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Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Weslland. 

Brett,  Hon.  De  Renzie  James,  Canterbury. 

Buckley,  Hon.  George,  Canterbury. 

Campbell,  Hon.  BoWt,  Otago'. 

CbamberUn,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
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Fraser,  Hon.  Thomas,  Otago. 

Grace,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  Wellington. 
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Kenny,  Hon.  William  Henry,  Auckland. 
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Mantell,Hon.  Walter  BaldockDurant,  Wellington. 

Menzies,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Miller,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago. 

NgaUU,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  WeUingtou. 


Nurse,  Hon.  William  Hugh,  Otago. 

Paterson,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 
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Pharazyn,  Hon.  Charles  Johnson,  Wellington. 

Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 

Ben  wick,  Hon.  Thomas,  Nelson. 

Rhodes,  Hon.  William  Barnard,  Wellington. 

Richardson,  Hon.  Sir  John  Larkins  Cheese,  Otago 
(Speaker). 

Richmond,  Hon.  Mathew,  C.B.,  Nelson  (Chair- 
man of  Committees). 

Robinson,  Hon.  William,  Nelson. 

Russell,  Hon.  Henry  Robert,  Hawke*s  Bay. 

Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 

Stokes,  Hon.  Robert,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Taylor,  Hon.  Charles  John,  Auckland. 

Waterhouse,  Hon.  George  Marsden,  Wellington. 

Whitmore,    Hon.    George    Stoddart,    C.M.G., 
Hawke's  Bay. 

Wigley,  Hon.  Thomas  Henry,  NoK^on. 

Williamson,  Hon.  James,  Auckland. 

Wilson,  Hon.  John  Nathaniel,  Uawke's  Bay. 
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Hunter,  George,  Wellington  City. 
Hursthouse,  Richmond,  Motueka. 
Johnston,  Walter  Woods,  Manawatu. 
Jojce,  James  Parker,  Wallace. 
Kelly,  Thomas,  New  Plymouth  Town. 
Kennedy,  Martin,  Grey  Valley. 
Kenny,  Courtney  William  Ay Imer  Thomas,  Piclon. 
Larnncli,  Hon.  William  James  Mudie,  Dunedin 
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Lumsden,  George,  InTercargill. 
Lusk,  Hugh  Hart,  Franklin. 
Macandrew,  Hon.  James,  Dunedin  City. 
Macfarlane,  John  Sangster,  Waitemata. 


Manders,  Henry,  Wakatipu. 

McLean,  Hon.  G«orge,Waikonaiti. 

Montgomery,  William,  Akaroa. 

Moorhouse,  William  Sefton,  Christchureh  City. 

Moms,  George  Bentham,  East  Coast. 

Murray,  William  Archibald,  Bruce. 

Murray- Aynsley,  Hugh  Percy,  Lyttelton. 

Nahe,  Hoani,  Western  Maori. 

Orraond,  John  Davies,  Clive. 

O'Rorke,  George  Maurice,  Onehunga  (Chairman 

of  Committees). 
Pyke,  Vincent,  Dunstan. 
Rees,  William  Lee,  Auckland  City  East. 
Reid,  Hon.  Donald,  Taieri. 
Reynolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Port  Chalmers. 
Richardson,  Hon.  Edward,  Christchureh  City. 
Richmond,  Andrew  James,  Nelson  Suburbs. 
RoUeston,  William,  Avon. 
Rowe,  William,  Thames. 
Russell,  William  Russell,  Napier. 
Seaton,  James,  Caversham. 
Seymour,  Arthur  Penrose,  Wairau. 
Sharp,  John,  Nelson  City. 
Sheehan,  Hon.  John,  Rodney. 
Shrimski,  Samuel  Edward,  Waitaki. 
Staflford,  Hon.  Edward  William,  Timaro. 
StcTcns,  Edward  Cephas  John,  Christchureh  City. 
Stout,  Robert,  Dunedin  City. 
Sutton,  Frederick,  Napier. 
Svranson,  William,  Newton. 
Taiaroa,  Hori  Kerei,  Southern  Maori. 
Takamoano,  Karaitiana,  Eastern  Maori. 
Tawiti,  Hori  Karaka,  Northern  Maori. 
Teschemaker,  Frederick  William,  Gladstone. 
Thomson,  James  William,  Clutha. 
Tole,  Joseph  Augustus,  Eden. 
Travers,  William  Thomas  Locke,  Wellington  City. 
Wakefield,  Edward,  Geraldine. 
Wallis,  James,  Auckland  City  West. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart,  Coleridge. 
Win  taker,  Hon.  Frederick,  Waikato. 
Williams,  John  William,  Mongonui  and  Bay  of 

Islands. 
Wood,  Reader  Gilaon,  Pamell. 
Wood,  William,  Mataura. 
Woolcock,  Charles,  Grey  Valley. 
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ACLAND,  Hon.  J.  B.  A.,  Canterbury, 
Disqualification  BUi,  2b.  7d8 ;  Com.  7.44 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  724 

AcTurG-SpBAKBB  (Mr.  Q-.  M.  O'Rorke,  Chairman 
of  Committees), 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  389 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  7 

A^ournment, 

*.,  «.  (Sir  Ot.  Grey),  60, 135 
U.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  122 

Agent' Oeneralf 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Henry),  528 

Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Societies  Sill, 
h,,  2b.  and  3b.  20 

Aided  Schools, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kennedy),  499 

Aorere  Tramway, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  aibbs),  46,  819 

Aparima  Bridge, 
K,  m.  (Mr.  Hodgkixuon),  529,  743 

Appropriation  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  and  2b.  784 ;  Com.  798 ;  3B.  805 
le,,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  792 

Appropriation  Bills, 
i^  Ob«.  (Mr.  Speaker),  80S 


Armed  Constabulary, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  187 

Ateiksok,  Major,  Egmont^ 
Adjournment,  wi.  60    * 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  748 
Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  797,  802 
Civil  List  Bill,  Com.  570 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  697, 698 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  382 
Pinanciul  Arrangements  Bill,  2e.  641 
Financial  Statement,  m.  259,  260,  268,  286,  287 
Land  Bill,  Adj.  510,  513 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  708,  709 ;  Com.  711, 715,  717 
Martin's  Bay,  m.  305 
.Ministerial  Bendences,  m.  567,  598 
New  Plymouth  Endowment  Bill,  2b.  213 
PrivUegc,  m.  87,  89, 99, 135, 145,  146,  413,  416, 

417,  418,  422 
Public  Revenues  BUI,  2b.  695,  697 
PubUc  Works  Bill,  2b.  503,  504 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  391,  393 

Class  IL,  394 

Class  X.,  760.  761 

Class  XL,  468 

Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Class  I.,  750 

Land  Fund,  473 

Liabilities,  1876-77,  753 

Provincial  Liabilities,  766, 767, 768, 790,  791, 
792 

Taranaki  Mountain  Road,  787 

Trust  Fund,  475 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
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Atkixson,  Mnjor — continued. 
Telegrams  Copyright  Bill,  1b.  746 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  22,  23,  31,  72,  73,  102, 

109, 115, 117 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BID,  2b.  622,  634 ;   Cons, 
of  Amend.  785 

Auckland  College  and  Chrammar  School  Billf 
Ic.y  3b.  121 

Auckland  Qrammar  School, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  0'Borke),673 

Auckland  Loans  Bill, 
A.,  Dis.  745 

Auckland  Public  Works, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Bo  we),  542 


B. 

Baigext,  Mr.  E.,  Waim^a, 
Aorore  Tramway  Bridge,  m.  820 
Buller  Bridge,  q;  187 
Grey  Kiver  Bridge,  m.  309,  562,  554 
Bating  BUI,  2b.  680 
Supply — 

Class  X.,  764 

Baillib,  Hon.  Captain,  Marlborough, 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  483 
MUford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  442* 
Volunteers,  m,  435* 

Balclutha  Ath$n€Bum  'Bill, 
h,,  2b.  and  3b.  197 
Ic,  IB.  223  ;  2b.  248 ;  3b.  587 

Balclutha  Railway, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Thomson),  634 

Ballakcb,  Mr.  J.,  Rangitikei, 
Privilege,  «i.  414 

Telegrams  CopyrighC  Bill,  2b.  746 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  116 

Babff,  Mr.  R,  Hokitika, 
Adjournment,  m.  60,  64 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  630 
Civil  Service,  q,  599 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  226 
Dunedin  Municipal  Bill,f».  807 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.,  388,  389 
Financial  Statement,  m.  369,  371 
Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  2b.  455 
Hokitika  and  Greymouth    Railway,  m.  786, 

787 
Hokitika  Government  House,  q.  745 
Ministerial  Residences,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  598 
«'New  Zealand  Hand-book,"  o.  599 
Privilege,  m,  78,  79 
Supply 

Class  I.,  393 

Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Class  TI., 
752 
Telegrams  Copyright  Bill,  1b.  746 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  31,  111,  112 


Beetham,  Mr.  G.,  Wairara^ta, 

Featherston  and  Masterton  Railway,  q.  65,  696 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  651,  657 
Hume,  J.,  g.  35 

Bbll,  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon,  Otago, 
Call  of  the  Council,  m.  405* 
Christchurch  Board  of  Health  BUI,  2b.  440* 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  1,  2b.  564* 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  802* 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  737,*  788,*  Com.  743,* 

771 
District  Railways  Bill,  2b.  166* 
Education  Bill,  m.  241,*  244,*  246}*  Recom. 

249* 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  731* 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  493* 
GKabome  Harbour  Bill  2b.  59Q* 
Government  Business,  m,  374,*  377* 
Government  Native  Laud  Purchases  Bill,  2b. 

671* 
Hutt-Waikanae  Railway  Bill,  2b.  776 
Immigration  and  Pubhc  Works  Appropriation 

Bill,  2b.  793* 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  478,*  480* 
Land  Bill,  Com.  609,*  612* 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  742* 

Maori  Real  Estete  Bill,  2e.  669,*  670* 
Milford  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  446* 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Com.  44* 
Oamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  558* 
Oamaru  Recreation  Reserve,  m.  437* 
Oam'aru  Reserves  Bill,  2e.  18* 
Peninsula  County  Bill,  2b.  486* 
Public  Reserves  BUI,  2b.  163 
Railway  Bills,  Dis.  783 
RaUway  Reserves,  q.  121* 
Rating  BUI,  2b.  740* 
Riverton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  126,*  132* 
Southland  Boys*  and  Girls'  High  School  BUI, 

2b.  494,*  496* 
Strath  Taieri  Railway  Bill,  2b.  181  j*  q.  296» 
Taranaki  County  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  251* 
Te'Aro  Reclamation  BUI,  2b.  781 
Thames  Water  Supply  BiU,  2b.  193* 
Waikouaiti  Athenseum  BiU,  2b.  298* 
Waikouaiti  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  297* 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  629* 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  722* 
WeUington  City  Loans  BUI,  3b.  14* 

Bluff  Harbour  Bill, 
A.,  3b.  20 
l.c,  2e.  122  J  3b.  322 

BOWBX,  Mr.  C.  C,  Kaiapoi, 
Canterbury  RaUway  Bridges,  q.  796 
Civil  List  BUI,  Com.  579,  582 
Consolidated  Stock  BUI,  2b.  698 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m,  211 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  1,  Pass.  428 
Education  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend.  382,  383 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  645 
Financial  Statement,-4».  335,  364,  865,  868 
Forest  Trees  Planting  BiU,  Com.  39 
Hokitika  and  Greymouth  Railwav,  m.  787 
Land  BUI,  Adj.  512 
Ministerial  Residences,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  69S 
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BOWEK,  Mr;  C.  C.—continved. 
Supply — 

ClaM  1 ,  891,  392 

Claas  II.,  394,  395,  3g6,  397,  757 

Claei  VII.,  400 

Class  VIII.,  402,  403 

Class  X.,  760,  762 

Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Class  IX., 

753 
Land  Fund,  474,  764,  756 
ProTincial  Liabilities,  790,  791 
Public  Works  Account,  789 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  750 

Bbandon,  Mr.  A.  db  B.,  Wellington  Countrify 
Financial  Statement,  m.  367 
Privilege,  w.  77,  81, 139  ;  Obs.  497 
Prize-firing,  q.  499 
Supply — 

Liabilities  1876-77,  753 

Prorincial  Liabilities,  767 
.  Taranaki  Mountain  Road,  788 

Bbbtt,  Hon.  Colonel,  Canterbury, 
Campbell,  Dr.,  m.  326 
Canterbury  Roads  Bill,  2e.  491« 
Cbristchurch  Board  of  Health  Bill,  2b.  441* 
Cbristchurch  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  191« 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  302* 
Defences  of  the  Colony,  q.  248* 
Education    Reserres  Bill,  Cons,    of   Amend. 

264* 
Financial  Arran^ments  Bill,  2b.  731 
Jerrois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  m.  682,  687 
Land  Bill,  Com.  608* 
Peninsula  County  Bill,  2b.  486* 
Public  Health  Bill,  Com.  42* 
Slangbterhouses  Bill,  2b.  20 
Strath  Taieri  RaUway  Bill,  2b.  184* 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill,  2b.  781  • 

Thames  Water  Supply  Bill,  2b.  192* 
Volunteers,  m.  530*,  436* 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  630 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  723 
Wellington  City  Loans  Bill,  3b.  14* 

Bbowv,  Mr.  J.  C,  Tnapeka, 
Adjournment,  m.  135 
Dunedin  Municipal  Bill,  m.  306,  807 
Duration  of  Parliaments  Bill,  Dis.  426,  427 
Financial  Statement,  m.  260 
Orey  River  Bridge,  m.  310,  552 
Martin's  Bay,  m.  305 

Ministerial  Riesidences,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  598 
KoHh  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  200 
Privilege,  m.  2, 163 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  393 

Claas  II.,  396 

Class  IIL,  398 

Land  Fund,  473 

Provincial  Liabilities,  767,  768 

Trust  Fund,  476- 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  785 

Bboww,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Aahley^ 

Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  1.,  Pass.  429 
£ducation  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  384 


Bbowk,  Mr.  J.  "K.^-eontinued, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  368,  370 
Hokitika  and  Greymouth  Railway,  m.  787 
Kaikorai  Valley  Railway,  m.  458 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  503  j  Com.  508 
Supply — 

Ckas  I.,  391 

Oass  XL,  469 

Trust  Fund,  476 

Brunner  Railway, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Kennedy),  786 

Bbtce,  Mr.  J.,  Wanganuif 

Moore,  Hutchison,  and  Others,  q,  667 
Rapu,  H.,  q.  567 
Supply — 
Class  X.,  760,  761 

Buckley,  Hon.  G.,  Canterburtf^ 
Call  of  the  Council,  m.  407* 
Campbell,  Dr.,  m.  324,*  327,*  328* 
Canterbury  Railways  Bill,  2b.  775 
Cbristchurch  Board  of  Health  Bill,  2b.  441* 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  739 
District  Railways  Bill,  2*.  166* 
Education  Bill,  iw.  243,*  246  ;*  Recom.  249 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  733 
GK)vemment  Business,  m.  376* 
Hutt-Waikanae  Railway  Bill,  2b.  780 
Jervois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  m.  687 
Eakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  482* 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  742 
Milford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  446* 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Endowment,  q.  262* 
Oamaru  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  561 
Peninsula  County  Bill,  2b.  486* 
Railway  Bills,  Dis.  784 
Riverton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  131* 
Strath  Taieri  Railway  Bill,  2b.  176,*  691* 
Thames  Water  Supply  BUI,  2b.  194* 

Buller  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Baigent),  187 

Buller,  Dr.y 
A.,  i».  (Mr.  Fox),  49 

Bunny,  Mr.  H.,  TTaimfopfl, 
Supply — 

Provincial  Liabilities,  767 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend.  786 

BrBNS,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Resign, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  536 
CatUn*s  River  Telegraph,  m,  320,  321 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  207, 

212,  315 
Employment  of  Females  BiU,  2b.  643, 546,  649, 

550 
KaUcorai  Valley  Railway,  m.  456,  468 
Martin's  Bay,  m.  306 
McManus,  Mrs.,  q.  34 
South  Dunedin  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  220 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  391 

Class  IL,  397 

CUss  III.,  898,  399 
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BuBNS,  Mr.  A.  Z.—eoniiniud. 
Class  X.,  761 
Class  XL,  467>  473 
Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Class  III., 

761 
Land  Fund,  756 
Liabilities  1876-77,  753 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend. 
568,  569 

Business  of  the  Session, 
I.e.,  Keturo,  805 


Call  of  the  Council, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Buckley),  404,  687,  627 

Campbell,  Dr., 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Buckley),  824 

Canterburif  Railway  Bridges, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Bichardson),  795 

Canterbury  Railway  Meserves, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  WakeHeld),  268 

Canterbury  Railways  Land  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  46  i  8b.  304 
I.C.,  IB.  322 ;  2b.  692, 772 ;  Dis.  781 

Canterbury  Rivers  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  46 
l^.,  iB.  59 ;  2b.  189 

Canterbury  Roads  Bill, 
I.C.,  IB.  373  ;  2b.  488 ;  8b.  555 
A.,  iB.  567 ;  2b.  and  8b.  593 

Canterbury  Surveys, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  267 

Cabbikgton,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Grey  and  Belt, 
Supply — 
Class  X.,  759 

Catlin's  River  Jetty, 
h,,  m,  (Mr.  Thomson),  551 

Catlin's  River  Telegraph, 
h.,  f».  (Mr.  Thomson),  52,  320 

Cemeteries  Management  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  248  ;  2b.  266 
I.C.,  IB.  296  ;  2b.  404 :  8b.  555 

CHAHBBBLiy,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  494 
Gisborne  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  588* 
Hutt-Waikanao  Railway  Bill,  2b.  780 
Milford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  449* 
RiTerton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  131« 
Southland  Boys'  and  Girls'  High  School  Bill, 

2b.  495 
Strath  Taieri  Roilway  Bill,  2b.  178,*  186,»  691 
Taruuaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  2b.  526* 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill,  2b.  781 


Christchvreh  Board  of  Health  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  8b.  804 
I.e.,  IB.  322  i  2b.  440 

Christchurch  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  46 
I.e.,  IB.  59 ;  2b.  190 ;  8b.  477 

Civil  List  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  185  ;  Dis.  501 

Civil  List  Bill  No.  2, 
h.,  IB.  454;  2b.  570;  Com.  570,  573 

Civil  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stafford),  197 ;  (Mr.  Barff),  599 

Coal, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kennedy),  330 

Consolidated  Stock  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  697 ;  Com.  702,  747 ;  8b.  747 
I.e.,  IB.  721 ;  2b.  740 ;  3b.  742 

Counties  Bill, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fitzroy),  46  ;  iB.  and  2b.  672  ;  8b. 

694 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hall),  429;  iB.  721 1  2b.  and 

3b.  736 

County  and  Municipal  Endowments, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Murray),  205,  815 

Cox,  Mr.  A.,  Waipa, 
Johnston,  Captain,  q.  381 
Maclaurin,  R.,  g.  881 

Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  1, 
h..  Com.  427  ;  8b.  427 ;  Pass.  428 
I.e.,  iB.  59 ;  2b.  564 

Crown  Redress  Bill  No,  2, 
h.,  8b.  46 

I.C.,  iB.  59;  2b.  195,298;  Com.  408,  528;  8b. 
555 

CUBTIB,  Mr.  O.,  Nelson  City, 
Ministerial  Riesidences,  Rep.  SeL  Com.  598 


Dangerous  Ooods  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  593 

Defences  of  the   Colony   (see  Jervois,  Sir  W., 
Visit  of,  to  the  Colony), 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Colonel  Brett),  248  ;  Memoranda, 

668 
h..  Memoranda,  635 

Dk  Lautoitb,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Mount  Ida, 
Duration  of  Parliament  Bill,  Dis.  427 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  388 
Financial  Statement,  m.  361,  366 
Foley,  J.,  m.  52,  53,  54 
Grey  River  Bridge,  m.  310 
Kaikorai  Valley  Railway,  m*  408 
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Db  LAUTOini,  Mr.  C.  X,—eontimted, 
Kjebarn  Hundred,  q.  65 
Land  Bill,  Adj.  510 
ParU  Exhibition,  m.  71 
Prifilege,  ».  95,  99, 148-,  414 
Supply-- 

ClaMYIII„403 

ClaM  X.,  760 

Class  XI.,  470 

Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Glass  TI., 
752 

Trust  Fond,  476 
Telegrams  Copyright  Bill,  1b.  746 
Timaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  214,  215 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  33 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  628 

DsHitmU  Persons  Bill, 
A.,  Com.  681;  3b.  672 

DlGJriir,  Mr.  P.,  Auckland  City  West, 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  199 
PriTilege,  Obs.  498 
Snrolj — 

ProTincial  Liabilities,  766 
Waikato  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  424 

JHsqualificaiion  Bill  No.  1 , 
h,,  IB.  20 ;  2b.  35 ;  Com.  215 

Disqualification  Bill  No.  2, 
k.,  2b.  225 ;  Com.  and  SB.  602 
le.,  iB.  627 ;  2b.  736 ;  Com.  743,  768 ;  3b.  772 

District  Railways  Billy' 
le.,  2b.  164;  Com.  224,  329 ;  3b.  525 

Divisions, 

h..  Adjournment,  m.  64 
Aorere  Tramway,  m.  320 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  541,  74S,  749 
Buller,  Dr.,  m.  61 
Ciril  List  Bill,  Com.  586 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  Com.  747 
Crown  Bedress  Bill  No.  1,  Com.  427 ;  3b.  428 
Destitute  Persons  Bill,  Com.  601 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  1,  Com.  219 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  Com.  602 
Duration  of  Parliaments  Bill,  Dis.  427 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  388 
Financial  Arrangemente  Bill,  2b.  667;  Com. 

677;  8b.  679 
Forest  Trees  Plantinc  Bill,  Com.  89,  318,  555 
(Greenwood  Pension  Bill,  Int.  502 
Grey  BiTer  Bridge,  m.  552,  654 
Land  Bill,  Com.  120,  187,  240,  251,  573 
Loan  Bill,  Com.  747 
Local  Option  BQl,  Com.  58 
Lotteries  Bill,  Com.  318 
Manawatu  Land  Orders  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

881 
Nelson  and  Westland  Coal  Fields  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  706 
PriTilege,  m.  5,  100, 145, 146 
Sooth  Dunedin  Reserres  Bill,  2r.  228 
South   Rakaia  Boad  Board  Bill  No.  2,  Com. 

456 
Strath  Tateri  and  Clyde  Bailway  BUI,  Com.  40 
2—27. 


Divisions — continued. 
(Supply — 

Class  X.,  759,  761,  762,  763,  764 

Class  XI.,  472 

Immimtion  and  Public  Works,  765 

Land  Fund,  756 

LiabUities  1876-77,  758 

Prorincial  Liabilities,  766,  792 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

569,  5^0 
Telegrams  Copyright  BiU,  2b.  746 
Waikato  Port  BUI,  Com.  550 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  22 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  2b.  635 ;  Com.  67ft ; 

8b.  676 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  750,  786 
I.e.,  Call  of  the  CouncU,  m.  407 
Canterbury  BaUwavs  BiU,  2b.  776 
Crown  Bedress  BUI  No.  2,  2b.  304 ;  Com.  408, 

528 
Disqualification  BUI,  Com.  772 
District  RaUways  BUI,  Com.  224,  829 
Dunedin  Loans  BiU,  135 
Education  BiU,  Com.  46,  228,  248,  250;   m. 

247 ;  Becom.  250 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  458 
Education  Reserves  BUI,  Com.  60, 196 ;  Cons. 

of  Amend.  226 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  785 
Fish  Protection  BUI,  Com.  829 
Hutt-WaUunae  BaUway  BUI,  2b.  780 
Eakanui  Harbour  Board  BUI,  2b.  485 
Land  BUI,  Com.  618,  633,  671,  693 
Manawatu  Land  Orders  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

454 
Maori  Beal  Estate  BiU,  2b.  671 
Milford  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  452 
Nelson  and  Westland  Coal  Fields  BiU,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  694 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  BUI,  Com.  878 
Oamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  564 
Otago  Boys'  and  GKrls'  High  Schools  BUI, 

Com.  196 
Otago  Museum  BiU,  Com.  304 
Port  Chalmers  Compensation  BUI,  Com.  196 
Public  Health  BUI,  Com.  48 
RiTerton  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  185 
Strath  Taieri  BaUv^  BUI,  2b.  691 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  2b.  526 ;  Com. 

627 
Timaru  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  439 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  Com.  724 
WeUington  City  Loans  BiU,  3b.  15 

Domicile  Bill, 
I.e.,  IB.  1 ;  2b.  13 ;  3b.  41 

h.,  IB.  46 ;  2b.  804  ;  3b.  409 

* 

DovoLAS,  Sir  R.,  Marsden, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  530 
Catlings  River  Telegraph,  m.  821 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  227 
Financial  Arrangemente  BUI,  2b.  648 
Forest  Trees  Planting  BiU,  Com.  88 
Qisborne  Harbour  BUI,  2r.  424 
Kaikorai  Yalley  Railway,  m.  457,  458 
Eakanui  Harbour  Bill,  2^.  37 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  197,  318 
PriTilege,  m.  411 
Public  Works  BUI,  2b.  503 
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DorGLAS,  Sir  R. — continued. 

Biverton  and  Otautau  Bailwaj,  m.  48 

claes  I.,  390 

Class  II.,  394,  395 

ClaM  VI.,  399 

Class  VII.,  401 

Land  Fund,  765 

Taranaki  Mountain  Eoad,  788 
Telegrams  Copyright  Bill,  2b.  746* 
Waikato  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  423 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  625 

Dunfidin  Gaol  Sireet  Sill, 
I.e.,  3b.  60 

Dunedin  Loans  Bill, 
l.e.,  2b.  13 1  Com.  135  ;  Sb.  163 

Dunedin  Municipal  Bill, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  J.  C.  Brown),  306 

Dunedin  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  DU.  20 

Dunedin  Town  Rail  Site  Bill, 
l.c,,  3b.  13 

Duntroon  and  Kurow  Railway, 
A.,gr.  (Mr.  HiBlop),599 

Duration  of  Parliaments  Billt 
h.,  Dis.  426 

East  and  West  Coast  Railway^ 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Woolcock),  380 

Education  Bill, 
I.C.,  Com.  45,  223  ;  m.  241 ;  Reoom.  248,  249 ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.,  452  ;  ProtesU,  487 
h.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  381 

Education  Reserves  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  45 ;    Com.  60,  196 ;  Cons,  of  A,mcnd. 
262 

Employment  of  Females  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  454 ;  2b.  543 


Featherston  atid  Masterton  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Beelham),  65,  695 

Financial  Arrangements  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  197,  613  ;  2b.  637  ;  Com.  677 ;  3b.  679 
Lc.,  IB.  680 ;  2b.  724 

Financial  Statement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stafford),  197  ;  Statement  (Mr.  Lar- 
nach),  252,  268,  230,  458 

FiSHEH,  Mr.  J.  T.,irea/Aco/tf  (Postmaster-Gene- 
ral and  CommisBioner  of  Telegraphs), 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  536,  537 


Fishbb,  Mr.  J.  T.-^eantinued. 
Cailin's  Rirer  Telegraph,  m.  320 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  888 
Supply — 

Class  IIL,  898,  899 
Waipoa  MaU  Serrice,  q.  600 

Fish  Protection  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  224 
{.c,  IB.  241 ;  2B.  262 ;  Com.  329 ;  SB.  378 

FiTZHEBBEBT,  Sir  W.,  Hutt  (Speaker  H.  of  B.), 
Consolidated  Stock  BUI,  Com.  702 

FiTZBOT,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Selwynt 
Counties  Bill,  q.  46 
Jerrois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  q.  695 
Representation,  q.  567 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Account,  765 

Foley,  J., 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  De  Lautour),  62 

Food  and  Drugs  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  454 
l.e.,  IB.  477  )  2b.  527 ;  3b.  603 

Forest  Trees  Planting  Bill, 
h..  Com.  38|  318, 554 

Fox,  Mr.  W.,  Wanganui, 
Buller,  Dr.,  m.  49.  51 
Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  2b.  455 
Grace,  Rer.  T.,  q.  500 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  716 
Manawatu  Land  Orders  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

381 
Ministerial  Residences,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  596 
Privilege,  g.  35 ;  m.  409,  414 ;  Obt.  487 

Foxton  Harbour  Bill, 
A,  lB.234;  2b.  304;  3b.  409 
/.c,  IB.  429;2b.493 

Foxton  Reserves  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  528;  3b.  613 
I.e.,  IB.  627 ;  2b.  680 }  Dif .  768 

Fbaseb,  Hon.  Captain,  Otago, 
Call  of  the  Council,  m.  404,  406 
Campbell,  Dr.,  m.  325,  327 
Canterbury  Railway  Lands  Bill,  2b.  692,  775» 

776 
Christehurch  Reserves  Bill,  ^B.  190 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  737;  Com.  743,  746 
District  Railways  Bill,  2b.  165* 
Education  Bill,  tit.  242* ;  Recom.  250 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  731 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  493 
Gisbome  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  592 
Gold  Mining  DistricU  Bill,  2b.  408 
GoTemmeiit  Business,  m.  374,  376 
Greymouth  Native  Reserves,  q.  322 
Jackson's  Bay,  q.  477 
Jervois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  683 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  480,  48i 
Land  Bill,  Com.  607,»  608,»  610,»  612,»  618* 
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Fhaseb,  Hon.  Chptain^eotUinueS. 
Maori  Real  Estate  BUI,  2b.  669  ' 

Milford  Harbonr  Bill,  2b.  445* 
Mines  Bill,  2b.  380* 
NatiTO  Beserres  Bill,  m.  323,  324 
Oamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  556,*  563* 
Oiimaru  Recreation  Beeerye,  m.  437* 
Peninsula  County  Bill,  2b.  485 
Public  Health  Bill,  Com.  42 
RaUwaj  BiUb,  Dis.  783 
Riyerton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  127 
Strath  Taieri  RaUway  BUI,  2b.  179,*  181,* 

690* 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill,  2b.  780 
Thames  Water  Supply  Bill,  2b.  192,  194, 195 
Timam  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  439* 
Volunteers,  m.  436* 
Waikouaiti  Athensum  Bill,  2b.  298 
Waikooaiti  Harbour  Bill,  m.  296,  298 
Waste  Lands 'Committee,  m.  631 
Waste  Lands  Sule  Bill,  2b.  723 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  BiU,  2b.  556* 
Whangarei  Port  Bill,  2b.  687 


G. 


01BB8,  Mr.  W.,  CoUinfftDOod, 

Aorere  Tramway,  m.  46,  319,  320,  321 

Catlin's  River  Telegraph,  m.  321 

Ciyil  List  Bill,  Com.  581 

County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  818 

Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  382 

Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  648 

Loan  Bill,  Com.  720 

PriyUege,  m.  101,  409,  415 

Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  508 

Supply — 

Class  X.,  764 

Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Class  TL, 
762 

Un^Fund,  475,  754,  756 

Githome  Sarhour  JBill, 
i.,  IB.  830 ;  2b.  424  ^  3b.  628 
U.,  IB.  655 ;  2b.  587 

GliBOBsrB,  Mr.  W.,  l\>tara, 
Adjournment,  m.  136 
Aparima  Bridge,  m,  531 
Armed  Constabulary,  q.  187 
Ciyil  List  Bill,  Com.  574 
County  and  Municipal  Endoxianents,  m.  316 
Disqualification  BiU  No.  1,  Com.  215 
Bmployment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  547 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  647,  659 
Financial  Statement,  m.  261,  337,  369 
J?ood  and  Drugs  BUI,  2b.  454 
Gk)U  Fields  Municipalities,  q.  750 
Grey  Riyer  Bridge,  m.  553 
Hokitika  and  Oreyraouth  Railroad,  m.  787 
New  Plymouth  Endowment  Bill,  2b.  213 
Korth  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  203 
Personal  Explanation,  46 
Pririlege,  m.  81,  84,  146,  160  ;  Obs.  497 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  505 
South  Dunedin  Beseryes  BOl,  2b.  222 


GiSBOBNE,  Mr.  W. — continued. 
Supply — 

class  I.,  390.  391,  392.  393 

Class  II.,  394,  395,  397 

Clasd  IV.,  399 

class  v.,  399 

Class  VII.,  401 
.    Clas^  VIII.,  403 

Class  X.,  761 

Class  XI.,  468 

Immigrat  ion  and  Public  Works — 
Class  1,750 
Class  VI.,  751 

Land  Fund,  473 

Provincial  Liabilities,  790,  791 
Thorndon  School,  q.  598 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  621 

Oold  Fields  Municipaliii^Sf 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisborne),  750 

Oold  Mining  DistricU  Bill, 
Z.C.,  2B.407;  3b.  429 

Oore  Railway  Bridget 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  625 

Oovernment  Butinest^ 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hall),  373 

Oovernment  Native  Land  Purehase  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  528  ;  2b.  and  3b.  600. 
I.e.,  IB.  603  ;  2b.  671 ;  3b.  680 

Gbace,  Hon.  M.  S.,  Wellington, 
Call  of  the  Council,  Obs.  587* 
Canterbury  Railway  Lands  Bill,  2b.  692* 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  738  ;*  Com.  741 
Education  Bill,  m.   241,*  243,*  244,*  245  }• 

Recom.  250* 
Education  Reserves  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  262 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  733* 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  493* 
Gisborne  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  592* 
Gbvernment  Business,  m.  377 
Jenrois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  m.  683 
Eakanui  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  483* 
Maori  Real  Estate  Bill,  2b.  669 
Milford  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  448 
Railway  BiUs,  Dis.  782,  783 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  740 

Strath  Taieri  Railway  BiU,  2b.  177,*  181* 
Te  Aro  RecUmation  BiU,  2b.  781 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m,  630 

Orace,  Rev.  T., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fox),  500 

Oreat  South  Road  Toll-hare, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Rorke),  786 

Oreentoood  Pension  Bill, 
h.,  Int.  501  ;  iB.  502 ;  2b.  and  8r.  567 
le.,  IB.  587 ;  2b.  and  3b.  603 

Oreymouth  Native  Reserves, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Captain  Eraser),  322 
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OT9jf  River  Brid,qe, 
h,,  m,  (Mr.  Wooloock),  307  ;  m.  551 

Gbby,  Sir  G-.,   Thames  (Premier  and  Commis- 

■ioner  of  Cu6tom«), 
Adjouroment,  m.  GO,  62,  63,  185 
Agent-General,  q.  528 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  539 
Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  796,  802 
Auckland  Grammar  School,  q.  673 
Ci?il  Lift  Bill,  2b.  570;  Com.  571,  584 
Ciril  Service,  q.  197 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  697,  699 
Coantj  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  210, 

315,  318 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  225,  229 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  545 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  637,  641 
Financial  Statement,  m.  260,  282,  359,  860, 

361,  862 
Gisbome  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  424 
Gold  Fields  Municipalities,  q.  750 
Great  South  Road  Toll-bars,  q.  7S6 
Greenwood  Pension  Bill,  Int.  502 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid,  q.  881 
Jackeon*s  Bar,  q.  830 
Jcrrois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  q.  695 
Land  BUI,  Adj.  511 

Loan  Bill,  2b.  707,  709,  712  5  Com.  714,  715 
Marine  Engineer,  q,  85 
Meeting  of  Parliament,  q.  694 
Ministerial  Residences,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  594 
Ministers'  Salaries,  q.  85 
Municipal  Officers,  q.  34  ^ 
Onehunga  Cemetery,  q.  224 
Polling  Hours,  q.  614 
PriTUege,  m.  2,  q.  85.  81,  88,  92,  93,  94,  142, 

162,  412,  420,  422 
ProTincial  Officers,  q.  695 
Public  Reyenues  Bill,  2b.  695,  696 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  509 
Railway  Material,  q.  428 
Representation,  q.  567 
Speaker,  Mr.,  m.  3 
Supply — 

Chus  I.,  390,  392,  757 

Class  III.,  398 

Class  X.,  764 

Chiss  XI.,  471,  473 

Land  Fund,  473,  474,  756 

Provincial  Liabilities,  791 

Taranaki  Mountain  Road,  788 
Taranaki  Iron*Sand,  q.  243 
Thames  Mines  Inspector,  q,  499 
Thomson,  T.,  q.  528 
Thomdon  School,  q.  599 
Waikato  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  428 
Waikato  Port,  q.  678 
Waipawa  County,  q.  529 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  24,  26,  27,  109 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  614,  634 ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  785 


H. 

Hall,  Hon.  J.,  Canterbury, 
Call  of  the  CouwcU,  m.  405« 
Compbell,  Dr.,  w.  827» 


Hall,  Hon.  J. — continued, 

Canterbury  Railway  Lands  Bill,  2b.  692*,  776 
Canterbury  Roads  Bdl,  2b.  4SS,*  491* 
Christchurch  Board  of  Health  BUI,  2b.  440* 
Christchurch  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  190,»  191* 
Consolidated  Stock  BiU,  2b.  741 
Counties  Act,  q.  429,»  430* 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  300* 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  738  ;  Com.  744,  771 
District  Railways  BUI,  2b.  164* 
Education  BUI,  m.  244  ;•   Reoom.  249  ;*  Cons. 

of  Amend.  453* 
Education    Reserves  Bill,  Cons,    of  Amend. 

263» 
Financial  Arrangements  BiU,  2b.  726* 
Food  and  Drugs  BUI,  2b.  527* 
Government  Business,  m.  873,*  376* 
Jervois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  m.  680,*  686* 
Land  BUI,  Com.  605,*  606* 
Maori  Real  Estate  BUI,  2b.  670* 
MUford  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  451* 
Oamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  561* 
Peninsula  County  Bill,  2b.  486* 
Provincial  Liabilities,  q.  378* 
Public  Libraries  BiU,  2b.  564 
Public  Reserves  BUI,  iB.  168* 
RaUway  BUls,  Dis.  782 
Riverton  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  128,*  132* 
Southland  Boys'  and  Girls'  High  School  BUI, 

2b.  495* 
Strath  Taieri  RaUwny  BiU,  2b.   168,*   175,* 

184,*  687* 
Taranaki  County  Reserves  BUI.  2b.  251* 
Thames  Water  Supply  BUI,  2b.  193* 
Timaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  438* 
Wa^te  Lands  Committee,  m.  632* 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  2b.  728* 

Haiclik,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin, 
Education  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend.  883 
Privilege,  wi.  79,  101 
Supply — 

CUss  Vn.,  401 

Provincial  Liabilities,  766 
Waikato  Port,  q.  672 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  6 

Harbour  Boards, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Richardson),  628 

Habfbb,  Mr.  L.,  Cheviot, 
Forest  Trees  Planting  BUI,  Com.  88,  89 
Kaikoura  Cattle,  m,  47 
Supply — 
Ckss  II.  894 

Habt,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington, 

Canterbury  RaUwav  Lands  Bill,  2b.  772 
Crown  Redress  BUl  No.  2,  2b.  298 
Education  Bill,  m.  242 
Gisborne  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  589 
Hult-Waikanae  RaUway  BUI,  2b.  778 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

BiU,  2b.  793 
Land  BiU,  Com.  608 
MUford  Harbour  B.U,  2b.  451* 
Mines  BiU,  2b.  880 
Oamaru  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  561* 
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Habt,  Hon.  B. — contimued. 
Private  Bills,  «i.  247 
Birerton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  131* 
Soatbland  Bojs'  and  Qirla-  High  School  Bill, 

2b.  496* 
Strath  Taieri  Bailwaj  Bill,  2b.  689* 
Te  Arc  Keclamation  Bill,  2b.  780,  782 
Westland  and  NeUon  Coal  Fields  Bill,  2b. 

656»  ^ 

Seneloeh  Commonage  BiU, 
I.e.,  3b.  60 

Hbnbt,  Dr.  J.,  Buller, 
Agent-General,  q.  528 
Ljell  Water  Supplj,  q.  634 
Sapply — 

Class  VIII.,  403 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  785 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Bill,  Cons,  of 
Amend.  706 

HiSLOP,  Mr.^.  W.,  Waitahi,  , 

Duntroon  and  Kurow  Bailwaj,  q.  599 
Oamam-Naseby  Bailway,  q.  197 

HoDOCnrsov,  Mr.  S.,  Riverton, 
Aorere  Tramway,  m.  320 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  529,  540 
CifU  List  Bill,  Com.  573 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  384 
Financial  Statement,  m.  367,  466 
Qrej  Biver  Bridge,  m.  311 
Land  BUI,  Com.  571 
Pririlege,  m.  99,  142 

Biyerton  and  Otautan  Bailwaj,  m.  47,  49 
Sapplj — 

Class  XI.,  469,  470 
Wallace  and  Fiord  Hospital,  m.  529 ;  m.  542 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  33,  117 

SbkUika  and  Oreymouth  Railway ^ 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Barff),  786 

HoUiika  Qovernmeni  Route, 
k.,  q,  (Mr.  Barff),  745 

Soikonmi  Education  Reserve  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  46;  3b.  304 
I.e.,  IB.  373 ;  2b.  404 ;  3b.  555 

HoLMXS,  Hon.  M.,  Olago, 
CanUrbnry  BaUwaj  Lands  Bill,  2b.  692* 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  741 
Crown  Bedress  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  195* 
Ditqoalification  Bill,  2b.  739;  Com.  743,  769 
District  Bailwajs  Bill,  2b.  167* 
Education  Bill,  m.  241  ;*  Cons,  of  Amend.  453* 
Gisbome  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  592* 
GoTemment  Business,  m.  374*,  376* 
Jerrois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  m.  686* 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  479* 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  743 
Maori  Beal  Estate  Bill,  2b.  668* 
MiJford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  443,*  448* 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  BUI,  Com.  45 
Onmaru  Harbour  BiU,  2b,  662* 


Holmes,  Hon.  M. — continued. 

Oamaru  Becreation  Beserre,  m.  436,*  438,* 

633* 
Peninsula  County  Bill,  2b.  485* 
Strath  Taieri  Bailway  BUI.  2b.  689* 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  BUI,  2b.  487,*  526* 
Thomson,  T.,  wt.  15* 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  2b.  723 

HoepUaU  and  Charitable  Aid, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  381 

Hume,  J., 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Beetham),  35 

Hfvtbb,  Mr.  G.,  Wellington  City, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  540 
Catlin's  Biver  Telegraph,  m.  821 
Civil  list  Bill,  Com.  581 
Consolidated  Stock  BUI,  2b.  700 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  201 
Public  Works  BUI,  2b.  503 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  395 

Class  III.,  398,  399 

Class  XI.,  467 

HUBSTHOUBB,  Mr.  B.,  Motueka, 
Financial  Arrangements  BiU,  2b.  649 
Motueka  and  Moutere  BaUway,  q,  613 
Motueka  Boads,  q.  266 
Bailway  Material,  q.  500 

Suit  and  Waikanae  Railway  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  224 ;  2b.  304 ;  3b.  304 
I.e.,  IB.  322;  2b.  776;  Dis.  782 

Rutt  County  Office*  Bill, 
h^  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  672 
I.e.,  iB.  680 ;  2b.  and  3b.  721 


Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

Bill,      * 
h.,  iB.  784 ;  2b.  and  3b.  795 
I.e.,  iB.  and  2b.  792  ;  3b.  795 
• 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  No.  6, 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  248 
I.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  241 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  No.  7, 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  330 
I.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  329 


Jackson* s  Bay, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Woolcock),  330 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Captain  Fraser),  477 

Jackson's  Bay  Road  District  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  266;  2b.  and  3b.  804 
I.e.,  iB.  822 ;  2b.  and  3b.  373 
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Jervoitf  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  to  the  Colony  (see  Dtf- 
fenees  of  the  Colony), 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hall),  680 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fitzroy),  693 

Johnson,  Hon.  G-.  B.,  Auckland, 

Canterbury  Eailway  Roads  Bill,  2b.  775 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  302 
Education  Bill,  m.  242,»  246* 
Gisborne  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  587,*  589,*  598» 
Whaugarei  Port  Bill,  2b.  687* 

Johnston,  Captain,  • 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Cox),  881 

JoHKSTOK,  Hon.  J,,  Wellington, 
Hutt-Waikanae  Railway  Bill,  2b.  778,  780 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  742* 
Strath  Taieri  RaUway  BiU,  2b.  690* 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Manawatu, 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  548 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  652 
Loan  Bill,  Com.  721 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  82 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Wallace, 
Cailin's  Rirer  Telegraph,  m.  821 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  545 
Financial  Statement,  m.  365,  87  L 
Ministerial  Residences,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  597 
Privilege,  m.  161 
Supply 

Class  X.,  763 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  118 
Winton-Kingston  Railway,  m.  792 


Kaikorai  VaUey  Railway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Burns),  456 

Raikoura  Cattle, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Harper),  47 

Kakanui  Harbour  Bill, 
h,,  2b.  37  ;  8b.  197 
he,  IB.  223 ;  2b.  477 

Karetai,  K., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taiaroa),  267 

Kblly,  Mr.  T.,  New  Plymouth, 
Buller,  Dr.,  m.  50 
Coal,  q.  330 

Civil  List  Bill,  Com.  582 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  1,  2b.  85  ;  Com.  218 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2r.  225, 227 
Hokit'ka  and  Or*  ymouth  Railway,  m.  787 
New  Plymouth  Eudowment  Bill,  2B.  212,  213 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  204 
Privilege,  Obs.  497 
Supply — 

Class  X.,  759 

Land  Fund,  476,  754 

Trust  Fund,  475 
Taranaki  County  Reserret  Bill,  2b.  86;  87 


Kkllt,  Mr.  T. — continued. 
Taranaki  Iron-Sand,  q,  248 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

568,569 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.   622;    Cons,  of 

Amend.  785 

Xbnnedt,  Mr.  M.,  Grey  Valley, 
Aided  Schools,  q.  ifi9 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  748 
Brnnner  Railway,  q.  786 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  229 
Dunedin  Municipal  Bill,  m.  306 
Education  Bdl,  Cons,  of  Amend.  384,  888,  389 
Qrey  River  Bridge,. m.  810,  314,  552,  553,  564 
Meadows,  R.  W.,  q.  500    • 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  391,  393 

Cldfs  II.,  395 

Class  v.,  399 

Class  VIII.,  404 

Class  X.,  760 
Westport  and  Chreymouth  Coal  Fields,  q.  266 

Kenny,  Hon.  Colonel,  Auckland, 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  788 
Qisbomo  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  590 
Jenrois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  m.  688* 
Land  Bill,  Com.  607 
MUford  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  444 
Oamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  560 
Riverton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  127,*  128* 
Strath  Taieri  Railway  Bill,  2b.  176,*  178* 
Thomson,  T.,  m.  17 
Waste  Lands,  m,  329* 

Kingston  and  Cromwell  Railway, 
h,,  m,  (Mr.  Lumsden),  47 

Kyeburn  Hundred, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  De  Laatour),  65 


Lahhann,  Hon.  H.  H.,  Westland, 

Canterbury  Railway  Lands  Bill,  2b.  775 

Kakanui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  485 

Mines  Bill,  2b.  380 

Native  Reserves  Bill,  m.  323 

Strath  Taieri  RaUway  BUI,  2b.  691 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  BUI,  2b.  556 

Land  Bill, 
h..  Com.  120, 187,  240,  251 ;  Adj.  509 ;  Beoom. 

571 ;  3b.  573 
Lc,  IB.  555 ;  2b.  603  ;  Com.  605, 683, 671, 693  ; 

8b.  721 

Labnach,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  Dunedin  City  (Colonial 
Treasurer,.  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and 
Commissioner  of  Stamp  Duties), 
Buller  Bridge,  q.  187 
Catlin's  River  Telegraph,  m.  321 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  315 
Dunedin  Municipal  BUI,  m.  307 
Featherston  and  Masterton  Railway,  q,  66 
Financial  Statement,  252,  268;  9.  197 
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Lab»ach,  Mr.  W.  J.  M. — coiUimied, 
Folej,  J.,  m.  53 
Orej  B'lTer  Bridge,  m.  308 
Kingston  and  Cromwell  Bailwaj,  m.  47 
Letton,  L.,  m.  52 
Motueka  Boods,  g.  267 
Oamaru-Nasebj  Bail  way,  q,  197 
PriTilege,  m.  157,  160 
Purakaniii  Bail  way  Statioh,  q.  46 
Biverton  and  Otautau  Bailwaj,  m.  48 
Timaru  Board  pf  Woi'ks,  q.  34 
Troat  Funds,  m.  54 

XoiD  PraetUUmerM  Billi 
h,,  IB.  454 ;  2b.  and  3b.  497 
I.C.,  IB.  525 ;  2b.  and  3b.  555 

L^norence  Waterworks  Bill, 
I.e.,  3b.  13      . 

Letton,  X., 
i.,  IN.  (Mr.  Bejnolda),  51 

Lihrartf, 
k,,  m,  (Mr.  BdjnoldB),  57 

LiUle  Miver  Cemetery  Billi 
i.,  iB.  46 ;  2b.  and  2b.  197 
hc^  IB.  223  i  2b.  248 ;  3b.  404 

Loan  BUlf 

A.,  2b.  707 ;  Com.  714,  747  i  3b.  748 
U.,  IB.  721 ;  2b.  742 ;  Sb.  743 

Local  Option  BUI, 
i..  Com.  58  i  Dis.  304 

Lotteries  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  20;  Com.  318 

LuMSDEN,  Mr.  G-.,  Invercarffill, 

Kingston  and  Cromwell  Bailwaj,  m.  47 
Land  BUI,  Adj.  510;  Com.  571,  572 
PriTifege,  m.  148 
Waste  Lends  Sale  BUI,  2b.  625 

Lnek,  H.  H., 
A.,  Obe.  (Mr.  Losk),  103 

LiTSK,  Mr.  H.  H.,  Franklin, 
Lusk,  H.  H.,  Obs.  103 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  200 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  116 

Lyell  Water  Supply, 
*.,  q,  (Dr.  Henrj),  634 

Lyttelton  and  Healkcote  BecreationBill, 
k.,  IB.  248 ;  2b.  and  3b.  304 
Le.,  IB.  322  ;.  2b.  373  ;  3b.  555 

Lyttelton  Gaol  Prisoner, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Stevens),  567  . 

Ljftielton  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
le.,  8b.  1 


Lytlelton  Harbour  Works  Compensation  Bill, 
i.,  IB.  248  ;  2b.  694 ;  3b.  746 
le.,  iB.  721 ;  2b.  and  3b.  768 


Maoandbew,  Mr.  J.,  Dunedin  City  (Minister  for 

Lands  and  Immigration)  j 
Aorere  Tramwaj,  m.  320 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  540 
Canterburj  Bailwaj  Beserres,  q.  268 
Canterburj  Surrejs,  q.  267 
Catlin's  Birer  Telegraph*  m.  321 
Civil  Service,  q,  599 
Coal,  q.  330 

Count  J  and  Municipal  Bndowments,  ffi.  208 
Crown  Bedress  Bill  No.  1,  3b.  427 ;  Pass.  428 
Education  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend.  382 
Financial  Statement,  nl.  466 
G-isbome  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  424 
G-rej  Biver  Bridge,  m.  311,  551,  553 
Hokitika  and  Grejmouth  BaUwaj,  m.  787 
Hokitika  Government  House,  q.  746 
Johnston,  Captain,  9.  881 
Kaikorai  Vallej  Bailwaj,  m.  457 
Kjebum  Hunored,  q.  65 
Land  BUI,  Com.  572 
Loan  BiU,  Com.  716 
Maolaurio,  B.,  q.  381 
Martin's  Baj,  m.  305,  306,  551 
Mai  aura  Paper  MUl,  q,  380 
Nelson  and  Westland  Coal  Fields  BUI,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  706 
"New  Zealand  Hand-book,"  q,  599 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  204 
Ormond  Militarj  Settlers,  q.  634 
Privilege,  m.  410 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  506 
Queenstown  and  CromweU  BaUwaj,  m.  306 
BaUwaj  Surveys,  m.  749 
School  of  Mines,  q.  26^ 
South  Dunedin  Beserves  Bill,  2b.  220,  222 
Thames  Endowments,  q,  305 
Waikato  Port  BUI,  3b.  550 
Wallace  and  Fiord  Hospital,  m.  5i2 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  117 
Westport  and  Grejmouth  Coal  Fields,  q.  266 
Supplj — 

Class  L,  389 

Class  II.,  395 

Class  III.,  398 

Class  v.,  757 

Class  X.,  761,  762,  763 

Class  XL,  467,  468 

Immigration  and  Public  Works — 
Class  I..  750 
Class  IL,  751 
Class  III.,752,  753 

Land  Fund,  473,  474 

Provincial  Liabilities,  766,  790 

Trust  Fund,  476 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  2b.  616;   Cons,  of 

Amend.  785 

Macfablane,  Mr.  J.  S.,  Waitemata, 
Education  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend.  389 
Emplojment  of  Females  BUI,  2b.  548 
Financial  Statement,  m.  368 
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Maofasiakb,  Mr.  J.  S. — coniinited. 
Gisborne  Harboar  Bill,  2b.  425 
Land  Bill,  Adj.  513 
Loan  Bill,  Com.  717,  719,  720 
Ministerial  Besidences,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  595 
Supplj — 

Clau  X.,  763 

Clau  XI.,  468 

Maehay*9  Work  on  MiddU  Itlandf 
I.C.,  q,  (Hoti.  Mr.  Ngatata),  555 

Maolaurin,  S,t 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Oox),  381 

Mfni^toalu  Land  Orders  Bill, 
Ix.f  2b.  13  ;  3b.  296 ;  Cona.  of  Amend.  454 

Makdbbs,  Mr.  H.,  Wdkatipu, 
DiBqualification  Bill  No.  1,  Com.  218 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  544 
Martin's  Bay,  m.  305,  306,  551 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m .  200 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  506 
Privilege,  m.  410 

Queenstown  and  Cromw^  Bailway,  m.  306 
Supply — 

CUss  XL,  467,  469 

ProTincial  Liabilities,  790 
Telegrams  Copyright  Bill,  2b.  746 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  622,  624 ;  dB.  676 

Mangahoe  FUhing  UighUj 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Taiaroa),  65 

Mantell,  Hon.  W.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 
Call  of  the  Council,  m.  405 
Crown  Redress  BUI  No.  1,  2b.  664,  565 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  737 ;    Com.  743,  744, 

746,  768,  769,  771 ;  3b.  772 
Education  Bill,  m.  244;  Cons,  of  Amend.  453 
Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  2b.  527 
Gisborne  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  590 
GoTcmment  Business,  m.  377,  378 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

Bill,  2b.  793 
Jerrois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  m.  686 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  482 
Land  Bill,  Com.  606,  611 
Maori  Real  Estate  Bill,  2b.  670 
Milford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  444,  445 
Mokau  District,  m.  190 
Native  BeserTcs  Bill,  m.  323 
Ofimaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  561,  564 
Private  Bills,  m,  247 
Biverton  Harbour  Bill,  2fi.  133 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  2b.  525 
Waikouaiti  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  298 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  631 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Bill,  2b.  555 
Whangarei  Port  Bill,  2b.  687 
Wyndbam  Show-Qround  Bill,  1b.  613 

Maori  Kaika  Soad, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Taiaroa),  550 

Maori  Real  JSstate  Management  Bill, 
A.,  lB.304;  2b.  613 
;.c.,  IB.  593;  2b.  668;  dB.  721 


Marine  Engineer, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stafford),  35 

Marine  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  103  ;  2b.  266 
I.C.,  IB.  296 ;  2b.  404 ;  dB.  429 

Marii»*t  Bag, 
h*,  m.  (Mr.  Manders),  305,  551 

Maeterlon  and  Oreytown  Lands  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  46 ;  dB.  304 

Maiaura  Paper  Mill, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wood),  380 

MoLbait,  Mr.  G.,  WaikouaUi, 
Adjournment,  m.  62 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  532 
Catlings  River  Telegraph,  m.  320,  321 
Dunedin  Municipal  Bill,  m.  307 
Education  Bill,  Cous.  of  Amend.'882 
Financial  Statement,  m.  260,  261,  288,  362,  870 
Gisborne  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  425 
Grey  River  Bridge,  m.  308,  310,  552 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  713 ;  Com.  715 
Ministerial  Residences,*  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  594, 

595 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  506 ;  Com.  509 
South  Dunedin  Reserves  Bill,  2tt.  219,  220, 

222 
•  Strath  Taieri  and  Clyde  Railway  Bill,  Com.  40 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  390,  391 

Class  II.,  398,  399 

Class  IV.,  399 

Class  VIII.,  402 

Class  X.,  759 

Land  Fund,  754 

Provincial  Liabilities,  790 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  21,  22,  23 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  2b.  623 

McManut,  Mrs., 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Bums),  34 

Meadows,  £.  W., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kennedy),  500 

Meeting  of  ParUameni, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Woolcock),  694 

Menzies,  Hon.  J.,  Oiago, 

Bluff  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  122,»  123« 

Education  Bill,  Recom.  249 

Education  Reserves  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  262, 

265 
Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  2b.  527 
Qcore  Railway  Bridge,  q.  525 
Xakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  483 
Milford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  445 
Mines  Bill,  2b.  380 
Oamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  563 
Riverton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  124,*  134* 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  20 
Soutbland  Boys'  and  Girls'  High  School  Bill, 

2b.  495 
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MsNzns,  Hon.  J.-^cotUtMued, 
South  Taieri  Bailwaj  Bill,  2b.  179* 
Thames  Water  Supply  Bill,  2b.  193 
ThomsoD,  T.,  m.  16 

Memranij  Mrs,, 
k.,  q,  (Mr.  Swanton),  678 

MiddJe  Island  MaJf-easU  Crown  Oranis  BUI, 
k.,  iB  and  2b.  672  ;  8b.  694 
le.,  iB.  680 ;  2b.  and  3b.  721 

MUford  Harbomr  BUI, 
;|.,2b.197;  3b.  304 
Ic,  IB.  373  ;  2b.  441 

MnxBB,  Hon.  H.  J.,  Oiago, 
Education  Bill,  Beoom.  250 
Education  Beserres  Bill,    Cons,  of    Amend. 

266* 
Foxton  Harhour  Bill,  2b.  493* 
6k>Temment  Business,  m.  376 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  480* 
Oamam  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  657,*  559,*  560* 
Oamaru  Railway  Beserre,  q>  323 
Oamaru  Recreation  Beserres,  m.  438,*  632 
Oamaru  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  17* 
Peninsula  County  Bill,  2b.  485,*  486* 
lUrerion  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  133* 
Strath  Taieri  Bailway  Bill,  2b.  178* 
Thomson,  T.,  m.  15* 
Waikouaiti  Harbour  BOl,  2b.  298* 

JUnes  Bill, 
A.,  8b.  226 
<.<?.,  2b.  879;  3b.  721 

Mining  Companies  BUI, 
A.,2b.  409;  3b.  454 
<.e.,  lB.477;  2b.  and  3b.  555 

Mtmistorial  Besidenees, 

h.,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  567 ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com, 
593 

UimisUr^  Salaries, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  35 

Mokam  Disiriei, 
le,^  M.  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantell),  190 


Mohtoohbbt,  Mr.  W.,  AJcaroa, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  532 
Canterbury  Surreys,  q.  267 
CiTil  List  Bill,  Com.  581 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  700 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m. 

315,  316 
DisquiOification  Bill  No.  1,  Com.  216 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  228 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  383,  389 
Finaiicial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  654 
Financial  Statement,  m.  354,  358 
Land  Bill,  Adj.  511 
Loan  Bill,  Com.  717, 720 
Korth  of  Aockland  Works,  m.  202 
Railway  Surreys,  w.  749 
3—27. 


Montgombbt,  Mr.  Vf, -^continued. 
Supply — 

Class  X.,  765 

Class  XL,  471 

Land  Fund,  474, 764 

ProTincial  Liabilities,  790 

Trust  Fund,  475 

Taranaki  Mountain  Road,  788 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  32,  117 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  785 

Moore,  Hutchison,  and  Others, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Biyce),  567 

MooBHOVSB,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Christchureh, 
CiTU  List  Bill,  Com.  578 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m,  210 
Financial  Statement  m.  363 
Grey  River  Bridge,  m,  551 
Queenstown  and  Cromwell  Railway,  m.  806 
Supply — 

Class  X,  763,  764 
Want  of  Confidence,  m,  102 

MoBBiB,  Captain  G-.  B.,  Bast  Coast, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  749 
Gisbome  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  424,  426 
Ormond  Military  Settlers,  q,  634 
Priyilege,  m.  411 
Supply — 

Land  Fund,  756 
Tapsall  Ftonily,  q.  684 

Motueka  and  Mouiere  BaUway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  613 

Motueka  Boad, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  266 

Mount  Cook  Boad  Distriet  BUI, 
h,,  2b.  46 ;  3b.  304 
te.,  iB.  322 ;  2B.  and  3b.  378 

Municipal  Corporations  BilV, 
I.O.,  3b.  1 

Municipal  Officers, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Sharp),  34 

Mttbbat-Atkslby,  Mr.  H.  P.,  LytteUon, 
CiTil  List  Bill,  Com.  583 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m,  316 
Dipqualification  Bill  No.  1,  Com.  216 
Duration  of  Parliament  Bill,  Dis.  426 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  382 
South  Rakaia  Road  Board  Bill  No.  2.  Com.  455 
South  Dunedin  Beserres  Bill,  2b.  222 


Su] 


Class  L,  391 
Chkss  II.,  396,  397 
CUss  Vni.,  403 
Trust  Fund«  476 


Mttbbat,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Bruce, 
Adjournment,  m.  64 
CiTil  List  Bill,  Com.  682 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  701 
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MuBBAT,  Mr.  W.  A..— continued, 
Countj  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  205, 

815,  316 
DiBqoalification  Bill  No.  1,  Ck>m.  218 
Edooation  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  886,  888 
Employment  of  Females  BiU,  2b.  546 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  651 ;  4b.  679 
financial  Statement,  m.  458 
Grey  EiTor  Bridge,  m.  309,  311 
Ministerial  Besidences,  Bep.  Sel.  X)om.  595 
Ministers'  Salaries,  q,  85 
Snpplj — 

Ckss  I.,  890 

Class  XI.,  469 

Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Class  YI., 
752 

Land  Fund,  754,  755 

ProTincial  Liabilities,  766 
Tanmaii  Smelting  Works  BiU,  2b.  568 


N. 

Kahx,  Mr.  H.,  Western  Maori  (Member  of  Exe- 
cutiTe  without  Portfolio), 
Supply — 
CksB  yn.,  402 
Class  X.,  760,  765 

Napier  SospUal, 
A,  g.  (Mr.  Sutton),  500 

Napier  Swamp  Nuieance  Bill, 
Le.,  iB.  555 ;  2b.  566 ;  8b.  567 
A,  iB.,  2b.,  and  8b.  567 

Native  Affaire, 
h.,  Statement  (Mr.  Sheeban),  23Q,  518 

Native  Lande  BUI  No.  1, 
h,.  Com.  805 ;  8b. 

Native  Lande  BiU  No,  2, 
A,  IB.  197;  2b.  266 ;  3b.  593 
le.,  IB.  603  :  2b.  627;  3b.  668 

Native  Lande  Framde  Prevention  Act, 
A.M.  (Mr.  Sutton),  542 

Native  Marriagee  BiU, 
A,  2b.  57 

Native  Reeervee  BiU, 
l.c,f  m,  (Hon.  Captain  Fraser),  323 

NeUon  Gaeworkt  and  Watencorke  Bill, 
A,  iB.  618 ;  2b.  and  8b.  672 
Ix,,  IB.  and  2b.  680 

Neleon  Rifle  Prize  BiU, 
A,  3b.  528 
le,,  IB.  555 ;  2b.  587 ;  3b.  603 

New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  BUI, 
l.e,,  Com.  44,  378 ;  8b.  429 

New  Plymouth  Harbour  Endowment^ 
Ix.,  q,  (Hon.  Mr.  BucUey),  262 


New  Plymouth  Harbour  Endowment  BiU, 
A,  lB.20;  2b.  212;  8b.  214 
l,e,,  IB.  223 

New  Plymouth  Reeervee  BiU, 
2.c.,2b.  248;  8b.  404 

"  New  Zealand  Hand^took;' 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Barff)>  599 

NoATATA,  Hon.  W.  T.,  WeUington, 
Mackay's  Work  on  Middle  Island,  q.  555 

North  of  Auckland  Worke, 
A,  m.  (Sir  B.  Douglas),  197, 818 

NuBSE,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Otago, 
Eakanui  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  481 
Biyerton  Harbour,  q,  189* 
Birerton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  125«^ 
Waikouaiti  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  298 


Oamaru  Harbour  Board  BiU, 
A,  2b.  and  8b.  454 
?.c.,  IB.  477;  2b.  556 

Oamaru-Naeeby  Railway, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hislop),  197 

Oamaru  RaUway  Reserve, 
A,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  MiUer),  828 

Oamaru  Recreation  Reeervee, 
Lc,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  HoUnes),  486;  (Hon.  Mr. 
MiUer),  632 

Oamaru  Reeervee  BiU, 
l.c,,  2b.  17 

Onehunaa  Cemetery, 
A,  q,  (Mr.  O'Borke),  224 

Onehunya  Endowmente  BiU, 
A,  8b.  86 
^c,  iB.  121 ;  2b.  189 ;  8b.  322 

Opao  Island, 
A,  q,  (Mr.  Tawiti),  830 

Opawa  Bridge, 
A,  q.  (Mr.  Seymour),  599 

Ormond  Military  Settlers, 
h.,  q,  (Captain  Morris),  634 

Obmond,  Mr.  J.  D.,  CUve, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  537 
Catlin's  Biver  Telegraph,  m.  821 
Civil  List  Bill,  Com.  583 
Crown  Bedress  BiU,  Pass.  428 
Financial  Arrangements  BiU,  2b.  660 
Financial  Statement,  m.  357,  371 
Qisbome  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  426 
Land  BUI,  Adj.  512 
Loan  BUI,  Com.  717 
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Obmokd,  Mr.  J.  D. — conHntud, 
Ministerial  Besidences,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  598 
Native  Affidrs,  514 
Pablio  Works  Bill,  2b.  607 
Bailwaj  Material,  g.  423 
Sn^lj — 

CUSS  I.,  889,  890 

Immigration  and  Publio  Works,  Class  YI., 
752,  753 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  624 

O'BoBKB,  Mr.  G-.  M.,  Onehunga  (Chairman  of 
Committees,  H.  of  B.), 
Auckland  Grammar  School,  q.  673 
Countj  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m,  207, 

210 
Great  South  Boad  Toll-bars,  q.  786 
Onehun^  Cemetery,  q,  224 
ProTincial  Officers,  q,  695 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  28,  72 

Otago  Boyi  and  GirW  Sigh  Schools  Bill, 
U,,  Com.  196 ;  8b.  404 

Oiago  Earhowr  Board  BUI, 
i.,  Dis.  409 

Otago  Mweum  BiU, 
I.C.,  Com.  804 ;  8b.  322 


Parii  Bxhihition, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Bees),  66 


vUamentiurv  BuUdingt, 
,  m.  (Mr.  Bejnolds),  47 


Parliamen] 


Pai€a  Harbour  BiU, 
il.,3B.20 
he,,  IB.  41 ;  2b.  123  ;  3b.  322 

PATBB0OV,  Hon.  J.,  otago, 
Education  Bill,  m.  243* 
Education  Beserres  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  265* 
Gisbome  Harbour  Bill^  2b.  592 
Eakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  481* 
Milfbrd  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  448* 
Peninsula  County  Bill,  2b.  486* 
Thames  Water  Su|^ly  Bill,  2b.  193 
Thomson,  T.,  m,  16* 

Pbaoock,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury, 
CampbeU,  Dr.,  m.  327 
Christchuroh  Beserves  Bill,  2b.  191* 
Education  Bill,  m.  243* 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  494* 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  481* 
Oamam  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  561* 
Public  Health  Bill,  Com.  41* 
Biferton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  132* 
Southland  Boys'  and  Girls'  High  School  Bill, 

2b.  495* 
Strath  Taiari  BaUway  Bill,  2b.  181* 

Femntula  County  BiU, 
A.,  2b.  46;  8b.  304 
{.c,  IB.  322;  2b.  485 


Peninsula  County  Lihrariee  BUI, 
l,c.,  3b.  1 

Personal  Explanation, 
h,,  Obs.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  46 

Phabaztx,  Hon.  C.  J.,  Wellington, 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  493,  494 
Wellington  City  Loans  Bill,  8b.  13,  14 
West  Coast  Compensation  Claims,  q.  627 

Picton  and  Blenheim  Bailway, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Seymour),  599 

POLLBN,  Hon.  D.,  Auckland, 
Campbell,  Dr.,  m.  325,*  326* 
Canterbury  Boads  BiU,  2b.  490,*  491* 
Christchurch  Board  of  Health  Bill,  2b.  441* 
Christchuroh  Beserves  Bill,  2b.  191 
Crown  Bedress  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  195,*  299* 
Education  Bill,  Beoom.  250;*  Cons,  of  Amend. 

453* 
Gold  Mining  Districts  Bill,  2b.  407* 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  484* 
Milford  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  444* 
Native  Beserves  Bill,  m.  823* 
Oamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  557,*  562* 
Oamaru  Becreation  Beserves,  m.  438* 
Patea  Harbour  BiQ,  2b.  123* 
PubUo  Health  BUI,  Com.  43« 
Public  Libraries  BiU,  2b.  565* 
Eiverton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  125,*  128* 
Thames  Water  Supply  Bill,  2b.  191,*  194* 
Thomson,  T,  m.  15* 
Volunteers,  m.  435* 
WestUnd  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  BiU,  2b. 

556* 

Polling  Hours, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Stevens),  613 

Port  Chalmers  Compensation  BUI, 
l.e,.  Com.  196 ;  8b.  296 

Private  Bills, 
Lc,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hart),  247 

Privilege, 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  Travers),  1, 8, 73, 136 ;  q,  (Mr.  Fox), 
85;  Obs.  (Mr.  Fox),  409;  m.  456;  Obs. 
(Mr.  KeUy),  497 

Prize-flring, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Brandon),  499 

Prorogation, 
l.c,  By  Commission,  805 
h.,  House  Summoned,  806 

Provincial  Liabilities, 
I.O.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hall),  878 

Provincial  Officers, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  O'Borke),  695 

Public  Health  Bill, 
Ic,  Com.  41 ;  8b.  296 
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Fuhlic  Sealth  Bill  No,  2, 
h.,  IB.  20 

Public  Lihrariet  Billf 
h    3b.  454 
lli,  IB.  477 ;  2b.  564 ;  Sb.  587 

Public  Secreation  Beserves  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  409 

Public  Reserve*  BilU 
Lc,  2b.  163 ;  3b.  189 

Public  Beserves  Sale  Bill, 
I.e.,  3b.  1 

Public  Bevenues  Bill, 
he,  3b.  373 

Public  Bevenues  Bill  No.  2, 
h.,  IB.  634;  2b.  695  ;  3b.  745 
Ic.y  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  721 

Public  Works  and  Immigration  Loans  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  46 

Public  Works  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  197 ;  2b.  502 ;  Com.  508  :  Dis.  745 

Purakanui  BaiUoay  Station, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Keynolds),  46 

Ptxe,  Mr.  v.,  Dunstan, 
Strath  Taieri  and  Clyde  Bailwaj  Bill,  Com.  40 
Supply— 
ProTincial  Liabilities,  767 


Q. 

Queenstown  and  Cromwell  BaUway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Manders),  806 

Queenstoum  AthentBum  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  20 

Queenstoum  Waterworks  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  454 ;  2b.  and  3b.  745 
l.c.  IB.  721 


B. 

BaUway  Material, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ormond),  423;    (Mr.  Hursthouee), 
500;  (Mr.  Stevens),  694 

BaiUoay  Beserves, 
h.,  q.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  DiUon  Bell),  121 

Bailway  Surveys, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  749 

Bapu,  H., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bryce),  667 

Bating  Bill, 

A.,  IB.  672;  2b.  679;  8b.  694 
Ic,  IB.  721 ;  2r.  739 


Reb8,  Mr.  W.  L.,  Auckland  City  Bast, 
Adjournment,  m.  62,  63 
Aorere  Tramway,  m.  31^ 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  533 
CiTil  List  Bill,  Com.  583 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  697,  698 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  226,  230 
Dunedin  Municipal  Bill,  m.  307 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  387 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  644 
Financial  Statement,  m.  261,  294,  363 
Forest  Trees  Planting  Bill,  Com.  39 
Gisborne  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  426 
Grey  River  Bridge,  m.  313,  551,  554 
Kaikorai  Valley  Railway,  m.  458 
Eakanui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  38 
Land  Bill,  Adj.  510 
Loan  Bill,  Com.  716 
Martin's  Bay,  m.  305 

Ministerial  K^dences,  Rep.  8e1.  Com.  597, 598 
Native  Lands  Bill  No.  1,  Com.  205 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  201 
Paris  Exhibition,  m.  66 
Privilege,  m.  80,  100,  146,  166,  157,  161,  416; 

Obs.498 
Public  Works  BiU,  2b.  60i 
South  Dunedin  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  221 
Supply — 

Class  L,  390 

Class  II.,  893 

Class  YIII.,  402 

Class  XI.,  467,  469,  470 

Immigration  and  Public  Works — 
Class  II.,  761 
Class  VI.,  752 

Provincial  Liabilities,  791 
Trust  Funds,  m.  54 
Waipawa  County,  q.  629 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  22,  26,  30, 110,  111 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  624;    Cons,  of 

Amend.  784 

Begistration  of  Dogs  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  454 

Reid,  Mr.  D.,  Taieri, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  529,  748 
Civil  List  Bill,  Com.  574 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  317, 

318 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  1,  Pass.  429 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  1,  Com.  217 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  227 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  648 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  383 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  664 
Financial  Statement,  m.  260,  340,  371,  463, 

464 
Foley,  J.,  m.  62,  64 
Forest  Trees  Planting  Bill,  Cora.  38 
Grey  River  Bridge,  m.  309,  312,  554 
Hokitika  and  Greymouth  Railway,  m.  787 
Kaikorai  Valley  Railway,  m.  456 
Land  BiU,  Adj.  509,  511 
Ministerial  Residences,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  597 
New  Plymouth  Endowment  Bill,  Com.  214 
PrivUeffe,  m.  91,  95,  99, 161,  411 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  608,  604 ;  Com.  608 
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Bbid,  Mr.  D,—€oniinued. 
Btrerton  and  Otaalau  Bail  way,  m.  49 
South  Dunedin  Beserfes  Bill,  2b.  220,  222 
South  Taieri  and  Cljde  Bailwaj  Bill,  Com.  40 
Supplj — 

Class  I.,  390 

Clara  XI.,  471 

Land  Fund,  474 

ProTincial  Liabilitiet,  791 

Public  Works  Account,  764,  765,  789 
Taranaki  County  BeserTCs  Bill,  2b.  36 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  2b.  568 
Telegrams  Copyright  Bill,  1b.  746 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  21,  22,  29,  80 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  615,  619,  620; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  785 

Mepreseniation, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Fitaroy),  567 

BsnroLDS,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Port  Chalmers, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  583 
Auckland  Public  Works,  t».  543 
CitU  List  Bill,  Com.  671,  677 
Crown  Bedreas  Bill  No.  1,  Pass.  428,  429 
Dinqualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  225 
Dunedin  Municipal  Bill,  m.  306,  307 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  383,  389 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  546 
Financial  Statement,  m.  260,  362,  363,  366, 

463 
Ghreenwood  Pension  Bill,  Int.  501,  502 
€hey  Birer  Bridge,  m.  808, 552 
Letton,  L.,  m.  51 
Library,  m.  57 
Martin's  Bay,  m.  305,  551 
Ministerial  Besidences,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  595 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  204 
New  Plymouth  Endowment  Bill,  2b.  213 
Parliamentary  Buildings,  m.  47 
Pririlege,  m.  2,  82,  89, 100, 137, 145, 149,  411 ; 

Obe.487 
Purakanui  BaOway  Station,  q,  46 
South  Dunedin  Besenres  Bill,  2b.  221 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  390,  391,  392 

Class  IL,  397 

Class  in.,  398 

Class  YIL,  400 

Class  VIIL,  402 

Class  XI.,  468 

Trust  Fund,  475 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  2b.  668 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  28, 113 

BlCHABDSON,  Mr.  E.,  CArUtckurch  Cify, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  748,  749 
Omterbury  Bailwaj  Bridges,  q.  795 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  >».  209 
Dunedin  Municipal  Bill,  m.  307 
Orey  Biter  Bridge,  m.  310,  552, 553 
Harbour  Boards,  q.  528 
Hokitika  and  Greymouth  Bail  way,  m.  787 
Public  Works  BiU,  2b.  604 
South  Dunedin  Beserves  Bill,  2b.  221 
Supply- 
Class  L,  389,  390,  391 
Jjand  Fund,  756,  756 


BiOHABDBOV,  Mr.  E.—eoniinmed, 
S  upply — continued. 

Liabilities  1876-77,  753 

Public  Works  Account,  764,  765 

Taranaki  Mountain  Boad,  788 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  32 

BiOHMOKD,  Hon.  Major,  Nelson  (Chairman  of 
Committees,  L.C.), 
Christchuroh  Besertes  Bill,  2b.  191 
Disqualification  Bill,  Com.  744 
Education  Bill,  m.  241  j*  Beoom.  249* 
Private  BUls,  m.  247* 
Wyndham  Show-Ground  Bill,  Dis.  613 

BiCHMOKD,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Nelson  Suburbs, 
PrirUege,  Obs.  498 

Riverton  and  Otautcm  JRailwaifj 
h.,  HI.  (Mr.  Hodgkinson),  47 

Riverton  Harbour, 
1.0,,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Nurse),  189 

Riverton  Harbour  Bill, 
h,,  3b.  20 
Lc,  2b.  124 

BoBiKSOV,  Hon.  W.,  Nelson, 
Campbell,  Dr.,  m.  324,  325,  326 
Canterbury  Bailway  Lands  Bill,  2B.  692* 
Disiqualification  Bill,  Com.  743,  768,  769 
Education  Bill,  m.  246 

Education  Beserves  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  264 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  729 
OiBbome  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  691 
Government  Business,  m.  375 
Hutt-Waikanae  BaUway  Bill,  2b.  777 
Eakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  482 
Land  Bill,  Com.  606,  610 
Milford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  442 
Gamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  559 
Bailway  Bills,  Dis.  784 
Bating  Bill,  2b.  740 
Strath  Taieri  Bailway  Bill,  2b.  688* 
Te  Aro  Beclamation  Bill,  2b.  780 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  633 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  723 

BoLLESTON,  Mr.  W.,  Avon, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  631,  535 
Ac^urnment,  m.  62 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  698 
Crown  Bedress  Bill  No.  1,  Pass.  428,  429 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  389 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  546 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  669 
Financial  Statement,  m.  330 
Government  Natiye  Land  Purchases  BiU,  2b. 

600 
Greenwood  Pension  Bill,  Int.  601 
Land  BiU,  Ac^.  611;  Com.  672 
Ministerial  Besidences,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  594 
Privilege,  «.  77,  84,  410,  412 
Public  Works  BUI,  2B,  503 
Supply — 

Class  v.,  758 

Class  X.,  769 
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EoLLBSToy,  Mr:  W. — continued. 
S  upply — continued, 

tiabUities  1876-77. 758 

Trust  Fund,  476,  476 

Taranaki  Mountain  Eoad,  788 

Froyinciai  Liabilities,  790 
Want  of  Confidence,  tn.  82, 118 
Waate  Lands  Sale  BiU,  Adj.  625 ;  8b.  675 ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  785 

KowB,  Mr.  W.,  Thames, 
Apaiima  Brid^,  m.  5i38 
Auckland  Public  Works,  m.  542 
Civil  List  BiU,  Com.  580 
Dunedin  Municipal  Bill,  m,  806 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  886 
Gisbome  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  425 
Grey  River  Bridge,  m.  818 
Kakanui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  88 
PriTilege,m.  410 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  507 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  898 

Class  IV.,  899 

Class  v.,  758 

Class  YI.,  400 

Class  VIL,  401 

Class  XI.,  472 

Land  Fund,  478,  474 

Prorinoial  Liabilities,  792 
Thames  Endowments,  q.  804 
Thames  Mining  Inspector,  q.  499 
Waikato  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  428 

Moxhur^h  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  8b.  409 
I.e.,  iB.  429 ;  2b.  477 ;  8b.  768 

Russell,  Captain  W.  B.,  Napier, 
Aorere  Tramway,  tn.  820 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  588 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  889 
Financial  Statement,  m.  866 
GKsbome  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  425 
Ministerial  Residences,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  595 
Native  Lands  Bill  No.  1,  Com.  205 
Privilege,  tn.  411 

Sale  of  Spirits  to  Natrves,  tn.  55,  56 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  757 

Class  VI.,  400 

Class  VIL,  401 

Ckss  Vni.,  402 
Wairoa  Mail  Service,  q.  500 

Russell,  Hon.  H.  R.,  Hatoke^s  Bay, 
Waipawa  County  Council,  q.  628 


8. 

Sale  of  Spirits  to  Natives, 
h.,  tn.  (Mr.  Sutton),  55 

Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others*  Claitns  BiU, 
h.,  Dig.  745 


School  of  Mines, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bar£f),  268 

Seaton,  Mr.  J.,  Caversham, 
South  Dunedin  Reserves  BiU,  2b.  219, 222 

SlYMOUB,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Wairau, 
Aparima  Bridge,  tn.  580 
Cbey  River  Bridge,  tn.  808 
Opawa  Bridge,  q.  599 
PictoQ  and  Blenheim  Railway,  q.  599 
PubUc  Works  BUI,  2b.  604 
Ratmg  BUI,  2b.  679 

Shabf,  Mr.  J.,  Nelson  City, 
Municipal  Officers,  q.  84 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  BUI,  Cons,  of 
Amend.  706 

SHBEHAy,  Mr.  J.,  Rodney  (Native  Minister  and 

Minister  of  Justice), 
Adjournment,  m.  64 
Aided  Schools,  q.  499 
Aparima  Bridge,  tn.  529,  749 
Armed  Constabulary,  q.  187 
Balolutha  RaUway,  q.  684 
Brunner  Railway,  q.  786 
Canterbury  RaUway  Bridges,  q.  795, 796 
CivU  List  BUI,  Dis.  501  j  Com.  576 
Counties  BiU,  q.  46 
Crown  Redress  BUI  No.  1,  Pass.  429 
BisquaUfication  BiU,  Com.  215 
Duntroon  and  Eurow  RaUway,  q.  599 
Duration  of  Parliaments  BiU,  IHs.  427 
East  and  West  Coast  RaUway,  q.  881 
Education  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend.  881, 382,  385, 

388,889 
Featherston  and  Masterton  RaUway,  q.  695 
Financial  Stotement,  m.  261,880,  870,  371 
Foley,  J.,  tn.  52 
Gk)vemment  Native  Land  Purchases  Bill,  2b. 

600,601 
Grace,  Rev.  T.,  q.  500 
Greenwood  Pension  BiU,  Int.  501 
Harbour  Boards,  q.  528 
Hume,  J.,  q.  85 

Eaikorai  VaUey  RaUway,  Com.  458 
Kakanui  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  87 
Earetai,  K.,  q.  267 
Land  BUI,  Adj.  509,  510,  513 
LyeU  Water  Supply,  q.  684 
Lyttelton  Gaol  Prisoner,  q.  567 
Manawatu  Land  Orders  BUI,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

881 
Manffahoe  Fishing  Rights,  q.  65 
Meadows,  R.  W.,  q.  500 
Meurant,  Mrs.,  q.  678 
McManus,  Mrs.,  q.  84 
Ministerial  Residences,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  594 
Moore,  Hutchison,  and  Otners,  q.  567 
Motueka  and  Moutere  RaUway,  q.  618 
Napier  Hospital,  q.  500 
Native  Affairs  Statement,  230,  518,  522 
Native  Marriages  BUI,  2b.  57 
New  Plymouth  Endowment  BiU,  2b.  213 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  201 
Opao  Ishind,  q.  380 
Opawa  Bridge,  q.  599 
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Shsehan,  Mr.  J. — continued, 
Pioton  and  Blenheim  Bailway,  q,  599 
PriTilege,  m.  83, 140,  425 
Prize-firing,  q,  499 
Publio  Works  BiU,  2b.  502,  607 
Bulway  Material,  q.  500,  695 
Bapo,  H.,  q,  567 
Bating  BiU,  2b.  679,  680 
Biyerton  and  Otaatau  Bailway,  m,  48 
Sale  of  Spirits  to  Natires,  m.  56 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  599,  600 
Supply — 

cIbm'L,  ^890,  892,  393,  757 

OlaM  IL,  894,  895,  396,  757 

ClasB  lY.,  899 

Claae  Y.,  899 

Oast  TI.,  400 

Clan  yn.,  400,  402 

Glass  VIII.,  402,  403 

Class  X.,  758,  759,  760 

Class  XI.,  467 

Immigration  and  Pablic  Works — 
Class  I.,  750 
Class  m.,  751 
Class  IX.,  758 

Land  Fund,  473,  474,  475,  754,  755,  766 

lialHUties  1876-77,  753 

ProTincial  Liabilities,  766, 767, 768,  789,  790, 
791 

PnbHc  Works  Account,  764,  766,  788,  789 

Taianaki  Mountain  Soad,  788 

Trust  Fund,  475,  476 
Taipari,  W.  H.,  q.  268 
Ti^sall  Family,  q,  634 
Taranaki  County  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  36 
Tswhiao,  Obs.  185 
Telegrams  Copyright  Bill,  1b.  746 
Thames  Volunteers,  q.  499 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  114 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  Adj.  626,  634 ;  Cons. 

of  Amend.  750,  784 
Winton-Xingston  Bailway,  q.  792 

SA^ppin^  and  Seamen* a  Billt 
il.,2B.224i  8b.  593 

Shbihski,  Mr.  S.  E.,  Waitaki, 
dvii  Lbt  BUI,  Com.  568 
Grey  lUyer  Bridge,  m.  808 
Kakanui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  87 
Privilege,  m.  149,  411 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  32 
Supply — 

ChMl.,391,757 

Class  TIL,  400, 401 

Class  Vin.,  402 

aassX.,764 

Prorinoial  Liabilities,  766 

Slauslderhoueee  BUI, 
I.e.,  2b.  20;   8b.  60 

8(mth  Dunedin  Beeervee  Bill, 
k^  2b.  219 

Somtkland  Boys*  and  GirW  Righ  School  BiU, 
k.,  2b.  uid  dB.  409 
;^.,  2b.  494;  8b.  587 


South  Bakaia  Boad  Board  Bill  No,  1, 
A.,  Dis.  746 

South  Bakaia  Boad  Board  BiU  No,  2, 
A.,  Com.  456;  Du.  746 

Spbasbb,  Hon.  the,  Ic,  (Sir  J.  L.  C.  Biohardson), 
Adjournment,  Obs.  122* 
Call  of  the  Council,  m.  406,*  407,*  687,*  627* 
Campbell,  Dr.,  m.  325* 
Disqualification  Bill,  Com.  748,*  744,*  745,* 

770,*  771,*  772* 
Education  Bill,  m.  243,*  244  ;*  Beoom.  249* 
Fish  Protection  BiU,  3b.  878* 
GoTcmment  Business,  m.  374,*  876* 
Immigration  and  Publio  Works  Appropriation 

Bill,  2b.  792 
Jervois.  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  688,*  687* 
Land  BiU,  Com.  607,*  608,*  609* 
MUford  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  448* 
Oamaru  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  558,*  660,*  561,* 

564* 
Oamaru  Becreation  Beserre,  m.  688* 
Volunteers,  m.  434* 
Waikouaiti  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  298* 
Waipawa  County  CouncU,  q.  629* 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  630* 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BiU,  2b.  723,*  724* 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  BUI,  2b.  666* 
Wyndham  Show-Ground  BUI,  1b.  618* 

Spbakeb,  Mr.,  h.  (Sir  W.  Fitsherbert), 
Adjournment,  m.  62,  63 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  534 
Appropriation  Bills,  Obs.  806 
CitU  List  BUI,  Com.  586 
Disqualification  BUI  No.  2,  2b.  229 
Financial  Statement,  m.  342,  360,  Ac. 
Xaikorai  VaUey  BaUway,  Com.  458 
Loan  BU>,  Com.  716,  717,  718,  719 
Lusk,  H.  H.,  Obs.  103, 108 
PrivUege,  m.  1,  2,  77,  79,  80,  81,  84,  91,  99, 

100, 101, 137, 138, 139,  140,  146,  409,  415, 

416;  Obs.  497,  498 
PubUc  Works  BUI,  2b.  604 
BaUway  Surreys,  m.  749 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  20  &c.,  101, 102, 109, 

110,  111,  114, 117, 118 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  A<^.  626,  685 

Speaker,  Mr., 
h,,  m.  (Sir  0-.  Ghrey),  8 

Special  Contracte  Confirmation  Bill, 
I.e.,  3b.  60 

Staffobd,  Mr.  B.  W.,  Timaru,         , 
Adjournment,  m.  136 
CivU  Service,  q,  197 

Financial  Statement,  q,  197 ;  m.  368, 371 
Grey  River  Bridge,  m.  311 
Marine  Engineer,  q.  36 
Timaru  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  214,  215 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  22, 102 

Stamp  Bill, 

A.,lB.567;  2b.  599;  3b.  593 
I.C.,  iB.  603 ;  2b.  and  3b.  626 


Digitized  by 


Google 


STB 


[INDEX.] 


SWA 


Steybitb,  Afr.  E.  C.  J.,  CkritUhmrck, 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  700 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  208 
Duration  of  Parliaments  Bill,  Dis.  426 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  887 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  653 
Financial  0talement,  m.  259,  330 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid,  q,  381 
Ljttelton  Gaol  Prisoner,  q.  667 
Polling  Hours,  g.  613 
Bailwaj  Stores,  q.  694 
Bating  Bill,  2b.  679 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  600 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  398, 757 

Class  II.,  473 

Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Class  II., 
751 

Land  Fund,  756 

ProTincial  Liabilities,  791 
Trust  Funds,  m.  54 

8i,  Andrewl's  Church  Bill, 
Lc,  3b.  1 

Stout,  Mr.  B.,  Dunsdiuy 
Adjournment,  m.  60 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  531,  748 
Catlings  BiTer  Telegraph,  m.  321 
CiyU  List  Bill,  Com.  568,  573 
Crovm  Bedress  Bill  No.  1,  8b.  427 ;  Pass.  428 
Duration  of  Parliaments  Bill,  Dis.  427 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  544 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  663,  664 
Financial  Statement,  m.  260,  848,  862,  &c. 
Forest  Trees  Planting  Bill,  Com.  38 
Hokitika  and  Greymouth  Railway,  m.  787 
Eaikorai  Valley  Bailway,  Com.  457 
Land  Bill,  Adj.  510 ;  Com.  572 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  711 ;  Com.  715,  719,<721 
NatiTe  Marriages  Bill,  2b.  57 
New  Plymouth  Endowment  Bill,  2b.  213 
PriTilege,  m.  2,  77,  79,  91,  100,  136, 147, 164, 

162,  409,  410,  417,  419,  456 
Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  506 
Supply—  * 

dass  L,  889,  890,  891,  892,  757 

Class  II.,  398, 894>  395,  896,  897 

aass  v.,  757 

Class  X.,  758,  759, 760,  761,  762,  768,  764 

Class  XI..  470 

Land  Fund,  478,  754,  756 

Liabilities  1876-77,  753 

Provincial  Liabilities,  767,  789,  790 

Public  Works  Account,  788 

Taranaki  Mountain  Boad,  787,  788 
Taranaki  County  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  86 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

568,  569 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  28,  80,  33,  78,  102, 

109 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  619,  684 ;   Cons,  of 

Amend.  784 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  706 

Strath  Taieri  and  Clyde  MaUwagf, 
1.0,,  q,  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  296 


Strath  Taieri  and  Clyde  Bailway  Bill, 
h.,  Com.  40  ;  8b.  41 
I.e.,  IB.  41 ;  2b.  168,  687 ;  Dis.  788 

Supply, 
Class  I.,  378,  389,  757 
Class  II.,  393,  757 
Class  III.,  398,  757 
Class  IV.,  899,  757 
Claw  v.,  399,  757 
Class  VI.,  399.  758 
Class  VII.,  400,  758 
Class  VIII,  402,  758 
Class  IX.,  404,  758 
Class  X.,  404,  758 
Class  XI.,  467,  758,  788 
Defence  Loan,  478 
Immigration  and  Public  Works — 

CUss  I.,  750 

Class  II.,  751 

Class  III.,  751 

Class  IV.,  751 

Class  v.,  751 

Class  VL.  761 

Class  VII..  758 

Class  VIII..  753 

Class  IX.,  753 

Class  X.,  758 
Land  Fund,  473,  754,  764 
Liabilities  1876-77,  chargeable  on  Consolidated 
Fund- 
Class  I.,  753 

Class  II.,  764 

Class  III.,  765 

Class  IV.,  756 

Class  IX.,  757 

Class  X.,  768 

Class  XI.,  759 
ProTincial  Liabilities,  766,  768,  789 
Public  Works  AoconnI,  764,  788 
Taranaki  Mountain  Boad,  787 
Trust  Fund,  475 

SXJTTON,  Mr.  F.,  Napier, 

Aparima  Bridge,  m.  530 

County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m,  816 

Financial  Statement,  m.  339 

Napier  Hospital,  q.  500 

Native  Affkirs.  521 

NatiTe  Lands  Frauds  PreTontion  Act,  tn.  648 

Native  Marriages  Bill,  2b.  68 

Privilege,  m.  101, 160 

Pablio  Works  Bill,  2b.  606 

Ratinff  Bill,  2b.  680 

Sale  of  Spirits  to  Natives,  m,  65,  66 

Supply- 
Class  VI.,  399,  400 
Class  Vlir.,  403 
Provincial  Liabilities,  767 

Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  621 

SwAVBOV,  Mr.  W.,  Newton, 
Buller,  Dr.,  m.  60 
County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  816, 

317 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  1,  Pass.  429 
Duration  of  Parliaments  Bill,  Dis.  427 
Education  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  382, 387 
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SwAirsoK,  Mr.  W. — continued, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  870 
Gbeenwood  Pension  Bill,  Int.  501,  502 
Qrej  BiTer  Bridge,  m.  313>  553,  554 
Martin's  Bay,  m.  306 
Mearant,  Mrs.,  q.  673 
Ministerial  Besidences,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  595 
PriTilege,  la.  101,  410,  416 
Supply — 

class  I.,  392 

Class  n.,  393,  397 

Class  v.,  757 

Class  Vn.,  401 

aass  Vm.,  403 

Class  X.,  761,  763,  764 

Land  Fund,  754,  756 

LiabUities  1876-77,  753 

Trust  Fund,  475,  476 


TiUBOA,  Mr.  H.  K,  Southern  Maoris 
Crown  Bedress  Bill  No.  1,  Pass.  429 
Earetai,  K,  q,  267 
Maogahoe  Fishing  Bights,  q.  65 
Maori  Eaika  Boad,  m.  550 
KatiTc  Marriages  Bill,  2b.  57 
Supply — 

Class  Vir.,  401 

Class  X.,  761 
Taipari,  W.  H.,  q.  268 

Tmpan,  W.  H., 
K  9-  (Mr.  Taiaroa),  268 

TaptaU  Family, 
K  ^  (Captain  Morris),  634 

Tanmaki  Iron' Sand, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  KeUy),  248 

TarvMoJIn  County  Reserves  Bill, 

i.,2B.36;  3b.  197 

U,  IR.  223 ;  2b.  251 ;  3b.  296 

Tantnaki  Roctds  and  Bridges  Bill, 
1,21.409;  3b.  528 
U^  1b.  555 ;  2b.  and  3b.  587 

Termaki  Smelting  Works  Bill, 
i,  iB.  266  ;  2b.  and  3b.  304 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

568 
U,  IB.  322 ;  2b.  487,  525  ;  Com.  526 ;  8b.  555 

Tmt^iao, 
K  Obs.  (Mr.  Sheehan),  135 

Tawtti,  Mr.  H.  K.,  Northern  Maori, 
Opao  Island,  q,  330 

Tt  Aro  Bedamaiion  Bill, 
A.,lB.407;  2b.  and  8b.  593 
U,lB.  603;  2b.  780 

Telegrams  Copyright  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  and  2b.  746 

4-27. 


Thames  Endowments, 
h.,  q.  (Hr.  O'Borke),  304 

Thames  Mines  Inspector, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Bo  we),  499 

Thames  Volunteers, 
h.,q,  (Mr.Tole),498 

Thames  Water  Supply  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  46 
I.e.,  IB.  59  J  2b.  191 

Thomson,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Clutha, 
Adjournment,  m.  63 
Balclutha  Bailwaj,  q.  634 
Catlin's  Biver  Jetty,  m.  551 
Catlin's  Biyer  Telegraph,  m.  52,  320 
CiTil  List  Bill,  Com.  575 

Thomson,  T., 

I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Nurse),  16 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Wood),  528 

Thomdon  School, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  598 

Timaru  and  Gladstone  Board  of  Works  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  634 ;  2b.  and  3b.  672 
I.e.,  iB.  and  2b.  680 

Timaru  Board  of  Works, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wakefield),  34 

Timaru  Sarhour  Bill, 
^.,1B.  20;  2b.  214;  3b.  304 
/.c,  IB.  322 ;  2b.  438 ;  Dls.  768 

Tolb,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Eden, 
Thames  Volunteers,  q.  498 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  8 

Teatbbs,  Mr.  W.  T.  L.,  Wellington  City, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  637 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  701 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  2b.  647 
Foley,  J.,  m.  53 
Government  Native  Land  Purchases  Bill,  2b. 

600 
Hokitika  and  Greymouth  Bailway,  m.  787 
Letton,  L.,  m,  52 
Native  Marriages  Bill,  2b.  58 
Privilege,  m.  1,  3,  78,  79,  81,  84, 139, 141, 150, 

167, 160;  Obs.  497 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  599 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  392 

Class  II.,  394 

Class  v.,  767, 758 

Class  X.,  763 

Immigration  and  Public  Works — 
Class  I.,  750 
Class  VI.,  751,  762 
Class  IX.,  753 

Land  Fund,  755,  756 
Taranaki  County  Beserres  Bill,  2b.  86 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend, 

668 
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Tbatbbs,  Mr.  W.  T.  L.^eoniinued. 
Want  of  CoDfidence,  m.  Ill,  114 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  2b.  617 
WestlaDd  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Bill,  Cons,  of 
Amend.  706 

Trust  Funds, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Stevens),  64 


V. 

Volunteers, 
l.e.,  m,  (Hon.  Colonel  Brett),  480 

Vohinteers  and  Others  Land  Bill, 
I.e.,  Sb.  13 


W. 

Waikato  Harbour  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  880 ;  2b.  423 ;  Com.  and  8b.  550 
I.e.,  IB.  555  :  Dis.  587 

Ifaikato  Hospital  Reserves  Bill, 
Ic,  3b.  18 
A.,  iB.  224  ;  2b.  and  8b.  248 

Waikato  Port, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  672 

Waikoaaiti  Athenetum  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  20  ;  SB.  197 
I.e.,  IB.  228  ;  2b.  298  ;  8b.  404 

Waikouaiti  Harbour  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  20  ;  8b.  197 
he.,  IB.  228  ;  2b.  296 

Waipawa  County, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Bees),  629 

Waipawa  County  Council, 
l.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bussell),  628 

Wairoa  Mail  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  600 

Waitoa  Land, 
h.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  501 

Waiwera  School  Olebe  Bill, 
I.C.,  8b.  18 

Wakapuaka  Telegraph  Site  Bill, 
I.e.,  8b.  18 

Wakkpield,  Mr.  E.,  Oeraldine, 
Canterbm^  Bailway  Eeserres,  q,  268 
Kakanui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  87 
Ministerial  Besidences,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  695,  597 
Priyilege,  m.  79, 100, 188, 139, 140, 148 
Timani  Board  of  Works,  q.  84 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  22,  24,  28,  29 

Wallace  and  Fiord  Hospital, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Sod|;kin8on),  529,  541 


Walsh  and  Others  Pension  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  248 
Ic,  IB.  248i  2b.  296;  3B.322 

Want  qf  Conjtdenee, 
h.,  m,  (Major  Atkinson).  5,  20,  72, 101, 109 

Wabok,  Mr.  J.  C,  CoUrtdge, 
Aparima  Bridge,  m.  585 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  656 
Supply — 
Class  U.,  895 
Immigration  and  Public  Works,  Class  II., 

751 
Public  Works  Account,  765 

Waste  Lands, 
I.C.,  m,  (Hon.  Colonel  Kenny),  829 

Waste  Lands  Boards  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  528 

Wasts  Lands  Boards  Continuance  Bill, 
l.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  565 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  567 

Waste  Lands  Committee, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  629 

Waste  Lands  Sals  Bill, 
h.,  lB.593  ;  2b.  614,  634  ;  Com.  678  ;  Sb.  676  ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  750 
l.e.,  iB.  680;   2b.  722;   Com.    and  8b.  724; 
Cons,  of  Amend.  784 

Wellington  City  Loans  Bill, 
I.e.,  8b.  13 

Wellington  Beserres  BiU, 
I.C.,  3b.  404 

West  Coast  Compensation  Claims, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn),  627 

West  Harbour  Mayoralty  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  567  ;  2b.  and  3b.  598 
I.e.,  iB.  608 ;  2b.  and  3b.  627 

WeHland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  and  2b.  248 ;  8b.  464 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

706 
I.e.,  iB.   477;  2b.  655;    8b.    627;    Cons,    of 

Amend.  694 

Westport  and  Oreymouth  Coal  Fields, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kennedy),  266 

Whangarei  Port  Bill, 
k.,  IB.  304  ;  2b.  528 ;  8b.  693 
I.e.,  IB.  603  ;  2b.  687  ;  3b.  768 

Whitakeb,  Mr.  F.,  Waikato, 

County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  209 
DiMiualification  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  225,  229 
Lusk,  H.  H.,  Obs.  108, 107 
Native  Marriages  Bill,  2b.  57 
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Whitakbb,  Mr.  1^.— continued. 
New  Plrmooth  Endowment  Bill,  2b.  213 
North  of  Auckland  Works,  m.  201 
PrirUege,  m.  82,  84 
Soath  Dunedin  Besenw  BOI,  2b.  222 
Want  of  Confidence,  ffi.  82«  113 

Whitkobe,  Hon.  Coloae),  SawJce*s  Bay  (Clolo- 

nial  Secretary), 
Adjoamment)  Obs.  122* 
Bluff  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  123* 
Call  of  the  Council,  «.  4M,*  627» 
Campbell,  Dr.,  m,  324, 827,»  328» 
Canterbury  Bailway  Lands  Bill,  2b.  773* 
Christchuroh  Board  of  Health  Bill,  2b.  440* 
Christchurch  Beserres  Bill,  2b.  191* 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  740  •  741* 
Counties  Bill,  q.  430  ;*  2b.  736* 
Crown  Bedress  Bill  No.  2,  2b.  195,*  303* 
Defences  of  the  Colony,  q,  249* 
Disqualification  Bill,  2b.  736,*   737,*  789  j* 

Com.  743,*  7^,*  768,*  769,*  770,*  771,* 

772;*  3b.  772* 
District  Railways  Bill,  2b.  164* 
Education  Bill,  m.  242,*  244;*  Recom.  249,* 

250  ;*  Cons,  of  Amend.  452* 
Education  Beserres  Bill,  2b.  45;*   Cons,  of 

Amend.  262,*  265* 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  2b.  724,*  734* 
Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  2b.  527,*  528* 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  494* 
CKsbome  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  589* 
GkHre  Bailway  Bridge,  q.  525 
Ooremment  Business,  m.  373,*  374,*  376,* 

877* 
QoTemment  Natiye  Land  Purchases  Bill,  2b. 

671* 
Qreymouth  Native  Beserres,  q,  323* 
Hutt-Waikanae  BaUway  Bill,  2b.  778,*  780* 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

Bill,  2b.  793,*  794* 
Jackson's  Bay,  q.  4t11^ 
Jerrois,  Sir  W.,  Visit  of,  684,*  687* 
Kakuiui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  477,*  479,*  483* 
Lftnd  Bill,  2b.  603  ;•  Com.  606,*  609,*  610,* 

611* 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  742,*  743* 
Mackay's  Work  on  Middle  Island,  q.  555* 
Maori  Real  Estate  Bill,  2b.  668,*  670* 
Milford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  442,*  449,*  452* 
Mine*  BiU,  2b.  379* 
Mokaa  District,  m.  190* 
Napier  Swamo  Bill,  2b.  566* 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Endowment,  q.  262* 
Oamaru  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  557,*  561* 
Oamaru  Bailway  Reserre,  q.  323* 
Oamam  Recreation  Reserve,  m.  633* 
Patea  Harbour  Board  BiU,  2b.  124* 
Prorincial  Liabilities,  q.  378* 
Public  Health  Bill,  Com.  42* 
Public  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  163,*  164* 
Bailway  BiUs,  Dis.  782,*  783,*  784* 
Bailway  Beserves,  q.  121* 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  739* 
Riverton  Harbour,  a.  190* 
Riverton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  3b.  126,*  129* 
Slaugbterhouses  Bill,  2b.  20* 


Whithobb,  Hon.  Colonel — conHuued, 
Southland  Boys'  and  GHris'  High  School  BiU, 

2b.  495* 
Strath  Taieri  RaUway  Bill,  2b.  173,*  180  ;•  g. 

296* 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  BUI,  2b.  525* 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill,  2b.  781* 
Thames  Water  Supply  BiU,  2b.  193* 
Thomson,  T.,  m.  15* 
Volunteers,  m.  434* 
WaUcouaiti  Athensum  Bill,  2b.  298* 
Waikouaiti  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  297* 
Waipawa  County  Council,  g.  629* 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  631* 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI,  2b.  722,*  724* 
West  Coast  Compensation  Claims,  q.  627* 
WesUand  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  BiU,  2b. 

555,*  566* 

WiaLBY,  Hon.  T.  H.,  Nelton, 

Canterbury  Railway  Lands  BiU,  2b.  776 
MUford  Harbour  BUI,  2b.  441,*  443,*  452* 

WiLLiAKSON,  Hon.  J.,  Auckland^ 

Canterbury  Railway  Lands  BUI,  2b.  692,*  773 
Education  Reserves  BiU,  Cons,  of  Amend.  265* 
Financial  Arrangements  BUI,  2b.  733 
Gisbome  Harbjur  BiU,  2b.  591* 
Eakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  483* 
Milford  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  449* 
Oamaru  Recreation  Reserve,  m.  633 
Southland  Boys'  and  Q-irls'  High  School  BiU, 

2b.  495* 
Strath  Taieri  Railway  BUI,  2b.  690* 
Thames  Water  Supply  BUI,  2b.  192* 

Wilson,  Hon.  J.  N.,  Hawhe't  Bay^ 
Crown  Redress  BUI  No.  1,  2b.  565 
GK>vemment  Native  Land  Porchaset  BiU,  2b. 

671 
Maori  Real  Estate  BUI,  2b.  670 

Winion  and  Kingston  Railway ^ 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  792 

Wood,  Mr.  W.,  Mataura, 

Adjournment,  m.  63 

Aparima  Bridge,  m.  748 

CivU  List  Bill,  Com.  575 

County  and  Municipal  Endowments,  m.  209 

Employment  of  Females  BiU,  2b.  549,  550 

Finan(nal  Arrangements  BiU,  2b.  649 

Financial  Statement,  m.  363 

Forest  Trees  Planting  BiU,  Com.  38 

Land  BUI,  Adj.  512  ;  Com.  572 

Loan  BUI,  Com.  718 

Mataura  Paper  MiU,  q.  330 

Ministerial  Residences,  m.  596 

PrivUege,  m,  139,  412,  425 

Supply- 
Class  XL,  472 
Provincial  Liabilities,  767 

Thomson,  T.,  q,  528 

Waikato  Port  BUI,  3b.  550 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  26,  102 

Waste  Lands  Sale  BiU,  2b.  634;    Com*  of 
Amend.  785 
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NEW    ZEALAND. 


PARLIAMENTAKT  DEBATES. 


Second  SStMion  of  tfie  Sixtfj  parliament. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  2nd  November,  1877. 


Pint  Beftding—Seoond  Beadiog— Third  Beadings. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Domicile  Bill. 

SECOND  READINO. 
Public  Beserrcfl  Sale  BilL 

THIBD  READINGS. 
Municipal     Corporations    Bill,  St.    Andrew's 
Church    Bill,  Lyttelton    Harbour    Board    Bill, 
Peninsula  County  Libraries  Bill. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  four  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  EBPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday f  find  November,  1877. 


Pririlege. 


Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PB4TBB8. 

PRIVILEOB. 
Mr.  8PEAZEB,— With  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  wish  to  stat«  that  there  appear  on  to- 
day's Order  Paper  two  notices  of  motion— one 
ly  Mr.  Stout,  "That  the  position  assumed  by 
His  Excellency  the  Ooyernor  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  memorandum  of  the  27th  October,  1877, 
in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  N. 
Wilson  to  the  LegLsuitiTe  Council,  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  privileges  of  Parliament ; " 
and  one  by  Mr.  CHsbome,  "That  a  respectful 
address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Gforemor,  expressing  the  regret  of  the  House 

YOL.  ZXYII.-1. 


of  BepresentatiTes  that  His  Excellency,  in  his 
memorandum  of  the  27th  October,  1877,  to  the 
Premier,  should  haye  taken  notice  of  a  matter 
in  a^tation  and  debate  in  this  House.  That 
this  House  considers  that  it  possesses  the  ancient 
and  undoubted  right  and  prinleee  of  the  House 
of  Commons — namely,  that  the  Crown  ought  not 
to  take  notice  of  any  matter  in  agitation  or 
debate  in  that  House."  I  may  say  that  these 
are  not,  strictly  speaking,  reeukr,  as  no  notice 
was  giyen  of  them ;  but,  this  being  a  question  of 
priyilege,  the  House  adjourned  yesterday  in  order 
to  take  the  matter  into  consideration.  I  have 
stated  so  much  to  the  House  on  the  position 
of  the  question,  and  the  opinion  of  honorable 
members  will  bear  me  out,  that  I  think  I  should 
be  best  acting  in  conformity  with  what  I  gather 
to  be  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  House  not 
to  put  the  question  formally,  but  to  wait  and  see 
whether  any  action  or  proposal  has  arisen  out  of 
the  deUberation  of  honorable  members  on  this 
question. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— When  the  House  adjourned 
yesterday  it  was  at  my  suggestion,  with  the  yiew 
of  considering  what  steps  might  be  taken  in  the 
meantime,  in  order  that  the  question  raised  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  might 
be  discussed  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  dig- 
nity of  this'  House,  and  as  free  as  possible  from 
all  party  feeling  or  party  spirit.  And  with  a  yiew, 
Sir,  of  enabling  the  matter  to  come  before  this 
House  in  such  a  way — with  a  yiew  of  enabling 
this  House  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration 
in  the  most  impartial  manner — it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House, 
presided  oyer  by  yourself,  should  be  appointed 
search  for  precedents,  and  to  report  on  the  sub- 
ject so  raised.  I  therefore  moye,  as  a  necessary 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City 

Mr.  MONTGK)MERY.  — The  motion  is  not 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  TRAYERS.— I  moye,  as  a  substantive 
resolution,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  search  for  precedents  and  to  report  to  this 
House  in  relation  to  the  question  of  privi- 
lege raised  by  Mr.  Stout,  to  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing members— namely,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs. 
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Stafford,  Stout,  BoUeston,  Gisborne,  Beader 
Wood,  Moorhouse,  Bees,  Harper,  Jolmston, 
Montgomerj,  O'Borke,  Wakefield,  Ballance,  and 
the  mover,  with  power  to  call  for  persona  and 
papers ;  to  report  on  Monday  next ;  nine  to  be 
a  quorum ;  and  to  sit  to-morrow,  if  necessary. 
I  presume,  Sir,  that  in  considering  this  motion 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  refer  in  any  degree  to 
the  matter  that  is  likely  to  be  discussed,  and  that 
the  House  will,  should  it  see  its  way  clear,  adopt 
the  suggestion  I  make,  and  agree  to  this  resolu- 
tion without  entering  into  any  discussion  whatso- 
ever at  present  on  the  main  question  inrolyed  in 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City.  With  these  observations  only,  I  would 
move  the  motion  which  I  have  already  read  to 
the  House.  I  may  be  permitted,  howerer,  to 
state  that  the  selection  of  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee has  been  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
indicate,  on  the  face  of  it,  the  absence  of  any 
intention  to  treat  this  question  as  at  all  a  part^^ 
question.  It  has  been  felt  by  those  who  have 
been  actinp^  with  myself  in  this  matter  that  it  is 
desirable,  in  a  question  such  as  that  which  is  now 
raised  between  the  House  and  His  Excellency 
the  GoTemor,  that  it  should  be  treated  as  dis- 
passionately as  any  judicial  proceeding  would  be 
treated  by  an  ordinary  tribunaL  We  are  not 
concerned  in  dealing  with  this  question  from 
any  other  point  of  view  than  that  of  adjusting 
and  placing  on  a  proper  footing  the  relations 
which  should  subsist  between  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  and  this  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  I  feel  assured  that,  in  approaching  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question,  whether  by  the  Com- 
mittee, or  by  this  House  afler  hearing  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  it  will  be  done  in  a  perfectly 
calm  and  dispassionate  manner.  I  feel  assured, 
moreover,  that  the  gentlemen  who  compose  that 
Committee  will  be  able  to  offer  to  this  House 
valuable  suggestions  and  information  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Question  itself. 

Mr.  SPBAKEB.— In  putting  this  question,  I 
would  point  out  that,  although  it  is  unusual  and 
contnuT  to  the  practice  to  have  the  names  of  a 
Select  Committee  proposed  and  put  to  the  vote 
on  the  same  day,  still,  this  being  a  question  of 
priyilege,  and  there  being  precedents  for  such  a 
proceeding,  I  think  I  shall  be  right  in  putting 
the  question. 

Mr.  RE  YNOLDS.— I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the 

groposition  of  the  honorable  member  lor  Wel- 
ngton  City,  but  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  to 
put  it  whether  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
that  this  motion  should  be  carried  without  no- 
tice. It  miffht  be  a  rery  bad  precedent  for  the 
future  if  Select  Committees,  especially  of  privi- 
lege, should  be  appointed  without  notice  being 
given.  I  trust  you  will  put  it.  Sir,  whether  it 
is  the  desire  of  the  House  that  such  a  motion 
should  be  made  without  notice. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.~There  are  many  precedents 
for  such  a  proceeding,  and  I  intended  to  convey 
that  such  was  the  case  by  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  accord- 
ing to  usual  practice  to  name  a  Committee  on  the 
same  day  as  the  motion  was  made.  In  this  case, 
owever,  a  question  of  privilege  is  involved,  and 
Mr,  Travers 


there  are  many  precedents  where,  in  such  oases, 
a  similarproceedmg  is  followed. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  do  not  object  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee,  bat  I  should  not  like  it 
to  be  thought  that  there  is  any  doubt  on  the 
part  of  the  House  that  its  pririleges  hare  been 
invaded.  I  am  only  afraid  that  the  resolution 
would  assume  that  aspect  if.  the  House  should 
pass  the  motion  in  its  present  form.  I  think 
something  might  be  put  into  the  reSblution  to 
the  effect  that  this  House  considers  that  a  breach 
of  its  privileges  has  been  committed.  The  reason 
why  a  search  for  precedents  is  made  is  simply  to 
obtain  information  as  to  the  course  which  the 
House  should  pursue  if  its  privileges  have  been 
inyaded.  If  they  have  not  been  invaded  there  is 
no  use  in  a  search  for  precedents.  I  only  state 
that  now,  in  order  that  it  may  not  be  considered 
that  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  hat 
not  been  committed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN.— I  understand  that  this 
is  simply  a  Committee  of  inquiry,  and  when  the 
report  is  brought  up  it  will  be  competent  for  the 
House  to  take  any  action  it  may  think  fit.  It 
would  be  better  not  to  put  in  such  words  as  the 
honorable  member  suggests,  as  it  might  only  lead 
to  an  unseemly  conflict. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  rise  to  more,  That  the 
Standing  Order  which  provides  that  notice  be 
given  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
be  suspended,  m  order  that  we  may  not  deviate 
from  the  regular  course  of  procedure.  There  is 
no  doubt  there  may  be  precedents  for  the  course 
which  is  now  proposed ;  but  I  say  it  is  a  rery 
dangerous  principle  to  admit  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, especially  on  privilege,  may  be  appointed 
without  notice  unless  by  tl^  full  concurrence  of 
the  House.  I  do  not  say  this  in  any  spirit  of 
opposition  to  the  motion ;  and  it  is  a  very  simple 
matter  to  suspend  the  Standing  Order,  as  there 
are  sufficient  members  present,  so  that  our  pro- 
ceeding may  be  perfectly  regular. 

Mr.  SP£AE:eR.~I  think  it  right  to  sUte  to 
the  House  that  in  my  opinion  such  a  proceeding 
is  unnecessary  when  a  question  of  privilege  is  be- 
fore the  House.  Questions  of  privilege  are,  from 
their  yery  nature,  urgent,  and,  as  they  take  prece- 
dence of  all  other  business,  they  also  ovemde  all 
those  rules  which  refer  to  ordinary  business,  in- 
asmuch as  the  major  includes  the  minor.  If  the 
House  thinks  it  necessary  to  moye  the  suspension 
of  the  Standing  Orders,  I  vriU  proceed  to  put  the 
question ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary.  I 
await  the  decision  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Mbmbbss. — ^No,  no. 

Mr.  Sfsakeb  put  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN.— I  should  like  to  ask 
whether,  on  this  Committee  being  appointed,  it 
should  not  sit  at  once. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.— It  is  premature  to  answer 
that  question. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  would  venture  to  put  the 
question  in  another  form.  What  will  be  the 
effect,  on  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  of  the 
Speaker  being  on  that  Committee?  Will  the 
House  continue  io  sit  in  the  absence  of  the 
Speaker  P 

Mr.   SPEAKER.-- It   is    evident  that  the 
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Speaker  cannot  be  in  two  places  at  once ;  but  of 
coarse  the  House  will  haTO  to  decide  what  action 
it  will  take  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Mondayt  Bth  November,  1877. 


Mr.  Speaker— Pririlege— Want  of  Confidence. 

Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

MB.  SPEAEEB. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  G-.  0RET,  it  was 
i^esolredt  That  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  Mr. 
Speaker's  health,  he  be  authorized,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  to  call  upon  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  to  occupy  the  chair  at  such  . 
times  as  he  may  require  him  to  do  so,  without 
question  being  put. 

PRIVILEaE. 

Mr.  TBAYEBS  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  Pririleges  of  the  House, 
w'hich  was  read  as  follows : — 

"The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  search  for 
precedents  and  to  report  to  this  House  in  relation 
to  the  question  of  pririlege  raised  by  Mr.  Stout, 
bare  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : — 

"  1.  Your  Committee,  in  obedience  to  the  ur- 
gency imposed  on  them  by  the  House,  met  imme- 
diately alter  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  on 
Friday  last,  and  hare  since  then  given  their 
undivided  attention  to  the  subject  remitted  to 
ihem.  Ample  discussions  hare  taken  place,  and 
s  careful  research  after  precedents  has  been 
instituted. 

'*  2.  Your  Committee  find  that  the  precedents 
examined  and  the  records  of  Fariiament  and 
writers  on  constitutional  history  ^osttm  establish 
or  recognize  the  principle  that  any  notice  by  the 
Crown  of  any  matter  in  agitation  or  debate  in 
Piurliament,  but  by  the  information  or  agreement 
of  Parliament,  is  an  infringement  of  the  pririleges 
of  Parliament. 

"  8.  They  apply  this  principle  to  the  memoran- 
dum of  His  Erxcellency  the  Grovemor  of  the  27th 
October  ultimo,  as  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
of  S^resentatires  by  command  of  His  Excel- 
lency, upon  advice  of  Ministers,  in  which,  in  effect, 
His  Excellency  declines  to  take  the  advice  of  his 
Ministers,  upon  a  question  to  which  he  otherwise 
raises  no  objection,  on  the  distinct  ground  that  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  his  Ministers  is 
pending.  The  exact  words  of  the  memorandum 
of  His  Excellency  the  Qnvemor  are  as  follow : — 
"  'Wellington,  27th  October,  1877. 

"  *  The  Governor  presents  his  compliments  to 
Sir  George  Grey,  and,  in  reply  to  his  memo- 
randum on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Legislative  Council,  the  Go- 
vernor regrets  that,  af^  the  opinion  expressed 


by  him  yesterday  to  Sir  George  Grey,  the  Go  - 
vemment  should  have  considered  it  necessary  to 
press  this  appointment  upon  him;  aud  he  can 
onlv  repeat,  in  a  more  formal  manner,  what  he 
said  yesterday.  If  Sir  Geoiv;e  Grey  informs  the 
Governor  that  he  requires  this  appointment  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  Mr.  Wilson  to  take  office 
in  the  Government,  he  will  make  it  at  once.  If, 
however,  it  is,  as  Sir  George  Grey  informed  him 
yesterday,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
the  Legislative  Council  another  gentleman  be- 
longing to  the  legal  profession,  there  can  bo  no 
pressing  urgency  for  the  appointment ;  and  the 
Governor  is  of  opinion  tnat  it  would  be  un- 
desirable to  make  it  at  a  time  when  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  is  pending. 

" '  If  the  Government  are  supported  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  the  Governor  will  be  happy 
to  accept  their  advice,  and  appoint  Mr.  Wilson  to 
the  Legislative  Coundl ;  but,  pending  the  decision 
of  the  Assembly,  the  Governor  must  decline  to 
make  the  appointment.  "  '  Kobhakbt.' 

"4.  Under  this  view,  your  Committee  have 
been  unable  to  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than 
the  following : — 

"  That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor, in  noticing  a  matter  in  agitation  or  debate  in 
the  House  as  the  reason  for  refusing  to  accede  to 
advice  tendered  by  his  Ministers,  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 

"  6.  Your  Committee  report  herewith  the  min- 
utes of  their  proceedings. 

"  William  Pitzhbbbbet, 

"  5th  November,  1877."  "  Chairman. 

Mr.  TRAVEB8.  — I  beg  to  move,  That  this 
House  concurs  in  the  report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Privileges  of  the  House,  and  that 
a  respectful  address  be  presented  by  this  House 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  covering  the 
resolution  of  this  House.  As  may  bo  seen  from 
the  minutes  of  proceedings,  I  was  not  present 
when  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted ; 
but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  had  I 
been  present,  I  should  have  voted  for  the  adoption 
of  the  report.  I  may  at  once  state — that  which 
will  be  accepted  by  the  House  generally,  that 
which  was  assumed  throughout  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee— that,  if  this  does,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  amount  to  a  breach  of 
the  pririleges  of  this  House,  it  was,  on  the  part  of 
His  Excellency,  an  inadvertent  breach.  No  mem-  . 
her  of  the  Committee  for  one  moment  suggested, 
nor,  I  trust,  will  this  House  for  one  moment 
assume,  that  the  action  of  His  Excellency,  if  it 
should  be  deemed  to  have  been  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Hoiise,  was  intended  to  be  so. 
But  the  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  I  think  it  m^  duty  to  endeavour 
to  satisfy  this  House  that  it  would  be  justified 
in  accepting  the  report  of  the  Committee,  not  as 
assuming  that  His  Excellency  was  guilty  of  a 
wilful  breach  of  the  pririleges  of  this  House, 
but  as  evincing  a  determination  on  the  part  of 
this  House  to  rindicate  its  privileges.  In  order 
that  the  matter  may  be  understood,  I  will  very 
briefly  advert  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  The 
Government  were  desirous  of  introducing  into 
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the  Legislatire  Counoil  a  Mr.  Wilson,  a  gentle- 
man -vdiose  character  and  position  we  haye  no 
right  to  discuss.  We  may  assume  that,  when 
Ministers  recommended  the  appointment  of  a 
gentleman  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislative  Council, 
thej  would  not  take  upon  themselves  the  respon- 
sibUitjr  of  making  that  recommendation  if  they 
supposed  that  the  public  interests  of  the  colony 
would  in  any  degree  suffer  by  its  adoption.  But 
we  are  not  called  upon  to  discuss  the  position  or 
the  character  of  Mr.  Wilson ;  nor  do  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  that  this  House  should  discuss  the 
question  of  the  constitutional  relations  existing 
between  the  Governor  and  his  Ministry.  We 
are,  as  I  apprehend,  dealing  in  a  purely  judicial 
spirit  with  a  question  affecting  the  privileges 
of  this  House,  and  we  have  to  consider  whether 
or  not  a  breach  of  its  privileges  has  taken 
place.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  Government 
moved  His  Excellency  to  appoint  Mr.  Wilson  to 
the  Legislative  Councd.  His  Excellency  dediued 
to  accept  that  recommendation,  coupling  his  re- 
fusal with  reasons  which,  I  think,  amount  to  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House.  Some- 
thing may  be  said  in  regard  to  the  publication  of 
those  reasons,  and  to  the  fact  that  those  reasons 
were  given  by  His  Excellency  to  his  Advisers  in 
connection  with  the  confidential  relations  which 
existed  between  them  and  himself.  But,  never- 
theless, it  appears  to  me  that  the  very  use  of 
those  reasons,  although  strictly  confidential, 
would  have  amounted  to  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House.  It  is  a  question  whether 
tms  House  could  have  taken  those  reasons 
into  its  consideration,  unless  they  had  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  this  House;  but.  His  Excel- 
lency having  concurred  in  placing  the  correspon- 
dence on  the  table,  including  the  reasons  for 
refusing  to  give  his  assent  to  their  request,  he 
must  be  held,  on  his  own  authority,  to  have 
placed  before  the  House  the  reasons  which 
actuated  him  in  refusing  to  accept  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Government.  The  House 
is,  therefore,  by  the  act  of  His  Excellency  him- 
self, in  possession  of  those  reasons  ;  and,  beine  in 
possession  of  them,  the  House  is  perfectly  j)us- 
tified  in  considering,  irrespective  of  all  questions 
of  confidential  relations  between  himself  and  his 
Government,  whether  those  reasons  do  or  do 
not  constitute  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House.  No  precedent  was  discovered  by  the 
Committee .  which  went  directly  to  the  question 
at  issue;  but,  as  the  report  of  the  Committee 
observes,  all  the  precedents  they  were  able  to 
discover,  from  the  earliest  days  in  which  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  asserted  its 
privileges,  concur  in  establishing  the  principle 
adopted  by  the  Committee — the  principle  that 
the  Governor  of  this  colony  is  not,  for  purposes 
of  his  own  executive  action,  to  take  notice  of  any 
matter  pending  in  either  House  of  Parliament 
before  tnat  matter  is  brought  under  his  notice 
through  the  ordinary  and  proper  official  channel. 
In  deuing  with  the  question  submitted  to  him  by 
his  Ministers,  he  took  notice  of  a  debate  in  this 
House,  upon  the  result  of  which  would  depend 
the  fate  of  his  Ministry.  The  action  of  His  Ex- 
cellency in  adducing  those  reasons  for  refusing  to 
Mr,  Traveri 


accede  to  the  request  of  his  Ministers  was,  inad- 
vertently no  doubt,  bringing  the  weight  of  his 
own  opinion  in  regard  to  the  Ministry  to  bear 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  question  before 
this  House.  This  House  would  have  been  justi- 
fied in  accepting  those  reasons  as  indicative  of 
a  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  His  Excel- 
lency in  his  Ministry,  and  we  must  not  forget 
that,  when  a  gentleman  occupying  his  high 
position  does  in  any  degree  indicate  that  state 
of  feeling  towards  his  Ministers  in  so  for- 
mal a  manner  as  he  has  done  in  his  memoran- 
dum, he  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  bringing  the 
pressure  of  his  opinion,  to  bear  on  this  House. 
These  are  the  grounds  on  which  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  has  resolved  that  in  this  case  His 
Excellency  has,  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  pri- 
vileges of  this  House,  token  notice  of  matter  in 
debate,  and  based  his  own  executive  action  upon 
the  existence  of  that  matter  in  debate.  It  is  for 
these  reasons  that  the  Committee,  in  applying 
the  principle  which  they  deduced  from  the 
various  precedents  before  them,  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  His  Excellency's  action  amounted 
to  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House. 
The  question  of  publication  might,  as  I  have 
already  said,  be  a  material  question.  It  might 
open  up  two  distinct  views.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  relations  of  Ministers  to  the  Governor 
are  of  a  strictly  confidential  nature.  Ministers, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Governor,  cannot 
disclose  that  which  takes  place  between  them 
in  Cabinet,  and  the  Governor  is  equally  bound 
to  keep  secret  all  that  occurs  in  Cabinet.  In 
fact,  the  consent  of  both  parties  is  necessary 
to  the  publication  of  anything  that  takes  place 
in  Cabinet.  Therefore,  before  Ministers  could 
have  informed  the  House  of  the  reasons  which 
actuated  His  Excellency  in  declining  to  accede 
to  their  request,  they  were  bound  to  get  the 
consent  of  His  Excellency  to  do  so.  When  that 
has  been  done,  then  we  have  the  mutual  action 
of  both  parties — each  has  concurred  j  and,  the 
publication  having  taken  place,  both  parties  are 
bound  to  accept  the  full  responsibility  that  at- 
taches to  such  publication.  If  the  Governor  had 
refused  his  assent  to  the  publication,  then  this 
House  might  not  have  been  in  a  position  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  matter.  But  assuming  that 
Ministers,  acting  in  that  constitutional  manner 
which  was  open  to  them,  had,  upon  the  Gover- 
nor's refusal  to  accept  their  advice,  tendered 
their  resignations  to  His  Excellency  on  the 
ground  that  they  no  longer  enjoyed  his  confi- 
dence, it  would  then  have  been  necessary  for 
Ministers  to  have  justified  that  course  to  this 
House:  in  fact,  the  House  would  have  been 
entitled  to  press  Ministers  to  disdose  the  rea- 
sons which  had  actuated  them  in  taking  that 
step.  If  they  said  that,  in  taking  such  a  course, 
they  had  felt  compelled  to  take  it  in  consequence 
of  the  Governor  having  refused  to  take  their  ad- 
vice, the  responsibility  for  the  next  step  would 
have  rested  vrith  the  House.  The  second  position 
is  not  the  one  before  us,  but  nevertheless  it  is  a 
position  in  which  Ministers  may  be  placed,  and  it 
would  be  one  of  a  very  embarrassing  character. 
It  is  one  which  satisfies  me  that  it  is  at  the  mo- 
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ment  when  the  execntiTe  action  of  the  O-oyemor 
is  based  upon  what  may  be  treated  as  a  breach 
of  the  priyileges  of  this  House  that  the  offence 
against  this  House  is  committed.  It  is  not  com- 
mitted by  publication.  It  is  committed  when  the 
GoTernor  takes  notice  of  that  which  is  passing 
in  the  House,  and  which  has  not  come  under  his 
cognizance  in  the  proper  official  manner.  There- 
fore I  conceive  that  the  publication  of  the  matter 
has  sothing  to  do  with  it,  except  in  investing  this 
House  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  reasons  which 
actuated  His  Excellency  in  declining  to  accept 
the  advice  of  his  Executive.  His  Excellency's 
act  docs  not  become  a  wrong  simply  because  the 
House  has  become  cognizant  of  it.  It  is  for  these 
reasons  that  I  concur  iu  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  it  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  ask  the 
House  to  concur  in  that  report.  I  think  it  be- 
comes us,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  to  take  the 
earliest  possible  notice  of  any  attempt,  however 
inadvertent,  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  of  the 
colony  to  infringe  the  privileges  of  this  House  j 
but  I  feel,  while  moving  that  this  is  a  breach  oif 
privilege,  that  it  is  due  tb  His  Excellency  to  say 
that  in  our  opinion  it  was  done  inadvertently 
and  unintentionally.  I  think  it  should  be  stated 
in  tb»  address  to  His  Excellency  that  this  House, 
while  feeling  it  to  be  its  duty  to  bring  under  his 
notice  the  fact  that  a  breach  of  its  pnvileges  has 
been  committed,  also  feels  itself  bound  to  say  that 
His  Excellency  had  erred  inadvertently  and  unin- 
tentionally. I  beg  to  move  the  motion  to  which 
I  have  referred. 

Question  put,  "That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to ;"  upon  wnich  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes  33 

Noes         19 


Blajority  for 


Mr.  Baicent, 
Mr.  Balance, 
Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Biyce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hialop, 
Mr.  HodgJdnson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Eitzroy, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  HnrBthoufle, 


14 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Kahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Biees, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Travers. 

KOBS. 

Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 


Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  McLean, 


TelUri, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Eichmond. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker  vacated  the  chair,  and  the  CnAni* 
MAir  of  Committees  took  it. 

Subsequently  the  following  message  was  re- 
ceived from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  : — 

"  The  Governor  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  an 
address  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  an- 
nouncing the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the 
report  of  a  Select  Committee  appointed  to  search 
for  precedents  and  to  report  to  the  House  in 
relation  to  the  question  of  privilege  raised  by  Mr. 
Stout,  *That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  in  noticing  a  matter  in  agitation  or 
debate  in  the  House  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to 
accede  to  advice  tendered  by  his  Ministers,  was 
an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  House.* 

"  The  Governor  begs  to  inform  the  House  that 
he  has  forwarded  the  same  to  his  constitutional 
Advisers,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  has  received  the 
advice  of  his  Ministers,  he  will  forward  his  reply 
to  the  House  of  Representatives." 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 

The  adioumed  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question,  That  this  House  has  no  confidence  in 
the  Government;  and  the  amendment,  That, 
as  the  Government  have  not  yet  declared  their 
policy,  this  House  declines  in  the  meantime  to 
entertain  the  question  of  "confidence"  or  "no 
confidence  "  in  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — It  will  be  in  your  recollection. 
Sir,  and  that  of  most  honorable  members,  that  a 
few  evenings  ago  I  asked  the  House  tb  adjourn, 
because  I  thought  it  would  be  an  act  of  kindness 
on  our  part  to  Mr.  Speaker,  who  was  Buffering 
from  a  severe  cold  and  indisposition.  Certain 
honorable  members  at  that  time  appeared  to  differ 
from  me,  but  they  will  now,  I  hope,  feel  assured 
of  the  fact  that  I  was  acting  from  the  best  of 
motives  towards  the  honorable  gentleman  who  so 
lately  presided  over  us,  seeing  that  to-day  he  has 
had  to  ask  you  to  take  the  chair  in  order  to 
relieve  him  from  his  duties,  as  he  is  too  ill  to 
remain.  I  felt  that  an  adjournment  was  also 
necessary  in  order  to  allow  two  members  of  the 
Ministry,  who  were  then  indisposed,  to  recover 
their  health,  so  as  to  be  able  to  appear  and 
take  part  in  this  debate.  Unfortunately,  our 
hopes  in  that  direction  have  not  been  altogether 
realized,  and,  although  those  honorable  gentle- 
men are  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery,  they  are  not 
able  yet  to  take  their  places  in  this  chamber. 
The  honorable  member  who  brought  the  motion 
of  want  of  confidence,  in  speaking  in  support 
of  it,  stated  that,  if  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
now  occupy  the  Treasury  benches  were  to  look 
into  the  rubUc  Account  and  make  a  fair  state- 
ment to  the  House,  he,  for  one,  would  give 
them  his  hearty  support.  That  statement  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  an  extraordinary  one,  for  the 
Ministry  had  scarcely  taken  their  seats  when  the 
honorable  member  brought  forward  this  motion, 
before  they  had  had  anything  like  fair  time  to 
look  into  the  accounts,    it  struck  me  that  it  was 
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a  kind  of  red-herring  which,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  drawing  acroM  the  scent  in  order  to 
disturb  the  minds  of  honorable  members  and  to 
delay  the  business  of  the  countrr.  Had  he  waited 
till  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  brought  down  his 
Financial  Statement,  and  had  he  uien  been  in 
a  position  to  prove  that  the  statements  of  that 
honorable  gentleman  were  incorrect,  or  that  the 
policy  shadowed  forth  would  be  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  country,  I  should  perhaps 
be  found  voting  for  the  honorable  member; 
but  throughout  his  whole  speech  nothing  was  left 
upon  my  mind  but  the  impression  that  he  was 
in  a  hurry  to  regain  his  seat  on  the  Treasury 
benches  without  allowing  the  accounts  to  be 
looked  into,  and  without  allowing  the  public 
to  know  our  proper  position.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  also  he  accused  the  Premier 
of  being  an  autocrat.  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  for  many  years,  and  I  cer- 
tainly have  never  known  him  to  be  guilty  of  con- 
duct that  would  deserve  such  a  term.  JBut  what 
did  we  see  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  ?  During  the  last  recess  officers  were 
dismissed  without  a  moment's  warning,  without 
even  the  cause  of  their  dismissal  being  explained 
to  them.  That,  to  my  mind,  was  rather  an  auto- 
cratic proceeding.  I  do  not  believe  that,  if  the 
whole  colony  were  searched,  we  should  find 
another  gentleman  more  despotic  in  his  ideas, 
and  more  autocratic,  than  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont;  and,  when  he  tried  to  make  the 
House  believe  that  the  Premier  was  an  autocrat, 
I  think  he  was  making  a  mistake,  and  that  really 
he  wished  the  House  to  understand  that  he 
himself  was  the  autocrat.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber further  went  on  to  say  that  the  present  Pre- 
mier never  had  a  majority  in  the  House.  Let  us 
for  one  moment  glance  at  the  positions  of  the  two 
honorable  gentlemen.  One  has  certainly  a  very 
strong  following  in  this  House,  whilst  the  other, 

E^rsonally,  has  none.  The  honorable  member  for 
gmont  has  no  party  in  this  House  to  follow  him 
or  to  esteem  him  either  for  his  ability  or  for 
anything  he  has  done  for  the  eood  government 
and  welmre  of  the  colony.  Although  he  has  for 
years  been  in  the  Goverament,  he  has  never 
shown  us  that  great  ability  which  he  would  fain 
have  us  believe  he  possesses.  Other  speakers 
who  followed,  and  notably  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikato,  endeavoured  to  make  honorable 
members  believe  that  it  was  owing  to  the  House 
beinff  in  an  excited  state  of  mind  that  the  Native 
Lands  Bill  was  dropped.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  statement  whatever  could  have  fallen  more 
flatly  upon  the  ears  of  honorable  members  than 
did  that  assertion.  We  are  all  perfectly  well 
aware  that  had  that  measure  been  passed  the 
peace  of  the  colony  would  have  been  endangered. 
An  honorable  gentleman  near  me  says  '*  No."  I 
repeat  that  had  that  measure  been  passed  the 
peace  of  the  colony  would  have  been  endan- 
gered ;  and,  in  fact,  I  believe  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  war  would  have  been  inevitable.  I 
do  not  say  this  without  having  a  large  knowledge 
of  the  Natives,  perhaps  quite  as  large  as  that 
possessed  by  most  members  of  this  House ;  and 
Mr,  Hamlin 


thus  it  is  that  X  speak  somewhat  positively  on 
the  matter.  The  honorable  member  for  Napier 
(Mr.  Sutton),  in  addressing  the  House  the  other 
evening,  told  us  that  the  ^egrams  received  from 
ManuMri  and  others  had  not  been  correctly  inter- 
preted. I  had  the  honor  of  seeing  those  telegrams 
when  they  were  received ;  I  saw  the  interpretation ; 
and  I  can  tell  that  honorable  gentleman  that  thev 
are  perfectly  and  straightforwardly  interpreted. 
There  was  nothing  added  to  nor  anything  taken 
from  them,  but  the  wishes  of  those  who  sent  the 
telegrams  were  merely  put  into  English.  Upon 
this  I  can  speak  more  positively  than  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  inasmuch  as  I  have  a  very  great 
knowledge  indeed  of  the  Maori  language — cer- 
tainly a  much  greater  knowledge  than  the  honor- 
able member  for  Napier.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man's colleague,  in  addresing  the  House,  took 
exception  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Eastern  Maori  District.  I  shall  go 
more  into  that  subject  when  speaking  as  to  what 
I  think  those  telegrams  clearly  point  to,  and  as 
to  the  good  that  may  be  gained  generally  by 
the  colony  retaining  the  present  Gbvcmment  in 
office ;  but  before  proceedmg  to  that  I  should  like 
to  refer  to  one  or  two  renmrks  which  fell  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City.  That 
honorable  gentleman,  in  excusing  his  conduct,  said 
that  the  Government  had  already  foreshadowed 
its  poller.  He  was  shortly  afterwards  followed 
bv  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr. 
Fox),  who,  on  the  other  hand,  was  positive  that 
the  Government  had  not  shown  their  policy.  It 
was  amusing  to  listen  to  the  contradictions  which 
seemed  to  exist  in  the  minds  of  those  gentlemen, 
who  both  stated  that  they  intended  to  support 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont. 
We  have  one  honorable  gentleman,  with  a  long 
political  career,  a  man  who  has  ^served  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  in  Parliament  for  many 
years,  stating  most  positively  that  no  policy  has 
been  shadowed  forth;  whilst  we  have  another 
honorable  gentleman,  who  has  also  occupied  high 

Sositions  in  the  colony,  stating  that  it  had  been 
edared.  Now,  were  wo  not  aU  men  possessed  of 
minds  of  our  own>  who  can  discern  the  views, 
wishes,  and  intentions  of  people,  we  might  be 
misled  by  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  who  occupy 
high  positions,  and  who  have  been  before  the 
pm>lic  for  a  great  length  of  time.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that,  had  proper  time  been 
given,  the  Gt>vemment  would  have  brought  down 
a  policy  which  would  have  been  aooeptable  to  a 
large  majority  of  this  House ;  and  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  being  brought  down  in  such  a 
hurried  manner  simply  goes  to  prove,  in  my  mind, 
that  honorable  gentlemen  were  afraid  that  such  a 
policy  would  be  propounded  as  would  deprive 
them  of  the  opportumty  of  ever  again  sitting  on 
those  benches.  That  is,  to  my  mind,  a  patent  fact. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  HAMLIN. — I  am  very  glad  to  have  been 
able  to  get  a  "  Hear,  hear,"  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont.  I  trust  it  is  given  from  the 
bottom  of  his  heart,  and  not  from  his  lips  alone ; 
for  it  is  quite  apparent  that  he  was  actuated  by 
sordid  and  mercenary  motives  in  bringing  do\m 
his  motion. 
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Major  ATKINSON.  — I  should  like  to  call 
joar  attention  to  those  worda,  Sir. 

The  ACTING-SPEAKER.— It  is  not  Parlia- 
mentazy  to  impute  such  motivee,  and  I  hope  the 
honorable  sentleman  will  not  repeat  them. 

Mr.  HJJkiLIN. — I  bow  to  your  ruling,  Sir. 
I  would  be  Teiy  sonrr  to  use  words  which  are 
not  Faiiiamentuj.  Of  course  I  recall  them,  al- 
though I  cannot  help  saying  that  that  was  the 
impression  left  on  my  mind.  We  certainly 
should  hare  greater  reasons  for  the  adoption  of 
the  motion  than  those  giyen  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  when  he  mored  it.  The  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  tried  to  make  a  point  by 
attempting  to  show  that  an  immense  saying  had 
been  made  by  the  abolition  of  pronncial  institu- 
tions ;  but  tbe  honorable  gentleman,  haying  been 
absent  irom  the  colony  for  some  time,  was  eyi- 
deotly  not  aware,  or  had  forgotten,  that  during 
his  absence  the  county  sjrstem  was  established ; 
and  he  omitted  to  take  into  consideration  the 
expenditure  incurred  in  bringing  that  system  into 
operation  and  working  it  generally.  Had  the 
honorable  gentleman  taken  this  into  account,  he 
would  haye  failed  to  show  that  any  saying  had 
been  effiscted,  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  haye 
been  obliged  to  admit  that  larger  expenditure  had 
to  be  izu^orred.  I  was  a  consistent  opponent  of 
Uie  Goyemment  last  year,  and  I  opposed  them 
because  I  did  not  think  they  were  carrying  out 
the  Public  Works  scheme  in  a  systematic  man- 
ner, or  in  a  wuy  beneficial  to  the  well-being  and 
general  good  of  the  colony.  Many  reasons  were 
urged  upon  tbe  late  Qoyemment  for  pushing  on 
certain  works.  Tliey  neglected  those  works,  and 
consequently  the  colony  has  been  a  great  loser. 
Now,  I  think  that  to  allow  such  a  state  of  things 
to  exist  would  simply  be  equiyalent  to  admitting 
that  there  are  only  seyen  gentlemen  in  New  Zea- 
land capable  of  goyeming  it.  There  are  those 
who  think  differently,  and  I  trust  that  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  occupy  the  Treasury  bendies 
will  baye  fair-pky,  and  that  time  will  be  allowed 
them  to  shadow  forth  their  policy  and  to  carry  it 
out  I  said  just  now  that  I  should  haye  to  allude 
to  the  remariu  which  fell  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  (Captain  Russell)  with  refer- 
ence tb  the  obserrations  of  the  honorable  member 
ibr  the  Eastern  Maori  District.  The  honorable 
member  for  Napier  accused  that  honorable  gentle- 
man of  threatening  this  House  with  a  war  upon 
eyenr  possible  occasion.  I  have  listened  to  most 
cf  the  speeches  which  that  honorable  gentleman 
has  deliyered  to  this  House.  He  has  not,  of  his 
own  personal  will,  threatened  the  House  with 
a  war,  but  has  simply  said  that,  from  his  know* 
ledge  of  tbe  mind  of  the  Natiyes,  he  belieyes 
that  under  certain  circumstances  n  war  would 
in  all  probability  break  out.  Surely  that  is  not 
threatening  the  House  with  a  war.  It  is  the 
doty  of  eyeiy  member  who  knows  the  state  of 
feeling  existing  in  any  particular  part  of  the 
country  to  come  here  and  explain  the  yiews  of 
tiiose  whom  he  may  represent.  That  is  all  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District 
did.  I  myself  haye  been  for  months  somewhat 
uneasy  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Natiyes.  Some 
people  haye  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  present 


concentration  of  the  l7atiyes  in  what  is  termed 
"  the  King  coimtry."  They  haye  tried  to  make 
the  public  beUeye  that  the  object  of  the  Natiyea 
in  this  concentration  of  their  people  is  simply  to 
cultiyate  the  land  and  sell  the  produce  to  the 
Europeans.  Were  that  really  the  fact  no  one 
would  be  more  delighted  than  myself.  But  I 
think  the  late  Gbyemment  must  haye  been  told 
that  certain  people  in  the  King  country  had 
stated  that  they  were  concentrating  their  people 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  attempt  to  regain 
the  Waikato.  Thus  it  was  that  the  settlers  in 
that  district  felt  uneasy  at  the  conduct  of  the 
late  Ministry  in  withdrawing  the  Constabularr 
from  a  yery  important  post  m  the  Waikato.  A 
question  was  asked  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Waina  on  the  subject,  but  the  idea  was 
pooh-poohed,  and  an  opinion  expressed  that  the 
Natiyes  were  collecting  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  growing  grain,  and  other  peaceful  purposes. 
Some  montl^  a^  one  of  the  King's  executiye 
came  into  my  district,  and  he  did  not  for  one 
moment  hide  the  intention  of  the  Natiyes.  Ha 
told  us  that  he  had  come  to  take  away  the  best 
and  the  ablest  young  men  he  could  find  in  the 
district,  for  the  purnose  of  haying  them  ready 
for  retaking  the  WaUato.  That,  I  belieye,  must 
haye  been  reported  to  the  Goyemment.  If  not, 
some  of  their  Natiye  officers  haye  been  yeir  neg* 
lectful  of  their  duty,  inasmuch  as  it  was  known 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  dis- 
trict.  I  saw  Ahipene  Kaihau  take  away  fifty  or 
sixty  as  fine  men  as  it  has  erer  been  the  pleasure 
of  any  man  to  look  at.  Now,  aboye  all  things,  we 
should  endeayour  to  giiard  against  another  Na- 
tiye war.  What  does  it  mean?  We  may  talk 
about  borrowing  a  million  or  two  for  public  works, 
but  if  another  war  breaks  out  we  shall  haye  to 
borrow  eight  or  ten  millions  in  order  to  bring 
those  who  are  in  rebellion  into  subjection,  and  to 
afford  compensation  to  thousands  of  ruined  fami* 
lies.  I  would  ask  the  House  to  pause  before  it 
forces  the  Natiye  people  to  commit  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  because  I  hold  that  the  present  Natiye 
Minister  and  the  Premier,  more  than  any  other 
two  gentlemen  in  New  ZeiUand,  are  better  able  to 
deal  with  the  Natiyes,  and  better  able  to  ayert 
another  Natiye  war.  I  firmly  beUeye  the  tele- 
grams which  state  that,  if  those  gentlemen  are 
allowed  to  keep  their  present  seats,  we  shall  be 
permitted  to  open  up  the  country  between  our 
present  boundary  at  the  Waikato  and  the  south- 
em  proyinces.  Nothing  could  be  more  bene- 
ficial to  our  welfare  as  a  people,  and  nothing 
could  be  better  for  both  races.  It  would  most 
effectually  put  an  end  to  any  dread  of  a  Natiye 
outbreak  for  the  future.  I  also  regret  that  the 
late  Goyemment,  while  it  was  in  power  and  had 
tbe  command  of  plenty  of  money,  should  haye 
neglected  to  open  up  a  larse  tract  of  country  to 
the  north  of  Auckland.  The  honorable  member 
for  Newton,  when  addressing  himself  to  this  ques- 
tion, pointed  out  how  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Rowe)  had  long  sighed  to  see  a 
number  of  people  who  had  mi^de  money  on  the 
Thames  Gold  Field  having  an  opportunity  of  set- 
tling on  the  land.  If  the  Goyemment  had  not 
got  land  I  could  excuse  them  for  neglecting  to 
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settle  those  people,  but  they  had  in  their  hands 
no  less  than  450,000  acres  of  land  to  the  north 
of  Auckland.  They  had  seyeral  large  blocks 
of  the  very  best  of  land — land  upon  which  a 
large  population  ought  to  be  settled,  and  which 
must  necessarily  assist  us  in  carrying  out  the 
colonization  of  this  country.  Now)  those  people 
hare  been  driyen  from  the  Island  through  the 
neglect  of  the  late  Ministry.  The  Ministry  hare 
allowed  those  men  to  leave  our  shores  without 
giving  them  an  opportunity  of  beautifying  the 
wilderness.  They  hare  locked  up  those  lands, 
although  for  what  purpose  I  cannot  say.  I  think 
they  have  done  so  tlm>ugh  negligence.  I  shall 
not  now  continue  my  remarks  m  that  direction. 
These  are  the  reasons  which  will  induce  me  on 
the  present  occasion  to  vote  against  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont.  I  believe 
those  gentlemen  on  the  Treasuir  benches  will 
avert  a  Native  outbreak,  and  will  be  the  means 
of  opening  up  the  country  between  our  present 
boundary  at  the  Waikato  and  the  southern  pro> 
vinces.  Therefore  I  ask  honorable  members  to 
calmly  consider  their  votes  on  this  occasion,  for  if 
they  bring  war  into  our  country  they  must  be 
prepared,  not  only  to  vote  money,  but  to  shoulder 
the  rifle  themselves  and  go  forth  to  meet  the 
enemy.  Those  who  have  previously  had  to  do  so 
are  tired  of  it.  We  say  that  we  can  manage 
the  Natives  without  another  war ;  but,  if  we  are 
forced  into  a  war,  let  those  who  so  force  us  pre- 
pare to  shoulder  the  rifle,  and  do  as  many  of  us 
have  done,  ruining  our  h^th  in  lying  out  in  the 
open  for  months  while  following  up  the  murderers 
of  our  friends  and  relatives.  I  ask  the  House  to 
consider  the  matter  carefully,  and,  if  they  do  so,  I 
venture  to  say  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
will  have  to  withdraw  his  motion,  or  it  inll  be 
negatived  by  a  considerable  majority. 

Mr.  TOLE.— Sir,  I  think  it  is  my  duty,  before 
the  question  is  brought  to  a  vote,  to  express  my 
opinion.  I  intend  to  say  very  few  wonls  upon 
the  subject.  In  fact,  any  honorable  gentleman 
who  gets  up  now  to  address  the  House  must 
neceMarily  be  confined  to  very  few  words.  The 
honorable  member  for  Selwyn,  the  other  night, 
said  the  wh(4e  of  the  argument  was  not  to  be  on 
the  Government  side  of  the  House.  Honorable 
memben  are  so  much  mixed  up  in  the  House  at 
present  that  it  is  hard  to  say  which  is  one  side 
and  which  is  the  other ;  but  if  there  be  any  argu- 
ments on  that  honorable  gentleman's  side  of  the 
House  they  have  certainly  kept  those  arguments 
to  themselves.  Of  course  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  a  little  speech  to  make,  and,  after  mak- 
ing it,  like  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
he  went  out.  I  am  sorry  the  honorable  member 
for  Selwyn  did  not  remain  on  that  occasion  in 
order  to  hear  the  excellent  disquisition  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  upon  a  question 
in  which  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  is 
interested  as  much  as  any  honorable  member — 
namely,  the  question  of  brains.  I  believe  that 
was  one  of  the  finest  disquisitions  I  have  heard 
from  any  honorable  member  on  that  question,  and 
would  have  been  a  credit  to  any  of  our  modem 
philosophen.  The  honorable  member  for  Selwyn 
went  on  to  remark  upon  the  honorable  member 
Mr,  HamUn 


for  the  Thames  speaking  to  the  gallery;  but  he 
must  surely  have  forgotten  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui,  the  greater  part 
of  which,  I  think,  was  addressed  to  the  galleiy, 
particularly  the  "dusty"  part.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  never  addresses  the  gal- 
lery. If  he  addressed  any  one  in  that  sense  he 
addressed  himself  to  the  country  at  large,  which, 
on  such  an  occasion,  the  country  requires  and 
will  respect  him  for.  But  I  think  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui — although  there  was  nothing  in  it 
— was  addressed  to  the  gallery.  I  could  not  help 
remembering,  as  a  fitting  epitaph  on  that  speech, 
one  line  of  Pope's  "Elegy  on  an  Unfortunate 
Lady,"- 

A  heap  of  doat  alone  remains  of  thee. 
That  was  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  whole 
speech.  The  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  said, 
by  way  of  justification,  that  these  motions  were 
very  common  —  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  moved  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  1872.  Certainly  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  did  move  such  a  motion  in  1872 ; 
but  not  with  this  indecent  haste.  Whatever  we 
may  say  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  we  must  admit  that 
he  had  breadth  of  conception,  boldness  in  work- 
ing out  that  conception,  and  that  he  would  never 
make  an  attack  of  this  kind— proceeding  to  table 
a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  one  week  after  his 
GK>vemment  had  been  turned  out.  On  tbe  oc- 
casion alluded  to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn,  Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  out  of  office  a  whole 
month;  and,  besides,  he  allowed  the  financial 
policy  to  be  brought  down,  and  waited  to  assail 
that  policy.  But  in  tbe  present  instance,  before 
any  statement  of  the  position  of  the  country 
is  made,  those  gentlemen  have  assailed  the 
Gbvemment  when  they  have  scarcely  a  fixed 
hold  upon  their  seats.  IProm  the  sympathy  which 
I  possess  with  the  present  Government  it  can 
scuroely  be  expected  that  I  shall  give  the  motion 
under  discussion  much  support.  Moreover  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  wae 
of  so  hollow  a  character  that  it  must  Imve  disap- 
pointed not  only  himself,  but  also  all  those  ad- 
miren  who  reoentlv  unanimously  selected  him  as 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  have  frequently 
listened  to  the  honorable  gentleman  with  very 
great  pleasure  and  attention.  I  believe  I  have 
hstened  to  him  with  as  much  appreciation  of  his 
forcible  and  practical  utterances  as  any  one  of  his 
admirers.  But  I  certainly  think  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  speech  he  made  in  introducing 
this  want-of-confidence  motion  was  one  of  the 
weakest  that  were  ever  made  in  this  House.  I 
could  not  help  thinkingof  the  position  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  allotted  to  him- 
self in  the  late  Ministry.  He  must  certainly  have 
repented  of  having  called  himself  the  weakest 
member  of  the  late  Ministry,  after  hearing  his 
late  Premier  speak  in  such  a  weak  manner.  The 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  must  certainly 
have  felt  himself  somewhat  exalted  on  hearing 
that  speech.  I  take  it  that  if  a  want-of-confidence 
motion  is  to  have  any  weight  at  all  it  must  neces- 
sarily attack  the  policy  of  the  Gt>vemment  against 
which  it  is  directed.  Now,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  expreftsly  stated  that  he  would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Want  of 


[HOITSB.] 


Chjifidmce. 


not  Tenture  to  criticUe  the  policy  of  the  present 
Premier;  bat  went  on  to  deal  with  ancillary 
matters  conoeming  the  present  Ministry,  their 
pertonnely  as  it  is  called,  and  not  grounds  of  real 
substance.  In  that  respect,  and  in  others,  he 
attempted  to  plagiarize  the  mode,  though  cer- 
tainly not  the  time,  of  the  attack  of  Sir  Julias 
Vogel  in  1872.  He  admitted  the  wisdom  of  re- 
trenchment ;  ho  admitted  the  wisdom  of  an  in- 
restigation  into  and  simplification  of  the  finances ; 
and  he  also  admitted  the  necessity  of  an  econo- 
mical and  vigorous  prosecution  of  public  works. 
He  admitted,  so  to  speak,  all  the  questions  of 
poHcy  and  administration  in  the  Premier's  state- 
ment Well,  an  honorable  gentleman  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  who 
wished  to  assail  the  Goremment  on  any  main 
points,  sbould  not  hare  admitted  these  things, 
bat  should  have  proceeded  on  some  large  ques- 
tions, and  not  m  an  inmiaterial  and  personal 
chancter.  No  doubt  the  honorable  eentleman 
will  say  in  his  reply  that  the  whole  of  the  finance 
dealt  with  by  the  Treasurer  is  to  be  found  in  the 
tables  to  the  Financial  Statement  first  brought 
down  this  session.  The  question  ia,  where  to  find 
it.  If  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  present  Trea- 
surer for  anything,  it  must  be  because  he  has 
collected  together  the  whole  monetary  figures  of 
oar  position,  and,  as  it  were,  put  on  a  pin  s  point 
our  liabilities  and  the  amount  which  we  require 
to  pay  them  with :  in  fact,  he  has  put  the  whole  of 
the  finances  of  the  colony  into  sucn  an  intelligible 
shape  as  we  could  never  have  arrived  at  from  the 
maze  of  tables  hitherto  submitted  to  the  House. 
If  we  look  at  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  we  are  naturally  impelled  to  this 
conviction :  that  he  was  very  unhappy  and  very 
confused  in  his  mode  of  making  out  his  case. 
He  first  started  by  begging  the  question.  He 
said  there  was  no  confidence  in  the  present  Go- 
vernment, because  it  had  not  the  support  of  a 
majority  of  the  House.  Why,  what  is  tne  object 
of  the  present  motion  ?  Is  it  not  only  by  a  vote 
of  the  Mouse  that  we  can  ascertain  whether  the 
Oovemment  hare  a  majority  ?  Consequently,  in 
making  that  rash  statement  he  has  failed  at  once. 
Then,  instead  of  pursuing  an  attack,  he  abruptly 
appealed  to  the  chivalry  of  the  Premier,  and  said 
the  only  manly  course  for  that  honorable  gentle- 
man to  pursue  would  be  to  reject  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  and 
come  to  a  vote  at  once :  in  other  words,  he  says, 
"Be  beaten,  and  let  us  come  back  to  office." 
Then  he  asked  why  certain  gentlemen  who  sur- 
round the  Premier  are  not  allied  with  him  as 
Ministers.  WeU,  I  take  it  that  that  is  scarcely  a 
question  for  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
to  ask.  The  responsibility  of  forming  a  Minis- 
try is  entirely  the  business  of  and  rests  with  the 
Premier,  and  no  one  else.  I  do  not  suppose 
that,  if  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  got  mto 
power  and  became  surrounded  with  certain  honor- 
able members,  a  wunt-of -confidence  motion  would 
be  brought  aeainst  him  on  such  a  ground. 
Qlien  he  alladed  to  what  had  occurred  in  an- 
other place,  as  he  calls  it,  and  he  complained 
that  the  gentleman  who  occupies  the  position 
of  representative  of  the  present  Goveniment  in 
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that  Chamber  only  holds  his  position  for  one  ses- 
sion. Well,  supposing  that  is  the  case,  we  have 
plenty  of  precedents  for  that.  We  need  go  no 
further  back  than  1872,  when  we  find  that  Sir 
Julius  Yoeel  informed  the  House  that  Mr. 
Ormond,  the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
was  going  to  take  the  position  of  Minister  for 
Public  m)rks  only  for  the  session,  to  meet  the 
difficulty  of  the  situation,  and  that  after  that 
session  Mr.  Richardson  would  enter  the  Cabi- 
net and  carry  on  the  Public  Works  Department. 
He  also  complains  of  an  expression  used  by  the 
representative  of  the  Government  in  another 
place — namely,  the  term  "conservative" — and  he 
fixes  upon  that  word  its  technical  signification. 
But  he  answers  himself  the  objection  he  raises, 
because  he  admits  that  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more  is  only  to  hold  office  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session.  Then  clearly  so  far  the  Govern- 
ment is  acting  in  a  conservative  manner,  because 
it  is  keeping  things  as  they  are  at  present.  They 
promise  that  there  shall  be  no  radical  changes 
during  the  present  session,  and  that  not  until 
next  session  will  they  be  enabled  to  bring  down 
a  large  and  general  policy.  Of  course  this  natu- 
rally leads  to  the  question  of  the  formation  of  the 
Cabinet,  in  which  it  was  stated  there  is  not  unity 
of  political  opinions.  In  all  Cabinets  there  are 
open  questions  and  Cabinet  questions.  In  the 
former.  Ministers  are  free  to  act  as  they  like,  and 
in  the  latter  they  are  united  to  stand  or  fall  by 
them.  An  able  vrriter  on  the  subject  expresses  it 
thus : — 

**  Unanimity  in  the  Cabinet  is  even  now  a  mere 
phantom.  .  .  .  The  concert  of  Cabinets  con- 
sists at  present  not  in  unanimity  of  opinion  (for 
it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  all  their  members 
will  arrive  at  identically  the  same  solutions  of  all 
the  complicated  (questions  submitted  to  their  con- 
sideration), but  m  concerted  action — that  is  to 
say,  a  sacrifice,  greater  or  less,  of  individual  con- 
victions to  the  necessity  of  presenting  a  strong 
front  against  their  political  opponents.* 

I  take  it  that  that  is  the  real  position  of 
Cabinet  Ministers  in  relation  to  each  other, 
although  I  would  rather  use  the  words  "tem- 
porary suppression  of  their  opinions,'*  instead 
of  "sacrifice  of  their  opinions.*  I  do  not  sup- 
pose for  a  moment  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  occupy  the  Government  benches  at 
present  will  to  any  great  extent  sacrifice  their 
individual  opinions,  although  they  may  tem- 
porarily suppress  them,  in  order  that  they  may 
show  a  bold  front  to  their  political  opponents. 
But  we  need  not  go  far  back  to  find  that  in  this 
Parliament  members  of  the  Cabinet  have  before 
to-day  held  very  diverse  individual  opinions — that 
they  have  suppressed  their  opinions  in  order  to 
show  a  bold  nront  to  their  opponents.  We  need 
only  remember  the  positions  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikato  and  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Taieri.  Those  are  gentlemen  who  hold 
strong  Separation  views  in  common,  but  who 
are  very  vndely  divided  upon  the  question  of  the 
Land  Fund.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  was  happy  in 
adopting  that  argument  as  a  ground  upon  which 
the  present  Government  should  be  turned  oat 
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of  office.  Eyen  if  the  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  carried  his  motion,  where  would  he  find 
a  Cabinet  which  would  not  be  divided  upon 
seyeral  large  questions  ?  The  next  objection  taken 
was  that  the  l^mier  was  unable  to  find  gentlemen 
to  fill  all  the  offices.  I  had  taken  a  note  of  that, 
but  it  was  well  answered  bj  the  honorable  member 
for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Barff),  who  quoted  the  words 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr. 
Fox)  used  under  simUar  circumstances  in  1869. 
I  suppose  that  honorable  gentleman  (the  member 
for  Wanganui)  will  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont ;  although,  in 
1869,  when  he  had  only  three  in  his  Ministry 
— himfelf.  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  and  Sir  DoniJd 
McLean — he  said, — 

'^  Such  a  course  is  not  at  all  unusual,  as  this 
House  will  at  once  recognize  that  on  many  pre- 
Tious  occasions  a  partially-formed  Ministry  has 
been  presented  to  His  Excellency,  and  has  taken 
its  seat  on  these  benches." 

Those  were  the  words  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waneanui,  and,  considerixig  the  large 
influence  he  has  exerted  in  the  a&irs  of  the 
country  and  his  long  Parliamentary  experience, 
he  must  be  accepted  as  an  authority.  Then  the 
next  objection — the  strongest  objection,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  weakest — ^was  that  there  had 
been  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Goyemment  in 
bringing  down  the  Financial  Statement.  I  say 
it  was  the  strongest  objection  because  it  was 
made  the  most  of;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
was  the  weakest,  because  there  was  the  least 
reason  in  it.  From  the  Tcry  first  moment  the 
present  Gbvemment  took  their  seats  upon  those 
benches  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
showed  a  most  indecent  impetuosity  in  trying 
to  fix  a  certain  day  upon  the  Premier  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  make  that  Statement.  He 
thought  he  would  trap  the  Treasurer  into  bring- 
ing down  precipitate  financial  proposals,  and 
thereby  chs^e  them  with  indefiniteness.  The 
honorable  member  and  his  friends  must  haye 
laboured  under  a  delusion  consequent  on  an  in- 
ordinately lengthy  tenure  of  office.  They  must 
haye  thought  that  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
occupy  the  Ck)yemment  benches  could  haye  at 
once  known  all  the  secrets  which  were  knoyrn  to 
those  ffentlemen  who  had  occupied  office  for  seyen 
or  eignt  years.  This  was  especially  unfair  under 
the  curcumstances.  In  1869,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fox, 
on  the  occasion  of  a  change  of  Ministry,  used, 
I  may  say,  precisely  the  same  words  which  the 
honorable  member  the  Premier  used  the  other 
eyeninfl — so  much  so  that  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
mi^ht  haye  been  charged  with  copying  his  Minis- 
terial statement  from  that  deliyerod  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wanganui,  who  said  this  in 
1869:— 

**  Then,  Sir,  as  regards  the  financial  arrangements 
which  yrill  be  necessary  to  enable  us  to  carry  out 
these  yiews,  I  may  say  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  had  yery  little  time,  since  he  was  sworn  in, 
for  inquiring  into  the  financial  condition  of  the 
colonj7,  and  making  himself  master  of  our  actual 
position." 

That  is  precisely  the  position  which  the  present 
Premier  lately  took  up.  He  apologized  for  the 
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circumstances  in  which  he  found  himself  on  his 
recent  accession  to  office,  and  simply  promised 
that  shortly  his  honorable  friend  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  bring  down  a  Financial  State- 
ment—  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Fox  who  said, 
further, — 

"  I  cannot,  in  the  imperfect  state  of  information 
in  which  we  are  on  tnis  subject,  enter  further 
into  the  question  of  finance;  but  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  wHl,  I  trust,  yery  shortly  be  in  a  posi- 
tion of  making  a  statement  to  the  House." 

And  yet  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
will  yote  with  the  present  Opposition.  Then, 
turning  to  the  Statement  of  the  Hon.  the  then 
Treasurer  (Sir  Julius  Yogel),  made  a  few  days 
afterwards,  when  he  came  down  with  a  Financial 
Statement  in  Committee  of  Supply,  we  find  he 
used  these  words  : — 

"  I  trust  the  Committee  will  bear  in  mind  that 
I  haye  been  but  a  yery  few  days  in  office,  and 
consequently  haye  had  great  difficulty  in  acquir- 
ing the  amount  of  information  on  the  subject 
which  I  consider  the  Committee  entitled  to." 

All  this  goes  to  show  that  the  people  who  are 
entitled  to  the  greatest  consideration  are  those 
who  follow  into  office  on  occasions  like  this,  as 
my  honorable  friend  the  Premier  and  his  col- 
leagues haye  done.  Then,  in  1872,  when  Mr. 
Qillies,  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  came  into  office,  he 
had  about  seyenteen  days  to  make  his  Financial 
Statement.  He  took  office  on  the  10th  Septem- 
ber, and  did  not  bring  his  Financial  Statement 
down  until  the  27th  September.  Thus  he  had 
seyenteen  clear  days  in  which  to  prepare  his 
financial  proposals.  At  that  time,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, the  debt  of  the  colony  amounted  only 
to  some  £10,000,000,  so  that,  if  we  are  to  giye 
time  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  our  pre- 
sent debt  and  financial  difficulties,  we  may  say 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now  occupies 
the  position  of  Colonial  Treasurer  on  those  benches 
should  haye  nearly  three  times  that  period  in 
which  to  prepare  his  Financial  Statement.  On 
the  whole,  therefore,  I  consider  that  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  is,  to  say  the  least,  precipitate,  unjusti- 
fiable, and  diametrically  opposed  to  all  Parlia- 
mentary precedents  in  this  Honse.  Since  the 
honorable  gentlemen  haye  been  on  this  side  of 
the  House  they  haye  reminded  me  of  the  pro- 
yerbial  story  oi  the  demure  faces  that  are  to  be 
seen  on  all  who  haye  had  anything  to  do  with 
Chancery  Courts.  It  is  said  that  the  Chancery 
Court  Judges  haye  yery  ebngated  countenances ; 
that  the  bs^isters  in  practice  in  those  Courts  also 
wear  yery  long  faces  ;  and,  in  fact,  that  eyen  the 
spectators  and  the  ladies  who  go  into  the  galleries 
to  yiew  the  Court  proceedings  are  afiecteoT  by  the 
same  mysterious  agency.  Well,  that  is  just  the 
appearance  of  those  honorable  gentlemen.  Thej 
haye  assumed  a  tragic  face,  and  put  off  that  comic 
face  and  dropped  the  laughter  that  they  used 
to  indulge  in  when  they  were  on  the  Q-oyemment 
side  of  uie  House.  Kow,  Sir,  if  we  should  yote 
that  we  haye  no  confidence  in  the  pvesent  Admin- 
LBtration,  I  do  not  know  in  whom  we  should  say 
that  we  haye  confidence,  for  surely  we  cannot 
haye  again  any  confidence  in  the  moyer  of  this 
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motion    as    Premier.     Sbould    the   motion   be 
earned  we  must  hare  a  coalition  MinistTy  formedi 
oompoeed  partially  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
tamed   out  and  partially   of   those    gentlemen 
who  assitted  to  torn  them  out.    I  do  not  think 
the  country,    therefore,   would  hare    any  con- 
fidence in  fuoh  an  Administration  as  that.    The 
country  must  be  arerse  to  a  coalition  of  that  kind, 
and  if  those  gentlemen  took  office  it  would  be  but 
to  lose  their  seats  once  more.    While  on  this 
point  I  must  say  that  I  feel  pain  at  seeing  gentle- 
men occupying  the  position  which  this  majority 
spoken  of  by  the  Opposition,  if  there  be  a  ma- 
jority, will  occupy.    I  respect  members  who  vote 
with  tbetr  partj — T  am  a  strong  party  man  my- 
aeif,  and  would  make  many  sacrifices  of  indiyi- 
dual  opinion  in  order  to  adnere  to  my  party  as  a 
wbole ;  but,  while  I  can  go  s<5  far  in  admiration, 
I  must  say  I  think  the  conduct  of  those  gentle- 
men wbo  can  now  support  the  late  Gorernment 
after  ejecting  them  deserves  the  deepest  contempt. 
On  the  whole,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what 
sround  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  tabled 
bis  motion.    I  haye  turned  it  oyer  in  my  mind ; 
I  have  carefuUy  read  the  honorable  gentleman's 
■peech,  and  heard  what  little  there  was  of  argu- 
ment on  that  side  of  the  House ;  and  I  cannot 
help  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  object  in 
Tiew  is  simply  to  eet  back  to  office.    lathing 
more.    The  nonoraMe  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  gaye  the  late  GK>Temment  a  capital  name, 
Uiat  of  the  "tick"    Goyemment.      Well,  Sir, 
ever  since  thej  haye  been  in  opposition  I  haye 
been  thinking  they  are  a  "  tick '   Opposition,  for 
all  round  me,  ever  since  those  honorable  gentle- 
men were  turned  out  of  office,  they  haye  been 
engaged  in  ticking  off  the  names  on  the  cards 
of  members.    So  that,  both  as  Gbyemment  and 
Opposition,  they  may  be  termed  "  tick  "  Gt>yem- 
ment  and  "tick"  Opposition.    Sir,  I  haye  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  country  will  haye 
ftarj  great  confidence  in  the  present  Goyernment, 
and  I  would  base  my  reasons  for  sajing  so  on 
the  following  groimds :  First,  we  haye  a  double 
strength  in  the  Ministry  now  for  settling  the 
Katiye  difficul^.    We  have,  as  Premier,  a  gentle- 
man who  requires  not  a  single  word  from  me  to 
assure  the  Mouse  and  the  country  of  the  fayour- 
able  position  he  occupies  in  the  eyes  of  the  Na- 
tiyes,  and  of  their  friendly  relations  towards  him. 
We  haye  heard  telegrams  read  from  Tawhiao, 
and  other  leading  reM  Natives,  expressing  a  de- 
sire to  meet  him  and  to  establish  friendly  rela- 
tions with  him  on  behalf  of  the  European  race. 
And,  besides  that  honorable  gentleman,  we  have 
also  in  the  Ministry  the  present  Native  Minister, 
whose  popularity  amongst  the  Natives  of  the 
North  Island  is  undoubted.    Then  there  is  an- 
other point  which  must  give  an  assurance  of  con- 
fidence to  the  country,  and  which  has  not  been 
touched  upon  by  any  other  member  who  has 
addressed  himself  to  the  House  upon  this  ques- 
tion— that  is,  the  question  in  regard  to  petitions. 
People  who  send  petitions  to  this  House  trust 
that  they  will  have  the  grievances  th^  complain 
of  redressed  during  the  session.    A  Public  Peti- 
tioos  Committee  have  a  verv  arduous  task  in  con- 
sidering theee  petitions.    They  go  into  long  in- 


quiries with  regard  to  them,  call  before  them  and 
examine  many  witnesses,  who  have  to  be  in  attend- 
ance firom  week  to  week,  while  the  petitioners  are 
kept  in  constant  anxiety  as  to  the  result.  Then 
comes  up  a  recotnmendation  from  the  Com- 
mittee favourable  to  the  petitioner ;  and  what  is 
the  result  ?  I  have  myself  seen  many  cases  in 
which  the  late  Government  over  and  over  again 
have  been  asked  what  they  intended  to  do  to 
give  effect  to  the  report,  however  fevourable,  of 
the  Committee ;  ana  to  my  regret  and,  I  may 
say,  disgust,  I  have  often  heard  the  answer 
that  the  Government  would  not  accede  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee.  That  is  a 
very  poor  consolation  not  only  to  the  petitioners, 
but  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  given  so  much 
time  and  trouble  to  the  consideration  of  the 
petitions.  If  there  is  anything  that  will  establish 
confidence  in  the  present  Administration,  it  will 
be  the  announcement  made  by  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  the  other-  day  that  the  Government  will 
in  eveiy  case,  as  far  as  possible,  accede  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee. It  will  also  have  another  good  effect, 
for  it  will  give  confidence  to  those  gentiemen 
who  examine  into  the  petitions  that  there  will 
be  some  beneficial  result  from  their  delibera- 
tions. While  on  this  subject,  I  cannot  help  re- 
ferring to  one  matter,  wmch  is  partly  of  a  per- 
sonal character  and  partly  of  a  public  character. 
I  presented  a  petition  last  year  from  nearly  a 
thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Auckland  and  the 
surrounding  districts,  with  regard  to  an  unreason- 
able obstruction  by  the  late  Government  of  a 
5ublic  wharf  there,  named  the  Wynyard  Pier, 
'he  allegations  of  the  petition  were  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  members 
of  the  late  Administration  themselves  was  taken ; 
and,  after  takine  that  evidence  and  going  into  the 
matter  very  fully,  the  Committee  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  direct  access  should  be  given 
from  a  certain  street  to  the  jetty,  the  communi- 
cation to  which  had  been  unwarrantably  inter- 
rupted. I  was  very  much  pleased  at  the  terms 
of  that  report,  because  I  conceived  that  it  was 
only  doing  justice  to  the  public,  on  whose  behalf 
I  had  presented  the  petition.  I  then  asked 
the  late  Gbvernment  whether  they  would  accede 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  and 
they  said  "  No,"  and  tiiis  in  the  face  of  nearly  a 
thousand  people,  who  had  gone  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  and  expense  in  preparing  that  petition  and 

resenting  it  to  this  House.  During  the  recess 
saw  the  Resident  Minister  in  Auckland,  Mr. 
Whitaker,  and  introduced  several  deputations  to 
him.  I  was  then  assured  that  the  request  of 
the  deputation  would  be  acceded  to,  but  that  he 
must  first  wait  for  a  report  from  the  Enffineer- 
in-Chief,  who  was  shortly  expected  in  Au^and. 
That  gentleman  came  up ;  1  interviewed  him, 
and  arransed  with  him  to  introduce  a  dei>utation 
on  the  subject  of  the  propriety  of  carrying  out 
the  reoonmiendations  of  the  Petitions  Committee. 
He  made  an  appointment  with  me — I  mention 
this  in  order  to  show  the  amount  of  courtesy 
which  can  be  displayed  by  some  Civil  servants — 
to  meet  about  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  most  in- 
fiuential  gentlemen  in  Auckland ;  and  I  arranged 
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that  the  meeting  should  take  place  at  eleven 
o'clock  on  a  certain  day.  But,  to  my  surprise,  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  I  was  to  intro- 
duce the  deputation  I  saw  in  one  of  the  news- 
papers that  the  £ngineer-in-Chief  had  left  Auck- 
tnd  the  day  preriously.  This  he  did  without 
informing  me,  by  note  or  in  any  other  way,  that 
he  was  leaving ;  and  from  that  day  to  this  I  have 
not  received  the  faintest  exphmation  from  him 
of  conduct  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  was 
very  impolite,  and  exceedingly  discourteous  to 
those  gentlemen  whom  he  had  appointed  to 
meet.  I  bring  this  matter  forward  to  show 
the  trouble  people  will  go  to  in  order  to  have 
their  grievances  redressed,  and  the  necessity 
there  is  that  Parliament  should,  if  possible,  grant 
that  redress  without  delay.  I  assert  that,  if 
there  is  anything  that  will  give  people  confidence 
in  the  present  Q-OTcmment,  it  is  the  fact  that 
they  will  know  that  their  petitions  will  be  pro- 
perly attended  to,  and  wUl  receive  foyourable 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Gbvemment. 
There  is  only  one  point  to  which  I  need  now 
refer,  and  it  is  one  rather  of  a  constitutional 
character  than  otherwise.  It  is  the  question  of 
whether  the  present  G-oyernment  should  leave 
those  benches  in  the  event  of  an  adverse  vote 
being  carried  against  them.  Of  course  my  opinions 
and  exhortations  on  the  subject  may  or  may 
not  be  very  much  heeded ;  but  I  say  that,  on 
constitutional  grounds,  they  should  not  establish 
a  precedent  by  leaving  those  benches  under  the 
drcumstanoes.  Notwithstanding  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waikato  has  said  that  there  is  no 
precedent  during  the  last  seyenty-five  years  for  a 
Ministry  holding  office  against  the  vote  of  the 
majority  of  the  House,  I  say  that  his  statement 
is  contrary  to  history.  Several  cases,  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  go  into  now,  have  occurred  even 
within  the  last  forty-five  years ;  but  the  honorable 
member  for  Bangitikei  went  into  that  point  so 
fully  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak  further 
on  it.  I  wish,  however,  to  affirm  this  distinction : 
that  the  G-ovemment  should  hold  office  until  the 
business  of  legislation  is  arrested :  I  do  not  go 
into  the  question  of  administration.  As  long  as 
the  present  institutions  are  conserved  there  can 
be  no  reason  adduced  for  ousting  tbem  from 
office.  There  is  really  now  no  question  before  us 
as  to  overturning  the  policy  of  the  country.  It  is 
simply  a  question  of  administration,  and  that  is 
admitted  even  by  the  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  and  those  who,  like  him,  are  desirous  of 
going  back  to  office.  They  have  asked  for  and 
supported  retrenchment,  vigorous  prosecution  of 
public  works,  simplification  of  the  finances  ;  and 
the  present  Gt>vemment  have  promised  to  carry 
out  all  these  matters  of  administration.  There- 
fore, as  this  is  a  course  impossible  of  exception 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  there  is  no 
reason  whatever  for  ousting  the  present  Ministry 
upon  that  question.  I  will  next  take  the  lesis- 
lative  form  of  the  question.  The  present  Ad- 
ministration, when  in  opposition  last  year,  ex- 
pressed opinions  distinctly  in  favour  oi  extend- 
ing the  franchise,  of  having  triennial  Parliaments, 
and  of  a  proper  administration  of  the  Native 
land.  The  present  Opposition  have  admitted  the 
Mr.  ToU 


necessity  for  all  that,  and,  in  fact,  during  the 
present  session  have  stated  that  they  would, 
during  the  recess,  consider  the  question  of  re* 
vising  the  incidence  of  taxation — also  a  question 
of  policy  promoted  by  the  present  Government. 
These  are  questions  on  which  both  sides  are 
agreed.  On  those  grounds,  I  say  that,  until  the 
present  Government  are  arrested  in  endeavouring 
to  pass  legislation,  they  should  not  leave  those 
benches.  This  is  the  invariable  dictum  of  con- 
stitutional writers.  Mr.  Disraeli,  in  a  speech  he 
made  on  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Melbourne  Ministry  in  1841,  also  laid  down  this 
distinct  doctrine,  that  *'No  man  contends  that, 
merely  because  the  Government  is  in  a  minority 
in  the  House,  therefore  it  ought  to  resign  j"  and 
he  follows  that  up  by  saying,  "Next  to  the 
assumption  of  power  is  the  responsibility  for 
relinquishing  it."  I  say  that,  if  we  had  no 
other  authority  than  this,  it  should  be  sufficient 
to  entitle  those  honorable  gentlemen  to  main- 
tain  their  seats.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say  upon  the  question.  Although  the  discussion 
has  been  fairly  exhausted  by  other  honorable 
members,  and  although  I  labour  under  great 
disadvantages  in  rising  at  this  period  of  the 
debate,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  representing,  as  I 
do,  a  very  large  constituency,  to  express  my 
opinions.  I  hope  the  House  will  calmly  consider 
the  question  at  issue,  and  the  feelings  of  the 
country  at  large.  I  have  narrowly  watched  the 
Press  during  this  discussion,  and  I  can  appeal 
to  it  to  prove  that  the  opinion  of  the  country  at 
large  is  unanimously  in  favour  of  the  present 
Administration  having  a  fair  opportunity  to  ex- 
press its  policy.  There  is  but  one  newspaper 
which  is  of  a  difierent  opinion,  and  that  is  a 
paper  published  here,  for  which  I  think  no 
honorable  member  has  much  respect.  If  the 
Opposition  had  allowed  mattera  to  take  their 
ordinary  course,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
have  delivered  his  Financial  Statement  long  be- 
fore this.  There  would  then  have  been  a  fair 
opportunity  for  discussing  the  policy  of  the  new 
Government,  and  parties  might  have  been  ar- 
rayed upon  some  tangible  grounds.  At  present 
there  is  really  nothing  to  go  upon.  The  Opposi- 
tion are  merely  going  upon  personal  and  other 
grounds  which  are  of  a  trivial  and  untenable 
character.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chabi\ers  will 
be  carried,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  country 
will  receive  that  amount  of  consideration  which 
they  deserve 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  WOOD,  the  debate 
was  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  eight  o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COXINCIL. 

Tuesday,  6/A  Novenibery  1877. 


Piret  Reading— Second  Beadinga— Third  Headings— Wei- 
lingtoQ  Ci^  Loans  Bill  — T.  Thomson  —  Oamani 
Baaerves  Bill- Slanghterhoases  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIBST  READING. 
Wyndham  Show-Ground  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Domicile  Bill,  Manawatu  Land  Orders  Bill, 
Dnnedin  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  Waikato  Hos- 
pital Reser?es  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Volunteers  and  Others*  Land  Bill,  Wakapuaka 
Telegraph  Station  Site  Bill,  Dunedin  Town  Hall 
Site  Bill,  Waiwera  School  Glebe  Exchange  Bill, 
Lawrence  Waterworks  Bill. 

WELLINGTON  CITY  LOANS  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  moTcd,  That  the 
Bill  be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  amending 
clause  3  as  follows — namely,  To  reinsert  lines  4 
and  5,  and  in  the  6th  line  to  strike  out  "  three 
thousand  pounds,*'  and  insert  "  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  pounds  three  shillings  and  ten- 
pence  "  in  lieu  thereof.  He  desired  to  point  out 
that  the  Council  had  been  labouring  under  a  yery 
great  mistake  as  regarded  the  appropriation  of 
the  money.  The  idea  the  Council  had  was,  that 
the  Corporation  of  Wellington  had  possession  of 
the  present  Proyincial  BuUdings,  and  could  use 
them  as  they  liked.  That  was  not  the  fact.  The 
Corporation  merely  occupied  two  rooms  in  the 
Prorincial  Buildings,  for  which  they  paid  £100 
a  year  to  the  General  Government.  It  was  an 
absolute  necessity  that  they  should  have  increased 
accommodation.  At  present,  the  Corporation  paid 
—  for  the  Town  Clerk's  office  £100  a  year,  for 
the  City  Surveyor's  office  £50,  for  the  Drainage 
Engineer  £100  for  two  rooms,  for  the  Water- 
works Engineer  £50  for  one  room,  for  the  In- 
spector of  Nuisances*  Office  £40  for  one  room ;  and 
ihe  Corporation  paid  other  rents  of  £100,  bring- 
ing the  total  up  to  £440  a  year.  They  required 
£7,000  to  build  new  offices,  and  that  sum  at  6 
per  cent,  would  amount  to  £420,  and  if  they 
borrowed  the  money  and  built  offices  of  their  own 
they  would  have  the  advantage  of  being  under 
one  roof.  At  present,  great  mconvenience  was 
necessarily  caused,  both  to  the  public  and  to  the 
Corporation,  through  the  offices  of  the  different 
departments  being  separated.  The  original  plan 
was  to  build  a  town  hall,  with  the  Corporation 
offices  under  one  roof,  to  cost  £20,000 ;  but  the 
City  Council  abandoned  that  scheme,  and  reduced 
their  plan  to  a  minimum  cost  of  £7,000  for  offices 
only.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  refusing 
to  accept  the  amendment  which  he  proposed? 


The  Corporation  would  simply  go  and  borrow  the 
money.  By  the  129th  clause  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  they  could  raise  the  money 
inunediately  j  but  it  would  be  great  folly  on  their 
part  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as  they  had  dtlO.OOO  in 
hand  unappropriated — money  which  was  idle  and 
which  they  could  not  touch.  Therefore  they 
had  asked  the  Assembly  to  allow  them  to  spend 
£7,000  out  of  that  money  in  the  way  proposed. 
He  could  not  conceive  what  advantage  would  be 
gained  by  refusing  his  amendment.  The  result 
would  only  be  to  complicate  matters,  and  bring 
this  Chamber  into  collision  with  the  House,  and 
perhaps  the  latter  would  ask  for  a  Conference,  in 
which  case  he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the  Council 
would  give  way  when  it  came  to  have  the  thing 
explained.  The  Bill  had  been  considerably 
amended  in  the  Council,  and  with  some  of  the 
amendments  he  quite  agreed.  It  wbs  right  that 
whatever  balance  might  be  left  should  go  towards 
drainage  purposes  rather  than  towards  the  im- 
provement of  the  streets.  That  was  a  very 
proper  amendment  of  the  original  Bill ;  but  the 
Council  ought  to  stop  there,  and  he  believed  that, 
with  the  amendment  he  proposed,  the  Corpora- 
tion would  be  perfectly  satisfied.  They  would 
have  to  find  money  somewhere  else  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  streets,  and  would  have  to  keep 
these  moneys  in  reserve  for  drainage  purposes. 
During  a  former  discussion  it  had  been  tbrown  in 
the  teeth  of  the  Corporation  that  the  city  was 
very  badly  drained ;  but  the  Council  must  have 
observed,  from  late  discussions  that  had  taken 
place  on  the  subject,  and  by  Mr.  Napier  Bell's 
report,  that  great  difficulties  stood  in  the  way  of  a 
proper  dnunage  system.  The  Corporation  were 
at  first  going  recklessly  to  work,  and  they  got 
Mr.  Climie*s  scheme,  and  proposed  to  carry  it 
out,  until  one  sensible  man  in  the  City  Council 
suggested  that,  before  doing  so,  they  should 
have  the  best  professional  advice  available  in 
the  colony.  Consequently  they  procured  the 
services  of  Mr.  Bell,  an  engineer  of  first-rate 
abilities,  and  he  had  condemned  Mr.  Cliraio's 
scheme  in  toto.  Therefore  the  Corporation  could 
not  be  blamed  if  there  had  been  delay  in  car- 
rying out  drainage  works.  It  was  a  fortunate 
thing  for  the  city  that  the  Corporation  took  the 
precaution  which  it  did,  instead  of  going  into  the 
scheme  that  was  at  first  proposed,  and  probably, 
after  expending  an  enormous  sum  of  money, 
finding  that  the  works  would  be  a  failure.  Any- 
one who  would  read  Mr.  Bell*s  report  would 
see  that  there  was  no  disgrace  attachable  to  the 
City  Council.  He  (Mr.  Pharazyn)  had  always 
been  most  anxious  that  there  should  be  some 

food  scheme  of  drainage.  He  would  like  to 
now,  if  a  Committee  of  the  Council  were  to  sit 
to  consider  a  scheme  of  drainage,  would  it  bo 
able,  without  professional  assistance,  to  devise  a 
system  ?  There  had  already  been  £50,000  appro- 
priated for  drainage,  of  which  £6,000  had  been 
spent,  he  believed,  with  very  little  result.  But 
things  might  have  been  a  great  deal  worse.  They 
might  have  gone  into  the  scheme  recklessly.  One 
gentleman  in  the  City  Council,  with  some  profes- 
sional knowledge,  was  a  great  advocate  for  going 
headlong  into  it,  but  was  stopped  by  the  common 
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■ente  of  ofcher  Oouncillora.  He  trusted  the  Ootm- 
cil  would  see  the  reasonableness  of  the  proposal 
he  made.  He  would  not  on  anj  account  mislead 
them.  He  had  talked  oTor  the  subject  with  some 
of  the  Citj  Councillors,  and  had  thought  over  it, 
and  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  new  offices  should  be 
erected.  It  was  monstrous  to  suppose  that  the 
Corporation  could  carry  orf  their  business,  haying 
four  departments  in  separate  offices  as  at  present, 
without  loss  of  time  and  great  public  inoon- 
Tenience.  He  trusted,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
stated,  the  Council  would  agree  to  the  amendment 
proposed. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  failed  to  see  any- 
thing in  the  arguments  which  had  been  adduced 
by  his  honorable  friend  in  support  of  his  pro- 
posal.  He  would  oppose  the  amendment,  and 
would,  if  necessary,  ^lH  for  a  division  upon  it. 
The  honorable  gentleman  stated  a  few  days  ago 
that  this  was  a  downright  swindle,  and  he 
(Colonel  Brett)  indorsed  those  words. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FHAEAZYK  explained  that  all 
he  said  on  the  occasion  referred  to  was  that,  if 
the  Loan  Bill  was  for  £250,000,  then  it  was  a 
swindle;  but  after  it  turned  out  that  he  was 
mistaken  he  apologized. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  he  offered  no 
apology  to  the  Council  for  saying  that  this  Bill 
was  a  downright  swindle,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  in  no  manner  explained  that  it 
was  not  a  swindle,  as  he  hoped  the  honorable 
member  would  have  done.  The  arguments  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  adduced  were  yery 
fallacious.  What  was  the  Bill  for  ?  Its  object 
was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  misappropriate 
a  sum  of  £10,000,  which  was  specially  appro- 
priated for  a  particular  purpose.  The  whole 
matter  lay  in  a  nutshell.  Some  years  ago  a  sum 
of  £200,000  was  raised  on  loan  under  an  Act  of 
the  Assembly.  Well,  what  had  the  Corporation 
done  with  that  sum?  £50,000  of  that  money 
was  to  be  expended  on  drainage,  and  there  was 
still  £10,000  unappropriated,  of  which  sum  the 
City  Council  now  desired  £7,000  for  the  purpose 
of  building  new  offices.  The  £10,000  should  un- 
doubtedly be  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  draining 
the  city,  which  at  every  comer  had  a  cesspool ; 
yet  the  Corporation  proposed  to  spend  £7,000  of 
this  sum  in  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  and 
£3,000  in  the  formation  of  streets.  That  was  a 
misappropriation  of  money,  and  he  raised  his 
voice  against  it.  Let  honorable  members  look 
at  the  oisgraceful  state  of  the  Town  of  Welling- 
ton. They  could  not  turn  the  comer  of  any 
street  without  being  disgusted  with  stinks ;  and, 
were  it  not  for  the  tempestuous  weather  which 
oocasionally  ocoiured,  he  believed  the  whole  of 
the  inhabitants  would  be  swept  away  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  That  was  the  only  thing  that 
saved  the  inhabitants.  Theyou^ht  to  fe^  a  deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  tms  city.  It  could  be 
made  a  splendid  city ;  but  it  was  not,  ovring  to 
the  apathy  and  negligence  of  the  municipal  body. 
That  was  the  cause  of  the  extreme  unhealthiness 
of  the  city.  GThe  blood  of  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil had  been  poisoned  by  this  want  of  proper 
sewerage.  Look  at  the  construction  of  the  city. 
Mon,  Mr.  Pharaxyn 


Let  any  member  go  to  the  top  of  the  Terrace  and 
look  at  the  imposition.  All  the  front  was  ginger- 
bread, and  all  the  rear  a  mass  of  filth  and  dirt. 
If  they  walked  up  and  down  the  pathways  they 
would  see  there  was  no  drainage.  The  water 
flowed  over  the  footpaths  instead  of  being  carried 
off  by  pipes.  If  they  went  up  the  road  in  front 
of  the  buildings  they  would  see  that  the  work  of 
laying  down  the  gas-pipes  was  grossly  carried 
out.  It  was  done  in  a  most  unworkmanlike 
manner,  and  horses  oould  scarcely  pass  without 
being  liable  to  break  their  knees.  Now,  forsooth, 
they  wanted  money  to  build  a  town  hall.  They 
were  not  entitled  to  a  town  hall.  Let  them  make 
the  streets  first,  and  keep  them  clean.  He  would 
move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day 
six  months. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  did  not 
think  it  was  at  all  necessary  for  them  to  travel 
outside  the  propositions  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn 
had  made,  which  he  thought  they  were  doing 
when  they  discussed  the  question  whether  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Wellington  had  or  had 
not  done  its  duty  to  the  public  in  making  the 
streets.  Nothing  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  said  shook  his  view  of  the  course  which  the 
Council  ought  to  take  in  the  matter.  They  must 
carry  their  recollection  back  to  what  the  actual 
fact  of  the  case  was.  The  Wellington  Corpora- 
tion were  not  authorized  to  borrow  £200,000. 
They  were  only  authorized  to  borrow  so  much  of 
the  sum  of  £200,000  as  was  necessary  to  enable 
certain  things  to  be  done,  and  to  provide  a 
certain  amount  for  the  drainage  of  the  city. 
Having  borrowed  more  money  uian  they  were 
entitled  under  the  law  to  borrow,  they  now 
came  to  the  Legislature  and  said,  *'  First  give 
us  legislative  sanction  for  what  we  have  <£>ne 
in  borrowing  more  money  than  we  were  author- 
ized to  borrow,  and  then  allow  us  to  apply  the 
extra  sum  to  entirely  new  objects.**  Now,  it  was 
against  that  that  he  considei^ed  the  Council  were 
justified  in  taking  their  stand  the  other  day,  and 
it  was  on  that  account  he  was,  with  all  possible 
regret,  unable  to  accede  to  the  appeal  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Pharazyn  for  the  reconsideration  of  the 
clause.  Nothing  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
said  had  eone  at  all  to  the  root  of  that  part  of  the 
matter.  It  was  quite  true,  everybody  admitted, 
that  it  was  hard  the  Corporation  should  have  to 
pay  their  present  rents  instead  of  paying  interest 
for  a  town-hall  site ;  but  then  the  Corporation 
ought  to  have  thought  of  that  before  they  came 
to  the  Legislature  and  asked  leave  to  borrow  a 
specific  sum,  and  before  they  entered  into  con- 
tracts, without  l^slative  authority,  to  spend 
money  which  the  Parliament  had  not  placed  at 
their  disposal  at  all.  The  Municipal  Corporation 
Act  of  last  year,  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  referred,  was  the  very  thing  to  which  the 
Corporation  ought  to  have  resorted  to  raise  money 
to  build  offices.  The  City  Council  should  hare 
submitted  the  question  to  the  ratepayers  as  to 
whether  the  money  should  be  borrowed  for  the 
purpose. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  Brett's  amendment  by  leare 
withdrawn. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted ;  '* 
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upon  which  a  difision  was  called  for,  with  the 

foUowing  resolt : — 

Ajes         9 

Noes         11 


Ifiyority  against ... 


2 


Atxs. 
Captain  Baillie,  Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Pharazjn, 

Captain  Fraser,  ,  Mr.  Bossell, 

Mr.  Hart,  Colonel  Whitmore. 

Mr.  0.  &.  Johnson,      | 


NoK^. 

Mr.  MUler, 

Mr.  Faterson, 

Dr.  Pollen. 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Williamson. 


Sir  E.  Dillon  Bell, 

Colonel  Brett, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Lieut-Colonel  Kennj, 

Mr.  Menzies, 
The  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill 
was  conseqaently  negatived,  and  the  Bill  was  read 
a  third  time. 

T.  THOMSON. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  upon  the 
question.  That  this  Council  doth  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  Pnblio  Petitions  Committee  on  the 
potion  of  Thomas  Thomson,  and  that  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  G-oyernment. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  on 
a  previous  occasion  he  had  asked  that  this  mo- 
tion should  be  adjourned,  so  that  the  Qovemment 
might  be  in  a  position  to  say  what  course  they 
would  take  with  respect  to  it.  The  Gbyemment 
would  give  careful  attention  to  the  resolution  if 
passed  by  the  Council,  but  he  would  not  pledge 
himself  that  it  would  be  carried  out.  The 
Goremment  would  promise,  however,  to  give  full 
consideration  to  the  matter. 

The  Hoi3.  Mr.  HOLMES  rose  to  support  the 
motion.  He  thought  Captain  Thomson  was  one 
of  the  best  servants  in  the  employ  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  tlae  District  of  Southland.  For  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  had  been  most  attentive  to  his 
duties.  He  was  most  popular  amongst  the  set- 
tlers in  the  district,  as  well  as  captains  of  vessels 
frequenting  the  Bluff  Harbour.  His  transfer 
from  the  employment  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment to  the  Harbour  Board  was  a  calamity  so 
far  as  Captain  Thomson  was  concerned,  because 
if  he  had  remained  in  his  former  position  he 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a  pension ;  or,  if 
he  had  been  treated  as  other  persons  in  a  similar 
situation  were,  he  would  have  received  an  allow- 
ance instead  of  a  pension.  He  could  not  see  why 
a  different  measure  of  justice  should  be  meted 
out  to  Captain  Thomson  at  the  Bluff  and  to  Cap- 
tain Thomson  at  Port  Chalmers.  The  latter  was 
certainly  the  superior  officer,  but  the  other  was 
an  equidly  efficient  man,  and  no  fault  was  ever 
found  with  him.  Had  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment continued  in  existence,  then,  with  continued 
service,  Captain  Thomson  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  entitled  to  a  pension.  He  understood 
thai  Captain  Thomson  at  Port  Chalmers  had 
got  lomethiiD^  like  £600  as  compensation  for  the 


loss  of  his  position  under  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, and,  if  he  was  entitled  to  such  a  sum, 
Captain  Thomson  at  the  Bluff  was  entitled  to  a 
sum  in  proportion  to  his  service.  The  colony 
should  not  allow  any  injustice  to  be  done  in  such 
cases,  and  the  mere  fact  of  a  change  in  the  form 
of  government  should  not  prejudice  the  claims 
of  worthy  public  servants.  He  knew  from  per- 
sonal observation  that  Captain  Thomson  had  aone 
signal  service  to  the  country.  Besides,  he  was 
far  above  the  ordinary  class  of  men  in  similar 
positions.  He  was  exceedingly  ingenious,  and 
had  invented  several  instruments  in  connection 
with  navi^tion,  among  which  were  a  patent 
anchor,  and  a  gauge  for  measuring  the  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide,  which  was  one  of  the  simplest,  most 
efficient,  and  most  ingenious  instruments  he  had 
ever  seen.  Considering  the  character  of  Captain 
Thomson,  and  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the 
State,  he  thought  that  gentleman  ought  not  to  be 
placed  in  a  worse  position  than  others  in  similar 
situations.  He  had  therefore  much  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  resolution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  looked  on  this  as  a 
matter  which  concerned  the  Government  more 
than  individual  members.  He  had  no  doubt  a 
great  many  applications  of  the  same  kind  would 
be  made  ;  and  probably  this  particular  case 
would  be  quoted  as  a  precedent  to  some  extent. 
Probably  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  could  give  them  a 
ffreat  deal  of  information  upon  this  matter.  To 
nis  own  knowledge,  there  was  another  appUcation 
from  an  officer  holding  a  similar  position  in  the 
Province  of  Otago,  and  who  was  in  almost  exactly 
a  similar  way  transferred  to  another  bodv.  He 
made  an  application  for  compensation,  but  he 
thought  it  was  refused  by  the  late  Government. 
He  had  no  wish  to  offer  objections  to  the  claim 
which  had  been  advanced  in  this  instance,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  wished  to  say  that  it  was  by 
no  means  a  singular  case.  Upon  the  mode  in 
which  this  question  was  determined  would  depend 
many  others. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  the  facts  of 
thib  particular  case  had  gone  out  of  his  recol- 
lection. Speaking  without  book,  so  to  say,  he 
understood  the  position  to  be  this :  Captain 
Thomson  was  employed  under  the  Provincial 
Government  as  Harbourmaster  at  the  Bluff.  His 
services  had  since  been  transferred  to  the  Harbour 
Board,  and  he  claimed  that  he  should  receive  com- 
pensation as  an  officer  deprived  of  service  under 
the  Provincial  Government,  and  that  he  should 
still  be  employed  by  the  Harbour  Board.  Now, 
he  thought  this  was  a  question  upon  which  the 
Council  should  not  commit  itself  to  any  expression 
of  opinion.  The  Abolition  Act  made  provision 
for  officers  who  were  by  the  change  of  the  system 
of  government  deprived  of  their  employment. 
But  in  this  particular  instance  the  officer  had  not 
been  deprived  of  his  employment,  inasmuch  as  he 
still  continued  in  the  same  position,  the  difference 
being  only  that  his  masters  were  changed.  In 
all  other  respects  he  was  still  a  public  servant, 
and  stiU  held  the  office  which  he  held  under  the 
Provincial  Government.  He  did  not  know  what 
particular  claims  this  officer  could  have,  or  what 
injury  had  been  done  to  him  individually  and 
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personally  by  the  change  of  service.  He  did 
not  know  what  rights  he  would  have  under 
the  Provincial  Goyemment  to  be  considered  as 
a  Civil  Servant.  He  (Dr.  Pollen)  believed  he 
would  have  none  at  all  j  and,  unless  there  were 
legislation  of  a  local  character,  altogether  in- 
dependent of  the  provisions  of  the  Abolition  of 
Provinces  Act,  certainly  his  claim  for  special 
consideration  could  not  be  recognized  more  than 
the  claims  of  a  great  many  other  officers  of  the 
Government.  A  similar  transfer  had  been  made 
in  respect  to  the  Harbourmaster  at  Otago  Heads. 
It  was  within  his  own  knowledge  that  a  gentle- 
man in  Auckland,  who  filled  the  office  of  Chief 
Clerk  in  the  Superintendent's  Office,  was  trans- 
ferred from  that  office  and  made  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education.  He  siiffered  no  diminution 
of  pay  by  the  change,  and  it  was  held,  under 
those  circumstances,  that  he  had  no  claim  for 
compensation ;  and  compensation  was  refused  to 
him.  There  were  many  other  instances,  no  doubt, 
of  the  sf^pe  kind,  and,  if  this  were  to  be  taken  as 
a  precedent,  it  would  open  the  door  for  a  large 
number  of  claims  which  would  undoubtedly  be 
preferred.  It  was  a  question  which  he  thought 
ought  properly  to  be  left  to  the  Government 
itself,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  well  for 
the  Council  to  express  any  decided  opinion  either 
way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIE3  said  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  would  amount  simply  to  a  recog- 
nition of  the  services  of  Captain  Thomson,  and 
would  not  in  any  way  tie  down  the  Legislature 
or  the  Government  to  deal  with  the  case  as  the 
petitioner  desired.  The  case  of  Captain  Thomson, 
supposing  the  Goverament  should  favourably 
consider  it,  would  not  prove  a  first  precedent,  for 
precedents  had  already  been  formed,  and  the  fact 
that  a  precedent  already  existed  in  the  particular 
branch  of  the  service  to  which  Captain  Thomson 
belonged  no  doubt  encouraged  him  to  bring 
forward  this  application  to  the  Legislature.  The 
facts  which  were  elicited  during  the  inquiry 
b^  the  Petitions  Committee  had  rather  escaped 
his  recollection,  but  he  knew  of  similar  cases. 
Notably  there  was  the  case  of  the  Harbourmaster 
at  Port  Chalmers,  who  had  received  such  com- 

fensation  as  Captain  Thomson  here  asked  for. 
f  there  were  equitable  claims  on  the  part  of  those 
who  had  served  in  the  various  departments  of 
the  Government  in  former  days,  he  thought  they 
ought  to  receive  consideration ;  and,  with  respect 
to  this  gentleman,  he  could  say  there  were  spe- 
cial claims  which  ought  to  receive  consideration. 
Captain  Thomson  was  appointed  Harbourmaster 
at  the  Bluff  about  sixteen  years  ago  by  the  Gb- 
vernment  of  Southland.  Just  before  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  series  of  unfortilnate  accidents  happened 
m  and  near  the  harbour.  Vessels  ran  ashore,  got 
burnt,  and  were  cast  away.  Just  at  that  time, 
when  the  Bluff  became  the  port  of  import  for 
the  gold  fields  at  Lake  Wakatipu,  a  great  rush  of 
vessels  came  over,  and  many  of  them,  no  doubt, 
were  sent  to  leave  their  bones  there.  Many  of 
them,  doubtless,  were  sent  there — as  was  usual  at 
the  port  of  a  new  gold  field — to  get  the  bene- 
fit of  the  insurance.  Many  honorable  members 
might  recollect  that  just  at  that  time  the  Bluff 
Ron.  Dr.  Pollen 


bore  a  very  bad  reputation,  owing  to  the  number 
of  accidents  which  had  occurred.  Then  Captain 
Thomson  was  appointed,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  his  evident  ability  gave  such  confidence  to 
shippers  that  in  a  few  months  the  credit  of  the 
port  rose  greatly  —  one  hundred  per  cent.,  he 
thought.  Since  Captain  Thomson  had  been  ap- 
pointed very  few  accidents  indeed  had  taken 
place.  One  or  two  had  occurred.  For  instance, 
the  steamer  *' Scotia,''  belonging  to  the  Albion 
Company,  ran  ashore  at  Captain  Thomson's  light 
station,  steering  directly  for  the  lantern  on  his 
look-out  place,  the  bowsprit  very  nearly  knock- 
ing the  look-out  man  off  his  perch.  Captain 
Thomson  had  been  transferred  from  one  body 
to  another.  If  mere  transference  from  one 
authority  to  another  upset  the  claim  of  a  public 
officer,  Captain  Thomson  had  very  little  claim  j 
for,  first  of  all,  he  was  in  the  service  of  tlie  South- 
land Gorernment,  was  then  transferred  to  the  Pro- 
vincial GK)vemment  of  Otago,  then  to  the  General 
Government,  and,  finally,  to  the  Bluff  Harbour 
Board.  But,  the  nature  of  his  services  being  still 
the  same  under  all  those  various  authorities,  he 
should  be  considered  to  have  been  continuously  a 
public  servant,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  considera- 
tion. Certainly  he  was  quite  as  much  entitled 
to  consideration  as  any  other  harl)Ourmaster  who 
had  received  consideration.  He  could  indorse 
every  word  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  had  said  with 
reference  to  Captain  Thomson,  who  was  really  a 
man  of  genius,  for  the  names  of  his  inyentions  in 
nautical  matters  were  legion.  He  liad  invented 
a  boat-lowering  apparatus  which  was  not  at  all 
unlikely  to  supersede  all  other  patents  previously 
designed,  and  which  had  received  acceptance  at 
the  hands  of  the  Marine  Board  at  Melbourne ; 
and  he  had  also  invented  a  patent  rowlock,  and 
various  other  things  which  he  (Mr.  Menzies) 
could  not  at  present  remember.  He  trusted  the 
Council  would  agree  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee,  which  did  not  propose  anything 
more  than  due  recognition  of  the  services  of  this 
officer. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PATERSON  said  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  in  concluding  his  remarks  on  this  ques- 
tion, stated  that  he  considered  it  was  one  which 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  GK)vem- 
ment.  Now,  as  he  understood  the  question  be- 
fore the  Council,  that  was  exactly  what  was  pro- 
posed to  be  done.  The  Committ.ee  recommended 
that  the  petition  should  be  sent  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  reconsideration.  The  object  of  the  pre- 
sent motion  was  to  carry  out  that  recommenda- 
tion, leaving  the  matter  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Government,  and  not  at  all  to  dictate  to 
them  what  they  should  do.  There  were  some 
peculiarities  in  the  case  which  he  thought  called 
for  special  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
and  the  Government,  and  notably  its  similarity 
to  the  case  of  the  Harbourmaster  at  Port 
Chalmers.  It  seemed  that  the  latter  officer  had 
recently  been  transferred  to  a  local  Harbour 
Board,  as  in  the  case  of  Captain  Thomson,  and 
that  he  had  received  consideration  for  such 
change.  These  two  cases  were  so  similar  in  their 
leading  features  as  naturally  to  suggest  that  they 
ought  to  have  been  treated  alike  }  and  he  had  no 
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doubt  that  when  thej  were  thus  compared  the 
Goremment  would,  see  the  propriety  of  giving 
effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Petitions 
Committee. 

The  Hod.  Colonel  KENNY  said  that,  consider- 
ing what  liad  heen  said  with  reference  to  this 
case,  and  also  that  other  similar  cases  had  been 
dealt  with  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  peti- 
tioners, he  would  suggest  the  following  addition 
to  the  motion:  "with  a  suggestion  that  this 
and  similar  cases  be  dealt  with  upon  a  liberal 
and  uniform  principle." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion  as  amended 
carried. 

OAMARU  RESERVES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  moving  that  this 
Bill  be  committed,  said  it  was  rather  an  unfortu- 
nate coincidence  that  the  members  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  who  had  reported  unfavourably 
upon  the  BiU,  were  gentlemen  who  had,  almost 
to  a  man,  opposed  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
which  had  sufficiently  commended  itself  to  the 
Council  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  a  majority 
of  16  to  8.  The  report  of  the  Committee  stated 
that  no  sufficient  reason  had  been  shown  why  the 
Crown  should  give  up  any  of  the  remaining  part 
of  Block  95.  With  all  deference  to  the  Com- 
mittee, he  thought  that  veir  sufficient  reason. in- 
deed had  been  shown,  and  in  that  respect  the 
Committee  had  not  taken  all  the  evidence  which 
he  was  in  hopes  they  would  have  taken.  Mr. 
Donald  Reid,  who  was  really  the  gentleman  who 
negotiated  this  agreement,  was  never  called  by 
the  Committee ;  and  it  struck  him  as  a  very  re- 
markable thing  that  the  Committee  should  have 
abstained  from  calling  that  eentleman,  because 
it  was  well  known  that  he  coiud  have  given  most 
important  evidence,  and  eridence  that,  as  &r  as 
he  (Mr.  Miller)  knew,  would  have  been  favourable 
to  Uie  Bill.  The  Committee  said  it  was  desirable 
that  the  General  Government  should  retain  the 
remainder  of  Block  95,  but  they  did  not  explain 
why  it  was  desirable.  The  General  Government 
liad  plenty  of  ground  in  the  Town  of  Oamaru. 
They  had  the  Fost  Office  Reserve,  on  which  the 
Poet  Offioe  was  built,  and  which  contained  nearly 
1|  acres  of  land;  they  had  the  Customhouse 
Rescrre ;  they  had  a  piece  of  ground  next  the 
railway  station  of  some  5i  acres;  they  had  a 
Urge  piece  of  ground  containing  more  than  5i 
acres  in  the  Immigration  Reserve ;  and  what  more 
did  they  want  P  What  did  the  General  Govern- 
ment want  BO  much  land  for  in  Oamaru,  and  why 
did  they  require  this  vacant  space,  which  was  so 
much  needed  by  the  public  for  business  pur- 
poses ?  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  altogether 
beside  the  mark  to  claim  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment such  large  reserves  -when  there  was  ample 
ground  for  Uiem  to  build  all  their  public  esta- 
blishments on.  If  the  Government  had  a  Court- 
house, a  Cnstomhonse,  a  post  office,  a  telegraph 
office,  and  a  gaol,  they  would  not  require  many 
other  public  buildings.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  tne  Government  were  not  going  to  pay  any 
of  the  rates  in  the  Town  of  Oamaru,  nor  were  thev 
going  to  assist  the  people  in  constructing  sucn 
sewerage  works  as  would  soon  become  necessary 
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in  Oamaru,  or  to  contribute  anything,  so  far  as 
he  knew,  towards  the  cost  of  the  waterworks 
which  were  being  constructed.  All  those  circum- 
stances ought  to  be  considered,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  Council  would  take  the  same  view  that  it  did 
when  it  allowed  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
The  report  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
claimed  more  than  was  really  required  by  the 
General  Government.  When  a  number  of  people 
met,  as  they  had  lately  done  in  the  Town  of 
Oamaru,  and  expressed  their  views  in  the  way 
that  meeting  had  done,  their  wishes  should  be 
attended  to.  At  a  public  meeting  held  at  Oamaru, 
at  which  700  people  were  present,  the  following 
resolution  was  agreed  to : — 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the 
existence  in  the  centre  of  Thames  Street  of  a 
break  in  the  building  line  of  over  400  feet,  caused 
by  the  large  vacant  space  adjoining  the  Lock-up, 
is  greatly  detrimental  to  the  appearance  of  the 
town,  while  also  it  is  a  direct  loss  to  the  munici- 
pality, as  the  ground  would  let  readilv  for  build- 
ing sites  at  a  good  annual  rental ;  and  this  meet* 
ing  is  further  of  opinion  that  it  is  absurd  that 
ground  so  valuable  should  be  used  merely  as  a 
police  paddock,  inasmuch  as  practically  for  the 
sake  of  grazing  one  or  two  troop  horses  a  possible 
revenue  of  several  hundreds  a  year  is  sacrificed. 

~"  That  this  meeting  considers  that  the  land  in 
question  should  fairly  be  the  property  of  the 
municipality,  provided  that  a  site  is  secured  to 
the  Government  for  pubUc  buildings  and  for  a 
county  gaol  in  an  eligible  situation.  That  it  is 
desirable  that  when  a  county  gaol  is  erected  it 
should  not  be  placed  in  so  prominent  a  position 
as  the  present  Lock-up,  and  tnat  the  site  proposed 
by  the  Oamaru  Reserves  Bill,  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  honorablei  the  Legislative 
Council,  is  admirably  adapted  foir  the  purpose, 
being  of  ample  area,  convenient  access,  and  near 
to  the  Corporation  quarries,  which  would  afford 
the  means  of  profitable  employment  of  hard« 
labour  prisoners.*' 

There  were  other  resolutions  passed,  with  which 
he  would  not  trouble  the  CoundL  There  was 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  somewhat  coloured 
view  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  had  given  of 
this  Bill  was  not  the  proper  view  to  take.  It 
was  not  a  question  of  mere  bargain.  It  was 
never  intendeid  by  those  who  conducted  the  nego- 
tiations on  the  part  of  the  late  Government,  of 
which  his  honorable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  was  so 
distinguished  a  member,  that  it  should  be  a 
matter  of  bargain.  The  fact  was  that  the  land 
in  question  was  originally  reserved  for  sites  for 
public  buildings.  Those  public  buildings  would 
be  much  better  placed  elsewhere,  and  the  Bill 
provided  ample  ground  on  which  they  could  be 
erected.  Therefore  he  did  not  think  the  Com- 
mittee were  justified  in  saying  that  it  was  desir- 
able to  retain  this  land  for  General  Government 
purposes.  If  there  were  any  real  sanitary  objec- 
tions to  this  land  being  built  upon,  he  would  be 
the  very  last  to  recommend  the  Council  to  pass 
the  Bill ;  but  no  such  objections  existed.  There 
was  a  wide  street  on  each  side  of  these  reserves, 
such  street  being  two  chains  in  width.  The 
vacant  space  was  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  and 
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was  rery  muoli  required  for  bosiness  purposes, 
and  it  was  occupied  by  the  General  6k)Teniment 
for  the  purpose  of  feeding  two  or  three  police 
horses.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  thought 
the  Council  might  adhere  to  the  Tiew  it  took  in 
the  first  instance,  and  allow  the  Bill  to  be  com- 
mitted. It  had  the  approval  of  the  public,  it 
had  the  approral  of  the  Municipal  Council,  it 
had  the  approval  of  the  late  Gk>Temment,  it 
had  the  approval  of  the  House  of  BepresentativM, 
it  most  certainly  had  his  approval,  and  it  had 
the  approval  of  the  Council  Iby  a  majority  of  16 
to  8.  Such  being  the  case,  he  thought  the  Bill 
should  be  committed,  and  such  alterations  made 
in  it  as  might  be  found  desirable.  The  muni- 
cipal authorities  would  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  pay- down  a  sum  of  money  at  once,  on  the 
understanding  that  the  G-overnment  would  ex- 
pend it  on  such  public  buildings  as  they  thought 
necessary  in  the  Town  of  Oamaru.  That  would 
obviate  any  difficulty  as  to  the  non-payment  of 
this  money.  When  the  Municipality  was  engaged 
in  so  many  of  those  costly  enterprises  which  be- 
longed to  every  Municipality  in  a  new  town,  the 
greatest  consideration  was  due  to  them.  More* 
over,  from  what  he  might  call  an  Aesthetic  point 
of  view,  he  was  anxious  to  see  the  Bill  pass,  be- 
cause he  desired  to  see  the  street  become — what 
he  was  certain  it  would  be — one  of  the  most 
beautiful  streets  in  the  colony  ;  and  he  was  very 
much  astonished  to  find  that  a  gentleman  with 
such  a  large  appreciation  of  the  beautiful  as  they 
all  knew  his  honorable  friend  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell 
possessed,  should  have  agreed  to  a  report  like 
that  which  had  been  submitted.  He  thought  he 
had  said  quite  enough  to  show  that  this  Bill 
ought  to  be  committed  and  passed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  very 
much  regretted  that  it  should  fall  to  his  duty 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  committed  that  day 
three  months.  He  could  not  allow  the  address 
which  had  just  been  made  to  the  Council  to 
pass  without  stating  that,  so  far  as  he  and  those 
who  agreed  with  him  in  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee were  concerned,  nothing  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  said  could  shake  their  view  at 
all.  When  this  Bill  came  on  for  second  reading 
his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Holmes  brought  down 
some  very  serious  arguments  against  it,  and  to 
some  members  of  the  Coimcil  it  had  appeared 
that  the  Bill  was  a  preposterous  one.  But  it 
was  allowed  to  be  read  a  second  time  because 
it  was  felt  that  it  would  receive  full  investigation 
before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  Therefore, 
when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  took  credit  to  the 
Bill  for  the  majority  with  which  it  passed  the 
second  reading,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
it  would  not  nave  received  anything  like  that 
majority  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  feeling  on 
the  part  of  honorable  members  that  the  alle- 
gations of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  which  were 
new  to  several  of  them,  would  receive  a  fair  sift- 
ing by  the  Committee,  which  allegations  were  to 
the  effect  that  the  Municipality  had  an  enormous 
quantity  of  land  already,  and  could  not  reason- 
ably apply  to  the  Legislature  for  more.  The 
promoter  of  the  Bill  in  the  other  House  appeared 
before  the  Committee,  and,  in  answer  to  ques- 
H<m,  Mr.  MilUr 


tions,  urged  that  the  land  proposed  to  be  given 
up  under  the  Bill  was  to  be  given  up  by  the 
Corporation  as  a  consideration  for  the  General 
Gbvemment  land  which  it  was  proposed  to  take. 
The  Committee  immediately  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine what  the  sections  were.  They  found 
that  the  Bill  dealt  with  a  section  called  No. 
5,  in  a  particular  block;  four  other  sections, 
called  6,  7,  8,  and  9  respectively,  in  the  same 
block ;  No.  27,  in  the  same  block ;  and  the  re- 
maining portion  of  a  reserve  known  as  No.  95. 
The  Committee  found  that  section  5  was  pro* 
posed  to  be  vested  by  the  Bill  in  the  Crown, 
whereas  the  land  undoubtedly  already  bebnged 
lo  the  Crown :  in  respect  to  that,  therefore,  the 
great  consideration  proposed  to  be  given  by  the 
Oamaru  Corporation  was  nothing.  They  then 
found  that  section  27,  which  the  Bill  proposed 
to  vest  in  the  Corporation,  already  vested  in 
that  body ;  and  therefore  the  consideration  that 
was  proposed  to  be  given  in  respect  to  that 
section  was  also  nothing.  But  when  they  came  to 
investigate  what  the  Corporation  proposed  with 
rejipect  to  sections  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  they  found  that 
all  these  sections,  constituting  an  acre  of  ground, 
had  been  duly  dedicated,  in  a  lawful  way,  for 
a  market;  and  they  found  that  the  Bill  pro* 
posed  to  take  two  of  these  sections  from  the 
public  and  hand  them  over  to  the  Crown  to  do 
what  it  liked  with,  and  to  take  the  other  two 
and  hand  them  over  to  the  Corporation  to  do 
what  they  liked  with.  That  was  the  "  considera- 
tion "  which  the  Corporation  at  Oamaru  offered  to 
the  Crown  for  getting  these  Government  reserves. 
The  honorable  member  (Mr.  Miller)  spoke  about 
there  being  large  quantities  of  land  belonging  to 
the  General  Government  and  at  its  disposal  in 
the  Town  of  Oamaru.  No  evidence  of  tnat  was 
afforded  before  the  Committee.  On  the  contrary, 
when  they  came  to  inquire  into  the  actual  posi- 
tion of  Block  96,  which  the  Bill  proposed  to  deal 
with,  they  found  that  the  whole  of  that  block, 
with  the  exception  of  the  piece  of  land  which  the 
Corporation  now  wanted  to  take,  had  already  been 
dedicated  by  Act  to  recreation  and  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  they  found,  therefore,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  site  of  the  Post  Office,  the  site 
of  the  Telegraph  Office,  and  other  sites  which  had 
been  granted  for  an  Athenteum  and  other  pur- 
poses, the  General  Gbvernment  had  no  land  in 
Oamaru  suitable  for  their  own  objects.  There 
was  a  piece  of  land,  known  as  the  Esplanade, 
part  of  which,  properly  speaking,  might  still 
be  considered  to  belong  to  the  General  Gt>vem- 
ment  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  what  was 
used  for  the  purposes  of  a  railway  station,  it 
was  given  away  to  the  Harbour  Bou^.  Every- 
body acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  oountir 
knew  that  the  railway  accommodation  was  insuf- 
ficient, and  if  the  whole  reserve  had  been  devoted 
to  that  purpose  it  would  not  be  too  much.  The 
Hon.  Mjt.  Miller  spoke  about  a  few  hones  being 
depastured  upon  the  piece  of  ground  which  the 
Corporation  proposed  to  take  from  the  Crown, 
but  the  fact  of  a  few  hones  being  depastured 
upon  it  now  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 
They  knew  that  at  the  present  moment  the  popu- 
lation of  Oamaru  was  not  more  than  6,000,  but 
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thej  alao  knew  tbat  it  would  soon  be  a  very  large 
town,  and  become  the  dep^t  for  an  area  of  fine 
country  extending  orer  about  200,000  acres,  and 
indudmff  tlie  southern  part  of  Canterburr.  Ever 
since  he  had  been  in  this  oountrj  he  had  fought 
as  stronglj  as  he  could  to  prevent  open  spaces  in 
towns  from  being  blocked  up  by  buildings.  In 
many  of  the  towna  that  were  growing  up  and 
becoming  populous,  the  Corporations  were  tak- 
ing erery  bit  of  open  ground  they  could  get. 
In  another  Bill— the  Dunedin  Town  Hall  Site 
Bill — he  had  been  the  means  of  stopping  the 
taking  away  of  a  market  reserre,  and  preyenting 
the  Corporation  of  Dunedin  from  getting  hold  of 
it ;  and  with  respect  to  that  matter  he  ought  to 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  Mr.  Stout, 
the  promoter  of  the  Bill  in  the  other  House, 
had  acted  with  fidmess  and  justice  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee.  There  was  also  another 
Bill,  the  Dunedin  Beserres  Bill,  where  exactly 
the  same  thine  was  proposed  to  be  done — where 
land  duly  laid  apart  for  recreation  purposes  was 
propoeed  to  be  takeu  and  handed  over  to  the 
Corporation  of  Dunedin.  The  Corporation  of 
Oamaru  was  richly  endowed — next  to  Dunedin 
it  was  the  most  wealthily  endowed  Municipality 
In  New  Zealand — and  if  it  wanted  land  it  could 
well  afford  to  buy  it.  He  hoped  the  Council 
woald  have  some  regard  to  the  future  of  the 
towna,  and  not  allow  the  few  remaining  open 
spaces  to  be  handed  over  to  Corporations.  If 
they  gave  way  to  Oamaru  in  this  matter,  as'  cer- 
tainly as  the  sun  shone  in  the  sky  that  Corpora- 
tion would  come  up  by-and-by  with  another  Bill, 
doing  exactly  what  the*  Corporation  of  Dunedin 
was  trying  to  do — ^namely,  taking  the  recreation 
reserve  which  adjoined  this  piece  of  ground,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  upon  it.  They  would 
come  up  session  after  session  until  they  got  hold 
of  this  piece  of  land,  merely  for  the  sake  of  adding 
to  their  revenue,  and  preventing  the  making  of 
fates.  He  wished  to  speak  with  admiration  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Corporation  of  Oamaru 
and  the  townspeople  had  acted  in  the  matter 
of  pablio  works ;  every  one  would  concede  that 
thc^  had  been  spirited  and  generous  in  re- 
gard to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but  in  this 
case  they  were  proposing  to  take  away  the  only 
remaining  good  piece  of  land  which  belonged  to 
the  Government  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
take  away  from  the  public  their  Market  Beserve, 
without  giving  anything  whatever  in  exchange. 
As  to  the  proposal  to  spend  £5,000  in  building 
the  gaol,  he  hoped  the  time  had  not  come  when 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  would  have  to  go  to 
a  Corporation  to  provide  money  for  such  an  object ; 
besides,  in  all  probability  this  expenditure  of  money 
for  a  gaol  would  never  be  required  at  alL  The 
administration  of  justice  went  in  the  direction 
that  long-sentenced  prisoners  tried  at  Oamaru 
would  be  sent  either  to  Lyttelton  or  to  Dunedin, 
and  no  gaol  of  any  sixe  would  be  required  at 
Oamaru:  in  &ot,  the^  ousht  rather  to  prevent 
the  building  of  anything  like  a  county  gaol  for 
loDg-sentenoed  prisoners  at  Oamaru.  Therefore, 
when  the  Corporation  said  they  would  spend 
£6,000  when  called  upon,  they  were  offering  to 
do  what  they  were  never  likely  to  be  asked  to 


do.  Hit  honorable  friend  said  Oamaru  would 
eive  £5,000  in  cash  to  be  spent  on  any  other 
buildings.  He  must  say  that  if  such  a  proposi- 
tion were  made  between  private  persons  it  would 
not  be  considered  reputable.  The  honorable 
l^entleman  would  not  suspect  him  of  saying  that 
in  a  personal  or  offensive  manner ;  but  Uie  colony 
did  not  want  either  the  money  or  the  buildings, 
and  what  the  colony  ought  to  do  was  to  keep  its 
own  reserve,  and  also  keep  the  Market  Beserve, 
which  had  been  given  to  the  district  and  not 
to  the  population  of  the  town  alone.  Every 
market  reserve  belonged  to  the  district  which 
supplied  the  town,  and  the  country  people  had 
an  inherent  right  to  be  considered.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  blamed  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee for  not  calling  Mr.  Beid,  a  member  of 
the  late  Government,  who  had  been  a  party  to 
this  engagement.  He  could  not  concede  that  the 
Waste  l4inds  Committee  were  to  blame.  That 
Committee  invited  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr. 
Hislop,  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  in  both  Houses, 
before  them.  The  Committee  would  ffladly  have 
heard  Mr.  Beid  if  those  gentlemen  nad  called 
him ;  but  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  to  do  more  than  examine  in  favour  of 
a  Bill  the  witnesses  tendered  by  those  who  pro- 
moted it.  He  was  sony  Mr.  Beid  had  not  been 
before  the  Committee,  in  order  that  he  might  have 
explained  how  it  was  he  had  entered  into  a  treaty 
between  the  Government  and  the  Corporation 
relating  to  the  removal  of  Her  Maiesty^s  Gaol, 
when  the  Colonial  Secretary— to  whose  depart- 
ment all  those  matters  would  ultimately  come — 
was  unaware,  when  the  Bill  was  under  consi- 
deration in  the  Council,  that  any  such  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  at  all.  The  Committee 
would  have  asked  Mr.  Beid  to  account  for  that, 
and  to  show  them  how  it  was  that  the  Minister 
of  Justice  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  were  un- 
aware of  the  trensaction.  Even  supposing  it  to 
be  perfectly  true  with  regard  to  what  the  honor- 
able gentleman  said — that  no  reason  had  been 
shown  in  debate  why  the  General  Ck>vemment 
should  keep  this  reserve — he  would  ask  his  honor- 
able friend  whether  he  really  considered  any 
reason  had  been  shown  why  the  Corporation 
should  get  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB.— Bates. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL.— To  save 
rates?  The  Corporation  were  in  a  wealthy 
position.  They  had  splendid  municipal  reserves ; 
and  if  they  wanted  to  bring  in  water  to  the 
town,  or  to  secure  anything  for  the  well-being 
or  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  he  was  sure 
they  would  only  have  to  ask  the  Legislature  in 
order  to  get  authority  for  whatever  they  wanted. 
Moreover,  under  the  Municipal  Cornorations  Act 
of  last  year  the  Corporation  had  aU  the  powers 
they  required  for  such  purposes ;  and  he  had  yet 
to  learn  that  it  would  be  at  all  advisable  for  this 
Legislature  to  allow  the  Corporations  of  towns 
all  over  the  country  to  get  hold  of  the  last  pieces 
of  ground  left  to  the  General  Ck>vemment,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  saying  themselves  from  the 
small  portion  of  rates  which  they  would  other- 
wise have  to  pay.  He  would  move,  That  the  Bill 
be  ordered  to  be  oommilted  that  day  three  months* 
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Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
oommitted  that  day  three  months. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  one  of 
a  class  rendered  necessary  bj  the  alteration  made 
in  their  local  institutions  last  year.  He  thought 
that  all  the  alterations  he  had  seen  in  this  Bill 
since  it  was  first  introduced  were  decided  im- 
proTements.  ■  He  had,  however,  given  notice  of 
a  small  alt-eration  in  the  proviso  to  the  7th  clause. 
It  bad  also  been  suggested  to  him  that  very  likely 
it  would  be  difficult  to  provide  for  slaughterhouses 
which  were  already  existing  at  some  little  distance 
from  a  township,  and  which  were  claimed  by  both 
the  borough  and  the  county.  New  slaughter- 
houses in  future  would,  of  course,  belong  under 
this  Bill  to  the  borough ;  but  it  was  not  very 
clear  that  the  existing  slaughterhouses  would 
follow  that  rule.  All  the  precautions  for  pre- 
venting  dishonesty  in  slaughtering  cattle  that 
were  necessitated  by  the  condition  of  thingrs 
in  this  country  were  provided  for.  At  the  same 
time,  there  was  no  unreasonable  interference 
with  private  convenience  in  slaughtering  animals 
for  domestic  use.  The  clause  by  which  it  was 
rendered  imperative  that  no  new  slaughterhouse 
should  be  erected  within  a  borough,  or  within  a 
distance  of  half*a-mile  of  a  borough,  was,  he 
thought,  a  valuable  sanitary  precaution.  How- 
ever attached  people  might  be  to  the  particular 
Provincial  Ordinance  which  ruled  in  the  part  of 
the  countiy  in  which  they  happened  to  reside,  he 
thought  few  people,  on  reading  the  general  Bill 
here  proposed,  would  find  any  valid  reason  for 
preferring  any  of  the  Ordinances  proposed  to  be 
repealed.  There  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  which 
was  likely  to  grate  upon  local  feelings  or  preju- 
dices, and  it  would  be  a  decided  advantage  to  set 
at  rest  the  question  of  slaughterhouse  manage- 
ment, because  the  local  Provincial  Ordinances 
overrode  the  by-laws  of  the  County  Council,  and 
for  practical  management  the  law  as  it  stood  was 
quite  insufficient. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  he  gathered 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  that  the  Act  should 
allow  abattoirs  to  be  erected  within  boroughs. 
While  the  6th  section  of  the  Bill  permitted  them 
to  continue  if  already  erected,  clause  8  actually 
authorized  them  to  be  erected  in  a  borough.  He 
thought  the  Bill  in  that  respect  would  require 
amendment.  No  slaughterhouse  should  exist 
within  a  certain  distance  of  a  borough.  One 
of  the  knotty  points  in  connection  with  this 
question  was  how  to  verify  the  brands  at  the 
meat-preserving  estabhshments.  That  had  been 
felt  in  the  South  to  be  an  extremely  difficult 
point  to  settle,  and  he  had  no  doubt  whatever 
that  cattle-stealing  on  a  very  considerable  scale 
might  take  place,  and  had  taken  place,  where 
there  were  ntcilities  for  disposing  of  the  cattle 
at  some  of  the  meat-preserving  establishments, 
seeing  that,  where  cattle  were  uaughtered  at  the 
rate  of  fifty  a  day,  there  wo\ild  be  no  possibility  of 
verification  after  a  few  days  had  passed.  Whether 
ikt  Council,  during  the  progress  of  the  Bill 
Son,  Sir  F.  DiUon  Bell 


through  Committee,  would  be  able  to  make  some 
specific  provision  to  deal  with  such  a  case  he  did 
not  know.  He  did  know  that  in  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Otago  the  question  was  under -the  con- 
sideration-of  a  Committee  during  two  successive 
sessions,  and,  beyond  passing  stringent  regula- 
tions for  recording  the  brands,  they  did  not  see 
any  practicable  mode  of  preventing  the  possibility 
of  irregularities. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  thousht  that  clause 
29  of  the  Bill  distinctly  met  sum  cases  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  referred  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIYES. 

Tuesday,  eth  November^  1877. 

First  Readings— Second  Eeadingj— Third  Beadin|8— Bill 
Diacharged— Want  of  Oonfidenoe— Manioipal  Officers 
— MrB.  McHanua— Timaru  Board  of  Worka— Min- 
isters' Salaries  —  Marine  Enjrineer— J.  Hume— Privi- 
lege— Disqualification  Bill—Taranaki  County  Beserres 
Bui— Kakanui  Harbour  Bill— Forest  Trees  Planting 
Bni— Strath  Taieri  and  Clyde  Railway  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Fbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Bofough  of  New  Plymouth  Endowment  Bill, 
Public  Health  Bill  (No.  2),  Timaru  Harbour 
Board  Lands  Bill,  Disqualification  BilL 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Lotteries    Bill,  Queenstown  Athensum  Bill, 
Waikouaiti    Hnrbour    Endowment    Bill,    Wai* 
kouaiti  Atheneeum  Land  Bill,  Agricultural  and 
Pastoral  Societies  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Queenstown  Atbenseum  Bill,  Agricultural  and 
Pastoral  Societies  Bill,  Riverton  Harbour  BDl, 
Bluff  Harbour  Bill,  Patea  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Dunedin  Reserves  Bill. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 

When  the  adjourned  debate  was  called  on  the 
question.  That  this  House  has  no  confidence  in 
the  Government ;  and  the  amendment,  That,  as 
the  Government  hare  not  yet  declared  their  policy, 
this  House  declines  in  the  meantime  to  entiertain 
the  question  of  "confidence"  or  "no  confidence" 
in  the  Ministry, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  caUed  upon  Mr.  W.  Wood,  on 
whose  motion  the  debate  had  been  adjourned. 

Mr.  Wood  not  being  in  his  place,  Mr.  SPEAKER 
inquired  whether  any  other  honorable  member 
wished  to  address  the  ^Touse. 

No  honorable  member  appearing  willing,  Mr. 
SPEAKER  said  he  would  put  the  question  if  the 
House  desired. 

There  being  no  movement  in  the  House,  Mr. 
SPEAKER  then  said,— I  will  proceed  to  put  the 
question. 

Aooordiogly  Mr.  SPEAKER  rose  and  put  tho 
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question,  and  called  for  the  '*  Ayes  "  and  "  Noes," 
and  the  voices  were  giyen  both  in  the'affinnative 
and  negatiTe. 

Before  Mr.  Spbakeb  declared  which  had  it, 
Mr.  McLEAN  rose  and  said, — Sir,  I  regret  to 
have  to  speak  at  this  moment,  particularly  as  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Gk>remment  benches 
■eem  Tcry  fidgety.  There  is  in  the  country  from 
which  I  come  a  weed  called  a  nettle,^nG|  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  some  one  has  placed  some  of  that 
weed  on  the  seats  of  the  honorable  gentlemen, 
for  they  seom  somewhat  uncomfortable.  A  good 
deal  has  been  said  about  tbe  action  of  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House ;  but  we  are  prepared 
to  allow  our  conduct  to  be  judged  by  the  result 
of  the  division.  The  Premier  and  I  have  been 
in  Australia,  and  he  knows  that  there  is  in  that 
country  an  animal  caUed  a  kangaroo-rat,  which 
takes  prodigious  hops.  There  are  some  such  rats 
on  tbe  Qt>vemment  side  of  the  House ;  and  I  am 
afraid  that,  if  the  Qovemment  do  not  allow  the 
division  to  take  place  soon,  they  will  find  some 
of  their  supporters  hopping  over  hero  like  kan- 
garoo-rats. The  Colonial  Treffourer  was  kind 
enough  a  few  days  ago,  after  he  made  that  cele- 
brate Financial  Statement,  to  give  me  a  list  of 
his  figures,  with  which  I  mean  to  deal  presently. 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
telling  us  that  he  manages  a  large  timber  btisi- 
ness  in  New  Zealand.  I  have  no  objection  to 
bis  telling  us  also  that  the  name  of  Lamach  is 
well  known  on  the  Stock  Exchange.  The  honor-* 
able  gentleman's  uncle  is  known  there,  and  I 
believe  there  is  also  a  McLean  on  the  list  of 
membership,  although  it  is  not  my  name.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  honorable  gentleman  making 
these  statements ;  but  when  an  honorable  gentle- 
man lakes  his  position  on  those  benches  he 
should  be  very  guarded  in  what  he  says  about 
the  finances  of  the  colony.  It  is  not  so  important 
that  members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House 
should  not  be  a  little  inaccurate  in  their  state- 
ments, but  gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  benches 
should  not  make  wild  statements  upon  finance,  or 
assert  that  the  figures  furnished  by  the  late  G-o- 
Ternment  are  incorrect,  without  satisfying  them- 
selves that  such  was  tbe  case.  Upon  this  point  I 
may  say  that  the  statement  of  my  honorable  col- 
league who  lately  filled  the  position  of  Colonial 
Tr^urer  is  absolutely  correct,  notwithstanding 
the  contrary  assertions  of  the  present  Coloniid 
Treasurer.  I  will  show  to  the  House  a  few  of 
the  misstatements  made  upon  this  matter.  The 
honorable  gentleman  takes  his  standpoint  upon 
the  balance  existing  on  the  80th  June  last,  as 
shown  by  my  late  colleague,  and  he  said  that 
that  was  £19,895,000.  I  can  make  that  agree 
with  the  late  Financial  Statement  by  taking  off 
the  one  million  that  was  borrowed  from  the 
Bank.  That  will  make  the  figures  exactly  coin- 
cide ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman,  when  he 
took  those  figures,  did  not  take  into  account  the 
cash  in  hand  on  30th  June  last,  which  amounted 
to  £980,000,  or  the  £35,000  Defence  Loan.  These 
two  soma  were  not  deducted ;  neither  did  he  take 
the  Sinking  Fund,  which  was  cash  in  hand  on 
the  80th  June,  and  it  is  surely  proper  that  that 
Aoald  be  taken  into  acoovnt. 


Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I^o. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — If  the  cash  or  bonds  are 
there,  they  must  be  deducted  from  our  debt. 
If  the  bonds  are  repurchased,  I  do  not  know 
why  they  should  not  be  taken  off  the  total 
debt. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— He  could  not  do  it. 

Mr.  McLean.  — Well,  there  is  the  Sinking 
Fund,  which  is  invested  in  New  Zealand  secu- 
rities bought  up  out  of  this  £19,895,000.  Is  it 
not  correct  that  that  should  be  taken  off?  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  looked  at  Table 
A  of  the  Financial  Statement,  he  would  there 
have  found  that  the  Loan  Act  of  1866  has  men- 
tioned in  it  a  sum  of  £1,000,000.  That  is  in- 
cluded in  the  £19,895,000.  That  was  taken  off, 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  has  put  it  on  again, 
which  is  quite  right;  but  I  presume  that  the 
honorable  member  did  not  know  that  the  million 
therein  mentioned  was  the  same.  Then  he  adds 
the  £800,000  of  Imperial  guaranteed  debentures. 
If  he  had  looked  into  the  Financial  Statement  of 
my  honorable  friend  he  would  have  found  that 
also  included  in  the  £19,895,000.  Then,  Sir, 
he  went  on  to  this  £300,000  that  is  taken  from 
the  Revenue  Account  and  paid  back  to  the  PubUo 
Works  Account,  so  as  to  balance  that  account 
on  the  30th  June.  And  then  the  Premier  took 
great  exception  to  thir,  and  said  that  it  was 
merely  shifting  figures  from  one  place  to  another; 
but  why  did  not  the  honorable  gentleman  object 
to  this  when  the  Public  Revenues  Bill  was  pass- 
ing through  the  House  ?  I  should  like  to  Imow, 
Sir,  how  you  could  make  a  Statement  to  this 
House  if  you  did  not  take  the  £800,000  bor-- 
rowed  from  one  account  without  making  an  entry 
placing  it  back,  so  as  to  state  the  accounts  exactly. 
What  shifting  of  figures  is  there  there,  I  should 
like  to  know  ?  I  do  not  see  why  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  object  to  it  now,  when  he  al- 
lowed the  Public  Revenues  Bill  to  go  through 
this  House  authorizing  it,  without  making  tne 
slightest  objection. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the 
honorable  member,  but  I  find  now  that,  as  the 
"  Ayes  "  and  "  Noes  "  have  already  been  called  for 
on  this  question,  the  debate  is  at  an  end,  and 
therefore  the  honorable  gentleman  cannot  speak. 
I  had  put  the  question  and  the  voices  had  al- 
ready been  given  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
rose.  There  was '  a  doubt  in  my  mind  at  the 
time,  but  I  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  honor- 
able member  until  I  had  ascertained  the  precise 
rule ;  but  I  have  now  referred  to  Standing  Order 
118,  which  will  show  that  this  debate  is  abso- 
lutely concluded.  Standing  Order  No.  118  says, 
"No  member  may  speak  to  any  question  after 
the  same  has.  been  put  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the 
voices  having  been  given  in  the  affirmatiye  and 
negative  thereon."  Therefore  the  debate  is  con- 
cluded once  the  voices  have  been  given.  When 
the  voices  both  in  the  affirmative  and  the  nega- 
tive have  been  given,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  de- 
bate is  at  an  end.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the 
Speaker  should  have  declared  which  of  the  voices 
preponderate.  I  shidl  now  put  the  question  in 
extenso, 

Mr.  REID.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  Sir. 
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The  point  of  order  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  your 
attention 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  entitled  to  speak.  The  rule  I 
haTe  read  shows  that  the  debate  is  concluded. 

Mr.  REID.— Might  I  ask 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
out  of  order. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  I  should  like  to 
know 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Chair.    Order. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  wish  to  know  whether 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  Order.  The  honorable 
member  is  out  of  order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
not  in  order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  you  do  not  know 
what  I  am  going  to  ask.    What  I  ask  is  this : 

Hon.  Membebs. — Order.    Chair. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
out  of  order  in  asking  a  question.  The  question 
is  absolutely  being  put. 

Major  ATKINSON.— But,  Sir,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  shall  proceed  to  put  the 
question.  If  the  House  will  not  support  me  I 
shall  be  Tery  sorry.  I  regret  that  I  have  to  call 
the  honorablegentleman  to  order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  must  sit  down,  Sir  ; 
but  I  must  say 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.— Sir,  might  I  be  permitted  to 
ask 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  must  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  sit  down. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  shall  proceed  to  put  the 
question. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  must 

Mr.  REES.— Call  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  wish  to  address  the 
Chair.    I  wish  to  ask  your  ruling.  Sir, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  House  does  not  sup- 
port me,  it  is  useless  for  me  to  endearour  to  pre- 
serve order.  I  shall  proceed  to  put  the  question 
despite  this  unseemly  interruption.  The  original 
question  was 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Will  you  allow  me 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  original  question  was, 
'*  That  this  House  has  no  confidence  in  the  Gt>- 
Temment."  It  has  been  proposed  to  amend  that 
question  by  omitting  all  the  words  after  the  word 
"  That,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  these  words  : 
"  as  the  Government  have  not  yet  declared  their 
policy,  this  House  declines  in  the  meantime  to 
entertain  the  question  of  'confidence'  or  'no 
confidence '  in  the  Ministry.*' 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  -for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes 
Noes 


89 


Arss. 


Major  At&inson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 


Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Steirens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris.  . 


Noes. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
I  Mr.  Biees, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tele, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
I  Dr.  Wallis, 
I  Mr.  W.  Wood. 
I  Tellers, 

I  Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
'  Mr.  Bunny. 

Paiss. 

Aacdnst, 
I  Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Bastings, 
Mr.  Lusk. 


J^.Seid 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barff; 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
*  Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Macf arlane, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 

For, 
Mr.  Cox, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  becomes  my  duty  to  give 
my  casting  vote  ;  of  course  I  have  no  altematiye 
but  to  give  it.  I  give  it  on  these  erounds :  I  give 
it  in  oi^er  that  there  may  be  further  opportunity 
for  the  House  knowing  it-s  ovm  mind.  Therefore 
I  give  it  with  tte  "  Noes." 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  vrish  to  ask  your  ruling 
on  a  question.  An  honorable  member  gave  his 
voice  with  the  "  Ayes  "  when  the  question  was 
first  put  by  you,  and  he  subsequently  yoted  with 
the  *•  Noes." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable  member 
give  me  the  name  ? 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  honorable  member  for 
G^raldine.      

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  a  rule,  I  may  state  that 
the  vote  goes  with  the  voice. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  desire  to  say  that  the 
question  was  put  feveral  times  ovring  to  the 
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anxietj  of  the  honoTmble  member  for  Waikooaiti 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  to  pro- 
long the  duciission.  It  was  put  again  and  again, 
aa  jou  are  aware,  and  at  one  of  those  puttings 
of  the  question  I  did  inadvertentlj  saj  **  Aye " 
instead  of  "No/*  not  exaotlj  observing  the 
manner  in  which  the  question  was  being  put 
When  the  question  was  finally  put  I  gaye  my 
Toioe  in  a  tone  loud  enough  to  wake  the  dead. 
There  could  not  hare  been  the  slightest  doubt  on 
the  mind  of  any  honorable  mem^r  as  to  which 
waj  I  was  going  to  Tote.  I  would  ask  you  r  ruling 
on  this  point :  Whether  it  is  not  the  final  "  Noes 
that  settles  the  question ;  because  I  might  have 
changed  mj  mind  on  the  question  during  the 
three  or  four  minutes  that  interrened. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  and  with  the  explanation  of 
the  honorable  member,  I  should  be  justified  in 
altering  the  TOte  arrived  at.  The  honorable 
member  has  explained  that  in  the  first  instance 
he  made  a  mistake,  but  on  the  final  occasion  of 
putting  the  question  gave  his  voice  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  he  recorded  his  vote.  I  do  not 
think  I  should  be  justified  in  altering  the  vote  as 
it  appears  on  the  division  list.  The  question  now 
before  the  House  is,  "  That  the  woids  proposed 
to  be  inserted  be  so  inserted." 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  move,  as  -an  amend- 
ment, the  addition  of  the  following  words :  "  That 
this  House  expresses  its  opinion  that,  as  the  Go- 
Ternment  has  not  a  majority,  it  should  imme- 
diately resign." 

Mr.  O'BOBKE.—I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honorable  gentleman  having  already  spoken, 
he  cannot  move  an  amendment. 

Hon.  MxMBBBS. — ^Tbe  motion  has  been  struck 
out. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  submit  that  this  is  a 
new  question. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  honorable  member  cannot 
move  an  amendment  on  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
is  a  new  question.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  got  up  and  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
original  motion  the  case  would  be  difl'erent. 
Now  there  is  a  new  question  before  the  House, 
That  certain  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be 
so  inserted.  The  honorable  member  wishes  to 
modify  those  words,  and  he  is  at  liberty  to  dg  so. 

liajor  ATKINSON.— I  will  not  move  it.  Mv 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Waikouaiti  will 
move  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Before  I  proceed  to  move 
this  amendment,  I  vrish  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  what  transpired  before  the  division  was 
taken.  Tou  are  well  aware,  Sir,  that  there  is 
no  one  in  this  House  more  ready  to  bow  to  your 
ruling  than  I  am.  When  I  got  up  to  speak,  if 
you  bad  stated  that  the  question  was  in  that 
position  that  I  could  not  speak,  I  would  have  sat 
down  vnthout  saying  one  word,  and  would  have 
felt  quite  satisfied.  I  was  allowed  to  go  on  vrith 
mv  speech  un^  I  got  into  the  half  of  it;  and 
when  I  was,  as  it  were, .  in  the  middle  of  the 
finance,  and  showing  where  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  made  a  grievous  mistake,  I 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 


out  of  order.  These  remarks  are  not  relevant  to 
the  ouestion  he  is  now  going  to  move.  I  under- 
stood that  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
got  up  and  indicated  a  motion  to  the  House,  and 
asked  my  opinion.  I  ruled  in  his  favour,  and  he 
then  said  he  would  place  the  motion  in  the  hands 
of  the  honorable  member  for  WaikouaitL  I  pre- 
sume the  honorable  member  is  now  going  to 
move  that  motion.  The  remarks  he  has  just 
been  making  with  regard  to  a  point  of  order  pre- 
viously raised  are  not  relevant  to  this  question. 
I  say  this  for  his  information  and  that  of  the 
House:  that  a  great  indulgence  was  shown  in 
permitting  the  nonorable  member  to  make  his 
speech.  He  was  allowed  to  go  on  until  I  had  per- 
fectly satisfied  myself,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Clerl  of  the  House,  that  he  was  out  of  order,  so 
that  it  might  not  appear  that  I  had  unnecessarily 
interrupted  him,  or  had  not  granted  him  that 
indulgence  which  I  desire  to  extend  to  every 
honorable  member.  It  -ought  not  to  be  made  a 
charge  against  the  Speaker  that  he  had  inter- 
rupted an  honorable  member  in  the  course  of  a 
speech  none  of  which  he  ought  to  have  been  per- 
mitted to  deliver.  If  I  had  strictly  done  my 
duty  I  should  have  immediately  stopped  the 
honorable  member.  I  did  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  would  recur  to  the  question  again. 
If  the  honorable  member,  or  any  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  has  anything  to  bring  forward 
to  impugn  the  Speaker*s  ruling,  it  is  perfectly 
competent  for  him  to  do  so  at  the  proper  time 
and  by  motion.  If  the  honorable  member  is 
going  to  bring  forward  a  new  motion,  it  is  not 
proper  for  him  to  speak  of  anything  excepting 
what  is  relevant  and  pertinent  to  that  motion. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — What  position  do  I  now 
stand  in?  I  have  delivered  but  a  portion  of 
my  speech.  Am  I  to  be  prevented  from  speak- 
ing again? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  will  put  it  to  the  honor- 
able member  himself  whether  he  has  any  claim  to 
continue  a  speech  none  of  which  ought  to  have 
been  made. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — I  am  quite  satisfied  with  your 
decision.  Sir.  I  am  very  sorry  if  I  expressed  too 
great  warmth  on  this  matter  ;  I  did  feel  it  very 
keenly  at  the  time  I  was  stopped.  I  have  no 
desire  to  follow  up  the  matter  any  further.  After 
such  excitement,  it  is  very  difficult  for  an  honor- 
able member  to  take  up  the  point  of  the  speech 
at  which  he  left  off,  and,  if  I  begin  to  go  over 
it  again,  I  hope  the  House  will  bear  with  me. 
As  I  was  saying  at  the  time,  in  moving  this 
amendment 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  am  very  sorry  to  get  up 
again.  I  am  afraid  the  honorable  sentleman 
has  not  understood  me  aright.  I  ruled  that  the 
honorable  member  was  quite  out  of  order — that 
he  had  no  claim  to  finish  a  speech  no  part  of 
which  should  have  been  made,  and  that  he  should 
only  refer  now  to  what  is  relevant  to  the  motion 
he  IS  now  going  to  move.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  entirely  out  of  order  in  continuing  a 
speech  on  the  point  of  order  previously  raised, 
and  I  hope  he  will  confine  himself,  after  this 
remonstrance,  to  that  which  is  pertinent  to  the 
resolution  he  is  about  to  move,  and  of  which  the 
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Hotite  already  bas  cognizance,  and  that  he  will 
not  continue  a  speech  a  part  of  which  he  has 
already  deliyered. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  will  not  continue  the  same 
speech.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  over  the  language 
again,  and  burden  Mansard.  I  am  anxious,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  relicTe  Hansard  of  reporting 
what  I  baye  alreacly  said,  so  that  I  shall  not  go 
back  and  say  it  OTer  again.  Therefore,  in  moT- 
ing  this  amendment,  I  shall  endearour  to  speak 
to  the  question.  I  move  the  addition  of  thees 
words  to  tl)e  motion  which  is  now  before  the 
House :  "  That  this  House  expresses  its  opinion 
that,  as  the  GoTemment  has  not  a  major- 
ity, it  should  immediately  resign."  This  will 
be  seen  by  the  division  that  has  been  taken ; 
it  has  been  a  catch  division  entirely.  ("  No.") 
Honorable  members  may  say  "No."  They 
know  perfectly  well  that  there  are  three  of  our 
members  absent,  otherwise  the  division  list  would 
be  in  a  different  state.  What  is  the  case  now. 
Sir  ?  Those  honorable  gentlemen  are  obliged  to 
you  for  your  casting  vote  *to  keep  them  on  their 
seats.  Do  you  think  for  a  moment  that  any 
body  of  men,  having  a  proper  respect  for  their 
position,  could  sit  on  those  benches  on  the  cast- 
ing vote  of  the  Speaker— ("Oh!")— and  with 
the  perfect  knowledge  that  three  members  of 
the  Opposition  were  absent  when  the  vote  was 
taken?  Let  them  test  it  now.  Let  them  take 
the  division  over  again  on  this  amendment,  and 
then  they  will  see  m  what  position  they  are,  as 
some  of  trie  members  of  our  party  who  were  absent 
have  turned  up.  When  my  honorable  f  nend  the 
member  for  £gmont  moved  his  resolution  the 
Premier  got  up  and  said  he  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge, and  declined  to  accept  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers;  but 
what  do  we  see  now  ?  We  find  those  honorable 
gentlemen  only  too  glad  to  shelter  themselves 
behind  that  amendment,  although  they  told  us 
they  would  not  accept  it,  and  would  stand  or  fall 
by  the  result  of  the  resolution.  They  have  even 
to  take  the  casting  vote  of  you,  Sir,  to  keep  them 
in  their  places. 

Sir  Qt.  GREY. — ^I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  Sir. 
Ought  not  the  honorable  member  to  give  notice 
of  this  amendment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — No.  I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  member  requires  to  gi?e  notice  of  it. 
He  is  quite  in  order. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  do  not  know  when  I  shall 
be  allowed  to  proceed  with  my  remarks.  The 
honorable  gentleman  is  very  toucliy  now,  but  I 
recollect  that,  when  be  sat  at  this  side  of  the 
House  and  said  very  bitter  things  of  us,  we  never 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  any  words  he 
used.  I  am  sorry  he  cannot  sit  easily  in  his  seat, 
and  I  wish  honorable  members  on  this  side  would 
put  something  there  to  enable  him  to  sit  more 
comfortably.  Returning  to  what  the  Treasurer 
said,  I  may  point  out,  as  I  have  already  said,  that 
the  ^£300,000  which  was  taken  from  the  Public 
Works  in  aid  of  revenue  was  so  taken  to  allow 
facilities  for  the  payment  of  interest.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  made  no  objection  to  that  when 
it  was  passinff  through  the  House  in  the  Public 
Revenues  BiU.  I  say  that  it  was  a  perfectly  fair 
Mr,  Speaker 


transaction — a  transaction  which  was  perfectly 
right  and  proper  in  itself — and  when  these  trans- 
fers were  made  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
tbey  were  made  to  balance  the  accounts  and 
show  exactly  how  each  account  stood.  Then, 
again,  this  £300,000  is  already  included  in  the 
£19,895,000  of  debt,  and  the  honorable  member 
has  no  right  to  add  it  to  that  sum.  And  then, 
Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  lets  us  into  a  little 
of  his  policy.  What  does  he  do  ?  He  puts  in 
amongst  his  figures  a  deficit  of  £167,000. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honorable  member  is  referring  to  a 
preidous  debate. 

Mr,  SPEAKER.— I  Chink  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  out  of  order,  so  far.  At  the  same  time, 
I  think  he  is  rather  straining  the  rules. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  have  really  not  spoken  to 
this  question  before.  I  conceive  we  are  discuss- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  motion,  and  that  I  am 
perfectly  in  order  in  what  I  say,  notwithstanding 
what  the  honorable  member  may  assert. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  beg  to  say  I  said  no- 
thing,    r  merely  asked  your  ruling,  Sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  member 
will  assume  that  I  have  ruled  otherwise  than  that 
he  is  in  order  I  cannot  help  it.  I  have  said 
clearly  tha<^,  although  the  House  might  strain  the 
rules  as  I  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
doing,  still  I  did  not  think  he  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Notwithstanding  your  ruling, 
Sir,  I  look  upon  this  as  a  continuation  of  the 
same  question,  and  I  am  endeavouring  to  speak 
upon  that.  How  does  the  Treasurer  propose  to 
make  up  this  deficit  of  £167,000  which  he  says 
there  is  in  the  estimated  revenue  ?  He  proposes 
to  borrow  money  to  make  it  good.  Is  not  that 
a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Q-ovemment — that 
they  are  going  to  borrow  money  to  make,  good 
the  deficit?  As  far  as  the  deficit  went  in  our 
time,  we  showed  clearly  how  we  were  to  get  the 
money  in  order  to  make  good  the  deficit,  and 
also  to  provide  for  education  and  other  matters 
which  were  now  thrown  upon  the  revenue.  I 
have  heard  it  stated,  and  it  has  been  stated  in 
some  of  the  newspapers  in  the  South,  that  they 
found  that  what  was  asserted  to  bo  a  surplus  of 
£148,000  was  really  a  deficit  of  £180,000,  thereby 
mixing  last  year's  surplus  with  the  present  year's 
deficiency.  My  honorable  friend  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  showed  that,  if  we  had  to  pay  for  edu- 
cation and  other  matters  out  of  ordinary  revenue, 
there  would  be  a  deficit  of  £180,000,  and  he 
showed  how  he  was  to  provide  the  means  to  make 
that  good.  The  present  Qovemment  say  that,  in 
order  to  make  good  the  current  year's  deficiency, 
they  will  have  to  borrow  £167,000.  That  is  part 
of  their  policy  which  they  have  unwittingly  let 
out  in  this  very  small  Financial  Statement  of 
the  Treasurer.  I  then  come  to  another  item, 
"  Lyttelton  Harbour  Works,  £100,000."  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  only  taken  the  trouble 
to  look  into  Table  A  of  the  Financial  Statement 
of  the  late  Treasurer,  he  would  have  found  that 
this  also  was  included  in  the  £19,895,000;  and 
yet  he  adds  this  and  other  items,  which  are 
already  included  in  our  debt,  to  show  that  the 
actual  debt  of  the  colony  is  £24,162,000.     To 
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illustrate  Tirliafc  the  honorable  gentlemnn  states  of 
the  finances,  as  the  colony  is  in  debt  £19,000,000 
and  that  sum  is  coming  due,  and  as  lie  is  forced 
to  borrow  an  equal  sum  to  paj  it  off,  by  his  argu- 
ment the  colony  would  owe  £38,000,000.  Then 
he  adds  discount  on  the  £5,000,000  loan  at  6  per 
cent,  on  a  4t  per  cent,  loan— £300,000  on  raising 
a  loan  which  has  not  yet  been  raised.  If  he 
does  not  want  any  deficiency  on  the  loan,  he  has 
only  to  raife  the  interest  a  little,  and  he  will  be 
able  to  float  it  at  par,  when  there  would  bo  no 
discount.  We  had  hoped,  before  these  damag- 
ing statements  were  made,  that  the  Inscription 
of  Stock  Bill  would  hare  passed,  and  that  we 
should  hare  been  able  to  float  these  4^  per  cent, 
debentures  at  par  in  London.  I  therefore  cannot 
see  that  it  is  fair  to  add  £300,000  for  discount  on 
a  loan  which  has  not  been  raised.  How  can  he 
possibly  add  that  to  the  debt  of  New  Zealand  P 
Taking  these  sums  I  haTC  mentioned  into  con- 
sideration, which  haye  been  twice  taken  into 
account  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  debt  of  New  Zealand  is  just  what 
my  late  colleague  stated  it  to  be.  Then  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  GoTcrn- 
ment  told  us  the  other  night  that  in  calculating 
our  deficiencies  we  must  place  amongst  them  the 
disputed  claims  of  contractors,  £170,000,  which 
he  said  were  proper  claims,  and  would  haye  to  be 
paid. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— No. 

Mr.  McLean. — WeU,  Sir,  I  must  have  mis- 
understood  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  I  shall 
^  '^^TJ  gla<^  ^  1)6  will  now  distinctly  state  that 
it  is  not  so.  He  has,  however,  led  the  country  to 
believe  that  it  was  a  proper  thing  to  take  in  those 
claims.  As  far  as  I  recollect  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's words,  they  were  to  this  efiect :  that  these 
£170,000  of  claims  by  contractors  would  have  to 
be  paid ;  that  the  one  £800  claimed  had  to  be 
settied  in  full,  and  consequently  all  the  rest  must 
beseUled. 

MurisTBBS. — No,  no. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^That,  to  my  recollection,  was 
the  statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman  ;  and, 
to  show  that  I  am  right,  I  may  say  that  I  have 
seen  it  quoted  in  the  papers.  If  it  is  not  cor- 
rect, the  sooner  it  is  so  stated  the  better,  and  I 
am  very  elad  to  hear  a  contradiction  of  it  now. 
After  looking  carefully  into  the  claims  as  stated 
in  the  papers,  I  say  they  have  no  right  to  be 
recognized  in. any  way.  I  find  that  many  of 
those  claims  are  at  the  present  moment  the  sub- 
jects of  litigation.  Under  those  circumstances 
the  Premier  should  never  have  made  such  a  state- 
ment as  he  did.  To  make  such  a  statement  under 
the  circumstances  is  as  much  as  to  say  to  every 
one,  "  Come  in  with  your  cluim,  and  we  will  settle 
it  in  full."  Then  he  says  that  there  is  a  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  of  >>'ew  Zealand.  Does  he  know 
where  the  money  comes  from  to  construct  these 
railways?  Did  it  not  come  out  of  loan?  .  Are 
not  these  claims  in  respect  to  contracts  on  the 
railways,  and,  if  they  have  to  bo  paid,  should  they 
not  be  paid  out  of  loan  ?  No  doubt  there  is  a 
great  deal  in  the  fact  that,  to  a  certain  extent, 
juries  will  always  go  against  a  GoTcrnment  in 
deciding   upon    claims  against  it  ;    but  that  is 
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certainly  no  reason  why  the  Premier  should  say 
that  these  claims  ought  to  be  recognized.  It  is 
an  encouraging  of  litigation  which  ought  never 
to  he  given.  If  these  claims  are  such  that  they 
will  have  to  be  paid,  they  will  have  to  be  added 
to  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  those  railways. 
That  would  come  out  of  loan.  It  is  not  a  matter 
of  revenue,  as  railways  are  constructed  by  means 
of  loans.  Then,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman 
proposes  to  take  a  loan  of  £2,000,000,  just  the 
same  as  we  did.  He  proposes  to  borrow  for 
public  works  £1,200,000.  That  is  just  what  wo 
proposed.  We  proposed  to  spend  the  balance  in 
freeing  the  £800,000  worth  of  guaranteed  deben- 
tures, so  that  these  might  be  available  at  any 
time,  and  the  Government  never  reduced  to  a 
strait  for  want  of  money.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  also  pleased  to  remark  that  the  borrowing 
of  a  million  from  the  banks  was  a  pawnbroking 
transaction.  So  far  as  that  goes,  the  fir^t  £500,000 
was  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the 
gaps  in  our  railway  system  in  the  South,  until 
which  were  filled  up  there  could  be  no  proper 
return  from  the  southern  railways.  That  was 
a  great  object  to  achieve.  But  the  successful 
borrowing  of  that  £500,000  had  another  ad- 
vantage. It  showed  our  independence.  It 
showed  the  people  in  the  London  money  market, 
who  are  continually  decrying  our  securities,  and 
declaring  that  we  must  not  go  there  for  money, 
that  we  could  find  that  an  institution  which  has 
branches  in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  and  which  is 
quite  capable  of  obtaining  the  fullest  information 
of  our  affairs,  was  willing  to  lend  us  half  a  million, 
and  even  to  go  further  than  half  a  million  if  we 
wanted  it.  The  transaction  was  a  good  one,  and 
the  terms  equal  to  those  obtained  when  the  last 
loan  was  raised  in  London.  It  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  of  any  one  disputing  that  it  was  a  good 
transaction.  Then  we  made  arrangements  here 
with  our  own  bank  on  terms  still  more  favour- 
able. We  arranged  to  receive  a  million  of  money 
BO  as  to  carry  on  our  public  works  and  prevent 
any  stoppage  taking  place.  I  am  perfectly  sure 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  his  own  mind, 
considers  these  transactions  first-class  transac- 
tions. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— No. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Then  he  is  the  first  man  in 
the  colony  I  have  heard  throw  a  doubt  upon  it. 
Then  the  honorable  gentleman  read  a  long  list 
from  the  Treasury,  in  which  he  stated  that  it 
was  necessary  to  provide  in  London,  by  Feb- 
ruary next,  £180,000,  to  meet  demands  there; 
and  he  made  this  statement  as  if  he  would  have 
the  House  believe  that  the  late  Government 
made  no  provision  to  meet  the  liability  of  the 
colony  in  that  direction.  But  he  will  find,  oa 
inquiry,  that  we  did  make  arrangements  with  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  provide  for  all  these 
matters;  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  money 
is  now  at  his  service  in  London  at  any  moment  he 
likes  to  call  upon  it.  We  never  left  the  colony  in 
financial  straits  such  as  that.  We  looked  ahead, 
and  provided  money  far  beyond  present  wants,  in 
order  that  there  should  be  no  stoppage  in  those 
works  necessary  to  be  carried  on ;  but  we  did  not 
adopt  the  plan  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the 
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bead  of  the  GoTernment  spoke  about  the  other 
night.  He  said  that  although  we  were  in  this  posi- 
tion we  need  not  be  in  want  of  money — we  could 
sell  plenty  of  land.  That  is  different  from  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  used  to  my  when  he  sat 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  He  did  not  suggest 
then  to  sell  large  blocks  of  land,  but  now  he  has 
no  objection  to  sacrificing  the  public  estate  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  in  money  to  carry  on  these 
necessary  public  works.  I  wi*h  to  impress  this 
upon  the  House.  He  raid  that  there  was  plenty 
of  money  from  the  sales  of  land,  so  that  the 
country  need  not  be  afi-aid  of  wanting  money. 

Mr.  VV.  WOOD.— Bead  m  Hansard, 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  do  not  care  for  Hansard. 
My  ears  are  very  good,  and  I  need  not  trouble 
myself  to  read  Hansard.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man may  alter  his  speech.  I  know  that  he  has 
done  tljut  before  to-day. 

Sir  G-.  GREY. — I  rise  in  personal  explanation. 
I  said  nothing  of  the  kind  that  the  iionorablc 
gentleman  says  I  said. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  have  a  note  here  of  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  ^aid.  I  took  a  note  at 
the  time.  He  taid,  *'  We  need  not  bo  afraid  of 
want  of  money.  There  was  plenty  coming  in 
from  the  large  land  sales." 

Mr.  REES. — Read  the  note  you  have,  as  it  is. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  do  not  quote  it  in  full,  but 
I  generally  take  a  note  of  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  says,  and  that  will  be  found  to  be 
pretty  well  tlio  substance  of  what  he  said. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD. — I  rife  to  a  point  of  order. 
An  honorable  member  having  flatly  denied  the 
remarks  attributed  to  him  by  another  honorable 
member,  is  not  the  honorable  member  so  attribut- 
ing such  remarks  bound  to  accept  the  denial? 
He  might,  I  submit,  be  in  order  in  quoting 
Hansardf  but  not  from  a  memorandum  of  his 
own.    • 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  usual  for  an  honorable 
member  to  accept  another's  denial,  and  I  did  not 
imderstand  that  tlie  honorable  member  declined 
to  accept  the  denial. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — No.  I  have  the  statement 
here  in  Hansard.    The  honorable  member  says, — 

"  With  regard  to  the  assets  of  the  colony,  I 
need  hardly  say  that,  looking  at  its  vast  capabili- 
ties, and  to  the  large  sums  now  being  realized 
from  the  sale  of  lands — which  is  a  most  natural 
proof  of  its  wealth — there  can  bo  no  doubt  that 
any  funds  the  liberality  of  this  House  may  place 
at  the  disposal  of  the  gentlemen  who  may  for 
the  time  being  be  conducting  the  affairs  of  the 
country  can  very  easily  be  obtained  on  fitting 
terms,  and  that  any  financial  difficulty  must  be 
only  of  momentary  pressure,  lasting  only  as  long 
as  this  House  pleases,  and  no  longer." 

I  do  not  know  what  honorable  members  gene- 
rally think  of  that  statement,  but  to  me  it  appears 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  simply  says  this  : 
"  There  is  the  Land  Fund.  We  must  take  it." 
Taking  that  in  conjunction  with  the  statements 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  previously  made  in 
this  House,  I  think  it  must  oe  deemed  to  bear 
that  meaning. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — As  a  matter  of  personal  expla- 
nation, I  wish  to  say  I  made  no  such  statement 
Mr.  McLean 


as  the  honorable  member  alleges — that  I  intended 
to  sacrifice  the  public  estate,  and  to  ecU  large 
blocks  of  land,  neglecting  the  interests  of  other 
classes.     I  never  made  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  only  make  reasonable  de- 
ductions from  what  the  honorable  gentleman  said. 
I  think  there  are  a  great  number  of  members — at 
any  rate,  there  are  on  thi«  side — who,  looking  afc 
the  votes  the  honorable  gentleman  has  given  even 
during  this  session,  agree  with  me  in  the  deduc- 
tions  I  have  made ;  and  I  dare  say  there  are 
some  on  tke  other  side.  Although  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  accept  the  honorable  gentleman's 
denial,  still  I  say  1  made  but  a  reasonable  deduc- 
tion from  his  statement,  which  some  day  will  be 
realized.  The  honorable  gentleman  pleaded  for 
time  in  order  that  he  miglit  put  the  finances  of 
the  colony  in  a  simple  condition,  which,  he  said, 
my  late  colleague,  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer, 
had  admitted  be  had  failed  to  do.  I  deny  that 
my  honorable  friend  failed  or  said  he  bad  failed 
to  do  that.  On  the  contrary,  if  you  look  at  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  tlie  colony  as  they 
were  when  my  honorable  friend  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  took  oflice  and  the  state 
in  which  they  now  are,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  rererse  is  the  case.  The  finances  of  the 
colony  are  becoming  plain ;  and  when  the  old 
provincial  accounts  are  wound  up,  which  will  be 
done  in  another  year,  the  account*  of  the  colony 
will  be  such  that  any  man  of  ordinary  capacity 
may  easily  understand  them.  The  Premier 
pleaded  for  a  little  time ;  but  how  was  the  vote 
which  put  him  in  office  carried  ?  By  a  number 
of  our  supporters  being  deluded  by  his  party. 
They  got  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
to  declare  that  he  would  stand  out  of  the  way 
and  allow  others  to  assume  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. At  the  very  first  meeting  after  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  was  intrusted  with  the  formation 
of  a  Government,  he  informed  those  present  that 
he  had  the  authority  of  the  honorable  member 
for  stating  that  he  had  no  desire  to  stand  in  the 
way;  whereupon  an  extreme  supporter  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  got  up  and  declared 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  hope  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  confine  his  remarks  as  much  as  possible 
to  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  endeavouring  to  show 
that  those  honorable  gentlemen  got  on  to  those 
benches  in  a  manner  which  does  not  entitle  them 
to  the  confidence  of  this  House.  What  I  wished 
to  say  was,  that  a  strong  supporter  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  got  up  and  said  that  he  had  the 
honorable  gentleman's  authority  for  stating  that 
he  had  every  intention  to  tiAe  office.  And  what 
was  the  result?  A  number  of  gentlemen  who 
had  been  deluded  got  up  and  walked  out  of  the 
room,  and  declined  to  have  any  more  to  do  with 
the  meeting. 

Mr.  REES.— More  shame  for  them. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  It  was  to  their  credit. 
When  honorable  gentlemen  endeavour  to  obtain 
seats  on  the  Ministerial  benches  by  such  unfair 
means,  it  was  creditable  to  those  gentlemen  to 
walk  out  of  the  room.  Had  the  honomble  gentle- 
men who  seceded  from  us  taken  up  the  reins  of 
government,  as  I  believed  they  would  do,  I  would 
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haTe  used  my  influence  with  my  own  party  to 
leaTe  tbem  in  power  this  year.  I  hare  stated 
that  oyer  and  over  again,  and  I  would  hure  done 
it;  but  the  gentlemen  now  in  power  shall  not 
remain  on  the  GoTernment  benches  if  I  can 
help  it.  If  they  had  got  there  by  fair  constitu- 
tional means  I  should  ba?e  offered  no  objection ; 
but,  looking  at  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
placed  on  those  seats,  I  shall  feel  quite  justi- 
fied in  assisting  to  eject  them,  although  1  will 
never  be  connected  with  any  party  like  the  for- 
mer Opposition,  who,  purely  by  the  strength  of 
tongue,  hare  delayed  the  business  of  this  House 
for  months.  From  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
the  plan  of  action  of  those  gentlemen  was  to  talk 
against  time,  and  abuse  the  Bills  of  the  late 
GoTernment ;  but  no  sooner  do  they  get  on  the 
llinisterial  benches  than  they  st4ind  up  manfully 
for  them,  and  declare  them  to  be  the  best-drawn 
Bills  they  erer  saw.  They  give  them  their  un- 
qualified support.  They  haye  not  brought  down 
a  single  measure  of  their  own.  They  were  only 
too  glad  to  accept  the  Bills  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment. And  then  it  is  said  that  they  car- 
ried those  Bills  through  the  House  so  easily. 
That  is  not  at  all  difficult  of  explanation.  The 
late  GoTcrnment,  convinced  that  the  Bills  had 
been  framed  in  the  interests  of  the  country  at 
large,  loyally  assisted  in  carrying  them  through ; 
but  the  late  Opposition,  who  objected  to  them 
Tery  strongly  at  first,  supported  them  warmly 
when  the  positions  became  reversed.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govemment 
said  that  wo  had  plundered  Otago  and  Canter- 
bury of  their  Land  Fund,  and  said  that  he 
would  be  no  party  to  such  a  thing.  Why,  Sir, 
every  year  the  honorable  member  has  advocated 
the  seizure  of  the  whole  of  the  Land  Fund — 
this  very  session  he  voted  for  making' the  whole 
of  it  colonial  revenue ;  but  when  he  takes  his  seat 
on  the  Government  benches  he  declares  that  he 
will  not  be  a  party  to  plundering  the  Land  Fund. 
What  consistency  is  there  in  that  ?  Why,  Sir, 
every  act  of  the  honorable  gentleman  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  has  been  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. Then  we  come  to  the  Native  question.  The 
honorable  gentleman,  in  one  of  his  speeches,  said, 
"  If  we  were  in  power,  do  you  think  prisoners 
would  be  released  by  force,  and  murderers  be 
allowed  to  remain  at  large  ?  "  I  believe  his  col- 
league the  Native  Minister  has  endeavoured  to 
settle  the  Omaranui  difficulty,  and  has  failed — a 
case  near  the  Town  of  Napier  where  the  Natives 
have  set  the  Supreme  Court  at  defiance. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— May  I  ask  for  an  explanation  ? 
I  never  before  heard  of  the  place  the  honorable 
gentleman  describes. 

Mr.  McLE  AN. — ^The  name  may  be  wrong — I  do 
not  profess  to  be  a  Maori  scholar ;  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  knows  perfectly  well  what  place  I 
meah.  It  was  where  the  Natives  obstructed  the 
execution  of  a  Supreme  Court  writ.  However, 
the  Native  Minister  failed  to  settle  that  matter 
before  he  was  a  member  of  the  Gt>vernmeut,  and 
I  very  much  doubt  if,  were  he  there,  he  would 
racceed  now.  Then  there  is  a  case  where  goods 
were  taken  out  of  a  store  up  in  the  North  by 
fome  Maoris,  aud  when  they  were  remonstrated 


with  they  said,  "There  is  no  law  now;  Sir 
George  Grey  is  in  power."  They  evidently  think 
that  as  long  as  Sir  George  Grey  is  in  power 
they  can  do  as  they  like.  Then,  as  to  a  Maori 
prisoner  being  released  from  a  coach  at  Opunaki. 
Would  the  honorable  gentleman  have  instructed 
the  police  to  recapture  that  man  at  once  ?  I  am 
sure  he  would  not.  If  he  had  done  so  he  would 
have  brought  about  very  serious  consequences. 
It  is  absurd  to  say  that  we  wished  to  precipitate 
a  war  with  the  Natives.  We  always  tried  to 
avoid  such  an  unfortunate  result.  Tlie  proper 
course,  in  our  opinion,  was  to  adopt  peaceable 
measures,  in  the  belief  that  these  prisoners  would 
eventually  be  given  up.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man also  referred  to  Winiata's  case.  Now,  he 
knows  perfectly  well  that  every  exertion  was 
made  by  the  Government  to  capture  that  man. 
Every  step  was  taken  that  possibly  could  be 
taken,  and  if  Winiata  was  not  secured  it  was  not 
from  want  of  energy  and  a  desire  to  see  that  the 
ends  of  justice  were  met.  The  Government  dis- 
played no  apathy  in  the  matter,  and  it  was  no 
reproach  to  them  that  Winiata  was  not  secured. 
I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  the 
Natives  of  the  King  country  will  in  time  eive 
him  up  to  justice;  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
Native  difficulties  will  disappear  so  long  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues  remain 
on  those  benches.  My  own  belief  is  that,  instead 
of  disappearing,  they  will  increase.  Why,  Sir, 
what  is  the  result  of  the  agitation  created  in 
Hawke's  Bay  ?  Petitions  from  the  Maoris  of 
that  district,  endeavouring  to  upset  deeds  that 
have  been  in  existence  for  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
are  now  before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 
Did  they  ever  think  of  repudiating  those  deeds 
before  ?  Certainly  not.  These  petitioners  them- 
selves stated  that  thirty  years  ago  they  walked 
over  the  boundary  with  Sir  Donald  McLean,  and 
all  the  land  within  that  boundary  did  not  belong 
to  the  Government.  The  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  laughs  at  this,  for  no  better 
rea!«on  that  I  can  see  except,  as  he  »aid  himself, 
"The  loud  laugh  proclaims  the  vacant  mind." 
That  is  one  case,  and  I  say  that  it  is  a  case  in 
which  the  deed  was  only  twenty-three  years  old, 
and  the  Natives  did  not  dispute  it  until  the 
Repudiation  party  was  formed  in  Hawke*s  Bay. 
This  House  has  been  literally  deluged  with  Maori 
claims  ever  since  the  Kepudlation  party  came  into 
existence.  I  should  like  to  know  when  these 
claims  are  to  bo  settled.  If  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee decide  that  all  these  claims  shall  be 
settled,  I  pity  poor  New  Zealand,  for  if  ever  any 
country  in  the  world  has  been  saddled  with  such 
claims  it  is  unfortunate  New  Zealand.  A  very 
large  sum  out  of  the  millions  which  we  have 
borrowed  would  bo  required  to  wipe  out  the 
claims  New  Zealand  has  been  compelled  to  pay. 
Sir,  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
East  has  said  a  good  deal  about  a  dissolution. 
Now,  Sir,  I  heard  some  honorable  gentlemen 
who  were  in  the  previous  Parliament  twitting 
each  other,  and  saying  that  they  would  never 
come  back  to  the  House;  but  I  find  that  those 
members  who  talked  most  loudly  in  that  re- 
spect are  now  missing  from  Parliament.    Xjet^ 
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me  tell-  honorable  members  of  this  House  that 
if  matters  go  on  as  they  are  now  going  on  it  will 
be  very  difficult  to  get  good  and  proper  men  to 
come  to  this  House  at  ail.  I  regret  to  say  that, 
since  these  dbcussions  hare  been  going  on  in  this 
House  during  the  last  few  months,  I  hare  heard 
good  men  declare  that  they  would  not  come  back 
to  this  House  on  any  consideration.  I  should 
regret  to  see  any  good  man  put  out  of  tlie  House, 
no  matter  whether  he  agreed  with  me  in  politics 
or  not.  At  elections,  I  haTC  supported  good  men 
whose  political  views  were  opposite  to  my  own 
simply  because  they  were  good  men,  and  because 
I  thought  that  when  they  came  into  this  House 
they  would  do  that  which  was  right  and  good.  The 
only  fear  I  hare  is  that,  in  case  there  should  be  a 
dissolution,  some  of  (he  good  men  in  the  House 
will  not  seek  to  return.  It  may  be  that  some 
honorable  members  would  not  be  returned.  We 
all  know  that  in  an  election  no  man  can  make 
oertain  of  being  returned,  no  matter  how  popular 
he  may  be.  A  turn  of  the  tide  may  take  place, 
and  any  member  of  this  House  may  be  rejected. 
It  is  not  discreditable  to  a  man  to  be  defeated  at 
an  election.  Every  man  has  to  take  his  chance. 
I  do  not  care  to  say  that  any  honorable  member 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  will  not  come 
back — I  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  every  able  man 
returned,  no  matter  on  which  side  of  the  House 
he  may  be.  The  honorable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Qovemment  has  said  that  he  wishes  to  see 
the  whole  colony  grasped  in  the  hand  of  one 
Btrong  Government.  Well,  if  I  had  thought  that 
we  were  going  in  for  centralization,  I  for  one 
would  have  been  a  bitter  opponent  of  Abolition. 
I  believed  in  doing  away  with  the  provinces, 
because  they  were  financially  killing  the  country, 
because  they  were  made  machines  for  raising 
money,  while  the  people  of  the  colony  did  not 
know  how  that  money  was  spent.  My  object  in 
'doing  away  with  the  provinces  was  that  we 
might  create  counties  in  their  place,  and  gradu- 
ally, as  they  got  into  working  order,  that  their 
powers  might  be  increased,  giving  them  the  power 
of  raising,  by  taxation,  as  much  money  as  they 
absolutely  required.  If  our  scheme  had  been 
properly  carried  out  we  should  have  been  decen- 
tralizing, and  not  centralizing.  If  you  give  the 
ratepayers  the  control  of  the  public  money  the 
country  will  not  be  landed  in  debt,  as  it  has  been 
under  the  provincial  system.  If  the  counties 
have  to  raise  the  money  they  require  the  people 
in  each  county  will  keep  a  sharp  look-out  over 
the  expenditure.  I  will  now  say  a  few  words 
regarding  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa. 
That  honorable  gentleman  evidently  had  a  very 
good  speech  ready  for  delivery  on' the  last  vote 
of  want  of  confidence  which  was  moved.  The 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  deliver  it  at  that 
time,  but  he  made  it  serve  for  the  present  motion. 
In  fact,  he  turned  it  round  to  suit  the  present 
motion.  It  was  amusing  to  see  how  well  he 
turned  the  speech  round  into  one  of  no  confi- 
dence in  the  Opposition.  I  am  afraid  that  I 
have  wearied  the  Housd,  but  I  have  endeavoured 
to  show  that  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  of 
the  colony  completely  misstated  our  finances.  I 
State,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  it,  that,  whatever  I 
Mr.  McLean 


the  honorable  gentleman  may  say  to  the  con-  < 
(rary,  the  Financial  Statement  presented  by  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  is  absolutely  correct.  I 
say  that  while  the  late  Government  were  in  power 
they  never  made  an  appointment  and  they  never 
did  anything  else  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
support.  In  the  last  division  even  the  construe- 
tion  of  a  bridge  in  some  cases  would  have  ob- 
tained a  vote  for  the  Government,  and  we  could 
have  promised  such  things  if  we  had  wished  to 
remain  in  office. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD. —  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Sir.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  malign- 
ing this  House.  He  says  that  if  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  promised  a  member  of  this  House  that 
a  bridge  should  be  constructed  in  his  district  it 
could  have  gained  a  vote. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—That  is  certainly  not  a  state- 
ment that  should  be  made. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
statement  that  will  afiect  honorable  members, 
and  therefore  I  will  withdraw  what  I  have  said. 
But  I  will  make  this  statement :  that  the  late 
Government  never  did  anything  of  which  they 
should  be  ashamed.  They  never  did  anything 
that  was  improper ;  and  I  dare  the  present 
Government  to  search  in  any  of  the  offices  over 
which  the  late  Government  had  control  for  any- 
thing that  would  tell  in  any  way  against  them. 
I  say  that,  if  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  com- 
pose the  present  Ministry  leave  those  benches  aa 
clean  and  as  clear  as  the  late  Government  did, 
it  will  be  creditable  to  them.  We  have  been 
told  -that  claims  can  easily  be  settled  now,  but 
we  know  that  matters  can  be  settled  easily  and 
yet  wrongly,  and  we  wish  to  settle  matters  pro- 
perly when  we  settle  them  at  all.  I  have  no 
desire  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  any 
further.  I  have  simply  to  move  the  ameudroent 
which  I  have  read. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is.  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  added. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  do  not  think  these 
words  can  be  added  to  my  amendment. 

Mr.  O'RORKE.— I  wish  to  address  you,  Sir, 
on  a  point  of  order :  not  with  the  view  of  swaying 
your  opinion,  but  in  order  that  the  House,  before 
it  embarks  on  another  debate,  should  consider 
temperately  whether  we  are  acting  consistently 
with  our  Standing  Orders  and  with  Parliamentary 
IJractice  in  debating  the  proposed  amendment.* 
Standing  Order  No.  100  says,  "  No  question  or 
amendment  may  be  proposed  which  is  the  same 
in  substance  as  any  question  which,  during  the 
tame  session,  has  been  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
or  negative."  This  House  has  already  resolved 
that  it  will  not  allow  such  words  as  these — "  this 
House  has  no  confidence  in  the  Government " — 
to  stand  part  of  the  question.  The  proposed 
amendment  is  for  the  addition  of  the  words,  *'  But 
this  House  expresses  it«  opinion  that,  as  the  Go- 
vernment has  not  a  majority,  it  should  imme- 
diately resign."  It  appears  to  me  that  the  pro- 
position now  made  is  exactly  to  reinstate  the 
substance  of  the  rejected  words,  and  is  in  oppo- 
sition to  Parliamentary  practice.  The  commen- 
tary of  May  on  the  rule  which  I  have  quoted 
is  as  foUowa— at  page  298 :— > 
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"  It  is  the  rule,  in  both  Houses,  not  to  permit 
any  question  or  Bill  to  be  offered  which  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  one  on  which  their  judg- 
ment has  already  been  expressed  in  the  current 
session.  This  is  necessary  in  order  to  aroid  con- 
tradictory decisions,  to  prevent  surprises,  and  to 
afford  proper  opportunities  for  determining  the 
several  questions  as  they  arise.  If  the  same 
question  could  be  proposed  again  and  again,  a 
•ession  would  haye  no  end,  or  only  one  question 
oould  be  (determined ;  and  it  would  be  resolved 
first  in  the  affirmatiTe,  and  then  in  the  negative, 
according  to  the  accidents  to  which  all  voting  is 
liable." 

The  author  then,  in  describing  the  attempts  at 
erading  this  rule,  adds, — 

,  "  A  mere  alteration  of  the  words  of  a  question, 
without  any  substantial  change  in  its  object,  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  evade  this  rule.  On  the  7th 
July,  1840,  Mr.  Speaker  called  attention  to  a 
motion  for  a  Bill  to  relieve  Dissenters  from  the 
payment  of  church  rates,  before  he  proposed  the 
quotation  from  the  chair.  Its  form  and  words 
were  different  from  those  of  a  previous  motion, 
but  its  object  was  substantially  the  same ;  and 
the  House  agreed  that  it  was  irregular,  and  ought 
not  to  be  proposed  from  the  chair." 

I  contend  that  in  this  intitance  there  is  not  a 
taffident  variance  between  the  proposed  amend- 
ment and  the  words  that  have  been  rejected  to 
constitute  a  new  question,  but  that  they  are  sub- 
stantially the  same.  I  think,  before  the  question 
is  propo>ed  from  the  chair,  honorable  members 
who  entertain  opinions  on  this  subject  should  be 
allowed  to  express  them  before  a  final  decision 
is  given  by  yourself  or  by  the  Hou*e.  TJiis  is 
a  matter  worthy  of  consideration.  The  adherence 
to  our  Standing  Orders  and  to  Parliamentary 
practice  is  a  matter  which  affects  the  interests  of 
both  parties — the  setting  them  at  defiance  can 
redound  to  the  credit  of  neither;  and,  whilst  I 
do  not  conceal  my  opinion  on  the  subject,  I  trust 
I  have  expressed  it  with  that  temperance  which 
the  gravity  of  the  occasion  requires ;  and  I  invite 
other  honourable  members  to  discuss  the  point  of 
order  apart  from  mere  party  feelings,  ana  with  a 
desire  to  uphold  the  rules  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  R£ID. — I  presume  I  shall  be  in  order 
in  speaking  to  the  point  raised.  This  is  a  dif- 
ferent question  from  any  other  question  that 
comes  before  Parliament,  and  there  are  other  rules 
that  apply  solely  to  such  questions  —  namely, 
that  ou  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  an  honor- 
able member  is  entitled  to  speak,  although  it  is 
against  the  Standing  Oi*ders,  on  any  question  that 
ha*  arisen  during  the  whole  session,  and  during 
the  whole  administration  of  the  Goveriynent. 
I  think  you  will  also  find  this  to  bo  the  case  : 
that  a  vote  of  no  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  moved  and  carried  more  than 
once  during  the  same  session  of  Parliament. 
In  the  second  pla4*e,  I  would  point  out  that 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  lionorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers do  not  affect  the  question  that  has  been 
already  decided.  The  question  already  decided 
is  a  question  of  confidence  or  no  confidence.  The 
wonu  propofed  to  be  added  affirm  that  the  Gt)- 


vemment  have  not  a  majority  of  the  House ;  that, 
in  fact,  they  iire  in  a  minority.  I  am  speaking 
of  the  language  of  the  resolution,  and  not  of  its 
meaning.  There  is  a  wide  distinction  between 
the  amendment  which  has  been  before  the  House 
— that  we  are  nob  to  deal  with  this  no-confidence 
question  until  the  Government  have  declared 
their  policy — there  is  a  great  distinction  between 
that  and  affirming  that  the  Government,  not  hav- 
ing a  majority,  slmuld  not  continue  to  sit  on  those 
benches.  I  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  every 
honorable  member  whether  the  Government,  not 
having  a  majority,  should  not  consider  it  their 
duty  to  resign  at  once.  It  is  entirely  against  the 
practice  of  Parliament  not  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BEES.— No. 

Mr.  RE  ID. — It  is  impossible  that  the  business 
of  Parliament  can  be  carried  on,  the  Gt)vemraent 
^ot  having  a  majority.  If  that  is  so,  and  I 
think  it  is  so — notwithstanding  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East  laughs — it  is 
clearly  desirable  that  the  fact  should  be  known. 
In  my  view,  the  motion  just  proposed  does  not 
conflict  with  the  question  that  has  already  been 
dealt  with  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— The  honorable  member 
has  made  a  broad  assertion.  He  takes  it  for  granted 
that  the  Government  have  not  a  majority..  The 
late  division  shows  that  they  have  a  majority. 
The  same  state  of  affiiirs  will  again  occur,  and 
they  will  again  have  a  majority.  I  say  that  the 
honorable  gentleman,  in  moving  this  amendment, 
is  begging  the  whole  question.  He  moves  that 
the  Government,  not  having  a  majority,  should 
resign  ;  whereas  the  fact  is  they  have  a  majority. 
They  have  a  majority  with  your  casting  vote. 
Last  year  the  Government  had  only  your  casting 
vote,  and  vet  they  remained  in  office  the  whole 
session ;  they  were  kept  in  by  your  casting  vote. 

Major  ATklNSON\— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— They  say  "  No."  Wliat 
nonsense  I  Am  I  to  be  called  upon  to  go  and 
bring  the  volume  of  Hansard  to  prove  that  a 
direct  vote,  which  was  accepted  by  the  Ministry 
as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  was  only  carried 
by  your  casting  vote,  and  that  they  remained  in 
office  ?  I  am  not  going  to  take  the  trouble.  The 
fiict  is  that  this  is  so. 
.Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  have  made  a  distinct 
statement,  and  honorable  members  continue  to 
deny  its  accuracy.  The  statement  I  have  made 
is  a  statement  of  fact,  and  I  ask  your  ruling,  Sir, 
whether  it  is  possible  for  honorable  members  to 
speak  on  a  point  of  order  when  they  have  the  lie 
direct  given  to  them. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —The  rule  is  very  obvious, 
and  it  is  known  to  honorable  members — namely, 
that  when  an  honorable  member  makes  a  dis- 
tinct statement  it  is  wrong  on  the  part  of  honor- 
able members  not  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Thank  you.  Sir :  that  is 
a  true  ruling,  no  doubt.  Last  year  the  Ministry 
only  lived  by  your  casting  vote,  and  yet  they  re- 
mained in  office  all  the  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  desirable  that  honor- 
able members  should  confine  themselves  to  argu- 
ing the  poiut  of  order  xaiaed. 
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Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  am  following  the 
honorable  member  for  Taieri,  who  has  especially 
referred  to  the  point  that  the  present  Ministry 
are  not  in  a  majority.  I  think  you  will  allow  mo 
to  refer  to  that.  I 

Mr.  REID. — I  said  that  they  had  not  a  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— It  is  put  in  this  motion 
as  a  fact,  and  I  eay  it  is  not  a  fact.     Tlie  motion 
is  wrong  as  at  present  framed.    That  is  the  point 
of  order  which  has  been  raised.     I  do  not  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  any  right  to  put  the 
motion.     I  do  not  think  the  Q-overnment  would  , 
much  mind  its  being  debated;  but  it  states  as  , 
a, matter  of  fact  that  which  is  not  a  matter  of  ^ 
fact.     It  purports  that  the  Government  have  not 
|k  majority,  whereas  the  fact  of   their  existence  I 
proves  that  they  are  in  the  majority. 

Mr.  STOUT. —  Speaking  to  a  point  of  order 
only,  I  say  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  inad- 
missible on  two  grounds.  The  first  of  these  has 
been  mentioned  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Onehunga— namely,  that  this  motion  would  con- 
test the  very  point  upon  which  a  decision  has 
already  been  given.  The  other  objection  is  that 
this  proposed  amendment  is  contradictory  in  its 
terms  to  what  precedes.  You  have  on  all  occa- 
sions ruled  that  one  cannot  add  words  to  an 
amendment  winch  would  make  the  previous  part 
contradictory  in  its  terms.  That  is  the  efi'ect 
this  motion  would  have.  On  the  first  ground  I 
could  give  you  seyeral  examples  in  which  it  has 
been  held  that  the  rule  cannot  be  evaded  in  the 
Tray  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  points 
out.  I  quote  from  May,  sixth  edition,  page 
285,  where  this  occurs :  "A  mere  alteration  of 
the  words  of  a  question  without  any  substantial 
change  in  its  object  will  not  be  sufficient  to  evade 
this  rule."  Then  he  goes  on  to  give  two  specific 
examples.     The  first  example  is, — 

"On  the  7th  July,  1840,  Mr.  Speaker  called 
attention  to  a  motion  for  a  Bill  to  relieve  Dis- 
senters from  the  payment  of  church  rate?,  before 
he  proposed  the  question  from  the  chair.  Its 
form  and  words  were  diflbrent  from  those  of  a 
previous  motion,  but  its  object  was  substantially 
the  same ;  and  the  House  agreed  .that  it  was 
irregular,  and  ought  not  to  be  proposed  from  the 
chair." 

Then  there  is  still  another  example  given  : — 

"On  the  15th  of  May,  1860,  the  order  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Charity  Trustees  Bill  was 
withdrawn,  as  it  was  discovered  to  be  substantially 
the  same  as  the  Endowed  Schools  Bill,  which  the 
House  had  already  put  off  for  six  months." 

Then  there  is  also  a  special  example  given  as 
to  the  appointment  of  a  member  of  the  House  a 
member  of  a  Committee  : — 

"On  18th  July  an  amendment  was  proposed 
to  a  question  by  leaving  out  all  the  words  after 
*  That,'  in  order  to  add  '  Thomas  Slingsby  Dun- 
combe,  Esq.,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  on  the  Post  Office;'  but  Mr.  Speaker 
stated  that  on  the  2nd  July  a  motion  had  been 
made  *  That  Mr.  Dunoombe  be  one  other  mem- 
ber of  the  said  Committee,*  that  the  question 
had  been  negatived,  and  that  he  considered  it 
was  *  contrary  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  the 
Mr,  Speaker 


House  that  a  question  which  had  passed  in  the 
negative  should  be  again  proposed  in  the  same 
session.'  The  amendment  was  consequently 
withdrawn." 

I  have  shown  that  the  alteration  of  words  or 
the  alteration  of  form  will  not  matter  if  the  sub- 
stance is  the  same ;  and  J  submit,  therefore,  that, 
as  the  amendment  is  the  same  in  substance  as 
the  original  resolution,  the  amendment  is  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  REES.— Not  only  are  the  text-books  per- 
fectly clear  and  distinct  upon  the  point,  but  the 
authorities  of  the  House  of  Commons  are  so  also. 
The  case  quoted  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Onehunga  is  reported  in  195,  Commons  Journals, 
page  493,  where  it  is  laid  down  as  follows  : — 

"A  motion  having  been  made  and  seconded, 
That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  relieve 
Dissenters  from  the  Established  Church  of  Eng- 
land from  the  payment  of  church  rates  ; 

"  Mr.  Speaker  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  Monday,  the 
11th  day  of  February  last.  The  House  waa 
moved,  That  the  entry  in  the  Journal  of  the 
House  of  the  11th  day  of  February  last,  upon 
a  motion  relative  to  church  rat^s,  might  be  r^d  ; 
and  the  same  was  read  as  followeth  : 

"  A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
relieve  from  the  payment  of  church  rates  that 
portion  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  who  conscien- 
tiously dissent  from  the  rites  or  doctrines  of  the 
Established  Church ; 

"  (The  House  divided.) 

"  Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  stated  to  the  House 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  motion  now  made  was  in 
substance  the  same  as  that  upon  which  a  question 
having  been  put  had  passed  in  the  negative  in 
this  present  session  ;  and  that  therefore,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  House,  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  him  to  propose  a  question  upon  the 
motion  now  made." 

Whatever  may  be  the  rule,  as  stated  by  Uie 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  in  relation  to 
motions  of  want  of  confidence  being  put  more 
than  once  during  a  session,  it  does  not  apply  to 
the  present  case,  because  this  is  a  continuation  of 
the  same  debate  ;  and  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
can  move  his  amendment  he  can  go  on  bringing 
down  amendment  after  amendment  for  the  next 
six  months. 

Mr.  REID. — ^Thero  will  be  no  room  for  any 
other  amendment  after  this  one. 

Mr.  BEES. — Then  how  is  there  room  for  this 
one? 

Mr.  REID.— The  matter  will  be  finally  dis- 
posed of  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  REES. — I  am  afraid  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  be  beaten  again,  and  will  have  to  bring 
up  another.  However,  1  will  not  argue  that 
now,  but  will  leave  my  remarks  until  we  are  dis- 
cussing the  main  question.  We  were  told  that  if 
we  only  came  to  a  vote  on  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  we  should 
be  beaten ;  but  wo  have  not  been  beaten,  and  the 
principle  which  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  illustrates  by  interrupting  me  shows  that 
his  argument  is  not  good,  because  he  ^ays  that. 
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if  his  side  of  the  Houee  is  successful  no  furtlier 
amendment  will  bo  required.  It  follows,  tlien, 
that  if  they  are  not  successful  another  amend- 
ment will  be  required.  If  you,  Sir,  rule  that 
Boch  motions  can  bo  put  because  they  are  in  a 
different  form  of  words,  the  next  thing  will  be 
that  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  another  form 
of  words,  and  wo  shall  haye  the  same  thing 
repeated  the  moment  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence is  lost  by  an  honorable  member  getting 
up  and  giving  a  long  disquisition  upon  figures 
which  he  does  not  understand,  and  then  pro- 
posing another  motion  exactly  the  same  as  that 
which  has  been  disposed  of.  Another  case, 
which  is  quoted  on  the  same  page  of  May,  is 
reported  in  115,  Commons  Journals,  page  2i9. 
The  rule  is  clear  and  distinct.  And  here,  im- 
mediately after  the  House  has  divided,  and  when 
Tou,  Sir,  gave  your  casting  vote  only  half  an 
boi^>  or  an  hour  ago  against  the  resolution  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Egniont,  we  are  called 
upon  to  go  over  the  very  same  ground  again  on 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti.  1  submit,  therefore,  with  great  respect 
to  you.  Sir,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  rules  and 
practice  of  Parliament,  and  that  not  only  is  it 
good  to  adhere  to  the  rules  in  this  case,  but  if  we 
get  beyond  them  it  is  impossible  to  tell  where  we 
shall  end.  It  will  come  to  this :  that  a  party 
which  may  absolutely  have  only  a  majority  of 
one  will  be  able  to  override  all  the  rules  of  the 
House.  If  you  have  any  doubt  upon  the  subject 
— altliougb  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  that  you 
can  have — I  would  ask  jou  to  look  into  the  cases 
which  have  been  quoted  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Onehunga  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout). 

Mr.  BARFF. — It  appeal's  to  be  a  very  singu- 
lar line  of  conduct  proposed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri  wnen  he  says  that,  in  the 
event  of  this  amendment  being  negatived,  there 
would  be  no  room  for  any  other.  It  occurred  to 
me  during  the  course  of  the  debate  that  it  would 
be  possible,  in  the  event  of  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  being  lost, 
to  add  words  to  the  original  resolution ;  and,  for 
the  information  of  honorable  members  not  aware 
of  the  fact,  I  may  say  that  I  proposed  in  my  own 
mind  at  one  time  to  alter  the  original  resolution 
in  a  certain  manner.  Iproposed  to  alter  it  into 
this  form :  "  That  this  House  has  no  confidence  in 
the  Ch)vemment  recently  ejected  from  the  Minis- 
terial benches."  That  was  one  amendment  which 
I  had  in  my  mind ;  and  another  would  have  read 
in  this  way  :  ''  That  the  House  has  no  confidence 
in  the  government  of  the  late  Ministry."  I  was 
prepared  with  any  number  of  authorities  to  show 
that  the  word  "government"  would  meet  the 
case  entirely,  and  that  it  did  not  altoj^ether  apply 
to  the  gt>ntlemen  administering  affairs,  but  to 
the  administration  of  afiairs  generally.  I  sub- 
mittt  d  these  proposed  amendments  to  an  honor- 
able gentleman  well  qualified  to  give  an  opinion, 
and  was  advised  that  they  would  not  be  strictly 
in  order,  although  they  were  both  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  object  sought  to  be  obtained  by 
the  original  resolution.  If  that  rule  held  good 
in  my  case,  how  much  more  does  it  hold  good 


in  respect  to  the  amendment  endeavoured  to  be 
forced  on  the  House,  first  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont,  and,  failing  him,  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti— an  amendment  which 
was  in  the  direction  of  carrying  out  precisely  the 
same  object  which  was  sought  to  be  obtained  by 
the  original  resolution.  The  authorities  quoted 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stout)  show  very  distinctly  to  my  mind,  and,  I 
believe,  to  the  minds  of  honorable  members 
generally,  that  the  amendment  cannot  be  put 
from  the  chair,  on  the  ground  that  the  object 
sought  to  be  attained  is  exactly  the  same  as  that 
proposed  in  the  original  resolution.  As  several 
honorable  members,  in  speaking  to  the  point  of 
order,  referred  to  other  matters,  and  made  certain 
statements  which  were  not  contradicted,  I  hope 
that  I  shall  not  be  considered  out  of  order  if  I 
correct  what  I  conceive  to  be  mistakes.  It  was 
said,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion of  order,  that  the  (Government  did  not  re- 
main in  office  last  year  on  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
referring  to  a  matter  which  is  not  relevant  to  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  BARFF.  —  I  was  merely  referring  to 
matters  which  were  brought  out  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  better  not  refer  to  those  matters. 

Mr.  BARFF.— I  should  not  have  referred  to 
them  but  that  I  thought  it  necessary  to  contra- 
dict statements  which  were  made,  and,  as  I  could 
quote  a  particular  case,  I  wished  to  set  honorable 
members  right.  The  question  now  resolves  itself 
into  this :  There  is  nothing  of  the  original  reso- 
lution left  but  the  word  "  That ;"  and  we  hear 
from  an  honorable  member  who  was  recently  on 
the  Government  benches  that  nothing  can  be 
added  to  the  amendment  which  is  now  proposed. 
I  say  that  that  is  not  the  case,  and  that  any- 
thing could  be  added  to  it  but  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti ;  but  I  pre- 
sume, and  trust  that  you.  Sir,  will  give  a  ruline, 
that  the  amendment  is  not  in  conformity  with 
the  Standing  Orders. 

Major  ATKINSON,— I  should  like  to  put  it 
to  you.  Sir,  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  prac- 
tically a  distinct  question  from  that  which  has 
already  been  dispdbed  of,  inasmuch  as  it  is  more 
explicit.  The  original  resolution  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  House  had  no  confidence  in  the 
Government,  but  it  did  not  at  all  follow  from 
that  that  the  House  meant  the  Government  to 
resign.  The  House  might  have  meant  it,  or 
it  might  not  have  meant  it.  (Oh,  oh!)  That 
is  my  opinion.  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  what  my 
object  was;  but  I  say  that  many  honorable 
gentlemen  might  have  voted  for  that  resolution 
under  the  impression  that  a  dissolution  would 
take  place,  and  the  country  would  have  to  decide 
between  the  two  parties.  That  is  a  fair  inference. 
There  was  nothing  in  it  to  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  resign  if  they  were  prepared  to  go  to 
the  country,  supposing  circumstances  favoured 
I  heir  taking  that  course.  This  amendmout,  on 
the  other  hand,  directly  calls  upon  the  Qoveru- 
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ment  to  resign  immediately,  and  I  therefore  sub- 
mit that  there  ia  a  considerable  difference  between 
it  and  the  original  motion.  I  submit,  also,  that  it 
cannot  be  held  that  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
cannot  be  propos^ed  twice  in  the  same  seseion. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  this  House  has  and  should 
always  have  a  right  to  express  its  opinion  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  Ministiy  who  are  conducting 
the  business  of  the  country  ;  and  the  rules  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stout)  has  quoted  do  not  at  all*  apply  to  a  case  of 
confidence  or  no  confidence.  1  tliiuk  the  House 
would  be  landed  in  a  great  difficulty  if  a  want-of- 
confidence  motion  cannot  be  put  twice  in  the  one 
session  against  the  same  G-ovemment.  It  mi«:;ht 
be  that  a  Government  in  a  minority  might  take 
an  opportunity  of  getting  one  of  its  followers  to 
propose  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
absence  of  some  of  the  majority,  and,  that  being 
negatived,  it  could  not  be  put  again  during  the 
whole  session.  I  think  that  every  facility  should 
be  given  to  the  House  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Government  possess  a  working  majority  or  not. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do  not  possess  a  ma- 
jority. And  it  is  right  that  I  should  say  that 
this  morning  an  honorable  gentleman,  who  is 
too  ill  to  t^  in  his  place  in  the  House,  sent 
down  his  pair,  which  was  refused  by  the  other 
side.  That,  I  am  informed,  is  the  case,  and, 
had  the  honorable  gentleman  known  that  the 
pair  would  be  refused,  ill  as  he  is  he  would 
probably  have  come  down.  It  is  not  consistent, 
under  such  circumstances,  that  the  Gbvemment 
should  occupy  its  present  position.  The  object 
of  the  amendment  is  to  determine  who  is  to  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  country,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  if  we  are  de- 
barred from  ascertaining  what  is  the  will  of  the 
House  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  MONTaOMERY.— I  wish  to  say  a.  few 
words.  The  one  object  of  the  late  motion  was  to 
remove  these  gentlemen  from  the  Government 
benches.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  that. 
Such  was  the  object  in  the  mind  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  motion.  Then,  if  the 
words  of  the  amendment  now  before  the  House 
are  not  precisely  the  same  as  those  of  the  mo- 
tion, the  object  is  exactly  the  same.  I  submit 
that  it  matters  not  what  may  be  the  wording  if 
the  object  is  the  same.  I  think  the  authorities 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  are  apt,  and  that  this  amendment  should 
not  be  put. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  right  when  he  says  that  the 
€h>remment  should  resign  in  consequence  of 
the  vote  that  has  been  come  to.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  should  remember  that  last  session 
a  motion  upon  which  the  Government  of  which 
he  was  a  member  staked  their  existence  was  only 
negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
yet  they  did  not  resign. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — The  motion  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.  —  And  during  this  session 
the  Public  Works  Advances  Bill,  which  they  re- 
garded as  a  partjr  measure,  was  only  read  a 
second  time  by  the  casting  vote  of  Mr.  Speaker, 
who  distinctly  said  he  disapproved  of  the  Bill. 
Major  Atkinson 


Still  the  House  did  not  ask  the  Government  to 
resign. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— On  the  latter  occaMon 
to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  refers  Mr. 
Speaker  gave  his  vote  in  the  way  he  did  in  order 
that  the  House  might  further  discuss  the  matter. 
No  doubt  his  vote  to-day  was  given  for  the 
?ame  purpose,  but  what  that  coidd  mean,  ex- 
cept ail  amendment  of  this  kind,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  know. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  I  would  simply  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  precedent  which 
has  been  mentioned,  that  of  last  session,  when  a 
motion  involving  the  fate  of  the  Government 
was  only  negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Speaker,  is  not  a  precedent,  because  the  (Govern- 
ment announced  that  it  would  reaign.  Nobody 
knows  that  better  than  I  do.  The  Government  had 
made  up  its  mind  to  resign,  but  did  not,  simply 
because  the  House  virtually  reversed  its  decision. 
I  remember  the  Premier  coming'down  to  a  meet- 
ing of  his  supporters  and  saying,  **  I  shall  resign, 
unless  the  decision  of  the  House  is  reversed."  A 
motion  was  therefore  brought  forward  in  the 
House  to  rescind  the  motion  which  had  been 
passed  ;  and  Hansard  will  show,  and  the  Minutes 
of  Proceeding)  of  the  House  will  show,  that  the 
motion  for  rescision  was  agreed  to,  and  that  the 
Ministry  remained  in  office.  I  think  it  is'  im- 
possible to  find  an  instance  of  a  Government  in 
this  colony  remaining  in  power  when  it  could  not 
command  a  majority. ' 

Mr.  STOUT.— Mr.  Stafford,  in  1868. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Now,  as  to  the  amend- 
ment, I  contend  it  inyolves  a  different  question 
altogether  from  that  inyolved  in  the  motion 
which  has  been  negatived,  and  can  be  put  and 
ought  to  be  put  by  you,  Sir.  The  matter  as  it  at 
present  stands  is  in  this  position :  The  words, 
"  this  House  has  no  confidence  in  the  GK>vem- 
ment,"  have  been  negatived ;  but  I  submit  to  you, 
Sir,  that,  although  the  House  may  have  the  fullest 
confidence  in  the  Gt>Terament,  still  a  majority 
might  think  it  proper  that  the  Gt>vemment  should 
resign  under  certain  circumstances.  I  hear  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout) 
indulging  in  coarse  laughter,  but  I  think  that  if 
he  would  not  laugh  so  loudly  it  would  be  mpch 
better.  We  are  not  to  be  beaten  by  a  laugh,  nor 
is  a  laugh  argument.  When  I  wish  to  answer 
an  argument  I  get  up  and  speak  to  the  Chair, 
and  do  not  laugh  instead  of  arguing.  I  say,  al- 
though the  House  may  have  confidence  in  the 
Government,  still  a  majority  might  be  of  opinion 
that  under  the  circumstances  the  Ministry  ought 
to  resign.  The  two  things  are  perfectly  oistinot, 
and  I  think  the  amendment  should  be  put  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.— I  may  say,  speaking  to 
the  point  of  order,  that  it  is  quite  clear  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  possess  a  majority  in  this 
House,  for  I  was  unavoidably  absent  when  the 
division  took  place,  and  had  I  been  present  should 
have  voted  against  them. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  may  add  that  this 
morniug  I  brought  down  a  pair  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  Totara,  and  it  vras  reused, 
though  he  vras  ill  and  unable  to  come  down. 
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Mr.  STOUT.— I  saw  Mr.  Gisborne  to-daj,  and 
he  waf  qaite  weU. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— As  a  priTate  member, 
awaiting  joar  decision,  I  should  like  to  eaj  a 
few  words,  if  I  may  express  an  opinion.  I  hare 
a  decided  opinion  on  the  matter,  unless  there 
is  something  in  reserre  of  which  I  know  nothing, 
because  I  think,  if  the  same  rules  apply  in  these 
esses  as  we  acknowledge  apply  in  other  matters 
coming  before  the  House,  the  amendment  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  put.  It  is  actually  the  same  as 
the  motion  which  has  been  rejected.  If  clothed 
in  different  words,  it  is  substantially  the  same, 
and,  this  House  haying  already  affirmed  that 
Ministers  possess  the  confidence  of  the  House, 
what  possible  reason,  or  what  possible  con- 
sistency, can  there  be  in  calling  upon  them  to 
resign  ?  If  they  have  a  majority  of  the  House, 
that  is  tantamount  to  their  having  the  con- 
fidence of  the  House.  The  argument  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  went  to  show 
that  the  amendment  and  the  motion  are  sub- 
stantially the  same.  Of  course,  if,  then,  a  new 
Ministry  went  into  office,  I  could  understand 
that  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  could  be 
brought  against  them  ;  but  I  cannot  understand 
that  a  Tote  of  want  of  confidence  can  again  be 
brought  against  the  same  Ministry.  The  honorable 
member  for  Waikato  attempted  to  prove  that  the 
nK>tion  and  the  amendment  substantially  differed, 
but  he  did  not  succeed  in  showing  that  there 
was  any  difference.  I  think  the  words  of  the 
amendment  are,  "the  Ministry  not  having  a 
majority  in  the  House."  Surely  that  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  motion  just  nega- 
tived, because  if  they  have  the  confidence  of  the 
House — which  the  House  has  just  declared  they 
hare — then  they  must  have  a  majority.  That  we 
shall  be  able  to  see  when  Ministers  come  to  carry 
Uieir  measures.  That  would  be  the  best  test  as 
to  whether  the  Government  does  or  does  not  pos- 
sess a  majority.  I  shall  vote  against  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB.— There  is  one  point.  Sir, 
that  has  occurred  in  this  debate  of  which  I  may 
be  allowed  to  remind  you.  There  is  a  very  broad 
distlxiction  between  renewing  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  and  the  putting  of  a  single  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  on  the  same  issue  twice.  That 
is  what  is  being  argued  by  honorable  members  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House — that  the  same  vote 
can  be  put  twice.  We  all  knew  perfectly  well 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  can  at 
ooee  table  a  fresh  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Government ;  but  ho  cannot  take  a  vote 
twice  npon  the  same  issue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Tbe  question  has  assumed  a 
mater  degree  of  importance  on  account  of  the 
urge  question  inTolved  in  the  discussion.  Never- 
thelees,  I  have  to  interpret  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  the  rules  laid  down  in  our  Standing 
Orders,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  not  think  I 
am  rash  if  I  now  give  my  opinion,  without  taking 
further  time  for  deliberation.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  point  upon  which  I  shall  think  it  my 
doty  to  reserve  my  opinion,  in  order  that  I  may 
give  it  at  a  subsequent  time,  after  fuller  con- 
■ideration ;  but  it  is,  I  think,  better  to  give  my 
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opinion  upon  the  main  point,  and  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  come  to  that  opinion.  The 
rule,  which  is  a  general  and  fundamental  rule,  is 
that  a  subject  once  disposed  of  cannot  be  brought 
up  again.  Still,  attempts  are  constantly  made  to 
vary  the  language  of  a  motion,  which,  though 
varied,  is  yet  the  same  in  substance.  But  no 
mere  variation  of  language  is  sufficient.  The 
House  is  not  to  be  so  deluded.  There  must  be 
a  material  alteration  in  substance.  The  object 
must  be  different.  If  the  object,  the  material 
character  of  the  motion,  is  the  same  as  that  of 
the  motion  negatived,  then  the  House  would  re* 
fuse  to  receive  it.  A  light  covering  thrown  over 
it  does  not  deter  the  House  from  recognising  its 
main  form.  Applying  that  rule,  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  this  amendment  is  identical  with  the 
motion  upon  which  the  House  has  already  voted* 
Again,  there  w  another  rule  to  this  effect :  that, 
where  a  motion  is  proposed  to  be  amended  by  an 
addition  which  revives  a  question  already  dis- 
posed of,  the  addition  cannot  be  received.  Now, 
I  do  think  it  is  contrary,  not  only  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Standing  Orders,  but  to  the  general  rule  of 
Parliament,  that  such  an  addition  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
should  be  received.  Tbe  question,  as  propped  to 
be  amended  by  the  addition  of  certain  words,  is 
this :  "  That,  as  the  Government  have  not  yet 
declared  their  policy,  this  House  declines  in  the 
meantime  to  entertain  the  question  of  'con- 
fidence *  or  *  no  confidence*  in  the  Ministry."  And 
this  is  the  proposed  addition :  "  But  this  House 
expresses  the  opinion  that,  as  tbe  Gt)vemment 
has  not  a  majority,  it  should  immediately  resiffn." 
Now,  in  reality,  the  question  of  "  confidence  *  or 
"no  confidence"  is  a  question  of  resisnation 
or  no  resignation.  The  House  is  called  upon 
to  declare  that  that  question  shall  not  be  enter- 
tained, and  in  the  same  breath  it  is  asked, 
in  the  proposed  addition,  to  proceed  to  enter- 
tain it.  The  opinion  which  I  give  now  is  based 
upon  this  apparent  incongruity;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  regard  the  point  as  one  of  such 
importance  that  I  shall  not  finally  decide  until 
I  resume  the  chair  this  evening.  There  is  a 
good  deal  in  the  point  raised  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon  that  the  House  is  not  to  be 
debarred  by  any  cause — there  may  be  a  variety  of 
circumstances — from  making  its  mind  known  in 
regard  to  the  fitness  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Ministerial  benches  to  occupy  those  positions. 
Then,  again,  the  honorable  member  for  Christ* 
church  City  (Mr.  Bichardson)  made  some  very 
pointed  remarks  upon  the  vote  I  gave  to-day.  I 
may  say  that  that  vote  was  entirely  analogous  to 
ana  consonant  with  other  votes  which  it  has  been 
my  duty  to  give  on  other  similar  occasions.  I 
acted  upon  the  weU-known  rule  by  which  Speakers 
are  guided  upon  sueh  occasions — that,  wherever 
there  is  an  opportunity  to  give  further  and  fuller 
consideration,  that  opportunity  should  be  given. 
Although  these  great  fundamental  rules  are  per- 
fectly clear,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
every  Parliament  reserves  to  itself  the  right,  a 
right  which  it  frequently  exercises,  to  rescind  a 
vote.  Especially  I  am  bound  to  say  that  if,  as 
might   be  inferred   from  some   obeeryations   I 
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heard  this  afternoon,  a  catch-rote  has  heen  ob- 
tained, the  House  has  always  the  right  to  rescind 
its  decision,  and  that  may  be  done  without  yio- 
lating  the  geoeral  rule.  Haring  frankly  stated 
my  opinion,  I  will  ask  the  House  to  adjourn  till 
half-past  seren  o'clock,  when  I  will  gire  a  definite 
ruling  upon  the  point  raised. 
Mr.  Sfbaeeb  then  left  the  chair. 

HOUSB  BB8ITMBD. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seyen  o'clock. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  promised  the  House,  when 
I  left  the  chair  at  half-past  fire  o'clock,  that  I 
would  give  my  ruling  when  the  House  resumed 
as  to  whether  the  words  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  could  be  added  to  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers.  I  have  already  given  my  opinion  so 
far  as  I  could,  but  I  have  since  given  the  matter 
full  consideration.  I  now  have  to  state,  with 
regard  to  the  applicability  of  the  rule,  that  ques- 
tions of  the  same  substance  and  import,  having 
once  been  decided,  cannot  be  brought  up  again 
during  the  same  session — that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  whatever  the  rule  applies  to  this  case. 
The  amendment  is  opposed  to  the  original  motion 
in  words,  though  the  substance  is  the  same.  It  is 
repugnant  to  the  very  motion  on  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  be  an  amendment  by  way  of  addition. 
I  have  carefully  considered  how  far  the  rule  to 
which  I  have  referred  applied  universally,  and 
what  exceptions  would  affect  the  position  of 
Ministers  in  this  House,  and  the  declaration  of 
this  House  of  its  opinion  in  respect  of  them. 
That  is  a  very  serious  matter,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  drew  my  attention 
particularly  to  the  observations  I  made  on  giv- 
ing my  casting  vote.  He  asked  how  far  the  rul- 
ing I  gave  was  consistent  with  such  a  decision, 
and  if,  in  reality,  this  rule  was  a  bar  to  a  second 
or  third  motion  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Ministnr  being  moved  during  the  same  session. 
I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  this  rule  does  not 
apply  to  such  a  case,  for  this  reason :  that,  al- 
ihouffh  the  form  of  words  may  not  be  the  same — 
and  I  think  it  desirable  always  to  vary  the  words 
— the  substance  is  different,  inasmuch  as  a  Gb- 
vemment  may  vary  in  its  poUcy  and  measures 
during  a  session ;  and  consequently  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  may  be  repeated. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  in- 
serted be  there  inserted,"  negatived. 

MUNICIPAL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  SHARP  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  procure  and  lay  before  this  House  a  return 
of  the  number  of  officers  employed  by  the  various 
Municipalities  of  the  colony ;  the  amount  of 
salary  of  each  officer ;  and  the  amount  of  travel- 
ling allowances  or  other  expenses  paid  to  such 
officers  ? 

Sir  a.  GREY  said  the  return  asked  for  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  be  ready  in  a  few 
days,  when  it  would  be  laid  before  the  House. 

MRS.  MoMANUS. 
Mr.  BURNS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  Messrs.  Daldy,  Isaacs,  and  O'Neill  have 
Mr,  Speaker 


made  any  reparation  to  Mrs.  McManos  for  their 
illegal  conduct  towards  her  son,  as  recommended 
by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  in  the  report 
laid  before  the  House  on  the  17th  August  last ; 
and,  if  reparation  has  not  yet  been  made,  whether 
His  Excellency  the  Cbvemor  will  be  advised  to 
strike  the  names  of  Messrs.  Daldy,  Isaacs,  and 
O'Neill  off  the  list  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
colony,  as  further  recommended  by  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  had  made  inquiries 
regarding  this  matter,  and  Messrs.  Daldy  and 
Isaacs  had  sent  telegraphic  replies  to  the  questions 
that  were  put  to  them.  Both  gentlemen  justified 
their  action.  Mr.  Daldy  resigned  his  position  as 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Mr.  Isaacs  said  he 
had  done  nothing  worthy  of  censure.  He  (Mr. 
Sheehan)  could  not  say  whether  Mr.  Isaacs  should 
be  struck  off  the  roll  of  Justices  of  tlie  Peace  or 
not  until  he  had  made  further  inquiries  ;  but  he 
would  take  into  consideration  the  facts  brought 
out  by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  and,  if  he 
founa  that  the  allegations  made  were  true,  he 
would  be  prepared  to  recommend  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  accordingly. 

Mr.  BURNS  wished  to  know  whether  any 
reparation  whatever  had  been  made  to  Mrs. 
McManus. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  in  the  negative. 

TIMARU  BOARD  OF  WORKS. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  the  Government, 
(1.)  If  they  will  lay  before  this  House  copies  of 
all  correspondence  relating  to  the  purchase  by 
the  Government  of  the  Board  of  Works  build- 
ing at  Timaru  ?  (2.)  If  they  propose  to  place  a 
sum  on  the  Estimates  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the 
building  six  months  ago?  (3.)  Whether  thej 
will  allow  interest  for  the  time  that  the  payment 
has  been  withheld  ?  He  wished  to  be  allowed  to 
make  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of  this  ques- 
tion. Some  time  last  year  the  Timaru  and  Glad- 
stone Board  of  Works  then  in  existence  offered 
to  the  Government  the  building  in  which  they 
had  been  carrying  on  their  business.  He  be- 
lieved they  had  received  an  offer  from  a  con- 
tractor for  that  building  for  the  sum  of  £8,000, 
which  was  about  what  it  was  worth  according 
to  valuation.  They  offered  it  to  the  Gbvemment 
for  that  sum,  and  their  offer  was  accepted.  The 
Board  of  Works  declined  to  hand  over  the  build- 
ing to  a  public  department  of  the  Government 
until  the  money  was  paid.  They  received  from 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  or  one  of  his  subor- 
dinates, a  telegram  saying  that  a  voucher  had 
passed  to  them  for  the  amount,  and  requesting 
them  to  hand  over  the  building  to  Judge  Ward, 
or  some  other  public  officer.  T^e  Board  gave  up 
possession  of  the  building,  and  shortly  afterwards 
they  telegraphed  that  they  had  not  received  any 
of  the  purchase-money,  and  asked  where  it  was. 
They  received  a  reply  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  get  an  Act  passed.  It  looked  like  deception 
on  the  part  of  the  late  Government,  but  he 
trusted  it  wss  not  so,  but  that  it  was  a  mere 
blunder.  The  Government  had  been  occupying 
the  building  ever  since,  although  the  Board  could 
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have  Teoeired  at  onoe  from  the  otber  party  a 
cheque  for  the  monej.  Frequent  applications  had 
been  made  for  it  bj  the  Boaid,  by  himself,  and  by 
the  honorable  member  representing  the  district, 
but  the  Board  had  never  been  able  to  get  a  half- 
penny. He  pat  the  question  in  order  to  elicit  a 
distinct  answer  from  the  GoTemment,  whether 
they  were  going  to  pay  for  the  building,  which 
had  been  occupied  for  some  time. 

Mr.  LABNAGH  replied  that  the  information 
required  would  be  ready  in  a  few  days,  when  he 
would  be  prepared  to  state  what  would  be  done 
in  relation  to  this  building. 

MINISTEBS'  SALABIES. 

Mr.  MUBRAY  asked  the  Premier,  When  the 
Gorermnent  will  introduce  the  Bill  to  reduce 
Mini»ters'  salaries,  and  arrange  as  to  the  disposal 
of  Ministerial  residences  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  the  Government 
wonld  introduce  a  Bill  on  the  subject,  and  en- 
deavour to  hare  it  passed  through  the  House. 

MARINE  ENGINEER. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  large  number 
of  harbour  works  in  course  of  construction  and 
proposed,  the  Government  will  take  steps  to 
appoint  a  competent  marine  engineer,  who  would 
inspect  and  report  on  all  harbour  works  in  course 
of  construction  and  proposed  to  be  constructed, 
and  who  could  act  as  Consulting  Eogineer  to  all 
Harbour  Boards  in  New  ZeiJand  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  question  asked  was  a 
Tery  important  one.  He  could  merely  tell  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  the  matter  had  en- 
gaged the  attention  ol  the  Government,  and  he 
hcped  shortly  to  be  able  to  inform  the  House 
what  course  the  Gk>vemment  proposed  to  take  on 
tiie  subject. 

J.  HUME. 
'Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
What  action  the  Government  propose  to  take  to 
carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Native 
Affiurs  Committee  on  the  petition  of  J.  Hume 
and  others?  This  question  related  to  a  most 
important  matter.  A  great  many  of  the  settlers 
in  the  Lower  Wairarapa  had  yearly  suffered 
very  serious  loss  in  consequence  of  the  water 
covering  their  land.  The  Committee  had  made 
a  report,  and  recommended  the  Government  to 
take  action  on  this  matter  immediately.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  disputed  question  between  the 
Natives.  Some  of  the  Natives  had  disposed  of 
their  righta,  and.  others  affirmed  they  had  not. 
The  Native  Affairs  Committee  recommended  that 
the  Government  should  make  some  inquiry  into 
this  matter  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  loss  which  the  settlers  were  now  suffering. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  this  matter  had  been 
before  the  House  for  several  years.  It  had  come 
before  the  Native  Ai&irs  Committee  on  two 
ooeaeions,  and  rftporte  had  been  made  by  them, 
with  respect  to  the  Native  rights  in  the  Waira- 
rapa Lake,  in  favour  of  the  Maori  people.  He 
oonld  promise  the  honorable  gentleman  that  a 
settlement  would  soon  be  oome  to  that  would  be 


satisfactory  both  to  the  Natives  and  to  the  Euro* 
peans  in  the  Lower  Wairarapa. 

PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  FOX. — ^Before  proceeding  to  the  Orders 
of  the  day,  I  should  like  to  have  permission  to 
put  a  question  to  the  Government  without 
notice — a  question  which,  I  am  sure,  the  Go- 
vernment will  recognize  I  put  iu  entire  good 
faith,  and  upon  which,  I  think,  it  is  desirable  the 
House  should  receive  further  information  with- 
out delay.  The  House  will  recollect  that  last 
evening  the  debate  on  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  and  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  was 
adjourned  upon  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  for  the 
express  purpose  of  enabling  the  Government  to 
consider  its  position  in  reference  to  the  reply 
which  had  been  sent  to  this  House  b»y  His  Ex- 
cellency to  the  letter  which  you.  Sir,  addressed 
to  His .  Excellency  covering  the  resolution  of 
the  House  on  the  question  of  privilege.  It  took 
a  good  many  honorable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  by  surprise  this  morning  when,  in- 
stead of  receiving  some  announcement  as  to  the 
position  of  the  Government  and  His  Excellency 
in  reference  to  this  question,  and,  I  may  say,  re- 
ceiving that  reply  which  His  Excellency  had  pro- 
mised after  consulting  his  Advisers,  other  business 
was  proceeded  with.  That  we  did  not  expect; 
and  iW.  I  ask  now  is  whether  the  honorable  mem- 
ber at  the  head  of  the  Government  will  inform 
the  House  whether  any  communications  have 
taken  place  between  His  Excellency  and  the  Go- 
vernment, and  whether  His  Excellency  is  pre- 
pared to  give  that  reply  which  he  intimated  he 
would  do,  or,  if  not,  when  the  House  is  likely 
to  be  favoured  with  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  think  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  asked  the  question  has  put 
into  my  mouth  words  which  I  did  not  use — 
namely,  "the  position  of  the  Government."  I 
remarked  last  night  that  the  honorable  member 
used  that  expression  himself,  but  I  never  used  it. 
It  is  now  my  duty  at  once  to  tell  the  House  that 
communications  have  passed  between  His  Ex- 
cellency and  his  Ministerial  Advisers,  upon  the 
subject  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
alluded;  and  that,  as  soon  as  it  is  in  my  power  to 
announce  to  the  House  that  those  communica- 
tions are  closed,  I  will  communicate  the  result. 
That  is  all  I  am  prepared  to  say  at  present. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL. 
Mr.  KELLY,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  that  it  would  be  generally  admitted 
that  the  existing  Disqualification  Act  was  of  a 
most  unsatisfactory  character.  One  of  the  chief 
points  which  proved  the  defective  nature  of  its 
provisions  was  the  provision  with  reeard  to  per- 
sons said  to  be  contractors  under  the  Govern- 
ment. The  provision  with  regard  to  contractors 
was  supposed  to  be  that,  when  a  person  became  a 
contractor  under  the  Government  during  the  time 
that  he  was  a  member,  his  seat  by  that  fact  became 
vacant.  It  was  found,  however,  when  the  question 
was  tried,  that  the  clause  which  was  said  to  be 
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framed  with  such  care,  and  had  so  many  watchful 
ejes  OTor  it,  broke  down  at  the  time  when  it  should 
naye  been  most  effective.  The  Act  was  called 
"An  Act  for  better  secnrinff  the  Freedom  and 
Independence  of  Parliament,  as  if  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  Parliament  had  been  in 
danger,  and  the  Act  was  brought  in  to  secure 
them.  How,  then,  did  it  set  about  accomplishing 
that  object?  It  first  provided  that  no  person 
holding  an  office  under  the  Crown  to  which  any 
salary,  fee,  wages,  or  emoluments  of  any  kind 
are  attached  could  be  elected  to  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  or  be  nominated  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council  while  holding  such  office,  and 
that,  if  he  held  such  office,  his  election  should 
be  void.  Then  it  went  on  to  say  that  this  pro- 
Tision  should  only  apply  to  a  certain  number 
of  persons.  Ministers  of  the  Grown,  and  certain 
other  persons,  were  declared  to  be  exempt  from 
that  part  of  the  Act.     It  also  provided  that  no 

girson  who  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  either 
ouse  should  hold  office  under  the  Crown  for 
twelve  months  after  his  ceasing  to  be  a  member ; 
but  there  were  exempted  from  this  provision 
Ministers,  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  and  all 
late  Superintendents  and  members  of  Provincial 
Executives.  That,  to  his  mind,  was  not  a  very 
satisfactory  provision.  The  Bill  he  brought  in 
waa  of  a  very  simple  character.  It  merely  pro- 
rided  that  persons  who  accepted  office  under  the 
Crown,  or  held  such  offices,  could  not  be  elected 
or  nominated  to  the  two  Houses  respectively,  and, 
if  thev  accepted  such  offices  afterwards,  their 
leata  became  vacant.  It  next  provided  that 
no  contractor  under  the  Government  could  be 
elected  or  nominated,  and,  if  he  afterwards  ac- 
cepted a  contract,  he  would  cease  to  be  a  mem- 
ber. The  Bill  also  provided  that  the  House  and 
the  Council  should  judge  when  a  seat  was  vacant. 
He  was  aware  that  this  point  was  open  to  debate. 
At  present  action  could  be  taken  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  Houses  also  had  power  to  take 
action.  He  thought  such  cases  ought  to  be  settled 
either  by  the  Houses  or  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
He  provided  in  his  Bill  that  the  House  or  Coun- 
cil sliould  respectively  declare  when  a  seat  was 
vacated,  but  if  any  honorable  member  moved,  as 
an  amendment,  that  the  matter  should  be  deter- 
mined bv  the  Supreme  Court,  he  would  not  ob- 
ject. Tnese  were  the  principal  provisions  of  the 
Bill  of  which  he  now  moved  the  second  reading. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TARANAZI  COUNTY  RESERVES  BILL. 
Mr.  KELLT,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  hiul  been  introduced  in 
order  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
PubUo  Petitions  Committee  in  rolation  to  the 
petitions  of  David  Anderson  and  the  Taranaki 
County  Council.  The  reserves  mentioned  in  the 
First  Schedule  had  been  vested  in  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  wero,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee,  to  be  vested  in  the  County 
Council  in  trust  for  the  improvement  of  a  certain 
road  in  the  county.  Then  thero  were  other  lands 
described  in  the  Second  Schedule  which  had  been 
selected  by  the  Titanic  Steel  and  Iron  Company ; 
but  that  Company  had  not  fulfilled  the  condition 
Mr.  Kelly 


under  which  it  held  the  land.  The  Company 
petitioned  the  House  that  the  land  be  granted 
to  them ;  and  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
recommended  that,  if  the  Company  smelted  a 
certain  amount  of  iron  from  the  Taranaki  iron- 
sand  within  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  Gt>vem- 
ment,  the  land  should  be  granted.  The  County 
Council  prayed,  as  the  Iron-sand  Company  had 
forfeited  the  land,  that  it  should  be  vested  in 
the  County  Council  for  the  same  purpose  as  the 
other  lands  mentioned  in  the  Bill ;  but  the  Peti- 
tions Committee  considered  that  the  time  had 
not  arrived  to  take  this  step  absolutely.  The 
clause  in  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  Iron-sand 
Company's  land  was  of  a  contingent  character, 
and  was  simply  intended  to  achieve  this :  that, 
if  the  Company  did  not  fulfil  the  conditions,  then 
the  land  fell  back  into  the  hands  of  the  County 
Council. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  should  not  object  to 
the  Bill,  but  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  com- 
mitted till  Thursday.  He  assumed  that  the  Bill 
did  not  propose  to  divert  the  land  from  the 
original  trusts.  With  regard  to  clause  4,  he 
knew  of  no  objection  to  the  proposed  reversion 
of  the  lands  if  the  Company  failed  to  carry  out 
its  objects ;  but  if  the  honorable  member  would 
adjourn  the  committal  of  the  Bill  till  Thursday 
he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  would  be  able  to  tell  how  far 
the  Government  would  support  him. 

Mr.  STOUT  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  not  allow  any  one  to  deal  with  the  land 
until  the  Company's  term  was  up.  The  Company 
had  spent  many  thousands  of  pounds,  and  he 
knew  of  his  own  knowledge  that  many  peqple 
would  not  have  taken  sharea  if  they  had  not 
believed  that  the  land  in  question  was  secured  to 
them;  and  it  would  be  omfair  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  unfair  of  the  House  to  allow  the  whole 
money  to  be  swept  away,  and  all  the  lands  to  be 
given  to  the  County  Council.  If  that  were  done, 
the  result  would  be  to  damp  all  enterprise  in 
the  future.  He  did  not  oppose  the  seoond 
reading  of  the  Bill ;  but,  unless  the  2nd  clause 
were  struck  out,  he  should  oppose  it  altogether. 
It  was  improper  to  mix  up  the  County  Council 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  RE  ID  said  he  quite  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House.  If  the  Company  had  failed  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  it  had  only  done  so  in  a 
technical  sense.  No  doubt  the  Government  was 
in  a  difficulty,  but,  in  case  the  conditions  could 
not  be  fulfilled  within  the  time  stipulated,  he 
should  like  to  see  legislation,  if  necessary,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Government  to  give  the  land.  The 
Company,  he  believed,  was  quite  willing  to  fulfil 
the  conditions. 

Mr.  TRAYERS  said  he  had,  in  consequence  of 
comn(iunications  he  had  had  with  the  Chairman 
of  Directors,  and  with  their  consent,  placed  the 
notice  of  motion  standing  in  his  name  on  the 
Order  Paper,  in  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
David  Anderson.  The  Company  wero  perfectly 
willing  to  give  up  all  claim  U>  the  land,  on  being 
reliev^  of  all  liahility  as  to  performance  of  con- 
ditions, if  the  Crown  paid  them  £1,250,  which 
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they  had  paid  on  aooount  of  it.  The  Company 
iras  perfectly  wilHng  to  accept  that,  and  he 
thought  a  proTiaion  to  that  effect  might  he  intro- 
dooed  into  the  4th  clause. 

Mr.  KELLT  said  clause  2  did  not  take  away 
any  rights  which  the  Company  at  present  pos- 
sessed, hut  simply  provided  that»  if  the  Company 
did  not  fulfil  the  conditions,  then  the  County 
Council  got  the  land  on  which  it  had  a  claim. 

Bill  rad  a  second  time. 

KAKANUI  HARBOUR  BILL. 

Mr.  SECRIMSEI,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  similar  to  a  measure 
that  was  introduced  last  year  to  carry  out  the 
same  object.  The  only  alteration  was  an  increase 
in  the  amount  of  land  to  be  set  aside  from  6,000 
aeree  to  8,000  acres. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  this  was  only  one  of  a 
dass  of  Bills  which  were  being  passed  through 
the  House  to  provide  endowments  for  various 
harbours  throughout  the  colony.  It  might  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House  that  last  year  he 
endearottred  to  obtain  an  endowment  for  a  har- 
bour in  his  district,  but  that  proposal  was  scouted. 
He  would  not  like  to  apply  the  term  he  might 
apply  to  the  system  which  allowed  Bills  of  this 
eharaoter  to  pass  without  opposition  or  remark 
in  the  ease  of  certain  honorable  members,  while 
they  wero  violently  opposed  in  the  case  of  others. 
He  was  astonbhed  that  a  Bill  of  this  naturo,  rais- 
ing such  a  large  question,  should  be  allowed  to 
go  to  its  second  reading  without  being  questioned. 
The  only  remark  made  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  moved  the  second  reading  was  that  the 
Bill  differed  slightly  from  the  one  introduced  last 
year.  If  he  (Sir  K.  Douglas)  had  endeavoured 
to  get  a  land  endowment  for  a  harbour  in  bis 
district,  whero  public  works  wero  sadlv  requirod, 
would  it  have  been  passed  in  this  way  r  He  ven- 
tured to  say,  after  the  treatment  he  received  last 
session,  that  it  would  not.  The  harbours  north 
of  Auckland  had  not  had  one  penny  spent  upon 
them.  He  had  on  many  occasions  tried  to  get 
aasistanee,  but  had  failed ;  and  he  theroforo  felt 
himself  justified  in  protesting  against  this  Bill. 
There  ought  to  be  one  Harbour  Act  for  the  whole 
edony.  The  colony  should  take  these  large  colo- 
nial works  into  its  own  hands,  and  the  Govern- 
ment should  see  that  no  more  land  was  set  aside 
finr  harbour  purposes  than  was  absolutely  required. 
His  own  behef  was  that  the  land  of  the  colony 
should  be  reserved  for  the  people  to  settle  upon. 
Let  them  buy  the  land,  and  then  they  could  be 
taxed  to  raise  whatever  sums  might  be  necessary 
for  the  improvement  of  harbours.  He  objected 
to  the  setting  aside  of  large  reserves  in  some 
districts,  whue  other  poorer  districts  wero  left 
without  reserves.  How  did  the  Gbvemment 
expect  to  get  New  Zealand  settled  under  such  a 

Sstem  as  that?  If  the  system  were  continued 
e  country  would  never  be  settled.  He  objected 
to  the  passing  of  such  Bills.  Whilst  the  South 
Island  was  vastly  endowed,  and  its  people  were 
besoming  richer  every  day,  there  were  people  in 
the  KorUi  who  found  it  impossible  to  get  a  ringle 
thing  dona  in  the  shape  of  public  works.  The 
ioos  of  settlers  were  growing  grey,  and  were  now 


as  far  as  ever  from  obtaining  that  consideration 
which  they  ought  to  receive  ;  and  why  ?  Simplj 
because  the  land  was  being  set  aside  as  reserves 
for  the  benefit  of  another  portion  of  the  colony. 
The  system  was  radically  wrong,  and  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  the  matter  into  its  own  hands, 
provide  one  general  Harbour  Bill  for  the  colony, 
and  devise  a  system  of  raising  moneys  sufficient 
to  keep  those  harbours  open,  without  making 
special  reserves  for  them. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Marsden  spoke  under  a  feeling  of  irritation 
which  he  hardly  thought  was  caused  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  quiet  little  Bill  under  discussion. 
He  told  them  that  when  he  brought  forward  a 
similar  proposal  it  was  not  listened  to ;  but 
the  House  would  remember  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  wanted  to  set  aside  the  whole  of  the 
North  of  Auckland.  Why  did  not  the  honor- 
able gentleman  take  the  advice  given  him  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikato,  and  bring  in 
specific  Bills  for  specific  harbours?  Then,  no 
doubt,  he  would  have  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment the  same  amount  of  support  which  they 
gave  to  other  similar  proposals.  The  honorable 
gentleman  said  that  if  lie  brought  forward  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  it  would  not  be  assented  to.  His 
assertion  was  made  altogether  regardless  of  facts. 
If  he  brought  forward  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the 
particular  harbour,  he  would  get  the  same  jus- 
tice that  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  got. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  brought  forward 
his  motion,  he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  told  him  it  was 
pure  bunkum  —  that  he  might  as  well  have 
taken  in  the  whole  of  the  South  Island  and  the 
Chatham  Islands  as  welL  The  honorable  gentle- 
man was  very  indignant  because  his  proposal  to 
set  aside  endowments  for  harbours  north  of  Auck- 
land was  not  agreed  to ;  and  what  did  he  say  now  ? 
That  no  reserves  for  harboun  should  be  made, 
and  that  the  colony  should  provide  funds  for  the 
management  of  all  the  harbours.  If  that  were 
so,  why  did  he  bring  forward  his  Bill  at  all?  The 
honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  forget  what  he 
had  said  on  previous  occasions.  As  far  as  he  (Mr. 
Sheehan)  was  concerned,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  bring  forward  any  specific  case  in  his 
district,  and  show  that  there  was  a  fair  daim,  he 
would  have  the  same  support  from  the  Govern- 
ment which  every  other  honorable  member  would 
get,  entirely  apart  from  the  question  whether  he 
was  a  supporter  of  theirs  or  not. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  thought  that  the  Native 
Minister  had  been  rather  hard  upon  the  honor- 
able and  gallant  baronet  He  did  not  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  meant  to  raise  the  question 
which  was  raised  a  few  days  previously.  He 
simplv  said  this  was  one  of  a  class  of  Bills  which 
would  localize  a  great  part  of  the  land  revenue  of 
the  Middle  Island.  He  sympathized  with  him 
to  a  very  large  extent,  and  he  went  entirely  with 
his  honorable  friend  the  Native  Minister  in  saying 
that,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  brought 
down  a  Bill  to  localize  a  defined  tract  of  waste 
]BJid  for  a  defined  purpose,  it  would  have  been 
the  duty  of  the  House,  in  accordance  with  the 
line  it  had  taken  up  this  session,  to  pass  his  BilL 
He  would  have  voted  for  it^  and  he  felt  sore  his 
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honorable  fnend  the  Natiye  Minister  would  hare 
Toted  for  it  also.  But  lie  did  not  think  the  fact 
that  neither  the  honorable  and  gallant  baronet,  nor 
any  other  member  from  hb  part  of  the  country, 
had  chosen  to  bring  down  a  Bill  of  the  kind,  was 
any  reason  why  this  Bill  should  not  pass.  He 
happened  to  know  something  about  this  Kakanui 
Harbour,  and,  if  he  might'  be  allowed  briefly  to 
state  to  the  House  the  facta  connected  with  it,  he 
thought  it  would  pass  the  Bill  without  dispute. 
The  Kakanui  Harbour  works  were  constructed  out 
of  provincial  funds.  The  proposal  to  make  the 
harbour  was  ridiculed  from  the  rery  beginning, 
but  the  harbour  was  a  grand  success.  It  was  said 
at  first  that  the  scheme  was  impracticable,  and 
that  it  would  cost  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  J  but  steamers  were  now  running  every  day 
between  Kakanui  and  Dunedin.  He  I^  been  to 
Kakanui,  and  he  was  satisfied  of  the  success  of 
the  harbour.  It  was  an  omdoubted  success,  and 
was  the  pioneer  of  a  system  of  harbour  construc- 
tion on  the  river  lagoons  in  the  Middle  Island 
the  yalue  of  which  it  was  impossible  at  that 
moment  to  estimate.  He  hoped  the  arguments 
of  the  honorable  and  gallant  baronet,  which  were 
right  in  the  main,  woi9d  not  be  allowed  to  inter- 
fere with  this  Bill.  If  the  question  came  up  in 
such  a  form  as  had  been  indicated  by  the  honor- 
able and  gallant  baronet,  he  would  assist  him  to 
the  utmost  in  getting  such  a  system  applied  to 
the  North  Island  as  they  were  endeavouring  to 
apply  in  a  moderate  form  to  the  Middle  Island. 

Mr.  BOWE  said  that  if  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine  considered  the  different  circum- 
stances in  which  the  North  Island  and  the  South 
Island  were  placed  he  would  go  a  little  further, 
and  say,  **  If  you  have  not  land  to  set  apart  for 
making  harbours,  I  will  assist  you  to  get  the 
money  to  make  them  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund."  He  would  not  oppose  the  Bill.  He 
approved  of  it,  because  he  approved  of  the  prin-' 
oiple  that  land  should  be  set  aside  for  these  pur- 
poses. He  hoped  when  that  was  being  done  his 
honorable  friends  who  represented  the  Southern 
Island  in  that  House  would  remember  that  the 
North  Island  had  no  land  to  set  aside  as  endow- 
ments for  such  a  purpose.  The  improvements 
which  were  required  to  be  made  in  the  harbours 
of  the  North  Island  were  quite  as  imperative  as 
in  the  case  of  the  harbour  to  which  this  Bill 
referred.  It  was  useless  to  ask  for  endowments, 
because  the  land  was  not  there ;  but  he  trusted 
that,  while  he  assisted  his  southern  friends  to  get 
such  Bills  as  this  through  the  House,  they  would 
by-and-br,  when* claims  were  preferred  for  the 
North  Island,  assist  in  getting,  if  not  land,  at  any 
rate  money  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for 
them,  so  that  each  Island  might  be  placed  on  an 
equality.  He  would  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BEES  said  that,  if  the  honorable  member 
for  Marsden  were  desirous  of  furthering  the 
hopes  which  his  district  had  for  a  long  time 
entertained  of  having  its  harbour  improved,  he 
would  do  well  this  session  to  bring  down  some 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  the  harbour. 
He  believed  there  were  Government  lands  in  the 
North  Island  which  could  be  devoted  for  the 
Mr.  Wakefield 


purposes  of  endowment  just  as  well  as  the  lands 
which  were  being  used  in  the  South.  He  felt 
that  the  northern  harbours  should  be  provided 
for  as  well  as  the  southern  ones.  If  the  honor- 
able member  for  Marsden  would  accept  of  any 
assistance  from  him  he  would  be  happy  to  give 
it,  and  he  would  be  prepared  to  draft  a  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  endowing  his  harbour  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  show  him  that  there 
were  lands  available  within  any  reasonable  dis- 
tance. As  he  had  said,  he  would  undertake  to 
draft  a  Bill  and  to  assist  in  passing  it  through 
the  House,  provided  that  there  was  any  land 
available.  He  did  not  wish  the  Bill  to  apply  to 
any  particular  harbour,  but  to  all  in  the  North 
Island.  He  would  be  very  happy  to  assist  in 
setting  aside  particular  blocks  of  land  for  the 

Surpose  of  improving  the  harbours  in  the  North 
sland. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

FOREST  TREES  PLANTING  BILL. 

Mr.  HARPER  moved.  That  Mr.  Speaker  do 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  might  go 
into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  he  could  not  agree  with  this 
Bill.  It  simply  meant  that  money  should  be 
given  to  those  who  had  money,  because  those 
who  went  in  for  forest-planting  were  generally 
men  who  had  money.  It  was  proposed  to  give 
two  acres  for  every  one  that  was  planted,  and 
consequently  a  man  might  get  double  the  number 
of  acres  of  land  that  he  held  provided  that  he 
planted  a  few  blue-gum  trees.  He  could  not 
support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  imagined  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  had  sufficient  time  to  consider  the 
BiU,  and  therefore  he  would  more  that  it  be 
committed  on  Thursday  next. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  that,  as  a  question  of 
giving  so  much  land  as  payment  for  so  much 
work  done,  it  ^vas  absurd  to  offer  to  give  two 
acres  for  every  one  that  was  planted.  There  was 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  connected  with 
the  planting  of  forests.  Perhaps  it  would  suit 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  if  plant- 
ing were  stopped  altogether.  If  the  idea  was  to 
encourage  those  who  had  the  means  to  continue 
planting,  they  would  not  be  offered  very  much 
encouragement  if  they  were  only  to  be  given  two 
acres  for  every  one  they  planted.  The  planting 
of  trees  was  beneficial  to  the  whole  of  the  colony. 
As  they  all  knew,  the  forests  affected  the  rainfiftll ; 
and  in  Canterbury,  at  any-rate,  there  were  many 
places  in  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  raise 
forests  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  rain.  The 
amount  of  land  given  appeared  to  bear  no  pro- 
portion to  the  work  done.  If  it  was  for  State 
purposes  and  for  the  good  of  the  country  in 
general  that  trees  should  be  planted,  he  did  not 
think  they  should  take  into  consideration  the 
amount  of  land  given.  If  it  was  considered  by 
the  House  not  desirable  to  plant  trees  as  a  Stat« 
matter,  then  let  them  give  no  land  at  all. 

Mr.  REID  said  the  carrying  out  of  the  measure 
would  depend  greatly  upon  the  existing  regula- 
tions. In  regara  to  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  that  the  land- 
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xmght  be  planted  with  blue-gams  or  poplars,  he 
did  not  tlunk  that  would  be  the  case.  The  land 
most  be  planted  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
approTed  bj  the  G-OTemor  in  Council.  These 
regulations  were  now  in  existence,  and  in  each 
case  the  person  about  to  plant  vould  have  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  the  GoTcmor  as  to  the 
character  of  the  trees  to  be  planted.  He  thought 
that  would  be  a  rery  good  safeguard;  but  he 
thought  the  Bill  should  go  further,  and  provide 
that  the  QoTemor  should  hare  power  to  give 
his  approral  as  to  localities  in  which  the  trees 
should  be  planted.  There  were  many  localities 
in  which  the  planting  of  trees  might  be  a  public 
benefit,  while  there  were  other  localities  adjacent 
to  native  forests  in  which  the  planting  of  trees 
would  not  be  beneficial.  He  thought  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  went  too  far  in 
objecting  to  the  Bill  altogether.  There  was  a 
general  feeling,  and  a  well-grounded  feeling,  that 
some  amount  of  plantation  was  very  necessary  in 
this  country.  The  feeling  had  gone  so  far  that 
the  Assembly  had  passed  a  Bill  to  enable  the 
Goremment  to  undertake  the  planting  of  State 
forests.  If  they  adopted  this  Bill,  and  if  the 
CK>Temor  had  the  power  of  determining  in  what 
part  of  the  country  forests  should  be  planted, 
they  would  obtain  a  far  more  economical  mode  of 
planting  the  forests,  and  they  would  be  better 
oonserred,  than  if  the  work  were  undertaken  by 
the  GK>Temment.  ^Therefore  he  would  be  disposed 
to  support  the  committal  of  this  Bill  and  the 
passing  of  it  through  Committee.  He  believed 
that  it  provided  a  most  economical  and  most 
efficacious  way  of  procuring  plantations  in  the 
country.  He  looked  upon  the  system  of  forest- 
planting  undertaken  by  the  State  as  one  likely  to 
lead  to  very  great  expense,  and  there  would  be 
great  difficulty  in  conserving  the  forests  without 
very  great  expense  to  the  country.  He  did  not 
say  that  the  existing  regulations  were  all  that 
were  required — they  might  be  amended  very  con- 
siderably ;  but  that  was  a  matter  of  detail,  which 
could  be  considered  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  agree  to 
the  adjournment,  inasmuch  as  the  Minister  for 
Lands  was  not  able  to  be  present,  and  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  spiking  upon  the  Bill. 
It  did  not  go  to  the  principle  of  forest-planting : 
it  went  merely  to  the  question  of  the  land  to  be 
granted ;  and  therefore  he  thought  the  Minister 
lor  Lands  ought  to  be  present.  No  time  would 
be  lost  by  adjourning  the  committal  of  the  Bill 
until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  thought  it  would  be  a  pity  to 
put  off  the  committal  of  the  Bill  at  this  period 
of  the  session.  The  argument  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  was  to  the  effect  that 
St  was  a  waste  of  the  public  estate  to  give  two 
acres  of  land  for  one  that  was  planted,  whereas 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
said  very  truly  that  this  Bill  did  not  affect  the 
principle  of  the  law  so  far  as  regarded  the 
amount  of  land  to  be  given  for  every  acre  planted, 
but  only  encouraged  the  planting  of  larger  areas. 
Those  who  took  an  interest  in  the  question  of 
planting  knew  very  well  that  the  law  was  not 
wanted  to  encourage  merely  ornamental  bits  of 


planting.  They  were  chiefly  an  advantage  to  the 
persons  who  planted  them;  and  yet  a  certain 
area  of  land  was  given,  by  the  old  Bill,  to  the 
person  who  might  plant  a  very  small  amount  of 
land.  The  great  object  to  be  obtained  was  to 
encourage  such  plantations  as  would  really  have 
an  effect  upon  the  whole  country-side.  Wherever 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  had  been  put  in  force, 
he  could  venture  to  say  that  it  had  been  found 
beneficial  in  every  case.  He  never  heard  of  a  case 
in  which  any  one  had  objected  to  land  beine  ob- 
tained by  those  who  were  putting  in  plantations. 
He  had  heard  a  great  many  people  complain  that 
the  Act  did  not  sufficiently  encourage  large  plan- 
tations. The  question  for  the  House  to  deter- 
mine was,  whether  it  would  pay  the  State  to  give 
as  much  land  as  would  encourage  such  large 
plantations  as  would  really  be  a  benefit  to  the 
country.  He  hoped  that  the  Bill  would  not  be 
postponed,  as  he  thought  it  would  endanger 
the  passing  of  the  BiU  at  this  stage  of  the 
session. 

Bir.  HABPEB  said  that  the  Bill  had  been 
discussed  on  the  second  reading,  and  was  after- 
wards referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committtee, 
who  reported  it  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. He  did  not  think  that  anything  would  be 
gained  by  delay.  The  late  Minister  for  Lands 
was  a  member  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
who  had  considered,  the  matter  in  all  its  bear- 
ingfl.  Under  the  regulations  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  a  person  could 
not  obtain  a  erant  of  .land  until  he  had  received 
a  certificate  from  the  person  employed  by  the 
Governor  to  the  effect  that  the  trees  had  been 
properly  planted ;  that  they  were  of  a  proper 
character ;  that  they  were  tluree  years  old,  and  in 
a  proper  state  of  growth  at  the  time.  And  the 
applicant  was  precluded  from  using  the  land  for 
any  other  purpose  than  the  planting  of  trees.  If 
these  regulations  were  strictly  carried  out,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  there  could  be  no  possible 
danger  of  any  very  large  portion  of  the  waste, 
lands  of  the  Crown  being  taken  up  by  persons 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  unless  for  pur- 
poses of  bond  fide  planting.  There  were  as  yet 
but  a  very  few  hundred  acres  of  land  applied 
for,  and  it  was  not  likelv  that  this  Bill  would 
seriously  affect  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown.  If 
people  were  prepared  to  plant  Iftrge  tracts  of  land 
according  to  the  regulations  laid  down  for  that 
purpose,  he  thought  they  were  fairly  deserving  of 
the  amount  of  land  proposed  to  be  given  to  them. 
He  thought  the  Bill  might  be  committed,  seeing 
that  it  had  already  been  discussed  upon  the 
second  reading,  that  it  had  been  referred  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  that  it  had  been 
returned  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'presently* 
stand  part  of  the  question ; "  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


26 
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Siraih  Taieri  and 
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Atb8. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Curti§, 
Mr.  De  Laatour, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomerj, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Ajnslej, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  B«id, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  SteTens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Travers, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
Teller*. 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Bolleston. 


K0E8. 


Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  £.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunnj, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  FiAer, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgldnson, 
Mr.  Horsthouse, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 


Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

Teller*, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired, 
and  the  Bill  considered  in  €lommittee. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  giren  to  sit 
again. 

BTBATH  TAIEBI  AND  CLYDE  BAILWAY 
BILL. 

Mr.  TYKE  moTed,  That  the  Chairman  do 
leave  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  going  into 
Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MoLBAN  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
opposing  the  committal  of  the  Bill  —  on  the 
oontraiT,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  measure  ;  hut 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  it  to  accept  an  amendment,  placing  in 
the  hEtnds  of  the  Groremment  the  option  of  de- 
ciding, after  due  inquiry,  which  line  should  be 
selected.  The  amendment  be  would  propose 
would  not  have  the  efibct  of  postponing  the  con- 
struction of  the  line.  If  it  were  found,  after  sur- 
veys had  been  made  and  full  inquiries  entered 
into,  that  the  Strath  Taieri  line  was  preferable  to 
the  Falmerston  line,  then  the  Gt>vemment,  under 
his  proposal,  would  be  enabled  to  proceed  with 
that  line.  He  did  not  think  there  could  be  any 
objection  to  that  course.  The  line  from  Fal- 
merston had  always  been  understood  to  be  the 
one  that  was  to  be  made ;  in  fact,  tenders  had 
already  been  invited  for  a  section  of  it. 

Mr.  BEID  was  satisfied  with  the  line  fixed  in 
the  Bill,  but  he  thought  the  proposals  in  the  5th, 
6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  sections  were  not  desirable. 
He  had  no  objection  whatever  to  laud  being  set 
apart,  if  necessaij,  to  recoup  the  money  expended 
in  the  construction  of  this  railway;  but  ne  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  feeling  that  this  line 
should  be  constructed  by  the  Colonial  Gbvem- 
J£r.  Harper 


ment,  and  that  any  proposal  which  handed  over 
the  line  to  the  various  County  Councils,  and  which 
would  enable  them  to  borrow  money  at  this  high 
rate  of  interest,  and  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  the  railway,  would  not  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  country.  They  knew,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  the  country  would  have  to  pay  for  the 
railway  in  the  shape  of  land,  and  it  was  in  the 
interests  of  the  country,  and  of  every  one  con- 
cerned, that  the  work  should  be  undertaken  hj 
the  Government  and  carried  out  by  them.  It 
would  be  impossible,  during  the  ensuing  recess, 
for  them  to  do  more  than  get  details  of  surveys, 
plans, and  estimates.  In  the  meantime  there  could 
be  no  harm  in  passing  the  Bill,  which  would 
set  the  land  aside  as  security.  When  he  said 
that,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  land  was 
now  practically  set  aside,  as  it  was  not  open  for 
sale.  The  land  being  occupied  in  the  meantime 
did  not  afiect  the  question,  for  it  was  not  likely 
to  be  open  for  sate  at  all  events  for  the  next  two 
or  three  years.  The  present  leases  would  expire 
in  a  very  short  perioa,  and  seeing  that  the  rail- 
way was  to  be  made  through  these  lands,  it 
would  be  as  well,  before  the  lands  were  sold, 
that  the  railway  should  be  open.  By  that  means 
a  better  price  for  the  land  would  be  secured. 
But  he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  waste  of  the 
public  revenue  to  hand  over  the  raising  of  the 
loans  and  the  management  of  them  to  the  County 
Councils,  and  for  that  reason,  when  in  Committee, 
he  would  test  the  opinion  of  the  House  in  regard 
to  the  sections  he  had  named :  otherwise  he  quite 
approved  of  the  provision  that  this  land  should 
be  set  apart  in  order  that  a  railway  might  be  eon- 
strucCed  to  the  interior  of  the  Frorinceof  Otago. 

Mr.  FYKE  said  that  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouati  would  more 
properly  form  the  subject  of  discussion  in  Com- 
mittee. With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  he  quite  agreed 
that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  Government 
should  undertake  the  construction  of  this  railway ; 
but  the  further  proposal  that  the  counties  might 
construct  the  line  had  been  adopted  as  a  dernier 
reesort,  seeing  that  the  Government  would  not 
undertake  the  duty. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

nr  OOMHITTBB. 

Clause  18. — Bailway  Trust  may  pledge  pro- 
ceeds of  reserves. 

Mr.  MURBAY  moved.  That  the  words  "  seven 
per  centum  "  be  omitted,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting "  five  per  centum." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         25 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 


Ayes. 

I  Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
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Mr.  Bannj, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hialop, 
Mr.  HodgkinsoD, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lurnaob, 
Mr.  Lamtden, 
Mr.Losk, 


Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Teechemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  De  Lantour, 
Mr.  Pjke. 

Nobs. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Beid, 


Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wbitaker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Bollestou. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Hous0  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  to 
one  o'doek  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL. 

WednesdU^,  1th  November,  1877. 


Fint  Beadiofi— Second  B«Mliog— Third  Beftding— Public 
Health  Bin— New  Pl^onth  Harboar  Board  Bill— 
Education  Beterres  BaU— Edocation  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half  • 
past  two  o'clock. 

PBATBB8. 

PIBST  BEADINaS. 
Wjndham   Becreation    Beserre    Bill,    Patea 
Harbour  Board  Bill,  Strath  Taieri  and  Clyde 
BaUway  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Wyndham  Show-Ground  BilL 

THIBD  BEADING'. 
Domicile  Bill. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  BILL, 
On  the  motion  that  this  Bill  be  further  con- 
odered  in  Committee  presently. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said  this  measure 
should  be  deferred.  Before  it  proceeded  further 
he  thought  honorable  members  should  hare  some 
information  as  to  its  origin.  It  appeared  that 
tlM  people  interested  knew  nothing  whatever 
about  it,  and  sereral  meetings  within  the  City  of 
Ohnttchnrch  and  the  surburban  districts  com- 
prised within  Uie  drainage  district  were  totally 
avOTM  to  the  Bill  being  passed.  He  had  tried  to 
find  oat  from  whom  the  Bill  emanated,  and  he 
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was  told  from  the  Drainnge  Bonrd.  He  thought 
the  Drainage  Board,  who  were  the  Local  Board 
of  Health,  should  not  bring  forward  such  a 
Bill  without  giring  due  notice  to  the  people 
interested.  The  preamble  said,  "And  whereas 
it  is  expedient  to  make  further  proyieion  for 
supplying  the  Christohurch  Drainage  Board, 
as  a  Local  Board  of  Health,  with  funds  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act."  He 
did  not  think  that  that  was  at  all  necessary,  as 
they  were  already  provided  for.  Bather  than 
that  power  should  be  given  to  levy  rates,  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Christohurch  would 
be  prepared  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Local  Board  of  Health  Act,  and  the  Boad  Boards 
of  the  suburban  districts  included  in  the  drain- 
age  district  said  they  would  do  the  same  with- 
out further  rating  power.  Formerly  the  road 
districts  comprised  within  the  drainage  district 
levied  Is.  in  the  pound,  and  with  that  they  did 
all  the  work  that  the  Drainage  Board  was  doing, 
although  perhaps  not  so  well ;  and  they  also  kept 
the  rcMuls  in  repair.  Now  the  Boad  Boards 
levied  up  to  the  extent  of  Is.,  and  the  Drainage 
Board  up  to  the  extent  of  5d.  in  the  pound.  Yet 
the  Drainage  Board  asked  for  power  to  levy  a  fur* 
ther  rate  of  2d.  in  the  pound,  but  the  people  did 
not  like  this.  He  believed  that  the  reason  why 
the  Cbristchurch  Drainage  Board  had  the  powers 
of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  ffiven  to  them 
was  simply  because  they  had  machiDery  at  their 
command  by  which  the  functions  of  the  Local 
Board  of  Health  could  be  carried  out ;  and  they 
also  had  the  funds,  because  subsection  4  of  the 
16th  clause  of  the  Public  Health  Act  said, — 

"  For  directing  the  same  Vid  all  other  expenses 
incurred  by  such  Board  in  the  due  execution  of 
this  part  of  this  Act  to  be  paid  out  of  the  general 
city,  town,  borough,  or  district  rates,  or  out  of  any 
rates  or  any  moneys  applicable  by  the  Board  to 
the  purposes  of  improving  the  city,  town,  borough, 
or  aistrict,  or  otherwise  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Local  Board." 

Therefore  he  maintained  that  there  was  no  ooca* 
sion  whatever,  this  year  at  all  events,  to  impose 
further  taxation,  and  it  would  be  far  better  if  this 
Bill  were  dropped.  Sanitary  mensures  would  not 
be  neglected,  because  the  Local  Board  of  Health 
was  the  Drainage  Board,  and  they  would  attend 
to  matters  affecting  health;  and  he  thought  a 
rate  of  5d.  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  pay  aU  the 
expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the  Local  Board 
of  Health.  He  really  could  not  see  what  the 
extra  expenses  were,  for  the  Drainage  Board 
were  bound  to  keep  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  for 
their  own  purposes.  He  looked  through  Hansard 
to  see  why  it  was  first  mooted  that  the  Drainage 
Board  should  be  the  Board  of  Health,  and  the 
only  reason  he  found  was  that  the  Drainage 
Board  had  the  machinery  ai&d  funds  at  tlieir 
disposal  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  works. 
He  maintained  that  provision  had  been  made,  and 
there  was  no  occasion  for  anything  further,  at 
all  events  until  the  people  interested  had  some- 
thing to  say  in  the  matter.  He  had  copies  of 
resolutions  passed  at  a  public  meeting  held  on  the 
&5th  ultimo,  at  Cbristchurch.  These  had  been 
sent  to  other  honorable  members.     He  also  had  a 
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resolation  pns^ed  nt  a  meeting  held  at  Knij>ht8- 
town,  in  the  Avow  District,  to  the  effect  Ihat  the 
people  there  did  not  wish  this  Bill  to  be  further 
considered  until  they  had  bad  an  opportunity  of 
•diflcussinj^  the  matter.  He  had  received  infor- 
mation that  at  other  places  comprised  within  the 
drainage  district  the  residents  were  about  to  hold 
meetings.     Ue  did  not  say  now  whether  he  ap- 

S roved  of  transferring  the  duties  of  the  Lodsd 
oard  of  Health  to  the  Corporation  or  Boad 
Boards ;  but  he  thought  the  Bill  should  be  de- 
ferred, more  especially  as  the  people  desired  it. 
Therefore  he  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  further 
considered  in  Conimitt^e  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  believed  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  said  to  be  thoroughly 
correct,  ana  indorsed  the  opinions  in  communi- 
cations he  had  received  from  the  Municipality  of 
Christ  church,  and  from  private  individuals.  The 
people  there  were  very  much  opposed  to  this 
Bill,  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would  allow  it  to 
be  either  discharged,  or  postponed  until  the  re- 
turn of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley,  who  were  now  in  Christchurch,  and 
po^sibl^  might  brin^  back  some  important  in- 
formation. H  the  Bill  were  postponed  for,  say, 
ten  days,  that  would  give  ample  time  for  its 
reconsideration. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  had  great  plea- 
flure  in  supporting  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Peacock.  He  had  received  copies  of  resolutions 
passed  at  a  public  meeting  held  on  the  26th 
instant  at  Christchurch,  which  were  aa  follow : — 
**  City  Council  Office, 
"  Christc^iurch,  26tli  October,  1877. 

**  1.  In  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is  expe- 
dient that  the  Bill  now  before  the  Assembly, 
intituled  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act, 
flhould  not  be  proceeded  with  until  such  time 
as  the  ratepayers  of  the  district  concerned  have 
had  time  afforded  to  them  to  consider  the  same. 

*'2.  That  this  meeting  protests  against  any 
additional  rating  powef  mr  local  purposes  being 
given  to  any  body  outside  the  City  Council  for 
the  City  of  Christchurch. 

"  3.  Tiiat,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  powers  to  be  exercised  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  should  be  vested  in  the 
Christchurch  City  Council  within  the  city,  leaving 
the  remainder  of  the  drainage  district  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Drainage  Board. 

"  4.  That  it  is  desirable  that  copies  of  all  Bills 
introduced  into  Parliament  affecting  Municipali- 
ties should  be  furnished  by  the  Government  to 
such  bodies  as  soon  «m  printed. 

"  5.  That  His  Worship  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  forward  the  above  resolutions  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  and  City  members,  with  a  request  that 
effect  may  be  giveh  to  the  same  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  "  W.  Haskins, 

*•  Town  Clerk." 

In  his  opinion  it  was  very  desirable  that,  before 
Bills  of  this  kind  were  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment, the  people  should  have  notice  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  promoters.  This  was  the  second  Bill 
from  Christchurch  which  had  been  introduced 
without  the  sanction  and  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  people.  The  other  Bill  was  withdrawn, 
Son.  Mr,  Feaoook 


and  he  hoped  this  would  be,  or  be  reoommitted 

that  day  three  months^ 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  to 
remit  this  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee  would  only 
be  to  entail  upon  that  Committee  an  amount  of 
very  unsatisfactory  work.  To  put  it  off  until  the 
return  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  would  practically 
bo  to  include  it  in  the  usual  annual  slaughter  of 
innocents,  which  he  apprehended  would  commence 
within  a  very  few  days  in  this  as  well  as  in  an- 
other place  ;  for  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  Go- 
vernment would,  towards  the  end  of  next  week, 
be  in  a  position  to  advise  His  Excellency  to  pro- 
rogue. This  Bill  was  one  of  those  which  showed 
them  the  extreme  difficulty,  at  all  events  in  the 
initiation  of  a  new  system,  of  laying  down  rules 
which  would  generally  be  acceptable  in  the  va- 
rious  centres  of  the  colony ;  but  it  would  be  his 
duty,  as  long  as  he  had  anything  to  do  with  these 
matters,  to  take  no  step  in  a  direction  in  which 
people  felt  so  much  interested  without  endeavour- 
ing to  ascertain  what  vras  really  the  state  of  feel- 
ing in  the  part  of  the  country  affected.  To  show 
what  had  been  done  in  this  case  he  would  de- 
scribe the  history  of  this  BilL  Last  year,  when 
the  Public  Health  Bill  was  under  consideration, 
the  representatives  of  the  City  of  Christchurch 
inserted  a  proviso  in  the  14th  clause,  by  which 
the  Christchurch  Drainage  Board,  which  had 
been  constituted  under  the  Act  of  1875,  was 
to  form  an  exception  to  the  whole  colony. 
Everywhere  else  the  Municipal  Council  was  the 
Board  of  Health,  but  the  Christchurch  Drainage 
Board  was  the  Board  of  Health  not  only  for 
the  city,  but  for  a  large  extent  of  the  environs, 
and  that  proviso  was  put  in  at  the  request  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Christchurch  Muni- 
cipality. Now,  from  documents  which  had  been 
distributed,  it  appeared  that  the  Municipality, 
which  had  changed  its  personnel  in  the  meantime, 
had  a  distinct  objection  to  that  proviso  of  the 
Bill  this  year.  So  it  became  not  only  difficult 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  people  who  were 
concerned  in  these  matters,  but  their  views  from 
one  year  to  another  entirely  and  radically  changed. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  made  inquiries  in 
the  various  districts  about,  and  he  found  that  the 
local  bodies  were  all  willing  to  be  Boards  of 
Health,  and  the  Municipality  was  exceedingly 
eager  to  be  the  Board  of  Health.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Drainage  Board  said, "  If  we  have  to 
carry  out  the  law,  we  must  have  funds.  We 
have  incurred  expenses  already  on  the  faith  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  last  year,  which  gave  us 
those  powers ;  and,  to  carry  out  the  law  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  we  must  be  enabled  to  raise 
rates."  Whether  it  was  a  disinclination  to  part 
with  power  of  any  kind,  or  unwillingness  to  form 
an  exception  to  the  rule  throughout  the  colony, 
or  a  not  unnatural  dislike  to  rating,  he  did  not 
know ;  but  when  the  question  of  providing 
funds  for  carrying  out  the  Act  was  brought  for- 
ward, the  Municipality  would  have  nothing  more 
to  do  with  it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Dramage 
Board  would  not  accept  the  proposition  to  lei^ 
the  rates  in  the  suburban  districts  and  to  let  the 
Municipality  have  the  power  within  the  borou^. 
Practically,  there  was  no  reasonable  oompromiae 
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that  anTbodj  concerned  would  agree  to.  Having 
referred  it  to  the  late  Superintendent  of  Canter- 
bary,  haring  aeked  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Richard- 
son— who  had  taken  a  very  great  deal  of  interest 
in  this  matter — and  of  Mr.  SteTens,  who,  he  be- 
liered,  drew  up  that  proriso,  as  well  as  of  seyeral 
other  gentlemen  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  he  came  to  this  conclusion :  that,  at 
least,  it  would  be  wiser  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go 
on  for  this  jear,  and  to  provide  funds  until  some 
other  provision  was  made.  He  had  come  to  the 
Council  prepared  to  put  the  Bill  through  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  tnink  there  would  be  any  ar- 
gument against  that  of  the  want  of  funds.  There 
was  no  other  waj  of  providing  them  except  by 
rates.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  would  confine 
his  opposition  this  year  ^  modifying  the  rates 
—  which  he  believed,  after  all,  to  be  at  the 
bottom  of  the  opposition  —  and  seek  to  alter 
that  in  Committee,  he  would  be  disposed  to 
support  him.  But  the  responsibility  of  de- 
termining the  exact  amount  of  reduction  must 
He  with  the  honorable  gentleman,  because  he 
had  no  means  whatever  of  ascertaining  what  was 
likely  to  be  the  expenditure,  and  how  low  a  rate 
would  meet  it.  As  opinions  appeared  to  be  so 
fwnflicting  and  irreconcilable,  and  as  the  one 
positive  argument  of  a  want  of  money  was  an 
existing  fact  that  must  be  got  over,  he  thought 
the  honorable  gentleman  should  allow  the  Bill  to 
be  recommitted.  He  must  really  wash  his  hands 
of  the  matter  further.  He  could  not  say  whether 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  right ;  lie  did  not 
know  whether  the  system  of  drainage  required 
that  all  those  suburbs  should  be  included  in  the 
district;  and  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
Drainage  Board,  in  carrying  out  their  scheme 
of  works,  were  the  proper  people  to  form  the 
Board  of  Health.  Those  were  matters  on  which 
opinions  differed  so  much  that  he  must  really 
leave  all  responsibility  in  the  matter  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Peacock,  who  ought  to  know  more  about  it 
than  he  did.  It  was  a  purely  local  matter ;  but 
he  believed  that,  from  a  scientific  point  of  view, 
there  were  very  grave  reasons  for  believing  it 
would  be  hi§^ly  desirable  that  the  body  which 
managed  the  whole  of  tlie  drainage  sliould  also 
have  the  care  of  the  public  health. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  when  his 
hoocnmbie  and  gallant  friend  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary made  his  prophecy  as  to  the  speedy  termi- 
nation  of  the  session,  he  was  reminded  of  the 
expression  of  wonder  that  any  two  Boman 
Aiign»  eould  meet  each  other  without  laughing. 
He  looked  at  his  honorable  friend's  face,  and 
they  both  Uughed.  They  felt  that  the  "signs" 
in  Xhmt  times  did  not  enable  them,  or  any  one, 
to  predict  very  certainly  the  event  to  which  he 
Iff ei  red  with  becoming  confidence.  He  wished 
to  cay  one  word  about  this  Bill.  He  thought 
that  the  objections  to  it  were  of  what  an  honor- 
able member  called  a  "  parochial "  character.  It 
was  the  usual  disinclinatiun  to  pay  taxes. 
Honorable  members  would  recollect  that  the 
Pubhc  Health  Act  impoeed  certain  duties  upon 
mnnidipal  bodies  and  Highway  Boards  acting  as 
Local  Muds  of  Health ;  and  it  save  them  the 
powff  to  appropriate  a  portion  <^  their  muni- 


cipal or  district  fimds  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  costs  necessarily  incurred  in  each  local 
district  in  carrying  out  the  pi-ovisions  of  that 
Act.  If  the  present  arrangement  had  not  been 
operative,  the  City  of  Christchurch  and  the  sur- 
rounding districts  wliich  were  included  in  the 
drainage  district  would  in  each  case  have  had 
the  necessity  impoeed  upon  them  of  finding  the 
funds  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  in  their  respective  localities : 
that  was  to  say,  the  City  of  Christchurch  would 
have  been  obliged  to  find  funds  to  defray  the 
charges  for  the  inspection  of  nuisances,  for  drain- 
age, and  for  carrying  out  all  the  requirements  of 
the  Public  Health  Act «  and  t  he  suburban  districts 
in  the  neighbourhood  would  each  have  been  in 
the  same  position.  Honorable  gentlemen  would 
recollect  that  when  the  Public  Health  Act  was 
being  passed  an  amendment  was  made,  towards  the 
close  of  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  to  the  effect 
that,  instead  of  the  City  of  Christchurch  and  the 
respective  suburban  districts  each  being  made  a 
Board  of  Health,  a  Board  of  Health  was  formed 
of  the  Drainage  District  Board  of  Christchurch, 
which  district  included  the  city  and  several  sub- 
urban districts.  It  appeared  to  all  the  members 
representing  the  Canterbury  Provincial  District 
in  another  place,  and  to  the  honorable  gentlemen 
in  the  Council  who  also  had  a  knowledge  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Canterbury  District,  that  the 
arrangement  was  an  exceedingly  good  one,  espe- 
cially considering  the  peculiar  difficulties  in  carry- 
ing out  the  sanitary  regulations,  and  pariioularly 
those  relating  to  draining  in  Christchurch.  But 
the  Drainage  Board  found  that  it  hod  no  power 
to  apply  its  own  funds,  which  were  appropriated 
for  special  purposes,  towards  the  carrying  out  of 
the  Public  Health  Act ;  and  in  consequence  it  had 
been  obliged  to  use  funds  which  were  raised  for 
another  purpose  for  its  requirements  in  that  direc- 
tion— that  was  to  say,  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  not  in  one 
district,  but  over  all  the  districts  within  its  own 
jurisdiction.  Under  those  circumstances,  if  this 
Board  had  not  been  in  operation,  the  duty  would 
have  been  imposed  on  each  of  the  separate  Boards 
of  finding  the  necessary  funds  which  had  been 

Srovided  for  them  by  the  Drainage  Board  of  the 
istrict.  It  would  seem  fair,  therefore,  that  the 
provision  in  this  Bill  should  be  carried  out; 
that  the  Drainage  Board  should  be  recouped  the 
£500  which  it  had  already  expended,  nnd  that  a 
power,  which  a  great  many  of  the  Local  B<>ards 
would  like  to  have,  of  lexying  a  special  rate  for 
this  purpose  ^hould  be  conferred  upon  it.  The 
Bill  Has  promoted  by  an  honorable  gentleman  in 
another  place  who  was  a  representjitiye  of  Christ- 
church, and  might  be  assumed  to  be  in  a  position 
to  know  the  wishes  of  the  persons  interesttd  in 
the  matter. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'presently,* 
proposed  to  oe  omiUed,  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  reiult: — 

Ayes         18 

Noes        7 


Majority  for 


11 


Digitized  by 


Google 


u 


yew  Plymouth 


[COUNCIL]      Earhour  Board  Bill      [Nov.  7 


Ayes. 


Captnin  Baillie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Dr.  Q-i-ace, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Mp.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Williamson. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Robinson. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Nurse, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  was  coDsidered  in  Committee. 


NEW  PLYMOUTH  HARBOUR  BOARD 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moring 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  into  Committee  on  this  Bill,  said  he 
nad  to  make  an  explanation  to  the  Council  which 
he  did  not  expect  he  would  have  to  make — 
namely,  that  he  entirely  misled  the  Council  on  a 
matter  of  vei-y  great  importance  when  he  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  informed  the 
Council,  when  moving  the  second  reading,  that 
the  allocation  of  the  Land  Fund  made  by  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Act,  which  extended 
over  the  whole  colony  and  applied  to  the  Land 
Funds  of  all  the  provincial  districts,  made  a 
certain  definite  allocation  in  respect  to  the 
amount  which  was  to  be  paid  to  the  New  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  Board.  After  charging  the  Land 
Fund  in  all  the  districts  of  the  colony  alike — 
first,  with  the  expense  of  survey  and  administra- 
tion;  second,  with  interest  and  sinking  fund  on 
the  permanent  debt ;  third,  with  interest  on 
railways  •  fourth,  with  subsidies  to  County  Coun- 
cils and  Road  Boards  ;  fifth,  with  appropriations 
for  education — the  Act  proceeded  to  say,  as  the 
sixtch  charge,  "  In  the  case  of  Taranaki,  with  the 
percentage  payable  under  *Tho  New  Plymouth 
Harbour  Board  Act,  1874.* "  In  speaking  on  the 
second  reading,  he  had  said  he  did  not  expect 
that  any  considerable  sum  would  be  available  out 
of  the  Land  Fund  for  the  objects  of  the  Harbour 
Board,  because  it  had  pleased  the  Legislature  to 
impose  oliarges  under  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Act  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  prevent  the 
payment  of  any  considerable  part  of  the  Land 
Fund  for  a  long  time.  But  when  the  Bill  came 
before  the  Select  Committee  to  which  it  was  re- 
ferred, they  ascertained  that  the  Treasury  held 
the  exactly  contrary  opinion.  The  Treasury  held 
that  the  6th  subsection  of  the  4th  clause  of  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Act,  to  which  he  had 
referred,  did  not  prevent  the  25  per  cent,  which 
had  been  appropriated  out  of  Land  Fund  by  the 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  Ordinance,  being 
first  paid  over  to  tho  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Board  before  any  of  the  other  charges  were  paid ; 
and  the  Commii tee  were  informed  that  that  had 
been  the  practice,  and  was  now  actually  being 
done.    The  Committee  examined  the  Secretary  to 


the  Treasury  upon  that  point,  and  asked  hixxi^  if 
that  were  the  case,  what  then  was  the  meaning 
of  the  prohibition  which  appeared  to  be  made  in 
section  10  of  the  Financial  Arrangements  Act, 
which  section  referred  to  the  issue  of  Treasury 
bills  in  aid  of  the  Land  Fund,  where  the  Land 
Fund  was  not  itself  suflScient  to  meet  the  charges. 
The  prohibition  referred  to  was  as  follows  : — 

"Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  deemed  to 
authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills  for  the 
purpose  of  making  good  any  deficiency  in  the 
percentage  of  Land  Fund  payable  to  the  District 
of  Taranaki  under  *  The  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Board  Endowment  Act,  1874/  " 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  informed  the 
Committee  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Treasury 
these  words  were  surplusage,  and  section  12  of 
the  Act  was  imperative  ;  which  section  said, — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  with  respect 
to  the  appropriation  or  division  of  the  Land 
Fund  shall  be  deemed  to  alter  or  affect  the 
liability  of  the  colony  to  the  public  creditor,  or 
to  affect  any  permanent  appropriation  of  or 
charges  upon  such  revenue  under  any  law  in 
force  in  the  colony." 

The  Treasury  held  that,  this  bein^  a  permanent 
appropriation  under  a  law  in  force  in  the  colony, 
it  was  saved  by  the  12lh  clause.  The  Committee 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  ask  the  Treasury 
whether  that  interpretation  did  not  practically 
necessitate  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills  in  aid  of 
the  other  charges  upon  the  New  Plymouth  Land 
Fund,  and  they  found  that  that  was  the  case. 
And  now,  the  Treasury  bills  authorized  by  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Act  in  respect  to  the 
whole  colony  having  already  been  exhausted, 
the  Committee  found  that  the  process  by  which 
money  was  now  raised  fo^  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  charges  which  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Act  had  placed  upon  the  Land  Fund  of  Taranaki 
alike  with  the  Land  Funds  of  the  rest  of  the 
colony,  was  by  advances  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund ;  and,  on  referring  to  the  accounts  for  the 
quarter  which  had  just  expired,  they  found  that,  ^ 
in  accordance  with  that,  advances  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  had  been  made  to  carry  on  the 
surveys  and  pay  other  charges  on  the  Land  Fund 
of  the  Provincial  District  of  Taranaki,  wMle  25 

ger  cent,  of  the  cash  receipts  of  Land  Fund  had 
een  paid  over  to'  the  Harbour  Board.  Lookinjg 
to  the  Financial  Statement  of  the  present  year,  it 
was  seen  that,  whereas  the  estimated  revenue  for 
the  year  from  the  Land  Fund  of  Taranaki  was 
stated  at  £23,000,  the  charges  under  the  first 
five  subsections  of  section  4  in  the  Financial 
Arrangements  Act  amounted  to  about  £22,000 
or  £23,000,  while  a  sum  of  nearly  £6,000,  under 
the  designation  "  Miscellaneous,"  vras  to  be  paid 
over  in  cash  to  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Board  as  the  26  per  cent.  The  effect  of  that  was 
that,  the  cash  being  paid  over  in  the  first  instance 
to  the  New  PUmoutli  Harbour  Board,  the  colony 
had  to  provide  the  money  for  the  other  charges 
which  existed  under  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Act.  As  he  had  misled  the  Council  in  the  matter, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  this  explanation.  He 
did  not  himself  agree  in  the  interpretation  placed 
upon  the  Act  by  Uie  Treasury,  and  was  of  opinioxi 
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that  the  tme  reading  of  the  Act  was  to  charge  the 
25  per  cent,  alike  with  the  rest  of  the  charges, 
and  not  to  impoee  on  the  colony  the  diarges  of 
the  ordinary  interest,  and  even  of  the  adminis- 
tration and  surrejs,  in  order  that  the  payment 
in  cash  of  this  25  per  cent,  might  first  be  made 
OTer  to  the  Harbour  Board.  But,  whether  he 
was  right  in  the  interpretation  of  the  Fioanoial 
Arrangements  Act,  or  whether  the  Treasuiy  was 
right,  one  thine  was  certain,  that  the  Treasury 
operated  upon  its  own  interpretation,  and  that 
they  must  treat  the  case  as  if  the  law  were  as 
the  Treasury  had  described  it  to  be.  Although 
he  was  Tery  much  disappointed*  to  find  that  it 
had  pleased  the  Legislature — if  such  should  be 
the  true  interpretation — to  make  an  exceptional 
arrangement  in  favour  of  the  ProTineial  District 
of  Taranaki  at  the  same  time  that  it  had  pleased 
it  to  abolish  other  existing  charges,  as  for  in- 
stance the  percentage  formerly  payable  to  the 
Timaru  and  Gladstone  Board  of  Works,  yet  he 
did  not  allow  that  interpretation  of  the  law  to 
aifect  his  desire  that  the  Bill  should  be  proceeded 
with,  because,  as  he  had  said  when  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  in  his  opinion  this  was 
a  woi^  which  ought  to  be  carried  on,  even  if  it 
ihoold  haye  to  be  paid  for  altogether  by  the 
eolony.  In  reference  to  the  particular  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Committee,  he  found 
that  the  abolition  of  the  concurrent  power  of 
mortgage  could  only  be  brought  about  by  repeal- 
ing certain  clauses  of  the  Provincial  Ordinance, 
wbi^  he  would  propose  to  do  in  Committee  on 
the  Bill ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  other  recom- 
mendation, the  Council  would  perhaps  think  that 
the  danses  of  the  Provincial  Ordinance,  coupled 
with  **  The  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  Act, 
187V  ^^6  sufficient  security  in  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLM£S  suggested  that,  as 
the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  was  not  in 
the  hands  of  honorable  members,  the  committal 
of  the  Bill  should  be  postponed. 

Debate  adjourned. 

EDUCATION  RESERVES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  one 
which  had  connection  with  the  Education  Bill 
•tiU  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council.  The 
general  proposal  was  to  vest  in  certain  School 
Commiasioners  for  management  all  lands  already 
reserved  for  educational  purposes  in  each  pro- 
vincial district,  with  the  view  of  one-fourth  being 
devoted  to  higher  education  and  three-fourths  to 
the  ordinary  primary  education  of  the  country. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Education  Board  and  the 
Crown  Lands  Commissioners  were  the  Commis- 
nooera  for  arbitrating  between  those  two  interests 
of  primary  and  secondary  education  in  the  sub- 
division. It  was  provided  by  clause  9  that 
nothing  should  affect  any  lands  that  had  been 
granted  for  special  educational  or  special  school 
purposes.  The  mode  of  appointing  those  School 
Commissioners  was  laid  down  by  clause  11. 
Three  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
and  two  by  the  Board.  There  was  a  certiun 
amonut  of  inconsistency  between  the  14th  clause 
fuid  one  of  the  other  clauses,  which  could  be 


remedied  in  Committee.  The  intention  was  that 
nothing  but  the  sites  of  sohoolhouses  should  be 
vested  in  the  Boards.  There  might  be  a  little 
haziness  about  the  endowment  proposed  to  be 
made  for  primary  education  in  the  North  Island.- 
The  intention  was  that  5  per  cent,  of  the  waste 
lands  was  to  be  reserved  as  an  endowment  for 
the  maintenance  of  primary  education  ;  but  this 
would  be  a  diminishing  quantity,  and  it  would  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  fix  the  point  of  departure 
for  that  reservation.  The  Bill,  as  a  whole,  was 
rendered  necessary  by  the  present  colonial  edu- 
cation proposals.  And  it  would  commend  itself 
to  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  took  colonial 
views  on  the  subject  of  education,  and  perhaps 
to  some  who  had  strong  views  on  the  land  ques- 
tion throughout  the  country.  It  was  no  doubt  a 
Bill  which,  in  connection  with  the  Education  Bill, 
would  remedy  some  of  the  inequalilies  which  at 
present  existed  in  the  country,  and  would  make 
the  burden  of  education,  if  it  ever  became  a 
direct  one,  equal  throughout  the  country.  Feel* 
ing  that  this  was  a  just  principle,  he  would  have 
supported  it  even  if  the  measure  had  not  been 
adopted  by  the  present  Government.  But  he  must 
say  that  the  care  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  ' 
the  whole  subject  of  education  by  the  honorable 
eentleman  specially  in  charge  of  it  ought  not  to 
be  forgotten  in  this  country.  •  Even  emasculated 
as  the  Education  Bill  to  a  certain  extent  appeared 
to  be  when  it  came  to  the  Council,  it  was  a  piece 
of  legislation  which  promised  to  be  the  most 
successful  of  any  education  scheme  that  they  had 
yet  had  in  the  colonv.  He  hoped  the  Council 
would  agree  to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time,  and 
that  in  Committee  ho  would  have  the  assistance 
of  his  honorable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  in  remedying 
some  little  defects. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EDUCATION  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  8. — ^Expenses  of  administering  depart- 
ment to  be  appropriated  by  General  Assembly. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  moved.  That  this 
clause  be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  lollowing  re* 
suit:— 

Ayes         10 

Noes         10 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 

Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


AtB8. 

Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  WiUiajnson. 

Noes. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson. 


The  votes  being  equal,  the  Hon.  Major  RiOH* 
HOND,  C.B.,  gave  his  casting  vote  with  the  "  Ayes," 
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[Not.  7 


giving  the  following  reason  : —  The  votes  being 
equal,  I  will  not,  bj  my  individual  rote,  bring 
about  a  collision  between  the  two  Houses  upon 
this  question.  I  therefore  give  mj  vote  with  the 
"Ayes." 

The  clause  was  therefore  agreed  to  without 
amendment. 

Clause  63. — Election  of  School  Committees.' 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  moved  the  insertion  of 
the  following  as  the  Ist  subsection :  "  Where  it 
s!iall  be  determined  at  any  such  meeting  that  an 
election  of  a  School  Committee  shall  be  proceeded 
with  by  ballot,  then  the  cumulative  principle  of 
vo'.ing  shall  be  enforced  at  such  election,  and 
every  householder  shall  have  as  many  votes  at 
every  such  election  as  there  are  members  of  the 
Committee  to  be  elected,  and  shall  have  the  right 
of  giving  all  or  any  number  of  his  votes  in  favour 
of  one  person,  and  the  remainder  to  any  one 
otl>er  person  or  more  persons,  or  he  may  dis- 
tribute his  votes  amongst  the  several  persons  Xo 
be  elected  in  numbers  and  in  manner  as  he  shall 
think  at." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be   inserted    be   so   inserted ; "    upon   which   a 
.division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         9 

Noes         12 


Majority  against .. 


Colonel  Brett, 

Captain  Fraser, 

Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Ot.  B.  Johnson, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Nsatata, 
Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


Nobs. 


Captcdn  Baillie, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Mr.  Menries, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Faterson, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Dr.  Pollen. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  clause  as  printed  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOrSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVE8. 

WednetdcMf,  7th  November,  1877. 

First  B«ading8  —  Second  Beadings  —  Third  Besdings  — 
Pantkanni  Bailway  Station— Counties  Bill— Personal 
Explanation— Aorere  Tramway — Kington  and  Crom- 
well Railway— Kaikoura  Cattle— Parliamentary  Build- 
ings—Rirerton  and  Otautau  Railway— Dr.  Buller — 
L.  Letton— Catlin's  Biver  Telegraph— J.  Foley— Trust 
Funds— Sale  of  Spirits  to  Natives— Library— J^ative 
Marriages  Bill— Local  Option  Bill. 

The  AcTiNa-SPBAKBB  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
'   Pbayebs. 

JSbfi.  Colonel  Kenny 


FIRST  READINGS. 
Little  Biver  Cemetery  Bill,  Public  Works  and 
Immigration  Loans  Bill,  Domicile  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Penmsula  County  Bill,  Canterbury  Railways 
Land    Bill,  Mount  Cook  Road  Bill,    Hokonui 
Education  Reserve  Bill,    Masterton  and  Grey- 
town  Lands  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Canterbury  Rivers  BiU,  Christchurch  Reserves 
Bill,  Crown  Redress  Bill  (No.  2),  Thames  Water 
Supply  Bill,  Onehunga  Endowments  Bill. 

PURAKANUI  RAILWAY  STATION. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether,  before  fixing  the  rail- 
way station  at  Purakanui,  he  will  make  full 
inquiries  as  to  the  most  suitable  site  for  the 
public  convenience?  He  hoped  that,  as  the 
station  was  required,  the  Government  would, 
before  fixing  on  the  sit«,  take  care  that  the 
station  should  be  placed  in  the  position  most 
suitable  for  the  public  convenience. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  no  site  had  yet  been 
fixed  upon,  and  before  anything  was  done  he 
would  make  a  personal  inspection,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  which  site  would  be  best  adapted  for 
the  purpose  required. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

Mr.  FITZROY  asked  the  Govramment,  If  it  is 
their  intention  to  bring  down  an  Act  this  session 
to  amend  "  The  Counties  Act,  1876  "  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  there  was  already  in 
print  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Counties  Act,  but  it 
was  drawn  up  by  the  late  Government,  and  the 
prQ9ent  Government  oould  not  accept  it  in  its 
present  shape.  Another  Bill  would  be  brought 
forward  by  the  Government  before  the  end  of 
this  session. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  GISBORNE.— Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a 
short  explanation,  in  reference  to  the  division  on 
the  no-confidence  motion,  why  my  name  does 
not  appear  on  the  division  list  or  on  the  list  of 
pairs.  I  was  prevented  by  illness  from  attend*- 
ing  in  the  House  during  the  last  two  days,  but 
on  each  of  those  days  I  paired  to  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont, 
and  against  the  amendment  of  the  houorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers.  I  am  not  aware  why 
those  pairs  were  not  completed  or  allowed  to  be 
exercised  in  the  way  they  should  have  been. 

AORERE  TRAMWAY. 
Mr.  GIBBS,  in  movins  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  might  state  that  this  particular  part 
of  the  colony  had  very  great  claims  on  the  eon* 
sideration  of  the  House.  It  had  not  as  yet 
participated  in  the  benefits  •  which  had  aoomed 
from  the  large  Public  Works  policy,  the  same  as 
other  parts  of  New  Zealand.  The  district  was 
one  which  opened  up  a  fine  field  for  settlement, 
and  required  population.  He  had  been  fre- 
quently twitted  in  the  House  as  representing  a 
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9VJ  small  constitneiicy,  but,  if  this  concession 
were  made,  those  remarks  would  yerj  soon  cease 
to  applj.  As  the  principle  had  been  conceded  in 
MTcml  instances,  he  trusted  the  House  would 
pass  this  motioD.  It  was  a  fine,  timbered  coun- 
try, and  he  was  quite  confident  that,  if  the  pro- 
posed tramway  were  constructed,  the  result 
would  be  a  large  increase  in  the  population. 
With  those  few  remarks  he  begged  leave  to  moTC 
the  resolution. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  *'That  this 
House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of  an  address 
to  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  CK^remor, 
paying  that  land,  in  convenient  blocks,  com- 
prising, in  the  whole,  20,000  acres,  be  set  apart 
m  the  Aorere  Valley  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing a  tewnway  to  open  up  the  land  in  that  valley 
lor  settlement,  by  connecting  it  with  the  shipping 
port  of  CoUingwood  ;  and  that  he  will  be  pleased 
to  cause  surveys  to  be  made  and  specifications 
to  be  prepared  during  the  recess." — (Mr,  Qibhs,) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

KINGSTON  AND  CROMWELL  BAILWAY. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  might  state  to  the  House  that 
be  was  not  asking  that  land  should  be  reserved 
tor  this  special  purpose,  but  that  he  desired  that 
the  merits  of  the  line  might  be  placed  before  the 
House  after  survey  had  been  made.  The  people 
Id  the  Lake  District,  in  Cromwell,  Arrowtown, 
aod  other  districts,  were  fully  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  having  the  line  of  radway  extended  in  the 
direction  indicated,  as  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
railway  would  be  of  great  importance  to  those 
districts.  They  had  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Blair 
that  the  proposed  line,  whiirli  would  extend  for 
about  thirty  miles,  would  be  easy  of  construction, 
and  tliat  tne  line  only  required  to  reach  Crom- 
well to  open  op  an  extensire  country  between 
CromweU  and  the  Lake  Wanaka.  District.  There 
was  another  matter  of  very  great  importance  in 
oonoaotion  with  the  construction  of  this  line. 
It  was  well  known  that  Sonthland  contained 
what  might  be  called  the  great  timber  reserves 
of  the  South  Island.  All  about  the  District  of 
Cromwell  was  a  timberless  country.  In  the 
upper  part  of  the  Province  of  Otago  timber  was 
very  scarce  and  costly.  It  was  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  that  part  of  the  country  that 
tiinber  should  be  obtained  cheaply.  The  timber 
was  so  cheap  in  Invercargill  that  it  could  be 
obtained  at  half  the  price  which  it  would  cost  in 
the  City  of  Dunedin.  The  timber  supplied  from 
Southland  oould  be  landed  at  Cromwell  just  as 
ehcap  as  it  could  be  landed  at  Dunedin,  and  the 
people  there  would  save  the  entire  extra  cost  of 
conveying  the  timber  from  Dunedin  by  railway 
or  road  to  th*e  interior  of  the  country.  It  would 
thsrelbre  be  seen  that' this  was  a  matter  of  great 
consideration  to  people  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, who  were  so  anxious  to  have  this  line  con- 
strneted.  He  hoped  the  House  would  accede  to 
thsmotkm. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
in  the  opiaton  of  this  House,  the  further  opening 
19  of  communication  with  the  interior  of  the 


southern  part  of  the  South  Island,  bj  an  exten- 
sion of  the  line  of  railway,  vid  Lake  Wakatipu  to 
Cromwell,  claims  consideration;  and  therefi>re 
that  it  be  a  recommendation  to  the  Gbvemment 
that  a  survey  of  the  above  Une  be  made  during 
the  recess,  with  a  view  of  submitting  the  work  to 
the  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly  at  its 
next  session." — {Mr,  Lumsden,) 

Mr.  LARNAOH  said  it  might  save  the  time 
of  the  House  if  he  stated  that  the  Qovemment 
agreed  with  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Invercargill ;  and  during  the  recess  steps 
would  be  taken  to  have  the  line  surveyed,  la  order 
that  it  might  be  brought  before  the  House  next 
session,  to  approve  of  or  otherwise. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

KAIKOUBA  CATTLE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,  it  was  re- 
solved. That  the  Government  be  requested  to 
give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Sheep  and  Cattle 
Committee  with  reference  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  prohibition  against  the  removal  of  cattle  from 
the  kaikoura  District. 

PARLLA.MENTARY  BUILDINGS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  it  was  !«• 
s<^ved.  That  this  House  approves  of  the  reoom* 
mendatbns  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  subject  of 
the  custody  and  control  of  the  Parliamentary 
Buildings. 

RIVERTON  AND  OTAUTAU  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  HODGKINSON,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  it  was  of  the  same 
character  as  many  others  which  had  already  been 
brought  before  the  House  and  settled  this  session, 
only  that  in  this  case  there  were  circumstances 
which  made  his  claim  more  reasonable  thsn  the 
others  which  had  been  acceded  to  by  the  House. 
In  this  case  there  was  a  railway  which  had  been 
constructed  by  the  GK>vernment  to  a  place  called 
Otautau.  The  district  was  a  very  nch  agricul- 
tural district,  and  it  also  contained  limestone  and 
timber;  but  by  extending  the  railway  thirteen 
miles — in  the  motion  it  was  stated  sixteen  miles, 
but  he  had  found  that  thirteen  miles  was  the 
proper  distance — by  extending  it  thirteen  miles 
it  would  open  up  one  of  the  most  valuable  coal 
fields  in  the  colony :  not  that  coal  which  was 
found  on  the  West  Coast,  but  the  best  descrip- 
tion of  brown  coal.  The  field  had  been  examined 
by  Captain  Hutton,  and  he  had  reported  ex- 
tremely favourably  on  both  the  quantity  and 
the  quality  of  the  coal.  Captain  Hutton  said  it 
was  the  best  description  of  that  kind  of  coal  that 
had  been  found  in  the  colony.  It  was  admirably 
suited  for  domestic  purposes,  and  for  stationary 
engines,  and  might  also  be  used  for  steam  naviga- 
tion purposes.  If  the  line  was  extended  os  he  pro- 
posed, the  present  railway  would  be  much  more 
likely  to  pay  than  it  was  now.  He  might. add 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  proposed  line  a 
great  deal  of  land  had  been  taken  up,  and  more 
was  daily  being  taken  up  on  deferred  payments ; 
but  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  coal  field  there 
was  a  large  quantity  of  land  which  had  not  been 
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alienfttod.  Therefore  there  would  be  no  difBcultj 
whaterer  io  referring  a  sufficient  quantity  to  pay 
for  the  cost  of  conetructine  the  railway.  He  did 
not  know  that  he  need  go  further  into  the  matter, 
but  he  hoped  the  House  would  sanction  the  mo- 
tion, inasmuch  as  he  beliered  this  was  the  most 
deserving  case  that  had  yet  been  brought  before 
the  House. 

Motion  made  and  question  proposed,  "  That  it 
it  expedient  to  extend  the  RiTerton  and  Otautau 
light  Railway  for  about  sixteen  miles  northward 
to  the  Nightcaps  Coal  Field ;  and  that  the  GK>Tem- 
ment  be  requested  to  reserre  an  area  of  land, 
adjacent  to  the  railway,  sufficient  to  profide 
funds  for  the  construction  of  the  line ;  said  land 
to  be  snrreyed  into  sections  of  moderate  size, 
and  not  to  uq  sold  until  the  line  is  completed." 
— {Mr.  Hodgkifuon.) 

Mr.  LARNACH  hoped  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  content  himself  with  an  assur- 
ance  from  the  GoTemment,  which  he  (Mr.  Lar- 
pach)  gaTe,  that  the  question  of  the  construction 
of  the  railway  would  be  considered  durine  the 
reoess,  that  a  report  on  its  feasibility  womd  be 
obtained,  and  a  reoommendatbn  made  to  the 
House  regarding  it  next  session. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  he  had  a  few  remarks 
to  make  on  this  question.  Throtichout  the 
sottthejm  pforinces  of  Kew  Zealand  railways  were 
running  m  erery  possible  direction,  and  these 
railways  had  been  made  for  all  possible  purposes 
that  could  be  imagined.  He  had  heard  that  in 
the  ProTinoe  of  Bouthland  railways  were  m^e 
under  a  grand  public  works  system  absolutely 
before  the  people  in  the  province  numbered  half 
as  many  more  as  there  were  people  in  his  (Sir  R. 
Douglas's)  district.  It  was  a  most  magnificent 
scheme,  only  it  ruined  Southland.  But  the  honor- 
able member  was  not  content  with  that,  for  he 
now  proposed  to  make  another  railway;  and  for 
what  r  For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  district 
to  export  brown  coal.  Why,  there  was  better 
coal  tnan  that  all  over  the  country  which  could 
be  made  available  for  export  at  a  much  less  cost. 
The  honorable  member  first  came  and  got  a 
harbour  to  get  the  coals  out  of,  and  now  he 
wanted  a  railway  to  convey  the  coals  to  the 
harbour.  By  the  time  ho  had  got  all  he  wanted 
there  would  be  another  million  added  to  the  debt 
of  the  colony,  in  order  that  Riverton  might  ex- 

e»rt  a  little  brown  coal.  How  often  had  the 
ouse  heard  the  honorable  member  for  Riverton 
denounce  the  late  Government  for  giving  avray 
the  lands  and  money  of  the  colony  to  theur 
friends,  and  denounce  the  supporters  of  the  late 
Ministry  for  selling  their  votes !  One  might  look 
all  through  a  '*  respectable  "  edition  of  John- 
son's Dictionary  and  fail  to  find  the  dreadful 
adjectives  the  honorable  member  had  applied  to 
the  conduct  of  the  late  Government  and  its  sup- 
porters; yet  the  honorable  gentleman's  friends 
nad  scarcely  become  seated  on  the  Government 
benches  when  he  began  asking  for  and  obtaining 
promises  which  were  so  vigorously  denounced 
when  made  by  the  late  GK)vemment.  He  did  not 
like  to  use  the  term,  but  this  railway,  to  his  mind, 
was  a  bunkum  railway.  It  vras  curious  to  see 
how  easily  honorable  members  could  look  at  mat- 
Mr,  Bodgkw9on 


ters  in  different  lights.  That  which  in  anybody 
else  was  most  improper,  and  amounted  to  buy- 
ing and  sellinff  votes,  was  quite  right  when  the 
actors  changed,  and  the  objectors  themselves 
brought  forward  public  works.  When  he  (Sir  R. 
Douelas)  brought  forward  a  matter,  thejustioe  of 
whi(3i  was  admitted  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  hb 
was  accused  of  selling  his  vote  for  money  and 
land,  and  so  forth.  The  thing  was  humbug.  He 
had  no  objection  to  this  railway  if  it  would  really 
be  of  service ;  but  he  could  not  help  remember- 
inff  that  there  were  other  coal  fields  all  over  the 
colony,  in  connection  vrith  many  of  which  there 
were  first-class  harbours,  and  which  could  be  de- 
veloped at  fikr  less  cost  than  it  was  proposed  to 
fo  to  in  this  case.  In  Auckland  there  were  ooal 
elds  which  could  be  made  available  by  means  of 
light  railways,  or  what  might  be  called,  in  reality^ 
tramways.  There  were  harboun  a  short  distance 
from  the  coal  fields  where  the  largest  ships 
oould  coal,  and  if  they  were  opened  up  there  vraa 
no  reason  why  not  only  all  Kew  Zealand,  but 
the  whole  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  mieht  not 
be  supplied  with  coal  therefrom.  Certaimy  Her 
Majesty's  ships  could  easily  coal  in  t^em.  To 
do  this,  it  was  not  necessary  to  set  aside  20,000 
acres  of  land  for  sale.  He  Uiought  it  was  time 
that  the  Government  should  seriously  consider 
the  question  of  opening  up  the  coal  fields.  Ha 
held  in  his  hand  a  memorandum  referring  to  one 
district  in  which  there  was  a  difficulty  in  getting 
out  the  coal.  In  that  district  hssmatite,  iron,  and 
fire-clay  were  plentiful ;  but  owing  to  the  want  of 
tramways  the  coal  could  not  be  turned  to  good 
aocount.  Out  of  one  little  mine  .10,000  tons  of 
coal  could  easily  be  taken  in  the  year,  which  had 
now  to  be  conveyed  from  the  mine  to  the  port 
by  carts.  There  was  plenty  of  kauri  and  totara 
timber  in  the  district,  but  it  could  hardly  be  util* 
ized,  because  there  was  no  means  of  conveyine  it 
from  the  place  where  it  grew.  The  fact  was  that 
there  were  many  and  infinitely  better  coal  fields 
in  the  colony  to  which  tramways  required  to  be 
made. 

Mr.  SHi:£HAN  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
the  reasoning  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
bad  just  sat  down.  The  honorable  gentleman 
said  that  he  was  accused  of  being  bought  when 
he  moved  a  similar  motion  last  session,  but  he 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  emphatically  denied  that.  The 
honorable  member  for  Invercar^ll  (Mr.  Luma- 
den)  had  moved  a  similar  resolution  to  this  while 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Opposition,  but  nobody 
could  accuse  him  of  having  been  bought.  The 
honorable  member  for  Marsden  had  told  the 
House  that  in  his  district  there  were  coals,  and 
fire-clay,  and  other  things,  and  that  it  only  r^ 
quired  a  tramway  to  mSke  them  of  use  to  the 
colony.  Then  why  did  he  not  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  provide  for  the  making  of  the  tramway  ? 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  that  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Auckland  promised,  in  1874,  to  make 
the  tramway. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  his  honorable  friend 
seemed  to  forget  that  the  Provincial  Councils 
were  things  of  the  past,  and  that  their  unfulfilled 
promises  went  for  nothing.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  bring  forward  anything  like 
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a  fair  proposition,  similar  to  the  present  one, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  own  district,  he  (Mr. 
Sheeh^n)  would  not  oppose  it.  In  fact,  he 
would  rather  leare  the  Government  benches 
than  oppose  such  a  motion  simply  because  of  its 
being  moved  by  a  member  of  the  Opposition. 
He  thought  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Biverton  would  do  well  t^  withdraw  his  reso- 
lution, on  the  understanding  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  give  their  attention  to  the  matter 
during  the  recess.  He  might  say  that  the  G-o- 
Tcrnment  would  consider  every  case  of  the  same 
kind  during  the  recess.  He  trusted  that  the 
honorable  ^ntleman  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  REID  thought  the  Native  Minister  was 
rather  too  sensitive  in  reg^ird  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Marsden.  He  ob- 
served that  whenerer  the  honorable  member  for 
Marsden  rose  to  speak  the  Native  Minister  was 
not  so  collected  as  he  usually  was,  and  he  gene- 
rally took  the  trouble  to  give  the  honorable 
gentleman  some  useful  information  regarding 
himself.  With  reference  to  the  promise  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  these  things  should  be 
Inquired  into  during  the  recess,  he  did  not  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  fully  realized  the  posi- 
tion the  Assembly  and  the  G-overnment  would  be 
placed  in  by  this  action.  The  honorable  gentleman 
was  literally  inviting  honorable  members  to  come 
forward  and  make  claims  for  reserves  of  land 
for  the  special  purpose  named  in  this  and  other 
nmilar  resolutions.  After  the  invitation  of  tho 
honorable  member,  unless  members  applied  for 
these  reserfes  they  would  not  be  considered  to 
be  doing  justice  to  their  constituents;  and  the 
consequence  would  be  that  numerous  claims  for 
blocks  of  land  would  be  made,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  if  it  was  not  unparliamentary  to  say  so, 
a  huge  log  would  be  rolled.  He  was  glad,  how- 
erer,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  going  to 
withdraw  his  motion.  Tliere  had  already  been 
large  blocks  of  land  set  apart  during  this  sitting 
for  purposes  eimilar  to  that  named  in  the  motion, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  was  not  going  any  fur- 
ther in  that  direction. 

Mr.  HODaKINSON  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
withdrawing  the  motion,  but  at  the  same  time 
he  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  express  the  opinion 
that  the  resolution  had  not  been  met  with  that 
fairness  and  candour  with  which  similar  motions 
had  been  met  previously.  As  he  had  no  wish  to 
waaCe  the  time  of  the  House,  he  would  ask  to  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

DR.  BULLER. 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  hoped  that  the  members  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  would  not  think  he  under- 
valued the  services  they  rendered  to  the  country. 
The  Committee  had  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do, 
and  it  generally  did  that  work  in  a  fair  and 
impartial  manner,  and  saved  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  the  colony.  But  it  was  possible  that 
even  the  highest  tribunal  might  commit  an 
error  of  judgment,  and  he  thought  that  the 
Petitions  Committee  had  done  so  in  this  case. 
He  would  briefly  state  the  circumstances  of  the 
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case.  Some  years  ago  Dr.  Buller  was  engag<»d  to 
assist  Dr.  Feathorston,  who  was  then  Native 
Land  Purchase  Commi.'»sioner,  in  the  negotia- 
tions for  the  purchase  of  the  Manawatu  Block, 
which  comprised  some  250,000  or  300,000  acres. 
Dr.  Buller  proved  himself  to  be  a  very  valu- 
able aide-de-camp  to  the  Commissioner;  but  he 
received  no  salary  from  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, his  travelling  allowance  was  very  scanty, 
and  altogether  he  was  placed  in  a  position  of 
great  discomfort.  The  result  of  the  negotiations 
was  that,  at1;er  three  years*  labour,  the  purchase 
was  completed,  so  far  as  Dr.  Featherston  was 
concerned.  Dr.  Bidler*s  case  was  brought  before 
tho  Provincial  Council,  the  members  of  which 
were  of  opinion  that  he  had  a  g>od  claim  for 
compensation.  It  was  allowed  that  Dr.  Buller 
had  rendered  very  efficient  service  to  Dr.  Feather- 
ston, in  consequence  of  which  the  Provincial 
Ghivernment  got  possession  of  the  land.  A  great 
deal  of  the  land  had  since  been  sold  and  settled, 
and  the  acquisition  of  it  had  been  verj  impor- 
tant to  this  part  of  the  colony.  The  Provincial 
G^ovemraent  intended  to  fully  recognize  Dr. 
Buller's  services.  He  received  no  remuneration 
from  the  Provincial  Government,  and  that  which 
he  received  from  the  G-eneral  Government  was 
very  small  indeed.  He  gave  up  his  position  as  a 
Resident  Ma^strate  in  order  to  deal  with  this 
land  ;  but,  after  all,  the  Provincial  Government 
did  not  recognize  his  services  in  a  proper  manner. 
The  matter  was  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Provincial  Council.  At  that  time  the  whole 
transaction  was  completed.  Tliere  were  claims 
put  in  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Featherston,  the  chief 
negotiator,  which  wore  after «vards  satisfied  in  a 
liberal  manner ;  but  in  tho  case  of  Dr.  Buller 
the  Provincial  G-ovemment  put  the  matter  off 
to  a  more  convenient  season.  His  claim  was 
strongly  supported  b^  the  Provincial  Executive 
and  by  the  Provincial  Council.  The  motion 
against  its  postponement  was  lost  by  one  vote. 
After  that,  Dr.  Buller  returned  to  England, 
where,  instead  of  enjoying  a  holiday,  he  under- 
went two  or  three  years*  hard  work,  which  had 
no  connection  whatever  with  his  past  services  in 
connection  with  the  Manawatu  Block.  On  his 
return  to  this  country  he  brought  his  claim  before 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  Owing  to  his 
(Mr.  Fox's)  absence  from  the  colony,  he  was  u>t 
able  to  say  whether  the  case  had  come  before  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  last  year  or  not.  The 
Committee  this  session  took  some  evidence  in 
reference  to  Dr.  Buller's  claim.  He  understood 
that  the  evidence  was  partly  of  a  documentary 
character.  It  was  exceedingly  favourable  to  Dr. 
Buller,  and  included  high  testimonials  from. the 
heads  of  the  departments  under  whom  he  had 
served  for  years,  and  who  knew  the  value  of  the 
work  which  he  had  performed.  He  believed  that 
very  warm  and  emphatic  evidence  was  given  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Bunny), 
who  was  Provincial  Treasurer  at  the  time  the 
matt-er  was  brought  before  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil. All  this  evidence  was  most  confirmatory  of 
Dr.  Buller's  claim,  and  most  commendatory  of 
the  course  pursued  by  him.  It  appeared  that  Dr. 
Buller  was  also  very  anxious  to  have  some  very 
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important  vivd  voce  evidence  given  by  lieade  of 
the  departments  under  which  he  served,  and  who 
ooald  bear  teedmonj  to  his  services.  He  (Mr. 
Fox)  was  informed  that  the  Committee  abso- 
lutely refused  to  receire  the  additional  evidence 
— that,  after  hearing  two  witnesses  and  the  docu- 
mentary evidence,  they  rejected  the  evidenoe 
of  a  number  of  witnesses  whom  Dr.  BuUer 
had  within  reach,  and  who,  as  he  believed, 
would  substantiate  his  case.  The  Committee  then 
prepared  their  report.  Dr.  Buller  naturally  felt 
nimself  aggrieved,  and  desired  that  the  report 
might  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  with 
instructions  to  take  any  further  evidence  which 
he  might  be  prepared  to  offer  to  it.  He  thoup[ht 
Dr.  Buller  had  been  rather  hardly  dealt  with. 
No  injury  could  be  done  by  the  Committee 
sitting  a  couple  of  days  longer  to  take  the  vivd 
voce  evidence  of  those  who  were  within  reach  of 
this  House,  and  whose  attendance  could  be  easily 
obtained.  What  could  be  the  hardship  of  the 
Committee  reconsidering  the  case  ?  It  was  never 
wise,  in  his  opinion,  of  ony  Committee  to  refuse 
the  fullest  possible  investigation  to  the  case  of 
suitors  who  came  before  them  with  anything  like 
a  bond  fide  case.  Of  course  there  would  be  some- 
times cases  that  were  evidently  trumped  up,  and 
which  would  not  admit  of  any  investigation  ;  but 
this  was  not  a  case  of  that  kind.  It  was  a  case 
in  which  a  public  servant  had  rendered  very 
Taluable  services,  and  he  (Mr.  Fox)  spoke  from 
his  own  personal  and  close  knowledge  of  those 
services.  The  petitioner  had  rendered  very  great 
service  especially  to  the  particular  part  of  the 
country  referred  to,  and  from  which  it  was  at 
this  moment  enjoying  verv  rich  fruit.  It  was  a 
case  where  every  possible  facility  should  be  given 
to  the  petitioner  to  bring  forward  all  the  evi- 
dence he  could  in  his  own  favour.  He  thought 
Dr.  Buller  had  been  treated  by  the  Committee  in 
a  somewhat  cavalier  way,  and  had  not  received 
that  consideration  which  a  public  officer  of  some 
twenty-three  years'  standing  should  receive — an 
officer  whose  services  had  always  met  with  appro- 
bation, who  left  the  service  through  no  fault  of 
his  own  whatever,  and  without  any  ceusure,  but 
with  the  best  testimony  from  those  under  whom 
he  had  served  as  to  his  abilities  and  the  good 
services  he  had  rendered.  He  trusted  the  honor- 
able members  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
would  not  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
Terr  reasonable  request  which,  through  nim.  Dr. 
Buller  now  made. 

Motion  made,  and  tjuestion  proposed,  ''That 
the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on 
the  petition  of  Dr.  Buller  be  referred  back  to 
that  Committee,  with  instructions  to  take  further 
evidence,  and  to  reconsider  their  late  report." — 
{Mr,  Fox.) 

Mr.  KELLY  said  that,  if  the  Public  Petitions 
Conmiittee  were  to  have  referred  back  to  it  all  the 
cases  decided  against,  he  thought  it  would  take 
two  years  instead  of  one  to  dispose  of  the  oases 
that  came  before  it.  With  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular case,  the  Committee  did  not  desire  to  offer 
any  obstruction  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  It  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Eellv)  that 
uie  petitioner  had  had  ample  time  to  go  to  the  pro- 
Mr.  Fox 


per  quarter,  the  Provincial  Council  and  Proymoial 
Executive  of  Wellington,  to  obtain  redress ;  but 
he  failed  to  do  so.    If  the  case  were  referred  back 
to  the  Committee,  of  course  they  would  take  what 
evidence  they  thought  fit  upon  it.     With  this 
understanding  he  would  not  object  to  the  motion. 
Mr.  SWANSON  would  not  offer  the  slightest 
opposition  to  the  adoption  of  the  motion,  but  be 
should  not  like  it  to  be  inferred  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  not  devoted  a'  good  deal  of  time  to 
this  case,  or  that  they  had  kept  several  gentle* 
men  waiting  at  the  door  and  would  not  listen  to 
them.    He  recollected  that  on  this  particular 
occasion  the   Committee   had    sat  from  eleven 
o'clock  until  a  quarter-past   two   to    hear  the 
evidence,  part  of  which  was  the  reading  of  a 
pamphlet.    There  were  no  persons  waiting  out- 
side when  the  Committee  adjourned.    He  did  not 
think  it  could  be  said  that  the  Committee  did  not 
pay  attention  to  the  cases  that  came  before  them. 
He  demurred  to  the  statement  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  to  hear  such  evidenoe  as  any  peti- 
tioner might  choose  to  bring  forward.    If  that 
were  permitted  they  might  never  get  through  a 
single  case.    Surely  there  wi^  no  necessity  for 
the  Committee  to  go  further  after  it  had  heard 
sufficient  evidence  to  confirm  or  disprove  the 
truth  of  the  statements  on  the  face  of  a  petition. 
In  this  case   the  Committee  came  to  the  con* 
elusion  that  Dr.  Buller  had  been  engaged  in  tlie 
purchase  of  the  property,  and  it  was  understood 
that  he  was  to  receive  £500  as  a  bonus  for  what 
he  did  if  he  did  it  well.    Whether  the  Superin- 
tendent had  received  authority  from  the  Provincial  . 
Council  to  make  that  promise,  and  whether  the 
Council  ratified  it,  he  oould  not  say  ;  but  it  was, 
at  all  events,  contingent  on  Dr.  Buller  getting  a 
good  and  undisputed  title  to  the  land.    So  Ua 
from  that  being  the  case,  there  had  been  any 
amount  of  disturbance  about  the  matter  since, 
and  many  thousand  acres  had  to  be  given  back 
to  the  Maoris  before  anything  could  be  settled. 
In  fact,  Committees  had  been  engaged  in  hearing 
the  claims  of  these  Maoris  to  the  land,  and  he 
was  not  sure  that  they  were  all  settled  now.     It 
could  not  therefore  be  said  that  a  good  and  undis- 
puted title  had  been  obtained,  such  as  those  which 
were  always  obtained  by  Mr.  Brissenden,  although 
he  was  so  much  abused,  and  declared  to  be  uiSt 
to  be  a  public  servant.    In  this  case  there  had 
been  innumerable  disputes,  and  very  nearly  a 
war ;  and  he  believed  the  purchase  of  this  Mana- 
watu  Block  had  led  to  more  correspondence  and 
trouble  than  the    purchase  of  any  other  two 
blocks  in  the  country  where  actual  war  did  not 
break  out.    The  Committee  had  oome  to  the  con- 
clusion that  Dr.  Buller  had  done  seryioe  to  the 
colony,  but  he  had  been  very,  well  paid  for  it. 
The  House  was  told  that,  instead  of  taking  a 
holiday  when   ho  went  home   to  London,  Dt. 
Buller  went  to  work.    Was  he  not  paid  for  that 
work?     It  struck  him  that  he  was  paid  hand- 
somely, and  was  kept  at   the  expense  of   the 
Colony  all  the  time  he  was  learning  to  be  a  lawyer. 
However,  he  had  no  objection  to  hear  everything 
Dr.  Buller  and  his  friends  might  have  to  say  in 
favour  of  his  getting  the  money ;  and,  if  it  was 
found  to  be  just,  Uie  money  ought  to  be  paid. 
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He  bqptd,  howerer,  that  the  witnettef  who,  they 
wen  told,  could  be  so  easily  brouffht  down,  would 
be  emninoiied  at  tiie  petitioners  en^nse,  and 
not  at  the  exnenee  of  the  country.  That  was  a 
pTineiple  whudi  he  thoa|;ht  ooght  to  be  laid  down 
m  eaees  where  a  Coromittee  had  come  to  a  con- 
danon  on  what  they  oonsidered  soflSoient  eridenoe, 
and  where  a  petitioner  adied  for  fresh  eridence  to 
betaken. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  honorable  member  who  had 
jnst  sat  down  had  been  talking  in  a  manner  that 
riiowed  he  knew  yery  little  of  the  case — so  little 
that  be  was  aetonislied  that  an  honorable  member 
wW  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  did  not 
know  more  about  it.  All  the  honorable  mem- 
bar's  story  abont  Pr.  Boiler's  negotiations  ha?ing 
inled  was  so  mnoh  riffmaaole,  if  he  might  use  the 
exprseeioo.  Dr.  BuTler  labonred  indefatinblT 
and  sncoeesfolly  to  obtain  the  Manawata  Slock 
for  the  Prorineial  G-oremment;  and  the  result 
was  that,  ont  of  a  block  of  250,000  acres— after 
all  that  had  been  ffiTen  back  to  the  Natires  and 
Made  reserres  for  them,  for  which  Dr.  Buller  was 
IB  no  way  respoosibkh— there  remained  to  the 
pforinee  a  block  of  140,000  acres  of  rery  fine 
kad.  As  regarded  Dr.  Buller*s  going  Home  and 
reeeiring  a  salary  as  Secretary  to  the  Agent- 
General,  and  thereby  being  Tery  well  paid  as  the 
kmorable  member  pnut  it,  Uiat  had  notbinc  what- 
ever to  do  with  this  transaction.  WheUier  he 
had  erer  been  engaged  in  the  purchase  of  the^ 
Manawata  Blo^  or  not.  Dr.  Bulltr  was  quite* 
entitled,  after  seTenteen  years'  serTice,  to  leare  of 
absenee  %  and  if  Dr.  Featherston  engaged  him  as 
Secretery  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  block.  The  two  things  bad  no 
BMre  eonnection  than  Tenterden  Steeple  and  the 
Oeodwin  Sands.  The  only  question  was  this: 
Dr.  Bailer  was  promised  a  certain  amount  if  he 
eooapleted  the  pordiase  of  the  block,  and  the 
pRmnrial  Council  did  not  give  him  the  money. 
Was  he  or  was  he  not  entitled  to  receire  what 
was  promised  to  him?  He  (Mr.  Fox)  was 
setonished  to  hear  such  a  proposal  as  that  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Kewton,  that  Dr.  Buller 
sbould  pay  the  expenses  of  any  witnesses  called 
by  the  Uommitlee.  If  Dr.  Buller's  petition  was 
vsCarred  back  to  the  Committee,  it  was  in  order 
that  justioe  might  be  done.  It  happened  con- 
stantly that  witnesses  were  sent  for  from  all  parts 
of  ihm  colony  at  the  request  of  petitioners,  and 
BO  demur  was  made  to  paying  them,  although 
their  eridenoe  might  not  be  worth  the  paper  on 
which  it  was  written.  Why,  then,  should  objec- 
tioa  he  made  in  this  caseP  This,  however,  he 
would  say,  that  Dr.  Buller  was  not  mo  illiberal  as 
to  rtiek  to  that  point,  if  only  he  could  suoceed 
in  clearing  his  character  of  the  i^parent  asper- 
sion cast  upon  it  by  his  not  receirmg  the  money 
wludi  was  promised  to  him. 

Qnssiion  put,  "That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to ; "  upon  whioh  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
tiie  foUowing  result : — 

Ayos         23 

1^         22 

Mafoiityfoff        1 


Atxi. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  DougUs, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Guborne, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  £.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Larnacl^ 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Teschemsker, 
Mr.  Trarers, 
Mr.  Whiteker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellen, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Bicbmond. 


Koss. 


Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 

TtiUen, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Hislop. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

L.  LETTON. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  moTing  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  Mr.  Bastings,  briefiy  explained 
the  facts  of  the  case.  Mr.  McMinnimm,  the 
contractor  for  the  railway  from  Clinton  to  the 
Mataura,  failed,  and  the  Engineer  in  charge  of 
the  works  advised  the  workmen  employed  by  the 
contractor  to  take  action  under  the  Contractors' 
Debts  Act  for  the  recovery  of  the  omounts  due 
to  them,  stating  that  there  were  sufficient  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government  to  meet  their 
claims — that  was,  including  the  10  per  cent.  re« 
tained  by  the  Government  to  meet  claims  in 
case  the  contractor  failed  to  complete  his  contract. 
The  workmen  combined  together,  and,  under  the 
management  of  Lewis  Letton,  entered  into  ar- 
rangements with  the  Government  to  complete  the 
line  at  the  schedule  prices ;  but  it  turned  out 
that,  through  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  Publie 
Works  Department,  the  completion  of  the  eon- 
tract  at  schedule  prices  involved  a  greater  cost  to 
the  colony  than  the  amount  of  the  original  con- 
tract. He  held  that  the  mistake  on  the  part  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  should  not  deprive 
the  workmen  of  the  10  per  cent.,  representing 
something  like  £1,000  or  £1,200,  which  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Government  at  the 
time  of  the  failure  of  the  original  contractor. 
The  Publio  Petitions  Committee  had  had  the 
petition  of  the  workmen,  Lewis  Letton  and 
others,  before  them;  and,  after  going  carefully 
into  the  case,  they  brought  up  the  following 
report: — 

"  The  petitioners  state  that  they  were  employed 
by  Messrs.  MoMinnimin  and  Co.,  railway  con- 
tractors; that  he  failed,  being  indebted  to  the 
workmen  some  £1,200,  of  which  they  recovered 
only  £40.  That  the  Government  promised  that» 
if  they  completed  the  work  at  scheduled  prioes. 
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the  Gorernment  would  pay  the  halance.  That 
the  works  haye  been  eo  completed,  but  that  tlie 
balance  due  hsB  not  been  paid  by  the  GoTcmnient. 
The  petitioners  pray  for  favourable  consideration, 
and  an  inrestigation  of  their  claims. 

"  I  am  directed  to  report  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee,  the  workmen  employed  by  the 
contractor  McMinnimin,  who  did  not  receive 
their  pay  in  consequence  of  his  failure,  are  en- 
titled to  the  consideration  of  the  Gt)Temmeut ; 
and  that  the  balance  of  the  money  for  work  done 
in  the  bands  of  the  Goyemment  at  the  time  of 
bis  failure  should  be  divided  among  them  in  the 
proportion  of  their  proved  claims." 

He  believed  the  Committee  were  unanimous  in 
that  conclusion,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  Government  should 
take  immediate  steps  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  in 
the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Lewis  Letton  and 
other*."— (3fr.  Reynolds.) 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  there  were  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  out  of  which  the  claims 
could  be  paid,  and  the  Government  were  disposed 
to  give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  TEA  VERS  was  glad  to  hear  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  that  the  Government  were  disposed 
to  give  effect  to  the  recommendation.  A  con- 
•idehtble  amount  of  suffering  had  been  caused  by 
the  failure  of  sub-contractors  and  others,  and 
■  moneys  payable  to  the  original  contractor  which 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Goveniment  ought 
to  be  applied,  as  far  as  could  be,  in  meeting  such 
claims  as  the  one  before  the  House.  A  great 
deal  of  mischief  had  resulted  from  the  system 
of  accepting  in  all  cases  the  lowest  tenders  for 
public  works.  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
system  of  accepting  tenders  which  were  below  the 
estimates  of  the  Government  engineers  had  led 
to  a  large  number  of  insolvencies  throughout 
the  colony.  If  the  Government  engineers  were 
qualified  to  make  estimates  of  cost,  it  was  an 
unsound  system,  simply  because  there  was  great 
competition,  to  accept  tenders  which  were  below 
the  estimates  of  the  Government  engineers.  The 
system  ought  to  be  abandoned,  because  its  ulti- 
mate result  was  to  throw  gi*eat  lo9S  and  suffering 
upon  the  labouring-man,  who  was  least  able  to 
protect  him>elf.  There  was  an  Act  in  force  by 
which  a  labouring-man  might  be  protected,  but 
the  sub-contracting  system  had  rendered  that 
Act  a  dead-letter.  Attempts  had  been  made  to 
enforce  it  in  several  instances,  but  conflicting 
judgments  had  been  delivered  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  A  judgment  was  given  one  way  bv  the 
late  Chief  Justice,  Sir  George  Arney,  and  an- 
other judgment  was  given  in  the  Wellington 
judiciHl  district,  which  conflicted  with  it ;  but  in 
Doth  instances  the  labouring-men  who  sought 
payment  failed  in  obtaining  the  moneys  they 
had  honestly  earned,  and  which  they  had  lost 
through  the  failure  of  the  contractor  or  the  sub- 
contractor. Some  alteration  in  the  law  should 
b^  made  in  order  to  prevent  this.  There  should 
b©  some  special  provision  for  compelling  the  pay- 
Mr.  Reynolds 


ment  of  wages  due  to  labouring-men  employed  by 
contractors.  No  doubt  it  was  a  difficult  ques- 
tion ;  but  still  it  was  a  question  of  great  import- 
ance, and  one  that  should  be  grappled  with.  He 
should  support  the  motion,  because  it  involved  a 
sound  principle.  He  did  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  profit  by  the  failure  of  contractors, 
more  especially  where  they  chose  to  let  works  at 
a  price  manifestly  under  the  cost  at  which  they 
could  properly  be  carried  out. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

CATLIN'S  RIVER  TELEGRAPH. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  THOMSON,  it  wae 
ordered.  That  this  House  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  Committee,  to  consider  of  an  address  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  requesting  him  to 
cause  to  be  placed  on  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates the  sum  of  £2,000  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  telegraph  to  Catlin's  River. 

J.  FOLEY. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Gold  Fields  Committee  upon  the  petition  of  John 
Foley,  of  St.  Bat  ban's,  should  be  given  effect  to. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  explained  that  when  the 
motion  first  came  up  it  was  adjourned  in  order  to 
enable  the  Government  to  obtain  information  on 
the  subject.  He  might  point  out  that  there  wa« 
nothing  in  the  report  which  in  any  way  made  it 
binding  on  the  Government  to  expend  money. 
The  report  simply  set  out  the  facts  upon  which 
the  parties  claimed  assistance.  It  was  a  substantial 
claim,  but  the  report  pointed  out  that  there  was 
nothing  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Committee 
to  show  in  what  way  such  a  claim  could  be  met, 
and  it  asked  the  Government,  if  it  did  not  see  it« 
way  to  meet  such  claims,  to  indicate  clearly  in 
all  such  cases  what  course  it  would  take  on  the 
subject  of  subsidizing  arduous  undertakings  on 
the  gold  fields.  There  was  nothing  in  the  report 
that  pledged  the  Government  to  a  grant  of  money 
now  or  in  any  future  time,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  the  report  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  Government  would 
offer  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

Mr.  REID  did  not  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  had  correctly  interpreted  the 
tenor  of  the  report,  and  he  was  also  surprised 
that  the  Goveniment  had  so  readily  assented  to 
its  adoption.  He  (Mr.  Reid)  was  in  charge  of 
the  department  when  the  report  was  brought  up, 
and  its  consideration  was  then  deferred  in  order 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  obtain  information 
in  regard  to  it.  He  left  behind  him  docunietits 
wliicli  were  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  would  show  how  the  matter  stood ; 
and,  from  what  he  knew  of  the  matter,  he  must 
say  that  this  was  a  very  reckless  way  of  dealing 
with  the  public  funds.  He  understood  that  by 
the  adoption  of  the  report  a  sum  of  £800  would: 
be  paid  to  this  company.  The  paragraph  which 
bore  out  that  opinion  was  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Warden's  recommendation  is  a  fair  one 
— viz.,  '  That  the  construct'ou  of  the  channel  be 
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subsidix^  to  the  extent  of  eight  hundred  (£800) 
pounds  for  the  second  mile;  payment  to  be  made 
M  each  section  of  10  chains  is  completed,  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  (£100)  pounds  per  ten 
chains/  They  therefore  adopt  it  as  their  re* 
eommendation  to  the  GoTemment." 

If  the  Govemment  agreed  to  that,  he  did  not 
see  how  they  could  possibly  avoid  the  payment 
of  the  £800.  If  the  House  did  not  agree  to 
the  payment  of  the  £800  it  should  negative  the 
report.  If  the  claim  were  a  just  one  he  would 
My,  by  all  means,  pay  it ;  but  his  impression  was 
that  there  was  no  good  ground  for  such  a  claim. 
There  were  many  statements  in  the  report  with 
which  he  did  not  agree.  It  was  true  that  he 
was  a  member  of  tlie  Committee,  but  he  did 
Bot  happen  to  be  present  when  tlie  report  was 
drafted.  The  position  of  the  matter  was  this  :  A 
company  desiring  to  develop  certain  supposed 
aturilerons  land  on  the  gold  fields  of  Otago 
applied  for  and  obtained  an  extended  area  of 
Und  for  the  purpose  of  const  meting  a  sludge 
diannel,  which  would  involve  a  considerable  ex- 
penditure of  capital.  There  was  more  than  one 
party  prepared  to  take  up  the  land  ;  but  ulti- 
mately the  land  was  given  to  the  persons  who 
were  now  the  owners  of  this  claim.  An  ex- 
tended area  was  given  to  them,  and  they  were 
prepared  to  invest  their  capital  on  the  prospect 
of  having  a  rich  claim.  As  matters  went  on, 
bowever,  it  was  found  that  the  work  involved  a 
larger  outlay  than  was  anticipated.  Then,  he 
did  not  quite  know  how  it  came  about,  but,  on 
an  application  either  to  the  Provincial  or  to  the 
Colonial  Government,  the  Warden  of  the  district 
was  asked  to  report  on  the  matter ;  and  he  went 
a  little  bit  out  of  his  way,  as  he  (Mr.  Beid) 
thought,  to  report  that  £800  should  be  paid 
to  this  company,  as  mentioned  in  the  Com- 
mittee's report.  The  Warden  had  simply  been 
asked  to  inquire  into  the  whole  of  the  drcnm- 
stances  of  the  case,  and  to  report  upon  them. 
If  the  House  was  to  grant  money  simply 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Wardens  who 
reside  in  the  districts,  and  who,  naturally,  are 
disposed  to  make  things  as  pleasant  as  possible, 
he  could  only  say  that  that  would  be  an  im- 
proper  way  of  disposing  of  the  revenue  of  I  he 
colony.  There  were  plenty  of  other  miners  who 
bad  equal  claims,  and  who  could  come  and  ask  to 
be  subsidized  in  their  ordinary  avocations  with 
•qnal  justice;  and  was  it  rif^ht  that  men  who 
might  be  more  shrewd  or  ^-seeing,  or  who 
better  andentood  how  these  matters  could  be 
brought  before  Parliament,  should  obtain  an 
advantage?  If  the  House  agreed  to  this  mo- 
tion they  would  be  giving  a  premium  to  the 
petitioners,  ^nd  would  be  doing  an  injustice  to 
other  miners  who  were  engag^  in  developing 
the  resources  o(  the  gold  fields.  He  sliould  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  He  could  not 
see  that  these  men  had  a  claim  at  all,  because 
under  the  regulations  it  was  necessary  that  the 
persona  engaged  in  these  works  should,  in  the 
first  instance,  apply  to  the  Governor  and  obtain 
the  consent  of  the  Governor  to  the  works  pro- 
posed. Bat,  inasmuch  as  this  had  not  been  done, 
A0  did  not  fee  thai  the  petitionisn  had  any  diaim^ 


and,  beyond  that,  he  believed  there  were  now  no 
moneys  available  for  the  purpose.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  would  agree  to 
postpone  the  matter  until  they  hod  time  to  go 
further  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  pointed  out  to  the  honor- 
able member,  for  the  Taieri  that  he  misappre- 
hended the  object  in  view — it  was  not  to  give 
£800  to  these  men.  The  object  in  view  was 
this  :  If  the  Government  elected  to  say  it  would 
not  propose  to  bring  down  any  more  votes  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  in  specially  arduous 
mining  enterprises  upon*  the  gold  fields — and  the 
Committee  recognized  that  there  were  now  no 
funds  —  then  that  intention  should  be  clearly 
intimated  not  only  at  St.  Bathan's,  but  on  every 
gold  field,  so  that  in  future  the  local  bodies 
might  be  looked  to;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  Government  intended  to  keep  up  that  sys- 
tem, then  these  men  had  a  fair  claim.  In  the 
last  clause  of  the  report  the  issue  was  very  fairly 
put  to  the  House.  There  was  no  recommendation 
that  £800  should  be  paid  to  these  men.  The 
simple  recommendation  was,  let  the  poUcy  of  the 
Government  be  known  to  all.  There  was  nothing 
binding  upon  the  Government,  or  calling  upon 
them  to  pay  £800.  He  hoped  that  the  motion 
for  adjournment  would  be  withdrawn,  because  it 
was  very  desirable  that  the  question  should  be 
setded. 

Mr.  TEA  VERS  said,  looking  at  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  it  did  not  appear  that  it  in  any 
degree  met  the  intention  of  the  Public  Works 
Act.  The  clauses  of  the  PubUo  Works  Act 
referred  to  contemplated  the  existence  of  a  con- 
tract for  a  work  which  the  Governor  approved, 
because  the  Governor  roust  be  satisfied  that 
the  undertaking  was  one  which  would  justify 
him  in  charging  a  portion  of  the  cost  upon  the 
public  revenues.  It  was  never  intended  to  assist 
persons  who  entered  upon  purely  speculative 
transactions,  and  then  founcT  themselves  in  a 
diflSculty.    The  clause  provided, — 

"  The  Governor  may  contract  with  any  person 
to  make,  maintain,  and  work  a  water-race — (1.) 
Either  by  agreeing  to  pay  the  contractor  a  sub- 
sidy not  exceeding  the  amount  agreed  to  be 
expended,  and  expended  by  the  contractor  in 
construction  of  such  water-race;  (2.)  Or  by 
agreeing  to  pay  the  contractor  year  by  year  such 
sum  as  shall,  together  with  the  net  profit  of 
working  the  water-race,  make  up  6  per  cent, 
yearly  upon  the  amount  agreed  to  be  expended, 
and  expended  in  the  construction  thereof." 

The  Act  never  contemplated  persons  making 
a  race  as  a  private  speculation,  and  then,  on  the 
speculation  turning  out  to  be  un remunerative, 
applying  to  be  recouped  in  consequence  of  any  loss 
they  may  have  sustained,  or  to  be  aided  by  a 
subsidy  in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  report  .of 
the  Committee.  Ho  thought  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  a  proper  one. 
The  matter  should  receive  further  consideration, 
because  this  clearly  was  not  a  case  contemplated 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  , 

Mr.  LARN ACH  thought,  after  the  explanation 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  the^ 
motion  should  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  honor-. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M 


TruH  Funds. 


[HOUSE.] 


TruHFitfuh. 


[Not.  7 


able  member  for  the  Tateri  should  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  RE  ID  said  he  had  no  objection  to  with- 
draw the  motion  if  the  GK)Temment  would  OMler- 
take  to  resist  any  payment  of  money  to  these 
persons. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUK  was  quite  willing  to 
accept  an  assurance  of  that  kind  from  the  6K>- 
remment.  It  was  never  intended  that  the 
€k>TemmeDt  should  be  bound  to  pay  this  £800. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived,  uid  original 
motion  agreed  to. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 
Mr.  STEVENS,  in  moving  the  moti<m  standing 
m  his  name,  said  that  he  had  placed  the  notice 
•n  the  Order  Paper  some  time  since,  with  two 
objects  in  view.  One  was  to  obtain  what  he 
thought  necessary  for  public  information,  and  the 
other  was  to  cure  what  he  considered  to  be  a 
mischief  in  the  management  of  our  Trust  Funds. 
There  was  now  before  the  House  a  veiy  impor- 
tant return  of  the  Public  Trust  Funds ;  but  the 
House  was  not  at  present  in  possession  of  any 
infonnation,  so  far  as  ho  was  aware,  as  to  thie 
securities  in  which  these  funds  were  invested; 
and,  although  the  subject  had  been  brought  up  by 
a  question  put  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Totara,  it  seemed  to  him  that  if  he  called  atten- 
tion to  this  subject  again  it  would  be  found 
rather  advantageous  than  otherwise.  Ho  believed 
it  would  be  found,  from  the  return  which  he 
had  asked  for,  that  there  was  considerably  over 
£900,000  of  Trust  Funds,  which  were  invested  in 
a  ▼ariety  of  securities ;  but  the  whole  of  thete 
were  securities  of  the  colony.  There  were  two  or 
three  exceptions,  he  beliered — some  mortgages 
and  bonds  of  local  bodies — but  the  greater  portion 
of  the  money  was  invested  in  the  securities  of 
the  colony,  including  Treasury  bills  and  deben- 
tures of  different  denominations,  such  as  the 
De£9nce  and  General  Purposes  Loan,  and  others. 
But  the  view  he  took  of  the  matter  was  this :  He 
did  hot  think  the  colony  would  at  any  time  be 
unable  to  meet  its  engagements;  but  it  might 
be  worth  while  to  consider  whether  they  should 
not  make  some  perfectly  satisfactory  arrangement 
for  the  protection  of  the  funds  that  were  in  trust, 
more  especially  considering  the  magnitude  of  the 
amount  involved.  For  instance,  there  was  the 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  in  which  funds  were 
invested  to  the  amount  of  £720,000  or  £780,000. 
There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  both  in 
the  House  and  in  another  place,  on  this  point, 
and  there  had  been  two  or  three  proposals  made 
for  doing  away  with  any  risk  in  connection  witli 
the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  funds.  He  could 
not  say  that  any  of  those  proposals  were  to  his 
mind  satisfactory.  One  proposal  was  that  the 
system  which  prevailed  in  Austria  should  be 
introduced — ^namely,  to  make  necessary  notice  of 
withdrawal  sometmn^  similar  to  that  required  in 
codinary  banking  business,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
run  upon  the  funds.  He  believed  the  adoption 
of  such  a  course  would  materially  interfere  with 
the  value  of  the  institution.  Ever  since  the 
establishment  of  the  system  in  1866,  people  had 
become  so  aeeustomed  to  the  privilege  m  being 
Mr,  Lamach 


able  to  withdraw  their  money  at  call,  that  any 
imposition  of  restraint,  such  as  calling  npon 
people  to  give  notice  of  the  withdrawal,  would 
meet  with  public  disapproval.  He  would  be 
very  sony  to  see  the  colony  do  otherwise  than 
invest  the  p;reater  portion  of  its  trust  funds  in  its 
own  securities,  because  the  colony  was  able  to 
give  a  much  higher  rate  of  interest  to  depoeiton 
than  it  would  be  aUe  to  give  on  any  other  system 
on  the  money  in  the  Poet  Office  Savings  Banks. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  the  colony  should  make  provision  for  sup- 
plying any  funds  that  might  be  wanted  if  there 
happened  to  be  a  sudden  rush  made  upon  tho 
Trust  Funds.  As  he  had  made  a  complaint,  h« 
was  disposed  to  take  this  opportunity  of  mi^* 
ing  a  suggestion,  by  way  of  remedy,  to  the  Colo- 
nial  Treasurer — namely,  that  the  Trust  Fonda 
should  be  treated  separately  from  all  other  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  that  special 
arrangements  should  be  made  with  the  €h>vem- 
ment  banker  to  provide  a  good  sound  proportion 
of  the  amount  of  money  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government — for  the  present  he  thought 
from  £800,000  to  £400,000  would  be  abundant — 
to  meet  any  sudden  demand  on  those  Ainds.  H« 
had  tabled  the  motion  with  a  view  of  drawing 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  with  the  hope  that 
something  would  shortly  be  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  direction  he  had  indicated. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, "  I%«t 
there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  of  the  seoori- 
ties  held  against  the  Publio  Trust  Funds." — 
(Mr.  Stevens.) 

Mr.  LABNAOH  said  that  the  return  asked  fop 
was  a  very  important  one.  Hitherto  the  Hoqm 
had  not  been  sufficiently  vigilant  in  this  direo* 
tion,  but  i^peared  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which 
the  Trust  Funds  had  been  managed.  The  pre- 
sent Government,  however,  would  have  much 
pleasure  in  endeavouring  to  alter  this  state  of 
things  by  seriously  considering  the  question,  and 
they  would  furnish  the  return  asked  for  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  He  would  point  oat 
that  it  was  a  very  serious  thing  to  invest  tiis 
whole  of  the  money  depomted  with  the  GK>veni- 
ment  in  Government  securities  alone,  and  it 
rested  with  the  House  to  say  whether  this  system 
should  prevail  for  the  future,  or  whether  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  the  Trust  Funds  should  bs 
invested  in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Christchurch  Gity,  or  in  soms 
other  legitimate  way,  and  not  by  lending  them 
to  ourselves. 

Mr.  BEES  had  taken  oonsiderable  interest  in 
this  matter  during  the  last  two  or  three  yean. 
In  fact,  nearly  three  years  ago  he  oommunicatcd 
with  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  M[ajor  Atkin* 
son,  on  the  subject.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
colony  was  falling  into  rather  a  dangerous  con- 
dition, inasmuch  as  the  Savings  Bank  funds  wers 
being  invested  in  Treasury  bills.  It  occurred 
to  him  that  if  the  personr  who  deposited  their 
money  with  the  Government  were  suddenly  to 
make  a  demand  for  the  return  of  that  monsj, 
and  if  the  colony  weve  pushed,  there  would  be  a 
great  deal  of  dimoulty  in  raising  the  amount  that 
would  be  nacssiagy  to  ifttiffy  fcfasm.    He  wrsla  ta 
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the  kie  Oolonial  Treasurer,  from  whom  he  re- 
oeiTed  an  elaborate  replj.  He  (Mr.  Bees)  sug- 
gested that  some  of  the  guaranteed  debentures 
should  be  plaoed  to  the  credit  of  the  Trust  Funds, 
because  those  debentures  were  alwaTs  flood  in  the 
market  and  could  always  be  realiced.  There- 
fore investors  could  alwajs  rc^  on  baving  some 
guarantee  for  their  money.  The  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  replied  that  the  Ministry  belieyed  the 
enrrenfc  seeurities  of  the  oobny  were  ample 
■eeuiity,  and  therefore  they  oould  not  accept  the 
adTiee.  Since  that  time  the  funds  had  increased, 
but  U^re  was  now  a  very  small  cash  balance  in 
hand.  The  amount  of  money  inrested  with  the 
QoTemment  by  the  public  was  about  £882,000, 
but  he  belieTed  that  out  of  that  amount  tiiere 
was  only  about  £50,000  in  the  shape  of  cash 
in  hand,  the  rest  of  the  money  beine  inrested 
either  in  the  ordinary  debentures  of  the  colony, 
payable  at  some  future  date,  or  in  Treasury 
uUs.  If,  then,  the  Government  were  to  be  called 
upon  suddenly  to  restore  the  money  to  the  pro- 
per owners,  they  might  not  be  able  to  do  so.  fie 
thought  the  return  asked  for  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Christohurch  City  ought  to  be  laid 
on  the  table  at  once.  Indeed,  he  understood  it 
was  already  prepared.  When  the  return  was 
laid  OB  the  table,  the  honorable  member  for 
Christchuich  City  oould  bring  forward  some 
reaolutioii  in  relation  to  the  matter,  for  the  pur- 
pose^ of  carrying  out  his  views,  and  then  the 
nooOTable  gentleman  would  undoubtedly  be  doing 
good  service  to  the  colony.  The  Trust  Fund 
ooneemed  a  larse  number  of  people,  and  those 
who  had  invested  their  money  with  the  Qt>vem- 
lasBt  might  at  any  moment  find  themselves  com- 
pelled to  withdraw  their  funds  from  the  pos- 
session of  the  Qovemment.  At  present  such 
investors  were  placed  in  a  very  much  worse 
position  than  any  others  who  had  invested  in 
other  seeurities.  The  fiouse  should  not  allow 
that  state  of  things  to  continue.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  see  that  there  should  always  be  a 
sufficiancy  of  cash  in  hand  to  meet  any  ordinary 
dsBuuids  which  might  be  made,  or,  at  any  rate, 
seeurities  on  which  money  could  be  raised  at 
once.  The  condition  of  the  Trust  Fund  had  for 
a  kog  time  been  unsatisfaetory,  and  it  was  plain 
that  the  colooy  ought,  under  any  circumstances, 
to  be  able  to  maintain  its  credit  in  that  particular 
biaacb. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SALE  OF  SPIRITS  TO  NATIVES. 
Mr.  SUTTON,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  that  several  weeks  ago  he  asked 
the  late  Government  whether  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Ordinance 
of  1847  i^sferring  to  the  supply  of  liquor  to  the 
Native  people^  and,  as  he  did  not  receive  a  satis- 
isetory  reply,  he  now  put  this  motion  on  the 
Order  Paper.  There  were  very  few  members  of 
the  House  who  had  ever  seen  the  extraordinary 
Ordinance  which  was  passed  in  1847.  In  the 
pari  of  the  country  from  which  he  came  there 
were  at  the  present  time  not  more  than  two 
oopies  oi  that  Ordinance.  There  were  no  pub- 
cv  hMxn  oi  wholesale  Uoenset  for  the 


sale  of  li<iuor  who  knew  exactly  what  the  law 
was,  and  in  a  Hawke's  Bay  paper  which  he  saw 
a  few  days  a«>  he  observed  that  an  hotelkeeper 
had  been  fined  for  selling  one  glass  of  ale  to  a 
Native  in  contravention  of  that  Aot.  If  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  keep  such  an 
Ordinance  on  the  Statute  Book — an  6rdinance 
which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  long  affo  to  have 
been  repealed — ^he  Uiought  there  ought  to  be  a 
proper  Act,  so  that  hotelkeepers  and  others  who 
sola  liquor  should  know  what  it  was.  He  moved 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ''That 
the  Ordinance,  No.  8,  passed  12th  August,  1847, 
referring  to  the  supply  of  liquors  to  the  Native 
race,  be  reprinted,  with  a  view  of  distributing  the 
same  for  public  information,  and  that  all  hcSders 
of  publicans'  and  wholesale  licenses  throu^^out 
the  colony  shall  be  supplied  with  copies." — (Mr, 
Sutton.) 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  spd[s  last 
was  not  aware  that  every  publican  and  seller  el 
liquor  as  well  as  every  otMr  man  was  si:4>pos0d 
to  know  the  law,  and  that  it  was  no  exense  for 
any  oerson  to  say  that  he  did  not  know  the  law. 
He  (Captain  Bussell)  was  sony  that  the  Ministry 
of  the  day  had  not  seen  their  way  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  repeal  the  Ordinance  referred  to.  In  his 
opinion  it  was  an  extremely  important  matter 
that  these  Ordinances  specially  referring  to  the 
Native  race  should  be  got  rid  of.  He  thought 
the  time  had  come  when  an  attempt  should  he 
made  to  amalgamate  the  two  races.  He  thon^ 
they  should  not  keep  Ordinances  on  the  Statute 
Book  which  made  a  difference  between  the  two 
races.  If  any  honorable  member  took  the  trouble 
to  read  the  Ordinance  he  must  see  that  it  was 
absolutely  inoperative.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no 
honorable  member  of  the  Native  race  had  a  right 
to  get  a  glass  of  beer  at  Bellamy's.  He  believed 
that  any  waiter  at  Bellamy's  who  sup(died  a 
Native  member  with  a  glass  of  beer,  or  even  a 
glass  of  shandygaff,  was  lutble  to  a  penalty  of  £10. 
The  Ordinance  went  even  further  than  that.  It 
provided  that  if  anybody  asked  a  Native  to  have 
a  glass  of  fermented  liquor  he  was  liable  to  a 
penalty  for  so  doing.  Everybody  must  recognise 
the  fact  that  the  law  was  inoperative.  In  no 
part  of  the  North  Island  where  ne  had  ever  been 
was  there  the  slightest  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
the  Natives  obtaining  liquor.  It  must  be  patent 
to  everybody  that  to  have  a  law  on  the  Statute 
Book  which  was  openly  defied  in  every  possible 
direction  could  only  result  in  harm.  It  must 
teach  their  Maori  fellow-subjects  to  have  a  dis- 
respect for  the  law  instead  of  a  respect  for  it, 
which  was  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Assemblr 
to  endeavour  to  inculcate  in  their  minds.  He 
saw  by  the  5th  clause  of  the  Act  it  was  stated, — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  from  time 
to  time  to  modify  or  alter  or  suspend  the  opera- 
tions of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance 
which  it  may  appear  to  him,  from  the  state  of 
Native  feeling  on  the  subject  or  otherwise,  to  be 
impracticable  or  inexpedient  to  carry  into  imme- 
diate operation,  and  to  substitute  for  any  provi- 
sion which  may  be  so  suspended  any  other  provi- 
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Bion  or  proybions  better  adapted  to  give  effect  to 
the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance,  and  to  secure 
the  concurrence  of  the  Native  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  therein." 

If  his  colleague  had  moved  that  the  Governor 
should  be  respectfully  requested  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  this  Act  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  colony  it  would  have  been  a  more  sensible 
motion  than  that  which  he  had  now  brought 
before  the  House.  He  (Captain  Russell)  was  as 
anxious  as  anybody  could  be  to  assist  by  every 
means  in  his  power  to  stop  the  spread  of  drunken- 
ness amongst  the  Native  population ;  but  the 
keeping  of  this  Ordinance  on  the  Statute  Book 
did  not  tend  in  tliat  direction.  If  it  did  anything 
it  tended  to  increase  drunkenness,  inasmuch  as 
the  timid  dealer  might  be  afraid  to  sell  liquor  to 
the  Natives,  while  more  unscrupulous  or  bolder 
publicans  would  be  willing  to  do  so.  He  knew 
that  the  Natives  could  get  liquor  in  any  quantity, 
and  that  they  would  take  it  to  their  pas,  instead 
of  drinking  it  openly  in  the  hotel,  as  the  Euro- 
peans did.  He  had  known  the  Natives  of  a 
whole  pa  to  be  drunk  at  one  time  from  liquor 
purchased  wholesale.  He  thought  it  was  a  great 
mistake  to  keep  any  Ordinance  on  the  Statute 
Book,  which  was  absolutely  inoperative ;  and  for 
that  reason  it  was  his  intention,  when  the  proper 
time  came,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  the  existing  Act,  and  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  to  persons  of  the  Native  race. 
-  He  would  like  to  hear  what  the  Native  Minister 
had  to  say  on  the  subject,  when  perhaps  the 
necessity  for  his  bringing  forward  such  a  motion 
would  be  obviated. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  bad  no  objection  to  the  reso- 
lution, provided  all  the  words  after  the  word 
"reprinted"  were  struck  out.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  Government  should  be  called  upon  to 
supply  copies  of  the  Act  to  publicans  aily  more 
than  to  other  persons.  The  Ordinance  might  be 
reprinted,  and  sold  to  the  public  as  other  Acts 
were,  and  then  those  gentlemen  might  provide 
themselves  with  copies  in  the  ordinary  way.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  Ordinance 
referred  to  was  a  disgraceful  one,  and  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  on  tlie  Statute  Book.  Ho  thought 
it  was  a  wise  Ordinance  at  the  time  it  was  passed, 
and  if  it  had  been  properly  enforced  it  would 
have  been  a  good  thing  for  both  races.  The 
principal  curse  to  the  Native  people  was  their 
consumption  of  ardent  spirits;  and  if  they  were 
to  preserve  the  Native  race,  and  work  hand-in- 
hand  with  them  in  the  progress  of  this  colony, 
they  should  take  some  steps  to  prevent  them 
indulging  in  the  tmfettered  drinking  of  intoxi- 
cating spirits.  He  did  not  say  that  the  law  was 
in  a  satisfactory  condition,  but  honorable  mem- 
bers seemed  to  OA'erlook  the  fact  that  this  was 
not  the  only  law  in  force  on  this  subject.  There 
existed  on  the  Statute  Book  "  Tiie  Outlying  Dis- 
tricts SaJe  of  Spirits  Act,  1870,"  which  had  been 
brought  into  force  in  several  parts  of  the  North 
Island.  Ho  would  point  out  thot  at  present  the 
Natives  could  get  liquor  in  one  place  and  not  in 
another.  They  could  cross  an  imaginary  boun- 
dary-line and  drink  themselves  full,  though,  if 
ihey  obtained  one  glass  of  wine  on  the  other  side 
Ct^tain  Sussell 


of  that  boundary-line,  it  was  an  oflTence  against 
the  law,  ond  punishment  would  ensue.  Whilst 
it  was  not  desirable  to  retain  the  Ordinance  in 
it«  present  position,  they  would  bo  acting  un- 
wisely in  wholly  removing  the  restriction.  What 
would  be  a  fair  solution  of  tha  difficulty,  and 
one  that  was  asked  for  by  the  great  body  of  the 
Native  people,  would  be  to  give  them  a  power 
similar  to  what  was  given  to  Europeans  under 
the  Permissive  Bill,  and  similar  to. that  asked  for 
under  the  Local  Option  Bill — the  power  of  exclud- 
ing the  use  of  spirits  within  their  own  districts. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Captain 
Russell)  desired  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  it  should  be 
a  measure  going  in  the  direction  of  giving  the 
Native  "people  the  power  of  prohibiting  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  their  own  districts.  Those 
who  had  lived  any  time  among  a  Maori  popula- 
tion would  know  that  a  great  moral  benefit  would 
result  from  such  a  power  of  prohibition.  The 
great  evil  did  not  arise  so  much  from  the  drink- 
ing of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  European 
towns  as  from  the  quantity  which  the  Na- 
tives carried  back  with  them  to  their  aettlementa 
and  consumed  there.  They  brought  large  quan- 
tities of  liquor  with  them,  and  their  orgies  were 
sometimes  of  two  or  three  weeks*  duration.  If 
the  law  were  so  altered  as.  to  give  the  Natives  a 
voice  in  saying  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  11- 
qu6rs  should  be  prohibited  in  the  Native  settle- 
ments, he  believed  that  two- thirds  of  the  Ni^ive 
people  would  come  forward  voluntarily  and  ask 
that  such  a  law  should  be  put  into  force  in  their 
resj^ective  districts,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  and  consumption  of  ardent 
spirits,-  except  for  medicinal  purposes,  within 
their  limits.  That  being  done,  he  thought  the 
House  would  have  accomplished  all  that  possibly 
could  be  done.  If  they  attempted  to  enfoWje  the 
law  as  it  now  stood  throughout  the  colony,  they 
would  be  doing  a  gross  injustice  and  hardship. 
It  had  been  allowed  to  remain  a  dead-letter  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  had  become  inopera- 
tive. It  would  be  very  difficult  to  secure  a  con- 
viction under  the  existing  Ordinance.  He  had 
intended  to  bring  in  a  Bill  this  session  in  the 
direction  indicated,  and  he  did  not  say  that  be 
should  not  do  so.  He  would  be  glad  if  the 
honorable  member  for  Napier  (Captain  Russell) 
would  considt  with  him  upon  the  subject,  and,  if 
the  honorable  gentleman's  views  were  in  harmony 
with  his  own,  he  woidd  draft  a  Bill  to  carry  out 
the  object  desired — namely,  the  granting  to  the 
Native  people  the  power  of  preventing  the  im- 
portation and  use  of  ardent  spirits  in  purely 
Native  districts. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  be  very  happy  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  the  Native 
Minister.  He  would  not  bring  forward  a  motion 
asking  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  as  he  had  no 
desire  to  do  anything  except  to  put  the  law  into  a 
proper  shape. 

Mr.  SUTTON  cordially  agreed  with  the  Na- 
tivo  Minister  in  his  view  as  to  the  direction 
legislation  should  take  on  the  subject.  Such  a 
measure  as  the  honorable  member  had  indicated 
would  be  valuable  to  the  Natives,  and  remove 
a  very  great  deal  of  misunderstanding  and  hard-  • 
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■hip.    He  bad  no  objection  to  the  oiiUBsion  of  all 
the  words  after  the  word  '*  reprinted." 
Motion  as  amended  agreed  to. 

LIBRARY. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  moTing  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name — **  That  the  finances  of  the  colony 
do  not  justify  any  expenditure,  this  session,  on 
the  Parliameotarj  Library" — said  he  had  been 
induced  to  put  this  motion  on  the  Order  Paper 
some  time  ago  in  consequence  of  an  answer  to 
a  quMtion  given  by  the  late  Gk>TemmeQt  that 
it  was  their  intention  to  bring  down  a  Tote  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  library  building.  When 
they  were  proposing  to  raise  fresh  taxation,  and 
when  they  cnew  tluit  their  finances  were  not  in 
the  most  flourishing  condition,  this  was  not  the 
time  to  expend  money  in  public  buildings  that 
were  unnecessary.  The  library  attached  to  the 
House  was  quite  good  enough  for  the  requirements 
of  Parliament.  Of  course  it  might  be  said  that 
the  library  was  not  quite  so  safe  against  fire 
aa  if  the  building  were  erected  of  fireproof  ma- 
terial, either  brick  or  concrete ;  but  they  ought 
to  study  the  question  from  the  financial  point 
of  Tiew.  They  should  a*k  themselves  whether 
they  could  afford  those  luxuries.  Honorable 
members  must  admit  that  they  could  not  afford 
them  at  the  present  time;  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  do  without  them,  and  run  the  risk — li 
there  was  any  great  risk — as  to  fire. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived,  the 
Acrnre-SpxAKSB  left  the  chair. 

HOUSI  BSSUHEI). 

The  Actikg-Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  aeren  o'clock. 

NATIVE  MARRIAGES  BILL. 

Mr.  TAIAROA,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  he  had  brought  it  forward  Tritli 
the  view  of  validating  certain  marriages  between 
persons  of  the  Native  race.  It  was  said  that 
those  marriages  were  at  present  invalid  which 
had  not  been  celebrated  by  cler^men.  He  would 
not  eo  into  the  details  of  the  Bul,  but  would  con- 
tent nimaelfwith  moving  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WHTTAKER  said  the  Bill  appeared  to 
him  to  go  further  than  the  honorable  gentleman 
perhaps  meant  it  to  go.  As  far  as  the  vimdation  of 
fatnre  marriages  was  concerned,  he  thought  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  whatever  about  that ;  but 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Bill  would  have  the 
eifoct  of  validating  marriages  which  had  taken 
place  years  aso,  and  great  confusion  would  thus 
be  eauaed  in  Uiose  cases  where  Native  women  had 
disposed  of  property.  He  would  not  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  tne  Bill,  as  he  understood  that 
it  was  not  to  be  comnritted  that  night ;  but  when 
in  Committee  he  would  move  that  a  clause  be  in- 
serted which  should  provide  that  the  Bill  would 
have  no  eifoct  at  aU  on  property  which  had 
been  already  disposed  of.  This  Bill  was  retro- 
spective ip  its  character,  and  therefore  it  would 
be  dangerous.  Aa  a  rule  he  was  opposed  to  all 
letatMpectrre  Bills.  He  could  see  no  objection  to 
legalixing  Native  marriages  in  the  future,  but  he 
could  see  great  objection  to  validating  marriages 
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which  had  taken  place  many  years  ago,  and  thus 
invalidating  titles  which  were  now  good. 

Mr.  STOUT  could  not  understand  why  there 
should  be  any  objection  to  this  Bill,  but  if  there 
were  any  objection  to  it  he  thought  the  House 
should  be  informed  as  to  what  it  was.  It  seemed 
to  him.  to  be  a  very  harmless  measure.  Clause  8 
said, — 

"Every  marriage  heretofore  celebrated  between 
Natives,  where  the  marriage  ceremony  shall  have 
been  performed  by  any  person  who  at  the  time 
was  duly  authorized  by  law  to  celebrate  mar- 
I  riages,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be,  and  to 
have  been  from  the  time  such  ceremony  was  per- 
formed, valid  and  binding,  notwithstanding  that 
any  other  requirements  of  the  marriage  laws  then 
in  force  may  not  have  been  complied  with." 

He  could  not  see  what  objection  there  could  be 
to  validato  a  marriage  which  had  been  performed 
by  an  officer  of  the  Government.  Could  it  be 
said  for  a  moment  that,  because  the  officer  of  the 
Q-overnment,  or  the  clergyman,  might  not  have 
complied  amongst  the  Natives  with  some  technical 
requirement  of  our  marriage  law,  the  marriace 
was  invalid,  and  the  children  illegitimate  F  Red- 
tape  was  ail  veiy  well  in  its  way,  but  it  should 
not  be  carried  to  this  extreme.  As  far  as  it 
affected  the  rights  of  children,  what  did  that 
amount  to?  It  only  meant  that  at  the  death  of 
the  parents  the  children  should  inherit  any  pro- 
perty that  was  left. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  would  state  a  case.  Sup- 
pose a  woman  sold  any  propertv  when  the  actual 
requirements  of  the  marriage  law  had  not  been 
strictly  couiplied  with. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that  would  not  matter  so 
long  as  her  husband  assented. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  would  like  to  know  what 
would  happen  if  the  assent  of  the  husband  had 
not  been  given. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  it  would  make  no  difibresce 
if  the  husband  Iiad  got  the  consideration-money. 
The  provision  that  the  children  should  be  de- 
prived of  their  rights  should  only  be  made  to 
refer  to  those  cases  in  which  the  person  who 
dealt  with  the  woman  knew  her  to  be  unmarried. 
But  nothing  of  the  sort  should  take  place  when 
those  persons  did  not  know  that  the  ceremony 
had  not  been  performed.  Where  the  persons 
who  dealt  with  the  woman  were  ignorant  on 
this  point,  it  would  be  most  unfair  to  step  in 
and  deprive  the  children  of  their  property.-  He 
agreed  that  a  proviso  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Bill  to  the  efllect  that,  where  a  person  had  dealt 
without  the  knowledge  that  the  woman  with 
whom  he  was  dealing  was  married,  the  rights 
of  the  children  might  be  interfered  with,  but 
that  where  there  was  that  knowledge  the  rights 
should  not  be  taken  away. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikato  was  one  that 
could  be  entertained  and  discussed  in  Committee. 
He  objected  to  the  clause  referred  to,  and  he 
hoped  the  honorable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
would  see  his  way  to  withdraw  it,  as  it  asked  too 
much.  The  only  point  was  that  by  the  neglect 
or  ignorance  of  the  person  appointed  to  celebrate 
'  marriages  between    Natives  a  teohnioal  defect 
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night  take  place,  and  it  might  be  said  that  the 
persona  were  not  lawfully  married.  Howerer, 
the  question  raised  could  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Bill  might  now  be  read  a  second 
time  without  further  debate. 

Mr.  STJTTOK  thought  the  BUI  ob^'ectionable, 
as  it  might  bring  about  a  state  of  thmgs  not  at 
all  desirable.  There  was  a  Registrar  in  almost 
every  town,  and  the  Natives  had  no  more  trouble 
than  other  persons  in  obtaining  marriage  licenses. 
He  objected  to  the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
retrospectire;  and,  so  far  aa  futurity  was  con- 
cerned, he  would  not  give  to  those  persons  who 
were  married  according  to  Native  customs  the 
same  right  to  property  as  if  they  were  married 
aocordinir  to  European  customs.  It  would  be  the 
duty  of  me  duly-authorized  person  to  perform  the 
marriage  ceremony  between  persons  of  the  Native 
race  according  to  the  English  law,  but  he  knew 
of  dereymen  who  had  not  done  so.  They  should 
leave  the  question  of  the  right  to  property  to  be 
settled  in  the  same  way  and  under  the  same 
law  as  such  questions  were  settled  between  Eu- 
ropeans. 

Mr.  TBAYEBS  said  that  the  question  laiaed 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato  was 
whether,  in  cases  where  such  marriages  were 
treated  as  void  l^  the  parties  to  them,  the  Bill 
might  not  affect  land  transactions  carried  out  by 
such  persons  since  the  date  of  the  marriage.  Bfe 
apprehended  that  his  honorable  friend  wished  to 
guard  against  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
validation  of  a  marriage  ab  inUio  which  the  per- 
NQs  might  have  chosen  to  treat  as  absolutely 
void  when  dealing  with  their  property. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LOCAL  OPTION  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Mr.  BEES  moved,  That  the  Chairman  leave 
the  chair. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  Chahnnan  do  now  leave 
the  chair ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  oilled  for, 
with  the  f<dlowing  result  i-» 

Ayes        ftO 

Noes        ... 28 


Majority  against... 


8 


Mt.  Ballance> 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitsroy, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 


Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.Oibbs, 


AtB8. 

Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellen. 
Mr.  Bees, 
Bfr.  Seaton. 

Nobs. 

'  Mr.  Murray-Aynslty, 

Mr.  Ormond, 
!  Mr.  Beid, 
1  Captain  Bussell, 
1  Mr.  Shrimski, 


SirC>.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hmrsthouse, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Mr.  BwansoD, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
TsUers, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Stout. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Clause  18. — Payment  of  enenses. 

Mr.  SWANSON  moved,  That,  in  the  words 
**  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fees  payable  for  pub- 
licans' and  other  licensee,"  the  words  "  the  fees 
payable  for  publicans'  and  other  licenses"  be 
struck  out,  with  a  view  to  inserting  the  words, 
**  local  rates,  if  the  prohibitory  clauses  are  pat 
in  force,  but,  if  the  prohibitorv  clauses  are  not 
put  in  force,  the  expenses  shall  be  defrayed  by 
the  defeated  party." 

Qnestion  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result : — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Minority  against . 


18 


Atbs. 

Bfr.  Ormondy 
Mr.Beid, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Telhrs. 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Stout. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  Sutton. 


Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  HodgiUnson, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
The  words  were  consequently  struck  out,  and 
the  amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  22. — Vote  against  particular  licenses. 
Mr.  KENNEDY  moved.  That  the  word  *'  per- 
sons"  be  omitted,  with  a  view  to  insert  the 
word  "ratepayer"  in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  bo 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause  i"  upon  wbiob 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  foUowiiig 
result  — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


20 
18 
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Mr.  J.  O.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Browo, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  De  Lftutonr, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hnrsthouse, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lam^den, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 


ATB8. 

<  Bfr.  Murray, 
I  Mr.  Onnond, 
I  Mr.  Rm8. 

Mr.  Beid. 
I  Oaptain  Russell, 
i  Mr.  Thornton, 

Mr.  Wooloock. 

TeUert. 
Mr.  Fox, 
i  Mr.  Stout. 

NoiB. 

Mr.  SeatoB, 
Mr.  Sejmour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Tole. 


Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Fitzzoj, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Jajoe, 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Tellers, 

Mr.  Mumj-ATnslej,      Mr.  Oibbs, 

Mr.  Bowe,  Mr.  Sutton. 

The  amendnient  was  consequently  negatiTed. 
New  danse. — Compensation. 
Mr.  BALLANCB  moTed  the  insertion  of  the 
following  new  clause: — '*The  owner  of,  and 
etery  other  person  having  any  beneficial  interest 
in,  any  pablichouse  for  which  a  license  shall  hare 
been  granted  previous  to  the  passing  of  this  Act 
the  license  for  which  be  taken  away  or  be  abo- 
lished under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be 
entitled  to  full  compensation  for  all  loss  which  he 
or  thej  may  sustain  by  the  exercise  of  the  pro- 
hibitoiT  clauses  of  this  Act ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
do^  ci  the  Licensing  Court  to  cause  such  com- 
pensation to  be  assessed  in  such  manner  as  such 
Comt  shall  think  reasonable;  and,  before  any 
Heense  shall  be  taken  awav  or  abolishedl  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  persons  promoting 
the  proceedings  under  section  sixteen  of  this  Act 
shall  give  security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court 
for  the  payment  of  such  compensation.'* 

Question  put,  "That  the  clause  be  read  a 
second  time ;  "  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ay«i         28 

Soes         16 


Majority  for 


Mr.BaHT, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  jr.  S.  Brown, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  KUroy, 
Sira.  Orey, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Imnmehf 
Mr.Losk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


12 

Atsb. 

]  Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  O'Borke, 
I  Mr.  Bees, 
t  Mr.  Bowe, 

Captain  BusseU, 

Mr.  Beaton, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Stevciis, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers. 
Mr.Ballaatt, 
Mr.  Button. 


Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthonse, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Nosa. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Beid, 

Shrimski, 

lliomson, 

Wakefield, 

Woolcock. 

Tellere. 
Pox, 
Stout. 


The  clause  was  consequently  read  a  second 
time. 

Question  put, "  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the 
Bill ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         21 

Noes         U 


Majority  for 


Mr.  BariT, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  £.  Brown, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fiteroy, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 


ATM. 


Mr.*0'Borke, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellere. 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Sutton. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Macfarlane,  Tellere, 

Mr.  McLean,  Mr.  Fox, 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Stout. 

The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Progress  was  roported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursdojf,  8th  November,  1877. 


First  Besdingt— Second  Beftdiog-Third  Headings— Edu* 
oation  BeterTes  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaxbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Crown  Bedress  Bill  (No.  1),  Canterbury  Bivert 
Bill,  Ciiristchuroh  City  Beserves  Bill,  Thames 
Water  Supply  BilL 

SECOND  BEADINa. 
Wysdham  Bearcation  Beserre  BilL 
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THIRD  READINOS. 
Havelock    Oommon&ge    Bill,    Dunedin    GkM>l 
Street  Bill,  Special  Contracts  Confirmation  Bill, 
SlaughterbouBes  Bill. 

EDUCATION  RESERVES  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  4. — Apportionment  of  education  reserves 
for  purposes  of  primary  and  secondary  educa- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  mored,  That  the 
word  **  one- fourth  '*  be  omitted,  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  *'  one-eighth.'* 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  proposed  to 
be  omitted  oo  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  '*  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         6 

Noes         17 


Majority  against . 


Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Miller, 


11 

Atbs. 

I  Mr.  Paterson, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 
i  Colonel  VHiitmore. 


Nobs. 


Captain  BaiUie,  Mr.  Lahmann, 

,  Colonel  Brett,  Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Cbamberlin,  Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Peacock, 

Dr.  Grace,  Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Qt,  R.  Johnson,         Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston,  Mr.  Williamson. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

The  word  "one-fourth*'  was  consequently 
struck  out. 

Tlie  Hon.  Sir  J.  L.  C.  RICHARDSON  moved, 
That  the  word  "  one-sixth  "  be  inserted. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  * one-eiglith,' 
proposed  to  be  omitted  for  the  purpose  of  insert- 
ing '  one-eixth,'  do  stand  part  of  the  clause ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes        7 


Minority  for 


9 


Ants. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Cbamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Dr.  <}race, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  G-.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut -Colonel  Kenny, 


Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Pliarazyn, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  WUtmore. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  WiUiamion. 


Ci^tain  Baillie, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Miller, 

The  amendment  was  conieqaently  agreed  to, 
Mr,  Ballanet 


the  word  "  one-eighth  "  inserted,  and  the  clause 
as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  14. — Power  to  lease  lands. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  moved.  That  the 
words  "  or  pubho  tender  "  be  omitted. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  clause ; "  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  foUowiog 
result: — 


Ayes 

Noes 

Majority  for 


12 
6 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  0-.  R.  Johnson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menzies, 


Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Phanumi, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


Mr.  Cbamberlin, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Paterson, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


The  amendment  was  conse(]uentty  negatived. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leare  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
nine  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Sih  Kovemhm',  1877. 


Adjonromsnt  —  Eyebum  Hundred  —  Maomhoe  Fishing 
Bights— Feat  hertton  and  Masterton  Hail  war-- Pans 
Exhibition— Want  of  Confidence — PriTilege— Want  of 
Confidence.         

.Mr.  Spbaxbb  took  the  chair  at  half-patt  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  I  move,  as  to-morrow  will 
be  the  Prince  of  Wales's  birthday  and  a  public 
holiday.  That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn 
to  half-past  two  o'clock  on  McncUty. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  trust  honorable  mem- 
bers  will  not  agree  to  the  proposition,  as  there  is 
very  important  business  before  the  House.  Ko 
doubt  tnere  are  many  honorable  members  who 
desire  to  treat  the  majorily  of  this  House  with 
contempt  and  disrespect,  but  the  House  will  not 
be  found  to  submit  to  such  treatment.  In  addi* 
tion  to  the  other  notices  on  the  Paper,  I  have  one 
of  veiy  great  importance,  and  I  am  sure  it  will 
meet  with  the  approval  of  a  considerable  majoritT 
that  we  should  sit  to-morrow,  and  continue  busi- 
ness on  Saturday,  if  necessary,  so  as  to  get  through 
with  it. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  can  hardly  understand  the 
opposition  of  the  honorable  member  for  E^ont 
to  the  proposal  for  adjournment,  as  it  is  m  idl 
caiee  usu4  to  adjourn  on  saoh  a  day  aa  ^^ 
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Prinoe  of  Wales's  birthdaj.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber saja  there  is  a  great  deal  of  prirate  bosiness 
on  the  Order  Paper,  but  he  has  lately  shown  a 
great  deal  of  obstructiTeness  to  the  canrjing  on  of 
that  business.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  and 
those  who  act  with  him  had  really  desired  to 
forward  the  business  of  the  House,  it  might  bj 
this  time  have  been  proro^ed.  What  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  object  is  I  cannot  say.  I  am 
sure  it  cannot  be  for  the  purpose  of  getting  into 
oflice  again,  for  there  is  not  the  faintest  hope  of 
his  doing  so.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  he 
has  an  important  notice  on  the  Paper,  and  I  pre- 
sume that  is  the  motion  in  regard  to  want  of 
confidence.  I  do  not  think  that  motion  is  of 
much  importance.  I  apprehend  that  the  rea- 
son why  the  honorable  gentleman  gave  notice 
of  it  is  a  Tery  reasonable  one.  He  was  debarred 
the  other  day  from  haying  his  reply  as  mover  of 
the  last  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and,  having 
lost  his  right,  he  has  taken  a  coarse  which  is 
usual,  and  has  given  notice  of  another  motion,  in 
order  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
his  speech.  It  cannot  mean  anything  el»e.  I 
do  not  wonder  at  the  honorable  gentleman  being 
anxious  to  get  a  reply,  for  we  saw  that  there  was 
nobody  on  his  side  of  the  House  who  could  say 
anything  in  his  behalf,  and  lie  was  left  alone. 
The  drnsion  came  on  more  suddenly  than  was 
expected,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti  could  not  get  out  his  financial  statement. 
I  noticed  that  he  received  a  number  of  slips  from 
his  friends  around  him,  but  he  did  not  seem  to 
know  what  to  do  with  them ;  and  I  can  therefore 
very  well  understand  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  and  his  friends  wishing  to  make  further 
statements.  That  is  a  very  proper  thing  for  him 
to  do  in  his  position  towards  the  country.  There 
are  actually  some  people  who  say  that  there  was 
indecent  baste  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  de- 
sire to  get  back  into  office.  He  no  doubt  wishes 
to  replr  to  that.  Then  there  is  a  statement, 
which  1  can  hardly  credit,  that  there  are  certain 
honorable  gentlemen,  who  only  a  short  time  ago 
said  they  had  no  confidence  in  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont,  and  could  not  trust  him,  in  the 
present  critical  position  of  the  colony,  with  the 
•barge  of  the  finances,  yet  who  are  actually  going 
to  vote  with  him  now.  He  will,  no  doubt,  have 
to  enlarge  at  some  considerable  length  upon  that 
subject,  and  that  in  itself  will  probably  make 
that  motion  an  important  one  in  his  eyes.  Then 
there  were  other  members  —  for  example,  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Avon — who  did  not  address  the 
Houee,  and  who  will,  no  doubt,  wish  to  do  so.  I 
feel  sure  that  anything  the  honorable  member  for 
Aron  has  to  say  will  be  listened  to  with  great 
respect,  because  he  has  always  protested  against 
a  oontinnons  Ministry,  and  against  the  idea  that 
there  was  only  one  class  of  men  in  the  colony 
who  were  competent  to  rule.  He  has  always 
held  that  there  were  sufficient  honorable  mem- 
bers of  ability  in  the  House,  outside  of  the  GK>- 
▼emment,  who  oould  form  a  Ministiy,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  the  honorable  gentleman  still  holds  that 
opinion,  and  will  take  this  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing it,  or  slato  what  was  the  cause  of  his  sudden 


change  of  views  in  regard  to  the  question.  I  feel 
certain  the  honorable  gentleman,  when  he  ad- 
dresses the  House,  will  be  able  to  explain  what 
principles  should  guide  honorable  members  in 
reference  to  their  political  conduct  —  namely, 
whether  there  should  be  adherence  to  party  ties 
and  principles,  or  whether  honorable  members 
should  be  guided  sim^y  hy  personal  feelings  and, 
perhaps,  personal  ammosity  having  no  relation 
whatever  to  political  matters.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  when  he  ad- 
dresses the  House,  will  be  able  to  explain  his 
conduct  in  a  way  that  will  satisfy  this  House  and 
the  public  outside.  I  feel  sure,  ^so,  that  rumours 
which  have  been  circulated  in  the  lobbies  with 
regard  to  cards  being  handed  about  with  the 
names  of  certain  honorable  members  on  them 
as  those  who  are  to  form  a  Ministry  are  not  true. 
I  am  sure  the  honorable  member  for  Avon  will 
say  that  it  is  not  true  that  he  is  to  be  a  leader 
in  the  assault  upon  the  Treasury  benches,  and  I 
am  certain  the  honorable  members  for  Nelson  City 
have  not  all  assented  to  it ;  or,  if  it  be  true  that 
their  names  are  on  those  cards,  they  have  been 
put  there  without  their  consent.  They  would 
not  for  one  moment  allow  their  names  to  be 
abused  in  such  a  manner,  because  there  are 
people  outside  who  critidse  our  actions,  and  they 
might  make  accusations  which  those  honorable 
members  might  not  feel  it  pleasant  to  listen  to. 
As  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  has  stated 
that  this  motion  of  his  is  important,  I  should  like 
to  know  in  what  its  importance  lies.  So  far  as 
ParliamentarT  precedent  goes,  I  am  sure  he  will 
not  find  one  for  a  motion  of  this  kind  being  given 
the  very  day  after  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
has  been  decided.  Those  who  saw  the  agitated 
state  of  mind  in  which  certain  honorable  gentle- 
men and  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  were 
yesterday  must  have  sympathized  with  them. 
Thej  had  made  up  their  minds  that  they  would 
succeed,  and,  being  defeated,  they  felt  very  much 
put  out ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
seek  to  obstruct  business.  I  am  sure  the  honor- 
able member  only  aims  at  servinff  his  country,  and 
therefore  cannot  suppose  that  this  Parliament  is 
so  devoid  of  men  oi  ability  and  influence  that 
there  are  none  in  it  but  himself  and  his  followers 
who  can  guide  the  afikirs  of  the  country.  He 
cannot  suppose  that  some  dire  calamity  will  fol- 
low if  he  cannot  get  back  on  those  seats,  and  act 
in  the  manner  so  well  described  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Totara  as  servile  in  the  session  and 
defiant  in  the  recess.  I  am  sure  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Totara  would  never  by  his  vote 
aid  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  and  his  late 
colleagues  to  get  back  on  the  Treasury  benches. 
I  hope  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  will 
act  on  this  occasion  as  he  has  done  on  many 
others  when  an  adjournment  has  been  proposed. 
For  example,  this  very  week  an  adjournment  was 
proposed,  and  he  at  once  jumped  up  and  opposed 
it;  but  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  immediately  afterwards  said  the  adjourn- 
ment might  be  agreed  to,  and  then  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  acquiesced.  That  shows  ft 
very  conciUatory  spirit,  and  I  feel  certain  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  not  at  all  afraid  that  hf 
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might  lose  the  rote  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  Citj  if  he  went  against  bim  in  the 
matter  of  adjournment.  The  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  is  not  present  now,  but  I 
hare  said  all  I  could  to  inauce  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  to  agree  to  the  adjournment, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  act  in  the  same 
conciliatory  spirit  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
withdraw  all  opposition.    I  hope  the  honorable 

fentleman  will  do  that,  and  set  an  example  to  the 
louse,  by  showing  that  no  ill-feeling  exists  and 
that  party  spirit  has  no  place  here.  I  hope  he 
wiU  get  up  and  say,  "  I  was  in  error  in  opposing 
the  adjournment.  I  haye  consulted  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon,  and  we  will  with- 
draw all  opposition." 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Some  days  ago  the  House 
was  asked  to  adjoam,  with  the  view  of  reoeiTing, 
through  Ministers,  or  through  any  other  source 
by  wmob  it  might  come,  an  expression  of  His 
Bxoellency'fl  intention  with  regu^  to  the  reso- 
lution relating  to  its  priTileges  which  was  passed 
by  this  House.  That  was  a  resolution  which  a 
certain  portion  of  this  House  declined,  for  very 
good  reasons  as  I  thought,  to  express  any  opinion 
upon  at  all ;  and  we  were  asked  to  adjourn  until 
the  question,  which  was  CTidently  viewed  by  the 
Gt>Temment,  and  by  a  considerable  section  of  the 
House,  as  one  of  the  utmost  urgency,  should  be 
settled.  The  question  was  said  to  be  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  th^  country  and  to  the 
House,  and  no  business  was  to  be  taken  until  it 
was  disposed  of.  Contrary  to  our  expectations, 
that  question  did  not  come  on,  and,  as  we  know, 
a  division  took  place  which  was  entirely  unex- 
pected. Now  we  are  asked  to  adjourn  again. 
W  hat  for  ?  Not  to  await  His  £xoellen<^*s  answer 
to  the  resolution  forwarded  to  him  by  tnis House. 
That  seenm  to  have  lost  its  urgency  altogether, 
and  I  think  we  should  be  told  what  its  position 
now  is.  We  have  a  right  to  know  that  before  we 
adjourn  into  next  week. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
state  that  I  think  it  probable  His  Excellency's 
answer  may  be  placed  before  the  House  to-nighb. 
Mr.  BEES.— The  House  expected  a  treat  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  and  it  has  been 
disappointed.  The  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  asked  the  honorable  gentleman  if  he 
was  aware  that  his  name  was  being  used  as  one 
of  a  new  Ministry.  The  stars  in  their  courses 
having  fought  against  the  honorable  gentleman 
on  the  last  occasion,  and  the  defeat  of  the  present 
Ministry  being  thought  to  be  imminent,  a  new 
Ministry  is  to  be  formed,  in  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  to  take  a  prominent  part.  Every- 
body expected  the  honorable  gentleman  to  dis- 
claim having  allowed  his  name  to  be  used  in  this 
way.  That  gentleman,  among  others,  had,  up  to 
a  recent  period,  a  name  which  was  well  known 
and  much  respected  in  political  circles  in  New 
Zealand.  So  far  as  I  hare  heard,  his  political 
reputation  was  unblemished,  and  when  you  came 
to  prick  out  the  position  of  the  members  of  this 
Aesembly  on  the  political  chart  you  always  knew 
where  to  place  him.  But  I  am  afraid  you  can 
do  that  no  longer.  He  spoke  and  voted  against 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  as  Premier. 
Ji^.  Stout 


He  stated  solemnly  that  that  honorable  i 
was  no  longer  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  task  d 
administering;  the  affiurs  of  New  Zealand.  Yefe 
within  a  week  of  giving  that  solemn  promise  ho 
absolutely  and  literally  bound  himself  to  follow 
that  honorable  gentleman  on  to  the  Ministerial 
benches ;  and  ever  since  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  has  done  nothing  but  evince  indecent 
haste  to  get  into  office. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.— Are  these  statements  relevant 
to  the  question  of  adjournment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAEJ:B.— No  doubt  the  discussion  has 
travelled  beyond  the  question  immediately  hetom 
the  House  ;  but  that  naturally  arises  out  of  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont^ 
who  referred  to  the  importance  of  his  motion  a« 
a  reason  why  the  House  should  not  adjourn  till 
Monday.  I  am  not  disputing  the  propriety  of 
that  view ;  but)  at  the  same  time,  when  an  im* 
portant  motion  is  brought  into  the  discussion  by 
references  such  as  those  of  the  honorable  mem* 
ber  for  Egmont,  it  is  fiurly  open  to  be  criticiaed. 
Hence  it  is  that  we  have  got  into  a  discussion  that 
is  growing  wider  and  wider.  I  do  not  know 
where  to  stop  it.  I  can  only  hope  that  honorable 
members  will  confine  their  remarks  aa  much  aa 
possible  to  the  question  of  a<]youmment. 

Mr.  BEES. — Inconsistency  in  its  public  men  m 
this  Assembly  must  at  all  times  be  the  subject  of 
comment,  and  when  the  leader  of  a  party  olyeota 
to  this  House  adjourning  on  the  birthday  of  the 
Queen's  son  on  account  of  the  existence  of  a 
motion  the  effect  of  which  is  to  place  in  power 
certain  gentlemen  with  whom  the  name  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  linked,  I  think  we  are 
justified  in  commentiiig  upon  that. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.  —  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honorable  gentleman  surely  cannot  diseuas 
matters  which  are  so  entirely  irrelevant  to  the 
motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  thought  I  had  made  my- 
self clear  upon  that  point.  I  have  abeady  said 
that  irrelevant  matters  had  been  introduced,  and 
that  I  did  not  know  where  to  stop  their  intro* 
duction.  I  cannot  rule  the  honorable  gentleman 
out  of  order  if  he  disregards  the  ruling  I  have 
given. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  think.  Sir,  some . Jatitude 
should  be  allowed  in  a  discussion  in  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  has  accused  me  of 
defying  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No.  8  will  settle  that 

Mr.  SP£A£^B.— If  members  of  the  Hoote 
will  bandy  ofiensive  words  one  against  anotJier  I 
cannot  put  a  stop  to  it.  The  House  must  itidf 
interpose.  I  do  think  the  remark  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  has  given  a  lati- 
tude which  eveiy  honorable  member  has  a  n'l^t 
to  claim.  If  accusations  are  made,  they  will  of 
course  be  replied  to  in  one  form  or  another ;  and 
when  I  am  colled  upon  to  call  one  honorable 
member  to  order  I  must  remind  other  honorable 
members  that  if  they  will  throw  stones  they  must 
expect  stones  to  be  thrown  at  them  in  return. 
The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  has  done  thia. 
Now,  I  ask  the  House  to  pause  before  it  ar* 
rives  at  such  a  state  of  animosity  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  restrain  the  feelingt  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Aifoumment. 


[HOUSE.] 


Adjournment 


68 


HoTUe.  I  bope  the  Home  will  not  eennder  these 
viBMrke  oncallad  for. 

Sir  O.  G-REf. — ^I  rite  to  a  point  of  order. 
Whik  yoa  were  spettking,  Sir,  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  made  a  most  insulting  and 
ksproper  remtfk  to  me  across  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  made  no  insulting  re- 
mark.   I  said,  <<  No.  3  would  setUe  that." 

Sir  G.  G-BEY. — I  consider  that  a  most  impro- 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.— It  is  just  as  well  that  we 
dioald  understand  where  we  are.  I  do  not  de- 
ore  to  hear  anj  of  these  aside  remarks ;  but  I 
moat  say  that  I  consider  the  remark  of  the  honor- 
tJtAib  member  for  Egmont  exceedingly  nnparlia- 
mentavy  and  improper.  H  the  House  does  not 
think  it  its  duty  to  support  the  Speaker  it  had 
better  say  so.  The  House  may  depend  upon  it 
tkat  I  do  not  desire  to  occupy  this  seat  without 
ifte  support,  and  I  now  inform  the  House  that 
the  remark  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
ivms  exceeding  improper. 

Mr.  BABF F.— The  statement  made  by  you, 
Sir,  mutt  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  all  members 
of  this  House.  There  may  be  a  few  turbulent 
■pirits  piesent ;  but  I  belie?e  three-fourths  of  the 
House  will  support  you  in  your  ruling,  and  you 
may  feel  thoroughly  conyinoed  that  it  is  satisfac- 
torj  to  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— WhUe  I  say,  Sir,  that  the 
House  generally  supports  yon  loyally  in  the  dif- 
ficult position  you  fill,  I  also  think  that  it  will 
beeome  necessary  to  make  better  provision  to 
veetrain  certain  honorable  gentlemen  who  lately 
oeeapied  prominent  positions  in  this  House,  and 
compel  them  to  abide  by  your  ruling.  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  it  b  too  late  to  take  any 
steps  in  regard  to  a  eircumstance  which  occurred 
in  the  House  a  few  days  aeo.  I  mean,  when  cer- 
tain honorable  members  of  the  House  defied  your 
mling. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.  —  That  is  not  the  question 
now.  I  may  state  at  this  time  that  the  Speaker 
is  armed  with  sufficient  power  to  resist  those  who 
defy  him,  and  the  present  Speaker  is  determined 
to  wield  that  power  if  necessary.  It  is  well  that 
I  should  state  now  that  I  shall  not  continue  to 
oecnpj  this  position  if  I  am  to  be  defied  while 
I  am  performing  my  duties  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.  I  am  now  speaking  in  the  interests  of 
pariiamentaiy  goTemment,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  take  in^ood  part  what  I  have  said. 

Ifo.  BE£3. — W^hen  I  was  interrupted  I  was 
about  to  say  that  the  honorable  member  for 
I^;mont  has  distinctly  stated,  as  a  ground  why 
the  House  should  not  adjourn,  that  ms  motion  to 
the  effect  that  the  House  has  now  no  confidence 
in  the  Gbvemment  was  on  the  Order  Paper; 
and,  when  he  was  greeted  with  deristre  cries  of 
**  Hear,  hear,'*  from  certain  honorable  gentlemen, 
be  taonted  those  honorable  members  with  paying 
no  respect  to  the  House.  I  should  like  to  ask 
who  it  ia  that  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
CSty,  and  others  who  cried  out,  do  not  respect. 
Iba  can  budly  be  called  upon  to  respect  persons 
who  act  aa  aome  honorable  members  of  this  House 
hare  aetad.  The  motion  for  the  adjournment  is 
a  nmooMb  900,    The  Hooae  it  not  in  the  habit 


of  sitting  on  holidays,  though  I  beliere  that  laet 
session  we  did  sit  on  two  or  three  Saturdays  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  session.  I  belieye  that 
twice  during  this  session  the  House  adjourned 
because  eTenin|(  parties  were  taking  place  at  the 
houses  of  Ministers;  and  yet  we  find  the  ex- 
Premier  refusing  to  pay  this  token  of  respect 
to  the  son  of  his  ^een.  I  b^ere  that  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  has  only  been 
tabled  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  time.  He 
can  easily  repeat  the  motion  next  session,  and 
I  can  assure  him  that  I  do  not  think  he  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  it  this  session. 
The  honorable  members  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House  seem  to  think  that  the  Gk>Tem- 
ment  and  their  supporters  are  children ;  but  they 
are  greatly  mistaken  if  they  think  that  we  will 
allow  them  to  discuss  their  motion  this  session. 
Honorable  gentlemen  on  this  'side  of  the  House 
are  quite  prepared  to  remain  here,  if  necessary, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  country,  despite  the  efibrts  of 
the  other  side  to  impede  it.  I  hope  the  House 
will  pass  the  motion  for  adjonmment. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— Sir,  I  think  the  motion  of 
the  Premier  is  an  extremdy  reasonable  one. 
To-morrow  is  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  in  my  opinion  it  would 
not  be  right  for  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
to  sit  on  that  day,  for  by  so  doing  they  would 
not  show  their  loyalty  in  the  way  that  all  Eng* 
lishmen  are  in  the  habit  of  doing.  If  the  Pro- 
yincial  Ck>uncils  were  in  existence  now,  I  believe 
they  would  not  sit  on  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
birthday.  There  are  two  things  that  English- 
men glory  in — namely,  fair-play  and  loyalty.  In 
these  colonies  people  are  more  loyal  than  they 
are  in  EngUnd.  The  Native  Minister  has  stated 
that  if  the  Government  were  allovred  to  go  on 
with  the  business  the  session  would  soon  come  to 
an  end.  Yesterday  a  great  deal  of  business  was 
cleared  off  the  Order  Paper,  and  if  we  had  gone 
on  in  the  same  way  tonlay  a  good  deal  more  of 
the  business  would  have  been  cleared  off.  It 
would  be  much  more  profitable  to  do  this  than 
to  go  on  arguing  the  question  whether  or  not  we 
ought  to  sit  hfi^  to-morrow.  The  €k>vemment 
themselves  intend  to  be  very  busy  to-morrow. 
They  hoped  to  be  able  to  so  arrange  matters  that 
all  the  public  business  of  the  oountry  would  be 
disposed  of  by  next  week.  We  certainly  shall 
not  sit  to-morrow  if  we  consult  the  intereste  of 
the  oountry.  All  public  institutions,  indudinff 
the  sdiools,  will  be  diiut ;  and  what  will  be  said 
in  the  mother-country  if  it  becomes  known  that 
this  House  of  Bepresentatives  was  sitting  ?  What 
is  tiie  argument  that  has  been  advanced  ?  That 
thero  is  a  certain  motion  coming  on  to  the  effect 
that  this  House  has  no  confidence  in  the  Gk>vem- 
ment.  Now,  that  is  just  the  very  motion  that 
has  been  occupying  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  the  last  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  if  we 
take  it  up  again  and  discuss  it  we  shall  simply  be 
beating  threshed  straw,  which  is  very  unprofit- 
able work  indeed.  I  cannot  believe,  Sir,  that 
those  honorable  gentlemen  will  be  allowed  to  get 
back  to  these  boiches.  They  certainly  did  not 
acquit  themaelvet  so  very  well  when  tl^y  did 
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oooopy  them  that  we  should  allow  them  to  get 
back  again  to  them.  If  thej  had  ffuided  the 
House  properly  when  thej  had  the  cnance,  the 
session  might  have  been  closed  two  or  three 
months  ago.  And  I  expect  that  if  they  were 
back  again  on  these  benches  thej  would  be  doing 
just  the  Tcry  same  thinga  that  they  did  before — 
bringing  down  Bills,  throwing  them  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  allowing  ererything  in  their  Bills 
of  any  yalue  to  be  thrown  out,  and  doing  neither 
one  thing  nor  the  other.  To  meet  to-morrow 
would  be  very  unprofitable. 

Mr.  BABFF.— It  appears  to  me  that  the 
honorable  member  for  £gmont  might  have 
another  object  in  view  than  that  which  he  has 
expressed  as  influencing  him  in  bringing  for- 
ward Motion  No.  3.  It  has  occurred  to  me,  and 
doubtless  to  other  honorable  members,  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  is  simply  anxious 
to  apologize  for  his  conduct  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. It  is  not  many  days  since  we  saw  that 
honorable  gentleman  standing  up  defying  Mr. 
Speaker,  declining  to  sit  down  when  he  was  told, 
clawing  the  air  as  if  he  imagined  be  saw  ghostly 
oobweM  around  him,  and  generally  producing  a 
Tery  theatrical  effect.  It  occurred  to  me  (£at 
the  honorable  gentleman  misht  have  seen  the 
error  of  his  ways,  and  be  desirous  of  offering  a 
full  and  ample  apology  to  Mr.  Speaker  and  to  the 
House.  Although  in  a  discussion  like  this  there 
may  be  a  considerable  amount  of  latitude  allowed 
after  what  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont,  still  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise 
to  indulge  in  any  personalities  with  regard  to 
honorable  gentlemen  who  have  not  taken  part  in 
the  debate.  What  might  have  appeared  to  be 
somelhing  like  an  insinuation  in  regard  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  was  thrown  out  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
when  he  was  alluding  to  what,  in  plain  words, 
might  be  called  political  apostacy.  I  am  certain 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  does  not  intend 
to  apostatize  in  any  matter  whatever,  because  I 
have  more  confidence  in  that  honorable  gentleman 
than  to  believe  that  he  would  deliberately  say 
one  thing  one  day  and  a  totally  different  thing 
the  next.  I  am  the  more  convinced  in  this 
opinion,  because  I  heard  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, at  a  meeting  of  his  own  party  not  verv 
many  weeks  ago,  thus  advise,  lie  said,  "AU 
you  have  to  do  is  to  take  the  course  which  I 
shfdl  adopt — that  is,  notice  which  lobby  Major 
Atkinson  goes  into  with  bis  party,  and  go  into 
the  other.  When  an  honorable  member  gives 
expression  to  such  a  statement  as  that — many 
honorable  members  now  present  heard  it — I  can- 
not for  a  moment  believe  that  he  will  go  back 
firom  his  word,  particularly  when  I  know  that 
nothing  has  occurred  since  to  alter  the  position 
of  aihiurs,  except  a  certain  amount  of  factious 
opposition  and  obstruction  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  who  are  now  trying  to  raise 
a  discussion  on  a  very  unimportant  matter  indeed. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  proposition  for  an 
adjournment  is  only  a  reasonable  one.  I  remem- 
ber that,  some  years  aeo,  when  I  was  in  Yictoria, 
the  people  there  loyuly  celebrated  the  Prince 
of  WaJes's  wedding-day,  and  in  Melbourne  three 
Mr.  Tkom9on 


days'  holidays  were  observed.  Throughout  tba 
colonies  it  has  always  been  the  rule  to  make 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  birthday  a  public  holiday. 
Even  upon  the  diggings,  although  many  honor- 
able gentlemen  connected  with  pastoral  pursuits 
might  think  a  diggings  population  voy  vaSenoXt 
the  Warden  invariably  proclaims  a  public  holi- 
day in  a  case  like  this,  even  where  it  is  not  pro- 
vided in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  cold 
fields.  The  peculiar  line  of  conduct  adopted  by 
the  Opposition,  both  since  they  have  been  in  op- 
position and  when  they  were  on  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  House,  has  been  such  as  to  prevent  my- 
self and  nuiny  other  active  members  of  the  Houae 
from  taking  a  single  day  for  recreation.  Their 
conduct  has  been  of  that  description  that  many 
honorable  members,  who  would  have  been  better 
in  church  or  chapel,  have  had  to  stay  about  the 
lobbies  to  try  to  circumvent  the  peculiar  ma- 
noeuvres which  the  Opposition  endeavoured  to 
work  in  order  to  carry  out  their  objects.  I  think 
it  is  only  fair  that  we  should  have  a  holiday,  par- 
ticularly as,  in  aU  probability,  judging  from  the 
present  action  of  the  Opposition,  we  may  be  here 
until  Christmas. 

Mr.  MUBBAY.—I  think  the  Premier  would 
have  been  very  remiss  and  wanting  in  proper 
loyalty  if  he  had  not  moved  the  adjournment,  so 
as  to  enable  us  to  show  respect  to  the  future 
King  of  England.  And  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  would  have  acted  more  gracefully  had 
he  seconded,  as  leader  of  the  Opposition,  the 
motion  of  the  Premier,  and  shown,  by  sinking 
all  party  feeling  in  a  matter  of  this  sort,  that 
he  was  not  inferior  to  that  honorable  gentleman 
in  loyalty. 

Mr.  SHBIMSEI.— I  think  it  comes  with  veiy 
bad  grace  from  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
to  oppose  this  motion.  He  has  been  a  soldier, 
and  has  sworn  allegiance  to  Her  Majesty  in  that 
capacity  and  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and 
should  not  now  object  to  a  proper  expression  of 
our  loyalty.  This  is  au  instance  such  as  he  is  in 
the  habit  of  giving  us.  His  conduct  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  se«sion  has  been  anything  but 
becoming  to  his  position  ;  and  I  feel  very  mudi 
grieved  to  think  that  a  gentleman  who  luts  held 
the  position  of  head  of  the  Government,  and  who 
has  represented  the  Crown  in  this  House,  should 
oppose  a  motion  to  loyally  observe  as  a  holiday 
the  birthday  of  the  future  King  of  England. 

Question  put,  "That  this  House  at  its  rising 
do  adjourn  until  Monday  at  half-past  two 
o'clock ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         87 

Noes         88 


Minority  against . 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 


Ates. 

Bfr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.Beee, 
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Mr.  De  Lautonr, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  HarnliD, 
Mr.  Hblop, 
Mr.  Hodgkineoii, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kellj, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Mr.  husk, 
Mr.  Macandreir, 


Major  Atkinion, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
3Ir.  Baru9, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  R.  iDouglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hurstbouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  MrLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
3lr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Slieehan, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 

j  Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Thomson, 

'  Mr.  Tole, 

:  Mr.  Wakefield, 

,  Mr.  W.  Wood. 

1  TelUrs. 

I  Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

1  Mr.  Shrimski. 
Noes. 

Mr.  Reid, 

'  Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 

I  Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Whitrtker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


.     Tellers. 
Mr.  Harper, 
Captain  Morris. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

■  KYEBURN  HUNDRED. 
Kr.  D£  LA.UTOUR  asked  the  Minister  for 
Lands,  If  any  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  of  Otago  to  frame  regula- 
tioiia  for  the  depasturing  of  stock  on  the  Kye- 
bum  Hundred  ?  This  hundred  had  been  pro- 
claimed as  far  back  as  two  years  ago,,  and  for 
fnlly  eighteen  months  it  had  been  more  or  less 
taken  up,  so  that  there  were  at  present  about 
13,000  acres  token  up  out  of  a  total  of  about 
17,000  acres.  Under  the  Act  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Wa0t«  Lands  Board  to  frame  regulations,  so 
that  the  grazing  rights  might  not  be  monopolized 
by  the  pastoral  tenants  witliout  their  paying  any- 
thing to  the  Crown.  The  Board,  however,  for 
reasons  best  known  to  itself,  had  always  refused 
to  give  to  the  settlers  of  this  hundred  their 
eraxing  rights.  Six  months  ago  the  Board  re- 
iQsed  to  issue  the  depasturing  licenses  which  must 
be  held  before  grazing  rights  can  be  exercised. 
At  the  instance  of  the  late  Premier,  the  Board 
was  informed  that  their  action  was  irregular ;  and 
they  then  iaaaed  regulations.  He  now  wanted  to 
know  whether,  during  that  six  months,  they  had 
learned  that  during  the  two  years  preyionsly 
they  had  been  neglecting  their  duty  in  not  issuing 
pastoral  licenses.  If  no  8teps  had  been  taken 
to  frame  regulations,  he  hoped  the  Govemment 
would  restrain  the  action  oi  the  Board,  so  that 
the  settlers  might  have  in  their  own  hands,  after 
the  Ist  December,  that  which  htid  been  refused 
to  them  at  the  instance  of  (he  Board. 

VOL.  XXVlL-9. 


Mr.  MACANDREW  replied  that  he  found 
that  tlie  Waste  Lands  Board  was  giving  pub- 
lic notice,  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
Wardens  being  elected  before  the  1st  December 
next,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  depastur- 
ing of  stock  on  the  hundred.  Failing  sudi 
elections  taking  place,  the  Board  would  itself 
frame  regulations. 

MANGAHOE  FISHING  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Minister  for  Native 
Affairs, — (1.)  By  what  authority  Europeans  exer- 
cise fishing  rights  over  the  Mangahoe  Inlet,  in 
the  Provincial  District  of  Otago,  while  the  Na- 
tive title  thereto  has  not  been  extinguished? 
(2.)  If  the  Government  will  cause  a  stop  to  be 
put  to  such  acts  on  the  part  of  Europeans  until 
some  arrangement  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
Native  title  has  been  made  ?  The  inlet  referred 
to  was  situated  in  the  midst  of  his  land.  The 
lands  adjacent  to  the  place  had  all  been  granted, 
and  an  application  was  also  sent  in  for  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  title  to  this  inlet.  The  Na- 
tive Affairs  Committee  recommended  that  the 
case  should  be  heard  before  the  Natiye  Land 
Court,  and  application  was  sent  in  ;  but  the  hear- 
ing had  not  taken  place.  The  Europeans  were 
in  the  meantime  plundering  all  the  oysters  and 
fish  from  the  place,  and  selling  them  in  Dunedin ; 
and  the  second  part  of  his  question  asked  that  a 
stop  should  be  put  to  that  proceeding,  until  the 
Native  title  was  extinguished.  The  Natives  were 
not  receiving  any  benefit  from  what  was  obtained 
from  the  place,  but  were  remaining  quiet  until 
the  matter  was  settled,  while  the  Europeans  were 
getting  all  the  advantage. 

Mr.  SHEEUAN  replied  that,  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  no  doubt  aware,  under  the 
Treaty  of  Waitangi  certain  rights  were  reserved 
to  the  Natives  in  regard  to  their  fisheries.  It 
was  quite  true  that  two  years  ago  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  recommended  that  this  case 
should  be  heard  before  the  Native  Land  Court ; 
and  the  only  reason  why  the  hearing  had  not 
already  taken  place  was  that  there  was  a  legal  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way,  as  the  Court  held  that,  under 
a  certain  clause  of  "The  Native  Reserves  Act, 
1873,'*  it  could  not  hear  the  case.  There  was, 
however,  a  Bill  now  before  the  Upper  House 
which  would  remove  the  difficulty  if  it  became 
law,  as  no  doubt  it  would ;  and  then  the  honor- 
able gentleman  could  bring  his  case  before  the 
Court  in  the  ordinary  way.  He  did  not  know 
by  what  ri^ht  the  Europeans  complained  of  took 
fish  from  this  inlet,  but  the  Government  had  no 
power  to  stop  them.  If  the  hon6rable  gentleman 
proved  his  title  to  the  property,  he  could  bring  an 
action  against  the  people  in  the  ordinary  Courts, 
and  restrain  them  from  the  trespass  of  which  he 
complained. 

FEATHERSTON  AND  MASTERTON 
RAILWAY. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works,  If  the  Government  are  in  a  position  to 
call  for  tenders  for  carrying  on  the  formation  of 
the  lino  of  railway  from  Featherston  to  Master- 
ton  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  they  will  atate  what  is 
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the  earliest  date  at  which  tenders  can  be  called 
for? 

Mr.  LAKNACH  replied  that  plans  of  this  line 
%rere  in  progress,  and,  if  the  direct  line  was 
adopted,  tenders  might  be  called  for  in  a  month. 
If,  however,  the  line  bj  G-rejtown  was  adopted, 
three  months  would  perhaps  haye  to  elapse  before 
the  tenders  conld  be  called  for.  When  the  plans 
were  further  advanced  a  report  would  be  made 
of  the  relative  merits  of  each  line. 

PARIS  EXHIBITION. 
Mr.  BEES,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  said  he  did  not  know  whether  the  sum 
named  would  be  sufficient  to  secure  the  due  repre- 
sentation of  New  Zealand  at  the  Paris  Exhibition, 
but  he  had  placed  the  motion  on  the  Paper  more 
for  the  purpose  of  drawing  attention  to  the  fact 
that  no  provision  had  as  yet  been  made,  that  the 
time  for  holding  the  Exhibition  was  rapidly  draw- 
ing near,  and  that,  unless  New  Zealand  was  to  be 
the  only  colony  of  the  Australasian  group  to  be 
unrepresented,  it  was  high  time  the  necessary 
steps  to  secure  its  representation  were  taken.  It 
was  evident  that  means  must  be  provided  for  the 
transmission  and  return  of  exhibits  to  and  from 
the  colony,  and  it  was  also  evident  that  the  House 
should  pass  some  resolution  in  order  to  enable  the 
Government  to^rovide  funds  for  the  purpose.  It 
might  not  be  out  of  place  to  show  what  grounds 
might  be  urged  for  the  expenditure  of  public 
moneys  on  a  proposal  of  this  sort.  They  neard 
continually  inside  and  outside  the  House  that 
large  amounts  of  money  were  being  spent  not  in 
strict  accordance  yfith  the  Public  Works  and  Im- 
migration policy,  which  was  inaugurated  in  1870. 
They  also  knew  as  a  fact  that,  even  before  the 
inauguration  of  that  policy,  frequent  charges  of 
log-rolling  were  made — cnarges  of  votes  being 
obtained  for  different  and  diverse  purposes,  simply 
as  a  reward  to  one  member  who  voted  for  the 
local  works  of  another  member,  works  which  were 
not  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  their  being 
made  a  charge  upon  the  public  funds.  The  mo- 
tion related  to  a  purpose  very  diffi9rent  from  that. 
It  was  a  purpose  in  which  the  whole  colony  was 
concerned,  and  one  to  which  a  small  sum  of 
money  might  very  profitably  be  devoted,  because 
it  would  tend  to  bring  New  Zealand  more  before 
the  French  people  and  other  Continental  nations 
than  any  other  step  that  could  be  taken.  The 
Great  Exhibition  of  1851,  the  idea  of  which  was 
not  originated  by  Pnnce  Albert,  although  it  was 
Tery  successfully  carried  out  by  him,  was  instru- 
mental in  securing  one  very  great  step  in  the 
pacific  history  of  the  world.  He  was  sorry  to 
say  that  he  did  not  think  there  was  much  hope 
of  such  an  exhibition  exerting  much  influence 
upon  such  nations  as  those  engaged  in  the  bar- 
barous conflict  goin^  on  in  the  East ;  but  he  did 
think  that  international  exhibitions,  by  bringing 
about  an  interchange  of  ideas,  and  by  bringing 
together  representatives  of  the  earth's  commu- 
nities, whole  families  of  nations,  as  it  were,  would 
do  more  towards  putting  down  wars  in  days  to 
come  than  anything  else  that  could  t^ke  place. 
They  had  already  had  that  effect  to  a  vei^  great 
extent.  He  believed  that  the  feeling  which  was  I 
Mr,  Beetham 


germinated  by  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  and  the 
subsequent  exhibitions  held  in  various  parts  of 
the  world,  had  done  a  great  deal  towards  averting 
a  war  between  England  and  America.  It  gare 
rise  to  a  feeling  which  led  up  to  the  Geneva 
Conference  —  a  process  of  arbitrament  which, 
though  costly,  was  far  preferable  to  an  appeal  to 
arms,  with  its  consequent  destruction  of  thousands 
of  valuable  lives.  Since  that  time  the  value  of 
these  exhibitions  had  become  more  and  more 
apparent  to  all  civilized  nations.  The  original 
idea  of  holding  national  exhibitions  was  attri- 
buted to"  Mr.  Whishaw,  Secretary  to  the  Society 
of  Arts.  It  was  said  in  Haydn's  "Dictionary 
of  Dates  **  that  Prince  Albert  had  proposed  the 
Great  Exhibition  of  1851.  They  all  knew  the 
outcome  of  that  Exhibition.  A  Royal  Commis- 
sion was  appointed  in  connection  with  it  on 
the  Srd  January,  1851.  The  Queen  subscribed 
largely  towards  it,  and  it  was  opened  on  the 
1st  May  following,  and  continued  open  for  a 
long  period  of  time.  He  believed  that  on  one 
day  110,000  people  visited  it.  From  that  time 
to  the  present,  the  influence  that  was  exerted  by 
that  Exhibition  and  others  which  had  followed 
in  its  train  had  been  felt  all  over  the  world,  and 
it  had  tended  to  make  communities  great  and 

Erosperous.  At  that  Exhibition  there  were  ex- 
ibited  agricultural  implements,  every  kind  of 
mechanical  appliances,  all  modern  iniprovementa 
in  steam  engines ;  and,  in  fact,  all  the  branches  of 
science  and  art  received  a  great  impulse  from 
that  Exhibition  and  others  which  followed  in  its 
train.  He  was  sorry  the  late  Ministry  had  not 
paid  more  attention  to  this  question,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  well  known  to  the  Government  that 
space  had  been  eranted  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Paris  Exhibition — at  the  request  of  the  Go- 
vernment, he  believed  ;  but  yet  the  Government 
had  not  token  the  slightest  trouble  to  arrange 
for  filling  that  space.  At  nearly  all  the  other 
great  exhibitions  New  Zealand  had  been  very 
worthUy  represented.  He  found  that  at  Vienna 
numbers  of  medals  and  certificates  of  honorable 
mention  had  been  awarded  to  New  Zealand  exhi- 
bitors, and  to  the  New  Zealand  Government. 
He  held  that  it  would  be  a  public  calamity  if 
the  space  that  had  been  allotted  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Paris  Exhibition  were  not  filled  up, 
for  he  believed  that  the  French  people  intended 
to  make  it  the  grandest  exhibition  yet  held  in  the 
world.  At  the  Philadelphia  Exhibition,  also,  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  was  well  represented.  The 
people  who  flocked  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  to  Philadelphia  were  able  to  mark  the 
progress  of  the  human  race  in  regard  to  arts  and 
science,  and  they  were  able  to  see  how,  year  after 
year,  England,  the  United  States,  the  British 
Colonies,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  communities  of  the 
earth,  were  going  on,  step  by  step.  The  question 
had  lately  been  raised  in  the  public  Press  as  to 
why  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  had  omitted 
to  provide  the  necessary  funds  for  the  payment 
of  the  expenses  of  persons  who  might  desire  to 
become  exhibitors.  The  Australasian  Colonies  as 
a  whole  would  certainly  be  largely  represented  j 
in  fact,  he  believed  that  nearly  all  the  other 
colonies  had  appointed  Commissioners  to  repre- 
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tent  them  at  the  Exhibition ;  and  he  heard  that 
the  late  OoTernment  had  gone  bo  far  as  to  name 
am  honorable  member  of  the  House  to  represent 
Keir  Zealand.  It  was  generally  supposed  (hat,  if 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  succeeded  in 
carrying  the  present  motion  of  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Government,  and  got  back  to  office, 
Mr.  George  McLean  was  to  be  appointed  Com- 
missioner for  New  Zealand.  He  (Mr.  Bees) 
hoped  that  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not 
be  rerj  much  chagrined  at  not  having  received 
the  appointment.  At  the  same  time,  ho  trusted 
that,  though  the  honorable  gentleman  might  not 
be  appointed  as  the  Commissioner,  old  colonists 
in  France  would  see  him  among  the  visitors  at 
the  Exhibition.  In  no  vray  could  the  colonists 
of  New  Zealand  display  their  wealth,  or  show  the 
progress  the  colony  was  making,  better  than  by 
having  themselves  properly  and  ably  represented 
at  these  exhibitions.  He  believed  that  at  no  very 
distant  date  there  was  to  be  a  great  exhibition 
in  Victoria,  and  it  was  not  improbable  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  would  be  present  to  open  it. 
The  colonies  of  Australasia  at  the  present  time 
were  nearly  as  populous  as,  and  twenty  times  more 
wemlthr  than,  the  American  States  were  at  the 
time  of  the  War  of  Independence,  one  hundred 
years  ago.  He  found  that  in  1876  the  popula- 
tion of  this  group  of  colonies  was,  in  round 
numbers,  about  2,400,000,  while  the  population 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  War  of 
Independence,  was  about  3,000,000.  Of  course  no 
parallel  could  be  drawn  regarding  the  tonnage 
of  the  vessels  and  the  numbers  of  the  live  stock 
belonging  to  the  Australasian  Colonies  and  to 
America.  The  position  of  the  colonies  could  be 
set  forth  in  no  better  way  than  by  making  a  fair 
exhibition  of  their  products  and  showing  their 
Tarious  capabilities  at  such  exhibitions  as  the  one 
referred  to  in  his  motion.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  other  colonies  would  be  very  well  represented 
ftt  the  Paris  Exhibition,  but  it  remained  for  this 
colony  to  do  its  part.  He  thought  that,  owing  to 
the  laxity  of  the  Government,  the  people  were  not 
at  all  alive  to  the  importance  of  sending  exhibits 
to  France.  He  believed  that  when  the  Vienna, 
the  London,  and  the  PhUadelphia  Exhibitions 
were  opened,  the  people  in  those  places  were  far 
more  ready  to  bestir  themselves  in  regard  to 
obtaining  exhibits  from  New  Zealand  than  even 
the  people  of  the  colony  themselves  were.  The 
people  were  careless  because  the  Government  had 
not  taken  the  trouble  to  inform  them  that  all 
the  necessary  expenditure  would  be  borne  by  the 
colony.  He  was  informed  that,  unless  something 
were  done  very  soon,  the  space  allotted  to  New 
Zealand  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Paris  Ex- 
hibition would  be  covered  with  a  large  screen, 
on  which  would  be  printed  the  words  "  New  Zea- 
land." He  thought  the  Government  should  take 
some  active  steps  to  aid  the  people  of  the  colony 
in  sending  exhibits  to  the  Paris  Exhibition.  The 
€k>vemment  ought  to  encourage  the  people  of 
New  Zetland  to  send  to  Paris  specimens  of  the 
mineral  and  metalliferous  deposits  of  the  colony 
— the  iron,  the  coal,  the  timber,  the  flax,  and  the 
articles  which  were  manufactured  here:  speci- 
of  all  tbeM  things  ought  to  be  sent  to  the 


Exhibition,  for  they  had  excited  the  admiration 
of  the  American  people  when  they  were  shown  at 
the  Philadelphia  Exhibition.  The  Qovemment 
ought  to  encourage  the  people  of  the  colony  to 
send  exhibits  to  Paris,  because  it  was  highly 
probable  that  such  a  thing  would  be  of  advantage 
to  the  colony.  As  he  had  shown  a  few  nights 
previously,  the  colony  had  during  the  last  five 
years  spent  about  £25,000,000,  and  in  that  time 
the  debt  of  the  colony  hiad  been  increased  by 
£14,000,000,  and,  unless  men  of  means — pro- 
fessional men,  merchants,  and  others  who  had 
capital — were  induced  to  come  to  the  colony,  the 
burden  would  press  very  heavily  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  present  colonists  and  their  children.  The 
colony  would  not  progress  unless  men  were  in- 
duced to  come  to  it  other  than  those  who  were 
now  being  brought  out  at  the  public  expense. 
Persons  of  means  should  be  induced  to  emi- 
^te  to  New  Zealand,  and  they  would  be  so 
induced  if  the  natural  endowments  and  commer- 
cial capabilities  of  the  colony  were  placed  before 
them  in  an  attractive  light.  If  that  were  done, 
the  different  classes  and  grades  of  men  in  the  old 
country  and  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  would 
have  some  inducement  to  come  and  help  the  pre- 
sent colonists  in  the  great  work  of  colonization. 
He  believed  that  that  was  far  better.  He  beUeved, 
for  instance,  that  a  course  of  public  lectures  given 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom ;  that  an  exhi- 
bition of  New  Zealand  manufactures  and  pro- 
ducts, a  publication  of  cUmatio  tables,  and, 
although  they  had  not  a  very  favourable  speci- 
men in  Wellington,  a  lecture  given  on  the  news- 
paper Press  of  the  colony — which  was  always,  to 
a  certain  extent,  an  indication  and  token  of  the 
prosperity  of  a  people — these  things,  if  they  were 
brought  prominently  and  publicly  before  the  eyes 
of  dilerent  classes  of  men — of  the  general  public, 
in  fact  —  would  do  more  to  induce  a  healthy 
stream  of  immigration  to  this  country  than  the 
expenditure  of  one  and  a  half  or  two  milUons  of 
money,  which  they  had  to  a  very  great  extent 
wasted  during  the  last  five  years.  It  was  well 
known,  as  a  matter  beyond  dispute,  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  immigration  which  had  been 
introduced  had  not  added  to  the  wealth  of  the 
country  at  all.  He  believed  it  was  an  absolute 
fact  tnat  some  of  the  very  best  of  the  newly- 
imported  immigrant?,  as  well  as  some  of  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  country,  the  stay  of  the  country, 
the  old  colonists,  had  been  gradually,  during  the 
last  twelve  or  eighteen  mouths,  floating  away 
from  New  Zealand  to  the  other  colonies  of  Austral- 
asia. They  did  not  envy  the  other  colonies  their 
welfare  and  prosperity  ;  they  did  not  envy  them 
when  they  heard,  as  in  the  case  of  New  South 
Wales,  that  they  had  a  balance  of  millions  at 
their  banks ;  that  labour  was  high,  work  abundant, 
provisions  cheap,  and  taxation,  instead  of  being 
heightened  as  in  New  Zealand,  being  lowered ;  but 
they  said  tiiat  it  was  a  sin  for  the  Government  of 
the  country  to  expend  the  public  money  in  induc- 
ing immigration,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to 
have  lands  for  the  people  to  settle  upon,  not  to 
have  employment  for  them  to  engage  in,  but 
simply  to  pay  for  their  passages  in  order  that 
they  might  go  to  and  ennch  the  other  colonies* 
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Thej  should  so  act  as  to  induce  a  stream  of  im- 
migration that  would  settle  in  the  country,  take 
deep  roof,  and  become  as  much  a  part  and  parcel 
of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  as  they  were  them- 
selves. This  could  be  done  by  placing  our  cir- 
cumstances properly  before  the  people  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  people  of  some  of  (he 
Continental  nations.  Hitherto  this  had  been 
done  to  some  extent,  although  he  believed  it 
might  hare  been  done  to  a  still  greater  extent. 
He  believed,  for  instance,  that  those  who  repre- 
sent us  at  Home,  the  gentleman  who  was  called 
the  Agent-General,  might  well  have  advanced  the 
claims  of  New  Zealand  to  some  extent  publicly 
before  the  people.  He  noticed  lately  that  Sir 
Julius  Vogel,  the  Agent-General,  had  been  writ- 
ing in  papers,  but  he  failed,  to  see  that  in  so 
writing  to  papers  he  had  been  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  colony  he  represented.  The  same 
energy,  the  same  skUl,  and  the  same  talent  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  placing  before  the  public 
of  the  United  Kingdom  the  claims  of  the  colony 
he  represented  would  have  been  of  vastly  greater 
benefit  to  us,  and,  in  fact,  to  the  people  at  Home 
whom  he  was  addressing,  than  the  articles  which 
that  gentleman  had  contributed  to  the  "Contem- 

forary*'  and  some  other  papers  and  magazines, 
n  fact,  he  might  say,  in  passing,  that  he  was 
rather  surprised  to  see  that  a  gentleman  who  re- 
presented this  country  at  Home  as  Agent-General, 
who  was  the  leader  in  this  country  of  all  liberal 
institutions,  who  was  looked  upon  as  the  leader  of 
a  great  party — a  democratic  party,  in  fact — for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  the  liberties  of  the  whole 
inhabitants  of  this  country — he  was  surprised  to 
find  that  he  should  have  so  far  departed  from 
that  line  of  principle  as  to  hint,  in  an  article  which 
he  wrote  in  the  "  Contemporary  Review,"  that  the 
proper  bond — or  at  least  the  advisable  bond — 
Detween  England  and  her  colonies  was  to  be 
enforced  even  at  the  expense  of  civil  war.  It 
would  be  a  calamitous  thing  for  the  colony  to 
take  that  tone.  Such  peaceful  contests  as  the 
competitions  at  these  exhibitions  would  prove 
the  strongest  bond  which  could  possibly  bind 
us  to  the  older  countries.  At  this  time  they 
needed  whatever  help  they  could  obtain  from 
the  influx  of  inhabitants  and  the  expenditure 
of  capital  in  the  country,  not  by  way  of  loan 
or  anvthing  of  that  sort,  but  as  an  invest- 
ment in  the  country  itself.  There  was  abimdance 
of  idle  money  in  England — money  which  could 
not  be  lent  out  at  any  proper  rate  of  interest — 
there  was  a  superabundance  of  population ;  and 
if  the  claims  of  New  Zealand  were  properly 
represented— in  common,  of  course,  with  the 
claims  of  the  other  colonies  of  this  group — he 
beheved  that  to  a  large  extent  the  streams  of 
population  and  of  wealth  which  had  been  flowing 
from  Great  Britain  to  America  during  the  last 
thirty  or  forty  years  would  be  pointed  in  this 
direction ;  and  that,  instead  of  paying  for  the  in- 
troduction of  people  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  into  this  country,  they  would  be  able 
to  induce  persons  to  como— persons  not  of  one 
class,  but  some  of  whom  would  take  up  the 
position  of  labourers  and  some  the  position  of 
employers  of  labour,  so  that  the  colony  woidd  not 
Mr,  Sees 


be  deluged  with  one  class  of  immigrants,  but 
would  have  all  classes  fairly  represented.  It  would 
be  a  very  long  time  before  the  gradual  settlement 
of  the  hordes  of  immigrants  who  had  been 
poured  into  this  country  irrespective  of  their 
capacity  and  irrespective  of  their  fitness  for  the 
work  they  were  called  upon  to  engage  in :  it 
would  be  a  long  time  before  the  diflerent  classes 
of  the  community  would  be  as  wealthy  and  as 
wealth-producing  in  the  future  as  the  same 
number  comparatively  were  in  the  past,  for  in 
the  past  the  people  settled  down  gradually  to 
their  existence  ;  they  settled  down  to  their  pro- 
per positions,  the  poorer  classes  gradually  work- 
ing up  to  an  independence,  and,  to  some  extent, 
no  doubt,  the  rich  becoming  more  wealthy.  But 
the  introduction  of  between  thirty  thousand 
and  fifty  thousand  of  one  class  —  a  class  abso- 
lutelv  dependent  upon  its  daily  earnings  for 
its  daily  bread  —  must  do  much  to  lower  the 
average  power  of  the  whole  population  to  pro- 
duce wealth.  It  needed  very  little  knowledge  of 
political  economy  to  be  able  to  state  that.  And, 
as  a  consequence,  what  did  they  see  at  the  pre- 
sent time?  Although  an  enormous  amount  of 
public  money  has  been  spent— although  millions 
of  money  from  the  Land  Fund  had  been  spent — 
extra  aids,  as  it  were,  to  the  general  producing  and 
wealth-spending  power  of  the  country — although 
these  enormous  aids  had  been  in  progress  during 
the  last  three  years,  the  revenue  of  the  country 
had  absolutely  not  increased.  He  was  reminded 
that  to  some  extent  it  had  decreased.  The  popu- 
lation had  increased;  and,  in  1870,  when  the 
great  Public  Works  policy  was  launched,  there 
were  long  tables  made  showing  that  with  the 
increase  of  population  the  revenue  was  bound  to 
increase  —  "sure  to  increase,"  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
said,  and  everybody  received  the  assertion  aa 
gospel.  Why,  members  of  that  House  might 
have  seen  then  that  if  they  introduced  a  vast 
number  of  people  they  must  introduce  them 
exactly  of  the  same  level  of  wealth,  the  same 
level  of  intelligence,  the  same  average  power  of 
producing  wealth  and  paying  revenue  as  those 
whom  they  came  to  join.  If  the  thirty  thousand 
or  forty  thousand  immigrants  who  had  been  in- 
troduced had  been  people  of  wealth,  and  had 
settled  down  in  the  country,  the  revenue,  no 
doubt,  would  have  largely  increased,  and  to  a 
larger  extent  than  the  proportionate  numbers 
would  be  equal  to.  But  it  had  not  been  so, 
and  all  the  immigrants  who  had  been  intro- 
duced had  been  persons  of  the  poorer  class. 
As  a  natural  consequence  of  that,  the  revenue 
had  not  increased  ;  and,  until  the  immigrants 
gradually  settled  down  and  took  up  the  same 
relative  standing  and  position  that  the  people 
had  before  they  came  into  the  country,  the 
revenue  would  not  increase.  But,  irrespective 
of  this,  he  believed  that  that  which  they  could 
offer  to  immigrants  was  sufficient  in  itself  to 
tempt  men  to  come  into  the  country  and  settle. 
There  were  yet  boundless  lands  tolerably  easy  of 
access.  Everywhere  the  sea-coast  was  tolerably 
near ;  and  the  public  works  had  no  doubt  made 
accessible  large  tracts  of  public  lands  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  diflicult  of  access. 
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New  Zealand  was  acknowleclged,  he  belieTcd,  by 
all  tho^e  who  had  taken  the  trouble  to  study 
ihe  subject,  and  by  those  who  had  written  and 
tpo1(6n  upon  it,  in  point  of  climate,  fertilltj  of 
eoil,  and  easiness  of  access,  io  offer  advantages, 
to  men  who  made  their  home  in  this  country, 
which  perhaps  none  of  tlie  other  colonies  pos- 
sessed or  offered  to  intending  immigrants.  But 
they  might  easily  admit  this :  that  the  Toluntaiy 
immigration  into  the  country  during  the  last 
four  or  fiye  years  had  not  been  carried  on  to 
such  an  extent  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  They 
had  had  a  great  number  of  Q-overnment  immi- 
ffrants,  but  not  the  same  number  of  voluntary 
immigrants  as  they  had  before  at  any  period  in 
the  history  of  New  Zealand.  If  any  honorable 
f^ntleman  wonld  study  the  figures  in  relation  to 
immigration,  he  would  at  once  be  struck  with 
this  fact :  that,  since  the  Qovemment  immigra- 
tion commenced  in  1871  and  1872,  voluntary 
immigration  into  New  Zealand  had  not  main- 
tained its  former  average  by  a  very  considerable 
margin;  and  the  reason  for  that  was  not  very 
difficult  to  find.  It  was  this  :  that  persons  witii 
capital,  and  even  persons  without  much  capital, 
bat  with  sufficient  to  start  them  in  a  new  coun- 
try, bad  become  rather  afraid  not  only  of  the 
introduction  and  expenditure  of  so  much  bor- 
rowed money,  which  had  to  be  repaid,  but  of 
the  introduction  of  such  very  great  numbers  of 
OoTemment  immigrants.  They  were  afraid  of 
nndae  competition.  They  were  afraid  that  all  the 
arennes  to  success  would  be  filled  up—that  the 
field  of  labour  would  be  closed,  in  fact ;  and  in 
other  colonies  they  might  hope  to  have  a  better 
outlet  for  their  money  or  for  their  labour  than 
they  would  have  under  the  existing  state  of 
things  in  New  Zealand.  Now,  if  New  Zealand 
were  not  properly  represented  at  Paris  there  was 
no  doubt  that  this  feeling  would  be  increased. 
The  colony  was  at  present  looked  upon  by  the 
steadiest  and  the  gravest  authorities  m  England 
with  some  degree  of  suspicion  in  relation  to  the 
enormous  sums  of  money^  which  had  been  bor- 
rowed and  expended,  and  in  relation  to  the 
general  haziness  which  had  existed  about  our 
public  accounts  during  the  last  three  or  four 
years.  Private  letters  to  honorable  members  and 
to  prominent  citizens  in  the  colony,  public  state- 
ments in  "  Eraser's  Magazine,"  in  the  2Vme#,  and 
in  other  papers,  articles  published  in  the  Eco' 
nomist^  all  showed  that  the  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom  did  not  regard  the  colony  at  the  pre- 
sent time  with  that  degree  of  satisfaction  and 
with  that  degree  of  certainty  and  trust  of  the 
monetary  and  financial  position  of  New  Zealand 
to  which  this  colony  was  entitled.  The  reason 
for  this  was  not  difficult  to  find.  It  was  this : 
that  the  late  Government)  in  order  to  bolster 
up  its  credit,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  obtain 
in  the  London  money  market  a  position  which 
it  desired  to  occupy,  so  that  it  might  float  fur- 
ther loans,  had,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  made  the 
condition  of  affairs  Tcry  hazy  indeed,  so  hazy  that, 
both  within  and  without  New  Zealand,  it  was 
eontinuallj  said  that  nobody  knew  exactly  how 
the  cokmj  stood;  and  the  very  h^t  telegram  that 
wia  lent  Home,  the  telegram  which  was  placed 


on  the  table  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  stal^ 
of  the  country — a  synopsis,  as  it  were,  of  the 
Financial  Statement  made  by  the  lute  Treasurer — 
stated  that  everything  was  satisfactory,  and  that 
there  was  a  surplus  of  £148,000.  Why,  the 
English  brokers,  the  people  connected  with  the 
English  money  market,  knew  better !  There  were 
honorable  members  present  who  had  received 
letters  from  persons  at  Home  who  said  they  could 
not  understand  how  such  a  statement  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  sent  from  New  Zealand.  Yet 
that  was  telegraphed  Home,  and  it  was  publicly 
given  as  an  authentic  statement  of  our  finan- 
cial affairs,  although  honorable  members  of  this 
House  objected  to  it.  They  said  that  New 
Zealand  could  stand  without  having  any  mis- 
statements made,  without  having  any  haziness 
cast  about  it;  that  New  Zealand,  from  its  re- 
sources, from  its  natural  wealth,  from  the  energy 
and  industiy  of  its  people,  and  from  its  being 
absolutely  certain  to  grow  and  increase  in  num- 
bers, wealth,  and  power,  could  easily  bear,  with 
proper  administration,  the  burden  it  had  to  bear, 
without  any  resort  to  exceptional  means  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  fictitious  credit  in  the  Eng- 
lish market.  When  this  was  stated,  those  who 
stated  it  were  immediately  accused  of  decrying 
the  credit  of  the  country,  and  pf  attempting  to 
depreciate  the  value  of  existing  securities.  It 
was  not  so  long  ago  since  the  statement  vras  made 
that  five  millions  of  money  would  require  to  be 
borrowed.  What  was  the  result?  Why,  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  immediately  got 
up  and  denied  it,  and  stated  that  it  was  not  so. 
The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  immediately 
afterwards  got  up  and  said  that  it  was  so — that 
five  millions  would  have  to  be  borrowed,  and 
most  likely  a  good  many  more  millions.  Then 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Hunter)  got  up  and  said  that  five  millions  would 
not  be  borrowed — that  the  persons  who  said  so 
were  entirely  under  a  mistake.  And  yet  the  late' 
Premier  sUted  that  the  figures  were  all  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  and  distinctly  stated  that  it 
was  absolutely ,  necessary  for  the  credit  of  the 
country  that  five  millions  of  money  should  be 
borrowed.  Why  not  allow  the  true  position  of 
affairs  to  be  seen  and  known  ?  It  was  not  that 
the  colony  was  not  wealthy  enough  and  powerful 
enough,  and  had  not  great  resources.  Look  at 
the  revenue !  Although  it  was  true  to  the  eye 
and  not  true  to  the  spirit  that  the  revenue  was 
£3,400,000,  including  the  Land  Fund,  that  was 
far  more  than  the  current  expenditure  of  the 
country.  There  was  no  doubt  of  that.  He  had 
never  made  a  secret  of  his  opinion  that  the  Land 
Fund  was  the  property  of  the  colony,  and  not  of 
the  provinces.  He  believed  that,  if  a  proper  sys- 
tem of  finance  in  that  respect  were  brought  down, 
and  the  true  position  shown,  the  country  would 
not  suffer  in  any  way.  He  would  not  object  to 
a  moderate  property-tax  being  put  on,  so  as  to 
make  both  ends  meet,  and  place  themselves  in  a 
position  of  independence.  The  people  were  not 
afraid  of  their  liabilities.  He  believed  that  if  the 
true  position  were  known  in  London,  as  he  hoped 
and  trusted  it  would  be  known  at  the  present 
time,  the  New  Zealand  bonds,  instead  of  the  5 
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per  cents,  being  of  less  value  than  the  4  per 
cents,  of  New  South  Wales,  would  fetch  a 
higher  price  than  any  others  in  the  world.  They 
should  make  tbe  best  possible  appearance  they 
could  at  the  Paris  Exhibition.  He  believed  that 
even  £20,000  would  be  well  spent  in  showing 
what  the  resources  of  New  Zealand  absolutely 
were — in  showing  those  resources  at  the  Paris 
Exhibition,  which  would  attract  the  attention  of 
Continental  countries  and  of  the  people  at  Home. 
They  would  receive  good  notices  in  the  English 
papers,  which  would  tend  to  show  the  products, 
wealth,  and  power  of  New  Zealand.  Tables 
might  be  prepared  showing  the  nature  of  the 
climate  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  which 
would  be  of  great  value  as  indicating  to  per* 
sons  at  Home  what  a  country  New  Zealand  was 
as  a  future  home  for  settlement.  They  might 
well  spend  £20,000  instead  of  £3,000  in  putting 
those  matters  properly  before  visitors  to  the 
Paris  Exhibition,  and  before  the  people  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe.  It  would  benefit  the 
country  to  the  extent  of  fifty  times  the  outlay ;  it 
would  give  value  to  property  in  thia  country,  and 
act  as  an  inducement  to  persons  to  come  to  New 
Zealand.  This  was  not,  therefore,  a  mere  idle 
matter,  and  if  a  little  time  were  taken  up  in  con- 
sidering such  a  subject,  both  inside  and  outside 
the  House,  be  was  sure  it  would  result  in  a  great 
deal  of  public  good.  He  thought  it  would  be  far 
more  to  the  public  good  than  putting  on  the 
Order  Paper  any  number  of  motions  "  That  this 
House  has  now  no  confidence  in  the  Government." 
If  this  motion  which  he  had  now  brought  forward 
were  carried  out,  it  would  be  a  very  proper  way 
of  getting  on  with  the  business  of  the  country. 
It  would  be  an  advantage  to  every  man  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits ;  to  every  man  who  had 
property  and  something  at  stake  in  the  country  ; 
to  every  man  who  had  a  family  to  rear  up,  and  to 
see  it  helping  to  take  part  in  the  common  weal  of 
the  country.  He  had  heard  honorable  members 
use  the  argument  that  there  had  been  a  consider- 
able waste  of  time  in  talking  to  and  fro,  but  he 
would  ask  of  what  value  were  representative 
institutions,  and  of  what  value  could  they  be 
to  a  free  people  for  the  purpose  of  improve- 
ment, if  they  were  not  to  be  considered  as 
instrumental  in  facilitating  freedom  of  speech? 
And  why?  Bepresentative  AssembUes  did  not 
meet  simply  for  the  passing  of  laws,  simply  for 
the  making  of  certain  Statutes.  Let  them  take 
the  last  four  or  five  years.  In  the  making  of 
the  laws  now  on  the  Statute  Book  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years,  more  time  had  been  wasted 
than  in  all  the  discussions  and  recriminations  in 
this  House  ever  since  it  was  founded.  Laws 
were  passed  which  imposed  burdens,  which  took 
up  time,  the  action  of  which  had  been  com- 
plained of  by  the  people — laws  which  had  to  be 
repealed,  and  the  meaning  and  signification  of 
which  was  not  known  or  understood.  They  were 
not  useful  in  their  operation,  and  certainly  the 
time  spent  in  discussing  and  passing  them  was 
not  spent  in  doing  the  business  of  the  country. 
They  were  of  a  description  which  did  not  lay  the 
basis  on  which  a  grt^at  and  free  Government 
might  be  erected— a  Qovcmment  which  would 
Mr.  Be§9 


have  for  its  end  and  aim  the  greatest  happiness 
of  the  whole  people  a£fected  by  it.  Becrimmation 
in  one  sense  was  useful.  Of  course  no  man  had 
a  right  to  allude  to  private  matters,  and  he  trusted 
the  House  would  put  its  foot  down  decidedly 
and  strongly  against  that;  but  if  a  man  were 
accused  in  public  of  having  misused  his  public 
power,  of  having  by  unfair  means  advantaged 
himself  or  his  friends,  or  neglected  the  inter- 
ests of  others,  then  those  public  accusations 
were  the  very  means  that  would  tend  to  keep 
pure  the  fountain  of  public  justice.  They 
had  heard  accusations  from  side  to  side  of 
the  House.  They  had  heard  them  made  against 
the  late  Ministry  and  their  friends;  and  how 
were  they  met?  Bv  refusal  to  appoint  Com- 
mittees to  examine  into  theml  When  accusa- 
tions were  made  against  the  present  occupants 
of  the  Ministerial  benches,  how  were  they  met  ? 
They  were  met  with  a  determination  to  expose 
everything  that  could  be  exposed,  and  to  cover 
those  who  made  the  accusations  with  contumely, 
shame,  and  ridicule.  He  would  say  that  all  that 
was  good.  He  defied  a  single  member  to  say  that 
the  recrimination  which  had  taken  place  in  this 
House  during  the  last  two  years  had  not  been 
productive  of  great  public  good.  Men  had  been 
shown  out  in  their  true  character,  so  that  the 
people  had  been  able  to  judge  for  themselves; 
the  people  in  all  parts  of  this  colony,  and  in  all 
par|^s  of  the  whole  of  these  colonies,  had  been  able 
to  judge  of  the  character  of  those  who  had  been 
spoken  of.  He  would  be  very  sorry  indeed  if 
men  were  prevented  from  speaking  the  truth 
through  fear  of  infringing  what  were  called  the 
polite  rules  of  society  and  of  this  House.  There 
never  could  be  a  more  iinhealthy  and  stagnant 
state  of  things  than  when  men  were  afraid  to 
tell  the  truth  and  to  call  things  by  their  proper 
names — when  men  were  afraid  to  speak  their 
mind  lest  they  should  tread  on  the  toes  or  touch, 
a  sore  place  of  a  rival.  This  House  would  not 
be  doing  its  duty  if  it  countenanced  such  a 
state  of  things.  He  could  mention  instances — 
and  there  were  one  or  two  honorable  gentle- 
men who  could  bear  him  out-:- in  which  the 
characters  of  members  of  this  House  had  been 
aspersed,  and  aspersed  in  private — in  which 
statements  had  been  made  that  members  of  this 
House  had  been  guilty  of  conspiracy  to  defraud 
the  Government.  That  accusation  was  made  in 
private.  The  signatures  of  persons  in  the  com- 
munity were  put  to  such  charges,  and  the  papers 
were  carefully  put  away  in  the  pigeon-holes  where 
no  one  could  see  them.  A  species  of  assassination 
of  that  sort  was  to  be  guarded  against.  It  was 
not  an  open  charge  made  upon  any  foundation 
whatever.  He  had  stated  the  purpose  for  which 
he  had  moved  this  motion,  and  he  trusted  it 
would  be  carried.  He  hoped  there  would  be 
an  expression  of  opinion  upon  it — that  honorable 
members  would  speak  to  the  resolution.  It 
might  be  said  that  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of 
public  money.  So  there  might  be,  but  the  sum 
of  £3,000,  or  a  great  deal  more,  would  be  well 
spent  by  this  House  and  the  country  in  carrying 
out  the  object  of  the  motion  he  now  proposed. 
Then  it  might  be  said,  **  Oh,  it  is  not  much 
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good ;  we  are  not  rerj  well  known  in  Paris,  and 
it  would  not  be  of  mach  use."  But  that  bore 
on  the  face  of  it  its  own  answer.  If  they  were 
not  known  as  a  great  colony  like  New  Zealand 
ought  to  be,  there  was  the  more  reason  for  carry- 
ing the  object  of  this  motion  into  effect,  and  the 
more  likely  were  they  to  insure  success.  Then 
there  was  a  need  for  this  to  show  to  all  classes 
of  men,  and  esi>eciaUy  to  the  public  creditor, 
that  New  Zealand  was  what  she  was  represented 
to  be — a  rich  land,  and  a  land  which  offered 
perfect  security  for  the  money  that  might  be  bor- 
xowed.  This  was  particularly  necessary,  as  the 
ookmy  had  again  to  go  into  the  money  market  to 
borrow,  and  the  more  we  showed  to  the  people  at 
Home  that  the  country  had  great  resources  in 
itself  the  more  easily  and  the  more  economically 
could  we  get  the  money  we  wanted.  More  money 
must  be  obtained  to  complete  the  public  works 
and  make  them  succeed,  and  the  more  thoroughly 
we  exposed  our  affiairs  to  the  light  of  day  the 
more  readily  should  we  get  that  money.  The 
eoofidenceof  the  £nglish  people  had  been  largely 
decreasing.  It  had  been  growing  in  inverse  ratio, 
and  decreasing,  while  it  had  been  increasing  in 
regard  to  other  colonies.  There  could  be  no 
doubt,  howeyer,  if  we  acted  straightforwardly  and 
showed  what  our  resources  were,  that  a  reaction 
would  set  in,  and  our  credit  would  gradually  and 
surely  grow  instead  of  decreasing.  He  hoped 
there  would  be  an  exhibition  in  New  Zealand 
before  long.  He  did  not  see  why  other  colonies 
sboald  have  exhibiUons,  and  New  Zealand  be  shut 
out ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why,  within  a  few 
years,  the  Goremment  should  not  be  well  sup- 
ported by  the  country  in  having  an  exhibition  in 
New  Zesdand.  Olher  colonies  would  be  delighted 
to  send  exhibits  and  gire  us  their  support  in  the 
matter.  Although  that  would  cost  a  great  deal 
more  than  £3,0U),  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be 
carried  out.  In  the  meantime,  however,  what  the 
House  had  to  do  was  to  see  that  steps  were  taken 
to  baTe  the  colony  properly  represented  at  the 
Paris  Exhibition.  If  the  Government  took  the 
first  steps  in  the  matter,  the  people  generally  would 
■ocm  take  it  up.  He  was  afraid  he  had  occupied 
too  much  time  in  speaking  to  the  subject,  and  he 
would  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  other  members. 
He  hoped  the  vote-would  be  carried,  and  that  no 
time  would  be  lost  in  taking  efficient  steps  to 
insure  success.  The  colony  would  never  regret 
the  expenditure  of  this  money  if  it  were  devoted 
to  enabling  New  Zealand  to  make  a  creditable 
Aow  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  and  to  take  such 
a  position  as  this  colony,  although  one  of  the 
youngest,  was  entitled  to,  alike  in  consideration 
of  its  past,  its  present,  and  its  future. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ''That 
this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider 
of  a  respectful  address  to  be  presented  to  the 
GoTemor,  praying  that  His  Excellency  will  cause 
a  sum  of  £3,000  to  be  placed  upon  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
fands  for  the  due  representation  of  New  Zealand 
at  the  Paris  Exhibition."— (Jfr.  Sees.) 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  would  hke  to  congratu- 
late the  honorable  gentleman  for  the  stirring  and 


practical  appeal  he  had  made  in  regard  to  New 
2^1and.    It  would  hare  been  very  i^vantageons, 
however,  if  this  question  could  have  been  raised 
under  happier  auspices.     It  was  a  subject  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  hare  demanded  that  the 
Government,  at  an  early  stage  of  the  session, 
should  have  invited  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  it.    He  did  not  altogether  agree  with  the  views 
put  forward  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  in 
the  few  minutes  at  his  disposal  he  thought  he 
would  have  time  enough  to  show  those  points  on 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  laid  himself 
open  to  criticism.    Tne  honorable  member  had 
taken  one  view  regarding  exhibitions — that  was, 
exhibitions  external  to  New  Zealand — and  the 
view  he  held  was  the  position  New  Zealand  might 
take  in  the  Paris  Exhibition.    But  a  much  wiser 
aiid  a  far  better  mode  for  a  young  country  to  uti- 
lize such  an  exhibition  as  that  at  Paris  would  be 
for  the  young  country  to  avail  itself  of  the  exhibits 
of  the  old  countries.    He  thought  that«  so  far  as 
possible,  in  spending  money  with  regard  to  exhi- 
bitions in  the  Old  World,  the  colony  ought,  as  it 
were,  to  send  out  its  eyes — that  was  to  say,  per- 
sons should  go  out  and  gather  in,  bring  back, 
teach,  and  instruct  our  artisans  and  the  young 
men  who  were  to  be  raised  in  New  Zealand.  The 
honorable  gentleman  put  too  much  weight  upon 
the  impetus  that  our  credit  might  receive  from 
any  exhibits  that  up  to  this  time  c<^ld  be  sent 
Home,  and  the  great  economic  gain  that  would 
ensue  from  sending  articles  to  the  Paris  Exhibi- 
tion ;   but  the  reiu  economic  gain  would  result 
from  sending  out  our  eyes  to  gather  experience 
from  what  could  be  learnt  in  the  Old  World.    He 
would  like  to  see  this  money,  if  granted,  utilized 
not  in  sending  a  philosophical    tavatU  to  the 
Exhibition,  or  in  sending  the  late  Commissioner 
of  Customs  there,  for  neither  one  nor  the  other 
would  be  able  to  use  his  eyes  with  sufficient 
advantage  to  the  colony.     What  he  would  like 
to  see  would  be  ten  or  twelve  persons  engaged 
in  industries  already  established  here  sent  Home 
to  learn  experience.    That  was  the  course  taken 
in  England  in  1867,  when  the  Society  of  Arts 
voted  £1,000,  and,  through  the  agency  of  Mr. 
Mundella  and  others  of  tl^t  gentleman  s  class  of 
occupation,  picked  out  eighty  foremen  and  repre- 
sentative working-men  in  all  kinds  of  industries 
of  the  most  importance  to  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  Great  Britain.     They  brought  back 
reports,  which  were  published.     Of  the  first  edi- 
tion 2,500  copies  were  sold,  and  it  was  afterwards 
translated  into  French,  at  the  request  of  the  Em- 
peror himself,  and  was  now  the  chief  text-book 
of  manufactures  in  France.    Although  New  Zea- 
land- could  not  accomplish  so  much,  still,  if  an 
intelligent  man  were  sent,  say,  from  the  Mos- 
giel  establishment  in  Otago,  another  from  one 
of  the  shipbuilding  establishments  of  Auckland, 
and  others  from  other  industrial  establishments,  of 
which  there  were  many  in  the  colony,  and  if  they 
reported  on  the  exhibits  at  Paris  of  special  indus- 
tries which  were  likely  to  be  developed  in  New 
Zealand,  it  would  add  very  much  to  the  capital  of 
this  colony  at  an  early  date.    Of  course  subjects 
of  this  sort  opeued  up  questions  of  very  great 
importance,  and  chief  amongst  these  was  the 
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technical  education  of  our  people.  In  that  lay 
the  great  strength  and  value  of  such  exhibitions 
as  that  about  to  be  held  in  Paris  :  indeed  it  was 
for  that  purpose  they  were  held.  Hitherto  many 
countries  had  been  unable  to  formulize  such  an 
education,  and  they  had  been  compelled  to  trust 
to  these  spasmodic  exhibitions  for  instruction, 
while  other  countries,  wiser  in  their  generation, 
'were  educating  systematically.  That  was  one 
great  reason  why  the  House  should  agree  to  this 
motion,  and  he'  thought  all  honorable  members 
would  agree  that  the  amount  of  gain  the  colony 
would  achieve  would  be  of  greater  importance  in 
that  way  than  would  result  from  showing  our 
own  wealth.  There  were  special  industries  which 
it  might  be  hoped  would  bo  developed  in  this 
colony.  There  was,  for  example,  the  iron  industry. 
No  doubt  in  many  parts  of  the  colony  there 
were  large  and  extensive  deposits  of  iron  ore 
which  as  yet  the  colony  had  not  been  able  to  turn 
to  such  great  advantage  as  could  be  wished ;  and 
the  specimens  from  Taranaki  shown  last  year 
in  the  Ubrary  of  the  Assembly  should  be  an 
encouragement  to  send  some  person  to  the  Paris 
Exhibition  to  gain  experience  in  the  working 
of  that  metal.  Again,  the  utilizing  of  wool 
should  be  a  special  (K>ject  with  any  Commissioner, 
whether  workman  or  savant,  sent  to  Paris,  lliis 
brought  him  to  an  argument  used  by  the  honor- 
able gentlepiau  which  he  did  not  quite  follow, 
and  by  which  the  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to 
imply  that  a  diminution  in  our  exports  neces- 
sarily showed  that  we  were  not  progressing  as 
rapidly  as  we  should  hope.  He  contended  that 
a  great  object  of  a  young  country  should  be  to 
develop  its  own  helpfulness.  It  was  not  at  all 
desirable  that  its  exports  should  be  swelled  year 
by  year,  but  rather  that  it  should  work  up  its 
own  raw  material.  To  his  mind  the  colonv  might 
be  prospering  to  a  very  great  extent  although 
the  imports  were  increasing  and  the  exports  de- 
creasing. Through  the  colony  retaining  its  raw 
material,  and  working  it  up  itself,  a  great  saving 
mighl;  be  made  to  the  people,  ond  a  real  addition 
to  the  capital  of  the  colony.  He  thought  the 
internal  savings  of  the  people  of  the  colony, 
those  which  each  man  was  accumulating  in  his 
own  sphere,  were  too  much  overlooked  when 
honorable  members  were  arguing  as  to  tlie  pros- 
perity of  their  own  country  in  comparison  with 
others.  He  had  already  pointed  out  the  great 
object  which  might  be  gained  by  sending  men  to 
the  Paris  Exhibition  with  the  view  of  instructing 
themselves,  so  that  they  might  afterwards  edu- 
cate the  working-men  of  the  colony  in  industrial 
science.  He  might  now  say  that,  although  there 
were  men  in  this  colony,  as  in  every  country,  who 
could  afford  to  be  ignorant  of  many  things,  still 
the  workmen,  on  whom  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  of  the  colony  as  a  notion  must  depend, 
could  not  afford  to  be  deficient  in  that  cduciition 
which  was  necessary  to  make  their  skill  pro- 
ductive. It  had  often  been  said,  and  all  honor- 
able members  were  aware,  that  many  thousands 
of  immigi-ants  had  been  brought  into  the  colony. 
He  only  touched  upon  this  matter  to  point 
out  that,  although  a  great  many  of  them  were 
artisans,  still,  taking  the  percentage  of  artisans 
Mr*  De  Lauiour 


I  as  high  as  could  be,  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
the  very  best  workmen  in  the  different  bianchee 
of  manufactures  would  come  out  here,  and  yet 
these  were  the  only  men  who  could  be  looked  to 
as  teachers  of  inai^strial  science  to  the  young 
men  of  the  colony.  It  mubt  be  presumed  that 
these  men  were  not  at  the  top  of  their  special 
industries  at  Home,  or  they  would  not  have  left 
there.  If  the  question  of  technical  education  in 
industrial  science  was  not  attended  to,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  depend  upon  the  apprentice 
system,  and,  unless  means  were  taken  to  obtain 
fresh  instruction,  the  colony  must  in  this  respect 
fall  back  year  by  year.  That  had  been  found 
from  the  former  Paris  Exhibition  to  apply  es- 
pecially to  England.  It  was  now  admitted,  from 
comparative  observations  of  the  Exhibitions  of 
1851,  1862,  1867,  and  also  the  Philadelphia 
Exhibition,  that  countries  which  had  neglected 
to  send  out  their  eyes,  so  to  speak,  to  gather  up 
and  bring  back  information,  had  fallen  back  and 
were  getting  behind  other  countries  in  the  mana< 
factunng  industries  of  the  world. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Sfeakes  left  the  chair. 

BOUSE  BBSUHBD. 

Mr.  Speakbs  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  beg  to  move  the  post- 
ponement of  all  the  Orders  of  the  day,  with  the 
view  of  proceeding  with  the  want-of-confidenoe 
motion  which  stands  in  my  name. 

Mr.  O'ROKKE.— I  may  be  allowed  to  point 
out  that  that  cannot  be  done.  When  the  time 
comes  for  calling  on  the  Orders  of  the  day  they 
must  be  called  on.  The  order  of  business  for  the 
day  cannot  be  interrupted  except  by  general  con- 
sent. The  Standing  Orders  are  very  explicit  on 
this  subject.  I  am  sorry  to  interpose,  but  I  feel 
that  a  duty  is  cast  upon  me  in  some  respect  in 
consequence  of  the  position  I  hold  in  this  House. 
I  jcsterday  endeavoured  to  make  myself  master 
of  all  the  rules  and  authorities  relating  to  this 
point,  in  the  expectation  that  I  mieht  be  called 
upon,  in  your  absence,  to  temporari^r  occupy  the 
position  you  hold.  The  Vlst  Standing  Owier  is 
to  this  euect : — 

"  When  the  House  proceeds  to  the  Orders  of 
the  day,  on  days  on  which  Orders  have  prece- 
dence, and  after  the  notices  of  motion  have  been 
disposed  of  on  all  other  days,  or  on  the  House 
resuming  at  half  after  seven  o'clock,  as  the  case 
may  be,  Mr.  Speaker  is  to  direct  the  Clerk  at  the 
table  to  read  the  Orders  of  the  day,  without  any 
question  being  put." 

Then,  if  you  turn  to  May,  page  261,  the  course 
of  procedure  is  laid  down  in  an  equally  explicit 
manner : — 

"When  the  Clerk  is  proceeding  to  read  the 
Orders  of  the  day,  the  course  of  business  may 
not  bo  interrupted,  by  any  other  business  or  de- 
bate which  members  may  endeavour  to  interpose. 
So  soon  as  an  Order  of  the  day  has  been  read, 
the  business  to  which  it  relates  is  to  be  imme- 
diately proceeded  with ;  and  the  Speaker,  there* 
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fore,  will  not  pennifc  any  question  to  be  pat  to  a 
Minister  or  other  memberj  unless  it  relate  to  such 
Order  of  the  day." 

And  at  the  conclusion  of  the  paragraph  there 
is  this  passage : — 

"Wheo  an  Order  of  the  day  has  been  read, 
the  Minister  or  member  baring  charge  of  the  Bill 
or  proceeding  is  entitled  to  priority  in  making  a 
motion  concerning  it,  and  no  otiier  member  will 
be  allowed  to  interpose,  unless  with  his  consent." 

Now,  in  regard  to  giving  precedence  to  a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Ministiy  by  a  post- 
ponement of  all  other  business,  I  contend  that 
that  can  only  be  allowed  by  means  of  a  concession 
on  the  part  of  Qt>Temment.  The  practice  is  thus 
stated  with  regard  to  postponing  the  Orders  of 
the  day: — 

**  Facilities  of  this  kind  are  conceded  by  Qto- 
Temment  according  to  the  importance  and  ur- 
gency of  the  motions  to  be  discussed  and  the 
state  of  public  business.  They  hare  generally 
been  given  to  motions  amounting  to  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  Ministers,  but  not  to  Bills 
of  independent  members  which,  if  carried  in 
opposition  to  Ministers,  would  probably  cause 
their  resignation;  for,  if  such  a  principle  were 
admitted,  the  arrangement  ofpublio  business  in- 
trusted to  them  would  be  taken  out  of  their 
bands.** 

Mr.  STOUT. — If  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
allowed  to  bring  on  his  motion  I  presume  I  shall 
also  be  allowed  to  bring  on  the  adjourned  debate 
upon  my  motion  relative  to  the  position  of  the 
(Jovcmor. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  like  to  call 
your  attention,  Sir,  to  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  correct  method  of  procedure.  I  maintain 
that  it  is  competent  for  any  honorable  member, 
before  the  Oraers  of  the  day  are  called  on,  to 
move  the  postponement  of  such  Orders  of  the 
day  as  the  House  may  think  fit ;  but  that  cannot 
be  done  after  the  Orders  of  the  day  have  been 
called  on.  That  has  invariably  been  the  prac- 
tice of  this  House.  Upon  reference  to  May, 
page  244,  it  will  be  found  that  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  English  Parliament,  up  to  1856,  to  post- 
pone each  Order  of  the  day  separately  as  it  was 
put,  but  since  that  time  it  has  been  the  custom 
to  postpone  as  many  Orders  of  the  day  as  might 
be  necessaiT,  in  order  to  arrire  at  a  particular 
Order.  I  have  at  hand  one  precedent,  aud  I 
have  no  doubt  many  others  may  be  found.  In 
the  seesion  of  1872,  all  the  Orders  of  the  day 
were  postponed,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
proceed  to  the  discussion  of  a  vrant-of-confidence 
motion.  This  was  not  done  by  permission 
merely.  The  words  I  find  in  the  Journals  of  the 
House  are,  "  It  was  ordered  "  that  this  should  He 
done.  I  submit  that  it  is  perfectly  correct  to 
pos^ne  all  the  Orders  in  the  way  I  propose. 

PRIVILEaE. 
Sir  O.  GREY,  by  command  of  His  Excellency 
the  Gkrvemor,  laid  certain  papers  upon  the  table, 
and  they  were  read  as  foUows : — 

Mettage. 
"NoMfAKBT,  Governor. 
**  The  Governor  regrets  that  he  is  unable  to  give 

TOL.  XXVIL-10, 


a  definite  reply  to  the  address  presented  to  him 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  announcing  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  report  of  a 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  search  for  prece- 
dents and  to  report  to  the  House  in  relation  to 
tbe  question  of  privilege  raised  by  Mr.  Stout, 
*  That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
in  noticing  a  matter  in  agitation  or  debate  in  the 
House  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to  accede  to  ad- 
vice tendered  by  his  Ministers,  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  House,'  because,  in 
the  course  oi  a  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  between  himself  and  the  6K)vernment,  which 
correspondence  he  now  ](l)resents  to  Parliament,  a 
question  of  constitutional  law  has  arisen,  which 
the  Governor  considers  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
should  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  before  he  can 
take  upon  himself  to  accept  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

'*  The  Governor  begs  to  assure  the  House  that 
he  does  this  out  of  no  disrespect  to  their  decision, 
but  simply  in  defence  of  what  be  believes  to  be  a 
most  important  constitutional  principle. 

"  If  the  Governor  should  be  wrong  in  the  con- 
clusion he  has  formed,  he  can  assure  the  House 
that  nothing  was  further  from  his  intention  than 
in  any  way  to  trench  upon  their  privileges. 

"  Wellington,  8th  November,  1877." 

Enclobubes. 
No.  1. 
His  Excellency  the  Govbbnos  to  the  Hon.  Sir 
Gbobge  Gbet,  E.C.B.  . 
"The  Governor  presents  his  compliments  to 
Sir  Gkorge  Grey,  and  requests  that  be  will  have 
the  goodness  to  lay  the  accompanying  message 
before  the  House  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
"  5th  November,  1877." 


" GK)vemor. 

*'  The  Governor  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
an  address  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announcing  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the 
report  of  a  Select  Committee  appointed  to  search 
for  precedents,  and  to  report  to  the  House  in 
relation  to  the  question  of  privilege  raised  by  Mr. 
Stout,  *  That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  in  noticing  a  matter  in  agitation  or 
debate  in  the  House  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to 
accede  to  advice  tendered  by  his  Ministers,  was 
an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  House.' 

"  The  Governor  begs  to  inform  the  House  that 
he  has  forwarded  the  same  to  his  Constitutional 
Advisers,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  has  received  the 
advice  of  his  Ministers,  he  will  forward  his  reply 
to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

*'  Government  House, 
^'Wellington,  5th  November,  1877." 

No.  2. 
His  Excellency  the  Goyxbnob  to  the  Hon.  Sir 
Gbobgb  Gbbt,  E.C.B. 
"The  Gbvemor  requests  that  Ministers  will 
forward  to  him  their  advice  as  to  the  answer 
which  he  should  return  to  the  enclosed  address 
from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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"  The  Q-OTemop  is  sure  that  he  need  not  point 
out  to  the  G-oremment  that  it  is  desirable  that 
the  reply  should  be  giyen  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  "  N. 

"  GoTemment  House, 
**  Wellington,  5th  November,  1877." 

(Enclosure  in  No.  2.) 
"Addbbbs  from  the  House  of  BepresentAtires 
to  His  Excellency  the  Most  Honorable  the 
Marquis  of   Normanby,  a    Member  of   Her 
Majesty's    Most    Honorable    Privy    Council, 
Kmght  Commaodcr  of  the  Most  Distinguished 
Order  of   Saint  Michael  and  Saint  George, 
Governor  of  New  Zealand,  Ac,  &c.,  -&c. 
"May  it  please  your  Excellency, — ^The  House 
of  Representatives  of  New  Zealand,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  desire  respectfully  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency  that,  having  taken  into  their  con- 
sideration a  memorandum  of  your  Excellency, 
dated  the  27th  day  of  October  ultimo,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Wilson  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  which  memorandum 
•  was  communicated  to  the  House  on  the  31st  day 
of  October  ultimo,  by  your  Excellency's   com- 
mand, they  hare  agreed  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  they  desire  may  be  communicated  to 
your  Excellency  : — 

"  *  That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor, in  noticing  a  matter  in  agitation  or  debate  in 
the  House  as  the  reason  for  refusing  to  accede  to 
advice  tendered  by  his  Ministers,  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  House.' 

"  William  Fitzhebbebt,  Speaker. 
"6th  November,  1877." 

No.  3. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Geob&e  Gbet,  K.C.B.,  to  His 

Excellency  the  Gotbbnob. 

"Ministers  respectfully  advise  His  Excellency 

the  Governor  to  return  the  following  answer 

to  the  address  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 

,  tives : — 

"  *  The  Governor,  from  a  resolution  transmitted 
to  him  in  an  address  from  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentativee,  learns  that  he  has  infringed  the  privi- 
leges of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature.  The 
Governor  trusts  that,  from  his  unintentional  act 
and  his  proceedings  in  relation  thereto,  the  benefit 
may  result  that  a  precedent  will  have  been  esta- 
blished which  may  be  useful  in  future.* 

"  G.  Gbey. 
"  6th  November,  1877." 


No.  4. 

His  Excellency  the  GtovEBNOB  to  the  Hon.  Sir 

Geobge  G-bet,  K.C.B. 

"  The  Gbvernor  has  received  the  memorandum 
in  which  Sir  George  Grey,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  tenders  to  him  their  advice  as  to  the 
answer  which  he  should  give  to  the  address  from 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives ;  and  the  Governor 
must  request  that  the  Government  will  reconsider 
that  advice,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz. : — 

"  1.  That  constitutionally  it  is  the  Government, 
afid  not  the  Cbvernor,  who  are  solely  responsible 
to  Parliament  for  the  acts  of  the  Governor. 

"  2.  That,  if  the  memorandum  of  the  Governor 
Sir  O.  Grey 


to  his  Ministers  on  the  subject  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Legislative  Council 
did  contain  any  breach  of  privilege,  it  was,  in  the 
first  instance,  a  strictly  secret  and  confidential 
communication  between  the  Governor  and  his 
Constitutional  Advisers,  and,  if  they  saw  that  the 
Governor  had  unintentionally  in  any  way  in- 
fringed upon  the  privilege  of  the  House,  it  was 
their  duty,  under  the  oath  which  thev  took  mm 
Executire  Councillors,  to  have  pointed  out  the 
fact  to  the  Governor,  when  he  would  most  readily 
have  reconsidered  the  answer  which  he  had  given. 
"3.  That  the  presentation  of  the  paper  was 
done  solely  on  the  advice  in  writing  of  Sir  George 
Grey,  and  that,  therefore,  Ministers  are  solely 
responsible.  "  Nobkaicby. 

"  Government  House, 
"  Wellington,.  5th  November,  1877." 


No.  5. 

Memoeandfm  from  the  Hon.  Sir  GEOBaR  Grey, 

K.C.B.,  to  His  Excellency  the  Govebkob. 

"Ministers  respectfully  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  His  Excellency's  memorandum  of  last 
night.  The  points  raised  in  it  are  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  require  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion upon  their  part,  and  they  are,  therefore, 
unable  immediately  to  tender  advice  to  His 
Excellency  upon  the  subject. 

"  Ministers  will,  however,  take  care  that  do 
unnecessary  delay  occurs  in  bestowing  that  atten- 
tion upon  the  Governor's  memorandum  which  its 
importance  demands.  "  G.  Gbey. 

"  Wellington,  6th  November,  1877." 


No.  6. 

Memobandum  from  the  Hon.  Sir  Geobge  Gbey, 

K.C.B.,  to  his  Excellency  the  Govebkob. 

"  His  Excellency  having  asked  Ministers  for  a 
reply  to  his  memorandum  relative  to  the  advice 
thepr  ofiered  to  him  as  to  his  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  Ministers 
beg  respectfully  to  state, — 

"1.  That  they  admit  their  responsibilitv  for 
His  Excellency's  acts  when  done  on  their  advice. 

"2.  That  out  of  respect  for  His  Excellency 
they  refrained  from  offering  him  anv  further 
advice,  when  he  had  twice  rejected  that  which 
they  had  given  him  ;  but  they  do  not  think  that, 
in  refraining  from  doing  so,  they  committed  anj 
breach  of  the  oath  which  they  took  on  entering 
office  as  Executive  Councillors;  and  they  feel 
sure  that,  on  a  re-perusal  of  that  oath.  His  Ex- 
cellency will  modify  his  opinion  on  that  point. 

"  3.  They  admit  and  accept  the  responsibility 
of  laying  the  papers  before  Parliament ;  but  beg 
respectfully  to  point  out  that  the  resolution  of 
the  House  does  not  say  that  that  proceeding  was 
a  breach  of  its  privileges. 

"  Ministers  are,  however,  unwilling  to  press  His 
Excellency  to  accept  advice  upon  a  matter  of  this 
kind  with  which  he  does  not  fully  concur ;  and 
therefore  they  respectfully  beg  to  advise  that  the 
enclosed  message  bo  substituted  for  that  pre- 
viously sent  to  him.  "  G.  Gbby. 

"  WelUngton,  7th  November,  1877." 
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(Enoloiure  in  No.  6.) 

" '  The  GoTenioT  has  receired  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Sepresentatiyee,  by  which  he  is  in- 
formed that  he  has  inadyertentlj  committed  a 
breach  of  the  pririleges  of  that  House.  The 
House  is  oonstitutionallj  the  guardian  of  its  own 
pririleges. 

"  *  The  CKjTemor  haying  now  called  Mr.  Wilson 
to  the  Legifllatiye  Council,  in  accordance  with  his 
promise  to  his  Advisers,  he  does  not  think  it  will 
answer  anj  useful  purpose  to  discuss  the  question 
anj  further,  but  he  will  transmit  tlie  papers  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.* '' 

No.  7. 
Mbhobakdith  from  His  Exoellencj  the  Gotbb- 

voB  to  the  Hon.  Sir  Georgb  Obey,  K.C.B. 

''The  GoTemor  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
Sir  George  Grey's  further  memorandum  of  this 
daj^s  dale,  and  he  is  glad  to  learn  that  the 
€k>Temment  agree  with  him,  and  admit  their 
eonsfeitutional  responsibility  to  Parliament  for  the 
acts  of  the  Goyemor  when  done  on  their  adyice. 
The  Goyemor,  howeyer,  cannot  admit  that  their 
responsibilitj  should  be  so  limited,  because,  if  the 
act  of  the  Goremor  is  such  that  the  Goyemment 
eannot  accept  or  defend  it,  it  is  their  duty  to 
resign,  in  onier  that  the  Goyemor  may  be  able, 
if  he  can,  to  form  a  6k>yemment  who  would 
support  hia  views,  in  which  case  he  would  haye,of 
course,  to  justify  hie  conduct  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  whom  alone  he  is  responsible.  In  this 
present  instance  the  Goyemment,  and  the  Go- 
yemor thinks  rightly,  did  not  consider  that  his 
refusal  to  appoint  Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Legislatiye 
Council  was  a  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to 
induce  them  to  resign,  and  thereby  they  accepted 
his  decision  and  became  responsible  for  his  act ; 
and  the  whole  question  should  haye  then  ended, 
or  they  should  haye  further  pressed  their  adyice 
upon  him. 

"Neither  can  the  Governor  modify  the  yiew 
which  he  haa  expressed,  that  the  Goyemment 
were,  by  the  oath  wliich  they  took  as  Executiye 
Councillors,  bound,  when  they  saw  that  he  had 
unintentionialiy  giyen  reasons  which  might  be 
eonstrued  into  a  breach  of  priyilege,  to  haye 
pcHnted  out  the  fact  to  him. 

^  The  appointment  or  non-appointment  of  Mr. 
Wibon  was  one  thing,  and  totally  different  to  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  Goyemor  had  unin- 
tenticmally  infringed  the  priyileges  of  the  House. 

"  The  Governor  has  for  too  many  ;jrears  held  a 
seat  in  one  branch  or  other  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment to  wish  for  one  moment  to  infringe  upon 
the  priyileges  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives ; 
and,  oould  he  admit .  that  he  is  the  person 
responsible  to  Parliament,  he  would  not  tor  one 
moment  hesitate  to  express  his  regret  that  most 
imintMitionallj  he  bad  infringed  their  privileges. 

"The  GJovemor,  however,  considers  that  the 
constitutional  principle  fi>r  which  he  contends — 
namely.  That  Ministers,  so  long  as  they  retain 
oAtce,  are  alone  responsible  to  Parliament  for  the 
acts  of  the  Governor — is  of  such  vital  importance 
to  the  future  good  government  of  the  colony,  and 
for  the  position  held  by  Her  Majesty's  Represen- 
tative, that  be  feels  that  he  would  be  recreant  to 


his  duty,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  the  position 
which  he  holds,  if  he  permitted  the  question  to 
drop,  and  did  not  try,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
to  have  the  matter  finally  and  definitely  settled. 

"  This  question  of  privilege  is  now  no  loneer  a 
matter  '  in  agitation  or  debate '  in  the  House. 
The  Gk)yemor  has  been  informed  officially  by  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  decision  of  the  House, 
and  the  official  reports  of  the  House  are  officially 
before  him.  He  can  therefore  now  refer  to  the 
matter  in  his  communications  with  his  Ministers 
without  any  fear  of  committing  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege. 

"The  absolute  responsibility  of  Ministers  to 
Parliament  for  the  acts  of  a  Govemor  is  a  question 
which  has  so  often  heen  decided,  and  is  so  well 
understood  in  England,  that  the  Governor  did 
not  expect  to  find  it  disputed.  The  necessity  and 
justice  of  this  rule  is  obvious.  In  working  out 
mathematical  problems  it  is  not  unusual  to  demon- 
strate the  point  by  showing  tlie  absurdity  of  any 
other  conclusion,  and  the  Govemor  would  venture 
in  this  case  to  prove  his  point  in  that  way.  As 
an  illustration,  he  will  take  the  case  which  has 
just  occurred.  The  Govemor  refused  the  advice 
of  Ministers  to  appoint  Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  By  his  instructions,  and  according 
to  numerous  precedents,  he  had  a  perfect  right  to 
take  that  course.  The  Government,  as  he  thinks 
rightly,  did  not  consider  it  a  case  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  necessitate  their  resignation,  and  there 
the  matter  would  have  ended.  The  Govemor 
was  not  obliged  to  give  any  reasons  to  his  Minis- 
ters for  the  course  he  had  taken,  but  he  thought 
it  more  honest  and  more  respectful  to  them  to  do 
so.  Unfortunately,  in  doing  so  he  used  expres- 
sions which  were  afterwards  construed  into  a 
breach  of  privilege.  The  Government  either  did  or 
did  not  see  this.  The  Govemor  is  perfectly  ready 
to  assume  that  they  did  not,  as  he  should  be  very 
sorry  indeed  to  impute  to  them  any  intention  of 
entrapping  him :  at  the  same  time  the  Govern- 
ment must  have  had  some  reasons  for  wishing  for 
the  production  of  the  papers,  and  so  little  did  the 
Governor  see  any  public  necessity  for  it  that  he 
was  on  the  point  oi  refusing  his  consent,  and  only 
refrained  from  doing  so  because  he  did  not  Uke 
for  the  second  time  to  refuse  their  advice.  The 
papers  were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and 
immediately  the  question  of  privilege  was  raised. 

"  The  Governor,  by  the  privilege  of  the  House, 
was  not  supposed  to  know  what  was  going  on. 
He  had  no  voice  in  the  House.  He  was  not  in 
any  way  allowed  to  explain  his  conduct,  or  to  pro- 
duce evidence  or  precedent  in  his  favour.  He 
could  not  employ  counsel ;  and  the  Government, 
by  whose  advice  the  papers  were  published,  and 
who  are  his  constitutions  defenders  in  the  House, 
either  took  part  against  him,  or  remained  in 
silence  and  refused  him  their  assistance. 

"  The  Goyemor  was  condemned  imheard,  and 
an  address  was  presented  to  him  by  the  House 
expressing  its  disapproval  of  what  he  had  done. 

"A  criminal,  on  the  other  hand,  no  matter 
what  crimes  he  may  have  committed,  is,  in  the 
first  place,  by  the  English  law,  presumed  to  be 
innocent.  He  is  brought  face  to  face  with  his 
accusers.    He  is  present  at  his  trial.    He  may 
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produce  eridence  of  his  innooence,  and  employ 
counsel ;  and  eyen  before  sentence  is  passed  he  is 
permitted  to  urge  any  reasons  that  he  may  think 
'  fit,  in  mitigation  of  his  sentence. 

'*  The  Governor  would  ask  whether  these  two 
oases  do  not  prove  incontestably  the  absolute 
necessity  for  the  constitutional  rule  which  the 
Q-ovemor  contends  does  exist — namely,  That  it 
is  the  Government,  and  not  the  Governor,  who 
must,  so  long  as  they  remain  his  Advisers,  be 
solely  responsible  to  Parliament  for  his  acts.  Is 
it  not  absurd  to  contend  that  Her  Majesty's  re- 
presentative should  be  condemned  unheard,  and 
that  he  should  be  put,  as  to  his  defence,  in  a 
more  unfavourable  position  than  that  in  which 
the  worst  criminal  in  the  colony  could  possibly 
be  placed  ? 

**  This  question  as  to  the  extent  to  which  Go- 
vernment are  responsible  to  Parliament  for  the 
acts  of  the  Governor  is  one  which  <^annot  possibly 
be  decided  in  the  colony.  The  Governor  has, 
therefore,  decided  to  forward  the  whole  case  for 
the  consideration  and  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  by  whose  decision  he  is 
bound  to  abide ;  and  he  will  have  much  pleasure 
in  forwarding,  at  the  same  time,  any  representa- 
tions that  the  Gk>vernment  may  wish  to  make. 

"  If  the  Governor  has  urged  his  case  somewhat 
strongly,  he  begs  that  Sir  Gieorge  Grey  will  clearly 
understand  that  he  looks  upon  it  simply  as  a 
political  and  not  a  personal  question,  which  he  is 
bound  to  press  to  the  beat  of  his  ability,  though, 
he  trusts,  without  the  slightest  exaggeration. 

"As  regards  the  answer  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  Governor  proposes  to  send 
a  message  something  to  the  effect  of  the  one  he 
encloses. 

'*In  conclusion,  the  Gk>vemor  would  wish  to 
state  that,  in  reply  to  a  t^lecpram  from  himself, 
he  has  heard  from  Sir  Hercules  Eobinson  that  a 
precedent,  which  appears  very  nearly  similar,  did 
occur  to  Ix>rd  Belmore,  and  that  his  action  was 
approved  of  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

*'Tbe  Governor  wishes  to  place  no  stress  upon 
this  information,  as  he  has  not  been  able  to  find 
the  case,  and  does  not  know  how  far  it  may  be 
parallel ;  but  it  is  his  intention,  if  the  case  has 
been  published,  to  request  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson 
to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  NOBMANBY. 

"P.S. — Unless  the  Governor  hears  that  Sir 
George  Grey  vfishes  to  make  any  further  re- 
marks, the  Governor  proposes  to  send  his  mes- 
sage to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  this  even- 
ing. »  N. 

"  Government  House, 
"Wellington,  8th  November,  187V." 


No.  8. 
"Memobanduh  for  His  Exobllency. 
''Ministers  respectfully  represent  to  the  Go- 
vernor that  the  questions  which  they  have  had 
to  consider  were  —  Can  the  Governor,  finding 
that  a  notice  of  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Government  has  been  given,  decline  to  take 
the  advice  of  his  Besponsible  Advisers  on  the 
pround  that  such  a  vote  is  pending?  and.  Was  he 
justified  in  holding  that  he  could  not  accept  their 
air  G,  Grey 


advice  until  the  decision  of  the  Assembly  on  that 
vote  had  been  given?  If  such  is  the  constitu- 
tional law,  nothing  is  necessary  but  to  raise  suc- 
cessive votes  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  enable  the  Governor  to  act  for  long 
periods  of  time  without  B«sponsible  Advisers. 

"  Ministers  respectfully  state  that  they  cannot 
admit  that  the  Governor  is  responsible  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  this  matter ;  nor  can  they 
admit  that  the  question  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  Gt>vemment  are  responsible  to  the  As- 
sembly for  the  acts  of  the  Governor  is  one  which 
cannot  be  decided  in  New  Zealand.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  respectfully  to 
protest  against  the  points  at  issue  being  decided 
anywhere  else,  unless  the  consent  of  the  General 
Assembly  is  obtained  to  the  reference  of  those 
points  to  some  external  authority.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  is  also,  in  their 
opinion,  for  such  a  purpose,  an  authority  unknown 
to  the  Constitution  of  New  Zealand. 

"Ministers  would  respectfully  solicit  the  at- 
tention of  the  Gt>vernor  to  the  32nd  section  of 
the  Constitution  Act,  from  which  it  will  be  found 
that  the  words  '  General  Assembly '  comprise 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  himself,  who  is  by 
law  a  constitutional  part  of  that  body. 

**  Ministers  respectfully  add,  that  they  have 
already  advised  His  Excellency  regarding  the 
message  they  think  he  should  return  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  they 
have  nothing  to  add  to  that  advice. 

"  G.  Gbbt. 

"  Wellington,  8th  November,  1877." 

No.  9. 
Memobaitdtjh  from  His  Excellency  the  Gotbb- 

KOB  to  the  Hon.  Sir  Gbobgb  Gbet,  KC.B. 

"The  Governor  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Sir 
George  Grey's  further  memorandum  of  this  day's 
date,  and  he  would  point  out  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  is  the  only  constitutional  channel 
through  whom  the  commands  of  the  Crown  are 
conveyed,  and  who  is  responsible  to  the  British 
Parliament  for  the  advice  he  may  give  to  Her 
Majesty ;  and  as  the  Governor,  at  any  rate,  feels 
bound  to  obey  the  oommand  of  Her  Majesty, 
whom  he  has  the  honor  to  represent  in  this 
colony,  he  still  maintains  that  it  is  his  duty  to 
submit  tbis  case  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

"  The  Gt)vemor  has  referred  to  the  d2nd  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  Act,  to  which  Sir  George 
Grey  has  called  his  attention,  and  he  would  point 
out  that  it  simply  places  the  Governor,  as  Her 
Majesty's  representative,  in  exactly  the  same 
position  as  regards  the  Parliament  of  New  Zea- 
land as  that  which  is  held  by  the  Queen  as  re- 
gards the  ParUament  of  England. 

"  The  Gt)vernor  must  adhere  to  the  determina- 
tion wbich  he  has  announced  to  the  Gk>vem- 
roent,  and  will  lay  the  whole  correspondence 
before  Parliament  this  evening ;  and  by  next 
mail  ho  will  forward  the  whole  case  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies.  "  Nobmakbt. 

"  Government  House, 
"  Wellington,  8th  November,  1877." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


PrwiUge, 


[HOTJSR] 


Privilege. 


77 


Mr.  STOUT.— I  do  not  know  whether  I  should 
be  in  order  in  moring  that  the  message  and 
memoranda  now  read  be  referred  to  the  same 
Committee  of  Friyilege,  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining  what  position  this  House  should  take  up. 
It  would  be  proper  for  the  House  to  saj  whether 
it  would  be  right  to  refer  this  case  to  the  Secre- 
tarj  of  State  rather  than  that  it  should  be  dealt 
with  bj  the  House  itself.  I  ask  jou,  Sir,  whether, 
this  being  an  important  question  of  pririlege,  and 
as  the  mul  goes  out  soon,  I  shall  he  in  order  in 
moTing  that  the  message  and  memoranda  be  re- 
mitted  to  the  same  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  it  would  be  better  if 
the  honorable  member  were  to  giro  notice  of  mo- 
tion.   

Mr.  STOUT.— I  would  merely  point  out  that 
Standing  Order  No.  246  provides  for  a  case  like 
this.  It  sajB,  "  Mr.  Speaker  shall,  unless  a  pre- 
fious  message  be  then  under  consideration,  im- 
mediately retudi  the  mesnee  to  the  House,  when, 
if  necesnu^,  a  time  shall  be  fixed  for  taking  the 
same  into  consideration."  Therefore  I  apprehend 
that  I  should  be  now  in  order  in  moving  that 
the  meesage  be  taken  into  consideration  at  a 
certain  time.  I  put  the  question  to  you,  Sir, 
whether  or  not  I  should  be  m  order  in  so  doing. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— I  think  the  Standing  Order 
to  which  the  honorable  member  has  referred 
eorrobormtes  the  Tiew  I  suggested — that  a  time 
riundd  be  fixed. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Then,  Sir,  I  shall  moye  that  a 
time  be  fixed.  Before  I  conclude  my  obserra- 
tions,  I  shall  moTe  that  the  time  fixed  be  to- 
morrow at  half-past  two  o'clock.  I  only  wish  to 
make  a  few  short  remarks  on  this  subject.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  questions  that  hare  been 
nised  in  the  memoranda  submitted  to  the  House 
■re  of  a  most  important  character.  The  question 
assumes  a  far  larger  phase  than  I  imagined  it 
vooM  assume  when  I  first  brought  the  matter 
imder  the  notice  of  this  House.  It  is  now  not 
only  a  contest,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  between  the 
Qoremor  and  this  House,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  GoTemor  is  anxious  that  this  House  should 
enter  into  a  contest  with  the  Home  Qoremment. 
There  was  nothing  further  from  my  intention 
than  that  the  matter  should  be  brought  up  in 
this  manner.  I  haye  no  desire  that  there  should 
be  a  contest  between  this  House  and  the  Home 
€k>Temment ;  but  I  consider  it  my  duty  as  a 
eolonist,  and  as  the  representative  of  a  constitu- 
ency of  the  colony,  to  stand  up  in  defence  of  the 
B^t«  of  the  colonists  when  those  rights  are  being 
invaded.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  are  new  being 
inrsded,  becsnee  the  position  which  His  Excel- 
lency ta^es  up  is  this :  that  whether  he  has  or 
has  not  committed  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House  can  only  be  settled  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  I  would  like  to  know  who  he 
is!  We  hare  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
Secretary  of  State.  He  is  not  our  representatiye, 
and  he  is  not  responsible  to  us.  The  Imperial 
Parliament  haying  once  granted  to  us  a  Constitu- 
tioD,  until  that  Constitution  is  remoyed  we  haye  a 
light  to  be  goTemed  under  the  laws  we  ourselres 
make.  The  only  poaition  that  can  be  taken  up, 
the  only  oonatituUonai  poaitioUi  is  that  when  this 


Parliament — and  by  the  word  *' Parliament "  I 
mean  not  only  this  House,  but  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  himself  and  the  two  Houses — when 
they  pass  laws,  then  the  constitutional  position  is 
that  the  Queen  may  or  may  not  assent  to  them. 
It  seems  to  me  a  most  unheard-of  thing  that  this 
Parliament  and  its  privileges  are  to  be  at  the 
dictation  and  the  arbitration  of  a  Secretary  of 
State  liying  in  London.  The  thing  seems  to  me 
perfectly'  monstrous.  Tou  cannot  say  that  you 
have  a  Parliament  at  all  if  it  is  to  be  said  for  one 
moment  that  this  sort  of  thing  is  to  be  per- 
mitted. Then  another  large  question  is  raised  in 
these  memoranda,  and  it  is  this 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  only  giving  notice.  The  time  for 
making  any  remarks  is  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber bnngs  forward  his  motion.  He  is  only  now 
intimating  that  ho  will  do  so— that  a  certain 
time  should  be  fixed  for  considering  this  matter. 
I  would  point  out  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  it  would  be  more  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  this  House  if  he  would  defer  making 
any  remarks  on  this  question  until  he  brings 
forward  his  motion. 

Mr.  Stout.— I  was  moyin^  that  a  certain 
time  be  fixed,  and  not  merely  giving  notice.  Of 
course  I  might  moye  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  up  to-night  if  the  House  requires  it.  I 
shall  not  debate  the  matter,  as  you  haye  hinted 
that  I  should  not.  I  wiU  only  mention  another 
aspect,  and  I  do  so  now  for  this  reason,  and  not 
with  the  intention  of  debating  it:  that,  when 
the  message  comes  to  be  considered,  honorable 
members,  I  hope,  of  all  shades  of  political  feeling 
in  this  House,  will  see  the  importance  of  the 
matter  that  they  are  discussing.  The  other 
point  I  will  mention — I  will  not  comment  unon 
it  —  is  that  it  seems  to  me  the  Gt)yemor  nas 
assumed  a  position  which  is  at  yariance  with 
constitutional  goyemment  —  namely,  that  the 
Ministry's  sole  duty  is  to  support  his  yiews; 
and  what  the  Parliament's  yiews  may  be  seems 
to  be  of  little  importance.  As  you  haye  decided 
that  I  should  not  debate  the  matter  further,  and 
as  I  always  desire  to  bow  to  your  ruling— not  like 
some  other  honorable  members — I  shall  m7  no 
more  on  the  subject,  but  simply  moye  now.  That 
the  message  and  the  memoranda  from  His  Ex- 
cellency be  printed  and  taken  into  consideration 
to-morrow  at  half -past  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  think  we  shall  scarcely 
be  able  to  consider  this  matter  to-morrow.  The 
papers  will  hardly  be  printed  to-morrow.  I 
would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
to  take  the  discussion  on  Monday.  I  would 
moye.  That  the  word  '*  Monday  "  be  substituted. 

Mr.  REES.— I  trust  the  UoUse  will  consider 
it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  amendment  has  not  been 
put. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not  wish  to  press  it. 

Mr.  BRANDON.— The  question  in  dispute  is 
not  one  between  the  Goyemor  and  this  House. 
It  is  a  question  relating  to  the  position  of  Minis- 
ters towards  the  Goyemor;  and  it  is  impoaaible 
to  consider  the  matter  properly  within  the  short 
time  the  papers  will  be  in  our  hands. 
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Mr.  BARFF. — ^The  question  is  one  that  should 
be  considered  at  once,  or  to-morrow.  I  may 
state  that  the  Standing  Orders  and  the  practice 
of  the  House  of  Commons  distinctly  point  out 
that  a  matter  of  privilege,  which  is  also  a  matter 
of  urgency,  may  be  taken  into  consideration  forth* 
with.  Without  any  notice  of  motion  it  would 
be  competent  for  any  honorable  member  of  this 
House  to  ask  that  a  matter  of  privilege  should 
be  thus  dealt  with.  I  would  uke  to  ask  any 
of  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  object  to  this 
being  considered  a  matter  of  urgency,  whether 
they  are  prepared  to  deny  that,  at  any  parti- 
cular time  between  now  and,  say,  Tuesday — in 
all  probability,  before  a  result  was  come  to  by 
the  Committee,  Tuesday  evening  mighj)  arrive — I 
would  ask  honorable  members  who  differ  from 
me  whether  the  mail  steamer  might  no^  leave 
New  Zealand,  carrying  with  it  the  despatches  of 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  taking  Home 
with  it  no  replv  from  this  House.  We  are  drawing 
towards  the  close  of  the  session,  and  it  is  our 
bounden  duty  to  vindicate  the  course  we  have 
adopted  by  a  very  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  House.  It  is  our  bounden  duty  to  allow 
both  sides  of  the  question  to  be  heard.  I  altogether 
decline  to  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  see  His 
Excellency's  despatches  sent  Home  without  our 
reasons  being  ffiven  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  TRA  VERS.— I  understood  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Avon  was  about  to  move,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  question  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  Monday  instead  of  to- 
morrow, and  I  think  that  it  would  be  well  to 
adopt  that  course.  I  do  not  look  upon  these 
memoranda  of  His  Excellencv's  as  in  any  degree 
]^acing  himself  in  antagonism  to  this  House. 
He  has  simply  said  that  if  ho  has  been  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  it  has 
been  through  inadvertence  and  unintentionally ; 
and  he  says,  moreover,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  his 
Ministers  in  this  House  to  defend  him,  if  neces- 
sary, upon  the  consideration  of  a  question  of  this 
kind.  If,  however,  his  Ministers  say  that  it  is  no 
part  of  their  duty  to  defend  the  Governor,  we 
can  clearly  understand  the  position  of  the  matter. 
If  Ministers,  or  any  one  of  them,  now  get  up  and 
say  that  they  do  not  intend  to  undertake  the 
defence  of  His  Excellency,  or  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion  in  the  capacity  of  His  Excellency's 
Advisers,  we  can  understand  the  position ;  but,  if 
we  are  invited  to  enter  into  a  conflict  with  His 
Excellency  by  appointing  a  Committee  to  send  a 
further  expression  of  opinion  to  him,  we  should 
be  discnssinff  in  Committee,  not  whether  or  not 
a  breach  of  privilege  has  been  committed  or 
whether  we  snould  take  some  further  measure 
to  bring  His  Excellency  on  his  knees  to  explain 
hit  conduct,  but  whether  His  Excellency  has 
taken  that  course  which  he  is  justified  in  taking 
with  regard  to  his  Constitutional  Advisers,  and 
whether  they  stand  in  the  position  in  which 
gentlemen  who  are  His  Excellency's  Advisers 
should  stand  before  the  people  of  this  colony. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  posi- 
tion which  those  gentlemen  occupy  in  reference 
to  this  question  is  noc  altogether  nice.  They 
Mr,  Brandon 


have  a  manifest  and  plain  duty  to  perform 
as  regards  His  Excellency.  They  are  his  Ad- 
visers, and,  as  His  Excellency  says,  they  are 
quite  as  responsible  as  he  is  ibr  what  has  ap- 
peared on  the  table  of  this  House  as  emanating 
from  His  Excellency.  If  His  Excellency  did 
consent  to  lay  on  the  table  of  this  House  the 
memoranda  in  which,  through  inadvertence, 
there  was  language  which  this  House  has  pro- 
perly conceived  to  be  a  breach  of  ita  privileges, 
the  other  party  to  those  memoranda  is  equally 
responsible  to  this  House  ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  Ministers,  in  laying  those  memoranda 
on  the  table,  were  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the 
House.  That  is  the  opinion  which  I  have  held 
upon  the  subject  from  the  commencement,  and 
which  I  have  expressed  upon  every  possible  occa- 
sion except  in  my  place  in  this  House.  I  now 
say  that  I  consider  the  position  which  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches  occupy 
in  that  respect  is  quite  as  disrespectful  to  thia 
House  as,  if  not  more  so  than,  that  which  Hia 
Excellency  the  Governor,  through  pure  inad- 
vertence, has  happened  to  occupy.  (Oh,  oh !) 
No  doubt  honorable  members  may  groan.  It  is 
probably  difficult  for  some  intelligences  to  detect 
the  nice  distinction  between  that  which  is  due 
and  that  which  is  not  due  as  between  gentle- 
man and  gentleman  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
But,  Sir,  there  are  plenty  of  honorable  members 
in  this  House  who  do  know  the  difference  be- 
tween that  which  is  due  and  that  which  is  not 
due  as  between  gentleman  and  ^ntleman  on  such 
occasions.  I  can  quite  appreciate  the  spirit  in 
which  that  groan  is  given.  It  is  the  spirit  in 
which  the  whole  proceedings  on  one  side  of  thia 
House — ^not  the  side  on  which  I  am  speaking — 
have  been  conducted :  it  is  the  side  of  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  occupy  the  Treasury  benches. 
I  say  that  a  more  transparent  and  patent  trap 
was  never  laid  to  catch  a  gentleman  occupying 
the  position  which  His  Excellency  occupies  in 
this  oolpny;  and  I  now  again  assert,  as  1  have 
said  to  many  honorable  members,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Ministers,  when  they  received  the  mes- 
sage of  His  Excellency  whicn  contained  matter 
that  gave  occasion  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  to  treat  His  Excel- 
lency's message  as  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
this  House — I  say,  if  they  had  been  actuated 
by  that  honest  feeling  which  Ministers  ought  to 
possess  towards  the  eentleman  they  are  advising, 
they  should  at  once  have  pointed  out  to  him  that 
his  language  might  be  deemed  to  contain  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  and  that 
in  all  probability  that  language,  might  lead  to 
some  collision  between  His  Excdlency  and  Par- 
liament. But  there  is  nothing  more  common  in 
the  course  of  party  politics  than  that  which  is  so 
common  in  one  species  of  hunting — namely,  the 
dragging  of  a  red-nerring  across  the  trail.  They 
were  trying  to  drag  this  across  the  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  by  bringing  His  Excellency  into 
collision  with  the  House.  The  result  has  been  to 
bring  about  a  thoroughly  contemptible  condition 
of  things  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  occupy 
the  Treasury  benches — a  position  contemptible. 
Sir,  and  from  which— (Order,  order) 
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Kr.  WAKEFIELD.— Sir,  I  hare  three  times 
attempted  to  make  m j  Toice  heard,  but  hare  been 
imable  to  do  so.  The  point  of  order  I  meant  to 
raise  is  whether  the  honorable  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  ose  the  word  *'  contemptible  "  in  regard 
to  an  J  honorable  members  of  the  House.  (Oh, 
oh!)  When  honorable  members  hare  the  de- 
eencj  to  be  quiet,  so  that  I  can  be  heard,  I  shall 
oontinoe  to  put  mj  question.  The  point  of  order 
on  which  I  desire  jour  ruling,  Sir,  is  whether 
the  honorable  member,  after  liurling  all  sorts  of 
accusations  against  the  honorable  gentlemen  on 
the  QoTemment  benches,  which  accusations  were 

auite  irrelcTant  to  the  question,  is  entitled  to  use 
be  word  "  contemptible  *'  towards  them.  I  ask 
jour  ruling.  Sir,  because  no  doubt  upon  that 
ruling  will  rery  much  depend  the  tone  of  the 
debate  that  must  follow. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  some  of  the  terms 
used  by  the  honorable  member  were  very  strong, 
but  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  they  are 
unparliamentary.  It  is,  however,  very  difficult  to 
decide  absolutely,  because  the  some  terms  and 
expressions  when  used  in  one  tone  of  voice  convey 
a  rery  different  impression  from  what  they  would 
do  if  uttered  in  a  different  manner.  Such  ex* 
preesions  can  only  lead  to  recrimination,  and  my 
advice  to  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be  not 
to  use  such  strong  expressions. 

Mr.  BABFF.— Speaking  to  another  point  of 
order,  I  would  ask  wnether  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  Citr  is  justified  in  calling  himself 
a  red-herring,  and  saying  that  he  was  dragged 
)  the  scent. 


Mr.  TRAVEB8.  — I  am  justified  in  callinff 
myself  what  I  like ;  but  I  do  not  know  what  I 
should  call  the  honorable  gentleman  if  I  spoke 
my  mind.  Sir,  I  regret  that  I  should  have  used 
any  language  which  was  calculated  to  draw  from 
Tou  even  a  suggestion  of  reproof :  such  a  thing' 
u  far  from  my  desire.  I  did  not  apply  the  term 
to  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
benches.  I  spoke  of  the  position  which  this 
matter  has  assumed  in  the  House.  I  vrill,  how- 
ever, withdraw  the  term,  and  use  "  unfortunate.'' 
I  say  the  position  is  unfortunate,  and  was  an 
unfortunate  one  as  between  Ministers  and  the 
Governor,  and  it  was  an  imfortunate  position  from 
which  they  should  remember  they  were  to  a 
large  extent  lifted  by  the  action  of  this  side  of 
the  House.  I  myself,  looking  upon  the  passage 
in  His  Excellency's  message  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  the  House  as  a  breach  of 
its  pririleges,  willingly  took  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  matter,  moved  for  a  Ck)mmittee  to  con- 
nder  it,  took  part  in  the  discussions  of  that 
CcHnmitlee,  and  brought  up  a  report.  The 
speech  which  I  addressed  to  the  House  in  moving 
the  adoption  of  that  report  was  characterized  by 
proper  and  temperate  language ;  and  the  House, 
by  a  large  majority,  concurred  in.  the  report. 
The  course  which  was  then  taken  was  calculated 
to  sare  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  occupy  the 
Treasury  benches  a  considerable  amount  of  em- 
barrassment ;  but  they  did  not  take  advantage  of 
the  position  in  which  they  were  placed  by  that 
courte.     There  were  three  courses  open  to  them, 


one  of  which  they  took,  which  they  should  not 
have  taken. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — I  would  ask  your  ruling.  Sir, 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  open- 
ing up  the  whole  debate.  I  should  like  that  to 
be  thoroughly  understood,  for,  if  the  honorable 
member  is  allowed  to  proioeed,  I,  for  one,  must 
consider  that  the  question  is  fully  before  the 
House,  and  can  be  discussed  from  first  to  last. 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  appeal  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin  to  lulow  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  to  finish  his  remarks,  as  I 
shall  then  be  entitled  to  reply  to  him. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— I  have  not  raised  the  ques- 
tion.    (Oh,  oh !) 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — A  very'large  question  has  no 
doubt  been  raised,  but  I  put  it  to  the  honorable 
member,  whether  it  is  wise  to  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  it  now.  It  is  not,  however,  for  me  to 
stop  him — that  is  a  matter  for  his  own  judgment ; 
but,  so  far  as  his  being  in  order  is  concerned,  he 
is  so.  At  the  same  time,  the  remarks  whidi  I 
ventured  to  make  to  the  honorable  member  who 
moved  the  motion  are,  I  think,  applicable  to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  and  I  hope  will  be  borne  in 
mind  by  honorable  members  who  may  enter  into 
the  debate.  If  the  House  enters  into  a  debate 
now  on  a  question  that  it  is  proposed  to  discuss 
to-morrow,  we  shall  have  two  debates,  and  there 
will  be  a  waste  of  the  public  time. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— I  do  not  want  to  waste  the 
public  time,  Sir.  I  have  not  been  discussing 
the  question  proposed  to  be  discussed  to-morrow 
— namely,  the  further  course  this  House  should 
take  with  reference  to  the  question  of  the  breach 
of  its  privileges.  I  was  not  discussing  the  quee- 
tion  01  privilege  at  all.  I  consider  it  was  closed 
by  the  correspondence  of  His  Excellency,  in 
which  ho  has  stated  that,  if  he  has  committed 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  he  has 
done  so  inadvertently.  The  question  which  I 
understand  His  Excellency  intends  to  refer  Home 
is  not  merely  a  question  of  pririlege,  but  the 
question  of  the  constitutional  relations  between 
himself  and  his  Constitutional  Advisers.  His 
Excellency's  message  is  as  follows : — 

"The  Governor  regrets  that  he  is  unable  to 
give  a  definite  reply  to  the  address  presented  to 
him  by  the  House  of  Representatives  announcing 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  report  of  a 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  search  for  pre- 
cedents and  to  report  to  the  House  in  relation 
to  the  question  of  privilege  raised  by  Mr.  Stout, 
*  That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the  Gbvemor, 
in  noticing  a  matter  in  agitation  or  debate  in  the 
House  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to  accede  to  adrice 
tendered  by  his  Ministers,  was  an  infringement 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House,'  because,  in  the 
course  of  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  himself  and  the  Government,  which  cor- 
respondence he  now  presents  to  Parliament,  a 
question  of  constitutional  law  has  arisen,  which 
the  Governor  considers  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
should  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  before  he  can 
take  upon  himself  to  accept  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives." 

The  Governor  is  not  going  to  refer  the  question 
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of  the  breach  of  priWlege  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  He  ia  going  to  refer  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  qaestion  of  constitutional  law  which 
has  arisen  between  himself  and  his  Adyisers. 
Honorable  members  may  say  "No,  no,"  but  I 
accept  unreservedly  the  statement  His  Excellency 
makes  in  his  messap^e  to  this  House,  and  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  think  this  House  is  prepared,  when 
His  Excellency  makes  a  statement  of  that  kind, 
to  receive  the  denial  of  any  honorable  members  of 
this  House  on  that  point.  His  Excellency  has 
stated  what  he  proposes  to  do.  He  says,  "  The 
G-overnor  begs  to  assure  the  House  that  be  does 
this  out  of  no  disrespect  to  their  decision,  but 
simply  in  defence  of  what  he  believes  to  be  a 
most  important  constitutional  principle."  He  is 
not  referring  to  the  question  of  privilege  as 
between  himself  and  this  House ;  he  is  referring 
solely  to  the  question  whether  or  not  his  Minis- 
ters, sitting  in  this  House,  are  or  are  not  obliged 
to  take  one  of  two  courses  —  either  to  resign, 
because  his  Excellency  declines  to  accept  their 
advice,  or  to  take  upon  themselves  the  duty  of 
defending  His  Excellency  in  this  House,  he  hav- 
ing no  other  representative  here.  That  is  the 
question  that  he  is  about  to  refer  to  the  Secretary 
of  State.  A  careful  consideration  of  the  corre- 
spondence will  show  that  His  Excellency,  before 
gving  a  definite  answer  to  the  resolution  of  this 
ouse,  wishes  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  upon  an  important  constitutional 
question.  I  was  not  in  any  degree  discussing  the 
question  of  privilege,  and  I  conceive  that  a  pro- 
position to  refer  this  message  to  the  Committee 
which  formerly  decided  the  question  of  privilege 
is  in  no  degree  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  I 
will  go  no  further  with  my  remarks.  I  will  con- 
clude by  proposing,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City,  That  the  consideration  of  His  Excellency's 
message  be  taken  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  p.m. 
on  Monday. 

Mr.  REES.— I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  the  main  subject  itself;  but  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  has  absolutely  misstated 
the  meaning  of  His  Excellency's  message.  The 
meaning  is  not  what  he  states  it  to  be.  It  is  a 
message  which  passes  by  His  Excellency's  Con- 
stitutional Advisers  altogether.  It  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  them.  It  is  a  distinct  refer- 
ence to  this  House,  and  to  nobody  else.  It  says 
this  :— 

"The  Governor  regrets  that  he  is  unable  to 
ffive  a  definite  reply  to  the  address  presented  to 
him  by  the  House  of  Representatives  announcing 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  report  of  a 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  search  for  pre- 
cedents and  to  report  to  the  House  in  relation 
to  the  question  of  privilege  raised  by  Mr.  Stout, 
'  That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the  G-ovemor, 
in  noticing  a  matter  in  agitation  or  debate  in  the 
House  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to  accede  to  advice 
tendered  by  his  Ministers,  was  an  infringement 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House,'  because,  in  the 
course  of  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  himself  and  the  Government,  which  cor- 
respondence he  now  presents  to  Parliament,  a 
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question  of  constitutional  law  has  arisen,  which 
tne  Gt)verDor  considers  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
should  be  submitted  for  f he  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  before  he  can 
take  iipon  himself  to  accept  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives." 

That  has  nothing  whatever  to  do,  even  in  a 
remote  degree,  with  the  relations  between  the 
Governor  and  his  Ministers.  It  is  a  question 
between  the  Governor,  as  representing  the 
Crown,  and  this  House,  as  representing  the 
people.  The  Governor  distinctly  says — and  I 
wonder  how  any  honorable  gentleman  could  at- 
tempt to  put  any  other  construction  upon  the 
woros — he  distinctly  says  that  he  is  unable  to 
give^an  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
until  he  has  referred  the  matter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State — that  his  Constitutional  Advisers  have 
nothing  to  do  with  that.  I  suppose  we  can 
only  attribute  the  honorable  gentleman's  action 
to-night  to  the  cause,  whatever  it  may  be,  which 
makes  him  state  one  thing  to-day  and  a  totally 
difierent  thing  to-morrow.  There  is  hardly-  a 
debate  which  takes  place,  hardly  a  week  passei 
by,  in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  does  not 
blow  fiery-hot  to-day  and  icy-cold  to-morrow. 
Why,  Sir,  upon  this  very  question  the  honorable 
gentleman  stated  in  the  Committee  exactly  the 
opposite  of  what  he  has  stated  to-night. 

Mr.  SPEAEIER.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
not  in  order  in  referring  to  what  took  place  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  REES. — It  was  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  moved  in  this  House  for  the  appointment  of 
the  Committee.  It  was  he  who  selected  the 
members,  being  one  himself.  He  was  the  person 
who  brought  up  the  report.  He  was  the  person 
who  moved  that  the  address  shoufd  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency.  Why,  then,  does  he  now  say 
that  this  is  a  matter  between  His  Excellency  and 
his  Ministers?  He  moved  that  the  question 
should  be  referred  to  His  Excellency  for  his 
answer;  and,  now  that  the  G-ovemor  says,  "I 
will  not  receive  your  address ;  I  will  refer  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,"  the  honorable  gentleman 
says  it  is  a  deliberate  trap  laid  for  His  Excellency 
the  Governor.  Did  he  say  that  when  he  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  report?  Not  at  all.  He 
said  an  offence  was  committed  when  His  Excel- 
lency took  notice  of  matters  in  agitation  and  de- 
bate. Then  !he  honorable  eentleman  was  ri^t ; 
now  he  is  wrong.  He  is  like  a  person  who  is 
ready  to  put  a  thing  up  with  his  right  hand 
and  knock  it  down  with  his  left;  Sir,  it  has 
been  pointed  out  by  aU  historical  writers  of 
modern  times — men  like  Mr.  Goldwin  Smith, 
and  others  of  equally  high  standing  —  that 
there  are  always  to  be  found  connected  with 
colonial  institutions,  especially  atound  Gk)vem- 
ment  House,  a  class  of  persons  who  will  never 
see  anything  except  with  the  eyes  of  officialism ; 
that,  either  through  some  courtesy  shown  to 
them  or  some  favouritbm — whether  a  thing 
proposed  to  be  done  is  right  or  wrong  is  a 
matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  them — they  are 
always  prepared  to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of 
Royalty  as  against  the  rights  of  the  people.  We 
could  not  have  had  a  better  illustration  of  that 
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than  wo  liaro  bad  to-night.  When  the  matter 
was  fresh,  when  the  hoporable  gentleman  ap> 
pealed  to  the  more  ingenuous  portion  of  his  na- 
ture, he  stated  that  the  question  was  one  entirely 
between  this  House  and  the  Governor  j  but  now 
the  old  feeling  has  come  back  upon  him  he  abso- 
lutelj  speaks  of  the  position  of  Ministers  as  con- 
temptible because  they  take  up  the  position  he 
took  up  two  days  ago. 

Mr.  TKAVER8.— I  stated  that  the  very  first 
resolution  submitted  to  the  Committee,  which 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Stout,  was  to  this  effect: 
"  That  this  Committee  do  not  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  proceed  to  investigate  the  fitness  or  un- 
fitness of  Mr.  Wilson,  nor  as  to  any  difference  of 
(pinion  between  His  Excellency  and  his  Ministers 
not  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House."  That 
was  carried. 

Mr.  BEES. — And  in  the  Committee  a  proposal 
was  made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
that  the  question  should  be  opened  up  again,  so 
that  Ministers  might  be  censured.  Mr.  Stout 
also  proposed  that  it  should  be  opened  up  again, 
in  order  that  Ministers  should  be  censured,  if 
necessary;  and  the  honorable  gentleman  voted 
•gainst  it.  Yet  he  comes  down  here,  and  in  a 
simulated  tone  of  indignation 

Mr.  TBAVEES.— It  was  not  in  the  order  of 
reference. 

Mr.  REE3.— I  should  like  to  know  whether  it 
was  in  the  order  of  reference  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  take  up  one  position  one  day 
and  come  down  the  next  day  and  take  up  another. 
Why,  Sir,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his 
"affinities"  had  the  best  reputations  ever  pos- 
■essed  by  political  men  their  conduct  during  the 
past  fortnight  would  have  torn  those  reputations 
to  tatters.  Nobody  need  ever  be  surprised  at 
the  position  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
t^es  up  at  any  time,  because  we  can  never  tell 
when  his  language  has  got  the  bit  in  its  teeth, 
as  it  were,  and  his  words  are  running  away 
with  him.  The  honorable  member  forgets  the 
words  he  uses,  and  it  is  not  at  all  surprising, 
therefore,  that  he  should  take  up  one  position 
to-dsy  and  another  to-morrow.  Sir,  the  meaning 
of  the  Gk>vernor*s  message  is  distinct  and  clear. 
I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
the  constitutional  question,  but  I  may  say  that  I 
warned  those  honorable  members  of  this  House 
who  were  members  of  the  Committee  that,  if  they 
earned  a  certain  resolution  which  they  wished  to 
cany,  the  result  would  be  that  they  would  set  in 
motion  principles  and  actions  which  they  would 
not  be  able  to  stay,  and  that  they  would  be  light- 
ing a  fire  which  would  consume  things  they  did 
not  know  of.  I  think  we  ought  to  consider  this 
matter  at  once.  The  message  means  that  the 
Oovemor  considers  it  his  duty  to  lay  his  hand  on 
the  privileges  of  this  House,  and  that  he  will 
only  regard  the  privileges  and  liberties  of  this 
House  as  they  are  laid  down  to  him  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Sir,  if  that  principle  be  admitted 
we  may  as  well  tear  the  Constitution  Act  to 
pieces  and  scatter  it  to  the  winds.  If  we  are  to 
be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Secretary  of  State  we  have 
no  Constitution  whatever. 

Mr.   BBANDON.— I   should   like   to   know 
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whether  the  honorable  member  is  not  travelling 
outside  the  question. 

Sir  Q.  GREY. — Rising  to  a  point  of  order,  Sir, 
I  may  say  that  I  hardly  understand  the  question 
raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Welling- 
ton Country  District.  Most  serious  accusations 
have  been  made  against  myself  and  my  colleagues, 
and,  as  the  whole  question  was  discussed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Travers),  I  apprehend  that  honorable  gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House  should  be  allowed  some 
latitude. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
debate  is  drifting  into  the  state  of  which  I 
warned  the  House. 

Mr.  REES.— I  would  not  have  spoken  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  intemperate  language  used 
and  the  gross  accusations  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellington  City  against  Ministers 
and  their  followers  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  should  have  thought  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellington  Country  District  would 
have  seen  the  drift  of  my  arguments.  I  was 
urging  that  this  matter  should  be  considered  at 
once,  irrespective  of  party  feeling.  There  ought 
to  be  but  one  party  in  relation  to  any  question  of 
this  sort.  All  differences  ought  to  be  sunk  here. 
On  such  an  occasion  as  this  we  ought  to  stand 
upon  one  common  platform,  and  calmly  consider 
what  our  duty  is  in  relation  to  the  people.  I 
believe  this  is  about  the  greatest  question  .that 
has  ever  come  before  any  Colonial  Parliament. 
We  are  now  set  face  to  face  with  the  question 
whether  we  are  to  be  gOTcrned  by  the  Consti- 
tution which  the  Imperial  Parliament  gave  us, 
or  whether  we  are  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  any 
Secretary  of  State  who  may  be  temporarily  in 
office  at  Home.  This  is  a  question  which  concerns 
the  people  to  the  greatest  possible  extent.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  has  re- 
ferred to  this  as  the  most  deliberate  trap  that 
ever  was  set.  Where  is  the  trap  ?  If  there  is 
any  trap  the  honorable  gentleman  himself  set 
it.  I  shall  not  at  present  enter  into  any  com- 
parison as  to  the  respective  merits  of  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  Government.  The  question  must 
divide  itself  into  two  parts — first,  the  constitu- 
tional position  of  the  representative  of  Royaltv 
and  his  sworn  Advisers ;  and,  secondly,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Governor  as  the  representative  of 
the  Queen  and  this  House ;  and  I  think  it  will 
well  become  the  House,  after  giving  the  matter 
fiiU  consideration,  to  finally  determine  those 
questions.  I  think  the  correspondence  which 
has  been  read  could  be  printed  by  to-morrow 
morning,  and  when  the  House  next  meets  we 
should  be  in  a  position  to  discuss  the  whole 
question.  I  urge  upon  this  House,  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  country,  in  the 
interests  of  Ministers,  and  in  the  interests  even 
of  His  Excellency  himself,  that  it  is  its  duty  to 
consider  this  question  carefully  and  well.  We 
should  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  all  the 
precedents  we  can  get,  and  then  give  a  fair  and 
unbiassed  decision.  I  ask  the  House  for  once  to 
cast  aside  all  party  feelings  and  ties,  and  to  do  its 
duty  properly  to  the  people  it  represents. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.  — It  seems  rather  singular 
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that  we  Bbould  be  asking  for  time  to  consider  thia 

?ae8tion  and  at  the  same  time  be  prejudging  it. 
t  appears  that  we  are  castiffatinff  the  Governor 
first  and  trying  him  i^^rwards.  I  do  not  under- 
stand, from  the  oorrespondence,  that  the  Gho- 
vernor  proposes  to  reter  the  question  of  the 
breach  of  privilege  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
All  I  understand  His  Excellency  to  say  is  that, 
as  the  House  has  brought  him  directly  to  account 
for  an  alleged  breach  of  privilege,  and  as  he 
has  consequently  been  placed  in  a  rather  pecu- 
liar constitutional  position,  he  wishes  to  get  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  before  he  gives 
a  definite  reply  to  the  message  which  he  re- 
ceived from  this  House.  That  is  an  altogether 
different  thing  from  remitting  the  question  of 
breach  of  privilege  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  think  the  Governor  is  right  in  holding  the 
opinion  that,  if  he  refuses  to  act  on  the  advice 
of  his  Ministers,  and  if  they  do  not  resign  in 
consequence,  they  must  accept  his  actions.  I 
believe  that  a  Ministry  who  allow  the  Governor 
to  refuse  to  take  thoir  advice  without  tendering 
their  resignations,  place  themselves  even  in  the 
position  of  having  to  defend  his  actions.  Other- 
wise we  should  have  two  parties  to  contend 
points  with,  because  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences might  arise  through  the  most  trivial 
action  of  the  Governor,  when  he  had  acted  with- 
out taking  the  advice  of  his  Ministers.  Thete- 
fore  we  should,  in  such  a  case,  have  two  parties 
responsible  to  us—  ^he  Ministry  and  the  Go- 
vernor. Minister^  oiust  defend  the  action  of  the 
Governor,  but  they  have  always  the  right  to 
resign  and  refuse  to  advise  the  Governor  anv 
longer.  If  they  resigned,  the  House  would  ask 
why  they  had  done  so;  and  they  would  reply 
that  it  was  because  the  Governor  had  ref  usecf  to 
take  their  adrice.  After  they  had  resij^ned  the 
Gt)vernor  must  yield  the  point  originally  in  dis- 
pute, or  get  a  Ministry  which  would  justify  his 
action.  1  shall  not  now  enter  into  the  question  of 
breach  of  privilege,  or  of  the  position  of  Ministers 
with  regani  to  the  Gx>vemor.  I  think  we  should 
be  better  able  to  discuss  the  question  to-morrow. 
I  say  this  because  we  have  been  told  that  the 
Government  do  not  wish  to  go  on  with  Govern- 
ment business  to-morrow,  and  it  was  for  that 
reason  that  I  voted  for  the  adjournment  over 
to-morrow.  I  understand  that  in  all  probability 
they  will  not  be  able  to  go  on  with  their  business 
until  Monday  next.  Of  course  honorable  gentle- 
men who  are  attacked  have  a  perfect  right  to 
defend  themselves,  but  I  hope  that  the  discussion 
will  not  be  carried  on  further  until  we  have  the 
printed  correspondence  in  our  hands.  We  may 
then  discuss  the  matter  with  calmness,  and  we 
shall  then  be  better  able  to  do  justice  to  all 
parties. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS. —  I  think  that  even  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  will  admit, 
if  he  looks  calmly  at  the  matter,  that  it  would 
be  better  to  take  this  question  into  consideration 
to-morrow,  if  it  should  be  taken  at  all.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  any  delay.  The  papers  can 
be  printed  to-night  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
honorable  members  early  to-morrow,  so  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  reading  over  the 
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whole  of  the  correspondence,  and  can  come  down 
to  the  House  at  half-{>ast  two  o'clock  prepared 
to  consider  the  question.  The  matter  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment,  out  of  courtesy  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor.  Then  there  is  another 
reason.  As  I  understood  from  the  correspon- 
dence, His  Excellency  invited  the  House,  or 
the  Ministry,  I  am  not  sure  which,  to  offer 
any  remarks  they  pleased,  so  that  they  might 
be  forwarded  along  with  his  own  despatch  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  If  the  House  is  to  deal 
with  the  matter  at  all,  it  is  well  that  its  opinion 
should  be  given  to  His  Excellency  at  the  earliest 
possible  date.  The  San  Francisco  mail  will  be 
leaving  in  a  few  days,  and,  if  the  considera- 
tion 0?  the  question  is  delayed  until  Monday,  it 
will  be  Tuesday  before  the  Committee  can  sit, 
and  perhaps  Wednesday  or  even  Thursday  be- 
fore the  Committee's  report  can  be  brought  up. 
I  think  that  there  has  been  a  great  deal  too 
much  made  of  the  question.  A  great  part  of 
the  session  has  been  taken  up  with  questions  of 
privilege,  disqualification,  and  votes  of  want  of 
confidence.  There  lias  been  a  large  amount  of 
time  wasted  ;  and  most  of  these  questions  that 
have  been  brought  before  the  House  have  been 
brought  forward  too  hastily — ^the  time  has  been 
inopportune  at  which  to  discuss  them,  even  if  it 
were  necessary  to  bring  them  forward  at  alL  ^  I 
was  going  to  say  that  I  feel  astonished  at  tlie 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City ;  but  I  ought  not  to  be  astonished  at  any 
remarks  made  by  him.  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
knowing  the  honorable  gentleman  for  a  consider- 
able number  of  years,  and  I  have  always  found 
that  what  he  states  to-day  is  very  likdy  to  bo 
reversed  to-morrow.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  honorable  member  is  not  more  stable  than  he 
is.  I  trust  it  is  only  a  little  ebullition  of  temper 
that  he  has  given  way  to  on  the  present  occasion* 
and  that  to-morrow  he  will  consider  the  matter 
calmly  and  coolly,  and  give  every  assistance — ^not 
as  a  party  man,  because  it  should  not  be  a  party 
question — to  bring  the  House  out  of  the  Borape 
which  I  believe  it  is  in. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  do  not  propose  now  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  these  important  ques- 
tions, because  I  think  they  require  very  careful 
consideration.  It  is  quite  true  that  there  are  two 
questions  raieed,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  see  the 
bearing  of  each  question  at  present,  having  only 
just  heard  the  correspondence  read ;  and,  for  my 
part,  I  altogether  object  to  go  into  the  matter 
too  liaslily.  I  desire  that  we  should  have  the 
papers  before  us  and  have  time  to  give  proper 
consideration  to  them.  After  these  papers  are 
printed  they  will  probablv  be  placed  in  our 
hands  as  we  come  into  the  House  to-morrow, 
and  I  ask  whether  or  not  we  shall  have  sufficient 
time  to  give  them  that  consideration  which  they 
appear  to  mo  to  deserve.  The  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  impressed  upon  us  that 
these  were  very  important  questions,  that  they 
should  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  this 
House,  and  not  a  party  consideration  ;  but  then 
he  went  on  to  hurry  us,  and  proposed  that  we 
should  proceed  with  the  discussion  to-morrow^ 
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before  we  hmre  had  sniBoieiit  time  to  consider  the 
eorrespondenoe.  I  think  that  is  rather  incon- 
sisteDt.  If  the  matter  is  so  important  that  we 
tbonld  consider  these  papers  properlj,  and  giro 
careful  consideration  to  them,  I  think  he  was 
wrong  in  pressing  os  to  deal  with  it  so  hastily 
as  to  take  it  to-morrow.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  amendment  of  the  honorahle  member  for 
Wellington  Citj  will  be  accepted.  I  have  onlj 
one  word  to  say  to  mj  honorable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers.  He  is  the  last  man  who 
shoold  talk  about  changes  of  opinion.  He  sits 
there  as  the  most  notable  example  of  a  roan  who 
can  diange  his  opinion,  and  I  think  he  is  fairlj 
entit]ed---adopting  a  word  which  has  been  used 
in  this  House  as  a  proper  mode  of  expression — 
to  be  called  one  of  the  principal  apostates.  I  do 
not  wish  to  discuss  this  matter  at  any  length  now, 
but  I  aek  the  House  quietly  and  calmly  to  let  the 
matter  stand  orer  until  Monday  afternoon,  at 
half-past  seren  o'clock.  We  can  get  the  papers 
pintbed  to-morrow,  and  shall  ha?e  them  in  our 
hands  a  sufilcient  time  to  enable  us  to  consider 
them  as  th^r  deserre. 

Mr.  8HEEHAN.— The  honorable  eentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  called  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  the  principal  apostate. 
I  rather  liken  him  to  a  certain  person  who,  going 
down  to  Jerusalem,  fell  among  thieres.  He  was 
amongst  them  for  several  years,  until  the  Goyem- 
ment  took  him  ip  hand  and  bound  up  his  wounds. 
I  will  propose  a  solution  of  this  difficulty  which, 
perhaps,  will  haTO  the  consent  of  the  House — 
namely,  that  we  adjourn  the  House  till  half-|)ast 
seren  o'clock  to-morrow  erening,  by  which  time 
sll  the  papers  will  bs  in  print.  My  honorable 
friend  opposite  shakes  his  head.  It  is  our  mis- 
fortune to  have  a  hunn^  Opposition— a  famish- 
ing Opposition.  The  Indian  famine  is  not  "a 
eireamstance "  to  it.  There  ought  to  be  a  sub- 
■eripiion  started  in  the  House  for  them.  If 
something  of  that  kind  is  not  done  they  will  be 
fismtshing  by  the  political  road'side.  I  shall 
make  the  proposal  I  hare  indicated  presently; 
but  in  the  meantime  I  desire  to  refer  to  what 
has  taken  place  in  the  present  debate.  Ihe 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
TVarers)  mored  in  this  matter  when  it  was  first 
brought  up ;  he  proposed  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee,  he  went  to  that  Committee,  took  part 
in  its  debates,  and,  when  the  report  was  brought 
op,  said  that,  although  he  was  not  present  when 
it  was  adopted  by  the  Committee,  yet  he  entirely 
eoDcnrred  in  it ;  and  yet  he  stands  up  to- 
night and  calls  that  report  in  question.  The 
bcmorable  gentleman's  action  reminds  me  of  a 
eerlain  momentous  occasion  about  eighteen  and  a 
half  centuries  ago,  when  the  greatest  sacrifice  the 
world  erer  saw  was  about  to  be  finished.  There 
was  an  Apostle  called  Peter,  and  he  was  Tery 
lood  in  his  protestations  of  faith,  and  was  angry 
when  be  was  told  that  he  would  deny  himself 
three  times  before  the  cock  crew.  The  honorable 
member  is  Saint  Peter.  He  will  deny  himself  ten 
tames  before  the  cock  crows  to-morrow  morning. 
Sir,  the  howHrable  gentleman  is  a  will-o'-the-wisp. 
Ton  nerer  know  when  you  haye  him.  He  is  here, 
thers^  and  erefTwhere— with  na  to-day,  with  the 


Opposition  to-morrow;  with  himself  one  day, 
with  the  man  in  the  street  the  next.  If  I  were 
to  repeat  what  one  hears  in  the  lobbies,  I  beliere 
I  should  make  tlie  honorable  gentleman  do  what 
he  has  not  done  for  the  last  twenty  years  for 
political  causes — I  should  make  him  blush.  My 
honorable  friend  told  us  that  there  are  people  in 
this  House  who  do  not  know  what  is  due  between 
gentlemen  and  gentlemen.  Who  are  the  gentle- 
men to  whom  be  refers  P  I  suppose  all  the  virtue 
is  on  the  Opposition  side,  and  I  presume  that, 
now  the  honorable  gentleman  has  made  up  his 
mind  which  way  he  will  go,  aU  the  gentility  is 
there  also.  I  do  not  happen  to  be  of  that  class 
which  calls  itself  gentlemen : 

When  Adam  delred  and  Ere  span. 
Who  was  then  the  gentleman  P 

It  is  no  assertion  of  the  kind  the  honorable  mem- 
ber referred  to  that  makes  a  man  a  gentleman. 
It  is  his  acting  straightforwardly,  sticking  to 
his  word,  standing  by  hb  party,  and  abnegat- 
ing self.  We  are  told  that  in  this  matter  we 
laid  a  palpable  and  patent  trap  for  His  Excellency 
the  GoTcmor.  To  that  stotement  I  gire,  as  far 
as  I  can  within  the  limite  of  the  Standing  Orders, 
the  most  emphatic  denial.  I  say  it  is  absolutely 
untrue.  My  honorable  friend  the  member  at 
the  head  of  the  Q-oremment  has  been  charged 
time  afker  time  with  being  anxious  to  break  up 
the  Empire,  and,  abore  ail  things,  to  promote  a 
conflict  with  the  Governor.  I  say  that  he  of  all 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet  is  the  least  to  blame 
and  the  least  responsible  for  the  advice  given  to 
the  Gbvemor  as  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  and  that  the  accusation  made  b^  the 
honorable  member  and  by  those  who  back  hmi  up 
in  making  it  is  cowardly,  unjustifiable,  and  en- 
tirely apart  from  the  facto. 

Mr.  TRAYERS.— I  suggested  that  as  the  rea- 
son. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  My  honorable  friend  be- 
longs to  the  same  profession  as  myself,  only  that 
he  appears  to  diflfer  from  me  in  this  respect,  that 
when  he  comes  to  this  House  he  forgeto  that  he 
has  not  got  a  brief.  If  I  were  in  Court,  I  would 
like  to  make  the  best  for  my  client ;  but  in  this 
House  I  cease  to  be  an  advocate  and  become  a 
judge,  and  on  all  questions  of  this  kind  forget 
party  and  do  not  allow  party  spirit  to  actuate 
me.<  The  honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  the 
honest  feelings  Ministers  ought  to  possess.  Sir, 
ought  there  to  be  no  honesty  in  the  Opposi- 
tion? Ought  there  to  be  no  honesty  in  what 
I  may  term  the  last  seven  bones  of  its  tail? 
Shoold  not  those  seven  joints  wriggle  with 
something  like  honesty  about  tliem?  I  think 
they  ought.  I  think  that  Ministers  and  their 
parly  and  the  Opposition  properly  so  called  can 
afibrd  to  stend  on  one  side  and  leave  the  honor- 
able gentleman  and  his  friends  to  defend  them- 
selves from  the  charge  of  want  of  honesty  in 
doing  their  work  in  this  House.  We  have  heard 
much  about  apostacy.  I  say,  at  once  and  frankly, 
that  if  thoso  honorable  gentlemen  had  token  up 
their  stend  when  we  met  as  a  party  some  few  days 
ago  to  elect  a  chief  in  a  room  in  this  buildiuff, 
if  they  had  lefl  that  party  at  once  and  for  ever,  X 
would  have  got  up  iu  my  place  and  attempted  to 
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justify  ibeir  doing  so,  because  tbere  bad  been, 
so  far  as  tbey  were  concerned,  a  departure  from 
the  principles  upon  which  that  party  was  formed. 
But  thev  did  not  do  fo.  They  did  not,  perhaps, 
remain  in  the  room;  but  they  came  one  by  one  to 
myself  and  others  and  repeated  their  pledges,  and 
they  said,  "No  matter  what  happens,  we  will 
support  the  party  until  the  end  of  the  session." 
My  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Totara, 
whose  moderation  I  admire,  said  to  me  and  to 
others, "  Even  if  you  put  in  six  pairs  of  old  shoes, 
I  will  vote  for  you  to  the  end  of  the  session." 
(No.)     I  will  not  quarrel  about  terms. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  never  had  any  private 
conversation  with  the  honorable  member  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — I  am  not  speaking  of  a  pri- 
vate conversation,  but  of  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  snid  to  myself  and  others.  So  far  as  I 
remember,  it  was  said  at  the  very  caucus. 
Mr.  GISBORNE— No. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Well,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man gave  his  promise  to  certain  people.  The 
honorable  member  for  Avon  gave  the  same 
promise.  (No.)  1  heard  the  honorable  gentle- 
man myself  say  so.  The  honorable  member  may 
have  made  a  reservation  the  same  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Totara  and  the  otliers. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  —  I  absolutely  dissociated 
myself  from  tlie  whole  proceeding. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  My  honorable  friend  is 
speaking  of  that  particular  day.  He  was  angry 
on  that  day,  for  certain  things  had  not  happened 
according  to  his  expectations.  On  that  evening 
he  began  to  repent.  On  tlie  following  day  he 
was  in  what  I  may  call  a  state  of  grace,  and 
distinctly  promised  that  he  would  support  the 
present  Government  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
so  long  as  they  made  no  departure  from  certain 
fixed  principles  known  to  himself.  I  am  re- 
minded of  what  took  place  not  very  long  ago  in 
the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales.  In  that 
Parliament  there  were  two  well-defined  parties, 
consisting  altogether  of  about  three  -  fourths, 
or  perhaps  four-fifths,  of  the  House.  But  there 
was  an  undescribed,  a  nondescript  party,  consist- 
ing of  some  seven  or  eight  members,  who  fought 
for  their  own  ends.  An  honorable  gentleman 
suggests  the  "  seven  devils."  Seven  devils  under 
the  circumstances  would  have  behaved  far  better. 
What  happened  in  New  South  Wales  ?  No 
matter  what  party  came  into  power,  unless  this 
nondescript  party  had  a  lorge  snare  of  what  was 
going  they  went  over  to  the  other  side  at  once, 
and  there  was  another  crisis.  W  hen  that  crisis 
was  over  and  a  new  Ministry  formed,  if  the  nonde- 
script party  had  not  again  a  very  large  share,  they 
went  over  again.  The  result  was  that  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  of  a  large  majority  of  the  House  was 
nullified  by  a  numerically  contemptible  and  insig- 
nificant part  of  the  House.  The  Governor  was 
aeked  for  a  dissolution,  and  he  agreed  to  dissolve, 
but  gave  as  his  reasons  that,  while  there  were 
two  well-defined  parties  composed  of  the  great 
bulk  of  the  House,  there  was  one  section  giving 
allegiance  to  neither  party,  and  which,  by  giving 
its  vote  to  one  side  or  the  other,  was  able  to  pre- 
vent all  possible  good  Parliamentary  government. 
Mr.  Shcehan 


That  is  our  position  at  the  present  time.  Hiere 
is  a  section  of  this  House  which  shifts  its  poli- 
tical opinions  and  faith  exactly  as  one  might 
drink  ofi*  a  glass  of  wine,  with  as  much  pleasure 
and  with  as  little  thought.  So  long  as  that  is 
the  case  it  is  impossible  to  have  any  good  Par- 
liamentary government.  My  honorable  friend 
talks  about  drawing  a  red-herring  across  the 
scent.  Well,  if  there  be  any  man  who  knows 
how  to  get  hold  of  a  red-herring  and  to  draw  it 
across  the  scent  I  think  he  is  that  person.  If 
any  person  has  a  specialty  in  that  direction  I 
give  the  palm  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Travers).  We  have  drawn 
no  red- herring  across  the  scent.  He  himself  was 
the  very  first  who  raised  the  question  after  tho 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  and  he 
pushed  it  to  an  extreme.  He  proposed  it  should 
be  sent  to  a  Committee,  and  nelped  to  get  the 
House  adjourned.  What  did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber mean  by  repudiating  his  own  action  ?  The 
honorable  gentleman  speaks  about  our  position 
being  a  contemptible  one. 
Mr.  TRAVERS.— I  did  not  say  so. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  honorable  gentleman 
spoke  decidedly,  and  I  think,  Sir,  was  checked  by 
you. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— If  I  may  be  permitted,  I 
would  state  that  I  did  not  refer  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  said  the  position  of  this  question  in  this 
House  was  contemptible. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.- The  honorable  gentleman 
used  the  expression  several  times ;  and  I  appeal 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  believe  it  is  a  standing  rule  in  this  House  tiiat, 
when  an  honorable  gentleman  retracts  what  he 
has  said,  then  nothing  further  is  to  be  said  about 
it.  The  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City 
did  retract.  He  withdrew  the  word  "  contempt- 
ible "  and  substituted  another  word  ;  and  it  is 
contrary  to  all  Parliamentary  practice  to  now 
refer  to  that  remark. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- The  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  on  being  remonstrated  with,  did 
formally  withdraw  the  expression,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  should  be  subsequently  commented  upon. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  yield,  of  course,  to  your 
ruling.  I  do  not  think,  Sir,  you  have  bad  to  call 
me  to  order  many  times  since  you  have  been  in 
the  chair.  The  honorable  gentleman  did  use  tlie 
expression.  Now  it  is  said  he  has  withdrawn  it. 
Of  course  he  will  withdraw  anything,  and  this 
expression  amonest  the  rest.  But  I  will  suppose 
he  said  so.  I  will  suppose  he  applied  the  term 
'*  contemptible  "  to  the  Ministry.  I  will  put  it 
as  a  supposititious  case,  and  I  will  ask  the  House 
to  contrast  our  behaviour  with  his,  and  let  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  draw  the  moral  for  themselves. 
We  understand  correctly  what  is  our  position  as 
responsible  Ministers  of  this  colony.  We  are  not 
here  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor.  We  are  really  to  act  as  a 
Committee  of  this  House  during  the  recess,  to 
advise  His  Excellency  with  respect  to  the  govern- 
ing of  the  colony.  If  I  were  to  understand  that 
I  became  a  Minister  to  support  the  Governor 
against  this  House,  I  would  tlirow  the  position 
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to  the  winds  in  a  moment.  I  mj  at  once  that, 
if  Bis  Excellency  came  into  collision  with  this 
House  upon  a  matter  on  which  we  adyited  him, 
and  if  he  did  so  in  consequence  of  following 
our  adyice,  we  should  figlit  for  him  to  the  bit- 
ter end.  '  If  we  advised  liim  in  a  particular 
course  which  brought  him  into  conflict  with  this 
House  we  should  be  unworthy  of  our  position,  or 
of  the  confidence  of  this  House,  if  we  did  not 
fight  for  him  shoulder  to  shoulder.  But  what  is 
the  present  position  ?  What  is  the  present  con- 
flict ?  It  arises  out  of  the  fact  that  the  6K>Temor 
disregarded  tlie  adrice  of  his  Ministers.  He  ab- 
solutely refused  to  proceed  on  our  adrioe,  and  put 
us  in  such  a  position  that  we  cannot  take  his  part 
in  this  House.  I  put  it  to  the  House  fairly  : 
Ought  we  to  be  bound  to  defend  His  Excel- 
lency's conduct  in  this  House  except  it  appears 
that  his  conduct  is  in  accordance  with  the  adrice 
of  Ministers  ?  I  would  put  an  extreme  case : 
Let  us  suppose  that  His  Excellency  committed 
murder,  high  treason,  or  some  other  ofience 
known  to  the  law.  Should  we  be  bound  to  back 
him  up  in  this  House  on  that  point  ?  Certainly 
not.  And  when  he  leares  the  strictly  constitu- 
tional path — when  he  goes  sgainst  the  advice  of 
his  Ministers — he  ought  to  look  out  for  himself. 
Now,  it  has  been  distinctly  and  clearly  settled  bj 
this  House  that,  in  rejecting  the  advice  of  his 
Ministera  in  regard  to  a  particular  matter  on  the 
grounds  g^ven  in  his  memorandum,  he  departed 
from  constitutional  practice  and  committed  a 
breach  of  privilege.  That  is  clear  ;  and  I  say  at 
once,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  will  refuse 
to  go  outside  this  House  to  a  third  and  irre- 
sponsible pftTlhr  to  settle  for  us  what  are  our 
privileges.  We  settle  that  for  ourselves.  We 
Know  our  privileges.  They  are  strictly  defined 
faj  the  Standing  Orders  and  May's  "  Parliamen- 
tary Practice  ;  "  and,  beyond  all  doubt,  whoever 
holds  the  position  of  Governor  in  this  colony  has 
no  right  to  take  notice  of  what  takes  place  in  the 
House  before  it  is  brought  under  his  notice  by 
message  or  other  official  intimation.  We  have 
been  told  that  we  ought  to  resign  on  our  advice 
being  refused.  Sir,  I  smiled  inwardly  when  I 
heard  that  suggestion.  When  I  look  back  at  the 
fight  we  had  for  three  or  four  years  to  get  a 
position  on  these  seats  for  our  party,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  give  up  our  position  for  a  tmall  thing 
of  that  kind.  If  we  are  to  be  turned  out,  let  us 
be  beaten  on  a  large  question  of  policy.  I  can 
asBore  honorable  sentlemen  on  the  other  side 
that  we  shall  not  be  entrapped.  We  have  been 
aeeused  of  trying  to  entrap  people,  but  we  shall 
not  be  entrappM  ourselves.  When  we  resign 
our  position  it  will  be  after  a  fair  fight.  What 
I  would  point  out  to  the  House  is  this :  It 
has  been  clearly  put  that  the  Governor  occupies 
an  equal  position  with  the  Upper  House  and 
the  Lower  House,  and  that  these  three  distinct 
bodies  form  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony. 
How,  it  has  been  said  that  the  Gt>vemor  has 
been  tried  without  being  heard,  and  that  even 
the  commonest  criminal  is  entitled  to  be  heard 
up  to  the  moment  of  the  passing  of  his  sentence. 
But)  supposing  that  this  House  is  in  conflict  with 
the  Upper  l^use,  are  they  heard  here  ?    Cer- 


tainly not.  The  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
shakes  his  head  after  the  fashion  of  Lord  Bur- 
leigh— I  know  him  too  well  to  say  there  is  no- 
thing in  it — but  I  say  at  once  that  the  position 
of  the  Council  is  in  no  respect  different. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— They  have  conferences. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— So  has  the  Gbvemor.  He 
has  conferences  with  Ministers,  and  he  has  con- 
ferences with  this  House  by  means  of  messages. 
I  think  that  plea  is  one  that  cannot  be  heard  for 
a  moment.  He  is  an  individual  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  He  can  take  his  own  stand,  and  he 
can  dismiss  Ministers  to-morrow  if  he  thinks 
proper.  Let  him  take  that  responsibility  if  he 
thinks  it  right  to  do  so.  Now,  I  put  it  to  the 
House  as  a  matter  of  fair-play.  To-day  we  asked 
the  House  to  postpone  the  Gov^nment  business 
until  next  Monday.  If  I  had  not  thought  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  was  to  reply 
on  the  question,  I  would  myself  have  pointed  out 
the  reasons  for  that  motion.  They  were  partly 
personal  and  partly  general  reasons.  For  the 
last  seven  or  eight  days  I  have  been  out  of  the 
running,  and  hare  been  unable  to  work  or  do  any 
business.  If  we  are  to  do  Government  business 
I  would  be  very  glad  to  have  one  day  to  myself  to 
discuss  the  Bills  with  the  officers  who  prepared 
them.  Furthermore,  I  may  say  at  once  we  have 
had  a  very  uneasy  time  since  we  have  been  in 
office.  How  it  comes  about  I  do  not  know.  But 
honorable  gentlemen,  on  leaving  these  benches, 
cast  a  "  longing,  lingering  look  behind,"  and  are 
eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  moment  when  they 
may  get  back.  They  have  disturbed  the  course 
of  public  business;  and  dearlv  they  have  as 
much  right  to  put  us  out  as  we  bad  to  put  them 
out  At  the  same  time,  honorable  gentlemen 
know  perfectly  veil  that,  with  a  want-of -con- 
fidence motion  hanging  over  the  head  of  the 
Government,  it  is  impocsible  to  go  on  with  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  country.  For  various 
reasons  the  honorable  gentleman's  party  were 
unsuccessful  with  one  motion,  and  it  appears  they 
considered  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Government 
party  to  send  cabs  round  to  the  absent  members 
of  the  Opposition  inviting  them  to  be  present  at 
the  House  at  half-past  two  sharp  in  order  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion.  I  take  it  that  he 
should  look  after  his  own  men  as  we  take  care 
of  ours.  However,  seeing  that  the  gentlemen 
absent  were  the  honorable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Travers)  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Totara,  I  think  a  reasonable  doubt 
might  be  entertained  as  to  how  they  would 
have  voted  had  they  been  here.  I  would  not 
like  to  bet  an  even  pound  as  to  how  they  would 
vote.  I  say  that  the  position  now  is  entirely  dif- 
ferent. We  fought  a  fair  fight — first,  in  putting 
them  out;  and,  secondly,  in  keeping  ourselves  in. 
But  if  we  are  to  have  chronic  votes  of  want  of 
confidence  we  must  put  our  foot  on  these  thines. 
We  do  not  come  here  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
citizens  of  Wellington ;  we  have  more  serious 
work.  The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  no 
doubt  feels  povri,  as  the  Maoris  say,  when  he 
walks  the  streets  as  a  private  citizen,  and  finds 
himself  no  longer  saluted  and  "kotowed"  as 
he  used  to  be  when  a  Minister.    But,  in  spite  of 
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m  J  personal  friendship  for  bim,  I  must  prefer  the 
interests  of  the  coantry  to  him,  and  if  he  proposes 
a  dozen  votes  of  want  of  confidence  we  intend  to 
let  them  come  in  the  ordinary  course.  Formerly 
the  whole  burden  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
speeches  used  to  be  that  the  Opposition  were 
•talking  against  time  and  obstructing  business. 
Weill  what  is  the  position  of  the  Opposition  at 
the  present  time  P  Are  they  obstructing  business, 
talking  against  time,  and  acting  like  a  factious 
Opposition  ?  Not  by  any  means.  They  hare  a 
strong  opinion  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Sgmont  is  the  only  salvation  the  country  pos- 
sesses, and  that  thof  e  people  who  happen  to  cling 
around  him  are  the  only  people  capable  with 
him  of  gOTeming  the  country.  We  are  a  pro- 
test against  that  idea.  We  are  a  protest  against 
the  idea  that  the  power  to  goTem  the  country  is 
centered  in  the  hands  of  a  few  people  in  this 
House.  And  it  is  on  that  footing  that  we  are 
supported,  as  we  are  now,  by  three  •  fourths  of 
the  population  of  the  colony.  And  I  say  this 
much :  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his 
party  were  to  go  to  the  country  to-morrow  they 
would  remain  in  the  country.  They  would  not 
come  back  here  again.  They  can  take  their  turn 
if  they  think  proper.  Let  them  join  with  us 
to-night  and  ask  tlie  OoTemor  to  give  us  a  dis- 
solution. I  think  I  might  say,  without  being 
offensiTC  to  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Egmont,  that  he  would,  in  such  a  case,  be  left  to 
look  after  his  private  affairs.  I  say,  again,  that, 
if  the  Opposition  mean  business,  if  they  mean 
really  to  haye  a  fair  fight,  then,  at  this  stage 
of  the  session,  they  ought  not  to  obstruct  the 
public  business  of  the  country.  We  are  prepared 
to  go  on  with  the  business  on  Monday,  to  take 
up  eyery  Bill  on  the  Paper  and  deal  with  it  as  we 
may  be  advised.  And,  furthermore,  it  is  only 
perfectly  fair  that  the  House  should  vote  for  the 
aoyoumment  asked  for  until  Monday  to  enable  us 
to  go  on  with  the  business.  It  is  not  our  fault 
that  we  are  not  able  to  go  on  to-morrow;  the 
conduct  of  the  honorable  eentlemau  opposite  pre- 
yented  us  from  doing  so.  I  put  it  on  a  benevolent 
and  charitable  footmg.  I  think  my  honorable 
friend  is  entitled  to  some  rest.  He  has  been 
flitting  about  like  the  Wandering  Jew.  He  has 
had  no  ease  or  nourishment.  He  has  had  no 
peace  of  mind  for  a  moment.  He  is  to  be  found 
in  the  House  and  within  its  precincts  at  aU  pos- 
sible times.  No  matter  what  may  be  the  wear  and 
tear  of  the  members  of  the  Government,  some 
regard  ought  to  be  shown  to  the  devoted  leader 
of  the  Opposition.  I  am  glad  that  my  honorable 
friend  has  been  officially  announced  to  be  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  for  if  I  had  not  known  it 
from  himself  and  his  party  I  should  have  looked 
upon  him  as  the  principal  Opposition  whip.  I 
may  say  at  once  that  I  would  not  lend  myself  to 
any  proceeding  that  would  cast  a  reflection  on 
the  Governor.  I  look  upon  it,  to  my  mind, 
in  this  free  countiy,  living  under  our  free  in- 
stitutions, that  any  such  course  as  that  would  be 
one  of  the  greatest  crimes  and  blunders  which 
the  Parliament  could  commit.  There  may  be 
reforms  in  the  law  proposed  and  carried  out; 
tjiere  may  be  changes  in  the  repreemi^on  and 


mode  of  taxation  ;  but,  on  tlie  wlude,  I  maintaia 
that  there  cannot  be  a  freer  oountay  in  the  world 
than  is  this  colony.  I  look  upon  the  bond  that 
binds  us  to  the  mother-country  in  the  person  of 
the  Governor  as  one  of  the  best  features  in  oor 
Constitution.  I  would  never  be  one  to  consent  to 
part  with  that  connecting  link,  nor  would  I  be  a 
party  to  throw  upon  him  any  contempt  or  ob- 
loquy whatever.  I  say  at  once,  for  myself  and 
my  colleagues,  that  in  no  sense  whatever  have 
we  attempted  in  any  way  to  throw  the  slightest 
censure  or  cast  the  slightest  indignity  upon  Hie 
Excellency  the  Qt)vemor.  The  advice  given  by 
us  was  given  in  the  most  perfect  good  faith, 
coming  in,  as  we  did,  with  the  majority  of  this 
House,  and  having  no  reason  to  believe  that  we 
should  be  in  a  minority.  For  my  own  part  I  feel 
exceedingly  sorry  that  the  rejdy  made  by  the 
Gt>vemor  was  such  aa  to  my  mind  to  lay  him  open 
to  the  censure  this  House  has  put  upon  him. 
We  wiah  to  raise  no  quarrel  with  him.  We  had 
no  desire  to  raise  a  (Question  that  might  lead  to 
a  quarrel  between  this  House  and  the  executiye 
head  of  the  colony.  That  being  the  case,  I  think 
I  may  fairiy  ask  the  House  to  consent  to  the  pro- 
posal made — namely,  to  adjourn  the  debate  on 
this  question  until  such  time  as  the  papers  Ban 
printed.  They  are  very  voluminous,  and  it  it 
impossible  that  the  House  can  consider  the  ques- 
tion properly  until  honorable  members  have 
had  tlie  printed  papers  before  them.  I  pro- 
mise you.  Sir,  and  the  House,  that  every  effort 
shall  be  made  to  get  these  papers  printed  aa 
early  as  possible  to-morrow,  so  that  before  half- 
past  seven  o'clock  honorable  members  may  have 
some  hours  to  study  the  papers.  This  will 
save  time,  and  it  will  enable  us  to  spend  the  day 
in  arranging  the  Gt>yemment  business  to  come 
before  the  House  during  next  week.  We  shall 
thus  be  able  to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone.  I 
would  ask  the  honorable  member  to  reflect  on 
Mount  Egmont,  the  central  feature  of  his  district 
and  one  of  the  loveliest  and  highest  mountains 
in  New  Zealand.  I  would  ask  him  to  take  a  hich 
view  of  this  question — to  raise  himself  aboye  the 
limit  of  perpetual  snow,  if  possible—to  sink  all 
party  considerations,  and  allow  us  the  reasonable 
time  we  are  entitled  to  for  considering  those  large 
public  questions  now  before  the  House.  I  will 
refer  to  one  question  which,  in  his  mind,  is  moei 
important — the  Land  Bill.  In  respect  to  that 
BiU,  I  may  say  that  there  is  no  one  more  desirous 
than  I  am  to  have  that  Bill  carried  through  and 
made  law,  if  possible,  this  session.  I  womd  aak 
him  to  give  me  fair,  reasonable  time  to  consider 
that  Bill,  so  that,  with  his  assistance  and  tiie 
assistance  of  his  late  colleagues,  we  may  be  aUe 
to  pass  this  measure.  If  I  remember  aright, 
when  the  -honorable  member  brought  forward  bis 
no-confidence  motion  he  gave  it  as  almost  the  only 
reason  why  we  should  not  remain  in  office  that  we 
were  disposed  to  object  to  and  shelve,  if  pos- 
sible, a  liberal  Land  Bill.  Now,  if  he  will  give 
us  anything  like  reasonable  time  we  will  show 
that  his  objection  upon  that  score  is  entirely  un- 
deserved and  unmerited.  I  put  it  to  him,  if  he 
is  a«  strong  as  a  giant,  not  to  use  his  strength 
ae  lome  giants  are  diipoved  lo  do.    Let  him  deal 
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irith  OS  gmtlj  aod  iaxAj.  If  he  'wants  ocmoes- 
nom  from  the  Goremment  in  respect  to  his  own 
jDstten  let  him  and  his  party  show  as  some  con- 
nderstion,  so  that  the  Ministry  and  the  House, 
notwithrtanding  any  party  conflict  that  may  he 
ngiog,  may  endeavoor  as  far  as  possible  to  carry 
on  the  bnainera  of  the  country.  If  be  will  meet 
us  in  a  friendly  spirit,  we,  possibly,  will  meet  him 
in  a  similar  spirit ;  but,  if  he  is  disposed  to  do  as 
he  has  tried  to  do  to^y,  to  prerent  business 
being  done,  then  that  means  that  there  will  be 
"  war  to  the  knife."  We  know  what  our  present 
psrty  is.  They  were  in  opposition  for  some  three 
or  four  years.  If  it  comes  to  a  qaestion  of  "  war  to 
the  knife  " — ^if  we  haye  to  fight  step  by  step,  mcb 
by  inch — there  are  in  our  ranks  honorable  mem- 
bers who  before  tbis  have  led  us  to  yictory,  and 
vho  will  lead  us  to  Tictory  again.  I  would  ask 
whether,  at  this  stage  of  the  session,  we  might 
not  possibly  sink  purely  personal  recriminations, 
pareiy  selfish  motiTcs,  and  take  up  matters  from 
a  broader,  a  more  patriotio  and  popular  basis.  If 
my  honorable  friend  approyes  of  these  sentiments, 
aiul  Uiey  are  agreeable  to  him,  he  will  meet  me 
UiAj  by  consenting  to  an  adjournment  of  the 
debclte  until  half-past  seren  o'clock  to-m<Mnow. 

Major    ATKINSON.— What    about    Motion 
Ko.3? 

Mr.  SH££HAN.— Well,  No.  8  must  be  dis- 
cussed on  its  merits.  It  happens  fust  now  to  be 
in  a  bog.  My  honorable  friend  will  have,  in  the 
course  of  the  next  few  days,  to  put  an  adyertise- 
Dent  in  the  eyening  paper  asking  where  No.  8 
has  gone  to.  So  far  as  I  can  see  at  present.  No. 
8  wUl  in  a  few  days  become  No.  80.  If  he  is 
generous,  if  he  is  considerate,  looking  at  the  im- 
menie  power  he  has  at  present,  if  he  is  merciful, 
it  is  possible  that  those  who  haye  control  oyer 
Ko.  3,  which  is  in  the  position  of  a  neglected 
and  criminal  child  at  present — it  is  possible  that 
tho!e  persons  may  be  disposed  to  deal  with  that 
inCsnt  tendorly,  not  to  subject  it  to  what  is  known 
as  baby -farming,  but  to  giye  it  a  fair  chance  of 
existence.  I  am  sornr  for  taking  up  the  time  of 
the  House  so  long.  I  rose  to  protest  against  the 
serere  philippic  of  the  honorable  member  foi^ 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  TraTcrs),  which  is  clearly 
undeserred,  unfounded,  and,  I  may  say,  entirely 
in  contradiction  with  himself.  I  rose  to  defend 
myMlf  and  my  colleagues  against  the  charge 
of  being  a  party  to  attacking  His  Excellency. 
Sneh  a  charge  is  entin^ly  without  foiradation ;  it 
u  absolutely  contrary  to  our  ideas  and  wishes ;  it 
is  a  course  to  which  I,  for  one,  would  neyer  con- 
Mat  to  be  a  party.  I  rose  to  defend  ourselyes 
ixom  the  chai^  that  we  occupy  in  this  matter  a 
worse  position  than  the  Qoyemor.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  we  arc  the  trustees  and  custodians 
of  the  honor  of  this  House,  and,  no  matter  how  it 
nay  affect  the  Chnremor's  position,  we  were  bound 
to  protect  tiie  priyileges  of  the  House.  So  soon  as 
«e  oonsidered  that  the  Cbremor  had  infringed 
those  priyileges  we  put  the  matter  before  the  House 
tt  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Haying  defended 
ourselyes  ananst  the  unfounded  chairges  made 
against  us,  I  shall  not  further  take  up  the  time 
Qt  the  House.  I  do  trust  that  the  honorable 
on  the  opposite  side  will  see  their 


way  to  support  the  proposal  I  haye  made.  To- 
morrow being  a  pubho  holiday  there  will  not  be  a 
single  person  at  work.  Eyery  pubUc  office  and 
institution  in  the  town  will  he  taking  a  holiday. 
I  go  further  and  say  that  in  no  part  of  the  British 
dominions  will  there  be  a  single  Wislatire  body 
sitting  to-morrow;  so  strong  is  their  psitriotio 
and  K>yal  feeling  that  every  one  of  them  will 
keep  that  day  loyally  on  account  of  its  being  the 
birthday  of  the  Queen's  son,  the  person  who  will 
afterwards,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  be 
the  Buler  of  our  Empire.  My  honorable  friend, 
when  he  remembers  that  we  are  charged  with 
being  a  party  of  radicals,  people  who  are  going  to 
burst  up  lurge  estates,  and  who  meditate  brea£uig 
off  connection  with  the  mother-country  and  esta- 
blishing a  republic,  ought  to  set  us  a  ^ood  ex- 
ample. He  ought  to  snow  us  the  way  m  which 
we  should  go.  It  would  have  been  better  for 
him  to-day  to  hare  got  up  and  proposed  the  ad* 
joumment  rather  thui  my  honorable  friend  the 
Premier,  who  is  said  to  hold  such  radical  opinions. 
Such  a  motion  came  from  him  with  a  yery  bad 
grace.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  had  eyen 
seconded  the  motion,  as  he  ought  to  haye  done, 
he  would  then  haye  been  in  his  proper  place.  I 
may  say,  finally,  for  myself  that  I  cannot  help 
recollecting  the  time  when  the  honorable  gentle- 
man figured  in  Taranaki  with  his  banner  waving 
at  the  head  of  his  troops  under  the  lofty  slisdow 
of  Mount  Egmont.  The  honorable  gentleman 
seems  to  hare  forgotten  those  times.  He  has 
sunk  the  militsry  in  the  political  character.  He 
has  forgotten  that  he  holds  Her  Majesty's  com- 
mission. At  the  same  time  I  think  it  is  a  pity 
that  he  should  not  have  set  a  good  example  to 
the  rest  of  the  colony  and  to  the  rest  of  the  Em- 

Eire  by  supporting  the  motion  brought  forward 
y  mj  honorable  friend;  it  is  a  pity  that  he 
should,  for  the  sake  of  a  fight  for  ofllce,  from  an 
unseemly  greed  for  office,  from  a  desire  to  occupy 
again  the  position  of  a  Minister,  have  taken  the 
course  he  has  adopted  of  opposing  the  motion.  I 
think  the  honorable  gentleman,  mmi  the  position 
he  has  held,  ought  to  be  above  such  things  as 
that.  I  trust  tbit  we  shall  discuss  this  question 
entirely  apart  from  any  party  considerations,  and 
merely  with  a  yiew  of  ascertaining  what  is  the 
position  of  this  House  in  regard  to  His  Excel- 
fency  the  Qovemor.  And,  even  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  a  majority  of  this  House  think  that 
Ministers  are  to  blame  rather  than  the  Gover- 
nor, I  must  say  that  this  is  a  question  wliich 
should  not  be  discufsed  from  a  party  point  of 
yiew,  and  I  will  be  prepared  to  accept  and  abide 
by  the  sentence  of  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  in  regard  to  the  spe- 
cial question  now  under  consideration  —  namely, 
whether  we  should  consider  this  message  from 
His  Excellency  and  the  correspondence  be- 
tween His  Excellency  and  Ministers  to-morrow 
or  on  Monday — I  think  that  abundant  reoson 
hss  been  shown  why  it  would  be  very  unsatis- 
factory to  consider  them  to-morrow.  If  they  are 
so  important  as  some  honorable  members  seem  to 
think,  we  could  not  possibly  consider  them  pro- 
perly between  the  time  at  which  they  are  printed 
and  the  hour  of  sitting  at  half-past  two  to- 
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morrow.  I  therefore  tliink  it  would  be  wise  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  them  until  half- 
past  two  on  Monday.  The  speech  which  the 
honorablo  gentleman  has  delirered,  and  especiallj 
that  part  in  which  he  made  direct  reference  to 
myself,  has  thrown  considerable  light  on  the  pre- 
sent position,  and  allows  me  to  see  my  way  to 
adjourn  to-morrow,  and  to  get  over  all  the  dif- 
ficulties that  may  be  in  our  road.  It  is  agreed 
on  both  sides  that  neither  of  us  wishes  to  waste 
any  more  time.  The  honorable  gentleman,  like 
myself  and  others  on  this  side  of  the  House,  is 
desirous  of  meeting  and  faoing  the  difficulties  at 
once. 

Mr.  STOUT.— What  difficulty  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Any  difficulty  that  may 
be  in  the  way  of  carrying  on  pubUc  business. 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  desirous  of  facins 
and  getting  over  any  such  difficulty.  I  will 
submit  a  proposition  which  will  remoTO  all  diffi- 
culties. If  the  honorable  gentleman  is  prepared 
to  take  a  division  upon  the  want-of-confidence 
motion  to-night — (Oh,  oh!) — ^I  am  putting  him 
to  the  practical  proof.  I  am  prepared  to  go  to  a 
division  upon  tnat  motion  within  ten  minutes. 
Then  we  can  adjourn  till  Monday,  and,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  victorious,  he  can  in 
the  meantime  consider  his  measures,  and  will, 
I  can  assure  him,  have  a  most  generous  support 
from  this  side  of  the  House  in  carrying  them 
through.  What  we  want  to  test  is  simply  this : 
Whether  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  occupy 
those  benches  are  supported  by  a  majority  of  tne 
House  or  not.  We  say  that  they  are  not,  and 
that  by  their  action  they  know  it  quite  well.  I 
say  again,  let  him  take  the  division,  and  we  can 
go  on  with  the  other  business  on  the  Paper  and 
get  it  all  over  by  half-past  ton.  Then,  if  he  has 
the  allegiance  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  he  will 
know  it  indisputably,  and  he  will  not  only  have 
to-morrow  and  Saturday  to  prepare  his  measures, 
but  he  will  have  the  assistance  of  the  Opposition 
in  carrying  them  through.  That  I  can  guarantee 
him.  (lAughter.)  Honorable  gentlemen  may 
laugh,  but  they  know  perfectly  well  that  if  I  give 
my  word  for  a  thing  it  will  bo  carried  out.  If  he 
does  not  believe  me,  and  once  asserts  his  position, 
he  can  at  any  rate  defy  me ;  but,  until  the  other 
side  have  done  that,  they  will  not  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  any  business  whaterer.  If  we  have 
to  sit  here  continuously  for  a  week  they  shall  not 
proceed  with  any  busmess  until  that  motion  of 
mine  is  disposed  of.  I  call  upon  him  to  settle 
this  definitely  at  once.  Let  us  see  who  has  the 
majority,  and  let  the  majority  rule.  The  majority 
will  no  longer  submit  to  be  governed  by  the 
minority.  I  challenge  the  honorable  gentleman, 
if  he  is  sincere,  to  come  to  a  conclusion  at  once. 
Let  us  get  through  the  business,  and  then  every- 
thing he  has  told  us  to-night  will  come  to  pass. 

Sir  G.  GEEY.— I  trust  that  the  House  will 
indulge  me  by  allowing  me  to  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  gentleman.  Sir,  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  a  majority  in  this  House — a 
majority,  it  may  be,  of  one  or  two,  obtained  we 
know  not  how;  and  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a 
majority  of  this  country.  That  is  the  great  court, 
of  appeal,  and  the  honorable  gentlemen  dare  not 
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face  it.  Let  the  House  remember  that  two  yean 
ago  the  party  that  now  sits  on  this  side  of  tlie 
House  consisted  of  only  some  fifteen  members. 
Gradually  it  has  grown  in  strength,  gradually 
it  has  grown  in  power  from  year  to  year,  and 
gradually  it  has  won  the  affections  of  the  coun- 
try. We  hare  gradually  convinced  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  that  there  are  those  who  will  free 
them  from  the  enormous  debts  that  have  been 
entailed  upon  them  ;  that  there  are  those  who 
feel  that  the  crime  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  has  been  guilty  of  in  spending, 
or  helping  to  spend,  some  twenty-seren  millions 
in  five  years,  upon  the  small  population  of  this 
country,  is  a  thing  that  demands  the  indignation 
of  the  people:  demands  that  other  men  should 
be  put  in  power  to  see  how  such  a  vast  expen- 
diture has  oeen  brought  about,  to  see  why  its 
results  are  so  small,  where  it  has  gone,  and 
upon  whom  thisgreat  debt  is  fairly  ultimately 
to  be  placed.  Why,  the  taxation  is  so  utifair 
that  the  poor  are  made  to  contribute  towards 
enhancing  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  rich, 
while  their  own  interests  are  utterly  disregarded, 
and  they  have  been  robbed  of  the  priviloges  con* 
ferred  upon  them  by  the  British  Paruament. 
The  venerable  jester  from  Wanganui  (Mr.  Fox) 
got  up  a  few  nights  ago  and  informed  us  that 
he  and  his  party  had  given  free  institutions  to 
every  part  of  New  Zealand ;  whilst  he  knows 
in  his  heart,  and  they  know  in  their  hearts, 
that  they  with  care  have  taken  every  precaution 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  should  be  in 
part  deprived  of  power  altogether,  and  the  rest  of 
them  put  in  such  a  position  that  the  vast  majority 
of  them  should  have  one  vote,  while  to  those  who 
have  acquired  property,  even  unfairly,  as  many 
as  forty-five  votes  should  be  given  to  one  single 
individual.  These  are  the  free  institutions  those 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  have 
established!  These  are  the  chains  they  have 
bound  about  the  people  of  this  country,  from 
which  the  people  cannot  be  freed  for  years  to 
come !  These  are  the  means  by  which  they  are 
attempting  to  pay  the  enormous  debts  which 
have  been  incurred  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
have  not  to  pay  them !  They  virould  pretend  now 
to  be  ready  to  establish  a  fair  system  of  taxation. 
Why  have  they  not  done  it  during  the  many  years 
they  have  been  in  power?  Why  do  they  only 
say  they  will  do  it  when  they  see  jpe&t  indig^- 
'tion,  nay,  hatred,  in  almost  every  mce  they  meet 
as  they  walk  about?  Why  have  they,  in  at- 
tempting to  establish  local  self-government,  esta- 
blished an  unfair  system  of  voting  F  Whv  have 
they  created  rotten  boroughs  like  those  of  Tara- 
nau,  vrith  their  three  membex^,  whilst  the  larger 
constituencies  are  deprived  of  anything  Uke  proper 
representation?  Why  have  they  dealt  unfiBmrly 
wiih  the  land  ?  Why  have  they  given  great  pro- 
perties unjustly  to  their  friends  ?  Why  has  the 
laud  been  kept  from  the  people?  The  member 
for  Wanganui  to  whom  i  have  alluded  told  us 
that  shoemakers,  and  carpenters,  and  blacksmiths, 
and  others  of  that  class  did  not  desire  land — that 
they  did  not  care  about  getting  land  or  having  a 
liberal  land  law.  I  ask  him,  are  there  not  very 
many  of  those  persons  who  wish  to  see  their  chiid- 
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ren  on  farms  ?  Do  they  not  themselyes  desire  to 
haTe  farms  on  which  to  settle  in  their  old  nge  ? 
Why  should  such  trash  be  talked  in  this  House  ? 
Then,  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  dial- 
lenges  us — he  is  Tery  fond  of  that  word  "  chal- 
lenge " — and  says,  **  Let  my  motion  of  no  confi- 
dence come  on."  The  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Travers),  and  one  or  two 
more  of  his  friends,  are  at  this  moment  in  a 
certain  frame  of  mind,  and  he  says,  *'  Come  to  a 
Tote  in  half  an  hour,  and  we  are  safe."  Sir,  I  tell 
those  honorable  gentlemen  that  myself  and  those 
who  are  actin$(  with  me  feel  that  a  sacred  trust 
has  been  confided  to  our  hands.  Wo  know  and 
feel  that  the  people  of  this  country  beheve  now 
that  hope  is  dawning  for  them ;  that  they  are 
prepared  to  return  to  this  House  a  rast  majority 
to  carry  out  the  views  which  I  and  my  friends 
hold :  and  wo  say  that  by  no  laches,  by  no  mis- 
take on  our  part,  will  we  be  turned  from  the 
position  which  we  now  occupy.  Every  form  that 
Parliamentary  government  affords  us  to  defend 
our  position,  we  will  avail  ourselves  of.  They 
may  try  to  stop  pubUc  business;  they  may  try 
farther  to  injure  the  people  of  this  country  than 
they  hare  already  done ;  they  may  try,  having 
bribed  in  every  direction  in  which  they  can 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  beg  to  call  attention 
to  the  words  the  honorable  member  has  used.  I 
move  that  they  be  taken  down  :  "  bribed  in  every 
direction  in  which  they  can."  I  shall  call  upon 
the  honorable  member  to  prove  those  words. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  presume  that  the  sentence  is 
to  be  completed. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Rising  to  the  point  of 
order,  I  think  the  honorable  member  should  be 
allowed  to  complete  the  sentence,  so  that  the 
House  may  know  in  what  sense  it  is  made.  I 
remember  that  on  one  occasion  I  said  with  regard 
to  one  section  of  the  House — the  rural  party,  as 
the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  will  re- 
member— that  it  had  been  bought  and  sold,  and 
waa  being  bought  again.  But  I  merely  meant  that 
they  had  had  promises  made  to  them  that  their 
policy  would  be  carried  out,  that  those  promises 
were  broken,  and  that  they  were  being  made 
again.  I  daresay,  when  the  honorable  member 
imisbes  his  sentence,  it  will  be  found  that  there 
is  nothing  objectionable  in  the  words,  although 
in  the  meantime,  taken  per  ae,  I  must  say  they 
are  rather  strong. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— When  I  was  interrupted.  Sir, 
I  was  going  on  to  say,  "  by  promising  subsidies  to 
ooonties,  to  boroughs,  ana  to  Road  Boards." 

Major  ATKINSON.- 1  have  no  desire  to  pro- 
ceed further  with  the  motion  for  taking  down 
the  words.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  explanation 
of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  House  acts  wisely 
in  allowinff  the  matter  to  drop. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  was  addressing  the  House 
upon  the  subject  of  the  proposition  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont,  and  I  was  stating 
the  reasons  why  I  felt  it  my  duty  not  to  abandon, 
if  possible,  the  position  in  which  I  have  been 
pUboed.  I  had  pointed  out  that,  throughout  the 
series  of  years  during  which  the  late  Government 
held  office,  a  Government  to  which  the  honorable 
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member  for  Egmont  was  attached  for  three  years, 
their  every  step,  in  my  belief,  had  tended  to  en- 
cumber the  country  with  debt  and  wasteful  expen- 
diture ;  that  no  fair  provision  was  made  for  deal- 
ing with  the  public  lands ;  that  an  unfair  system 
of  taxation  was  upheld ;  that  the  people  were 
being  gradually  deprived  of  the  rights  which 
free  men  ought  to  possess ;  and  that  they  were  led 
into  the  belief  that  a  fair  system  of  local  self- 
government  was  being  given  to  them,  wliUe,  in 
reality,  a  system  of  an  opposite  character  was 
being  set  up.  I  pointed  out  that  this  had  been 
done  by  holdin<r  out  bribes  to  local  bodies  in  the 
form  of  subsidies,  which  I  believe  the  Govern- 
ment in  their  own  minds  knew  could  only  be 
continued  for  a  very  short  time.  I  have  said, 
and  I  hold  the  belief  strongly,  that,  occupying 
the  position  I  now  occupy,  I  owe  a  solemn  duty 
to  this  country.  I  believe  that,  with  the  aid  of 
the  able  men  who  have  given  me  most  loyal  and 
friendly  assistance,  great  reforms  can  be  broueht 
about  in  New  Zealand — that  a  total  change  in  what 
I  regard  as  the  established  system  caji  bo  worked 
out.  I  feel  confident  in  my  own  mind  that, 
unless  a  speedy  remedy  in  that  direction  is  ap- 
plied, chains  will  he  bound  round  the  people  of 
this  country  from  which  they  will  hardly  be 
able  to  free  themselves — chains  of  debt,  chains  of 
subserviency  to  the  richer  ranks:  because,  once 
men  are  deprived  of  that  fair  power  of  vo^^^ing  in 
the  country  by  which  alone  they  can  make  their 
wishes  known ;  once  they  are  robbed  of  those 
privileges  by  which  alone  they  can  make  mani- 
fest the  power  they  should  wield  in  moulding 
the  destinies  of  the  country ;  once  they  are  de- 
prived of  those  advantages,  it  becomes  a  desperate 
struggle,  a  struggle  which  may  extend  over  a 
long  series  of  years,  to  regain  them.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  could  not  enter  into  such 
a  compromise  as  that  proposed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont.  I  said,  and  I  meant  it,  that 
we  would  use  every  legitimate  and  lawful  means 
to  maintain  the  position  we  now  hold,  until  the 
people  are  appealed  to^until  they,  the  masters  of 
the  late  Government  as  well  as  of  the  present 
Government,  have  resolved  what  shall  be  the 
future  of  this  their  adopted  land.  In  part  con- 
sideration of  the  question  that  has  come  before 
us  to-night,  there  are  one  or  two  material  points 
to  which  I  wish  to  allude.  The  people  of  New 
Zealand  little  think  of  what  they  have  been  de- 
prived. Hardly  a  member  of  this  House  lias 
(certainly  not  half  a  dozen  members  have)  ever 
considered  the  nature  of  the  changes  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  coimtry  has  imdergone.  Let  us 
reflect  for  one  moment  what  was  the  position 
of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  two  years  ago,  or 
rather  twelve  months  ago,  for  the  act  was  only 
then  accomplished.  At  that  time,  New  Zea- 
land was  divided  into  several  provinces  which 
possessed  almost  sovereign  powers.  To  men  hke 
yourself.  Sir,  who  are  acquainted  with  constitu- 
tional law,  it  will  be  known  that,  in  regard  to 
those  provinces.  Her  Majesty  had  been  pleased 
to  renounce  almost  every  right  of  sovereignty 
which  could  interfere  with  their  liberties.  They 
elected,  in  fact,  their  Governors,  called  Superin- 
tendents; they  elected  Legislatures,  which  had, 
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-with  a  few  exceptioos,  in  each  province  the  power 
of  making  all  laws  for  the  peace,  order,  and  eood 
goTernment  of  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  those 
prorinces.  Some  of  those  proTinoes  exceed  the 
majority  of  British  colonies  in  wealth  and  popula- 
tion ;  and  Her  Majesty  had  renounced  the  power 
of  assenting  to  or  dissenting  from  the  laws  made 
by  the  Iiegislatures  of  those  provinces.  They 
might  dispose  of  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penal- 
ties as  they  pleased  under  their  own  laws.  They 
enjoyed  perfect  freedom,  for  Her  Majesty  had 
renounced  all  the  powers  I  have  referred  to  by 
the  solemn  Statute  to  which  she  gave  her  assent. 
Wlien  tbose  provinces  were  done  away  with,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  those  powers  did  not  return 
to  the  Crown,  and  they  can  only  be  given  to 
somebody  else  by  law.  Then  we  come  to  this 
General  Assembly.  Ample  liberties  were  also 
given  to  it.  All  power  of  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown  with  the  General  Assembly  was 
renounced,  with  the  exception  of  the  power  of 
assenting  to  or  dissenting  from  the  laws  in  a  few 
cases ;  and  it  was  believed  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, no  dispute  would  arise  between  the 
mother-country  and  this  colony.  But,  Sir,  all 
that  has  been  broken  through.  I  will  now  refer 
to  the  special  subject  which  has  been  discussed 
to-night.  The  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Travers)  applied  language  to  me  which 
I  am  sure  he  will  regret.  He  accused  my  col- 
leagues and  myself  of  having  laid  a  trap  for  the 
Governor,  and  he  accused  us  also  of  other  un- 
worthy proceedings.  I  felt  ashamed  to  be  com- 
pelled to  sit  here  and  listen  to  such  expressions 
being  used.  I  will  use  no  such  expressions 
towards  the  honorable  gentleman ;  but  I  will 
say  that  he  had  no  just  cause  —  he  could  not 
entertain  even  a  suspicion  which  warranted  his 
applying  to  us  such  language  as  he  did.  I 
wish  to  say — and  it  is  known  to  my  colleagues, 
some  of  whom  are  now  sitting  around  me — that 
I  did  my  very  utmost  to  prevent  any  request 
being  made  to  the  Governor  for  the  appointment 
of  a  gentleman  to  the  Legislative  Council.  I 
opposed  the  taking  of  that  step  when  I  first  went 
into  office,  and  it  was  only  at  last  that  I  yielded 
to  repeated  requests  of  my  colleagues.  I  now 
come  to  the  constitutional  question,  which  I  think 
has  been  altogether  misunderstood ;  and  I  shall 
speak  openly,  because  all  the  papers  on  the  subject 
are  before  the  House,  and  I  shall  be  guilty  of  no 
breach  of  confidence.  When  I  advised  the  Gover- 
nor that  a  eertain  gentleman  should  bo  called  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  when  the  Governor 
refused  to  accede  to  my  request,  on  grounds  which 
I  believed  to  be  unconstitutional,  I  gave  way  in 
the  first  moment  to  feelings  whioli  perhaps  ought 
not  to  have  come  into  my  mind,  and  I  wished  to 
retire  from  office.  It  was  only  on  the  solicitations 
of  my  friends,  and  on  being  reminded  of  the  field 
of  usefulness  which  was  open  to  me,  that  I  deter- 
mined to  remain  in  the  position  I  still  hold.  It 
may  be  said  that,  according  to  constitutional 
law,  if  I  tendered  advice  to  the  Crown  or  the 
Crown's  representative,  and  my  advice  was  not 
taken,  it  was  my  duty  to  resign  and  hold  my 
tongue.  But  I  say  that  that  depends  altogether 
on  the  nature  of  the  difference  between  myself 
Sir  G.  Grey 


and  the  representative  of  the  Crown.  If  I  find 
that  the  Governor  is  embarking  on  a  course 
which  I  think  imperils  the  liberti^  of  the 
people,  and  is  contrary  to  constitutional  law, 
it  is  not  my  duty  simply  to  resign  and  hold  my 
tongue,  because  in  that  case  step  after  step  might 
be  taken,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  people, 
until  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  retrace  our 
steps  and  go  back  to  the  position  from  which 
we  had  departed.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  take  the 
action  I  did — namely,  to  contest  calmly,  mildly, 
and  in  a  friendly  spirit  the  propriety  of  the  coune 
which  was  being  taken.  I  dismissed  at  once  from 
my  mind  the  idea  that  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor desired,  by  a  side-wind,  to  force  me  to  resign 
the  position  I  hold.  I  knew  him  to  be  incapaUe 
of  BO  unworthy  an  act.  I  knew  in  my  own  mind 
that  he  believed  he  was  pursuing  a  course  which 
he  was  rightly  entitled  to  pursue.  Of  course,  he 
had  the  same  right  to  hold  his  opinion  that  I 
had  to  hold  mine.  If,  however,  I  thought  he 
was  acting  wrongly,  I  had  a  right  to  ask  that  the 
question  should  be  detelrmined  and  set  at  rest 
for  ever.  That  was  the  course  I  felt  it  my  duty 
to  pursue.  I  thought  it  my  duty  further  to  say 
this :  that  we,  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand, 
were  capable  of  dealing  with  this  question  our- 
selves ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  would  allow  no 
external  power  to  be  brought  in  to  settle  it, 
unless  with  our  own  consent.  I  thought  it  was 
better  for  the  country  at  large  that  these  internal 
questions  should  be  settled  by  ourselves,  without 
the  aid  of  any  Secretary  of  State  or  other  person 
being  invoked.  I  thought  it  was  better  to  do 
that,  in  order  to  show  to  those  statesmen  who 
followed  us  that  we  were  men  capable  of  dealing 
with  matters  of  this  kind  ourselves,  and  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  our  bowing  down  be- 
fore any  officials  in  London.  I  maintained,  and 
I  still  maintain  —  and  I  ask  this  Assembly  to 
bear  mo  out  in  it  —  that  it  is  our  duty  our- 
selves to  settle  the  question  which  has  arisen. 
If  yre  go  to  work  properly,  there  need  be  no 
quarrel  oetween  us  and  the  Governor.  It  is  only 
such  language  as  was  used  to-night  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wellington  City,  who  vraa  en- 
couraged by  the  cries  of  honorable  gentlemen  od 
his  side  of  the  House  to  proceed,  that  can  lead  to 
such  a  quarrel.  The  Governor  himself  cannot 
desire  that  a  quarrel  should  take  place.  His 
Excellency  has  occupied  a  seat  in  the  English 
Parliament,  and  I  am  sure  he  cannot  desire  any- 
thing but  the  settlement  of  this  oonstitutioiml 
question  in  this  colony.  The  question  has  been 
brought  up  quite  accidentally.  I  am  persuaded 
that  nothing  could  be  better  for  us,  or  for  the 
Imperial  country,  than  that  the  question  should 
be  settled  here,  where  it  arose.  Why  should 
it  not  be  so?  The  Colonial  Office  need  not 
know  that  any  such  dispute  has  ever  arisen.  If 
I  had  liked,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  me 
from  sending  Home  the  correspondence  to  the 
Secretary  of  State;  but  I  was  desirous  that  we 
should  keep  the  facts  to  ourselves,  for  it  is  oar 
bounden  duty  to  settle  the  question  amongst  our- 
selves. I  shall  only  trouble  the  House  with  oae 
remark  further.  It  is  this :  I  think  I  act«d 
rightly  in  retaining  the  position  I  hold,  notwith- 
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■tafflding  the  differences  of  opinion  Trbicli  arose 
between  the  Goremor  and  myself  and  mj  ooU 
kagaes.  Statesmen  maj  take  different  views  on 
questions  of  this  kind,  and  yet  remain  the  fastest 
and  firmest  friends.  There  may  be  persons  who 
would  not  deal  in  a  manly  spirit  with  His  £z- 
eelleney,  and  who  would  leare  him  to  confirm  an 
erroneous  step  he  had  taken.  I  feel  certain  that 
BO  men  could  adrise  him  more  faithfully,  accord- 
ing to  their  knowledge  and  ability,  than  we  desire 
to  do;  and,  as  far  as  we  can,  we  will  do  our 
utmost  to  get  this  question  settled  in  an  amicable 
and  proper  spirit.  By  promoting  a  union  of  this 
kind  with  the  representaliTc  of  the  Crown,  we 
aball  liaTe  a  better  chance  of  achieving  that 
which  will  be  beneficial  for  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  than  we  should  have  by  pursuing  any 
other  course.  I  think  that  those  gentlemen  who 
■ay  tliat  we  hare  laid  a  trap  for  the  Gt>vernor, 
and  that  we  ha^e  led  him  into  difllculties,  are 
endeavooring  to  create  differences  between  the 
€N>remor  and  his  Advisers ;  and  that  such  per* 
•ODS  are  indeed  enemies  of  their  country.  I 
tmat  that  the  adjournment  proposed  hy  my  col- 
laague  the  Minister  of  Justice  will  be  agreed  to 
bj  the  House.  We  are  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  tba  House,  but  I  think  the  request  is  so 
reasonable  that  the  House  should  at  once  accede 
to  it. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  have  listened  with  great  in- 
tm^at  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 
He  has  approacl^d  the  subject  in  a  tone  and 
manner  properly  befitting  the  question  we  hare 
been  discussing.  The  honorable  member  has  ex- 
presfed  his  opinion  that  we  are  quite  capable  of 
dealing  with  this  matter,  and  that  by  so  doing  we 
shall  show  to  coming  statesmen  that  we  are  com- 
petent to  carry  on  our  own  affiiirs  without  refer- 
ence to  the  Home  GoTcmment.  With  regard  to 
the  correspondence  which  has  been  read  to-night 
I  cannot  conceive  anything  more  feeble  than  the 
arguments  contained  in  the  memoranda  written 
by  the  Goremment  to  the  Goremor  ;  and  if  that 
it  a  specimen  of  the  ability  we  are  to  display  to 
future  legislators  in  these  matters — if  that  is  the 
best  we  can  leave  them — it  is  a  very  poor  one  in- 
deed, and  a  very  weak  es^mple.  But  what  I  de- 
sire to  refer  to  are  the4emarks  made  before  the 
adjournment  in  reference  to  the  late  Government,  | 
and  in  reference  to  what  this  Government  are  to 
do  for  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  spoke  beyond  and  over  this  House, 
and  at  informing  the  people  what  was  to  be  ac- 
complished for  them  by  the  new  Government. 
The  honorable  meml>er  said  that  the  first  action 
cm  the  part  of  this  Government  will  be  to  free 
tiie  people  from  their  debts.  Sir,  I  ask  what  ex- 
ample, what  proof,  what  indication  have  we  that 
this  GhoTemment  are  to  do  anything  to  free  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  from  their  debt  ? 

Hon.  Mekbers. — Wait. 

Mr.  KEID. — I  understood  you.  Sir,  to  rule 
a^aintt  interruptions,  and  I  must  daim  your  pro- 
tection from  these  interruptions  of  oonorable 
members.  It  has  become,  I  was  going  to  say,  a 
standing  disgrace,  but  I  will  say  it  hat  become  a 
regular  habit  on  the  part  of  honorable  members, 
when  a  member  on  this  tide  of  the  House  rises  to 


speak,  to  make  continual  intenruptions  of  a  very 
unbecoming  character.  (No,  no.)  The  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  is  now  giving  an  example 
of  it,  Sir. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  rue  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
apprehend  you  have  already  ruled,  Sir. 

Mr.  R£II>. — I  claim  your  protection,  Sir.  Am 
I  out  of  order  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  hat 
risen  to  a  point  of  order.  I  do  not  know  yet 
what  that  point  is. 

•  Mr.  STOUT.-— The  point  is  this  :  Whether  the 
honorable  member  has  a  right  to  characterize  my 
saying  '^  No  "  as  an  interruption. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Not  to  an  expression  of  that 
sort,  unless  it  is  uttered  in  a  jeering  spirit,  when 
I  think  it  is  very  undesirable ;  but,  otherwise,  it 
is  quite  in  order.  At  the  same  time,  although  I 
did  not  hear  any  remarks  said  aside  when  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  objected  to  inter- 
ruptions, if  any  such  were  made,  and  whenever 
they  are  made,  I  say  emphatically  that  they  are 
exceedingly  wrong  and  unparliamentary,  and  I 
shall  always,  when  called  upon,  from  whatever 
side  of  the  House  they  proceed,  do  my  best  to 
put  a  stop  to  them. 

Mr.  R£)1D. — There  is  an  order  of  this  House 
that  no  member  shall  interrupt  another  during 
debate, and  I  say  that  these  "  No,  noes"  are  inter- 
ruptions during  debate  ;  and  I  say,  further,  that 
this  constant  practice  of  rising  to  order  when 
there  is  no  point  of  order  is  a  great  source  of  dis* 
order  in  this  House,  and  one  which  I  hope  will 
be  discontinued.  For  myself,  I  do  not  offend  in 
that  direction,  and  I  object  to  being  interrupted 
in  my  remarks  by  members  rising  to  order  when 
there  is  no  point  of  order.  I  was  asking,  in  what 
respect  have  we  any  indication  that  there  is  to  be 
a  diminution  of  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  brought  about  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment ?  What  is  the  first  measure  we  have  been 
informed  they  intend  to  introduce?  Why,  in- 
stead of  a  Loan  Bill  of  two  millions  we  are  to 
have  a  Loan  Bill  of  five  millions  introduced  hy 
the  present  Government.  Is  that  an  indication 
of  a  desire  to  relieve  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
from  the  debts  which  are  being  heaped  upon 
them  ?  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  works  which 
have  been  carried  out,  has  not  the  late  Govern- 
ment been  charged  witii  not  going  far  enough  in 
the  way  of  incurring  expenditure ;  and  have  we 
not  had  an  example  during  the  last  few  days  of 
the  reckless  way  in  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment allow  the  revenues  of  the  colony  to  be  voted 
at  the  dictation  of  any  private  member  who  rites 
in  his  place  here ;  and  have  they  not  agreed  to 
burdens  being  placed  on  the  revenues  of  the 
country,  and  risen  in  their  places  and  given  their 
assent  and  support  to  such  burdens  being  im- 
posed, at  the  same  time  admitting  that  they  have 
not  looked  into  the  papers  on  which  those  claims 
for  expenditure  are  bated  ?  We  had  an  instance 
of  that  not  later  than  yesterday.  Yet  in  the  face 
of  that  the  Premier  rises  and  tells  us  that  pre- 
vious burdens  have  been  recklessly  laid  on  the 
country,  and  that  this  Government  will  relieve 
the  people  from  them.  This  is  a  very  poor  indi- 
cation.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  a  very  serious  prospect 
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as  to  future  burdens  if  matters  are  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  manner  they  have  been  since  those 
gentlemen  came  on  the  Ministerial  benches. 

Sir  G-.  aREY.— I  might  be  allowed  to  rise 
to  a  personal  explanation.  There  is  no  intention 
to  ask  for  a  loan  of  five  millions.  That  sum  is 
necessary  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  country,  but  we 
do  not  propose  to  raise  it  if  we  can  make  other 
arrangements  for  a  year. 

Mr.  B£1D. — I  dispute  the  statement  that  that 
sum  is  necessary  to  pay  the  debts  of  tlie  country ; 
because  I  say  that  the  statement  of  liabilities 
brought  down  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  fore- 
stalls the  debts  of  the  country,  and  is  a  state- 
ment that  would  co?er  the  expenditure  that 
has  to  bo  voted,  and  which  sums,  though  not 
Toted  or  expended,  we  are  told  comprised  debts 
that  were  now  due.  But,  if  it  requires  five 
millions  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  country,  why 
does  not  the  honorable  gentleman  bring  down  a 
Loan  Bill  for  five  millions  for  the  purpose  ?  Does 
he  mean  to  say  he  is  going  to  bring  down  a  Loan 
Bill  and  at  the  same  time  to  leave  the  existing 
debts  unpaid  ?  The  honorable  member  is  really 
very  inconsistent  when  he  promises  to  put  the 
finances  of  the  country  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, and  at  the  same  time  to  carry  out  the 
enormous  public  works  that  the  people  have  been 
led  to  believe,  through  the  information  conveyed 
by  the  telegraph  wire  to  all  parts  of  the  country, 
the  present  Government  is  going  to  carry  out. 
Sir,  the  policy  wliich  it  talks  of  going  to  the 
country  on  is  that  of  holding  out  delusive  hopes 
to  the  people  that  public  works  will  be  carried 
out  in  a  much  more  energetic  and  expeditious 
manner  than  they  have  been  hitherto.  What 
does  that  mean  ?  It  means  an  increased  expendi- 
ture of  public  money,  and  not  a  relief  of  the 
debts  of  the  people.  The  honorable  member  must 
think  the  people  of  this  country  are  very  blind 
and  foolish  if  he  supposes  that  they  imagine  that 
the  mere  fact  of  his  presence  there  will  carry  out 
public  works  at  a  greater  rate,  and  at  the  same 
time  relieve  the  people  from  their  burdens.  If 
he  thinks  that  the  people  are  so  misguided  as 
that,  he  will  find  that  he  is  mistaken,  and  that 
they  are  as  intelligent  as  the  great  bulk  of  the 
members  of  this  Bouse,  and  as  competent  as  the 
great  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House  have 
shown  themselves  to  estimate  the  probability  of 
this  Government  carrying  out  such  a  programme 
as  they  have  indicated — ^namely,  that  of  incur- 
ring a  larger  expenditure  on  public  works,  and  at 
the  same  time  relieving  the  peopio  of  their  bur* 
dens.  Then  the  honorable  member  complains  that 
the  revenues  have  been  squandered — that  there 
have  been  large  loans.  Sir,  if  the  revenue  has 
been  spent,  if  twenty-four  million  or  twenty-five 
million  pounds  have  been  squandered,  has  it  been 
by  the  late  Government?  Has  it  been  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand  ?  Does  that 
sum  not  cover  the  whole  of  the  expenditure  that 
took  place  under  the  Provincial  Governments? 
How  much  of  that  money  was  spent  under  the 
care  of  those  institutions?  I  do  not  Bay  that 
any  of  it  has  been  squandered.  I  think  it  is 
quite  possible  that  at  the  initiation  of  the  Public 
Works  scheme  there  was  a  reckless  waste  of  the 
Mr.IUid 


public  revenue;  but  to  tell  us  that  that  ia  a 
thing  which  any  particular  Government  to-day  is 
responsible  for,  or  that  even  the  Government 
that  immediately  preceded  us  on  those  benches  is 
responsible  for  it,  is  to  attempt  to  lead  the  House 
on  a  false  scent  altogether.  Even  assuming  any 
such  fault  did  exist,  this  House  condoned  it.  I 
have  always  thought  a  great  blunder  was  com- 
mitted when,  at  the  first  initiation  of  the  Public 
Works  scheme,  the  Messrs.  Brogden  got  very  large 
contracts  without  those  contracts  having  been 
submitted  to  public  competition ;  and  that  the 
country  paid  too  highly  for  those  works.  This 
House,  however,  was  a  consenting  party ;  these 
things  were  carried  by  resolutions  in  this  House ; 
and  therefore  it  was  not  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  the  action  of  the  Assembly  itself. 
Then  we  are  told  that  the  people  have  been 
robbed  of  their  liberties  by  the  late  Government. 
The  only  illustration  of  that  which  has  been  given 
came  from  the  honorable  gentleman's  disciple 
the  honorable  member  for  Rangitikei,  and  was  to 
the  effect  that  under  the  Counties  Act  forty-five 
votes  may  be  exercised  within  a 'county  by  one 
man,  assuming  that  the  county  is  divided  into 
nine  ridings,  and  that  the  voter  has  the  maxi- 
mum of  property  in  each  riding,  which  does  nofe 
always  follow.  The  honorable  member's  objeo- 
tion  is  to  the  scale  of  voting :  he  oflTers  no  ob- 
jection to  any  person  holding  property  in  each 
riding,  no  matter  how  small  the  value,  having 
nine  votes.  Now,  if  the  honorable  member  has 
such  an  objection  to  this  system  of  plurality  of 
votes,  how  docs  it  happen  that  in  the  province 
over  which  he  presidea  for  some  time  under  the 
Road  Ordinance  the  same  system  existed  to  a 
greater  extent  than  it  does  under  the  Counties 
Act,  the  maximum  number  of  votes  being  six 
or  seven  ?  The  honorable  member  presided  over 
the  Province  of  Auckland  for  two  years,  I  think  ; 
and  why  did  he  not  take  steps  to  alter  that  ajs- 
tem,  if  it  is  so- vicious?  Why  is  it  that  we  liave 
not  heard  of  any  steps  being  taken  here  to  re- 
peal that  obnoxious  law  ?  And  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  in  that  province  it  would  take 
at  least  three  or  four  of  the  road  districts  to 
make  an  area  sufficient  to  cover  a  riding  of  any 
of  the  counties;  and  therefore,  following  oat 
the  same  system  of  voting  there,  I  contend  tliat 
within  a  riding  under  the  Road  Board  system 
as  there  carried  out  one  person  might  have  not 
forty  -  five  votes,  but  probably  ninety  votes.  If 
that  is  the  only  instance  that  can  be  given  to  us 
of  how  the  people  have  lost  their  liberties — and 
that  Act  was  only  passed  last  year — I  think  the 
people  will  survive  it.  I  believe  that  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman  puts  this  question  to  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  he  will  find  that  they  recog- 
nize the  justice  of  allowing  those  who  have  to 
bear  the  greater  burden  of  rates  to  h«ve  the 
greater  voice  in  the  election  of  the  representa- 
tives at  these  County  Councils.  The  least  said 
about  the  loss  of  the  people's  liberties  in  this 
respect  the  better.  Following  out  the  theory  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  this  is  what  we  should 
have:  We  should  have  those  who  do  not  pay 
the  rates  imposing  burdens  upon  those  who  do, 
and  deciding  what  works  should  be  carried  out 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.1 


Privilege. 


[HOUSE.] 


Privilege. 


93 


wltl\  the  means  tbej  did  not  provide.  That  is 
%  sjslem  which,  I  venture  to  think,  will  not  com- 
mend itself  to  the  good  sense  of  the  electorate 
of  this  colony  nor  to  the  members  of  this  House. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  believes  that  the 
people  have  lost  their  liberlies  in  this  respect, 
let  him  bring  down  a  clause  to  amend  the 
Counties  Act  in  regard  to  the  plurality  of  voting, 
and  let  him  thus  give  proof  of  his  desire  to 
re:?oue  the  people  and  regain  for  them  their  lil>er- 
tiea,  and  not  stand  up  here  and  harangue  in 
emptjr  declamation  about  the  liberties  of  the 
pe<n>ie,  while  he  does  not  move  his  little  finger  on 
their  behalf.  The  honorable  member  has  told  us 
that  the  taxation  has  not  been  taken  off.  What 
action  is  he  taking  now  to  take  oCT  taxation  from 
the  people  of  the  colony  ?  When  sitting  on  these 
benches  he  said  that  he  could  retire  into  a  back 
nx>m  and  in  one  short  half- hour  bring  forward  a 
BC^me  whereby  the  taxation  of  the  country  would 
be  altogether  revised,  its  incidence  altered,  the 
working-men  be  relieved  from  oppression,  every 
one  treated  fairly,  and  the  rich  men  be  taxed  in 
proportion  to  their  wealth,  and  in  such  a  way  as 
to  break  np  the  large  estates.  The  honorable 
member  wished  to  have  a  system  of  taxation  that 
was  to  break  np  the  large  estates— that  was  to 
make  each  pay  in  proportion  to  his  means,  to 
pay  progressively  according  to  his  estate.  If  that 
were  so,  and  if  the  people  of  the  colony  were 
rafli^ring  as  he  told  us,  why  has  he  not  brought 
forward  this  proposal  ?  He  has  now  been  nearly 
four  weeks  in  office ;  and  surely,  if  half  an  hour 
was  enough  for  his  predecessors  to  prepare  a 
seheme  to  do  justice,  why  does  he  not  now  bring 
in  a  measure  to  do  justice  P 

Sir  O.  GBET.  ~  If  a  dissolution  is  granted, 
and  the  people  return  members  who  will  support 
it,  I  will  bring  down  such  a  scheme  at  once. 

Mr.  BEID.  —  The  honorable  gentleman  re- 
qaired  his  predecessors  to  do  it  without  a  disso- 
lution. The  honorable  member  has  not  eren 
sketched  forth  a  scheme  whereby  it  can  be  done. 
Before  a  dissolution  he  ought  to  show  us  how  it 
can  be  done.  He  told  us  of  great  schemes  in  his 
mind.  I  have  heard  such  schemes  year  after 
year,  but  I  have  looked  for  their  realization  in 
Tain.  I  regard  all  this  as  barren  talk,  promis- 
ing everything  for  everybody  at  the  expense  of 
nobody.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  no  fair 
provision  has  been  mode  in  past  years  for  dealing 
with  the  pubUc  lands.  What  provision  did  he 
assist  to  make  during  last  year  when  the  question 
of  dealing  with  the  public  lands  was  before  us  ? 
Did  he  then  assist  to  carry  a  measure  dealing 
with  the  lands  in  a  very  liberal  manner,  or  did  he 
imn  a  faction  to  prevent  the  Bill  passing  through  ? 
Did  he  not,  instead  of  assisting  to  pass  it,  sup- 
port a  proposition  that  it  should  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months  P  If  he  was  so  zealous 
in  dealing  with  the  public  lands,  why  has  he  not, 
being  in  a  position  where  he  has  the  power  to  do 
•o,  poshed  on  the  Bill  now  in  our  hands,  which 
vaght  be  passed  in  twenty-four  hmirs  and  sent 
to  the  Upper  House,  so  that  it  might  have  a 
chance  of  becoming  law  during  the  present  ses- 
Ron?  The  reasons  given  for  the  postponement 
of  that  Bill  were  most  lame  and  impotent,  and 


confirmed  me  in  the  belief  that  honorable  mem- 
bers were  not  so  anxious  as  regards  making  a 
liberal  provision  for  dealing  with  the  lands  as 
for  the  retention  of  their  seats.  The  reason 
given  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  for  not  pro- 
ceeding with  the  Land  Bill  was  that  certain  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Boards  had  sent  in  suggestions, 
which  ho  had  not  had  time  to  consider.  Those 
suggestions  were  in  the  office  before  I  left  office, 
and  were  considered  by  myself,  and  some  of  them 
adopted  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  Most 
of  them  Imd  been  introduced  into  the  Bill.  It 
certainly  would  not  take  the  Native  Minister  more 
than  an  hour  or  two  to  go  through  the  whole  of 
those  suggestions  and  make  whatever  alterations 
were  required.  It  was  simply  a  pretext  for  put- 
ting back  the  Bill  and  keeping  it  hung  up  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  indication  given  by  the  Honorable 
gentleman  of  a  threat  against  the  Canterbury 
members.  He  said  he  would  consider  their  case  in 
a  fair  spirit — that  he  could  not  say  what  would 
be  done,  but  that  he  would  do  what  was  right  to 
the  country  and  fair  to  the  people  of  Canterbury. 
I  might  contrast  the  action  taken  by  the  honor- 
able member— if  he  is  so  sincere  in  the  matter — 
with  the  action  taken  in  1872.  In  1872  I  had 
the  fortune  or  misfortune  to  be  in  office  for  about 
the  same  period  of  time  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  been.  Did  I  drop  the  Land  Bill  under 
my  charge  P  I  took  advantage  of  being  in  the 
Government  in  order  to  press  it  forward  and  pass 
it  through ;  and  if  the  honorable  meml>er  were  as 
sincere  as  I  was  he  would  take  that  course  in 
regard  to  this  Bill.  I  must  say  it.  is  the  greatest 
source  of  regret  to  me  that  the  late  (Government 
did  not  remain  in  office  one  or  two  days  longer, 
in  order  that  I  might  have  passed  the  Iiand  Bill 
through  the  House,  so  that  it  could  have  been 
sent  forward  to  the  other  Chamber.  The  Native 
Minister  assured  us  that  all  the  Bills  would  be 
carried  through  next  week.  I  fear  there  is  very 
little  prospect  of  the  Land  Bill  being  carried 
through  this  session.  We  cannot  expect  that 
Bill,  which  has  been  before  us  for  three  months, 
to  pass  through  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  a  few  days.  When  the  honorable  gentle- 
man told  us  that  Parliament  might  be  pro- 
rogued at  the  end  of  next  week,  he  either  did 
not  think  seriously  of  what  he  was  saying  or  he 
himself  had  no  belief  in  the  statement  which  he 
was  making.  The  honorable  gentleman  talked 
about  the  people  being  bound  in  chains.  There 
is  no  freer  people  under  the  sun  than  the  people 
of  New  Zealand ;  and  long  be  it  so.  Any  a<ition 
I  can  ever  take  in  this  and  any  party  I  act  with 
will  never  be  in  the  direction  of  rivetting  chains 
on  the  people.  If  they  were  bound  with  chains 
or  fetters  1  should  be  the  first  to  strike  them 
off.  To  say  that,  because  you  give  pluraUty  of 
votes  according  to  the  rates  a  person  pays, — which 
may  fall  on  one  man  to-day  and  on  another,  the 
poorest  in  the  country,  the  next  day, — to  say  that 
by  BO  doing  you  are  binding  chains  on  the  people 
is  a  very  great  stretch  of  language,  and  is 
using  the  words  in  a  sense  that  cannot  be  at 
all  defended.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  said 
that  there  are  very  few  members  in  this  House 
who  have  considered    the    changes    which  the 
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country  lias  undergone.  I  scarcely  think  tliat 
that  is  80.  I  think  that  most  members  of  the 
Houee  have  considered  the  changes  which  the 
Constitution  has  undergone;  but  there  is  very 
little  use  indeed  in  harking  back  to  the  changes 
which  the  country  has  undergone.  When  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  on  the  other  side  of  tlie 
House  he  always  kept  telling  us  of  those  changes 
and  condemning  them,  and  all  sorts  of  reproaches 
were  hurled  against  myself  because  I  could  not 
lee  the  propriety  of  harping  upon  an  old  theme 
long  since  past  and  gone.  I  recognized  tliat  the 
time  had  come  when  it  behoved  the  public  jaew 
of  this  countiy  to  do  all  they  could  in  shaping 
the  institutions  that  were  to  follow  those  that 
were  gone.  I  had  expected,  wlien  the  honorable 
gentleman  came  to  sit  on  the  Oovemment  benches, 
that  his  first  act  would  be  to  reinstate  tlie  old 
STstem,  but  what  was  my  surprise  when  I  found 
that,  in  the  first  statement  the  honorable  gentle- 
man made,  he  out-Heroded  Herod  in  centraliza- 
tion !  He  told  us  that,  by  grasping  still  further 
in  the  hands  of  a  strong  central  Government  the 
various  institutions  that  had  been  left  in  exist- 
ence, the  departments  that  had  been  left  in  the 
provinces  by  the  late  Government  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  people,  still  further  reduction 
might  be  made  in  the  public  expenditure.  I  think 
tliat  it  would  be  more  creditable  to  the  honor- 
able member  if  his  language  occaaionally  were  less 
ambiguous.  Whether  that  sentence  was  carefully 
planned  or  not-,  it  is  one  which  the  honorable 
member  or  any  one  else  might  interpret  in  two 
ways.  It  either  means  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber believes  in  one  strong  central  Government, 
and  thus  in  a  reduction  of  expenditure,  or  that  he 
would  rather  have  more  Governments  than  one  ; 
but,  if  that  is  so,  he  cannot  reduce  the  eipenditure. 
If  he  means  it  in  the  latter  light,  then  I  say  he 
has  wrongly  led  the  people  of  the  country  and  the 
House  to  believe  that  there  is  to  be  a  reduction 
in  the  expenditure.  But  the  whole  point  dwelt 
upon  in  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member  was 
that  there  was  to  be  a  reduction  in  the  expend i- 
tare,  and  therefore  he  necessarily  impliea  that 
there  was  to  be  only  one  central  Government, 
and  that  he  had  thrown  aside  all  his  provincial 
ideas ;  and  when  be  is  on  those  benches  we  find 
that  all  those  ideas  he  had  fought  for  so  long  are 
thrown  behind  him,  and  he  out-Herods  Herod 
in  his  centralization.  Then,  what  is  the  use  of 
telling  us  now  that  the  provinces  elected  their 
Governors  and  had  the  power  of  making  their 
own  laws  P  It  is  very  little  iise  indeed  to  tell  us 
what  the  provinces  had  the  power  of  doing.  He 
does  not  ask  us  to  reinstate  those  institutions, 
and  therefore  it  is  no  use  to  tell  us  what  the  pro- 
vinces bdd  the  power  of  doing.  The  provinces 
lost  those  powers  by  a  clear  majority  of  the 
House,  after  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  the 
colony  ;  and,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  adheres 
still  to  the  views  he  then  held,  why  does  he  hark 
back  in  this  wa^,  after  telling  us  a  few  days  ago 
that  centralization  bad  not  been  carried  as  far  as 
it  ought  to  be  in  order  to  secure  economy  in 
administration  ?  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
foUovi?  up  this  subject  further  at  present,  al- 
though I  could  not  help  pointing  out  some  of 
Mr.Reid 


the  inconsistencies  in  his  remarks.  The  honor- 
able  member  told  us  a  few  days  ago  that  his 
was  not  an  enviable  position,  and  in  that  I  quite 
agree  with  him.  I  say  that  a  position  acquired, 
as  his  has  been,  by  delusive  pij^mises  held  out 
to  honorable  members,  misleading  promises  to 
honorable  gentlemen  who  openly  protested,  al- 
though now  his  supporters,  that  they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  any  Gbvemment  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  is  not  an  enviable  one.  Those 
honorable  gentlemen  declared  that  they  would 
take  no  part  in  any  no-confidence  motion  if  the 
present  Premier  had  a  share  in  it.  A  position 
acquired  in  that  way,  and  maintained  in  the  way 
it  is  now  maintained,  is  one  which  is  not  envi- 
able, but  utterly  pitiable.  Was  it  not  paraded 
throughout  the  colony,  immediately  after  the  divi- 
sion, that,  owing  to  the  clever  manipulfttion  of 
the  whips,  the  division  had  been  taken  at  the 
right  time  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.— May  I  be  allowed  to  make  a 
personal  explanation  P  I  did  not  make  promises 
to  any  honorable  member,  and  was  not  a  party  to 
any  delusive  promises. 

Mr.  BEID.— I  am  quite  sure  of  that.  I  did 
not  charge  the  honorable  member  with  doing 
so ;  but  his  position  was  secured  owing  to  those 
promises  having  been  made.  He  is  too  wise  to 
do  such  a  thing  himself,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  b« 
able  to  say  that  I  believe  he  is  above  it.  But,  as 
these  promiees  were  made  on  his  behalf,  he  ought 
to  have  been  aware  of  the  fact,  and  ought  to  have 
had  sufficient  influence  to  put  a  stop  to  them. 
The  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Travers)  himself  told  us  that,  only  forty-eight 
hours  before  the  honorable  gentleman  was  made 
Premier,  an  assurance  was  given  that  the  present 
Premier  was  not  to  be  in  the  Government  at  alL 
The  honorable  gentleman  must  see  that  if  he  does 
not  himself  give  these  assurances  they  are  giren 
by  others.  I  quite  agree  that  the  honorable 
gentleman's  position  cannot  be  an  enviable  one. 
The  honorable  gentleman,  up  to  the  last  day  of 
leaving  the  Opposition  benches,  declaimed  against 
the  Government  for  centralization  ;  and  the  first 
time  he  took  his  place  on  the  Treasury  benolies 
he  told  us  he  intended  to  still  further  centralize. 
It  is  not  creditable  to  an  honorable  gentleman 
who  is  in  a  minority  in  this  House  to  Bay  he  will 
stand  up  for  the  rights  of  the  people  and  the 
rights  of  the  Constitution,  while  he  sets  at  de- 
fiance all  constitutional  law  and  all  constitutional 
precedents  by  retaining  the  reins  of  government 
in  defiance  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  saying  he  will  not  allow  the  question  to 
be  decided  as  to  whether  he  is  there  as  a  con- 
stitutional representative  or  not.  Sir,  I  say 
that  that  is  a  position  which  does  not  well 
become  the  honorable  member.  That  is  not  an 
enviable  position  for  him  to  occupy,  and  I  am 
sure  that  I  do  not  envy  him  his  position  in  the 
slightest  degree.  Bather  than  submit  to  be  in 
such  a  position  I  would  not  only  retire  from  this 
House,  but  I  would  retire  into  the  utmost  ob- 
scurity. I  should  be  content  to  spend  the  whole 
of  my  life  in  the  utmost  obscurity  rather  than 
submit  to  be  in  the  humiliating  posiJLion  iji  which 
he  is  placed.    That  is  not  carrying  out  the  will  or 
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denie  of  ibe  people  of  this  country.  This  House 
is  the  representatiTe  of  tlie  whole  people  of  this 
country,  and  it  is  useless  to  say  that  we  are  not 
the  representatives  of  the  people  here.  The  posi- 
tion lie  has  taken  up  is  one  not  in  accordance 
with  the  dignity  of  this  Parliament,  and  it  is  not 
creditable  to  any  honorable  member,  especially 
lo  honorable  members  occupying  the  Govemraent 
benches.  I  will  not  say  more  on  this  subject 
than  this :  The  position  of  the  honorable  member 
is  on©  that  b  truly  unenviable.  I  should  like  to 
see  him  take  up  a  position  which  would  be  more 
creditable  to  himself  and  more  dignified  towards 
this  House.  He  should  not  countenance  any 
further  waste  of  the  public  time,  any  speaking 
against  time,  as  has  been  pursued  by  honorable 
members  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House 
the  whole  of  this  afternoon.  It  was  patent  to 
me  that  the  discussions  which  took  place  this 
afternoon  haye  been  avowedly  with  the  view  of 
ataving  off  a  motion  which  is  now  upon  the 
Order  Paper,  llie  discussions  which  took  place 
two  weeks  ago  were  pursued  by  honorable  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House,  not  i^ith  the 
Tiew  of  meeting  any  arguments  adduced,  but 
aimply  for  the  purpose  of  protracting  the  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  the  question  now  before  the 
House  was  brought  up  by  honorable  members 
with  the  view  of  still  further  protracting  the 
proceedings.  The  last  time  this  matter  came 
oefore  us  it  was  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  House  to  consider  the  great  con- 
stitutional question  ;  but  the  next  day  that  con- 
stitutional question  was  shelved,  in  order  that 
a  snatoh  vote  might  be  taken  on  a  division, 
because  they  had  all  their  forces  then  at  their 
command  and  were  ready  to  snatch  a  Toto. 
That  is  the  way  in  which  the  proceedings  have 
been  carried  on.  It  has  simply  been  a  waste 
of  time.  The  Government  can  think  of  trying 
to  carrr  on  the  business  of  the  country  knowing 
that  they  are  in  a  minority.  That  must  of 
necessity  lead  to  a  waste  of  time.  The  govern- 
ment is  not  carried  on  by  fair  Parliamentary 
means,  but  by  tactics  that  would  be  disgraceful 
to  the  meanest  Boad  Board  in  the  country — 
tactics  which  no  member  of  any  Boad  Board 
would  pursue.  This  is  not  a  Parliamentary 
system  that  is  being  pursued;  it  is  a  system  of 
speaking  against  time  and  of  taking  an  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  a  division  when  the  opportunity 
oflbrs.  Honorable  members  do  not  deny  it. 
They  tell  us  that  they  will  not  allow  the  busi- 
nera  to  go  forward  —  that  they  will  weary  out 
members  of  this  House,  and  by  that  means  secure 
the  Government  in  tiding  over  the  session,  to  get 
members  to  go  about  their  business,  and  have 
the  recess  to  do  as  they  like.  When  honorable 
members  on  this  side  were  in  ofBce  nil  their 
actions  were  done  from  discreditable  motives. 
When  those  honorable  members  themselves  get 
into  office  their  action  is  the  purest  patriotism 
on  their  part.  They  do  nothing  from  any  sordid 
motives :  but  their  opponents  are  the  most  sor- 
did men  on  earth.  Their  opponents  do  every- 
thing that  is  bad.  Those  honorable  gentlemen 
oondnct  the  procseedines  in  a  proper  Parliamen- 
tary manner^  although  determined  to  cling  to 


office  when  in  a  minority ;  but  their  opponents 
are  not  guided  by  any  good  motives  what- 
ever—  their  only  object  was  to  stick  to  those 
benches  regardless  of  the  public  weal.  The 
honorable  member  throws  a  halo  of  virtue  around 
his  colleagues  ;  he  has  taken  that  position  solely 
from  a  sense  of  public  duty  regardless  of  his  own  * 
ease.  "  Does  any  one  think  that  I  came  here  of 
my  own  desire — that  it  is  not  in  a  true  public 
spirit  and  for  the  interest  of  the  public  that  I  am 
here  ?  Perish  the  thought.  That  is  not  the  rea- 
son I  am  here ;  my  reason  for  being  here  is  that 
I  may  do  good  to  the  country.  Everything 
that  is  patriotic,  pure,  and  noble,  everything  that 
is  high  and  exalted,  is  attributed  to  him  and  his 
colleagues;  but  the  motives  of  every  one  who 
happens  to  differ  from  him  are  of  the  most  ignoble 
and  impure  character.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's motives  ore  so  pure,  if  he  desires  to  uphold 
true  constitutional  and  Parliamentary  principles, 
let  him  discontinue  conduct  that  will  do  more  to 
destroy  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand,  and  to 
lower  it  in  the  estimation  of  ourselves  and 
those  who  may  come  after  us,  than  thousands  of 
these  memoranda  that  have  passed  between  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  and  nis  Responsible  Ad- 
visers. These  things  are  as  dust  in  the  balance 
as  compared  with  the  honor  and  the  dignity  of 
our  own  proceedings  here.  It  becomes  the  honor- 
able member  to  set  us  a  good  example  in  that 
respect.  If  he  is  imbued  with  such  high  and 
exalted  motives,  let  him  set  an  example  that  will 
have  a  good  effect  upon  ourselves  and  those  who 
follow  after  us,  and  not  adopt  a  course  that  will 
tend  to  undei*mine  and  destroy  our  constitutional 
system.  I  will  not  follow  tlie  matter  any  further. 
I  hope  that  we  shall  come  to  a  decision  on  this 
matter  soon— that  the  honorable  member  will 
not  jpersist  in  following  a  course  that  cannot 
redound  to  his  own  credit,  and  which  I  am  sure 
will  have  a  more  serious  effect  on  the  future 
Parliamentary  action  of  this  Assembly  than  these 
trifling  pointa  of  order  and  points  of  privilege 
which  have  been  so  often  raised  during  the  pre- 
sent session. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— We  have  heard  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  at  his  best.  I 
think  both  sides  of  the  House  have  enjoved  the 
rigorous  and  racy  language  in  which  he  has 
expressed  his  long-pent-up  feelings  and  unbur- 
dened his  bosom  to  the  House.  He  has  been 
told  to  keep  quiet  lately,  and  it  has  gone  very 
hard  with  him.  At  last  he  has  been  brought  to 
the  birth,  and  he  is  sofely  delivered.  The  honor- 
able member  has  yentured  to  say  that  the  Hon. 
the  Premier  should  retire  to  that  obscurity  which 
is  so  congenial  to  him 

Mr.  REID. — No,  pafdon  me ;  I  did  not  say 
that  the  Premier  should  retire  to  the  obscurity 
which  is  so  congenial  to  him. 

Mr.  DE  LAIFTOUR.— I  was  comine  to  that 
in  another  way.  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri  that  he  has  an  eicflleut 
chance  of  being  enabled  very  shortly  to  retire  to 
the  obscurity  which  he  so  longs  fbr.  Every  one 
of  us  who  have  watehed  the  history  of  the 
colony  is  aware  of  the  great  duties  which  the 
honorable    gentleman    hM    performed    to    this 
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couiitrj — of  those  heroic  works  of  colonization 
which  he  has  performed — of  the  giant  equattism 
which  he  has  demolislied — and  we  know  that  all 
these  things  would  not  have  heen  done  had  he 
not  heen  dragged  with  reluctance  from  the 
plough.  It  was  well  for  the  colony  that  he  was 
impelled  to  do  so,  otherwise  his  amhition  would 
never  have  led  him  to  soar  so  high.  It  was  utterly 
false,  as  we  all  know,  that  the  honorahle  member 
was,  six  or  nine  months  ago,  kept  in  expectation. 
The  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands ;  the  Minister 
for  Lands — which  was  it  t  o  be  ?  He  became  Minis- 
ter for  Lands,  and  damaged  his  political  reputa- 
tion  and  deserted  his  party.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  no  ambition,  and  happy  will  it  be  for 
him,  and  happy  will  it  be  for  those  who  disbe- 
lieve in  him,  when  he  returns  to  the  obscurity  he 
desires.  We  have  heard  again  to-night  more  of 
those  verbal  criticisms  of  the  Hon.  the  Premier's 
speeches  in  this  House  since  he  has  occupied  that 
position.  Member  after  member  who  attacked 
nim  with  any  force  at  all  has  been  entirely 
open  to  tliis  verbal  criticism.  .We  have  had 
these  criticisms  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Totara,  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City,  and  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri, 
ftll  able  and  accomplished  speakers  in  this  House; 
and  the  whole  burden  of  their  song  has  been  these 
verbal  criticisms;  and  yet,  supposing  they  were 
truf*,  what  did  it  all  amount  to  r  That  when  the 
honorable  member,  whom  we,  at  any  rate,  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  are  not  ashamed  to  call  a 
statesman,  sets  up  in  this  House  and  does  not 
read  printed  documents  to  it,  but  speaks  his 
sentiments  and  opinions  in  speeches  of  eloquence 
that  cannot  be  surpassed,  and  when  those  speeches 
have  been  reported  and  printed  they  may  possibly 
show  a  loophole  for  verbal  criticism.  j3ut  what 
have  been  the  wretched  specimens  of  speeches  wo 
have  heard  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  this  House !  A  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment gets  up  and  reads  a  speech  or  a  document 
that  has  been  prepared  perhaps  by  auditors,  or  by 
some  of  the  clerks  for  aught  I  know,  and  it  would 
be  no  wonder  if  rerbal  criticism  recoiled  against 
such  printed  statements  But  the  free  speech 
made  on  the  floor  of  the  House  ;  the  free  speech, 
eloquent  with  burning  tongue,  speeches  to  the 
country  without  the  aid  of  printers*  ink — if  verbal 
criticisms  are  attempted  in  reference  to  such 
speeches,  and  with  success  only  in  one  case  where 
there  undoubtedly  is  a  double  meaning,  such 
speeches  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  orator  who 
oeliTers  them.  Tiie  honorable  member  has  been 
taunted  again  to-night.  The  same  charges  have 
been  made,  but  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  gives  them  more  point  and  force;  yet  it 
is  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again.  The 
honorable  member  has  been  taunted,  and  ai>ked 
why  did  he  not,  immediately  he  reached  those 
benches,  reinstate  the  provinces?  I  think  the 
honorable  members  who  make  that  taunt  fail  to 
apprehend  the  subtle  difference  which  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  speech  of  the  Premier — the  differ- 
ence be!  ween  a  statesman  and  a  State  quack.  Sir, 
the  quack  would  only  exalt  himself.  His  action 
would  be :  I  have  said  this,  I  have  always  done 
this,  and  now  I  am  in  power  I  will  force  my 
Mr.  De  Lautour 


views  on  the  country,  willing  or  unwilling.  But 
the  statesman,  whilst  he  does  not  disguise  his 
views,  waits  and  takes  his  cue  from  the  political 
instincts  of  the  people,  and  in  deference  to  them 
carries  out  their  will ;  the  quack,  on  the  other 
hand,  carries  out  his  own  views.  If  there  is 
a  difference  between  gentlemen  and  gentlemen, 
there  is  also  a  difference  between  statesmen  and 
statesmen,  and,  until  that  lesson  is  learnt,  even 
those  honorable  members  sitting  on  that  side  of 
the  House,  who  from  their  age  and  position 
ought  to  be  respected  by  all  young  men  in  this 
House — until  ttiey  recognize  that  difference  they 
cannot  claim  from  us  that  respect  which,  per- 
haps, their  position  ought  to  insure  for  them. 
The  honorable  member  taunts  the  honorable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Gk>vernment  for 
using  the  word  '*  chains,"  knowins  that  the  ex- 
pression was  but  figurative.  But  let  me  (ell  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  he  will  yerj  soon  learn 
that  the  people  will  not  trust  themselves  to  those 
who  are  overburdened  with  anxiety  to  get  over- 
wealthy  quickly,  and  that  they  will  fr^  them- 
selves from  such  chains.  The  people  of  New 
2iealand  will  very  soon  find  that  the  process  has 
begun  of  a  liberality  to  which  the  word  "  chains" 
cannot  be  applied.  I  cannot  comprehend  what 
chain  that  was  ever  forged  would  hold  that 
honorable  gentleman  if  his  instincts  led  him  to 
go  one  way  and  his  duty  to  his  country  led  him  to 
go  another.  We  have  had  this  wretched  cant 
about  this  Land  Bill.  Is  the  honorable  member 
not  ashamed  to  force  himself  and  his  Land  Bill 
on  the  House — that  consolidating  measure  which 
everybody  has  decided  was  absolutely  necessarj 
long  ago  P  If  this  House  had  the  experience  of 
the  land  administration  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  I  have  had,  I  think  he  would  vaunt  him- 
self and  his  precious  Land  Bill  a  little  less  often 
in  this  House.  The  land  demagogue  of  Otago ! 
There  are  others  who  are  equally  favourable  to  a 
popular  land  law  with  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri.  If  there  is  one  honorable  member  of 
this  House  who,  more  than  another,  lias  sold  the 
people  with  respect  to  the  land,  and  played  the 
game  of  the  squatters,  it  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri.  Time  after  time  has  he  played 
their  game ;  and  whenever  they  wanted  to  make 
use  of  him  they  put  him  into  power,  knowing 
that  through  his  weakness,  his  ambition,  and 
that  stroking  down  the  back  to  which  he  is  so 
amenable,  they  could  set  all  they  wanted.  Talk 
about  Sir  Julius  Yogel  playing  into  the  hands 
of  the  runholders,  why  it  was  nothing  to  that 
of  his  former  bitter  political  opponent  and  now 
quasi  master,  the  honorable  member  for  the  TaierL 
He  could  not  even  spare  us  to-night  that  little 
allusion  to  another  piece  of  his  legislation — the 
Settlements  Works  Advances  Bill.  I  believe  it 
was  my  vote  that  saved  his  Bill;  and  yet  he 
taunted  the  Premier  and  his  party  with  having 
thrown  it  out  by  voting  that  it  siiould  be  read 
a  second  time  at  six  months'  interval,  and  there- 
by deprived  the  colony  of  a  measure  which  was 
in  the  direction  of  settling  the  land.  "The 
honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  should  have  at  once  sketched  out  a  scheme 
by  which  all  those  liberal  measures  which  he  has 
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painted  to  the  House  at  different  times  should  be 
giTen  effect  to."    That  is  the  cry.    Some  honor- 
able members  in  this  House  cannot  even  de?ise, 
much  less  execute ;  yet  an  honorable  gentleman 
who  can  devise,  and  who,  if  he  has  time,   can 
execute,  as  he  haa  executed  before,  is  told  that  it 
is  a  crime  in  him  not  to  have  executed  in  a  mo- 
ment that  which  they  have  not  been   able   to 
defite  during  many  years'  trial.     Then  there  is 
thai  other  little  bit  oi  clap- trap  about  retiring  for 
ten  minutes  and  returning  with  a  new  scheme 
d  taxation,  and  of  bunting  up  the  large  landed 
eitates.    Every  honorable  member  must  be  as 
well  aware  as  I  am  that  it  was  the  late  occupants 
of  the  Treasury  benches  who  suddenly  became 
oonrerted  to  the  necessity  for  a  new  system  of 
taxation,  suddenly  impressed  with  the  uttermost 
willingness  to  impose  burdens  in  an   equitable 
way  upon  the  people.    It  was  they,  with  the  full 
power  of  their  offices,  with  their  officers  under 
their  control,  and  every  paper  easy  of  access  to 
them,  who,  when  they  made  those  promises  of 
what  they  would  do,  might  at  least  have  had  a 
Bill  dealing  with   a   property  and  income   tax 
drafted  and  brought  down  in  a  very  short  time. 
It  is  a  very  different  thing  drafting  a  Bill  to  deal 
with  a  property  and  income  tax,  and  bringing  it 
down,  m>m  treating  it  in  detail  and  seeing  that 
ereiT  point  fits.     There  is  nothing  in  that  taunt. 
Then  we  are  told  that  the  honorable  gentlemen 
on  those  benches  have  committed  a  great  crime 
because,  having   been   four  weeks  in  office,  and 
having  during  the  greater  part  of  that  time  been 
oUiged  to  fiBwe  a  virulent  Opposition,  they  have 
not  been  able   to  devise  a  policy.    I  and  my 
friends  thought  when  we  were  in  opposition  that 
we  did  know  something;  but  we  must  cive  the 
palm  to  those   honorable  gentlemen.      And  yet 
the  Gorenuneixt   are  accused  of  a  great  crime 
becaase  they  have  not  brought  down  their  policy, 
although  duriD||  three  weeks  out  of  the  four  that 
they  have  been  in  office  they  have  had  to  fight  at 
the  point  of  tlie  bayonet,  as  it  were,  with  those 
who  are  now  in  opposition,  and  although,  as  I 
am  informed,  every  obstacle  has  been  ti^wn  in 
thdr  way  by  a  few  of  their  officers,  and  not  the 
slightest  assistancegiveu  to  them  by  those  whom 
they  sooceeded.     We  have  heard  in  other  coun- 
tries of  the  oatgoing  Ministers  being  amenable  to 
the  ordinary  rules  of  courtesy.     We  have  heard 
of  their  saying  to  those  who  succeeded  them, 
"  You  win  find  many  and  many  a  difficult  thing 
we  have  been  trying  to  unravel — ^many  a  scheme 
for  the  good  of  the  people  the  threads  of  which 
must  be  in  our  minds.     We  proffer  you  every 
advice  and  assistance  we  c  in,  and  you  shall  have 
that  loyally  until  you  see  whether  you  can  do 
better  than  we  have  been  able  to  do."    We  have 
heard  of  such  things :  indeed,  some  of  us  have 
dreamed  that  they  are  the  rule.    But  what  do  we 
find  now  ?     A  ''  kettledrum"  held  in  the  GK>vem- 
nifint  offices,  and  every  paper  burnt  not  absolutely 
a  record  that  could  be  of  any  use  j  while  there  was 
a  tacit  refusal  to  render  any  possible  assistance. 
Mr,  McLEAN.— No. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— The  late  Commissioner 
of  Customs  says  it  is  not  correct.  I  did  not 
aceuae  bim  of  having  any  information  to  give. 
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No  one  can  accuse  him  of  that.  Then  we  had 
another  statement  from  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri,  that,  forsooth,  the  offence  of  his  im- 
mediate predecessors  was  a  very  great  squander- 
ing of  money,  besides  their  position  with  regard 
to  the  letting  of  railway  contracts ;  but  all  that 
was  condoned.  I  suppose  it  was  condoned  on  bis 
accession  to  office.  I  think,  however,  that  a 
greater  accession  than  his  fiuled  to  condone  it. 
Even  that  little  waiver  of  political  precedence 
last  year  failed ;  and  it  is  not  condoned  to  this 
day.  We  are  told  that  the  Assembly  condoned 
it ;  but  I  say  the  Assembly  is  the  servant  of  the 
people.  It  received  a  trust,  and  has  not  given 
«tn  account  of  it  j  but  it  will  very  shortly  have  to 
do  so,  and  then  honorable  memoers  wiU  have  to 
account  on  the  hustings  for  their  action.  It  will 
then  be  seen  whether  past  offences  have  been  con- 
doned because,  owing  to  fortuitous  circumstances, 
a  majority  of  the  !m>use  craves  after  that  which 
destroys  the  real  life  of  Parliament — a  continual 
coalition  of  parties  in  office.  The  honorable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  G-overnment  was 
further  accused  of  speaking  over  this  House  to 
the  people.  I  can  understand  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri,  who  would  create  a  fifth 
of  a  man  or  a  tenth  of  a  man,  if  he  had  his  way, 
so  long  as  property,  which  is  all  in  all  to  him,  is 
safe,  dreading  that  any  voice  in  this  House  should 
reach  the  people  of  the  country.  I  have  always 
maintained  that  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  is  in  his  proper  place  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  There  is  no  honorable  member  here 
whose  instincts  are  so  conservative  as  those  of 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri.  Like  all 
self  -  made  men,  he  is  proud  of  being  so,  and 
despises  those  with  whom  he  was  once  on  a 
level.  It  is  the  curse  of  advancement  that  those 
who  advance  by  their  own  exertions  despise 
those  from  whom  they  have  advanced.  The 
late  Lord  Derby  was  considered  to  be  a  most  con- 
servative man,  but  he  never  came  near  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Taieri  as  to  what  should 
be  the  rule  in  this  colony.  Lord  Derby  looked 
forward  to  a  time  when  the  colonies  should  rise 
in  friendly  rivalry  with  the  United  States ;  when, 
freed  from  the  fetters  which  bound  them  in  the 
old  country,  freed  from  the  vested  rights  which 
hampered  them  on  all  sides  and  made  them  less 
important  than  they  should  have  been,  these 
young  colonies  might  begin  de  novo,  as  he  called 
it,  and  strike  out  a  fresh  path,  unfettered  by  old 
prejudices,  in  fiiendly  rivalry  with  the  United 
States.  That  sounds  well,  but  it  would  not  at  all 
suit  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri.  I  am 
glad  to  see  him  on  that  side  of  the  House.  We 
are  gradually  getting  the  House  dirided,  and  in  a 
short  time  there  will  be  no  question  as  to  what  is 
a  party  and  what  is  the  line  to  be  drawn  to  dis- 
tinguish parties.  There  will  be  so  marked  a  divi- 
sion that  he  who  oversteps  the  line,  who  votes  in 
one  way  one  day  and  tne  next  day  in  another, 
will  never,  after  his  first  appeal  to  the  tribunal 
which  placed  him  here,  have  an  opportunity  of 
again  abusine  his  trust.  The  question  before  the 
House,  which  I  confess  I  have  strayed  very  far 
from  in  following  the  honorable  gentleman,  de- 
serves a  little  more  comment  than  it  has  yet 
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receired)  and,  wearj  as  the  House  is,  I  cannot 
feel  that  I  should  be  justified  in  not  laying  before 
honorable  members,  feeblj  as  I  am  able  to  do  so, 
my  Tiew  of  the  subject.  Sir,  the  taunt  which  we 
find  in  the  papers  that  were  read  to  us  to*daj, 
the  taunt  that  nas  come  up  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House  at  eyerj  turn,  and  the  kej-note  of 
which,  even  before  these  papers  were  produced, 
was  rung  by  the  Jionorable  member  for  Avon, 
has  been,  "  Why  did  not  Ministers  resign  ? " 
Now,  Sir,  there  is  one  reason,  absolute  and 
aboTe  all,  why  I  think  Ministers  in  such  a 
position  should  not  ha?e  resigned,  and  that  is 
that  they  are  bound  to  remain  there  to  maintain 
the  freedom  of  any  minority  that  may  become  a 
majority  in  the  House.  It  is  impossible  for  any 
Q-oremment  to  hold  office  for  a  term  of  years — 
six,  seren,  or  eight  years — from  the  first  time  of 
a  Qt)Ternor's  arrival  in  the  colony,  without  the 
chains,  which  are  chains  indeed,  invisible  if 
you  like,  but  nevertheless  chains  and  bonds  of 
sympathy  which  exist  between  man  and  man, 
whether  Governor  or  commoner,  being  created 
and  growing  stronger  and  stron^r,  so  as  to  make 
it  very  difficult  to  snap  them  in  twain.  There 
must  be  a  feeling,  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  suddenly  brought  into  association  with 
each  other,  to  advise  and  to  be  advised,  for  I 
altogether  repudiate  the  doctrine  that  has  been 
preached  to-night  that  it  is  the  duty  only  of  Minis- 
ters to  give  advice,  and  that  the  Q-overnor  should 
not  give  advice.  It  is  impossible,  if  such  notions 
be  created,  with  his  old  favourites  hanging  about 
his  doors,  and  being  met,  not  only  by  Uie  one 
hundred  and  one  hangers-on  at  Government 
House,  but  by  the  society  of  the  small  town  in 
which  GK>vernment  House  happens  to  be  situated 
— I  say  it  is  impossible  that  such  an  occasion  as 
this  can  arise  without  there  being  an  embarrass- 
ment, to  say  the  least  of  it,  for  a  short  time.  I 
do  not  care  who  the  Governor  may  be,  he  cannot 
avoid  the  desire  that  his  new  Advisers  should 
resign  in  order  that  his  old  friends  may  return  to 
office.  If  we  are  to  admit  the  position  that  the 
minority,  upon  the  first  snub,  are  to  resign  their 
legitimate  rights,  I  say  that  all  freedom  in  this 
House  is  gone.  But  there  is  another  light  in 
which  to  put  that  matter,  and  it  is  this  :  that,  if 
parties  in  this  House  were  to  treat  each  other 
fairly — if  the  party  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  were  to  resent  any  unfair  treatment  by 
the  Governor  of  the  party  in  power — we  should 
arrive  at  a  more  healthy  condition  of  political 
life,  and  practically  we  should  be  independent, 
which  we  have  never  yet  pretended  to  be.  In 
an  able  paper  published  in  New  South  Wales 
this  point  is  brought  out  concisely  and  well- 
The  Svdne^  Mail,  in  dealing  with  the  subject 
recently,  said, — 

"  No  Colonial  Ministry  has  a  right  to  dictate  to 
the  Governor  as  to  the  interpretation  he  shall 
put  upon  the  instructions  by  which  he  is  bound. 
That  IS  the  function  of  his  superior  officers.  But 
any  attempt  made  in  a  colony  to  rectify  difler- 
ences  of  opinion  upon  that  point  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Ministers  is  an  attempt  to  dictate." 

Now,  Sir,  I  will  give  a  concrete  example  of 
what  I  mean.  In  Canada,  Lord  Metcalfe,  the 
Mr,  De  Lautour 


Qt>vemor,  quarrelled  with  his  Executive,  or  his 
Executive  quarrelled  with  him — it  is  immaterial 
which — about  this  very  exercise  of  patronage 
which  is  now  in  dispute.  The  Gbvemor  claimd 
very  large  prerogative  rights,  holding,  as  he 
alleged,  the  same  position  in  the  colony  in 
relation  to  the  Assembly  which  the  Queen  did 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Executive  of 
the  day  followed  the  course  which  has  been 
followed  by  the  present  Ministry.  They  remon- 
strated with  His  Excellency.  They  advised  him 
in  a  contrary  direction,  and,  the  House  being 
trustworthy,  they  resigned.  So  far  as  the  resig- 
nation went  they  established  the  precedent  whicli 
is  preached  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  But 
what  followed?  The  House  was  true  to  its 
rights  and  privileges,  and  for  ten  months  Lord 
Metcalfe  was  without  a  Ministry.  At  the  end  of 
the  ten  months  he  gqi  a  scratch  Cabinet  together, 
but  before  the  end  of  their  first  month  JParlia- 
ment  was  dissolved.  The  Governor's  influence 
permeated  throughout  the  country,  for  he  waa 
very  popular  and  much  liked ;  and,  as  Earl  Ghr^ 
and  another  eminent  authority  state,  through  the 
personal  popularity  of  the  Governor,  the  electors 
were  favourable  to  him.  A  small  Conservative 
majority  was  returned  to  support  his  Ministiy ; 
but  what  was  the  result  of  that  ?  Let  us  again 
look  at  what  Earl  Grey  says ;  and  he  is  an  au- 
thority on  constitutional  law.    He  says, — 

"  Though  the  difficulty  of  carrying  on  the  go- 
vernment was  thus  obviated  for  the  moment,  as 
the  party  into  whose  hands  he  [Lord  Metcalfe3 
had  thrown  himself  possessed  a  small  majority  in 
the  Assembly,  this  advantage  was  dearly  pur- 
chased by  the  circumstance  tnab  the  Parliamen- 
tary Opposition  was  no  longer  directed  merdy 
against  tne  Advisers  of  the  Gjvemor,  but  against 
the  Governor  himself,  and  the  British  Qt)vem- 
ment,  of  which  he  was  the  organ." 

That  is  the  necessary  outcome  of  any  such 
action  as  is  now  about  to  be  discussed  in  this 
House.  The  Gt>vemor  wiU  absolutely  screen  his 
Advisers,  whether  he  likes  it  or  not,  from  the 
blame  that  might  legitimately  be  attached  to 
them.  He  himself  becomes  the  object  of  dislike 
to  a  great  party  in  this  country,  and  the  British 
Parliament  wiU  be  regarded  witii  feelings  which 
we  should  reprobate.  That  statement  is  con- 
firmed by  an  extract  which  I  have  before  me  from 
the  "  Memorials,  Letters,  and  Speeches  "  of  Lord 
Elgin,  who  succeeded  Lord  Metcalfe.  I  will  not 
weary  the  House  by  reading  it,  but  I  may  be 
allowed  to  add  a  word  or  two  from  the  instruc- 
tions that  were  given  to  Lord  Elgin  in  view  of 
the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  out  of  the  action 
of  Lord  Metcalfe,  and  which  were  intended  pur- 
posely to  allay  the  violent  discord  that  had  been 
created  in  Canada  by  his  ill-advised  action.  Lord 
Elgin's  instructions  were  to  this  effect : — 

**  Clearly  understanding,  therefore,  that  refusing 
to  accede  to  the  advice  of  your  Council  for  the 
time  being  upon  a  point  on  which  they  consider 
it  their  duty  to  insist  must  lead  to  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  being  brought  ultimately  under  the 
decision  of  pubhe  opinion,  you  will  carefully 
avoid  allowing  any  matter  not  of  very  grave 
concern,  or  upon  which  you  cannot  reasonably 
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edeolate  upon  being  in  the  end  supported  by 
thit  ofHrnon,  to  be  made  the  subject  of  such  a 
difference." 

Those  are  the  riews  of  a  statesman ;  but,  Sir, 
it  n  dear  from  the  papers  laid  on  the  table  to-daj 
that  we  hare  orerruhne  us  a  power  which  is  ad- 
mnrabljr  caricatured  in  uie  frontispiece  of  a  recent 
iramb^  of  the  SdeiUifte  American,  where  are  to 
be  seen  two  speakers  at  a  distance  speaking  to 
etch  other  firom  opposite  ends  of  a  telephone. 
The  new  form  of  goremment  which  is  to  orer- 
ride  our  Constitution  is  reiy  well  caricatured  in 
that  picture  t  and,  if  we  are  to  haTC  a  GtovemoT 
iittiiiff  at  Wellington  communicating  with  his 
cimflires  across  the  water,  and  concertina  a 
general  plan  of  action  for  the  control  of  nree 
peoples,  1  saj  that  we  shall  bare  something  that 
IS  repugnant  to  the  action  of  statesmen  who  hare 
made  a  name  for  themselTcs,  and  baTC  not  been 
compelled  to  go  out  into  the  world  to  seek  re- 
wards which  could  not  be  giren  to  them  at  Home. 
Ihe  question  has  also  been  raised  to-ni^ht  about 
the  Goremor  possessing  the  power  of  the  King. 
What  does  Sir  James  Mackintosh  saj  about  that  ? 
Speakiug  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  a  debate 
ss  to  the  powers  of  kingship  claimed  bj  CK>- 
Tcmors  of  colonies,  and  referring  to  the  dis-' 
potes  in  Canada,  he  said, — 

"  One  dispute  arises  from  the  Gt>yemor  claim- 
ing, in  imitation  of  the  power  possessed  by  the 
King  to  confirm  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  a  right  to  confirm  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly.  This  is  a  Tery  ancient  right, 
sad  TeneimUe  from  its  antiquity,  and  from  being 
•n  established  part  of  an  excellent  Constitution  ; 
but  it  is  most  imurd  in  a  GoTcmor  of  a  colony, 
sad  it  is  a  suflicient  charge  against  him  that  on 
laeh  a  daim  he  is  engaged  in  9,  battle  with  the 
ivpreientatiyes  of  the  people;  and  it  is  most 
mifortunate  for  the  Goremor  that  the  only  thne 
when  this  right  was  brought  into  question  in 
fisgland  was  one  of  the  worst  periods  and  under 
one  of  the  worst  Kings." 

I  hare  quoted  these  {precedents  in  adranoe  of 
the  debate  which  is  to  take  place,  as  they  may 
ksd  others  of  experience  on  constitutionu 
history  to  refer  to  the  cases  to  which  I  hare 
sUoded,  in  order  that  they  may  see  the  maxims 
sad  precedenta  that  hare  been  laid  down,  and 
which  certainly  should  weigh  in  our  time.  There 
ii  one  other  remaik  I  wish  to  make,  and  it  is 
this :  we  find  here  a  chain  of  facts  which  make 
those  who,  like  myself^  are  anxious  to  respect  the 
position  in  which  we  find  ourselres,  with  one 
people,  one  colony,  and  one  centre — I  say  it 
makes  us  dread  the  position  in  which  we  now  are, 
and  which  we  are  afraid  to  accept  if  we  could. 
Sir,  if  the  Government  of  the  day  is  to  be  at  the 
mtrcy  of  onofildAl  persons  in  the  central  town  of 
the  oobi^ ;  if  we  find  a  large  section  of  the  House 
soayed  against  the  Gh>remment  we  hare  been 
loyally  supporting,  simply  because  its  members 
do  not  happen  to  be  mixed  up  in  certain  circles 
in  Wellin^on ;  if  erery  man  is  to  be  influenced 
afsinst  them  by  that  subtle  and  spurious  aris- 
tooaey  which  most  be  the  outgrowth  of  resi- 
denoe  in  all  centxal  towns  for  many  yean  to  come ; 
if  there  is  to  be  no  fur-play,  no  hcmesty,  no  loyal 


serrice  to  the  Goremment  of  the  day  by  those 
under  them  on  account  of  those  influences]  if 
Gk»remment  House  itself,  as  containing  the  repre- 
sentatire  of  Royalty,  is  not  to  be  sacred  against 
those  hateful  back-stair  influences  which  Imd  to 
the  disclosure  of  that  which  should  be  known 
only  to  the  Gbremment  of  the  day — I  say,  if 
that  is  to  be  the  case,  and  I  give  this  as  a  warn- 
ing, the  time  is  not  fnr  distant  when  the  people 
resident  at  the  two  ends  of  the  colony  will  reahze 
their  proper  position,  and  in  all  loyalty  say,  **  We 
will  none  of  it.  We  will  respect  ourselres,  our 
insular  position,  and  our  representatiyes  as  they 
ought  to  be  respected." 

SCr.  REID. — There  was  one  ren^ark  made  by 
the  honorable  member  who  has  just  sat  down  to 
which  I  would  ask  the  permission  of  the  House 
to  refer.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  be- 
fore we  went  out  of  office  we  destroyed  every 
scrap  of  paper  which  could  be  of  use  to  the  new 
Government.  That  is  not  true.  When  I  see 
such  a  statement  made  in  a  newspaper  I  do  not 
trouble  myself  about  it,  but  when  it  is  made  by 
a  member  of  the  House  it  is  important  that 
some  explanation  should  take  place.  I  will  say 
now  that  every  scrap  of  paper  which  could  be 
useful  to  those  gentlemen  was  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Under  Secretaries  for  them,  and  it  would 
have  been  a  disgrace  to  us  if  it  had  been  other- 
wise. For  my  own  part,  I  was  particularly  care- 
ful that  everything  relating  to  the  department 
should  be  put  in  such  a  way  that  it  would  be 
accessible  to  m^  successor ;  and  I  should  be  most 
happy  at  any  tmie  to  render  him  any  assistance  I 
could.  In  fact,  the  Native  Minister  once  asked 
me  to  give  him  some  assistance  in  connection 
with  the  Land  Bill,  and  I  told  him  I  should  be 
most  happy  to  do  so,  and  to  do  the  same  thing 
in  regard  to  other  Bills.  I  shall  always  be  happy 
to  render  him  any  assistance  I  can,  and  I  takei 
this  opportunity  of  publicly  denying  that  the 
late  Goremment  endeavoured  to  prevent  their 
successors  from  obtaining  information. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB.— I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  consider  that  anything  I  have  said 
which  can  be  construed  into  a  charge  against 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  withdrawn.  I  cer- 
tainly had  no  direct  authority  for  the  statement 
I  made. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— I  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Major  ATKINSON.— May  I  ask,  Sir,  what  the 
effect  of  adjourning  this  debate  will  beP  Will 
my  motion  of  no  confidence  then  be  called  on  P 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— No.  I  will  state  that  this 
debate  has  arisen  in  a  rather  unusual  way.  If  it 
is  the  desire  of  the  House  that  the  debate  should 
be  adjourned,  I  will,  after  it  has  been  so  ad- 
journed, state  to  the  House  my  opinion  regarding 
the  question  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  raised  before  this  debate  began. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — ^When  does  the  honorable 
gentleman  wish  the  debate  to  be  resumed  P 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.  — I  move,  That  it  be 
adjourned  until  half-past  seren  o'clock  to-mor- 
row, 

Mr.  BEIB. — I  move,  as  an  amendment,  That 
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the  word  "  Monday  "  be  sobstituted  for  tbe  word 
"  to-morrow." 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  think  that  that  wiU  be  very 
inoonvenient,  Sir.  If  the  papers  are  printed  by 
to-morrow  it  would  be  far  better  to  go  on  witn 
the  debate' without  further  delay.  It  Beemit  to 
me  that  the  priyileges  of  the  House  are  of  less 
moment  to  the  honorable  gentleman  than  the 
desire  to  get  on  the  Treasury  benches.  I  regret 
that  the  papers  have  not  been  printed*  but,  if  they 
are  ready  to-morrow,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should 
not  go  on  with  the  debate.  I  think  that  the  best 
test  the  honorable  gentlemen  can  giTC  of  their 
good  feeling  towards  the  country  is  to  allow  this 
matter  to  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  do  not  understand  the 
course  proposed  to  be  adopted  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri,  and  I  think  it  probable 
the  House  has  forgotten  what  the  actual  question 
is.  The  real  question  now  is,  that  the  matter 
bo  taken  into  consideration  at  a  certain  time.  If 
we  were  actually  discussing  the  correspondence 
itself  there  might  be  some  reason  for  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri.  I  think 
honorable  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House 
will  agree  that  it  would  be  better  to  resume  the 
debate  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  As  you 
hare  said.  Sir,  the  debate  arose  in  an  unprece- 
dented way.  We  have  not  been  told  why  the 
papers  hare  not  been  printed,  but  no  doubt  they 
will  be  ready  to-morrow,  and  we  can  then  go  on 
with  the  debate.  I  am  averse  to  sitting  at  all 
to-morrow,  as  it  is  a  public  holiday ;  but,  if  we 
are  to  sit,  I  should  be  pleased  if  we  could  resume 
the  discussion  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  instead 
of  in  the  evening.  The  sooner  the  thing  is  orer 
the  better.  I  must  express  my  surprise  at  the 
delay  which  has  occurred  in  regard  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  papers. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.  — I  believe,  Sir,  that  the 
papers  are  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Printer, 
and  in  all  probability  they  will  be  in  the  hands 
of  honorable  gentlemen  between  two  and  three 
o'clock  to-morrow  afternoon.  Such  being  the 
case,  honorable  gentlemen  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  up  the  subject,  and  they  will 
be  in  a  position  to  deal  with  the  matter  when 
the  House  meets  in  the  evening.  I  do  not  see 
that  anything  would  be  gained  by  postponing  the 
question  till  Monday,  unless  the  obiect  be  to 
hinder  its  being  dealt  with  until  after  the  English 
mail  has  left.  I  cannot  understand  the  request 
for  delay,  unless  that  is  the  object.  I  hope  we 
shall  decide  to  go  on  with  the  discussion  to- 
morrow. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  word  *  to-morrow  * 
stand  part  of  the  question  ;"  upon  which  a  divi- 
sion was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         32 

Noes         84 


Majority  against . 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr,  Seid 


Ayss. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Bees, 


Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Mr.  Beynolda, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tdhrs, 
Mr.  HodgkinsoD, 
Mr.  Stout 


Nobs. 


Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 


Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stofibrd, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Travers, 
Mr.  Wbitaker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Sir  B.  Douglaa, 
Dr.  Henry. 


The  word  "to-morrow"  was  consequently 
struck  out. 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  word  *  Monday,'  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted,  be  so  inserted." 

Mr.  BEES. —  The  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  has  announced  the  determination  of  the 
Opposition  to  stop  everything.  I  think  I  may 
safely  say  that  we  will  manage  to  last  out  thie 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  The 
honorable  member  the  ex-Premier  having  stated 
to-night  pubUdy  to  this  House  and  to  the  country 
that  he  will  stop  all  public  business  until  his 
great  resolution  No.  8  is  disposed  of 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  it  very  undesirable 
to  now  open  up  large  subjects,  and  stray  from  the 
immediate  question.  That  the  word  proposed  to 
be  inserted  be  so  inserted. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  intend  to  enter  my  pro- 
test against  this  waste  of  time  on  the  part  of  the 
Opposition.  I  say  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  has  wasted  the  time  of  the  country. 
First  of  all  the  honorable  member  tabled  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence  before  the  members  of 
the  Gt>vemment  had  the  least  opportunity  to 
lay  their  policy  before  the  countiy;  then  just 
as  the  6k>vemment  were  going  to  put  forth  their 
policy;  again,  after  that  vote  was  disposed  of, 
another  motion  is  tabled ;  and  now  to-night,  when 
a  question  of  privilege  comes  up,'^the  honorable 
member  for  Egmontlrefuses  to  allow^that  question 
to  be  taken  to-morrow,  and  seeks  to  delay  it  until 
Monday,  and  thus  to  provent  the  Government 
from  bringing  forward  their  policy  and  laying 
it  beforo  the  country.    I  trust  that  the  people  or 
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ibe  cokmy,  wben  we  eo  to  the  country,  will  mark 
their  disapproTal  of  tne  condnct  of  those  honor- 
able gentlemen. 

Mr.  STJTTON.  —  Those  honorable  gentlemen 
Trho  charge  the  Oppofition  with  wasting  the  time 
of  the  country  surely  forget  that  this  aflemoon 
they  carried  on  a  dirision  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  until  to-morrow,  the  GoTemment  desir- 
ing not  to  sit  until  Monday,  and  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  has  expressed  the  will- 
ingness of  honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  to  sit  on  Saturday  as  well  as  on  Friday. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — It  is  reaJly  refreshing  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  protest,  in  a  fit  of  rir- 
toouB  iodignation,  that  the  Opposition  has  not 
persistently  delayed  the  business  of  the  country. 
They  do  not  like  that  charge  to  be  laid  to  their 
door,  and,  despite  their  attempts  to  set  it  aside, 
they  haye  most  ignominiously  failed  to  do  so. 
All  their  oratory  and  all  their  ability  fail,  and 
they  bare  to  oollapee,  and  cannot  eire  one  good 
reason  why  the  Assembly  has  been  kept  here  for 
the  last  four  months.  Had  the  late  GK>Temment 
known  what  was  required  by  the  country,  we  no 
doubt  should  bare  been  home  two  months  ago. 
But  the  miserable  abortions  which  they  brought 
down  to  us,  and  which  they  threw  on  the  table 
of  this  House  as  Bills,  were  such  abortions  that 
they  themseWes  were  afraid  to  hce 

Mr.  GIBBS. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
think  the  word  the  honorable  member  has  jost 
used  is  hardly  a  proper  one,  and  that  he  is  travel- 
ling  beyond  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin  is  straying  yery  much  from  the 
point.  The  points  he  is  referring  to  are  likely, 
if  dwelt  upon,  to  lead  to  further  loss  of  time. 
Aa  to  the  cnoice  of  words,  it  is  a  matter  of  taste  ; 
bat  the  honorable  member  is  pursuing  a  course 
^ite  wide  of  the  question  now  before  the  House, 
and  one  which  cannot,  l>y  any  stretch  of  indul- 
gence, be  regarded  as  pertinent. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — I  tbank  you,  Sir,  for  putting 
me  light,  but  I  thought  I  was  justified  in  referring 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
preceded  me. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— I  advise  my  friends  to  take 
the  decision  of  the  House,  and  to  accept  the  last 
dirision  and  abide  by  it.  Nobody  knows  better 
that  the  gentlemen  who  vacated  those  seats  are 
datermin^  to  get  back  there  again,  if  they  can. 
I  hope  my  paity  wiU  be  equal  to  the  occasion, 
and  will  be  able  to  keep  them  from  those  benches. 
Iiet  OS  now,  howeyer,  go  in  for  taking  the  debate 
on  Monday,  and  then  come  to  a  decision. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  debate  adjourned  till 
Monday  at  half -past  seyen  p.m. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 
Mr.  8PEAKEB.--0wing  to  the  yery  irreguhir 
position  into  which  we  haye  got,  I  shall  haye  to 
detain  the  House  some  little  time.  I  would  not 
baye  remained  in  the  chair  so  long  had  it  not 
been  for  the  point  of  order  on  which  my  opinion 
was  asked  by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont. 
Perhaps  the  best  way  in  which  I  can  illustrate 
the  first  point  on  which  I  haye  to  obsenre  is  by 
stating  what  ocenrred.    Immediately  on  taking 


the  chair,  and  before  I  had  called  on  the  Orders 
of  the  day,  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
rose.  Now,  that  is  contrary  to  usage.  I  shall 
read  the  Order,  which  is  yery  clear  upon  that 
point :  **  When  the  House  proceeds  to  the 
Orders  of  the  day,  .  .  .  Mr.  Speaker  is  to 
direct  the  Clerk  at  the  table  to  read  the  Orders 
of  the  day,  without  any  question  being  put." 
I  had  not  called  upon  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
Orders,  and  the  honorable  member  was  prema- 
ture in  that  respect.  There  arose  a  debate  upon 
the  point  raised  by  the  honorable  member.  The 
honorable  gentleman  proposed  to  make  a  motion. 
One  honorable  member  after  another  got  up  and 
spoke  to  the  point,  and  then  the  whole  was 
interrupted  by  a  message  from  His  Exoellencnr 
the  Goyemor ;  and  now  we  haye  arrived  at  this 
hour  without  my  baring  been  able  to  advise  the 
honorable  member.  Then  comes  the  question 
whether  the  honorable  member  can  make  the 
motion  he  proposed,  which  was  to  this  effect: 
That  all  the  Orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  in 
order  that  the  House  might  proceed  to  con- 
sider Motion  No.  8  on  the  Ord^  Paper.  I  am 
supposing  now  that  tbe  Order  had  been  called 
on.  The  Order  having  been  called  on,  then 
comes  the  question,  Was  it  competent  for  the 
honorable  member  to  make  that  motion  ?  The 
honorable  member  referred  to  a  case  that  had 
occurred  in  1872,  in  whieh,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stafford,  the  remaining  Orders  of  tbe 
day  were  postponed,  in  order  to  proceed  to  con- 
sider Motion  No.  8  on  the  Order  Paper.  That 
was  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence.  That,  ap- 
parently, is  a  case  in  point ;  but  what  I  would 
point  out  is  this — and  here  is  the  difibrence :  tbat 
such  a  thing  may  be  done,  and  a  great  many 
other  things  may  be  done,  when  two  parties  con- 
sent, but  when  one  party  disagrees  the  case  is 
altogether  different.  In  that  case  Mr.  Stafibrd 
and  Mr.  Yogel  agreed.  The  practice  is  clearly 
laid  down  in  May  as  follows : — 

"  Facilities  of  this  kind  are  conceded  by  Gk»- 
vemment  according  to  the  importance  and  urgency 
of  the  motions  to  be  discussed,  and  the  state  of 
public  business.  They  have  generally  been  giyen 
to  motions  amounting  to  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence in  Ministers ;  but  not  to  Bills  of  indepen- 
dent members  which,  if  carried  in  opposition  to 
Ministers,  would  probably  cause  their  resignation, 
for,  if  such  a  principle  were  admitted,  the  arrange- 
ment of  public  business  intrusted  to  them  would 
be  taken  out  of  their  hands." 

The  essence  is  tbat  consent  should  be  giyen. 
Here  consent  is  denied,  and  the  case  is  therefore 
not  to  the  point.  The  other  point  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  relied  on  was  taken  from 
May,  page  244,  edition  1868 : — 

"  In  postponing  the  Orders  of  the  day,  it  had 
been  customary,  until  1866,  to  read  and  post- 
pone each  Order  of  the  day  separately.  But  this 
practice  was  attended  with  the  inconvenience  of 
dealing,  twice  during  the  same  sitting,  with  each 
of  a  long  list  of  Orders  of  the  day,  some  of  which 
at  least  were  liable  to  discussion.  The  later  and 
more  conyenient  practice,  therefore,  has  been,  by 
a  general  order,  at  once  to  postpone  all  the  Orders 
until  after  the  particular  notice  of  motion,  which 
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is  aooordioglT  called  bj  the  Speaker,  and  pro- 
oeeded  with.' 

But  the  honorable  member  forgot  to  read  the 
former  part  of  that  extract,  which  eajs, — 

"When  it  becomes  necessary  to  disturb  the 
appointed  order  of  business,  and  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  some  important  subject  of  debate,  a 
special  order  is  made  for  that  purpose.  If  it  be 
desired  to  give  priority  to  a  notice  of  motion  on 
anj  daj  on  which  Orders  of  the  daj  are  entitled 
to  precedence,  notice  haying  preyiouslj  been 
ffiyen,  a  motion  is  made  that  the  Orders  of  the 
day  be  postponed  until  after  such  notice  of 
motion." 

There  lies  the  whole  essence  of  the  question. 
Notice  has  been  giyen.  The  practice,  until  1856, 
was  to  cdl  on  each  Order  of  the  day  that  was  liable 
to  be  discussed.  In  this  particular  instance  there 
would  haye  been  fifty-eight  motions  to  make.  This 
practice  was  found  to  be  mconyenient.  Then  came 
the  practice  of  putting  the  question  in  globo. 
That  all  the  Orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  in 
order  that  the  House  might  come  to  a  certain 
motion  which  it  was  desired  to  deal  with.  But 
in  such  cases  notice  has  to  be  preyiously  giyen, 
and  that  is  the  essential  feature.  The  case  is  very 
clear  to  my  mind.  The  honorable  member's  only 
course  will  be  to  giye  notice. 

M^r  ATEINSON.~I  may  state  that,  in  risine 
before  the  Orders  of  the  day  were  called  on,  I 
was  following  the  precedent  established  by  the 
last  Speaker.  I  remember  a  case  in  which  I  got 
up,  and  I  was  told  by  him  that  I  ought  to  moye 
the  postponement  of  an  Order  before  it  was 
called  on,  and  I  think  you  will  find,  Sir,  that  that 
has  been  the  practice  in  this  House.  Of  course, 
if  you  rule  that  it  is  not  right  to  moye  in  that 
manner,  we  shall  not  follow  that  practice  in 
future.  I  shall  not  dispute  your  ruling,  and  I 
gi?e  notice  that  to-morrow  I  shall  moye 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.  —  As  a  point  of  order,  I 
would  ask  whether  it  is  not  now  too  late  to  giye 
notice  of  motion  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  it  is  too  kte. 
It  has  frequently  been  the  practice  just  before 
the  Orders  of  the  day  haye  been  called  on  to  giye 
notice  of  motion  for  next  day.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  practice  has  not  been  strict  in  that  respect 
It  would  be  a  yery  different  thing  if  the  Orders 
had  been  called  on ;  but  under  the  present  circum- 
stances I  think  the  honorable  member  is  quite 
entitled  to  giye  notice  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  would  submit  that,  seeing  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Speaker,  under  the  Standing 
Orders,  to  do  a  certain  thing  at  a  certain  hour, 
and  that  duty  having  been  interrupted  by  the 
honorable  member  for  £|rmont,  the  question 
comes  up,  whether  now,  seemg  that  it  is  past  one 
o'clock,  any  business  can  be  proceeded  with.  As 
£Eir  as  I  know  the  practice  of  Parliament,  that  is 
quite  unprecedented.  I  will  ask  you.  Sir,  whether 
it  is  usual  to  gi?e  notice  at  this  time.  I  would 
only  point  out  that  if  this  practice  b  inaugurated 
the  rMult  on  a  future  occasion  may  be  that  honor- 
able members  will  be  taken  by  surprise. 

Mr.  8PEAEEB.— In  &ct,  I  do  not  now  regard 
it  aa  a  quarter-past  one.  It  is,  truly,  mme  pro 
Utnc,  It  is  hall-past  seven  in  a  Parliamentary 
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sense,  as  we  haye  not  yet  gone  to  the  Orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE.— Should  I  be  in  order 
in  making  a  suggestion  in  this  difficulty  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  member 
will  allow  me,  I  see  no  difficulty. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE.- 1  was  alluding  to  the 
remarkable  condition  of  parties  in  this  House, 
who  are  obviously  in  conflict.  I  was  goineto  aay 
that,  if  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
would  appoint  any  hour  to-morrow  or  any  other 
day  to  take  the  division  upon  the  motion  A  wmnt 
of  confidence,  without  debate  on  either  side,  I 
would  suggest  that  our  party  should  take  issue  at 
onoe. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  then  move,  to- 
morrow, that  all  the  Orders  of  the  day  mud 
notices  of  motion  be  postponed  until  the  Hoiue 
has  disposed  of  the  notice  of  motion.  That  this 
House  has  now  no  confidence  in  the  Goyemment. 
H  it  is  necessary  to  nmke  any  further  motion  as 
to  this  motion  coming  on  first  to-morrow,  I  move, 
That  it  comes  on  first,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  can  only  oome  on  in  its 
order;  it  can  have  no  precedence.  The  course 
adopted  in  1872,  to  which  the  honorable  member 
has  referred,  was  taken  after  concert  between  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  (Mr.  Stafford)  and 
Mr.  YogeL  If  the  Government  consent^  the 
motion  can  be  taken  first ;  if  not,  it  can  only  take 
its  course. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.  —  I  would  recall  to  your 
recollection.  Sir,  that  no  sort  of  concert  or  oom- 
munioation  whatever  took  place  between  mysdl 
and  Mr.  Yogel  on  the  occasion  alluded  to.  It 
was  entirely  a  spontaneous  act  on  my  part»  and 
eyen  the  gentlemen  who  supported  me  on  the 
same  side  were  not  aware  what  I  was  goin^  to  do. 
Notice  was  given  by  Mr.  Yogel  to  bring  £)rward 
a  question  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Gbveni- 
ment  on  a  day  on  which  Gt>yemment  business 
had  precedence.  He  could  not  haye  brought  it 
on  b^ore  the  other  business  on  the  Paper  without 
the  consent  of  the  Goyemment,  unless  the  House 
had  agreed  to  suspnd  the  Standing  Orders.  I 
got  up  and  moyed  that  the  Standing  Orders  be 
suspended,  in  order  to  enable  that  motion  to  be 
brought  on. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — When  I  used  the  word 
'*  concert"  I  did  not  mean  that  there  had  been 
any  interview  between  the  honorable  member  and 
Mr.  Yogel  on  that  occasion.  I  haye  quoted  the 
words  of  May  to  show  that  one  party  cannot 
override  the  rules  of  the  House  and  bring  on 
business  out  of  the  proper  order  without  the 
consent  of  the  other.  The  Gh>yemment  are  not 
compelled  to  assent  to  this,  if  they  choose  to 
stand  by  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  two  o'clock 
a.m. 
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Fbatbbs. 


FIRST  READINa. 


IfarineBill. 

H.  H.  LUSK. 

Mr.  LUSSL — ^Before  the  House  proceeds  to 
the  husiness  on  the  Order  Paper,  I  desire,  with 
pennission,  to  make  a  statement,  which  I  think 
^e  House  will  willinglj  allow  me  to  make,  with 
regard  to  a  personal  matter  that  has  been  dealt 
with  bj  this  House  in  my  absence.  It  must  be 
in  the  recollection  of  all  honorable  members  that 
the  House  some  considerable  time  ago 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.—Does  the  honorable  member 
propose  to  oondude  what  he  says  with  a  motion  ? 

Mr.  LUSK. — I  will  formally  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  if  necessary,  as  it  would  ill 
become  me  to  more  any  motion  with  regard  to 
myidf. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  gentleman 
lises  to  make  a  personal  statement  affecting  him- 
self and  his  honor,  the  House  will,  no  doubt,  as 
it  generally  doee,  permit  him  to  do  so.  I  beg, 
bowerer,  to  express  a  hope  that  in  such  case  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  not  say  anything  that 
would  lead  to  a  debate ;  otherwise  it  would  be 
neensanr  for  him  to  conclude  with  a  motion. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  was  going  to  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  postpone  his  statement 
for  a  few  days,  in  consequence  of  tbe  absence  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Fox). 
The  honorable  gentleman  wrote  a  note  to  that 
honoraUe  member  a  few  days  ago,  saying  he 
would  bring  tbis  matter  before  the  House,  and 
night  find  it  necessary  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
ams to  mention  Mr.  Fox's  name.  He  said  he 
wonld  put  it  off  for  a  few  days  in  consequence  of 
the  Tote  of  wmnt  of  confidence  that  was  then  be- 
fore the  House,  and  afterwards  said  he  would 
toher  postpone  it  in  consequence  of  the  present 
notion  of  wmnt  of  confidence  which  is  pending, 
and  eud  at  the  fame  time  to  Mr.  Fox  that,  this 
motion  now  being  before  the  House,  his  matter 
woQld  not  get  fiau*  consideration.  Consequently 
Mr.  Fox  has  left,  and  is  away  at  the  present  time ; 
uid,  as  I  beliere  the  honorable  gentleman  is  going 
to  mention  Mr.  Fox's  name  in  connection  with 
the  matter,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  well  to  postpone 
it  for  a  fcw  days  longer. 

Mr.  LUSK.— With  regard  to  the  remarks  of 
^  honorable  member  for  Waikato,  I  should 
like  exoeedin^y  to  postpone  this  matter  until 
Mr.  Fox's  return ;  but  I  regret  to  say  that  that 
gentlemaa  is  likely  to  be  away  for  some  number 
of  days,  and,  as  this  is  a  matter  of  some  import- 
ftooe  to  me  personally,  I  feel  myself  in  a  false 
position  in  this  House  until  such  time  as  I  can 
explain  how  the  matter  really  stands.  If  I,  in 
the  eourte  of  my  remarks,  should  say  anything  to 
whidi  Mr.  Fox  should  object,  it  will  be  quite 


competent  for  him  at  any  future  time — and  I 
shall  be  most  happy  to  giye  him  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so — to  rerute  anything  I  say.  1  ha?e  no 
desire  to  say  anything  at  all  with  regard  to  that 
honorable  gentleman  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  be 
necessary  to  mention  his  name  incidentally  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks.  As  regards  the  position 
in  which  I  stand  in  this  matter,  I  think  I  am 
entitled  to  say  that  that  position  is  one  un- 
precedented in  the  history  of  the  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand.  I  therefore  trust  the  House  will 
bear  with  me  while  I  endearour,  as  far  as  I  can, 
without  trespassing  too  much  upon  the  time  of 
honorable  members,  to  place  the  matter  in  which 
I  am  so  much  interested  in  a  fair  light  before  the 
House  and,  through  the  medium  of  the  House, 
my  own  constituents.  The  matter  of  privilege 
which  was  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  some  time  before  I  left  on  a  Tisit  to 
Auckland,  was  a  question  as  to  whether  I  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House  by  engaging  in  certain  work  for  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporation  of  the  City  of  Auckland  for  fee 
or  reward,  that  work  beios  work  done  in  the 
House.  At  the  time  that  the  notice  was  given,  I 
stated  in  my  place  in  this  House  that  I  regarded 
the  matter  as  one  which  I  had  no  objection  what- 
6? er  to  an  inquiry  into ;  but  I  said  at  the  same 
time  that  I  had  this  one  objection  to  urge — 
namely,  that  it  was  absolutely  essential,  owing 
to  private  business  of  a  most  urgent  character, 
that  I  should  leave  for  Auckland  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week  following  that  in  which  the  motion 
was  brought  forward.  That  I  stated  publicly  in 
this  House ;  and  I  begged  that,  if  any  Committee 
was  appointed,  it  should  press  on  the  matter,  and 
conclude  it  before  I  left.  When  the  Committee 
was  appointed,  I  reiterated  the  request  again  and 
aeaiu  to  the  Committee  and  to  the  Chairman 
(Mr.  Fox).  I  may  say  that  I  was  treated  with 
much  courtesy  in  the  matter  by  the  Committee 
in  that  they  sat  from  day  to  day,  and  endeavoured, 
as  I  asked,  to  get  the  inquiry  completed.  But, 
Sir,  while  I  thixik  the  Committee  treated  me  with 
much  courtesy  in  that  respect,  and  while  I  say, 
as  I  brieve  has  been  stated  in  this  House  bv  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui,  that  I  felt  I 
had  been  treated  by  the  Committee  with  courtesy, 
still  I  did  not  think,  and  cannot  now  think,  that 
the  Chairman  of  that  Committee  treated  me  in 
the  way  I  had  a  right  to  hope  I  should  be  treated. 
The  Committee  having  reported  to  this  House, 
their  report'  having  been  printed  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  honorable  memben  on  the  Satur- 
day previous  to  my  leaving  for  Auckland,  and 
I  having  again  and  again  urged  this  as  a  reason 
for  expedition,  I  complain  that  the  Committee 
did  not,  through  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui,  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice 
of  the  House  while  I  was  here.  It  is  a  well* 
known  maxim  of  English  law  and  fair-play  that 
no  man  should  be  tried  and  condemned  without 
an  opportunity  to  defend  himself.  That  I  con- 
ceive to  be  the  position  in  which  I  was  placed. 
At  the  sitting  at  which  the  first  resolution 
brought  up  to  this  House  was  read,  I  told  the 
Committee  most  strongly,  and  very  irregularly, 
I  believe,  that  it  was  my  intention  to  protest  in 
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the  moefc  emphatio  manner  against  tbe  finding  I 
heard  read  rrom  tlieir  minutes.  Tbe  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  and  the  Committee  were 
therefore  well  aware  that  I  did  not  in  anj  sense 
consent  to  the  justice  of  the  finding  of  tbe  Com- 
mitiee.  Thej  were  aware  that  tbe  finding  cast 
upon  me  a  rery  gross  imputation  of  untruthful- 
ness.  If  honorable  members  will  read  the  finding 
and  the  evidence  upon  which  it  is  based,  they 
will  see  that  I  am  accused  of  having  made  false 
statements  in  this  House.  Under  tbese  circum- 
stances I  tbink  it  would  ha?e  been  only  courteous 
to  me,  and  in  accordance  with  a  spirit  of  fairness, 
that  I  should  have  been  consulted,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity presented  to  me  of  being  present  when 
the  matter  was  discussed.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  knew  from  tbe  first  that  I  was 
compelled  to  leave  for  Auckland  on  the  Tuesday ; 
and  he  should  tberefore  bave  done  one  of  two 
things:  he  should  have  brougbt  the  matter 
forward  on  Mondsr,  previous  to  the  discussion 
on  the  vrant-of-conndence  motion — and  it  is  well 
known  that  all  matters  affecting  the  privileges  of 
the  House  or  the  character  of  any  of  its  mem- 
bers are  allowed  to  take  precedence — he  should 
have  brought  the  matter  before  the  House  on 
Monday ;  or,  having  failed  to  do  that,  he  should 
have  given  me  an  opportunity  of  being  present 
when  the  matter  was  brought  forward.  I  assert 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  did 
not  treat  me  in  the  manner  in  which  I  would 
have  treated  any  other  honorable  member  if  I 
had  been  called  upon  to  perform  the  painful 
duty  of  making  a  charge  against  bim.  I  should 
not  have  said  so  much  on  this  point  but  for  the 
fact  that  I  glean  from  the  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  that  a  large  amount  of  the  argu- 
ment employed  in  the  discussion  of  the  matter 
was  grounded  on  the  supposition  that  I  was  a 
consenting  party  to  the  finding  of  the  Committee. 
I  understand  that  many  honorable  members  were 
led  to  believe  that  I  had  left  for  Auckland  well 
knowing  that  this  matter  was  to  be  broueht  for- 
vrard  in  my  absence,  and  that  I  was  willing — in 
the  consciousness  that  I  had  done  something  that 
deserved  censure — that  it  should  be  so  decided  in 
my  absence.  Now  I  say,  on  the  word  of  a  man 
who  has  never  been  found  to  go  back  from  his 
word,  that  I  never  had  the  remotest  idea  that 
such  a  course  would  be  adopted.  It  never  for  a 
moment  crossed  my  mind  that,  after  insisting  that 
this  matter  should  be  dealt  vrith  while  I  was 
here,  it  would  be  gone  on  with  during  my  com- 
pulsory absence,  and  things  stated  which  were 
most  injurious  to  my  character  and  most  insult- 
ing to  my  feelings.  The  true  account  of  the 
matter  is  tiie  account  I  have  given  to  the  House. 
I  was  under  tbe  impression  that  at  least  notice 
would  have  been  given  to  me  that  this  question 
was  to  be  brought  before  the  House,  and  that 
such  notice  would  have  been  afforded  as  would 
baye  allowed  me  an  opportunity  of  appearing 
here  when  the  question  was  brought  on,  and 
making  my  defence  as  I  should  have  made  it.  I 
regret  on  that  account  that  this  was  not  done, 
because  it  placed  me  in  a  false  and  exceedingly 
painful  position ;  and  I  regret  it  more  because,  if 
tiie  precedent  is  followed  up,  it  will  be  apt  to  lead 
Mr,  Lu9k 


to  painful  results  in  other  cases.  With  renrd  to 
the  question  of  the  contempt  of  which  I  have 
been  found  guilty  by  a  majority  of  the  House,  I 
desire  to  say  that  my  position  in  this  matter  has 
been  entirely  misunderstood.  I  do  not  vrish  to 
appeal  to  the  House  by  going  at  length  into  tbe 
whole  question,  but  I  trust  the  House,  in  the 
tenderness  which  it  always  feels  for  a  member 
whose  character  is  brougnt  into  question,  will 
excuse  me  if  I  occupy  a  short  space  of  time  in 
endeavouring  to  show  what  the  facts  actually  are. 
I  have  stated  that  extreme  courtesy  was  Stkown 
to  me  by  tbe  Committee  to  whom  tbe  matter 
was  referred.  I  have  no  quarrel  whaterer  with 
the  members  of  the  Committee.  The  only  per- 
son whose  conduct  has  in  any  way  aggrieyed  me 
b  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  tbe  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui ;  but,  while  I  say  this,  I 
must  also  protest  against  the  terms  in  which  the 
findings  of  tbe  Committee  are  couched.  As  I 
stated  to  tbe  Committee  while  it  vras  sitting,  the 
finding  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  evidence.  I 
intend,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  to  point  out 
shortly  why  I  say  this.  Tbe  evidence,  I  take  it, 
has  been  for  some  time  in  the  hands  of  honorable 
members,  and  I  presume  has  been  read  by  them. 
It  ought  to  be  read  in  connection  with  the  state- 
ment I  made  to  this  House,  for  I  say,  and  I  say 
it  very  boldly,  that  there  is  absolutely  no  dis- 
crepancy whatever  in  any  part  of  the  evidence 
and  the  original  statement  made  by  me.  The 
Committee  found  two  things :  first,  that  I  had 
received  £50  from  the  Au^land  City  Corpora- 
tion for  services  rendered  previous  to  and  dating 
tbe  session  of  1876  in  connection  with  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  and  the  Auckland  Water- 
works Act.  Sir,  there  is  no  evidence  whatever — 
there  never  was  any  evidence — that  the  latter 
part  of  the  statement  was  correct.  It  has  never 
been  shown  in  any  way  that  I  received  remunera- 
tion for  anything  I  did  in  connection  with  the 
Municipal  Corpon^ions  Act  which  was  brougbt 
in  and  passed  by  this  House  last  session.  The 
evidence  is  exactly  the  reverse.  It  will  be  found 
that  I  absolutely  state — and  I  take  it  that  my 
statement  before  the  Committee  was  equivalent 
to  a  statement  upon  oath — I  state  that  I  received 
no  remuneration,  fee,  or  reward  in  oonnectk>n 
with  the  Auckland  Waterworks  Act.  Where 
is  tbe  evidence  that  I  did?  It  is  stated  that 
an  account  was  furnished  which  contained  an 
item  for  drawing  the  Waterworks  Act  ibt  the 
Corporation  of  Auckland.  In  reply  to  that,  I 
state  that  I  did  not  draw  the  Act,  I  did  not 
charge  anything  for  drawing  the  Act,  and  I  never 
received  anything  for  any  service  in  conneoticm 
with  the  Act.  And  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  account  was  not  compiled  by  me,  sent  in  by 
me,  or  seen  by  me  ;  and,  in  addition,  that  it  was 
never  paid  to  me  or  to  any  one  else.  If  that  is 
not  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  statement  that  a 
person  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  every  item  in 
an  account  made  up  by  another  person,  I  fail  to 
see  how  any  answer  can  be  sufficient.  But,  Sir, 
there  was  more  evidence.  It  is  to  me  a  matter 
of  regret  that  a  Committee  of  this  House,  dealing 
vrith  serious  imputations  against  the  character  gI 
one  of  its  members,  should  have  failed  to  obt«io 
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an  the  evidence  afc  its  command.  The  question 
between  the  Corpoimtion  of  Auckland  and  my- 
self waa  a  question  in  regard  to  which  onlj 
two  human  heings  were  in  a  position  to  give 
eridenoe.  I  gave  CTidence  as  one  of  the  prin- 
dpals  in  the  matter.  The  only  other  person  who 
conld  ^ve  eridenoe  was  the  other  prmoipal,  and 
his  endence  was  not  asked  for  and  was  not 
taken.  When  his  evidence  was  read  in  this 
House  it  was  discredited ;  and  jet  I  was  adjudged 
guiltj  of  d<»ng  that  which  I  never  did,  and  which 
the  other  person  who  made  the  hargain  says  I 
nerer  did.  How,  I  ask,  is  it  possible  for  any 
evidence  to  be  stronger  than  this  P  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  read  to  the  House  what  the 
other  principal  said  in  the  matter;  hut  I  shall 
DOW  refer  to  the  second  finding,  which  was  to 
the  eflbct  that  "  certain  clauses  appear,  from  Mr. 
Luak't  evidence,  to  have  been  inserted  in  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Luak,  after  interviews  with  the  Gh>Temment 
on  the  subject,  which  clauses  the  Auckland  City 
Council  desired  to  have  passed  into  law,  and  for 
drafting  which  dauses  Mr.  Lusk  was  subsequently 
paid."  But  what  does  the  evidence  say  ?  It  says 
Uiat  "no  clauses  drafted  by  me  were  ever  inserted 
in  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act."  How  then 
can  it  powibly  be  said  that  the  finding  was  cor- 
rect? I  vrould  read  that  evidence,  but  on  the 
apur  of  the  moment  I  cannot  lay  my  hand  upon 
it ;  but.  Sir,  I  will  state  tEat  in  this  evidence  it  is 
shown  that  the  question  was  asked  of  me  whether 
it  waa  so  or  not.  I  was  asked  whether  these 
dauses  were  inserted,  and  I  said  they  were  not  in- 
serted, but  that  they  were  handed  over  to  another 
draftsman,  who,  in  his  turn,  drew  clauses  which, 
although  similar  to  mine  in  substance,  differed 
altogel^r  in  form,  and  these  were  the  clauses 
which  were  inserted  in  the  Bill.  What  is  it  that 
a  ooDveyancing  counsel  is  paid  for  when  he  drafts 
a  Bill  ?  Why,  it  is  simply  for  the  form  in  which 
he  puts  his  ideas.  If  the  form  is  not  used,  his 
wo»,  at  all  events,  is  thrown  on  one  side ;  and  I 
a^  dialiberately  and  distiocUy,  since  I  have  heard 
mat  has  been  said  in  this  House  on  the  subject, 
that  no  clause  in  the  Munidpal  Corporations  Act 
resembles  in  form  any  one  clause  that  I  drew. 
So  much  with  regard  to  what  is  really  and  truly 
the  lit40ral  question  that  was  before  this  House. 
The  literal  question  was.  Had  I  been  guilty  of 
contempt  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  by  draft- 
ing these  Bills  and  canring  them  through  the 
Hooae?  Well,  Sir,  the  Waterworks  Act  wss  car- 
ried hj  me  through  this  House,  but  for  carrying 
it  I  received  no  fee  or  reward  whatever.  The 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  last  session  was 
not  brooeht  in  by  me,  and  none  of  its  clauses 
were  draned  by  me.  It  was  brought  in  by  the 
Gkifvemmeot,  and  was  carried  through  the  House 
with  no  more  assistance  from  me  than  it  obtained 
from  many  other  honorable  members  of  the 
House,  and,  aa  a  matter  of  fact,  with  not  nearly 
so  much  assistance  as  it  received  from  some 
boDorable  members.  I  understand  that  I  have 
been  condemned  on  the  strength  of  a  particular 
Standing  Order,  but  I  fail  to  understand  how 
tliat  ia  to.  I  am  bound  by  the  decision  of  this 
House,  and,  if  the  House  says  that  a  certain 
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thing  is  a  breach  of  its  pririleges,  of  course  I 
must  consider  myself  to  have  l^en  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  its  privileges.  But  I  think  I  can  un« 
derstand  plain  English,  and  in  my  opinion  it 
would  be  a  most  unfortunate  thing  if  the  plain 
meaning  of  plain  words,  as  set  forth  in  our  Stand* 
ing  Orders,  is  to  be  held  to  be  wholly  different 
from  what,  as  it  appears  to  me,  it  b.  Let  any 
man  read -as  I  react  the  terms  of  this  Standing 
Order,  which  says, — 

**  It  is  contrary  to  the  law  and  usage  of  Parlia- 
ment that  any  member  of  this  House  shoidd  be 
permitted  to  engage,  either  by  himself  or  any. 
partner,  in  the  management  of  private  Bills  be- 
fore thb  or  the  other  House  of  Parliament  for 
pecuniary  reward." 

If  those  words  have  the  ordinary  meaning 
which  is  attached  to  them  by  Englishmen,  thej 
mean  that  no  member  of  this  House  shall  bring 
before  the  House  or  promote  in  the  House  any 
measure  in  which  that  member  himself  may  be 
concerned  for  fee  or  reward.  I  was  not  con- 
cerned for  fee  or  reward  in  any  measure  ever 
brought  before  this  House.  I  was  not  so  con- 
cerned in  relation  to  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  or  the  Waterworks  Act,  and  no  one  can  saj 
that,  with  regard  to  any  clause  that  I  made  a  draft 
of,  I  ever  took  any  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
House.  There  were  clauses  in  the  Bill  that  were 
drafted  by  the  GK)vemment  draftsman,  which 
closely  resembled  the  clauses  which  I  hiad  pre* 
yiously  drafted;  but  vras  it  ever  shoffn  in  the 
House  that  I  bad  taken  any  action  vrith  re* 
gard  to  those  clauses  ?  I  say  that  the  Standing 
Order  vras  never  infringed  by  me.  I  am  given 
to  understand  that  the  idea  vras  that  there  was 
a  law  behind  our  Standing  Orders  which  oyer* 
ruled  those  Standing  Orders.  I  do  not  like 
to  remark  upon  what  appears  to  me  to  be  an 
idea  contrary  to  all  notions  of  fair-play.  If 
there  are  certain  rules  laid  down  by  this  House, 
does  it  become  the  House  to  say  that  these 
rules,  although  we  haye  laid  them  down,  are 
little  better  than  a  trapP  Honorable  members 
may  be  led  into  a  trap  because  they  do  not  know 
that  the  rules  mean  something  more  than  they 
are  supposed  to  mean.  I  understand  that  our 
rules  set  forth  that  it  is  only  in  matters  not  dealt 
with  in  our  Standing  Orders  that  we  take  into 
consideration  the  decisions  that  arc  reported  from 
the  English  Parliament.  With  regard  to  this,  I 
may  say  that  I  hold  that  where  we  haye  delibe- 
rately smd  a  certain  thing  we  should  not  be  over- 
ruled by  the  English  Parliament.  I  do  not  think 
it  fair  to  myself  or  to  any  member  of  this  House 
that  he  should  be  held  guilty  of  contempt  because 
he  has  observed  only  the  Standing  Orders  of  this 
House,  and  not  those  of  another  House.  I  think 
it  will  be  confessed  by  honorable  members  that, 
so  far  as  the  Uteral  accusation  made  against  me  is 
concerned,  there  was  singularly  little  upon  which 
to  found  the  report  of  the  Committee.  I  do  not . 
know  what  other  things  may  have  led  honorable 
gentlemen  to  take  a  different  view  of  the  case 
from  that  which  I  should  naturally  have  exnected 
them  to  take  on  the  face  of  the  evidence  oefore 
them,  but  I  cannot  belieye  that  they  did  anything 
but  what  they  considered  to  be  right,  especially 
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wlieQ  the  reeult  would  be  that  a  slur  would  be 
cait  on  a  member  of  thia  HooBe.  It  appears  to 
In^  that  it  would  be  a  most  unfortunate  thing  for 
thi»  House  itself  if  we  were  to  consider  those  who 
have  been  in  ignorance  of  the  somewhat  doubt- 
fu)  meanings  which  are  placed  on  the  Standing 
Ocders  to  m  offenders,  if  every  member  who  is 
iffnorant  of  the  exact  meaning  of  those  Standing 
Orders  were  deemed  to  be  a  criminal  it  would  be 
a  most  imfortunate  thing  for  the  tountry.  I  do 
not  wish  to  prolong  the  discussion  of  this  matter, 
but  I  ask  the  House  to  consider  tliese  two  points 
— ^namely,  that,  first  of  all,  I  did  not  do  the  thing 
which  I  was  held  to  be  guilty  of  doing ;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  eyidence  taken  before  the 
Cdmniittee  was  only  of  a  partial  character.  The 
Committee  only  accepted  my  eyidence,  and  in 
opposition  to  that  evidence  a  scrap  of  paper  was 
put  in ;  whereas  other  evidence  might  have  been 
taken,  and  then  the  whole  thing  would  have  been 
made  plain  and  dear.  I  put  before  the  Com- 
mittee a  short  tel^ap'am  from  Mr.  Tonks,  who  was 
lately  a  member  of  this  House,  and  who  bad  been 
fo^  some  time  Mayor  of  Auckland.  The  tele- 
gram I  sent  to  him  read  thus:  "Please  state 
wtiether  you  agreed  to  pay  me  for  promoting 
Bills  before  House  last  year,  or  only  for  pro- 
fessional work."  His  reply  to  that  was,  "I 
agreed  to  give  you  £50  for  professional  services." 
I  thought,  seeing  that  I  had  made  a  solemn 
sti^tement  of  all  the  facts  in  this  case,  and  seeing 
that  I  had  declared  that  I  knew  nothing  what- 
ever of  the  account  which  was  brought  up,  and 
with  which  I  was  supposed  to  have  some  connec- 
iioai^I  thought  that,  when  I  had  denied  Itaving 
any  knowledge  of  that  account,  my  word  would 
be  .taken.  This  account  was  never  recognized  by 
the  party  to  whom  it  was  sent ;  it  was  sent  with- 
out my  knowledge,  and  it  was  never  paid.  I 
thought  that  when  I  stated  those  facts  to  the 
Conunittee  the  House  would  not  dishonor  itself 
by. doubting  my  word.  I  did  not  believe  that  a 
Committee  of  this  House  would  allow  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Assembly  to  be  accused  of  telling 
untruths  when  he  had  made  a  deUberate  stale- 
ment  which  he  considered  as  binding  as  if  he  had 
made  it  upon  oath.  I  did  not  think  members  of 
thiis  House  would  stand  by  quietly  and  see  me 
accused  of  making  false  statements ;  therefore  I 
never  dreamt  of  getting  an  elaborate  statement 
of  my  case  from  the  Mayor  of  Auckland.  But 
when  I  heard  that  I  had  been  treated  as  I 
waa  treated,  when  I  heard  that  things  had 
been  said  which  caused  me  much  pain  and 
which  have  been  most  iiyurious  to  my  repu- 
tation, I  wrote  to  Mr.  Tonks,  and  requested 
him  to  state  freely,  as  nearly  as  he  could, 
what  were  the  drcumstanoes  connected  with 
any  business  communication  I  bad  had  with 
the  Municipal  Corporation  of  Auckland.  Before 
that  time  I  had  received  from  Mr.  Tonks  a 
memorandum,  which  has  been  already  read  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaxoa  in  this  House ; 
but  I  had  not  the  least  idea  that  the  matter 
would  be  discussed  as  was  discussed,  and  I 
did  not  think  that  the  short  telegram  which 
I  read  to  the  Committee  was  not  suffioiout. 
However,  whan  I  leamoO    that   such  was  the 


case,  I  asked  Mt.  Tonks,  as  the  lato  Mayor 
of  Auckland,  to  give  me  a  free  explanation  of 
the  whole  of  t))e  circumstances.  I  got  tliat  ex- 
planation, and  I  have  it  here  now,  and,  with  the 
leave  of  the  House,  should  like  to  read  it.  I  may 
say  I  hare  had  no  other  communication  witk  Mr. 
Tonks  on  this  subject ;  I  have  not  attempted  to 
refresh  his  memory  in  any  way ;  and  it  is  not  fikir 
to  imply,  as  the  Committee  has  done,  that  the 
statement  he  has  made  is  in  any  way  contrary  to 
truth.  I  understand  that  that  suf^sesiioa  was 
made  in  the  House.  I  under»tand  tliat  the 
suggestion  was  made  that  Mr.  Tonks,  lately  a 
member  of  this  House,  was  so  base  that  he  would, 
at  my  suggestion,  afiect  to  remember  things  that 
had  not  occurred,  and  give  a  statement  to  be 
read  in  the  House  totally  contrary  to  the  truth. 
Sir,  what  Mr.  Tonks  has  written  to  me  is  this : — 
"  Auckland,  23rd  October,  1877. 

"  Mt  dbab  Lvbk, — ^The  following  is,  as  £ar  as 
I  can  remember,  the  hist-ory  of  the  £50  privilege 
case.  Some  time  before  last  session  the  Auckland 
City  Council  required  amendments  to  the  Cor* 
porations  Act,  and  it  was  intended  to  have  a 
special  Act  drawn,  but,  hearing  that  it  was  tlia 
intention  of  GoTomment  to  introduce  a  new 
Corporations  Act,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
have  the  s|>ecial  clauses  we  wanted  drawn  up  by 
a  solicitor  for  us,  and,  if  possible,  to  gei  them 
incorporated  in  the  Government  Act.  Your 
name  was  mentioned,  and  I  was  authorized  to 
arrange  with  you.  Accordingly,  I  met  you,  and 
after  t^ome  conversation,  in  which  I  believe  I  asked 
you  if  there  was  anything  to  prevent  your  actinc 
professionally  for  the  Corporation,  it  was  arranged 
that  the  clauses  required  were  to  be  drafted  bj 
you  for  the  sum  of  £50.  After  you  arrived  at 
Wellington,  you  either  telegraphed  or  wrote,  or 
both,  askiuff  for  a  Parliamentary  agent  to  be  sent 
down,  and  Mr.  Stevenson  was  acooi^ingly  ^iigaced 
and  sent  down  for  that  purpose.  Shortly  attar 
my  return  from  Wellington  I  was  informed  that 
an  account  for  £66  odd  had  been  sent  in  to  the 
Corporation  for  payment  I  don't  think  I  saw 
the  aceount,  but,  in  consequence  of  hearing  of  it, 
I  waited  on  you,  and  reminded  you  of  our  agree* 
ment,  which  you  at  once  admitted.  The  £50  waa 
accordingly  voted  by  the  Council,  and  I  presume 
in  due  course  handed  to  you.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  can  add  anything  to  this  plain  statement  of 
bare  facts,  but  simply  to  hope  that  it  may  be  of 
use  to  you. — I  am,  Ac.,  "B.  Tones. 

"  P.O. — It  is,  perhaps,  hardly  necessary  to  s^ 
that  in  no  way  did  our  negotiations  tend  towarda 
influencing  your  vote  in  the  House,  nor  was  it 
any  part  of  our  bargain  that  you  should  obtain 
any  support  to  our  views.  Ajiything  you  maj 
hafe  done  to  secure  such  support  was  quite  volun- 
tary on  your  part.  "  B.  Tomts." 

rl^ow,  that  u  not  a  statement  elicited  by  me 
from  Mr.  Tonks — not  a  statement  which  I  asked 
him  to  make  in  order  to  get  me  out  of  any  dif  • 
Acuity.  I  oould  not  so  have  insulted  a  gentleman 
in  his  position,  nor  should  I  consider  myself  base 
enough  to  attempt  such  a  thing.  I  would  not 
insult  him  by  supposinff  him  capable  of  being  a 
partioipator  in  what  is  Uttle  better  than  a  crime. 
That  is  a  plain  statement  of  the  matter,  so  far  as 
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Mr.  Tonlu  remembered  it  i  and  it  will  be  found, 
on  looking  at  the  eyidence  gi?en  hj  me,  that  that 
plain  statement  of  bare  facts  in  every  way  tallies 
with  the  statement  made  by  me  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  haa  been  eud  that  I  came  to  Welling- 
ton and  endeavoured  to  get  this  Bill  that  I  h^ 
drawn  embodied  in  the  Goremment  Bill ;  that  I 
■aw  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  then  Premier  of  the  colony ; 
that  I  urged  on  him  the  doing  of  this ;  thnt  for 
these  things  I  charged  money ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, I  was  promoting  the  Bill  before  this  House. 
It  may  possibly  be  that,  had  I  done  all  this,  I 
should  hare  been  promoting  the  Bill  before  the 
Hodse,  and  have  left  myself  open  to  the  charge  of 
doing  that  for  which  the  House  has  thought  fit 
to  Ti»it  me  with,  I  suppose,  as  severe  a  punish- 
ment as  the  House  oould  well  have  inflicted  upon 
a  man  who  was  really  guilty.  But  what  are  the 
fscts  ?  £50  was  offered  to  me  for  drafting  certain 
daoaes  which  were  intended  to  be  used  by  the 
Corporation ;  £50  was  paid  for  doing  that  which 
Mr.  Tonks  has  stated,  and  I  have  sworn  it  was 
not  paid  for  anything  beyond  that.  When  I 
came  to  Wellington,  when  1  saw  Sir  Julius  Yogel, 
and  when  I  did  all  the  thin^  which  I  freely 
admit  that  I  did  with  the  new  of  advancing 
what  I  thouffht  were  Terr  worthy  objects  on  the 
part  of  the  Corporation  of  Auckland — I  say,  when 
I  did  all  this,  I  did  it,  as  Mr.  Tonks  has  stated, 
absolutely  gratuitously,  absolutely  out  of  goodwill. 
I  told  the  Committee,  in  evidence,  that  I  was 
entitled  to  the  £50  before  ever  I  came  to  Wel- 
Hngton,  and  t>efore  ever  I  saw  Sir  Julius  Yogel  at 
all.  My  work  was  done  at  the  moment  when  I 
had  drafted  these  clauses  for  the  Act,  and  when 
these  clauses  were  accepted  by  the  Mayor  of 
Aneklaiid  and  the  Committee  of  the  Council  as 
being  satisfactory  for  their  purpose.  Then  I 
was  entitled  to  receive  the  money,  and  then 
the  bargain  was  concluded.  If  I  came  to  this 
House  and  aftern-ards  exerted  myself,  it  was 
soi  as  a  paid  solicitor,  but  it  was  as  a  member 
for  the  Rrorince  of  Auckland  who  really  be- 
liered  that  it  was  desirable  that  certain  things 
shouli  be  done.  I  say,  without  the  slightest 
hesitation,  that  no  one  can  go  through  the  evi- 
dence and  show  that  I  did  anything  that  was 
wrong  in  intention.  But  I  may  go  further.  It 
haa  been  said.  Sir,  by  yourself  in  this  House— 
and  I  hare  to  expre^  to  you  my  thanks  for  your 
having  stated  that  in  the  chair  which  we  all 
know  to  be  perf^tly  correct,  but  which  comes 
with  peculiar  force  when  stated  by  you,  from  your 
creat  knowledge,  your  long  experience,  and  your 
high  position — I  say  I  feel  exceedingly  obliged  to 
^oii  for  stating  that  which  we  all  know  to  be 
true — namely,  that  that  which  I  did  has  been 
habitnally  done  in  all  time  since  this  Assembly 
existed  by  legal  gentlemen  who  held  seate  in  it. 
It  does  appear  to  me  a  strange  thing  that  the 
Hoo)^  slioiild,  in  this  year  of  grace  1877,  have 
suddenly  discovered  that  a  great  breach  of  its 
pri«ii^;n  had  been  oommittea,  that  there  was  a 
cro»s  contempt  of  Parliament  being  committed 
by  one  member,  one  young  member,  inexperienced 
ift  the  ways  of  this  HoiUe,  b^  liii  drafting  a  Bill 
irUA  afterwards  eiuno  before  the  Hbtise.  It 
Md  net  rrquirtf  to  >e  a  young  member  <tf  the 


House  to  do  this.  The  oldest  legal  members 
have  done  it.  They  have  done  it  every  year. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikato  did  it  last 
year.  And  it  was  stated  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East — he  stated  it  like  a  man 
and  a  gentleman — it  was  stated  by  him  that  ha 
did  it  last  year.  The  honorable  member  who 
sits  on  the  Government  benches,  Mr.  Sheehaa, 
stated  that  he  did  it,  or,  rather,  that  he  agreed 
to  do  it,  which  is  almost  as  large  a  contempt. 
When  I  find  that  last  year  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  this  House,  who  has  been  Attomey- 
Q-eneral  of  the  colony  time  and  again,  who  should 
have  known  if  he  was  doing  anytning  wrong,  did 
the  very  thing  I  was  charged  with  doing 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man  is  alluding  to  me,  I  can  only  say  that  his 
statement  is  incorrect.  I  did  not  draft  a  Bill, 
and,  if  I  did,  I  did  not  get  paid  for  it  at  all 
events. 

Mr.  LIJSK. — I  expected  the  honorable  member 
would  say  so.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honor* 
able  member  received  the  money  or  not,  but  the 
money  was  paid  to  the  firm  of  Whitaker  and 
Russell.  I  know  that  £33  was  paid  for  drafting 
a  Bill  for  the  Harbour  Board  of  tne  Thames ;  and 
a  further  payment  of  £3  6s.  6d.  for  clerk's  fees 
was  made.  That  money  was  paid ;  at  all  events 
the  books  of  the  Board  show  it  to  have  been  paid. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  honorable  member 
was  aware  of  it ;  I  do  not  say  that  he  was ;  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  that.  But  I  state 
plainly  what  is  a  fttct,  and,  if  the  honorable  men^- 
her  will  turn  to  the  Thames  Advertiser  of  the 
12th  May  of  last  year,  he  will  find  a  very  full  and 
very  remarkable  report  bearing  upon  the  whole 
matter — a  report  which  I  do  not  think  it  is  my 
place*  to  bring  before  the  House.  I  have  no 
revengeful  feelings  towards  any  member  of  this 
House.  I  should  consider  that  I  was  acting  a 
contemptible  part  if,  because  I  think  I  have  been 
treated  with  extraordinary  harshness  and  with 
some  degree  of  unintentional  injustice,  I  were  to 
turn  round  and  assail  honorable  members  in  all 
directions  in  this  House,  and  say  that  because 
I  have  been  punished  I  would  have  them  all 
punished  as  I  was.  I  trust  that  my  feeling 
of  respect  for  myself  will  at  all  times  keep  me 
from,  so  low  a  mode  of  answering  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  very  unjust  charge  brought 
against  me.  I  have  no  desire  to  do  this.  I 
only  mentioned  the  honorable  gentleman  as  an 
instance;  he  was  only  one  of  many.  As  you 
yourself  stated,  the  House  has  never  taken  up  this 
position  before.  It  has  never  visited  upon  the 
legal  members  of  the  House  any  kind  of  dis- 
pleasure before  this  f  ime.  It  has  been  a  constant 
cu-«tom,  an  unchallenged  custom,  of  members  of 
this  House,  of  old  members,  to  do  this  work ; 
and,  however  undesirable  it  may  be  —  I  agree, 
upon  consideration,  that  it  is  undesirable  that  this 
should  be  done — ^however  undesirable  it  may  be, 
it  does  appear  to  me  to  be  a  very  singular  things 
that  perhaps  one  of  the  very  youngest  and  newest 
members  of  this  House,  almost  before  he  had 
taken  his  seat  in  the  House,  indeed,  actually 
before  he  had  taken  his  seat,  should  be  held  to  M 
guilty  of  contempt  of  this  House  for  doing  that- 
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whicb,  after  all,  appean  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  in 
vocordance  with  the  Standing  Order.  It  is  not 
mj  desire  in  any  way  to  appeal  to  the  mercy  of 
this  Hoose.  I  do  not  think  that,  had  I  been 
liere  when  this  question  was  discussed,  I  should 
have  made  any  appeal  ad  mUericordiam  to  this 
House  at  alL  I  do  not  think  that  I  should  haye 
taken  up  that  position  and  cried,  "  Feccavi  ;  deal 
lightly  with  me,  because  I  am  a  young  man  or  a 
young  member.*'  It  would  not  become  me  to  do 
this  in  the  face  of  the  fact  which  we  all  know — 
that  I  have  not  been  alone  in  this,  that  I  have 
only  done  what  other  people  hare  been  constantly 
doing.  I  say  it  would  not  become  me,  although 
I  feel  exceedingly  obliged  to  many  honorable 
members  of  this  House 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt 
the  honorable  member,  or  desire  that  he  should 
omit  anything  from  his  statement  which  he 
thinks  material,  but  I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
man ia  occupying  a  rather  long  time  in  making 
his  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  LUSK. — I  admit  that  I  hare  been  a  long 
time,  and  I  regret  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  long 
time ;  but,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  say  so,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  if  erer  indulgence  should  be 
granted  to  a  member  of  the  House  that  indulgence 
would  come  with  a  singularly  good  grace  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  I  will  appeal  to  members 
of  the  House  whether  they  consider  that,  in  the 
statement  I  have  been  making,  or  in  the  manner 
in  which  I  hare  made  it,  I  do  not  deserre  to  be 
heard  to  the  end  with  all  the  patience  which  the 
House  can  find  in  its  heart  to  giro  me.  I  hare 
so  desire  to  make  a  much  longer  statement,  and 
least  of  all  do  I  desire  to  say  anything  in  the 
way  of  recrimination.  If  I  haye  said  anything 
in  regard  to  other  honorable  members  it  has  not 
been  with  an^  idea  of  recriminating.  It  has 
been  merely  with  the  idea  of  putting  myself  right 
with  the  House,  and  putting  myself  right  with 
my  constituents,  who,  of  course,  read  what  is  said 
in  this  House,  and  who  will  naturally  think, 
from  the  course  adopted  by  the  House  towards 
me,  that  I  was  guuty  of  something  most  ex- 
ceptional and  most  improper.  I  conceiye  that  I 
was  guilty  of  nothing  exceptional.  I  conceiye 
that  throughout  thb  House  erery  member  knows 
that  what  I  did  do  was  less  a  breach  of  the 
Standing  Orders  than  that  which  is  done  every 
session  by  members  of  my  own  profession,  who 
are  never  found  fault  with  or  punished  in  any 
way  for  doing  it.  If  that  be  so,  I  am  entitled  to 
say  that  it  does  appear  to  me  that  I  have  been 
treated  with  great  harshness,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that,  even  had  I  intended  to  do  what  I  ought 
not  to  have  done,  supposing  it  was  admitted  that 
X  had  intended  to  bring  in  the  clauses  I  drafted 
for  the  Council,  and  had  intended  to  pass  them 
through  this  House— the  fact  that  I  never  did 
brinethem  in,  that  I  never  did  pass  them  through 
the  House,  and  the  fact  tliat  there  was  not  a 
tittle  of  evidence  to  show  that  I  took  any  part  in 
passing  such  clauses  through  the  House,  should 
certainly  have  weighed  to  make  it  appear  that 
my  case,  however  desirable  it  might  be  to  use  it  as 
a  means  to  establish  a  precedent  in  the  House, 
should  at  least  not  be  used  for  inflicting  a  punish- 


ment  upon  a  member  which,  to  those  who  did 
not  understand  the  matter,  might  have  somewhat 
the  ^pearance  of  a  vindictive  punishment.  Sir, 
I  am  not  praying  the  House  to  reconsider  its 
decision.  1  am  not  arguing  in  order  that  the 
fine  imposed  on  me  shmild  be  remitted.  I  am 
merely  stating  what  appeared  to  be  the  reaaoni 
why,  had  I  had  the  opportunity,  which  I  beliere 
I  was  equitably  entitled  to,  of  being  here  at  the 
time  that  the  matter  was  under  discussion  in  this 
Assembly — had  I  had  that,  then,  as  I  firmly 
believe,  the  sense  of  justice,  the  sense  of  fair-play 
and  generosity  which  always  characterize  a  body 
of  Englishmen  such  as  this  would  liave  been  ex- 
tended to  me,  and  that  I  should  in  no  way  have 
been  treated  as  if  I  were  a  criminal  for  that  which, 
at  the  very  utmost,  and  in  the  very  graveet  way 
in  which  it  could  be  treated,  was  but  an  error 
in  judgment.  Only  one  word.  Sir,  in  conclusion. 
I  had  forgotten  oce  pointy  and  that  was  thia :  It 
was,  I  understand,  asserted  that  I  might  very  easily 
have  put  myself  right  if,  when  I  had  found  that  I 
was  doing  wrong,  I  had  gone  to  the  City  Council 
and  refused  to  accept  the  £50  that  was  paid  to  me. 
Had  I  believed  for  a  moment  that  I  was  doing 
wrong — ^had  I  had  the  least  impression  in  my 
mind  that  I  was  doing  anything  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  this  House,  anything  contrary  to  the 
privileges  of  the  House,  those  who  know  me 
know  well  enough  that  £50  would  not  have  in- 
duced me  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  But  I  did 
not  know  it ;  and,  in  spite  of  remarks  that  were 
made  here  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wanga* 
nui,  whom,  were  he  in  his  place,  I  should  have 
mentioned  in  a  very  difierent  way  from  that 
in  which  I  have  done  —  in  spite  of  what  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui  seems  to  me 
to  have  said  in  this  House,  that  I  admitted  that 
I  knew  I  was  wrong — that  when  I  came  here 
I  discovered  that  I  was  committing  a  breach  of 
the  Standing  Orders  of  this  House — I  say  there 
never  was  a  case  in  which  evidence  was  more 
misunderstood  or  more  twisted  than  this  evi- 
dence  must  be  to  leave  any  such  impression  as 
that.  I  did  not  know,  I  never  dreamt,  that  I  was 
doing  anything  contrary  to  the  Standing;  Orders 
of  the  House.  I  knew  perfectly  well,  not  so 
much  from  the  Standing  Orders  as  from  a  gene- 
ral impression  gained  by  what  I  had  heard  from 
members  and  from  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments  in 
relation  to  another  matter,  that  it  would  never 
become  me  to  act  as  an  agent  in  promoting  Bills. 
But  I  never  dreamt  that  anything  I  had  under- 
taken to  do,  or  anything  I  did  do,  was  in  the  nature 
of  agency  in  any  way  whatever.  I  accepted  the 
£50  in  perfectly  good  faith,  believing  that  I  was 
as  thoroughly  entitled  to  do  so  as  I  was  to  reoeire 
any  other  professional  fee  for  professional  woik ; 
and,  in  spite  of  what  has  taken  place,  in  spite  of 
all  the  unfortunate  results  which  have  flowed  frrom 
that  act,  which,  at  the  outside,  was  at  most  an  in- 
advertently erroneous  act,  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  I  do  not  consider  that  I  did  anything  in  the 
slightest  degree  morally  wrong;  and  I  can  assure 
this  honorable  House  that  I  never  did,  and  never 
dreamt  of  doing,  ah^thing  in  any  way  liable  -to 
the  charge  of  being  in  the  nature  of  a  contempt 
of  ParliMnent.    Sv,  contempt  of  Parliament  H 
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ftboat  tlie  last  thing  that  I  should  be  guiltj  of. 
I  hsTO  the  highest  respect  and  rererence  for  the 
dicnit  J  of  Parliament,  and  I  belioTe  that  I  can 
rAr  to  jon  and  to  eyerj  other  honorable  K^ni Io- 
nian in  this  House  whether,  throughout  the  two 
sessions  during  which  I  haye  had  the  honor  of 
haTing  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  not,  by 
mj  conduct  as  a  member,  shown  that  I  have 
the  highest  respect  and  the  highest  regard  and 
rererence  for  the  dignity  and  the  rights  of  the 
House.  I  haye  to  thank  honorable  members  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  received  this  ex- 
planation, and  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  very 
sorry  that  I  should  haye  been  obliged  to  occupy 
so  much  of  the  time  of  the  House. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 

ICr.  SPEAKER  directed  the  Clerk  to  call  on 
Uie  Orders  of  the  day. 

Sir  G-.  Obbt  and  Major  Atkinson  rose  to 
■peak,  and  Ifajor  Atkinson  sat  down. 

Sir O.  GREY.— I  moye,  That  the  consideration 
of  the  Land  Bill  be  postponed  until  after  No.  6. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Order  has  not  been 
oalled  on.  The  question  arises,  as  a  matter  of 
|nactioe,  whether  any  motion  proposed  to  be  made 
in  rsspect  to  the  first  Order  of  the  da^is  to  be 
made  before  the  Order  is  oalled  on  pr  not.  My 
own  plain  reading  of  it  would  be  that  the  House 
sbonld  wait  until  the  Order  is  called  on.  I  under- 
stand it  has  been  the  practice  that  any  motion 
made  in  respect  of  the  first  Order  of  the  day  is  to 
be  made  prior  to  its  being  called  on ;  that  the 
Spea][er  haying  intimated  "We  will  proceed  to 
the  Orders  of  the  day"  u,  in  fact,  a  calling  on. 
So  be  it,  on  the  minor  point.  Then  comes  the 
question  of  two  honorable  members  apparently 
lisiog  at  the  same  time.  Do  I  understand  that 
titttbso? 

Sir  G.  GREY.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  rose  certainly. 

Shr  G.  GREY.— I  rose  first. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Undoubtedly  I  rose  first. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— So  be  it.  I  will,  for  the 
present,  reg^ud  this  as  the  practice — I  am  told  it 
is  the  practice,  although  I  do  not  see  the  reason 
of  it--that,  when  any  motion  is  to  be  made  in 
ngard  to  an  Order  of  the  day,  it  is  taken  to  be 
i  calling  on  when  the  Speaker  intimates  that 
he  is  about  to  proceed  to  the  Orders  of  the  day. 
Therefore,  the  first  Order  of  the  day  having  been 
called  on,  if  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  thinks  he  has  precedence,  well  and  good. 
At  the  same  time,  if  he  has,  and  makes  a 
motion,  as  I  understand  him  to  do,  there  is  a 
laotion  on  the  Paper  which  is  dearly  capable  of 
heiog  brought  on,  I  have  no  doubt,  and,  if  it 
can  he  brought  on,  so  it  is  capable  of  being 
brought  on  by  way  of  amendment. 

Mr.  STOUT.- 1  would  like  to  speak  to  a 
point  erf  order.  There  seem  to  me  to  be  two 
points  inydlved  in  this  matter.  I  am  speaking 
DOW  strictly  to  the  point  of  order,  because  I  ap- 
prdiend  that  you,  Sir,  will  admit  that  it  is  a 
iDost  important  point  which  has  not  preyiously 
been  raised  in  this  Parliament.  The  first  point 
is  this:  There  being  a  notice  of  motion  on  the 
Paper,  that  notice  of  motion  cannot  be  taken  out 


of  the  regular  course.  That  notice  of  motion  is 
placed  on  the  Paper  after  the  Orders  of  the  day, 
and  before  this  House  can  get  to  that  motion  the 
fifty-seyen  Orders  of  the  day  on  the  Paper  must 
be  disposed  of.  If  this  motion  has  precedence, 
then  it  ought  to  haye  been  placed  before  the 
Orders  of  the  day  on  the  Order  Paper  ;  but, 
under  Standing  Order  71  you  must  direct  the 
Clerk  to  call  on  the  Orders  of  the  day  without 
putting  any  question.  I  admit  at  once,  when  the 
Order  of  the  day  "Land  Bill — in  Committee" 
is  called  on,  the  honorable  member  would  be 
quite  in  order  to  move  that  each  of  the  Orders 
be  postponed  separately.  For  instance,  when 
the  Land  Bill  is  in  Committee  he  might  get  up 
and  move  that  the  Chairman  report  progress,  and 
ask  leaye  to  sit  again ;  and  so  all  the  yarious 
Orders  of  the  day  could  be  disposed  of.  But 
until  this  is  done,  if  we  are  to  be  guided  by  the 
Order  Paper  at  all,  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  has  no  more  right  to  moye  Motion  No.  1 
than  I  have  to  moye  my  Motion  No.  11.  I  know 
I  cannot  proye  tliis  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont,  because  his  mind 
is  a  little  warped  at  present ;  but  I  am  appealing 
to  you  as  judge  in  a  party  matter,  where  two 
parties  arc,  perhaps,  rather  excited,  and  I  say  that 
this  notice  of  motion,  standing  on  the  Order 
Paper  as  No.  1,  cannot  be  reached  by  this  House 
until  the  whole  of  the  fifty-seyen  Orders  of  the 
day  are  disposed  of.  If  it  coidd  be  reached,  why 
should  not  Nos.  2  and  3,  and  other  notices  of 
motion,  be  brought  on  ?  Then  there  is  another 
point  inyolyed.  I  understood  you.  Sir,  to  rule, 
early  this  morning,  that,  where  Goyemment  busi- 
ness has  precedence,  that  can  only  be  got  rid 
of  by  the  Govemment  consenting  to  its  post- 
ponement. Now,  in  the  famous  case  referred  to 
m  May,  last  edition,  pages  255-257,  where  the 
case  of  Poland  was  being  discussed,  a  motion 
was  made  to  postpone  tl^  Goyemment  Orders 
of  the  day,  and  that  was  moyed  by  Viscount 
Palmerston,  who  was  then  in  the  Goyemment. 
He  moyed  a  motion  asking  the  Icaye  of  the 
House.  That  is,  the  Goremment  haying  power 
to  arrange  the  business  as  it  pleased,  viscount 
Palmerston  moved  a  motion,  and  the  House 
thought  fit  to  disagree  with  that  motion,  and  did 
not  go  to  the  Orders  of  the  day.  Mr.  Horsman 
made  a  speech,  reported  in  Hansard;  and  I 
would  ask  you  to  notice  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  that  motion  was  made.  Mr. 
Horsman  explains  the  circumstances,  and  I  may 
say  that  Lord  Palmerston  afterwards  admitted 
Mr.  Horsman's  statement  of  the  facts  to  be  cor- 
rect.    Mr.  Horsman  said, — 

"  On  Monday  last  he  had  the  power  of  bringing 
it  on ;  but  he  is  requested  by  the  Government  to 
postpone  it,  and  the  Government,  in  the  face  of 
the  House,  makes  a  compact  with  him — in  the 
name  of  the  House,  with  the  assent  of  the  House, 
without  a  single  dissentient  Toice — that  if  he  gives 
up  that  right  he  shall  have  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  forward  the  question  to-doy.  In  conse- 
quence of  that  compact  he  foregoes  his  oppor- 
tunity ;  and  to-day,  when  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Gbvemment,  who  is  the  best  judge 
whether  a  discussion  will  embarrass  the  Govern- 
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menti  oomet  forward  to  fulfil  his  promise,  honor- 
able gentlemen  get  up  without  notice,  take  the 
House  bj  surprise,  and  propose  that  that  under- 
standing with  the  House  stiould  be  yiolated." 

That  wa«,  Mr.  Uorsman,  after  a  diyition  took 
place,  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  House  in 
refusing  to  allow  Mr.  Hennes8j*s  motion  to  oome 
on.  There  are  in  that  case  throe  or  four  pecu- 
liar facts.  First,  the  House  had  assented  to 
this  course  being  adopted  without  a  dissentient 
voice.  Second,  the  head  of  the  Government  had 
moved  the  postponement  of  Qovernment  business. 
Now,  these  are  two  facts  that  are  quite  dissimilar 
from  the  present  case.  That  is  not  all.  There  is 
another  cose  in  Hantardt  which  is  also  referre  1 
to  in  Maj,  in  which  Mr.  Du  Cane  was  to  make 
some  motion  in  reference  to  taxation.  Sir  James 
Graham  brought  the  nmtter  before  the  House, 
and  he  urged  thst  the  motion  should  not  be 
moved  untu  it  rightfully  had  preoedenee  of  the 
Orders  of  the  day;  and  the  Speaker  concurred 
in  this  view. — (English  Mafuard,  VoL  166.) 
The  first  point  I  would  put  is  this :  This  notice 
of  motion,  appearing  on  the  Order  Paper  as 
Nolioe  No.  1,  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  regular 
course.  I  submit  that,  if  it  were,  it  would  be 
quite  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  this  Farlta- 
ment.  I  defy  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
to  cite  a  single  precedent  in  which  that  has  been 
done.  Of  course  we  know  that  the  Orders  of 
the  daj  may  be  postponed  by  the  universal  con- 
sent of  the  House  and  the  consent  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  second  point  is  this  ;  that,  as 
Standing  Order  71  says  that  Gt)vemment  busi- 
ness shall  have  preoedenee  on  this  day,  and  no 
question  is  to  be  put  by  you  on  calling  on  the 
Orders  of  the  day — and,  consequently,  as  no 
question  has  been  put,  no  amendment  whatever 
can  be  moved — I  subuiit  that,  before  this  notice 
of  motion  can  be  discussed,  there  must  be  a 
suspension  of  Standing  Orders  under  Standing 
Order  71.  I  submit  that  on  both  those  grounds 
my  contention  is  correct ;  and  I  hope  that,  how- 
ever bitter  and  irritated  some  honorable  mem- 
bers who  are  longing  for  office  may  be,  they  will 
consider  this  matter  of  order  and  precedence  and 
the  conduct  of  our  business  as  even  more  im- 
portant than  party  fights. 

Mr.  R£ES.— Speaking  to  the  point  of  order,  I 
would  indorse  everything  that  has  fa'len  from 
the  hut  honorable  member,  because  it  would  ab- 
polutely  defeat,  without  any  hope  of  the  aversion 
of  that  defeat,  the  order  of  business  in  this 
HouFc  if  any  such  notice  of  motion  is  permitted 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  regiUar  course  before 
the  Government  Orders  of  the  day.  Honorable 
members  will  at  once  see  that  then,  in  order 
to  entitle  any  motion  to  precedence  over  all 
other  motions  and  Orders  of  the  day,  it  would 
only  be  necessary  to  word  a  motion  to  tliis  eficet : 
To  move,  on  the  first  Order  of  the  day  being 
called  on,  that  so-and-so.  This  would  defeat  the 
whole  of  our  Standing  Orders  and  the  whole  of 
our  Parliamentary  practice.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  known  Parliamentary  practice  he 
might  have  put  a  notice  on  the  Supplementary 
Order  Paper  that,  on  the  first  Order  of  the  day, 
he  would  move  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that 
3ir.  Stout 


the  House  hasHM  oonfidenoe  in  the  Govemraent. 
But  this  notice  of  motion  is  on  the  Order  Paper : 
it  is  not  an  amendment  at  all,  but  a  aubatantiTe 
motion.  It  mny  be  said  tliat  the  purpoee  of 
giving  this  notice  of  motion  may  be  defeated 
unless  it  is  allowed  to  be  put  now.  But  a  mem- 
ber might  put  an  impossibility  on  the  Order 
Paper  —  such  as  puttiog  on  Friday's  Order 
Paper  a  notice  that  he  will  move  something  an 
the  previous  Thursday.  This  motion  is  an  im- 
possibility, because,  as  the  honorable  member  (or 
Dune  Jin  City  pointed  out,  before  this  notice  of 
mot  ion  can  be  reached  upon  a  Government  day 
the  Orders  of  the  day  must  be  exhausted.  The 
honorable  gentleman  might  have  attained  his 
object  in  another  way.  He  might  have  moved 
on  Wedntsdsy — when  notices  of  motion  would 
come  first — that  Orders  of  the  day  should  be 
suspended  upon  a  future  day.  That  might  have 
come  on  in  tne  ordinary  course.  Not  only  is  the 
present  proposal  against  Parliamentary  praotipa, 
but  it  is  revolutionary.  I  understood  yon.  Sir, 
to  say  that  there  was  such  a  practice  as  would 
admit  the  possibility  of  a  notice  of  motion  being 
called  on  before  the  Orders  of  the  day.  I  appre- 
hend that  there  is  no  such  practice  in  this  Houie 
or  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  wish  to  be  mis- 
understood by  the  honorable  member.  All  I 
stated  with  respect  to  practice  was  that,  the 
Speaker  having  intimated  that  the  House  would 
proceed  to  the  Orders  of  the  day,  that  was  a 
sufficient  calling  on  to  permit  of  any  one  making 
a  motion.  I  stated  that  I  understood  tluU;  to  be 
the  practice,  although  I  did  not  myself  under- 
stand the  raiionaU  of  it. 

Mr.  BEES. — That  is  the  practice  only  in  cer- 
tain oa«es  of  privilege — cases  of  that  sort  whidi 
take  precedence,  by  the  right  of  the  House  itself, 
of  all  other  bui*iness.  But  I  submit  to  you,  Sir, 
absolutely  that  there  is  not  a  sin^e  instance  of  an 
infraction  of  the  rule  that  on  a  uovemment  day 
GK>v6mment  business  takes  precedence  of  notices 
of  motion  and  all  other  business.  If  a  question 
of  privilege  arises,  or  a  statement  like  that  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Franklin  intervenes,  or 
a  message  from  the  Governor  is  brought  down, 
they  supersede  the  Orders  of  the  day  for  the 
time.  That  may  be  the  general  rule ;  but  there 
has  never  been  in  this  House  or  in  t^e  English 
Parliament  any  instance  of  a  notice  of  motion 
being  brougltt  on  before  the  Orders  of  the  day 
on  a  Government  day.  We  sltall  have  not  only 
to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders  to  allow  it  to  be 
done,  but  we  shall  have  to  move  furmallj  that 
the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended.  If  the  coarse 
proposed  were  allowed  to  be  pursued,  an  honor- 
able member  would  be  in  a  better  position  than 
by  moving  the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders 
if  he  simply  gave  notice,  as  in  this  case,  that  upon 
the  Orders  of  the  day  being  called  on  he  would 
move  tiiat  they  be  postponed.  We  cannot  argue 
that  until  the  Oiders  of  the  day  have  been  consi- 
dered. It  is  plainly  laid  down  in  sections  70  and 
71  of  our  Ordei  8  of  Procedure  that,  on  davs  when 
Orders  take  precedence,  Mr,  Speaker  shall  direct 
the  Clerk  to  read  the  Orders  "  without  question 
being  put."    Therefore  this  motion  is  of  no  ose^ 
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beoinse  theve  is  no  qaestion  npon  which  the 
motioii  oftn  be  pat.     Even  if  it  were  an  amend- 
mlot  it  ixmld  not  be  put,  becaa«e  the  rule  is, 
xakt%  the  Standing  Orders  are  suspended,  to  call 
OD  the  taiit  Order  of  the  daj.    According  to  this 
Order  Paper,  jou  direct  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  further  consideration  of 
tbb  Land  B>U  io  Committee,  and  30U  then  leave 
the  chair.      If  this  course  were  allowed  to  be 
pursued*  half-a-dozen  notices  of  motion  might  be 
giren  for  Mondaj  next,  and  another  half-dozen 
for  Jnesdaj,  and  the  consequence  would  be  that 
not  a  single  OoTemment  m«*asure  would  eyer  be 
brouglkt  forward.    One  person  could  absolute! j 
■top  all  the  business  of  the  House,  eren  without 
talking  against  time,  bj  simplj  putting  a  notice 
on  the  Paper,  "  On  Mondaj  I  shall  move,  on  the 
fifit  Ordar  of  the  daj  being  called  on,  so-and-so ; " 
"On  Tuesday,  on  the  first  Order  of  the  daj 
being  called  on,  I  shall  more  so-and-so."      And 
so  on.     Whj,  Sir,  it  is  revolutionary — it  is  abso- 
lotelj  rerolutionary.     Honorable  members  must 
MS  at  once  that  to  allow  this  would  upset  the 
whole    basis  of  our  Parliamentary  precedents. 
Sueh  a  thing  has  never  been  heard  of.    I  un- 
hesitatingly say  that  such  a  principle  has  never 
been  propounded  before.    It  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  book,  in  any  case,  or  in  any  debate.    The 
Government  on  certain  days  has  the  privilege 
of- bringing  its  business  before  the  House,  and 
nothing  can  stop  it,  because  it  is  the  special 
buaness  of  the  country.    Then,  on  private  days — 
say,  on  Wednesday  next-^-an  honorable  member 
sees  IhirtT-one  notices  of  motion  on  the  Order 
Plqier :  what  has  he  got  to  do  ?    fie  has  only  to 
give  notice  that  at  hidf-past  seven  o'doi-k,  on  the 
first  Order  of  the  day  being  called  on,  he  will 
move  a  certain  motion.    The  thing  is  prepos« 
teioiie.     An  Order  of  the  day  would  never  be  dis- 
posed of  if  it  be  superseded  in  thi«  way  by  a  notice 
of  motion,  unless  a  special  order  has  been  made, 
and  that  Order  must  first  be  moved  for  and  dis- 
cosaed.     Let  the  honorable  member  move  the 
suep«ision  of  the  Standing  Orders — that  I  allow 
he   can   do — but  unless  he    gets  the  Standing 
Orders  aospended  he  cannot  proceed  with  his 
motion.     I  do  not  know  from  what  source  you 
hsTe  obtained  your  authorities,  Sir,  but  I  un- 
heeitattngly  say  that  there  is  no  such  practice  as 
thftt,  on  a  Qovemment  day,  an  honorable  member 
can  give  notice  that>  upon  the  first  Order  of  the 
daj  being  called  on^  ho  will  move  that  all  the 
Orders  ci  the  day  be  suspended  in  order  that  a 
certain  motion  shall  be  taken. 

Mr.  TBAVfiES.— Speaking  to  the  point  of 
order,  I  think  your  ruling.  Sir,  was  to  this  effect : 
that,  npon  the  Orders  of  the  day  being  called  on, 
it  waa  open  to  an  honorable  member  to  move  that 
the  Ordera  of  the  day  be  postponed,  so  that  some 
particular  motion  should  be  tsken.  That  has  been 
ooae  in  this  House  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
arpiea  that  the  accident  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  £gmont  having  given  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  do  that  preventa  it,  because  his  motion 
appears  00  the  Order  Paper.  But  surely,  Sir, 
that  u  pore  surplusage.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber's right  is  just  as  good  as  if  the  motion  did 


not  appear  there ;  though  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
more  convenient  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  give  notice.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  an  in- 
timation— not  a  notice  of  motion  in  the  ordinary 
sense  —  by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
that,  on  the  Orders  of  the  day  being  called  on  at 
that  particular  period,  he  will  more  in  a  particu- 
lar direction  in  regard  to  them.  The  mere  fact  of 
its  appearing  on  the  Order  Paf>er  is  in  the  sense 
of  its  being  put  on  the  Supplementary  Order 
Paper,  and  is  a  not  ification  to  the  House  of  that 
which  the  honorable  member  intends  to  do,  and 
which,  according  to  your  ruling,  Sir,  he  has 
power  to  do  when  the  Orders  of  the  day  are 
called  on. 

Mr.  REES.— No. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— Well,  if  that  is  not  your 
ruling.  Sir 

Mr.  REES. — Is  it  your  rulinr.  Sir,  that  it  is 
competent  to  an  honorable  member  to  rise  in  his 
place  when  the  Orders  of  the  day  are  celled  on, 
and  then  and  there,  without  moving  for  the  sus- 
pension  of  the  Standing  Orders,  to  move  a  certain 
motion  P 

Mr.  SPEAEER^Frobably  it  will  be  better 
to  wsit  until  the  honorable  member  has  con- 
cluded his  remarks. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— I  understood  your  ruling  to 
be  that  it  was  competent  to  the  honorable  mem* 
ber  to  move  such  a  motion. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — With  the  consent  of  the 
Gbvemment. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— Without  the  consent  of  the 
Government  at  all.  I  conceive  that  the  consent 
of  the  Gbvemment  is  in  no  sense  necessary.  I 
see  the  following  recorded  in  the  Journals  of  the 
House  as  having  taken  place  on  the  21st  Septem- 
ber,  1875  :— 

"  Pottponemtnt  of  Orden  of  the  Day,'^ 
Ordered,  That  Orders  of  the  day  3  to  80  indtt- 
sive,  on  the  Order  Paper  of  to-day,  be  post* 
poned." 

Mr.  BARPP.— For  what  purpose? 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— For  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  No.  81,  I  presume. 

Mr.  BARFF.— Tluit  is  an  Order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.  — That  is  immaterial.  It  is 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  any  business  which  this 
House  may  think  desirable.  That  the  6k>vern« 
ment  have  the  right  to  regulate  the  procedure  of 
this  House  is  an  utter  and  absolute  fallacy.  The 
House  regulates  ito  own  business,  and  not  the 
OoTemment.  The  language  of  the  Standing 
Order  is  as  clear  and  definite  as  language  can  be 
— that  is  to  say,  it  is  clear  and  definito  to  any- 
thing  but  party  comprehension.  It  is  absolutely 
clear  and  definite  as  a  matter  of  English  lan- 
guage, but  it  is  utterly  unclear  and  indefinite  to 
tho:»e  who,  in  the  teeth  of  plain  English  language, 
choose  to  put  upon  it  an  interpretation  whush 
suits  a  particular  purpose.  The  binguage  is  this: 
"  The  Orders  of  the  day  are  to  be  disposed  of  in 
the  order  in  which  they  stand  upon  the  Order 
Paper,  the  right  being  reserved  to  Ministers  "— 
of  what  P  Not  of  tiddng  the  Orders  of  the  day 
first — not  of  forcing  upon  the  Honse  the  con- 
sideration of  their  Orders  at  all — but  the  right 
<*  of  placing  CK>vemroent  business  at  the  head  of 
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ihe  lirt."  That  is  the  whole  of  their  right.  The 
list,  fts  it  stands,  is  the  list  of  the  hasiness  of  the 
Hoase,  and  (he  House  has  the  right  to  regulate 
the  mode  in  which  it  will  conduct  its  husiness. 
The  House  can  make  any  order  it  chooses  in  re- 
{;ard  to  the  conduct  of  its  business.  The  Stand- 
ing Order  does  not  say  that  Ministers  hare  the 
right,  not  onlj  of  placing  Gh>yemment  Orders  of 
the  day  at  the  head  of  the  list,  but  of  haring  them 
considered  in  precedence  of  anj  other  business. 
That  would  be  re?olutionary.  That  would  be 
compelling  the  people  to  listen  to  nothing  but 
what  the  Gk>Temment  placed  before  them.  That 
would  be  placing  the  whole  of  the  procedure  of 
the  House  absolutely  in  the  possession  of  the  Gk>- 
▼ernment,  and  not  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 
Bat  that  is  not  the  case.  The  Standing  Order 
leaves  to  this  House,  absolutely  and  inoontroTer- 
tibly,  the  power  of  dealing  with  the  business  in 
such  manner  as  it  thinks  fit.  That  is  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Standing  Order,  if  it  be  taken 
m  the  plain  sense  in  which  the  English  language 
puts  it.  It  says,  "  the  right  being  reserred  to 
Ministers  of  placing  Gh>Ternment  business  at  the 
head  of  the  list  in  tbe  rotation  in  which  it  is  to 
be  taken  on  the  days  on  which  Gh>Temment  busi- 
ness has  precedence  "— tliat  is  to  say,  precedence 
over  private  business,  but  not  to  force  upon  the 
House  the  duty  of  absolutely  considering  it,  whe- 
ther the  House  thinks  fit  to  do  so  or  not.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  ruling  which  you  will  giro  upon 
this  point,  by  the  light  not  merely  of  the  true 
meaning  of  English  language,  of  which  you.  Sir, 
are  a  perfect  master,  but  by  the  light  of  reason 
in  dealing  with  matters  of  this  kind,  will  be  that 
no  Order  of  this  House  has  eyer  been  made; 
and  tbe  House  has  nerer  dreamed  of  making  an 
Order  which  would  remoye  from  its  control  the 
manner  in  which  its  business  is  to  be  conducted  ; 
and  that  your  ruling  on  that  question  will  deter- 
mine the  conduct  of  the  business  of  this  House. 
I  belie?e  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  House  respect- 
fully to  consider  any  ruling  you  may  gi?e,  with 
the  yiew  of  determining  whether  it  would  ask  you 
to  alter  your  ruling ;  but  this  House,  knowing 
how  clear  and  definite  is  the  language  of  these 
Standing  Orders  in  this  respect,  will  not  haye 
occasion  to  ask  for  any  alteration  in  the  ruling 
which  you  will  giye  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  BABFF. — The  honorable  gentleman  says 
the  language  of  the  Standing  Orders  is  so  clear 
that  it  cannot  possibly  be  mistaken.  That  is  per- 
fectly correct.  I  defy  any  one  who  hae  any  of  the 
common  sense  and  brains  to  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikato  alluded  a  few  days  ago  to 
misinterpret  Standing  Order  No.  71,  which  says, — 

**  When  the  House  proceeds  to  the  Orders  of  the 
day,  on  days  on  which  Orders  have  precedence, 
and  after  the  notices  of  motion  bare  been  dis- 
posed of  on  all  other  days,  or  on  the  House 
resuming  at  half  after  seyen  o'clock,  as  the  case 
may  be,  Mr.  Speaker  is  to  direct  the  Clerk  at  the 
table  to  read  the  Orders  of  the  day,  without  any 
question  being  put." 

In  this  caae  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  question 

before  tbe  Orders  of  the  day  are  called  on  ;  but 

before  that  can  be  done  the  Standing  Orders 

most  be  suspended,  and   that  cannot  be  done 
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without  the  consent  of  a  Urge  magori^,  or  wiUi- 
out  notice.  Now,  if  the  Standing  Orders  are 
to  ha?e  no  weight,  why  go  to  the  expense  of 
printing  them  P  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  know 
that  all  the  oldest  and  ablest  members  of  this 

I  House  ha?e  for  years  past  been  content  to  be 
bound  by  these  Standing  Orders ;  and  the  km- 

;  ^uago  of  the  Standing  Oreler  that  I  have  just  read 
IS  BO  clear  that  it  cannot  possibly  be  mistaken 

,  by  the  youngest  or  most  inexperienced  member. 
Standing  Order  72  then  goes  on  to  say, — 

"  The  Orders  of  l^e  day  are  to  be  disposed  of  in 
the  order  in  which  th^  stand  upon  the  Paper, 
the  right  being  resenred  to  Ministers  of  placing 
Gt>yemment  business  at  the  head  of  the  list,  in 
the  rotation  in  which  it  is  to  be  taken,  on  the  days 
(Tuesdays  and  Fridays)  on  which  Government 
business  has  precedence;  but  sudi  business,  if 
not  disposed  of  on  those  days,  shall  rerert  to 
that  position  on  the  Order  Paper  which  it  would 
have  occupied  if  it  had  not  been  advanced  as 
Government  business." 

It  has  been  ruled  for  many  years  in  this  House 
that,  whenever  it  was  considered  necessary  to  give 
more  than  two  days  (Wednesdays  and  Thurs- 
days being  the  days  upon  which  private  business 
is  taken),  it  coula  be  done  by  resolution  of  the 
House,  proposed  either  by  a  member  of  the 
Government  or  by  a  private  member.  On  such 
a  resolution  being  passed,  we  are  bound  by  Stand- 
ing  Orders  71  and  72,  and  no  infringement  of 
(hem  can  take  place  under  any  drcumstanees. 
Not  only  are  these  Standing  Orders  suffioientlj 
distinct  in  themselves,  but  we  have  also  others 
which  tell  us  that,  where  no  provision  is  made 
to  meet  special  cases,  we  are  bound  to  take 
for  our  guidance  the  rules  and  usages  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  are  very  distinctly 
laid  down  in  the  authorities  to  be  found  in  tiie 
library.  There  is  nothing  whatever,  as  far  as  I 
can  make  out,  in  the  customs  of  the  House  of 
Commons  that  would  for  a  single  moment  allow 
the  Standing  Orders  to  be  virtually  set  aside 
without  a  resolution  for  their  suspension  first 
being  carried.  One  honorable  gentleman  who 
addressed  the  House  said  that  if  this  line  of  con- 
duct were  persisted  in  it  would  resiUt  in  our  pro- 
ceedings becoming  revolutionary ;  but  let  me  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman  what  would  be  the  re- 
sult if  certain  other  Standing  Orders  relating  to 
contempt  were  not  strictly  enforced.  The  result,  I 
think,  would  be  that,  instead  of  the  tolerably  strong 
language  in  which  honorable  gentlemen  describe 
what  tbey  regard  as  shady  transactions,  we  should 
hear  language  used  which  would  certainly  not  be 
fit  for  the  inside  of  a  Parliamentary  building.  I 
say  that,  from  the  troubled  expression  which  the 
countenances  of  some  of  those  honorable  gentle- 
men have  worn  during  the  time  they  have  been 
attempting  to  keep  back  business — for  from  the 
day  when  they  saw  the  handwriting  on  the  wall 
which  told  them  that  their  kingdom  had  departed 
from  them,  their  countenances  have  indicated 
vexed  and  troubled  minds — I  fear  that,  if  the 
Standing  Orders  are  upset  in  one  particular,  we 
shall  have  those  honorable  gentlemen  upsetting 
them  in  a  manner  that  will  turn  this  House  into 
a  bear-garden.     I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  see  that 
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rerj  seriouB  innoyatioDB  wUl  be  introduced  if  the 
Standing  Orders  are  allowed  to  be  o?ertiimed  in 
anj  particular.  We  are  now  witnessing  a  series 
of  manoeuTres  which  are  intended  to  produce  a 
certain  result — a  result  which  has  had  no  parallel 
in  the  hbtory  of  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand, 
at  aU  erenta.  I  do  not  blame  the  honorable 
gentlemen  for  using  every  means  to  secure  the 
end  thej  hare  in  riew,  but  it  is  also  the  dutj 
of  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  with- 
stand anything  in  the  nature  of  revolutionary 
action. 

Mr.  KEYNOLDS.  — The  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  has  quoted  a  case  where  a 
number  of  Orders  were  postponed  in  the  session 
of  1875  in  order  to  arriTc  at  a  particular  Order. 
It  is  quite  competent  for  the  Qovernment  to 
make  a  proposal  of  that  kind  at  any  time,  pro- 
Tided  they  hare  the  charge  of  the  Order  Paper 
for  the  day.  According  to  our  Standing  Orders 
the  €k>Temment  have  the  charge  of  the  Order 
Paper  on  Fridays,  and,  if  they  are  not  prepared 
to  go  on  with  any  of  their  Bills,  it  is  quite  com- 
petent for  them  to  more  the  postponement  of 
Uiose  Orders,  just  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  pri- 
vate member  to  deal  as  he  thinks  proper  with  his 
Bin  when  it  comes  on.  The  hoDorable  gentleman 
says  the  House  has  a  right  to  regulate  its  busi- 
ness. I  admit  that,  but  it  must  do  so  in  terms 
of  the  Standing  Orders.  The  Standing  Orders 
win  be  of  no  earthly  use  if  they  are  not  to  be 
obeerred.  They  provide  for  such  a  contingency 
as  the  present.  The  Standing  Orders  may  be 
suspended  in  order  to  deviate  from  the  regular 
eourte  of  business,  and  they  prescribe  the  course 
to  be  adopted  in  order  to  secure  their  suspension. 
I  do  not  8^  that  I  have  had  as  much  experience 
as  tome  of  the  legal  members  of  the  House,  but, 
having  acted  for  a  considerable  time  as  Speaker 
of  the  ProTincial  Council  of  a  very  important 
province,  I  have  had  considerable  opportunities 
for  diacusiing  such  questions  as  the  present, 
and  if  I  were  in  that  chair  I  could  not  con- 
soientioosly  allow  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  to  beput. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB.— The  honorable  member 
for  Danedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  put  the  matter 
before  the  House  very  fairly.  He  made  two  oh- 
iectiona.  The  first  ofcjeotion  was  that,  the  notice 
having  been  put  in  a  certain  position  on  the 
Paper,  it  could  not  be  taken  out  of  that  order, 
ana  that  the  business  before  it  must  first  be 
dealt  with.  The  second  objection  was  that  no 
Orders  of  the  day'  could  be  postponed  without 
tifee  consent  of  the  Government.  Three  honor- 
able members  have  addressed  the  House  since 
then,  but  they  have  not  added  anything  new  to 
what  waa  stated  hj  the  honorable  member  for 
Danedin  City.  I  shall,  therefore,  direct  my  re- 
marks to  his  observations.  In  the  first  place,  I 
tidnk  he  ia  mistaken  in  his  interpretation  of  our 
Staziding  Orders,  and  he  is  also  mistaken  in  what 
he  conceives  to  be  the  practice  of  Parliament. 
With  z^ard  to  Standing  Order  70,  it  wiU  be 
found  that  it  exactly  describes  the  position  in 
which  we  are  now.  It  sars,  "  Unless  the  House 
shafl  otherwise  direct,  Orders  of  the  day  for 
Toesdays  and  Fridays  are  to  be  disposed  of  be- 
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fore  the  House  wiU  proceed  upon  anv  motions 
of  which  notice  shaU  hare  been  given.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  that  settles  the  whole  ques- 
tion. It  says  distinctly,  "imless  the  House 
shaU  otherwise  direct."  It  is  perfectly  com- 
petent for  the  House  to  direct  otherwise  if  it 
thinks  fit.  The  only  question  that  arises  is, 
whether  this  can  be  done  without  notice,  or 
whether  notice  must  be  given.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  not  be  reasonable  that  it  should  be 
done  without  notice,  because  members  might  be 
taken  hj  surprise,  and  the  whole  order  of  busi- 
ness might  be  reversed  without  anybody  being 
aware  that  it  was  intended  to  interfere  with  it. 
But  that  the  House  has  the  risht  to  direct  its 
mode  of  business  is  perfectly  dear.  If  proper 
notice  is  given  it  can  deal  with  its  business  in 
any  manner  it  thinks  fit.  Yesterday  there  was 
a  discussion  as  to  whether,  after  first  postponing 
on  notice  the  prior  business  on  the  Oraer  Paper, 
Motion  No.  3  could  be  brought  on,  and  I  under- 
stood you,  Sir,  to  rule  that  that  could  be  done.  I 
think  that  nding  is  correct ;  and,  following  it  up, 
notice  was  at  once  eiven  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  that  aU  the  Orders  down  to  No,  4  on 
the  Order  Paper  for  to-day  should  be  postponed. 
Bule  70  settles  the  question.  I  shall  now  say  a 
few  words  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  on  Standing  Order 
No.  72.  That  Order  shows  that  Orders  of  the  day 
are  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  order  in  which  they 
stand  on  the  Order  Paper.  If  we  are  to  recognize 
that,  the  motion  just  now  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  would  be  irregular,  be- 
cause he  proposes  that  aU  the  Orders  of  the  day 
down  to  No.  6  should  be  postponed  in  order  that 
that  one  may  be  taken  up.  The  Standing  Order 
72  simply  means  that  there  is  a  certain  order  in 
which  the  business  should  be  taken,  unless  some 
alteration  is  duly  made  in  the  Order  Paper.  The 
Government  have  no  right  to  deal  with  the 
Orders  of  the  day  as  they  think  fit ;  aU  they 
have  a  right  to  do  is  to  place  the  Government 
business  at  the  head  of  the  list,  but  that  does  not 
interfere  with  the  power  of  the  House  to  deal 
with  the  business  of  the  day  in  the  way  it  thinks 
fit  The  fact  is  that  by  the  Standing  Order  the 
Government  are  merely  aUowed  to  place  their 
business  in  a  certain  position  on  the  Order 
Paper.  Now  I  will  say  a  few  words  with  re-' 
gard  to  precedents.  The  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  has  eiren  us  one  or  two  prece- 
dents from  May  to  show  that  his  party  are  in  the 
right,  but  he  did  not  quote  the  twenty  or  thirty 
precedents  which  are  referred  to  in  May  and 
which  go  to  show  that  the  Orders  of  the  di^  may 
be  postponed.  I  have  picked  out  a  few  of  those 
cases  at  haphazard,  and  they  appear  to  me  to 
meet  the  present  position.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  House  of  Commons  has  the  power,  and  that 
we  have  the  power,  of  ordering  that  the  business 
shaU  be  taken  in  a  particular  way.  May  says, — 
"  If  it  be  desired  to  give  priority  to  a  notice  of 
motion  on  any  day  on  which  Orders  of  the  day 
are  entitled  to  precedence,  notice  having  been 
previously  given,  a  motion  is  made  that  the  Orders 
of  the  day  be  postponed  untU  after  such  notice  of 
motion." 
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Again,  on  one  occasion  all  the  notices  of  mo- 
tion and  ^e  first  six  Orders  of  the  day  were 
postponed  in  order  to  take  an  adjourned  debate. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  reasonable  that  the  notice 
should  be  given.  In  Tolume  125  of  the  Journals 
of  tlie  House  of  Commons,  page  89,  it  is — "  Or- 
dered, That  the  Orders  of  the  daj  be  postponed 
till  after  the  notice  of  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  Peace  Preservation  (Ireland)  Bill." 

Mr.  BABFP.— That  was  a  matter  of  urgency. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB.— The  honorable  gentleman 
is  talking  about  a  matter  which  he  does  not  under- 
stand. It  seems  to  me  that  questions  of  this  sort 
are  not  exactly  in  his  line.  I  say  that  there  was 
no  urgency  whatever  in  the  matter.  In  volume 
127  of  the  same  Journals,  it  is  Stated  that  it  was 
— "Ordered,  That  the  Orders  of  the  day  be  post- 
poned until  after  the  notice  of  motion  relative 
to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council." 
That  was  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Government 
for  appointing  Sir  Bobert  Collier  to  the  Privy 
Council.  The  motion  stood  after  the  Orders  of 
the  day  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  all  the  Orders  of  the  day  should  be  post- 
poned in  order  that  that  motion  might  be  brought 
forward.  Honorable  gentlemen  will  find  all 
these  cases  quoted  on  psge  256  of  May,  in 
the  edition  of  1873.  I  tbmk  that  the  extracts  I 
have  read  confirm  my  opinion  that  it  is  compe- 
tent for  the  House  to  postpone  all  the  Orders  of 
the  day  and  notices  of  motion  in  order  that  a 
particiUar  motion  on  the  Paper  may  be  taken  up. 
It  is  also  stated  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  page  260,  that  it  was — "  Ordered,  That 
the  Orders  of  the  day  be  postponed  till  after 
the  three  first  notices  of  motion  relative  to  East 
India."  And  on  another  occasion  it  was  de- 
cided—"That  the  Orders  of  the  day  be  post- 
poned until  after  the  notice  of  motion  relative 
to  the  Conference  of  London."  That  also  was 
a  rote  of  censure  on  the  Government,  and  if 
the  motion  had  been  carried  the  Government 
would  have  retired  from  the  Ministerial  benches. 
The  honorable  member  for  Dnnedin  City  laid 
great  stress  on  the  fact  that  this  notice  occupies 
a  very  low  place  on  the  Order  Paper.  Well,  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  wishes  to  move, 
"That,  upon  the  first  Order  of  the  day  being 
called  on,  all  the  Orders  of  the  day  and  notices 
of  motion  be  postponed  until  the  House  has  dis- 
posed of  the  notice  of  motion  *  That  this  House 
nas  now  no  confidence  in  the  Government.' " 
That  motion  is,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  the  form 
of  those  which  I  have  quoted  from  the  Journals 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is  very  peculiar 
that  he  should  so  exactly  hare  hit  the  mark 
which  his  motion  was  intended  to  hit — it  is 
singular  that  he  has  so  worded  his  motion  as  to 

Eut  it  in  the  same  position  as  motions  which 
ave  been  dealt  with  in  the  manner  I  have 
shown  by  the  House  of  Commons.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  says 
that  the  motion  must  be  taken  in  the  order  in 
which  it  appears  on  the  Paper.  But,  if  we  were 
to  deal  with  notices  of  motion  and  Orders  of  the 
day  in  that  manner,  it  would  be  competent  for 
the  Clerk  to  put  them  in  the  precise  form  which 
he  thought  fit ;  and  then  we  should  be  bound  by 
Mr.  WhUaker 


his  action.  The  fact  is  that  it  does  not  matter 
what  position  a  motion  occupies  on  the  Order 
Paper.  That  is  altogether  a  matter  of  no  conse- 
quence. We  must  dral  with  the  business  in  a  way 
consistent  with  our  own  Standing  Orders,  and 
consistent  also  with  the  practice  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  appears  to  me  that,  according  to 
our  own  Standing  Orders  and  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  it  is  proper  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  forward  his  no-confidence  motion. 
We  have  a  precedent  of  our  own.  On  the  28th 
August,  1875,  Sir  Donald  McLean  moved,  That 
the  Orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  in  order 
to  proceed  with  the  discussion  upon  the  motion 
for  leave  to  introduce  the  Confiscated  Lands 
Bill.  In  that  case  the  Orders  of  the  day  were 
postponed,  and  therefore  we  hare  a  precedent  in 
our  own  Parliament.  I  believe  there  are  others. 
That  the  Government  have  absolutely  the  power 
of  putting  on  certain  days  Orders  of  the  day 
where  they  like  on  the  Paper  is  beyond  question. 
They  certainly  can  arrange  the  Orders  of  the 
day  as  they  please,  but  the  House  has  the  power 
to  say  that  it  will  not  adopt  their  arrangement. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  only  power  they  haw  is 
to  arrange  the  Order  in  which  they  will  take  the 
Government  business  on  certain  d^s,  but  they 
have  not  the  power  to  force  the  House  to  take 
the  business  in  the  order  in  which  they  have 
arranged  it.  I  do  not  think  the  House  will 
venture  to  ignore  their  own  Standing  Orders  and 
the  practice  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Sir,  there  was  a  time,  some 
years  ago,  when  I  rather  prided  myself  on  my 
Knowledge  of  points  of  order,  and  I  used  occa- 
sionally  to  bring  them  up  in  this  House ;  bat 
since  so  many  legal  gentlemen  have  come  into 
this  Assembly  my  occupation  has  gone,  and  I 
have  left  other  people  to  raise  such  points.  But 
on  this  particular  occasion  I  have  taken  some 
trouble  in  considering  this  point  of  Order,  and  I 
intend  to  put  before  the  House  the  view  which 
to  my  mind  ought  to  be  taken  as  to  the  position 
in  which  the  matter  now  stands.  I  saw  when 
this  question  was  raised  that  there  was  mischiel 
brevnng.  The  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Travers),  for  instance 

Mr.  TRAYBBS.— I  understand,  Sir,  that  in 
discussing  points  of  order  honorable  gentlemen 
should  confine  themselves  strictiy  to  those  pointa 
of  order.  Matters  of  the  kind  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  hare  nothing  to  do 
with  the  point  of  order  which  has  been  raised. 
We  are  merely  discussing  a  question  as  to  the  in- 
terpretation of  our  Standing  Orders,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  honorable  member  is  in  order  in  making 
such  observations  as  those  he  was  just  making. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honorable  genUeman  is 
clearly  not  in  order  in  so  doing.  I  think  the 
rule  that  the  points  of  order  only  should  be 
spoken  to,  when  they  have  been  raised,  should  be 
strictly  adhered  to. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Sir,  I  submit  to  your  rul- 
ing, of  course,  but  I  wotild  remind  you  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  has  called  me  to  order 
may  not  have  read  the  Standing  Orders  so  as  to 
understand  them. 
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Mr.  TBAVERS.— I  never  used  words  of  that 
kind.  I  Mid  that  the  Standing  Orders  should 
not  be  interpreted  bj  the  light  of  party.  I  did 
not  refer  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  side  of  the 
House  any  more  than  to  this  side. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  I  think  I  have  drawn  a 
proper  inference  £nom  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
man said.  When  the  question  was  raised  last 
night  authorities  were  quoted  by  the  honorable 
menber  for  Egmont,  and  he  brought  forward  a 
case  which  occurred  in  1872,  at  a  time  when  a 
want-of-oonfidence  motion  had  been  tabled  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  (Mr.  Stafford),  for 
the  purpose  of  ousting  the  Yogel  Ministry.  He 
read  from  the  Journals  the  order  made  to  enable 
the  motion  to  be  taken.  It  was  done  by  the  con- 
lent  of  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  by  arrange- 
ment The  honorable  member  knows  that  very 
well  The  same  thing  can  be  done  again  in  Uie 
same  session.  I  was  here,  and  the  thiog  was  done 
by  the  consent  of  both  parties. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  member 
ixa  Timaru  denied  that  there  had  been  any 
arrangement. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  must  be  losing  his  recollection.  The 
thing  was  done  by  arrangement,  and  by  consent. 
I  will  refer  shortly  to  one  of  the  oases  quoted  by 
tiie  honorable  member  for  Waikato — the  case  of 
the  Peace  PreoerTation  (Ireland)  Bill,  in  the 
Hoase  of  Commons.  The  order  made  was  this : 
"Ordered,  That  all  the  Orders  of  the  day  be 
postponed  in  order  to  enable  the  Peace  Pre- 
lerration  (Ireland)  Bill  to  be  now  read  a  first 
time."  That  was  a  Gh)Temment  day,  and  it  was 
a  motion  made  by  the  QoTemment  to  postpone 
th«r  own  Order,  so  as  to  deal  with  one  of  their 
own  measures.  It  is  an  entirely  different  thing 
from  the  action  of  a  prirate  member  who  wants 
to  bring  forward  a  motion  of  his  own.  In  eyery 
one  of  Uiese  cases  referred  to,  the  thing  has  been 
done  by  consent,  and  the  best  proof  of  that  is 
this :  that  the  honorable  gentleman  cannot  show 
me  a  dirision  taken  upon  any  one  of  these 
matters.  The  thing  has  been  done  by  consent. 
In  the  case  to  which  the  honorable  member  re- 
ferred—a Yote  of  censure  upon  the  Government 
in  the  same  House  of  Commons — no  doubt  the 
Ooremment  allowed  the  motion  to  be  brought 
forward  as  it  was  practically  a  yote  of  want  of 
ooDfidence  is  themselyes,  and  they  did  not  go  on 
with  any  other  business ;  but  I  defy  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  show  me  a  single  division  on 
these  questions.  If  there  is  any  doubt  about  it, 
I  haye  before  me  the  report  of  Santard  on  the 
discussion  which  took  place  on  the  Peace  Preser- 
vation Bill.  It  iras  a  Gbyemment  measure,  and 
the  motion  to  adjourn  the  Order  of  the  day  was 
proposed  by  a  member  of  the  Goyerument,  to 
enable  them  to  bring  in  a  Ooyemment  Bill.  I 
apprehend  that  we  haye  the  same  right  still.  We 
oould  do  so  now.  I  have  before  me  the  report  of 
the  discussion  that  took  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  upon  a  similar  resolution  and  upon  a 
similar  Standing  Order,  by  which  it  is  shown 
that,  so  long  as  tbe  Order  was  in  force,  we  should 
comply  with  it,  and  prevent  private  business  being 
brought  in  to   intercept  Goremment   business 


on  Gk>vemment  days.  Practically,  our  Stand- 
ing Order  is  the  same,  word  for  word,  with  the 
Oraer  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  contend 
that  the  construction  put  upon  it  by  the  House 
of  Commons  is  the  same  construction  that  ought 
to  be  put  upon  it  here.  In  the  first  place,  I 
may  say  that  I  agree  with  what  has  been  said  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Travers) — that  the  House  has  the  power  of 
guiding  its  own  business.  No  Ministry  has  the 
right  to  deprive  the  House  of  this  power.  These 
are  functions  which  belong  to  the  House.  But 
what  has  the  House  done?  It  has  made  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  euidance  of  its  own  busi- 
ness, and  when  we  call  upon  members  on  the 
opposite  side  to  adhere  to  these  regulations  we 
are  insisting  upon  the  rights  of  the  House.  I 
will  take  a  familiar  case.  Can  vou  contend  for 
a  moment  that  a  majority  of  the  House  would 
enable  you  to  put  a  money  Bill  through  without 
its  first  going  through  a  dommittee  of  the  whole 
House?  The  Standing  Order  says  that  such  a 
Bill  must  go  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  Can  the  House  abnegate  its  functions 
and  allow  you  to  pass  it  without  going  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole?  Take  another  in- 
stance. Suppose  a  Bill  went  into  Committee 
and  there  received  material  alterations,  would  it 
be  possible  to  dispense  with  the  regulation  which 
requires  that  the  report  should  be  considered  be* 
fore  the  Bill  could  be  passed  through  the  House  ? 
It  is  by  consent  that  the  amendments  reported  are 
agreed  to  and  the  Bill  passed  during  the  same 
sitting.  As  I  have  saia,  a  money  Bill  cannot 
go  through  this  House  except  through  the  chan- 
nel of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  There  is  no 
limitation  or  reservation  of  this  Standing  Order, 
and  it  cannot  be  suspended  except  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  House.  There  is  no  limita- 
tion or  reservation  whatever :  and  the  same  rule 
applies  to  the  question  now  under  discussion. 
With  the  view  of  pushing  on  Qovemment  busi- 
ness, two  days  are  specially  set  apart  by  the 
Standing  Order  for  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment business,  and  we  cannot  depart  from  that 
Standing  Order  without  first  of  all  taking  the 
proper  step  of  repealing  or  suspending  it.  I 
appeal  to  your  own  practice,  Sir.  It  is  quite 
true  that  Orders  of  tne  day  may  be  postponed 
with  the  view  of  taking  some  particular  subject, 
but  it  is  only  by  consent  of  the  House  that  the 
motion  for  their  postponement  is  allowed  to  be 
put  and  carried.  If  that  consent  were  not  given, 
and  it  were  required  that  the  Orders  of  the  day 
should  be  called  on  one  bv  one,  you  would  be 
bound  to  have  them  so  called  on.  You,  Sir,  so 
ruled  last  session,  when  the  question  was  raised, 
that  the  Orders  of  the  day  would  have  to  be  read 
one  after  the  other.  I  apprehend  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  is  in  a  strait.  His 
notice  of  motion  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  Orders 
of  the  day,  and,  until  such  time  as  they  are  called 
on  one  by  one  and  dealt  with,  be  has  no  right  to 
ask  you  to  allow  him  to  bring  on  his  motion. 
For  instance,  when  the  Order  of  the  day  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Land  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee is  called  on,  it  is  competent  for  him  to 
move  that  it  be  postponed  until  some  future 
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daj.  The  House  can  deal  with  the  Orders  of 
the  daj  as  they  are  called  on,  and  make  any 
arrangement  regarding  them  which  it  thinks  pro> 
per;  but  I  submit,  with  all  confidence,  that, 
looking  at  the  Standing  Order,  it  by  no  means 
giTes  the  honorable  member  the  right  which  be 
claims.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  wishes  to 
bring  forward  his  resolution,  he  must  bring  it 
on  in  the  usual  way.  I  contend  that  it  would 
be  out  of  order  for  him  to  attempt  to  bring  a 
motion  forward  by  intercepting  the  business  on 
the  Paper.  It  must  be  quite  evident  that,  if 
such  a  thing  were  allowed  to  be  done,  or  if  it 
could  be  done,  it  would  be  impossible  to  proceed 
with  the  public  business.  We  are  not  speaking 
for  oursehres  in  this  matter,  or  from  any  con- 
sideration of  how  far  it  will  affect  us ;  but  we  are 
considering  this  position :  tliat  any  GoTemment 
placed  on  these  benches  may  be  preyented  from 
day  to  day  bringing  forward  their  business  if  it 
could  be  held  that  a  motion  of  this  kind  could  be 
brought  forward  at  once  so  as  to  intercept  and 
suspend  altogether  the  Goyemment  business.  I 
contend  that  the  motion  is  out  of  order.  It 
cannot  be  brought  forward  until  the  Standing 
Orders  are  suspended  or  altered.  And,  eyen  sup- 
posing you  should  rule  that  the  motion  is  one 
that  can  be  brought  forward,  I  contend  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  you  to  haye  each  Order 
of  the  day  called  on  separately,  and  put  to  the 
House,  before  you  could  call  on  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont. 

Mr.  BALLANGE. — As  supplementing  the  ob- 
leryations  made  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  I  would  call  your  attention.  Sir,  to  a  case 
stated  in  Todd,  Tolume  2,  page  323,  where  we 
have  the  following  : — 

"On  April  30,  1868,  when  Mr.  Gladstone 
brought  in  his  resolutions  for  the  disestablishment 
of  the  Irish  Church,  upon  which  he  defeated  the 
Goyemment,  fearing  that  Ministers  would  not 
allow  him  a  proper  opportunity  for  proceeding 
thereon,  he  gaye  notice  that  on  the  next  Goyem- 
ment day,  at  half-past  four  o'clock,  he  should 
moye  that  the  Standing  Order  above  mentioned 
should  be  suspended,  and  the  other  Orders  of  the 
day  be  postponed  until  after  the  Order  of  the  day 
for  the  Committee  to  consider  his  resolutions. 
But,  as  Mr.  Disraeli  undertook  that  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  the  discussion  of  this  question  should 
be  afforded,  the  motion  was  not  made." 

This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  case  exactly  in 
point.  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Gladstone  antici- 
pated that  the  Goyemment  would'  not  give  him 
facilities  for  bringing  on  his  motion.  Then,  in 
order  to  bring  it  on,  he  gave  notice  that  he  would 
move  the  suspension  of  the  Standinff  Orders. 
Then,  by  arrangement,  in  the  way  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  just  contended,  Mr.  Disraeli,  who 
was  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  allowed 
Mr.  Gladstone  to  bring  on  his  motion.  I  think 
the  case  is  one  well  daserving  of  your  attention 
when  considering  this  matter. 

Mr.  LUSK.— Although  I  have  not  taken  any 
part  in  the  discussion  which  has  token  place 
upon  the  Standing^  Orders,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
make  a  few  observations  which  appear  to  me  to 
bear  upon  the  question  that  has  been  discussed 
Mr.  Sh0§han 


at  so  much  length  by  members  who  are  much  bet- 
tor able  to  discuss  it  than  I  am.  In  listening  to 
what  has  been  urged  on  different  sides  of  the 
House,  and  on  looking  down  the  Standing  Orders, 
it  appears  to  me  they  do  not  bear  the  construc- 
tion which  has  been  put  upon  them  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waikato  and  other  honorable 
members  who  have  spoken  on  the  same  side  of 
the  House.  Standing  Order  70  has  been  inter- 
preted by  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato  in 
a  peculiar  way.  It  says,  **  Unless  the  House 
shall  otherwise  direct,  Orders  of  the  day  for 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  are  to  be  disposed  of  be- 
fore the  House,  will  proceed  upon  any  motions 
of  which  notice  shall  have  been  given."  Kow, 
it  appears  to  me,  and  I  think  you  will  see  upon 
inrestigation,  that  this  Standing  Order  does  not 
mean  that  the  House  shall,  upon  a  certain 
day,  make  an  Order;  but  that  it  is  a  general 
regulation  as  to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
business  of  the  House — that,  unless  the  House 
shall,  say  to-day,  come  to  a  resolution  that  the 
Orders  of  the  day  and  notices  of  motion  are  to  be 
taken  on  a  particular  day,  they  shall  be  taken 
in  the  way  laid  down  in  the  Standing  Orders ; 
because  Standing  Order  71  says, — 

"When  the  House  proceeds  to  the  Orders  of 
the  day,  on  days  on  which  Orders  haye  pre- 
cedence, and  after  the  notices  of  motion  haye 
been  disposed  of  on  all  other  days,  or  on  the 
House  resuming  at  half  after  seven  o'clock,  as 
the  case  may  be,  Mr.  Speaker  is  to  direct  the 
Clerk  at  the  teble  to  read  the  Orders  of  the 
day,  without  any  question  being  put." 

Now,  if  the  House  desired  to  depart  from  this 
rule,  to  release  you.  Sir,  from  this  duty  which  is 
thrown  upon  you,  it  has  only  on  a  preyious  day 
to  come  to  a  resolution  to  suspend  the  Stand- 
ing Order,  or  even  on  that  day  to  suspend  the 
Stending  Order,  and  on  a  previous  day  to  regu- 
late the  way  in  which  the  Order  Paper  shall 
be  arranged,  and. thereby  relieve  you  from  the 
necessity  of  obeying  Standing  Order  No.  71. 
With  regard  to  what  has  been  said  at  consider- 
able length  about  the  right  of  the  Gtivemment 
to  place  business  on  the  Order  Paper,  the  Go- 
yerament's  right  is  derived  of  course  from  the 
Standing  Orders  of  this  House,  and  it  has  been 
mled  that  the  Goyemment's  right  simply  means 
this  :  that  they  haye  a  right  to  put  the  business 
on  the  Order  Paper  in  a  particular  way,  which 
right  we,  when  we  sit  here,  have  the  superior 
right  to  take  away  if  we  choose.  But  the  first 
clause  of  section  72  seems  to  do  away  with  that 
idea  altogether,  because  it  says  that  the  Orders 
of  the  day  are  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  upon  the  Paper :  that  is  to  say, 
that  anything  said  afterwards  about  the  right 
reserved  to  Ministers  of  placing  them  in  that 
order  is  merely  supplementary  to  the  other  state- 
ment— namely,  that,  Ministers  having  once  placed 
them  in  that  order,  then  the  Orders  of  the  House 
can  only  be  disposed  of  in  the  order  in  which 
they  have  just  been  placed ;  and  therefore  it  does 
not  at  all  interfere  with  the  necessity  of  proceed- 
ing with  the  business  in  the  order  on  the  Paper 
— that  it  is  merely  indicated  afterwards  how 
the  business  on  particular  days  shall  get  into 
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the  order  in  which  it  if  found.  I  merely  tug- 
cest  these  things,  becaoae  it  appeared  to  me,  on 
hearing  the  argument  that  was  used,  that  there 
wae  a  misappr^enaion  in  the  mind  of  the  honor- 
able membcnr  for  Waikato  and  likewise  in  that 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  Citj 
(Mr.  Trarers)  as  to  the  real  meaning  of  the 
Standing  Order.  On  a  question  of  le^  inter- 
pretation, I  might  indeed  bow  at  onoe  to  the 
soperior  experience  of  those  gentlemen,  but  on 
a  mere  question  of  this  kind  I  take  it  that  no 
such  experience  is  requisite  to  eaide  us  to  an 
interpretation  of  the  Standing  Order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  oxdj  wish  to  saj  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  point  raised  bj  the 
honorable  grentkman  who  has  just  sat  down  and 
also  br  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Stout),  both  of  whom  hare  given  it  as 
thcnr  opinion  that^  it  is  dearlj  the  duty  of  the 
Speaker  to  cause  the  Order  of  the  day  to  be  read 
immediately  upon  his  taking  the  chair  at  half- 
past  seren  o'clock.  During  the  many  exciting 
timee  in  1875  there  were  two  or  three  such  cases. 
There  was  one  in  which  you  yourself,  Sir,  took 
part,  and  which  arose  upon  a  question  of  the 
present  Premier,  who  desired  to  mtroduce  a  Bill 
into  the  House.  The  GKjremment  of  the  day 
copoeed  that,  and  the  debate  continued  during 
the  afternoon.  At  half-past  seven  o'clock,  when 
the  Orders  of  the  day  were  called  on — or,  rather, 
before  they  were  called  on,  apparently  —  Sir 
Donald  McLean  cot  up  and  mored  the  postpone- 
ment of  all  the  Orders  of  the  day,  with  a  view 
of  continuing  the  discussbn  on  the  question  of 
whether  the  honorable  genCleman  should  have 
leave  to  introduce  the  Bill.  A  discussion  arose 
thereon  in  which  vou.  Sir,  among  others,  took 
a  leading  part.  The  motion  was  opposed  very 
strongly  by  the  then  Opposition,  who,  however, 
apparently  from  weakness,  declined  to  divide 
upon  it. 

Mr.  BEES.— They  agreed  to  it. 

M^or  ATKINSON.— The  House  agreed  to 
it,  which  is  a  very  different  thing.  Honorable 
gentlemen  vrill  remember  that  the  House  was  in 
an  excited  state  at  that  time,  and,  as  will  be  seen, 
a  very  unusual  course  was  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment announcing  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
permit  the  honorable  gentleman  to  bring  in  the 
BilL  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  Opposition,  had  it 
been  strong  enough,  would  have  divided  the  House 
mxm  the  question  of  postponement.  You,  Sir,  on 
that  occasion,  spoke  very  strongly  against  what 
you  were  pleaeed  to  say  was  a  surprise  put  upon 
the  House  by  the  proposition  to  alter  the  ordinary 
course  of  business,  and  you  were  not  a  consenting 
party  to  the  matter.  I  merely  wish  to  point  this 
out  as  showing  that  it  has  been  the  custom  of  this 
House  to  proceed  to  consider  the  question  of 
whether  it  would  postpone  the  Orders  of  the  day. 
It  is  quite  evident,  from  the  tone  of  the  debate 
that  took  place  on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have 
referred,  tnat  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  took 
part  in  it  were  not  oonsentins  parties.  The  other 
point  to  which  I  wish  to  cful  attention  is  this : 
That  Standing  Order  No.  70  clearly  provides  for 
this  House  £sposing  of  the  business.  It  only 
pcovidM  thftt  ftbe  Oiden  of  the  day  are  to  hare 


precedence  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  unless  the 
House  shall  otherwise  order.  Then  we  find,  by 
the  passage  from  May  which  I  quoted  yester- 
day, that  Orders  of  the  day  can  oe  postponed 
upon  notice  being  given.  Now,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  that  would  l^  almost  nugatory  if  it  were 
necessary  to  give  a  week's  notice  of  an  intention 
to  move  the  postponement  of  the  Orders  of  the 
day,  say,  on  Friday  week.  Of  course  nobody 
Jmows  what  we  are  going  to  do  on  that  par- 
ticular day.  It  is  evident  that  the  object  of  the 
notice  is  that  the  House  shall  not  be  taken  by 
surprise ;  and  therefore  I  contend  that,  the  Orders 
of  the  day  having  precedence,  and  my  having 
given  notice,  it  is  quite  in  accordance  with  our 
practice,  and  with  that  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, that  when  the  first  Order  is  called  on  I 
should  move  the  motion  of  which  I  have  given 
notice. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW.— As  this  question  will 
to  a  great  extent  involve  the  conduct  of  Parlia* 
mentary  business  in  the  future,  and  as  it  will  be 
exceedinely  unfortunate  if  a  mistake  is  made  now 
in  regard  to  it,  I  think  it  is  very  desirable,  seeing 
that  so  many  points  have  been  raised  on  each  side, 
and  so  many  authorities  quoted,  that  you  should 
have  time.  Sir,  to  consider  the  various  questions 
involved,  and,  with  that  view,  I  would  suggest  a 
short  adjournment. 

Mr.  MONTaOMEBT.— May  I  ask,  Sir,  if  the 
Order  of  the  day  has  been  called  on  F 

Mr.  SPEAKkB.— I  intimated  that  the  House 
could  not  proceed  with  the  Orders  of  the  da^. 
That  is  the  exact  state  in  which  we  are.  I  wiU 
therefore,  as  suggested,  resume  the  chair  at  half- 
past  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Spbaxbb  then  left  the  chair. 

HOrSI  BBSITlfSD. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— It  is  not  my  intention 
to  go  at  any  length  into  this  question ;  but,  on 
listening  to  the  speeches  which  have  been  made, 
I  thought  there  were  one  or  two  points  which 
were  not  brought  out,  or  at  any  rate  not  brought 
out  fully,  so  as  to  have  due  consideration  in  the 
House.  What  struck  me  as  a  great  omission  was 
this :  that,  if  the  view  advocated  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waikato  and  others  on  that  side 
of  the  House  should  receive  your  sanction,  the 
future  condition  of  thinffs  would  be  somewhat 
like  this :  If  it  is  ruled  that  a  bare  majority  of 
the  House  can  at  any  time  set  aside  the  arrange- 
ment made  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  bring  for- 
ward matters  for  consideration  superseding  all 
other  motions  on  the  Paper,  a  tyrannical  major- 
ity, or  any  majority,  however  small,  woula  at 
any  future  time  have  the  power  to  brins  their 
own  business  to  the  front,  and  keep  back  alto- 
gether the  business  of  the  minority.  That  would 
be  a  very  serious  and  great  evil.  For  instance,  I 
myself  have  several  motions  on  the  Order  Paper 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  of  considerable  im- 
portance ;  but,  if  the  argument  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikato  should  prevail,  it  would  be 
quite  competent  for  a  bare  majority  on  that  side 
of  the  House  to  keep  my  motions  in  abejanoe 
until  the  end  of  the  session^  always  bringing  up 
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new  matters  to  suit  their  conyenience  or  yiews, 
to  the  great  injury  of  other  members  and  of 
the  public.  Now,  to  make  a  comparison^  If 
we  consider  our  Standing  Orders  to  bear  some 
relation  to  the  Constitution  of  any  country  pos- 
sessing a  written  Constitution,  it  is  a  yery 
wise  and  safe  precaution  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made  m  the  law  without  a  yote  of  a 
two-thirds  majority.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders  requires  the 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  House.  That  is  a 
great  safeguard  and  protection  against  the  tyranny 
of  a  small  majority  in  this  House  oyer  a  minority, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  yery  strong  argument  for  say- 
ing that  no  change  should  be  made  in  the  Order 
Paper  without  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders.  I  will  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that,  from 
what  I  ^eaned  from  the  arguments  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  and  my  own  study  of  the  matter 
in  all  such  cases  as  the  one  under  consideration, 
when  any  change  is  made  in  the  order  of  the 
business  on  the  Order  Paper  one  thing  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  order  to  eflfect  that  change — 
that  is,  consent.  That  is  the  yery  essence  of  the 
question.  That  matter  of  consent  is  required  in 
eyery  instance  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikato  has  adduced.  He  has  not  been  able  to 
adduce  a  single  instance  in  which  a  change  was 
made  against  the  wishes  of  a  minority ;  therefore 
this  matter  of  consent  is  essentially  a  part  of  the 
question. 

Mr.ROLLESTON.— Iwould  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to  one  case.  It  has  been  said  by  the  last 
speaker  that  consent  is  necessary  in  aU  cases  of 
cnanee  in  the  order  of  business.  Now,  I  haye  a 
case  Defore  me  in  which  the  Orders  of  the  day 
were  postponed,  which  I  would  like  to  submit  to 
you,  Sir.  On  the  I2th  October  last  year,  "  Mr. 
Bees  moyed,  and  the  question  was  proposed, 
That  Orders  of  the  day  Kos.  13  to  19  inclusiye, 
and  Nos.  86  to  39  inclusiye,  be  postponed,  in 
order  to  proceed  with  Nos.  6,  9,  40,  and  20  to  35 
inclusiye.  And  the  question  being  put,  the  House 
diyided,  and  the  names  were  taken  down  as  fol- 
lows:— Ayes,  37;  noes,  16.  So  it  was  resolyed 
in  the  affirmatiye.''  From  tbe  experience  I  haye 
had  of  precedents  in  this  House  I  think  they  are 
decidedly  in  the  direction  of  this  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  being  taken.  I 
think  the  strongest  point  of  all  is  that  of  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  70,  which  says,  "  Unless  the  House 
shall  otherwise  direct.  Orders  of  the  day  for  Tues- 
days and  Fridays  are  to  be  disposed  of  before  the 
House  will  proceed  upon  any  motions  of  which 
notice  shall  haye  been  giyen."  That  seems  to  me 
to  decide  the  whole  question. 

Bir.  JOYCE.— Sir,  before  you  decide,  I  should 
like  to  make  one  remark  from  an  entirely  non- 
professional point  of  yiew.  If  it  should  be  ruled 
that  it  is  competent  for  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  to  moye  his  motion,  it  will  do  away 
with  an  error  under  which  I  haye  laboured  up  to 
the  present  time.  I  haye  always  understood  that 
it  was  an  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the 
Goyemment  to  give  way  on  a  notice  of  motion 
of  want  of  confidence.  I  was  always  under  the 
impression  that  it  was  a  concession  on  the  part  of 
the  Gofemment  to  cease  the  transaction  ox  other 
Mr*  Modjjkinson 


business  in  order  to  giye  the  Opposition  an 
opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  their  motion. 
If  this  motion  can  be  submitted,  I  shall  no  longer 
labour  under  that  error,  because  it  will  be  yeiy 
clear  that  there  is  no  concession  whateyer  in 
granting  this  priyilege,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be 
quite  competent  within  twenty-four  hours  for  the 
Opposition  to  take  by  force  what  has  hitherto 
always  been  considered  to  be  an  act  of  courtesy. 
I  desired  to  say  this  because,  if  your  ruling  is  in 
fayour  of  the  motion  being  put,  one  error  at  all 
eyents  will  be  cleared  away  from  my  mind. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  haye  been  under  great 
anxiety  in  regard  to  this  question,  and  I  must 
ask  the  House  to  extend  to  me  a  just  and  large 
consideration.  I  may  obserye  that  it  is  a  yery 
different  question  to  haye  to  interpret  rules,  and 
to  interpret  a  practice  according  to  the  different 
spirit  with  which  such  interpretations  are  re- 
ceiyed.  The  ruling  is  not  scanned  and  criticised 
in  the  same  manner  when  there  is  ari  amount 
of  agreement  as  upon  an  occasion  when  there 
is  a  considerable  amount  of  temper  in  the 
House,  and  when  '^  the  pound  of  flesh "  and 
that  only  is  insisted  on.  I  understand  that  that 
is  precisely  the  position  just  now,  and  there- 
fore it  is  an  occasion  on  which  I  am  justified 
in  asking  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  in 
deciding  this  difficult  question,  the  difficulty  of 
which  I  have  endeayoured  to  meet  to  the  best 
of  my  ability.  I  haye  referred  to  the  seyeral 
cases  quoted  of  ordinary  instances  on  which 
notices  of  motion  and  Orders  of  the  day  haye 
been  altered  from  the  position  in  which  they 
stood  on  the  corrected  Order  Paper.  In  my 
opinion,  the  instances  quoted  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Trarers)  do 
not  apply  to  the  present  case,  because  there 
was  more  or  less  of  consent  in  the  instances 
referred  to.  There  was,  indeed,  a  preNsedent 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member  for  Kangi- 
tikei  (Mr.  Ballance)  which  was  yery  much 
more  to  the  point,  and  which  yery  much  im- 

Sressed  my  mind.  It  is  the  case  in  which  Mr. 
Gladstone,  in  1868,  after  he  had  obtained 
an  adyerse  yote  against  the  Goyemment,  be- 
ing disappointed  in  a  supposed  arrangement  by 
wmch  a  certain  motion  was  to  come  on,  gaye 
notice  that  he  would,  on  a  certain  day,  moye  the 
suspension  of  Standing  Orders  with  a  yiew  to 
the  postponement  of  certain  Orders  of  the  day, 
in  order  to  bring  on  a  motion  which  he  deemed' of 
importance.  Before  I  go  further,  let  me  deduce 
one  conclusion  from  that  case :  If  that  proceeding 
could  be  taken  and  the  motion  could  be  made  at 
all,  that  fact  entirely  disposes,  in  my  mind,  of  all 
the  objections  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Biyerton  and  by  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East,  in  which  they  pointed  out  that 
excessiye  Parliamentary  inconyenience  would  arise 
from  such  a  practice.  I  say  that,  if  the  practice 
has  undoubtedly  obtained  which  was  pointed  out 
in  the  case  quoted  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Rangitikei,  then  the  whole  question  of  incon- 
yenience is  disposed  of;  although,  like  many 
other  priyileees  of  Houses  of  Parliament,  this  par- 
ticular priyilege  may  be  abused.  The  significant 
point  in  that  case  is  the  suspension  of  the  Stand- 
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iD^  Ordert.  It  will  be  obserred  that  notice  waf 
giren  that  it  was  the  intention  to  alter  the  order 
of  bu^nees,  and,  at  the  same  time,  notice  was 
gi?en  that  a  motion  would  be  made  to  suspend 
Uie  Standing  Orders  in  order  that  the  motion  for 
alteration  of  the  order  of  business  might  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  In  regard  to  this  point,  I  am  very 
much  influenced  bj  the  Standing  Order  of  this 
House  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Atoh  just  now,  and  preriouslj  by  the  honorable 
memt>er  for  Waikato — namely,  Standing  Order  70 : 
"  Unless  the  House  shall  otherwise  direct,  Orders 
of  the  day  for  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  are  to  be 
disposed  of  before  the  House  will  proceed  upon 
any  motions  of  which  notice  shall  be  giren." 
Kow,  unless  I  am  to  iofer  that  the  words,  "  unless 
the  House  shall  otherwise  direct,"  are  mere  sur- 
plusage, I  can  arrire  at  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  House  has  retained  to  itself,  by 
the  express  insertion  of  these  words,  the  power  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  order  of  business,  if  it 
were  thought  fit,  without  proceeding  to  the  ne- 
oeesity  of  suspending  any.  Standing  Order,  be- 
cause, if  it  were  necessary  to  suspend  the  Stand- 
ing Order,  clearly  these  words  would  have  no 
meaning,  but  would  be  entirely  surplusage.  At 
the  same  time,  I  am  bound  to  point  out  that  I 
hare  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and,  notwithstanding  that 
the  same  words  are  there  inserted  in  the  Stand- 
ing Order  referring  to  the  same  subject,  still 
Mr.  Gladstone,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  in 
1868,  did  think  proper  to  giro  notice  that  he 
would  move  that  the  Standing  Orders  should 
be  suspended.  Hare  we  any  other  precedent 
of  our  own  ?  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  generally, 
Uie  practice,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  has 
been  loose  in  this  respect  in  this  House :  still,  we 
hare  a  precedent,  and  I  cannot  altogether  orer- 
look  it.  It  was  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  this  morning.  The  case  oc- 
curred in  1878,  and  I  hare  read  the  debate  upon 
it.  A  motion  was  made  by  Sir  Donald  McLean 
in  1875  that  the  first  Order  of  the  day  be  post- 
poned in  order  to  proceed  to  a  diBcussion  on  a 
motion  to  introduce  a  Bill.  A  discussion  ensued, 
in  which  I  myself,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  with 
others,  took  part,  and  we  strenuously  opposed 
that  motion ;  and  I  obserre  that  on  that  occa- 
taoti  I  dwelt  upon  the  question  of  surprise.  The 
motion,  howerer,  was  carried,  and,  although  there 
was  no  division,  there  was  just  as  much  opposi- 
tion as  if  there  had  been  a  division.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  agree  to  the  statement-  in  which  it 
was  sought  to  be  contended  that  in  no  case 
has  there  been  any  hostility,  but  that  it  has 
always  been  a  question  of  concession.  Then,  as 
to  the  general  argument  which  I  understand  is 
maint^ied  that  on  Gk>?emment  days  the  Minis- 
try hare  such  absolute  control  over  the  butiness 
tlust  no  one  can,  except  by  their  concession  and 
th«ir  leare,  alter  the  order  of  proceedings,  and 
that  the  Ministry  themselyes  must  be  tne  pro* 
poaers  of  any  such  motion,  I  do  not  fo  read 
the  pririlege  given  by  the  Standing  Orders  and 
by  the  practice-  of  Parliament  to  Ministers  in 
reapect  of  the  days  which  are  called  Government 
dbys.    I  understand  that  on  those  days  Miobters 


have  the  priyilege  of  arranging  the  business  in 
the  order  m  which  they  think  fit  to  put  it  on  the 
Paper.  They  might,  no  doubt,  move  the  post- 
ponement of  the  Orders  of  the  day  after  haying 
regulated  them  on  the  corrected  Order  Paper, 
but  they  could  not  do  so  if  objection  were  made, 
except  by  calling  on  the  Orders  one  by  one  and  so 
disposing  of  each  on  its  merits.  I  come  then  to 
the  general  principle  laid  down  in  May,  to  which 
reference  was  made  yesterday  when  I  ruled  upon 
the  point  submitted  to  me  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Effmont ;  and  I  have  been  more  impressed 
since  on  further  reference  to  it,  for  not  only  do  I 
find  that  notice  is  of  essence,  but  that  it  applies 
not  only  to  the  prescribed  order  of  the  Orders  of 
the  day,  but  also  to  notices  of  motion,  showing 
by  the  repetition  of  the  words  in  each  case  that 
they  did  not  accidentally  occur  but  were  of 
essence  to  such  alteration.  I  will  briefly  read 
two  passages  which  occur  at  pages  255  and  257  of 
the  1873  edition  of  May  :— 

"When  it  becomes  necessary  to  disturb  the 
appointed  order  of  business,  and  to  give  prece- 
dence to  some  important  subject  of  debate,  a 
special  order  is  made  for  that  purpose.  If  it  be 
desired  to  give  priority  to  a  notice  of  motion 
on  any  day  on  which  Orders  of  the  day  are  en- 
titled to  precedence,  notice  having  previously 
been  given,  a  motion  is  made  that  the  Orders 
of  the  day  be  postponed  until  after  such  notice 
of  motion." 

It  is,  therefore,  clearly  contemplated  that  that 
can  be  done  upon  notice  beine  given,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  postponement  of  the  Orders  of  the 
day.  Then,  in  the  next  page  but  one  there  is  a 
rule  laid  down  with  regard  to  notices  of  mo- 
tion:— 

"When  it  is  desired  to  resume  an  adjourned 
debate,  or  to  give  precedence  to  any  other  Order 
of  the  day,  on  a  notice  day,  it  is  usual  to  induce 
members,  who  have  notices  on  the  Paper,  volun- 
tarily to  postpone  them ;  but  when  they  decline 
to  forego  their  privilege,  or  it  is  deemed  ri^ht 
to  interpose  the  authority  of  the  House,  notice 
haying  previously  been  given,  an  order  is  made 
that  the  notices  of  motions  be  postponed  until 
after  the  particular  Order  of  the  day  which  it  is 
desired  to  consider,  or  that  such  Order  of  the  day 
have  precedence  of  notices." 

So  that,  both  with  regard  to  the  alteration  of 
notices  of  motion  and  the  alteration  of  the  order 
of  taking  the  Orders  of  the  day,  notice  has  pre- 
viously to  be  given ;  and  nothing  occurs  in  either 
of  these  passages  which  would  lead  me  to  infer 
that  it  is  necessary  that  the  Standing  Orders 
should  be  suspended  for  that  purpose,  but  only 
that  in  all  cases  notice  must  be  given.  There 
is  another  point  raised  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout),  in  which  he 
pointed  out  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  get 
at  this  notice  of  motion — that,  until  after  the 
Orders  of  the  day  have  been  dealt  with,  it  could 
not  be  arrived  at.  That  would  be  a  fatal  objec- 
tion supposing  this  were  what,  for  this  purpose, 
might  be  described  as  an  absolute  and  inde- 
pendent motion.  I  consider,  however,  that  it  is 
what  may  properly  be  termed  a  contingent  or  de- 
pendent motion.    If  it  had  been  an  absolute  and 
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speoiBc  motion  for  Fridaj,  the  9th.  of  Norem- 
ber,  it  oould  not  have  been  called  on ;  bat  it  if  a 
motion  contingent  upon  the  first  Order  of  the 
day  being  called  on.  When,  therefore,  that  event 
occurs,  uien  b  the  period  when  the  motion  is 
ripe  for  being  called  on.  I  hope  I  have  made 
mjself  clear  in  that  respect.  With  regard  to 
tlie  whole  c^uestion,  it  will  be  gathered  that  I 
consider  this  motion  can  be  made,  and  is  not 
out  of  order.  Here,  however,  I  am  met  with  a 
great  difficult/.  The  exact  terms  of  this  motion 
are,  "upon  the  first  Order  of  the  daj  being 
*  called  on."  We  will  suppose  that  event  to  have 
arrived,  and  the  first  Onler  of  the  day  to  have 
been  called  on :  that  first  Order  of  tne  day  is 
"  Land  Bill — to  be  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee." Now,  when  any  Order  of  the  day  is  called 
on  by  which  any  BQl  has  been  ordered  to  be 
further  considered  in  Committee,  the  rule  is  as 
dear  as  possible  that  the  Speaker  leaves  the  chair 
without  question  being  put.  Absolutely,  I  do 
not  see  how  it  is  possible  that  this  question  can 
be  put,  on  account  of  that  obstacle.  If  it  had 
been  an  ordinary  question  in  regard  to  which  the 
rule  did  not  peremptorily  require  that  I  should 
leave  the  chair  without  question  being  put,  I  am 
dearly  of  opinion,  for  the  reasons  I  hare  adduced, 
that,  BO  long  as  notice  had  been  given  and  there- 
fore there  was  no  surprise,  it  would  be  competent 
for  any  member  to  challenge  the  order  of  busi- 
ness, even  on  Government  cbys,  as  prescribed  by 
the  Gt>vemment,  just  as  much  as  it  would  be  for 
the  Gbvemment  uiemselves  to  make  any  motion 
in  that  respect.  I  do  not,  however,  see  now  this 
motion,  worded  as  it  is,  can  possibly  be  put.  If 
there  had  been  any  other  Order  of  the  day  ex- 
cepting one  subject  to  such  conditions  as  those 
attached  to  the  first  Order  of  the  day  to-day,  I 
should  dedde  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  could  be  put,  and  should  feel 
confident  that  my  ruling  was  consonant  with  the 
spirit  of  the  usage  and  practice  of  Parliament. 
There  is  just  this  Question  I  should  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  House :  When  I  was  about  to 
call  on  the  first  Order  of  the  day,  I  remembered, 
and  my  attention  was  also  drawn  to  it,  that  it 
was  alleged  that  the  practice  of  my  predecessor 
in  office  had  been  to  permit  the  interval  before 
calling  on  the  Orders  of  the  day,  when  the  time 
had  arrived  for  them  to  be  called  on,  to  be  taken 
advantage  of  to  make  any  motion.  I  informed 
the  House  to-day  that  I  really  oould  not  see  the 
reason  of  that,  and  I  am  still  in  the  same  state 
of  mind ;  but,  this  being  a  case  in  which  I  am 
bound  to  deliver  the  "  pound  of  flesh,"  I  am 
constrained  to  rule  that  this  contingent  motion 
cannot  be  put,  because  when  the  first  Order  of 
the  day  is  called  on — that  the  Land  BUI  be 
further  considered  in  Committee — I  am  bound  to 
leaye  the  chair  without  any  question  being  put. 

LAND   BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  78. — Application  of  proceeds  of  land 
sold.    Subsection  3 :  "  The  surplus,  after  deduct- 
iuR  twenty-five  per  centum  as  damages  for  breach 
of  license,  to  the  selector." 
Mr.  MUBBAY  proposed  the  insertion  of  the  I 
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words  "  such  sum  not  exceeding,"  before  the  words 
*'  twenty-five  per  centum." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  so  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  diyision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         SL 

Noes         42 


Mi^rity  against . 


Mr.  Baigsnt, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  GHsbome, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamaoh, 
Mr.Lusk, 


21 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  MontgomeiT, 
Mr.  Pyke. 
Mr.  Biees, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa* 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
TeUert. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Murray. 


Noes. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  GKbbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Lunisden, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Whilaker, 
Mr.  WiUiams, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Telleri. 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Stout. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Clause  83. — ^Disqualifications. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  following  words 
be  added  to  the  clause  :  '*  No  person  who  shall 
be  the  owner  in  fee  of  two  thousand  acrea,  or  who 
shall,  during  the  currency  of  the  lioenae  men- 
tioned  in  section  eighty-six,  become  the  owner  in 
fee  of  two  thousand  acres,  shall  be  allowed  to 

Eirchase  any  area  of  land  that,  together  with  the 
nd  he  owns,  shall  exceed  in  acreage  five  thou* 
sand  acres." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  propoeed  to 
be  added  to  the  clause  be  there  added ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result . — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         27 

Mi^jority  against 7 
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Mr.  Bmigent, 
Mr.  Bftrff; 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hodgldnaoti, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
BCr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Boetbam, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bams, 
Mr.  Kteroy, 
Mr.  Ghbbs, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Harsthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 


Atb8. 

,  Mr.  Bees, 

'  Captain  Bussell, 

Mr.  SeatoD, 

Mr.  Thomson, 
!  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

i  T€ller$, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 
I  Mr.  Stout. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sbeehan, 
Mr.  Svraoson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
TelUr$, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Reynolds. 


The  amendment  was  oonsequently  negatired. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  giyen  to  sit 


The  House  adjourned   at  a  quarter   to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

M<mdajf,  Uth  November,  1877. 


fint  BeadiBff— Third  Beadioff— BaUwsr  Beserrat— Bluff 
Harfooar  Bill— A4jonrnineiit— Blntr  Harbour  Bill— 
Patea  Harbour  Board  Bill— Biverton  Harbour  Bill— 
Bonedin  Loans  Bin. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
pMt  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Onehunga  Endowments  BilL 

THIBD  READING. 
AnoUand  College  and  Grammar  School  Bill. 

RAILWAY  RESERVES. 
Tha  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  wished  to 
aak  a  question  without  notice.  From  the  ordi- 
iBmrj  sources  of  Information  honorable  memberB 
had  learnt  that  the  Executire  Government  had, 
in  the  Pronnce  of  Otago,  made  a  large  reserre  of 
wmate  lands  for  the  purpose,  apparently,  of  oon- 
etroetiiiff  a  railway  at  Tapanui,  and  tne  Waste 
Lftods  Soard  of  that  district  had  marked  off  the 
reserve.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  probably 
tfayongh  inadTertenoe  on  the  part  of  the  Gorem- 
menfc  that  so  large  a  reserve  had  been  made 
without  aflbrding  any  information  to  the  Oouncil ; 
and  be  thought  also  that  probably  his  lionor- 
•hle  friend  the  Cobnial  Secretary  would  think  it 

VOL.  zzvn.-i«. 


right  that  the  opinion  of  the  Council  should  be 
asked  on  reservations  of  that  kind.  Since  that 
tiAe  he  noticed,  from  the  ordinary  sources  of  in« 
formation  and  from  the  Order  Paper  of  the  other 
House,  that  other  large  reserves  were  being  con* 
templated  to  be  made.  The  question  he  wished 
to  ask  the  Gt>Temmrnt  was,  Did  the  Government 
consider  it  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  making 
large  reserves  for  railway  purposes  that  a  resolution 
should  be  passed  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
without  the  information  or  knowledge  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  ?  He  tS»o  wished 
to  know  if  the  honorable  and  galUnt  gentleman 
would  be  kind  enough  to  tell  the  Council  under 
what  authority  of  law  these  reserves  had  been  or 
were  oontemphited  to  be  made.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  only  reserving  power  of  a  general 
character  which  at  present  existed  in  regard  to 
railways  was  that  afforded  to  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment by  section  20  of  the  Public  Works  Act 
of  last  year.  That  Act  repealed  a  number  of  Acts 
previously  in  force,  and  provided  generally  for 
matters  relating  to  railways  and  public  works ; 
and  the  20th  section  of  that  Act  said,  '*Tho 
Governor  may,  by  Proclamation,  from  time  to 
time  reserve  such  parts  of  the  waste  lands  of  the 
'Crown  as  he  thinks  fit  for  railways,  roads,  bridges, 
ferries,  or  for  any  other  public  works  constructed 
under  the  authority  of  this  Act."  Were  the 
reserves  which  had  been  made,  and  which  were 
contemplated  to  be  made,  upon  resolution  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  made  under  the 
authority  of  this  section,  or,  if  not  under  thie 
section,  then  under  what  authority  of  law  F 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  replied  that 
no  such  reserve  had  been  made  on  a  simple  reso- 
lution of  the  other  House.  A  resolution  of  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature  was  an  indication  of 
the  wish  of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  Government  would  give  their  heat  attention 
to  such  resolutions,  and  would  carry  them  out 
when  they  appeared  to  be  practicable  and  lawful. 
Therefore,  tnough  a  resolution  had  been  passed 
in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  reserve 
certain  lands,  it  by  no  means  followed  that  the 
Government  would  make  any  such  reeerve  what* 
ever.  However,  he  did  not  seek  to  evade  the 
question  by  that  answer,  and  would  state  that 
the  Government  were  of  opinion  that  in  certain 
cases  it  was  in  their  power  to  make  temporary 
reserves  until  they  were  legalized  by  Act.  There 
were  many  cases  in  which  that  course  had  been 
followed.  The  honorable  gentleman  would  at 
once  admit  that' such  reserves  for  railways  made 
under  the  Public  Works  Act  of  last  year  were 
legaL  He  was  also  aware  that  for  manv  other 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  12th  clause  of  "  The 
Waste  Lands  Act,  1858,"  the  Governor  had  that 
power ;  and,  according  to  Waste  Lands  Acts  in 
the  various  provinces,  difiering  in  each,  the  Go- 
vernor had  power  to  make  reserves  under  various 
hmitations.  He  was  given  to  understand  that  a 
reserTation  of  500,000  acres  had  been  thus  made 
on  the  West  Coast,  and  he  was  also  given  to  un- 
derstand that,  according  to  "  The  Otago  Waste 
Lands  Act,  1872,"  reserves  could  be  made  of  a 
specific  dutracter  on  the  recommendation  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Prorinoial  Counoil.    There* 
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lore  it  by  no  means  foBowed  ihst,  even  if  the 
actual  power  to  make  reserres  did  not  exist  in 
lome  parts  of  the  colonj,  it  did  not  exist  in  other 
parts.  At  all  erents^  the  Gk>yemment  would  not 
act  illesallj  in  what  it  did.  Furthermore,  it  did 
not  follow  that,  althoneh  it  might  be  legal,  the 
Ghovomment  would  think  it  wise.  Tbey  bad  by 
no  means  made  up  their  minds  as  to  the  course 
thej  would  take  in  regard  to  this  particular  rail- 
way when  the  question  of  making  a  permanent 
reserve  came  up.  What  was  recommended  was 
only  a  provisional  reserre,  until  a  certain  surrey 
was  made. 

BLUFF  HABBOUE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moring  the 
seoond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  Council 
would  rememter  that  during  last  session  a  Bill 
passed  through  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
nnder  the  same  title  as  this.  The  objects  of  that 
Bill  were  threefold.  It  proposed  to  establish  a 
Harbour  Board  at  the  Bluff ;  to  give  that  Board 
an  endowment  of  pastoral  land  in  a  central  dis- 
triot ;  and  also  to  give  certain  borrowing  powers 
to  the  Board.  On  the  occasion  of  the  second 
leadioff  of  that  Bill,  it  became  clear  that  the 
Couneu  would  not  grant  the  borrowing  powers, 
but  it  was  hoped  that  the  endowments  would  be 

S'ren.  Unfortunately,  although  the  Bill  with 
te  endowment  clauses  passed  its  second  read- 
ing, yet,  by  a  chance  rote  at  the  eleyenth  hour, 
those  clauses  were  struck  out.  He  thought  it 
vas  rather  done  by  accident  than  anything  else, 
or  with  the  intention  of  adhering  to  the  same 
plan  of  action  in  regard  to  other  Harbour  Bills 
which  came  suddenly  in  great  numbers  before  the 
Council  towards  the  close  of  the  session.  If  all 
the  Harbour  Board  Bills  had  been  dealt  with  in 
the  same  manner  as  this  one,  he  would  have  had 
no  occasion  to  consider  that  the  Bhiff  had  not 
been  dealt  with  fairly  ;  but  that  was  not  the  case. 
In  many  caees  endowments  and  borrowing  powers 
were  given.  The  object  of  the  Bill  now  before 
the  Council  was  to  give  the  power  which  was 
then  refused  to  this  Board,  and  he  thou|^ht  the 
Council  would  hare  such  a  sense  of  justice,  and 
of  the  propriety  of  taking  this  action,  as  would 
iadace  it  to  concur  in  the  proposal  he  was  about 
to  make.  The  Council  would  remember  that  he 
pointed  out  the  special  reasons  why  the  Harbour 
Board  should  not  only  be  constituted,  but  why 
it  should  also  haye  funds  placed  at  its  disposal 
to  enable  it  to  cany  out  the  improvements  that 
were  indispensable  in  order  to  give  the  necessary 
accommodation  for  the  shipping,  which  fromyear 
to  year  had  been  practically  increasing.  When 
the  Bill  was  under  consideration  last  yeur  he  ex- 
pressed his  views  in  detail  regarding  it.  The 
object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  set  aside  a 
reserve  of  86,000  acres  of  land,  some  sixty  or 
seventy  miles  in  the  interior,  and  to  give  the 
Board  the  power  to  borrow  £50,000.  He  stated 
last  year,  when  the  Bill  was  first  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Council,  that  both  the 
Frovincial  Qovemment  and  the  General  GK>vem- 
ment  had  objected  to  hsve  «ny  agricultural 
land  included  in  the  endowment.  The  endow- 
ment last  session  was  exclusively  pastoiil  land. 
JToti.  Colons  WkUmor^ 


The  tract  proposed  to  be  given  now  was  almost 
the  same  pastoral  land  which  it  was  proposed  last 
year  to  give  as  an  endowment.  He  hsud  already 
pointed  out  that  the  trade  of  the  place  was  last 
mcreasing,  and  at  the  present  time  he  woidd 
only  say  that,  on  taking  the  ayeraf^e  for  the  lut 
five  years,  the  port  had  stood  fifth  in  respect 
of  the  shipping  both  inwards  and  outnrsms. 
With  respect  to  the  imports  it  had  stood  seventh, 
and  in  r^^ard  to  the  exports  it  had  stood  sixth, 
of  all  the  ports  in  the  colony.  As  &r  as  the 
Customs  duties  were  concerned,  it  had  for  three 
years  out  of  five  been  ninth,  and  in  two  of  those 
years  it  had  been  eighth.  The  increase  of  the 
trade  might  be  gathers  &om  the  largely-increased 
exports.  He  found  that  in  1866  the  export  of 
wool  was  £70,000  in  round  numbers,  iHiile  in 
1867  it  was  £106,209.  In  1871  it  was  £127,000, 
and  in  1874  it  was  £235,294.  The  expoH  of 
grain  rose  from  the  value  of  £40  in  1867  to 
£3,877  in  1871,  and  £8,887  in  1874.  The  con- 
struction of  railways  had  given  an  immense  sti- 
mulus to  agriculture.  The  returns  of  wheat  and 
oats  were  above  the  average  of  any  other  district 
either  in  the  South  or  in  the  North,  with  one 
single  exception.  There  was  one  district  in  the 
South  where  the  returns  had  been  larger.  Besidea 
the  increased  stimulus  to  production,  and  tlie 
great  increase  to  the  export  trade,  the  import 
trade  would  augment  enormously  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  rulway  line  to  Dunedin.  Then 
could  be  no*  doubt  that,  the  Bluff  being  the  first 
port  of  call  from  Australia  and  the  last  on  the 
departure  from  New  Zealand,  many  classes  of 
goods  of  light  weight  and  high  value  would  be 
landed  there  and  sent  northwards,  especially  see- 
ing that  there  were  only  two  links  now  wanting 
to  complete  the  chain  of  railway  communication 
between  the  Bluff  and  the  northern  oomera  of 
Canterbuiy.  Havins  recently  conversed  with  the 
captain  of  one  of  the  lareest  steamers  trading 
on  the  coast,  one  who  had  large  experience  of 
such  matters,  he  had  asked  that  gentleman  to 

§'ve  him  his  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the 
luff  Harbour,  and  the  probability  of  the  trada 
increasing  within  a  few  years ;  and  Captain  Un« 
derwood,  of  the  "  Arawata" 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Since  the  honor- 
able member  began  his  speech,  I  have  heard  thai 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  adjourned 
until  half-past  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  as  a 
mark  of  their  regard  for  a  gentleman  who  f<nr 
many  years  was  a  member  of  the  General  Asaem- 
bly.  I  think,  under  all  the  circumstances,  ifc 
would  be  a  toi|en  of  respect  if  the  Coimcil  wen 
to  adopt  the  same  course. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  am  aware 
that  the  Qovemment  were  asked  to  propose  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  until  this  evening,  and, 
as  all  sides  of  the  House  were  so  disposed,  they 
consented  to  do  so.  I  intended  to  move  to  the 
eflfect  that  the  Council  should  adyoum ;  bat  I 
wished  to  get  through  as  mudi  work  as  possiUe 
before  doing  so.  However,  as  I  nnderstuid  tlM 
funeral  is  just  starting,  I  think  the<7ouucil  should 
now  adyoum. 
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The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  will  resume  the 
chair  at  half  >|M8t  seTen  o'clock. 

COXTNCIt.  BE8TJXBD. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  reemned  the  chair  at 
half-past  seren  o'clock. 

BLUFF  HARBOUR  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  that  when  the 
Conncil  adjourned  he  was  pointing  out  that,  as 
the  railwaj  extended  northward  for  ahout  ninety 
milet,  although  the  line  was  not  jet  completed, 
and  eastward  for  about  seyenty  miles,  where  it 
was  not  yet  connected  with  the  line  from  Dun- 
ediu,   the  country  gradually  came  into  occupa- 
tion, and  the  produce  wae  very  largely  increased. 
He  referred  to  the  large  increase  in  the  export  of 
wool,  grain,  and  other  products  of  very  consider- 
able magnitude.    In  the  year  1875-76  something 
like  six  and  a  half  million  feet  of  timber  were 
exported.    There  were,  likewise,  other  industries 
which  had  already  increased  and  would  in  the 
future  sUn  more  swell  the  exporte — such,  for 
inatance,  as  preserved  meats.    A  very  large  quan- 
tity of  preserred  meata  had  been  exported  from 
the  Bluff.    Except  during  the  last  autumn,  the 
works  had  been  suspended  for  two  or  three  Tears 
paat,  seeing  that  the  prices  of  fat  cattle  did  not 
admit  of  preserred  meat  being  sent  Home  with  a 
TOofit.     Besides  thi?,  a  paper  manufactory  had 
been  prospering  rery  well,  and  a  considerable 
quantity  of  paper  had  been  produced.     Lime- 
atone  was  abundant,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
lime  would  become  an  important  article  of  ex- 
port.   Building  stone  of  the  rerr  best  quality 
waa  found  dose  by  the  northern  line  of  railway. 
In  fiict,  at  the  present  moment  a   quantity  of 
atone  was  being  Drought  down,  for  building  pur- 
poses, and  for  kerbing  the  streets  of  Invercargill, 
nom  %  <juarry  alongside  the  railway.    The  pecu- 
liar poeition  of  the  Bluff,  the  lacilities  for  con- 
Teying  produce  to  it  and  exports  from  it,  and  its 
farourable  position  as  regarded  Australia,  must 
an  render  it  a  port  of  the  first  importance,  much 
higher  than  it  stood  at  present,  although  it  ranked 
fifth  in  New  Zealand.     He  was  about  to  observe, 
when  the  adjournment  todt  place,  that)  in  re- 
•ponae  to  a  request.  Captain  Underwood,  a  good 
aothority  as  a  nautical  man,  who  had  traded  for 
many  years  between  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
in  oonunand  of  steamers,  had  written  to  him  in 
Iha  lblh>wing  terms  : — 

"  Haying  traded  to  Bluff  Harbour  in  Tarious 
steamers  for  a  number  of  years,  and  watched  the 
v^ndly-deTeloping  commerce  of  the  port,  the  in- 
ereaee  in  number  and  size  of  ships  loadine  and 
discharsing  there  each  jrear,  and  continual^  ex- 
periencing delay  and  inconyenience  from  the 
scanty  wharf  accommodation,  which  for  years 
baa  been  quite  inadequate  to  the  requirements  of 
the  port,  necessitating  ships  lying  two  deep  and 
working  their  cargoes  oyer  each  other's  decks,  it 
beeomes  yery  necessary  that  further  jetty  ex- 
ttmaan  shouid  be  made  without  delay  to  meet  the 
xequirements  of  the  rapidly-increasing  trade  of 
the  port 

"Bluff  Harbooi^  being  a  good  safe  port,  easy 
cf  9CoeBB  to  the  laripast  anips,  aod  from  its  geo- 


graphical position  having  greater  advantages  than 
any  other  port  in  New  Zealand,  through  its 
proximity  to  Australia  and  Tasmania,  the  first 
port  to  ships  from  the  westward,  and  from  its 
railway  connection  with  the  north  and  its  natural 
advantages,  is  destined  soon  to  become  the  Ply- 
mouth of  the  colony,  being  capable,  by  improye- 
ment,  of  affording  the  best  and  safest  accommo- 
dation for  vessels  of  the  largest  class. 

"  Having  perused  with  much  interest  the  able 
and  thoroughly  practical  report  by  Mr.  W. 
Brunton,  C.E.,  on  Bluff  Harbour,  its  natural  ad- 
vantages and  proposed  improvements,  which,  if 
carried  out,  cannot  fail  to  make  the  Bluff  one  of 
the  many  excellent  ports  of  which  New  Zealand 
m^ justly  feel  proud,     .     .     ." 

What  vras  wanted  in  this  case  was  not,  as  in 
many  other  cases,  an  endowment  to  make  a  har- 
bour, but  an  endowment  to  provide  that  accom- 
modation which  the  rapidly-increasing  trade  of 
the  port  required  in  a  hubour  which  Nature 
had  already  made. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  had  only  to 
say  that  he  had  perfect  confidence  in  that  body 
wnich  would  have  the  examination  of  this  Bill, 
and  he  hoped  honorable  gentlemen  would  read 
it  a  second  time,  in  order  that  it  might  be  re- 
mitted to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  where 
sufficient  information  would  be  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  they  would  be  in  a  position  to  giye  an 
intelligent  opinion  when  they  receiyed  the  report 
of  that  Committee.  All  that  the  honorable 
eentleman  had  told  them  was  very  interesting 
m  itself,  and  would  receive  sreat  attention  in 
Committee.  It  was  quite  possible,  however,  that, 
while  everything  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
stated  might  be  lact,  still,  without  prejudice  to  the 
opinion  of  those  who  advocated  this  measure,  it 
might  not  be  considered  desirable  to  make  a  large 
reservation  of  public  lands  to  endow  this  har- 
bour. The  Council  refused  it  last  year  upon  good 
grounds,  and  it  was  quite  possible  it  might  take 
the  same  course  again.  He  quite  indorsed  all  the 
honorable  gentleman  said  about  the  harbour  it- 
self. He  hsA,  seen  it,  and  knew  it  to  be  a  very 
valuable  harbour  to  New  Zealand;  and  if  the 
Committee,  after  examining  the  circumstances, 
should  recommend  that  it  be  done,  he  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  some  steps  taken  towards  im- 
proving it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PATBA  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  seoond 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Representatives  b^  the  Hon.  BCajor 
Atkinson,  who  had  requested  him  to  take  charse 
of  it  in  the  Council.  Honorable  gentlemen  would 
remember  that  last  year  there  was  an  Act  passed 
called  the  Patea  Harbour  Board  Act,  which  pro- 
vided for  the  administration  of  the  harbour  and 
also  supplied  a  modest  endowment  of  land — in 
all,  a  litUe  more  than  8,000  acres— for  the  nie 
of  the  port.  The  object  of  the  present  Bill  was 
to  correct  an  error  m  the  appropriation  of  the 
land  which  was  made  for  the  harbour,  to  make 
an  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  Boaxd« 
and  to  provide  for  granting  an  addiUonal  endow* 
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ment  of  some  200  or  300  acres  forming  the  fore- 
shore  of  the  Patea  Biver  and  of  the  beach  at 
the  approaches  to  it.  In  the  schedule  to  the 
Act  of  last  Tear  there  was  included  a  section 
numbered  568,  containing  800  acres  of  land. 
After  the  Act  was  passed,  and  when  proceedings 
were  instituted  for  the  transfer  of  this  land,  it 
was  discovered  that  that  particular  piece  of  land 
had  already  been  granted,  and  was  priFate  pro- 
perty. It  was  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  release 
that  land — to  amend  the  schedule  by  learing  out 
that  block  and  substituting  other  blocks  of  land 
containing  exactly  the  same  quantity — namely, 
800  acres.  It  appeared,  also,  that  two  other  blocks 
of  land,  numbered  820  and  565  in  the  schedule  of 
the  Act  of  last  year,  were  erroneously  described  as 
to  their  boundaries  and  as  to  the  quantity  con- 
tained in  them.  It  was  nroposed  by  this  Bill  to 
make  that  correction,  ana  to  define  anew  these 
two  blocks  that  were  proposed  to  be  set  apart  last 
year.  The  Patea  Harbour  Board,  as  constituted 
by  the  Act  of  last  year,  consisted  of  two  persons 
appointed  by  the  Goremor,  the  Major  of  the 
Q\>wn  of  Patea,  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
Council,  and  two  persons  elected  by  the  gOTem- 
ing  body,  which  was  interpreted  to  be  the  Patea 
Borough  Council  or  the  Highway  Board,  which- 
ever was  in  existence  at  the  time.  The  altera- 
tion proposed  to  be  made  by  the  Bill  was  that 
one  person  should  be  appointed  by  the  GoTernor, 
two  persons  elected  by  the  goyeming  body,  one 
person  by  the  County*  Council  of  Patea,  and  one 
pereon  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  of  the 
ridinpB  in  the  County  of  Patea.  The  former 
members  were  elected  for  two  years,  and  the  time 
for  the  election  was  fixed  for  the  second  Monday 
in  January.  The  3rd  clause  of  this  Bill  pro- 
posed that  the  members  should  be  elected  for 
one  year  only,  and  that  the  time  of  the  election 
should  be  the  second  Monday  in  the  month  of 
February.  After  the  large  endowments  pro- 
posed to  be  given  in  the  Bill,  the  principle  of 
which  the  Council  had  just  affirmea  by  allow- 
ing it  to  be  read  a  second  time,  he  was  almost 
ashamed,  on  behalf  of  such  an  important  district 
as  Patea,  to  be  obliged  to  ask  ior  such  a  very 
small  quantity  of  land  as  was  contained  in  the 
schedule  to  this  Bill  —  namely,  not  more  than 
200  or  800  acres.  The  lands  proposed  to  be 
granted  were  portions  of  the  foreshore  of  the 
river  and  of  the  beach  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour,  which  might  be  reclaimed  by  the  works 
the  Boiurd  would  be  authorized  to  carry  on.  He 
thought  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  Bill 

being  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHTTMORE  said  there 
were  some  objections  on  the  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants to  the  proposed  composition  of  the  Board. 
Hie  county  was  hardly  satisfied  to  have  a  voice 
in  the  election  only  of  two  members.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  Town  of  Patea  was  very 
small  indeed,  while  the  district  was  a  very  large 
one,  and  it  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  as  rather  a 
hardship  that  two  persons  shoulct  be  elected  by 
the  governing  body,  which  was  defined  by  the 
Act  of  last  year  as  being  the  To^n  Board  of  Car- 
lyle,  or,  in  the  event  of  Carljle  being  constituted 
a  borough,  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  borough. 
Woth  Dr,  Pollen 


The  Borough  of  Carlyle  was  an  exceedingly  small 
affair,  and  it  would  practically  have  aq  equal  vmoe 
with  the  whole  of  the  large  district  embraeed  in 
the  County  of  Patea.  In  Committee  he  should 
endeavour  to  restore  the  balanee  in  this  respect  by 
an  amendment ;  but  that  was  the  only  objeoUon 
he  would  make  to  the  Bill,  for,  if  it  were  possible 
to  make  a  harbour,  or  to  improve  the  harbour,  at 
Patea,  so  as  to  admit  of  any  shipping  for  so  small 
a  sacrifice  of  the  public  estate  as  they  were  here 
called  upon  to  make,  he  would  be  very  glad  to  see 
it  done.  He  only  hoped  that  it  was  feasible  and 
possible,  but,  from  his  own  recollection,  it  did  not 
look  a  very  easy  matter.  However,  it  would  be 
an  unmixed  blessing  to  the  whole  of  that  ooast  if 
they  could  get  a  ph^  which  would  afibrd  aceooi- 
modation  for  vessels  drawing  even  six  or  seven 
feet  of  water. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

KIVERTON  HARBOUB  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  t^e 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  go  over  the  same  ground  as  he  had  traversed 
in  connection  with  the  Bluff  Harbour  Bill,  and 
he  would  very  shortly  recapitulate  the  leading 
points.  There  was  at  present  a  very  useful  har- 
bour at  Biverton  for  vessels  of  150  tons  and 
under,  but  there  was  a  lack  of  proper  jetty  ac- 
commodation, which  had  especially  been  felt 
during  the  last  two  years  since  a  bridge  had  been 
erected  across  a  narrow  part  of  the  estuary  over 
which  it  was  intended  to  take  the  Orepuki  Bail- 
way.  The  bridge  extended  from  near  the  point 
from  whence  the  old  jetty  started,  and  the  jetty 
had  become  rickety  and  useless,  and,  by  way  of 
giving  accommodation  to  the  shipping,  a  projec- 
tion over  the  bridge  had  been  constructed  run- 
ning down  the  stream,  and  at  right  angles  with 
the  bridge,  which  made  it  very  inconvenient  for 
vessels  entering  the  harbour.  It  was  hoped  that 
better  accommodation  might  be  easily  obtained 
by  running  a  jetty  along  the  side  of  the  channel, 
and  that  larger  vessels  might  be  admitted  by  ex- 
tending a  sea- wall  along  one  side  of  the  mouth 
of  the  estuary.  The  harbour  was  a  bar  har- 
bour. 'The  channel  was  winding;  and  conse- 
quently, with  a  strong  south-east  wind,  thers 
was  some  little  difficulty  in  entering  if  there 
happened  to  be  a  heavy  swell  on.  But,  by  run- 
ning a  sea-wall  for  some  little  distance  acfoss 
the  channel  straight  out,  it  was  expected  by 
an  engineer  who  was  consulted  on  the  subject 
that  the  scour  would  keep  a  deeper  and  direct 
channel  always  open,  and  so  admit  the  entnuioe 
of  larger  vessels.  The  country  of  which  Rnrerton 
was  the  outlet  was  very  rich  agricultural  coun- 
try. There  was  a  considerable  extent  of  it,  and 
the  land  was  very  fertile.  He  found,  on  refeivnoe 
to  the  shipping  returns,  that,  in  1875,  96  yessels 
entered  Riverton,  and  100  cleared,  the  total  ton- 
nage being  17,500  tons ;  and,  in  1876,  95  entered 
ana  98  cleared.  The  Customs  revenue  from 
1870  to  1876  averaged  £5,477.  A  veiy  large 
quantity  of  grain  was  exported  from  Riverton. 
The  main  object  now  desired  was  to  ran  a  sea- 
wall out  in  order  to  straighten  the  channdi,  and 
thereby  produce  a  sooor  which  would  deepoi  it 
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10  M  to  admit  larger  ressels,  and,  what  was 
of  ttill  more  immediate  importance,  to  proTide 
piroper  wharfage  accommodation  for  the  ressels 
thai  now  Tinted  the  harbour.  With  that  object, 
it  was  proposed  by  this  Bill  that  the  Harbour 
Board  should  reoeiTe  an  endowment  of  15,000 
■eres  of  pastoral  land,  and  be  authorized  to  bor- 
raw  not  more  than  £20,000  upon  the  security  of 
ibis  land  and  the  wharfage  rates  and  dues.  He 
begged  to  more  the  second  readini;  of  the  Bill. 

Hie  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that 
honorable  gentlemen  in  considering  this  Bill 
would  doabtless  giro  some  thought  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  part  of  the  country  to  which 
it  referred.  For  his  part,  be  waited  to  be  assured 
that  it  was  the  outlet  of  a  large  trade,  and 
afforded  oonrenienoe  to  a  considerable  number 
of  settlers.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bui  would  satisfy  his  mind  on 
tiiat  subject.  What  he  did  know  about  this  mat- 
ter, and  what  he  had  ascertained  during  the  last 
few  days,  was  that  the  colony  had  already  giren 
tiiree  railways  to  Kiverton.  There  was  one  rail- 
way which  united  it  with  the  Otago  system ; 
thin  was  one  that  ran  inland ;  and  there  was 
the  third  into  the  bush  country — all  couTcrging 
upon  the  Port  of  Biverton.  Already,  without 
the  least  difficulty,  vessels  up  to  100  tons  could 
enter  the  harbour,  and  ressels  of  that  tonnage 
were  by  no  means  rery  small  y^sels.  He  had 
read  the  scheme  by  which  it  was  proposed  to 
improve  this  harbour,  and  he  read  that,  after  cer- 
tain operations  had  been  carried  out,  there  was  a 
posaibility  of  a  greater  depth  of  from  2  h,  to, 
2  ft.  6  in.  being  obtained.  But  it  was  pointed  out 
that  if  that  operation  did  take  place  the  waves 
were  likely  to  be  so  much  higher  as  to  diminish 
A  great  deal  the  advantage  to  be  gained  from  the 
extra  depth.  The  district  which  was  proposed  Uf 
be  benefited  by  this  allocation  of  public  land  was 
a  district  that  they  were  told  was  an  exceedingly 
lieh  one.  He  would  like  to  have  been  assured 
that  they  would  be  likely  to  increase  the  growth 
of  grain  by  giving  it  a  Harbour  Board;  and 
to  naye  been  told  that  the  enormous  railway 
farnitiea  already  given  at  the  expense  of  the 
eolony  to  this  small  place  did  not  sufficiently 
provide  for  the  carrying  away  of  the  grain.  H^ 
waa  quite  aware  that,  unless  the  charges  for  car- 
jfiage  were  moderate,  grain-growing  could  not  be 
earned  on  with  profit  He  had  hoped  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  have  told  them  that 
by  gtvisg  a  direct  sea  traffic  a  very  much  larger 
area  ef  grain  country  would  have  been  brought 
under  raltivation.  These  considerations  had 
been  impressed  on  his  mind  since  he  had  first 
been  made  aware  that  such  a  Bill  was  to  be 
brought  into  the  Council ;  but,  knowing  that  BilU 
of  this  kind  must  pass  through  the  customary 
ordeal,  and  beine  quite  unacquainted  with  the 
kind  of  statistics  he  wished  to  obtain  to  influence 
his  mind  on  the  subject,  he  would  be  content  to 
await  the  report  of  the  Committee  before  he 
offered  the  Bill  any  opposition.  If  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  reported  favourably  upon  the 
Billy  he  apprehended  that,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  passed  the  Wanganui  Harbour  Bill  the 
Other  day,  thcgr  could  not  very  well  refuse  their 


assent  to  this  measure.  The  Wanganui  Harbour 
Bill,  honorable  members  would  recollect,  affected 
15,000  persons,  who  occupied  a  lanse  district  that 
was  likely  to  be  made  more  productive  by  the 
existence  of  a  harbour.  There  were  points  on 
which  he  would  like  to  have  information,  because 
this  year  there  was  evidently  not  the  same  dis- 
position to  refuse  endowments  as  there  was  last 
year.  Still,  if  they  came  to  cases  in  which  they 
were  manifestly  tnrowing  away  endowments  — 
manifestly  giving  endowments  to  a  place  not  hav- 
ing a  full  claim — he  would,  just  as  he  did  last 
year,  oppose  them. 

The  lion.  Mr.  NURSE  could  relieve  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  mind  on  one  or  two  points  he 
had  mentioned.  The  honorable  gentleman  had 
spoken  as  any  person  might  do  who  had  not  lived 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  had  taken  a  great 
many  things  for  granted.  For  instance,  he  said 
there  were  three  railways  converging  on  Biverton. 
He  could  assure  the  honorable  gentlemsn  that 
there  were  no  railways  there  at  all.  They  existed 
on  paper,  and  were  very  nearly  paid  for,  but  they 
were  not  there  in  reidity,  nor  were  they  likely 
to  be  there  for  a  considerable  time.  One  of  them 
led  westward  to  Orepuki.  He  believed  that  there 
was  no  intention  to  go  on  with  that  line  at  pre- 
sent, and  there  was  considerable  opposition  to  the 
railway  leading  into  the  interior — to  the  Otautau. 
That  leading  to  Invercargill  was  the  only  one 
being  proceeded  with,  and  that  would  not  relieve 
the  grain  traffic  of  Rivorton.  The  principal  pro- 
duction of  that  part  of  the  country  was  oats,  and 
the  principal  market  was  not  in  the  colony  ;  con- 
sequently the  grain  had  to  be  carried  principally 
in  small  vessels  from  Riverton  to  Melbourne.  A 
few  years  ago  there  was  a  considerable  trade,  but 
this  of  late  had  fallen  off  owing  to  the  Victorian 
tariff.  The  profit  on  oats  left  a  very  small  margin, 
and,  unless  the  port  was  improved,  the  growth  of 
grain  would  be  impeded.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  likely  to  increase  very  much  on  account  of 
the  railways,  from  the  fact  that  the  margin  of 
profit  was  so  small  that  it  could  not  bear  the  car- 
riage. The  district  was  not  likely  to  be  brought 
into  much  more  cultivation,  because  nearly  the 
whole. of  it  was  now  under  cultivation  in  grain 
or  grass.  He  would  like  to  see  alterations  made 
in  the  Bill  in  Committee,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
money  to  be  borrowed  from  being  thrown  away ; 
and,  indeed,  the  Council  ought  to  hare  some  plan 
or  scheme  before  them,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Bluff 
Harbour.  That  the  harbour  was  capable  of  im- 
provement, and  that  it  was  the  outlet  of  a  very 
large  agricultural  district;  were  facts  that  hoiior- 
able  members  could  ascertain  for  themselves  by 
reference  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Carruthers  in  1875. 

The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN  said,  remembering  the 
pronounced  opinions  on  the  same  question  which 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  held  last  year,  when 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  he  was  not 
without  sympathy  for  the  honorable  gentleman 
as  regarded  the  difficulty  in  which  he  now  found 
himself.  He  was  not  unwilling  that  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  should  give  the'  help  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  expected  to  receive  from  it 
in  extricatmg  him  from  the  dilemma  in  which  he 
necessarily  was ;  but  he  would  like  the  Council  to 
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inBtruot  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  deEnitelj 
as  to  what  was  reallj  referred  to  them,  or  what 
they  were  expected  to  do  on  this  occasion  with 
respect  to  this  Bill  and  to  others  of  a  cognate 
character.  As  he  understood  the  meaning  of 
the  Standing  Order,  it  was  that,  whererer  a  Bill 
dealt  with  waste  lands  and  a  description  of  the 
land  was  given  in  the  schedule,  the  function  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  technically,  was  to 
see  tliat  the  description  of  the  land  proposed  to 
be  given  was  correct,  and  that,  in  other  respects, 
the  Bill  in  its  details  was  accurate.  He  did  not 
know  at  all  that  it  was  proposed  to  impose  upon 
tho  Waste  Lands  Committee  the  duty  of  pro- 
nouncing upon  the  policy  of  making  large  en- 
dowments of  the  public  estate  for  such  w(Hrks  as 
were  proposed  to  be  carried  on  by  this  Bill.  That, 
he  thought,  was  the  duty  of  the  Council  itself, 
and  its  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  policy  was 
supposed  to  be  declared  when  it  allowed  a  Bill  to 
be  read  a  second  time.  He  had  no  doubt  that,  if 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  were  instructed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  policy  of  this  and 
other  appropriations  of  the  public  estate  which 
were  proposed  to  be  made,  they  would  not  shrink 
from  the  discharge  of  that  duty  ;  but,  without  a 
positive  and  direct  instruction,  it  would  seem  to 
be  almost  an  impertinence  for  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  its  functions  being  limited  and  de- 
fined in  the  way  he  had  pointed  out,  to  raise  the 
question  of  the  policy  of  making  large  appro- 
priations of  the  pubUc  estate  for-'Buch  works  as 
these.  The  whole  situation,  to  his  mind,  was  be- 
coming very  alarming.  The  Council  was  asked  a 
short  time  ago  to  dispose  of  85,000  acres  for  the 
use  of  the  Bluff  Harbour.  Honorable  members 
were  now  asked  to  dispose  of  15,000  acres  for  the 
use  of  Biverton,  and  would  be  asked  presently 
to  dispose  of  400,000  acres  of  the  public  estate 
for  some  other  purpose.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  or  not  the  Committee  was  to  formulate  an 
(^mion  for  the  Council  on  the  policy  of  such  im- 
mense alienations  of  the  public  estate,  or  whether 
the  Council  had  not  the  courage  of  its  opinions 
upon  that  question,  and  was  afraid  to  express  a 
sentiment  which  was  very  general  in  the  Council 
as  to  the  impropriety,  undec^  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  colony,  of  making  such  a  dis- 
position of  the  pubUc  estate.  He  would  very 
much  rather  have  heard  from  his  honorable  and 
gallant  friend  a  more  pronounced  view  of  the 
purpose  and  wishes  of  the  Chorernment  he  repre- 
sented with  respect  to  these  endowments.  He 
would  greatly  prefer  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man should  have  led  the  Council  to  express  its 
opinion  at  once  and  without  fear  on  the  policy  of 
these  proposals,  rather  than  that  he  should  shelter 
himself,  as  he  proposed  to  do,  behind  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  in  the  hope  that  that  Com- 
mittee, without  instructions,  might  undertake  a 
duty  which  did  not  belong  to  it.  To  the  Council 
it  belonged  to  express  its  sentiments  upon  the 
policy  of  this  measure. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  thought  that 
the  remarks  that  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  deserved  the  attention  of  the  Council.  It 
was  curious  that  honorable  members  should  be  left 
in  this  matter  without  an  expression  of  opinion 
Mon.  Vr,  Pollen 


on  tlie  part  of  the  G-overnment  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  proposals  contained  in  the  pres^it  meaaura 
and  otiiers  which  had  been  before  the  CounoiL 
His  honorable  and  gallant  friend  would  survij 
allow  that  there  was  a  vast  diiference  between  s 
proposal  to  buUd  harbour  works  at  the  Bluff — 
one  of  the  finest  harbours  in  the  colony — upon  a 
plan  which  had  received  the  most  careful  exami- 
nation, and  which  included  the  reclamation  of 
land  that  would  be  of  considerable  value  at  the 
terminus  of  the  railway  system  of  the  southern 
part  of  t  he  Middle  Island,  and  a  proposal  for  the 
nxpenditure  of  money  upon  a  harbour  at  Biv»- 
ton,  which  expenditure  must,  even  if  the  plan 
were  successful,  have  a  prejudicial  effect  upon 
the  revenue  of  the  railway  which  would  connect 
Biverton  with  the  Bluff.  They  were  being  over- 
whelmed with  proposals  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  purely  of  a  speculative  chanu:ter,  without 
any  evidence  of  system  or  of  a  well-oonsidered 
plan.  When  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  brought  forward 
a  proposal  to  endow  the  Wanganui  Harbour  and 
to  make  further  provision  for  the  port  there,  the 
honorable  gentleman  laid  before  the  Council  very 
full  information  as  to  the  necessity  <^  the  endow- 
moot  as  well  as  the  means  for  carrying  on  the 
work.  Thereupon  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  proposed 
to  make  an  additional  endowment  for  the  Fate* 
Harbour,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  reduoing 
the  harbour  dues  and  the  value  of  the  Wanganm 
Harbour.  In  this  country,  in  fact,  no  sooner  was 
it  decided  to  do  some  public  work  in  some  centre 
where  there  was  no  doubt  of  its  value,  than  im- 
medtately  proposals  of  a  similar  sort  spmng  up 
from  another  district  adjoining,  based  on  the  sole 
proposition  that,  if  district  A  got  money  to  be 
spent,  district  B  should  have  some  too.  That 
was  exactly  the  position  of  the  Riverton  Harbour 
in  relation  to  the  Bluff  Harbour.  The  Hon.  the 
Colonial  ScCTetary  now  said  to  the  Council,  "  Let 
us  send  these  Bills  to  the  Waste  Lands  Commit- 
tee, and  when  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  goes 
through  them  I  will  tell  you  what  the  Qt>T«m- 
ment  thinks  of  them."  Would  the  honorable 
gentleman  give  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  the 
benefit  of  Ms  presence  and  advice ;  and  would  he 
promise  that,  when  the  Committee  reported,  he 
would  announce  the  opinion  of  the  ChoTemment, 
so  as  to  guide  the  Council?  He  (Sir  F.  Dilloo 
Bell)  might  be  allowed  to  suggest  that  it  wae  hardly 
fair  to  send  these  Bills  to  a  Committee  eonsistioff 
of  members  who  were  promoting  one  or  other  cl 
these  Bills.  For  instance,  his  honorable  friend 
Mr.  Menzies  promoted  the  "Bluff  and  Birerton 
Harbour  Bills ;  he  himself  was  the  promoter  of 
the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Bill ;  his  honoraUs 
friend  Dr.  Pollen  was  the  promoter  of  the  Patea 
Harbour  BilL 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  had  not  that  honer. 
He  was  merely  acting  as  agent. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  could  not 
understand  an  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
held  the  position  of  Colonial  Secretary  getting  up 
and  saying  that  he  repudiated  the  promotion  of 
a  Bill,  which  he  had  just  asked  the  Council  to 
agree  to,  and  that  he  only  acted  as  "agent.'' 
Then,  again,  another  memb^  of  the  Waste  Landi 
Committee  promoted   the  Wan^ui   Harbour 
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B9L  It  WM  harcQy  fiur  for  the  hooomble  aad 
nUinl  geBtleoMD  to  say  to  the  paromoterg  of  these 
ilUls,  "Ton  are  all  on  the  Warte  Lands  Oom- 
unttMv  and  when  joar  report  cornea  back  I  shall 
mtke  op  mj  mind."  He  hoped  the  honorable 
•entleiiian  would  excuse  him  for  saying  that  the 
Oooiuil  did  not  want  to  know  what  his  opinion 
ss  a  pmate  member  was,  except  for  the  valuable 
smstraee  he  gave  to  the  Council,  and  the  ability 
be  slvsys  brought  to  bear  upon  the  examination 
of  aay  lubjeot.  While  that  honorable  gentleman 
Mt  oa  th(»e  benches,  what  the  Council  wanted  to 
know  was  the  opinion  of  the  Government.  The 
hnportance  of  this  question  was  growing  every 
dsj.  He  would  not  now  go  into  the  bearing 
tbeie  proposals  had  on  our  financial  position, 
but  wcMild  content  himself  with  ssking  one  ques- 
tioB.  They  knew  from  the  Financial  Statement 
fthst  the  land  revenue  within  the  last  few  years 
bsd  been  ehwed  with  aa  much  as  it  could  pos- 
aUy  besr.  l£ey  were  now  asked  to  lay  aside  a 
foy  krge  area  of  Crown  lands  in  reservee,  which 
■ut  veiy  largdy  affect  the  saleable  amount  of 
IsBdySnd  therefore  the  receipt  of  land  revenue. 
ITow,  if  all  these  reserves  were  made,  how  did  the 
honorable  aad  gallant  gentleman  propose  that  the 
land  revenue  should  be  kept  up,  and  the  engage- 
RuntB  ol  the  country  met  ? 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASBB  said  the  Council 
most  not  forget  that  if  it  passed  the  second 
leading  it  accepted  the  principle  of  the  BilL 
He  WBS  not  himself  prepared  to  do  that.  He  was 
pezfectly  satisfied  that  this  endowment  was  not 
reqaired.  The  honorable  ffentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  talked  of  %  sea-wall  to  increase  the  scour 
ibmI  deepen  the  bar.  Now,  there  was  an  honor* 
able  gentleman  in  the  Council  who  had  lived 
twenty  yeara  in  the  district,  and  who  assured  him 
thst  the  bar  had  never  been  deeper  or  shallower 
thsn  at  present,  which  was  a  certain  proof  that 
tfasre  was  a  reef  across  it.  So  it  would  be  useless 
to  sttempi  to  deepen  it ;  and  the  money  spent 
opoo  a  sea-wall,  which  was  proposed  to  be  built 
at  vny  great  expense,  would  be  actually  thrown 
•mt^.  All  that  was  required  at  Biverton  was  a 
■mill  jetty  which  would  allow  two  or  three  small 
cnit  to  lie  alongside,  and  which  could  be  put  up 
&r  £1,000.  Therefore  he  could  not  accept  the 
'  ~  >  of  the  Bill,  and  would  vote  against  the 


■eooMi  reading.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DUlon  Bell 
bed  shown  the  rather  curious  position  in  which 
the  Ooundl  were  placed  in  referring  Harbour 
Bilis  to  a  Committee  of  Harbour  Bill  promoters. 
He  thought  the  good  sense  of  the  Council  was 
<pnte  sufficient  to  settle  the  matter  now,  and  he 
wonid  move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
thst  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  listened  with  some 
little  disappointment  to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  BelL  He  thought,  from  the  tenor 
o£  those  remarks,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
^'^'^T  Agreed  with  his  own  view,  and  would 
bate  ttten  the  course  taken  by  the  Hon.  Captain 
Vrsser.  What  oonld  be  the  use  of  the  honorable 
geaUsBan  declaiming  aoainst  making  those  large 
eadowmients,  if  he  and  other  members  of  the 
Coaacil  did  not  take  some  action  in  the  matter  ? 
H«  was  sufpiiacd  to  hear  the  honorable  gentle- 


man plaot  the  whole  burden  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  What  that  hen<Hrabla 
ffentleman  had  to  do  with  it  any  more  than  the 
kte  Colonial  Secretary  (the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen)  had 
to  do  with  it,  he  could  not  see.  The  honorable 
gentleman  seemed  to  forget  that  these  Bills  were 
not  a  crop  of  this  year.  They  were  a  crop  of 
last  year,  and  were  merely  resuscitated.  They 
simply  formed  a  part  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
Harbour  Bills  which  came  down  last  year,  and 
which  were  not  received  in  the  favourable  manner 
they  now  were.  He  would  not  like  to  say  any- 
thing offensive  to  the  Council,  but  he  supposed  he 
might  say  this :  that  he,  at  any  rate,  was  acting 
consistently.  It  was  with  very  great  reluctance 
that  he  rose  to  speak ;  but  he  felt  oonstrained 
to  do  so,  because  he  could  not  act  inconsistently, 
however  much  other  honorable  gentlemen  might 
feel  they  could  with  proprie^  <fo  sa  He  could 
consistently  point  to  what  he  said  last  year  when 
the  Bluff  Harbour  Bill  was  under  conaideration. 
He  then  declared  his  intention  to  oppose  all 
borrowing  powers — ^whieh  then  pervaded  all  the 
Bills — and  also  all  endowments.  He  had  con« 
sistently  acted  upon  that  principle,  and  he  would 
continue  to  act  upon  the  same  principle.  Some 
honorable  gentlemen,  who  had  started  last  seerion 
with  the  same  view  as  he  did,  at  another  stage  in 
the  consideration  of  those  Bills  withdrew  their 
objections  to  endowments,  but  still  miuntained 
their  objections  to  borrowing  clauses.  Now,  he 
still  maintained  the  same  objection  to  both,  be* 
cause  the  endowments  so  pro]^osed  to  be  made 
were  nothing  more  than  granting  money  in  lieu 
of  borrowing  powers.  Unless  they  heard  from 
the  late  Government,  who  first  brought  in  those 
Bills,  or  from  the  present  Government,  who  now 
pem^tted  them  to  be  brought  in,  some  dear 
definition  and  some  uniform  plan  upon  whtdi 
those  endowments  were  to  be  made,  ne  did  noi 
think  they  ought  to  be  granted.  If  the  Gk>vem« 
ment  stated  some  definite  plan,  they  might  be 
presumed  to  be  following  some  principle,  out,  if 
the  present  mode  were  continued,  he  would  say 
that  it  was  absolutely  dishonest.  The  only  actofu 
asset  for  the  money  thev  had  borrowed  was  the 
Land  Fund  and  the  lands  of  the  colony.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  say  that  they  had  borrowed  upon 
the  Customs,  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  all  tnat 
sort  of  thing.  Those  were  uncertainties ;  but  the 
actual  asset  was  the  land  of  the  colony.  It  was 
never  contemplated,  at  the  time  the  money  was 
borrowed,  that  those  large  endowments  would 
be  made,  and  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  ex« 
tend,  as  tbey  did  last  year,  and  were  doing  now, 
borrowing  powers  to  corporate  bodies.  Harbour 
Boards,  and  other  bodies  of  that  kind.  He  did 
not  think  it  a  duty  to  repeat  oneself  from  Be»sion 
to  session.  He  took  his  stand  when  Sir  Julius 
Yokel's  policy  was  first  introduced,  and  he  was 
pei^ectly  satisfied  with  the  oourse  he  took,  and  he 
believed  he  would  be  one  of  those  who,  in  the 
end,  would  be  found  to  be  ri^ht.  He  believed 
the  colony  was  now  plunged  into  difficultiee— 
to  whidi  attention  would  shortly  be  drawn  by 
honorable  members  of  the  Council  —  owing  to 
the  course  taken*  on  that  occasion.  He  had  also 
opposed  provincial  borrowing  when  it  was  pro* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


128 


jEtivwion 


[COtTNClL.]         Sat^btmr  Bm.  [Not.  13 


po8ed  two  or  three  jears  ago,  and  he  had  taken 
the  same  course  in  more  recent  times.  He  would 
TOte  for  the  amendment,  and  he  saw  no  reason, 
and  heliered  he  would  tee  no  reason  hereafter, 
when  honorable  gentleman  had  expressed  them- 
selves on  the  financial  condition  of  the  colony,  to 
change  the  course  he  liad  taken,  and  he  would 
continue  to  give  the  same  opposition  as  he  had 
done  hitherto  in  the  direction  of  which  he  had 
spoken. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  the  Council 
would  allow  him  to  saj  a  word  in  explanation  to 
his  honorable  and  gallant  friend  Colonel  Kennj. 
He  did  not  think  the  honorable  gentleman  desired 
to  do  him,  or  the  Government  of  which  he  was  a 
member  last  jear,  an  injustice ;  and  he  would 
call  to  the  honorable  member's  recollection  that, 
of  all  the  Bills  of  the  kind  of  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  complained  that  were  introduced  last 
year,  none  of  them  were  promoted  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  such.  The  only  jBill  he  had  any  personal 
concern  with  was  a  little  Bill  to  promote  the 
improvement  of  the  Waimakariri  Harbour,  and 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  it  received  at  the  hands 
of  the  Council  worse  treatment  than  any  of  the 
other  Bills  similar  in  character  that  were  intro- 
duced. He  thought  it  right  to  call  this  fact  to 
the  recollection  of  his  honorable  friend,  and  to 
add  that,  in  re^rd  to  that  particular  Bill,  he  was 
only  represenlmg  a  colleague  who  had  a  deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  district  in  question. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  rise  seriously,  and  not 
to  make  a  joke.  He,  at  any  rate,  said  in  all 
earnestness  that  he  did  not  intend  to  cast  any 
reflection  upon  the  late  Ministry,  or  upon  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.  He  simply  meant  to  imply 
that  it  was  rather  inconsistent  that  the  honor- 
able eenUeman  who  was  then  Colonial  Secretary 
should  expect  the  honorable  gentleman  at  present 
holding  that  office  to  justify  the  course  that  had 
now  been  taken,  when  it  was  his  own  duty  equally 
to  justify  the  course  that  was  taken  by  the  late 
Government  last  year. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  only  desirous  of 
expressing  the  greatest  possible  sympathy  with 
his  honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.  — "A  fellow:feeling 
makes  us  wondrous  kind."  His  honorable  friend 
Dr.  Pollen  sympathised  with  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore,  because  he  did  last  session  what  that 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  was  going  to  do 
this  session.  He  could  bear  his  honorable  friend 
Dr.  Pollen  out  in  the  assertion  that  he  fathered 
last  session  one  of  the  Harbour  Bills,  which  ap- 
peared to  the  Council,  upon  inquiiy  into  the 
matter,  to  be  a  very  questionable  Bill.  He  quite 
agreed  with  those  honorable  members  who  said 
that  upon  the  second  reading  the  Council  should 
say  "  Aye  "  or  "  No  "  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill- 
What  was  that  principle?  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  principle  was  this :  Should  they  authorize  the 
appropriation  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  public 
estate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Biverton,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  other  land  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Biverton  more  easily  accessible,  and  of 
thereby  encoura^^  its  beueficial  occupation? 
That  was  the  prmciple;  and  had  his  honorable 
Son.  Colonel  Kenn^ 


friend  the  introducer  of  the  Bill  shown,  not  an 
absolutely  conclusive  case,  but  had  he  shown  a 
primd  facie  case  why  they  should  go  into  Com* 
mittee  to  consider  this  Bill  ?  He  waa  bound  to 
say  that  he  should  have  liked  to  have  beard  mote 
full  and  definite  information  on  the  subject  than 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  had  given  them — that  kind 
of  information  which  had  been  supplied  in  the 
case  of  the  Blufi*  Harbour.  In  that  ooae  then 
was  an  amount  of  authentic  information  placed 
before  them  which  was  satisfactory,  and  it  would 
have  been  better  if  equally  detailed  and  autbentae 
information  had  been  supplied  to  them  in  regard 
to  this  Bill.  On  the  whole,  however,  he  waa  not 
prepared  to  say  that  his  honorable  friend  had  not 
made  out  a  primd  fticie  case  for  the  Bill  being 
further  considered.  While  he  thought  the  Watte 
Lands  Committee  should  not  have  impoeed  upon 
it  the  task  of  deciding  the  general  principle  of 
whether  they  should  apply  the  waste  lands  to 
the  improvement  of  harbours  which  furnished  an 
outlet  for  those  waste  lands,  as  he  considered  the 
Bill  when  it  went  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
had  their  indorsement  upon  it  to  that  effect,  yet 
he  held  the  Committee  was  bound  to  go  into  the 
question  of  whether  it  was  likely  that  the  im- 
provements which  would  be  efi*ected  by  means  of 
the  Bill  would  have  the  object  which  his  honor- 
able friend  said  they  would  have.  That  was  not 
a  question  which,  with  all  due  respect  to  tiie 
Council,  he  submitted,  they  oould  fairiy  so  into 
i»  the  whole  Council:  and  therefore,  u  they 
thought  that  there  was  a  primd  facie  case  madM 
out  with  regard  to  a  harbour  which  waa  the  ontlei 
for  an  important  part  of  the  country ;  if  gentle- 
men from  that  part  of  the  country  testified  that 
it  was  a  rich  producing  district,  and  that  the  pro- 
duce raised  there  womd  not  bear  heavy  carnage 
expenses,  as  they  knew  oats  could  not,  and  thm 
were  consequently  difficulties  in  ita  finding  iti 
way  to  the  market — ^if  all  these  things  luvppaaed, 
he  thought  there  was  a  primd  facie  caae  tar  a  de- 
tailed consideration  of  the  matter  in  Committee. 
On  that  ground,  therefore,  he  would  be  prqiaaned 
to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  BilL  ^sfoie 
sitting  down  he  would  say  one  or  two  words 
in  rererence  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Kenny,  and  also,  in  some  degree,  firam 
the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  BelL  His  homnvhle  and 
gallant  friend  said  he  was  perfectly  oonsistent  in 
Uie  action  he  had  taken,  and  he  (Mr.  Hall)  oould 
bear  testimony  to  that.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man had  opposed  these  Harbour  Bills  through- 
out. But  where  he  thought  the  honorahle  mem- 
ber was  not  accurate  was  in  saying  that  sranfctng 
these  endowments  was  tantamount  to  authorizing 
borrowing.  It  was  just  the  opposite — it  waa 
rather  in  the  place  of  borrowing.  They  author- 
ized the  appropriation  of  a  certain  portion  of 
the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  for  the  improve- 
ment of  means  of  oonmiunication,  instead  of 
compelling  those  persons  who  were  locally  inter- 
ested to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose — inatfad 
of  compelling  them  to  burden  themsdvee  wilh 
debt.  It  was  not  tantamount  to  borrowing,  bat 
in  lieu  of  it.  It  waa  a  different  mode  of  exeeotisg 
the  work,  and,  he  ventured  to  think,  a  very  mudi 
better  mode.    He  veiy  much  regretted  that  tkii 
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prineiple  of  carrjing  out  publio  works  had  not 
been  earned  Tory  muoh  nirtber — had  not  been 
initiated  long  ago.  If  that  had  been  done,  thej 
would  not  bare  found  themselyes  at  the  present 
time  staggering  under  a  rery  heary  load  of  debt 
on  aoeount  of  the  public  works  which  had  been 
undertaken.  His  honorable  friend  would,  he  was 
sure,  admit  that  he  (Mr.  Hall)  was  equsJlj  con- 
sistent in  adTocating  the  principle  of  the  appro- 
priation of  public  lands  to  these  large  public 
works.  He  believed  sincerdj  that  for  anj  new 
country  that  was  the  rerj  best  policy  which 
eoold  be  adopted.  Of  course  it  required  to  be 
carried  out  with  care  and  with  prudence,  but,  if 
that  were  done,  he  beliered  there  was  no  policy 
more  likely  to  conduce  to  the  prosperity  of  a  new 
country  than  that  of  taking  care  that  its  waste 
lands,  as  they  were  parted  with,  were  made  use 
of  lor  encouraging  tne  beneficial  occupation  of 
the  land.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny  said  that  the 
waste  lands  were  the  only  asset  they  had,  and 
therefore  it  was  a  duty  they  owed  to  the  creditor 
not  to  part  with  them  in  this  way.  But  what 
wete  they  doin^?  Were  they  preserTing  this 
asset  ?  What  did  the  public  accounts  tell  them  ? 
They  were  selling  it  as  fast  as  they  could ;  and 
was  it  any  greater  injustice  to  the  public  cre- 
ditor to  apply  a  portion  of  the  waste  lands  of 
the  Crown  to  improving  the  remainder,  than  to 
sell  the  publio  estate  outright  to  private  indiri- 
duals,  and  have  no  further  claim  upon  it?  Was 
there  any  wron^  done  to  the  pubuo  creditor  in 
the  one  case  which  was  not  done  in  the  other  ?  If 
he  were  a  public  creditor  of  the  colony  he  would 
very  much  rather  see  half  of  its  public  lands 
applied  to  improving  communication  all  over  the 
oolony,  and  therefore  to  improring  what  was  left 
of  the  public  lands,  than  see  them  sold  outright 
to  private  individuals,  without  any  guarantee  that 
thoae  improved  means  of  communication  would  be 
efliMted.  He  hoped  his  honorable  ^end  would 
consider  that  view  of  the  case.  His  honor- 
able friend  Dr.  PoUen  had  said  that  the  Council 
should  not  be  afraid  to  express  its  opinion  on 
this  question.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  and  therefore  ventured  to  lay 
down  pretty  broadly  what  he  beliered  to  be  the 
right  policy  in  these  cases.  He  had  very  great 
sympathy  with  any  proposal  of  this  kind ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  it  was  quite  right  that  they 
should  guard  against  proposals  such  as  those 
deeeribed  by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  getting  grants  of  land. 
But,  if  they  were  fsirly  on  their  guard  against 
pit^osale  of  that  kind,  and  only  assented  to  such 
■•  oonld  be  shown  to  be  usend  and  necessary 
to  devdop  the  resources  of  the  country,  they 
eould  not  go  too  for  in  so  applying  the  waste 

lands  of  this  oolony. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORS  said  his  honor- 
able friend  Dr.  Pollen  just  now  bespattered  him 
with  that  kind  of  sympathy  which,  ne  confessed, 
did  not  make  him  feel  "  wondrous  kind."  The 
hoDorable  gentleman  said  what  was  particularly 
antipathetic  to  him — that  he  was  endeaTouring 
to  shelter  himself  under  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee. If  he  did  endeayour  to  shelter  him- 
self imder  the  Waete  Lands  Committee,  what 
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opinion   did  the   honorable  gentleman  form  of 
his  own  action  last  year,  when  nineteen  of  these 
Bills  were  sent  to  that  tribunal  ?    He  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  did  not  like  to  be  supposed  to  shelter 
himself  under  any  tribunal  whatever.    Wherever 
it  was  his  duty  to  undertake  responsibility,  come 
what  might,  he  would  lojally  accept  it.    But  he 
did  not  consider  it  was  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  express  a  Ministerial  opinion  upon  every 
Bill  promoted  by  a  private  member  which  was 
brought  into  the  Council.    The  course  he  had 
taken  in  speaking  upon  this  Bill  was  rather  in 
his  private  than  in  bis  Ministerial  character,  be- 
cause there  vras  no  Ministerial  function  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  the  Bill.    He  rose  in  his 
place,   and   save   honorable    gentlemen  all   the 
information  he  had  been  able  to  get  with  such 
facilities  as  he  had  at  his  command;  and,  not- 
withstanding   the    partial   contradiction  of    his 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Nurse,  he  believed  that 
information  to  have  been  entirely  accurate,  and 
such  as  to  enable  honorable  gentlemen  to  form  an 
intelligent  opinion  on  the  subject.    But  he  said 
before  and  said  still  that,  unless  they  rejected 
this  Bill  upon  the  principle  that  they  would 
not  tolerate  endowments  in  land  and  borrowing 
powers  in  connection   with  the   waste  lands,  it 
was  their  dutv  to  send   it  and  similar  Bills  to 
some   tribunal  where   the    plans  could  be  in- 
spected   and    evidence    taken,    and    where    an 
opinion  could  be  formed  and  reported  to  the 
Council  as  to  whether  the  project  was  feasible  or 
not ;  whether  it  was  one  tiiat  would  seem  to  be 
desirable  and  for  the  good  of  the  countiy,  or 
whether  the  proposal  appeared  to  be  a  frivolous 
one,  based  upon  no  fair  grounds  whatever.    That 
was  the  position  he  took  up  both  on  the  present 
occasion  and  last  year.    The  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny 
said  very  truly  that  he  had  always  taken  a  con- 
sistent stonewall  course  with  regard  to  these  mat- 
ters.   He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  refused  to  do  that 
last  year  on  the  second  reading  of  the  first  Har- 
bour Board  Bills.    He  said  that  there  was  one 
general  objection  which,  in  his  opinion,  pervaded 
all|theee  Bills,  and  that  was  that  this  was  a  mat- 
ter in  which  the  Government  should  introduce  a 
ffeneral  Harboiu*  Board  Bill,  and  place  a  proposal 
before  the  House  to  guide  honorable  members — 
that  they  should  tell  the  Council  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  GK)vemment,  were  national  har- 
bours and  which  were  not.    As  that  proposal  was 
not  made,  he  thought  they  could,  in  almost  every 
case,  resist  the  Bills  that  were  brought  before 
them,  unless  in  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  it 
was  shown  that  the  public  interests  would  suffer 
if  some  steps  were  not  taken.    It  was  stated,  for 
instance,  in  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  with 
regard  to  the  Oamam  Bill,  that,  unless  some- 
thing were  done  immediately,  the  large  sums  of 
money  which  had  been  expended  upon  that  har- 
bour would  be  lost — that  the  works  would  be 
destroyed  by  the  action  of  the  sea.     He  thought 
that  was  a  good  ground  for  making  an  exception, 
and  accordmgly  he  made  that  exception  to  the 
others  last  year.    Somethingof  the  same  kind 
was  proved  m  regard  to  the  Wanganui  Harbour, 
but  the  Council  refused  to  allow  anything  mcure 
than  a  very  limited  foreshore  endowment.    In 
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that  case  a  definite  and  reasonable  project  was 
put  forward,  and  the  Council  was  shown  how  the 
public  interests  woald  suffer  if  something  were 
not  done  at  once,  and  it  limited  its  action  to  the 
rerj  lowest  requirement.  This  year  the  Council 
had  affirmed  the  principle  of  the  Wanganui  Bill. 
They  had  acted,  in  his  opinion,  in  a  totally  dif- 
ferent spirit  from  that  in  which  they  had  acted 
last  year.  It  was  not  for  the  Goremment  to  con- 
trol this  branch  of  the  Legislature.  It  was  re- 
presented here  by  only  one  Minister,  and  it  was 
impossible  that  the  Ghoyemment  could,  in  mea- 
sures of  this  kind,  attempt  to  use  in  the  Council 
the  force  and  the  influence  that  it  could  use  in 
another  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Therefore  it 
followed  that,  when  the  Council  had  once  taken 
into  its  own  hands  a  measure  inTolring  a  principle 
of  this  kind,  he  must  take  as  his  guide  in  judging 
the  temper  of  the  Council  what  its  action  was  on 
that  occasion.  He  told  honorable  gentlemen  how, 
in  his  opinion,  this  Biyerton  Harbour  Board  Bill 
stood,  and  he  gaye  a  yery  fair  indication  as  to 
how  he  would,  as  an  indiyidual  member  of  the 
Council,  haye  yoted.  He  would  haye  allowed 
the  Bill  to  ^o  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
to  examine  its  proposals,  as  was  done  with  the 
measures  last  year ;  and  if  a  good  case  could  not 
be  shown  he  would  yoto  against  the  Bill.  There- 
fore the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  notwithstanding  his 
sympathy,  was  a  little  unfair  upon  him.  The 
honorable  gentleman  felt  no  obligation  upon  him- 
self last  year  to  defend  each  one  of  the  Harbour 
Bills,  or  to  make  a  Goyemment  statement  upon 
each  ;  but  what  he  did  feel  that  he  was  entitled 
to  do  was  to  introduce  the  most  ludicrous  Bill 
and  the  most  preposterous  proposal  of  all  those 
made  to  the  Council.  In  doine  that,  the  only 
indication  he  gaye  to  the  Councu  of  the  mind  of 
the  GK>yemment  with  regard  to  the  Harbour  Bills 
was  his  attempt  to  throw  a  sort  of  ridicule  oyer 
the  whole.  With  the  exception  of  the  Castle- 
point  Harbour  Bill,  which,  they  were  giyen  to 
understand,  was  introduced  for  no  other  purpose 
than  ridieude,  there  was  no  Bill  brought  before 
them  that  hsid  so  little  to  commend  it  as  the  Bill 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  introduced ;  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  content  on  that  occasion  to 
allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, without  imagining  or  allowing  it  to  be 
thought  that  he  was  sheltering  himself  in  any 
way.  It  was  yery  true  that  the  Vogel  policy  had 
brought  about  these  questions,  but  not  because 
the  principle  of  endowments  of  land  was  any 
part  of  that  policy.  It  was  struck  out  yery 
early  in  the  Togelian  era. 

The  Hon.  S&  F.  DILLON  BELL.— It  was 
his. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  it  was 
Mr.  Vogers  originally,  but  it  was  neyer  carried 
out.  It  was  struck  out  exceedingly  early  in  the 
Togelian  era.  These  measures  were  brought  about 
by  a  demoralization  of  the  public  mind.  There 
was  a  desire,  a  craying,  for  spending  money  upon 
any  kind  of  enterprise,  without  the  slightest  re- 
flection as  to  whether  it  was  to  be  remuneratiye 
and  good  for  the  State  or  not.  That  was  what 
the  Vogelian  policy  had  done  for  the  country. 
It  had  flushed  them  with  too  much  boirowed 
Son.  Colonel  WhUmore 


money,  and  they  had  hardly  yet  begun  to  under- 
stand what  a  heayy  burden  they  would  feel  it 
when  they  had  to  nay  the  price.  That  payment 
was  not  yery  far  on.  His  honorable  friend  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell  had  yery  often  thb  session  aUoded 
to  it,  and  had  hinted  at  it  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. The  fact  was,  their  financial  position  was 
not  a  satisfactory  one.  He  did  not  intend  to 
shelter  himself — he  said  it  in  his  capacity  as  re- 
presenting the  Gk>yemment — ^when  he  said  that 
their  financial  position  was  most  unsatisfaetofy, 
and  would  demand,  at  no  distant  period,  lane 
sacrifices  from  the  people  of  this  country  memy 
to  pay  the  interest  on  what  they  owed.  He  did 
not  think  that  he  did  anything  unreasonable  io 
agreeing,  as  a  priyate  member,  that  this  BiU 
should  DC  read  a  second  time,  for  in  doing  so  hs 
was  following  strictly  the  precedent  of  last  year. 
They  would  affirm  the  principle  only,  subject  to 
what  the  Committee  found  out  for  them,  and 
what  they  could  ascertain  in  Committee  of  the 
Council,  to  be  satisfactory.  If  it  were  not  satii- 
factory,  they  would  go  no  further  with  this  or 
any  other  similar  Bill.  The  Gtiyemment  had  no 
desire  that  any  proposal  which  was  unsound  or 
unsafe  in  itself  should  bo  pressed  through  the 
Council ;  and,  in  suggesting  that  this  Bill  should 
go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  he  did  not 
desire  to  impose  upon  that  Committee,  oyer  whioh 
he  belieyed  his  honorable  friend  Dr.  PoUen  now 
presided,  any  unusual  or  un^ur  task.  He  did 
not  think  that  any  additional  instruction  would 
require  to  be  giyen  to  the  Committee  beyond 
what  was  customary.  He  hoped  honorable  gentle- 
men would  not  think  he  had  taken  up  too  much 
of  their  time  in  the  remarks  he  had  made.  The 
fact  was,  he  rather  felt  the  animadyeraion  tiiat 
had  been  cast  upon  him  by  two  or  three  speakers, 
notably  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  and  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell,  because,  in  a  Chamber  in  which  thers 
was  but  one  representatiye  of  the  GhoyemmeDft} 
and  where  so  many  Bills  had  to  be  introduced  by 
him,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  impossible  to  take 
a  Ministerial  yiew  and  make  a  statement  upon 
eyery  single  Bill  that  oame  into  the  Counofl. 
He  took  up  a  great  many  Bills  to  preyent  tbeir 
being  allowed  to  lapse,  and  informed  himself 
upon  them  as  well  as  he  could,  for  whioh  he 
could  only  be  responsible  in  his  priyate  capa- 
city. He  would  always  inform  the  Council  when 
the  Bill  was  a  Ministerial  one,  but  there  were 
a  great  many  Bills  with  regard  to  whioh  he 
felt  perfectly  free,  and  as  to  whioh  the  Gk)yera- 
ment  were  not  at  all  bound  to  make  a  Minis- 
terial statement.  Last  year  he  took  so  distiDct 
a  part  in  connection  with  Harbour  Bills  that  he 
felt  bound  to  act  consistently  this  year,  and  it 
was  on  that  aooount  that,  as  a  priyate  member 
and  not  as  a  Minister,  he  had  pursued  the  ooune 
he  had  taken  in  regard  to  this  KiTerton  BilL  He 
hoped  he  would  not  be  accused  of  eyading  any 
part  of  the  responsibility  that  ought  to  faU  upon 
a  Minister  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  otner 
hand,  that  he  would  not  be  debarred  from  ex- 
pressing his  opinion  as  a  priyate  member  of  the 
Council  in  regard  to  any  Bill  of  this  nature.  Bis 
honorable  friend  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  cast  a  dis- 
tinct reflection  upon  him  when  he  said  that  he 
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hid  no  VonoeM  to  speak  in  his  indiTidual  capacity 
in  this  matter.  He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  desired 
to  tMert  for  himself  a  right  to  speak  on  sooh 
maltert  in  his  priyate  capacity,  and  not  to  be 
ilwajs  sapposea  to  be  enunciating  a  Ministerial 
itatement  in  ererj  word  he  said. 

Tbt  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  said  there  was  one  sub- 
jeet  which  had  been  brought  up  in  this  debate 
to  which  he  thought  it  -worn  whue  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  C<mnciL    It  appeared  to  him,  from 
iH  that  had  been  said,  that  the  action  taken  hj 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  upon  this  class  of 
Sills  WIS  one  which  did  not  stnctlj  belong  to  it. 
Although  Taluable  serrice  had  been  rendered  to 
the  Council  bj  that  Committee,  and  although 
there  bad  been  no   other  proTision  made  tor 
meeting  the  neoessitj  which  had  been  met  hj 
the  Waste  lands  Committee  taking  i^)on  itself  a 
?ei7  onerous  datj,  still,  properly  speaking,  Bills 
of  this  eliss  should  be  referred  to  a  Sessional 
Committee  apjiointed  expresslj  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session — a  joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses,  to  whom  these  local  Bills  should  be 
referred.    Thej  should  be  introduced  under  oer- 
tiin  regnlations,  as  was  the  case  with  all  Bills  of 
this  kmd  introduced  into  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment   A  Bill  of  this  description  would  neyer 
be  brought  into  the  Imperial  Parliament  with- 
out some  notice  haTin|(  been  preyiouslj  given 
to  the  public,    and   without  certain  necessary 
sod  praiminazj  proceedings  it  would  not  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  House.    Now, 
he  thought  that  there    should    be  a  Sessional 
Ccnnmittoe  to  wbom  Bills  like  these  should  be 
referred,  and  to  whom  parties  promoting  these 
Bills  should  be   bound  to  furnish  plans,  esti- 
B»tes,  and  grounds  for  their  proceeding,  with 
retaons  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  pass  the 
BiUf.    What  did  the  Council  know  about  these 
matters  beyond  the  general  statement  made  by 
the  member  who  mored  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  ?    There  was  another  point  which  had  been 
mooted  in   this   debate,   and   as   to   which  he 
thoodlit  the  riew  taken  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
was  hardly  correct.     The  question  of  how  to  find 
outlets  for  the  produce  of  this  country,  of  how  it 
should  reach  the  ocean,  of  how  the  oonmierce  of 
the  eountry  should  be  carried  on,  was  one  which 
the  Goremment  should  specially  take  into  its 
eoDstderation ;  and  a  thorough  and  judicious  dis- 
crimination should  be  exercised  by  the  Gorem- 
nent  orer  these  Tery  Bills  themselTes;  and  the 
Ooremment,  bj  its  representatiye  in  the  Coun- 
cil or  ebewhere,  should  be  ready  to  say  that  it 
is  either  prraared  or  not  prepared  to  support  a 
Bill  of  this  kmd.     The  Goyemment  shomd  take 
vpcm  itself  that  rMponsibility,  because  these  were 
matters  which   afroeted    the   oommeroe  of  the 
country.    There  should  be  one  general  system 
itesdily  studied  out  by  the  Goyemment,  so  as  to 
diseriminato  with  jud[gment  the  merits  of  each. 
He  did  not  think  that  this  case  was  one  on  which 
•oiBcient  had  been  stated  on  the  second  reading 
to  induce  him  to  support  the  measure,  and  he 
would  therefore  yote  for  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBBRLIN  was  sorry  he 
oould  not  support  the  Bill,  principally  for  the 
that   hi  did  not  see  any  necessity  for 


a  harbour  in  such  close  proximity  to  that  for 
which  they  had  just  passed  the  second  reading 
of  a  BilL  He  looked  at  the  map  of  Southland, 
and  noticed  that  —  he  would  not  say  within 
cannon-shot,  but  —  within  a  yery  short  distance 
of  Biyerton  was  the  Bluff  Harbour.  He  was  at 
Inyercargill  two  years  ago,  and  he  was  then 
informed  that  the  Biyerton  Harbour  was  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  firom  InyercargilL  If 
such  were  the  case — if  Biyerton  were  eyen  within 
fifty  miles  of  the  Bluff  —  he  scarcely  saw  the 
necessity  for  harbours  dotted  along  the  coast 
BO  yery  near  each  other.  He  totally  objected  to 
the  principle  of  endowing  harbours  all  oyer  the 
country  by  the  appropriation  of  land,  except  in 
special  cases.  In  the  case  of  the  Bluff  Harbour 
it  might  be  a  national  benefit,  but  in  the  case  of 
a  small  harbour  like  the  Biyerton  one  he  did  not 
see  the  justice  or  necessity  of  it.  If  it  was  neces« 
sary  to  do  anything  to  the  harbour,  let  the  people 
put  their  hands  in  their  own  pockets  in  the  same 
way  as  the  people  of  Auckland  had  done  for 
their  harbour.  As  far  as  he  could  learn,  some- 
thing like  a  small  wharf  or  pier  was  all  that 
was  required.  If  such  were  the  case,  surely  it 
would  not  be  a  yery  large  burden  on  the  rate- 
payers of  the  district  to  tax  themselyes  for  that 
purpose.  If  he  understood  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  aright,  he  argued  that,  because  the 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill  had  passed,  it  was  only 
right  that  the  Biyerton  Harbour  Bill  should  he 
assented  to.  He  did  not  think  that  they  were 
parallel  cases,  because  they  knew  that  on  the 
West  Coast  of  the  North  Island,  from  Welling- 
ton up  to  that  celebrated  harbour  called  Baglan, 
there  was  not  a  harbour  of  refuge.  He  therefore 
thought  the  Wanganui  HarlK>ur  was  a  work 
of  necessity ;  otherwise  he  totally  disagreed  with 
the  land  being  deyoted  to  such  a  purpose.  The 
District  of  Ai^^uiganui  was  a  young  district,  and, 
unless  aided  by  the  Goyemment  in  some  way  or 
other,  they  coidd  not  possibly  make  the  harbour 
themselyes.  He  would  yote  for  the  amendment. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  that  this  Bill 
had  led  to  an  interesting  debate,  and  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that  something  good  would  come  out  of  it. 
Howeyer,  it  would  be  yery  unfortunate  if  Biyer- 
ton lost  the  Bill  through  it.  He  would  yote  for  the 
second  reading,  because  he  thought  that  as  good 
a  case  had  been  made  out  for  it  as  for  others. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  and  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
although  he  thought  it  was  scarcely  fair  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  representing  the  €K>yern- 
ment  to  ask  him  to  state  the  yiews  of  the  Go- 
yemment. He  looked  upon  those  endowments  as 
an  eyil  which  had  been  growing  up  for  years 
past.  It  arose  through  the  Goyemment  not  tak- 
ing up  the  question  as  they  should  haye  done, 
and  leaying  it  to  priyate  members.  It  was  yery 
wrong  that  priyate  members  should  be  allowed  to 
introduce  Bills  dealing  with  the  public  estate, 
and  he  was  sure  that  such  a  practice  did  not 
preyail  in  other  colonies.  That  was  one  mistake. 
The  next  was  with  respect  to  the  works  them- 
selyes. He  thought  the  Council  were  often  asked 
'  to  deal  with  those  matters  without  haying  any 
'  information  whatoyer  before  them  as  to  whether 
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the  works  proposed  were  likely  to  be  of  any  bene- 
fit, or  likely  to  be  equal  to  bo  much  money  thrown 
into  the  eea.  No  doubt  a  great  deal  could  be 
■aid  in  favour  of  land  endowments  for  such 
works ;  but  honorable  members  woidd  agree  that 
during  the  last  two  years  they  had  become  Tery 
lafish  in  those  endowments :  in  fact,  outsiders 
might  be  impressed  with  the  belief  that  they 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  their  public  estate  as  soon 
as  possible.  There  was  one  thing  which,  in  his 
opinion,  was  lost  sight  of.  If  they  looked  into 
the  accounts  of  those  provinces  in  which  reserves 
were  made,  they  would  find  that  the  land  revenue 
year  after  year  did  not  actually  pay  the  charges 
upon  it.  In  fact,  year  after  year  they  were 
covering  the  deficiency  in  the  Land  Fund  of 
those  particular  provinces  with  Treasury  bills; 
and  yet  they  were  making  away  with  the  land 
as  fast  as  they  could.  That  was  a  very  strange 
way  of  dealine  with  the  public  estate.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  spoke  very  much  in  favour  of  making 
land  endowments,  and  he  understood  him  to  say 
at  the  same  time  that  the  endowments  were 
made  in  lieu  of  borrowing.  He  was  very  much 
surprised  to  hear  that  remark,  because  it  ap- 
peaired  to  him  that  it  was  very  rarely  they  had 
given  endowments  without  also  giving  borrowing 
powers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  might  be  allowed  to 
explain.  He  intended  to  say  that  the  alternative 
was  either  for  the  colony  to  borrow  money  to 
make  harbours,  or  to  grant  land  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  the  one  case  they  would  augment  the 
colonial  debt,  while  in  the  other  they  would  only 
diminish  the  colonial  estate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  did  not  altogether 
see  the  difference,  and,  if  they  flattered  tbemselTcs 
that  in  giving  those  bodies  power  to  borrow  they 
were  not  adding  to  the  debt  of  the  colonv,  they 
were  making  a  mistake  which  they  would  soon 
find  out.  He  thought  it  would  be  far  better  for 
the  Government  to  borrow  money  for  this  pur- 
pose, if  necessary.  As  he  said  before,  the  Govern- 
ment had  neglected  the  interests  of  the  harbours  of 
the  colony.  He  had  always  held  that  the  harbour 
works  should  not  be  left  to  Boards.  Besides,  if 
large  borrowing  powers  were  given,  they  would 
have  to  pay  a  hign  rate  of  interest.  A  short  time 
ago  the  borrowing  powers  were  limited  to  6 
per  cent.  Now  the  rate  of  interest  was  7  per 
cent.  If  the  works  were  done  by  the  General 
Government  they  would  be  able  to  get  the  money 
at  5  per  cent.  Thus  2  per  cent,  per  annum  was 
lost  to  the  people  of  the  colony.  In  the  case  of 
the  Wanganm  Harbour  Board  Bill,  he  found 
that  the  sum  authorized  to  be  borrowed  was 
£100,000,  and  the  endowment  25,000  acres. 
There  was  the  Blufi*  Harbour :  borrowing  powers 
£50,000;  endowment,  35,634  acres.  There  is  the 
Patea  Harbour,  where  there  are  no  borrowing 
powers,  but  last  year  there  was  an  endowment 
sranted  of  3,500  acres,  and  this  year  there  is  a 
further  endowment  of  286  acres.  Then  there 
was  the  Biverton  Harbour  Bill :  the  borrowing 
powers  were  £20,000,  and  the  amount  of  endow- 
ments 15,000  acres.  There  was  also  the  New  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  Bill,  in  which  the  borrowing  powers 
were  £200,000,  and  the  endowment  one-fourth  of 
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the  proceeds  of  the  whole  land  rereiiiie  of  tha 
province.  There  was  thus  proposed  to  be  bor- 
rowed a  total  of  £370,000,  and  75,000  acres  of 
land  proposed  to  be  given  as  endowments.  As 
other  similar  Bills  had  been  read  a  second  time, 
he  thought  this  Bill  should  also  pass,  and  go 
through  the  ordeal  of  the  Waste  Luids  Commit- 
tee. It  ¥ras  a  pity  that  so  many  memben  of 
the  Waste  Lan<u  Ck)mmittee  were  promoters  of 
Harbour  Bills.  However,  he  had  faith  in  them, 
and  he  hoped  that  each  would  look  into  the 
Bills  closely. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  it  was  a 
pity  those  Bills  did  not  go  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  before  they  were  read  a  seoond  dme. 
He  did  not  go  the  whole  length  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Kenny,  who  denounced  borrowing  altogether,  even 
for  useful  purposes.  If  it  were  for  a  remunera- 
tive purpose  he  would  not  object  to  borrowing, 
but  he  thought  this  was  a  case  in  which  tbey 
should  not  grant  either  endowment  or  borrowing. 
In  the  first  place,  they  had  no  plan  before  them, 
and  anything  he  had  heard  certainly  did  not 
induce  him  to  believe  that  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  spend  this  money.  The  honorable  mover 
said  that,  in  each  of  the  years  1875  and  1876, 
eighty  or  ninety  vessels  took  away  17,500  tons  of 
cargo.  But  he  also  said  that  if  the  harbour  were 
improved  they  would  not  be  able  to  send  away 
any  more,  because  the  district  at  the  present  time 
was  cultivated  to  its  full  producing  power.  Now, 
they  had  gone  to  enormous  expense  in  mi^ng 
railways,  and  it  appeared  that  several  were  to 
converge  in  Riverton.  He  did  not  think  Uiey 
should  spend  a  laree  sum  of  money  in  making 
harbours  which  womd  be  competitors  with  tboee 
railways.    He  would  support  tne  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DIXLON  BELL  wished  to 
make  an  explanation  with  reference  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny.  Tlie  honor- 
able gentleman  expressed  not  only  surprise  at  the 
course  he  had  taken,  but  apparently  great  dis- 
appointment, as  if  he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  had  led 
him  to  expect  that  he  agreed  with  the  view  that 
all  those  Bills  should  be  stonewalled.  That  was 
not  his  view.  What  he  said  was  that  there 
should  be  a  uniform  plan  for  dealing  with  snch 
Bills;  and,  while  he  had  no  doubt  abont  th« 
necessity  for  certain  harbour  works  properly  con- 
sidered,  he  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  reason 
why,  because  they  voted  in  fiivour  of  the  seoond 
reading  of  the  Bluff  Harbour  Bill,  they  sboold 
necessarily  take  the  same  course  in  the  case  of  the 
Biverton  Harbour  Bill.  He  also  wished  to  point 
out  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  he  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  it  was  his  (Sir  F.  DiDon 
Bell's)  intention  to  make  any  reflection  upon  hisL. 
But  the  doctrine  which  the  honorable  genUeman 
announced,  that  a  Minister  was  entitled,  upon  m 
question  of  this  kind,  to  express  his  individual 
opinion,  apart  from  the  opinion  of  his  Govern- 
ment, was  most  surprising.  A  Minister  had  no 
freedom  of  expressing  an  individual  opinion  upoo 
a  question  anecting  the  pubUo  estate.  It  had 
been  laid  down  by  Parliament  that  no  haiboar 
works  should  be  undertaken  without  the  sancdon 
of  the  Governor  in  Counoil,  and  he  would  re- 
spectfully submit  that  it  was  not  right  fer  th« 
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Qotemment  to  nre  support  to  aoj  Harbour  Bill, 
or  to  allow  any  Harbour  Bill  to  go  through  the 
LegiBlatore,  without  having  sodm  Tiew  of  its  own 
as  to  the  nature,  neoeseitj,  cost,  and  value  of 
the  proposed  harbour  works.  That  was  why  he 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  could  not  hold 
the  position  that  he  did.  Unless  good  proof  were 
shown  of  the  necessity  and  value  of  this  work 
before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  he  would 
not  be  a  party  to  recommending  its  adoption. 
In  the  ease  of  the  Eakanui  Harbour  Bill,  he  had 
dedined  to  introduce  it,  because  Kakanui  bore 
the  same  relation  to  Oamaru  Harbour  that 
Birerton  bore  to  the  Bluff.  He  thought  the 
policy  was  an  absurd  one  of  first  spending  large 
•ana  on  one  harbour,  and  then  setting  up  a  rival 
lurbonr  in  close  proiimity  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  order  to  comj^ete  the  lecture  which  he 
thought  the  Hon  the  Uolonial  Secretary  had  pro- 
perly receired.  He  thought  that  the  doctrine 
that  honorable  gentleman  enunciated  was  very 
exti»ordinary.  It  was  impossible  for  an  honor- 
ahle  member  occupying  bis  position  to  dissociate 
himself  from  his  responsibility  as  a  member  of 
the  Qoyemmoit  leadmg  the  Council.  He  could 
not  speak  merely  as  an  individual  upon  mea- 
•iiret  such  as  this  one,  affecting  the  public  in- 
terests. He  was  free  to  confess  uiat  he  expected 
that  the  honorable  and  pliant  gentleman  would 
have  guided  him  in  this  matter.  He  thought 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  in 
naatters  of  this  kind  to  afford  the  information 
which  th^  had  a  better  opportunity  of  obtaining 
than  private  members  had.  He  regretted  that 
this  Bill  oould  not  be  sent  to  a  Select  Committee : 
not  because  he  had  not  perfect  confidence  in  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  but  because  that  Com- 
mittee had  so  much  to  do  that  he  thought  that 
the  vrark  would  be  better  done  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. If  a  good  ease  oould  be  made  out  for 
the  BiU  by  the  Committee  he  would  certainly  be 
inclined  to  vote  for  it,  because  he  considered  that 
the  priBciple  on  which  these  endowments  were 
given  vras  that  the  works  would  enhance  the 
value  of  the  publio  estate ;  and  therefore,  so  far 
from  adding  to  the  burdens  of  the  country,  they 
would  be  relieving  the  country.  This  port  cer- 
tainly seemed  rather  near  to  the  Bluff  Harbour, 
hot,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  understanding  that 
he  was  free  to  act  hereafUr  as  he  saw  fit,  he 
would  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTSLL  said  that  there  was 
one  point  which  rendered  the  claim  of  Biverton 
rather  weak — namely,  that  a  large  sum  was  to 
be  spent  on  the  Bluff  B[arbour,  which  was  in 
elose  proximity,  and  which  was  really  a  harbour 
eapable  of  improvement,  and  the  only  one  they 
«mld  afford  to  improve  in  the  present  state  dP 
the  finances  of  the  colony.  No  one  could  wish 
better  to  Biverton  than  himself.  He  was  not 
going  to  follow  those  honorable  gentlemen  who 
tried  to  find  out  where  the  blame  lay  for  bring- 
ing these  proposals  forward.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  of  the  old  philosopher  who  said  that 
when  people  got  into  trouble  fools  blamed  others, 
men  beginning  to  be  wise  began  to  blame  them- 
itlvesy  mod  wije  men  blamed  no  one.  He  thought 


it  was  a  waste  of  time  trying  to  discoyer  who  was 
to  blame  for  their  present  condition.  Two  or 
three  of  them  stood  out  against  those  financial 
proposals  which  had  brought  the  colony  into  that 
condition,  out  of  which  it  required  greater  abihty 
to  extricate  them  than  it  required  to  involve 
them  in.  Those  who  stood  out  against  those 
schemes  might  satisfy  their  own  vanity  by  re- 
calling their  past  action ;  but  they  did  not  succeed 
in  protecting  the  country,  and  he  did  not  think 
there  was  much  use  in  recalling  what  was  past. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  consistency,  he 
thought  that  every  member  who  came  there  de- 
termined to  vote  justly  and  rightly  in  every  matter 
that  came  before  him  was  deserving  of  as  much 
praise  as  the  member  who  prided  himself  upon 
voting  the  same  way  each  successive  session.  But 
he  held  one  opinion  very  strongly :  that  was  that, 
involved  as  they  were  with  the  pubUc  creditor^ 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Qovernment  in  power  to 
protect  the  interests  of  that  creditor^  and  it  was 
dearly  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that 
the  security  should  not  be  reduced  by  any  care* 
lessness  or  inattention.  So  far  from  that  being 
the  case,  it  was  very  much  the  praotioe  of  GK>- 
vemments  to  follow  the  example  of  a  gentleman 
well  known  in  history,  who  was  probably  re- 
spected by  leading  statesmen,  and  who,  when  he 
found  he  was  in  difllculties  and  likely  to  leave  his 
place,  told  those  to  whom  he  was  under  certain 
obligations  to  take  pens  and  write  quickly;  and  so 
sacnficed  the  interests  committed  to  his  charge. 
It  was  all  very  well  for  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  to 
say  they  did  not  sanction  borrowing,  and  that 
this  did  not  affect  the  nublic  creditor.  Well,  it 
aff)Bcted  the  publio  creditor  to  this  extent :  that, 
so  far  as  they  went  on  appropriating  the  publio 
estate  as  endowments,  they  were  raducing  the 
seouritj^  to  that  amount ;  and,  to  his  mind,  taking 
the  plain  common-sense  view  of  the  matter,  they 
were  very  much  in  the  position  of  the  merchant  in 
difficulties  who,  finding  himself  totally  insolvent, 
made  over  to  his  wife  or  some  intimate  friends  as 
much  property  as  he  possibly  could.  That  seemed 
to  him  to  be  the  analogue  in  private  life  of 
the  course  they  were  pursuing  now.  Honorable 
gentlemen  expressed  regret  that  this  mode  of 
endowment  was  not  discovered  until  lately.  It 
¥ras  not  discovered  because  it  was  thought  that 
the  publio  creditor  would  not  be  so  ready  to 
advance  money  for  large  works  if  the  colony  had 
not  all  this  land  to  offer  as  security.  It  was  only 
now,  when  they  had  nearly  exhausted  their  power 
of  borrowing,  that  they  wanted  to  secure  those 
little  nest-eggs  for  themselves.  After  the  moner 
had  been  expended  in  those  places  to  the  foJl 
extent  of  their  just  claims  upon  the  colonial 
purse,  they  wanted  to  make  over  what  security 
remained,  m  order  to  spend  it  upon  some  other 
little  work  of  their  own.  He  quite  agreed  with 
the  suggestion  that  it  would  be  better  that  in- 
structions should  be  given  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  action  in 
regard  to  Bills  of  this  kind.  As  a  matter  of  fbrm, 
he  would  vote  in  favour  of  the  amendment  against 
the  Bill,  although,  as  a  matter  of  certainty,  he 
suppoaed  it  would  go,  with  other  Bills  of  the  same 
kincL  to  the  Wa«te  Landi  Committee. 
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The  Hod.  Mr.  MENZIES  altogether  differed  I 
from  the  opinion  expressed  hy  the  ket  speaker, 
that  thej  were  lessening  the  ralue  of  their  secoritj 
hj  applying  a  certain  portion  of  their  capital,  of 
their  land^  estate,  to  certain  puhlio  works.  It 
was  quite  true  they  were  lessening  the  extent  of 
that  landed  property,  but  it  was  equally  true  that 
if  they  applied  it  properly  to  useful  public  works, 
such  a«  the  improTement  of  natural  outlets,  and 
improying  the  facilities  for  communication  by 
railways,  they  were  increasing  the  ?alue  of  the 
estate  they  retained  to  a  greater  extent  than  they 
lessened  it  by  diminishing  the  area.  Therefore 
the  argument  would  not  hold  that  they  were 
squandering  their  capitaL  It  might  be  that  they 
were  not  applying  it  in  erery  case  so  well  as  they 
ought,  and  in  such  cases  they  were  no  doubt 
lessening  the  yalue  ;  but,  where  the  capital  was 
jroperly  applied  towards  increasing  the  facilities 
:or  access  to  ports,  and  adding  to  the  facilities 
of  internal  communication,  then  they  raised  the 
yalue  of  what  remained,  and  increased  their 
assets.  It  had  been  stated,  and  yery  justly,  that 
matters  such  a«  this  should  be  initiated  by  the 
Government — ^that  the  Gbremment  should  fairly 
consider  which  were  the  best  ports  and  those 
which  deserred  to  hare  the  largest  expenditure  on 
them.  With  the  strong  engineering  staff  at  their 
command  the  Government  were  in  a  position 
now  to  do  what  hitherto,  perhaps,  they  had  not 
been  capable  of  doing.  He  did  not,  howeyer,  so 
the  length  of  saying  that  those  were  the  only 
ports  on  which  any  expenditure  should  be  made. 
The  yery  case  now  under  conidderation  was  one 
on  which,  possibly,  the  Goyemment,  at  a  dis- 
tance, might  say,  "  There  is  the  Bluff  Harbour — 
a  harbour  of  the  first  class— situated  within 
a  reasonable  distance,  and  within  a  few  hours' 
sail.  What  do  you  want  with  another  portP" 
He  answered  that  it  was  quite  true  that  a  rail- 
way had  been  designed;  that  contracts  had 
been  taken  for  that  railway  leading  from  the 
Inyercargill  and  Winton  Railway  to  Biyerton, 
and  from  thence  to  Otautau ;  that  a  yerr  large 
amount  of  money  had  been  expended,  ana  some 
of  the  earthworks  had  been  constructed:  yet 
there  were  only  a  few  hundred  yards  of  rails  laid 
down,  and,  as  they  were  only  29  lbs.  to  the  yard, 
they  yrould  require  to  be  taken  up  before  any- 
thing more  that  mere  toy  carriages  and  wagons 
would  work  upon  them.  The  earthworks  had 
not  been  completed.  There  was  a  small  piece 
formed  here,  a  mile  there,  and  half  a  mile  in 
another  place,  at  yarious  points  between  the 
northern  line  and  Biyerton;  but  there  was  no 
great  length  continuously  formed.  A  sum  of 
money  had  been  paid  to  the  contractor  by  way 
of  payment  for  the  works,  and  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  contract,  yery  nearly  equal  to 
the  whole  sum  for  which  he  originally  contracted 
to  take  the  work ;  and  the  completion  would  pro- 
bably cost  half  as  much  again  as  the  original  con- 
tract. He  did  not  think  the  colony  would  be  in 
a  position  to  carry  out  that  work  for  some  time. 
But,  supposing  that  it  was  constructed,  what  fol- 
lowed? Certainly  not  what  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary said,  and  what  other  honorable  members 
bebered,  would  foUow.  Biyerton  was  by  this  line 
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of  railway  about  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  miles 
from  InyercarnlL  They  counted  nineteen  milea 
from  the  Bluff,  and  at  the  yery  least  Biyerton 
must  be  not  less  than  forty  miles  from  the  Bluff. 
The  cost  to  the  farmer  of  sending  oats  forty  milee 
by  railway  to  the  Bluff  would  he  yery  consider- 
able compared  to  the  cost  if  shipped  at  Bivarton ; 
it  would  absorb  the  margin  of  profit.  The  har- 
bour at  Biyerton  was  not  one  which  had  to  be 
formed,  or  one  which  had  been  selected  in  order 
to  start  a  traffic.  There  was  a  traffic  there  now. 
It  was  a  good  harbour  for  small  yessels.  What 
was  wanted  was  such  improyements  in  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour  and  such  increased  wharf  accom- 
modation a«  would  facilitate  the  traffic  and  lessen 
the  expenses.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Peacock  had  said 
that  tnis  proposed  improyement  would  not  be 
likely,  it  was  admitted,  to  increase  the  produce. 
He  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  nad  en- 
tirely misunderstood  what  fell  from  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Kurse.  What  he  (Mr.  Menzies)  understood 
the  latter  honorable  eentleman  to  say  was,  that 
the  country  had  already  been  roughly  cuUiyated, 
was  partly  now  in  cultiyation,  and  the  moat  part 
in  grass;  and  that,  if  a  ready  and  rapid  com- 
munication with  the  outer  world  and  increased 
facilities  for  export  were  giyen,  there  was  no  rea- 
son why  the  whole  of  that  country  should  not  be 
brought  again  under  cultivation.  All  the  grasa 
country  there,  which  was  mostly  limestone  coun- 
try, was  yery  produotiye,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that,  if  the  price  of  grain  were  the  same  as  it  had 
been  in  the  last  few  months,  the  effect  would  ba 
to  bring  the  whole  into  cultivation  again.  The 
tendency  in  the  South  was  to  run  rapidly  over 
the  roueh  land  and  bring  it  into  cultivation, 
then  to  my  it  down  in  grass,  and  thus  place  it  in 
the  best  condition  for  the  subsequent  growth  of 
crops.  The  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart, 
that  these  Bills  would  be  referred  to  a  Sessional 
Committee  before  being  read  a  second  time,  waa 
similar  to  one  thrown  out  the  other  day  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  and  which  was  now  being  con- 
sidered by  the  Standing  Orders  Committee.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  prop^al  would  be  carried  out» 
and  be  found  to  be  very  useful.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  in  considering 
these  Bills,  by  no  means  had  its  hands  tied  dowB 
to  the  details.  It  had  never  yet  hesitated  to  copi- 
sider  the  policy  of  any  Bills  sent  to  it,  whether 
it  was  iu  the  order  of  reference  or  not,  and  he 
had  never  yet  hoard  its  reports  censured  on  that 
ground.  More  than  that,  he  thought  that,  when 
questions  of  policy  were  involved  in  Bills  broueht 
under  its  revision,  it  would  fail  in  its  duty  if  it 
abstained  from  a  consideration  of  those  questions 
of  policy.  There  were  two  or  three  other  points 
to  which  he  might  refer,  but  he  felt  that  the 
Council  had  bestowed  a  good  deal  more  time 
on  this  Bill  than  perhaps  its  relative  import- 
ance warranted.  He  trusted  the  Council  would 
not  object  to  read  it  a  second  time,  and  refer  it 
for  further  consideration  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee. 

Question  put,  '*That  the  word  'now,'  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  question ;" 
upon  which  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 
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At18. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett» 
Hr.  BooUeT, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Mr.  Menziea, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Pbarazjn, 

Dr.  PoUen, 

Major  Bichmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Williamson. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  B611, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 

Captain  Fraser, 

Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 

Lieat-Colonel  Xennj, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  carried,  and 
the  Bill  ofdered  to  be  read  a  second  time  that 
daj  six  months. 

DUITEDIN  LOANS  BILL. 
This  Bill  iras  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  16. — Commissioners  to  famish  accounts. 
The  Hon.  Bfr.  BUCKLEY  mored  the  omistion 
ol  (he  words  "  to  the  Council." 

Qnestion  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  clause ; "  upon 
which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes        9 

Hoes         10 


Majority  against... 


(kptain  Baillie, 

Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 


ATS8. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


NOBB. 

Mr.  Mfller, 
Mr.  Nurse, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bassell, 
Mr.  Williamson. 
Hie  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
deren  o'clock  p.m. 


Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberiin, 
Oiptain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Lieut-Colonel  Kenny, 


HOUSE  OP  BEPEESBNTATIVES. 
Mond4^,  \2th  November,  1877. 


Firsi  Beading— Adjoaniment—Tawhiao—PriTilege. 

Mr.  Spkakxb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PEATIB0. 


FIBST  BEADING. 
Ciril  List  BilL 

ADJOFBNMENT. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  mo?ed  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  till  half-past  seren  o'clock,  in  order  to 
aftord  members  an  opportunity  to  attend  the 
luneral  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  Ludlam,  who  was  an 
old  member  of  the  House,  and  a  gentleman  who 
had  on  many  occasions  rendered  great  serrice  to 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  seconded  the  proposition  with 
Tery  great  pleasure.  Mr.  Ludlam  had  been  a 
member  of  the  House  in  several  Parliaments. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  New  Zealand  settlers, 
and  was  in  every  sense  a  raluable  colonist.  He 
would  ha?e  been  prepared  to  second  a  motion  to 
adjourn  the  House  till  next  day,  and  he  would 
ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  accept  that  sug- 
gestion, if  the  House  expressed  a  general  wish  m 
tiie  same  direction. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN  said  that,  howerer  desirable 
such  a  proposal  might  be,  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  Uiere  was  a  great  deal  of  very  im- 
portant business  before  the  House.  He  thought 
the  adjournment  till  half-past  seren  would  suf- 
ficiently mark  the  respect  of  the  House  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Ludlam. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  objected  to  a  longer  adjournment 
than  half -past  seren.  They  had  now  reached  a 
Tery  adyanced  period  of  the  session,  and  it  would 
be  a  yery  great  mark  of  respect  to  adjourn  till 
half-past  seyen  o'clock.  He  certainly  could  not 
assent  to  a  further  adjournment. 

Mr.  Spbakbb,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
House,  yacated  the  chair. 

HOUBB  SSSUHBD. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seyen  o'clock. 

TAWHIAO. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Before  the  Orders  of  the 
day  are  called  on,  I  wish  to  read  a  telegram 
receiyed  from  Waikato,  having  reference  to  the 
proposed  meeting  of  Sir  Georse  Gr^  with  the 
kin^.  The  telegram  is  from  Major  Te  Wheoro, 
a  chief  who  is  yery  much  respected  in  the  Wai- 
kato country,  and  who  occupies  a  position  as 
right-hand  man  to  the  Native  King.  It  is  to 
this  effect  :— 

"  Tawhiao's  people  are  collecting  large  supplies 
of  food  for  the  meeting  with  Sir  George  Grey 
and  yourself.  Potatoes  and  flour  have  arriyed 
from  Waikato.  Men  have  gone  to  Kawhia  for 
fi^  and  cell,  and  food  will  be  abundant." 

PBIVILEGE. 

ADJOUBKBD  DBBATB. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question,  *<  That  a  message  from  His  ExoeUency 
the  Gbvemor,  with  its  enclosures,  be  taken  iaU} 
consideration." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  move  the  adjournment 
of  this  debate  for  one  week.  It  appears  to  me 
that  there  is  no  necessity  in  this  case  to  proceed 
further  at  the  present  time.  The  whole  argu- 
ment has  been  placed  before  His  ExoeUency  the 
Goyemor  for  his  consideration  as  to  how  far  he 
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agrees  with  the  oouree  we  hare  taken.  His  Ex- 
odlenpj's  message  ia  reply  has  been  reoeired 
by  this  House,  throoffh  his  Ministers;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  conduciye  to  the  good  feeling 
whieh  this  House  desires  to  maintain  towards  His 
Bxoellenoy  if  the  matter  were  allowed  to  stand 
orer  for  a  time.  Looking  at  the  fact  that  the 
whole  correspondence  is  to  be  referred  Home 
for  a  decision — ^not  on  any  matter  relating  to  our 
pfrifileges,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  but  for  deci- 
sion as  to  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  point  of 
constitutional  law — ^looking  also  at  the  mot  that 
there  is  a  very  great  deal  of  important  business 
before  the  House,  it  seems  to  me  that  our  time 
will  be  better  employed  this  evening  in  consider- 
ing the  Land  Bill  than  in  further  considering 
this  question,  which  can  hare  no  result.  I  beg 
to  mo?e  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  for  one 
week  from  the  present  time. 

Mr.  STOUT.  —  I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Trayers)  has  been 
placed  in  a  false  position.  The  object  of  moying 
the  adjournment  of  this  debate  is  apparent  to 
the  most  superficial  observer.  The  honorable 
member  for  Semont  wishes  to  get  on  with  Mo- 
tion Ko.  8  berore  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellin^n  City  is  discussed.  I 
presume  he  is  ofnud  that  if  the  motion  of 
that  honorable  gentleman  is  acceded  to  he  will 
be  sent  for  rather  than  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont.  The  object  is  so  transparent  that 
I  think  it  very  bad  generalship  on  the  part  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  who  should 
have  got  some  other  member  of  his  party  to 
move  the  adjournment.  For  my  own  part,  I 
think  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that,  in  an  im- 
portant question  of  this  character,  there  should 
be  any  party  feeling  manifested  on  either  side. 
It  is  not  a  question  affecting  one  party  in  this 
House  alone,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  question 
affecting  not  only  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
but  the  whole  scope  of  constitutional  government. 
Now,  what  are  we  asked  to  do  ?  Adjourning  the 
debate  for  a  week  simply  means  that  there  will 
be  no  reply  sent  to  His  Excellency  before  the 
mail  leaves  vid  San  Francisco — I  believe  at  the 
end  of  the  week.  The  result  will  be  that  His 
Excellency  will  be  allowed  to  send  an  ex  pttrte 
statement  to  the  Home  authorities  as  to  the  posi- 
tion in  which  Ministers  and  himself  stand  towards 
each  other.  I  had  hoped  that  when  this  matter 
was  brought  before  the  House  we  should  have 
found  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City 
doing  what  he  intends  to  do — ^namely,  mscussing 
this  question  entirely  free  from  any  party  bias. 
I  cannot  understand  what  has  come  over  that 
honorable  gentleman.  In  moving  an  amendment 
the  other  evening  he  assumed  a  position  totally 
opposed  to  that  which  he  assumed  a  week  ago. 
He  has  now  taken  up  a  position  opposed  to  and 
irreconcilable  with  that  which  he  had  taken  up 
before.  Why  he  has  done  that  I  cannot  telf. 
Notbinff  has  transpired  in  the  meantime.  As 
far  as  His  Excellency  is  concerned  nothing  has 
transpired  at  all  to  affect  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's position  in  regard  to  the  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  this  House.  Nothing  has  transpired, 
except  that  His  Excellency  has  sent  down  his  own 


memoranda  to  this  House,  and  I  think  any  one 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  memoranda 
veiy  carefully  must  regret  that  ffis  Excellency 
ever  penned  them.  The  honoraUe  member  for 
Egmont  says  the  reason  wby  he  moved  the  ad- 

t'oumment  is  the  sole  deore  to  get  on  with  the 
tusiness.    Well,  I  presume  we  are  bound  to  be- 
lieve what  he  states.    I  can  only  regret  that  this 
desire  was  not  manifested  last  we^     It  would 
have  been  better  for  the  country.     We  could 
have  had  the  Land  Bill  passed  through  this 
House  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  obstroctiTe 
action.    We  spent  two  or  three  days  in  doing 
nothing  but  attempting  to  get  at  this  wonder- 
ful Motion  No.  3.     He  also  made  this  threat  in 
the  House  :  that,  until  Motion  No.  8  obtained  its 
place  on  the  Order  Paper  and  was  discussed, 
this  House  would  be  unable  to  do  any  business. 
Now,  I  do  not  at  present  care  to  to  into  the 
main  question,  as  I  presume  I.sbul   have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so  at  another  time.     I  can 
only  say  that  I  think  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City  has  not  been  kindly  treated. 
The  position  of  leadership  which  he  asromed  has 
apparently  been  snatched  from  him  by  the  pro- 
poser of  this  amendment.    I  think  that  be  him- 
self must  regret  that  action  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont,  beosiuse  he  was 
one  of  what  I  may  term  the  Middle  Party,  and  I 
presume  that  they  ought  to  be  the  leaders  in  a 
case  of  this  sort     I  regret  very  much  that  the 
honorable  member  for  ^^ont  will  not  allow  the 
matter  to  be  discussed.     I  should  have  liked  to 
have  heard  the  honorable  gentleman's  reaaoos. 
If  the  House  chooses  to  look  at  this  matter  from 
a  party  spirit,  I  have  no  doubt,  when  this  party 
fighting  comes  to  an  end,  and  when  honorable 
members  get  into  a  harmonious  feeling,  they  will 
regret  that  a  question  of  such  importance  to  the 
whole  colony  should  be  treated  m  the  wmy  this 
question  is  now  treated.    The  Secretary  of  State 
is  to  define  what  are  the  privil^es  of  tms  House ; 
he  is  also  to  define  when  Ministers  act  in  a  con- 
stitutional manner.     If  such  be  the  case,  there 
will  be  no  such  thing  as  Parliamentary  govern- 
ment  in  this  colony.    It  would  be  &r  better  if 
we  were  placed  under  a  dictator  at  once.     I  shall 
sa^  no  more,  but  reserve  to  mysdf  the  right  of 
cntioLsing  the  matter  fully  at  another  tinie.    I 
shall  only  say  that  I  am  anxious  to  see  tiie  Land 
Bill  gone  on  with.    I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
should  have  named  an  earlier  day  than  this  day 
week  for  resuming  it. 

Mr.  aiSBOBNE.— I  should  feel  dUpoeed  to 
agree  to  the  adjournment  were  it  not  for  tibe 
fact  that  the  mail  ffoes  to  England  in  a  few 
days,  and  it  takes  with  it  the  memoranda  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  in  one  of  which,  dated 
the  8th  November,  he  says, — 

"  This  question  as  to  the  extent  to  which  Go- 
vernment are  responsible  to  Parliament  for  the 
acts  of  the  GoTcmor  is  one  which  cannot  poesibly 
be  decided  in  the  colony.  The  Governor  has, 
therefore,  decided  to  forward  the  whole  oaae  for 
the  consideration  and  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  by  whose  decision  he  is 
bound  to  abide." 
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It  U  clemr  that  in  Uub  memorandam  the  Gb- 
Ternor  submiia  his  riew  that  the  Legislature 
here  cannot  decide  the  question  to  what  extent 
the  Government  are  responsible  to  Parliament 
He  also  states  that  he  will  "  forward  the  whole 
case  for  the  consideration  and  decision  of  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  for  the  Colonies."  Now, 
I  was  at  first  under  the  impression  that  the 
GoTemor  was  not  going  to  refer  the  question  of 
the  breach  of  pririleges  of  this  House  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  his  decision.  When  I  read 
the  words  that  he  was  going  to  forward  the 
whole  caae  to  the  Sedretarj  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, it  seems  as  if  he  was  going  to  include  the 
question  of  pririlege  in  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitational  relation  of  Ministers  to  Parliament. 
But,  eren  upon  this  question  of  the  constitu- 
tional rdation  of  Ministers  to  Parliament,  I 
should  be  sorry  that  the  House  should  acquiesce 
in  Bilenoe  in  such  a  doctrine.  That  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  can  decide  the  question 
of  the  constitutional  relations  of  Ministers  to  this 
Parliament  is  a  doctrine  that  I  cannot  admit. 
The  Secretary  of  State  is  the  recognized  adriser 
of  Her  Majesty,  and  Her  Majesty  has  certain 
fonctioas,  defined  by  the  Constitution  Act,  with 
reference  to  our  legblation ;  but  those  do  not 
include  the  definition  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
Gkiremment,  or  the  determination  of  the  extent 
to  which  the  Ministry  of  the  day  may  be  respon- 
sible to  Parliament  for  the  acts  of  the  Gt>yemor. 
I  came  down  this  e?ening  under  the  impression 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City 
was  going  to  more  his  resolution ;  and  1  was  pre- 
pared to  move,  as  an  amendment  to  the  second 
daose,  *'That  this  House  respectfully,  but  firmly, 
protests  acainst  any  proposal  to  submit  to  the 
deciaion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies the  constitutional  relations  of  the  Ministry 
to  Pariiament,  and  the  question  which  has  oo- 
canned  as  to  the  breach  of  the  pririleges  of  this 
House.  1^  New  Zealand  Parliament  can  alone 
decide  those  relations,  and  this  House  is  the  sole 
judge  of  its  own  pririleges."  If  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  would  not  prejudice  the 
questum  I  should  not  now  rise  to  oppose  it,  but 
if  the  idea  is  to  go  abroad  that  we  are  to  pass 
tmb  siUnHo  the  yiew  of  His  Excellency  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Secretary  of  State  with  reference 
to  our  constitutional  goyernment  I  will  not  agree 
to  the  adjournment.  I  should  haye  moved  the 
resolution  which  I  have  read  as  a  substantive  mo- 
tion if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  first 
given  notice  of  his  resolution,  when  I  felt  that  I 
was  bound  to  give  precedence  to  him.  I  say  that 
the  view  laid  down  by  His  Excellency  in  the 
extract  which  I  have  quoted,  and  to  which  I 
do  not  think  that  on  reconsideration  he  will 
adhere,  is  perilous  to  the  first  principle  of  con- 
stitutional government;  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  agree  to  the  adjournment,  and  at  the 
same  time  allow  any  impression  to  go  abroad 
that  it  intends  to  pass  by  that  expression  of  His 
Excellency's  views  without  some  protest  on  its 
part. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  intend  to  oppose  the  ad- 
journment. I  think  the  proper  way  is  to  settle 
this  question  at  once.    I  must  say  I  think  the 
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€K>vemment  acted  somewhat  injudiciously  in  re- 
commending His  Excellency  to  make  an  appoint- 
ment to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
under  all  the  circumstances.  At  the  same  time, 
that  is  not  the  question  before  us.  What  we 
have  to  consider  is  the  memorandum  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Gt>femor  and  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Travera).  That  honorable  ffentleman,  to  my 
mind,  has  placed  himself  in  the  most  ridiculous 
position  that  I  have  ever  seen  any  honorable 
member  occupy  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  this  Legislature.  He  moves  now,  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  course  taken  by 
Ministers  in  relation  to  the  matter  in  question 
was  unconstitutional  and  otherwise  improper, 
and  deserves  the  censure  of  this  House."  Now, 
Sir,  on  the  Ist  November  the  honorable  gentle- 
man stated, — 

''I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  very  much  to  be  lamented,  if  this 
question  were  treated  in  any  way  except  as  one 
involving  the  privileges  of  the  House — one  in 
which  all  members  must  be  perfectly  willing  to 
join  in  defending  those  privileges." 

Is  this  defending  them  P 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE.— Question. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— The  honorable  member 
calls  "  Question,"  but  I  think  I  know  as  well  as 
he  does  when  I  am  speakins  to  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber should  confine  himself  to  the  question  of  ad- 
journment, and  merely  adduce  reasons  either  for 
or  against  the  debate  being  adjourned. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— That,  Sir,  is  just  what  I 
was  intending  to  do;  but,  in  order  to  give  my 
reasons  for  not  consenting  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  deal 
with  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.— It  is  desirable  not  to  open 
up  the  main  question. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  do  not  see  how  I  am  to 
give  my  reasons  for  not  adjourning  the  debate 
without  at  the  same  time  opening  up  the  main 
question. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.— The  honorable  member  will 
debar  himself  from  speaking  to  the  main  question 
again,  if  he  does  so  now. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  shall  not  want  to  speak 
to  the  main  question  again.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Travers)  then  went  on  to  say, — 

"If  the  resignation  of  Ministera  was  neces- 
sitated by  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
I  should  defend  them  strongly,  whatever  feelings 
I  might  otherwise  have  towards  them.  There- 
fore I  think  this  question  should  be  discussed 
absolutely  apart  from  anything  in  the  shape  of 
party  or  personal  feelAg.  One  fact  must  be 
borne  in  mind:  We  are  called  on  to  establish 
a  precedent  of  a  very  important  character,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  leaders  of  the 
House  on  both  sides  to  take  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration, so  as  to  arrive  at  a  settled  conclusion. 
It  cannot  be  satisfactory  to  discuss  the  question 
in  anything  like  heat  or  animus  as  regards  the 
occupants  of  the  Treasury  benches,  or  the  gentle- 
I  man  who  occupies  the  position  of  Gt>vemor  of 
I  the  colony." 
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BCr.  TBAYEBS.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— The  honorable  member 
has  the  modest  assurance  to  say  **  Hear,  hear ;" 
and  yet,  after  makinf  those  remarks,  he  rentares 
to  bnng  forward  such  a  motion  as  that  which  he 
has  placed  on  the  Order  Paper.  Then  I  find 
that  on  the  5th  of  tbis  month  he  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  in  the 
case,  and  immediately  mored  a  resolution  rxoon 
which  you,  Sir,  founded  your  address  to  His  Ex* 
cellenpy  enclosing  the  resolution  jMssed  by  the 
House.    The  honorable  gentleman  again  says, — 

"I  beg  to  move,  That  tbis  House  concurs  in 
the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Priyi- 
leges  of  the  House ;  and  that  a  respectful  address 
be  presented  by  this  House  to  His  Excellency 
the  Gt>Ternor,  oorering  the  resolution  of  tbis 
House.  As  may  be  seen  from  the  minutes  of 
proceedings,  I  was  not  present  when  the  report 
of  the  Committee  was  adopted ;  but  I  hare  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  had  I  been  present,  I 
should  have  TOted  for  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port." 

Now,  what  does  the  report  say  P 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honorable  member  is 
trayelling  beyond  legitimate  bounds  in  adducing 
such  reasons  against  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. That  is  the  question  before  the  House, 
and  I  hope  the  honorable  member  will  not  trayel 
outside  it. 

Mr.  BEYKOLDS.— I  wanted  to  refer  to  the 
main  question,  in  order  to  induce  honorable  mem- 
bers to  Tote  for  a  resolution  which  I  had  intended 
to  move  if  no  one  else  had  done  so — namely,  the 

Srerious  ouestion.  That  is  my  obiect ;  but  if  you, 
ir,  rule  that  I  am  going  beVond  bounds  in  the 
remarks  I  am  makii^,  I  shall  of  course  bow  to 
your  ruling. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  and  the  honorable 
member  should  not  trayel  outside  that. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— Then  I  shall  leaye  the  re- 
mainder of  my  remarks  to  some  other  occasion. 
AU  I  will  say  now  is,  that  I  trust  the  House  will 
not  a^ree  to  the  adjournment.  The  mail  leayes, 
I  belieye,  on  Monday  next,  and  His  Excellency 
should  know  the  decision  of  the  House  before  that 
mail  goes  out.  It  is  only  due  to  His  ExceUenc^ 
that,  if  any  action  is  to  be  taken  by  this  House,  it 
should  be  taken  at  once ;  and,  if  no  action  is  to  be 
taken,  then  by  aU  means  let  His  Excellency  know 
that  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— -I  think  it  will  be  a  great 
pity  to  adjourn  the  debate.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  House  has  somewhat  forgotten  the  position  in 
which  the  question  stands.  As  far  as  I  under- 
stand, we  ba?e  not  arrived  at  any  decision  what- 
eyer  upon  the  question  with  regard  to  these 
papers  and  the  memoranda  between  His  Exoel- 
fenoy  and  Ministers.  All  that  has  been  done  is 
this:  It  has  been  moved  that  these  papers  and 
memoranda  shall  be  printed  and  taken  into  con- 
sideration. We  haye  debated  that  question  up 
to  a  certain  point,  but  to  this  moment  no  order 
has  been  made  that  the  papers  should  be  printed 
and  taken  into  consideration.  I  think,  therefore, 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Trayers)  is  premature,  and  out  of 
Mr,  JteynoUU 


plaoe  as  a  contingent  motion.  I  cannot  see  how 
it  can  come  on  until  the  debate  in  which  Uie 
honorable  member  for  Biyerton  had  possession  of 
the  House  at  its  last  sitting  has  been  disposed 
of.  When  we  haye  come  to  a  decision  one  way 
or  the  other  as  to  whether  these  papers  shall  be 
printed  and  considered  or  not,  then  will  be  the 
time  for  the  honorable  and  learned  member  to 
brin|[  down  his  motion  for  the  censure  of  the 
Ministry  for  the  part  they  haye  taken.  I  can 
see  no  utility  in  adjourning  the  debate  for  a 
week.  Let  us  haye  this  question  settled  at  once. 
If  the  Ministry  are  descrying  of  censure  for  wlnt 
they  haye  done,  let  us  take  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration at  once;  and,  if  the  majority  of  the 
House  deem  that  they  are  censurable,  then  let  us 
censure  them  and  haye  done  with  it ;  but,  if  not, 
let  us  take  the  papers  into  consideration,  and  de* 
cide  that  they  are  not  censurable,  and  giye  ths 
answer  of  the  House  to  the  correspondence  of 
His  Excellency.  We  mnst  remember  that  Wm 
Excellency  has  invited  us  to  ^ye  an  opinion.  He 
has  expressly  ordered  his  Ministers  to  lay  these 
papers  on  the  table;  and  the  only  reason  there 
can  be  for  that  order  is  that  he  wished  the 
House  to  give  an  immediate  expression  of  opinion 
upon  the  correspondence  ana  papers  attached. 
Therefore,  not  only  should  we  be  doing  wrong 
to  this  House  with  regard  to  the  priyileges 
which  we  have  decided  were  broken,  but  we 
should  be  disrespectful  to  His  Excellency,  if  we 
delayed  the  answer  to  the  papers  which  he  has 
asked  his  Ministers  to  lay  on  the  table.  The 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  has  not  eiyen  one 
reason  why  we  should  acyoum  this  discussion. 
It  is  true  he  said,  *'  It  is  yery  late  in  the  session, 
— ^let  us  go  on  with  the  Land  Bill;"  but,  as 
was  very  properly  remarked,  it  was  only  three  or 
four  evenings  ago  that  he  absolutely  threatened  a 
"stone  wall."  He  said,  "No  business  shall  be 
gone  on  with.  You  shall  not  pass  a  Bin  or  a 
resolution.  You  shall  do  nothine  whateyer  until 
my  motion  is  considered."  And  now  he  says, 
"  Let  us  adjourn  this  trumpery  business  of  priyi- 
lege — this  mere  nothing — let  us  go  on  with  the 
Land  Bill."  Sir,  that  vrill  not  do.  The  House 
will  not  fall  into  that  yiew.  Let  us  haye  this 
privilege  question  settled  at  once  and  for  aU.  I 
believe  the  honorable  member  for  Wdlmgton 
City  made  a  mistake  in  bringing  his  motion 
forward,  but,  having  done  so,  the  sooner  it  is 
removed  from  the  O^er  Paper  the  better.  Let 
us  bring  that  honorable  gentleman  face  to  face 
with  the  motion  which  he  has  taken  upon  him* 
self  the  responsibility  of  placing  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  let  us  ask  this  House  whether  it  is 
eoin|;  to  sacrifice  its  privileges,  and  to  censure  the 
Ministry  because  they  were  not  prepared  to  do 
so.  I  believe  the  course  proposed  to  be  pursued 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chauners  is 
the  proper  course ;  but  I  do  not  think,  and  I 
believe  your  ruling.  Sir,  will  uphold  me,  that 
it  can  be  taken.  I  do  not  think  the  previous 
question  can  be  moyed  before  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  is  made, 
or  before  we  have  come  to  a  decision  as  to 
whether  the  memoranda  shall  be  taken  into  con* 
sideration  or  not    The  debate  must  be  concluded. 
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The  bonoTable  member  for  BiTcrton  has  waired 
his  righl  to  speak  for  the  time,  and  other  mera- 
hen  may  waive  their  right  to  speak.  In  that 
case  we  should  come  to  an  immediate  decision. 
We  maj  decide  that  the  memoranda  shall  be 
printed  and  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
lEbase.  In  that  case  the  honorable  memtler  for 
Wellington  City  would  inmiediately  haye  a  right 
to  more  his  contingent  notice  of  motion ;  or  we 
mi^  decide  the  opposite,  in  which  case  the 
motion  would  be  sheiTed.  I  hope  the  House  wiU 
obserre  the  inmiense  importance  of  the  consi- 
derations infolTed  in  this  great  question  raised 
by  His  Excellency's  memorandum,  and  will  not 
postpone  this  debate,  or  allow  any  other  business 
to  be  done  until  it  is  disposed  of,  although  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  may  consider  that 
the  Land  Bill,  under  existing  circumstances,  is  of 
more  importance  than  the  pnyileges  of  this  House. 
And  let  us  approach  the  question  apart  from  any 
party  feeling.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  listen  to 
erery  argument,  and  to  TOte  in  any  direction  in 
which  my  feelings  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
and  not  as  a  member  of  any  party,  may  lead  me. 
I  bope  erery  member  will  approach  Uie  subject 
in  the  same  manner,  and  that  we  shall  come  to  a 
decision  which  may  be  used  as  a  precedent  for 
the  future,  so  that,  if  such  a  difficult  question 
arises  again,  we  shall  be  in  a  better  nosition  to 
deal  with  it  than  we  hare  been  to  deal  with  it  in 
this  instance. 

Mr.  BRANDON.— Sir,  I  think  the  honorable 
member  who  spoke  last  fell  into  an  error  when 
lie  said  His  Excellen<nr  wished  this  matter  to  be 
dealt  with  immediateJhr,  because  if  we  look  at  the 
memorandum  of  the  Go?emor  we  find  the  follow- 
ing passage  :— 


**In  conclusion,  the  GK>Temor  would  wish  to 
state  that,  in  reply  to  a  telemm  from  himself,  he 
has  heard  from  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  that  a 
precedent,  which  appears  rery  nearly  similar,  did 
occur  to  Lord  Belmore,  and  that  ms  action  was 
•ppiofed  of  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

"  The  Goremor  wishes  to  place  no  stress  upon 
this  information,  as  he  has  not  been  able  to  find 
tiie  case,  and  does  not  know  how  far  it  may  be 
jarallel ;  but  it  is  his  intention,  if  the  case  has 
been  published,  to  request  Sir  Hercules  Bobin«on 
to  foniish  him  with  a  copy  as  soon  as  possible." 

Clearly,  thereibre,  the  honorableeentleman  did 
not  state  the  position,  because  lus  Excellency 
n^ars  to  a  precedent  which,  inf erentially,  he  says 
the  House  ought  to  consider.  As  I  said  before, 
thu  is  simply  a  case  between  the  Goyemor  and 
the  Goreroment. 

Hon.  Mbxbbbs.— No,  no. 

Mr.  BEES.— The  House. 

Mr.  BBANDON.— The  honorable  gentleman 
has  his  opinion,  but  I  have  a  right  to  mine,  that 
ifc  is  simply  a  question  between  the  Goremor 
and  the  Ministry.  If  Ministers  propose  to  do 
aomething  and  the  Governor  says  he  will  not  do 
it,  it  is  for  the  GoTomment  to  resign,  and  then  it 
becomes  a  question  for  the  House;  but  that  has 
Bot  been  done.  His  Excellency  has  simply  exer- 
cised a  discretion  which  he  is  intrusted  with. 

Hon.  MncBiBS. — No. 

tir.  BBANDOK. — I  haye  oonfulted  the  con- 


stitutional authorities,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  I 
am  right  in  my  opinion  that  it  is  a  matter  the 
House  has  nothing  to  do  with.  I  contend  that  it 
would  be  discourteous  to  the  GoTemor  to  deal 
with  this  matter  now.  He  complains  in  his 
memorandum  of  haying  been  condemned  unheard, 
of  haying  had  no  one  to  defend  him ;  yet  now 
we  are  asked  to  consider  this  matter  without 
giyine  his  ExceUen^  time  to  quote  the  precedent 
to  which  he  has  alluded.  The  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  cannot  preiudice 
the  question ;  therefore  I  shall  support  the  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— The  honorable  gentleman 
has  carefully  ayoided  any  allusion  to  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  has  not  said  one  word 
about  the  acyoumment.  In  all  he  has  said,  he 
has  carefully  misstated  the  question  at  issue. 
The  House  is  not  complainins  that  the  Goyemor 
refused  to  take  the  adyice  of  nis  Ministers.  The 
honorable  gentleman  knows  that.  What  the 
House  complains  of  is,  that  the  GK>yemor  has 
taken  cognizance  of  what  was  going  forward  in 
this  House,  and  made  that  a  reason  why  he  re- 
fused to  foUow  the  adyice  given  him  by  his 
Ministers.  I  shall  oppose  the  adjournment  for 
reasons  which  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words,  and 
which  should  be  sufficient  to  induce  every  member 
of  the  House  to  vote  against  it.  A  common  case 
of  privile^  in  this  House  takes  precedence  of  all 
other  business.  This  is  an  extraordinary  case, 
seeing  that  it  involves  the  prifileges  of  thitf 
House  and  of  every  settler  in  the  country,  and 
therefore  it  should  take  precedence  of  everything. 
I  suppose  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  has 
counted  noses,  and  has  found  that  this  will  not 
be  a  stepping-stone  to  assist  him  into  power,  and 
therefore  he  is  anxious  to  move  it  out  of  his  path ; 
but  I  can  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  that  there 
are  many  other  stumbling-blocks  in  his  way,  and 
that  on  the  next  occasion  that  he  attempts  to 
eet  on  to  those  benches  he  will  fail,  not  from  one, 
but  from  many  accidents.  I  strongly  recommend 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  endeavour  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  are  other  matters  of 

Eublio  business  besides  that  of  reseating  certain 
onorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches.  jBe  talks 
about  letting  us  get  to  the  business  of  the  country, 
but  the  business  of  the  country  in  his  view  means 
that  we  should  again  place  him  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  I  cannot  support  the  acyoum- 
ment.   

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— -As  a  point  of  order,  I 
should  like  to  Imow  if,  the  House  having  ordered 
this  matter  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  we 
have  any  alternative  from  proceeding  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.— It  is  quite  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  House  to  vary  its  own  order  when  it 
pleases. 

Mr.  TBAVEBS.— Before  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment is  put,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  what  has  fallen  from 
some  honorable  members.  For  my  own  part,  I 
am  indifferent  on  the  point  of  adjournment,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  I  am  unable  to  see  how 
the  privileges  of  this  House  can  be  affected  by 
I  the  discussion  of  the  memoranda  placed  upon 
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the  table  bj  Ministers.  I  may  point  out  that 
the  question,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned, 
was  settled  by  the  assertion  of  its  privileges  and 
the  communication  of  that  assertion  by  a  resolu- 
tion being  forwarded  to  the  GoTemor.  His  Ex- 
cellency does  not  attempt  in  the  sh'ghtest  degree, 
in  his  memorandum,  to  deal  with  this  question, 
either  by  way  of  confession  or  by  way  of  aroid- 
ance.  He  finds  himself  in  an  embarrassing  posi- 
tion, owing  to  the  relations  between  himself  and 
his  Cabinet.  His  Excellency  puts  the  matter 
thus :  "  Owing  to  the  position  in  which  I  am 
placed  by  the  Cabinet,  owing  to  the  attitude 
that  they  have  taken,  and  owing  to  the  attitude 
they  at  present  take  in  the  House,  I  am  not 
able  to  give  that  definite  reply  which  I  should 
otherwise  have  been  able  to  give."  If  the  Minis- 
try had  taken  a  constitutional  course,  if  they 
had  come  down  to  this  House  and  signified  that 
they  had  resigned  because  His  Excellency  had  re- 
fused to  take  their  advice  by  reason  of  something 
which  was  going  on  in  this  House,  then  I  should 
have  supported  their  action  at  all  cost.  I  was 
preparea  when  the  matter  was  first  brought 
Defore  the  House,  and  I  am  prepared  now,  to 
support  the  Ministry  in  a  constitutional  course 
if  the  privileges  of  the  House  were  sought  to 
be  invaded.  But  I  look  upon  the  privilege  ques- 
tion as  entirely  apart  from  the  question  as  to 
the  constitutional  relations  between  the  Cabinet 
and  the  Governor,  and  their  several  relations  to 
this  House.  The  privileges  of  this  House  have  al- 
ready been  asserted,  and  I  do  not  gather  that  His 
Exoellenoy  has  any  intention  of  referring  that 
question  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  rwid  the 
matter  entirely  differently.  No  doubt  His  Ex- 
cellency has  said  he  will  refer  the  whole  question, 
but  we  must  look  at  the  context,  and  I  take  it 
that  he  refers  only  to  the  action  of  the  Executive 
and  the  position  in  which  he  has  been  placed  by 
them  in  regard  to  this  House — the  circumstance 
that  they  will  not  defend  His  Excellency  in  this 
House  while  they  still  choose  to  retain  office. 
The  Premier  told  us  the  other  night  that  he  at 
once,  in  obedience  to  those  instincts  which  are 
characteristic  not  only  of  a  gentleman,  but  of  a 
gentleman  occupying  his  position,  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  tender  his  resignation,  but  that  he 
was  overborne  by  the  advice  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet.  It  is  a  pity  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  obey  his  own  instincts.  He 
would  then  have  received  the  support  of  every 
member  of  this  House  j  he  would  have  received 
the  support,  at  all  events,  of  those  who  have  any 
respect  for  the  privileges  of  this  House.  I 
respect  the  privileges  of  this  House,  and  I  im- 
hesitatingly  say  that  I  should  have  supported  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  he  taken  the  course 
which  constitutionally  he  ought  to  have  taken  in 
reference  to  this  matter.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  will  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  interfere  with  the  privileges  of 
this  House,  either  in  the  past  or  in  the  future, 
as  afi^Bcted  by  any  action  on  the  part  of  His 
Excellency.  Its  privileges  have  been  fully  as- 
serted, and  the  memorandum  of  His  Excellency 
simply  says  that  it  is  his  intention  to  refer  the 
whole  question  between  himself  and  his  Cabinet 
3fr.  Travert 


to  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  should  like  to 
know  to  what  extent  that  decision  will  affect 
the  privileges  of  this  House.  None  in  the  least. 
But  His  Excellency  has  a  right  to  refer  his  own 
position  and  conduct,  and  the  course  he  has  taken 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  is  his  recognized  superior. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — May  I  ask  you,  Sir, 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman  is  speaking  to 
the  question  of  adjournment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  genUe- 
man  is  travelling  beydhd  the  question. 

Mr.  TBAVERS.  — I  do  not  wish  to  travel 
beyond  the  question.  I  am  giving  reasons  why  I 
think  there  should  be  no  objection  to  the  adjourn* 
ment  of  the  debate  ;  because  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  does  not  in  the  slightest  degree  affect 
the  question  of  privilege,  which  has  already  been 
decided.  I  think,  when  honorable  members  are 
permitted  to  cast  reflections  upon  my  ^nduot  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  and  to  read  quotations 
from  my  speeches,  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
should  be  accorded  to  me  while  I  endeavour  to 
show  that  there  has  been  no  inconsistency  in  my 
endeavour  to  maintain  the  privileges  of  this 
House,  and  in  my  reflections  upon  tiie  oondocfc 
of  Ministers  in  regard  to  the  position  which  they 
have  taken  up  with  respect  to  his  Excellency. 
The  two  positions  are  entirely  distinct.  I  nerer 
wavered  in  the  slightest  degree  in  regard  to  the 
opinion  I  have  expressed  in  this  House.  It  is  all 
very  well  for  gentlemen  who  really  do  not  go 
profoundly  into  these  questions  to  attempt  to 
give  a  colour  to  language  which  it  does  not  pro- 
perly bear.  My  language  bore  upon  a  particular 
point,  and  if  honorable  gentlemen  confuse  and 
confound  it  I  cannot  help  it.  It  must  be  attri- 
buted to  their  idiosyncracies.  If  I  thought  the 
adjournment  would  m  any  degree  militate  ajninst 
the  assertion  of  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
or  if  I  thought  his  Excellency  had  referred  thai 

Juestion  to  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
should  go  into  the  lobby  with  the  "Noes." 
But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  This  House 
has  in  a  most  distinct  and  emphatic  manner  as- 
serted its  privileges — ^it  has  always  asserted  its 
privileges ;  but  such  a  motion  as  mine,  whether 
carried  or  not,  is  not  Ukely  to  affect  the  position 
of  the  Government  in  the  slightest  degree.  They 
would  not  have  resigned  if  it  had  been  carried, 
nor  should  I  have  been  called  upon  by  his  Ex- 
cellency to  form  a  Ghovernment.  They  would 
have  accepted  the  contemplated  censure,  as  they 
have  accepted  other  censures,  with  perfect  equa- 
nimity. But  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  motion 
should  not  be  postponed.  The  Government  will 
survive  the  postponement,  and  it  will  give  honor- 
able gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
difference  between  the  question  of  constitutional 
law  as  it  now  stands  between  his  Excellency  and 
his  Ministers,  and  the  question  affecting  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— One  veir  often  hears,  <m 
both  sides  of  the  House,  a  aeclaration  of  this 
kind :  "  This,  Sir,  is  not  a  party  question,  and  we 
hope  the  House  will  not  make  it  a  party  ques- 
tion." It  would  be  refreshing  to  believe  thai 
this  is  really  the  case }  but  I  Imve  lost  all  fioth 
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in  protestations  of  that  sort.  When  we  find  a 
quiet,  stolid  old  gentleman  like  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  the  Wellington  Countir 
District  framing  most  absurd  reasons  for  the  ad- 
joomment,  we  know  rerj  well  that  it  is  not  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  that  exercises  his  mind.  The  fact  is,  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont,  smarting  under  a 
sense  of  great  anxietj,  saw  at  once  that  there 
would  be  no  escape  from  a  political  Siberia  if  the 
lumorable  member  for  Wellington  City  had  an 
opportonitj  of  bringing  forwai^d  his  motion.  It 
is  quite  evident  that  tMs  is  being  made  a  P&rty 
question  ;  but  the  part j  will  not  respond.  They 
hare  been  tried.  The  whips  haye  been  brought 
into  requisition,  but  the  party  will  not  make  any 
forward  morement.  I  ha?e  heard  of  people 
being  extinguished,  but  it  is  a  strange  sight  to 
see  a  man  extingnish  himself.  That  is  just  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  has 
done.  Kow,  let  us  look  at  this  CitMipel  according 
to  St.  Peter,  if  I  may  use  the  term.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  two  or  three  days  ago,  took  up  this 
subject  in  the  most  earnest  manner  possible.  He 
waa  the  champion  of  our  priyileges.  He  dis- 
tinctly laid  it  down  that  it  was  not  a  question 
between  the  QoTomor  and  his  Ministers— it  was 
a  question  between  the  Qt>yeraor  and  this  House. 
On  that  understanding  the  matter  was  discussed 
before  the  Committee ;  and,  although  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  not  present  when  the  report 
was  adopted,  he  mored  its  adoption  in  the  House 
OQ  a  statement  which  absolutely  confirmed  it. 
Yet  he  talks  about  the  instincts  which  should 
characterize  a  gentleman,  and  says  that  if  the 
Goremment  had  had  the  instincts  which  should 
ebaraeterixe  eentlemen  they  would  hare  resigned 
when  their  adTice  was  refused. 

Mr.  TBAVERS.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — ^The  honorable  gentleman 
said  that  if  the  Goyemment  had  had  the  cha- 
imcteristics  of  gentlemen  they  would  haye  re- 
ngned. 

Mr.  TBAVERS.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  should  in  fiye 
Biinutes  forget  what  he  said. 

Mr.  TRA VERS.- 1  said  that  the  Premier,  in 
obedience  to  the  instincts,  not  only  of  a  gentleman, 
bat  of  a  gentleman  occupying  his  position,  said 
tiiat  it  was  his  intention  to  resign,  but  that  he  was 
diseuaded  from  doing  so  by  the  other  members 
of  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — ^The  honorable  gentleman 
has  put  his  foot  into  it  The  Premier,  who  had 
the  matincts  of  a  gentleman,  was  prepared  to 
resign,  but  his  colleagues 

Mr.  TRAYERS.—I  did  not  say  what  their 
instincts  were. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — No,  but  I  can  tell  the 
honorable  sentleman  what  they  are.  They  are 
instincts  which  will  at  least  bear  fayourable  com- 
parison with  his.  The  honorable  gentleman  says 
that  the  adjournment  can  do  no  harm,  and  that 
oetther  good  nor  harm  can  come  out  of  the 
refieraiee  oi  the  question  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  been 
Moustomed^  in  the  course  of  a  long  professioiiAl 


life,  to  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  cause, 
and  I  ¥ras  therefore  not  in  the  least  surprised  to 
hear  him  use  such  arguments  as  he  has  used  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  to-night.  If  we  refer  this 
question  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  he  is  to 
settle  the  question  of  the  priyileges  of  this  House, 
why  not  refer  the  whole  ouestion  to  him  at  once? 
If  we  adjourn  for  a  weec,  we  are  allowing  him 
to  lay  down  what  our  priyileges  are.  That  is 
the  real  question.  The  honorable  gentleman  may 
coyer  it  up  in  a  cloud  of  words,  but  that  is  the 
real  question  which  still  remains.  It  is  not  a 
question  between  the  Gt>yemor  and  the  Secretary 
of  State.  It  is  a  question  of  our  conduct  and  the 
conduct  of  this  House,  and  the  House  is  ten  times 
more  concerned  in  it  than  we  are.  Argument 
of  that  kind  would  not  deceiye  fools,  much  less 
men  of  ordinary  intellect.  Then  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  guilty  of  a  weakness  when  he 
quoted  his  speeches.  He  ought  neyer  to  read 
them.  There  is  as  great  a  diiference  between 
the  honorable  gentlemen's  speeches  as  could  well 
be  imagined.  Take  up  Mansard  for  the  last 
three  months,  and  it  will  be  found  that  his 
speeches  will  bear  out  eyeiy  opinion  that  has 
been  uttered  on  any  side  of  any  question.  As  a 
matter  of  course,  he  frequently  contradicts  him- 
self. But  then  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he 
neyer  wayers,  which  is  a  rather  "  tall "  statement, 
coming  from  that  quarter,  if  I  understand  wayer- 
ing  to  mean  floating  about  from  one  opinion  .to 
another,  saying  one  thing  to-day  and  another 
to-morrow,  with  the  chance  of  saying  something 
else  the  next  day.  I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  wayered  most  unmistakably.  He  is 
the  political  will-o'-the-wisp.  You  neyer  know 
where  to  haye  him ;  he  cannot  be  oauffht.  I 
confess  we  did  try  to  drop  a  little  salt  on  nis  tail, 
but  he  changed  position  too  rapidly  for  us.  Sir, 
the  whole  secret  of  the  matter  is  this :  There 
is  in  this  House  now  what  has  been  termed  a 
baby — an  infant  phenonemon — and  it  has  been 
hawked  about  the  House  so  much  that  the  per- 
ambulator of  that  infant  politician  has  broken 
down.  My  honorable  friend's  motion,  which 
was  to  turn  out  the  Ministry,  and  which  was  to 
enable  him  to  soar  into  position  as  a  member  of 
a  new  Cabinet,  has  to  make  way  for  the  child. 
Well,  I  can  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
the  motion  for  adjournment  will  not  do  that. 
Eren  at  the  risk  of  beinff  accused  of  cruelty  to 
children  it  is  (^uite  possible  that  the  child  wUl 
want  that  political  milk  upon  which  it  has  been 
nourished.  The  honorable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  says  Ministers  should  haye  resigned 
when  the  question  between  them  and  His  Excel- 
lency was  brought  forward.  That  is,  to  my  mind, 
the  real  substance  of  the  question  between  the 
Ministry  and  the  Qoyemor.  I  contend  we  are 
not  bound  to  resign. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— He  said  that  you  should 
not  resign. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Yes ;  but  that  was  a  few 
days  ago.  Sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  admit  of 
a  complete  reyolution  in  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's opinions.  But  within  the  last  haUT-hour 
he  said  that  we  ought  to  resisn.  I  say  that  we 
oaght  not  to  do  anything  ox  the  kind.    If  m 
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did,  it  would  Banction  this  practice.  His  Ex- 
cellency might  not  like  his  own  Ministers.  He 
might  prefer  the  old  leayen ;  he  might  be  sigh- 
ing for  a  return  to  the  flesh-pots  of  the  political 
Egypt ;  and  he  could  Tcrj  easily  decline  to  accept 
the  adyice  of  his  Ministers.  I  may  say  that, 
although  some  of  us  are  young,  we  hare  cut 
our  wisdom-teeth.  We  are  not  going  to  be  de- 
ceiyed  in  that  way.  We  felt  that  Uiere  was  a 
much  more  important  question  underiying  this 
matter  than  many  people  suppose ;  and,  for  my 
part,  I  do  not  mean  to  sink  that  more  important 
question  to  the  exigencies  of  party.  I  do  not 
care  a  pin  whether  this  motion  be  carried  or  not, 
but  I  haye  the  utmost  scorn  for  any  honorable 
gentlemen  who,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  mere 
party  triumph,  are  content  to  abandon  their  pri- 
yileges.  This  is  not  a  question  of  this  session 
or  Uiis  Parliament — ^it  is  a  question  which  will 
effect  our  institutions  for  generations  to  come. 
I  ask  the  House  not  to  be  misled.  There  are 
people  who  say,  "  This  is  an  unimportant  matter. 
What  we  want  to  do  is  to  get  our  Bills  passed 
through,  so  that  we  may  go  home;"  but  I  say 
that  the  moment  this  Parliament  allows  its 
priyileges  to  be  infringed  it  is  entering  upon  the 
first  stage  of  decay,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Parliament  which  resists  the  first  attempt  to 
infringe  its  priyileges  is  the  one  which  is  taking 
a  proper  stand  in  defence  of  its  own  rights. 
The  House  is  being  called  upon  now  to  abandon 
the  strong  position  it  has  held,  and  to  throw 
that  position  to  the  winds.  I  hope  the  House 
wiU  not  consent  to  this  proposal  for  acHoumment. 
We  are  now  in  oommumcation  with  the  Go- 
yemor,  and  he  has  giyen  us  good  reasons  for  not 
replying  to  our  message.  It  is  well  known  that 
by  the  outgoing  mail  ful  this  conespondence  will 
go  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  without  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  this  House.  I  may 
say  ihsX  I  am  quite  prepared  to  stake  my  position 
on  a  question  of  this  kind.  It  is  a  question  on 
which,  to  my  mind,  any  Ministry  shouUL  be  proud 
to  go  out  of  office.  All  we  wish  to  ascertain  is, 
bow  far  the  priyileges  of  this  House  are  to  be 
inyaded.  We  might  haye  resigned,  and  we 
might  haye  resigned  without  bringing  back  the 
old  party  to  office ;  but  I  contend  that  my 
honorable  friend  the  Premier  pursued  the  proper 
course  when  he  declined  to  resign  until  he  had 
seen  how  far  our  priyileges  were  to  be  inyaded. 
Whateyer  may  be  the  result  of  this  motion,  or  of 
this  session,  I  shall  look  back  with  pleasure  to 
the  part  I  haye  taken  in  defending  the  priyileges 
of  this  House  eyen  against  His  Excellency  the 
Goyemor.  I  say  this  is  a  matter  which  ought 
not  to  be  postponed  for  a  week.  An  honorable 
gentleman  has  said  that  the  question  has  been 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to  pick  a 
bone  with  the  Q-oyemor ;  but  I  say  that  it  is  not 
so.  The  question  at  issue  was  simply  whether  or 
not  His  Excellency  the  6k>yemor  should  act  on  the 
adyice  of  his  Adyisers  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  gentleman  to  a  seat  in  the  Legulatiye 
Council.  I  hope  the  motion  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HODGEINSON.  ~  I   shaU  oppoM  the 
moumment  of  the  debate.    I  think  the  honor- 
Mr.  aheekan 


able  member  for  Totara  has  giyen  suffident 
reasons  why  the  debate  should  not  be  adjourned, 
and  I  think  that  no  other  reasons  than  those 
urged  by  that  honorable  gentleman  are  needed. 
As  regarids  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  Country  Districts  that,  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy,  we  should  wait  until  the  Cbyernor 
gets  the  omnion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  or  Sir 
Hercules  llobinson,  I  can  only  say  that  I  think 
it  is  absurd.  In  my  opinion  Uie  question  should 
be  gone  on  with  at  once.  As  I  understand  this 
question,  it  appears  to  me  that,  since  the  House 
decided  that  there  was  one  breach  of  priyilsge,  a 
second  case  of  breach  of  priyilege  has  arisen.  Ilie 
6k>yernor  lays  it  down  distinctly  that  the  case 
cannot  be  settled  in  the  colony,  and  therefore  he 
has  decided  to  forward  it  for  the  consideration  and 
decision  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 
Then  his  Excellency  says,  '*In  conclusion,  the 
Gk>yemor  would  wish  to  state  that,  in  reply 
to  a  telegram  from  himself,  he  has  heard  from 
Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  that  a  precedent,  which 
appears  yery  nearly  similar,  did  occur  to  Lord 
Belmore,  and  that  his  action  was  approyed  of  by 
the  Secretary  of  State."  He  assumes  that  our 
decisions  are  to  be  approyed  of  by  the  Secretaiy 
of  State;  and  I  say  that  that  is  an  inMngement 
of  the  priyileees  of  this  House.  This  sort  of 
thing  cannot  be  decided  anywhere  out  of  the 
colony.  I  shall  yote  against  the  a^joummeot; 
and,  moreoyer,  if  we  agree  to  acyoum  for  a  week 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Trayen^  may  change  his  mind  again. 

Sir  Or,  G-BEY.— Sir,  shame  has  been  cast  on 
this  Assembly  by  the  remarks  which  feU  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  He  said  that  these 
questions  of  our  priyileges  were  to  be  submitted  to 
tne  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Sir,  when 
the  honorable  gentleman  said  this,  he  implied 
shame  to  the  people  of  New  Zeahind,  and  he  hss 
brought  shame  upon  himself  b^  telling  us  that 
it  was  our  duty  to  submit  questions  of  that  kind 
to  the  decision  of  any  foreign  authority.  I  will 
say,  further,  that  shame  fiiUs  upon  the  Opposition 
for  not  proceeding  with  the  yote  of  censure  on 
the  Goyemment  which  they  brought  forward, 
and  for  allowing  that  yote  of  censure  to  stand 
oyer,  so  that,  as  they  belieyed,  the  correspondenoe 
between  His  Excellency  and  the  Gt>yemment,  and 
the  statement  that  a  yote  of  censure  upon  the 
Gbyemment  was  pending,  would  leaye  the  col<my 
concurrently.  Not  that  we  care  for  that.  Those 
labour  under  a  mistake  who  think  that  thif 
Goyemment  will  so  far  forget  itself  as  to  ib^ 
ward  any  explanation  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
either  regarding  the  question  of  priyilege  which 
has  been  raised  or  the  proposed  yote  of  censure 
of  the  Opposition.  We  Imow  too  well  what  we 
owe  to  this  House  and  the  country  to  demean 
ourselyes  to  that  extent.  I  ask  the  House  pa- 
tiently to  consider  the  points  which  haye  been 
raised,  and  which  are  to  be  submitted  to  some 
external  authority,  and  then  to  consider  whether 
this  debate  should  be  adjourned.  The  first  point 
is  this  :  The  Goyemor  claims  the  rigbt  of  de- 
clining to  take  the  adyice  of  his  Besponsible 
Ministers  whilst  a  yote  of  want  of  confidence  is 
pending :  that  is  to  say,  that^  if  there  are  suooes- 
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lire  molioiifl  of  want  of  confidence  xnoTed^  tbe 
Qoremor  of  New  Zealand  may,  for  an  indefinite 
term,  go?em  without  Besponsible  AdTisers.  Now, 
Sir,  we  bdieyed  that  that  was  a  queetion  which 
we  ought  to  consider.  That  was  to  us  an  entirely 
new  question ;  and  I  aknost  think,  Sir,  that  the 
Ooreroor  has  been  enooimged  bj  the  conduct  of 
prerious  Administrations  in  the  belief  that  he 
possessed  those  powers.  Perhaps  the  late  Ad- 
mimstration  allowed  him  to  exercise  them  with- 
out remonstrance:  I  almost  think  so.  We  felt 
it  to  be  our  datj  to  test  the  question.  Though 
we  thought  that  the  6K>?emor,  if  he  chose, 
had  a  perfect  right  to  maintain  that  he  had 
those  powers,  we  beliered  that  those  powers 
were  not  oonstitutionallj  vested  in  His  Exoel- 
leoc7,  and  that  consequently  we  had  a  right 
to  test  the  question.  We  belieTcd,  further,  that 
the  only  tribunal  before  which  this  question 
could  be  broueht  was  this  House.  My  colleagues 
and  myself  had  to  act  under  norel  circum- 
staneee,  and  we  deemed  it  to  be  our  duty  to  use 
no  language  which  could  offend  anybody,  but 
simply  to  lay  the  papers  before  the  House,  and 
let  the  House  take  whaterer  action  it  thought 
psoner  regarding  them.  I  hold  that  we  ap- 
pealed to  the  proper  tribunal,  and  that  we  took 
the  proper  means  of  trying  Uie  appeal.  If  we 
were  wrong,  we  were  the  parties  who  should 
•offer;  and,  if  the  Gkyremor  was  wrong,  what 
haim  could  haie  happened  to  him  ?  Well,  Sir, 
mdditional  questions  na?e  now  arisen,  which  I 
think  this  House  alone  can  decide,  and  I  think  it 
ought  to  decide  them  promptly.  We  are  told  that 
the  Goyemor  is  responsible  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  alone.  I  belieye  that  that  is  a  most  danger- 
ous doctrine.  Now,  I  will  define  what  the  true 
position  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  6K>yemor 
ou^it  to  be — but  I  may  say  that  that  position  has 
witiiin  the  last  few  years  been  unconstitutionally 
altered.  The  true  position  of  the  Goyemor  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  ought  to  be  this:  TheSecre- 
taiy  of  State  ought  to  recommend  Her  Majesty 
to  appoint  a  certain  gentleman  to  be  Gt)yemor 
of  a  colony.  But  the  Secretaiy  of  State  does  not 
sow  use  language  of  that  kind.  He  says  to  the 
Goremor,  "  I  haye  appointed  you,"  or,  "  I  now 
appoint  you."  I  hold  that  that  language  is  in- 
ocnrrect,  unlawfully  used,  and  derogatory  alike  to 
tbe  dignity  of  the  Queen  and  to  the  rights  of  her 
subjects.  Tbe  moment  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
appointed  a  Goyemor,  all  responsibility  of  the 
Cskrfemor  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State  ceases.  The 
Gtrremor  then  becomes  responsible  to  tbe  laws 
and  to  the  Constitution  of  the  colony  to  which 
he  has  been  appointed.  He  knows  nothing  of 
ifa0  Secretary  of  State ;  he  knows  nothing  but  his 
duty  to  the  country  which  he  goyems,  and  tbe  oath 
which  he  has  taken,  to  goyem  according  to  law. 
It  might  as  justly  be  iaid,  when  a  Judge  is 
jdaced  on  the  oench  by  a  superior  authority,  that 
the  Jud^  is  responsible  to  the  authority  which 
plaeed  bmi  there.  No  such  responsibility  exists. 
Tbe  powers  of  a  Goyemor  are  transcendental, 
exceeding  eyen  those  of  a  Judge.  In  his  hands 
alone  rests  tbe  issue  of  life  aiui  death — the  last 
appeals  'of  the  condemned  for  pardon ;  in  his 
Imms  rest  mai^*  powers  of  that  kind.    Can  it 


be  said  that  for  the  exercise  of  suoh  powers  as 
he  by  law  holds  he  is  responsible  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  ?  Is  he  not  responsible  to  the  laws  of 
bis  country,  to  tbe  laws  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  country  which  he  may  goyem?  We  oueht 
to  settle  that  question  and  decide  that  pomt. 
Again,  Sir,  we  are  told  that  the  Secretu^  of 
State  has  the  power  of  deciding  these  ques- 
tions of  great  rights  and  priyil^ges  which  are 
ander  our  consideration.  His  Excellency  has 
stated  that,  and  tbe  honorable  member  for  Bg- 
mont  has  stated  it  in  tbe  face  of  this  House. 
But  I  say  that  of  the  Secretary  of  State  we  ab- 
solutely know  nothing — ^for  the  Secretary  of  State 
we  absolutely  care  nothing.  The  Constitution 
Act  of  this  colony  expressly  says  that  the  onty 
relation  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  stands 
to  us  is  this:  that,  upon  certain  subiects,  he 
communicates  to  this  Gk>yemment  Her  Majesty's 
commands.  That  is  the  whole  duty  of  the  Seore* 
tary  of  State.    Let  him  confine  bintself  to  his 

rx>per  fonotions  and  to  his  proper  duties,  as 
belieye  he  wilL  We  will  confine  ourselyes  to 
our  functions  and  to  our  duties,  and  we  will  see 
that  no  respect  is  wanting  to  ourselyes.  What- 
eyer  tbe  honorable  member  for  Bgmont  may  si^, 
and  whaterer  his  supporters  may  say  in  this 
House,  he  jrill  find  that  the  statement  he  has 
made  thii  night  is  not  one  which  he  ought  to  haye 
made.  It  is  a  statement  which  will  ne?er  recdye 
sanction  here  or  from  the  people  of  the  colony. 
These  questions  are  really  questions  of  the 
most  yital  importance.  Let  us  reflect  for  one 
moment  upon  our  position.  Undoubtedly  there 
is  some  correspondence  going  on  between  the 
6K>yemor  here  and  the  Goyemors  of  the  other 
colonies  on  this  question ;  and  I  say  it  behoyee 
all  of  us  to  take  care  that  no  other  adyisers  but 
ourselyes  are  called  on  to  giye  counsel  or  adyice 
upon  the  issues  that  are  before  us.  Sir  Hercules 
Robinson  has  nothing  to  do  with  us.  We  do  not 
interfere  with  him.  No  external  authority  shall 
interfere  here.  The  people  of  New  Zealand  are 
-perfectly  capable  of  settling  these  questions  them- 
selves. Our  statesmen,  I  contend,  are  no  whit 
behind  those  of  any  other  country.  All  sorts  of 
questions  of  the  most  embarrassing  nature,  which 
may  shatter  the  Empire,  may  arise,  if  this  kind 
of  interference  is  permitted.  You  are  aware 
that  in  other  colonies  questions  ha?e  arisen  as 
to  the  conditions  under  which  dissolutions  are 
to  be  allowed  by  the  Goyemors,  and  yarious 
precedents  are  being  set  up  in  those  colonies.  If 
once  the  principle  is  established  that  the  yarious 
colonial  Goyemors  may  consult  with  one  another, 
and  really  establish  a  code  of  laws  for  these 
colonies,  the  most  disastrous  results  must  take 
place.  I  say  that  we  ought,  at  the  outset  of 
proceedings  of  this  kind,  quietly  and  in  a  pro^ 
spirit,  simply  to  say  that  we  will  ourseWes  mam- 
tain  our  aosolute  rights— that,  as  the  people  of 
Ghreat  Britain  are  entirely  free  in  their  form  of 
goyemment  as  administered  in  the  British  Islands, 
so  we  are  absolutely  free  in  our  form  of  goyem- 
ment as  administered  in  New  Zealand.  We 
must  maintain  this :  that  our  statesmen,  within 
the  limits  of  New  Zealand,  are  as  capable  of 
deciding  what  their  rightv  are,  and  of  fiath* 
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fullj  and  properly  upholding  those  rights,  as 
the  statesmen  of  Great  Britain  are  capable  of 
maintaining  their  rights  within  the  limits  of 
the  British  Islands.  The  statesmen  of  Great 
Britain  possess  the  right  of  claiming  a  dissolu- 
tion under  certain  circumstances,  and  we  hare 
the  same  right.  If  thej  have  the  right  of 
olaimine  a  dissolution  absolutelj  unfett^ed  by 
all  conditions,  and  if  the  Crown  never  imposes 
conditions  on  the  statesmen  of  England  when  it 
grants  a  dissolution,  are  we  not  to  be  trusted 
with  the  same  freedom  P  Beallj  these  questions 
do  not  onlj  contain  the  substanoe  that  appears 
on  the  first  inspection,  but  there  are  Ijing  hidden 
beneath  them  great  princr^es,  which  ckim  our 
most  earnest  attention.  What  I  think  has  not 
been  sufficiently  considered  is  this:  that,  when 
we  talk  of  remitting  this  question  to  the  decision 
of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  as  was  proposed  to-night 
in  this  House,  we  must  remember  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  time  being  may  be  considered 
as  the  exponent  of  the  feelings  and  the  principles 
of  a  certain  party ;  that  the  yiews  of  parties  alter 
in  England,  and  alter  more  especially  m  reference 
to  the  Colonial  Empire.  Some  twenty  years  ago — 
I  think  it  was  not  longer  ago  than  that — the  desire 
of  the  pftrty  then  in  power  was  to  break  up  the 
Empire.  That  desire  was  firequently  expresMd  in 
the  most  open  language  ;  that  desire  was  followed 
out  by  patent  acts ;  that  desire  was  actually  in 
some  respects  accomplished.  For  instance,  in 
South  Africa  they  did  break  up  the  Empire ; 
they  did,  at  the  sole  will  of  the  Secretair  of  State, 
separate  certain  portions  of  the  Queen  s  subjects 
from  the  rest  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects ;  they 
did  declare,  without  the  authority  of  rarliament, 
that  British  subjects  inhabiting  certain  territories, 
whose  lands  had  been  granted  to  them  by  the 
Crown,  who  had  been  for  years  living  under  the . 
Crown,  and  faithfully  attached  to  it,  should,  from 
and  after  a  certain  date,  without  the  authority  or 
consent  of  Parliament,  cease  to  be  Her  Majesty's 
subjects.  Those  acts  were  accomplished  by  the 
sole  will  of  the  Government  for  the  time  being. 
The  right  of  the  Gt>vemment  to  accomplish  such 
acts  was  contested  by  a  number  of  men,  myself 
amongst  others.  We  were  told  that  legal  opinions 
had  been  taken  at  Home,  to  ascertain  whether 
these  powers  existed;  we  were  told  that  legal 
opinions  were  taken  that  satisfied  the  Secretaiy 
of  State ;  but  we  were  never  told  that  the  opinions 
of  the  proper  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  of  the 
Attorney-  and  Solicitor-Generals,  had  been  taken 
on  these  points ;  and  I  am  sure  they  never  had 
been  taken  until  the  acts  were  completed.  Those 
acts  were  performed :  and  now,  at  the  end  of 
twenty  years,  it  is  generally  admitted  that  those 
acts  were  absolutely  unlawful.  In  that  case,  a 
party  were  about  silently  to  break  up  the  Empire, 
and  to  provide  that  for  the  future  a  ereat  part  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race  was  to  be  broken  up  into 
small  powerless  communities,  without  any  common 
bond  of  union.  This  was  to  be  done  against  their 
own  consent :  without  their  own  knowledge  it  was 
to  be  done;  without  any  previous  preparation 
for  such  a  change  was  tbis^great  event  to  have 
been  brought  about.  I  believe  that  certain  simi- 
lar acts  recently  done  in  reference  to  New  Zea- 
8ir  a.  Qrey 


land  will  hereafter  be  found  to  have  been  unlaw- 
fully done.    We  were  told  that  legal  opinions 
had  been  taken  in  reference  to  those  acts.    I 
believe  that  the  opinions  of  the  British  Attomej- 
General  and  Solicitor-General,  in  reference  to  toe 
meaning  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  under  which 
they  purported  to  have  been  done,  never  hare 
been  taken.    But  recently,  within  the  last  lew 
months,  I  read  this  expression  as  having  been 
used  in  the  British  Parliament :  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  speaking  of  the  proceedings  for  break- 
ing up  the  Empire  to  which  I  have  alluded,  said, 
"  the  present  Government  viewed  them  with  de- 
testation "  (I  think  "  detestation  '*  was  the  word 
he  used) ;  the  Empire,  it  was  said,  was  now  to 
be  held  together  and  to  be  welded  together. 
And  then,  as  part  of  their  proceedings,  tliej 
took  up  a  plan  of  mine  for  the  federation  of  the 
whole  of  the  South  African  States.    This  bean 
on  what  is  going  on  here,  and  is  well  worthy  of 
consideration,  as  showing  the  tendency  of  partj 
feeling  at  this  moment  in  England  on  this  par- 
ticular subject.    They  have  resolved  to  weld  Uie 
Empire  into  one  great  federation  ;   and  that  is,  I 
am  sure,  ft  result  which  every  one  of  us  would 
delight  to  see.     We  should  aU  be  glad  to  see 
the  whole  English-speaking  race  ultimately  bound 
together  by  one  common  bond,   thus  forming 
a  federation  able,  silently  and  unostentatiooslj, 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  world  by  its  latent 
power  alone.    Kow  what  is  to  take  place  under 
the  new  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  with  the 
various  States  of  Soutu  Africa? — ^for  there  are 
many  of  them.    According  to  my  plan,  those  of 
them  that  elected  their  own  Governor  were,  if 
they  joined  the  federation,  still  to  be  at  lib^ 
to  do  so.    Those  that  had  two  Chambers  were 
to  continue  to  have  two  Chambers;    and  the 
Upper  House,  in  each  such  case,  was  to  coutinas 
an  elective  body,  according  to  the  OonstituUoos 
which  existed.    Those  that  had  only  one  Cham- 
ber, elected  by  the  people,  were  still  to  have  one 
Chamber  so  elected;  and  they  were  aU  to  hare 
the  power  of  regulating  their  own  internal  form 
of  government.    But,  by  the  Act  recently  passed, 
the  Constitution  forced  upon  New  Zealand,  or  a 
Constitution  precisely  similar  in  form,  is  to  bs 
forced  upon  each  State  which  comes  into  the 
federation.    Whether  its  Gt>vemor  is  elected  or 
not,  from  the  moment  it  comes  under  the  federa- 
tion the  Gt>vernor  is  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Crown.    Although  its  Legislative  Council  may  be 
elective,  from  the  moment  it  oomes  undw  the 
federation  the  Coundi  is  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Crown.    The  party  in  power  at  the  present  time 
in  the  British  Government  are  attempting  to  set 
up  throughout  the  Empire  a  similar  form  of  Con- 
stitution in  every  one  of  the  dependencies  of  the 
Crown,  thus  destroving  that  variety  of  Constitu- 
tion which,  in  my  belief,  would  tend  more  than 
anything  else  to  tiie  peace,  happiness,  imd  wel&re 
of  the  whole  Empire,  because  affording  those  dif- 
fering forms  of  government  which  geographical 
position  and  configuration,  distinctions  of  race, 
distinctions  of  laws,  distinctions  of  language,  and 
distinctions  of  customs  absolutely  demand.  Under 
such  a  system,  such  differenoee  and  diversities 
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of  forms  of  eoTemment,  under  one  great  federa- 
tion, would  hare  existed  as  would  naTe  aUowed 
experiments  and  ad?ances  in  political  knowledge, 
and  would  bare  created  an  emulation  amongst 
nations  as  to  their  respective  forms  of  govern- 
ment, which  must  have  produced  valuable  residts. 
Undoubtedly,  an  attempt  is  being  made  at  the 
present  moment  to  reduce  the  whole  of  the  Im- 
perial colonial  dependencies  to  one  set  form  of 
mstitutions ;  and  1  say  that  it  is  our  duty  to  take 
care  that  the  colonial  Governors  do  not  amongst 
themselves  settle  any  question  with  which  we 
ought  alone  to  deal,  and  equally  to  take  care  that 
a  question  the  decision  of  which  rests  absolutely 
with  us  should  not  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  say  that  it  would  be  the  most  disastrous 
thing  that  could  happen  to  us  at  present,  if  we 
permitted  any  such  settlement,  or  sanctioned  any 
such  reference.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
States  it  is  now  attempted,  by  indirect  means,  to 
coerce,  tknd  force  into  one  form  of  government, 
will  soon,  from  the  rapid  increase  and  energy  of 
the  An^o-Saxon  race,  form  a  large  proportion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world ;  and  the  form  of 
their  institutions  is  therefore  a  most  momentous 
question.  I  do  trust  that  the  House,  having 
entered  upon  the  discussion  of  this  question,  will 
not  now  falter;  that  the  Opposition,  having 
threatened  the  Government  with  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure, will  have  the  courage  to  go  on  with  it,  and 
will  not  now  shrink  in  a  co^^rdly  spirit  from 
doing  what  is  their  duty  to  themselves  and  their 
duty  to  this  country.  And,  Sir,  I  hope  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  gave  notice  of  this  vote 
of  censure  upon  the  Government,  will  himself 
have  the  manliness  to  go  on  with  that  which  he 
undertook.  If  he  is  t^y  the  representative  of 
the  people  of  Wellington  City — if  their  desire  is 
to  abandon  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  re- 
fer to  the  decision  ci  a  foreign  authority  a  matter 
wbioh  the  people  of  the  cok>ny  ought  to  decide 
tar  themselves — ^let  him  have  the  courage  to  en- 
deavour to  continue  to  enforce  that  desire.  If 
not,  then  let  him  have  the  manliness  to  admit 
that  he  has  committed  an  error.  If  he  feels 
that  he  has  done  wrong — that  in  the  step  he 
has  taken  he  is  not  supported  by  his  constituents 
— he  will  but  do  justice  to  himself,  to  those 
whom  he  represents,  and  to  the  6k>vemment,  by 
withdrawing  his  notice  of  motion  for  a  vote  c^ 


Kajor  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man entirely  misrepresents  what  I  said.  I  never 
for  a  moment  would  consent  to  allow  any  person 
to  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  this  House.  I 
said  distinctly  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  not  a 
qneetion  of  uie  privileges  of  this  House,  but  a 
constitational  question  involved  in  the  relation- 
ship between  His  Excellency  the  6h>?emor  and 
his  Advisers.  I  shall  never  be  found  handing 
over  to  any  one  the  privileges  of  this  House,  or 
appealing  from  this  House,  as  the  honorable 
member  himself  has  done,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  set  aside  its  doings. 

I%r  G.  GBET. — I  submit  that  this  is  a  question 
which  we  should  settle.  The  Secretary  of  State 
baa  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  relations 
between  the  Governor  of  New  2!ealand  and  his 

VOL,  xzyn.— 19. 


Responsible  Advisers :  he  should  confine  himself 

to  his  own  business. 
Question  put, "  That  the  debate  be  adjourned ;" 

upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 

following  result : — 

Ayes         88 

Noes         37 


Majority  for 


Arss. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.~  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Reid, 


Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Travers, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams. 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Diffnan, 
Mr.  Fi&er, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Chrey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  EeUy, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Blr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Maofarlane, 


Tellers. 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Blr.  Reynolds. 


The  motion  was  consequently  aaareed  to. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  move.  That  the  debate 
be  adjourned  to  this  day  week. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  should  like  once  more 
to  show  the  inconsistency  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Travers).  He 
fives  notice  of  a  resolution,  and  then,  when  a 
ivision  is  called  for,  so  that  the  question  may  be 
taken  into  consideration,  he  actually  votes  against 
it.  I  shall  move,  as  an  amendment.  That  the 
debate  be  adjourned  till  half -past  ten  o'clock  this 
evening.  In  doing  that,  I  mtend  to  give  the 
honorable  gentleman  an  opportunity  to  snow  that 
he  is  really  in  earnest  in  advocating  the  censure 
upon  the  Government.  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion in  the  mind  of  any  honorable  member  here 
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bat  that,  instead  of  the  prinleges  of  this  Hoofe 
being  guarded  bj  both  sides  of  the  House,  the 
raembnv  of  the  Opposition  ha?e  made  this  a 
party  question.  I  am  not  adyocating  either  one 
side  or  the  other — either  the  adoption  or  re- 
jection, of  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  Citj.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  agree  to  any  amendment  that  might  be 
proposed  e?en  bj  the  GhoTemment,  and  I  do  not 
at  the  present  time  say  what  are  my  yiewa  upon 
the  subject.  I  shall,  howerer,  call  for  anottier 
division,  in  order  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City  may  show  his  consistency  by 
Toting  with  me  when  I  propose  that  the  debate 
be  adjourned  until  half -past  ten  o'clock  this  even- 
ing. I  trust,  if  there  is  some  good  reason  why 
the  debate  should  not  be  taken  tnis  eyening,  that 
it  will  be  adjourned  till  half-past  two  to-morrow ; 
and  then  let  us  get  this  question  off  the  Order 
Paper  altogether.  I  would  withdraw  my  motion 
if  it  were  more  in  harmony  with  the  wishes  of 
the  House  that  the  debate  should  be  resumed 
.  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GhlSBOBNE.— I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  will  consent,  if  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  will  do  so,  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  till  Friday  next.  That 
will  gire  plenty  of  time  to  go  on  with  the  Land 
Bill,  and  will  also  enable  tl^  House  to  hare  its 
views  upon  this  important  question  sent  by  the 
same  mail  as  His  Excellency  the  Governor  is 
about  to  submit  the  question  of  the  constitu- 
tional privileges  of  this  Parliament  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Surely  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  does  not  object  to  our  views  being  sent 
Home  at  the  same  time  as  His  Excellency  has 
his  sent.  I  cannot  possibly  understand  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  place  the  House  in 
a  humiliating  position,  and  I  therefore  hope  he 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chadmers 
will  consent  that  the  debate  shall  be  resumed 
on  Friday.  That  will  give  time  for  some  reso- 
lution to  be  arrived  at.  If  it  is  agreed  with  His 
Excellenoy  the  Governor  that  questions  affect- 
ing the  principles  of  our  constitutional  govern- 
ment should  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  well  and  good — ^let  this  question  go  by  the 
same  mail  as  His  Excellency's  despatch  goes.  But 
if  we  do  not  agree  with  His  Excellences  views, 
then  let  our  remonstrance  go  by  the  same  mail. 
If  I  can  do  so,  I  will  move.  That  the  debate  be 
adjourned  till  half-past  two  o'clock  on  Friday, 
and  that  the  question  have  precedence  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  BEYKOLDa— I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  amendment. 

Leave  ffiven,  and  amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  B££S.— I  understand  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  does  not  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No.  I  understand  that 
two  members  on  the  opposite  side  propose  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BEES.— Then  I  take  it  that  the  Oppo- 
sition, or  what  stands  for  an  Opposition,  have 
determined  that  there  shall  be  no  expression  of 
opinion  from  this  House  sent  Home  at  the  same 
tune  as  the  Governor's  despatch  is  forwarded.  In 
Mr.  Eejfnolds 


that  case  the  Opposition  are  not  only  dragging 
representative  institutions  into  contempt,  but  are 
making  themselves  personally  objects  for  laughter 
all  over  the  country ;  and  not  one  of  them  who 
wiU  face  his  constituents — I  know  there  are  many 
who  would  never  dream  of  doing  such  a  thing- 
will  be  able  to  justify  his  conduct  of  to-night 
whether  he  meets  them  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  months  or  two  or  three  years.  But,  be  that 
as  it  may,  they  should  remember  that  at  present 
they  bold  a  sacred  trust  from  their  constituents, 
and  they  ought  to  be  careful  that  they  do  not 
surrender  the  privileges  of  this  House,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  priv})effes  of  the  people.  Are  the 
privileges  of  this  House  to  be  handed  over  to 
a  judge  not  constituted  by  this  Assembly,  and 
not  recognized  by  the  Constitution  Act^  but  who 
merely  has  power  to  appoint  a  portion  of  the 
.Government  of  the  colony  —  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Colonial  Affairs  in  England  ?  We  are 
not  only  asked  by  a  majority  of  one — I  should 
like  to  know  who  the  one  is 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— The  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City. 

Mr.  BEES. — No  doubt  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  is  a  fair  representative  of 
the  Opposition — a  body  with  no  cohesion,  without 
reason  m  its  argument,  and  which  has  forfeited 
every  shadow  of  self -respeot. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
man must  see  that  he  is  travelUog  beyond  the 
question.  The  question  is,  the  debate  having 
been  adjourned,  when  it  shall  be  resumed. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  trust  I  shall  have  some  other 
occasion  on  which  to  refer  to  the  Opposition,  but 
I  hope  the  House  will  consent  to  this  matter 
heing  acyoumed  till  Friday.  It  is  a  very  reason- 
able request,  so  that  the  matter  may  be  decided 
before  the  mail  leaves  for  England. 

Question  put,  ^'That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question  ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         88 

Noes         87 


Majority  for 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitaroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Blr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beid, 


Atb8. 

Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bichmond, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sliarp, 
Mr.  Staffi>rd, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Travers, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris. 
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Hr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Balfance, 
Mr.  Barff; 
Hr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Hr.  Buony, 
Hr.  De  lAotoiir, 
Hr.  Bignan, 
Hr^  Fiiber, 
Bit  a.  Grey, 
Hr.  Hamlin, 
Hr.  Hialop, 
Hr.  Hodgbnion, 
lir.  Joyee, 
Hr.  Kelly, 
Hr.  Lamacb, 
Hr.  Lnsk, 
Hr.  Hacandr0w, 
Hr.  Hac£urlane, 


N0X8. 

Hr.  Hontgomery, 
Hr.  Hurray, 
Hr.  Nabe, 
Hr.  O'Borke, 
Hr.  Pyke. 
Hr.  Beet, 
Hr.  SeatoD, 
Hr.  Sbeeban, 
Hr.  Sbrimski, 
Hr.  Stout, 
Hr.  Swanion, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Hr.  Thomson, 
Hr.  Tole, 
Hr.  Wakefield, 
Hr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers, 
Hr.  Gisbome, 
Hr.  Beynolds. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 

Hr.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  speak 
again  on  this  question,  but  an  bonorable  member 
near  me  agreed  that  a  compromise  should  be 
oome  to.  That  agreement,  however,  the  honor- 
able member  saw  nt  to  break.  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly that  the  members  of  the  Opposition  hare 
thought  fit  to  treat  this  as  a  party  question.  I 
hear  bonorable  members  laughing,  but  I  am  not 
at  9Si  Borprised  at  that,  particularly  at  the  honor- 
able mtober  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Rowe).  That 
honorable  gentleman  is  quite  ignorant  of  con- 
stitutional goremment,  and  he  is  not  likely  to 
apply  any  argument  but  laughter  to  a  question  of 
this  kind.  When  I  first  saye  notice  of  this  ques- 
tion of  priTilege  I  called  upon  those  who  might 
be  termed  the  leaders  of  the  House  to  stand  up 
lor  the  priTileges  of  the  House,  not  only  for  the 
sake  of  the  House,  but  for  the  Mke  of  their  repu- 
tations. Well,  what  do  we  see  ?  We  see  mem- 
bers running  about  the  lobbies  and  being  led 
about  by  whips,  possessing  no  mind  of  their  own. 
And  why  is  this  adjournment  asked  for  ?  Why 
has  it  been  pressed  on  with  so  much  eager- 
ness ?  Solely  to  get  the  clauses  in  the  Land  Bill 
which  deal  with  the  Canterbury  leases  passed 
at  once.  Last  year  we  saw  members  telegraphed 
for  to  Tote  upon  this  question,  and  a  bitter 
feeling  evoked,  simply  because  the  Canterbury 
runholders  wished  to  get  their  runs  on  inde- 
feasible leases.  A  deputation  of  runholders 
and  property-holders  came  up  specially  to  urge 
that  upon  the  House.  That  is  what  the  adjourn- 
ment IS  wanted  for  now.  We  saw  an  honorable 
member  get  up,  a  few  days  ago,  and  say  that  one 
of  the  main  reasons  why  he  distrusted  the  Gt>- 
▼emment  was  that  he  was  afraid  the  Premier 
would  not  giye  the  Canterbury  runholders  an 
extension  ot  their  leases.  That  was  the  gentle- 
man who  thought  some  dire  calamity  would 
befikll  the  colony  if  the  doctrine  of  equal  rights 
prerailed,  the  meaning  of  which  was  that  the 
runholders  would  lose  something  which  would 
gire  to  their  fellow-colonists  what  they  had  a 
ri^t  to  claim.  I  do  not  wish  to  charge  any  one 
with  being  a  partisan,  but  the  object  of  these 
eentlemen  goes  beyond  that  of  the  partisan.  It 
IS  not  the  with  to  place  the  honorable  member  for 


Egmont  in  power  that  actuates  those  honorable 
members.  There  are  many  honorable  members 
who,  like  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Trarers),  care  very  little  for  him,  but 
they  are  prepared  to  barter  away  their  indepen- 
dence in  this  House — for  what  P  To  secure  the 
Canterbury  leases.  What  do  they  care  about 
the  Land  Bill  ?  Directly  they  see  any  proyision 
that  tends  towards  liberalism  they  rote  against  it 
in  a  block,  and  so  much  influence  had  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  orer  the  late  Goyem- 
ment  that  he  could  induce  Hinisters  to  go  into 
the  lobby  against  their  own  Bills.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Cliye,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Kaiapoi  were  all  compelled  to  follow  his  lead 
when  he  told  them  some  harm  would  be  inflicted 
upon  the  Canterbuir  runholders  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  was 
agreed  to.  I  only  hope  an  opportunity  will  be 
afforded  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  say  if 
they  approye  of  this  shuffling  conduct.  It  is 
contrary  to  any  Parliamentary  rule  that  six  or 
seyen  members  of  a  House  should  constantly 
sway  from  one  side  to  the  other  so  long  as  they 
can  cany  through  their  little  schemes.  I  am 
glad  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  says 
"  Hear,  hear."  I  should  like  to  know  how  it  is 
that  he  can  make  priyate  bargains  with  these  six 
or  seyen  men.  He  has  been  lobbying  for  weeks, 
and  promising  to  carry  out  certain  bargains  with 
these  six  or  seyen  if  his  arrangements  should 
proye  successful.  Sir,  this  has  c^sed  to  be  party 
warfare.  It  is  becoming  a  mere  personal  fight, 
and  I  only  hope  the  people  of  New  Zealand  will 
haye  an  opportunitr  of  expressing  their  opinion 
of  such  conduct.  1  do  not  care  if  we  come  back 
from  the  country  a  small  minority.  I  would 
sooner  see  eight  or  ten  men  bound  together  upon 
true  principles,  having  a  fixed  platform,  than  I 
would  see  a  heterogeneous  majority,  with  no  de- 
fined political  creed.  I  need  not  allude  to  the 
yiews  of  particular  members  in  this  House.  Take 
them  in  twos  and  threes,  and  what  do  you  find  P 
What  are  their  yiews  on  the  land  question,  or 
the  question  of  the  incidence  of  taxation  P  They 
are  as  wide  asunder  as  the  poles.  Take  any 
other  question  of  the  day,  and  you  will  find  the 
same  difference  of  opinion ;  and  yet  they  ask  that 
this  question  shoula  be  adjourned.  Why  P  Not 
to  preserye  the  priyileges  of  this  House,  not  to 
preserye  the  constitutional  liberties  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand,  but  to  carry  out  a  purely  par- 
tisan and  factious  feeling.  There  is  no  one  more 
anxious  than  I  am  to  see  a  proper  Land  Bill 
passed ;  but,  from  what  I  hare  seen  in  this  House, 
the  chances  of  such  a  Bill  being  passed  are  yeiy 
remote.  Instead  of  honorable  members  taking 
an  intelligent  interest  in  the  Bill,  they  come  in 
when  the  diyision  bell  is  rung,  knowing  nothing 
about  the  Bill,  and  carins  nothing  about  it,  ex- 
cepting the  Canterbury  clauses.  They  come  in 
and  say,  **  What  is  the  question  P  how  shall  I 
yote  ?'*  And  they  yote  as  they  are  told.  Then 
there  are  other  members  who  take  a  liberal  yiew 
of  the  land  question,  but  they  neyer  attend  the 
debates  in  Committee.  Take  the  case  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont.    Did  he  take  the 
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trouble  to  look  after  &  single  daose  in  tbe  Bill  P 
He  was  nerer  present.  Then  there  is  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wellington  Citv  (Mr.  Tiavers). 
Did  he  take  any  interest  in  it  P  Or  did  the  honor- 
able member  for  Boslyn  P  There  were  onlj  two 
or  three  members  of  the  Opposition  who  took  the 
slightest  interest  in  the  BUL  The  rest  cared  no- 
thing about  any  part  of  it  except  the  clauses  relat- 
ing to  the  Canterbni^  runs :  they  were  the  Alpha 
and  Omega  of  the  Land  Bill.  But  there  is  an 
appeal  abore  this  House,  and,  if  the  people  of  the 
colony  hare  this  question  placed  before  them, 
if  they  are  asked  whether  they  will  allow  a 
foreigner  to  interfere  in  their  aifidrs,  if  there 
are  to  be  fiictious  fights  in  this  House,  and  if 
members  are  to  be  denied  their  right  to  bare 
their  measures  discussed,  the  answer  will  be  clear 
and  distinct.  The  people  will  not  allow  it.  And 
one  man,  who  has  done  more  for  New  2«ealand 
than  any  man  in  this  House,  a  man  who  has 
taken  up  a  firm  position  in  opposition  to  the 
landsharks  of  this  country,  who  has  refused  to 
join  rings  and  combinations,  who  has  governed 
this  country  with  credit  to  himself  in  years  gone 
by,  is  to  be  ostracized  from  political  life  because 
of  his  patriotism  and  his  derotedness  to   the 

Sublic  mterest.  The  honorable  member  for 
elwyn  says  the  Premier  is  a  radical,  and  that 
some  dire  calamity  will  befal  this  colony  if  he 
remains  in  power;  but  I  will  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  in  debating  the  point  further. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN.— The  honorable  member  has 
charged  some  one  sitting  near  him  with  haying 
broken  his  word.  That  is  a  yerr  serious  charge. 
When  the  honorable  member  asked  me  if  I  was 
&yourable  to  an  adjournment  to  Friday  instead 
of  Monday,  I  said  I  had  no  objection.  But  he 
pot  the  question  again,  and  I  said,  "  If  there  is  to 
be  any  talk  about  it  I  will  not  agree."  I  then 
went  to  the  members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  and  asked  why  they  insisted  upon  the  ad- 
journment till  Monday,  and  I  was  told  that  they 
nad  the  best  reasons  for  it.  I  was  satisfied  with 
those  reasons  when  given  me,  and  I  then  voted 
for  Major  Atkinson's  motion  instead  of  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Before  the  honorable  member 
went  across  to  consult  with  the  honorable  mem- 
bers for  Waikato,  Boslyn,  and  Waikouaiti,  he 
told  me  he  would  have  the  courage  of  his 
opinions,  and  would  vote  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  until  Friday. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN.— It  is  utterly  false.  I  said  I 
claimed  to  have  the  courage  of  my  opinions,  and 
was  not  to  be  compelled  to  foUow  out  on  every 
division  precisely  the  views  of  the  party,  unless 
it  pleased  me  to  do  so.  I  did  determine  to  rote 
straight  with  the  party  I  usually  vote  with,  after 
the  reasons  were  submitted  to  me  why  it  was  best 
to  do  so. 

Bfr.  STOUT.— I  can  only  repeat  what  I  haye 
stated,  and  I  am  glad  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's statement  was  heard  by  the  member  for 
Waitaki  and  others. 

Bfr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  think  it  is  hardly  fair 

of  the  honorable  member  for  Invercargill  not 

to  state  what  his  reasons  were — ^those  reasons 

that  determined  his  vote.    Although  we  are  not, 

Mr,  8tQut 


perhaps,  entitled  to  be  taken  into  the  oonfidenoe 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  we  ought 
to  know  what  his  reasons  are,  other  than  what 
have  been  stated  in  the  House,  for  determining 
his  vote.  One  may  be  allowed  to  draw  bis  own 
conclusion,  and  the  conclusion  I  draw  is  that  he 
desires  that  the  papers  shall  go  Home  —  that 
statements  shall  be  made  that  there  is  a  vote 
of  censure  hanging  over  the  Ministers,  and  thit 
therefore  this  Hoiue  has  not  made  up  its  mind 
as  to  whether  His  Excellency  is  to  blame  or  not 
Well,  that  is  a  gospel  according  to  toadyism, 
and  certain  honorable  members  haye  given  in 
their  adhesion  to  that  gospel  to-night.  I  ex- 
cept the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City, 
because  he  expressed  his  opinion  the  other  night 
I  also  except  the  honorable  member  for  Waka- 
tipu,  because  of  his  great  knowledge  of  oonstita- 
tional  law.  I  think  3ie  question  of  adjourmnent 
is  a  very  slight  matter,  because  of  one  spee<^ 
which  we  have  heard  to-night.  The  Hon.  the 
Premier  stood  up,  and  he  has  given  a  "  Bill  of 
Rights  "  for  this  House  and  this  country  which, 
I  venture  to  say,  was  never  heard  before  in  thii 
House  in  such  eloquent  and  precise  terms,  and 
which  will  remain  on  record  not  only  to  be  onr 
guide,  but  to  be  our  protest  in  England.  I  think 
the  matter  of  adjournment  is  of  very  small 
moment  indeed  :  it  has  served  its  turn ;  it  has 
enabled  the  adherents  of  the  new  gospel  to  bow 
at  the  shrine  of  toadyism.  They  have  done,  and 
I  hope  they  are  satisfied.  I  think  the  action 
taken  is  hurdly  a  wise  action.  I  hope  it  may 
prove  to  be  so ;  but  I  fear  it  will  not.  I  oan 
understand  the  honorable  member  for  Avon 
sitting  in  silence  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  question  of 
privileges  and  the  various  adjournments,  he  might 
have  come  to  the  front,  taken  the  position  aspired 
to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Travers),  and  might  have  formed  a  Minii* 
try.  I  think  there  is  no  object  to  be  gained  by 
this  question  coming  up  in  the  House  again,  and 
that  the  matter  of  adjournment  is  of  yery  slight 
moment.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  discuss  the 
Land  Bill,  and  take  the  same  view  I  have  always 
consistently  taken  in  opposing  the  Oanterboiy 
clauses. 

Mr.  WAXEFIELD.— Speaking  on  the  qoes- 
tion  of  adjournment,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
adjournment  of  this  debate  for  a  week  simply 
means  the  shelving  the  whole  discussion  on  the 
constitutional  question.  It  means  this :  that  the 
large  question — for  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  of 
the  House  to  be  a  yery  large  and  momentoos 
question — of  the  relation  of  the  Goyemor  of  the 
colony  to  this  House  shall  not  be  discussed  at  all, 
but  shall  be  set  aside  altogether,  except  in  so  ^ 
as  His  Excellency  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
representingthe  matter  to  the  Home  Gbyemment 
— that  this  House  is  to  have  no  say  in  the  matter 
whatever ;  that  it  shall  in  no  way  whatever  have 
its  privileges  determined;  that  this  Legislatare 
shall  have  no  chance  of  representing  its  viewi 
even  to  that  tribunal  which  has  been  selected 
by  His  Excellency  as  the  final  tribunal  in  the 
matter.  I  am  not  going  to  diverse  from  the  ques- 
tion of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate^  but  tbero 
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are  one  or  two  poinU  which  hear  sfcronglj  upon 
it,  althoogh  they  maj  not  appear  to  have  an  im- 
mediate hearioff  on  the  mere  rerbal  question  of 
ac^oumment.  f  utting  aside  all  party  questions,  I 
was  grieTed  to  see  men  like  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  departing  from  that  noble  part 
thej  hare  taken  in  the  historr  of  New  Zealand 
— to  see  them  Toting  against  tne  discussion  of  a 
qoeetion  like  this  in  tms  House.  Why,  it  must 
be  known  quite  well  that,  in  1866,  1867,  1868, 
and  1869,  up  to  the  last  moment  the  honorable 
member  for  Timaru  took  a  yery  strong  part  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the  Home  (loTem- 
ment  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mainly  on  ao- 
oount  of  his  opposition  to  tliat  encroachment  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  turned  out  of  office, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir 
George  Grey)  was  withdrawn  from  the  position 
of  6h>Temor  of  this  colony.  How  are  they  to  be 
separated  ?  It  was  the  present  Premier  who  lost 
his  position,  that  noble  position  to  which  he  had 
been  invited  by  Her  Migesty  under  Tery  urgent 
dreumstances ;  ^he  was  drageed  from  it  for  the 
Tery  reason  that  he  resisted  the  encroachments  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  Constitution  of  New 
Zealand,  and  the  Minister  who  upheld  him  in  that 
course  lost  his  position  as  Premier  of  New  Zea- 
land :  that  honorable  gentleman  was  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru.  Will  it  be  denied  that 
one  of  tlie  main  reasons  urged  against  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  m  1869,  when  he  left 
feboee  benches — one  of  the  main  reasons  urged 
against  the  honorable  member  and  his  Ministry 
on  leaving  those  benches — was  that  they  were  not 
in  accord  with  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  that  they 
would  quarrel  with  the  Home  Gbvemment ;  that 
we  should  never  have  good  government  in  New 
Zealand  until  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru 
— who  dared  to  resist  the  tyrannical  encroach- 
ments of  the  Imperial  Government — and  his  col- 
leagues vrere  removed  from  the  position  of  power 
whu^  they  occupied?  I  remember  quite  well 
that  that  was  one  of  the  great  reasons  adduced  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Fox) 
and  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  who  now  occu- 
pies a  seat  in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
that  until  those  honorable  gentlemen  were  re- 
moved we  should  never  be  in  accord  with  the 
Home  Government.  We  are  aware  of  the  man- 
ner in  whidi  they  defied  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
trample  upon  our  liberties ;  how  they  dared  to 
mak  baldly,  and  say  that  they  would  bold  by  the 
(Constitution  of  this  colony,  and  not  submit  to  the 
ipte  dixit  of  a  foreign  clerk,  as  it  has  been  well 
put  by  Mr.  Higginbotham,  a  leading  andgable 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  a  neighbouring 
eolony.  For  that  very  reason  they  were  removed 
from  those  benches,  and  the  present  Premier  was 
removed  from  the  position  of  Governor  of  New 
Zealand.  And  yet  to-night  we  have  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  loUowing  a  servile  party 
into  a  servile  lobby  in  a  servile  manner,  and  for 
ever  throwiug  away  the  reputation  which  he  once 
held  as  the  TOst  exponent  of  the  Constitution  of 
this  country  and  as  the  boldest  upholder  of  the 
riffhts  of  the  colony.  I  confess  that  I  felt  more 
£neved  this  night  than  I  have  ever  felt  since  first 
i  took  %  handle  share  in  the  politiea  of  this 


oountiy  at  the  vote  which  Uie  honorable  member 
for  Timaru  has  given.  I  feel  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  and  the  honorable  member  for  Avon 
have  voted  against  their  consciences  to-night; 
that  their  votes  were  simply  guided  by  ptrty 
feeling  and  by  party  prejudice;  and  that  they 
threw  aside  by  their  votes  to-night  those  rights 
and  privileges  which  will  be  dear  to  this  country 
long  after  the  pre^'udices  of  the  past  shall  have 
faded  into  mere  opmions  and  the  passions  of  the 
present  shall  have  passed  away. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI. — I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House,  in  order  to  give  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  step  he  has  taken. 

Mr.  KEYNOLDS.  — When  I  addressed  the 
House  in  the  former  part  of  the  day  on  the 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  I  was 
referring  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wefiington  City  on  the  5th  instant ;  and,  as 
the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
has  opened  up  the  whole  question,  I  now  propose 
to  continue  my  remarks.  On  the  5th  November, 
the  honorable  member  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
report.    Now,  what  does  the  report  say  ?-— 

"That  the  action  of  His  Excellency  the  Go« 
vemor,  in  noticing  a  matter  in  agitation  or  de- 
bate in  the  House  as  the  reason  for  refusing  to 
accede  to  advice  tendered  by  his  Ministers,  was 
an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  House.** 

I  should  like  to  ask  the  honorable  member  how 
that  tallies  with  the  motion  of  which  he  has 
given  notice,  and  in  which  he  says  that  Ministers 
are  deserving  of  the  censure  of  the  House.  There 
is  no  word  of  censure  in  that  report,  or  in  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  On  the 
contrary,  I  shall  be  able  to  show  further  on  that 
he  perfectly  agreed  with  Ministers  that  they^had 
done  their  duty.    Then  he  goes  on  to  say, —  ' 

"  The  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  had  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  1  think  it  my  duty  to  endeavour 
to  satisfy  this  House  that  it  would  be  justified  in 
accepting  the  report  of  the  Committee,  not  as 
assuming  that  His  Excellency  was  guilty  of  a 
wilful  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
but  as  evincing  a  determination  on  the  part  of 
this  House  to  vindicate  its  privileges.'* 

Again  not  a  word  with  reference  to  the  Minis- 
tiy.  It  is  simply  that  the  House  is  bound  to 
vindicate  its  own  privileges.  Then,  in  referring 
to  His  Excellency  declining  to  accept  the  recom- 
mendation of  his  Ministers,  he  stated, — 

"  Something  may  be  said  in  regard  to  the  publi- 
cation of  those  reasons,  and  to  the  fact  that  those 
reasons  were  given  by  His  Excellency  to  his  Ad- 
visers in  connection  with  the  confidential  relations 
which  existed  between  them  and  himself.  But, 
nevertheless,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  very  use 
of  those  reasons,  although  strictly  confidential, 
would  have  amounted  to  a  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  this  House.*' 

That  is,  on  the  part  of  His  Excellency,  and  not 
on  the  part  of  the  Ministry.  Again,  with  regard 
to  laying  the  memorandum  of  His  Excellency  on 
the  t«ble,  he  says, — 

"  The  House  is,  therefore,  by  the  act  of  His 
Excellency  himself  "—not  by  the  act  of  Ministers 
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— "  in  possession  of  those  reasons  ;  and,  being  in 
possession  of  them,  the  House  is  perfectl j  justi- 
fied in  considering,  irrespective  of  all  questions 
of  confidential  relations  between  himself  and  bis 
Ot>Ternment,  whether  those  reasons  do  or  do 
not  constitute  a  breach  of  the  priyileges  of  this 
House"— 

— clearly  showing  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  Citj  threw  the  whole  blame  upon 
His  Excellency  the  GoTernor,  and  not  upon  the 
Govemment.  Then  he  blames  His  Excellency 
because  he  took  notice  of  any  debates  which 
were  going  on  in  this  House,  and  he  says, — 

"  In  d^ing  with  the  question  submitted  to 
him  by  his  Mmisters,  he  took  notice  o£  a  debate 
in  thb  House  upon  the  result  of  which  would 
depend  the  fate  of  his  Ministry.  The  action  of 
His  Excellency  in  adducing  those  reasons  for  re- 
fasinff  to  accede  to  the  request  of  his  Ministers 
was,  madvertently  no  doubt,  bringing  the  weight 
of  his  own  opinion  in  reeard  to  the  Ministry  to 
bear  upon  the  consideration  of  the  question  be- 
fore  this  House." 

And  yet,  Sir,  the  same  honorable  member,  who 
made  these  remarks  only  seyen  days  ago,  is  now 
changing  his  tactics,  ana  endeaTOuring  to  pass  a 
Tote  of  censure  upon  the  Qovemment,  instead  of, 
as  he  then  did,  on  the  Governor.  Again,  he 
says,— 

"This  House  woald  have  been  justified  in 
accepting  those  reasons  as  indicative  of  a  want  of 
confidence- on  the  part  of  His  Excellency  in  his 
Ministry  ;  and  we  must  not  forget  that,  when  a 
gentleman  occupying  his  high  position  does  in 
any  degree  indicate  that  state  of  feeling  towards 
his  Ministers  in  so  formal  a  manner  as  he  has 
done  in  his  memorandum,  he  is,  to  a  certain 
extent,  bringing  the  pressure  of  his  opinion  to 
bear  on  this  House." 

So,  according  to  his  view,  a  few  days  ago  the 
Governor  was  bringing  the  pressure  of  his  opinion 
to  bear  upon  the  House  as  against  the  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches.  That 
IS  the  meaning  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  re- 
marks. I  have  no  desire  to  waste  your  time,  and 
will  quote  no  further  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's remarks,  excepting  this,  to  show  that  he  did 
not  expect  Ministers  to  resign.  There  was  no- 
thing in  his  previous  remarks  on  the  Ist  Novem- 
ber which  would  indicate  that  it  was  his  idea 
that  Ministers  should  resign.    He  says, — 

"  The  question  before  us  is  not  the  refusal  of 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  accept  the  advice 
of  Ministers.  If  we  were  called  upon  to  discuss 
that  question,  I  think  that  the  arguments  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  womd  certainly  be 
perfectly  conclusive  on  the  point,  and  the  Minis- 
try could  not  call  upon  us  to  defend  their  con- 
duct unless  they  had  first  placed  their  resigna- 
tions in  the  hands  of  His  Excellency." 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Quite  so.  The  Govern- 
ment  did  not  call  upon  the  House  at  all  to 
defend  their  action;  neither  did  the  honorable 
member  ever  say  that  they  called  upon  the 
House  to  defend  their  action.  The  Government, 
by  instruction  from  His  Excellency,  laid  on  the 
tilble  certain  memoranda^  and  upon  those  memo- 
Mr.  MeynQldi 


randa  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed.  That 
Committee  submitted  a  report,  and  the  honor- 
able member  moved  the  adoption  of  that  report, 
which  certainly  bore  no  censure  on  the  Gbvem- 
ment;  and  yet,  within  seven  days  of  carrying 
that  report,  the  honorable  gentleman  now  pro- 
poses to  censure  the  Government.  I  must  say  I 
coneratulate  the  electors  of  this  Empire  City  on 
having  such  an  able  representative  as  the  honor- 
able member  who  has  given  notice  of  this  motion 
— a  representative  who,  with  a  great  amount  of 
modest  assurance,  has  the  capacity  and  ability  to 
argue  a  question  from  both  points  of  view,  and 
then  to  argue  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  convince 
eveiy  member  of  the  Opposition  that  it  is  their 
duty  not  to  allow  him  to  bring  forward  his  reso- 
lution at  all.  And  then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man even  assists  them,  inasmuch  as  he  votes  with 
them  to  burke  his  own  motion.  I  think,  under 
these  oircunuftancee,  and  seeing  that  the  members 
of  the  Opposition  have  made  it  a  party  question, 
that  it  would  be  far  better  to  adjourn  the  House, 
and  thus  stop  any  discussion  whatever  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  TRAYEBS.— I  would  ventnr«  to  address 
a  few  observations  to  the  House,  for  it  certainly 
appears  to  me  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  entirely  misapprehends  the  posi- 
tion of  the  question  now  before  us.  I  wiU  en- 
deavour, if  possible,  to  make  it  clear  to  him.  I 
say  "  if  possible,"  because  I  have  alr^&dy  pointed 
out  the  position,  and  the  honorable  member  really 
does  not  seem  able  to  understand  it  The  memo- 
randa of  His  Excellency  were  placed  upon  the 
table.  There  were  two  questions  which  would 
naturally  arise  from  them.  The  first  was  nused 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stout),  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Ghovernor,  in 
giving  reasons  to  his  Ministers  for  refu^ng  their 
advice,  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House.  That  was  a  question  en- 
tirely separate  from  the  other,  and  one  which  we 
could  discuss,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  absolutely 
irrespective  of  the  question  of  the  relationship  of 
the  Government  to  His  Excellency.  The  second 
was  the  constitutional  question  raised  on  the  &ce 
of  these  memoranda — arising  through  this :  that 
the  Governor  had  refused  to  accept  the  advice  of 
his  Ministers  on  a  point  on  whicn  they  were  en- 
titled to  advise  him.  The  doctrine  with  regard 
to  the  appointment  of  Peers  in  England  at  pre- 
sent is,  that  that  which  was  formerly  considered 
to  be  purely  a  personal  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
has  passed  to  the  Commons  or  England,  and  it  is 
through  the  advice  of  Ministers,  as  a  rule,  that 
Peers  are  now  created.  The  Crown  does  not  of 
its  own  mere  motion  exercise  its  personal  prero- 
gative at  all.  Except  in  the  appointment,  it  acts 
invariably  on  the  advice  of  its  Ministers.  Now, 
if  the  Crown  were  to  refuse  the  advice  of  Minis- 
ters in  England  in  respect  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Peer,  there  would  be  a  clear  constitutional  ques- 
tion between  the  Crown  and  Ministers,  and  that 
question  need  not  necessarily  be  complicated  by 
anything  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House  <n 
Commons.  We  will  suppose  fliat,  when  Ministers 
advised  His  Excellency  to  appoint  Mr.  Wilson  to 
a  seat  in  the  Legialatire  Council,  he  had  simply' 
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said,  "GentlemeD,  I  must  decline  to  take  jour 
■drioe  in  this  matter,  and  I  refuse  to  make  the  ap- 
pointment/' Trithout  giying  any  reasons.  What 
would  the  position  hare  heenr  It  would  have 
been  this:  that  His  Excellency  had  refused  to 
accept  the  advice  of  his  Constitutional  Advisers ; 
and  that  would  have  raised  purely  a  question  of 
eoDstitutional  conduct  as  between  them.  They 
would  naturally  have  said,  **  It  His  Exoellenoy  is 
not  prepared  to  accept  our  advice  on  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  we  have  no  alternative  but  to  resign." 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  TBAVEES.— Well,  I  am  supposing  they 
took  that  course.  "  If  you  refuse  to  accept  our 
adrice,  we  must  tender  our  resignations."  If,  in- 
itead  of  its  remaining  a  matter  of  private  conver- 
sation, as  it  did  in  the  first  instance,  between  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  and  His  £x- 
odlency,  the  request  to  appoint  Mr.  Wilson  had 
been  embodied  in  a  written  memorandum,  and 
His  Excellency  had  signified  his  refusal  to  make 
the  appointment,  without  giving  any  reason,  that 
woula  have  raised  a  constitutional  question  pure 
and  simple.  Nothing  else  would  have  been  in- 
volved in  it,  and  liOnisters  would  have  had  a 
right  to  say  that  His  Excellency  was  placins 
hmiself  in  antagonism  to  his  Government,  and 
therefore  in  antagonism  to  this  House,  assuming 
that  the  Gk>vernment  possessed  the  confidence  of 
the  House.  And  the  Government  would  have 
been  in  this  further  position:  If  they  c^ose 
to  retain  office  they  were  bound  to  defend  His 
Excellency.  That  is  the  constitutional  position. 
The  Governor  only  appears  in  this  House  by  his 
Advisers,  and  if  they  choose  to  retain  that  posi- 
tion they  are  bound  to  defend  his  action. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  TBAVEBS.— The  honorable  member  who 
says  "No"  knows  nothing  of  the  well-known  pro- 

rtsition  in  constitutional  usage  in  Great  Britain, 
will  quote  from  Mr.  Taswell-Langmead's  work 
on  English  Constitutional  History,  in  reference 
to  the  position  Ministers  occupy  as  between  the 
Grown  and  t^e  House.    He  says, — 

"  Under  this  system,  '  the  Ministry,'  says  Lord 
Haeaulay,  '  is,  in  fact,  a  Committee  of  leading 
members  of  the  two  Houses.  It  is  nominated  by 
the  Crown ;  bat  it  consists  exclusively  of  states- 
men whose  opinions  on  the  passing  questions  of 
Uie  time  agree  in  the  main  with  the  opinions  of 
the  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons.  In  Par- 
liament the  Ministers  are  bound  to  act  as  one  man 
on  aU  questions  relating  to  the  executive  govern- 
ment. If  one  of  them  dissents  from  the  rest  on 
a  question  too  important  to  admit  of  compromise, 
it  is  his  duty  to  retire.  While  the  Ministers  re- 
tain the  confidence  of  the  Parliamentary  majority, 
that  majority  supports  them  against  opposition, 
and  rejects  every  motion  which  reflects  on  them 
or  is  likely  to  embarrass  them.  If  they  forfeit 
that  confidence,  if  the  Parliamentary  majority  is 
dissatisfied,  they  have  merely  to  declare  that  they 
have  ceased  to  trust  the  Ministry,  and  to  ask  for 
a  Ministry  which  they  can  trust.'  Not  the  least 
of  Uie  many  advantages  which  have  accrued  from 
the  establishment  of  this  form  of  Parliamentary 
government  has  been  the  increased  security  oi 
the  Crown  and  of  its  Ministers.    The  old  consti- 


tutional maxim  that '  tlie  King  can  do  no  wrong ' 
is  now  literally  true,  for  his  acts  are  really  the 
acts  of  his  Ministers ;  and  his  Ministers  are  re- 
sponsible to  the  House  of  Commons  not  merely, 
as  of  old,  for  any  breach  of  the  law,  but  for  the 
general  course  of  their  policy,  which  must  accord 
with  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  that  House, 
or  else,  in  conformity  with  a  constitutional  usage 
practically  as  binding  as  a  legal  enactment,  the 
Ministers  are  bound  to  resign  office." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Ministers  are  respon- 
sible for  the  acts  of  the  Crown. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbs. — No. 

Mr.  TRAYERS.— Then  I  do  not  understand 
the  constitutional  position.  Ministers  are  respon- 
sible for  the  acts  of  the  Crown,  and  if  the  Crown 
refuses  to  do  an  executive  act  upon  the  advice  of 
Ministers  they  have  only  the  alternative  of  re- 
signing or  defending  that  act.  The  act  of  the 
Crown  is  the  act  of  Ministers,  and  Ministers  are 
responsible  to  Parliament  for  it.  Suppose  the 
Governor  had  not  refused  to  appoint  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  this  House  had  disapprovea  of  that  appoint- 
ment, I  should  like  to  know  on  whom  the  respon- 
sibility would  have  rested.  ThQ  responsibility 
would  have  rested  with  Ministers ;  and,  the  Go- 
vernor having  refused  to  appoint  Mr.  Wilson,  they 
were  bound  to  defend  that  actor  resign.  My  honour- 
able friend  opposite  laughs,  but  that  doctrine  is 
to  be  found  in  every  elementary  book  on  the  Con- 
stitution, and  I  defy  any  honorable  member  to 
produce  any  work  upon  constitutional  law  which 
contains  a  single  word  at  variance  with  what  I 
have  read.  Had  the  Crown  made  an  improper 
appointment  by  the  advice  of  Ministers,  Ministers 
would  have  had  to  defend  that  appointment,  and 
if  the  Crown  refuses  to  make  the  appointment 
they  are  bound  to  justify  that  refusal  or  resign 
office;  and  that  is  the  course  the  Government 
would  have  taken  had  they  known  their  position. 
No  doubt,  for  party  purposes,  my  honorable  friend 
opposite  (Mr.  Beids)  will  support  the  Govern- 
ment, whether  they  are  acting  constitutionally  or 
not. 

Mr.  BEES.— No. 

Mr.  TEAYEBS.— Unquestionably  my  honor- 
able friend  is  quite  prepared  to  do  so,  and  also 
prepared  to  hound  down  the  Constitution  if  it 
suits  the  purpose  of  his  party  to  do  so.  I  have 
heard  a  ereat  many  suggestions  about  party 
lately,  and  I  would  like  to  read  a  few  passages 
from  the  work  of  a  shrewd  observer,  a  man  well 
qualified  to  judge,  a  man  who  has  had  more  ex- 
perience than  all  the  members  of  this  House  put 
together,  and  who  knows  what  party  means  in 
the  greatest  Assembly  in  the  world.  I  am  quoting 
from  Lord  John  Bussell ;  and  what  does  he  say  r 
He  illustrates  what  takes  place  in  this  House 
every  day,  and  which,  unfortunately,  seems  to  be 
incident  to  political  warfare.    He  says, — 

"Among  the  bad  efiects  of  party  is  to  be 
reckoned  the  want  of  candour  it  necessarily  pro- 
duces. Few  men  can  enter  into  the  heat  of  poli- 
tical contention,  backed  by  a  body  of  friends,  who 
animate  and  support  each  other,  without  attri- 
buting to  their  adversaries  bad  intentions  and 
corrupt  motives,  of  which  they  are  no  more 
capable  than  themselves." 
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I  scarcely  erer  find  an  honorable  member  rise  on 
the  other  side  o^the  House  who  does  not  impute 
the  most  corrupt  motires  to  honorable  members 
on  this  side.  The  speech  of  mj  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Rodney — I  do  not  know  what  to 
call  him  in  the  multiplicity  of  the  titles  he  now 
holds,  therefore  I  must  apologize  if  I  hare  .not 
giyen  him  his  due  title ;  at  any  rate,  I  believe  I 
may  call  him  the  Native  Minister — the  other  night 
was  a  case  in  point.  I  defy  anybody  who  r^s 
it  to  deny  that  it  is  a  speech  which  should  never 
have  been  delivered.  It  was  redolent  with  charj^es 
of  the  grossest  possible  character — charges  which 
I  can  hardly  find  words  to  characterize — against 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
He  imputed  motives  thoroughly  base,  and  used 
the  most  disgraceful  language,  teUing  us  'Hhey 
simply  wished  to  replace  gentlemen  on  those 
benches  for  the  sake  of  the  pelf  they  might  ^et 
and  the  advantage  they  would  reap  from  residing 
in  residences  rent-free,"  and  taunted  them  by  sav- 
ing that  if  they  got  back  it  would  be  at  reduced 
sakuries.  Sir,  such  language  is  thoroughly  offen- 
sive, and  should  never  have  been  used  to  gentle- 
men  possessing  seats  in  this  House.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  sa^g  that  there  are  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  as  pure-minded  and  honor* 
able,  and  as  little  desirous  of  possessing  them- 
selves of  pelf  and  plunder,  as  any  honorable 
gentlemen  on  those  benches.  In  that  respect, 
those  honorable  gentlemen  have  no  right  to  use 
such  language.    Lord  Russell  continues, — 

''Another  evil  is,  that  men  become  unwilling 
to  give  way  to  the  natural  bent  of  their  minds, 
when  thMT  understandings  would  lead  them  to 
admit  any  error  upon  which  their  adversaries 
have  insisted,  or  to  render  them  liable  to  re- 
proach for  weakness  and  inconsistency.  Ob- 
stinacy in  supporting  wrong,  because  an  admis- 
sion of  what  was  right  and  true  would  p;ive  a 
triumph  to  opposition,  has  led  many  a  Minister 
of  England  into  a  course  most  injurious  to  the 
country." 

It  is  the  same  here,  and  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite  are  in  no  degree  exempt  from  the 
frailties  which  have  characterized  members  who 
have  fat  on  those  benches  before.  No  honorable 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  imputo  such  motives  as 
ure  continually  imputed  from  the  opposite  side. 
We  can  spurn  sach  suggestions,  and  we  may  gain 
some  little  consolation  from  the  belief  that,  if 
motives  on  either  side  could  be  examined,  we 
might  find  that  honorable  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  are  perhaps  not  so  pure  as  ourselves. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  there  is  more  than  one 
honorable  gentleman  on  the  Gk>vernment  benches 
who  regrets  to  hear  such  imputetions  cast  forth. 
But  I  was  speaking  about  the  constitutional 
position,  and  endeavouring  to  point  out  to  an 
nonorable  member  who  seemed  to  know  little 
about  the  matter,  and  who  quoted  my  speeches  to 
sliow  my  inconsistency,  that  ho  absolutely  knew 
nothing  of  the  question  at  i:ssue.  As  I  said 
before,  if  the  Gk>Temor  had  refused  to  make  the 
appointment,  and  had  given  no  reason  for  his 
refusal,  the  Ministry  must  have  resigned  or  must 
have  been  prepared  to  defend  his  action.  But 
the  Governor  did  give  reasons,  and  those  reasons, 
Mr,  TraverM 


as  it  appeared  to  me,  amounted  to  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  this  House.  But  that  was  entirdy 
mdependent  of — though  connected,  it  is  true, 
with  the  transaction — the  refusal  to  appoint  Mr. 
Wilson ;  and  we  were  quite  justified  m  discon- 
necting the  two  things  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  them.  Why,  at  the  very  &«t  meeting  cl 
the  Committee,  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  proposed  resolutions  ex- 
pressly disconnecting  the  two  things.  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  specially  to  the  terms  of 
the  resolution.    He  first  proposed, — 

"That  the  Committee  proceed  to  consider 
whether  any  privilege  of  Parliament  has  been 
infringed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  his 
memorandum  of  the  27th  of  October,  1877,  rda- 
tive  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Wilson  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  in  so  far  as  His  Excel- 
lency 1ms  taken  notice  of  a  matter  in  debate  in 
ParUament,  and  allowed  himself  to  be  guided  in 
his  conduct  as  Gbvemor  by  such  a  debate." 

The  House  will  observe  the  limitation — "in  so 
&r  as  His  Excellency  has  taken  notice  of  a 
matter  in  debate."  We  were  to  go  no  further; 
but  the  honorable  member,  in  order  to  more 
carefully  limit  our  inquiry,  and  to  prevent  there 
being  any  possibility  of  our  straying  from  the 
object  of  our  inquiry,  added  this  to  the  motion : 
"  That  the  Committee  do  not  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  proceed  to  investigate  the  fitness  or  unfit- 
ness of  Mr.  Wilson,  nor  as  to  any  difference  of 
opinion  between  His  Excellency  and  his  Minis- 
ters' not  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House " 
So  the  honorable  gendeman  himself  expressly 
limited  the  issue  to  the  pure  question  of  privi- 
lege arising  out  of  the  fact  that  His  ExceUencj 
hwi  taken  notice  of  a  debate  in  this  House  in 
order  to  regulate  his  executive  action,  though 
it  is  true  tlutt  the  honorable  member  afterwards 
sought  to  reverse  the  resolution.  We  therefore 
proceeded  to  consider  the  question  of  privilege, 
entirely  irrespective  of  any  other  question,  on  the 
honorable  member's  own  invitation.  And  then, 
when  the  report  was  brought  up,  we  prooeeded 
to  discuss  the  question  entirely  irrespective  of 
the  question  of  the  constitutional  relations  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  the  Ministry.  It  was 
never  touched,  and  indeed  was  expressly  ex- 
cluded. But,  because  it  was  expressly  exmded 
while  discussing  the  question  of  privilege,  do 
honorable  members  suppose  it  was  not  present  to 
the  mind  of  honorable  members  P  It  was  present 
to  mv  mind  that  there  had  been  a  gross  violation 
by  Ministers  of  constitutional  usage  in  this  matter, 
a  violation  which  it  was  qiute  justifiable  for  the 
House  to  consider  at  a  subsequent  time,  irre- 
spective altogether  of  the  question  of  privilege. 
I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  never  said  one 
word  in  regard  to  the  question  of  the  consti- 
tutional relations  between  the  Governor  and  his 
Ministers.  The  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  who  quotes  from  my  speech,  chooses 
to  forget  everything  that  was  said  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Avon.  What  was  the  conten- 
tion of  that  honorable  gentleman  P    He  said, — 

"  I  have  risen  to  a  point  of  order,  because  I 
think  that  this  is  a  question  which  deserves  the 
fullest  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  House. 
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A«  I  have  B&td,  it  is  the  first  principle  of  consti- 
iatioiial  goTemment  that  the  Crown  can  do  no 
wrong,  and  that  principle  seems  to  me  to  be 
ifiirmed  by  the  fact  th&t  tbe  Grown  is  onlj 
known  to  Parliament  through  its  Ministers.  The 
moment  that  Ministers  cease  to  be  able  to  defend 
the  Crown,  they  tender  their  resignations,  in 
order  that  others  may  be  appointed  as  the  repre- 
sentatiree  of  the  Crown." 

In  my  opening  remarks,  in  the  speech  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Fort  Chalmers, 
I  said,— 

"The  question  before  ns  is  not  tbe  refusal 
of  His  Excellency  the  GJoTernor  to  accept  the 
adrice  of  Ministers.  If  we  were  called  upon 
to  discuBS  that  question,  I  think  that  the  argu- 
ments of  the  honorable  member  for  Atou  would 
certainly  be  perfectly  conclusiTe  on  the  point, 
and  the  Mimstry  could  not  call  upon  us  to 
defend  their  conduct  unless  they  had  first  placed 
their  resignations  in  the  hands  of  His  Excel- 
len^." 

The  rery  first  thing  I  said  was  that  we  abso- 
lutely refused  to  consider  the  question  of  the  posi- 
tioa  which  Ministers  occupied  either  towards  this 
House  or  towards  the  QoTemor,  and  we  confined 
Gurtdves  to  the  consideration  of  the  reasons  given 
by  the  Goremor  for  his  own  refusal  to  accept 
the  adTice  of  his  Ministers.  I  never  exonerated 
Ministers  in  the  sUghtest  degree  in  respect  to  the 
course  they  took.  In  mj  opinion  they  were 
ffuilty  of  a  breach  of  constitutional  usase  in  al- 
kywing  to  be  placed  on  the  table  of  thu  House 
that  which  contained,  on  tbe  face  of  it,  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  without  being  pre- 
pared to  defend  the  action  of  His  Excellency 
iQ  respect  to  the  matter.  That  was  unconstitu- 
tional, and  the  first  impulse  of  the  Premier  should 
have  been  to  take  the  course  pointed  out,  and 
say  to  His  Excellency,  **  Gbt  other  Advisers ;  and 
not  only  must  you  get  other  Advisers,  but  you 
must  get  other  Advisers  who  will  be  satisfied  that 
you,  are  doing  ri^t  in  refusing  to  appoint  Mr. 
Wilson  to  the  Upper  House/'  What  would 
have  been  the  position  of  honorable  members  if 
His  Sxoellency  had  accepted  their  resignations  ? 
Ministers  who  took  their  positions  must  have 
eome  down  and  said  that  His  Excellency  wts 
justified  in  refusing  to  appoint  Mr.  Wilson.  And, 
with  all  the  party  feeling  that  exists,  I  doubt 
whether  any  Ministry  could  have  come  down 
and  aoeepted  that  position,  particularly  as  it  was 
mixed  up  with  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House.  I  am  in  no  degree  inconsistent,  therefore, 
in  advocating  a  course  for  vindicating  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House,  on  the  one  hand,  as  between 
this  House  and  His  Excellency,  having  reference 
exdttsively  to  the  reasons  given  by  His  Excel- 
lency for  not  acting  upon  the  sdvice  of  his 
Mixustars,  and  then  saying,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
his  Ministers  did  not  occupy  a  constitutional  posi- 
tion in  this  House  in  reference  to  their  position. 
The  two  things  are  entirely  distinct  and  separ- 
able, and  many  honorable  members  who  might  be 
perfectly  wUling  to  vote  for  the  motion  on  one 
point  might  be  perfectly  unwilling  to  vote  for  the 
motion  on  the  other  point.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion.   I  may  state  frankly,  in  reference  to  the 
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notice  of  motion  I  gave,  that  I  gave  that  notice 
with  the  full  impression  that  the  House  had 
ordered  the  matter  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
at  half-past  seven.  I  was  absolutely  under  that 
belief — so  completely  so,  that  I  went  to  the  Clerk 
and  to  the  Speaker,  because  I  believed  that  there 
had  been  a  mistake  in  the  Order  Paper.  That  is 
the  position  in  which  I  stand  ;  but  I  stand  also  in 
this  position :  that  I  do  not  wish  to  force  that  mo- 
tion on  the  House  in  opposition  to  the  view  of  the 
leader  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  I  have 
been  accused  more  than  once,  and  several  other 
honorable  members  who  have  acted  with  me  have 
been  accused,  of  seceding  from  the  party  I  be- 
longed to  in  the  first  instance.  I  seceded  from 
that  party  for  this  simple  reason  :  that  those  who 
asked  me  to  join  the  party  had  pledged  them- 
selves with  reference  to  one  matter,  and  th^ 
broke  their  words.  The  one  stipulation  which 
I  made  for  my  continuance  in  that  party  was 
that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
should  not  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Q-ovem- 
ment:  I  stated  that  distinctly  to  those  who 
asked  me  to  join  that  party,  and  I  seceded  from 
them  because  that  understanding  was  distinctly 
violated.  It  is  not  because  I  do  not  wish  to  see 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  at  the 
head  of  a  party  in  this  House.  There  are  pro- 
bably few  men  who  entertain  a  higher  respect  for 
that  honorable  gentleman  than  I  do.  I  know  that 
he  has  rendered  great  services  to  his  country,  and 
I  knovr,  moreover,  that  his  country  has  been  un- 
grateful to  him,  and  that  he  has  been  a  victim  of 
circumstances  which  did  him  great  honor.  It 
has  been  already  said  that  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  has  suffered  for  his  loyalty  to 
New  Zealand,  and  I  cannot  forget,  some  few 
years  ago  when  that  honorable  gentleman  was 
leaving  New  Zealand,  the  testimony  that  was 
shown  to  him  in  this  very  city.  I  consider  it 
a  disgrace  to  the  British  Government  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  be  sitting  in  this 
House  instead  of  occupying  a  &r  hieher  position. 
Everybody  knew  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
looked  forward  to  a  long  career  of  honor,  and  he 
has  been  very  badly  treated,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
by  the  Home  Government.  He  has  been  made 
very  largely  the  victim  of  his  loyalty  to  this 
country.  But,  notwithstanding  that,  I  do  not 
wish — I  have  my  own  reasons  for  it — ^to  see  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  House.  That  may  appear  strange 
and  paradoxical,  but  I  cannot  help  that.  I  say, 
again,  that  it  was  simply  because  I  received  a 
most  distinct  and  positive  assurance 

Mr.  BEES.— From  whom  P 

Mr.  TBAYEBS.^From  a  great  many.  It  was 
a  most  distinct  stipulation.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Avon  also  joined  the  party  upon  that 
understanding;  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Totara  was  assured 

Mr.  BEES.— By  whom? 

Mr.  TRAVERS.—By  those  with  whom  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  was 
working,  who  were  appointed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  to  confer  upon  the  mat- 
ter. That  was  my  reason.  I  have  insisted  upon  • 
that  from  the  very  beginning,  but  not  because 
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there  was  any  want  of  respect  towards  tlie 
honorable  gentleman  on  my  part.  I  deprecate 
charges  of  tergiversation  of  that  kind .  The  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  East  is  lojal 
to  his  party,  and  I  trust  I  shall  be  loyal  to  mine. 
It  is  improper  to  make  isolated  extracts  from 

Sassages  in  a  speech.  We  can  quote  from 
cripture  in  a  like  manner,  so  as  to  put  an  entirely 
erroneous  construction  on  the  language  used.  I 
deprecate  the  extracting  of  a  single  sentence 
from  a  speech  in  order  to  illustrate  the  particular 
views  of  any  honorable  member.  In  the  speech 
I  made  I  entirely  separated  the  question  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House  in  connection  with  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  I  defy  honor- 
able members  to  show  that,  in  anything  I  have 
said,  I  connected  the  two  questions  in  any  de- 
gree. On  the  contrary,  I  hold  that  they  are 
entirely  separate;  and  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  any  idea  that  I  am  inconsistent  he  can 
think  so.  It  ha«  very  little  influence  upon  me. 
I  deprecate  altogether  this  class  of  attack  upon 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
where  there  can  be  no  retaliation. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — The  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City  has  referred  to  what  took  place 
in  Committee.  I  think  he  will  see  that  the  posi- 
tion he  has  taken  up  in  reference  to  this  question 
is  a  very  peculiar  one.  The  tone  of  his  speech  is 
very  different  from  what  it  was  a  few  nights  ago. 
He  said  tlien  that  there  were  "gentlemen  and 
gentlemen."  He  also  said  that  the  Ministry  of 
the  day  had  throughout  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedings been  guilty  of  laying  a  transparent  trap 
to  catch  His  Excellency.  He  also  said  that  if 
they  had  been  actuated  by  any  honest  feeling 
they  would  at  once  have  pointed  out  that  His 
Excellency  had  made  a  mistake.  But  does  he 
mean  to  say  that  anything  has  come  out  in  the 
later  correspondence  that  is  not  in  the  prior  cor- 
respondence? Why,  Sir,  the  prior  correspon- 
dence showv  what  took  place  between  Ministers 
and  His  Excellency  up  to  the  date  of  the  passing 
of  the  resolution  by  this  House.  All  the  memo- 
rands  that  passed  afterwards,  and  the  motion  of 
which  the  honorable  member  gave  notice,  re- 
ferred to  what  Ministers  had  done  prior  to  the 
presentation  of  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and 
not  since.  Well,  Sir,  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
held  the  opinion  he  now  holds,  why  did  he  not 
move  the  vote  of  censure  upon  the  Ministry  when 
the  report  came  up  ?  Some  of  the  Committee 
wished  to  raise  that  question.'  I  at  once  voted 
with  them,  in  order  that  the  whole  matter  should 
be  discussed ;  but  he  voted  against  the  constitu- 
tional position  being  discussed.  He  did  not  wish 
t}  touch  that ;  and,  in  his  first  speeches,  did  he 
think  Ministers  deserved  censure  for  the  position 
they  had  taken  upP  No.  But  what  is  the 
position  now?  In  a  speech  he  made  a  few 
evenings  ago  he  censured  the  Ministry  strongly. 
Why  ?  Because  they  did  not  advise  his  Excel- 
lency. But  what  does  His  Excellency  say  upon 
that  point?  He  complains  that  his  Muiisters 
should  have  advised  him  so  far.  In  his  memo- 
randum of  the  27th  October  the  Governor  says, — 
"  The  Gk)vemor  regrets  that,  after  the  opinion 
expressed  by  him  yesterday  to  Sir  Geoi^e  Grey, 
Mr.  Trovers 


the  Government  should  have  considered  it  neoei- 
sary  to  press  this  appointment  upon  him,  and  he 
can  only  repeat  in  a  more  formal  manner  whit 
he  said  yesterday." 

There  the  Governor  complains  of  the  Ministry 
pressing  too  much  advice  upon  him.  In  another 
part  of  this  memorandum  His  Excellency  sayi 
that  the  Government  should  advise  him  further 
in  the  matter.  Then  the  Governor  says,  in  effect, 
that  the  Government,  as  his  Advisers,  are  respon- 
sible for  his  acts.  Well,  it  is  a  peculiar  doctrine 
to  say  that,  if  the  Governor  acts  unconstitution- 
ally, the  Ministry  become  responsible  for  his  acts. 
The  time  may  come  when  it  may  be  necessary  to 
call  upon  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  to  remove  the 
Governor,  and  it  would  be  a  most  peculiar  con- 
stitutional doctrine  to  say  that,  in  such  a  case,  the 
Ministry,  being  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the 
Governor,  should  be  removed  with  him.  If  the 
Ministry  are  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  Go- 
vernor, why  was  His  Excellency  censured  by  the 
House?  Why  were  not  his  Ministers  censured? 
It  is  a  most  peculiar  thing  to  punish  a  man  who 
is  not  responsible  for  his  actions.  Even  a  mur- 
derer, if  he  be  a  lunatic,  is  not  punished,  because 
he  is  not  responsible  for  his  acts.  Now,  I  will 
refer  to  the  peculiar  memorandum  which  I 
think  the  Gbvemor  will  some  day  regret  having 
written,  for,  at  any  rate,  it  is  not  logical.  The 
Governor  insists  that  he  cannot  give  any  answer 
to  the  address  of  the  House  until  he  has  re- 
ferred the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
for  the  Colonies.  Does  not  that  raise  the  whole 
question  ?  Does  the  honorable  member  for  Wd- 
Ungton  City  mean  to  say  that  there  is  anything 
in  this  memorandum  relating  to  any  other  mat- 
ter than  the  address  of  this  House?  The 
honorable  gentleman  goes  the  length  of  saying 
that  we  cannot  punish  the  Governor  without 
also  punishing  Ministers.  Well,  opinions  differ. 
The  honorable  gentleman  begged  the  House  not 
to  consider  this  question  in  a  party  spirit,  and 
he  comes  down  to-night  and  tells  us  that  he  will 
not  proceed  with  his  motion.  Why?  Simply 
because  he  is  dictated  to  by  his  pa^y  leader; 
he  admits  in  this  House  that  he  does  not 
bring  on  his  motion  because  he  has  been  told 
not  to  do  so.  I  should  have  expected  that  he 
would  have  said  this :  "  I  look  upon  this  ques- 
tion as  affecting  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
Ministry,  of  this  House,  and  of  the  Governor; 
and  I  will  not  be  dictated  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont."  But,  in  reality,  he  now 
comes  down  and  says,  *'  I  have  joined  this  new 
party,  and  I  will  do  anything  my  leader  tells  me 
to  do."  He  asks  the  honorable  member  for  Eg* 
mont,  '*  What  shall  I  do  ?  Here  is  thy  servant, 
ready  to  do  thy  bidding."  He  says  this  con- 
stitutional question  is  not  to  be  touched.  Sir, 
they  have  asked  us  to  put  this  question  off,  in 
order  that  the  Governor  may  send  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale  an  ex  parte  view  of  the  whole  ques- 
tion, and  this  House  is  actually  placed  in  such 
a  position  that  neither  its  constitutional  posi- 
tion nor  its  pKvileges  can  be  vindicated,  simply 
because  the  nonorable  member  for  Egmont  a 
strong  enough  to  dictate  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  what  he  shall  do.    It  seemi 
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to  me  thftt  the  honoiftble  member  for  Egmont  is 
the  TepreeentatiTe  of  Welliagton  in  this  Hoase, 
ud  that,  in  fiEbct,  he  repreeents  two  constitaencies. 
And  tben  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  talks  aboat  partj  allegiance.    Bat  does  he 
mean  to  eaj  that  y^xty  allegiance  means  that  a 
few  men  shall  lead  this  House,  and  band  them- 
selree  together  and    saj,    "We  will    oust  the 
Ministry ;    we  will  join  a  constitutional  Oppo- 
sition ;  but  we  shall  not  do  so  from  anj  desire  to 
benefit  the  colony,  nor  from  a  wish  to  hare 
eoonomical  administration  —  all  we  want  to  do 
is  to  keep  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  in 
office  "  ?    Sir,  that  is  a  humiliating  thing  to  see 
in  this  Assembly.    Tou  may  search  through  the 
political  history  of  the  world  and  not  find  another 
such  case.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
has  suffered  for  the  colony ;  and  what  did  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  now  oppose  him  do  in 
1867?    Why,  they  passed  unanimously  in  this 
House  an  address  euloginng  the  conduct  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  the  highest  terms,  prais- 
ing him  for  what  he  had  done,  and  regretting 
tint  the  colony  was  losing  his  serrices.    And 
yet  this  honorable  gentleman  is  to  be  ostracized 
at  the  instance  oi  half  a  dozen  members  of 
this  House.    The  honorable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  talks  of  party  allegiance.    Was  he  not 
acainst  the  GoTcmment  from  the  beginning  of 
tne  session?     I  say  that  he  was  the  opponent 
of  the  lat«  Government  long  before  this  private 
anmngement  to  ostracize  the  present  Premier  was 
eome  to.     He  disagreed  with  the  views  of  the  late 
Government  regarding  Native  aff'airs    and  the 
Land  Bill ;  and  yet  he  is  one  of  those  who  say, 
•*We  will  join  the  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont, even  though  we  liave  condemned  him  by 
our  rotes  as  being  unfit*  to  manage  the  affairs 
of  the  colony ;  and  we  will  sacrifice  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  and  the  constitutional  position  of 
Ministers,  and  do  everything  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  tells  us  to  do."    There 
will  be  another  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the 
eonstitational  part  of  the  question,  so  I  shall 
not  alludo  to  it  now.     It  is  a  novel  thing  to  say 
Uiat,  the  Governor  by  his  action  having  thrown 
the  weight  of  his  position  in  the  scale  of  political 
parties  in  this  House,  and  hafing  shown  that  he 
baa  a  partisan  feeling,  the  present  Government 
ahonld  come  down  and  defend  him.     I  say  that 
if  we  take  no  notice   of  this  matter  we  shall 
aiCaUiah  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  the  result 
of  it  will  be  that  a  feeling  of  opposition  will  be 
eaoaed  between  the  Governor  and  the  honorable 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House.     If  the 
uovemor  is  to  say  that  as  soon  as  a  want-of- 
eoofidence  motion  is  tabled  he  is  to  cease  to  be 
advised  by  his  Constitutional  Advisers,  we  shall 
•oon  lire  under  a  system  of  despotism,  and  we 
■haO  no  longer  have  any  constitutional  Govern- 
ment.    I  have  no  doubt  that,  when  the  feelings 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City 
and  other  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House 
csdm   down,  they   will  perceive  that  they  have 
aeaumed  an   improper   position.      I  womd  ask 
honorable  members  to  throw  aside  all  party  bias 
in  considering  this  question ;  but  it  is  hopeless — 
ibay  will  not  do  eo.     The  honorable  gentleman 


has  read  an  extract  from  Earl  Bussell,  to  show 
that  that  statesman  pointed  out  the  dangers  of 
party  government,  and  no  doubt  this  is  one  of 
those  evils.  One  can  appeal  to  the  decisions  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  one  can  appeal  to  the 
decisions  of  various  colonial  Legislatures,  to  show 
that  all  parties  have  united  and  said,  <'  Whatever 
we  may  do  amongst  ourselves,  we  will  make 
a  stand  to  prevent  any  interference  with  our 
privileges."  I  am  glad  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  put  the  case  so  plainly 
as  he  did  to-night,  for  the  country  will  now  see 
that  this  is  not  a  question  of  administration,  but 
that  the  whole  question  which  has  raised  this 
agitation  against  the  present  Ministry  has  simply 
been  founded  on  party  feeling.  The  people  will 
now  see  that  that  is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  of 
it.  The  House  is  asked  to  say  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  is  now  Premier  is  to  be  ostracized 
by  a  lot  of  men  who,  compared  with  him,  have 
done  nothing  for  this  colony,  their  only  object 
being  that  they  may  get  into  power  and  rule  the 
country  as  they  please.  I  do  not  wish  to  com- 
ment on  the  position  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  has  taken  up;  but  I 
think  he  will  find  in  a  few  weeks  that  he  has 
made  a  mistake.  I  have  no  doubt  that  his  views 
on  that  point  will  change  from  what  they  are 
now.  Personally,  I  have  a  ereat  re^rd  for  him, 
and  his  position  in  his  profession  is  recognized 
by  all  the  lawyers  in  New  Zealand ;  but  it  is  a 
great  pity  to  see  a  man  in  his  position  dictated 
to  as  to  bis  political  conduct  in  this  House  by  a 
gentleman  in  whom  a  short  time  ago  he  declared 
he  had  no  confidence.  I  say  it  is  very  much  to 
be  regretted.  I  do  not  wish  to  comment  harshly 
on  the  conduct  of  the  honorable  member.  I  feel 
sure,  when  his  mind  is  calm,  when  the  heat  of 
contest  is  over,  he  will  regret  the  position  he  has 
taken  up.  I  am  sure  it  is  an  untenable  one,  and 
it  is  also  one  which  no  party  ties  ought  to  have 
induced  him  to  take  up. 

Mr.  BEES.— The  honorable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  did  me  the  honor  to  say  that  I  was 
hounding  down  the  Constitution  by  the  part  I 
was  taking  in  the  House.  He  also  made  some 
complimentary  remarks  in  referonoe  to  me.  I 
suppose  he  did  it  on  this  principle :  that,  if  he 
was  unable  to  defend  himself,  if  his  conduct  was 
so  inconsistent  that  every  one  could  see  it,  that 
those  who  ran  might  read  it,  the  best  thing  for 
himself  to  do  was  to  attempt  to  blacken  the 
character  of  others,  and  to  bring  them  as  near  as 
he  possibly  could  to  the  shade  which  his  own 
political  character  had  taken.  I  should  like  to 
ask  him  to  point  out  to  this  House  one  single 
instance  when  I  have  hounded  down  the  consti- 
tutional rights  of  the  Assembly  or  people ;  when 
I  have  ever  given  utterance  to  a  word  or  cast  a 
single  vote  in  that  direction ;  when  I  haye  one 
week  accused  a  man  of  all  sorts  of  improper  con- 
duct as  leader  of  the  Government,  and  the  next 
week  followed  him  into  the  lobby ;  when  I  have 
brought  forward  a  motion  one  week  condemning 
one  person,  and  the  next  week  announcing  that 
the  foult  should  rest  on  the  shoulders  of  others. 
I  would  ask  him  when  I  have  been  guilty  of  toady- 
ing to  Judges  or  Gh)Temor8|  or  oaatmg  oat  any  pea- 
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iion  of  rights — the  rights  of  the  people ;  when  I 
hare  been  guilty  of  anj  action  which  could  be,  by 
any  person  within  or  without  thb  House,  con- 
strued into  an  action  performed  from  improper 
motiTCs.  We  are  safe  m  this :  that  those  outside 
this  House  will  gauge  the  character  of  those  in- 
side ;  will  weigh  the  conduct  of  those  who  have 
been  recently  ejected  from  the  Ministerial  benches; 
of  those  who,  when  pretending  to  take  the  part 
of  one  party,  were  secretly  holding  communi- 
cation with  the  enemy;  of  those  who  were 
determined  to  cast  aside  those  sentiments  of 
honor  which  bind  men  one  to  another  in  the 
House ;  of  those  who  are  like  a  cork  dancing  on 
the  waves,  or  like  the  feather  carried  off  by  the 
winds ;  who  cannot  tell  one  day  what  their  posi- 
tion will  be  the  next ;  who  may  give  reasons  to- 
day, but  cannot  tell  what  their  reasons  will  be 
to-morrow.  I  am  very  thankful  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  not  with  us,  as  also  some  other 
honorable  gentlemen,  for,  whatever  we  have  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  we  have  this:  that  we 
are  able  to  trust  one  another;  that,  if  we  have 
to  fight  back  to  back,  we  are  not  afraid  that 
those  who  are  behind  us  will  turn  round  to  the 
enemy  and  plunge  the  dagger  of  the  assassin 
between  our  shoulders.  We  are  not  afraid  of 
that.  I  am  afraid  that  those  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  are  hardly  able  to  reckon 
upon  their  friends.  I  am  afraid  that,  when 
it  comes  to  that  time  when  they  are  absolutely 
dependent  upon  the  good  faith  of  those  in  whom 
Ihey  put  their  trust,  that  trust  will  be  mislaid,- 
and  that  they  will  foil  into  the  mire.  Sir,  there 
is  one  portion  of  His  Excellency's  memoranda 
which  seems  to  be  peculiarly  applicable  to  the 
present  case.  He  says,  "  The  CK>vemor,  by  the 
privilege  of  the  House,  was  not  supposed  to  know 
what  was  going  on.  He  had  no  voice  in  the 
House.  He  was  not  in  any  way  allowed  to  ex- 
plain his  conduct,  or  to  produce  evidence  or  pre- 
cedent in  his  favour.  He  could  not  employ 
counsel."  But,  Sir,  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City  has  constituted  himself  his 
counsel. 

Mr.  TEAVEES.— Without  fee. 

Mr.  BEES.^The  honorable  member  was  the 
self -constituted  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  and 
he  immediately  goes  round  and  becomes  the  self- 
constituted  counsel  for  the  defendant,  without  fee 
in  either  case,  except  that  fee  spoken  of  by  Qt>ld- 
win  Smith  in  the  article  I  was  alluding  to  the 
other  night — an  article  which  I  would  commend 
to  the  honorable  member's  consideration.  That 
article  shows  how,  in  all  places,  there  are  always 
about  these  qucui-rojal  courts  persons  who  be- 
come naturally  parasites — who  become  absolutely 
toadies  in  the  very  worst  sense  of  the  term.  I 
would  recommend  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
the  perusal  of  that  article,  in  which  he  may  learn 
a  very  great  deal,  and  he  may  see  reduced  to  a 
theory  the  practice  of  some  persons  vrith  whom 
he  may  be  aicquainted.  The  honorable  gentleman 
deprecated  charges.  I  think  that  he  always 
deprecates  charges  in  this  House.  He  gets  up 
and  immediately  deprecates  charges,  and,  hurry-  ' 
ing  on  one  word  swiftly  on  the  top  of  another, 
and  before  he  has  allowed  a  proper  period  to 
Mr.  Meet 


intervene  between  one  sentence  and  another,  be 
immediately  begins  to  make  charges  against  other 
persons.  I  must  sav  that  I  was  struck  with  the 
remark  which  has  been  commented  upon  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout). 
I  allude  to  the  charge  made  against  flie  hoDO^ 
able  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G-.  Gbey). 
History  repeats  itself.  We  have  heard  in  &s 
House  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  pan 
a  eulogium  on  the  very  gentleman  whom  he 
wi^  opposing  as  Premier.  We  have  heard 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  do  the  same 
thing;  and  we  have  heard  to-night  the  Isit 
eulogium,  passed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  upon  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames.  Just  the  same  as  in  the  dd 
Athenian  story,  the  only  possible  reason  any  one 
of  them  gives  for  their  opposition  to  the  hono^ 
able  gentleman  is,  at  least  so  far  as  the  iDfo^ 
mation  given  by  them  to  the  House  is  concerned, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  deeerves  well  of  his 
country.  They  have  heard  him  spoken  well  of 
for  years.  It  is  exactly  the  same  reason  which 
animated  the  Athenian  citiiens  against  Arii- 
tides  which  seems  to  animate  honorable  eentle- 
men  towards  the  honorable  member  ror  the 
Thames.  It  would  not  be  correct  to  impute 
motives  in  this  House,  but  we  cannot  but  remem- 
ber what  has  taken  place  during  the  last  two 
sessions  in  relation  to  gentlemen  who  were  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  and  who  are  now  members 
of  it.  We  remember  what  took  place  in  regsrd 
to  the  honorable  member  for  the  Waikato,  who 
was  actually  declared  not  disqualified  to  si^  in  the 
House  as  a  member  by  reason  of  a  contract  en- 
tered into  for  90,000  acres  of  land,  the  only  reason 
for  exemption  being  that  the  contract  was  ilkgaL 
Q-entlemen  in  that  position  may  have  good  reason 
for  not  wishing  to  see  the  present  Premier  at  the 
head  of  the  Gh)vemment.  They  may  have  reasons 
which  are  very  weighty  reasons,  which  are  veiy 
strong  indeed.  And  so  you  may  go  on.  I  have 
heard  a  very  animated  speech — an  attack  upon 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames — proceed- 
ing from  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taierl 
It  is  a  well-known  axiom  that  there  is  never 
a  man  so  bitter  against  others,  there  is  never  so 
much  animosity  shown  and  spoken  by  the  mouth 
of  any  man,  as  by  that  of  the  man  who  has  been 
a  traitor  to  those  who  trusted  him.  These  wdl- 
known  maxims  have  come  out  wonderfully  true. 
When  a  man  has  sold  himself;  when  a  man 
professes  to  act  with  one  party  and  acts  with 
another  secretly  in  the  dark ;  when  an  honor- 
able gentleman  is  meeting  with  one  party  and 
is  holding  up  his  hands  to  see  what  he  can  get 
from  another ;  when  he  is  doing  this — when  he  is 
casting  bis  principles  to  the  winds  absdutelv 
careless  of  principles,  careless  of  the  trust  whi(m 
others  have  reposed  in  him,  careless  of  their  good 
name  ;  when  he  gives  up  everything  that  other 
men  hold  dear  in  order  to  enjoy  the  sweets  of 
office  for  a  short  time  ;  when  the  Nemesis  comes 
upon  him  ;  when  he  begins  to  think  that  he  has 
sacrificed  the  substance  for  the  shadow,  he  can 
only  look  back  with  a  feeling  of  shame,  and  k)ok 
forward  without  any  hope.  There  are  various 
motives  whioh  animate  men.    I  am  glad  to  say 
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ihttt  the  people  oatside  this  Houfle,  the  con- 
■tituents,  will  bo  ahle  to  underttand  the  motiTes 
which  actuate  honorable  members  in  the  votes 
which  are  given  here.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  this  question  not  being  treated  as  a 
partj  question — that  it  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a 
partj  question.  When  it  was  said  to  me,  "  Did 
not  ^  jonr  partj  vote  on  the  one  side  ? "  I 
said,  "  Certainly  they  did."  There  is  not  a 
single  member  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
is  not  prepared  to  go  to  his  oonstituents  upon 
that  vote ;  but  I  should  like  to  know  how  many 
members  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  will 
defend  the  vote  which  they  have  given  in  relation 
to  this  matter  when  they  are  questioned  about 
it  on  the  hustings.  That  is  the  true  reason 
why  it  h&B  been  treated  as  a  party  question; 
that  is  the  true  position  in  which  to  put  the 
matter.  The  question  is,  when  a  man  stands 
up  before  those  who  sent  him  here  to  represent 
them,  whether  he  is  able  to  defend  and  justify 
the  course  he  has  taken  ;  whether,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  greatness  of  the  principles  at  stake, 
prinmples  wl^oh  involve  the  whole  of  our  consti- 
tutional government,  the  whole  of  the  constitu- 
tional lil^rty  and  freedom  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealand,  men  are  prepared  reasonably  to  defend 
the  aotion  they  have  taken  when  they  are  called 
to  aoeonnt,  when  they  are  called  to  give  an  ac- 
oonnt  of  the  stewardship  committed  to  them  by 
the  people  whom  they  represent.  I  assert  that 
every  honorable  member  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  voted  will  reasonably  expect  his  constituents 
to  indorse  what  he  has  done ;  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  a  single  honorable  member  on  -the 
otiii^  side  of  the  House  who  will  expect  his 
constituents  to  do  the  same  thing  in  regard  to 
kis  vote.  We  have  been  distinctly  told  by  the 
hon<mible  member  who  first  deprecated  party 
spirit  beinff  introduced  into  this  question — we 
nave  been  oustinctly  told  by  him  to-night  that  he 
Ibrbore  to  bring  on  his  motion  because  he  was 
eompdled  so  to  do  by  the  chief  of  his  party.  I 
was  slightly  amused  at  the  honorable  gentleman. 
He  said  that  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  accused  the  others  of  wishing  to  get 
baek  to  oflloe.  Now,  there  may  be  sdme  small 
9olaiimm  in  the  matter,  but  it  was  not  right  to 
aoeose  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  wishing  to 
get  into  office. 

Mr.  TBAYEBS.— It  is  rather  a  grave  thing  to 
saj  that  the  sole  motive  was  to  get  into  office.  I 
doay  that  altogether. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  do  not  exactly  understand  the 
voids  used.  They  seem  to  be  placed  in  a  differ- 
ent sense.  It  was  currently  rumoured  not  long 
fligo  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  engaged  in 
forming  Ministry  after  Ministry,  and  the  only 
feature  common  to  all  the  Ministries  he  planned 
waa  that  the  central  star  of  each  succeeding 
galaxy  was  the  honorable  gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  TBAYEBS.  —  That  is  private  history, 
sorely? 

Mr.  RESS.— Private  history !  It  is  very  illus- 
tnotts  private  history,  but  it  is  the  private  nistoiy 
of  the  repreaentaiives  of  the  people,  and  there- 
im  the  history  of  the  people  themselves.  The 
hoa^abU  gfrntJeman  attempts  to  make  and  nomi- 


nates Ministry  after  Ministry,  and  desires  to  be 
a  member  of  each  himself.  Surely  it  would  be 
well  that  his  constituents  should  know  what  price 
to  put  upon  him. 

Mr.  TRAVEES.— What  the  honorable  mem- 
her  says  is  perfectly  true ;  but  these  matters  are 
usually  treated  as  private.  If,  however,  the 
whole  thing  is  to  be  declared  in  the  House,  I 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  making  an  expla- 
nation. As  the  honorable  member  has  raised  the 
point,  I  may  say  that  I  was  constantly  invited — 
fully  twenty  times  in  the  last  few  weeks — ^to  take 
office  with  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  did  not  know  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  been  asked.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
asked  him. 

Mr.  TBAYEBS.— If  the  honorable  gentleman 
wishes  to  know  by  whom  I  was  asked,  I  may  say 
I  was  asked  by  the  honorable  sentleman  to  whom 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  is  now 
speaking.  I  should  not  have  stated  this,  but  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  is  now 
quoting  matters  which  are  usually  treated  as  pri- 
vate. 

Mr.  LABNACH. — I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber makes  a  mistake.  I  have  no  recollection  of 
asking  the  honorable  member  to  join  the  Minis* 
try. 

Mr.  TBAVEBS.— All  I  can  say  is  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  came  to  my  office  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Bunny). 

Mr^LABNAOH.— That  is  true;  but  I  never 
made  any  proposal  to  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  am  sorry  I  raised  this  question. 
I  never  knew  that  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
been  asked  twenty  times  within  the  last  few  weeks 
to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  Qovernment  benches.  I 
never  had  any  conversation  with  the  honorable 
gentleman.  1  only  knew  that  it  was  matter  of 
public  t^  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
no^  content  to  join  a  Ministry,  but  must  form 
Ministries  himself,  in  each  one  of  which  he  was 
to  have  been  as  the  central  sun  round  which 
they  would  revolve.  The  honorable  gentleman  is 
always  telling  us  that  we  are  under  a  misappre* 
hension.  We  are  now  under  a  misapprehension 
about  the  motion  before  the  House.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  reminds  me  very  much  of  a  story, 
which,  I  think,  is  known  to  most  members  of  the 
House,  of  a  Mr.  Williams,  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  did  not  pronounce  his  words  very 
plainly.  He  was  going  into  the  House  one  day 
with  Mr.  Qlynn,  a  whip  of  f  he  Government,  who 
said  to  him,  **  Would  you  like  to  be  a  Viscount, 
Mr.  Williams  ?  "  He  immediately  rushed  into 
the  House,  and  cried  out  "Privilege,  Mr.  Spedter, 
privilege !  **  There  was  a  dead  silence  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  he  was  asked  what  question  of 
privilege  he  had  to  raise.  "  Sir,"  he  said,  "  the 
Government  want  to  bribe  me;  they  want  to 
make  me  a  TFisoount  1 "  The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  the  **  Wisoount,"  and  I  hope  he  will  be 
known  as  "  Wiseount  Travera."  It  seems  re- 
nuurkable  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  always 
under  a  misapprehension. 

Mr.  TBAYBBS.— I  am  under  none. 

Mr.  BEES.-~Under  none !    Then  I  mnit  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


158 


Privilege. 


[HOUSE.] 


Privilege. 


[Not.  12 


tmder.a  great  one,  for  I  haye  heard  the  honor- 
able  gentleman's  statement  contradicted. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— I  heard  it  myself. 

Mr.  REES.— I  am  obliged  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  for  his  statement.  He  appealed  to  me 
yerj  feelingly,  leaning  gracefully  on  the  books  on 
the  desk  before  him,  saying  that  this  was  private 
talk.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  ne?er  heard  it. 
'  Mr.  TRAVERS.— Therefore  you  should  not 
repeat  -what  you  know  nothing  about. 

Mr.  REES. — If  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
put  himself  in  a  ridiculous  position,  so  that  men 
jeer  at  his  making  Ministries  and  saying,  "  This 
position  would  fit  the  honorable  member  for 
Atou,  and  this  position  myself,  and  this  would 
suit  somebody  else,  and  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  " — but  always  to  be  there  himself 
— I  cannot  help  it.  There  is  not  a  member  of 
this  House  so  eaten  up  with  vanity  and  self- 
oonceit,  not  to  mention  the  small  item  of  voting 
one  day  with  one  party  and  another  day  with 
another,  as  the  honorable  ^ntleman.  If  he  puts 
himself  in  that  position,  is  he  to  say  that  these 
matters  are  not  to  be  debated  ?  Why,  he  is 
making  a  laughing-stock  of  himself  to  the  whole 
country.  There  is  not  a  penny  newspaper  in  the 
countiT  in  the  columns  of  which,  if  he  looks  into 
them,  he  will  not  find  dozens  of  cases  of  privilege 
in  which  he  himself  is  concerned,  quite  as  great 
as,  and  far  greater  than,  that  of  the  late  Attorney- 
General  against  Jones,  and  likely  to  give  as  large 
an  amount  of  satisfaction  to  the  prosecutor.  The 
position  of  affairs  in  New  Zealand  is  tolerably 
interesting  at  present.  The  honorable  member 
for  Egmont,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  pro- 

r)d  the  other  day  that  this  resolution  shoidd 
postponed  until  half-past  seven  o'clock  this 
evening — I  believe  he  was  the  honorable  member 
who  moved  it — and  the  first  thing  he  does,  when 
the  time  has  arrived  for  discussing  the  ques- 
tion, is  to  move  that  it  shall  be  postponed  for  a 
week.  His  followers,  including  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Welhngton  City  and 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  implicitly 
voted  that  the  question  should  be  taken  at  half- 
past  seven  this  evening,  and  those  very  gentle- 
men now  vote  that  it  shall  be  postponed  for  a 
week.  There  is  no  question  in  their  vote  about 
constitutional  law,  or  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people.  It  is  impossible  to  believe  that,  in 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  any  question,  how- 
ever great  the  interests  at  stake,  can  be  discussed 
without  the  purest  party  spirit  being  allowed  to 
weigh  with  the  honorable  members  on  that  side 
of  Uie  House.  I  am  able  to  say,  too,  that  the 
people,  who  are  the  ultimate  tribunal,  take  the 
same  view,  and  possibly  they  will  take  some  me- 
thod more  forcible  than  polite  towards  certain 
public  men  in  showing  their  appreciation  of 
their  conduct.  This  is  not  to  be  forgotten :  that 
the  question  at  issue  is  a  Question  Uiat  interests 
all  of  us  equally.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
His  Excellency  will  thank  those  honorable  gentle- 
men for  putting  him  in  the  position  in  which 
they  have  placed  him.  They  are  putting  His 
Excellency  into  a  most  false  and  disagreeable 
position.  They  are  putting  him  into  a  position 
whioh  is  not  a  true  one,  aud  which,  if  they  are 
Mr,  Mee9 


his  friends,  they  should  not  allow  him  to  occii^. 
The  first  duty  which  this  House  owed  to  His 
Excellency,  as  the  representative  of  Her  Majesty 
and  a  constituent  part  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
Zealand,  was  calmly  to  discuss  tMs  question,  and 
to  decide  it,  not  in  the  spirit  of  party,  but  furly 
and  honorably  and  justly  in  relation  to  the  who^ 
matter,  and,  acknowledging,  as  the  House  hit 
already  done,  that  His  Excellency  had  inadTe^ 
tently  infringed  the  privileges  of  the  House,  to 
have  said  so  quietly  aad  without  heat.  Those 
honorable  gentlemen  should  have  allowed  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  to  have  been  sent  Home,  to 
allow  not  only  the  Secretary  of  State  to  judge, 
but  the  public  also ;  for  this  matter  will  not  rest 
with  the  Secretary  of  State — it  will  attract  a 
Tery  large  amount  of  public  attention  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  therefore  I  say  that  this  House  shoald 
reasonably  and  calmly  come  to  a  decision,  and 
allow  the  whole  matter  to  go  not  only  before 
the  Secretary  of  State,  but  before  the  disceming 
people  of  the  Home  country.  It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  a  question  of  this  kind,  raised  in  aa 
important  part  of  England's  Colonial  Empire,  will 
be  allowed  to  rest  quietly  in  the  Colonial  Office, 
particularly  now  that  the  Imperial  QovemmeDi 
are  so  much  interested  in  all  colonial  matters. 
As  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has 
shown,  a  very  great  change  in  that  respect  has 
come  over  the  feelings  of  the  Home  authorities 
within  the  last  few  years.  People  at  Home  are 
now  doing  all  they  can  to  draw  the  bonds  be- 
tween the  mother-country  and  her  colonies  as 
close  as  possible.  Is  it  likely,  then,  that  this 
question  will  not  be  discussed  in  the  leading 
London  journals,  and  in  the  principal  papoi 
throughout  the  country  ?  Certainly  it  wUl.  Per- 
sons who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
England,  and  especially  with  its  constitntioQal 
history — the  great  masters  of  constitutional  law 
— will  give  their  opinion  upon  the  whole  of  this 
question ;  and  I  say  that  the  majority  to-night  of 
**  one  "  have  actually  placed  this  Mouse  in  the 
position  of  being  dumb  in  relation  to  its  own 
privileges  when  me  question  comes  before  those 
people.  Sir,  those  members  have  committed  a 
wrong  against  this  House,  they  have  committed 
a  wrong  against  the  Government  of  the  colony, 
they  have  committed  a  wrong  against  the  Crown 
in  refusing  to  allow  the  House  to  discuss  the 
matter  and  come  to  a  decision  upon  it.  What 
was  the  reason  ?  Was  there  a  single  reason  given? 
We  have  had  really  none.  We  heard  a  number 
of  sentences  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City.  I  might  say  a  flood  of  words 
came  rolling  out  of  his  mouth  more  swiftly 
than  his  mind  could  guide  them.  He  abandoned 
the  helm,  and  the  words  came  floating  out  like 
boats  set  afloat  in  a  strong  wind  on  a  rapid  stream 
by  small  boys  who  know  not  where  they  are  going 
or  what  wUl  become  of  them.  The  honorable 
gentleman's  oratory  is  generally  of  that  character. 
When  he  begins  to  speak  he  does  not  know 
where  he  is  going  to,  and  when  he  sits  down  be 
is  quite  as  much  astonished  at  the  result  as  any 
other  honorable  member  of  the  House.  It  is  his 
usual  custom  to  say  one  thing  to-day  and  ano^er 
to-morrow,  just  as  he  haa  done  in  this  matter. 
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The  queftions  here  inTolred  are  rerj  grave  indeed. 
There  are  three  or  four  principles  contained  in 
the  qoestion  which  are  of  vital  importance  to  the 
colony — that  is,  if  the  liberties  granted  bj  the 
Ooostitiition  are  to  be  regarded  as  of  any  value. 
There  is  first  this : —  . 

"The  Governor,  however,  cannot  admit  that 
their  responsibility  should  be  so  limited,  because, 
if  the  act  of  the  Governor  is  such  that  the 
Goremment  cannot  accept  or  defend  it,  it  is  their 
daty  to  resign,  in  order  that  the  Governor  may 
he  able,  if  ne  can,  to  form  a  Government  who 
would  support  his  views.'' 

That  is  not  constitutional  law.  It  is  not  the 
Tiews  of  the  Governor  that  have  to  be  main- 
tained. If  it  be  simply  this,  that  the  Ministry 
are  to  support  the  views  of  the  Governor,  then 
this  House  is  not  the  Government  at  all.  It 
seems  to  me,  according  to  all  constitutional 
practice,  that  the  Executive  is  to  tender  adfioe 
until  the  Governor  cannot  take  it,  not  till  he  can- 
not agree  with  it ;  nor  yet  that  the  Government 
are  to  fall  in  with  the  Gk>Ternor'B  views.  Then 
we  are  told  that  "  this  question,  as  to  the  extent 
to  which  G^ovemment  are  responsible  to  Parlia- 
ment for  the  acts  of  the  Governor,  is  one  which 
cannot  possibly  be  decided  in  the  colony."  Here 
is  a  statement  that  we  cannot  decide  our  own 
mattera.  This  matter  is  to  be  allowed  to  go 
Home  to  be  settled,  while  this  House  is  to  be 
rendered  dumb  by  a  majority  of  one.  Then 
there  is  another  exemplification  of  the  remarkable 
opinions  of  the  Governor:  "The  Governor  has 
therefore  decided  to  forward  the  whole  case  for 
the  consideration  and  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
State."  Sir,  this  House  will  not  yield  to  any  deci- 
sion— thifl  oountrT>  I  say,  Sir,  will  not  yield  to  any 
deciaiott — that  is  formed  by  the  Secretary  for  State 
on  sDoh  a  matter  as  this.  We  are  ourselves  able 
to  come  to  a  decision,  and  it  is  onl^  by  a  decision 
of  this  House  that  the  country  will  be  govemed. 
Butyet,  while  we  are  told  that  this  matter  is  to 
go  Mome,  a  majority  of  one  in  this  House  has 
postponed  any  action  on  our  part  in  order  that 
tiie  time  may  go  by  during  which  the  House  might 
give  an  expression  of  opinion  before  the  docu- 
ments are  transmitted  Home  bj  the  Governor. 
Then  there  is  another  point.    We  read, — 

"  In  conclusion,  the  Governor  would  wish  to 
state  that,  in  reply  to  a  telegram  from  himself, 
he  has  heard  from  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  that  a 
precedent,  which  appears  very  nearljr  similar,  did 
ooeur  to  Lord  fielmore,  and  that  his  action  was 
approved  of  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate.  The 
Governor  wishes  to  place  no  stress  upon  this 
information,  as  he  has  not  been  able  to  find  the 
case,  and  does  not  know  how  far  it  may  be 
parallel ;  but  it  is  his  intention,  if  the  case  has 
been  published,  to  request  Sir  Hercules  Robinson 
to  famish  him  with  a  copy  as  soon  as  possible." 

I  think  that  this  colony  and  the  other  colonies 
should  be  made  clearly  aware  of  the  position 
colonial  Governors  occupy.  If  tliey  are  to  be  a 
close  oligarchy,  a  secret  tribunal,  responsible  to 
nobody,  with  only  a  species  of  authority  held 
over  them,  and  that  a  wrongful  authority,  ss  was 
shown  by  the  Premier  this  evening,  and  irre- 
spective of  the  countries  which  they  gorero,  then 


I  think  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  these 
colonies  are  in  a  very  bad  state  indeed.  The 
House  will  do  well  to  take  into  consideration  all 
these  matters,  and,  sinking  party  considerations, 
seek  to  discover  what  is  best  for  the  people,  and 
what  will  best  conserve  and  enhance  the  privi- 
leges of  the  people,  rather  than  curtail  them.  I 
feel  sorry  for  the  vote  taken  this  evening,  and  I 
am  sure  that  the  whole  country  will  feel  sorry  for 
what  has  been  done.  I  have  no  doubt  what  the 
verdict  of  the  people  will  be,  and  what  will  be  re- 
marked  at  Home--that  it  is  a  pity  there  were  to 
be  found  in  this  Assembly  a  majority  so  lost  to 
eveiy  sense  of  what  was  due  to  the  constituencies 
as  to  close  up  the  month  of  this  Assembly  in 
order  that  it  mi^ht  not  be  heard  on  a  matter 
so  vital  to  its  interests  as  this  is.  If  this 
matter  is  to  be  postponed  for  a  week,  it  cannot 
be  supposed  that  there  is  any  chimce  of  a  fur 
and  full  decision  being  come  to  at  all.  I  pre- 
sume that  that  is  the  intention ;  and  it  is  as  well 
that  the  House  should  adjourn  and  shelve  the 
whole  matter,  so  that  it  may  come  forward  in 
a  fresh  form.  I  shall  not  remark  upon  the 
motion  contemplated  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City,  because  he  seems  to  have 
abandoned  it.  I  do  not  know  why — ^whether  he 
thinks  it  is  not  a  proper  motion,  or  whether  he 
thinks  he  could  not  carry  it— but  he  has  postponed 
it  at  the  bidding  of  his  chief.  I  regret  that  the 
whole  question  has  not  been  discusMd,  because  I 
do  not  think  it  has  been  raised  in  the  colonies 
before.  I  do  not  know  of  any  instance  later  than 
the  American  colonies,  when  they  not  only  de- 
clined to  allow  Secretaries  of  State  to  interfere 
with  their  deliberations  and  infringe  their  powers, 
but  refused  to  allow  the  English  Parliament  to 
do  it.  The  men  in  those  Assemblies  did  not 
dose  their  mouths.  No ;  they  risked  their  lives 
and  their  properties  to  preserve  their  liberties. 
Let  us  suppose  that  the  majority  which  to-night 
voted  had  oeen  in  the  Assembly,  say,  of  Mawa- 
cbusetts,  would  the  people  of  America  ever  have 
been  freed  from  their  burdens  ?  I  trust  the  time 
is  shortly  coming  when  we  shall  go  forth  for 
the  decision  of  the  people  upon  these  and  other 
matters  which  agitate  the  public  mind.  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  appeal  to  the  constituencies, 
and  do  away  with  tne  personal  animosities  and 
dislikes  in  this  House,  and  get  rid  of  certain 
parties  who  are  possessed  of  an  insatiable  desire 
to  get  back  into  office.  The  attitude  taken  up 
by  ex-Ministers  since  they  resigned  their  seats 
haa  been  remarkable,  with  (he  exception  of  the 
case  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri, 
who  has  attempted  to  do  some  work,  and  to 
give  time  and  consideration  to  business,  as  well 
as  to  give  Ministers  the  benefit  of  his  delibera- 
tions. What  has  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  been  doing  ?  His  occupation  has  been  a 
series  of  attempts  to  write  motions  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Government.  He  consults  the 
ex-Attomey-General,  and  studies  the  Standing 
Orders  and  May's  "  Parliamentary  Practice  "—  he 
will  be  quite  a  constitutional  lawyer  directly — 
but  that  is  all  he  does.  As  for  being  of  anv  use, 
why,  the  Assembly  might  just  as  well  be  without 
him.    Ho  just  goes  tar  enough  to  show  that 
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he  would  bite  if  he  could;  but  he  cannot  do 
that.  He  has  not  been  able  to  get  hii  illus- 
triouB  "No.  3"  on  yet,  and  it  strikes  me  he 
will  not  be  able  to  get  it  on  for  a  considerable 
time  yet.  Still  he  goes  on  earnestly  in  his  work 
of  drawing  up  notices  of  motion ;  and  that  is  all 
be  does.  I  hope  the  people  of  New  Zealand  will 
take  notice  of  all  that  these  gentlemen  hare  done 
since  they  hare  been  out  of  office,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri.  I 
do  not  belicTe  they  have  spoken  upon  any  subject 
except  it  has  been  against  the  Ministry.  I  do 
not  belieTo  they  have  done  anything  except  to 
support  any  vote  which  would  retard  business 
and  harass  the  Ministry ;  and  this  is  the  work  of 
representing  the  people.  If  they  cannot  get  into 
office  they  will  do  nothing.  Sometimes,  as  the 
other  night,  the  honorable  member  goes  so  far 
as  to  say  he  will  stop  all  business ;  but  he  was 
afraid  to  carry  out  that  threat.  I  would  not 
make  threats  which  I  had  not  the  courage  to 
carry  out.  I  would  not  say  I  would  do  anything 
before  I  was  prepared  to  do  it.  But  he  knew 
that  if  he  attempted  to  stop  the  Land  Bill  he 
would  find  boisterous  weather  among  his  own 
party.  The  country  is  thoroughly  weary  of  this 
work.  The  country  desires  absolutely  either  that 
the  present  Ministry  shall  be  allowed  to  finish 
the  work  and  prorogue  the  House,  or  that  the 
House  shall  be  dissolred  and  that  we  all  shall 
render  an  account  to  our  constituents.  I  am 
afraid  some  will  not  come  back.  For  instance, 
if  report  be  true,  the  honorable  gentleman  oppo- 
site will  not  again  represent  Wellington  City. 
I  hope  we  shall  go  to  our  constituents.  What- 
eyer  we  on  this  side  are  afraid  of,  we  are  not 
afraid  of  meeting  our  constituents;  we  are  not 
afraid  of  that  tribunaL  We  have  done  what 
we  could  to  benefit  the  country,  and  we  are 
quite  ready  to  go  on  in  our  present  course  with- 
out selfishness.  We  are  prepared  to  do  as  much 
as  we  can,  and,  if  the  honorable  gentlemen  op- 
posite can  say  that,  I  hare  no  doubt  that  they 
will  meet  with  (he  same  reception  from  their 
constituents  as  we  shall  from  ours.  I  hope  the 
adjournment  will  be  agreed  to,  and  that  this 
matter  will  be  shelved,  so  that  it  may  come 
before  us  in  another  form. 

Mr.  TBAVERS.— I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
by  way  of  personal  explanation.  I  maae  it  my 
business,  since  I  spoke,  to  see  Mr.  Bunny,  who, 
in  the  presence  oi  four  other  gentlemen,  quite 
confirmed  my  statement. 

Mr.  LABNACH. — I  can  only  say  that  on  one 
occasion,  in  company  with  Mr.  Bunny,  I  went 
to  see  the  honorable  member;  but  neither  Mr. 
Bunny  nor  myself  made  any  proposal  as  to 
offering  him  a  place  in  the  Ministry.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  proposals  being  made  to  him  on  any 
other  occasion. 

Mr.  SUTTON.  — If  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months  we  have  to  face  our  constituents,  I  think 
that  the  issue  will  be  decided  upon  a  much 
larger  question  than  this  paltry  privilege  ques- 
tion. The  people  are  sick  and  tired  of  it.  As 
to  the  privileges  of  the  House  having  been  in- 
yaded,  it  is  all  nonsense,  and  no  one  knows  that 
better  than  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
Mr.  Sees 


City  (Mr.  Stout).  I  like  consistency.  I  have 
heard  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  (k 
the  G-ovemment,  and  the  Native  Minister,  and 
others  declaim  in  unmeasured  tones  against  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies;  but  I  find  that  those  honorable 
gentlemen  were  the  first  to  suggest  a  reference  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  That  will  be  seen  by 
enclosure  4,  page  8,  of  A.-5  of  the  Parliamentary 
Papers.  Honprable  members  may  laugh,  but  it 
will  be  found  that  the  document  is  dated  the  7th 
November,  and  that  is  the  earliest  date  of  the 
services  of  the  Secretary  of  State  being  called  into 
requisition.  It  was  the  Gbvemment,  and  not  the 
Governor,  who  suggested  the  reference  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  I  have  already  stated  that 
this  is  a  very  paltry  matter  to  waste  time  o?er.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  do  not  agree  with  the  action 
of  the  Committee.  I  do  not  think  the  matter 
should  have  been  gone  into  in  the  way  in  which 
it  was  gone  into,  and  I  find  that  my  opinions  are 
borne  out  by  the  papers  before  the  House.  The 
Governor  says  in  No.  3  that  the  paper  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  solely  upon  the  advice  of  Sir 
George  Grey.  Therefore  tne  Gbvemment  are 
solely  responsible.  I  trust  the  adjournment  will 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G^ISBOBNE.— I  have  no  wish  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  main  question  at  thii 
late  hour.  I  merely  wish  to  correct  a  statement 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East, 
who  said  that  there  was  no  precedent  of  a  Legis- 
lature having  remonstrated  on  an  analogous  sub- 
ject since  the  days  of  the  declaration  of  Ameri- 
can independence.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  Totes 
and  Proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
New  South  Wales,  in  which  I  find  that  on  the 
22nd  May,  1874,  an  analogous  question  aroie 
about  the  appointment  of  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  A  question  was  moved,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Foster, — 

"  *  That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  any  Governor  of  this 
colony  or  of  any  Secretary  of  State  in  Gbeat 
Britain,  whether  by  despatches  or  instructions,  or 
otherwise,  to  interfere  with  the  appointment  of 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  thiscobnj, 
or  on  the  part  of  any  Minister  of  the  Crown  m 
this  colony  to  sanction  such  interference,  so  as 
in  any  way  to  limit  or  restrain  the  power  of  the 
G-ovemment  of  this  colony  in  such  appointment^ 
or  to  permanently  limit  the  number  of  members 
of  such  Council,  or  to  confine  such  number  to  a 
fixed  standard,  is  contrary  to  law,  and  subvonive 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Gk>yemment 
and  Legislature  of  this  colony. 

** '  That  the  above  resolution  be  transmitted  by 
address  to  His  Excellency  the  Chovernor.' 

"  The  House  divided — Ayes,  19 ;  noes,  18. 

*'  And  so  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative." 

I  wish  that  this  House  had  an  opportunity  to 
vindicate  its  position  in  a  similar  manner  pre- 
viously to  the  departure  of  the  mail.  H  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  does  move 
his  motion,  I  should  like  to  move  as  an  amend- 
ment a  motion  embodying  the  substance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  New  South  Wdee. 
The  honorable  menu>er  for  Egmont  seems  det«^ 
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mined  that  tlie  motion  of  tlie  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  shall  not  come  on,  and  by 
a  majority  of  one  he  has  been  enabled  to  carry 
that  determination  into  effect. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  did  not  say  that  there  was  no 
analogous  case  as  to  the  appointment  of  a  Legis- 
lative  Councillor -and  ihe  proceedings  consequent 
upon  that.  I  eaid  that  there  was  no  precedent 
for  referring  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  JOYCE.— It  would  be  well  that  the  mo- 
tion for  the  adjournment  should  be  carried,  and 
the  motion  disposed  of  once  and  for  all.  The 
House  has  already  declared  that  His  Excellency 
has  committed  a  breach  of  the  privileg^es  of  the 
House,  and,  haying  done  that,  the  matter  was 
at  an  end  so  far.  I  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellington  City,  that  the  question  is 
DOW  diTided  into  two  parts,  and  I  look  upon  the 
second  part  much  in  this  light :  French  cooks 
are  able  to  make,  out  of  a  Tery  tasteless  material 
— the  white  of  eggs— a  compound  called  ome- 
lette to^^ffUe,  a  dish  which  has  a  rery  substantial 
appearance,  but  which  is  simply  froth.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  is  an 
adept  at  making  omelette  soufflie.  No  earthly 
good  can  result  from  pursuing  the  matter  fur- 
ther. If  His  Excellency  the  Q-overnor  chooses 
to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  his  own  gratification,  well  and  good ;  but 
the  House  has  already  decided  what  it  will 
do.  Unfortunately,  when  the  House  decided 
that  Hia  Excellency  had  committed  a  breach 
of  iia  priTileges,  it  did  not  feel  itself  in  a  posi- 
tion  to  do  what  it  would  do  in  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  citizen.  It  could  not  treat  him  as  it 
treated  Mr.  Jones.  It  could  not  bring  him  to 
the  bar  of  the  House.  The  first  part  of  the 
proceedings  was  an  impeachment  of  His  Ex- 
cellency's conduct;  but  there  seems  to  be  no 
precedent  which  would  justify  us  in  inflictuig 
punishment  upon  His  Excellency.  The  House  ap- 
pears to  have  oeen  content  with  having  declared 
His  Excellency  guilty  of  a  breach  of  its  privileges. 
It  had  to  stop  there,  because  it  had  no  means 
of  further  enforcing  its  power.  His  Excellency 
admits  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House ;  and  there  that  matter 
most,  end,  unless  the  House  sends  Home  an 
address  to  the  Crown  for  his  removal.  Possibly 
that  would  be  an  extreme  course  to  pursue, 
and  I  think  the  matter  may  as  weU  be  left  at 
rest.  I  shall  not  discuss  the  main  question  fur- 
ther than  to  say  that  there  would  have  been 
DO  necessity  for  any  further  interference  by  this 
House  if  His  Excellency  had  not  given  reasons 
for  refusing  to  nominate  Mr.  Wilson  to  the 
Legislative  Council.  These  questions  of  breaches 
of  privilege  are  troublesome  matters  to  deal  with, 
and  the  House  always  has  in  the  end  to  drop 
them  in  some  unsati^actory  manner.  The  least 
unsatisfactory  solution  of  the  question  would  be 
to  adjourn.  The  House  will  have  vindicated  its 
privileges  so  far,  that  His  Excellency  is  not  Ukely 
to  gire  it  any  further  trouble,  after  having  re- 
ceived something  in  the  nature  of  a  reprimand. 

Mr.  BEID.  —  I  think  this  small  matter  has 
been  very  much  magnified.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
io  formidable  as  to  threaten  the  Uberties  of  this 
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Parliament  to  the  extent  some  speakers  on  the 
opposite  side  seem  to  imagine.  The  que^tion  has 
taken  two  phases.  The  first  is  the  action  of  the 
Ministry  in  recommending  such  an  appointment, 
which  1  think  at  the  particular  time  was  censur- 
able.  I  think  the  Ministry  the  leader  of  which 
had  been  very  inquisitive  as  to  whether  there 
were  to  be  any  additions  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  belonging  to  a  party  some  of  the 
members  of  which  are  of  opinion  that  the  con- 
stitution of  that  body  is  not  satisfactory  at  the 
pre^nt  time,  and  that  some  alteration  should  be 
made  in  it — I  think  it  was  not  a  proper  act  on 
their  part  to  recommend  the  Government  f  o  make 
an  addition  to  the  Legislative  Council,  especially 
at  a  time  when  a  want-of-confidence  motion  was 
pending.  If  it  was  proper  under  such  circum- 
stances to  appoint  one  member,  it  would  be 
equally  proper  to  appoint  twenty  members ;  but 
at  such  a  time  it  was  not  proper.  Tlie  next 
stage  is  the  publication  of  the  correspondence, 
and  in  respect  to  tliat  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
Qovernor  is  responsible,  seeing  that  he  acted  on 
the  recommendation  of  his  Ministers ;  and  to  my 
mind  this  was  the  position  which  Ministers  should 
have  taken  up :  Either  they  should  huve  been 
content  to  waive  the  question  of  making  the  ap- 
pointment to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
or,  if  they  were  not  content  to  waive  that  ap-' 
point ment,  they  should,  in  laying  the  correspon- 
dence on  the  table,  have  intimated  that  they  had 
tendered  their  resignations,  and  that  they  only 
held  office  until  their  successors  were  appointed. 
They  should  have  adopted  one  of  tliose  two 
courses.  If  there  was  such  a  breach  as  to  justify 
the  resignation  I  believe  the  Government  would 
have  resigned,  knowing  well  that  this  House 
would  support  them.  Honorable  members  may 
be  sceptical  upon  that  point,  but  I  say  that,  no 
matter  what  was  the  state  of  party  feeling, 
I,  for  one,  should  have  supported  them  if  the 
privileges  of  this  House  had  been  invaded.  I 
am  confident  that  if  there  had  been  any  serious 
violation  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  on  the 
part  of  the  Governor  the  Government  would  have 
taken  up  that  po:'ition;  but  they  did  not  take 
either  of  these  courses,  and  consequently  their 
action  up  to  that  point  deserves  censure.  But 
when  it  comes  to  the  question  whether  this 
Parliament  is  to  determine  its  own  privileges,  or 
whether  they  are  to  be  determined  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  I  say  that  the  Parliament  will  de- 
termine its  own  privileges,  and  if  any  attempt  is 
made  to  interfere  with  those  privileges  the  House 
will  rise,  I  believe,  as  one  man,  and  resent  it. 
Much  has  been  made  of  the  reference  of  thiii 
matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  his  decision. 
I  do  not  understand  that  to  mean  that  the  action 
of  this  House  is  to  be  fettered  in  any  way.  If 
it  does,  it  will  soon  be  found  that  the  House  will 
not  quietly  submit.  The  Secretary  of  State  may 
instruct  the  Governor  as  to  what  his  position  is 
to  be  in  these  matters.  I  am  sure,  however,  that 
he  will  not,  in  giving  his  opinion,  lay  down  anv 
rule  for  the  guidance  of  this  Parliament.  Much 
has  been  said — and  I  must  say  that  I  fail  to  see 
the  force  of  the  argument,  coming  from  the 
quarter  from  which  it  does  come — regarding  the 
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interference  by  the  Secretary  of  State  with  this 
Parliament.  I  agree  that  there  should  be  no 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
but  I  ask  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City,  and  the  other  honorable  gentlemen  who  say 
so  much  on  this  point,  how  they  reconcile  their 
present  action  with  the  fact  that  they  agitated  to 
send  Home  a  petition  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
iraying  for  his  interference  in  relation  to  the 
eliberate  action  of  this  Assembly  on  the  Abo- 
lition question. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — That  petition  was  to  be 
sent  to  the  Queen,  and  not  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr.  REID.— That  is  a  mere  quibble.  The 
petition  would  have  gone  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  understood  that  at  a  conyention  which 
was  held  it  was  decided  that  the  Home  G-OTem- 
ment  should  be  asked  to  interfere  to  preyent  the 
decision  of  this  Parliament  in  regard  to  the 
abolition  of  proTinces  from  being  carried  into 
effect. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No.  There  were  two  petitions 
to  be  sent  Home.  One  of  them  prayed  for  the 
creation  of  Otago  into  a  separate  colony,  and  the 
other  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Gtovernment. 

Mr.  BEID. — The  object  of  the  petitions  was 
to  get  the  Home  Government  to  interfere  with 
a  decision  of  this  Parliament.  I  was  at  the  con- 
vention, and  I  was  greatly  astonished  to  hear 
gentlemen,  who  are  now  sticklers  for  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House,  talking  about  getting  an  out- 
side body  to  interfere  with  our  IocaI  affairs.  I 
am  glad,  however,  to  perceive  that  they  have  now 
seen  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  are  prepared  to 
adopt  a  more  constitutional  course,  by  declining 
to  allow  any  outside  body  to  interfere  with  the 
action  of  this  Parliament.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  has  undoubtedly  sung 
the  song  of  the  swan  to-niglit.  He  sang  melodi- 
ously. He  sane  to  the  constituencies  the  praises 
of  himself  and  Uie  party  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
no  doubt  many  who  were  not  here  to  hear  him 
will  read  those  praises  in  the  pages  of  Hansard, 
They  will  see  now  those  honorable  gentlemen 
have  stood  up  for  the  interests  of  the  people,  and 
how  ungrateful  that  people  will  be  if  they  do 
not  see  justice  done  to  them  at  the  forthcoming 
elections.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  also  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  of  those  who  do  not  see 
things  in  the  same  light  as  himself.  He  holds 
that  all  such  persons  should  be  ostracized  from 
this  Parliament,  and  that  their  places  should  be 
taken  by  men  who  would  be  led  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  and  his  chief  the  honorable  mem- 
ber tor  the  Thames.  I  think  that  it  is  just 
possible  that  the  public  may  have  taken  the  mea- 
sure of  the  honorable  member,  and  perhaps  they 
may  not  have  formed  so  high  an  opinion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  as  he  himself  holds.  It  is 
possible  that  they  may  form  a  different  estimate 
of  him,  and  that  he  may  not  stand  so  high  in 
their  esteem  as  he  imagines  he  does.  I  bold  tliat 
it  is  our  duty  to  act  according  to  our  convic- 
tions. We  should  not  allow  ourselves  to  be 
influenced  by  apprehensions  that  what  we  do 
will  not  be  thought  well  of  out:»ide  this  House, 
and  I  believe  that  those  who  allow  themselves  to 
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be  influenced  in  that  way  will  find  themselres  in 
the  wrong.  I  will  not  refer  to  the  personal 
allusions  which  the  honorable  gentleman  made 
to  me.  I  am  quite  content  to  leave  my  character 
and  my  dealings  to  be  judged  by  the  public.  I 
have  served  the  public  for  some  time,  and,  if  it 
be  that  they  judge  me  at  the  estimate  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  places  upon  me,  I  cannot 
help  it,  and  I  shall  offer  no  objection.  If  the 
public  think  it  is  time  for  me  to  retire  into  pri- 
vate life  I  am  quite  ready  to  do  so,  and  perhaps 
it  would  be  to  my  private  interest  to  do  so.  I 
endeavour  not  to  make  personal  allusions  regard- 
ing any  one,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wise  for  all 
of  us  to  follow  that  course.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  has  said  that  I  at* 
tacked  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  in 
a  bitter  manner.  Well,  I  un  not  aware  that  I 
attacked  him ;  I  combated  arguments  which  he 
had  used,  and  the  only  portion  of  my  remarks 
that  was  not  in  reply  to  his  arguments  was  that 
referring  to  the  constitutional  position  of  the 
Government  in  refusing  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  as  to  whether  they  have  a  majority  or  not ; 
and  in  that  I  made  no  personal  attack.  If  I  am 
not  as  smooth  a  speaker  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, I  regret  it,  but  I  say  that  I  am  not  actuated 
by  any  personal  feelings  against  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  or  any  other  member 
of  this  House.  In  fact,  I  do  not  allow  personal 
feelings  to  influence  me  in  this  House  at  all.  In 
conclusion,  I  will  say  that  I  think  we  have  wasted 
a  great  deal  too  much  time  over  this  matter. 
The  liberties  of  the  Parliament  are  not  at  stake. 
The  Parliament  has  certain  liberties  and  priri- 
leges,  and  if  any  attempt  were  made  to  interfere 
with  them  I  think  we  might  safely  leave  the 
House  to  deal  with  them.  If  the  Government 
think  there  is  an  important  constitutional  ques- 
tion, involving  the  freedom  and  privileges  of  this 
Parliament,  at  stake,  and  that  they  have  not  been 
treated  properly  by  His  Excellency,  they  should 
tender  their  resignations,  and,  if  it  were  found  that 
they  had  just  cause  for  complaint,  no  doubt  this 
House  would  assist  them  in  maintaining  its  pri- 
vileges. Until  they  take  some  action  of  that  soi4» 
we  cannot  think  that  there  has  been  any  infringe^ 
ment  of  the  liberties  of  this  Parliament. 

Sir  a.  aREY.— I  should  like  to  make  a  short 
explanation.  I  may  say,  first,  that  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri  spoke,  in  the  early  part  of 
his  speech,  like  a  man — nay,  more,  like  a  free  man 
— and  1  was  extremely  elad  to  hear  him  say  that 
this  matter  should  be  decided  by  ourselves.  I 
wish  to  refer  to  the  inconsistency  which  he  al- 
leged was  shown  by  us  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
It  is  quite  true  that  my  friends  and  myself  did 
propose  to  appeal  to  the  Crown  upon  one  sub- 
ject. We  hold  all  our  privileges  here  under  an 
Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  which  gives  to 
the  General  Assembly  certain  powers  over  other 
Legislatures  ;  and  the  question  was,  whether  this 
Assembly  was  acting  beyond  its  powers  and  op- 
pressing others — whether,  in  fact,  it  was  breaking 
the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  To  hsTS 
attempted  to  have  settled  that  question  ou^ 
selves  must  have  given  rise  to  serious  disputes { 
but  it  was  a  totally  different  question  from  the 
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one  which  has  now  been  raised.  The  honorable 
gentleman  himeelf  must  see  that.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  anything  else  in  the  speech  to  which  I 
need  alhide.  I  maj  saj  that  I  make  no  com- 
|daint  regarding  any  obserrations  the  honorable 

rntleman  has  ever  made  with  respect  to  mjself. 
endearour  always  to  refrain  from  wounding  the 
feelings  of  any  honorable  member,  and  any  re- 
marks the  honorable  member  for  the  Taien  has 
made  in  reference  to  myself  I  look  upon  as  if 
they  were  in  answer  to  arguments  of  my  own.  I 
shell  always  listen  carefully  to  any  reasons  he 
may  give  in  opposition  to  my  views. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BHOWN.— I  am  glad  the  honorable 
-member  for  the  Taieri  considers  this  a  very  small 
matter,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  treat  the 
motion  of  the  junior  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Travers)  as  one  of  very  small  importance.  I 
trust  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  will  be 
found  voting  on  this  question  as^if  it  were  a  very 
small  one.  If  it  is  such  a  very  small  question, 
why  should  we  adjourn  it  for  a  week  ?  Why  not 
dispose  of  it  to-night,  and  proceed  to  the  business 
of  the  country  P  We  have  been  taunted  by  the 
ex- Premier  for  going  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country  while  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
was  pending,  and  now  that  honorable  gentleman 
desires  that  we  should  have  two  motions  of  want 
of  confidence  before  us  while  the  work  of  the 
House  is  going  on.  Sir,  in  defiance  of  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  ex-Premier,  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  are  determined  and  will  continue  to  do 
useful  work  and  bring  the  session  to  an  early 
doee.  We  have  also  heard  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  say  that,  in  the  action  for  the 
liberty  of  Parliament,  the  better  plan  would  have 
been  for  the  Ministry  to  resign,  when  he  would 
have  defended  their  position.  It  is  quite  clear 
that  the  only  object  of  those  gentlemen  opposite 
is  to  get  back  to  the  emoluments  of  office.  Any- 
body who  watches  the  ex-Premier  can  see  that 
he  IS  ready  to  ^sp  at  whatever  comes  in  his 
way.  That  is  erident  to  any  one  who  has  watched 
tiie  part  he  has  taken  in  this  debate,  or  on  the 
land  question  with  which  he  has  so  unworthily 
taunted  us  as  trying  to  keep  back.  When  we 
were  in  Committee  on  the  Land  Bill  a  few  nights 
ago,  did  the  honorable  gentleman  take  any  part 
in  our  deliberations  ?  Was  he  watching  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  ?  No,  Sir ;  he  was  studying  the 
Standing  Orders,  trying  to  find  some  loophole  to 
bring  through  his  no-confidence  motion ;  rushing 
about  after  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato 
to  draft  some  other  motions  of  want  of  con- 
fidence for  him  ;  then  taking  it  round  among 
honorable  members,  trjing  to  mduce  them  to  ap- 
prove of  it  and  support  him.  I  think,  with  the 
honorable  member  tor  the  Taieri,  that  this  is  a 
very  small  matter,  and  the  sooner  it  is  disposed 
of  the  better.  Unless  this  is  at  once  done  the 
business  of  the  country  must  be  delayed.  I  shall 
support  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  one 
0'docka.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  \Zth  November,  1877. 


Third  Besdioff—Pablio  Beserret  Bill— District  Bailwsvs 
Bill-^Strftth  Taieri  BAihray  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Dunedin  Loans  BilL 

PUBLIC  RESERVES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object 
was  to  vest  in  local  bodies  the  various  reserves 
throughout  tHe  colony,  and  he  hoped  that  when  it 
was  in  operation  there  would  be  fewer  small  local 
Bills  tlum  at  present  coming  up  to  the  Council. 
One  of  the  leading  peculiarities  of  the  Bill  was 
that  it  proposed  to  allow  trusts  to  be  registered 
in  the  Land  Transfer  Office.  There  was  also 
provision  in  the  Bill  under  which,  if  necessary, 
the  General  Oovemment  might  resume  possession 
of  any  reserves,  paying  for  any  buildings  that 
might  be  upon  them.  All  reserves  handed  over 
would  be  subject  to  that  right,  and  the  increment 
in  value  would  not  be  reaped  by  the  local  body  as 
against  the  Crown.  The  necessity  for  this  Bill 
was  BO  apparent,  and  its  provisions  were  so  simple, 
that  he  made  no  apology  to  the  Council  for  saying 
no  more  in  moving  its  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  was  exceedingly  glad  to 
see  this  Bill  introduced.  It  supplied  a  very 
serious  public  want,  and  would,  he  hoped,  release 
a  great  many  reserves,  for  recreation  and  other 
purposes,  wmch  were  now  practically  shut  up, 
and  could  not  be  dealt  with.  The  passing  of 
this  Bill  would  be  a  great  advantage,  but  were 
was  one  clause  in  it  which  he  thought  was 
open  to  serious  objection.  He  referred  to  clause 
18,  which  provided  that  the  trusts  upon  which 
the  reserves  were  granted  to  Commissioners  or 
other  bodies  were  to  be  registered  in  the  Land 
Transfer  Office.  Now,  that  was  an  entire  innova- 
tion, as  he  understood  it,  upon  the  principle  of 
the  Land  Transfer  Act.  The  question  had  been 
very  frequently  discussed,  in  the  Council  and  else- 
where, by  persons  who  took  a  great  interest  in 
the  system  of  land  transfer ;  and  by  all  the  best 
friends  of  that  system  the  registration  of  trusts 
had  been  pronounced  to  be  exceedingly  objection- 
able. He  hoped,  therefore,  that,  either  now  or  at 
some  future  time,  the  Colonial  Secretary  would 
favour  be  prepared  to  give  some  strong  reasons  in 
of  this  proposed  alteration :  if  not,  he  would  feel 
it  his  duty  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  BiU.  The 
measure,  as  a  whole,  he  took  as  a  very  great 
boon. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  oould 
not  give  his  consent  to  the  proposal  in  the  Bill 
for  registering  trusts.  It  was  a  fundamental  con- 
dition of  the  Land  Transfer  Act  that  trusts  should 
be  rigidly  excluded.  The  same  principle  existed 
in  the  inscription  of  trust  stock.    The  Bank  of 
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England  would  not  recognize  trusts,  neither  would 
the  Grand  Lirre  in  France.  If  tlie  Legislature 
once  allowed  public  bodies  to  liave  their  trusts 
registered,  it  would  be  unable  to  resist  the  pres- 
sure which  trustees  would  bring  to  have  private 
trusts  registered.  He  could  not  see  anj  reasons 
for  registering  public  trusts  which  would  not 
equallj  be  found  to  affect  priyate  trusts,  nor  did 
he  see  why  the  safeguards  which  were  provided 
against  registration  of  private  trusts  under  the 
land-transfer  system  were  not  equallj  applicable 
against  the  registration  of  trusts  in  the  case  of 
public  bodies. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  he  had 
specially  drawn  the  attention  of  honorable  gentle- 
men to  the  ISth  clause,  because  he  was  aware 
that  many  members  had  opinions  on  the  subject, 
and  it  was  not  right  that  it  should  be  introduced 
without  its  being  pointed  out  that  there  was  a 
proposed  deviation  from  the  existing  practice. 
But,  far  from  understanding  that  it  was  one  of 
the  advantages  of  the  Land  Transfer  Act  that 
trusts  should  not  be  recognized,  he  had  always 
understood  that  it  was  the  one  main  objection  to 
that  sjstem  ;  that  it  was  a  recognized  flaw  in 
an  otherwise  advantageous  piece  of  legislation ; 
and  the  honorable  gentleman,  if  he  took  a  little 
pains,  would  find  that,  to  get  over  that  difficulty, 
and  to  remove  that  objection  to  the  Land  Trans- 
fer Act,  there  had  been  numberless  proposals 
made.  The  fact  of  the  absence  of  a  provision 
for  the  recognition  of  trusts  had  been  in  itself 
an  admitted  flaw,  opening  a  door  to  fraud ;  and 
the  only  j'ustiflcation  for  it,  or  the  only  ground 
upon  whidi  it  had  eyer  been  defended,  was 
that  it  was  impossible  to  maintain  the  extreme 
simplicity  of  the  land  -  transfer  system  com- 
patibly with  such  a  recognition  of  trusts.  The 
sole  reason  against  a  recognition  of  trusts  which 
had  any  real  weight  was  that  it  would  involve 
BO  much  of  what,  for  this  purpose,  he  would 
call  red  tape — so  much  more  writing  and  parch- 
ment—  as  to  do  away  with  the  simplicity  of 
Torrens's  Act.  As  against  the  Government,  and 
to  the  limited  extent  that  the  Government  would 
make  use  of  this  system,  that  objection  could 
hardly  hold  good ;  it  was  rather  theoretical  than 
practical,  the  plan  never  havine  been  fairlv 
tried.  The  Land  Transfer  Department  made 
no  objection  to  this  proposal.  Although  it  did 
not  absolutely  originate  with  them,  still  from 
the  very  beginning  they  had  been  cognizant 
that  it  had  been  suggested,  and  had  declared 
themFclves  quite  willing  to  give  it  efiect.  He 
wa»  speaking  of  the  Land  Transfer  Depart- 
ment of  this  colony.  The  Government  trusts 
would  probably  be  exceedingly  simple,  and  the 
system  of  -registration  of  trusts  might  be  tried 
in  its  least  objectionable  form.  That  was  the 
reason  for  making  this  provision.  It  was  one 
as  to  which  honorable  gentlemen  could  exchange 
ideas  in  Committee.  It  they  could  not  agree,  of 
course  it  must  be  excised  from  the  Bill.  But  it 
was  considered  to  be  well  worthy  of  suggestion, 
and  he  was  desired  to  say  that  it  was  one  which 
the  department  itself  saw  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
out. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Hon,  Sir  F,  Dillon  JBeU 


DISTRICT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

ADJOFBVED    DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  move,  That  the  Bdl 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  week,  in  order  to 
give  the  Colonial   Secretary  an   opportunity  of 
speaking  ai^in.    That  something  in  the  direction 
of  this  Bill  is  required  I  am  very  strongly  of 
opinion,  but  whether  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands  if 
such  a  Bill  as  the  Council  should  pass  is  fairly 
open  to  question.    The  Bill  allows  any  companj 
to  propose  a  railway  district,  and  also  the  classi- 
flcation  of  lands  in  that  district  into  divisioni 
which  will  receive  greater  or  less  benefit  from 
the  construction  of  a  railway.    The  votes  of  the 
ratepayers  are  then  to  be  taken  upon  the  question 
whether  a  railway  shall  be  made   in  the  dis- 
trict under  terms  of  the  Act,  and  if  there  is  a 
majority  in  its  favour  the  railway  will  be  made, 
ana  the  land  in  the  district  will  be  charged  with 
a  rate  which  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  5  per  cent, 
on  the  cost  of   the  railway  for  twenf^  years. 
That  branch  railways  should  be  made  m  parts 
of  the   country   in    which   main   lines   are  not 
likely  to  be  constructed,  and  that  they  should  be 
made  with  the  assistance  of  a  guarantee  to  be 
collected  from  rates  on  the  land,  is,  I  think,  a 
reasonable  principle  ;  but  I  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers to  consider  whether,  as  the  Bill  now  stands, 
it  would  not  place  it  in  the  power  of  persons 
holding,  say,  one- tenth  of  the  property  in  the 
district  to  saddle  a  rate  on  the  remaining  nine- 
tenths.     I  know  districts  in  which   a  majority 
of  the  ratepayers  hold  only  one-twentieth  paii 
of  the  land  in  the  district.    There  are  a  number 
of  small  occupiers,  upon   whom  the  rate  pro- 
posed to  be  levied  would  be  extremely  light,  and 
it  would  be  in  their  power  to  saddle  mneteen- 
twentieths  of  the  property  in  the  district  with  a 
rate,  even  though  the  owners  of  that  property  ob- 
jected to  the  construction  of  the  work.     It  seems 
to  me  that  that  would  be  unjust.    There  ought 
to  be  the  assent  of  something  like  a  majority  both 
in  number  and  in  value.    There  are  one  or  two 
other  objections  to  the  Bill.     Power  is  given  to 
the  County  Councils  to  undertake  the  construc- 
tion of  these  district  railways.     Now,  if  such 
works  are  to  be  undertaken  at  all  by  the  counties, 
they  ought  only  to  be  undertaken  after  further 
steps  have  been  adopted  than  are  here  provided 
for  for  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  owners  of 
property ;  otherwise  this  Bill  might  be  made  a 
means  of  very  great  oppression.     I  shall  not  vote 
against  the  second  reading,  but  I  hope  we  shall 
hear  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  present 
Government  are  willing  to  introduce  considerable 
modifications  in  its  details. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE— The  chief 
feature  of  this  Bill,  as  distinguished  from  another 
Bill  which  has  been  for  some  years  nominally  in 
operation,  is  the  guarantee  proposal.  The  guar- 
antee, honorable  gentlemen  who  have  reaoT  the 
Bill  will  understand,  refers  to  a  guarantee  by  the 
Government  of  2  per  cent.,  and  5  per  cent,  by  the 
localities  through  which  the  railways  will  pass. 
That  6  per  cent,  is  provided  by  rates.  Those 
rates  were  not  provided  in  the  former  Act,  be- 
cause there  was  no  guarantee.  Classification 
for  rates  is  another  novel  feature  in  this  Bill. 
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There  u  also  in  this  Bill  a  limitation  of  time 
allowed  to  tlie  GoTcmment  to  make  up  its  mind 
to  purchase  or  not  purchase.  Tliere  are  greater 
iiicilities  than  existed  in  the  former  Bill  for  bor- 
rowing. A  company  under  this  Bill  can  mort- 
gage the  undertaking,  its  rights  as  well  as  its 
property ;  while  under  the  old  Act  that  was  not 
aUowed.  Batepajers  formerly  yoted  on  the  ques- 
tion only  of  the  permission  for  a  railway  to  go 
through  a  district.  Now  they  will  vote  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  undertaking.  With  regard  to 
the  Toting  power  to  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  alluded,  and  to  whiph  I  drew  attention 
myself  in  the  remarks  I  before  made  to  the 
€k>uncil,  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said.  But  we 
cannot  have  eTerything  as  we  would  like  to  hare 
it  in  this  world,  and  I  am  almost  afraid  that  we 
should  find  it  impossible  to  bring  about  any  yery 
startling  innoration.  Honorable  gentlemen  will 
see,  howerer,  that  the  same  Tote  is  allowed  under 
the  14th  clause  as  can  be  exercised  under  the 
county  system.  I  am  aware  that  there  are  small 
towns  which  contain  a  rery  large  number  of 
errant  inhabitants  who  live  in  tenements  which 
perhaps  they  lease  for  six  months  only,  and  who, 
neveruieless,  haye  a  qualification  which  entirely 
OTerbalances  the  yoting  power  of  the  part  of  the 
district  which  will  be  permanently  affected  by 
the  railways.  I  would  be  prepared,  at  all  events, 
to  haye  a  provision  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  the 
effect  that  a  considerably  longer  leasehold  would 
be  necessary  to  entitle  a  yoter  to  exercise  his 
Toice  in  regard  to  placing  a  permanent  burden 
on  the  district  in  connection  with  the  railway. 
I  hardly  see  my  way  to  initiating -a  totally  differ- 
ent system  of  plural  yoting.  I  am  afraid  it 
would  be  only  a  waste  of  pains  to  attempt  to 
do  so,  because  we  have  almost  no  chance  of 
obtaining  the  concurrence  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  in  any  such  proposal.  How- 
eyer,  the  GK>yemment  will  support  a  proposal 
that  there  must  be  greater  permanence  of  occu- 
pation to  entitle  a  yoter  to  yote  for  a  district 
railway.  At  this  period  of  the  session  I  cannot 
myself  undertake  to  introduce  a  Bill  placing 
nxral  townships  on  another  footing,  and  taking 
them  out  of  a  general  yoting  for  county  concerns ; 
but  I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  do  so  at  some 
future  time.  Such  a  measure  would  remedy  the 
faring  disproportion  which  now  exists  between 
the  yoting  power  of  townships  not  municipalities, 
and  the  rest  of  the  districts,  which  will  really  have 
to  pay  the  rates,  at  all  eyents  as  regards  matters 
of  this  kind,  which  are  not  to  be  altered  from 
Tear  to  year,  but  may  last  to  the  end  of  all  time. 
Borne  amendments  in  the  Bill  will  be  necessary  in 
ord«T  to  allow  a  railway,  called  the  Kaitangata 
Bailway  Coal  Company,  to  come  under  its  opera- 
tion. The  Company  wishes  to  take  adyantage 
of  its  proyisions,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  do  so.  In  glancing  oyer  the  Bill,  it 
will  be  found  that  a  great  portion  of  it  is  tran- 
scribed from  or  is  based  on  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Works  Act  for  taking  land,  and  so  on ; 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill  which  conflicts 
Witb  the  proyisions  of  that  Act.  The  permission 
to  occupy  Crown  lands  is  only  a  permission  to 
oocnpy.    It  is  sot  aa  absolute  gift ;  it  is  merely 


a  right  to  occupy  so  long  as  the  railway  continues 
to  run.  Clause  49  contains  a  provision  relating 
to  borrowing,  which  was  absolutely  necessary, 
because  it  is  impossible  without  it  to  obtain  an 
oyerdraft  at  the  bank.  Provision  is  contained  in 
clause  81  by  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  district 
will  share  the  profits  of  the  company  through 
the  reduction  of  the  rates  when  the  amount 
of  the  guarantee  is  obtained  from  the  profits ; 
and  clause  82  provides  that  those  rates  are  to 
be  collected  half-yearly.  There  are  two  sorts 
of  companies — companies  with  guarantees  and 
companies  without  guarantees ;  and  I  hope  honor- 
able gentlemen  will  pay  attention  to  that  distinc- 
tion. Clauses  93  and  94,  which  were  referred  to 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  will  require  some  yerbal 
amendment,  and  will  also,  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience, be  placed  after  clause  89.  I  should 
like  to  hear  the  views  of  the  Council  upon  those 
clauses.  They  were,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  in- 
serted in  the  Bill  in  its  progress  through  Parlia- 
ment. Honorable  members  can  correct  me  if  I  am 
wrong  in  that,  bat  I  think  they  do  not  necessarily 
belong  to  the  scheme.  They  can  be  removed  or 
allowed  to  remain  without  spoiling  the  scheme 
in  any  way.  When  we  come  to  consider  that 
subject  in  Committee,  I  shall  point  out  to  what 
extent  the  Gbvemment  would  wish  to  retain  any 
of  these  miscellaneous  provisions.  I  hope  the 
Bill,  after  being  amended  where  amendment  may 
seem  to  be  necessary,  will  be  passed  by  the 
Council.  I  believe  that  it  will  do  a  great  deal  of 
good  in  some  districts,  and  I,  on  behalf  of  the 
Gh>yemment,  should  certainly  not  wish  to  object 
to  any  reasonable  proposals  which  may  tena  to 
make  the  Bill  beneficial  in  its  operation  to  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.  — It  was  with 
much  doubt  that  I  made  up  my  mind  to  sup- 
port the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  because  I 
nave  a  strong  objection  to  guaranteed  lines  of 
railway.  They  haye  been  found  to  be  ruinous 
failures  elsewhere.  The  country  is  to  be  saddled 
with  7  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  lines  con- 
structed, while  the  G-ovemment  could  make  the 
lines  for  5  per  cent.  There  are  several  clauses 
in  the  Bill  which  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty 
to  get  expunged  in  Committee.  The  4th  clause 
either  means  nothing,  or  it  means  a  great  deal  too 
much.  I  can  get  no  explanation  from  any  one 
as  to  how  this  clause  got  into  the  Bill.  It  con- 
tains a  provision  of  a  sort  which  this  Council  has 
always  objected  to— that  is,  its  retrospectiye 
action,  and  it  confers  certain  advantages  upon 
persons  who  never  expected  them. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— How  ? 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER.— It  will  bestow 
advantages  upon  the  Ocean  Beach  Railway  Com- 
pany which  that  Company  neyer  expected.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  says  the  Kaitangata  Railway 
Company  is  also  to  be  brought  under  this  portion 
of  the  Act.  That  railway  was  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating  with  a  coal  mine,  and  was 
made  through  a  swamp  by  certain  gentlemen  who 
had  land  in  the  swamp.  The  land  has  been 
doubled  in  yalue,  and  they  haye  been  well  paid 
for  it ;  and  why  should  these  gentlemen,  many 
of  them  men  of  considerable  wealth,  obtain  ad- 
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Tantages  which  thej  never  expected  to  get  when 
they  made  the  line  ?  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— What  ad- 
vantages ? 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER.— A  permanent 
advantage  of  2  per  cent.  Then,  as  to  clause  77, 
I  shall  move  that  it  be  expunged,  because  Uiere 
seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  land  cannot  be  burdened  twice,  once  as  free- 
hold and  once  as  leasehold.  Then,  as  to  clauses 
94,95,  96,  97,  and  98,  they  ought  all  to  be  struck 
out.  But  Ij)articularly  object  to  clause  4.  lean- 
not  ascertain  how  it  came  into  this  Bill.  Its 
evident  object  is  to  give  certain  advantages  to 
those  who  have  no  right  to  expect  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— This  is  a  most 
important  Bill,  and  one  that  requires  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  Council.  We  must  not  only 
look  at  what  its  immediate  effect  may  be:  we 
must  look  at  the  effect  it  is  likely  to  have  in  years 
to  come.  I  consider  the  introduction  of  such  a 
Bill  is  an  admission  by  the  late  Government  that 
their  Public  Works  policy  has  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent broken  down  ;  otherwise  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  this  Bill.  If  so  many  more  lines 
of  railway  are  desirable  I  cannot  see  why  they 
should  not  be  constructed  by  the  Gt)vcrnment. 
From  what  we  know  of  the  system  of  guaranteed 
railways,  it  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  beeu  a  failure. 
They  were  carried  out  in  India  in  the  first  in- 
stance, but  were  not  a  success,  and  the  G-overn- 
ment  were  obliged  to  come  in  and  take  them  into 
their  own  hands.  The  companies  to  be  formed 
under  the  Bill  will  have  to  find  the  means  by  bor- 
rowing, and  it  is  impossible  that  they  will  be 
able  to  get  money  imaer  7  per  cent.,  which  is  the 
amount  of  guarantee  given.  I  am  quite  at  a  loss 
to  understand  why  7  per  cent,  per  annum  should 
be  incurred  in  making  these  railways,  when,  if 
the  Government  take  them  into  their  own  hand?, 
as  they  ought  to  do,  they  will  be  able  to  borrow 
the  money  at  5  per  cent.  In  this  case,  there 
will  be  a  clear  loss  to  the  country  of  2  per  cent. 
In  the  first  jr'ear,  if  this  Bill  were  taken  advan- 
tage of  by  private  companies  to  the  extent  of  one 
million,  that  would  at  once  be  a  loss  of  £20,000 
a  year  to  the  country.  Then  those  lines,  if  made, 
will  entail  an  annual  cost  of  5  per  cent,  to  pro- 
perty, if  not  paying.  I  would  ask  if  that  is 
fair,  because  we  have  lines  made  already  through 
which  properties  have  been  benefited  to  a  large 
extent,  and  which  are  not  taxed  in  any  way, 
and,  of  course,  if  one  part  of  the  colony  is  to  be 
taxed  in  order  to  pay  for  the  railways,  I  do  not 
see  why  they  should  not  be  taxed  also.  There 
was  a  Railway  Companies  Act  passed  ii^  1875, 
which  is  incorporated  in  this  Bill ;  and  one  line, 
the  Kaitangata,  was  constructed  under  it.  I  saw 
a  report  of  the  working  of  that  line  a  short  time 
ago,  and  I  understand  that  it  has  not  been  at  nil 
successful,  and  the  Government  were  blamed  for 
it.  There  are  many  clauses  in  the  Bill  which 
will  require  amendment.  Clause  14,  for  instance, 
is  not  sufficiently  distinct.  It  does  not  fix  the 
rate  for  one  year.  The  rate  may  be  levied  for 
all  time,  and,  if  the  clause  remains  in  its  present 
form,  great  injustice  may  bo  done.  For  instance, 
it  may  operate  in  this  way :  Persons  holding 
Hon,  Captain  Front 


miners'  rights  have  a  vote,  and  five  men,  each 
with  one  acre,  have  five  votes  ;  whereas  the 
owner  of,  say,  5,000  or  20,000  acres  would  only 
have  five  votes.  So  that  a  very  small  propor- 
tion of  the  votes  in  a  district  will  completely 
out- vote  the  large  holders  of  property.  I  do  not 
see  how  that  clause  can  be  made  to  work  fairly 
unless  it  is  altered  in  such  a  way  that  there  shaU 
be  a  majority  in  value  of  the  holders  of  pro- 
perty as  well  as  a  majority  of  voters.  Clause  66 
gives  the  Government  no  control  over  the  rates 
of  carriage — all  the  Government  has  to  do  is  to 
fix  a  maximum ;  but  while  the  companies  get  a 
guarantee  of  7  per  cent,  it  is  not  likely  that  they 
will  charge  up  to  the  maximum  allowed.  The 
rates  of  carriage  will  always  be  kept  as  low  as 
possible.  In  clause  67  power  is  given  to  reduce 
the  rate,  but  I  do  not  think  that  such  a  clause  vrill 
be  necessary.  Clause  76  provides  for  a  guarantee 
of  7  per  cent.,  which  means  that  property  is  to  be 
charged  6  per  cent,  and  the  Gorernment  is  to 
contribute  2  per  cent.  X  think  that  this  clause 
should  be  altered  so  that  the  Government  gua- 
rantee should  cease  at  the  end  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years.  Clause  81  is  an  extraordinary  one. 
Honorable  members  will  see  that  five  years  from 
the  opening  of  the  railway  no  less  than  20  per 
cent,  of  the  earnings  is  to  be  regarded  as  profit 
derived  from  the  working  of  the  line.  That  is 
really  an  acknowledgment  that  the  Government 
have  very  little  faith  in  the  management,  in 
clause  83,  by  which  interest  to  the  extent  of  2 
per  cent,  is  guaranteed,  I  think  the  term  should 
be  fixed  at  not  longer  than  seven  years.  Clauses 
94  to  98  were  not  in  the  original  Bill,  I  believe, 
and  they  give  powers  to  the  counties.  These 
clauses  require  very  serious  consideration,  and  I 
hope  they  wiU  be  struck  out.  Powers  are  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  the  counties  which  would 
not  have  been  given  to  the  provinces  previous  to 
abolition.  I  think,  if  the  counties  are  to  be  of 
any  use  at  all,  they  have  quite  enough  to  do 
with  other  matters  without  interfering  with  rail- 
ways. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  was 
much  disappointed  by  the  statement  of  the 
honorable  and  gallant  member  that  he  had  not 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  what  course  would  be 
taken  by  the  Government  in  reference  to  the 
County  Council  clauses  in  this  Bill.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  one  who  has  looked  at  the  matter 
fairly  can  deny  this  :  that  the  Bill  as  originally 
introduced  by  the  late  Government  in  the  other 
House  had  a  clear  and  specific  plan  of  its  own ; 
but  the  insertion  of  these  clauses  giving  the 
County  Councils  power  to  construct  railways 
could  only  have  been  agreed  to  in  a  great  hurry, 
because  they  strike  at  the  root  of  all  the  advan- 
tage of  the  original  Bill.  Let  the  Council  consider 
what  was  the  original  intention  of  the  Bill.  The 
argument  of  the  framers  of  the  Bill  was  this : 
There  are  districts  in  many  parts  of  the  colony 
which  require  railways  to  be  made,  but  these  dis- 
tricts are  remote  from  the  main  lines,  and  there 
are  other  grounds  of  public  policy  why  we  cannot 
construct  these  railways,  the  chief  one  being  that 
we  have  no  money  to  make  them ;  but,  not  being 
able  to  make  these  railways  ourselves,  we  wiO 
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afford  the  xneana  of  making  them  by  private 
enterprise.  This  was  what  the  Qt)Ternment 
really  said :  *'  We  cannot  make  these  railways 
for  you — Parliament  wiU  not  grant  us  money  to 
make  thera ;  if  you  want  them  you  must  go  \o 
private  enterprise,  and  you  must  show  capitalists 
that  the  railways,  if  made,  would  pay ;  and,  in 
order  to  make  that  clear  to  the  capitalist,  you 
must  consent  to  rate  yourselves,  if  necessary." 
That  was  the  original  position  taken  up,  and  I 
conceive  that  it  was  a  very  proper  one,  because 
the  ratepayers  in  the  district  were  obliged  to 
show  a  safe  basis  to  work  upon,  and  would  give 
good  reasons  why  private  enterprise  could  be 
profitably  resorted  to.  But  tliat  is  all  changed 
now,  if  the  County  Councils  are  to  be  empowered 
to  make  railways,  and  the  necessary  check  on  a 
district  is  quite  removed.  The  ratepayers  in  a 
county  would  not  be  under  the  same  sense  of 
responsibility  in  giving  their  votes  when  the 
County  Council  was  responsible  for  the  railway 
aa  they  would  be  if  they  knew  that  they  them- 
selves^ would  be  directly  responsible  to  the  private 
company.  They  would  know  rcry  well  that  they 
were  risking  no  money  of  their  own,  and  that  if 
the  railway  did  not  pay  they  would  not  have  to 
pay  interest  on  the  cost.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  the  Government  wish  to  preserve  the  leading 
principles  of  this  Bill — the  principles  which  first 
recommended  the  measure — they  must  strike  out 
these  county  clauses  altogether.  Instead  of  en- 
couraging enterprise,  the  Bill,  if  these  clauses  are 
retained,  will  disconrage  private  enterprise,  be- 
sides imposing  on  the  County  Councils  responsi- 
iHlides  and  powers  they  were  really  not  capable 
of  assuming.  It  will  only  lead  to  the  same  reck- 
lessness in  rushing  into  public  works  which,  to 
my  mind,  has  proved  to  be  disastrous  in  the  past, 
and  which  has  landed  us  in  our  present  serious 
financial  difficulty.  The  counties  are  to  have 
endowments  of  land,  and  may  issue  debentures 
and  raise  money  on  the  security  of  the  endow- 
ments. It  is  true  that  there  is  a  provision  that,  if 
Parliament  does  not  pass  a  resolution  at  its  next 
•eision  approving  of  the  endowments,  they  are 
to  cease.  But  what  guarantee  have  we  that  that 
will  be  any  real -check  upon  the  action  of  the 
Executive  G-ovemmentP  Suppose  an  endowment 
were  made,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  grant 
being  issued  and  money  borrowed  on  the  mnd ; 
and,  when  the  next  session  came  round  and  there 
was  any  objection  to  the  endowment,  what  would 
be  the  answer  ?  That  the  Crown  grant  had  been 
issued ;  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  it.  Look- 
ing at  the  railway  proposals  which  have  already 
Dflkseed  the  other  House,  and  the  proposals  which 
hare  been  made  for  enonnous  reservations  of 
land,  we  ought  to  take  great  care  lest  we  en- 
courage the  recklessness  I  have  been  speaking  of, 
especially  in  times  of  political  excitement.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  revert  to  the  original  pro- 
posals of  the  Bill,  and  that  we  shall  be  content 
with  a  measure  which  will  encourage  private 
enterprise  to  make  railways  in  those  outlying 
districts  where  Parliament  cannot  find  money  to 
make  them.  Above  all,  let  us  strike  out  of  the 
Bill  anything  which  way  tend  to  impair  the 
polity  of  political  action  so  desirable  on  the  part 


of  the  Government  of  the  day.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  if  these  powers  are  given  to  the  counties  we 
shall  find  they  cannot  properly  do  the  work,  and 
the  end  of  it  will  be  to  add  very  largely  to  the 
already  heavy  burdens  upon  the  State.  With 
regard  to  the  voting  power  and  the  rating  power, 

1  am  not  at  all  afraid  if  the  Bill  is  confined 
to  private  companies  and  enterprise :  then  there 
would  be  a  guarantee  that  rating  would  not  be 
resorted  to  in  a  reckless  way ;  whereas,  without 
the  safeguard  of  responsibiUty  by  capitalists  liav- 
ing  something  to  lose,  there  would  be  no  security 
against  unjust  and  improvident  rates. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— Su«,  this  Bill  has 
been  received  with  more  favour  than  any  other 
Bill  of  the  session.  I  believe  that  throughout 
the  country  the  people  generally  entertain  the 
idea  that  it  is  a  good  Bill,  and  that  it  will  meet  a 
felt  want,  more  especially  as  regards  short  lines 
of  railway  to  connect  with  the  main  lines,  and  to 
open  up  rural  districts  in  the  colony.  If  such  an 
object  be  attained,  there  will  be  an  advantage  to 
both  parties :  there  will  be  an  advantage  to  those 
who  have  their  capital  profitably  invested,  and 
the  country  will  be  benefited  because  of  the  in- 
creased profit  upon  the  main  lines.  It  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  the  Government  can  undertake 
to  make  railways  in  all  the  locaUties  that  i^ant 
them,  especially  branch  lii«s.  I  therefore  think 
the  Bill  is  a  good  one.  Still,  there  were  many 
objections  to  it  when  it  was  first  introduced  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  but  changes 
have  been  made  which  have  altered  the  charac- 
ter of  the  measure,  and  to  a  very  large  extent 
have  improved  it.  But  even  now  it  is  not  free 
from  objection.  For  instance,  there  are  too  many 
proceedings  to  be  taken  under  the  Bill  before  the 

2  per  cent,  guarantee  can  be  claimed  from  the 
Government.  The  sanction  of  the  ratepayers  to 
pay  the  5  per  cent,  interest  would  have  to  be 
obtained  first  of  all ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  anr 
further  proceeding  should  be  taken  until  both 
Houses  had  given  their  sanction  to  the  company 
and  had  agreed  to  pay  the  2  per  cent,  interest. 
It  is  quite  possible  that,  after  all  had  been  done 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  measure, 
still  Parliament  might  refuse  to  sanction  the  line; 
and  then  in  what  position  would  the  company 
be?  It  would  be  deprived  of  this  bonus,  and 
would  consequently  be  under  a  very  great  disad- 
vantage. After  fidly  considering  the  matter,  I 
think  a  very  great  improvement  could  be  made 
in  this  Bill  by  making  it  imperative  that  any 
company  formed  under  the  Bill  should  have  a 
bond  fide  paid-up  capital  of  25  per  cent,  and  that 
the  Government  should  then  step  in  and  guaran- 
tee debentures  for  the  remaining  75  per  cent. 
The  money  could  be  obtained  on  precisely  the 
same  terms  as  those  on  which  the  Government 
of  the  colony  obtain  their  money — namely,  at 
an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum — thus  sav- 
ing 2  per  cent.  And,  when  the  Government 
came  to  take  o'ver  the  railway,  as  thoy  have 
power  to  do  under  the  Bill,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  the  matter,  and  the  debentures, 
bearing  the  ordinary  rate  of  interest,  could  be 
taken  over  by  the  Government.  That  would  be 
a  great  boon  to  any  company,  because  there 
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would  be  an  undoubted  Baring  to  the  company 
of  2  per  cent.,  and  it  would  facilitate  the  tak- 
ing over  by  the  G-ovemment  of  the  railway 
afterwards.  It  is  proposed  that  counties  making 
railways  under  this  Bill  shall  have  borrowing 
powers.  I  consider  that  it  would  be  a  great 
drawback  to  eiTe  them  borrowing  powers,  and 
that  it  would  lead  to  a  great  many  mislakes  in 
regard  to  those  parties  outside  the  colony  who 
lend  money.  Home  capitaUsts  would  fail  to  see 
the  difference  between  the  colony  and  the  county, 
the  one  being  an  integral  part  of  the  other.  There 
is  another  point  with  regard  to  lending.  The  de- 
bentures are  to  be  for  seven  years.  Now,  if  we 
make  the  debentures  current  for  so  short  a  period 
the  borrower  will  suffer.  The  shortest  period 
for  which  debentures  should  be  issued  should  be 
twenty-one  years.  There  is  yet  another  question 
which  we  ought  to  consider  in  dealing  with  this 
subject,  and  that  is,  granting  concessions  of  land 
instead  of  the  bonus  of  2  per  cent,  per  annum. 
In  America  the  State  usually  concedes  one-half  of 
the  land  on  each  side  of  the  line,  and  then  the 
price  of  the  remaining  land  is  doubled,  and  the 
result  is  that  the  railway  actually  costs  the  Qo* 
yemment  nothing,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
country  is  thoroughly  opened  up.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  purchasing  the  lines,  I  consider 
it  scarcely  fair  to  the  company  to  say  that  their 
lines  shall  be  purchased  on  the  terms  indicated  in 
this  Bill,  which  says  that  the  Gbvernment  shall 
pay  the  original  cost  with  10  per  cent,  added,  and 
then  make  a  deduction  for  depreciation.  Sup- 
posing a  line  has  run  for  three  or  four  years,  the 
depreciation  will  amount  to  more  than  the  addi- 
tion of  10  per  cent.,  and  then,  if  the  company  has 
not  made  a  profit  in  working  the  line  up  to  that 
time,  there  will  be  an  absolute  loss  if  it  has  to 
sell  it.  The  fair  way  would  be  to  take  the  line  at 
a  valuation  at  the  time  it  was  disposed  of,  with- 
out reference  to  what  it  had  cost.  There  is  still 
another  question  in  connection  with  this  subject 
which  I  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Council,  and  that  is  that  where  a  line  runs 
through  Government  land  the  land  is  to  be 
rated,  but  the  amount  of  the  rate  is  allowed  to 
accumulate.  It  is  not  stated,  however,  whether 
interest  is  to  be  charged  upon  the  amount  or 
not.  Supposing  that  the  line  ran  through  Go- 
vernment land  for  most  of  its  length,  and. 
that  the  subsidy  which  the  Q-OTernment  are 
to  pay  did  not  come  in  regularly  year  by  year, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  railway  company 
might  be  ruined,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  had  a 
debt  against  the  colony.  There  should  be  some 
alteration  in  the  Bill  so  that  any  company  run- 
ning a  railway  through  Crown  lands  should  in 
some  way  be  enabled  to  get  payment  of  the  5 
per  cent,  every  year,  or,  if  not,  that  the  rate 
should  be  allowed  to  accumulate  at  compound 
interest,  so  that  the  company  should  sustain 
no  loss.  These  are  the  only  items  of  the  Bill 
that  I  think  require  to  be  referred  to  by  me. 
Taking  the  Bill  altogether,  I  think  it  is  an  ex- 
cellent measure.  I  belioro  that  there  are  several 
districts  which  are  prepared  to  take  advantage  of 
the  Bill  when  it  has  been  passed,  more  especially 
in  regard  to  the  construction  of  short  Uues  to 
Hon,  Mr,  Holmet 


open  up  agricultural  districts.  I  think  that  the 
best  proof  that  the  Bill  is  required  is  that  the 
people  are  prepared  to  tax  themselves  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  cost  of  the  railways.  I  have  much, 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall's  amendment  was,  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

STRATH  TAIERI  RAILWAY  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  might  seem  strange 
to  honorable  members  that,  not  being  connected 
himself  with  the  Province  of  Otago,  he  should 
have  taken  charge  of  this  Bill.    But  the  truth 
was  that,  although  the  Bill  involved  a  principle 
which  a  large  number  of  members  fix>m  that 
part  of  the  colony  were  favourable  to,  yet,  as  the 
application  of  that  principle  might  be  made  in 
different  ways  affecting  variously  different  parts 
of  the  province,  the  Otago  members,  although 
agreed  as  to  the  desirability  of  forming  a  line 
to  the  central  part  of  the  province,  might  find 
some  difficulty  m  agreeing  as  to  which  way  the 
line    should    go.    It    was    thought,    therefore, 
that  a  person  altogether  independent  of  Otago 
might,  under  those  circumstances,  be  the  beat 
person  to  take  charge  of  this  Bill.     He   was 
glad    to    do  so  for  this  reason :   that  he  was 
pleased  vrith  the  opportunity  of  showing  that  the 
principle  embodied  in  this  Bill,  and  which  he 
had  advocated  more  than  once  in  the  Council, 
was  a  principle  which  he  was  quite  ready  to 
apply  unselfilshly.    He    did  not  advocate    that 
principle  because  it  affected  the  part  of  the  ooun- 
try  with  which  he  was  connected,  but  it  was  one 
which  he  would  be  glad  to  see  applied  to  every 
part  of   New  Zealand  in  which  jiircumstanoM 
admitted  of  it.    It  was  the  sound  principle  of 
colonial  poUtical  economy  that  the  waste  lands 
of  the  colony  should  furmsh  the  means  for  deve- 
loping those  lands — ^for  promoting  the  beneficisd 
occupation  of  the  land — either  by  the  importa- 
tion of  labour,  or  by  providing  convenient  access 
by  roads,  bridges,  railways,  or  harbours,  as  the 
case  might  be.    That  was  the  principle  which 
was  advocated  by  the  father  of  New  Zealand  colo- 
nization, Edward  G-ibbon  Wakefield ;   that  was 
the  principle  on  which  he  justified  the  charging 
of  a  sufficient  price  for  land  in  order  to  enable 
the  land  to  be  beneficially  occupied.    That  wms 
the  principle  at  the  root  of  this  Bill,  and  prao- 
ticaUy  at  the  root  of  all  successful  modern  coloni- 
zation.   In  New  Zealand  that  principle  had  be^ 
acted  upon  more  or  less  during  the  time  the  waste 
lands  were  at  the  disposal  of  Provincial  GK>- 
vernments.    They  had,  more  or  less  wisely,  de- 
voted the  proceeds  of  the  waste  lands  to  opening 
up  their  provinces;   and  it  was  the  principle 
embodied  m  the  Public  Works  policy  introduced 
by  Sir  Julius  Yogel  in  1870.    Honorable  mem- 
bers would   recollect  that,  although   borrowing 
money  to  carry  out  railway  works  wa«  perhaps 
the  leading  feature  of  that  scheme,  another  ieik- 
ture  and,  to  his  mind,  the  best  feature  of  tlie 
scheme  was,  that  considerable  tracts  of  Crovrn 
lands  were  to  be  set  apart  to  provide  funds  for 
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the  construction  of  railways,  and  wore  to  form, 'in 
iact,  a  railway  estate.  He  regretted  exceedingly 
that  circnnlBtances  had  led  to  that  feature  of  the 
scheme  being  abandoned,  and  that  Sir  Juh'us 
Vogel  was  not  firm  in  adhering  to  it.  No  doubt 
the  political  difficulties  in  carrying  it  out  would 
have  been  great,  but  he  believed  that  it  would 
hare  added  to  that  gentleman's  reputation,  and 
would  have  materially  promoted  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony,  if  he  had  adhered  to  that  principle 
at  all  hazards.  The  position  in  which  they  found 
themselTcs  at  the  present  time  was  that  the 
colony  was  blurdened  with  an  extremely  heayy 
debt,  the  burden  of  which  was  becoming  alarm- 
ing. They  had  a  certain  amount  of  railways 
constructed,  some  of  which  were  paying,  some 
of  which  were  not  paying  interest.  A  large 
nroportion  of  those  railways  he  beliered  would 
be  reproductive,  and  some  of  them  had  already 
contributed  very  largely  to  the  development  of 
the  material  prosperity  of  the  colony.  But,  as 
the  French  say,  Vappetit  vietU  en  mangeant. 
The  railways  they  had  got  gave  them  an  appetite 
for  more.  When  railwajtf  had  developed  and 
&cilt(ated  the  occupation  of  certain  portions  of 
the  colony,  other  portions,  seeing  such  results,  na- 
turally demanded  the  same  benefits.  They  had 
already,  and  would  have  from  time  to  time,  de- 
mands for  railway  extension  which,  under  the 
drcumstances  of  the  colony,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  them,  even  if  it  were  wise,  to  resist. 
Additional  railways  they  must  have,  and  the 
only  auestion  before  them  was.  How  should  they 
provide  them  ?  Should  they  make  them  by  add- 
ing still  further  to  the  heavy  debt  pressing  on 
the  colony  and  alarming  many  honorable  mem- 
bers ;  or  should  they  seek  to  secure  them  by  ap- 
plying a  certain  portion  of  the  waste  lands  of  the 
colony  to  their  construction  P  That  was  the  ques- 
tion whicb  presented  itself  to  his  mind.  Of 
ooarse  the  latter  plan  could  not  possibly  be  ad- 
opted in  every  case,  but  he  had  no  doubt  that, 
where  such  a  course  could  be  prudently  and 
advantageously  taken,  it  ou^ht  to  be  taken?  It 
wss  a  sound  and  right  principle  that  they  should 
make  the  land  make  the  railways.  He  would 
refer  to  one  objection  to  this  mode  of  proceduro 
whicb  had  been  raised  beforo  in  the  Council, 
and  which  would  probably  be  raised  again  — 
namely,  that  they  were  thus  getting  rid  of  colo- 
nial assets,  and  were  to  a  certain  extent  en- 
dangering the  rights  of  the  public  creditor. 
He  did  not  think  the  public  creditor  would  say 
anything  of  the  kind.  He  lent  his  money  not 
opon  the  security  of , the  landed  estate  of  the 
colony,  because  he  knew  very  well  that  they 
were  selling  it  from  year  to  year,  from  month  to 
month,  and  from  day  to  day.  There  was  no  breach 
of  faith  with  the  public  creditor  in  doing  that. 
What  he  had  lent  his  money  upon  was  the 
security  of  the  tax-paying  power  of  the  colony — 
the  general  wealth  and  resources  of  the  colony 
— the  power  of  the  people  of  the  colony  to  pay, 
by  way  of  taxation  or  otherwise,  the  interest 
and  principal  of  his  loan.  That  was  what  the 
moneyed  men  in  England  looked  to.  Therefore 
they  wero  doing  no  injustice  in  disposing  of  the 
land.    It  was  iStogether  a  fallacy  to  say  that  it 
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was  any  kind  of  injustice  to  the  public  creditor. 
Bui  then  it  was  said,  "Even  if  we  are  not  doing 
that,  we  may  land  our.-«elves  in  a  difficulty  by 
getting  rid  of  the  public  estate."  Of  course 
if  they  got  rid  of  it  too  suddenly,  if  they  got 
rid  of  it  without  creating  an  equivalent,  they 
would  be  putting  themselves  in  a  difficulty.  But 
what  did  this  Bill  propose  to  do  ?  It  proposed 
to  apply  400,000  acres  of  land  in  the  Provincial 
District  of  Otago  to  the  construction  of  a  railway 
from  Dunedin  to  the  centre  of  the  province. 
Was  400,000  acros  a  dangerous  proportion  of 
the  romaining  Crown  lands  of  the  Province  of 
Otapo  to  apply  to  such  a  purpose?  The  amount 
of  Crown  land  thero  occupied  under  poAtoral 
leases,  according  to  the  last  rotum  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Council,  was  considerably  over 
6,000,000  acres.  It  appeared  to  him  that  they 
wero  not  taking  too  large  a  proportion  of  this 
land.  But  he  would  go  further,  and  say  that, 
if  the  land  were  wisely  selected,  if  it  could  be 
'shown  to  the  Council  that  this  railway  would 
very  largely  develop  the  agricultural  land  through 
which  it  ran,  if  it  would  make  land  now  worth 
£1  an  acre  worth  £3  or  £4  an  acre,  then  he  con- 
tended that,  so  far  from  diminishing  the  avail- 
able resources  of  the  colony,  they  would,  by  such 
a  proceeding,  be  largely  increasing  them.  That 
was  a  wise  and  prudent  policy.  Honorsble 
members  might,  however,  object  on  another 
ground,  and  say,  "We  have  a  certain  sum  of 
money  to  be  provided  out  of  the  Land  Fund  for 
certain  public  purposes:  how  are  you  going  to 
do  that,  if  you  act  upon  this  principle  P  "  Hii 
answer  was  that,  in  regard  to  the  Province  of 
Otago,  the  sums  realized  by  the  sales  of  wraste 
lands  had  not,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  ex- 
cessive; and  if  tney  took  400,000  acres  out  of 
6,000,000  acres,  and  disposed  of  a  portion  of  the 
purely  pastoral  land  at  such  prices  as  purcharers 
could  afford  to  pay  for  it,  they  would,  for  many 
years  to  come,  have  as  large  a  revenue  as  they 
had  at  the  present  time.  He  did  not  wish  the 
Qovemment  to  act  hastily  or  imprudently.  While 
they  should,  in  disposing  of  agricultural  land, 
exeroise  the  greatest  possible  care  to  dispose  of 
it  only  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  its  beneficial 
occupation  by  agricultural  settlers,  absolutely 
pastoral  land  might  be  adrantageously  disposed 
of  in  blocks  of  considerable  size.  Every  man 
knew  that  there  were  large  quantities  of  land  in 
New  Zealand  which  could  never  be  anything  else 
than  purely  pastoral.  It  was  true  that  in  some 
cases  agricultural  land  might  have  been  sold  at 
pastoral  land;  but  there  was  land  which  wat 
good  for  nothing  but  depasturing,  and  it  would 
be  in  the  interests  of  the  country  to  dispose  of 
such  land  at  such  terms  as  a  person  could  afford 
to  pay  for  it.  By  adopting  that  course  they 
would  have  an  ample  land  revenue  for  yean  to 
come,  and  eventually  the  income  from  the  rail- 
ways would  provide  a  return  for  the  money  that 
haa  been  expended  upon  their  construction.  Of 
course  in  any  proposal  of  this  kind  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Council  to  see  that  it  was  not  a  mere 
speculative  proposal.  They  should  take  care  that 
the  proposal  was  a  bond  fide  one,  that  it  was 
prudent,  that  the  railway  could  be-  made  at  a 
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reasonable  cost,  that  it  would  assist  to  develop  the 
settlement  of  the  counti^,  that  it  would  really 
lead  io  the  cultiyation  of  agricultural  districts, 
and  so  increase  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and  its 
power  to  bear  public  burdens.  He  would  not 
ask  the  Council  to  fayour  a  proposal  of  this  kind 
if  he  were  not  in  a  position  to  place  before  it  very 
ample  data  upon  the  subject.  The  proposal  in 
the  Bill  was  to  make  a  railway  to  the  interior  of 
the  ProTince  of  Otago.  The  case  had  been  re- 
poi-ted  upon  by  Mr.  Blair,  District  Engineer  of 
Otago,  by  order  of  the  G-oTernment,  who  in- 
structed that  eentleman  to  consider  the  whole  of 
the  proposed  lines  through  the  interior,  and  to 
report  upon  the  subject :  that  report  would  be 
found  attached  to  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
which  had  been  in  the  hands  of  honorable  mem- 
bers for  some  time.  Furthermore,  a  Committee 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  appointed 
to  consider  this  question  went  into  it  very  care- 
fully, took  eridence  upon  the  subject  from 
Mr.  Donald  Beid,  from  the  Surreyor  •  General 
(Mr.  Thomson),  from  the  Assistant  Sur?eyor- 
Q-eneral,  who  was  formerly  the  Reconnoitring 
Surveyor  of  the  Province  of  Otago,  from  Mr. 
Boberts,  a  settler  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
from  his  honorable  friend  Sir  Francis  Dillon 
Bell.  Upon  that  evidence,  the  Committee  fur- 
nished a  report  the  purport  of  which  was  that 
the  most  advantageous  line  of  the  whole  seven 
which  were  proposed  was  that  by  Strath  Taieri 
to  Clyde.  Tne  various  routes  were,  con^mencing 
from  the  South  —  Kingston  to  Cromwell  vxd 
Frankton,  Waipahi  to  Cromwell  vid  Teviot,  Law- 
rence to  Cromwell  vid  Clutha  Valley,  North 
Taieri  to  Cromwell  vid  Strath  Taieri,  Palmer- 
-ston  to  Cromwell  vid  Macrae's,  Palmerston  to 
Cromwell  vid  Shag  Valley,  Oamaru  to  Crom- 
well vid  Maerewhenua  Pass.  After  considering 
these  various  routes,  the  real  contest  was  be- 
tween the  Strath  Taieri  to  Clyde  line  and  the 
line  from  Palmerston  by  Shae  Valley  to  Clyde. 
He  would  trouble  the  Council  with  a  few  ex- 
tracts from  the  report  of  Mr.  Blair,  and  from 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  to  show  why  the 
preference  was  given  to  the  line  now  proposed,  to 
show  the  cost  at  which  the  railway  could  be 
made,  and  to  show,  also,  the  amount  of  agricul- 
tural land  which  it  would  bring  into  cultivation. 
The  distances  of  the  various  lines  were  all  stated 
in  the  report  of  Mr.  Blair.  The  distance  of  that 
by  way  of  Strath  Taieri  and  the  Maniototo  Plain 
was  122  miles ;  the  distance  was  129  miles  al- 
together, but  it  would  join  the  main  line  seven 
roUes  out  of  Dunedin.  The  distance  to  be  con- 
structed vid  Cromwell  and  Shag  Valley  was  107 
miles,  but  it  would  be  148  miles  from  Dunedin, 
as  it  would  join  the  northern  line  at  Palmerston. 
There  was  rather  less  work  to  be  done  in  the 
latter  casej  but  it  was  a  longer  line  to  travel. 
With  reference  to  these  lines,  Mr.  Blair,  on  page 
67  of  his  report,  says, — 

'*  Having  discussed  in  detail  the  various  routes 
proposed,  1  shall  now  recapitulate  and  compare 
their  leading  characteristics.  Eoute  No.  1,  vid 
Kingston  and  the  Kawarau  Valley,  is  easy  to  con- 
struct, and  its  curves  and  gradients  will  be  easy, 
but  it  does  not  open  up  good  country.  It  will, 
Kon,  Mr.  Rail 


however,  be  useful  as  a  junction  when  the  railway 
system  of  Otago  is  more  complete.  Boute  No.  2, 
vid  Waipahi,  Tapanui,  and  Tefiot,  is  tolerably 
easy  to  make  and  work,  but,  beyond  the  first  six- 
teen or  eighteen  miles,  through  which  a  branch 
is  much  needed,  there  is  little  good  country  for 
settlement.  Boute  No.  8,  vid  Lawrence  and 
Clutha  Valley,  is  the  shortest  to  construct,  but 
it  will  be  somewhat  expensive  to  make,  and  there 
is  little  or  no  good  land  opened  up  by  the  way. 
Boute  No.  4,  vid  Strath  Taieri,  is  the  shortest 
from  Dunedin  to  Cromwell  ;  its  gradients  are 
easy,  and  it  brings  all  the  interior  plains  into 
direct  communication  with  the  capital  and  the 
best  harbour.  Boute  No.  5,  vid  Palmerston  and 
Macrae's,  lengthens  the  distance  to  the  interior 
by  thirty-seven  miles,  and  adds  1,000  feet  to  the 
height,  without  opening  up  much  available  land. 
Boute  No.  6,  vid  Pali^erston  and  Shag  Valley, 
misses  the  rich  agricultural  land  of  Strath  Taieri 
altogether.  In  getting  to  the  Maniototo  Plain,  it 
has  to  go  through  country  1,500  feet  higher  than 
on  No.  4.  It  has  severe  gradients  and  curvet, 
and  exceptionally  heavy  works.  GThere  is,  how- 
ever, room  for  a  branch  to  the  head  of  Shag 
Valley.  Boute  No.  7,  vid  Maerewhenua,  misses 
Strath  Taieri  and  does  not  open  up  other  good 
countiT  in  its  place.  A  height  of  1,200  feet  is 
uselessly  ascended  in  getting  to  the  Maniototo 
Plain,  and  the  works  are  heavier  than  on  any  of 
the  other  routes ;  it  also  lengthens  the  journey 
from  the  interior  to  Dunedin  by  seventy-two 
miles.  Although  I  have  no  hesitation  in  placing 
the  Strath  Taieri  route  first  and  the  Maerewhenua 
one  last,  or  near  the  last,  in  order  of  usefulness, 
these  are  the  two  between  which  the  greatest  con- 
trast exists." 

Mr.  Blair,  on  page  65,  also  says, — 

"  After  fijly  considering  the  question  in  all  its 
bearings,  as  laid  down  at  the  outset,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  in  my  opinion,  Boute 
No.  4  is  infinitely  superior  to  any  other  of  the 
seven  hitherto  proposed ;  and,  further,  that  it  is 
the  best  course  for  a  railway  that  can  be  got  be- 
tween Cromwell  and  the  seaboard." 

Then,  on  nagp  68,  he  says, — 

"  In  oonoiusion,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Qovemment  to  take  steps  towards  construciing 
a  railway  into  the  interior  of  Otago,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  the  Strath  Taieri  line 
as  emphatically  the  shortest  and  easiest  route 
that  will  in  its  course  open  up  the  most  good 
country  for  settlement." 

In  his  evidence  before  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Donald  Beid  said, — 

"  Clearly  the  line  by  Btrath  Taieri  is  the  line 
that  will  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  interior  of 
the  province ;  it  will  open  up  the  greatest  area  of 
land  for  settlement,  as  well  as  meet  the  require- 
ments, in  my  estimation,  of  the  interior  districts  : 
it  will  bring  them  in  direct  communication  with 
the  chief  seaport." 

He  would  call  one  more  witness,  to  whose 
evidence  he  was  sure  the  Council  would  attach 
great  weight,  and  that  was  his  honorable  friend 
Sir  Francis  Dillon  Bell,  who,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion by  Mr.  McLean,  said, — 

"  I  am  obliged  to  say  that,  looking  to  the  evi* 
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deoce  which  Kr.  Blair's  report  giTes  hb  to  the 
character  of  the  gradients  and  tne  altitude  to 
iurmount  in  the  line  by  Strath  Taieri,  I  should 
•ay  that,  in  an  engineering  point  of  yiew,  there 
would  be  no  comparison  between  that  and  the 
8hag  Yallej  line;  the  Strath  Taieri  line  would 
certainly  be  best." 

He  (Mr.  Hall)  was  now  speaking  onlj  of  the 
engineering  adyantages  of  the  different  routes. 
Then  Mr.  MoEerrow  also  giyes  eyidence  upon 
the  subject,  and  to  him  this  question  was  put : — 

"  There  is  another  line  which  starts  also  from 
Pahnerston  up  the  Shag  Yallej.  What  is  jour 
opinion  of  that  line? — My  opinion  is  that  the 
engineering  difficulties  would  be  so  great  that  it 
should  also  be  set  aside.  I  may  say  that,  with 
regard  to  this  Shag  Valley,  I  think  it  a  proper 
thine  that  a  branch  railway  should  be  made  to 
Lnk^,  near  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell's  station." 

So  much  with  regard  to  the  engineering  adyan- 
tagee  of  the  yarious  line.  Then  he  had  before 
him  estimates  of  cost — one  by  Mr.  Blair,  which 
was  as  follows : — 

*'  As  already  stated,  I  cannot,  without  a  more 
detailed  suryey,  giye  anything  like  a  trustworthy 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  rauway  from  Dunedin 
to  Cronvrell  vid  Strath  Taieri ;  but  the  follow- 
ing, which  does  not  include  engineering  nor 
loUing-stock,  may  be  taken  as  at  least  an  indica- 
tion : — 

HOm.       £ 
"North  Taieri  to  Blair  Taieri...     84    280,000 

Blair    Taieri    to    Maniototo 

Plain,  opposite  Kaseby     ...     88    140,000 

Maniototo  Phun  to  Clyde     ...     42    170,000 

Clyde  to  Cromwell 13      60,000 

Total  Dunedin  to  Cromwell  122    600,000  '* 

Tliere  was  also  the  eyidenoe  of  Mr.  Eoberts,  a 
•eiiler  io  the  neighbourhood,  and,  although  this 
waa  not  professional  eyidence  upon  the  point,  it 
bore  yery  strongly  upon  it.  This  question  and 
answer  appeared  in  hu  eyidence : — 

"You  consider  that  a  company  would  make 
this  line  if  a  guarantee  be  giyen  r — I  think,  for 
a  guarantee  of  300,000  acres,  a  company  would  be 
inclined  to  make  a  line  from  near  Mr.  Beid's 
oomer,  or  the  Chain  Hills  tunnel,  at  the  junction 
of  the  main  south  line,  to  Clyde  or  Cromwell." 

Then,  question  184, — 

**l>o  you  think  a  public  company  could  be 
formed  to  construct  this  line  of  railway  ? — From 
•vidence  I  haye  gathered  in  Dunedin  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  company  to  construct 
a  line,  if  giyen  a  pre-emptiye  right  oyer  800,000 
•eree  at  20s.  per  acre." 

That  was  only  the  opinion  of  a  layman,  and 
must  merely  be  regarded  as  confirmatory  of  what 
bad  been  stated  by  Mr.  Blair.  But  the  most 
important  part  of  the  question  to  his  mind  was 
this :  What  amount  of  land  would  this  line  ren- 
der ayailable — what  would  the  line  do  in  the  way 
of  promoting  settlement  if  it  were  constructed  P 
TTpon  that  point  he  would  trouble  the  Council 
with  a  few  quotations.  Mr.  Beid,  in  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee,  went  into  the  mat- 
ter at  considerable  length — at  such  length  that  he 
(Mr.  Hall)  would  not  read  the  whole  of  that 


gentleman's  eyidence,  but  would  merely  say  that 
it  was  yery  favourable.  Then  Mr.  Thomson,  the 
Surveyor-General,  who  knew  thoroughly  the 
country,  gave  this  information.  After  stating 
how  much  agricultural  land  there  was,  this  ques- 
tion was  put  to  him :  *'  And  millions  of  acres  of 
pastoral  country  ?  "  to  which  he  replied,  '*  Six  or 
seyen  millions.  Mr.  M(^errow  gives  more  pre- 
cise evidence  with  regard  to  the  agricultural  part. 
He  says,  at  page  8, — 

"  Now,  what  would  you  say  was  the  total  area 
of  land  available  for  agricultural  settlement,  from 
North  Taieri  up  to  Clyde,  that  would  be  rendered 
accessible  by  the  construction  of  such  a  line  ? — 
There  will  be  1,200,000  acres  opened  up. 

"  Agricultui^l  ? — Oh,  no ;  mixed. 

"How  much  would  be  rendered  accessible  for 
,  agricultural  settlement  ? — I  did  not  consider  that 
point,  but  I  think  I  might  say  a  fourth  of  it,  or 
perhaps  a  third.  We  do  not  know  what  will 
grow  there,  because  at  one  time  they  thought 
wheat  would  not  grow  beyond  Taieri;  then  we 
shifted  to  Clutha ;  then  to  Queenstown,  which  is 
now  one  of  the  finest  wheat-growing  districts  in 
the  colony. 

"  Tour  answer  is  that  it  would  render  available 
1,200,000  acres  ?— Yes.  Of  that  1,200,000  acres 
the  whole  is  Crown  land,  vrith  the  exception  of 
about  40,000  acres;  which  is  a  very  important 
point." 

That  is  what  he  (Mr.  Hall)  wished  to  impress 
upon  the  Council — that  it  was  an  important  fact 
that  the  whole  of  the  countir  through  which  the 
line  would  pass,  with  a  trifling  exception,  was 
Crown  land,  and,  if  managed  properly,  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  must  result  m  a  large  sum 
of  money  being  placed  in  the  Public  Treasury. 
Mr.  Mo&erfow  then  went  on  to  say, — 

"  Supposing  now  that  you  were  asked  to  indi- 
cate what  would  be  the  best  line  to  open  up  into 
the  interior  of  Otago,  which  would  you  recom- 
mend, knowing  the  country  as  you  do  ? — I  will 
qualify  the  reply  a  little.  The  Strath  Taieri  route 
would  open  up  the  most  country  suitable  or  avail- 
able for  settlement ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  best 
interior  line  to  reach  Clyde  and  the  districts 
beyond,  inclusive  of  ultimate  extension  to  the 
West  Coast,  is  the  railway  line  vid  Lawrence. 

**  That  would  be  because  it  is  the  shortest  ? — 
And  because  it  goes  oyer  the  lowest  country.  If 
looking  at  it  in  a  selfish  light,  and  I  resided  at 
Cromwell,  I  would  say  the  line  should  go  that 
way. 

*'  At  the  same  time,  the  Strath  Taieri  is  the  line 
that  will  open  up  most  country  for  settlement  ? 
—Certainly." 

Then  he  came  to  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
who  said,  in  answer  to  a  question, — 

'*  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  there 
is  more  available  agricultural  land  open  for  settle- 
ment by  the  Strath  Taieri  than  by  the  Shag 
Valley  route ;  but  I  doubt  whether  there  is  any 
land  on  the  Strath  Taieri  route  so  good  in  quality 
as  some  4,000  or  5,000  acres  by  the  other  line, 
between  my  station  and  Morrison's.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  land  there  is  excellent ;  it  is  very  rich 
soil,  though  it  is  all  hilly  and  ridgy  land.  At 
regards  land  fit  for  settlement,  there  is  no  com* 
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parison  between  tlie  quantity  in  the  Strath  Taieri 
line  and  the  quantity  in  Shag  Valley,  though  I 
think  there  are  5,000  acres  in  the  Shag  Valley  lino 
better  tlian  any  I  know  on  the  Strath  Taieri.  I 
apeak  of  the  character  of  the  aoil ;  as  regards 
adaptabihty  for  settlement,  I  still  think  the 
Strath  Taieri  line  is  the  best." 
In  answer  to  another  tjuestion,  he  said, — 
**  As  I  said  before,  the  advantage  which  the 
Strath  Taieri  line  has  is  that  along  that  line  there 
is  more  available  country  adapted  for  settlement 
by  people  of  moderate  capital ;  while  the  adran- 
tage  of  the  Shag  Valley  line  is  that  it  would  be 
immediately  productive  of  revenue  over  every  ten 
miles  that  were  made  of  it,  which  the  Strath 
Taieri  line  would  not.**  . 

Then  we  find  the  following : — 
**  Mr.  Macandrew.']  Do  I  understand  you  to 
•tate,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  interior  of 
Otago,  that,  of  all  the  proposed  routes  now  indi- 
cated, that  by  Strath  Taieri  opens  up  the  largest 
area  of  ayailable  country  for  settlement  ? — ^I  hare 
no  doubt  of  it.** 

Another  point  is  brought  out  in  the  following 
question  and  answer : — 

'*  Do  you  consider  the  immediate  realization  of 
funds,  say  for  a  year  or  two  years,  would  counter- 
balance the  other  disadvantages? — No,  I  would 
not  say  so  ;  I  should  say  that,  if  you  could  afford 
to  wait  for  the  receipt  of  revenue,  it  would  be 
better  to  take  that  line  which  would  open  the 
greatest  quantity  of  land  for  settlement." 

In  addition  to  the  testimony  he  bad  read,  ho 
might  read  petitions  from  the  various  County 
Councils  along  the  line  of  route,  and  one  also 
from  the  City  of  Dunedin.  But  he  would  not 
do  80.  They  were  attached  to  the  papers,  and 
honorable  members  might  peruse  them  and  ob- 
serve the  unanimity  which  prevailed  in  regard  to 
this  hne.  It  would  be  seen,  therefore,  that  this 
line  would  open  up  a  large  quantity  of  agricul- 
tural land,  estimated  at  not  less  than  400,000 
acres,  which,  it  was  stated  in  the  reports  he  had 
referred  to,  was  at  present  comparatively  inac- 
cessible—that  was  to  say,  that  the  transport  of 
agricultural  produce  from  that  land  to  a  port  of 
shipment  was  at  present  so  expensive  that  it 
would  not  pay  to  grow  corn  in  these  districts. 
That  was  the  gist  of  the  whole  thing.  The  foun- 
dation of  the  prosperity  of  this  colony  for  many, 
years  to  come  must  rest  chiefly  upon  its  agricul- 
ture. Farming  was  the  backbone  of  the  colony, 
and  as  farms  receded  from  the  port  of  shipment 
it  became  increasingly  difficult  to  carry  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  at  a  profit  unless  railway  com- 
munication were  instituted.  Honorable  members 
who  came  from  Canterbury  knew  that  very  well. 
They  would  know  that  a  few  years  ago  it  was 
becoming  difficult  for  agriculturists  to  carry  on 
their  operations  at  a  profit,  and  that  since  the 
railways  had  been  constructed  there  had  been  a 
very  great  advance  in  that  respect,  and  that  con- 
sequently the  province  had  gone  ahead.  There 
was  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  the  same  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  In  the  district  now 
in  question  there  were  300,000  or  400,000  acres 
of  agricultural  land  to  be  opened  up.  It  must  be 
considered,  also,  that  nearly  all  the  land  through 
Hon.  Mr.  Mall 


which  the  proposed  railway  would  pass  was  Crown 
land,  and  that  any  increase  in  its  value  went  into 
the  public  chest.     It  did  not  pay  iu  thedc  dis- 
tricts at  present  to  grow  com  for  exportation; 
but,  if  the  laud  were  made  accessible  by  this  rail* 
way,  people  would  be  able  to  grow  grain  on  it  at 
a  profit,  and  the  value  of  the  land  would  be  in- 
creased twofold  or  threefold.    He  would  now 
draw  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill 
proposed  to  deal  with  the  case.    It  was  proposed 
that  the  Qovernment  should  make  reserves  in  the 
Counties  of  Taieri,  Maniototo,  and  Vincent  to  an 
extent  not  exceeding  400,000  acres,  and  that  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  might  construct  or 
cause  to  be  constructed  the  line  proposed  to  be 
made.    Then  the  Bill  went  on  to  say  that,  if  the 
Qovernment  did  not,  within  twelve  months,  do 
the  work,  a  railway  trust  should  be  constituted, 
cq^sisting  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  three  counties, 
upon  whom  should  devolve  the  power  of  making 
the  railway.     It  had  been  pointed  out  by  gentle- 
men who  took  an  interest  in  this  Bill  that  it 
would  be  inexpedient  to  place  such  power  in  the 
hands  of  such  a  body,  aud  he  was  bound  to  lay 
that,  in  considering  the  matter  fully,  he  ooold 
not  dissent  from  that  conclusion.     It  was  too 
much  power  to  give  them ;  it  was  not  altogether 
proper  to  allow  these  gentlemen  to  disburse  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  400,000  acres  of  land  or  to 
borrow  half  a  million  of  money  on  the  security  of 
that  land.    It  was  a  power  which  ought  not  to  be 
given  to  such  a  bodj,  and  there  was  no  sufficient 
reason  why,  if  the  thing  could  be'done— if  the 
railway  were  to  bo  constructed  out  of  these  luge 
reserves — it  should  not  be  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment, who  were  responsible  to  Parliament.    If 
the  Council,  therefore,  thought  fit  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time,  he  should  consent  to  the  exci- 
sion of  this  part  of  it.     Perhaps  it  would  be  most 
convenient,  if  the  Council  allowed  the  Bill  to  be 
read  a  second  time,  that,  with  a  view  to  intro- 
ducing amendments  which  might  be  necessary,  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.    It 
had  been  suggested  that  there  might  be  other 
Bills  of  the  same  kind,  and  that  they  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  also.    To  his 
mind  that  was  a  fair  proposition,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  that  at  all  interfered  with  the  pro* 
priety  of  this  Bill  being  referred  at  once  to  the 
Select  Committee.     Ho  thought  himself  that  tHe 
Bill  ought  to  include  power  to  raise  money  upon 
the  security  of  this  land  by  whoever  was  in- 
trusted with  the  duty  of  making  the  line,  because 
if  the  400,000  acres  was  now  worth  £1  per  acre 
— and  honorable  gentlemen  from  Otago  assured 
him  that  it  was  so  —  it  would  be  worth  much 
more  if  the  railway  were  carried  through,  and 
the  land  were  made  accessible  to  the  shipping  port 
of  the  district.    No  doubt  there  would  be  a  very 
large  increase  in  the  value  of  the  land ;  and  ho 
was  assured,  by  some  persons  likelj  to  be  well 
informed  on  the  point,  that  the  increase  in  value 
would  absolutely  be  equal  to  the  whole  cost  of 
the  construction  of  the  railway,  so  that  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  construction  of  Uie 
line,  and  there  would  be  a  surplus  equal  to  the 
present  value  of  the  land  after   the  line  was 
finished.    One  witness  before  the   Select  Coin- 
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mittee  of  the  other  Houbo,  Mr.  Roberts,  stated 
as  follows  in  his  evidence  :  He  was  asked  the 
question,  '*  What  would  be  the  value  of  the 
land?"  to  which  he  replied,  "The  value  of  the 
land  would  be  increased  perhaps  from  5 3.  to 
7s.  6d.  per  acre.  The  price  of  agricultural  land 
would  be  enhanced  from  £1  to  £1  lOs.  per  acre 
bejond  the  present  upset  price."  That  was  to 
iaj,  instead  of  selling  the  mnd  at  £1  per  acre, 
it  could  be  sold  for  £2  or  £2  10a.  per  acre ;  and 
he  felt  certain  that  that  was  by  no  means  an 
extravagant  estimate.  It  was  a  well* known  fact 
that  when  a  railway  was  made  through  land  it 
ranerallj  became  worth  four  or  five  times  its 
former  value.  Mr.  McEerrow  gave  somewhat 
limilar  evidence  on  the  same  subject.  He  was 
asked,  "  Do  jou  think  that  only  a  portion  of  the 
land  would  be  opened — namely,  that  alongside 
the  railway  line?"     He  replied, — 

"  I  should  think  it  would  double  the  value  of 
the  land  tinted  on  the  map.  This  Strath  Taieri 
Hundred  was  opened  up  and  advertised,  and  a  lot 
of  Taieri  settlers  went  up  and  started  farming, 
but  they  found  they  could  not  work  two  esta- 
blishments on  account  of  the  hilly  road  interven- 
ing, and  came  back.  The  Strath  Taieri  land  is  at 
pr^ient  unavailable  for  settlement  on  account  of 
its  inaccessibility." 

That  was  very  valuable  evidence,  as  showing 
that  not  only  would  the  land  be  beneficially  occu- 

}>ied  if  made  accessible,  but  its  increased  value 
or  sale  would  actually  pay  for  the  construction 
of  the  railway.  He  would  now  refer  to  one  or 
two  objections  which  liad  been  raised.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  report  as  to  the  practicabilily 
and  cost  of  the  Une  was  not  conclusive.  That 
w&s  true :  no  detailed  survey  had  taken  place ; 
but  he  thought  honorable  members  would  admit 
that  all  the  promoters  of  such  a  Bill  as  this  should 
do  in  this  respect  had  been  done.  At  the  same 
time,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  G-overnment,  if 
Uie  Bill  were  passed,  to  make  a  detailed  survey. 
If  it  were  shown  that  the  railway  could  not  be 
constructed  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land  now 
being  reserved,  it  should  not  be  entered  upon 
without  further  reference  to  Parliament.  It  had 
been  said  that  this  work  was  too  large  and  grave 
a  one  to  be  intrusted  to  a  railway  trust  such  as 
had  been  proposed,  and,  as  he  had  said  before,  ho 
agreed  in  that  opinion.  It  had  also  been  said,  by 
gentlemen  who  were  conversant  with  the  work- 
log  of  the  waste  land  laws  of  Oiaeo,  that,  if  the 
land  were  left  to  be  dealt  with  oy  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  of  Otago,  without  any  further  pro- 
vision than  that  now  existing  in  the  Bill,  which 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  Board  was  to  sell  the 
land  under  the  ordinary  waste  land  laws  of  the 
province,  it  would  be  left  open  jto  the  Board  to 
■ell  it  or  not  to  sell  it  as  they  chose,  and  it  was  just 
p08»ble  that  the  Board  might  not  feel  inclined  to 
sell  it,  or,  if  they  did  sell  it,  they  might  dispose 
of  it  in  such  driblets  that  the  sum  realized  would 
not  cover  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  the 
radway.  That  was  the  opinion  of  gentlemen 
who  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the 
Otago  Waste  Lands  Orduiance  ;  and  it  ought  to 
be  made  quite  clear  in  the  Bill  that  the  land 
•hould  be   told  in  a  prudent  and  business-like 


manner  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  order  to  repay 
the  money  which  had  been  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  line.  He  was  afraid  he  had 
wearied  the  Council,  and  he  felt  that  lie  was  deal- 
ing with  a  subject  with  which  he  was  not  so 
familiar  as  some  other  honorable  members  of  the 
Council ;  but  he  was  anxious  to  do  justice  to  it  to 
the  best  of  his  ability.  It  was  a  very  great  pity 
that  the  principle  he  had  been  advocating  had 
not  been  acted  on  heretofore — namely,  that  the 
land  should  be  made  topay  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion of  the  railways.  He  hoped  they  would  not 
stop  at  the  present  proposal,  but  that  they  would 
dispose  of  a  considerable  portion  of  their  landed 
estate  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  Bill.  He 
believed  that,  instead  of  the  colony  being  at  all 
poorer  for  disposing  of  its  land  in  that  way,  it 
would  be  richer  :  in  fact,  when  they  had  dii*posed 
of  even  one-half  of  their  landed  estate  in  that 
way  they  would  be  better  off  than  they  were  at 
present.  He  hoped  that  those  honorable  members 
who  approved  01  this  principle  would  not  allow 
any  dinerences  of  opinion  as  to  the  particular 
route  which  this  railway  should  take  to  pre- 
judice them  against  the  Bill.  The  matter  had 
been  fairly  considered  and  reported  on  by  a 
Committee  of  the  other  House,  and  that  Com- 
mittee was  in  favour  of  this  particular  line  ;  and 
he  trusted  that  those  honorable  gentlemen  who 
still  held  the  opinion  that  another  route  which 
•had  been  suggested  was  the  best  would  not 
insist  on  their  opinion,  but  would  agree  to  the 
line  proposed  in  the  Bill.  He  hoped  the  Council 
would  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  BilL 
As  he  had  already  said,  he  thought  the  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and 
when  the  report  of  that  Committee  was  brought 
down  he  was  sure  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBEELIN  said  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  had  made  a  long  and  interesting,  but 
not  a  wearisome,  speech.  At  the  same  time,  it 
was  a  most  remarkable  speech.  In  fact,  he  had 
never  heard  such  an  extraordinary  speech  during 
the  whole  of  his  career  in  Parliament.  There 
was  one  word  which  was  repeated  many  times 
during  the  course  of  the  speech,  and  that  was  the 
littie  word  "  if."  The  whole  thing,  according  to 
the  honorable  gentleman,  would  be  right  "if" 
this,  that,  or  the  other  thing  were  done.  He 
had  no  faith  in  these  "  ifs,"  and  if  he  were  in 
order  in  moving,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months,  he  would  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  introduced  this 
Bill  in  an  exhaustive  and  able  speech  showed,  he 
thought,  satisfactorily  to  tlie  Council  that  the 
proposal  made  for  the  construction  of  the  Strath 
Taieri  and  Clyde  Bailway  was  not  one  new  to 
the  Legislature.  This  proposal  was  similar  to 
that  originally  mode  when  the  Public  Works  and 
Immigration  scheme  was  introduced,  and  he,  for 
one,  very  much  regretted  that  it  was  not  given 
a  larger  development  at  that  time.  He  knew 
honorable  gentlemen  would  say  that  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  great  necessities  of  the  country 
they  had  no  business  to  impoverish  their  means 
ana  to  lessen  their  assets ;   but  let  them  not 
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draw  a  red-herring  acroBs  the  scent,  and  bring 
a  totally  foreign  person  —  foreign  not  only  as 
regarded  his  locality,  but  foreien  also  to  the  con- 
sideration— into  their  discussions.  This  was  a 
matter  which  the  public  creditor  had  no  concern 
with  at  all,  and  there  was  no  greater  fallacy  than 
that  of  throwing  this  public  creditor  at  their 
heads  upon  eyery  occasion  when  they  were  talk- 
ing about  their  assets  in  land.  Not  only  had  the 
colony  not  borrowed  any*  money  whaterer  upon 
the  credit  of  its  Land  Fund,  but  there  was  no 
foreign  creditor  who  would  fail  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  of  our  resources  before  his  solicitor  be- 
fore he  inrested  in  the  funds  of  the  colony,  and 
no  lawyer  who  would  fail  to  point  out  to  him 
that  our  Land  Fund  was  a  yanishing  fraction, 
and  must  not  be  considered  as  any  security  what- 
eyer  for  the  money  he  was  about  to  lend  to 
this  country.  The  public  creditor  lent  his  money 
upon  three  securities — upon  that  of  our  inteimty, 
upon  that  of  our  industry,  and  upon  that  of  the 
product iyeness  of  the  country.  He  would  take 
the  first  two  for  granted.  With  regard  to  the 
third,  did  or  did  not  such  a  proposal  as  this 
increase  the  productiyeness  of  the  country  ?  He 
was  giyen  to  understand — and  he  had  been  at 
pains  to  inform  himself  on  the  subject— that  the 
district  through  which  this  Strath  Taieri  Bailway 
was  to  go  was  at  present  unapproachable  by  any- 
thing lUce  a  practicable  and  useful  road  such  as 
would  enable  grain  traffic  to  be  carried  on  upon' 
it.  It  was  not  a  district  like  some  through 
which  railways  had  been  made,  in  which  the 
land  belongea  to  priyate  indiyiduals,  who  reaped 
the  entire  adyantage  of  the  railway  constructed 
at  the  public  expense.  Whateyer  increase  of 
yalue  there  might  be  resulting  from  the  rail- 
way construction  would  fall,  under  this  pro- 
posal, to  the  benefit  of  the  colony.  The  proposal, 
^  he  took  it,  and  as  alone  the  Qoyemment 
would  support  it,  was  a  proposal  under  which 
certain  hmd,  instead  of  being  hurriedly  seized 
and  sold  to  speculators  in  expectation  of  a  rail- 
way being  made  there,  would  be  reseryed,  and 
would  be  sold  after  the  railway  was  constructed, 
when  the  highest  possible  price  could  be  ex- 
pected from  it,  and  when  its  productiyeness  would 
oecome  a  material  factor  in  the  national  pro- 
sperity. A  large  district  like  this,  stated,  upon  the 
best  authority,  to  be  one  of  considerable  fertility, 
and  of  an  agricultural  character,  opened  up  by  a 
railway  line  to  the  sea,  might  in  future  yield  a 
grain  export,  if  not  equal  to  that  of  those  great 
centres  Timaru  and  Oamaru,  at  aU  eyents  suffi- 
ciently large  to  make  a  yery  considerable  in- 
crease to  the  grain  export  of  the  oolony.  At  this 
moment  there  were  seyeral  kinds  of  railways 
legalized  in  this  country.  There  was  the  trunk 
railway,  the  outcome  and  the  first  proposal  of 
the  Public  Works  policy — the  national  trunk  rail- 
way of  the  country.  There  was  the  district  rail- 
way proposed  by  the  Bill  which  was  on  the 
Order  Paper  of  the  Council,  and  which  had  to 
receive  a  certain  guarantee  from  the  Government 
and  a  certain  guarantee  from  the  district.  And, 
lastly,  there  was  the  district  railway  also  contem- 
plated by  that  Bill,  which  was  an  entirely  private 
speculation,  and  had  no  advantage  except  a  right 
Mon.  Colonel  Whitmof 


to  obtain  lands,  and  to  run  a  railway  under  re- 

fulations  requisite  for  the  safety  of  the  public. 
f  the  proposal  in  this  Bill  met  with  favour  from 
the  Council  there  would  be  a  fourth  kind  of  rail- 
way— a  railway  built  in  such  a  way  as  to  add 
nothing  to  the  burdens  of  the  people — a  branch 
railway  which  would  open  a  totalhr  new  district 
to  the  industrial  part  of  the  population,  besides 
creating   an  increased   return   from   the   Land 
Fund  beyond  that  which  they  could  have  hoped 
to  get  if  that  railway  had  not  been  made,  and 
the  land  had  been  dieposed  of  at  its  market 
value.    He  was  informed  on  all  sides  that,  if  the 
railway  were  made,  the  land,  instead  of  being 
worth  £1,  might  be  expected  by  the  time  the  rail- 
way was  finisned  to  be  worth  £3  per  acre.    Tbii 
was  the  one  kind  of  case  in  which  a  large  alloca- 
tion of  land  was  in  his  opinion  allowable.     This 
was  not  a  case  in  which  they  were  really  tak- 
ing anything  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  country. 
Assuming  that  this  work  was  a  necessity— and 
the  residents  in  that  part  of  the  country  all  be- 
lieved it  to  be  a  necessity — it  would,  at  aU  events, 
add  a  new  asset  in  the  railway  itself,  without 
adding  further  burdens  or  in  any  way  impover- 
ishing the  country,  and  the  freeholders  in  that 
district  would  not  derive  a  large  fortune  from  the 
railway,  but  the  Gbvemment  itself.    He  should 
think  it  exceedingly  wrong  to  take  a  large  endow- 
ment in  land  in  a  district  unless  the  Government 
reaped  the  great  bulk  of  the  increment  of  value 
which  the  project  was  likely  to  create.    It  was 
very  true  that  they  must  begin  to  regard  the 
Land  Fund  now  as  one  great  element  in  the 
means  of  the  country.    "From,  a  return  which 
bad  been  placed  upon  the  table  of  another  branch 
of  the  Legislature  it  would  be  seen  that  the  entire 
amount  of  land  throughout  the  oolony  was  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  £15,000,000.     From  a  state- 
ment of  the  late  Treasurer's  finance  it  was  to  be 
seen  that  he  made  both  ends  meet  by  putting 
his  hands  upon  72^  per  cent,  of  the  estimated 
amount  of  the  land  revenue  for  the  forthcoming 
year,  and  that,  having  then  a  deficit  of  £167,000, 
he  proposed  to  take  that  also  from  the  Land 
Fund,  as  an  exceptional  demand,  thus  raising  the 
entire  contribution  he  proposed  to  take  from  the 
Land  Fund  to  something  considerably  over  90 
per  cent.    Therefore  we   were  really  living  to 
a  great  extent  upon  our  Land  Fund.    But  he 
maintained  that,  although  that  was  the  case,  and 
although  superficially  the  reserving  of  400,000 
acres  looked  like  a  great  reduction  from  our 
means,  still  it  was  not  so  in  reality.    This  land 
was  not  land  which  was  now  ayailable  for  sale. 
K  it  were  available  for  sale  it  would  only  be  so 
at  a  very    moderate   price   indeed,  and  would 
probably  be  deroted  to  entirely  pastoral  uses. 
Under  the  present  project  the  resichie,  after  pay- 
ing for  the  railway,  would  be  worth  more  than 
its  present  ralue,  and  there  would  be  a  large 
agricultural  population  settled  upon   what  was 
sold,  who  would,  indirectly,  yery  much  add  to 
the  wealth  of   the  country.     The  reserving  of 
the  land  was,  to  his  mind,  an  absolute  necessity, 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  add  £500,000,  or 
whateyer   the    estimated    cost   of    the   railway 
might  be,  to  the  already  monstrous  debt  of  the 
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conntiyj  for,  if  they  did  not  reserre  the  land, 
the  immediate  result  would  be  that  speculators 
would  gobble  up  every  bit  of  it  at  tne  lowest 
price  that  the  law  admitted,  and  they  and  not 
the  colony  would  obtain  the  increment  of  value. 
There  had  been  too  much  of  that  kind  of  thing 
in  this  country — too  much  purchasing  of  land  in 
anticipation  of  railways  going  through  it,  and  too 
macb  hardness  in  subsequent  sales  vrtiere  the 
land  had  to  be  repurchased  by  the  Crown  for 
public  works.    A  glance  at  the  return  of  the 
amount  paid  for  taking  railways  through   pri- 
vate land   would    somewhat    stagger  honorable 
gentlemen  if  they  gave  a  few  minutes'  attention 
to  the   subject.    The    Gk)vemment    could    not 
adopt  this  Bill  in  its  entirety.    The  first  four 
clauses  laid  down  that  part  of  toe  principle  whidi 
the  Government  were  prepared  to  support.    It 
would  be  necessary,  of  course,  to  supplement  the 
Bill  by  some  other  clauses  to  give  it  effect ;  but 
the  entire  proposal  to  give  authority  over  this 
extent  of  country  and  this  enormous  borrowing 
power  to  three  or  four  individuals  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  support.    He  would  be  glad  to 
hear  what  those  who  he  heard  objected  very 
strongly  to  the  Bill  would  find  to  say  against  it. 
It  was  not  a  Bill  for  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment were  in  any  way  responsible.    It  was  intro- 
duced into  Parliament  durins  the  time  of  their 
predecessors,  and,  as  far  as  ne  knew,  was  not 
objected  to  by  them.    The  present  Gt)vernm6nt 
had  considered  the  Bill,  and  objected  to  it  so  far 
as  he  had  indicated  to  the  Council ;  but,  looking 
to  the  great  necessity  for  making  the  railway, 
and  looking  also  to  the  heavy  burdens  already 
imposed  on  the  colony,  and  the  unwillingness 
both  of  the  public  and  the  Government  to  add  to 
those  burdens  except  for  making  the  main  trunk 
railways  of  the  countir,  and  bearing  in  mind 
that  this  proposal  would  ultimately  result  in  the 
construction  of  the  railway  at   no  cost  to  the 
people,    the  G-overnment   thought    a  fair  trial 
should  be  given  to  the  first  four  clauses  of  the 
Bill.     He  hoped  that   the  Council  would  not, 
■imply  on  the  bare  ground  that  there  had  been 
reserves  made  before  of  an  improper  kind,  and 
because  there  was  always  a  tendency  in  some 
directions  to  seize  upon  too  much  of  the  public 
estate,  hurriedly  throw  out  the  Bill.    The  Council 
had  on  many  occasions,  even  where  considerable 
prejudice  existed,  given  very  fair  consideration  to 
what  honorable  gentlemen   said  when  introduc- 
ing Bills  of  this  character,  and  had  given  the 
promoters  full  opportunity  to  prove  their  case. 
He  hoped  that  tbey  would  not  make  a  singular 
exception  in  this  case.    The  honorable  gentleman 
who  introduced  the  Bill  proposed  that  it  should 
stand  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.    That  pro- 
posal appeared  to  him  a  very  reasonable  one, 
because  tlie  only  doubt  that  existed  in  his  mind — 
and  he  thought  it  would  weigh  very  much  with 
other  honorable  gentlemen — was,  whether  or  not 
the  necessity  for  this  line,  and  its  urgency,  could 
be  proTed.     If  evidence  were  brought  to  satisfy 
a  Select  Committee  upon  that  point,  if  the  state- 
ments made  by    the   honorable  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  BiU  were  corroborated,  and  if,  on 
reflection,  honorable  gentlemen  came  to  the  con- 


clusion that  this  was  not  such  a  very  dangerous 
proposal,  as  long  as  Parliament  never  parted 
with  its  direct  control  over  the  arrangements, 
nor  allowed  the  Ministry  to  escape  its  responsi- 
bility by  putting  the  responsibility  upon  anybody 
else,  then  he  thought  that  the  Bill  ought  to  have 
its  trial,  and  the  experiment  should  be  authorized 
by  law. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  felt  himself  un- 
equal to  speaking,  and  he  would  not  venture 
upon  the  task  except  that  he  felt  it  would  be  a 
dereliction  of  duty  on  his  part  if  he  did  not  ex- 

Sress  what  he  felt  on  this  occasion.  He  entirely 
issented  from  the  observations  made  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  in  the  eulogium  he  passed 
upon  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
introduced  this  Bill  as  being  a  most  conclusive 
and  exhaustive  one.  He  would  not  willingly  say 
anything  offensive  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  but  he 
would  say  that  he  never  heard  a  speech  from 
that  honorable  gentleman  which  to  him  was  so 
extremelv  disappointing.  He  wished  to  abstain 
from  making  any  personal  remarks,  but  he  must 
say  that  the  guise  in  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man came  forward  as  the  promoter  of  this  BiU 
was  so  flimsy  and  transparent  that  it  was  impos- 
sible not  to  see  through  what  he  thought  any 
person  who  looked  at  t^e  matter  would  perceive. 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  the  principle  of 
the  Bill.  But  the  principle  that  had  been  argued 
was  a  principle  affecting  the  interests  of  a  locality. 
It  was  not  a  national  principle.  It  was  a  prin- 
ciple affecting  a  looaUty,  and  that  only.  He  did 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  this  Bill  was  the  precur- 
sor, the  forerunner,  of  further  measures  of  the 
same  kind  which  would  be  brought  before  the 
Council.  Would  the  honorable  gentleman  ven- 
ture to  say  that  a  Bill  of  the  same  kind  would  not 
come  from  the  Province  of  Canterbury  shortly  ? 
The  honorable  gentleman  justified  the  course  he 
took  in  promoting  this  Bill  by  saying  that  he  did 
so  from  an  entirely  disinterested  motive — that  he 
introduced  a  measure  which  had  reference  to  a 
locaUty  in  which  he  had  no  interest  or  concern — 
and  therefore  he  proceeded  to  argue  upon  its 
merits.  He  (Colonel  Kenny)  maintained  that 
its  merits  were  simply  merits  of  detail  affecting  a 
locality.  The  very  argument  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  used  at  the  outset  condemned  it.  He 
said  that  this  course  of  taking  an  endowment  of 
400,000  acres  was  allowable  because  it  was  an 
ingredient  in  the  YogeUan  scheme,  but  that  un- 
fortunately it  was  abandoned,  and  the  whole 
Railway  and  Public  Works  scheme  rested  on  the 
basis  of  borrowed  money.  He  maintained  that 
this  was  one  essential  and  most  important  prin- 
ciple, and  the  one  most  advisable  to  follow  under 
the  scheme  of  Mr.  Vogel. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  did  not  say  "  the  most 
important.''  He  said  that  to  his  mind  it  was  a 
very  important  principle,  and  a  redeeming  fea- 
ture of  the  scheme. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said  that  when  he 
began  to  speak  he  expressed  his  desire  to  ab- 
stain from  sajing  anything  personal.  He  knew 
how  critical  the  honorable  gentleman  was,  and 
that  he  (Colonel  Kenny)  would  come  under  the 
ladi,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  would  take  hold 
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of  the  smallest  argument  or  particular  in  which 
he  erred.  But  yet  be  would  convict  the  honor- 
able gentleman  upon  his  own  assertion.  It  ill 
became  the  honorable  gentleman — in  advocating 
the  principle  that  the  Public  Works  and  Kail  way 
scheme  should  have  been  launched,  not  purely 
on  the  principle  of  borrowed  money,  but  on  the 
principle  of  taking  the  public  lands  of  the  colony 
— to  say)  that  this^was  a  proper  and  fitting  oc- 
casion, for  a  purely  local  purpose,  to  advocate 
the  taking  of  400,000  acres.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  been  sincere,  this  was  what  he 
would  have  said :  "  There  is  a  large  landed  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  colony  spread  here  and 
there — some  in  my  own  province,  some  in  the 
Province  of  Otago.  There  was  a  great  error  made 
—  we  ought  to  have  taken  those  lands  on  the 
origination  of  the  Vogelian  policy.  Now,  what  I 
am  going  to  do  is  to  introduce  a  Bill  the  object 
of  which  will  be  to  commence  a  process  of  that 
description  throughout  the  colony."  What  he 
(Colonel  Kenny)  maintained  was  that  they  ought 
not  to  localize,  but  to  generalize,  the  Land  Fund 
of  the  colony.  Bather  let  it  be  made  general 
public  property,  and  out  of  the  proceeds  appor- 
tion sufficient  to  carry  out  necessary  and  impor- 
tant works  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  JBut 
for  the  honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  be  came 
before  them — as  he  believed  the  honorable  gentle- 
man did — veithout  any  personal  interest  in  the  Bill 
whatever,  while  hekuew,  as  a  certain  consequence, 
that  the  same  thing  would  be  done  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canterbury  and  elsewhere,  was  calculated 
to  mislead  the  Council.  They  ought  to  regard 
this  as  the  first  step  towards  a  mnd  attack  upon 
the  Land  Fund  of  the  colony  tor  the  purpose  of 
localizing  it ;  and  they  ought  to  resist  this  first 
attempt.  He  did  not  feel  able  to  proceed  with 
any  further  remarks,  but  ho  thought  it  was  his 
duty,  taking,  as  he  knew  he  often  did,  the  un- 
popular side,  to  express  his  sentiments  on  this 
matter.  They  were  being  misled — ^he  knew  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  comment  upon  that 
remark,  but,  he  repeated,  they  were  being  misled 
— by  listening  to  arguments  which  showed  that 
this  measure  m  itself  might  be  a  good  one  if  it 
could  be  considered  apart  from  the  interests  of 
the  whole  colony,  and  regarded  in  the  light  of 
one  single  special  Act.  But  if  thcv  took  a  wider 
view  of  it  they  would  see  the  results  to  which  it 
would  lead ;  and  he  repeated  what  he  had  said  on 
former  occasions,  that  they  were  not  acting  fairly 
towards  the  public  creditor  in  thus  taking  what 
was  the  only  tangible  asset  on  which  they  had 
borrowed  vast  sums  of  money.  After  borrowing 
all  the  money  they  could— and,  he  hoped,  all  they 
would  be  able  to  borrow — they  were  now  to  be 
induced  to  take  away  the  only  asset  upon  which 
they  had  borrowed,  and  the  only  property  which 
was  left  to  the  colony,  for  the  purpose  of  local- 
izing it,  and  of  making  it  instrumental  in  for- 
warding the  private  interests  of  persons,  instead 
of  the  national  interests  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  this  was  one 
of  a  class  of  Bills  which  ought  not  at  any  time 
to  bo  introduced  by  a  private  member.  Bills 
of  this  sort  should  emanate  from  the  Govern- 
ment. In  1871  they  had  the  great  Public  Works 
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policy  placed  before  them,  and  since  that  time 
they  had  made  great  sacrifices  in  the  attempt 
to  carry  it  out.  But  they  were  now  to  some 
extent  asked  to  reverse  that  policy.  It  was  dif- 
ficult to  believe  that  the  policy  had  not  been  a 
partial  failure.  If  it  had  not,  why  should  they 
be  asked  to  consider  such  a  Bill  as  this?  He 
looked  upon  it  as  the  forerunner  of  many  other 
similar  Bills  which  were  to  follow.  They  knew 
that  more  were  to  come ;  but  he  maintained  that 
the  Government  were  bound  to  construct  all  the 
railways  that  were  required  by  the  colony  if  they 
were  to  carry  out  the  policy  inaugurated  in  1870. 
He  thought,  however,  that  they  were  in  too  great 
a  hurry  with  their  railways.  They  already  saw 
what  had  been  the  result  of  going  so  fast  In 
1870  it  was  proposed  to  spend  ten  millions  in  a 
period  extending  over  ten  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  the  railways  constructed  out  of  this 
money  were  to  a  great  extent  to  be  self-support- 
ing. Many  people  at  that  time  thou^t  the  pro- 
posal a  very  wild  one ;  but  what  had  they  done  in 
the  meantime  ?  They  found  that  at  the  end  of 
seven  years  double  the  sum  had  been  spent,  and 
they  were  left  with  a  very  heavy  burden  upon 
their  shoulders.   The  result  vras  that  their  financial 

S»sition  at  present  was  anything  but  satisfactorv. 
e  contended  that  if  it  was  necessary  to  mace 
these  reserves— and  he  agreed  with  the  propo«al 
to  some  extent — it  ought  to  be  done  by  the 
Qt)vemment  upon  one  general  plan.  They  should 
make  reserves  all  over  the  colony,  and  deal  with 
them  in  one  Bill.  They  could  then  give  authority 
to  survey  these  different  lines.  Many  Imes  were 
being  surveyed  at  the  present  time  without  any 
authority  from  that  Council,  and  of  course,  when 
the  lines  were  surveyed,  if  the  Government  of 
the  day  approved  of  them  they  would  submit 
them  to  the  Council  in  the  usual  Kailway  Bills, 
and  the  Council  could  then  consider  them  on 
their  merits,  and  decide  which  lines  should  be 
constructed  and  which  should  not.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  this  Bill  and  those  which  were  to  fol- 
low were  the  result  of  the  weakness  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day,  who  submitted  to  political 
pressure.  He  contended  that  the  Gbvernment 
ought  to  resist  that  pressure.  If  they  were  un- 
able to  do  so  they  should  resign.  The  scramble 
of  1871  and  1872  was  bad  enough,  but  if  they 
allowed  this  kind  of  thing  to  go  on  they  would 
see  a  very  much  worse  state  of  things.  Ho  un- 
derstood the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  to  say  that  there 
was  such  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  route 
which  the  railway  should  take  into  the  interior 
of  Otago,  that  he  had  taken  charge  of  the  Bill  be- 
cause no  Otago  member  would  take  charge  of  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  did  not  say  they 
refused  to  take  charge  of  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  that  they  knew 
at  any  rate  that  there  was  a  very  great  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  route,  and,  if  a  proper  8a^ 
vcy  were  made,  it  might  be  found  tnat  a  veiy 
much  better  line  could  be  made.  The  honorable 
gentleman  also  said  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
fine  was  £640,000.  They  knew  that  that  esti- 
mato  must  have  been  based  upon  a  very  rough 
survey,  and,  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
country  in  the  part  of  Otago  through  which 
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the  nilwaj  would  ran,  he  belieyed  that  the  line 
would  cost  a  yery  much  larger  sum.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  also  said  tnat  he  thought  it  was 
jodicioua  to  reeenre  all  our  landed  estate  bj  mak- 
ing it  a  means  to  construct  the  railways,  and  that 
thej  ought  to  do  it  as  fast  as  possible.  He  did 
not  think  that  was  a  wise  or  prudent  course. 
They  would  be  borrowing  money  indirectly,  and 
it  was  to  some  extent  the  same  as  selling  the 
land,  because  they  would  hare  nothing  to  show 
for  it  but  the  railway.  The  land  would  be  swal- 
lowed up  in  order  to  meet  the  charges  for  con- 
struction. He  thought  that  the  Council  should 
be  a  little  careful,  considering  that  the  colony 
bad  such  a  heary  debt.  They  should  to  some 
extent  conserve  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
landed  estate  of  the  colony.  They  would  al- 
ways receive  something  for  the  lease  of  it, 
and  it  would  at  any  rate  be  putting  by  some 
pdrtioQ  of  the  land,  which  they  could  hardly 
look  upon  as  reyenue.  They  should  look  upon 
it  as  capital,  and  reserve  some  of  it  for  a  rainy 
dsy.  Iz  they  went  on  in  this  way,  what  would 
be  the  result  in  twenty  years?  They  would 
have  a  heavy  debt.  No  doubt  some  of  these 
railways  would  pay,  but  they  could  hardly  ex- 
pect them  all  to  meet  the  full  charges  for  many 
yean  to  come.  They  would  have  a  heayy  debt, 
with  nothing  whateyer  to  meet  it  but  direct  taxa- 
tion. That  would  be  the  legacy  they  would  leaye 
to  tiiose  who  came  after  them.  He  thought  it 
would  be  better  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  before  being  read  a  second 
time,  and  he  should  therefore  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  Strath  Taieri  Railway  Bill  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  consider  and  report  upon  the  principle 
inyolved  in  the  Bill,  and  also  upon  any  other 
propoaala  now  before  Parliament  having  a  like 
object — the  reservation  of  waste  lands  for  the  con- 
itniotion  of  railways ;  and  with  further  instruo- 
iiona  to  consider  whether,  and,  if  so,  how  far,  the 
adoption  of  such  principles  may  affect  the  due 
proyision  for  the  charges  now  existing  by  law 
upon  the  land  revenue.  Committee  to  haye 
power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
report  in  a  fortnight.  The  Committee  to  consist 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  the 
Hon.  Sir  F.  DiUon  Bill,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore, 
and  the  mover. 

Hie  Hon.  Dr.  QBACE  aaid  he  had  taken  con- 
siderable trouble  in  order  that  he  might  under- 
stand the  proposition  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Council.  As  far  as  the  information  at 
his  disposal  enabled  him  to  form  an  opinion,  he 
thought  the  probabilities  were  in  fifivour  of  the 
desirability  of  constructing  this  line.  It  appeared 
to  him  that,  in  a  matter  -of  such  grave  import- 
ance, the  Qoyernment  should  be  altogether  re- 
sponsible for  a  measure  of  this  kind.  He  took 
exception  in  the  strongest  manner  to  the  preten- 
sions of  any  priyate  meml>er  who  introduced  such 
a  Bill  to  the  Council.  The  public  spirit  which 
actuated  a  private  member  who  introduced  such 
a  measure  must  be  admitted,  and  the  necessities 
of  the  present  complicated  political  position  no 
doubt  went  fr  to  excuse  the  acceptance  of  such 
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a  responsibility  by  any  private  member ;  but  he 
did  not  think  that  that  complicated  position  was 
sufficient  to  pardon  the  acceptance  by  them  of 
such  a  measure  introduced  in  such  a  manner. 
He  thought  it  yery  likely  that  they  would  be 
forced  into  the  adoption  of  some  such  mode  for 
the  construction  of  lines  of  railway.  Consider- 
ing their  financial  position,  and  considering  the 
urgent  necessity  of  deyeloping  the  resources  of 
the  colony  with  the  yiew  of  easing  their  financial 
difficulties,  they  might  find  it  necessary  to  accept 
such  proposals,  even  though  that  course  might  be 
in  some  degree  fundamentally  undesirable.  But 
he  could  not  think  that  the  interests  of  the  district 
to  which  this  Bill  referred  could  suffer  materially 
by  waiting  a  reasonable  time  for  the  further  con- 
sideration  of  the  matter,  and  he  fully  belieyed, 
from  the  investigations  which  he  had  made,  that 
at  some  later  period  some  Goyernment,  and  that 
soon,  would  introduce  such  a  measure,  probably 
a  measure  that  would  be  particularly  applicable 
to  this  district,  and  then  the  Council  would  be  in 
a  better  position  to  accept  the  graye  responsibility 
which  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  in  the 
present  condition  of  their  finances  necessarily  in- 
yolved. The  principle  that  by  the  construction 
of  railways  the  value  of  the  land  is  increased, 
which  ennanced  value  goes  in  liquidation  of  the 
indebtedness  of  the  colony  accruing  from  such 
expenditure,  was  a  principle  whidi  all  were 
pretty  well  prepared  to  accept.  But  there  were 
other  questions  to  consider.  There  was  the  ques- 
tion as  to  route,  the  question  as  to  cost,  the  ques- 
tion as  to  gauge,  the  question  as  to  weieht  of 
rail, — the  whole  Question  of  system  would  have 
to  be  raised  in  this  country.  He  was  credibly 
informed  that  we  might  have  constructed  rail- 
ways sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes  at  one- 
third  or  one-half  the  cost  we  haid  incurred.  In 
Colorado  there  were  now  running  railways  fit  to 
carry  the  traffic  of  the  New  Zealand  railways, 
and  these  had  been  constructed  for  one-third  the 
cost  of  the  New  Zealand  railways.  The  profits 
accruing  from  the  traffic  not  only  went  to  main- 
tain the  line,  but  to  improye  it,  if  necessary, 
while  the  finances  of  the  country  were  relieved 
to  a  large  extent  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the 
money  invested  and  the  light  charges  for  interest. 
In  Colorado  they  were  running  railways  over 
mountain-tops.  Perhaps  it  would  be  hardly  fair 
in  a  hilly  country  like  this  to  call  them  moun- 
tains, but  they  were  running  trains  over  hills  like 
the  Bimutaka,  and  the  lines  over  which  such 
trains  were  run  had  been  constructed  for  one- 
third  the  cost  of  the  New  Zealand  railways.  The 
truth  was,  he  submitted,  that  we,  as  Englishmen^ 
had  got  into  a  railway  grooye,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  our  railways  was  yery  much  more  expen- 
siye  than  was  generally  the  caie  in  other  coun- 
tries. If  such  was  the  case,  and  if  the  facts  he 
had  stated  were  correct,  it  appeared  to  hinri  that 
the  true  interests  of  the  country  could  not  in  any 
degree  suffer  if  in  this  case  there  was  a  delay  of 
twelye  mouths.  There  was  no  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  construction  :  there  was  no  known  quan- 
tity in  the  problem,  except  that  of  the  existence 
of  the  land.  If  that  were  so — if  the  cost  of  con- 
struction and  all  other  necessary   information 
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remained  in  the  position  of  unknown  qaantfties — 
there  could  be  no  reason  whatever  for  any  hurry 
over  the  construction  of  this  line.  He  wished  it 
to  be  clearly  understood  that  he  did  not  take  any 
specific  exception  to  the  principles  set  forth  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced  the 
measure,  but  he  did  take  exception  to  any  un- 
necessary haste,  and  on  that  ground  ho  trusted 
that  the  Council  would  see  fit  to  give  all  parties 
further  time  and  further  opportunity  for  con- 
sidering this  large  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  lioped  the  Council 
would  agree  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  BucJdey,  for  he  was  quite  sure,  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  appointed  aud  inquiries  made  into 
the  proposals  contained  in  the  Bill,  that  their 
report  would  satisfy  the  Council  that  there  were 
ample  reasons  for  the  passing  of  this  measure. 
This  was  really  the  first  attempt  to  open  the  great 
interior  of  Otago — at  any  rate  to  open  up  what 
might  be  called  the  great  central  part  of  Otago ; 
and  when  the  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny  spoke  of  this 
measure  as  one  which  only  affected  a  district  or 
locality  he  rendered  himself  amenable  to  the 
fharge  of  never  having  looked  at  a  map  or  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  country  it  was  pro- 
posed to  open  up.  He  ventured  to  say  there  was 
no  part  of  New  Zealand — and  honorable  gentle- 
men could  not  accuse  him  of  having  held  up  tlie 
resources  of  Otago  as  superior  to  those  of  other 
parts  of  the  colony — which  afforded  such  great 
promise  of  development  as  central  Otago.  The 
country  through  which  this  railway  would  pass 
must  progress  to  an  extent  which  could  not  now 
be  anticipated.  The  railway,  if  constructed,  would 
open  up  a  district  containing  nearly  two  million 
acres  of  land — at  any  rate,  one  million  and 
three-quarters — and  a  very  considerable  propor- 
tion of  that  was  agricultural  land  of  good  value. 
It  would  tap  the  Lake  District,  a  district  as  yet 
comparatiTely  imknown,  for  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  line  would  not  stop  at  Cromwell, 
but  would  go  on  and  tap  the  Lake  country.  The 
Hon.  Colonel  Kenny,  before  he  spoke  as  he  had 
done  of  a  measure  like  that  before  the  Council, 
ought  to  take  a  trip  through  the  country,  and  see 
what  it  was  he  talked  about. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  must  have  been 
misunderstood.  He  had  not  spoken  of  the  rail- 
way in  a  contemptuous  sense,  but  bad  merely 
alluded  to  it  as  being  not  a  national  scheme,  but 
a  local  scheme. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  was  the 
reason  he  was  taking  exception  to  what  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  said.  What  did  the  honor- 
able gentleman  mean  by  a  national  scheme,  if  a 
lUstrict  which  possessed  such  valuable  land  as 
central  Otago  was  not  to  be  opened  up  in  this  man- 
ner? You  might  as  well  say  that  New  Zealand 
was  a  locality.  It  must  be  obvious,  provided  the 
advantages  it  was  hoped  to  derive  by  the  con- 
struction of  this  railwav  were  obtained,  that  the 
colony  as  a  whole  would  benefit  thereby.  The 
colony  must  enormously  benefit  by  the  develop- 
ment of  such  great  resources  as  were  known  to 
exist  in  central  Otago.  He  had  always  had  great 
respect  for  the  honorable  gentleman's  opinions, 
because  he  knew  they  were  genuine  and  real,  and 
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expressed  exactly  what  he  felt ;  but  if  the  honor- 
gentleman's  poUcy  was  to  be  accepted  it  would 
simply  mean  stagnation  —  New  Zealand  would 
never  progress.  Had  the  honorable  gentleman 
ever  been  in  those  parts  of  the  country  which 
had  been  already  opened  up  by  the  railways? 
He  (Mr.  Miller)  could  show  the  honorable  gentle- 
man country  which  ten  years  ago  it  was  never 
dreamed  would  be  put  under  the  pbugh  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  present  generation,  but  npon 
which  there  now  stood  the  waving  com.  He 
alluded  to  the  Maerewhenua  country,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Oamaru.  He  was  up  there  a  couple 
of  years  since  for  the  first  time  for  many  years, 
and  he  rode  through  2,000  acres  of  com  as  high 
as  his  horse's  head.  The  quantity  of  grain  ex- 
ported from  that  district  now  was  enormoua. 
The  Council  should  not  continue  to  harp  upon 
the  question  of  the  expense  of  doing  this  and 
that  if  the  work  were  necessary.  He  wa«  quite 
sure,  BO  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  judge,  that 
the  Committee  in  another  place  were  quite 
right  in  accepting  the  report  of  the  engineer  as 
to  this  line  being  the  best.  He  believed  the 
engineer  to  be  strictly  accurate  in  stating  that 
this  was  the  best  line  to  open  up  the  central  part 
of  Otago,  although,  as  a  resident  of  the  nortnem 
part  of  Ot-ago,  he  should  not  express  this  opinion 
so  freely  if  he  consulted  the  wishes  of  the  persons 
residing  in  the  Oamaru  District,  because,  as  was 
well  known,  they  had  been  extremely  anxious  to 
get  another  line  which  ran  from  the  valley  of  the 
Waitaki  over  the  Maerewhenua  Pass.  He  did 
not  think  they  were  right.  He  thought,  looking 
at  the  interests  of  the  country,  this  was  the  pro- 
per line  to  make ;  and  he  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt,  if  this  line  were  made,  whoever  of  them 
were  spared  would  live  to  see  the  day  when  it 
would  be  admitted  that  the  wisest  thing  possible 
had  been  done  in  passing  this  Bill.  It  had  been 
said,  with  perfect  truth,  that,  after  all,  the  whole 
argument  hinges  upon  this :  the  great  increase  in 
value  to  the  land  in  the  district  after  the  line  had 
been  constructed.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
additional  value  would  be  represented  by  7b.  6d. 
to  lOs.  per  acre.  What  did  that  mean  when 
they  came  to  the  figures?  There  were  nearl/ 
2,000,000  acres  of  land ;  500,000  acres  were  to  be 
reserved.  That  left  over  1,200,000  acres,  which, 
calculated  at  7s.  6d.  per  acre,  would  return  an 
amount  very  nearly  equal  to  the  estimated  ooet 
of  the  line.  That  was  the  principal  argument 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,'  because,  if  they  could 
arrive  at  the  certainty  that  they  would  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  land  to  that  extent,  thej 
would  be  running  no  risk  in  making  the  line; 
and  all  the  arguments  so  often  brought  up  in 
the  Council  about  taking  away  the  assets  of  the 
colony  from  the  public  creditor  must  be  looked 
upon  as  simply  moonshine.  H  we  could  in- 
crease the  productive  power  of  the  country,  vre 
need  look  no  further:  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion about  that.  The  case  of  the  Maerewhenua 
country  was  a  case  in  point,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  there  were  plenty  of  instances  in  Canter- 
bury to  which  honorable  gentlemen  could  allude 
equally  in  point  as  showing  the  importance  mnd 
value  of  looking  at  this  matter  in  a  &ir  mnd 
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Hbenl  light.  Thej  ought  not  to  adopt  what  he 
might  term  the  narrow  yiew  which  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Kenny  sometimes  seemed  to  take  upon 
these  roattem.  He  had  no  douht  that  the 
Council  would  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the  Hon. 
Kr.  Buckle;f,  and  therefore  it  would  be  unneces- 
sarj  for  him  to  make  anj  further  remarks  re* 
ipcwting  the  Bill.  He  might  say  that  he  was 
at  first  Terf  much  staggered  when  he  looked 
into  the  details  of  the  Bill;  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  there  was  such  a  general  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  promoters  of  this  measure  that 
the  details  should  be  set  right,  and  that  the 
CKiTemment  should  have  the  whole  control  over 
the  matter,  that  there  was  no  need  for  him  to 
refer  fiuther  to  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  had 
asked  why  the  Goremment  had  not  taken  the 
oonstruction  of  those  railways  in  hand.  Well, 
he  took  it  that  the  Qoyeminent's  hands  were  so 
foil  that  they  had  not  had  time  to  attend  to  these 
matters.  He  thought  it  told  well  for  the  energy, 
mdustry,  and  enterprise  of  the  people  when  such 
a  measure  as  this  proceeded  directly  from  the 
people,  supported  as  it  was  by  arguments  which, 
to  his  mind,  were  quite  conclusiye. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRAS£B  said  he  intended 
to  support  the  Bill.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  had 
said  it  would  be  better  to  postpone  the  Bill  for 
IwelTo  months,  but  he  (Captain  Fraser)  held  that 
a  great  injustice  would  be  done  if  that  course  were 
taken.  Ihis  was  a  scheme  to  make  a  railway, 
and  not  to  deal  with  the  land  until  the  railway 
was  made.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  Crown 
lands  had  been  suryeyed,  and  he  regretted  to  say 
that  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Otago  seemed 
determined  to  get  rid  of  all  the  Crown  lands 
in  that  proyincial  district  on  the  system  of  de- 
ferred payments.  If  this  Bill  were  postponed, 
a  great  deal  of  the  waste  lands  in  Otngo  would 
be  disposed  of  before  the  railway  was  made,  and 
tiierefore  he  hoped  his  honorable  friend  would  not 
insist  on  baring  the  Bill  postponed.  He  himself 
had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country.  All 
the  land  between  the  beginning  and  ending  points 
of  the  .proposed  railway  was  Crown  land,  with 
&e  exception  of  a  few  thousand  acres :  in  fact, 
nearly  all  the  land  between  Clyde  and  Strath 
T^aieri  was  Crown  land.  There  were  no  engin- 
eering difficulties  whateyer  to  be  encountered, 
tiiOQgh  perhaps  the  making  of  the  line  through 
the  Taieri  Gt>rge  would  add  a  little  to  the 
expense.  The  railway  would  run  near  to  the 
Town  of  Naseby,  which  stood  at  an  eleyation  of 
1,600  feet  abore  the  leyel  of  the  sea,  and  near 
that  town  he  had  seen  as  fine  crops  of  potatoes 
md  oats  as  could  be  seen  in  any  part  of  New 
Zealand.  The  whole  of  the  land  up  to  the 
Maniototo  Plain  was  of  good  quality.  That  plain 
was  bounded  on  two  sides  by  high  and  well- 
grassed  hills,  and  on  one  side  of  it  there  were  a 
hike  and  a  riyer,  and  the  land  in  that  locality  was 
as  good  as  any  which  coiQd  be  found  in  any  part 
of  the  oolony.  On  the  north-west  side  it  was 
bounded  by  a  low  range  of  sedimentary  hills, 
eontaining  gold  throughout.  The  Goyemment 
had  made  a  large  water-race,  and  had  been  at 
mat  expense  in  making  a  sludge  channel ;  and  the 
&riiier¥  settled  in  Mamiototo  would  always  find 


a  good  market  for  their  produce  in  the  Town  of 
Naseby.  Much  of  the  country  between  Maniototo 
and  Manuhcrikia  might,  he  thought,  be  put  under 
crop.  At  Clyde  the  grape  and  the  almond  tree 
grew  to  perfection,  and  fruit  of  all  kinds  would 
thriye ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  district  would 
in  time  be  called  upon  to  supply  Dunedin  and 
other  parts  of  Otago  with  fruit.  It  would  be  a 
great  mistake  if  the  railway  stopped  at  Clyde ;  it 
should  go  on  to  Cromwell  at  once.  There  were 
no  engineering  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  Crom- 
well should  certainly  be  the  entrep6t.  There 
were  about  800,000  acres  of  good  land  in  this 
district,  a  great  part  of  which  might  be  put 
under  cultiyation.  He  knew  the  whole  country 
well,  and  he  knew  that  cereals  would  grow  well 
there.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny  had  spoken  of 
this  as  a  purely  local  matter,  but  that  was  a  pecu- 
liar yiew  to  hold,  considering  that  it  affected  the 
whole  of  the  colony.  One-third  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  colony  was  in  Otago,  and,  when  so 
great  a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  were  interested,  it  could  not  be  called  a 
local  matter,  for  it  was  in  reality  a  national  one. 
This  line  would  open  up  a  yast  extent  of  country 
hejond  Cromwell,  and  would  run  through  fine 
agricultural  and  pastoral  lands,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  day  would  come  when  the  colony 
would  be  dependent  for  much  of  its  wheat  on 
the  district  referped  to.  He  trusted  that  there 
would  be  no  opposition  to  the  Bill,  as  it  was  one 
which  would  do  a  great  deal  for  the  interests  of 
Otago  and  other  provinces  also. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  agreed  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  moyed  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  that  the  land  reyenue  could  not  be 
more  legitimately  applied  than  to  the  construe- 
tien  of  works  of  a  useful  character,  such  as  rail-! 
ways,  harbour  works,  &c.  Such  works  always* 
paid,  because  they  lessened  the  cost  to  the  com- 
munity of  transit,  shipment,  and  so  forth.  In 
many  parts  of  the  country  it  had  been  found  to 
be  much  less  expensiye  to  form  railways  than  to 
form  ^ood  roads,  owing  to  the  absence  of  proper 
materials  for  forming  roads.  Those  who  haid  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  forming  of  railways  some 
twelye  or  fifteen  years  ago,  when  railways  were 
first  begun  in  this  colony,  knew  yery  well  that  the 
expense  of  forming  those  railways  was  yery  much 
greater  than  it  was  at  present.  In  those  days 
there  were  yery  few  engineers  in  the  colony,  and 
comparatiyely  f ew  contractors.  The  price  of  iron 
was  high,  and  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  supplies 
of  materia),  owing  to  the  fact  that  communi- 
cation with  England  was  much  less  frequent  than 
at  present.  There  was  no  doubt,  howeyer,  apart 
from  that,  that  the  price  which  had  been  paid 
for  the  construction  of  railways  was  yery  much 
higher  than  it  ought  to  haye  been.  The  Hon. 
Dr.  Grace  had  compared  the  cost  of  the  railways 
in  New  Zealand  with  the  cost  of  railways  in 
Colorado,  and  that  honorable  gentleman  had 
obseryed  that  railways  constructed  on  the  prin- 
ciple proposed  in  this  Bill,  as  they  were  in  Colo- 
rado, could  be  more  cheaply  made.  He  (Mr. 
Menzies)  did  not  see  that  at  all.  He  apprehended 
that  the  rate  of  wages  and  the  cost  of  material 
I  had  much  more  to  do  with  the  cost  of  the  rail- 
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wajB  than  the  mere  principle  on  which  thej  were 
constructed.  He  could  not  see  why  a  railwaj 
constructed  on  this  principle  could  be  made  at 
a  less  cost  than  those  constructed  on  any  other 
principle.  He  did  not  think  it  made  much 
difference  whether  the  railways  were  constructed 
with  borrowed  money  or  whether  land  was  given 
for  the  construction  of  them.  The  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  told  the  Oouncil  that  a 
railway  constructed  on  this  principle  inyolyed  no 
burden  on  the  colony.  Did  it  cost  the  colony 
one  whit  less  whether  the  railways  were  paid  for 
by  borrowed  money  or  in  land  ?  The  cost  to  the 
colony  would  not  be  one  penny  less  if  land  were 
given  for  the  making  of  the  railways. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  explained 
that  what  he  had  said  was,  that  the  land  would 
be  increased  in  Talue  if  this  railway  were  con- 
structed, and  that  the  increment  in  ralue  would 
pay  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  the  railway. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MSNZIES  had  misunderstood 
the  honorable  gentleman.  He  accepted  the 
honorable  gentleman's  explanation,  for  it  showed 
that  his  Tiews  were  quite  in  accordance  with  his 
(Mr.  Menzies')  own.  He,  however,  did  not  agree 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  and  some  other 
honorable  members  that  the  land  would  rise  in 
ralue  only  in  consequenoe  qf  the  construction  of 
this  railway.  He  held  that  the  land  would  rise 
in  yalue  whether  the  railway  was  made  or  not. 
Land  in  this  colony  was  bound  to  rise  in  value 
very  quickly.  They  all  knew  instances  in  which, 
in  comparatively  recently  settled  districts  in 
the  South,  where  the  land  was  of  good  quality, 
the  value  had  risen  in  five  or  six  years  from 
the  upset  price  of  £1  per  acre  to  £7  per  acre. 
And  in  those  districts  the  agricultural  land  had 
nearly  all  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Crown 
Into  those  of  private  individuals.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  land  must  rise  in  value 
whether  railways  were  made  or  not.  And  so 
would  pastoral  land.  Pastoral  land  was  abun- 
dant at  present.  It  was  true  that  there  was  not 
much  of  it  open  for  sale ;  but  as  it  came  into  the 
market  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  would  be 
eagerly  bou|;lit  up  in  a  very  few  years :  without 
any  connection  with  the  construction  of  railways^ 
that  land  would  increase  in  value  quite  as  much  as 
his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Hall  pointed  out  would 
be  the  increase  in  value  of  the  land  in  this  particu- 
lar district  upon  the  construction  of  the  railway. 
Supposing  this  railway  were  not  constructed  for 
the  next  three  or  four  years,  the  pastoral  land  in 
the  district  was  likely  to  rise  in  value  indepen- 
dently altogether  of  the  railway  construction. 
He  was  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  land  rose  in 
value  where  railways  were  constructed.  In  all 
parts  of  the  country  where  there  was  a  consider-- 
able  tract  of  arable  land  the  experience  of  the 
last  few  years  especially  showed  that  that  land 
rose  very  much  in  value  in  consequence  of  the 
increased  facilities  given  by  the  construction  of 
railways  for  the  transit  ana  export  of  produce  to 
the  shipping  ports.  He  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
tupport  this  Bill ;  indeed,  he  should  be  disposed 
to  vote  against  the  second  reading  to-night ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  would  be  reluctant  to  vote 
against  the  proposed  amendment  to  refer  the  Bill 
Hon,  Mr.  Men%ie9 


to  a  Select  Committee  in  order  to  ascertain  how 
far  the  Committee  could  recommend  the  Council 
to  assent  to  the  proposal.  There  were  some  parts 
of  the  Bill  he  could  assent  to,  but  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  whole  of  the  Bill  for  two  or  three 
reasons.  In  the  first  place,  he  considered  that 
this  was  a  work  which  should  be  done  by  the 
GK>yemment.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— It  is  done 
by  the  Gh)vemment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MEKZIES.— It  was  not  done  bv 
the  Government  according  to  his  (Mr.  Menxies ) 
view  of  the  matter.  The  (Mvemment  had  ah-eady 
undertaken  the  construction  of  railways,  and  it 
should  not  allow  the  power  to  conatruct  main  lines 
to  pass  into  the  hands  of  private  indindoali. 
This  Bill  proposed  to  give  a  trust  consisting  of  a 
number  of  individuals  the  control  of  the  matter 
— the  power  to  accept  contracts  and  see  to  the 
management  of  the  railway.  It  necessarily  m- 
voWed  the  question  of  establishing  an  extensive 
staff,  in  order  to  carry  out  these  works— an  ex- 
tensive engineering  staff  to  nuke  the  necessary 
surveys,  take  the  levels,  and  see  that  the  won 
was  properly  carried  out.  The  Qovemmeot  si- 
ready  possessed  such  a  staff.  The  work  that 
the  Government  had  been  engaged  in  for  a 
number  of  years  past  had  now  drawn  so  near 
to  a  close  that  its  staff  would  by-and-by  have 
much  less  to  do.  The  engineering  staff  would 
no  doubt  require  to  be  reduoed.  For  all  he 
knew,  that  had  already  been  done.  Seeing  thst 
the  work  was  so  far  completed,  the  necessity  for 
continuing  the  strong  engineering  staff  the  Qta- 
vemment  nad  had  for  so  many  years  back  no  loo^ 
existed.  If  the  colony  was  prepared  to  sanction 
the  construction  of  this  work,  the  Government 
should  undertake  it — it  should  undertake  the 
preliminary  work  and  the  superviaing  work,  with- 
out any  additional  expense,  the  present  staff 
being  quit-e  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  do  the  work. 
He  held  that  all  the  leading  lines  of  railway 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Gbvemment,  and 
that  only  branch  lines  of  a  purely  local  character 
should  be  intrusted  to  private  companies.  He 
should  be  disposed  to  object  to  another  Bill,  which 
was  read  a  second  time  the  other  day — the  Dis- 
trict Railways  Bill — on  that  ground,  were  it  not 
that  he  saw  that  the  whole  matter  was  under 
the  control  of  the  Gt>vernment,  which  might  stop 
any  work  which  it  thought  would  in  any  way 
conflict  or  interfere  with  the  linee  it  had  ahesdy 
constructed.  He  thought  that  Bill  might  U 
allowed  to  pass,  with  some  alterations  whidi  were 
absolutely  necessary.  In  this  particular  case  he 
held  that,  while  it  was  judicious  and  wise  to  set 
aside  land  to  the  full  extent  asked  for  in  this  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  line  of  railway 
leading  to  the  interior,  that  was  the  greateft 
length  \o  which  they  ought  to  go  at  present 
They  had  not  sufficient  information  in  detail  to 
justify  them  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  that  this 
line  was  the  best.  Apart  from  that,  the  Ctovern- 
ment  should  undertake  the  necessaiy  suryeys  in 
the  course  of  the  next  year,  during  the  recess, 
and  be  prepared  in  a  future  session  to  give  the 
Council  statistics  regarding  the  line — full  par- 
ticulars luch  as  they  vere  entitled  to  expect 
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before  tbey  were  aiked  to  agree  to  such  a  pro- 
posal. Thej  should  haye  engineering  estimates 
in  detail  submitted  to  tbem,  and  all  other  requi- 
site information,  so  that  they  might  be  in  a 
position  to  determine  whether  this  line  should  be 
constructed  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  QBACE  rose  in  explanation  of 
the  matter  to  which  his  honorable  friend  had 
referred.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  not 
thoroughlj  understood  his  remarks,  and  did  not 
appreciate  tbem.  He  (Dr.  Grace)  had  said  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  depart  from  tlieir  custom 
in  the  direction  of  railway  construction — that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  them  to  learn  to  oon- 
ttmct  cheaper  lines  on  the  principle  of  those  in 
Togue  in  Colorado.  The  small  cost  of  the  con- 
•traction  of  those  linej,  inyoWing  a  very  small 
charge  for  interest  money,  resulted  in  this :  that 
the  luies  were  cheaply  constructed,  that  the  dis- 
trict was  equally  improved  by  the  cheaper  line, 
and  that,  from  the  increased  profit  on  traffic  and 
the  general  improvement  of  the  line,  such  profits 
resulted  as  were  sufficient  to  improve  the  line  in 
proportion  to  the  reouirements  of  the  district. 
fie  submitted  that  tms  was  a  very  important 
consideration  to  this  colony,  and  one  which,  if 
honorable  members  would  inquiro  into  it,  they 
would  find  had  been  justified  by  experience. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  fully  agreed  with 
what  the  Hon.  Dr.  Qrace  had  said.  When  at 
Home  he  visited  the  Festiniog  Eailway,  which 
was  only  a  two-foot  gauge,  and  he  believed  that  if 
they  had  adopted  such  a  system  of  railways  in 
the  interior  of  Otago  they  would  have  effected  a 
■frying  of  £100,000.  The  tunnels  on  that  line  of 
rmilway  were  like  rabbit-boles.  He  believed  that 
his  honorable  friend  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  could 
aupport  what  he  said.  If  a  similar  plan  were 
adopted  in  the  construction  of  the  branch  lines 
of  railway  in  this  colony  a  great  saving  in  the 
expense  would  be  effected  and  a  larger  revenue 
derived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  was  afraid  this  Bill 
had  not  been  well  considered  by  those  who  drafted 
it.  Clause  4  says,  "  The  Government  may  con- 
•tract  and  pay  for  the  same  out  of  proceeds  of 
haada  reserved."  He  understood  the  honorable 
Mntleman  who  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  to  say  it  was  proposed  that  lands  should  be 
reserved  in  order  that  the  Government  mi^ht 
hereafter  benefit  from  the  increased  value  arismg 
from  the  construction  of  railways.  He  wanted 
to  know  how  the  Government  proposed  to  pay 
for  the  work  in  the  meantime,  unless  they  at 
once  sold  the  land  or  borrowed  money.  If  the 
land  was  sold  at  once,  the  railway  might  be 
eonstructed,  but  the  Government  would  not  be 
benefited  by  the  expendituro  of  the  money. 
He  knew  it  was  intended  by  the  honorable 
the  mover  that  the  GK>vernment  should  benefit 
hr  the  increased  valine  of  the  property.  He 
did  not  support  the  Bill  at  all,  and  ne  did  not 
•ee  that  there  had  been  any  good  reasons  ur^ 
why  they  shoald  go  on  with  the  second  reading 
DOW.  lie  t}M>u^t  it  would  be  far  better  for  the 
oountry  if  they  wero  to  finish  all  the  railways 
which  were  in  hand  at  the  present  time.  They 
bad  an  enomumf  expenditure  now  going  oni 


and  there  was  no  likelihood  of  their  having  any 
return  for  it  until  the  lines  wero  complete.  It 
should  be  the  great  aim  of  the  Goyemment, 
before  undertaking  any  other  line  of  railway, 
to  complete  those  they  had  already  in  hand, 
and  so  relieve  the  country  from  the  heavy  bur- 
den under  which  it  at  present  groaned.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  advisable  that  the  country 
should  endeavour  by  all  means  to  part  with  its 
lands.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  hus- 
band some  of  tnose  lands.  As  population  in- 
creased, the  land  would  be  required,  and  it 
would  be  as  well  that  they  should  have  land 
for  the  people  to  go  upon  then,  instead  of  dis- 
posing of  it  in  the  way  proposed.  It  was  just 
as  well  that  some  of  the  lana  should  be  shut  up, 
instead  of  parting  with  it  for  speculative  pur- 
poses. One  objection  he  had  to  thb  Bill  was 
that  he  really  thought  a  measure  of  this  kind 
should  emanate  from  the  Government — they 
should  be  responsible.  What  he  had  intended  to 
propose  before  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  moved  his 
amendment — he  did  not  know  whether  he  should 
be  in  order  in  doing  so — was  that  they  might 
accept  three  clauses  of  this  Bill  at  all  events.  He 
believed  the  immediate  object  of  the  promoters 
would  be  gained,  it  being  that  the  land  should  be 
reserved  from  sale :  if  that  were  done,  he  thought 
they  would  be  satisfied.  As  he  could  not  now 
move  an  amendment,  he  would  throw  out  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  Select  Committee  to  which  the  Bui 
would  be  referred,  that  they  should  consider  a 
re^mmendation  to  the  Government  to  set  apart 
this  reserve  of  400,000  acres,  and  that  the  Minis- 
ter for  Publfo  Works  should,  as  soon  as  possible, 
make  a  detail  survey,  &c.,  and  lay  the  same  with 
all  particulars  before  Parliament  next  session  for 
its  approval  or  otherwise.  It  was  not  expected 
that  the  GK>yemment  would  begin  before  twelve 
months  were  passed,  and  then,  if  they  did  not 
commence  the  work,  some  other  course  should 
be  taken.  He  did  not  disapprove  of  the  setting 
aside  of  land  for  remunerative  purposes.  It  was 
just  as  good  as  borrowing  money.  At  the  same 
time,  in  this  case  the  Government  should  be 
benefited  b^  the  increased  value  of  the  land,  in- 
stead ofpnvate  individuals. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  there 
were  two  points  involved — one  relating  imme- 
diately to  the  Bill  itself,  and  the  other  relating 
to  a  subject  rather  wide  of  the  Bill,  but  which 
was  raised  in  effect  by  the  proposal  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Buckley  to  refer  the  question  generally  to  a 
Select  Committee.  The  promoters  ol  the  Bill  had 
very  good  reason  to  congratulate  themselyes  on 
having  placed  the  measure  in  the  hands  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  because  he  was  sure  there  was 
no  member  representing  the  Otago  District  who 
would  have  presented  the  proposal  in  a  more  at- 
tractive way  than  the  honorable  eentleman  had 
succeeded  in  doing.  Whatever  might  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  debate,  the  honorable  member  had 
done  his  best  to  get  the  Bill  passed;  and  the 
people  of  Otago,  who  were  largely  interested  in 
the  question,  would  have  reason  to  thank  him  for 
the  way  in  which  he  had  introduced  it  to  the 
Council.  However,  his  honorable  friend  had 
gone  into  details  which,  by  rather  ingenioui  quo- 
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tations  from  the  evidence  given  by  him  (Sir  F. 
l)ilIon  Bell)  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
other  House,  made  it  appear  that  he  had  been  a 
strong  advocate  for  the  particular  route  described 
in  the  Bill.  The  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
rightly  understand  the  view  he  took  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  he  would  endeavour  in  a  few  words  to 
show  to  the  Council  why  he  thought  they  ought 
to  pause  before  they  gave  an  immediate  assent 
to  the  proposal,  and  why  there  were  reasons  to 
think  that  the  expectations  which  were  held  out 
might  not  ultimately  be  realized.  Before  he  went 
into  that  matter,  however,  he  would  first  refer 
generally  to  Ihe  construction  of  a  railway  into  the 
interior  of  Otago,  and  he  did  so  especially  in  re* 
gard  to  the  view  which  he  understood  to  be  advo- 
cated by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny.  There  was  a 
vast  tract  of  pastoral  country  in  the  interior  of 
Otago  which  was  at  present  occupied  mainly  by 
a  gold  fields  population,  and  which  was  thought 
by  many  people  to  contain  land  capable  of  grow- 
ing wheat,  and  therefore  of  sustaining  a  large 
population.  The  people  of  that  district  contri- 
Duted  largely  to  the  taxation  of  the  country, 
and  paid  their  full  share  of  the  burdens  that  the 
railway  system  had  imposed  upon  the.  country. 
These  people  said,  "  We  have  a  fine  territory 
which,  we  tell  you,  is  able  to  carry  a  large  addi- 
tional population :  will  you  give  us  neither  a  road 
nor  a  wilway  to  it?  When  the  Legislature 
abolished  the  system  of  provincial  government 
this  question  was  raised  over  and  over  again:  "In 
what  way,  if  you  abolish  the  means  by  which  the 
wants  of  the  outlying  districts  have  hitherto  been 
met,  are  you  going  to  supply  their  place  ?"  On 
the  one  hand,  there  were  a  great  number  of  people 
who  said,  "  If  yon  abolish  the  provincial  system 
Tou  will  have  nothing  to  take  its  place  for  open- 
mg  up  the  country ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  were  quite  as  many  people,  of  whom  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  was  the  chief,  who  said,  "  If  you 
carry  Abolition  you  will  never  hear  the  words 
'roads  and  bridges'  in  the  Parliament  of  New 
Zealand."  But  the  quiet  country  settlers,  who 
grew  their  wheat,  or  oats,  or  wool  in  the  interior, 
and  did  not  spend  their  time  walking  on  the 
pavements  in  towns,  had  all  along  feared  that 
when  the  provincial  system  was  abolished  they 
would  be  met  by  the  greatest  diffictdty  that  had 
yet  existed  in  the  colony  —  namely,  that  while 
the  whole  apparent  resources  of  the  colony  were 
being  pledged  for  making  railways  along  the  coast- 
line, there  would  be  very  little  money  available 
for  extending  colonization  into  the  interior,  and 
fulfilling  that  which  the  Provincial  Q-overnments 
aimed  at — the  settlement  of  the  country.  He 
now  asked  honorable  members  how  they  proposed 
to  answer  the  question  put  by  people  like  those 
who  lived  on  the  Maniototo  Plains.  Were  they 
to  have  nothing  to  enable  them  to  carry  their  pro- 
duce to  the  seaport  ?  Honorable  members  might 
see  on  the  Order  Paper  of  the  other  House  mo- 
tions which  had  been  lying  there  for  weeks  to  the 
effect  that,  as  it  was  patent  to  everybody  that  the 
County  Councils  could  not  make  roads,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  General  Government  to  do  it ;  and 
Parliament  was  asked  to  find  the  money.  What 
was  the  practical  result  of  that?  Why,  nearly 
Bon,  Sir  F.  Dillon  Sell 


£200,000  was  asked  for  upon  the  Supplementarv 
Estimates  merely  for  the  construction  of  roa^ 
this  year.    Did  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  or  the 
present  Colonial  Secretary  propose  to  inform  the 
Council  out  of  what  fund  that  money  was  to  be 
paid  ?    Every  day  on  the  Order  Paper  of  the 
other  House  new  proposals  appeared  for  fresh 
sums  of  money  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
for  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges.    The 
Otago  settlers  in  the  interior,  for  instance,  asked, 
"  How  are  you  going  to  give  us  the  means  of  ac- 
cess to  the  seaboard  P  "    It  was  quite  certain  the 
county  system  could  not  give  it.    There  were  no 
means  by  which  this  great  tract  of  land  could  be 
made  available  for  settlement,  unless  the  colony 
was  prepared  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  money  upon 
it.    It  might  be  pretended  that  that  was  the 
business  of  the  people  concerned,  and  not  the 
business  of  the  Legislature.    But  they  might  de- 
pend upon  it  that  this  was  only  the  beginning  of 
urgent  applications  of  the  same  sort  which  would 
come  from  every  part  of  the  colony,  North  and 
South,  which  they  must  consider  on  some  defi- 
nite and  broad  ground,  and  could  not  hope  to 
put  aside.    The  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  said,  "  There 
are  a  great  many  proposals  of  this  kind  coming 
before  us ;  let  us  refer  them  all  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  let  us  see  how  the  proposals  and  the 
principles  can  be  applied,  and  how  we  can  best 
deal  with  them."    That,  he  thoueht,  was  a  most 
reasonable  course ;  and  he  was  glad,  to  find  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill 
agreed  to  it,  b^ause  in  all  probability,  if  some 
proposal  of  that  sort  had  not  been  agreed  to, 
those  who  were  interested  in  this  Bill  would  have 
seen  it  thrown  out  on  the  second  reading.    But 
his  honorable  friend,  in   the  evidence  he  had 
quoted,  had  not  shown  the  Council  what  the  real 
diflScuIty  was  about  the  Strath  Taieri  line.    The 
Select  Committee  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment had  come  to  the  conclusion  they  did  upon 
the  recommendations  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  District  Engineer,  Mr.  Blair.     But  the  En- 
gineer had  not  had  time  to  make  anything  but  a 
flying  survey,  and  there  were  no  detailed  esti- 
mates to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  cost  of  this 
proposed  line.    Mr.  Blair  said,  "In  condusion, 
if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  take 
steps  towards  constructing  a  railway  into  the  in- 
terior of  Otago,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recom- 
mending the  Strath  Taieri  line  as  emphatically 
the  shortest  and  easiest  route,  that  vrill  in  its 
course  open  up  the  most  good  country  for  settle* 
ment."     But  be  also  said,  '*I  cannot  without  a 
more  detailed  survey  give  anything  like  a  trust- 
worthy estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  railway  from 
Dunedin  to  Cromwell  vid  Strath  Taieri."    Now, 
if  the  Committee  had  thought  it  worth  while  to 
dwell  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr.  James  McKer- 
row,  Assistant  Surveyor-General,  whose  opinions 
on  this  matter  were  the  more  deserving  of  con- 
sideration because  he  was  a  man  of  inflexiUs 
integrity  and  fairness,  whose  attainments  as  a 
surveyor  were  second  to  none  in  the  service,  they 
would  have  seen  that  his  opinion  was  that  there 
would  be  enormous    rock-cuttings    required  to 
secure  the  gradienta  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hsll 
had  said  his  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell's)  eridence  so 
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much  commended.  The  gradients,  if  eo  obtained, 
were  undoubtedlj  better  on  the  Strath  Taieri 
than  on  any  of  the  other  altematiTe  linee,  and 
the  quantity  of  available  agricultural  land  open 
for  settlement  was  Terj  much  greater  on  the 
Strath  Taieri  line;  but  he  feared  that  what  he 
had  told  the  promoters  and  his  honorable  friend 
Mr.  Hall  about  the  cost  would  be  borne  out,  and 
that,  instead  of  £600,000,  more  nearly  £1,000,000 
would  be  required  to  maJce  the  line.  When  the 
promoters  asked  him  to  support  this  measure  he 
told  them  they  had  not  taken  sufficient  means  to 
inform  the  Legislature  about  the  probable  cost, 
and  they  would  find  the  quantity  of  land  which 
they  were  setting  apart  as  a  fund  out  of  which 
that  cost  was  to  be  provided  was  not  enough.  It 
would  be  a  very  serious  thin^  if  it  should  be 
found — not  upon  a  flying  examination  with  levels 
taken  after  a  few  days'  inspection  of  the  country, 
but  upon  those  further  detailed  surveys  which 
alone  oould  justify  the  Qovemment  in  under- 
taking a  work  of  such  magnitude  —  that  the 
quantity  of  land  proposed  to  be  set  apart  was 
^te  inadequate  to  meet  the  probable  cost  of  the 
hne,  and  that  a  considerable  addition  would  be 
necessary  to  supplement  the  original  reserve. 
Now,  the  reference  to  a  Select  Committee  would 
enable  questions  of  this  kind  to  be  investigated. 
They  might  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
oould  not  leave  the  population  of  the  interior  of 
Otago  without  some  means  of  access  to  the  coast, 
and  that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  let  them  have  a 
railway  than  to  make  and  maintain  a  road,  which 
would  otherwise  be  necessary :  but  there  was  a 
point  with  regard  to  which  he  could  not  yet  agree 
with  his  honorable  friend.  It  was  assumed  that 
the  whole  of  this  district  would  grow  wheat 
I»ofitably.  He  had  already  said,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  that  he  regarded  that  as  very  doubt- 
foL  There  was  a  large  quantity  of  aTailable  good 
land  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  railway,  but  it 
had  not  yet  been  conclusively  shown  that  it  was 
capable  of  growing  wheat,  though  it  would  grow 
oats;  and  ho  belieTcd  that  if  the  greater  part 
were  only  capable  of  producing  oats  the  railway 
would  not  be  reproductive :  and  the  Committee 
might  well  take  evidence  on  that  point.  But  the 
most  important  question  remained:  How  could 
it  be  expected  that  the  Council  would  agree  to 
a  proposal  for  making  this  railway,  without 
reference  to  the  numerous  other  proposals  that 
were  before  Parliament  for  making  railways  by 
means  of  large  reserves  of  Crown  mnd  in  Otago 
and  Canterbury,  as  well  as  in  other  provinces? 
It  was  therefore  all  the  more  necessary  to  learn 
to  what  extent  it  was  intended  that  this  principle 
should  be  applied,  and  what  was  the  ultimate 
expenditure  into  which  the  country  might  be  led. 
These  questions  oould  be  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley.  He 
rxl  with  the  principle  upon  which  the  Hon. 
Hall  dwelt  in  movm^  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  but  thought  its  application  and  its 
results  ought  to  be  considered  by  the  Council 
over  a  much  wider  field  of  inquiry.  For  a  long 
time  he  had  been  convinced  that  the  course  they 
had  taken  in  finance  had  ended  in  placing  the 
colony  in  a  position  of  serious  and  immediate 


difficulty,  which  had  been  aggravated  by  the 
changes  made  last  year  in  the  charges  that  for- 
merly existed  upon  the  Land  Fund.  There  was 
nothing  more  true  than  the  doctrine  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  laid  down,  that  it  was  wise  to  make  the 
land  the  means  of  executing  such  public  works 
as  the  one  referred  to  in  this  Bill.  But  that 
principle  was  not  one  to  be  applied  to.  one  par- 
ticular  'district  in  one  particular  province :  it 
was  a  principle  which,  if  adopted  at  all,  must 
be  applicable  over  the  whole  colony.  The  time 
was  come  when  they  would  be  inevitably  obliged 
to  complete  the  abolition  of  the  provincial  sys- 
tem, by  placing  the  whole  resources  of  the  State 
in  one  common  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  that  fund  as  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the 
whole  State  demanded.  How  were  they  to  meet 
demands  daily  increasing  upon  the  Consolidated 
Fund  for  precisely  the  objects  which  his  honor- 
able friend  and  himself  agreed  that  the  Land 
Fund  ought  to  be  specially  applicable  to  ?  Was 
it  right  that  the  House  of  Representatives,  if  it 
ever  got  to  the  Estimates  this  year  at  all,  should 
load  the  Supplementary  Estimates  with  sums  for 
every  sort  of  road  and  bridge,  to  be  charged  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  when  every  one  knew  to 
an  absolute  certainty  that  the  Consolidated  Fund 
could  not  bear  it  ?  What  was  the  use  of  assert- 
ing the  principle  that  such  objects  should  be 
provided  for  out  of  the  Land  Fund,  when  every- 
body knew  that  there  existed  a  large  deficiency 
in  the  Fund,  which  would  have  to  be  made  good 
by  the  taxation  of  the  people  ?  If  a  considera- 
tion of  that  kind  was  worth  thinking  of,  if  they 
could  not,  without  losing  their  own  self-respect, 
give  their  assent  to  Estimates  which  thoy  knew 
could  not  be  paid  for,  the  Council  should  take 
into  consideration  what  it  was  they  had  done 
about  the  charges  placed  on  the  Land  Fund  al- 
ready. If  they  looked  at  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  the  present  year  they  would  see  that  the 
charges  placed  on  the  Land  Fund  for  the  current 
year  amounted  to  about  £650,000.  Therefore, 
to  meet  those  charges,  including  subsidies  under 
the  county  system,  they  had  to  provide  for  raising 
out  of  the  Land  Fund  throughout  the  colony  A 
sum  of  money  not  much  lees  than  £800,000  or 
£900,000  in  every  year.  Now,  although  there 
was  lying  in  the  Treasury  half  a  million  of  money 
from  Canterbury  land  sales,  there  was  very  little 
being  received  from  land  sales  in  other  provinces. 
The  charges  imposed  by  law  on  the  Land  Funds 
of  the  two  Provinces  of  Otago  and  Canterbury 
alone  now  amounted  to  little  less  than  £300,000 
a  year.  Then  this  question  arose :  If  they  as- 
sented to  the  proposals,  made  in  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  to  set  aside  large  tracts  of  land  for 
the  construction  of  various  lines 'of  railway,  how 
would  they  get  money  enough  from  the  Land 
Fund  to  meet  the  charges  already  laid  upon  it  ? 
Let  them  take  the  proposals  which  were  to  be 
found  on  the  Order  Paper  of  the  other  House. 
There  were  200,000  acres  for  a  line  by  Shag 
Valley  into  the  interior  of  Otago  j  there  was  the 
Canterbury  railway  reserve  of  300,000  acres;  a 
proposal  to  lay  aside  250,000  acres  on  the  West 
Coast ;  20,000  acres  in  Nelson ;  land  to  the  value 
of  £50,000   for   the   Tapanui   Bailway;    lastly 
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60,000  acres  for  a  railway  to  Fortrose  and  Eden- 
dale.  Therefore,  if  they  applied  this  principle  of 
reserving  lands  for  railways  to  all  the  provinces, 
they  would  very  soon  deprive  themselves  entirely 
of  the  means  of  meeting  the  larse  charges  which 
they  placed  upon  the  Land  Fund  by  the  Finan- 
cial Arrangements  Act  of  last  year.  At  the 
present  moment  large  advances  were  being  made 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fond  to  carry  on  the 
land  administration  of  r early  all  the  provinces 
except  Canterbury  and  Otago. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— And  Otago  also. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  those 
advances  need  never  have  been  made  in  the  case 
of  Otago,  if  the  pledges  made  in  the  Provincial 
Council  in  Otago,  that  the  railwavs  built  by  the 
province  should  be  paid  for  out  of  sales  of  land 
to  be  made  for  the  purpose,  had  been  fulfilled. 
What  was  the  result?  The  land  was  not  sold, 
and  they  had  a  vast  amount  of  provincial  liabili- 
ties in  Otago  which  the  colony  was  now  called 
upon  to  pay.  The  Consolidated  Fund  was  being 
drained  for  advances  in  aid  of  the  Land  Fund ; 
and,  if  everywhere  they  reserved  the  saleable  land 
at  present  remaining,  where  would  thev  in  future 
obtain  the  money  requisite  to  recoup  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  for  those  advances  P  The  course 
they  were  taking  made  it  absolutely  certain  that 
in  a  short  time  there  would  be  no  money  avail- 
able ;  and  the  inevitable  result  of  reserving  the 
saleable  land  in  Otago  would  be  that  they  would 
be  obliged  to  sell  the  pastoral  lands  to  the  present 
occupants.  Was  that  a  thing  which  they  con- 
sidered it  wise  to  be  driven  to  ?  Was  it  advis- 
able to  pass  new  railway  schemes  in  order  to 
bring  about  that  inevitable  end  P  If  so,  let  them 
do  it  with  their  eyes  open,  and  let  them  realize 
the  ultimate  result  to  which  they  must  come. 
As  to  other  provinces,  and  especially  those  in  the 
North  Island,  what  did  they  propose  to  say  to 
people  in  districts  where  there  was  no  Land 
Fund,  who  were  asking  them  for  railways  and 
roads,  and  for  the  colonization  of  their  coimtry  ? 
Would  it  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  them  to  sav 
that  the  principle  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
was  contending  for  was  a  correct  one,  so  long 
as  it  did  not  apply  to  them?  Did  the  CouncU 
mean,  bv  the  principle,  that  where  there  was 
no  Land  Fund  the  settlers  must  be  taxed, 
while  the  people  who  lived  in  districts  where 
there  was  a  Land  Fund  were  to  have  such 
roads  and  railways  as  they  pleased  P  It  was 
certain  that  they  could  not  meet  the  charges 
upon  the  Land  Fund  if  they  checked  the  supply 
of  land  in  the  market,  and  it  was  just  as  certain 
that  they  could  not  meet  the  charges  upon  the 
Consolidated  Fund  at  all.  But,  if  this  was  un- 
deniably true,  then  it  followed  that,  whether  they 
liked  it  or  not,  they  roust  deal  with  any  new  pro- 
positions for  railways  on  a  basis  totally  differ- 
ent from  that  on  which  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  deal  with  the  schemes  of  the  past.  The  first 
step  was  to  see  whether  they  could  pay  their  way, 
and  the  Select  Committee  now  proposed  would 
have  to  consider  how  far  the  adoption  of  the 
principles  laid  down  by  his  honorable  friend 
would  affect  their  capacity  to  do  it.  He  was  very 
much  mistaken  if  this  would  not  be  found  to  be 
H<m.  Sir  F.  IHU<m  BeU 


the  result :  that  there  was  only  one  way  by  which 
they  could  pay  their  way  at  all,  and  that  was  hr 
unifymg  the  finances  and  treating  the  Consoh- 
dated  and  Land  Funds  as  one  common  revenue, 
out  of  which  they  would  deal  with  every  proposal 
as  it  came  up ;  with  every  due  regard  to  the 
wants  of  particular  districts  certainly,  but  looking 
to  their  liabilities  to  the  public  creditor  and  the 
interests  of  the  whole  colony  first  of  aU. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  confessed  that  he 
had  his  doubts  and  fears  about  this  Bill,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  must  say  that  the  Hon.  Bfr. 
Hall  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  Council  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  brought  the  subject  for- 
ward. Still,  there  were  points  untouched  upon 
which  he  should  have  liked  a  little  more  informa- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman  did  not  allude  to 
the  population  of  the  country  through  which  the 
line  would  pass,  neither  did  he  say  whether  it 
was  an  agricultural  district.  To  his  mind  those 
were  the  two  most  prominent  matters  to  be  taken 
into  account  in  considering  a  proposal  for  the 
construction  of  a  railway.  He  also  felt  rather 
inclined  to  oppose  the  £ill  on  the  ground  that 
the  late  Gk>vemment  on  all  occasions  refused  to 
sanction  the  construction  of  railways  until  the 
completion  of  the  lines  already  in  hand.  That 
was  a  stronff  objection  to  this  measure.  At  the 
same  time,  ne  was  an  advocate  of  progress.  He 
maintained  that  they  ought  to  assist  in  pro* 
moting  the  progress  of  the  country,  and  he 
was  on  that  ground  disposed  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  was  certainl/ 
disappointed  with  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Sv 
F.  Dillon  BelL  It  left  him  in  doubt  as  to  which 
way  the  honorable  gentleman  was  going  to  vote. 
As  that  honorable  member  was  a  resident  of  the 
district  he  should  have  thrown  sufilcient  light 
upon  the  matter  to  remove  all  doubt  from  the 
minds  of  honorable  members ;  but  those  doubts 
were  increased,  instead  of  being  removed.  As  he 
had  stated,  his  (Colonel  Brett's)  only  ol>jeotion 
to  the  Bill  was  that  he  thought  the  Hues  alreadj 
commenced  should  be  finished  before  these  pro- 
posals were*  entertained.  Besides,  they  had  to 
consider  what  their  means  were.  Had  they  the 
means  P  It  was  true  they  had  the  land,  and  land 
was  money.  There  was  no  doubt  about  that.  He 
would  reserve  his  vote  untU  the  report  of  the 
Committee  was  brought  up.  The  Committee 
was  well  selected,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  it . 
would  carefully  consider  the  matter  before  ar> 
riving  at  a  decision. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  answer  to  the  re» 
marks  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett,  said  the 
population  of  the  district  to  which  the  railway 
would  run  was  considerable,  and  it  would  bring 
the  centres  of  population  on  the  Otago  Gold 
Fields  into  improved  communication  with  Dun- 
edin.  The  population  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  part  of  the  proposed  line  which  was 
near  Dunedin  was  small  at  present,  for  the 
reason  that  the  land  had  not  yet  been  thrown 
open  for  sale  or  settlement ;  but  the  line  would 
run  through  a  large  amount  of  good  agricultural 
land,  and  that  land,  when  it  was  thrown  open 
for  settlement,  would  cany  a  large  population,  a 
population  which,  if  the  railway  was  made,  would 
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form  a  thriying  oommaTiitj,  and  would  add  largely 
to  the  wealUi  and  prosperitj  of  the  colonj.     He 
would  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  what  had 
fdlen  from  other  honorable  members.     The  only 
remarks  he  liad  to  complain  of  were  those  made 
by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny.    He  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  Hall) 
was  not  justified  in  claiming  to  be  disinterested  in 
this  matter,  and  that  he  was  supporting  the  Bill 
because  a  Canterbury  Bill  of  a  siiuiiar  nature  was 
about  to  follow.    He  did  not  think  those  remarks 
found  an  echo  in  the  breasts  of  many  honorable 
members  in  the  Council.     He  could   appeal  to 
honorable  members  to  say  whether  on  former  oc- 
casions he  had  not  always  adrocatrd  the  principle 
upon  which  this  Bill  was  based — that  in  its  lands 
the  colony  had  a  source  of  revenue  which  should 
be  jnade  to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  constructing 
large  public  works  and  harbours.     He  supported 
the  RirertoD^and  Wanganui  Harbour  Bills  when 
tbej  were  brought  before  the  Council,  and  when 
there  was  no  question  of  any  similar  Bill  affect- 
ing his  part  of  the  colony  being  introduced.     He 
could  only  lay  that  his  honorable  friend,  in  im- 
puting such  motiyes,  did  great  injustice  to  him, 
but  sull  greater  injustice  to  himself.    The  honor- 
able gentleman  stated  that  this  was  a  purely  local 
matter,  and  yet,  almost  in  the  next  breath,  he 
went  on  to  say  that  the  Bill  was  to  be  followed 
up  by  other  similar  measures,  and  that  the  policy 
that  ought  to  be  pursued  was  a  i\ational  policy. 
If  this  Bill  would  develop  the  resources  of  one 
portion  of  the  colony,  and  if  other  simihir  Bills 
would  develop  the  resources  of  other  parts  of  the 
colony,  did  not  that  constitute- a  national  policy? 
Was  not  that  developing  the  resources  of  the 
Tarioos  parts  of  the  colony  P    It  seemed  to  him 
that  that  was  truly  a  national  policy,  and  he  said 
most  positively  that  he  wishecf  for  no  other.     It 
was  alao  ar^ed  that  they  were  doing  an  injustice 
to  the  pubho  creditor ;  that  the  Crown  limds  of 
the  colony  would  be  swallowed  up  by  making  rail- 
ways out  of  the  ]9ublic  estate.    He  had  already 
pointed  out  that  in  this  particular  district  they 
were  proposing  to  take  only  400,000  acres  out 
of  an  available  area  of  6,000,000  acres ;  and  he 
would  aak  the  Council  whether  the  increased 
▼aloe  which  would   be  given  to  the  remaining 
lands  of  the  district  would  not  in  itself  be  far 
greater  than  the  cost  of  the  railway.    But,  as  a 
matter  of  assets,  the  honorable  gentlemen  spoke 
as  if  they  were  going  to  take  the  proceeds  of  that 
land   and  throw  it  into  the  seu,  whereby  thev 
would  be  so  much  the  poorer.    What  wonlrl,  in 
reality,  be  the  position  of  the  matter?    If  they 
spent  £600,000  or  £800,000  on  this  work,  if  it 
was   spent   wisely  and    well   the   railway   itself 
would  be  an  aa4et  for  themselves  and  for  the 
public  creditor.    In  fact  they  would  be  much  the 
rielier,  because  not  only  had  they  the  increased 
▼aloe  of  the  land,  but  they  had  the  railway,  wliich 
ought  to  produce  a  very  considerable  revenue.    It 
would  not  only  pay  it»elf,  but  it  would  help,  as 
all  these  branch  railways  would,  to  make  tlie 
other  railways  pay.    It  would  be  a  very  important 
feeder  to  the  main  lines  which  were  already  in 
the  course  of  construction,  if  not  already  com- 
pleted, and  it  might  in  some  cases  make  all  the 
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difference  between  those  lines  being  worked  at  a 
profit  or  at  a  loss.  He  felt,  with  regard  to  this 
point,  that  the  more  they  discussed  the  matter, 
the  better  the  principle  for  which  he  contended 
would  be  understood.  Therefore  he  did  not 
complain  of  the  argument  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. The  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  stated, — and  the  re- 
mark was  repeated  by  several  other  honorable 
members^ — that  this  was  a  Bill  which  should 
emanate  from  the  Government  of  the  day.  He 
was  not  at  all  prepared  to  dispute  that.  No 
doubt  this  was  a  Bill  which  should,  imder  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  come  to  the  Council  recom- 
mended by  the  Government ;  but  he  would  point 
out  that  it  was  actually  recommended  by  the 
Government.  The  Colonial  Secretary  showed 
that  the  Government  had  given  the  matter 
considerable  attention,  and  that  the  Bill  was  re- 
commended by  the  QoTemment.  Still,  he  was 
willing  to  allow  that  it  would  have 'been  better 
if  this  line  had  formed  part  of  the  scheme  of 
the  Government.  They  all  knew,  however,  that 
the  Government  had,  owine  to  press  of  time, 
not  been  able  to  address  themselves  to  a  full 
consideration  of  this  subject,  and  the  question 
arose  whether,  if  a  private  member  showed  that 
the  construction  of  a  particular  railway  would 
assist  to  develop  the  resources  of  an  important 
part  of  the  colony,  the  Council  should  recuse  to 
consider  the  matter.  He  thought,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  reject 
the  Bill  on  that  account.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 
otyected  to  his  argument  that  one  great  benefit 
from  this  line  was  that  it  would  increase  the  valuo 
of  the  land  throush  which  the  railway  would 
run.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  it  was  well 
known  that  the  land  would  increase  in  value 
even  where  there  was  no  railway — that  the  lapse 
of  time  and  the  growth  of  settlement  would 
give  it  an  enhanced  value ;  but  surely  their  ex- 
perience told  them  that  a  railway  would  double 
and  even  quadruple  the  value  of  the  land.  He 
did  not  deny  that  land  did  increase  in  value 
without  a  railway  ;  but  it  was  indisputable  that  ' 
the  increase  would  be  fiur  greater  where  there 
was  a  railway.  The  honorable  gentleman  also 
said  that  the  Bill  gave  too  much  power  to 
the  trust  that  was  to  be  constituted;  but  he 
(Mr.  Hall)  had  already  said  that  he  was  willing 
to  withdraw  that  part  of  the  Bill.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Peacock  remarked  that  they  ought  to  hus- 
band the  land — that  they  were  parting  with  it 
too  freely ;  and  he  was  supported  in  that  view  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley :  but  that  argument  had 
come  rather  unfortunately  from  two  gentlemen 
from  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  where  the  land 
was  actually  bemg  sold  as  quickly  as  they  could 
get  people  to  buy  it.  It  might  be  the  case  in 
Canterbury  that  the  Crown  Innds  were  being  got 
rid  of  too  rapidly,  but  he  did  not  think  that  could 
be  said  of  Otago,  where  the  land  hud  been  too 
much  held  back.  He  knew  for  a  fact  that  some 
of  the  large  purchases  that  had  been  made  in 
Canterbury  had  been  made  by  settlers  who  came 
from  Otago,  because  they  could  not  obtain  land 
there.  The  same  remark  would  apply  to  South- 
land, where  the  system  of  free  selection  pre- 
vailed. ^  His  honorable  friend  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell 
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said,  substantially,  that  the  application  of  the 
Land  Fund  to  the  development  of  the  waste  lands 
should  not  be  confined  to  one  part  of  the  colonj. 
Ho  quite  agreed  with  that.  He  did  not  think 
anything  had  ever  fallen  from  him  which  would 
imply  the  contrary  opinion.  He  would  be  glad 
to  support  a  proposal  of  the  kind  coming  from 
any  part  of  the  colony,  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
it  was  a  prudent  proposal  and  likely  to  produce 
a  satisfactory  result.  Then  his  honorable  friend 
said,  "What  are  we  to  do  in  those  portions  of 
the  colony  where  the  waste  lands  have  already 
been  sold,  or  where  there  is  no  land  to  sell? 
He  submitted,  first,  that  a  more  urgent  plea  ex- 
isted for  measures  of  this  kind  where  there  were 
great  quantities  of  Crown  land  unsold.  Those 
were  the  districts  where  this  principle  should  be 
first  applied :  but  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
lands  already  sold  should  go  without  railway  com- 
munication. We  had  entered  into  a  scheme  of 
public  works,  and  we  must  go  through  with  it 
prudently  and  carefully,  and  we  could  not  see  one 
part  of  the  country  enjoying  all  the  facilities  of 
railway  communication  which  others  were  obliged 
to  go  without.  It  was  quite  true  that  we  could 
not  in  some  parts  of  the  colony  make  railways 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  land.  There  we  must 
do  it  out  of  loan ;  and  surely  that  was  an  addi- 
tional reason  why  we  should  make  railways  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  land  where  possible,  and  not 
add  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  except  for 
works  in  those  parts  of  the  country  which  were  not 
BO  well  off  in  respect  to  waste  land^  The  colony 
would  need  all  its  credit  to  enable  it  to  make  rail- 
ways where  there  was  no  land  to  sell.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  had  made  some  remarks  upon  the 
general  financial  position  of  the  colony,  and  had 
referred  to  a  necessity,  in  his  opinion,  for  gene- 
ralizing the  Land  Fund.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  time  might  not  be  approach- 
ing when  the  system  established  in  1856  must  be 
reconsidered.  He  was  one  of  the  few  remaining 
of  those  members  who  were  parties  .to  the  in- 
auguration of  that  system,  and  he  thought  it  was 
a  rair  arrangement,  and,  moreover,  that  it  had 
been  productive  of  great  advantage  to  the  colony  ,• 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
deny  that  present  circumstances  necessitated  some 
further  consideration  of  the  matter.  But  he 
hoped  honorable  members  would  consider  this: 
that,  if  there  was  to  be  a  generalization,  thev 
must  ask  themselves, "  What  is  the  Land  Fund  ?  ' 
In  Otago  the  land  is  sold  at  £1  per  acre,  in  Can- 
terbury at  £2,  in  other  places  at  10s.,  and  in  some 
places  even  as  low  as  Ss.  Could  the  Land  Fund 
be  generalized  to  this  extent :  to  take .  from  the 
people  of  Canterbury  not  only  the  pound  they 
gave  for  the  land,  but  the  other  pound  they  paid 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  it  should  be 
spent  in  making  roads?  That  was  the  reason 
why  £2  was  paid — because  in  Canterbury  they 
thought  it  right  and  wise  to  raise  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  land  sufficient  funds  to  make 
the  land  accessible;  therefore  he  hoped  this  as- 
pect of  the  question  would  be  considered.  There 
must  be  a  consideration  of  the  fact  that  a  larger 
amount  was  paid  in  Canterbury  for  the  same 
article  than  was  paid  in  other  parts  of  the  colony. 
Mon.  Mr.  Sail 


The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.  — Not  the 
same  article. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  was  not  aware  whether 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin  had  that  intimate 
acquaintance  with  any  part  of  the  colony  be- 
sides Auckland  which  would  entitle  him  to  con- 
tradict the  statement  he  (Mr.  Hall)  had  made. 
Did  the  Iionorable  gentleman  know  what  kind  of 
land  was  being  sold  for  £2  an  acre  in  Canter- 
bury? lie  ventured  to  say  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  no  more  idea  of  it  than  he  had  of 
what  the  land  in  the  moon  was  worth.  He  would 
be  quite  surprised  at  some  of  the  land  for  which 
£2  an  acre  was  paid  in  Canterbury :  he  could  not 
have  any  idea  of  the  quality  of  the  land  which 
brought  that  price. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— Yes,  I  have. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  ventured  to  differ  from 
his  honorable  friend,  for  he  was  sure  that  if  he 
did  know  he  would  not  have  made  that  remsrk. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  might  be 
allowed  to  explain  what  he  meant.  The  differ-  ' 
ence  between  the  Canterbury  land  and  land  in 
the  North  Island  was  this :  that  in  Canterburj  a 
person  might  put  his  plough  into  the  ground  im- 
mediately he  purchased  it,  and  in  a  tew  months 
after  have  a  crop  of  wheat,  &c. ;  whereas  land  in 
the  North  Island  was  so  thoroughly  covered  with 
forest,  bush,  and  scrub  that  it  cost  £5  or  £6  an 
acre  to  put  it  into  a  condition  to  obtain  any- 
thing at  all  from  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  thought  his  honorable 
friend  was  labouring  under  a  delusion.  Howerer, 
he  would  not  proceed  to  discuss  the  question  any 
further.  The  only  other  remark  he  wished  to 
make  was  this:  His  honorable  friend  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  referred  to  the  perfunc- 
tory character  of  the  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the 
railway  placed  before  the  Committee.  Although 
he  (Mr.  Hall)  admitted  that  the  surveys  at  pre- 
sent made  were  not  such  as  the  Gk>vemment 
would  be  justified  in  accepting  and  acting  upon, 
still  they  had  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Blair,  an  engi- 
neer of  acknowledged  eminence,  of  the  Survcrfor- 
Qeneral,  of  Mr.  McKerrow,  and  others ;  and  he 
ventured  to  suggest  that  the  Cornncil  could  not 
expect  much  more  definite  opinions  in  the  pre- 
seift  stage  of  this  work.  Although  he  felt  soiry 
that  the  Council  did  not  feel  inchned  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time,  because  he  thought  it  a  good 
measure,  still  he  shoidd  not  object  to  the  Bill 
being  referred  to  the  Select  Committee. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  &Ye  minutes  past 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OP   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesdaif,  IZth  November,  1877. 


Boiler  Biver— Armed  Oonttabalary—Land  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfbaxbb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Fbatbbs. 
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BT7LLER  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  BAIGENT  asked  the  Gh)TemmeDt,  If  thej 
win  make  prorision  for  the  erection  of  a  bridee 
orer  the  Buller  Biyer,  where  it  crosses  the  mam 
line  of  road  from  Nelson  to  Reefton  ?  At  pre- 
sent, owing  to  the  absence  of  a  bridge  over  the 
riTer»  it  was  most  dangerous  to  travel  from 
Kelson  to  Reefton.  It  froqnentlj  happened  that 
it  took  a  week  to  make  the  joumej. 

Mr.  LARNACH  might  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  Govern- 
nent  intended  to  make  inquiries  in  reference  to 
this  matter,  and  would  be  able  to  deal  with  the 
question  in  a  few  days. 

ARMED  CONSTABULARY. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  Defence  Force,  On  what  terms,  as  to  notice 
and  otherwise,  tlie  reductions  in  the  Armed  Con- 
stabolarj  Force  were  made  during  last  recess? 
If  there  was  any  rule  in  force  under  which  notice 
was  given  to  the  persons  who  had  been  dis- 
diar^d  from  the  Armed  Coftstabularj  Force,  he 
would  like  to  know  what  it  was. 

Mr.  SHEEIIAN  said  that  the  members  of 
tha  Armed  Constabulary  Force  had  no  claim  to 
notice  or  to  compensation  in  the  event  of  their 
being  discharged,  but  when  the  force  was  re- 
duced each  officer  received  a  gratuity  equal  to 
four  months'  pay,  and  each  private  got  one 
month's  pay. 

LAND  BILL. 

Iliis  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

danse  98. — Rent  of  nms  in  Canterbury  as- 
sessed on  carrying  capacity. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN  moved,  That,  in  the  words 
"nor  less  than  ninepence  for  every  head  of  sheep," 
the  word  **  ninepence  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view 
to  insert  the  words  **  one  shilling." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  wora  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ; "  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayet         36     - 

Noes         26 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hurstbouse, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 


Atxs. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
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Murray- Aynsley, 

Ormond, 

Reid, 

Richardson, 

Richmond, 

Seymour, 

Sharp, 

Stafford, 

Sutton, 

Tawiti, 

Teschemaker, 

WakeBeld, 

Wason, 

Whitaker, 

Woolcock. 


TelUrt. 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Stevens. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Sbrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Stout. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Clause  110. — Present  holders  may  elect  to  hold 
under  assessment. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  word  "  ninety  " 
be  omitted,  with  the  view  to  insert  the  words 
"  eighty-fire  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  *  ninety '  stand 
part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         86 

Noes         28 


Majority  for 


8 


ATB8. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hurstbouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reid, 


Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Sejmour, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wakefield> 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Teschemaker. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 


NOBB. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Sbrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Thomson. 
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For, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Sir  R.  DouglfiB, 
Mr.  Pox. 
Dr.  Henry, 
Captain  Morrii, 
Mr.  Rowe. 
Tlie  amendment 


Paibs. 

Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  KeUj. 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson. 
consequently  negatived. 


and  the  clause  Tras  agreed  to. 

Clause  112. — Pre-emptiye  rights  to  cease  on 
Ist  May,  1880. 

Mr.  STOUT  mored,  That  the  word  "  eighty  *' 
be  omitted,  with  the  yiew  to  insert  the  words 
"  seventy-nine  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  *  eighty,*  pro- 
posed to  be  omitted,  stand  part  of  the  clauie ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         84 

Noes         19 


Majority  for 


16 


AtB8. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Qisbome, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hurtthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  'Miontgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pyke, 


Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Waiiams, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 

TeUer$. 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Rolleston. 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Diffnan, 
Mr.  Fither, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Ltimsden, 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Beid, 

For. 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Foi, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Rows. 


KOBS. 

Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Slirimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  'J'homson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Travers. 

TeUert. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Stout. 

Paibs. 

Affaintt, 
Mr.  Baliance, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
Iin4  ib#  olauie  was  agr«sd  to. 
Mr,  liioui 


Clause  148. — PubUc  reserves  may  be  limited. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  following  words 
be  inserted :  **  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three 
years." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  inserted  be  there  inserted;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  against 


19 
83 

14 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 


Atxs. 

I  Mr.  BCanders, 
I  Mr.  Montgomery, 
\  Mr.  Murray, 
I  Mr.  Rees, 
'  Mr.  Seaton, 
;  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Tole. 
I  TeUer$. 

Mr.  Stout, 
I  Mr.  Thomson. 

Noes. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitxroy, 
Mr.  Qibbs, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  lAmach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 


Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 
TeUern. 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  REES  moved,  That  progress  be  reported. 

Question  put,  "That  progress  be  reported;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 


Ayes         

Noes         

Minority  against... 


21 
27 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G-.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlua, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Lusk, 


Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Baiif, 
Mr.  Beet. 
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Mr.  Beetham, 
'^.  Bovreu, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitjtroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kenned/, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lnmsden, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Teller9, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Sutton. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  moved,  That  the  follow- 
mg.  new  clause  be  inserted  after  clause  164: 
"From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  no 
person  who  shall  hereafter  purchase  or  acquire 
any  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  in  a  proclaimed 
mining  district,  under  any  law  for  the  time  being 
in  force  regulating  the  sale  or  acquisition  of  such 
lands,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  any  right  or  title 
ta  the  flow  of  any  watercourse  running  through, 
in,  or  upon  snob  lands  which  would  interfere 
with  or  prejudice  the  rieht  of  any  holder  of  a 
miner's  right  or  mining  lease  to  discharge  into 
such  watercourse  any  tailings,  mining  dSbrU,  or 
waste  water  produced  or  tued  in  or  upon  any 
mining  claim  as  aforesaid." 

QuMtion  put,  "  That  the  clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         22 

Noea         21 


Majority  for 


Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  fisher. 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
I>r.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lusk, 


Ayeb. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellert, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Bees. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  BEarper, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  BiohanisoD, 


Mr.  Bolleston, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tescbemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Williams. 
Tellert. 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 


The  motion  vras  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  daoae  read  a  teoond  time. 


Mr.  BEID  moved,  That  progress  be  reported. 
Question  put,  "  That  progress  be  reported  ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  tlie 
following  result : — 

Ayes         23 

Noes         22 


Minority  for 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lunuden, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 


Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Williams. 
TelUre, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Biees, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Murray. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  pro- 
gress was  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to  sit 
again. 

Tl^  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minntet  to 
two  adock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  l^h  November,  1877. 


Second  Readings— Third  RMdinir— RiTerton  Harbour— 
Mokaa  Diatriot— Ohrutoharob  City  BMerres  Bill— 
Thames  Water  Snpplj  Bill— Orown  Redrees  Bill  No.  S 
— Bdooatien  Beserree  Bill— Port  Cbalmert  Compen* 
tation  Bill— Otago  Oirlt*  and  Boys'  High  Schools 
Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Sfsassb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

SECOND  BEADINGS. 
Onehunga  Endowments  Bill,  Canterbury  Birtrs 
Bill. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Public  Beserres  Sales  Bill. 

BIVEBTON  HABBOUB. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NUBSE  asked  the  Hon.  the 

Colonial  Secretary,  If  the  GoTernment  will  detail 

an  engineer  to  confer  with  the  Biyerton  Harbour 

Boaro^  to  inquire  into  and  report  generally  what 
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improTements  are  requisite  to  tarn  the  harbour 
to  the  best  account ;  also  to  draw  up  plans  and 
specifications  for  such  improvements  P  He  had 
been  induced  to  ask  this  question  bj  the  excellent 
advice  he  received  when  the  Riverton  Harbour 
Bill  was  before  the  Council.  Seyeral  honorable 
members  had  been  good  enough  to  suegest  that, 
if  proper  plans  had  been  prepared,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Bluff  Harbour  Bill,  the  Riverton  Harbour 
Bill*wouId  have  had  a  better  chance  of  passing. 
It  was  <|uit6  impossible  for  the  Biverton  Harbour 
Board,  in  the  present  state  of  its  funds,  to  get 
plans  prepared.  The  fees  were  all  expended  in 
payine  the  pilot,  and  thej  could  not  even  keep 
the  miArf  in  order.  All  they  could  do  was  to 
fall  back  upon  the  Government,  and  ask  them  to 
assist  in  preparing  plans. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  that  Mr. 
Blaokett,  the  Marine  Engineer,  was  going  down 
south,  and  he  would  receive  instroctions  to  assist 
the  Harbour  Board,  and  to  report  generally 
upon  what  was  requisite  to  improve  the  harbour. 
With  reference  to  drawing  up  plans  and  specifica- 
tions, the  honorable  gentleman  must  be  aware 
that,  if  it  was  to  be  considered  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  undertake  such  work  for 
all  proposed  harbour  improvements,  which  mieht 
not  afterwards  be  approved  of,  very  considerable 
addition  must  be  made  to  the  alr«b^  large  staff* 
of  the  Public  Works  Department.  With  respect 
to  that  point,  the  Harbour  Board  must  do  as 
other  Harbour  Boards  did,  and  procure  plans  for 
themselTCs. 

MOKAU  DISTBIOT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTBLL,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  had  learned 
from  private  sources  that  such  a  report  as  he 
moved  for  had  been  recently  addressed  to  the 
Government.  He  thought  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  the  Council  if  laid  on  the  t«ble,  in  case  it 
should  contain  any  information  as  to  the  state 
of  the  Native  mind  in  that  district.  He  was 
informed  that  there  was  also  another  interesting 
point  adverted  to  in  the  report  —  namely,  that 
the  coast  at  Mokau  and  the  neighbourhood  was 
subsiding  at  a  remarkably  rapid  rate.  He  was 
anxious,  for  other  than  political  reasons,  to  get 
access  to  such  information  as  the  Government 
might  have  on  that  point. 

Motion  made,  ana  question  proposed,  ''That 
there  be  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  any  report 
recently  received  by  the  Government  relative  to 
the  Mokau  District."— (iSTon.  Mr.  MantelL) 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  said  there 
could  be  no  doubt  such  a  report  would  be  of  great 
interest  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Gt>vemment 
if  it  were  in  existence.  Although  he  had  no 
reason  to  dispute  the  accuracy  of  the  honorable 
gentleman's  information  that  such  a  report  was 
addressed  to  the  Government,  the  result  of  his 
inquiries  was  that  no  such  report  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTBLL  thought  a  little 
further  research  would  enable  the  honorable 
gentleman,  with  the  aid  of  his  colleague,  the 
Minister  for  Native  Affairs,  to  obtain  the  report. 
Of  course,  if  no  such  report  existed,  the  motion 
Son,  Mr,  Nnne 


could  have  no  effect,  but  he  beUeved  that  the 
report  had  not  only  been  sent  to  the  Government, 
but  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  Gbvemroent. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

CHRISTCHURCH  CITY  RESERVES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  vest  in 
the  Corporation  of  Christohurch  certain  portions 
of  land  in  the  city  for  the  management  of  which 
no  sufficient  provision  now  existed,  first  of 
all,  there  were  Cranmer,  Latimer,  and  a  part  of 
Cathedral  Squares.  The  Corporation  had  been 
advised  that  they  had  no  sufficient  power  Cf^er 
those  squares  to  enable  them  to  enclose  and  plant 
them  and  lay  them  out  as  ornamental  gardens. 
One  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  give  them  that 
power.  It  proposed  to  do  much  the  same  with 
reference  to  certain  unoccupied  portions  of  the 
banks  of  the  River  Avon.  At  present  there  were 
strips  of  land  along  the  River  Avon  which,  if 
they  were  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  planted  as  gardens,  would  add  veiy 
much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  people  of  Christ- 
church.  There  were  also  a  variety  of  trimguhdr 
pieces  of  ground  formed  by  the  intersection  of 
various  streets,  which  were  now  merely  vacant 
spaces  under  nobody's  control — they  were  pracli- 
cally  '<  no  man's  land"  The  Bill  proposed  to 
vest  these  portions  of  land  in  the  Corporatioo, 
with  the  right  to  erect  ornamental  builoinffs  on 
them,  to  construct  water-tanks  on  some,  and  uae 
others  for  cab  stands ;  but  they  were  not  to  be 
let,  and  none  of  the  buildings  were  to  be  made  s 
source  of  pecuniary  profit.  The  BHl  also  pro- 
posed to  vest  the  Market-place  of  Christcharcn  in 
the  Corporation.  Although  the  Corporation  now 
exercised  a  certain  authority  over  a  portion  of  it, 
there  was  considerable  doubt  as  to  their  power  to 
do  so  effectually.  The  6th  clause  vested  in  the 
Corporation. one  of  those  strips  of  land  on  the 
river-side  to  which  he  had  alluded  for  the  ptur- 
pose  of  a  fire  brigade  station.  On  part  of  the 
land  the  Corporation  had  already  built  a  fire 
brigade  station,  and,  strictly  speaking,  that  was 
an  encroachment,  but  practically  it  was  not  a 
grievance  to  the  inhabitants.  He  proposed  to 
make  an  addition  to  the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill, 
stating  that  Cranmer,  Latimer,  and  Cathedral 
Squares  were  handed  over  to  the  Corporation, 
subject  to  such  roads  and  streets  as  now  legally 
existed.  He  understood  that  in  the  original  plan 
of  the  City  of  Christohurch  there  were  streets 
laid  off  across  some  of  those  squares.  The  squares 
were  now  fenced  in,  and  the  fencing  had  not  been 
opposed ;  but,  when  it  was  proposed  to  vest  the 
squares  absolutely  in  the  City  Council,  the  resi- 
dents in  the  neighbourhood  objected,  and,  he 
thought,  reasonablv,  that  it  might  be  absolutelv 
stopping  up  the  right  of  road  which  legally  existed. 
He  proposed,  therefore,  to  insert  an  addition  in 
Committee  which  would  save  that  right 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  would  like  to 
know  if  these  reserves  were  Crown  •  granted. 
This  property  was  worth,  he  supposed,  £100,000. 
Last  year,  when  he  proposed  to  give  to  the  Uni- 
versity the  reversion  of  the  Drillshed  Reserve  in 
Dunedin,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  objected.    Woiilcl 
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that  honorable  gentleman  make  any  opposition 
now  to  giTinf;  land  of  the  Talue  of  £100,000  to 
the  Corporation  of  Christchurch  P 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  there  was  a 

reral  objection  to  Bills  of  this  character,  which 
stated  in  Committee  on  the  previous  night. 
That  objection  was,  that  the  habit  had  been,  and 
the  disposition  was  constantly  shown,  to  depriTc 
Uie  Colonia]  GK>Temment  of  eyerj  inch  of  land 
that  it  was  possible  to  take  away  from  it  in  the 
towns  and  townsliips  of  the  colony.  The  conse- 
quence was  that,  wheneyer  the  Government  re- 
quired a  piece  of  land  as  a  site  for  any  necessary 
or  oaefal  purpose,  they  had  to  go  into  the  market 
and  buy  bock,  at  a  largely  enhanced  price,  in  many 
cases,  the  very  land  which  was  unwisely  granted 
in  the  manner  proposed  by  this  Bill.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  objection  was  a  valid  one 
in  this  case,  or  whether  there  remained,  as  he 
hoped  there  did  remain,  a  sufficient  extent  of 
land  in  Christchurch  in  the  possession  of  the 
Crown  to  provide  for  the  public  wants  of  the 
cdony  in  future.  If  that  were  settled  satisfac- 
torily, he  thought  it  was  exceedingly  desirable 
that  land  in  the  position  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  describMl  should  be  enjoyed  and  con- 
trolled by  the  Municipality. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  land  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government  in  Christchurch.  None  of  the  land 
referred  to  in  the  Bill,  excepting  the  squares 
and  Market-place,  was  suitable  for  a  building 
of  any  kind.  These  pieces  of  land  had  been  re- 
served for  the  City  of  Christchurch  for  all  time, 
and  he  imagined  it  was  through  neglect  that  the 
reserves  had  not  been  made  over  before.  In  fact, 
the  Provincial  Council  on  one  or  two  occasions 
oflered  to  give  a  reserve  to  the  City  Council,  but 
wanted  to  make  conditions  for  fencing,  and  so 
forth,  which  the  City  Council  did  not  think  they 
were  in  a  position  to  cany  out  at  the  time.  The 
bulk  of  the  land  referred  to  consisted  of  small 
pieces,  many  of  which  were  now  planted,  and  the 
citixens  of  Christchurch  were  very  anxious  that 
these  places  should  be  reserved,  and  that  no 
buildlnn  should  be  erected  on  them. 

The  Hon.  Major  BICHMOND  would  like  to 
ask  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  if  the  land  de- 
scribed in  the  Third  Schedule  was  the  same  land 
that  was  originally  appropriated  for  a  market- 
plaee. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  all  the  land 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  had  been  vested  in  the 
nmnieipal  body  for  a  long  time.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  was  merely  to  prevent  these  spots,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Market-place,  from  being 
buQt  upon  and  so  destroying  the  appearance  of 
the  city.  Hitherto  they  had  been  preserved  from 
buildings,  but  there  was  recently  a  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  Municipal  Council  to  build  on 
some  of  the  land,  but  the  inhabitants  offered 
great  opposition.  The  whole  of  the  pieces  of  land 
contained  in  the  schedule  had  already  been  made 
over  to  the  municipal  body,  and  tiiis  Bill  was  only 
necessary  to  prevent  the  squares  from  being  dis- 
Bgored  with  ouildings.  He  thought  the  Council 
would  find  that  the  Municipality  were  in  legal 
possession  of  this  property. 


The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  presumed 
that  when  the  Public  Beserves  Bill  came  into 
operation  a  great  many  Bills  of  this«kind  would 
be  unnecessary.  With  regard  to  what  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  said  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of 
reserving  some  places  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment, he  thoueht  that,  if  the  Public  Reserves 
Bill  were  psssed,  they  need  not  fear  the  contin- 
gency which  the  honorable  gentleman  suffffested, 
because  power  would  be  given  to  the  Gh)vem« 
ment  to  reserve  any  lands  which  might  be  re- 
quired for  such  purposes  without  paying  an 
exorbitant  price. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  the  objection  raised 
by  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser  was  based  on  a  mis- 
apprehension. There  was  no  necessity  to  hand 
over  any  of  the  reserves  to  the  Corporation,  as 
they  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Municipality  at 
present.  It  was  only  necessary  to .  give  them 
effectual  possession  and  power  to  manaee  those 
reserves.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  objected  to  re- 
serves being  granted  awapr  which  the  Colonial 
Government  might  require  for  building  pur- 
poses. He  quite  agreed  with  the  honorable 
gentleman,  but  the  objection  did  not  apply  to 
the  present  case,  because  there  was  not  one  of 
those  reserves  on  which  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment would  hare  the  slightest  right  to  build. 
The  Colonial  Government  had  been  very  hberally 
dealt  with  in  Christchurch.  The  Provincial  Go- 
vernment handed  over  to  the  General  GK>yem- 
ment,  for  building  purposes,  land  for  which  they 
paid  £10,000  in  murd  cash.  That  was  an  excess 
of  generosity,  and  he  doubted  whether  it  would 
be  reciprocated. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

THAMES  WATER  SUPPLY  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Representatives  by  one  of  the  mem- 
bers who  represented  the  Thames  District,  and, 
in  compliance  with  a  request  made  to  him,  he 
had  undertaken  to  take  charge  of  it  in  the  Coun- 
cil. Honorable  gentlemen  would  remember  that 
an  Act  was  passed  last  session  by  which  a  Com- 
mittee was  constituted  to  manage  the  water- 
works that  supplied  Grahamstown  and  Shortland, 
the  chief  town  of  the  Thames  Digsings.  That 
Committee  consisted  of  eight  members,  five  of 
whom  were  chosen  by  the  Boroufsh  Council  of 
the  Thames,  and  one  each  by  the  Waiotahi,  Para- 
wai,  and  Eauaeranga  Highway  Boards.  The 
history  of  the  water  supply  which  this  Commit- 
tee was  to  manage  was  this :  The  supply  was  first 
provided,  the  pipes  were  laid,  a  reservoir  was  built, 
and  tho  water  brought  into  the  town  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants  by  the  Provincial  Government.  ■ 
It  was  then  transferred  by  the  Provincial  Gk>- 
vemment  to  the  Thames  District,  and  the  Com- 
mittee which  he  had  just  described  was  con- 
stituted by  the  Act  of  last  year  for  the  purpose 
of  managing  it.  The  Act  gave  to  the  Committee 
certain  borrowing  powers,  as  was  usual  in  such 
cases,  but  they  were  not  of  a  very  extensive 
character,  the  amount  being  £2,000,  and  the 
rate  of  interest  8  per  cent.  It  was  now  found 
that  the  water  supply  provided  by  these  works 
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was  not  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The|^  was  another  water  supplj,  which 
the  liberalitv  of  the  colony  in  the  earlj  days 
of  the  Public  Works  scheme  proTided  for  the 
Thames,  at  a  cost  of  some  £120,000,  by  which 
i/fater  was  also  brought  into  the  town;  but 
that  supply  appeared  to  be  under  the  control 
and  management  of  the  County  Council  of  the 
Thames,  and  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
rivalry,  which  was  not  entirely  of  a  friendly 
character,  between  the  County  Council  and  the 
Borough  Council  of  the  Thames  on  several  matters 
of  local  interest,  amongst  which  was,  unfortu- 
nately, this  question  of  the  water  supply.  The 
Boroueh  Council  were  exceedingly  anxious  to 
hare  their  own  supply,  or  the  means  of  supply- 
ing the  town  by  their  own  machinery,  extended ; 
and  the  obieot  of  this  Bill  was  to  give  them  that 
power.  The  2nd  clause  proposed  to  alter  the 
26th  and  28th  sections  of  the  Act  of  last  year. 
By.  the  first  of  those  sections  the  Committee 
were  authorized  to  borrow  any  sum  not  exceed- 
ing £2,000,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  8 
per  cent.,  and  by  the  other  section  it  was  pro- 
Tided  that  the  money  so  borrowed  should  be 
repayable  within  fiye  years — that  the  loan  should 
not  haTe  a  currency  beyond  that  time.  The 
Committee  had  found  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  them  to  get  the  money  they  required 
upon  the  terms  specified  in  the  Act  of  last  year, 
and  the  proposition  now  was  that,  instead  of  the 
words  "eight,"  "two,"  and  "fire,"  which  re- 
ferred respectirely  to  the  interest  on  the  loan, 
its  amount,  and  its  currency,  the  word  "ten" 
should  be  substituted :  that  was  to  eay,  that  the 
Borough  Council  might  be  authorized  to  pay  10 
per  cent,  for  the  money,  to  increase  the  amount 
to  £10,000,  and  to  make  the  currency  of  the  loan 
ten  years.  The  other  amendment  proposed  to  be 
made  by  the  2nd  clause,  to  erase  certain  words 
in  the  Act  of  last  year  referring  to  the  form  of 
coupon,  was  necessary  inasmuch  as  there  was  no 
such  form.  The  object  of  the  3rd  clause  of  the 
Bill  was  to  place  the  Waterworks  Committee 
in  the  same  position  as  regarded  the  power  of 
taking  land  for  i>ublic  purposes  as  the  Committee 
would  be  in  if  it  were  a  Borough  Council  or  a 
Highway  Board  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Second  Part  of  the  Public  Works  Act.  If  the 
Council  agreed  to  the  powers  proposed  to  be 
given  to  the  Committee  for  enabling  them  to 
obtain  the  means  of  extending  the  waterworks, 
this  power  in  the  Srd  clause  would  also  be  neces- 
sary, because,  under  the  present  circumstancet*, 
they  would  hayo  no  power  to  take  land  or  water 
for  their  requirements  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Second  Part  of  the  Public  Works  Act.  He 
begged  to  move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said  that  this  Bill 
was  only  equalled  in  audacity  by  another  Bill  to 
which  the  same  gentleman's  name  was  attached, 
which  had  been  on  their  Order  Paper  for  a  very 
long  time,  and  which  was  likely  to  remain  there 
until  the  end  of  the  session.  Last  year  they 
passed  a  Thames  Water  Supply  Act,  an  Act  of 
thirty-seven  clauses  and  a  schedule,  and  they 
gave  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  that  measure.  ' 
Hon,  Dr.  Pollen 


Now  this  wretched  thing  was  brought  in  with 
three  clauses,  which  recast  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
vious Act.  The  Assembly  last  year  gave  the 
Thames  Water  Committee  power  to  borrow 
£2,000  at  8  per  cent.,  the  debentures  to  be  re- 
deemed in  five  years  ;  and  now  what  did  this  Bill 
say  ?  That,  instead  of  £2,000,  they  should  have 
the  power  to  borrow  £10,000,  that  the  rate  of 
interest  should  be  increased  from  8  per  cent,  to 
10  per  cent.,  and  the  currency  of  the  loan  ex- 
tenaed  from  five  to  ten  years.  The  whole  Act  of 
last  year  was  recast,  and  the  last  clause  of  this 
Billproposed  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Act.  He  would  endeavour  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  sort  of  thing  altogether,  and  would 
move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  the  only  objec- 
tion he  had  to  this  Bill,  which  he  regardea  as 
a  very  fair  one,  especifdly  as  its  object  was  to 
facilitate  the  supply  of  one  of  the  main  elements 
of  life,  was  in  reference  to  the  percentage. 
Surely  this  body  could  borrow  money  for  leas 
than  10  per  cent.,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
very  high  rate.  All  these  public  bodies  generally 
raised  money  at  6  or  7  per  cent.,  and  certainlj 
at  not  more  than  7  per  cent.  If  it  were  a  fair 
and  honest  transaction,  he  should  think  that  the 
money  could  be  borrowed  for  a  very  much  less 
sum  than  10  per  cent.  He  thought  that  the 
Bill  was  a  fair  one  ;  it  was,  he  presumed,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  water  into  the  town,  and  he 
would  never  oppose  such  a  legitimate  object  as 
that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  it  was 
evident  that  the  town  to  which  this  Bill  re- 
ferred was  not  a  southern  town,  or  else  it  would 
possess  such  endowments  as  would  enable  it  to 
go  into  the  market  and  borrow  money  on  rea- 
sonable terms.  It  was  quite  true  that  the  rate  of 
interest  was  very  high,  but  the  rate  of  interest 
was  generally  regulated  by  the  security  whidi 
could  be  offered.  Now,  it  unfortunately  hap- 
pened with  regard  to  the  Thames  that  it  bad  not 
been  endowed  as  many  other  towns  in  the  colony 
had  been,  and  therefore  the  security  which  it  had 
to  offer  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  obtain 
money  on  such  favourable  terms  as  other  more 
fortunate  towns  obtained.  He  had  been  informed 
by  people  from  the  Thames  that  the  works  were 
very  much  required ;  and  the  terms  specified  in 
the  Bill  were  the  only  terms  upon  which  the 
money  could  be  raised,  unless  the  Thames  people 
applied  to  the  Assembly,  as  had  been  dune  in 
other  cases,  for  a  large  endowment  with  which  to 
go  into  the  money  market  to  borrow.  There  was 
the  case  of  the  Bluff  Harbour,  in  which  an  en- 
dowment of  35,000  acres  was  ftiven,  with  a  right 
to  borrow  £50,000;  and  15,000  acres  wero  ^so 
asked  for  for  the  Riverton  Harbour.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  if  endowments  were  not  asked  for  tliey 
would  not  be  given.  Here  was  a  township  en- 
deavouring to  supply  its  own  wants,  and  willing 
to  pay  a  high  rate  of  interest,  and  yet  its  action 
was  characterized  as  infamous  and  iniquitous. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  he  did  not 
so  characterize  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  thought  tli« 
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bonormble  gentleman  called  the  Bill  a  most  ini- 
quitous one  :  if  he  was  mistaken  he  begged  the 
honorable  gentleman's  pardon.  The  present  pro- 
posal of  the  Thames  people  displayed  a  disposition 
on  their  part  to  help  themselres,  even  although 
thej  bad  to  paj  an  exceptionally  high  rate  of 
interest.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
called  attention  to  the  circumstance  that  there 
were  no  endowments  provided  in  this  Bill,  but  in 
illostrating  his  argument  the  honorable  sentle- 
man  should  have  shown  that  there  were  already 
waterworks  in  the  other  Island,  or  in  anj  part  of 
the  country,  which  had  been  assisted  bj  endow- 
ments. He  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  find  that  this  Bill  was  of  just  that  class 
of  semi-priTate  Bills  in  which  there  were  no  en- 
dowments. He  did  not  paj  much  attention  to 
the  difficulty  about  the  rate  of  interest.  They  had 
already  this  session  passed  one  Bill,  if  not  more, 
in  which  that  rate  of  interest  was  allowed,  and  it 
was  no  use  giving  a  borrowing  power  and  attach- 
ing a  rate  of  interest  which  would  preclude  the 
raising  of  the  money  that  was  wanted.  He  pre- 
samed  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  bad  ascertamed 
that  10  per  cent,  was  the  lowest  rate  at  which 
they  could  get  the  money,  or  that  possibly  they 
would  have  to  pay  as  much  as  that.  It  was  ob- 
Tioiu  that  the  cheaper  they  could  get  the  money 
the  better,  and  they  no  doubt  apprehended  that 
they  might  bare  to  pay  as  much  as  10  per  cent. 
Well,  unless  honorable  members  were  prepared 
to  say  that  a  Bill  for  a  purpose  of  this  kind  was 
to  be  rejected,  and  that  the  people  of  the  Thames 
were  not  to  have  facilities  for  washing  thetn- 
selves,  they  ought  not  to  stick  at  such  a  point  as 
that  of  the  rate  of  interest,  especially  as  the 
people  were  perfectly  willing  to  pay  the  high 
nte  that  seemed  to  be  necessary.  He  shomd 
support  this  Bill  without  reference  to  the  gentle- 
man's name  which  happened  to  be  affixed  to  it — 
a  gentleman  with  whom  he  was  not  at  all  ac- 
quainted. He  did  not  think  that  the  circum- 
stance of  the  name  at  the  head  of  a  Bill  should 
infioence  honorable  members  in  considering  it,  if 
it  were  otherwise  unobjectionable. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL  thought  the 
last  speaker  had  not  done  justice  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williamson.  As  he  under- 
stood the  argument  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  William- 
son used,  it  was  a  fair  and  legitimate  one.  That 
honorable  member  said  that  Southern  members 
were  bringing  forward  Bill  after  Bill  to  grant  large 
endowments  of  land  in  aid  of  such  works ;  but 
that  members  from  the  North  Island  did  not 
do  so,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  had  no 
land  there  to  give.  If  the  Thames  community 
were  lirine  in  a  district  where  there  was  plenty 
of  availabk  Crown  lands  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
where  there  were  people  willing  to  invest  laree 
rams  of  money  in  land,  that  community  would 
not  now  have  to  ask  leave  to  borrow  money  at 
a  high  rate  of  interest  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  water  supply.  He  looked  with  a  great 
deal  of  admiration  at  the  modesty  which  mem- 
bers repreeentinj;  districts  in  the  North  Island 
had  shown  in  this  matter  of  endowments ;  be- 
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cause,  looking  at  the  millions  of  acres  which 
had  been  bought,  or,  he  should  perhaps  say,  pre- 
tended to  be  bought,  out  of  the  moneys  that 
had  been  laid  aside  b^  the  liberality  of  Parlia- 
roent  for  the  acquisition  of  Native  land  in  the 
North  Island,  he  did  not  see  why  the  oppor- 
tunity should  not  be  taken  by  members  represent- 
ing the  interests  of  the  North  to  make  large  en- 
dowments and  reserves  out  of  those  lands,  even 
if  the  acquisition  of  the  Native  title  should  not 
at  the  present  moment  have  placed  any  very 
valuable  land  at  their  disposal.  He  should  have 
been  very  slad  himself  to  have  seen  the  Thames 
District,  which  contained  an  industrious  popula- 
tion, and  which  had  contributed  largely  to  the 
wealth  of  the  colony,  assisted  by  endowments  of 
land  for  municipal  and  for  other  public  purposes, 
which  would  have  enabled  the  people  to  do  a 
great  deal  better  for  themselves  than  they  had 
been  able  to  do  in  the  few  years  they  had  been 
settled  there. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PATERSON  asked  if  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  would  mention  any  Corporation 
in  the  colony  that  had  been  endowed  with  land 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  water  supply. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  had  not  said 
there  had  been  any  such  endowment.  What  he 
had  pointed  out  was  that  the  necessity  for  such 
endowments  had  not  arisen  in  the  rich  com- 
munities of  the  South,  whose  wealth  had  been 
created  by  the  possession  of  a  vast  extent  of  terri- 
tory, a  boon  which  the  people  in  the  North  had 
never  obtained. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  chiefly  rose  to  spoAk  on 
the  general  question  of  endowments.  The  Bill 
itself  was  a  good  Bill.  There  were  several  points 
which  they  would  have  to  consider  in  Committee, 
but  there  had  been  no  arguments  adduced  to 
justify  the  Council  in  refusing  to  read  the  BiU 
a  second  time.  He  wished  to  point  out  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Williamson  that  it  was  not  the  case 
that  all  Municipal  Corporations  in  the  South 
were  richly  endowed.  The  Corporation  of  Christ- 
church  had  no  endowments  wnatever  except  the 
2,000  acres  authorized  to  be  given  to  alt  Cor- 
porations by  the  Act  of  last  session,  and  they 
had  to  rate  themselves  very  highly  indeed  for 
whatever  improvements  they  carried  out.  They 
had  formerly  got  occasional  grants  from  the  Pro- 
vincial Government,  but  that  had  been  the  only 
addition  they  had  received  to  their  own  revenue. 
Neither  was  it  the  case  that  the  Corporations 
in  the  North  Island  were  altogether  without 
endowments.  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  Auckland  possessed  en- 
dowments which  in  the  course  of  time  would  be 
exceedingly  valuable,  and  they  would  be  infinitely 
better  off  than  the  Corporation  of  the  city  to 
which  he  had  referred.  The  Corporation  of 
Wellington  also  had  endowments  which,  in  a 
few  years,  would  make  it  one  of  the  wealthiest 
cities  in  New  Zealand.  Therefore  he  thought  his 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Williamson  was  not  alto- 
gether borne  out  by  facts  in  the  comparison  he 
drew.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  did  not  think  that 
they  could  do  anything  better  calculated  to  be  of 
service  to  a  oommumty  than  to  enable  them  to 
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obtain  an  abimdant  supplj  of  pure  water.  Thej 
ought  by  eyeij  means  in  their  power  to  give 
special  encouragement  to  those  who  were  desirous 
of  making  eyerj  exertion  they  could  in  order  to 
obtain  this  first  necessary  of  life.  All  the  com- 
munity in  this  case  asked  was  to  hare  larger 
borrowing  powers  than  were  given  to  them  in 
the  Act  which  this  Bill  proposed  to  amend.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  honorable  members  would 
act  very  improperly  indeed  if  they  withheld  the 
additional  power  which  the  people  of  the  Thames 
required  in  order  to  obtain  an  abundant  supply 
of  pure  water.  They  knew  very  well,  from  in- 
stances that  had  occurred  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  that  where  the  supply  ran  short  the 
quality  of  the  water  became  inferior,  and  the 
uniform  and  inevitable  residt  of  a  short  supply 
of  water,  of  bad  quality,  was  serious  disease  and 
probably  very  heavy  mortality.  He  wondered 
that  his  honorable  friend  who  had  moved  the 
amendment  had  forgotten  that,  under  exactly 
similar  circumstances,  only  three  years  ago,  he 
applied  for  similar  powers  to  be  given  to  a  com- 
munity in  the  South.  The  honorable  gentleman 
then  moved  in  the  Council  the  second  reading 
of  a  Bill  for  enabling  the  community  of  Cromwell 
(o  construct  waterworks,  and  honorable  gentle- 
men would  doubtless  remember  that  the  neces- 
sity for  supplying  that  community  with  pure 
water  was  proved  by  the  portentous  mortality 
which  occurred  some  time  before  from  typhoid 
fever,  caused  by  the  use  of  impure  water.  His 
honorable  friend  ought  to  have  remembered  that 
case,  and  to  have  considered  that  any  other  com- 
munity, even  though  it  was  in  the  North,  might 
be  under  circumstances  which  rendered  it  quite 
as  necessary  for  them  to  obtain  a  supply  of  pure 
water  as  was  the  case  in  regard  to  Cromwell. 
Nothing  could  have  exceeded  me  necessity  which 
existed  at  that  time  for  a  water  supply  to  Crom- 
well, as  any  one  who  referred  to  the  debates 
would  perceive,  and  the  same  result  would  follow 
as  certainly  as  dinr  followed  night  if  in  any  com- 
munity the  snppbr  of  wuter  became  impure  and 
scanty.  Although  other  districts  had  received 
assistance  in  the  way  of  endowments,  he  did  not 
think  that  it  should  in  any  way  tell  disparagingly 
against  them.  He  would  wiUinglv  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped  the 
result  of  passmg  the  Act  would  be  such  as  to 
enable  the  Thames  community  to  obtain  a  supply 
of  pure  water. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  that,  as  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  was  against  his  amend- 
ment, he  would  beg  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCEXEY  thought  that,  as  this 
seemed  to  be  an  exceptional  case,  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  should  have  given 
them  more  information.  Under  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  the  Thames  Municipality  had 
power  to  provide  themselves  with  waterworks, 
and  he  would  like  to  know  why  the  Municipality 
did  not  do  so.  No  doubt  this  Committee  could 
not  borrow  money  so  advantageously  as  the  Muni- 
cipality. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  his  honorable 
friend  Captain  Fraser  was  not  infrequently  dis- 
J£on.  Mr.  Menziu 


tinguished  by  an  impulsiveness  which  was  qaite 
of  a  youthful  character,  and  he  was  also  dis- 
tinguished by  an  instability  of  opinion  which 
was  not  uncommonly  characteristic  of  such  a  dis- 
position as  that  which  he  had  attributed  to  the 
honorable  gentleman.     He  had  just  pronounoed 
himself  veiy  strongly  against  this  Bill,  and  in  his 
censure  he  included  another  Bill,  using  a  very 
strong  expression  with  regard  to  it,  and  forget- 
ting, apparently,  that  the  very  Bill  which  he  con- 
demned in  such  unmeasured  terms  was  one  of 
which  he  undertook  himself  to  move  the  second 
reading.    He  did  not  know  whether  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  changed  his  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  object  of  the  Bill  or  with  respect 
to  the  promoter  of  the  Bill  (Mr.  Bowe)  since  that 
time.    The  history  of  this  water  supply  he  had 
endeavoured  to  give  in  the  clearest  possible  way. 
Since  the  Thames  City  was  first  founded,  it  grew 
up  with  very  great  rapidity.    The  soil  was  an  old 
sea-beach,  very  porous  and  shellv.     The  water 
supply  for  a  veiy  large  number  of  inhabitants- 
amounting  to  6,000  or  7,000 — was  obtained  from 
wells  sunk  in  this  porous  soil,  and  even  in  those 
wells  the  supply  of  water  in  a  dry  season  wis 
very  uncertain  indeed.     Consequently  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  sickness  and  mortality,  and  a  great 
d^  of  domestic  dbcomfort.    After  that  condi- 
tion of  things  had  continued  for  some  time,  the 
Auckland  Provincial  Government,  in  the  midst  of 
its  poverty — and  it  was  a  work  which  he  alwsjs 
remembered  with  gratitude  to  that  Ghovemment— 
provided  a  water  supply  of  a  very  small  but  per- 
fect character.    They  constructed  a  reservoir  about 
two  or  three  miles  out  of  the  town,  and  from 
that  reservoir  they  laid  pipes  through  the  streets. 
Most  happily  they  did  that,  because  the  next 
summer  was  so  dry  that  but  for  this  supply  the 
town  must  have  been  decimated  by  scarlatina, 
which  broke  out.    This  water  supply  was  the 
property  of  the  Provincial  Government.     The 
persons  who  were  inteiested  in  the  water  supplj 
lived  within  the  limits  of  the  Hiames  Borough 
proper,  within  the  limits  of  the  Parawai  Du- 
trict  Board,  the  Waiotahi  Highway  Board,  and 
the  Kauaeranga  Highway  Bocurd.     It  was  there- 
fore felt  that  it  would  not  be  right  to  give  to 
the  Thames  Municipal  Council  proper,  or  to  anj 
other  of  those  local  bodies,  excliuive  power  uid 
control  over  these  waterworks.     Consequently  ft 
Committee  was  formed,  elected  by  all  the  local 
bodies  who  were  interested  in  the  water  supply* 
and  by  an  Act  that  Committee  cot  the  power 
of  managing  the  waterworks.    The   Committee 
had  no  property  but  the  plant  itself  and  what- 
ever revenue  was  authorized  to  be  raised  by  the 
sale  of  the  water.    It  was  found  that  the  pre- 
sent supply  was  not  sufficient  for  the  vranta  of  the 
district,  and  what  was  now  desired  was  increased 
means  of  extending  the  plant,  and   the  power 
of  taking  land  above  the  present  reservoir,  so  that 
they  might  get  a  larger  head  of  water.     To  do  all 
this  they  found  that  the  sum  of  £2,000  which 
they  were  originally  authorized  to  borrow  was  not 
sufficient,  that  the  time  within  which  they  were 
!  required  to  repay  it  was  too  short,  and  that  the 
,  interest  authorized  to  be  paid  for  the  advance  by 
\  the  Bill  of  last  year  was  not  such  as,  under  tiate 
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oreamstances,  would  induce  capitalistB  to  lend 
money,  there  being  no  security  in  the  way  of 
land.  Under  these  circumslancef,  they  could  not 
be  expected  to  get  money  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  Municipal  Corporation,  or  any  other  body 
having  large  endowmento.  The  Corporation  bad 
the  power  of  raising  funds,  but  the  works  were 
kept  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Borough  Council 
because  there  were  so  many  other  bodies  in- 
terested. It  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to 
do  their  best  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  water,  and 
to  increase  it  as  the  wants  oi  the  community 
increased.  That  was  the  sole  object  of  the  Bill. 
They  found  they  wanted  £10,000.  They  found 
they  could  not  get  the  money  at  8  per  cent.,  and 
when  ther  got  it  it  must  stand  OTcr  for  ten  yean 
instead  of  fire  years.  There  could  be  no  colonial 
liability,  and  the  only  persons  concerned  were 
those  interested  in  the  waterworks. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  rose  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  Mr.  Rowe  asked  him  to 
take  charge  of  the  Gold  Mining  Districts  Bill. 
He  read  the  Bill,  and  he  then  said  he  could  not 
take  charge  of  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  was  then 
aaked  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  he  consented. 
When  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  went  away,  he  said 
to  him  (Caplain  Fraser),  "  You  had  better  rooTe 
the  second  reading."  If  he  did,  he  would  simply 
state  the  contents  of  the  Bill,  because  he  could 
not  ask  the  Council  to  pass  the  second  reading. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CROWN  REDRESS  BILL  No.  2. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  hoped  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  would  assist  him,  as  that  honor- 
able gentleman  had  already  called  attention  to 
the  circumstance  that  great  hardship  occurred 
to  indiridaals  through  their  not  being  able  to  sue 
the  Crown  in  the  event  of  damage  from  railways. 
There  were  other  cases  of  inconvenience  which, 
honorable  gentlemen  were  probably  quite  aware, 
continually  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
finom  the  awkward  state  of  the  law  as  regarded 
aciiona  against  the  Crown.  In  the  Act  of  1871 
there  was  a  reference  to  the  Act  of  Edward  II., 
•o  that  it  was  proposed  to  repeal  what  was  evi- 
dently a  very  old  svstem.  A  case  occurred  not 
rery  long  ago  which  showed  the  great  injustice 
done  to  private  individuals  at  the  present  time. 
A  vesael  named  the  "  Kate  Monaghan,"  with  a 
cargo  of  iron,  was  wrecked ;  the  wreck  was  pur- 
ehMed  by  a  private  individual ;  he  saved  a  quan- 
tity of  iron  from  the  wreck,  and  sold  it  to  the 
Government.  The  Government  refused  to  pay. 
Ahhouffh  he  understood  the  insurance  companies 
would  have  been  quite  willing  to  pay  the  insur- 
ance, the  Gk>vemment  argued  that  tnere  was  no 
salvage  acainst  the  Crown.  That  case  brought 
forward  ULe  monstrous  injustice  of  the  present 
•tate  of  the  law.  As  the  law  now  stood,  no  per- 
•OB  could,  excn>t  by  permission,  sue  the  Crown. 
The  Petition  of  Rights  was  only  a  remnant  of 
burbarous  tiihes,  and,  especiallv  in  a  country 
where  so  much  of  the  business  of  the  country  was 
done  by  the  Government,  it  ought  to  be  aban- 
doned. The  Bill  really  asserted  nothing  else.  If, 
in  Committee,  any  objection  were  raised  on  the 


ground  that  inferior  Courts  should  not  be  in- 
cluded, he  would  be  prepared  to  nve  way,  al- 
though he  supposed  the  same  principle  ought  to 
apply.  There  was  a  proviso  in  clause  8  that  no- 
thing in  the  Act  was  to  affect  claims  for  damages 
for  breach  of  contract  in  reference  to  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown.  There  had  already,  in  the 
Public  Works  Bill,  been  a  recognition  of  this 
principle  in  the  acceptance  by  the  Government 
of  the  position  of  public  carriers,  and  in  England 
there  had  also  been  several  approaches  to  this 
alteration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  was  afraid  this  Bill 
would  lead  to  litigation,  whicbr  there  was  not 
the  least  doubt  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the 
Crown.  If  this  Bill  passed,  a  great  many  specu- 
lative lawsuits  would  be  the  result.  Then,  again, 
there  was  always  a  prejudice  against  the  GK>vern- 
ment.  A  Government  or  a  company  was  fair 
game.  In  Australia  there  was  a  large  monetary 
institution  that  would  scarcely  go  to  law  under 
any  circumstances,  because  an  action  was  bound 
to  go  against  them.  If  that  were  the  case  with 
a  bank,  what  would  it  be  with  a  Government  ? 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  result 
of  the  Bill,  if  it  became  law,  would  be  prejudicial 
to  the  public  interest.  He  had  known  cases 
where  verdicts  were  given  against  the  Govern- 
ment where,  he  was  sure  that  the  result  would 
have  been  reversed  had  a  private  individual  been 
sued.  Before  the  door  was  opened  to  litigation 
and  to  instituting  actions  of  a  frivolous  character, 
he  thought  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  Council 
to  pauscc  For  example,  in  connection  with  rail- 
ways, the  burning  of  a  gorse  fence,  or  the  killing 
of  sheep  or  cattle  on  the  line,  might  result  in  an 
action  for  a  small  amount,  but  the  law  costs 
might  amount  to  a  large  sum.  When  travelling 
on  the  railway  lately  in  Canterbury,  he  saw 
several  sheep  killed.  He  dared  say  that,  if  this 
Bill  were  in  force,  that  would  result  in  an  action, 
and  a  heavy  legal  bill.  Therefore  he  thought  that 
this  Bill,  although  a  small  one,  involved  large 
consequences  to  the  Government  of  the  country. 
They  had  been  able  to  get  on  very  well  hitherto 
without  such  an  Act,  and  his  impression  was 
that  they  could  get  on  very  well  without  it  for 
some  time  to  come.  The  giving  of  too  many  faci- 
lities for  litigation  was  certainly  not  an  advantage 
to  the  Government,  and  he  doubted  whether  it 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  community. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  very  glad  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  had  called  the  attention  o£ 
the  Council  to  the  character  of  this  Bill.  He  had 
not  been  without  hope  that  they  would  have  had 
the  advice  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  regarding  such 
a  very  important  change  in  the  law  as  was  pro- 
posed to  be  effected  by  this  Bill.  In  order  that 
the  attention  of  the  Council  mieht  be  given  to 
the  Bill,  to  its  operation  and  probable  effects,  he 
would  now  move.  That  the  debate  be  adjourned. 
It  was  impossible  to  overrate  the  importance  of 
this  Bill,  or,  without  very  great  care,  to  see  the 
operation  and  effect  of  it.  If  its  title  were  "  A 
Bill  to  promote  Litigation  "  it  would  probably  be 
much  more  representative  of  its  character  than 
its  present  title. 

Debate  adjourned. 
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EDUCATION  RESERVES  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  con!>idered  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  moved,  That  the 
following  new  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill : — 
"The  Governor  in  Council  may,  at  any  time 
after  the  expiry  of  the  current  leases,  on  twelve 
months'  notice  being  given  to  any  lessee  of  any 
portion  of  any  education  reserve,  other  than  a 
reserve  for  a  university,  oy  Proclamation,  declare 
such  reserve  or  any  part  thereof  open  for  sale  by 
auction  under  the  waste  lands  laws  in  force  in 
the  provincial  district  in  which  such  reserve  is 
situated ;  but  all  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale 
of  anv  such  reserve  shall  be  received  by  the 
School  Commissioners  of  the  district  within  which 
such  reserve  is  situated,  and  held  in  trust  for 
investment  on  real  security  or  in  Government  or 
municipal  debentures  issued  in  the  colony ;  and 
the  income,  interest,  and  profits  arising  from  such 
investment  shall  be  dealt  with  in  manner  pro- 
vided in  section  twenty-one." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  proposed  new  clause 
stand  part  of  the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         6 

Noes         16 


Majority  against... 

Atbb. 


9 


Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Menzies, 


Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Faterson, 
Mr.  Peacock. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  amendments. 

PORT  CHALMERS  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  2. — Governor  may  grant  to  body  corpo- 
rate of  Port  Chalmers  certain  lands. 

The  Hon.  SirF.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  That 
progress  be  reported. 

Question  put,  **  That  progress  be  reported ;  " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         6 


Majority  for 


Sir  F.  Dillon  BeU, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Mantell, 

Hon,  Dr,  Pollen 


11 

Atzs. 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Williamson. 


Nobs. 
Colonel  Brett,  Mr.  Russell, 

Captain  Fraser,  Colonel  Whitmore. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
progress  was  reported. 

OTAGO  GIRLS*  AND  BOYS'  HIGH 
SCHOOLS  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee. 
Clause  17. — Reserves,  how  granted. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That  the 
clause  be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  propoeed  to  be 
omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;  '  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Ayes         10 

Noes         10 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 


Aybs. 

Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardeon, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Menziei, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
The  Chaibhan  gave  his  casting  vote  with  the 
Ayes,  and  the  clause  was  therefore  ordered  to 
stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That  pro- 
gress be  reported,  and  leave  asked  to  sit  again* 

Question  put,  "  That  progress  be  reported ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         11 

Noes         9 


Majority  for 


Aybs. 


Mr.  Buckley, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 

Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 


Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Paterson, 
Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Miller, 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  obtaiDed  U> 
sit  again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  twelT» 
o'clock  a.m. 
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HOUSE  OP  EEPBESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  I4ih  November,  1877. 


Fint  B««disn— Second  Befdinn— Third  Readings— 
Oamara-KAaebj  Baalway — Ciril  Serrice — Finanoiftl 
SUtement— Korth  of  Aucklftod  Works— KaUto 
Lands  Bill— County  and  Manicipal  Endowments- 
New  Pljrmonth  Endowment  Bill— Timam  Harbour 
Bill— Disqnalifleation  Bill  No. ^1  — South  Dunedin 
BeserresBilL     

Mr.  Spsakbb  took  the  diair  at  half-past  twp 
o'clock. 

Pbatsss. 

FIBST  BEADINQS. 
Financial  Airangements  BiU,  Natire    Landa 
Bill,  Public  WorkB  BUL 

SECOND  BEADINOS. 
Little  BiTcr  Cemeterj  Bill,  Baldntha  Athe- 
ii«om  Bill,  Milford  Harbour  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADIN0S. 
Littlo  BiTcr  Cemete^  Bill,  Balclutba  Athe- 
ncnm   Bill,  Eakanui  Harbour  Bill,  Waikouaiti 
Harbour  Bill,  Waikouaiti  Atheneum  Bill,  Tara- 
naki  Conntj  BMor? es  Bill. 

OAMAEU-NASEBY  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  GoTemment  will  make  pro- 
fision  for  recouping  to  the  local  bodies  the  ex- 
Dmsea  incurred  bj  them  in  the  surrey  of  the 
Oamaro-Nasebj  line  of  railwajP  He  might 
state  that  the  Municipal  Council  of  Oamaru 
and  other  local  bodies  interested  had  gone  to 
oonaiderable  expense  in  surveying  this  line  of 
raOwaj,  and  the  report  of  tbeir  engineers  had 
heen  sldopted  by  the  GoTemment,  thereby  saying 
the  GoTemment  a  good  deal  of  expense.  He 
wished  to  know  whetber  those  local  bodies  would 
be  recouped  the  ouUay  which  they  had  incurred. 

Mr.  LABXACH  replied  that  the  Goyemment 
woold  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  in  order  to 
ascertain  whetber  the  Goyemment  had  com- 
mitted itself  in  any  way  to  the  survey  of  this 
line  of  railway,  and,  if  so,  they  would  giye  the 
matter  proper  consideration. 

CIVIL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  STAPFOBD  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
there  is  any  foundation  for  the  statement  circu- 
lated in  the  colonial  Press,  on  the  authority  of 
'*oar  own  correspondents,"  to  the  effect  that 
officers  of  the  CiyU  Service  of  New  Zealand  were 
pla43tng  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  present  Go- 
yemment obtaining  information  as  to  the  public 
afEairt  of  the  colony  ?  The  House  would  recognize 
that  it  was  highly  desirable  that  the  country 
ihould  know  whether  the  Civil  Service  had  got 
into  such  a  state  that  any  of  its  officers  would 
rrf  use  to  afford  any  information  to  the  Mimstiy 
of  the  day,  whoever  they  might  be.  For  him- 
self, he  could  hardly  believe  Siat  there  was  any 
loundation  for  such  reports  as  had  been  circu- 
lated, and  he  thought  it  was  desirable  that  there 
abottld  be  a  moat  authentic  statement  made  as  to 
wlMther  foch  zeporti  were  justifiable  er  not. 


Sir  G.  GBST  replied  that  the  reports  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  were  not  made  in  any 
way  by  the  authority  of  the  Government,  and  it 
must  therefore  decline  to  notice  them. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, When  he  will  make  his  Financial  State- 
ment? 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  there  was  a  considerable 
amount  of  private  business  on  the  Order  Paper 
which  it  wotdd  be  desirable  to  get  through,  in 
order  to  send  it  to  the  other  Cluunber;  but  he 
should  be  prepared  on  Monday  next-,  at  half -past 
seven  o'clock,  to  make  his  Financial  Statement. 
In  giving  tbat  promise  he  presumed  the  House 
would  understand  that  it  was  conditional  on  not 
being  interrupted  in  any  way  by  any  action  of 
honorable  members  contingent  upon  the  Uireat 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  the 
other  evening  that  he  would  not  allow  any  busi- 
ness to  proceed.  Of  course,  if  he  was  not  in- 
terrupted, and  if  he  received  fair-play  from  the 
House,  he  would  carry  out  his  desire  of  bringing 
down  the  Financial  Statement  at  the  time  he 
named,  and  he  trusted  he  would  receive  that  con- 
sideration from  the  House  which  such  an  im- 
portant matter  deserved. 

NORTH  OP  AUCKLAND  WORKS. 
Sir  R.  DOUGLAS,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  felt  some  diffidence 
in  introducing  this  motion  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  the  more  so  because  it  referred  to 
the  voting  of  several  sums  of  money,  and  to  votes 
which  had  lapsed.  He  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  making  a  long  speech  on  the 
subject.  He  would  siinply  point  out  that  there 
were  members  of  the  House  who  would  be  able 
to  bear  out  the  statements  he  had  to  make  in 
reference  to  what  had  passed  in  another  place, 
and  he  expected  from  them  that  assistance  which 
he  should  readily  accord  under  similar  circum- 
stances. He  would  ask  them  to  bear  witness  to 
the  &cts  which  he  would  adduce.  The  first  item 
in  this  notice  of  motion  was  for  a  road  from 
Mangaturoto  to  WaikekeL  That  road  had  been 
promised  for  very  many  years,  and  it  was  pro- 
mised by  the  late  Superintendent  of  Auckland 
(Mr.  Williamson).  It  was  a  road  which  would 
open  up  a  very  large  tract  of  countir.  The 
knd  near  the  sea  was  not  very  good,  but  that 
which  lay  between  Mangaturoto  and  Waikekei 
had  a  good  limestone  bottom.  Every  country 
member  who  knew  what  agrioultvral  land  was 
would  understand  perfectly  well  that  land  with 
a  good  limestone  bottom  would  be  land  suitable 
for  anioultural  purposes.  Tbis  £1,000  was  pro- 
posed to  be  expended  in  helping  a  number  of 
settlers  who  had  been  in  that  district  for  very 
many  years,  and  who,  when  they  first  went 
there,  were  led  to  suppose  that  they  would  have 
a  road  formed  by  which  they  could  send  their 
produce  to  the  market.  Notwithstanding  the 
promises  that  were  made  to  them,  they  had  been 
obliged,  iJmost  up  to  the  present  time,  to  carry 
everytldng  on  their  backs,  even  ploughs,  for  a 
distance  of  from  ten  to  twelve  miles,  to  get  them 
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to  their  homesteads.  Seeing  these  things,  and 
haying  known  the  district  for  some  ten  years, 
it  grieved  him  much  that  these  men,  manj  of 
them  with  families  growing  up,  who  had  cast 
their  lot  in  New  Z^and,  should  he  so  hardly 
used,  and  no  assistance  given  to  them.  They 
appealed  to  him  to  get  them  redress  for  their 
grieTances,  and  asked  him  to  appeal  to  the  Fro- 
yincial  Council  to  do  them  justice  and  fulfil  the 
promise  which  had  been  made  to  them,  which 
was  that  they  should  at  any  rate  have  roads  to 
get  their  produce  to  market.  They  said  to  him, 
**  We  have  giren  our  lives,  our  time,  and  everything 
to  make  this  colony  great  and  prosperous,  and 
all.  we  ask  in  return  is  that  you  should  give  us 
means  to  get  our  produce  out  of  the  district." 
One  of  the  honorable  members  for  Franklin 
could  bear  him  out  in  saying  that  for  many  years 
this  road  had  been  promised  to  the  settlers,  and 
all  he  asked  the  House  to  do  now  was  to  carry  out 
that  promise,  and  grant  them  money  to  open  this 
road.  With  regard  to  the  Ruatangata  Boad,  he 
might  say  that  he  was  informed  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Buatangata  Boad  Board  that  he  made 
some  arrangement  with  the  Superintendent  of  the 
province  by  which  a  new  line  of  road  should  be 
opened  up,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Superinten- 
dent to  purchase  the  necessary  land  for  the  road, 
as  it  belonged  to  the  Natives.  The  Superinten- 
dent replied  that  a  certain  sum  of  money  would 
be  granted  for  the  purpose,  if  the  Board  also 
voted  a  certain  amount.  The  Board,  however, 
was  not  a  wealthy  body,  and  surely  the  House 
did  not  expect  the  Boad  Board  of  a  district  of 
very  large  area,  and  with  a  small  amount  of  capi- 
tal, to  make  roads,  and  also  to  purchase  the  land 
necessaij  for  the  purpose.  This  was  especially  the 
case  in  the  present  instance.  He  was  informed 
the  road  would  open  up  a  large  tract  of  country 
outside  the  particular  district.  There  was  a 
swamp  of  10,000  acres  in  the  district,  with  a  river 
running  through  it,  which  could  be  made  a  canal, 
and  there  was  a  very  fair  fall  at  one  end.    If  the 

geople  of  the  district  could  prevail  upon  some 
md  speculators  to  purchase  and  reclaim  that 
swamp,  as  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  the  Piako 
Swamp,  instead  of  being  looked  on  as  mere 
land-snarks  there  was  not  a  settler  in  the  district 
who  would  not  welcome  them  and  assist  them 
in  every  way  to  open  up  the  land.  He  believed 
the  settlers  would  even  pay  speculators  to  take 
the  swamp,  if  they  would  only  reclaim  it  and 
open  up  the  land.  The  land  was  of  the  very 
best  quality,  being  what  was  known  as  a  raupo 
swamp,  which,  as  every  one  of  any  experience  in 
the  colony  knew,  was  the  best  land  for  agricul- 
tural purposes.  It  would  require  some  capital 
to  open  up  this  swamp,  but,  that  once  done, 
it  would  be  the  means  of  adding  to  the  people 
of  the  colony  a  large  number  of  that  class  of 
settlers  whom  the  House  was  so  anxious  to 
encourage.  He  meant  not  very  small  farmers, 
but  those  men  who  could  purchase  some  300, 
400,  or  600  acres  of  land  and  work  it  them- 
selves— a  class  of  settlers  who  would  compare 
favourably  with  any  other  class  in  New  Zealand. 
With  regard  to  the  wharf  at  Whangarei  Heads,  he 
need  say  little,  beyond  referring  to  a  resolution 
Sir  S.  DougUu 


passed  by  the  Provincial  Council  on  the  subject. 
The  Harbour  of  Whangarei  was  very  large,  and 
from  the  township  to  the  Heads  was  a  distance  of 
about  fifteen  miles.  Vessels  of  large  size,  even 
men-of-war,  could  lie  with  safety  inside,  and  the 
channel  was  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide ; 
but  there  was  no  place  at  which  vessels  could  lie 
near  the  shore.  Believing  it  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  district  to  have  a  wharf  at  this 

glace,  he  laid  the  matter  before  the  Provincial 
buncil,  and  asked  them  to  put  up  a  wharf  at 
which  vessels  which  were  obliged  to  go  to  the 
harbour  through  stress  of  weather  could  lie.  The 
Provincial  Council,  having  fairly  discussed  his 
motion,  agreed  that  a  wharf  should  be  put  up  ; 
but  in  putting  the  amount  on  the  Estimates  a 
mistake  was  made,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  ask  for 
enough.  When  he  came  down  to  the  Provincial 
Council  in  the  following  session  he  asked  why 
the  wharf  had  not  been  constructed,  and  he  was 
then  told  by  the  Provincial  Treasurer,  "  If  you 
had  asked  for  sufficient  money,  the  wharf  would 
have  been  erected."  He  therefore  made  it  his 
duty  to  ask  for  sufficient  money.  He  was  no 
advocate  for  extravagant  expenditure,  and  con- 
sequently he  did  not  put  more  on  the  Estimates 
than  was  required.  It  was,  however,  very  de- 
sirable that  this  wharf  should  be  constructed,  for 
it  might  be  found  in  the  future,  as  it  had  been  in 
the  past,  that  they  would  be  without  means  of 
steam  communication  to  Whangarei  township; 
and,  if  vessels  could  only  lie  alongside  a  whaif 
at  the  Heads,  they  could  take  in  and  discharge 
cargoes,  and  do  all  the  necessaij  work,  though 
of  course  it  would  be  always  desirable  to  have 
communication  with  the  township.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  go  further  into  the  matter  at  pre- 
sent, and  he  would  therefore  merely  read  an 
abstract  of  the  address  presented  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  to  the  Superintendent  "request- 
ing him  to  expend,  out  of  the  first  moneys  avail- 
able for  public  works,  a  sum  of  £600  for  erecting 
a  wbarf  at  Whangarei  Heads."  The  words, "  out 
of  the  first  moneys  available,"  were  added  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Superintendent's  Advisers. 
He  (Sir  B.  Douglas)  moved  a  resolution  to  this 
effect: — 

"  That  a  respectful  address^be  presented  to  His 
Honor  the  Superintendent  requesting  him  to 
place  on  the  Estimates  a  sum  of  £6^  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  wharf  at  Whangarei  Heads ; 
also,  that  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to 
His  Honor  requesting  that  a  sum  of  £800  be  in 
like  manner  placed  on  the  Estimates  for  carry- 
ing out  the  recommendations  made  by  the  laite 
Superintendent  with  reference  to  a  xoeA  between 
Maungakaramea  and  Whangarei." 

The  Superintendent's  representative  in  the 
Council  then  got  up  and  said, ''  If  the  honorable 
member  will  make  it  'out  of  the  first  moneys 
available,'  His  Honor  will  accept  the  motion." 
The  motion  was  consequently  altered  and  agreed 
to ;  and  then  arose  the  question,  Was  the  money 
ever  available  P  A  correspondence  took  place 
between  His  Honor  and  Dr.  Pollen  on  the  subject^ 
in  which  he  found  Dr.  Pollen  saying, — 

"You  propose  to  pay  for  these  works  out  of 
the  unexpended  balance  of  the  sum  of  £40,000 
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authorized  to  bo  adTanced  to  the  Ppoyinco  of 
Auckland  bj  *The  Proyincial  Public  Works 
Adyaucee  Act,  1874.* " 

But  that  unexpended  balance  was  spent  with- 
out the  Toto  of  the  Provincial  Council,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  province.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  he  was  justified  in  asking  the 
Hcmse  to  agree  to  the  amount  he  had  named, 
teeing  that  there  were  already  on  the  Supple- 
mencaiy  Estimates  several  sums  of  money  for 
other  purposes  which  were  to  be  charged  to  pro- 
Tincial  liabilities.  He  might  go  on  to  explain  the 
whole  circumstances  of  the  case,  but  the  plans  of 
the  harbour  spoke  for  themselves,  and  showed 
undeniably  its  advantages.  Every  one  could  see 
what  sort  of  harbour  this  was  by  looking  at  the 
plans  to  bo  seen  in  the  library,  and  comd  learn 
from  the  maps  of  the  district  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood  much 
better  than  he  could  explain  it.  He  next  came  to 
the  road  to  Maungakaramea,  and  might  say  that 
the  remarks  he  nmde  in  regard  to  the  wharf  at 
Whangarei  applied  to  a  certain  extent  to  this 
road,  as  both  works  were  included  in  the  same 
motion  which  he  had  made  in  the  Provincial 
CounciL  He  had  moved  that  £800  should  be 
devoted  to  this  work.  A  pubUc  meeting  had  been 
held  at  Whangarei,  and  the  settlers  from  the 
Maungakaramea  District  asked  that  there  should 
be  a  sum  of  money  devoted  to  opening  up  this 
road.  In  consequence  of  applications  from  the 
district  a  report  was  made  by  the  Provincial 
Engineer,  who  said, — 

"  I  have  received  instructions  to  have  the  sur- 
rey made,  and  to  meet  their  wishes  as  far  as  pos- 
sible out  of  the  General  Government  grant  for 
roads  and  works  North,  and  to  report  further  on 
the  matter.    The  survey  is  now  being  made.'' 

A  promise  was  then  made  and  a  resolution 
passed  by  ihe  Provincial  Council,  but  from  that 
day  to  the  present  time  nothing  had  been  done. 
With  regard  to  the  tramway  at  Eamo,  he  must 
appeal  to  one  of  the  honorable  members  for  the 
Citj  of  Auckland,  who,  with  himself  and  other 
members,  visited  the  coal  mine  at  this  place,  to 
bear  him  out  in  saying  that  this  coal  mine,  which 
was  worked  by  working-men,  had  for  years  sup- 
plied Auckland  and  the  steamers  calling  at  his 
harbour  with  coaL  Applications  had  been  made 
by  various  members  of  the  House  to  have  tram- 
ways made  in  different  places,  and  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  much  in  the  way  of  opening  up 
railway  lines  ;  but  not  the  slightest  assistance  in 
any  shape  or  form  had  been  given  to  this  which 
was  one  of  the  finest  mineral  districts  in  New 
Zealand.  This  coal  mine  had  been  worked  with 
a  certain  amount  of  advantage  by  working-nen, 
and  not  by  capitalists,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that 
the  House  should  in  every  possible  way  assist 
men  of  this  stamp,  feeling  that  it  must  be  a  good 
speculation,  because,  if  it  failed,  the  men,  being 
working-men,  must  abandon  it.  That  was  the 
best  test ;  for  men  without  capital  could  not  go 
on  working  the  mine  if  it  did  not  pay.  The 
sum  he  mentioned  in  his  motion  would  not  cover 
the  whole  cost,  but  he  saw  an  opportunity  of 
porchasiDg  a  tramway  which  was  already  made. 
There  was  no  difficulty  as  to  tho  purchase^  or 


as  to  fixing  the  grades  of  the  line;  but  the 
men  had  not  the  means,  and  the  county  could  not 
afford  to  lay  rails  along  the  tramway.  If  the 
tramway  could  be  purchased  for  this  sum  of 
money,  the  Government  would  make  a  very  good 
speculation.  The  very  week  they  purchased  it  they 
could  put  a  charge  on  the  carriage  of  coal,  lime- 
stone, and  other  goods,  and  it  would  be  willingly 
and  readily  paid.  There  would  be  no  lying  out 
of  the  money.  Interest  would  be  got  at  once, 
and,  where  interest  was  got  for  the  money  on  the 
spot,  the  House  should  hardly  prevent  the  outlay 
of  money  which  would  not  only  return  interest 
immediately,  but  would  do  good  to  a  large  dis- 
trict. The  next  item  was  the  Mangapai  Wharf, 
in  reference  to  which  the  late  Superintendent  of 
the  province  had  had  a  correspondence  with  the 
General  Government.  The  recommendation  of 
His  Honor  was  so  strong  that  he  need  place  no 
further  argument  before  the  House  in  regard  to 
the  work.  This  was  a  part  of  what  His  Honor 
said, — 

"  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  these  works  would 
be  of  great  public  utility,  and  I  should  be  much 
obliged  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  being 
advised  to  assent  to  the  expenditure  pr^>osed." 

The  resolution  of  the  Aucklana  Provincial 
Council  in  reference  to  the  subject  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ormiston,  resolved, 
That  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to  His 
Honor  the  Superintendent  requesting  him  to 
place  on  the  Estimates  for  1874  a  sufficient  sum 
for  the  erection  of  a  wharf  on  the  Mangapai 
River,  at  a  place  already  indicated  by  the  Dis- 
trict Engineer,  and  that  the  necessary  approach 
be  included  in  such  grant." 

This  wharf  would  be  at  the  end  of  the  road 
opening  up  the  district  for  which  he  asked  the 
House  to  grant  the  sum  of  £1,000.  It  would 
make  that  road  complete.  The  Premier's  recom- 
mendation with  reference  to  this  bridge  was,  he 
thought,  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to  sanc- 
tion the  expenditure. 

Mr.  DIGNAN  had  much  pleasure  in  second- 
ing the  motion  of  the  honorable  and  gallant 
baronet,  and  could  readily  indorse  every  word 
spoken  by  the  honorable  gentleman  in  relation  to 
it,  so  far  as  regarded  the  Provincial  Coimcil  of 
Auckland.  That  body  was  always  ready  and  will- 
ing to  proceed  with  these  works,  but  the  difficulty 
was  solely  one  of  money.  A  sum  of  money  had 
been  granted  by  this  House  for  the  purposes, 
amongst  others,  mentioned  by  the  honorable 
gentleman ;  but,  instead  of  handing  it  over  to 
the  late  Superintendent  for  distribution,  it  was 
given  into  the  hands  of  the  Northern  Native 
member  for  the  time  being,  in  whose  district  it 
was  principally  spent.  At  the  time  the  honorable 
member  moved  in  this  matter  in  the  Provincial 
Council,  his  greatest  grievance  was  the  wharf  at 
Whangarei  Heads.  The  Provincial  Gtovemment 
would  have  proceeded  with  that  work,  but  it  was 
foimd,  after  examination  by  their  engineer,  that 
the  estimate  then  stated  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  wholly  inadequate  for  the  proper  <;on- 
struction  of  the  wharf,  and,  the  Provincial  Go- 
vernment not  having  available  funds,  the  next 
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best  thing  was  done — ^namely,  the  Superintendent 
reooramended  the  immediate  carrjing  out  of  the 
work  to  the  G-eneral  QoTemment,  more  especially 
as  Abolition  had  in  the  meantime  taken  place. 
But,  as  regards  the  truthfulness  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Marsden's  statements,  the  necessity 
for  the  work,  and  also  the  earnest  desire  and  in- 
tention of  the  late  Superintendent  to  carry  it 
out,  had  means  and  opportunity  been  afforded,  he 
(Mr.  Dignan)  could  unhesitatingly  testify. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolye  itself  into  a 
Committed  of  the  Whole  to  consider  of  an  address 
to  His  Excellency  praying  that  he  will  cause  to 
be  placed  on  the  Supplementaiy  Estimates  the 
following  sums  for  the  works  set  opposite  to 
them  respectirely :  Boad  from  Mang^turoto  to 
Waikekei,  £1,000  j  for  opening  road  at  Rua- 
tangata,  £300 ;  wharf  at  Whangarei  Heads, 
£600  i  road  at  Maungakaramea,  £800 ;  tramway 
at  Kamo,  £2,000 ;  Mangapai  Wharf,  say,  £800 : 
total,  £6,500."— (/Sm-  B,  Douglas.) 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  thou^t  the  reasons  ad- 
duced by  the  honorable  gentleman  in  fayour  of 
the  motion  were  not  such  as  to  induce  the  House 
to  assent  to  it.  He  commenced  by  lecturing  the 
House  upon  its  pastproceedinss  in  reference  to 
the  Piako  Swamp.  He  also  told  the  House  that 
this  work  was  much  required ;  but  he  (Mr.  Brown) 
strongly  objected  to  large  amounts  being  spent 
in  a  country  which  the  honorable  gentleman  de- 
scribed as  being  of  little  yalue,  and  as  consisting 
largely  of  swamp.  As  to  that  portion  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  argument  referring  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  he  might  say  that  in  the 
district  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  land  had  been  sold  to  small  settlers 
at  yery  high  rates,  and  those  parties  could  not  get 
access  to  their  lands  for  want  of  roads.  He  was 
quite  as  liberal  as  other  honorable  members  in 
the  matter  of  making  proyision  for  opening  up 
the  interior  of  the  country  to  settlement,  but 
there  were  other  matters  to  be  considered  beyond 
the  yoting  of  money  to  facilitate  settlement  in 
remote  districts  through  yalueless  countir.  Some 
few  years  ago  £60,000  had  been  yoted  bv  this 
House  for  roads  and  bridges  north  of  Auckland, 
and  now  they  were  asked  for  further  sums.  In 
looking  over  a  return  placed  on  the  table,  he 
found  that  2,000,000  acres  in  the  Province  of 
Auckland  realized  £274,000,  leaving  an  area 
still  to  be  sold  of  877,000  acres.  In  Canterbury 
2,250,000  acres  had  been  sold,  yielding  £3,760,000, 
and  thero  still  remained  about  6,250,000  acres 
to  be  disposed  of.  In  Otago  there  had  been 
sold  2,000,000  acres,  realizing  £1,700,000,  leaving 
11,600,000  acres  to  be  disposed  of.  He  did  not 
think  the  honorable  gentleman  had  given  very 
good  reasons  for  the  adoption  of  the  motion,  but 
he  wotdd  not  say  whether  he  himself  would  sup- 
port it  or  not :  he  would  be  guided  by  further 
argument. 

Mr.  LUSK  thought  the  honorable  member  for 
Tuapeka  had  misapprehended  the  arguments  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Marsden.  He  did  not 
understand  the  honorable  member  to  say  that  the 
land  was  of  no  value,  or  that  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  it  was  swamp.  What  he  understood  the 
Mr.  Dignan 


honorable  gentleman  to  say  was,  that  the  land  on 
the  sea-coast,  which  was  accessible  by  water,  was 
not  good  land,  but  that  the  inlying  land  was 
very  good,  but  was  inaccessible  for  want  of  roads. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  referred  to  the 
swamp  land  he  distinctly  stated  that  it  might  be 
turned  to  excellent  account  by  the  expenditure  of 
a  little  money  on  drainage.  He  could  speak  with 
some  degree  of  certainty  as  to  the  desirability  of 
these  works.  A  great  many  years  had  elapsed 
since  the  settlers  in  this  district  took  up  their 
land  ;  they  had  struggled  on  against  great  diffi- 
culties, and  had  succeeded  in  holding  their  own, 
but  they  had  not  made  the  progress  it  was  de- 
sirable they  should  make.  The  motion  did  not 
ask  the  House  to  do  anything  new.  It  did  not 
ask  it  to  do  anything  that  it  bad  not  done,  and 
was  not  actually  doing  now,  for  other  part«  of 
the  colony.  He  understood  that  a  very  large  sum 
of  money  was  to  be  asked  for  in  order  to  provide 
for  certain  provincial  liabilities,  and  those  liabili- 
ties wero  to  a  large  extent  intended  to  meet  pay- 
ments for  works  which  in  no  sense  differed  from 
those  roferred  to  in  the  honorable  gentleman's 
motion.  The  only  difference  between  these  works 
and  some  others  that  were  included  in  the  pro- 
vincial liabilities  was  that  the  sums  for  the  exe- 
cution of  these  latter  works  had  actually  been  put 
down  in  the  provincial  estimates,  but  had  never 
been  expended.  He  did  not  see  that  that  made 
any  great  difference.  The  mere  fact  that  they 
wero  put  down  in  the  Estimates,  and  that  no 
steps  had  been  taken  to  carry  them  out,  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  give  any  greater  guarantee  for  the 
carrying  out  of  these  works  than  the  promise 
that  these  works  should  be  carried  out  as  soon  as 
the  money  could  be  got.  He  thought  the  House 
would  admit  that,  m  all  fairness,  these  works 
should  be  included  in  the  provincial  liabilities  of 
the  Province  of  Auckland.  They  were  works 
which  the  proyincial  authorities  promised  to  carry 
out,  and  about  which  a  great  amount  of  corre- 
spondence took  place,  not  only  between  the  pro- 
vincial authorities  and  the  settlers,  but  between 
the  provincial  authorities  and  the  Colonial  Gt>- 
vemment  when  the  Colonial  Qovernment  was 
about  to  advance  money  for  these  works.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  thought  they  should  be 
troated  as  provincia]  liabilities  of  tne  province. 
That,  he  understood,  was  the  object  of  the  motion. 
Did  the  House  but  know  the  ciroumstances  of  the 
district,  vrero  the  members  but  cognizant  of  the 
efforts  that  had  for  many  years  been  made  by  the 
settlers  to  improve  their  own  position,  and  to 
develop  the  resources  of  a  country  which  would 
hereafter  be  a  source  of  great  wealth  to  the 
colony,  they  would  not  begrudge  the  assistance 
asked  for. 

Mr.  MANDERS  thought  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mareden  had  very  clearly  put  a  case  which 
appUed  not  only  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  own 
district  but  to  his  (Mr.  Manders's) .  Works  of  this 
kind  should  be  encouraged.  They  were  works 
of  a  class  which  the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago 
had  endeavoured  to  encourage,  and  he  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  U>  give  eyery  faciS^ 
for  the  development  of  works  which  would  aid 
the  efforts  of  working-men  who  wexe  endeayouring 
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to  adrancd  the  Tslae  of  their  proper!  j  as  well  as 
the  interest  of  the  district  thej  lired  in,  and,  oon- 
■eqnently,  the  prosperitj  of  the  colony  as  a  who!e. 
He  cordiallj  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  WmTAKEB  said  he  did  not  intend  to 
repeat  the  arguments  that  had  been  advanced  in 
faToar  of  the  motion.  He  merely  wi^ied  to  re- 
mind the  House  thnt  the  North  of  Auckland  had 
a  strong  claim  in  the  fact  that  no  pait  of  the 
money  Toted  for  the  construction  of  railways  in 
Tarious  parts  of  the  colony  had  been  spent  in 
the  district  north  of  Auckland,  except  one  short 
line  to  Kaipara.  That  district  had  already  been 
described  as  one  of  Tery  great  importance,  and  one 
which  would  hereafter  contribute  largely  to  the 
revenue  of  the  colony.  All  the  people  resident 
in  the  North  of  Auckland  would  have  to  contribute 
their  sliare  of  the  interest  on  moneys  already 
borrowed,  and  he  thought  they  had  an  unan- 
swerable claim  to  the  expenditure  asked  for.  He 
should  therefore  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought  it  was  a  pity  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Marsden  should  have 
raised  a  discussion  on  this  motion,  which  was 
purely  a  formal  step.  It  would  hare  been  bet- 
ter to  have  moved  the  motion  formally,  and  to 
have  taken  the  discussion  on  the  subject  when 
the  motion  came  on  for  consideration  in  Commit- 
tee. It  was  extremely  gratifying  to  hear  the 
opinions  expres^^ed  by  the  honorable  gentlemen 
in  favour  ox  justice  being  done  to  the  North  of 
Auckland.  He  (Mr.  Sheehan)  had  to  fight  that 
battle  two  or  three  years  ago ;  and  last  year,  when 
he  moved  a  motion  expressing  the  same  senti- 
ment, it  was  opposed  tooth  and  nail.  Sir  Julius 
Togel  stating  that  it  was  a  "bogus"  motion,  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  talking  to  his  (Mr. 
Sheehan's)  constituente  and  not  to  the  House. 
Timet  were  changing,  and,  he  supposed,  men  were 
changing  also.  He  was  yery  glad  that  there  was 
at  Uut  a  probability  that  the  North  of  Auck- 
land would  receive  some  assistance.  The  sum  of 
£50,000  which  was  voted  by  the  House  for  roads 
and  works  north  of  Auckland  was  only  partially 
spent  as  it  was  intended  to  be  spent.  A  large 
portion  of  it  was  spent  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing the  Natives  quiet,  and  another  large  portion 
of  it  was  expended  on  works  altogether  outside 
the  districts  m  which  it  should  have  been  spent. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Marsden  that  the  whole  of  the  works  referred  to 
in  the  motion  would  have  been  carried  out  if  the 
provinces  had  continued  to  exist  and  the  promises 
of  the  General  Government  to  assist  had  been 
folfflled.  He  also  agreed  that  these  were  strictly 
provincial  liabilities,  and  he  confessed  to  a  want 
of  shrewdness  on  the  part  of  himself  and  others 
who  were  members  of  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Auckland  in  1874  and  1875  in  not  having  piled 
up  the  provincial  liabilities  as  they  might  nave 
done.  Other  provinces  which  did  so  were  now 
getting  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds:  in 
net,  he  thought  that  the  farther  south  they 
went  the  more  "  canny  "  the  people  became,  and 
tiie  better  they  understood  the  way  to  work  the 
financial  oracle.  He  would  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Marsden  that  he  should 
make  bis  moiion  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
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trict  north  of  Auckland,  because  his  was  not  the 
only  place  in  which  money  was  required  to  be 
expended  in  the  same  way.  At  the  same  time 
it  should  be  remembered  that  it  was  not  advisable 
to  authorize  the  expenditure  of  more  money  than 
the  colony  had  or  could  raise.  On  Monday  next 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  make  his  Financial 
Statement,  and  the  House  would  then  be  able  to 
see  what  amount  of  money  was  available  for  the 
purpose,  and  whether  it  was  desirable  that  the 
worxs  should  be  proceeded  with.  It  was  quite 
true  that  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  a  large 
number  of  extra  works  were  asked  for,  and  ihese 
extra  works  he  believed  were  estimated  to  cost 
about  £170,000.  In  reference  to  that,  he  might 
say  that,  if  they  were  to  carry  out  those  supple- 
mentary works,  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide 
that  that  part  of  the  colony  from  which  he  him- 
self and  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden 
came  should  receive  more  consideration  than  was 
proposed  to  be  given  to  it,  if  the  financial  state 
of  the  colony  admitted  of  it.  In  fact,  he  thought 
far  more  might  be  done  for  the  North  of  Auck- 
land than  was  at  present  contemplated.  He 
believed  that  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato 
had  managed  to  get  a  sum  of  £10,000  placed  on 
the  Supplementary  Estimates  for  works  north 
of  Auckland,  but  in  his  opinion  that  sum  was 
not  nearly  enough.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
resources  of  the  country  north  of  Auckland  were 
very  great.  There  was  an  immense  field  for 
settlement,  and  there  were  great  riches  in  the 
shape  of  minerals,  &o.  He  hoped  that  the  dis- 
trict would  get  a  fair  share  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  BEES  said  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  brought  forward  this  motion  had  availed 
himself  of  his  (Mr.  Bees's)  assistance  and  advice 
before  moving  in  the  matter.  He  found  that^ 
though  the  colony  would  this  year  have  to  pro- 
vide £661,000  on  account  of  provincial  liabilities, 
the  Province  of  Auckland  would  only  get  £9,405. 
As  the  Native  Minister  had  put  it,  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Auckland  was  determined  that  when 
the  province  was  wound  up  there  should  be 
found  as  little  as  possible  in  the  shape  of  debt  in 
connection  with  it.  The  consequence  was  that 
the  province  had  no  bank  overdraft,  and  there 
were  no  contracts  in  existence,  so  that  the  colony 
had  neither  to  pay  off*  any  overdraft  nor  to  carry 
out  any  contracts  on  behalf  of  the  province. 
Last  year  the  provincial  liabilities  of  Auckland 
were  only  £2,000,  and  this  year  the  munificent 
sum  of  £9,405  7s.  lOd.  was  set  down.  While 
Auckland  was  only  to  get  that  small  amount, 
Taranaki  was  to  receive,  in  round  numbers, 
£20,688;  Wellington,  £194,162;  Hawke's  Bay, 
£8,333;  Nelson,  £66,742  ;  Marlborough,  £6,536 ; 
Canterbury,  £95,473 ;  Westhind,  £13,043  ;  and 
Otago,  £246,664.  It  would  be  seen  that  Otago, 
Canterbury,  Nebon,  and  Wellington  would  get 
by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  money,  while  the 
second  province  in  the  colony — a  province  which 
possessed  great  undeveloped  resources,  and  which 
had  all  the  natural  products  which  tended  to 
make  a  country  prosperous — was  to  receive  the 
munificent  sum  of  £9,405.  That  prorince  was 
possessed  of  vast  wealth  in  the  shape  of  gold,  iron, 
timber,  and  flax :  in  fact,  as  to  as  its  reaooroes 
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went,  it  was  perhaps  unequalled  by  any  other 
province  in  the  colony.  As  he  had  said,  that 
province  was  to  get  the  munificent  sum  of  £9,405, 
wliich  sum  would  have  to  be  spent  during  the 
current  year,  and  it  would  then  be  charged  as  a 
debt  against  the  province.  This  was.  not  only 
not  just,  but  it  was  inexpedient.  He  found  that 
the  money  was  to  be  spent  on  gaols,  hospitals, 
harbours,  and  other  kinds  of  works  ;  and  therefore 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  asked  that  this  mo- 
tion bhould  be  carried  by  the  House  was  merely 
asking  that,  to  some  small  extent,  the  district 
wiiich  he  r«3pre5ented  might  be  put  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  rest  of  the  colony.  There  had 
been  as  yet  literally  nothing  done  for  the  settle- 
ments in  the  North  of  Auckland.  In  Port  Albert, 
for  instance,  there  had  been  no  money  spent,  and 
the  settlers,  who  were  industrious,  hard-working, 
and  honest  men,  had  been  compelled  to  expend 
fully  as  much  as  the  value  of  the  produce  they 
had  raised  in  making  roads  to  their  farms  and 
charing  their  land.  As  the  House  would  see, 
he  himself  had  a  motion  referring  to  the  same 
subject  on  the  Order  Paper.  He  thought  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Marsden  was  making 
a  just  and  reasonable  claim.  He  trusted  that  the 
Government  would  be  induced  to  place  on  the 
Estimates  for  this  purpose  such  a  sum  of  money 
as  the  colony  would  have  had  to  expend  if  the 
Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  had  made  all 
sorts  of  votes  before  the  Abolition  Act  came  into 
operation.  As  he  had  shown,  the  Province  of 
Kelson  was  to  get  £66,743  this  year  on  account 
of  provincial  liabilities,  and  he  believed  that  last 
year  the  eame  province  received  between  £30,000 
and  £40,000  for  the  same  purpose  ;  and,  while 
there  was  so  great  a  difference  in  the  sums  that 
were  to  bo  spent  in  the  two  Provinces  of  Auck- 
land and  Nelson,  the  population  of  the  latter  was 
only  about  one-fourl  h  that  of  the  former.  If  the 
population  of  Auckland  had  been  taken  into  cou- 
Bid^rution  the  province  should,  in  comparison 
with  Nelson,  have  received  about  £220,000.  The 
complaint  of  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden 
was  that,  though  the  money  he  asked  for  had 
been  voted  by  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auck- 
land, his  dbtrict  was  to  be  neglected.  It  was 
to  be  neglected,  first,  because  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Auckland  had  not  the  money  to  ex- 
'  pend ;  and,  secondly,  because  the  Provincial 
Council  would  not  leave  itself  entangled  in  a 
mass  of  debts  when  it  gave  up  the  ghost.  That 
was  the  only  reason ;  and  therefore  there  was  a 
great  amount  of  justice  in  the  demand  made. 
But  the  argumeni  would  be  strengthened,  if  it 
required  to  be  strengthened,  by  this  considera- 
tion :  that  the  people  in  the  Districts  of  Rodney, 
Waitemata,  Bay  of  Islands,  and  Marsden  paid 
just  as  much  in  the  way  of  Customs  duties  as  the 
people  ill  Wellington,  Dunedin,  or  Canterbury, 
and  yet  received  no  share  of  the  expenditure. 
They  were  consenting  to  pay  taxes  unparalleled 
in  extent — a  rate  per  head  never  paid  before  by 
any  people  ;  and  what  for  ?  b  imply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  interest  upon  a  debt  which  had 
been  spent  elsewhere.  They  had  no  benefit  from 
the  enormous  amounts  of  money  which  had  been 
expended  in  Otago  and  Canterbury — Canterbury, 
Mr.  Ueet 


which  had  been  the  Benjamin  of  this  colonial 
family,  which  had  had  a  large  Land  Fund,  and 
liad  had  an  enormous  amount  of  borrowed  money 
spent  in  it  on  railways  arid  public  works. 

Mr.  MONTaOMERY.— We  do  not  give  our 
land  away  for  5s.  per  acre. 

Mr.  REES  said  that  did  not  in  the  least  aifecfc 
the  question.  It  was  an  illustration  of  the  pro- 
verb given  them  on  Divine  authority  that,  "  To 
him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  to  him  that 
hath  not  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he 
hath."  The  honorable  members  for  Waitemata, 
Rodney,  Bay  of  Islands,  and  Marsden  saw  their 
constituents  compelled  to  pay,  year  after  year,  a 
full  share  of  the  taxation,  in  order  simply  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  borrowed  money  spent  in 
Canterbury. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— We  pay  every  half- 
penny. 

Mr.  REES  said  the  figures  did  not  show  it 
He  would  put  it  in  this  way :  The  total  amount 
spent  in  public  works  and  immigration  had  been 
thirteen  millions,  and,  out  of  that,  one-third,  or 
nearly  one-half,  had  been  spent  in  the  Provinces 
of  Otago  and  Canterbury.  He  felt  sure  he  waa 
not  WTong  in  saying  that,  and  he  was  equally 
sure  that  those  provinces  did  not  pay  one-half 
the  interest,  or  anything  like  it,  and,  besides  tbat» 
they  had  a  large  Land  Fund.  While  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland  was  more  populous,  and  while 
from  the  very  first  it  had  been  paying  large 
amounts  in  the  shape  of  Customs  revenue  to  the 
general  revenue  of  the  colony,  double  the  amount 
of  borrowed  money  had  been  spent  in  Canter- 
bury or  in  Otago  that  liad  been  spent  in  Auckland. 
All  that  the  people  of  Auckland  were  doing  was 
to  pay  interest  on  money  spent  in  Canterburj 
and  Otago.  The  only  public  work  iu  Auckland 
had  been  the  Auckland  and  Mercer  Railwaj. 
The  provincial  liabilities  estimates  for  the  pre- 
sent year  showed  clearly  the  position  that  Auck- 
land was  in.  The  estimated  expenditure  in 
Auckland  this  year,  excepting  necessary  govern- 
mental expenditure,  was  something  like  £10,000, 
while  in  Canterbury  it  reached  something  like 
£100,000  odd.  He  did  not  complain  of  thi^  nor 
did  he  deny  the  right  of  the  Provincial  Ooun- 
cil  to  place  itself  in  the  position  in  whidi  it 
had  placed  itself;  but  he  thought  that,  when 
the  Province  of  Auckland  showed  itself  to  be 
in  want  of  some  urgently-required  public  work 
exactly  analogous  to  those  which  were  treated 
in  other  provinces  as  provincial  liabilities,  then  it 
was  entitled  to  careful  consideration.  The  same 
thing  was  to  be  seen  in  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates for  this  year.  The  estimated  expenditure 
in  Auckland  on  account  of  immigration  and  public 
works  \^^s  about  £10,000  or  £12,000  out  of  a 
total  ^amount  of  £180,000  or  £190,000.  Take 
the  two  things  together — that  of  a  total  amount 
of  £180,000  or  £190,000  on  the  Supplementary 
Estimates  Auckland  was  to  get  £10,000  or 
£12,000,  and  that  of  a  vote  of  £661,000  for 
provincial  liabilities  only  £9,000  fell  to  Auck- 
land. Was  that  fair  ?  He  submitted  that  it  was 
not  fair ;  and  it  was  for  thut  reason  tliat  he 
urged  upon  the  honorable  member  to  make  his 
complaint  a  general  one  as  regarded  the  Pzo* 
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linoe  of  Auckland.     The  remedy  for  this   was 
vhat  he  liad  pointed  out.    The  Province  of  Auck- 
Wni  would  hare  been  able  to  do  theso  works  if  it 
bad  been  treated  properlj.     It  TOted  the  monej, 
md  would  liave  executed  the  works  if  the  ordi- 
nary proportion  of  the  Customs  revenue    hud 
been  giren  to  it :  if  the  agreement  in  that  respect 
made  in  1870  bad  been  carried  out,  every  one  of 
these  works  would  hare  been  done,  roads  would 
have  been  constructed,  the  jetty  at  Whangaroi 
would  have  been  built,  the  tramway  would  have 
been  purchased — all  these  useful  and  reproduc- 
tive works  would  have  been  attended  to  if  the 
Customs  revenue  had  not  been  taken  away,  and 
if  there  had  not  been  a  reversal  of  the  promises 
made  in  1870.     He  did  not  care  so  much  about 
the  particular  items,  but  he  trusted  the  prin- 
ciple would   be  adopted    that    there    must    bo 
•omeihing  in  the   way  of  reparation    to   these 
districts,  seeing   that   the  province   had    never 
been  in  a  position  to  spend   money;    because, 
although  the  people  had  paid  enormous  sums 
into  the  revenue,  they  had  had  to  shave  every- 
thing very  closely  in  order  to  be  able  to  defray 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  government.     He  did 
not  care  so  muon  about  the  items  as  about  the 
principle.     Auckland  had  had  scant  justice  or 
no  justice  at  all,  and  he  trusted   the  principle 
would  be  indorsed  and  the  Ministry  invited  to 
make  some  reasonable  reparation,  so  as  to  place 
Aockland  in  a  fair  and  equal  position  as  com- 
pared with  other  proTinces,  and  so  as  to  remove 
trom  the  minds  of  the  settlers  the  impression 
that  they  were  paying  taxes  in  order  to  pay  the 
interest  npon   borrowed  money  spent  in  other 
piaees.     If  the  money  had  been  expended  fairly 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  all  these  works  in 
Auckland  would  have  been  done  long  before  this. 
The  people  of  Auckland  had  felt  keenly  for  some 
time  ;  and  the  same  inequality  which  had  marked 
the   past   was   to  be  seen  this  year,  when,  out 
of  an  expenditure  of  £661,000  to  meet  provin- 
cial liabilities,  Auckland  was  only  to  have  some 
£9,000.     It  could  hardly  be  said  that  that  was 
treating  that  populous  and  wealthy  part  of  the 
oonntry  in  a  proper  manner.     The  people  of  that 
proTince  should  be  induced  to  think  that  their 
intereete  received  the  same  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  House  as  those  of  any  other  part  of 
the  colony. 

Kr.  GISBOBNE  said  that,  if  any  argument 
were  required  to  show  that  the  proposed  appro- 
priations for  public  works  in  different  parts  of  the 
flolony  required  careful  consideration,  it  would  be 
foand  in  the  estimate  of  the  sum  that  would  be 
required  in  the  year  ending  the  80th  June, 
1878,  to  defray  the  salaries,  expenses,  and  services 
ehargeable  at  provincial  liabilities.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  East  and  the 
hoiKyrable  member  for  Bodney  seemed  to  think 
thmt  Auckland  was  placed  in  a  worse  position 
merely  because  its  Provincial  Council  did  not 
▼ote  as  large  a  sum  for  public  works  in  excess 
of  their  appropriations  as  other  provinces ;  but 
there  was  a  much  lower  depth  of,  he  would 
not  »y  iniquity,  but  of  nnequalness,  in  these 
tranaaetions  than  was  furnished  by  the  apprepria- 
tioiMi  of  the  Provincial  Counoilfl.     If  honorable 


Gentlemen  would  look  at  this  estimate  they  would 
nd  the  large  appropriations  which  were  made 
under  the  Pro?incial  Appropriations  Extension 
Act^.  How  were  tlio>e  sums  appropriated? 
They  had  been  made  by  the  Superintendents  in 
conjunction  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer  or  some 
one  repre^niing  the  Government.  He  was  afraid 
the  late  Superintendent  of  Auckland  was  not  as 
viUe  in  his  generation  as  ''the  children  of  light" 
who  were  Superintendents  of  other  provinces. 
The  provincial  appropriations  were  concocted  by 
the  Superintendents  in  conjunction  with  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  either  by  telegraph  or  by 
correspondence,  without  any  one  else  knowing 
anything  about  the  matter.  In  Auckland  those 
appropriations  only  amounted  to  £2,034  4s.  ld.| 
in  Taranaki  they  amounted  to  £6,417  178.  4d. 
— three  times  as  large  as  for  the  Province  of 
Auckland.  In  Wellington,  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, the  provincial  appropriations  amounted  to 
£63,733  178.  6d.  In  Hawke's  Bay  they  had  been 
pretty  moderate:  they  only  amounted  to  £1,706 
lis.  5d.  The  Superintendent  of  Nelson,  in  his 
dying  moment^,  seemed  to  have  been  rather  prodi- 
gal of  the  public  money,  as  there  the  provincial 
appropriations  amounted  to  £21,038  6s.  2d.  In 
Marlborough  they  amounted  to  £2,386  Is.  9d.,  or 
over  £300  more  than  in  Auckland.  Ho  woidd 
not  say  anything  about  Canterbury,  as  it  had 
money  at  its  credit.  Its  appropriations  amounted 
to  £55,808  14s.  In  Westland  they  amounted  to 
£10,723  4s.;  and  in  Otago  they  amounted  to 
£57,997  2s.  8d.  It  would  be  plainly  seen  that 
those  were  very  unequal  appropriations  for  publio 
works  in  the  different  provinces,  and  which,  in 
the  case  of  those  provinces  which  had  not  the 
money,  would  have  to  be  paid  now  out  of  the 
colonial  funds.  He  would  say  that  such  a  state 
of  affairs  furnished  a  very  strong  argument  that 
the  Q-oveminent  should,  in  placing  items  for 
publio  works  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates, 
really  try  to  adjust  the  inequality  in  some  way  or 
another,  because,  after  all,  those  large  liabilities 
had  been  imposed  on  the  colony  by  concert  be- 
tween Superintendents  and  the  Ministers  of  the 
day,  without  any  appropriation  by  the  provincial 
representatives  or  by  the  representatives  of  the 
colony.  Those  provinces  snould  not  get  the 
benefit  of  the  advantage  taken,  he  believed,  in 
excess  of  the  law,  and  of  which  advantage  the 
Superintendents  of  other  provinces  did  not  choose 
to  avail  themselves.  The  Government  should 
consider  the  whole  system  of  providing  money 
for  those  large  public  works  which  had  no  Pro- 
vincial Councils  now  to  look  after  them,  which 
were  not  looked  after  by  the  County  Councils, 
and  which  the  Road  Boards  could  not  now  look 
after.  The  Gtoremment  should  take  the  question 
of  making  provision  for  those  public  works  into 
their  serious  consideration,  and  try  and  distribute 
that  provision  equitably  and  fairly  over  the  whole 
colony.  He  quite  recognized  the  claim  included 
in  the  motion  of  the  honorable  and  gallant 
baronet.  Provision  should  be  made  for  roads 
and  works  of  the  character  named ;  but  he  hoped 
that  the  Government,  in  considering  the  question, 
would  not  confine  themselves  to  Whangarei  or 
the  North  of  Auckland,  but  would  extend  their 
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riew  over  the  whole  colonj.  Until  tooh  time  as 
»  ■jstem  Tras  proTided  bj  which  vrork*  could  be 
executed  bj  the  local  autliorities,  thiB  House,  in 
distributing  the  funds,  should  do  so  as  fairlj  and 
as  equitably  as  possible. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  could  not  exactly  agree  with 
the  last  speaker,  or  with  the  lionorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  Bast.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  in  the  Prorincee  of  Canterbury  and  Otago 
there  was  a  large  amount  of  proTiocial  liabilities, 
but  in  both  those  cases  the  land  revenue  would 
meet  those  liabilities  ;  whereas,  in  the  other  pro> 
finoes,  he  did  uot  think  the  land  revenue  would 
be  so  readily  arailable  to  meet  the  liabilities  which 
might  be  incurred.  The  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  had  eyidently  not  seen  the 
return  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  lately, 
otherwise  he  would  not  hare  made  the  state- 
ments he  had  made.  The  honorable  member 
stated  that  Auckland  had  been  very  badly  used 
for  years  past.  He  (Mr.  Beynolds)  was  prepared 
to  prove  that  there  had  been  a  larger  expenditure 
in  Auckland  than  there  had  been  either  in  Otago 
or  Canterbury.  He  was  prepared  to  prove  that 
from  this  return.  The  following  were  the  amounts 
expended  for  ordinary  purposes,  exclusive  of 
Native  and  Defence,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
and  out  of  loan  in  the  Province  of  Auckland  from 
1856-57  to  1873-74  -.—Out  of  revenue,  42  per 
cent,  on  the  whole  of  the  contributions  dunng 
those  years  to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  81  per 
cent,  out  of  loan.  In  Canterbury,  the  figures 
were  respectively  46  per  cent,  and  26}  per  cent., 
and  in  Otago  42  and  16}  per  cent.  In  addition 
to  this  return,  there  had  been  a  return  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  last  three  years ;  and  what  did 
they  find  ?  They  found  that  in  1874-75  there  had 
been  expended  in  Auckland — out  of  revenue  52 
per  cent.,  out  of  loan  146  per  cent,  j  for  1875-76, 
681  and  108i  ;  for  1876-77,  50^  and  63i  :  while 
in  Canterbury  the  figures  stood,  for  1874-75,  41 1 
and  185i ;  1876-76, 46  and  1 15 ;  1876-77, 5 1  i  and 
24i  ;  and  in  Otago,  for  1874-75,  331  and  146  ; 
1875-76,  85i  and  109i  ;  1876-77,  40  and  85^. 
Those  who  would  take  the  trouble  to  study  these 
two  returns  would  be  able  to  judge  for  them- 
selves whether  Auckland  had  not  received  a  much 
larger  expenditure  in  proportion  to  her  contribu- 
tions to  the  revenue  since  the  introduction  of 
the  Constitution  Act  than  either  Canterbury  or 
Otago.  The  honorable  member  had  made  a  great 
mistake  in  saying  that  a  larger  expenditure  out  of 
revenue  and  out  of  loans  had  been  incurred  in 
Otago  and  Canterbury.  He  was  astonished  to 
see  that  there  were  many  honorable  members 
who  had  taken  the  same  view,  notwithstanding 
that  the  statement  had  been  contradicted  times 
without  number.  Even  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  had  stated  that  this  return  was  of  no 
use.    Well,  it  was  a  return  from  the  Treasury. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Not  approved  of  by  it. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  was  a  return  from  the 
Treasui^  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  in  each 

Erovinoial  district,  and  he  could  not  understand 
ow  it  could  be  called  fallacious.    He  would  quote 
some  figures  to  show  how  it  might  be  considered 
fallacious  and  not  approved  of  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont.    He  found  that  Tanmaki 
Mr,  Oisborne 


had  received  82  per  cent,  out  of  revenue  and 
791^  per  cent,  out  of  loan  up  to  the  year  1874 
What  did  they  find  for  the  last  three  years  ?  In 
1874-75  Taranaki  had  received  out  of  reveniie 
113|  per  cent,  and  420i  per  cent,  out  of  loan; 
in  1875-76,  112  per  cent,  out  of  revenue  and  267 
per  cent,  out  of  loan  ;  in  1876-77,  114  per  cent 
out  of  revenue  and  394  per  cent,  out  of  loan. 
This  expenditure  was  altogether  irrespective  of 
that  incurred  for  Native  and  Defence  purposes. 
If  the  honorable  member  considered  the  return 
unreliable,  let  him  contradict  the  accuracy  of  tboas 
figures  by  proving  them  wrong.  If  the  honoraUs 
member  could  contradict  those  figures,  then  he 
would  admit  that  he  was  right  in  his  opinion. 

Mr.  KELLT  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  had  made  a  great  mistake  in  in- 
cluding the  war  expenditure  which  had  taken 
place  in  Taranaki  as  local  expenditure.  He  had 
also  omitted  to  give  credit  for  Customs  revenns 
paid  in  other  ports.  The  return  was  therefore 
utterly  fallacious  as  regarded  Taranaki. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  thought  it  only  right  to 
state  that,  in  the  case  of  Otago,  to  whidi  alliuion 
had  been  made,  the  liabilities  had  been  le^J 
incurred  for  contracts  entered  into  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  prior  to  the  date  of  abohtion, 
some  of  which  extended  over  several  years,  and 
that  not  one  of  them  had  been  incurred  by  virtoe 
of  any  arrangement  between  the  Colonial  Exectt* 
tive  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  province. 
The  same  oould  not  be  said  in  the  case  of  Nelson, 
where  he  found  a  liability  of  £30,000  had  been 
incurred  within  a  few  days  of  the  end  of  187^ 
nearly  three  months  after  the  provinces  had  been 
abolished.  He  had  no  doubt  there  was  conceit 
between  some  individual  and  the  Qeneral  Gbvem- 
ment  in  that  case ;  but  there  was  nothing  of  the 
kind  in  the  case  of  Otago. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  speaking  for  Wellington,  might 
repeat  what  had  been  said  by  the  last  speaker 
in  regard  to  Otago.  As  far  as  he  was  aware, 
nothing  of  the  kind  alluded  to  had  happened 
in  regard  to  Wellington.  The  £194,000  cluurged 
against  that  province  was,  to  the  extent  of 
£100,000,  to  repay  a  loan,  and  was  secured  by 
mortgage  on  the  land  reclaimed  from  the  hsr- 
hour.  Those  who  had  had  anything  to  do  wi^ 
the  administration  of  affairs  in  this  province  bad 
always  looked  upon  that  as  an  asset  very  much 
larger  than  the  amount  secured  on  it,  and  that 
it  would  recoup  all  the  liabilities  of  the  pro- 
vince. He  believed  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
liabilities,  except  the  £100,000,  set  down  agsimt 
Wellington  were  for  appropriations  by  the  late 
Provincial  Council.  The  amount  for  the  reclama- 
tion, £28,000,  might  have  been  under  Act  c^ 
the  General  Assembly,  but  the  rest  waa  voted  by 
the  Provincial  Council  under  the  advice  of  the 
Superintendent  and  his  Executive  Council.  Ai 
a  contrast  had  been  made  between  difierent  po- 
vinces,  it  was  only  fair  to  say  that  at  the  time 
the  administration  of  the  aflairs  of  the  provinces 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Government 
arrangements  could  have  been  made  to  pay  off 
all  the  provincial  liabilities  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment, including  £75,000  raised  under  the 
Wellington  Debts  Act,  a  conaiderable  portioa  d 
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wbich  had  Binoe  been  paid  off  by  the  debentares 
reoeiTod  from  the  Manchester  Afaociation.  Those 
who  had  had  anything  to  do  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  a&irs  of  the  pronnce  knew  that 
it  was  handed  over  to  the  General  G-oYemment 
•olTent,  and  he  was  sure,  if  the  asset  to  which  he 
had  referred  was  administered  bj  the  General 
OoTemment  as  it  would  haTe  been  by  the  late 
ProTindal  6K>Temment,  it  would  ultimately  dis- 
charge the  whole  of  the  liabilities. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL. 
Mr.  BEES  mored,  That  this  Bill  be  committed 
on  Thursday,  the  16th  instant ;  and  said  that 
when  he  obtained  leare  to  introduce  it  about  two 
months  ago  it  was  fairlr  discussed  and  favourably 
eonsidered.  It  simply  nad  for  its  object  to  enable 
KaiiTes  to  reooTcr  rent  from  Europeans,  and  to 
enable  the  Europeans  to  pay  their  rent  to  the 
Natives  in  specified  sums,  so  that  they  might  not 
have  to  pay  it  over  again.  He  had  taken  occa- 
sion to  state  to  the  House  the  position  of  Native 
titles  under  "The  Native  Lands  Act,  1867"  and 
"The  Native  Lands  Act,  1873,"  which  seemed  to 
his  mind  to  render  it  necessary  that  some  such 
Bill  as  this  should  be  introduced.  The  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time  after  discussion,  and  was  then 
referred  to  the  NatiTC  Afihirs  Committee.  He 
attended  the  meetings  of  that  Committee  by  in- 
vitation, and,  as  &r  as  he  could  judee,  the  measure 
met  vrith  the  favourable  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee. Afterwards,  however,  a  report  was  brought 
op  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  (Mr. 
Biyce),  in  which  the  Committee  came  to  a  deci- 
•ion  dbat,  as  the  matter  was  one  which  ought  to 
Ibrm  part  of  a  general  measure  dealing  with  the 
important  subject  of  Native  lands,  and  as  that 
•object  should  be  considered  as  a  whole,  and 
•ome  £resh  law  passed  incorporating  only  so  much 
of  the  old  law  as  would  make  the  new  workable, 
it  would  not  be  well  to  deal  piecemeal  with  the 
•object,  and  therefore  it  might  be  better  not  to 
•o  on  with  this  measure.  The  only  objection,  as 
far  as  he  knew,  that  had  been  raised  to  the  Bill 
by  any  persons  interested  in  the  matter,  whether 
by  European  or  Native,  was  raised  by  the  chief 
Ttenata  Benata  was  a  well-known  chief  residing 
in  Hawke's  Bay,  a  man  who,  personally  and  by 
hie  connection  with  various  other  kapus,  was 
fart  owner  or  whole  owner  of  large  blocks  of  land 
m  that  province.  He  represented  that  if  this 
Bill  were  passed  it  would  take  away  from  the 
large  owners  of  different  blocks  theur  power  to 
recover  the  right  portion  of  the  rent  which  was 
due  to  them,  because  it  enabled  the  Native 
grantees  to  demand,  and  the  Euroi>ean  to  pay  to 
•aefa  of  such  grantees,  an  equal  portion  of  the  rent 
until  the  relative  portions  of  each  were  defined  by 
the  Native  Land  Courts.  The  Bill  did  not  open 
ap  that  qoestion  at  alL  It  left  untouched  the 
consideration  of  all  questions  in  which,  by  agree- 
ment amongst  themselves,  the  Natives  had  decided 
on  a  definite  portion  of  the  land  as  belonging  to 
eaeh  of  them,  and  also  where  agreements  had  been 
made  by  Soiopeans  that  they  should  pay  to  one 
or  more  of  the  Native  grantees  on  the  part  of  the 
wiwlo.    Thenhte,  when  any  agr«emen^  had  been 


entered  into  between  the  Natiyes  themselves  or 
between  Europeans  and  Natives,  that  agreement 
would  be  left  untouched.  If  the  Bill  were  com- 
mitted as  he  proposed,  these  objections  might  be 
heard ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  feeling  of 
the  House  was  that  the  Bill,  being  a  part  of 
another  and  larger  measure  which  would  nave  to 
be  introduced  next  session  to  deal  with  Native 
lands — a  subject  which  required  much  studious 
care — should  be  postponed  until  next  session,  he 
would  not  press  his  motion,  especially  when  ho 
considered  that  the  session  was  so  very  late  that 
it  was  inadvisable  now  to  add  any  Orders  to  tho 
Order  Paper  except  such  as  were  absolutely 
necessary.  He  moyed  this  motion  not  so  mncn 
for  the  purpose  of  pressing  the  Bill  on  as  to  ex- 
plain the  reason  why  the  Native  Affairs  Commit- 
tee recommended  that  it  should  not  be  pressed. 
As  he  had  introduced  the  Bill,  he  did  not  like  to 
let  it  drop  without  giving  the  reasons  why  he  did 
not  press  it  upon  the  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  present  during  the 
sittings  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  when 
the  Bill  was  considered,  and  might  say  that  the 
way  in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
introduced  it  argued  the  question  before  the 
Committee  showed  that  he  was  only  desirous  to 
do  what  was  beneficial  to  both  races.  Unfortu- 
nately he  (Captain  Bussell)  was  not  present  when 
the  report  was  drawn  up;  but  he  thoroughly 
concurred  in  that  report.  He  had  armed  him-* 
self  with  certain  reasons  why  the  Bill  should 
be  postponed,  but,  as  he  understood  that  it  was 
not  the  wish  of  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East  to  press  it,  he  would  not  so  into 
those  reasons.  He  would  merely  say  that  ne  had 
received  seyeral  telegrams  from  Natives  on  the 
subject — one  from  Kenata,  who  had  got  it  into 
his  head,  whether  riffhtly  or  wrongly,  that  the 
Bill  if  passed  would  miure  him.  The  next  tele- 
gram he  received  was  from  Benata  and  Tareha; 
and  he  had  since  heard  that  a  petition  was 
beine  got  up  by  thirteen  of  the  leaoine  chiefs  in 
Hawke's  Bay,  praying  that  the  Bill  should  not 
be  passed.  He  thought  himself  that  the  argu" 
ments  which  were  urged  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  had  a 
great  deal  of  fofce  in  them.  It  was  necessary 
that  something  should  be  done  to  enable  the 
Natives  to  take  proceedings  when  the  rent  was 
not  paid  or  was  paid  wrongly.  As,  however,  it 
would  be  well  to  consider  the  whole  of  the  nub^ 
ject  next  session,  he  would  move,  That  the  Bill 
be  committed  that  day  three  months,  unless  the 
honorable  eentleman  should  prefer  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BEES  would  prefer  that  the  matter 
should  be  decided  on  the  voices.  He  did  not 
wish  to  push  the  Bill,  but  would  sooner  the 
House  took  the  responsibility  of  postponing  it 
than  that  he  who  had  introduced  it  should  after* 
wards  allow  it  to  dron. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  bo 
committed  that  day  three  months. 

COUNTY  AND  MUNICIPAL  ENDOW- 
MENTS. 
Mr.  MUBBAT,  in  moving  the  motion  stand" 
ing  in  his  name,  laid  it  wao  probably  rathmr 
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l»te  in  the  sesaion  to  introduce  a  qaestion  of  such 
importance,  but  it  would  serre  to  ventilate  the 
Bubjecti  and  would  probably  induce  tlie  Govem- 
ment  during  the  recess  to  demise  a  general  sys- 
tem of  policj  to  provide  endowments  from  the 
public  estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  counties  and 
the  muuicipalitiee  throughout  the  colony.  Thej 
were  promised,  as  one  of  the  results  of  Abolition, 
that  the  counties  would  receive  substantial  en- 
dowments; but  that  promise  had  not  yet  been 
carried  out.  The  substantial  endowments  were 
taken  from  the  taxation  of  the  people,  taxation 
which  was  raised  from  the  great  bulk  of  the 
population  to  bo  given  to  the  owners  of  property; 
and,  generally  speaking,  money  raised  in  such  a 
way  was  not  very  wisely  expended.  It  was  part 
of  the  policy  introduced  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  to 
allow  the  House  to  get  the  control  of  the  largest 
poesible  amount  of  money,  and  then  to  dole  it 
out  to  the  constituencies.  Thus,  instead  of  giving 
the  people  a  real  system  of  local  government, 
they  were  made  pensioners  of  the  central  au- 
thority. That  was  the  system  he  wished  to  see 
avoided.  He  wished  to  see  a  system  adopted 
whjch  would  provide  a  means  by  which  the  local 
bodies  would  be  subsidized  with  permanently  sub- 
stantial endowments,  leaving  them  to  secure  their 
own  progress  by  the  economic  management  of 
those  endowments.    Some  time  ago  a  motion  was 

g laced  on  the  Paper  by  the  honorable  member 
>r  Waikaia,  who  asked  what  provision  had  been 
made  for  the  maintenance  of  the  main  roads  in 
the  various  counties.  They  had  since  had  very 
important  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  some  such 
provision  being  made.  The  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Marsden,  which  was  agreed  to 
that  afternoon,  also  pointed  to  the  necessity  for 
the  adoption  of  some  systematic  and  oomprehen- 
sive  plan  by  which  these  local  bodies  might  bo 
placed  in  funds  to  meet  their  own  local  require- 
ments. The  Parliament  had  now  the  control  of 
a  verr  large  and  valuable  public  estate,  and  it 
would  act  wisely  in  setting  apart  some  substan- 
tial endowments,  out  of  which  those  who  came 
after  them  would  be  able  to  provide  the  means 
for  the  maintenaooe  of  hospitals  and  other  chari- 
table institutions.  By  doing  so  they  would  erect 
a  lasting  monument  which  would  reflect  credit- 
ably upon  themselves.  If  they  sacrificed  the  pubUo 
•state  future  generations  would  curse  the  prodigal 
father  who  squandered  their  patrimony.  It  might 
be  said  that  in  making  these  endowments  they 
would  be  locking  up  a  large  area  of  land  which 
might  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  used  for  various 
public  purposes ;  but  he  maintained  that  the  public 
•state  could  not  be  more  beneficially  utilized  than 
by  setting  apart  a  reasonable  proportion  of  it  as 
•ndowments  for  local  bodies.  It  might  be  said, 
also,  that  b^  so  disposing  of  the  public  estate  the 
public  creditor  woiud  be  depriyed  of  his  security ; 
but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  proceeds 
derivable  from  the  whole  of  the  public  lands  of 
Ghreat  Britain  only  amounted  to  £350,000  a  year, 
and  it  was  not  the  security  of  that  paltry  property 
that  enabled  Great  Britain  to  borrow  £800,000,000 
of  money.  Handing  over  the  land  as  endow- 
ments for  public  bvKties  was  not  carting  it  into 
the  sea.  Tne  land  still  remained  as  security  to 
ibr,  Murray 


the  public  creditor ;  but  the  sooner  it  passed  into 
the  iiauds  of  public  bodies  the  sooner  it  would 
pass  into  profitable  oecupation.    As  long  as  ihs 
lands  remained  in   the  possession  of  the  Ststs 
they  would  be  a  source  of  trouble  in  that  Hoots, 
and  the  Government  would  be  induced  to  desl 
with  them  in  a  way  which  was  not  consistent 
with  Parliamentary  independence.      This  pro- 
posal would  get  rid  of  the  claims  which  were 
continually  forced  upon  the  Legislature  by  ths 
local  bodies.    By  giving  them  really  substantisl 
endowmente,  the  local  l>odies  would  not  requirs 
to  come  up  for  their  annual  dole  to  enable  them 
to  provide  for  tlieir  local  works,  and  the  prophecy 
of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  would  be  realized 
— the   formation  of  roads,  bridges,  and   other 
provincial  works  would  never  be  heard  of  in  that 
House,  '*  except  by  way  of  congratulation."  If  ths 
motion  were  carried  to  its  legitimate  i«sus  the 
local  bodies  would  be  in  a  position  to  constroot 
their  own  works ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
were  improvident,  as  they  made  their  beds  so 
they  would  bare  to  lie  on  them.    If  they  were  left 
to  control  their  own  private  aflairs,  he  was  satis- 
fied that  the  money  would  be  much  more  wisely 
spent  than  it  would  be  by  the  General  Legislature. 
Under  clause  850  and  the  following  dauses  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  last  year,  it  was 
competent  to  grant  endowments  to  the  extent  of 
2,000  acres  to  local  bodies ;  but  no  allowance  was 
made  for  difierence  in  population.    The  seomd 
part  of  the  motion  provided  that  the  endowments 
for  municipalities  should  be  made  in  propor- 
tion to  population.     By  that  means  the  luger 
municipalities,  which  had  greater  claims  upon 
the  colonial  funds,  would  get  larger  endowmentflb 
and  the  smaller  towns,  which  were  at  present 
precluded  from  receiving  any  endowment,  would 
get  some  advantage  as  its  share  of  the  publie 
estate.    This   proposal  would  not  initiate  any 
new  system.     A  similar  system  was  already  in 
operation  in  Victoria,  and  in  the  United  States. 
Amonest  the  returns  furnished  by  the  chief  offi- 
cers of  departments  of  the  Government  serrioes  in 
America  he  found  a  statement  made  by  the  Com- 
missioner-General of  the  Land  Ofiice  to  the  efftet 
that  most  of  the  towns  at  present  being  laid  oat 
contained  on  the  ayerage  16,000  to  23,000  acres. 
The  lands  outside  the  town  not  beinff  required 
for  building  purposes,  or  for  township  hmds,  wers 
set  aside  as  endowments  specially  for  the  benefit 
of  the  towns.    Although  there  was  no  general 
system  in  Victoria,  a  considerable  extent  of  land 
had  been  set  apart  as  endowments  for  munici- 
palities.   Ballarat  had  a  very  large  endowment, 
which  was  productive  of  very  great  advantage  to 
the  people  of  that  city.    The  amount  of  land  set 
apart  in  the  United  States  as  endowments  for 
tovms  was  6,221,000  acres.    Relatively  the  posi- 
tions of  America  and  New  Zealand  were  analo- 
gous, for,  although  the  populi^n  of  America  was 
much  greater  than  tlu^  of  New  Zealand,  its  ex- 
tent of  public  lands  was  also  greater,  so  that  the 
{>opulation  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  public 
ands  was  about  the  same  in  both  cases.    There- 
fore they  would  act  wisely  in  following  the  ex- 
ample of  the  United  States.    It  would  be  fooUtbi 
with  the  publio  estate  they  bad  at  t^teir  dispissMi 
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not  to  make  proTision  for  those  who  were  to 
oome  after  them.  When  they  considered  the 
enormous  claims  that  were  made  on  the  mnnici* 
paliUes  for  the  means  to  carry  out  sanitary  works, 
water  supply,  drainage  schemes,  and  other  mea- 
sures to  proTide  for  the  general  health  of  the 
people,  it  would  he  admitted  that  the  hurdens 
upon  them  were  greater  than  they  could  possibly 
bear.  The  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers would  bear  him  out  when  he  said  that, 
although  the  City  of  Dnnedin  was  largely  en- 
dowed, iU  burdens  were  rery  heary,  ana  would 
become  much  more  heary  as  the  population  be- 
came more  dense.  He  regretted  that  he  had 
not  had  time  to  get  up  the  subject,  so  as  to 
do  that  justice  to  it  wnich  its  importance  de- 
manded, but  his  time  had  been  so  fully  occu- 
pied in  attendance  on  Committees  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  give  to  it  the  full  considera- 
tion it  deserred.  HoweTcr,  the  motion  would 
call  attention  to  it,  and,  although  the  result  could 
not  take  any  tangible  form  this  session,  he  hoped 
the  Government  would,  during  the  recess,  take 
the  matter  into  consideration  with  the  view  to 
bringing  down  a  Bill  next  session  by  which  the 
system  of  reserres  misht  be  dealt  with  in  some 
comprehensiTe  way.  ft  was  most  disheartening 
to  witness  the  constant  scramblins  in  that  House 
for  endowments  for  harbours,  atnensums,  com- 
monages, and  every  other  description  of  public 
institution  that  could  possibly  be  imagined.  It 
was  necessary  that  they  should  all  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing.  As  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Bowe)  said,  they  should  all 
•tart  fair.  There  were  districts  which,  by  their 
unfortunate  disadvantages,  had  not  a  large  extent 
of  Crown  lands  at  their  disposal.  They  were 
poor,  and  their  poverty  impelled  them  to  make 
claims  upon  the  House ;  but  their  demands  were 
not  always  corresponding  to  their  necessities,  and 
ife  was  not  those  who  clamoured  the  loudest  who 
should  receive  the  largest  share  of  considera- 
tion. They  should  all  be  put  in  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  would  reserve  any  further  remarks  he 
had  to  make  until  he  made  his  reply  upon  the 
discussion.  He  trusted  that,  without  any  un- 
necessary delay,  honorable  members  would  agree 
to  the  ree<dntions  of  which  he  had  given  notice. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  (1.) 
That  each  county  in  New  Zealand  should  have 
a  permanent  in^enable  endowment  of  Crown 
lauds,  in  proportion  to  the  area  of  such  county, 
and  the  endowment,  where  possible,  to  be  within 
the  county.  (2.)  That  each  municipality  in 
New  Zealand  should  have  a  permanent  inalien- 
able endowment  of  public  lands,  in  proportion 
to  population,  and  the  endowment,  where  avail- 
able, to  be  within  the  municipality."  —  (Mr. 
Murrajf.) 

Mr.  O'RORKB  thought  it  right  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  a  branch  of  the  subject  which  was  worthy 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  It  was  in  the 
knowledge  of  honorable  members  that  in  passing 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  last  session  pro- 
Tision was  made  by  which  municipalities  might 
acquire  endowments  outside  their  boundaries. 
He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  the  whole  question 
nam ;  boi  he  thooght  that  as  a  rule  the  endow- 


ments should  be  as  nearly  as  possible  within  the 
specific  boundaries  of  the  municipalities.  What 
he  wished  to  draw  attention  to  was  the  manner 
in  which  that  clause  of  the  Bill  had  been  acted 
upon.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal  in  the  House 
of  having  one  united  colony,  but  he  believed  that 
underneath  that  cnr  there  was  a  desire,  on  the 
part  of  some  who  clamoured  loudly  for  unity,  to 
absorb  as  much  of  the  public  estate  as  possible 
for  local  purfKMCS.  It  did  not  appear  to  hit 
mind  to  be  fair  that  the  members  lot  the  City 
of  Christchurch,  Messrs.  Richardson,  Stevens, 
and  Moorhouse,  could  obtain  for  their  borough 
2,000  acres  of  land,  not  within  the  town  boun- 
daries, but  amongst  the  fat  lands  of  Timam. 
The  honorable  member  for  Lyttelton  also  had 
no  difficulty  in  acquiring  for  lus  borough  2,000 
acres  of  fine  land  in  the  Ashbnrton  District; 
the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  also  could 
get  2,000  acres  of  land  for  his  borough;  and 
his  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Akaroa 
could  do  the  same.  It  struck  him  as  being  re- 
markably unfair  that  all  this  could  take  place 
without  the  knowledoe  of  the  House,  and  that, 
too,  after  the  House  had  prorogued  last  session ; 
and  yet,  when  he  asked  the  House  during  the 
session  for  a  small  jsndowment  within  the  muni- 
cipality which  he  represented,  he  was  debarred, 
by  a  practice  which  had  grown  up  in  the  House, 
from  bringing  the  matter  under  discussion. 
Unless  he  could  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Minis- 
try to  bring  it  under  discussion  the  House  could 
not  deal  with  it,  and  yet,  when  the  session  was 
over,  favoured  members  could  get  any  land  they 
wanted  for  their  constituencies.  He  held  that 
some  members  should  not  obtain  favours  of  this 
sort  while  others  were  excluded.  It  was  with  the 
view  of  having  the  matter  fully  considered  by 
the  House  at  some  future  period  that  he  would 
propose  the  following  addition  to  the  motion  — 
namely,  "  and  that  no  grants  under  '  The  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act,  1876,'  of  land  outside 
munioipid  boundaries  be  made  before  the  close  of 
next  session,  in  order  that  a  further  opportunity 
may  be  afforded  for  considering  the  endowment 
of  monicipalities  on  some  uniform  system."  He 
believed  that  some  of  the  Corporations  in  Can- 
terbury which  had  obtained  grants  of  land  were 
among  the  richest  in  the  country,  while  poorer 
municipalities  could  not  obtain  anything  at  alL 
He  was  in  fovour  of  giving  endowments  for  the 
construction  of  waterworks  and  public  undertak- 
ings of  that  sort,  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  de- 
sirable that  municipalities  should  have  princely 
estates  a  hundred  miles  off*.  He  did  not  more 
the  amendment  with  a  desire  to  interfere  with 
the  proposal  of  his  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Bruce:  in  fact,  it  was  quite  a  distinct  pro- 
posal, on  which  the  sense  of  the  House  could  be 
taken  apart  from  the  decision  on  the  main  quee- 
tion. 

Mr.  BURNS  did  not  object  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce,  because  the 
House  would  have  another  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  matter ;  but  he  did  object  to  the  ad- 
dition proposed  by  the  honourable  member  .for 
Onehunga.  The  House  last  year  passed  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act,  under  which  numbert 
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of  manicipalities  had  alreadj  been  formed,  and 
thej  had  been  looking  forward  to  getting  their 
endowments  under  that  Act.  He  did  not  thick 
it  would  be  fair  that  the  power  of  granting  those 
endowments  should  be  taken  awaj.  This  was  no 
new  thing.  There  was  scarcely  a  city  within  the 
colony  which  had  not  got  endowmenU  already, 
and  any  city  that  came  under  the  existing  Act 
would  set  the  endowments  they  were  entitled  to. 
It  womd  be  wise,  he  thought,  en  the  part  of  the 
House  to  reject  tlie  proposition  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Onehunga.  It  would  be  better  for 
the  House  at  once  to  say  that  it  would  hang  up 
the  whole  Act  for  a  year,  because  then  the  public 
would  know  what  they  were  about.  He  thought 
it  would  be  most  unfair,  after  hating  passed  the 
Act  and  allowed  many  municipalities  to  come 
underwits  proTisions,  to  deprive  these  municipali- 
ties of  the  right  of  obtaining  the  erants  of  land 
that  they  were  fully  entitled  to  under  the  present 
law.  It  was  natural  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Onehunga  should  feel  aggricTed  if  the  muni- 
cipalities in  his  district  could  not  obtain  the 
ffrants  of  land  to  which  they  were  justly  entitled, 
but  Uiere  could  be  no  doubt  that  any  city  or 
municipality  which  had  come  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  was  entitled  t^  claim  such  grants. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  pause  and  consider 
before  it  agreed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBT  wished  to  make  an 
alteration  in  the  original  motion.  He  desired  to 
excise  the  words  **  m  proportion  to  the  area  of 
•uoh  county "  from  the  first  part  of  the  motion. 
In  the  ProTincial  District  of  Canterbury,  from 
which  he  came,  there  were  seyeral  counties  of 
Tery  large  area,  and  some  of  the  land  within 
them  was  so  inferior  in  quality  that  it  was  of 
Tery  little  ralue.  Therefore  it  would  not  be  fair 
to  give  the  counties  endowments  in  proportion  to 
the  area  within  their  own  boundaries.  It  was 
not  fair  to  make  endowments  irrespective  of  the 
requiremente  of  a  district.  He  would  moTC,  That 
the  words  "in  proportion  to  the  area  of  such 
county  "  be  struck  out ;  and  he  would  have  a  few 
words  to  say  thereafter  respecting  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga. 
He  might  say  at  present  that  he  sympathized 
with  those  municipalities  which  had  sot  their  en- 
dowments under  the  Act,  and  he  did  not  beliere 
that  the  House  would  consent  so  to  deprire  them. 
He  thought,  however,  that  the  whole  Question  of 
iondowment^,  and  also  of  subsidies  paid  from  the 
consolidated  rerenue,  should  be  considered  next 
session.  At  the  present  time  the  City  of  Christ- 
church  was  absolutely  without  endowments  of 
anx  tort  except  the  2,000  acres  of  land  lately 
reeerred,  while  Auckhind,  Wellington,  and  Dun- 
edin  were  largely  endowed.  When  they  began 
to  consider  the  question  of  endowments  they 
would  hare  to  take  into  consideration  the  endow- 
ments which  were  already  held  by  some  munici- 
palities. It  miffht  be  considered  unfair  that  a 
municipality  which  was  already  largely  endowed 
by  reserves  of  land  should  have  the  same  amount 
of  subsidy  annually  from  the  consolidated  revenue 
aa  a  town  of  the  same  size  which  had  no  landed 
endowment.  He  was  of  opinion  tliat  it  would 
be  found  that  the  Corporations  in  the  Frovin- 
Mr.  Bmrm  ^ 


cial  District  of  Canterbury  were  very  lightly  en- 
dowed. A  very  large  question  had  been  opened 
up  by  this  motion,  and  it  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered at  some  future  time;  but  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  unjust  to  prevent  the  provisions  of  the 
law  from  heme  earned  out  in  those  cases  where 
municipalities  nad  been  formed  under  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act.  Christchurch  had  an 
endowment  of  2,000  acres  of  land,  which,  at  the 
outside,  would  bring  in  about  £400  a  year.  He 
did  not  think  that  that  was  a  proper  endowment 
for  a  city  of  that  size.  He  would  vote  against 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  memb^  for 
Onehunga. 

Mr.  STEVENS  intended  to  support  tlie  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce,  and  he 
did  eo  because  he  felt  convinced  that,  aJlhougli 
no  practical  action  might  come  of  it  immediate^, 
yet  it  pointed  in  the  direction  he  desired  to  go. 
He  agreed  very  much  with  what  the  honorable 
memW  for  Akaroa  had  said,  that  there  were 
cities  and  boroughs  which  were  absolutely  with- 
out any  endowment  except  the  2,000  acres  given 
to  each  municipality  by  the  Act  of  last  year ;  but 
the  principle  adopted  last  year  seemed  £sul^, 
inasmuch  as  every  borough,  without  reference  to 
its  size,  got  the  same  quantity  of  land.  That 
he  considered  to  be  very  rough  justice,  if  justice 
at  all.  Still,  so  far  as  reversing  the  action  of  last 
year  seemed  to  be  proposed,  he  could  not  con- 
sent to*  that.  The  question  opened  up  by  tbe 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  was  of  so  hirge  and 
important  a  character  that  he  had  been  rather 
surprised  to  hear  no  indication  given  by  tbe 
Government  of  the  view  they  tooa  of  the  mat- 
ter. The  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
finances  of  the  colony  must  be  aware  of  the  enor- 
mous drain  upon  the  land  revenue  for  these 
annual  aids  to  revenue  in  order  to  secure  some 
approximation  to  making  revenue  meet  expendi- 
ture ;  therefore  he  submitted  that  the  Government 
should,  before  the  discussion  closed,  give  the 
House  some  indication  of  what  were  their  feel- 
ings upon  the  subject.  It  was  far  too  large  a 
question  to  be  treated  as  an  ordinary  private 
member's  motion,  and  perhaps  his  hint  would  not 
be  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed.  He  should  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  going  much  further  than 
the  honorable  member  tor  Akaroa.  He  would 
say  point-blank  that  in  his  opinion  the  time  was 
rapidly  approaching,  if  it  had  not  already  arrived, 
when  the  subsidies  from  the  Consolidated  Fund 
to  these  local  bodies,  whether  to  the  municipali- 
ties or  to  counties,  must  be  resumed  by  the 
colony,  and  when  fixed  endowments  must  be 
given  from  the  landed  estate  as  part  of  that 
general  scheme  of  consolidatinff  tke  resources 
of  the  colony  which  could  not  be  much  longw 
escaped.  He  might  add  that  he  thought  that,  as 
this  question  entered  so  largely  into  and  so  im- 
mediately affected  the  financial  position  of  tbe 
colony  generally,  it  would  have  been  much  better 
taken  in  a  Budget  discussion.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  had  brought  forward  a  ques* 
tion  the  last  of  which  would  not  be  heard  Uiat 
day,  and  he  (Mr.  Stevens)  should  support  him  in 
the  position  he  took  up. 

Mir.    lilACANDBlfW  assured  the  honorable 
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gentlenmn  that  the  GoTernmeDt  tbax^ked  him  for 
the  hint;  but  it  was  not  necesiary,  for  it  bad 
been  arranged  that  the  Premier  should  express 
the  opinion  of  the  GoTeroment  on  the  question, 
which  no  doubt  he  would  do  before  the  debate 
ended.  He  might  add  that  he  hoped  the  amend- 
meut  of  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga 
would  not  be  pressed,  because  it  would  interfere 
with  certain  applications  which  had  been  granted, 
and  in  respect  of  which  the  lands  were  in  course 
of  being  handed  over.  He  thought  it  would  be 
wrong  to  interfere  with  these. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
€k>Temment  had  giren  the  matter  serious  con- 
sidoation,  and  he  quite  agreed  that  the  effect  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Onehunsa  would  be  a  great  injustice, 
if  passed.  But  he  was  not  sure  that  it  would 
hare  any  effect.  If  agreed  to,  it  would  become 
part  of  the  resolution,  and,  as  was  well  known, 
a  resolution  could  not  override  the  law.  And, 
if  any  grants  had  been  giren  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  stated,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  look  closely  into  the  matter,  for  neither  the 
late  nor  the  present  Ooremment  had  done  its 
duty.  The  law  required  that  the  proposed  grant 
should  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  and, 
if  both  Houses  did  not  pass  a  ^resolution  forbid- 
ding the  transaction,  then  the  municipality  would 
obtain  the  grant.  If  one  House  only  passed  a 
resolution,  it  would  haye  no  effect.  If,  therefore, 
these  grants,  or  proposed  grants,  had  not  been 
placed  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  the  law  had 
not  been  conformed  with.  One  reason  why  he 
hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to 
waa  this  :  He  himself  had  an  application  to  make. 
He  was  not  yet  in  a  position  to  send  it  in,  but 
would  be  in  a  few  days.  With  regard  to  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  to 
omit  some  few  words,  he  thought  it  adyisable  that 
those  words  should  not  be  omitted.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  stated,  and  it  was  well  known, 
that  there  was  in  some  counties  a  large  quantity 
of  almost  worthless  land,  and  therefore  it  mig|ht 
happen  that  the  endowment  might  be  of  an  in- 
ferior character.  It  mattered  not  what  was  the 
quality  of  the  land,  so  Ions  as  it  was  fturly  taken 
— the  principle  would  be  the  same. 

Mr.  BIOHABDSON  felt  bound  to  oppose  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  One- 
hunga, and  expressed  sorrow  that  that  honorable 
member  had  introduced  the  question  of  grants  in 
the  terms  in  which  he  had,  having  said,  amongst 
other  things,  that  it  was  only  a  favoured  few  who 
had  been  able  to  secure  this  endowment  The 
fact  was,  the  law  as  passed  last  session  was  open 
to  all,  axid  tlie  Christohurch  Borough  Council,  mi- 
med lately  on  the  passing  of  the  Act,  had  sent  in 
an  application,  and  the  land  was  granted.  He 
believed  that  municipality  was  one  of  the  poorest 
in  the  whole  country  so  far  as  endowments  were 
comoemed.  Except  this  2,000  acres,  which  it  bad 
obtained  owing  to  the  legislation  of  last  ression, 
it  had  nothing.  He  must  support  the  resolution, 
bat  most  vote  against  any  suspension  of  the  Act 
of  last  year. 

Mr.  WfllTAKEB  considered  the  amendment 
ol  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga  one  which 

VOL.  XXnL-17. 


should  be  adopted.  As  for  the  claims  of  the 
municipalities  which  had  sent  in  applications,  he 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Houve  to  the  par* 
ticular  terms  of  ''The  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  1876."  Claute  850,  which  gave  the  supposed 
right  to  obtain  these  reserves,  provided, — 

*'  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  in  Council, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Council  of  any  borough, 
from  time  to  time  to  reserve  any  of  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown  within  the  provincial  dititriot 
in  which  the  borough  is,  for  the  purpose  of  grant* 
ing  the  same  to  the  Corporation  of  the  borough ; 
but  the  total  quantity  of  land  so  granted  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  acres  of  land  within  the 
borough,  and  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  any 
other  pfu*t  of  such  district." 

By  that  the  lands  were  merely  set  apart ;  but 
what  followed  ?  l?he  next  clause  provided  that  a 
description  of  the  land  was  to  be  placed  before 
Parliament.    The  clause  said, — 

"  A  description  of  all  lands  so  reserved  shall 
be  laid  before  Parliament  during  its  next  session 
thereafter ;  and,  unless  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment by  resolution  express  their  disapproval 
thereof,  the  XSbvemor  may,  after  the  conclusion  of 
such  session,  grant  such  land  or  so  much  thereof 
as  he  thinks  fit  to  the  Corporation  of  the  borouffh 
in  trust,  either  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  borough,  or  as  sites  for  public 
buildings  or  other  speciiu  uses,  or  as  an  endow* 
ment  in  aid  of  the  lx>rough  funds.  But  if  any 
such  resolution  is  passed  by  both  Houses  the 
said  land  shall  cease  to  be  so  reserved." 

It  would  be  observed  that  the  Governor  was 
not  bound  to  make  the  reserve :  he  was  onlv  to  do 
it  if  he  thought  fit ;  so  that  he  (Mr.  Whitaker) 
could  not  see  that  at  present  any  of  these  Corpora- 
tions had  any  established  claim  whatever  to  the 
land  they  had  applied  for.  Special  power  was  given 
to  the  House  to  express  its  opinion  on  the  matter 
of  tbe  reservations,  and  he  thought  the  House 
should  now  avail  itself  of  its  right,  and  express 
the  opinion  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  left 
over  till  nexi  session,  to  be  dealt  with  then.  That 
decision  would  not  affect  the  cases  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Lands  had  spoken  of,  because  if  the 
reserves  were  made  at  once  they  could  not  be 
ratified  until  next  session.  As  to  the  manner  of 
granting  these  reserves,  there  ^d  not  appenr  to 
him  to  be  any  particular  rule  by  wliich  land 
should  be  granted.  It  must  be  conceded  that  the 
system  would  work  very  unequally.  The  Port  of 
Lyttelton  was  not  one- tenth  the  size  of  Christ- 
church,  yet  it  £|0t  1,500  acres ;  Christchurch  got 
2,000 ;  kaiapoi,  not  a  very  large  place,  got  its 
2,000;  and  Akaroa,  another  place  in  the  same 
category,  though  no  doubt  the  honorable  mem* 
bt-r  for  Akaroa  would  tell  tbem  it  was  a  very  im* 
portant  place,  got  its  2,000  acres.  Then  Oamani 
was  very  modest :  it  only  got  228  acres  and  2 
roods.  If  the  House  once  consented  to  ffive  to 
the  present  applicants  2,000  acres  of  land  each, 
how  could  they  refuse  to  give  the  same  quan- 
tity of  land  to  five  hundred  boroughs — if  there 
should  be  so  manv — throughout  New  Zealand? 
It  was  not  merely  a  question  of  granting  the 
acres  of  land  mentioned  in  the  return,  but  it 
was  a  question  of  endowing  tho  man/  Corpora- 
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tioDB  that  would  from  time  to  time  spring  up 
throughout  the  country.  He  did  not  wonder 
at  the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga  bringing 
tho  matter  forward,  because  it  eo  happened  that 
the  Borough  of  Onehunga  had  no  endowment 
of  anj  kind  whatever.  The  honorable  member 
brought  in  a  Bill  for  granting  an  endowment  of 
a  certain  piece  of  land,  situated  near  Onehunga, 
which  had  been  purchased  by  the  Government 
for  a  particular  purpose,  and  not  now  required, 
but  which  had  not  been  paid  for — ^but  the  Bill  was 
not  passed.  In  the  Proyince  of  Auckland  there 
were  not  many  Corporations,  but  in  the  Province 
of  Otago  there  were  a  large  number — some  thirty 
or  fortv.  Were  they  going  to  give  to  each  of 
those  Corporations  2,000  acres  of  land  as  an  en- 
dowment r  If  so,  he  did  not  see  how  they  could 
resist  appUcations  for  similar  endowments  to  other 
Corporations  elsewhere.  If  this  thing  was  going 
to  be  done,  let  all  the  Corporations  start  fair  and 
be  dealt  with  alike.  He  warned  the  House  that 
there  was  very  great  difficulty  about  the  matter, 
and  he  thought  it  should  be  fairly  and  fully  con- 
sidered before  any  of  those  endowments  were 
granted.  He  thought  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Ouehunga  was  perfectly 
fair,  as  it  would  allow  the  matter  to  stand  over 
until  next  session.  No  injivstice  could  possibly 
be  done  to  tho^e  who  had  already  made  applica- 
tions for  endowments  in  stating  that  their  appU- 
cations are  to  stand  over  as  they  are  subject  to 
the  revision  of  this  House.  They  would  be  sub- 
ject afterwards  also  to  the  option  of  the  Governor 
whether  the  endowments  should  be  granted  or 
not.  AW  that  they  now  should  do  was  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  the  matter  should  stand 
over  until  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly.  The 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  in- 
volved a  most  important  consideration.  It  in- 
volved the  dealing  with  a  very  large  quantity  of 
land,  and  if  they  had  not  a  certain  principle  to  go 
upon  in  granting  that  land  to  those  different  Cor- 
porations the  result  would  be  that  they  would 
find  themselves  in  very  oonoiderable  difficulty. 
Nothing  would  be  lost  by  allowing  the  matter 
to  stand  over,  and  no  injustice  could  possibly  be 
done,  because  they  could  not  demand  the  land  as 
a  nuitter  of  right.  It  was  left  to  the  option  of 
the  House  to  express  an  opinion,  and  to  the  op- 
tion of  the  Governor  to  give  the  land  afterwards. 
They  said  to  the  Governor,  "Do  not  grant  this 
land  until  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly,  when 
the  whole  mutter  shall  be  fairly  considered." 
The  House  might  either  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  desirable  to  grant  none  of  these  en- 
do  foments,  or,  if  they  agreed  that  they  should  be 
granted,  the  grant-s  should  be  made  without  anpr 
favour  to  one  body  or  another.  No  doubt  it 
was  very  desirable  that  the  House  should  come 
to  some  definite  conclusion  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  endowments  to  municipalities.  The 
matter  was  connected  with  the  question  of  sub- 
sidles — whether  they  should  continue  the  subsi- 
dies and  endowments,  whether  they  should  give 
both  or  either.  That  was  a  matter  of  considera- 
tion for  the  House,  and  he  thought  it  should 
not  commit  itself  hurriedly  to  a  decision  without 
giving  the  subject  further  consideration.  If  that 
Mr,  Whiiaker 


course  were  not  taken,  and  if  those  endowment! 
were  made,  the  House  would  be  absolutely  com- 
mit ting  itself  to  a  course  of  conduct  which  he  was 
eatisfi^  would  probably  be  found  to  be  most 
inconvenient.  It  the  original  resolution  were 
adopted,  he  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Onehunga  would  be  attached  to 
it,  in  order  that  the  matter  might  stand  over  for 
consideration  next  session. 

Mr.  O'BORKE  might  state  that  he  did  not 
even  get  the  two  roods  for  Onehunga.  The  only 
concession  he  got  was  that  there  might  be  a  road 
made  through  the  allotment. 

Sir  G.  GREY  wished  to  thank  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  for  having  brought  thia  sub- 
ject forward.  He  thought  the  examples  given 
them  by  other  countries  in  the  direction  of 
making  endowments  of  this  kind  justified  the 
Government  in  saying  that  they  would  bestow 
the  most  careful  consideration  on  the  subject 
during  the  recess ;  and  that  they  would  endeavour 
to  devise  a  measure  by  which  effect  might  be 
given  to  some  part  of  the  recommendations  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  bad  brought 
forward.  The  Gk>vernment  would  avail  them- 
selves of  any  information  on  the  subject  which 
the  honorable  member  would  place  at  their  dia- 
posal,  and  would  do  their  utmost  to  introduce  » 
measure  which  he  thought  might  be  of  a  very 
beneficial  character  ind^.  .What  the  Govern- 
ment felt  on  the  subject  generally  was,  that  they 
should  endeavour  to  make  the  institutions  now  in 
existence  as  far  as  possible  successful,  and  enaUe 
them  to  work  well  for  the  happiness  and  welfiue 
of  the  community.  He  thought  the  plan  pro- 
posed was  one  admirable  means  by  which  iber 
might  endeavour  to  bring  that  about.  He  could 
promise  that  the  Gt>vemment  would  do  their 
utmost  to  introduce  a  measure  next  session  bear- 
ing upon  this  subject,  and,  to  such  extent  as  could 
be  done,  give  eflect  to  the  recommendations  em* 
bodied  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  thought  that  an  injuatice 
might  be  done  to  certain  portions  of  the  colony 
by  the  adoption  of  a  cast-iron  rule.  If  the  reso- 
lution of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  were 
carried  it  would  work  extremely  unevenly,  and  in 
some  cases  unjastly.  The  borough  which  he  (Mr. 
Moorhouse)  represented  had  sustained  a  great 
injustice  at  the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Council 
of  Canterbury  a  very  great  many  years  ago.  l%e 
early  settlers  of  Canterbury  had  invested  their 
money  in  the  purchase  of  town  land  upon  a  dis- 
tinct understanding,  upon  an  agreement  as  solemn 
as  could  be  expressed.  When  the  City  of  Christ- 
church  was  first  laid  out,  the  inducement  hdd 
out  to  the  early  settlers  to  buy  sections  of  land 
was  that  the  town  should  have  for  its  endowment 
a  grant  of  land  more  than  equal  the  sise  of  the 
city  itself.  That  was  the  inducement  held  out  bj 
the  Canterbury  Association,  which  was  supreme 
in  those  days.  The  land  that  was  to  be  granted 
as  an  endowment  was  at  present  nearly  equal  in 
value  to  the  original  township.  Mr.  FitsG^rald, 
his  predecessor  in  the  office  of  Superintendent,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  Canterbury  Association  of 
the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  made,  propounded 
a  scheme  for  selling,  this  town  land,  and  so  re- 
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Serins  the  sefctlera  generallj  of  the  debt.  He 
(Bir.  Moorhouse)  alwajs  entertained  the  idea  tliat, 
from  whatever  point  they  viewed  that  proposal, 
it  was  extremely  imprudent.  Proposals  were 
made  twenty  years  ago,  in  order  to  balance  the 
accounts,  to  make  endowments  of  country  land 
equivalent  in  value  to  those  that  were  taken  from 
the  city.  The  ctty  had  only  a  very  minor  voice 
in  the  Provincial  Council,  and  the  representatives 
of  the  outlying  districts  disregardea  any  repre- 
sentations made  to  them,  and  consequently  an 
injustice  was  done.  The  obvious  reason  for  grant- 
ing the  original  endowment  was  this :  that  the 
City  of  Chnstchuroh  was  situated  in  a  very  flat 
ooontry  indeed,  and  at  a  very  slight  elevation 
above  the  sea.  It  was  exceedingly  difficult  to 
drain,  and  at  the  time  referred  to  there  was  no . 
water  supply,  except  at  very  enormous  expense, 
lor  flashing  any  drains  constructed  for  the  health 
of  the  city;  and,  in  the  minds  of  the  original 
founders  of  the  settlement,  it  was  considered 
thai  an  exceptional  endowment  should  be  made 
in  order  to  relieve  the  citizens,  in  their  early 
•Iragglee,  of  the  enormous  and  extraordinary 
expense  of  organizing  a  town  in  such  a  place. 
That  was  evidently  the  object  in  the  minds  of 
thoee  who  founded  the  settlement.  Appeal  after 
ftppeml  had  been  made  to  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature for  compensation  for  the  wrong  that  hod 
been  inflicted  upon  the  city.  He  now  appealed 
to  the  House  for  redress  in  this  matter.  There 
wat  already  a  reserve  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of 
the  City  of  Christchurch  to  the  extent  of  2,000 
araee ;  but  that  was  a  ridiculous  compensation 
lor  the  extent  of  the  loss  which  the  people  of 
Chriatchuroh  had  sustained,  and  for  the  sacri- 
fice which  they  made  of  their  estate  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  colony.  It  was  well  known  by  those 
who  were  ac^u&inted  with  that  portion  of  the 
colony  that  any  proposal  to  take  a  drain  through 
Christchurch  would  involve  an  expense  greater 
than  would'  be  incurred  for  the  same  purpose 
in  any  other  town  in  Now  Zealand.  The  amount 
of  debt  which  had  been  thrown  upon  the  city, 
and  the  responsibility  which  had  been  contracted 
by  the  ratepayers  consequent  upon  necessary  dis- 
bnrsements,  had  no  parallel  in  the  Colony  of 
Kew  Zealand.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the 
Noposal  of  his  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Onehunga  was  eminently  unjust  as  regarded 
Christchurch,  however  fully  that  honorable 
gentleman's  argument  might  be  supported  by 
the  general  condition  of  the  colony.  Having 
made  reference  specially  to  Christchurch,  he 
contended  that  it  would  be  eminently  unjust  to 
deprive  the  city  of  the  possession  of  a  palt]^ 
endowment  which  it  had  received  under  the 
law,  in  common  with  other  Corporations,  to  com- 
pensate it  for  the  spoliation  which  had  been 
eommitted  twenty  years  ago.  Wlmtever  action 
the  House  might  take,  he  hoped  it  would  not 
deprive  Christchurch  of  the  paltry  assistance 
that  would  be  affbrded  to  it  by  this  endow- 
ment, which,  as  he  understood,  although  set 
aside,  was  not  Crown-granted.  If  that  endow- 
ment had  been  given  to  the  city  which  was  ori- 
finally  intended,  it  would  have  been  worth  a 
frhffUfMH^   tirne^    at    much   at  -  any  endowment 


that  had  been  given  to  almost  any  other  city 
in  the  colony.  There  was  now  no  land  in  the 
shape  of  an  endowment  in  the  Citv  of  Christ- 
church, because,  by  the  action  of  the  Houve  a 
few  days  previously,  the  Corporation  had  been 
deprived  of  the  use,  for  any  material  or  mercan- 
tile purposes,  of  all  the  unsold  lands  in  the  city. 
If  the  Corporation  had  been  left  alone,  they 
would  have  had  sufficient  good  taste  and  provi- 
dence to  have  left  these  things  unencumbered 
by  anything  which  would  interfere  with  the 
health  of  the  people  of  Christchurch  ;  but  the 
House  in  its  wisdom  had  thought  it  right  to  take 
into  its  own  bands  the  profitable  use  of  the  land, 
and  deprive  the  Corporation  of  it.  There  were 
now  no  reserves  in  the  city  for  the  use  of  its  in- 
habitants. Every  reserve  had  gone  from  them 
for  the  use  and  in  the  interest  of  the  colony.  If 
the  House  believed  the  representations  he  had 
made  of  the  case  of  Christchurch,  it  should  be 
exceedingly  ashamed  of  raising  its  hand  to  de- 
prive the  city  of  the  very  slight  endowment  it 
believed  it  now  enjoyed  under  the  law.  The 
Crown  grant  for  the  2,000  acres  which  had  been 
set  aside  ought  to  issue,  and  until  that  measure 
of  justice  was  conceded  he  would  never  cease  to 
demand  it.  There  was  no  parallel  in  the  colony 
of  endowments  made  by  its  founders  so  ample  as 
those  for  Christchurch,  and  if  the  trust  had  only 
been  carried  out  the  income  from  those  endow- 
ments would  have  been  employed  in  relieving  the 
necessarily  heavy  burdens  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  and  the  pressure  consequent  upon 
the  topographical  condition  of  the  city  and  its 
neighbourhood.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
hesitate  before  it  affirmed  a  resolution  which 
would  have  the  efieot  of  denying  to  his  consti- 
tuents what  they  were  eminently  entitled  to. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  that  the  course  taken  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Onehunga  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  very  unfortunate  one  in  dealing  with 
a  matter  of  this  sort.  These  reserves  had  been 
conditionally  made  under  the  350th  clause  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  in  the  351st 
clause  there  was  a  special  provision  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  temporary  reserves  should  be 
dealt  with  bv  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature. 
It  was,  therefore,  not  fair  to  raise  the  question  of 
whether  these  reserves  should  be  coofinned  or 
not  by  way  of  amendment,  suddenly  introduced, 
on  a  resolution  which  dealt  with  reserves  of  a 
totally  different  character  from  those  provided 
for  under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  The 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  said 
the  reserve  of  2,000  acres  was  quite  inadequate 
for  the  City  of  Christchurch.  In  that  he  agreed 
with  the  honorable  gentleman.  That  town 
had  beeu  deprived  of  its  original  reserves  with- 
out receiving  any  adequate  compensation.  The 
amount  reserved  was  small  enough  for  smaller 
towns.  He  thought  that,  if  the  question  was  to 
be  approached  by  the  Legislature,  it  should  be 
done  by  way  of  moving  for  a  Committee,  so  that 
any  one  who  objected  to  the  reserves  which  had 
been  temporarily  made  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  submitting  and  obtaining  evidence  on  the 
subject,  and  so  that  the  Committee  might  inquire 
into  the  special  circumstances  of  the  different 
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towns  affected.  He  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to 
tack  to  eucli  a  resolution  as  that  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  an  amendment  which  might  be 
held  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  clause  351  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  but  which,  while  it 
fulfilled  those  conditions  in  the  letter,  certainly 
would  not  do  so  in  the  spirit  of  the  Act.  The 
erident  meaning  of  the  Act  was  that  the  reserres 
should  be  made  temporarily ;  that  the  House 
should  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  each 
separately,  and  confirm  them  or  refuse  them 
according  as  it  might  be  found  most  conyenient 
in  each  particular  case  —  then  the  Government 
would  make  such  reserrations  as  were  necessary 
under  the  circumstances :  whereas  if  this  reso- 
lution were  passed  it  would  be  a  refusal  of  the 
reserves  that  had  been  made,  without  any  re- 
gard being 'paid  to  the  particular  circumstances  ; 
and  that  would  lead  to  very  serious  damage  to 
different  boroughs,  seeing  that  land  sales  were 
going  on  throughout  the  country,  and  that  the 
towns  would  not  be  in  the  same  position  again  as 
they  were  in  this  year.  His  constituents  were 
interested  in  this  question,  because  a  reserre 
had  been  made  for  the  Town  of  Eaiapoi,  and 
he  claimed  a  right  to  give  evidence  on  the 
subject  before  a  Committee,  before  the  House 
dealt  with  the  question  in  this  general  and  sum- 
mary manner.  He  might  say  that  they  had 
no  endowments  of  any  kind  in  that  borough, 
although  they  had  a  very  large  expenditure 
thrown  upon  them  owing  to  having  a  navigable 
river  running  through  the  town.  There  was 
scarcely  any  similar  case  in  the  country,  for  in 
other  places  where  there  was  a  navigable  river 
running  through  the  town  there  were  either 
harbour  endowments  or  other  endowments  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  river  ;  whereas  at 
Kaiapoi  there  were  no  means  of  doing  so  except 
out  of  rates.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  moved  the  amendment  would  see  that  it  was 
not  the  right  way  to  raise  the  question,  and  that 
any  objection  which  an  honorable  member  might 
have  to  any  reserve  temporarily  made  would  be 
raised  and  considered  on  its  merits  by  both 
Houses.  . 

Mr.  BUBnS  thought  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Waikato  were  qvdie 
uncalled  for.  That  honorable  gentleman  had 
carried  the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill  through 
last  session :  why  did  he  not  find  out  the  objec- 
tions to  its  provisions  then,  instead  of  raising  them 
now  ?  Coming  from  a  gentleman  of  the  honorable 
member's  weU-known  legal  ability,  of  course  his 
opinions  would  have  very  great  weight  with  the 
House;  and  he  could  not  nelp  saying  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  might  have  discovered  the 
mistake  last  year,  and  kept  the  House  right,  and 
should  not  come  down  now  after  action  had  been 
taken  under  the  Act,  and  attempt,  by  what 
might  be  called  a  side-wind,  to  upset  a  portion 
of  the  law.  Of  course  the  only  way  to  proceed 
under  the  law  would  be  to  object  by  resolution 
to  endowments  as  laid  before  the  House.  Great 
•tress  seemed  to  have  been  laid  upon  these  endow- 
ments not  being  within  the  boundaries  of  the  pro- 
posed boroughs.  He  could  give  an  instance  of  a 
Dorough  that  had  within  its  l^undaries  an  endow* 
Mr.  Bopftn 


ment  belonging  to  another  borough;  and,  as  far 
as  he  could  read  the  Act,  the  borough  in  which  it 
was  situated  could  not  even  obtain  rates  from  ths 
property  under  the  existing  state  of  things.  That 
seemed  to  be  even  a  harder  case  than  the  pro- 
posal to  give  a  borough  Crown  lands  outside  its 
Qwn  boundaries.  There  was  no  borough  that  he 
knew  of  that  would  be  able  to  get  such  Groim 
lands  now. '  Bunedin  was  certainly  in  a  different 
position  from  many  other  boroughs,  owing  to  the 
foresight  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  province, 
who  set  aside  endowments,  and  the  city  got  pos- 
session of  them  through  the  action  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Council.  He  did  not  agree  with  ths 
action  of  the  Provincial  Council ;  but  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  —  he  did  not 
wish  to  upset  what  had  been  done  in  aooordanoe 
with  law.  Bunedin  had  an  endowment  msav 
miles  outside  its  own  boundaries,  and  a  veiy  ri^ 
endowment  it  had  become,  owing  to  the  rise  in 
the  value  of  property.  Wliy  should  the  House 
now,  after  passing  the  Act  of  last  session,  which 
allowed  certain  action  to  be  taken,  attempt  to  pre- 
vent these  boroughs  from  getting  what  they  were 
legally  entitled  to  under  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act  ?  Reservations  had  been  made  for  other 
boroughs.  For  instance,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  draw  a  comparison  between  other  boroughi 
and  Oamaru,  which  was  undoubtedly  veiylar^v 
endowed  ;  but  the  comparison  did  not  h(^d  good, 
because  the  endowments  had  been  made  by  the 
Provincial  Council.  Therefore  that  did  not  show 
that  any  special  favour  had  been  shown  to  that 
borough,  and  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikato  consequently  did  not  bear  upon 
the  question.  The  law  as  it  stood  was  perhspi 
a  little  too  rigid,  but,  if  the  House  wanted  to 
approach  the  subject  fairly,  it  should  do  so  by 
amending  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and 
not  by  a  side-wind.  With  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  he 
admitted  that  there  was  something  unfair  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  honorable  memoer  for  Brace. 
Why  shoidd  the  area  of  a  county  and  the  popu- 
lation of  a  borough  be  taken?  There  were  no 
doubt  counties,  such  as  Wallace  and  Tlncent, 
which  were  of  large  area  but  comparatively  small 
population ;  but  mere  were  other  counties  with 
large  populations,  whose  claims  should  be  con- 
sidered in  this  matter. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  i^ 
rived,  Mr.  Spbakbb  left  the  chair. 

HOTTSE   BBSUXBD. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-ptat 
seven  o'clock. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  ENDOWMENT  BILL 
Mr.  KELLY,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  had  been  introduced  in  con- 
sequence of  a  report  made  last  session  by  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  recommending  that 
certein  reserves  in  New  Plymouth  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  Town  dommiasioners.  Al* 
though  the  town  of  New  Plymouth  had  been 
large^  endowed  with  reserves  by  the  New  Zea- 
land Company,  yet,  owing  to  various  causes,  it  had 
been  deprived  of  the  whole  of  tho«e  endowmeoti. 
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There  were  certain  lands  set  apart  as  military 
reserres,  and,  as  those  reserves  were  now  no 
longer  required,  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
recommended  that  they  should  be  yested  in  the 
Borough  Council.  The  Bill  had  been  introduced 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  with  the  riew  of  doing  some  justice 
to  the  town. 

Mr.  GISBOBKB  wished  to  know  whether  the 
late  Gk>Temment  approTed  of  these  military  re- 
•erres  being  rested  in  the  hands  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  New  Plymouth. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  that  he  understood  the  late 
Oovemment  would  have  carried  out  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  pressure  of  public  business. 

Mr.  WHITA&EB  said  that  the  late  GbTom- 
ment  would  not  have  consented  to  the  handing 
orer  of  the  whole  of  these  reserres  to  the  Borough 
Coundl  of  New  Plymouth. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  said  that,  although,  happily, 
New  Plymouth  was  now  exempt  mm  Native 
disturbances,  it  might  at  some  future  time  be 
■ubject  to  them,  and  these  military  reserves 
might  be  required  for  defence  purposes.  He 
thought  it  would  be  well  if  the  Hon.  the  Defence 
Minister  would  take  this  matter  into  considera- 
tion. He  would  like  to  know  whether  the  honor- 
able gentleman  consented  to  the  alienation  of  the 
military  reserves,  and  to  the  vesting  of  them  in 
the  Borough  Council.  Of  course  if  they  were 
Tested  in  the  Borough  Council  they  would  be 
leased  to  individuals,  and  might  not  be  available 
for  military  purposes  shovdd  they  be  unfortu- 
nately reauired  at  some  future  time.  He  wished 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  that  matter  before  the  Bill  went  into  Committee. 

Mr.  BETNOLDS  said  this  Bill  had  been  in- 
troduced, he  understood,  in  consequence  of  a 
report  brought  up  by  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee last  session.  The  Committee  had  gone 
fully  into  the  case,  and  they  found  no  objection 
to  Uie  reserves  being  utilized  by  handing  them 
over  to  the  Town  Improvement  Commissioners. 
He  did  not  think  they  would  ever  be  required  for 
defence  purposes,  and  they  would  be  far  better  in 
the  hands  of  the  Corporation  than  if  they  were 
allowed  to  remain  as  at  present.  He  believed 
the  intention  was  that  these  reserves  should  be 
utilized  for  town  improvements. 

Mr.  STOUT  thought  it  would  be  better  to  set 
tiie  reserves  apart  for  recreation  purposes,  and 
not  for  leasing  purposes.  They  should  not  allow 
all  the  reserves  in  the  town  to  be  built  upon. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  who  nad 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  would  con- 
sent to  the  reserves  being  set  aside  as  public 
gpu^ens  or  recreation  grounds.  He  thought  thai 
was  a  proper  use  to  which  to  put  the  reserves. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  understood  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikato  to  say  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment  had  not  considered  this  matter.  If  they 
had  remained  in  office  a  little  longer  they  would 
so  doubt  have  considered  it  favourably.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  not  disposed  to  agree  to  the 
granting  of  this  land  to  the  Borough  Council ; 
but  he  would  consider  the  observations  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Totara,  and,  before  the 


Bill  finally  passed,  he  should  state  the  views  of 
the  Gk>vernment  upon  it.  He  presumed  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  wovdd 
not  ask  that  it  should  be  committed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  think  that  these 
reserves  should  be  granted  without  further  con- 
sideration. With  regard  to  two  of  the  reserves 
he  thought  the  request  made  was  reasonable  and 
right,  and  the  late  Government  would  have  as- 
sented to  it ;  but  he  took  exception  to  the  grant- 
ing of  the  Marsland  Hill  Military  Reserve  to  the 
Borouffh  Council.  He  thought  ihe  Government 
should  carefully  consider  that  matter.  He  be* 
lieved  that,  should  any  disturbance  arise,  it  would 
be  very  necessary  to  have  a  force  stationed  on 
Marsland  Hill,  and  if  the  reserve  were  given  away 
it  would  cause  considerable  inconvenience.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  Town  of  New  Plymouth 
had  been  very  badly  used  in  having  all  its  re- 
serves taken  away  from  it.  He  thought  it  would 
be  rerj  fair  if  the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  would  ask  to  have  the  reserves  which 
bad  been  taken  away  for  education  purposes  given 
back.  When  the  Constitution  Act  came  into  force 
the  whole  of  the  unsold  sections  of  the  town 
were  made  educational  reserves,  and  it  was  left 
to  the  Provincial  Council  to  apportion  them  out 
afterwards.  It  would  be  very  ntir  indeed  to  give 
some  of  those  reserves  to  the  Borough  Council, 
but  he  did  not  think  the  Government  should 
part  with  the  whole  of  the  land  situated  near 
the  harbour. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  objected  to  the  Marsland 
Hill  Beserve  being  handed  over,  and  would  pro- 
pose in  Committee  that  it  should  be  left  out  of 
the  schedule.  It  was  a  military  reserve,  and 
those  who  knew  New  Plymouth  must  know  that 
it  was  most  important  to  retain  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  country  was  now  at  peace :  still,  itanT 
disturbance  broke  out,  there  was  no  place  which 
was  more  likely  to  be  troubled  than  New  Ply- 
mouth ;  and  this  was  a  military  position  which 
ought  not  to  be  abandoned. 

Sir.  KBLLT  regretted  that  he  had  said  to 
the  House  that  the  late  Government  had  agreed 
to  grant  these  reserves  to  the  Borough  of  New 
Plymouth.  He  had  had  very  little  conversation 
with  the  late  Ministers  on  the  subject,  but  under- 
stood that  there  had  been  a  correspondence 
between  the  Mayor  and  the  late  Government, 
who  promised  that  a  Bill  should  be  brought  in 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  aside  these  endow- 
ments. As  that  was  not  done,  he  had  brought 
in  the  present  measure  himself.  With  regard 
to  the  military  reserve,  he  might  say  that  it  was 
only  a  portion  of  it  that  was  required.  Part  of 
it  was  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Government, 
and  was  being  used  for  a  gaol  and  military  post, 
and  was  still  reserved  for  military  puiposes ;  and 
it  was  only  the  other  part  which  was  included  in 
the  Bill.  The  Borough  Council  were  considering 
the  question  of  giving  a  water  supply  to  New 
PlymouUi,  and  if  they  carried  out  tnat  intention 
the  part  of  the  reserve  included  in  the  Bill  would 
be  required,  and  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  hand  it  over  to  the  borough  authorities. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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On  the  quettion,  That  the  Bill  be  oommiited 
presently, 

Mr.  RE  ID  said  the  honorable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  was  labouring  under  a  mistake  if  he 
believed  that  any  agreement  bad  been  made  with 
the  Mayor  of  that  town  to  rest  the  military 
reserre  at  Marsland  Hill  in  the  Corporation.  The 
Mayor  applied  for  all  thete  reserres,  but  no 
promise  was  made  to  him  that  this  particular 
reserre  should  be  included,  although  there  was  a 
promise  that  a  portion  of  it  might  be  made  avail- 
able for  the  use  of  the  borough,  but  for  public 
purposes  only.  With  regard  to  a  Bill  not  being 
prepared,  he  might  explain  that  at  one  time  it 
was  expected  that  the  Public  Beserves  Bill  would 
hare  enabled  the  Oovemment  to  deal  with  all 
these  reserres  without  the  necessity  for  special 
measures.  There  were  other  cases  besides  this 
in  which  Bills  had  been  held  over  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  that  Bill  would  be  passed  in  such  a  shape 
at  to  allow  of  transfers  bein^  made.  As  tnat 
anticipation  was  not  realized,  it  was  necessary  to 
bring  in  special  Bills, 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the 
House,  and  read  a  third  time. 

TIMABU  HABBOUB  BILL. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  mored,  That  this  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time,  in  order  that  it  might  be  sent 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  thought  that  some  expla- 
nation should  be  given  of  the  BilL  He  knew  it 
liad  become  customary  to  say,  "Send  these  Bills  to 
the  Waste  lAnds  Committee,  and  then  when  they 
oome  back  again  we  will  discuss  them ;"  but  when 
they  did  come  back  honorable  members  were 
told,  '*  You  have  admitted  the  principle  in  passing 
the  second  reading,  and  it  is  onW  waste  of  time 
to  discuss  the  question  now."  He  should  like  to 
know  what  was  the  duty  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  in  regard  to  these  Bills.  They  had 
seen  a  Bill  intr^uoed  by  the  late  Minister  for 
Lands  referred  to  that  Committee,  when  the 
Committee  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  consider 
the  policy  of  the  Bill,  and  to  recommend  this 
House  not  to  pass  it.  He  thought  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  should  be  rather  of  a  technical  cha- 
racter, and  to  consider  such  Questions  as  whether 
the  land  mentioned  in  the  ^ill  agreed  with  the 

Slans  produced,  and  how  far  it  was  available  for 
[le  intended  purpose.  If  the  Committee  in 
this  case  held  the  opinion,  which  he  believed  was 
the  legitimate  one,  that  their  functions  were 
solely  technical,  and  not  political,  they  might 
report  in  favour  of  the  Bill;  whereas,  iudi- 
Tiaually,  the  members  of  the  Committee  might 
be  opposed  to  it.  The  duty  of  the  Committee 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  defined.  He  noticed  that 
br  this  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  gift  to 
llmaru  of  £50,000,  and  that  that  place  was  mrther 
to  be  allowed  to  borrow  £40,000.  Now,  during 
the  recess,  without  vote  of  the  House  or  of  the 
Provincial  Council,  Timaru  was  given  £100,000, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent, 
llie  whole  history  of  these  Timaru  endowments 
was  most  interesting,  and  ought  certainly  to  be 
azplained.  So  far  as  an  orcUnary  intelligenoe 
Mr.  K9ll^ 


could  see,  upon  the  strength  of  a  promise  made 
by  the  Provincial  Council  some  years  ago  to  give 
this  place  £100,000,  it  had  obtained  £200,u00. 
There  had  been  £100,000  spent  in  Lyttelton  and 
another  £100,000  given  to  Timaru  during  the 
recess.  He  did  not  object  to  the  localization  of 
the  Land  Fund  of  Canterbury,  but  it  certainly 
ought  to  be  based  upon  some  principle.  It  vras 
not  right  that  because  a  distinguished  gentleman 
represented  one  place  great  gifts  should  be  given 
to  that  place.  The  honor  of  being  represented 
by  such  a  distinguished  gentleman  as  the  honor* 
able  member  for  Timaru  should  of  itself  \»  a 
great  benefit  to  the  constituency,  without  the 
paltry  consideration  of  £  s.  d.  He  did  not 
object  to  the  localization  of  the  Land  Fund  for  the 
purposes  of  such  local  benefit  as  might  produce 
colonial  benefit  also ;  but  he  found  that  a  majority 
of  members  coming  from  Canterbury — not  ao 
much  in  the  House  of  Representatives  as  elsa- 
where — had  taken  a  different  view  of  the  matter, 
and  refused  all  localization  of  tlie  Land  Fund  for 
works  of  great  benefit  in  districts  on  the  other 
side  of  the  WaitakL  It  was  in  such  oases  that 
it  was  necessary  to  lay  down  a  principle,  because 
otherwise  honorable  members  would  be  forced 
into  undisguised  log-rolling.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  most  stringent  opposition  was  given,  not  in 
that  House,  but  elsewhere,  to  wons  of  great 
local  benefit  for  which  it  was  proposed  to  set 
aside  local  endowments.  It  was  not  neoessaTj 
to  £0  further  back  than  to  the  history  of  a 
sim^e  day  to  bear  him  out  in  that  statement^ 
and  that  was  a  condition  of  things  wbich,  he 
thought,  did  not  tend  to  elevate  the  position  of 
either  branch  of  the  Legislature.  There  was 
one  point  with  regard  to  this  Bill  which  struck 
him  particularly.  The  House  had  b^ore  it  the 
Timaru  Harbour  Bill,  and  also  a  much  more 
legitimate  measure,  which  they  would  consider 
presently.  Both  these  Bills  would  no  doubt  be 
passed,  and  the  endowments  provided  for  in 
them  meant  the  taking  away  of  a  large  quantity 
of  land  in  the  interior.  He  presumed  that  it 
must  be  in  the  interior,  as  there  was  no  available 
land  near  Timaru  at  present.  What  precaution 
would  be  taken,  when  these  lands  were  devoted 
to  coastal  purposes,  that  sufficient  revenue  for 
localization  in  the  county  would  be  left  to  make 
arterial  roads  ?  If  there  was  one  member  in  the 
House  who,  more  than  any  other,  had  advocated 
the  making  of  those  roads  it  was  the  honorabb 
member  for  Timaru  ;  and  yet,  if  a  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  were  to  be  taken  from  the  interior  and 
devoted  io  coastal  purposes,  where  were  they  to 
get  a  Land  Fund  to  make  roads  through  thoee 
Unds  the  revenues  from  which  bad  Men  im- 
pounded? He  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
nonorable  member  for  Q-ladstone  was  favourable 
to  land  being  devoted  to  this  work,  as  it  was 
very  probable  that  it  would  have  to  be  taken 
from  that  honorable  gentleman's  district.  He 
did  not,  of  course,  s^ak  out  of  any  hostility 
to  these  harbours — he  recognized  that  they  were 
of  almost  primary  imoortance;  but  he  thought 
that,  when  a  distinguisned  niembw  of  the  House 
brought  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  honorable  mem- 
bors  might  ask  him  to  lay  dowQ  a  dear  prin- 
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eiple  which  shoald  guide  them  in  such 
Thtj  had  eiehteen  of  tlie«e  BilU  Uut  year.  The 
HoQse  wodld  not  say  a  word,  but  the  present  Na- 
tire  Miniiter  and  himself  protested  against  the 
eighteen  as  they  finally  lefl  uie  House,  and  honor- 
able members  consoled  themselves  that  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  would  do  ite  duty  by 
the  lot ;  and  so  it  did.  But  in  this  case  they 
were  not  sending  up  so  many  Bills  of  this  kind  to 
another  branch,  and  they  could  not  expect  that 
other  branch  always  to  do  the  duty  of  lookins 
into  theee  measmres,  which  they  had  not  the  moral 
courage  to  do  themselves.  Still,  he  hoped  he 
would  not  be  accused  of  offering  any  opposition 
to  this  measure  that  was  not  fair.  He  thought 
that  before  it  left  the  House  they  ought  to  be 
faTOured  with  a  clear  statement  as  to  what  was 
intended  to  be  done  at  Timaru,  whether  they  in- 
tended to  construct  a  harbour  or  not,  whether 
the  two  harbours  within  a  few  miles  of  one  an- 
other would  be  constructed,  and  what  proyision 
was  to  be  made  for  opening  up  the  country,  the 
produce  of  which  coidd  be  taken  to  those  har- 
tx>nFs  by  making  proper  roads  through  it,  and  so 
giring  facilities  for  settlement. 

Hr.  8TAFFOBD  said  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  were  rery  interesting,  and 
he  did  not  object  at  all  to  the  questions  he  had 
raised.  He  only  thought  it  was  a  matter  for 
regret  that  the  honorable  gentleman  singled  out 
this  particular  Bill  to  lay  down  principles  and  ex- 
press opinions,  when  there  had  already  been  scTcn 
or  eight  Bills  of  exactly  the  same  character  passed 
through  the  House  this  session,  as  to  which  the 
hoooraUe  gentleman  had  not  said  a  single  word. 
They  had  only  a  few  minutes  ago  read  a  third 
time  the  Eakanui  Harbour  Bill,  which  gave  a 
further  endowment  to  that  harbour. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  might  be  allowed  to  ex- 
plain that  that  work  was  already  constructed,  and 
was  a  debt  incurred  by  the  province. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  from  what  might  be 
inferred  as  the  logical  meaning  of  the  honorable 
gentieman's  remarks,  the  country  was  to  remain 
exactly  as  it  was  at  present,  and  to  construct  no 
more  works — that  it  was  to  take  advantage  of  the 
machinery  already  in  existence  for  constructing 
and  commencine  certain  works ;  but  that  it  was 
not  to  take  similur  machinery  for  any  more  such 
works,  though  they  might  assist  to  develop  the 
country.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  in  error 
when  he  said  that  this  Bill  proposed  to  give 
power  to  borrow  £40,000,  besides  setting  aside 
26,000  acres  of  land.  If  the  honorable  member 
took  the  trouble  to  read  the  Bill  correctly,  he 
would  see  that  the  £40,000  was  only  in  the  nature 
of  a  temporary  advance  upon  the  security  of  the 
land  until  the  proceeds  came  in,  and  it  was 
limited  to  a  sum  £10,000  less  than  the  existing 
rate  of  sale  would  produce.  Then,  again,  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  also  under  a  misap- 
mehention  as  to  the  £100,000  already  voted  to 
Timaru.  He  understood  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  say  that  it  had  been  done  durins  the 
recess,  without  the  sanction  of  the  Provmcial 
OounciL  Now,  it  was  not  done  during  the  recess, 
and  it  was  not  done  without  the  sanction  ^f  the 
Phmndal  OouneiL   The  Pfovinetal  Cooncil  -twice 


voted  that  very  sum  ;  and  when  that  sum  had 
lapsed,  when  the  Prorincial  Appropriations  Exten- 
sion Act  expired,  the  Gknerai  Assembly  re-voted 
it,  as  a  fulfilment  of  a  vote  which,  certainly  in  two 
successive  sessions  if  not  in  three,  the  Provincial 
Council  had  passed.  Then,  again,  the  honorable 
member  mixed  up  this  question  with  the  Lyttel- 
ton  Harbour;  but  there  was  no  connection  at 
all  between  the  two  places.  He  had  that  day 
been  informed  by  the  Premier  that  a  Roytu 
Commission  had  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
plans  with  reference  to  the  works  at  Timaru. 
This  Bill  was  simply  a  temporary  aid  which  was 
given  towards  the  execution  of  these  works. 
As  to  the  question  which  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  opened  up  of  taking  land  which  might  be 
situated  at  some  distance  from  the  coast  to  en- 
dow harbour  works,  he  could  say  this— and  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  quite  consonant  with  the 
principles  be  had  ever  held  of  giving  most  ex- 
treme facilities  for  intercommunication  through- 
out the  colony — that  their  railways  and  their 
roads  would  be  of  comparatively  little  use  if, 
when  they  brought  produce  by  those  railways  and 
those  roads  to  the  sea*cdast,  they  had  not  some 
means  of  putting  it  on  board  ships;  and  he 
thought  that  every  large  system  of  railways 
ought  to  be  connected  with  the  harbour  works 
to  which  those  railways  would  run  and  at  which 
would  be  shipped  the  produce  conveyed  by  the 
railways.  That  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  neces- 
sary coronary  to  having  main  lines  of  railway. 
There  was  already  before  the  Legislature  a  BUI 
for  the  extension  of  railways  in  this  particular 
district  in  connection  with  Timaru  by  some 
similar  means  to  those  proposed  in  this  Bill-— 
that  was  to  say,  by  settine  apart  the  proceeds  of 
certain  blocks  of  land  for  the  construction  of 
these  branch  railways,  which  would  not  be  nearly 
so  efficient  as  they  otherwise  would  be  if  there 
were  no  means  of  putting  the  produce  they  con- 
veyed on  board  vessels. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL  No.  1. 
On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  committed 


Mr.  G^ISBORNE  wished  to  know  the  course 
the  Government  were  goin^  to  take  with  reference 
to  this  subject  of  disqualification.  There  was  a 
'Gk>vemment  Bill  on  disqualification  before  them, 
and  also  a  Disqualification  Bill  introduced  by  a 
pivate  member.  Under  which  Bill  were  they  to 
be  disqualified  in  the  future?  He  found  that  the 
Government  Bill  did  not  carry  out  the  complete 
recommendation  of  the  Committee,  and  only 
consisted  of  one  clause.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Government  intended  to  press  their 
BUI,  or  to  adopt  the  BiU  which  was  now  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  was  about  to  make  a 
statement  on  the  BiU  when  the  honorable  gentle- 
man rose.  The  Disqualification  BUI  introduced 
by  the  Government  was  a  purely  technical  BUI 
to  remedy  a  defect  in  the  existing  law  ;  but  the 
measure  before  the  House  proposed  a  radical 
alteration  in  the  existing  law.  It  proposed,  in 
I  effsot,  to  aboluh  the  disqualification  law  at  pre^ 
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sent  io  force,  and  to  diflqualify  only  three  daasea 
of  persons.  He  might  say  for  himself  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  accept  this  alteration. 
They  could  not  go  too  far  in  securing  absolute 
puntj  and  independence  on  the  part  of  members 
of  that  House.  One  of  the  most  important  pro- 
Tisions  in  the  law  which  was  now  proposed  to  be 
repealed  was  that  which  prevented  a  member  of 
the  House  from  accepting  office,  emolument,  or 
employment  under  the  Gk>Temment  for  a  certain 
time  after  ceasing  to  be  a  member.  They  would 
remember  perfectly  well  how,  some  years  ago, 
there  used  to  be  Tacancies  in  the  House  caused 
by  members  accepting  GoTcmment  offices  at  large 
salaries.  It  was  to  meet  cases  of  that  kind  that 
the  existing  law  was  brought  into  force ;  and  he 
thought  the  honorable  member  for  New  Fly- 
moutti  ought  to  pause  before  seeking  to  abolish 
that  law,  and  to  leave  it  open  to  any  GoTcmment 
in  power  either  willingly  to  do  tuese  things  or 
to  be  compelled  to  do  them  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  in  office.  He  beliered  that  if  they 
spoke  out  plainly  in  this  matter  it  would  be 
found  that  bis  honorable  friends  who  had  recently 
occupied  the  Ministerial  benches  must  have  felt 
in  years  gone  by  the  importance  and  salutary 
effect  of  that  provision,  and  that  they  would 
have  been  "cornered"  by  their  Supporters  in  the 
House  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the  law 
stood  between  them,  and  prevented  their  being 
able  to  strike  a  bargain  that  otherwise  might 
have  led  to  the  resignation  of  a  member  and  his 
a}>pointment  to  a  Government  office.  The  time 
migbt  again  come  when  it  would  be  important 
for  a  Gk>remment  that  it  should  not  be  open  to 
this  pressure.  For  his  part,  he  thought  that  that 
part  of  the  law  which  told  a  person  who  sought 
to  come  into  the  House,  plainly  and  distincUy, 
''If  you  become  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of 
the  colony,  you  must  forfeit  all  chance  of  getting 
employment  in  a  Government  position  for  at 
least  twelve  months  after  you  cease  to  be  a  mem- 
ber," was  a  fair  and  reasonable  provision.  Mem- 
bers came  into  Parliament  cognizant  of  that  fact, 
and  knew  that  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  that 
attached  to  membership.  The  House  ought  to 
pause  and  consider  very  carefully  before  it  de- 
cided to  give  up  that  position,  and  to  fall  back 
upon  the  old  state  of  the  law.  There  could  be 
no  doubt,  of  course,  that,  so  far  as  the  Bill  before 
the  House  went,  it  was  a  very  excellent  measure, 
and  contained  desirable  provisions  regarding  con- 
tractors and  other  classes  of  persons,  which  pro- 
visions, however,  were  in  the  existing  law.  He 
contended  that  the  law  they  had  at  present 
was  very  much  better  than  the  one  proposed 
in  this  ]BilL  The  time  would  come  when  they 
would  be  able  absolotelv  to  effect  this  :  that 
no  person  should  be  in  that  House,  except  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  who  should  be  concerned 
to  the  extent  of  twenty  shillings  in  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  When  they  had  people  sitting 
in  this  House  and  in  the  other  Chamber  who 
had  no  personal  interest  to  serve,  and  who  were 
barred  by  a  period  of  time  like  twelve  months 
before  which  they  could  gratify  their  personal 
interest,  then  he  thought  they  could  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  they  would  not  be  charg- 


ing  each  other,  as  had  been  the  case  for  the  list 
few  years,  with  log-rolling,  and   with  getting 
through  Bills  by  means  not  creditable  to  the 
House.    For  these  reasons  he  might  say  at  onoe 
that  the  Government  could  not  see  their  way  to 
support  the  Bill  of  the  honorable  gentlemao. 
He  had  heard,  both  in  the  House  and  oatside, 
that  this  proposition  had  met  with  a  very  great 
amount  of  favour.    He  was  sorry  for  that.    He 
asked  the  House  now,  having  settled  this  law, 
having  laid  down  for  itself  a  course  of  practice 
which  was  a  creditable  one  for  the  Hoase,  not, 
because  of  what  might  have  happened  this  session 
or  last  session,  or  because  there  might  have  been 
questions  of  disqualification  raised  in  the  course 
ol  the  last  three  or  four  months,  to  fly  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other — ^to  fly  from  a  law  which 
they  now  had,  and  which,  to  his  mind,  went  m 
a  proper  direction,  and  to  go  back  to  a  system 
which  would  ^lead  the  way  to  corruption  and 
to  the  exercise  of  improper  influence  on  the  pert 
of  private  members.    He  hoped  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  not  press  the  Bill  to  a  division, 
but,  if  he  did,  the  Government  would  vote  againit 
him.    Of  course,  it  was  a  question  for  the  House 
— ^it  was  not  so  much  a  Gt>vemment  question  as 
a  House  question.    It  was  a  question  how  far 
honorable  members  were  prepared  to  submit  to 
certain  conditions  and  limitations  for  the  protec- 
tion not  only  of  their  own  independence  and 
purity,  but  that  of  their  fellow  •  members.    If 
honoiftble  members  chose  to  depart  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  that  kind,  the  fault  and  burden  must  lie 
on  themselves;  and,  so  fieur  as  the  Government 
were  concerned  as  a  Gt>vemment,  they  were  pre- 
pared to  abide  by  the  existing  law,  and  if  they 
made  a  move  it  would  be  in  the  direction  of 
making  that  law  stricter  and  more  complete  in 
its  ap^cation  than  it  was  at  present. 

mV.  MUBaAY-ATNSLET  said  that  when 
the  Bill  was  formerly  before  the  House  it  was  read 
a  second  time  without  discussion  simply  because 
the  House  desired  to  continue  the  want-of-confi* 
denoe  debate.  The  honorable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  should,  therefore,  in  moving  the  motion 
for  the  committal  of  the  Bill,  have  given  some  rea- 
son for  desiring  to  change  the  system  adopted  last 
year.  He  would  like  to  see  the  Bill  of  last  year 
amended,  so  that  it  would  disqualify  those  who 
were  intended  to  be  disqualified,  and  not  those 
who  were  not  intended  to  be  disqualified.  If 
they  passed  this  Bill  as  it  stood  it  would  allow  all 
the  members  of  the  House  to  accept  office  to- 
morrow if  they  chose  to  resign  their  scats.  The 
Bill  of  last  year  was  passed  snecially  to  prevent 
that  being  done,  and  be  hopea  the  House  would 
not  alter  its  opinion  now,  unless  some  strong 
reasons  for  the  change  were  advanced. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  bring  down  a  Bill  which  would 
operate  in  the  direction  pointed  out  by  the  Dis- 
qualification Committee,  and  if  any  further  alten- 
tion  in  the  existing  law  were  required  the  wlu^ 
subiect  could  be  discussed  when  the  Government 
Bill  came  down.  This  Bill  overturned  the  lav 
completely.  It  excluded  the  large  contractor,  but 
it  let  in  the  smaller  ones.  He  hoped  the  BiU 
would  not  go  into  Committee.    It  would  be  bettff 
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to  wait  until  the  Gh>yemiDent  Bill  was  before 
the  House,  and  then  they  could  decide  what 
■Iterations  should  be  made. 

Mr.  REID  said  the  question  was  undoubted!/ 
a  difficult  one  to  deal  with.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  sach  statements  as  had  been  giren  expression 
to  as  to  the  tone  of  morality  in  the  House,  as 
thej  indicated  a  state  of  tmngs  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  members  who  made  those 
statements,  they  might  expect  to  exist  in  the 
future.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  it  said  that  such  a 
Bill  as  the  one  now  in  force  was  a  natural  neces- 
sity to  protect  the  Government  from  the  de- 
mmnds  of  those  members  who  expected  to  receiTC 
some  consideration  for  their  TOtes.  He  had  been 
ft  member  of  the  House  for  some  years,  and  this 
was  the  first  time  that  he  had  heard  such  a  state- 
ment. If  it  was  correct,  it  could  not  be  made 
one  moment  too  soon,  but  he  was  not  aware  that 
there  erer  had  been  many  members  of  that  class 
in  the  House.  He  remembered  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  constitute  a  Board  of  Works  as  i»rt 
of  the  Public  Works  scheme — a  provision  which 
would  have  permitted  members  ot  the  Assembly 
to  accept  positions  on  that  Board  of  Works  in 
their  reepectire  districts.  That  was  a  provision 
which  he  had  strongly  objected  to.  That  pro- 
Tision,  howeTer,  was  struck  out.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  introduced  it  was  very  clever 
and  astute,  and  he  quietly  shelved  the  pro- 
ponl  by  saying  that  the  C)pposition  had  made 
such  a  virulent  attack  upon  the  scheme  that 
be  was  compelled  to  abandon  it.  There  was 
cme  great  difficulty  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
qoalifioation  question ;  and  to  exemplify  that 
■tatement  he  need  only  refer  to  a  case  that  had 
oocnned  within  the  past  few  days.  There  was  a 
member  of  the  House  who  was  engaged  in  the 
coal  trade,  and  an  agent  who  acted  for  him  in 
an  adjoining  province  received  a  telegram  from 
an  empkyy^  m  the  Government  asking  at  what 
price  he  was  prepared  to  supply  ooaL  The  agent 
replied  that  he  was  prepared  to  supply  it  at  a 
given  price,  and  his  offer  was  accepted.  There 
was  a  cent  net  made.  The  principal,  who  held  a 
seat  in  this  House,  was  not  aware  that  such  an 
anttogement  had  been  made ;  but  under  the  ex- 
istiDg  law  he  was  liable  to  be  disqualified,  and 
might,  for  every  day  he  sat  after  the  contract  was 
made,  although  in  entire  ignorance  of  its  exist- 
ence, be  sulijected  to  the  penalties  of  the  Disquali- 
fication Act.  Was  tliat  a  satisfactory  condition 
of  aflaars  ?  He  contended  that  there  should  be 
aome  provision  made  whereby  such  contracts 
■honid  not  be  held  to  disqualify  a  member ;  other- 
wise he  &iled  to  see  where  they  were  to  get  men 
to  accept  seats  in  that  House.  If  the  present  law 
remained  in  fiirce,  members  would  have  to  be 
selected  from  among  persons  who  were  not  en- 
§aged  in  any  business  in  the  country.  Take  the 
ease  of  the  Uolonial  Treasurer.  He  believed  that 
that  honorable  gentleman  was  still  doubtful  as 
to  whether  he  was  not  disqualified;  and  would 
any  one  say  there  was  any  corrupt  motive  in  his 
case?  If  the  law  was  so  stringent  as  to  disqualify 
members  who  entered  into  such  contracts,  the 
efiisct  would  be  to  prevent  any  man  going  into 
Ihe  "Sovmt  who  was  engaged  in  any  extensive 
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business.  Tliat  was  an  unsatisfactory  state  of 
things.  On  the  previous  evening  objection  was 
made  to  tlie  pastoral  tenants,  and,  if  tbey  were  to 
object  to  them  and  to  merchants  and  other  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  various  branches  of  business, 
it  would  not  tend  to  improve  the  standing  of  the 
members  who  would  be  returned  to  the  Legis- 
lature. The  Provincial  Councils  had  been  able 
to  carry  on  without  such  stringent  disqualifica- 
tion laws,  and  he  could  not  see  that  there  was 
any  great  distinction  between  the  composition  of 
the  General  Legislature  and  the  composition  of 
the  Provincial  Councils.  In  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil of  Otago  they  had  no  Disqualification  Act 
ataU. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— What  about  the  Bead 
Boards? 

Mr.  BEID  said  it  did  not  follow  that,  because 
there  was  a  Disqualification  Act  in  the  case  of  mem- 
bers of  Bead  Boards,  they  should  immediately 
adopt  a  similar  principle  here.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  House  itself  and  the  electors  were 
quite  competent  to  purify  the  Legislature.  He 
had  never  neard  of  improper  attempts  being  made 
to  secure  the  vote  of  members  of  the  Provincial 
Councils,  and,  if  that  were  so  in  respect  of  a  body 
constituted  in  that  way,  why  should  it  not  also 
apply  to  the  General  Legislature?  From  what  he 
had  seen,  it  seemed  very  probable  that  a  great 
deal  of  time  would  be  wasted  in  future  in  the 
discussion  of  thb  disqualification  question.  As 
it  was  said  of  the  House  of  Commons  during  a 
certain  period  of  the  reign  of  G^rge  III.,  that 
the  most  animated  discussions  in  those  days 
were  those  relating  to  enclosures  and  Highway 
Bills,  so  it  might  truly  be  said  of  this  House 
that  the  most  important  discussions  that  had 
taken  place  during  the  present  session  were 
those  which  related  to  questions  of  disqualifi- 
cation, questions  of  privilege,  and  points  of 
order.  These  were  the  subjects  which  excited 
the  greatest  enthusiasm  in  debate,  and  if  they 
were  to  continue  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
for  the  country  and  for  Parliament  that  there 
should  be  no  Disqualification  Act  at  all.  They 
would  then  be  freed  from  those  acrimonious 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  on  those  sub- 
jects. If  honorable  members  saw  their  way  to 
pass  a  measure  which  would  secure  the  purity 
of  Parliament  and  prevent  undue  waste  of  time 
in  dealing  with  the  subject,  he  would  not  ob- 
ject ;  but  an  Act  such  as  that  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Lyttelton,  which  would 
prevent  any  person  having  contracts  under  Gh>- 
vemment  from  holding  seats,  would  very  mate- 
rially limit  the  choice  of  persons  to  be  elected 
to  the  House,  because  men  who  were  actively 
engaged  in  business  throughout  the  countiy 
would  not  run  the  risk  of  being  entrapped  into 
contracts,  and  would  abstain  from  taking  seats  in 
Parliament.  The  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
said  ''Hear,  hear."  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  to  underso  the  ordeal  of  an  inqmry  before 
the  Disqualincation  Committee,  and  he  was  sure 
he  would  not  say  that  there  was  any  connivance 
with  the  Government  on  his  part.  He  was  con- 
fident the  honorable  gentleman  would  admit  he 
had  not  received  anything  in  the  shape  of  remu- 
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neration  for  his  vote  in  the  House  ;  and  his  case 
ought  to  be  an  example.  If  the  provisions  of 
the  Disqualification  Act  were  to  be  so  stringent, 
business  men  v?oiild  Imve  either  to  abandon  their 
business  or  to  relinquish  all  idea  of  holding  seats 
in  the  House.  For  his  o^n  part,  he  thought  the 
business  men  of  the  country  were  the  men  wlio 
should  be  in  the  House.  He  would  not  rote  for 
or  against  the  Bill,  but  would  leave  the  question 
to  be  decided  by  those  who  thought  it  possible  to 
frame  a  measure  which  would  secure  the  purity 
of  Parliament  without  doing  injustice  in  indi- 
vidual ca^es. 

Mr.  M ANDERS  would  not  trouble  the  House 
at  any  length,  as  he  was  too  unwell  to  do  so.  He 
would  say  that  he  quite  agreed  with  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  as  to 
the  result  that  would  follow  upon  a  strict  inter- 
pretation of  the  Disqualification  Act.  He  (Mr. 
Manders)  had  for  years  been  connected  with 
bankrupt  estates  in  the  district  he  came  from. 
He  had  been,  however,  obliged  to  give  up  that 
branch  of  his  business,  as  he  would,  if  acting  as 
trustee,  be  receiving  fees — not  indeed  from  the 
Governor,  but  from  the  estate.  The  fees,  however, 
were  sanctioned  by  the  Debtors  Act ;  and  if  he  so 
acted  as  Accountant  in  Bankruptcy  he  became 
disqualified  to  hold  a  scab  in  this  Chamber, 
though  those  fees  could  not  influence  his  political 
opinions.  The  same  disability  operated  in  the 
case  of  those  who  held  the  position  of  Eetuming 
Officer  or  Deputy-Returning  Officer,  if  any  money 
consideration  were  involved.  These  were  cases  of 
hardships  that  the  Disqualification  Act  entailed. 
He  could  not  vote  for  the  Bill  of  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth.  The  law  had  better 
remain  as  it  was  for  another  year.  It  was  very 
desirable  that  the  whole  subject  should  be  dealt 
with  next  session,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  result 
which  would  place  the  question  in  a  more  satis- 
factory position. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri  seemed  to  have  a  great  aversion  to  any 
Disqualification  Act  being  passed.  The  honorable 
gentleman  seemed  to  think  the  members  of  that 
House  were  so  exceptional  in  their  purity  that 
they  were  altogether  beyond  contagion.  The  Dis- 
qualification Act  was  not  passed  to  punish  the  just. 
Its  object  was  to  punish  those  who  were  guilty 
of  improper  actions.  Whatever  honorable  mem- 
bers might  say,  there  were  members  who  had  re- 
tired from  that  House  not  altogether  without  a 
just  imputation  being  cast  upon  their  motives. 
He  could  point  to  a  dozen  members,  some  quite 
as  honorable  as  the  gentlemen  who  sat  on  the 
Opposition  benches,  who  had  retired  from  high 
pof^itions  in  the  House  and  accepted  lucrative 
positions  in  the  Civil  Service.  There  were  mem- 
bers in  the  House  now  who  had  done  that ; 
and,  if  this  session  had  been  so  much  taken  up 
with  questions  of  privilege  and  disqualification, 
there  was  all  the  more  necessity  -vvhy  the  law 
ihould  be  made  clear  on  the  subject.  If  they 
were  afraid  that  their  servants  would  put  them 
in  the  position  of  breaking  the  law,  all  they  had 
to  do  was  to  put  up  a  notice  in  their  offices  to 
the  ctTect  that  if  they  entered  into  anv  contracts 
wiihoul  the  knowledge  of  their  employers  they 
Mr,  llcid 


would  be  dismissed  from  their  employment,  ai 
was  done  by  his  honorable  friend  beside  him,  the 
member  for  Akaroa,  who,  in  1875,  was  brought 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Disqualification  Act 
through  the  action  of  his  servants;  but  that  was 
not  likely  to  occur  again.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  had  said  that  no  question  of 
disqualification  had  ever  arisen  in  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Otago.  Well,  before  Southland  nu 
reunited  to  the  Province  of  Otago  thers  were 
forty  members  of  that  Council.  Perhaps  the 
honorable  gentleman  had,  in  his  earlier  yean, 
read  a  story  in  which  forty  persons  played  a 
prominent  part.  He  held  that,  so  long  as  they 
had  Parliaments  of  five  years'  duration,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  members  should  not  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  their  constituents.  He 
trusted  that  the  honorable  member  for  New  Fly- 
mouth  would  not  pre^s  this  Bill  on,  because  he 
felt  sure  that  it  would  not  remedy  the  evil,  but 
would  ratlier  increase  it.  He  thought  that  the 
slight  addition  to  the  existing  Act  proposed  by 
the  Government  would  meet  all  the  difficulties  of 
the  case.  They  should  not  encumber  the  Statute 
Book  with  any  unnecessary  Acts.  He  hoped  that 
the  Bill  of  the  honorable  member  for  New  Fly- 
mouth  would  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  that  he  wished  to  make  a 
few  remarks  in  addition  to  those  he  had  made 
when  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The 
intention  of  the  Bill  was  not  wholly  to  purify 
Parliament,  because  no  Bill  could  do  that ;  only 
a  wholesome  public  opinion  would  have  any 
effect  in  that  direction.  It  was  evident  that  the 
present  Disqualification  Act  was  not  a  satis&c- 
tory  measure.  First  of  all,  it  was  unsatis&uitoiy 
on  account  of  the  provision  it  made  that  no 
person  who  received  any  money  directly  or  in- 
directly from  the  Crown  could  hold  a  seat  in  the 
Q-eneral  Assembly,  the  principle  being  carried  too 
far.  He  quite  agreed  that  no  officer  of  the  Crown 
who  was  paid  an  annual  salary  or  who  was  paid 
out  of  money  appropriated  by  Parliament  should 
hold  a  seat.  The  Bill  now  before  the  Hooie 
dealt  with  the  matter  in  a  veiy  simple  way.  It 
said  that — 

"No  person,  except  as  hereinsf^  specially 
provided,  accepting  or  holding  any  office  under 
or  from  or  at  the  appointment  or  nomination  of 
the  Crown,  or  Gk»vemor  of  New  Zealand  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  to  which  any  annual  salary  is  at- 
tached, and  paid  out  of  money  appropriated  bj 
Parliament  for  such  salary,  shall  be  capable  of 
being  summoned  to  or  of  holdini^  a  seat  in  the 
Legislative  Council,  or  of  being  elected  to  serve 
as  a  member  of  the  House  of  fiepresentatives,  or 
of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  member  either  of  the 
said  Council  or  the  said  House  during  the  tune 
he  holds  such  office." 

The  next  question  that  arose  was  whether  a 
contractor  should  hold  a  seat  in  the  House.  He 
did  not  think  that  any  honorable  member  woold 
hold  that  the  present  law  regarding  contractort 
was  a  satisfactory  one.  In  fact,  if  the  spirit  of 
the  present  law  was  carried  out  several  gentle- 
men who  now  held  seats  in  the  House  would  be 
disqualified.  The  Act  at  present  in  force  pro- 
vided that  any  person  who  entered  into  a  contract 
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irith  the  GoTemment  was  diequalified';  but  it  was 
Decessarj  to  define  contracts.  It  might  happen 
that  merchants  and  traders  who  were  mem- 
bers might  sell  small  quantities  of  goods  to  the 
GoTernment,  and  thus  be  brought  under  the 
proTisions  of  the  Act  unknowingly.  He  thought 
it  would  be  admitted  that  this  was  not  a  satis- 
&ctorj  stat«  of  things.  Then  came  the  point 
laised  bj  the  Hon.  the  Native  Minister — namely, 
that  persons  could  not  accept  office  under  the 
OoTemment  until  thej  had  ceased  to  be  members 
of  the  House  for  twelve  months.  The  present 
Bill  did  not  propose  to  deal  with  that  question. 
The  Act  now  m  force  allowed  all  the  members  of 
the  £xecative  Government,  the  Speakers  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees, and  the  Superintendents  of  provinces 
to  take  office  under  the  Crown  without  being 
subject  to  any  penalty,  and  thus  there  were  about 
thirty  persons  who  held  seats  in  Parliament  who 
were  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Act  as  regards  accepting  appointments  within 
twelve  months  from  the  time  they  ceased  to  be 
members.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  any  longer,  and,  as  he  did  not  intend  to 
^)andon  the  Bill,  he  was  prepared  to  take  a 
division  on  it  immediately.  He  moved,  That  the 
Bill  be  ordered  to  ]be  committed  presently. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Disqualification  Bill 
be  ordered  to  be  committed  presently;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result :— 

Ayes         10 

Noes         33 


Majority  against ... 


23 


Aybs. 

Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


Kr.  Barff, 
Kr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Pjke, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Bovren, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

"Ht.  (Hsbome, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Lumaoh, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Brown,  I  Mr.  Stout, 

Sir  B.  Douglas.  |  Mr.  Johnston. 

The  motion  wm  consequently  negatived. 


Tellers, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whiiaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Bolleston. 


SOUTH  DUNEDIN  RESERVES  BILL. 

Mr.  SEATON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  the  land  referred  to  in  the  sche- 
dide  was  given  as  an  endowment  to  the  South 
Dunedin  Municipality  by  the  late  Superititendent 
of  Otago.  It  was  almost  a  necessity  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  people  who  lived  in  that  municipality, 
and  the  House  would  thoroughly  understand  the 
position  in  which  the  residents  were  placed  if  he 
gave  a  short  sketch  of  the  physical  features  of  the 
locality.  There  were  three  municipalities,  whose 
area  extended  over  about  three  miles  by  three 
miles,  and  this  spot  was  bounded  by  a  range 
from  which  immense  quantities  of  water  came 
down  after  a  short  rain,  covering  the  land  with 
water,  and  occasionally  doing  much  damage.  The 
Municipality  of  Soutli  Dunedin  wished  to  utilize 
this  reserve  for  tlie  purpose  of  constructing  works 
by  which  the  water  should  be  carried  off.  There 
was  only  a  fall  of  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  inches  in 
the  three  miles,  so  that  the  water  remained  on 
the  ground  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  It 
was  proposed  to  make  a  reservoir  of  this  ten  acres 
of  land,  and  to  construct  works  by  which  the 
water  gathered  in  this  lake  would  be  carried  oS 
and  the  country  left  free  from  the  flood-waters 
which  at  present  flowed  over  it.  It  was  proposed, 
among  other  things,  to  erect  a  steam-engine  or 
windmill,  by  means  of  which  the  water  could  be 
pumped  off',  but,  at  any  rate,  this  land  was  to  be 
the  receptacle  into  whith  the  flood-water  would 
flow.  Some  few  years  ago  this  lund  was  an 
impassable  swamp,  and  not  even  a  dog  could 
cross  it  without  being  bogged.  Now  there  were 
a  number  of  large  buildings  erected  over  the 
place  in  concrete  and  timber,  but  sometimes, 
when  a  flood  came  on,  the  place  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  large  sea.  Unless  some  such 
scheme  as  he  had  rt^ferred  to  were  carried  out,  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  for  people  to  live  on 
that  flat.  The  Municipality  should  be  enabled  to 
make  some  provision  for  the  sewage  and  drainage 
of  the  flat,  and  that  was  the  sole  object  of  the 
Bill.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session  he  put  a 
question  to  the  Attorney- General, and  was  assured 
by  him  that  no  Crown  grant  for  the  land  had 
been  issued.  There  were  two  Public  Health  Bills 
before  the  House  this  session,  but  neither  of  them 
was  of  half  the  importance  that  the  measure  the 
second  reading  of  which  he  now  moved  was  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  locality. 

Mr.  McLEAN  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
disputing  anything  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
stated.  He  simply  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
Bill  would  not  answer  the  purpose  intended  by 
the  honorable  gentleman.  The  preamble  would 
require  to  be  altered,  so  as  to  recite  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Crown  grant  from  the  Harbour 
Board,  and  then  a  clause  would  have  to  be  in- 
ser|:ed  in  tho  Bill,  transferring  the  land  from  the 
Harbour  Board  to  the  Municipality.  He  did 
not  think  the  House  would  consent  to  withdmw 
from  any  public  body  land  which  had  already 
been  granted  to  it.  This  land  had  been  granted 
to  the  Harbour  Board  as  an  endowment.  The 
Superintendent  had  made  a  promise  to  grant  the 
land  through  a  misunderstanding,  fie  (Mr. 
McLean)  believed  the  Crown  grant  had  been 
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issued  to  the  Harbour  Board,  and  he  was  sure 
the  House  would  not  be  a  party  to  repealing  a 
Crown  grant  without  giving  notice  to  the  parties 
interested.  He  would  therefore  more,  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti  had  stated  that  the  ten  acres 
of  land  on  this  flat  had  been  granted  to  the 
Municipality  bj  the  late  Superintendent  of  Otapo 
through  a  misunderstanding.  There  was  no  mis- 
understanding whateyer  in  the  matter.  At  the 
time  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  reserred  this 
land  from  sale  it  was  Crown  land. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  did  not  saj  that  the  Superinten- 
dent had  ever  granted  the  land.  He  onlj  made 
ft  promise,  but  the  land  had  nerer  been  granted 
at  all. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  said  the  Superintendent 
had  no  power  to  grant  the  land  absolutely,  but 
he  had  power  legally  to  reserre  it  from  sale,  with 
tlie  view  of  its  being  dealt  with  by  the  Proyincial 
Council  at  its  next  sitting.  It  happened,  how- 
ever, that  the  Proyincial  Council  did  not  meet 
after  the  land  was  reserved,  and  the  transaction 
was  never  legally  completed.  The  Superinten- 
dent, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Executive 
Council,  reserved  it  from  sale  in  the  usual  way 
for  the  purpose  of  granting  it, as  an  endowment 
to  this  Municipality.  He  could  not  understand 
how  the  land  came  to  be  granted  by  this  House 
to  the  Harbour  Board.  Certainly  the  Munici- 
pality had  a  prior  right  to  it.  Had  the  Provincial 
Council  been  in  session  there  was  not  the  slightest 
doubt  there  would  have  been  an  Ordinance  passed 
confirming  the  reservation  of  the  land  as  an  en- 
dowment to  the  Municipality  of  South  Dunedin. 
The  Harbour  Board  had  no  right  or  title  what- 
ever to  the  land.  Prior  to  1875  the  land  was  re- 
served by  the  Superintendent,  with  the  advice  and 
oonsent  of  his  Executive  Council.  It  was  then 
Crown  land.  There  was  an  officer  in  Wellington 
sow  who  could  give  evidence  on  the  subject — 
Mr.  McKerrow,  the  Assistant  Surveyor-General. 
He  recollected  referring  the  matter  to  that 
gentleman,  and  receiving  from  him  a  description 
of  the  land.  If  the  House  had  granted  the  land 
to  the  Harbour  Board  it  had  done  so  unjustly, 
and  the  sooner  it  retraced  its  step  the  better. 
This  piece  of  land  was  absolutely  required,  as 
stated  by  the  honorable  member  for  Caversham, 
for  sanitary  purposes.  If  the  land  had  already 
been  granted  to  the  Harbour  Board,  the  preamble 
of  the  Bill  would  have  to  be  altered.  He  was 
not,  however,  aware  that  it  had  been  Crown- 
granted,  but  he  was  certain  of  this :  that  at  the 
time  the  reserve  was  made  by  the  Superintendent 
it  was  Crown  land. 

Mr.  BEID  said  there  seemed  to  be  some  mis- 
conception with  regard  to  this  matter.  He  had 
no  recollection  of  this  land  having  been  reserved. 
He  knew  that  the  Waste  Lands  Board  refused  to 
deal  with  it  at  all,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
Crown  land,  but  that  it  was  part  of  the  land  be- 
low high-water  mark.  The  Hon.  the  Minister 
for  Lands  would  recollect  that  the  Provincial 
Bxeoutiye  were  anxious  to  have  this  land  classed 
as  Crown  land,  and  that  a  very  accurate  survey 
of  the  land  was  made  with  the  view  of  getting  I 
Mr,  McLean 


it  placed  under  that  category.  He  believsd  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Waste  Luids  Botrd 
refused  to  recognixe  it  as  Crown  land.  Hs 
looked  upon  it  purely  as  part  of  the  land  below 
high  •  water  mark,  which  could  only  be  dsdt 
with  by  the  Crown.  That  was  the  reason  why 
the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent  had 
not  been  dealt  with  by  the  Board.  Of  conns 
they  could  only  speak  of  these  matters  ss  tbs 
recognized  bodies  which  dealt  with  them  treated 
them.  In  the  meantime  the  land  had  been 
granted  to  the  Harbour  Board.  It  had  nerer 
been  granted  to  the  Municipality.  No  matter 
what  the  description  of  the  land  given  in  the 
Bchedvde  was,  he  was  satisfied  that  Uie  land  had 
been  granted  to  the  Harbour  Board.  Althoogli 
the  Crown  grant  might  not  haye  been  issued,  the 
land  had  l^n  practically  granted.  Any  penon 
entitled  to  a  grant  looked  upon  it  as  being  si 
good  as  if  it  were  issued,  and  if  this  grant  liad 
not  been  issued  the  non-issue  vras  certainly 
through  delay  in  the  office.  The  land  should  be 
treated  al  if  the  Crown  grant  had  been  issued. 
He  could  not  say  whether  this  land  was  xe- 
quired  by  the  Municipality  for  the  porpoie 
stated.  He  had  never  heard  that  that  was  Uie 
object.  He  understood  that  it  was  for  the  pa^ 
pose  of  creating  a  revenue  from  it.  From  what 
lie  knew  of  the  subject,  he  understood  that  the 
main  object  was  to  obtain  reyenue  from  it,  and 
to  prevent  the  Harbour  Board  having  any  land 
between  them  and  the  harbour.  They  thooght 
that  it  might  be  valuable  for  shipping  and  for 
wharves,  and  that  it  might  become  a  veiy  valu- 
able estate  to  them.  But  even  if  the  land  were 
required  for  the  purpose  stated,  in  order  to 
make  a  reservoir  to  collect  the  water,  certainly 
ten  acres  would  be  quite  unnecessary.  One  acre 
would  make  a  very  large  reservoir,  the  water 
from  which  could  be  pumped  out  by  an  engine 
or  windmill.  He  thought  the  House  would  act 
wisely  in  not  passing  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BURNS  said  the  House  would  perhaps 
bear  with  him  a  few  minutes  while  he  gave  a 
history  of  this  matter,  which  he  was  in  a  better 
position  to  do  than  any  other  honorable  member 
in  the  House.  Many  years  ago,  before  there 
was  a  siuffle  house  on  the  flat,  nay,  before  the 
flat  was  aU  sold,  a  number  of  gentlemen  aaKmg 
whom  he  was  met  one  day  at  the  Gtaswodo 
to  consider  what  should  be  done  with  regard  to 
the  drainage  of  this  land.  At  that  time  the 
land  was  in  the  hands  of  not  more  than  half 
a  dozen  men,  and  he,  although  not  personally 
interested,  was  acting  for  others  with  regard  to 
it.  They  agreed  at  that  meeting  to  get  the  kte 
Mr.  Balfour  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  for 
certain  works  on  this  flat.  Mr.  Balfour  did  so, 
and  the  plans  cost  some  £60  or  £70,  of  whieh 
be  (Mr.  Bums)  had  to  pay  £25,  for  which  be 
had  not  up  to  the  present  time  received  one  shil- 
ling. The  plan  proposed  was  that  this  veiy 
piece  of  land  now  being  considered  by  the  House 
should  be  taken  as  a  reservoir,  and  that  it  should 
extend  down  to  below  low- water  mark,  beii^  of  a 
triangular  shape,  and  meeting  the  water  at  what 
was  then  knovm  as  Goat  HiU.  It  wu  proposed 
that  a  bank  should  be  Uuown  astwi,  thk »pip0 
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ihoold  be  laid  down  as  low  as  possible  below  low- 
water  mark,  and  that  the  land  enclosed  bj  the 
bMik  should  be  used  as  a  reserroir.  The  plans  were 
prepared,  and  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Car* 
giU,  who  was  to  see  the  then  Superintendent,  the 
lame  gentleman  who  was  lately  Superintendent, 
and  who,  he  believed,  agreed  that  the  land  should 
be  reserred  for  the  purpose.  He  (Mr..  Bums) 
went  away,  and  the  property  passed  from  his 
eontrol,  and  he  did  not  trouble  himself  any  more 
about  it.  About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  inquiries 
were  made  about  the  matter,  and  he  belieTed  the 
plans  were  now  in  possession  of  one  of  the  Oor- 
porations.  It  would  be  found  that  the  Ota^o 
Marbour  Board  had  got  this  piece  of  land  in 
enror.  It  was  possible  that  they  might  have  a 
mnt  for  it,  and  he  was  bound  to  beliere  the 
hoiKmble  member  for  the  Taieri  when  he  said 
tliat  this  piece  was  in  the  grant ;  but,  if  so,  it 
was  put  there  in  error,  and  the  House  would  do 
no  injury  whaterer  to  the  Harbour  Board  by 
oorreetiog  the  grant,  as  there  was  power  to  do 
under  tiie  Crown  Grants  Act.  If  any  one  had  a 
title  to  that  piece  of  land,  it  was  the  original  pro- 
wieUiis  of  the  flat,  which  was  now  Tested  in  the 
Doath  Dnnedin  Corporation.  Whether  the  House 
passed  the  Bill  or  not,  it  would  be  doing  no  in- 
jury to  the  Otago  Harbour  Board  by  taking  this 
groond,  for  the  Board  should  never  have  had 
ilL  Looldng  at  this  as  a  purely  sanitary  matter, 
the  House  would  do  well  to  consider  whether 
it  should  not  take  the  land  from  the  Harbour 
Bowd.  If  that  were  not  done,  he  saw  great 
diiieolties  looming  in  the  way  of  the  Corpora- 
tions getting  its  Und  drained.  It  was  all  reiy 
well  to  talk  about  high-water  mark.  He  had 
known  high-water  mark  to  eziit  yery  nearly  up 
to  the  Forbury  Hills,  so  that  it  was  foUy  to  say 
where  high-water  mark  was ;  and,  if  the  Board 
datmed  uie  land  up  to  that  mark,  they  might 
ioi*  ae  well  say  they  claimed  the  whole  &t. 
Tbe  House  would  be  doing  a  great  iinury  by 
throwing  the  Bill  out.  He  would  haye  liked  to 
Bay  a  great  deal  more  upon  the  subjeot,  but  he 
was  really  not  in  a  state  of  health  to  do  so. 

Kr.  BEYNOLDS  might  say  that  the  whole  of 
South  Dunedin  was  bmlt  on  priyate  property, 
and  when  he  was  in  the  Proyinoial  GoTcrnment 
Uie  application  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Roslyn  was  refused,  and  it  was  then  found 
that  the  Prorindal  Goyemment  had  no  power  of 
dwiliny  with  it.  Since  1866,  howeyer,  the  land 
eompnsing  South  Dunedin.  had  been  disposed  of 
IB  small  allotments,  and  a  township  created.  But 
tlMit  was  not  the  question.  The  question  was, 
tint  in  1875  the  Assembly  passed  the  Otago  Har- 
bour Board  Empowering  Act,  and  there  were  then 
deposited  in  the  Public  Works  Office  certain  phins 
which  riiowed  that  this  land  was  granted  to  the 
Harbour  Board.  He  bdieyed  the  Crown  grant 
bad  been  ifsned,  and  imagined  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  was  aware 
that  such  waa  the  ease,  and  had  reoeiyed  letters 
from  South  Dunedin  saying  that  he  was  too  late 
with  hit  Bill. 

Mr.  aSATOir.— The  honorable   member  is 

eBtirdy  wrong.    I  haye  received  no  snob  letters. 

Ife.  BXWmJ^wm  nmUr  the  ij«preim» 


that  the  honorable  member  had  reoeiyed  a  letter 
from  South  Dunedin  or  St.  Kilda  saying  that  he 
was  too  late  with  his  Bill,  seeing  that  this  land 
was  already  the  property  of  the  Harbour  Boards- 
If,  however,  the  nonorable  gentleman  said  he  had 
not  received  such  letters,  he  must  take  his  word 
for  it.  The  position  was  simply  this :  that,  eyen . 
if  the  land  were  not  Crown-granted,  still,  by  the. 
Act  of  1875,  it  was  the  pioperty  of  the  Otago 
Harbour  Board,  and  to  take  it  away  from  that, 
body  now  would  only  be  on  a  par  with  the  action 
of  the  House  in  taking  the  wharves  and  quays 
reseryes  from  the  City  of  Dunedin,  and  handing- 
them  over  to  the  Harbour  Board. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  delay  this  Bill  until  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  chme  of  it  watf  in  a  position  to  state 
authoritativMy  to  whom  the  lana  at  present  be- 
longed, or  in  whom  it  was  vested.  He  was  cer*. 
tain,  from  the  description  oi.  the  land  in  the 
schedule  to  this  Bill,  that  it  was  in  the  pkn 
attached  to  the  Otago  Harbour  Board  Empower- 
ing Act  as-having  been  given  to  that  body.  The 
House  would)  therefore,  not  be  right  in  going  on 
with  the  Bill  uMil  it  knew  eiactly  what  it  was 
doing  in  the  matter. 

Bir.  BEES  did  not  think  there  was  any  neces- 
sity for  delay  if  the  statements  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill 
were  correct,  and  they  had  been  ccmiidetcJy  cor- 
roborated by  the  honorable  member  for  Boslyn 
and  the  late  Superintendent  of  Otago.  It  would 
be  wise  to  proceed  with  the  matter  at  once,  even, 
supposing  the  land  was  granted  to  the  Harbour 
Board.  If  the  Superintendent  had  set  aside  this 
land  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  was  now  pro- 
posed to  devote  it,  the  House  diould  confirm  that 
act.  There  was  a  matter  paramount  in  interest^; 
and  that  iras  the  health  of  the  suburb.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  said  t^iat^  as 
far  as  he  knew^  this  land  had  not  been  granted, 
because  it  was  not  Crown  land  ;  but  it  mnst>  be 
to  some  extent  Crown  land,  or  it  ooold  not  have 
been  given  to  the  Harbour  Board.  The  late 
Superintendent  of  the  prorince  said  he  had  re- 
served it  before  that  time,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  t^e  Taieri,  speaking  of  the  operations 
of  the  Wasto  Lands  Board,  said  that  the  reserva- 
tion and  the  grant  were  about  concurrent. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  could  inform  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  the  Bill  passed  tbe  House  in  1875, 
and  tlmt  it  was  at  the  end  of  1875  or  beginning 
of  1876  that  the  Superintendent  asked  that  tha, 
land  i^uld  be  reserved. 

Mr.  BEES  said  there  was  evidently  a  mis- 
understanding between  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  and  the  late  Superintendent.  But^ 
whichever  way  it  went,  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
feeling  in  the  matter,  aS)  under  any  circumstances, 
the  hmd  was  public  property. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— No. 

Mr.  BEESw—The  honorable  member  might  say 
"  No,"  because  he  contended  that  it  was  granted  • 
to  the  Harbour  Board.  Between  them  it  would 
be  the  property  of  the  public,  because  the  Board; 
was  onlj  a  number  of  gentlemen  banded  together- 
for  the  public  interest.  No  oonsidention  entered 
islo  this  matteiE  epw^  that  of  the  welfare  oi^  th^^ 
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people  immediatelj  concerned,  and  the  health  of 
the  people  was  of  lar  more  importance  than  anj 
matter  connected  with  the  Harbour  Board.  If  it 
were  necessary  for  the  public  healtli  of  a  growing 
suburb  of  a  great  citj,  and  if  the  statements  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Carersham  were  correct, 
he  would  ask  the  House  to  agree  to  the  proposal 
of  that  honorable  gentleman.  The  hesJth  of  the 
people  in  the  large  towns  of  the  colon/  was  not 
attended  (o  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  MUBRAY-AYNSLEY  would  like  to  ask 
whether  this  was  not  part  of  the  endowments 
which  the  Harbour  Board  had  included  in  the 
•ecunty  that  they  had  giren  for  money  raised 
by  debentures.  If  that  were  so,  they  would  be 
damaging  the  whole  credit  of  New  Zealand  by 
giTing  endowments  to  bodies,  and  then  transfer- 
ring them  to  other  bodies  after  money  had  been 
raised  upon  them. 

Mr.  MACANDBE  W,  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
member,  said  the  land  was  reserred  in  1876  by 
the  Superintendent,  and  was  granted  under  the 
authority  of  an  Act  passed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1876,  since  which  no  debentures  had  been 
floated  by  the  Harbour  Board. 

Mr.  McLean  thought  the  Act  passed  in  1876 
was  a  general  Act,  and  that  this  land  was  reserred 
under  the  Act  of  1875. 

Mr.  aiSBORNE  had  the  Act  of  1875  before 
him.  He  thought  it  a  most  dangerous  precedent 
to  rest  land  in  a  Board  in  one  session  and  then 
to  divest  that  Board  suddenly  of  that  land  and 
transfer  it  to  another  body,  regardless  of  any 
rested  interests  that  might  haye  accrued  in  the 
meantime.  He  did  not  know  where  this  land  was 
situated — whether  it  came  under  the  4th  section 
of  the  Otago  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Act  or 
not.    That  Act  stated,— 

"  And  whereas  certain  lands  forming  part  of 
the  foreshore  of  the  said  Port  of  Dunedin  have 
been  granted  by  the  Crown  to  the  Superinten- 
dent :  ....  It  is  therefore  hereby  enacted 
that  all  the  lands  so  granted  to  the  Superinten- 
dent as  aforesaid  upon  the  trust  aforesaid,  ex- 
cepting such  portions  thereof  as  hare  been  l^ally 
disposed  of,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  trans- 
ferred to  and  Tested  in  the  said  Board,  to  be 
held  by  the  said  Board  on  the  like  trusts  and  for 
the  like  i>urpoBes  as  the  same  are  now  held  bv 
the  Superintendent ;  and  the  Superintendent  shall, 
npon  the  request  of  the  said  Board,  execute  all 
necessary  conveyances  and  assurances  in  law  for 
oonreying  and  assuring  to  the  said  Board  the 
reserves  hereinbefore  mentioned :  Prorided  that 
all  reserves  hereby  Tested  in  the  Board  shall  be 
subject  to  any  mortgage,  lease,  or  other  charge  or 
incumbrance  now  subsisting  upon  the  same  or 
any  part  or  parts  thereof." 

Therefore,  for  all  the  House  knew,  these  lands 
might  haTC  been  mortgaged  for  moneys  borrowed 
by  the  Board,  and  by  passing  this  Bill  they  might 
be  lessening  the  security  for  the  moneys  lent,  and 
Testing  the  lands  in  another  Board  for  a  different 
purpose.  Of  course,  in  the  absence  of  informa- 
tion, he  did  not  like  to  say  positiTcly  that  this 
was  the  case.  But  the  Bill,  he  thoueht,  should 
be  postponed  in  order  that  honorable  members 
mii^t  have  more  exact  information  on  this  im* 
Jfr.  2eer 


portant  point.  If  the  Bill  were  pressed  to  a 
division,  with  the  information  he  had  before  him 
he  would  be  obliged,  on  the  same  principle  on 
which  he  had  voted  on  the  Otago  Harbour 
Board  Beserres  Bill,  to  vote  against  this  measuA. 

Mr.  WHITAEER  said  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
a  very  dangerous  thing  to  deal  with  property  in 
the  way  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  deal  with  > 
the  land  in  this  case.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
reasons  given  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Cavershsma  to  prove  that  this  was  a  piece  of  land 
which  ought  to  have  been  mnted  to  the  South 
Dunedin  Corporation,  it  being  required  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  public  health,  and  very 
prooably  it- might  be  a  mistake,  in  granting  this 
land,  to  give  it  to  the  Harbour  Board ;  but,  having 
doiye  BO,  not  knowing  whether  or  not  it  vras  in- 
cluded in  certain  securities  which  the  Harbour 
Board  had  given  when  raising  money,  and  being 
altogether  uncertain  as  to  the  position  of  it,  it 
would  be  a  very  injudicious  thing  for  the  House 
to  deal  with  Uie  land  in  the  manner  proposed. 
He  had  on  several  occasions  seen  that  there  was 
a  disposition  to  transfer  property  from  one  public 
body  to  another  without  tne  party  from  whom 
the  land  was  to  be  taken  being  heard.  The 
Harbour  Board  might  be  able  to  give  sufficiently 
good  reasons  why  it  should  continue  to  have  this 
land — better  reasons,  perhaps,  than  those  given  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Oaversham  for  taking 
it  away;  but  honorable  members  were  in  the 
dark  as  to  all  these  matters,  and  he  thought  the 
question  should  be  postponed,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  dear  and  certain  information  as  to 
what  they  were  asked  to  do. 

Mr.  SEATON  said  there  had  been  a  gretit 
many  objections  raised  to  this  particular  piece  of 
land  beinff  granted  to  the  Municipality  of  South 
Dunedin,  but  he  did  not  think  that  one  of  them 
was  applicable  to  the  case.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  said  that  the  land  was  below 
high- water  mark.  Now,  an^  one  reading  the 
description  of  the  land  as  it  appeared  in  the 
schedule  would  find  that  that  vras  not  the  case. 

Mr.  BEID  explained  that  what  he  had  said 
was  that  there  had  been  a  dispute  between  the 
then  Superintendent  of  the  Province  of  Otago, 
who  recognised  this  as  Crown  land  and  wished 
it  to  be  treated  as  such,  and  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Waste  Lands  Board,  who  would  not 
recognise  it  as  anything  but  land  below  high- 
water  mark.  He  (Mr.  Beid)  had  not  expressed 
his  own  opinion  upon  the  matter.  The  land  had 
been  left  out  in  the  original  survey,  and  con- 
sidered as  land  that  had  not  been  set  apart  as 
Crown  land,  and  the  department  refused  to  re- 
cognize it  as  other  than  land  below  high-water 
mark. 

Mr.  SEATON  accepted  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's explanation,  but  at  the  same  time  that  did 
not  touch  the  matter  in  dispute  at  all.  Honor> 
able  members  who  were  in  the  last  Parliament  at 
the  time  this  particular  endowment  was  giTsn 
would  agree  that  it  was  understood  to  be  entirely 
below  high- water  mark,  and  that  the  Board  was 
to  be  allowed  to  deepen  the  harbour  and  to  de- 
posit the  material  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the 
Wboor  on  this  particular  piece  of  land,  and  so 
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Rdaim  it.  If  the  luid  had  been  included  in  the 
Crown  grant,  it  must  have  been  in  error,  because, 
as  he  said  before,  the  endowment  was  given  to 
be  reclaimed.  If  land  above  high-water  mark 
had  been  given,  it  clearlj  must  have  been  in 
error;  and  thej  had  the  assurance  of  the  late 
Superintendent  that,  previous  to  its  being  Crown* 
granted,  it  was  set  aside  for  the  benefit  of  this 
particular  municipality.  He  did  not  know  if  he 
was  properiy  understood,  when  moving  the  second 
reading,  that  this  municipality  was  not  more  par- 
ticularly affected  than  two  other  municipalities, 
but  thai  it  happened  to  be  the  particular  outlet 
for  the  drainage.  Consequently  there  were  three 
municipalities  interested  in  this  particular  reserve. 
The  honorable  member  for  Lyttelton  wanted  to 
know  if  debentures*  had  been  issued  by  the 
Harbour  Board  upon  the  security  of  this  land. 
He  thought  that  tne  honorable  gentleman's  own 
judgment  should  show  him  that  no  money  would 
be  lent  on  land  that  was  not  reclaimed— land 
which  had  no  existence,  and  which  was  entirely 
under  water.  Tliereforo  it  wss  quite  clear  that 
no  money  could  have  been  borrowed  upon  the 
security  of  this  land.  If  the  second  reading 
were  agreed  to,  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
poetpone  the  committal  until  that  day  week,  so 
that  honorable  members  mi^ht  satisfy  themselves 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  '  now  *  stand 
part  of  the  question ; "  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         18 


Hijority  for 


18 


Atss. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Seaton. 
NoBa. 

Mr.  Beynolds, 
1^.  Stafibrd, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason. 

TeUers. 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Bichardson. 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  B.  Dou^, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Qisbome, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 

Hr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  Hursthoute, 
Hr.  Johnston, 
Captain  Morris, 
Hr.  Ormond, 
Hr.  Beid, 

Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEQISLATIVB    COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  15M  November,  1877. 


First  Resdingt— Third  Beadiiigs— BdnoationBiU— Distriet 
BAawftyaBiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

PIBST  BEADINGS. 
Kakanui  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Waikouaiti 
Harbour  Bill,  Waikouaiti  AthensBum  Land  Bill, 
Baldutha  Athenaum  Bill,  New  Plymouth  Be- 
serves  Bill,  Taranaki  County  Beserves  Bill,  Little 
Biver  Cemetery  Bill. 

THIRD  BBADINQ6. 
Wyndham  Show-Ghround  Bill,  Wyndham  Be- 
creation  Beserves  Bill. 

EDUCATION  BILL. 
IV  oommittbb. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved  the  insertion 
of  the  following  new  clause:  "The  Committee 
of  any  school  may  set  apart  one  half  school-day  in 
every  week  during  which  any  minister  or  minis- 
ters of  religion,  or  person  or  persons  appointed  by 
them,  and  approved  by  the  Ix>ca1  Committee,  may 
impart  religious  instruction  to  such  of  the  child- 
ren on  the  books  of  the  school  as  may  belone  to 
his  or  their  religious  denominations :  Provided 
that  no  child  or  children  shall  be  allowed  to 
attend  at  such  instruction  except  on  a  written 
request  to  that  effect  addressed  to  the  teacher  by 
the  parents  or  guardians  of  such  children." 

Question  put,  "That  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  so  inserted ; "  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         11 

Noes         12 


Mi^rity  against 


Ates. 


Captain  BaiUie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mensies, 


Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Bir.  Peacock. 


Nobs. 

;  Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Pharasyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 
The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved  the  insertion 
of  the  following  new  clause :   "  Whenever  any 
twentv-five  or  more  householders  in  any  educa- 
tion district  shall  signify  in  writing  to  the  Edu- 
cation Board  of  such  district  their  desire  to  be 
constituted  into  a  separate  body  for  educational 
purposes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  to 
convene  a  meeting  of  such  householders  for  the 
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election  of  a  Sobool  Committee  in  th.e  manner 

EroTided  in  Part  III.  of  this  Act,  and  it  shall  be 
kwful  for  the  Board  to  grant  the  Committee  so 
elected  such  aid  in  books,  school  apparatus,  and 
monej  as  the  Board  shall  think  expedient,  or,  at 
the  option  of  the  Committee,  such  aid  maj  be 
•granted  in  money  only,  indusiTe  of  the  Talue  of 
such  books  and  school  apparatus  as  would  other- 
wise be  supplied  by  the  Board  :  Proyided  id  ways 
that  eyery  such  Committee  shall  provide  a  school- 
house  or  schoolhouses  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Board,  and  shall  appoint  and  pay  the  teacher 
•or  teachers  of  such  school  or  schools,  eyery  such 
teacher  haying  first  obtained  a  certificate  of  com- 
petency, as  proyfded  in  section  forty-four  of  this 
Act :  Proyided  also  that  all  books  used  in  any 
such  school  shall  be  approved  by  the  Board,  and 
that,  in  eyeir  respect  wherein  no  special  exception 
is  made  in  this  section,  erery  such  school  shall  be 
a  public  school  under  this  Aet,  and  subject  to  the 
provisions  which  this  Act  makes  for  the  conduct, 
management)  and  inspection  of  public  schools, 
and  tiiat  erery  such  school  shall  be  open  to  all 
•efaildfen  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen 
'years  without  fee  or  payment  of  any  kind." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  inserted ; "  upon  which  a  diyision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes        18 

Noes         12 


Majority  for 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Fraeer, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Ot.  R.  Johnson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmano, 
Mr.  Ngatata, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


K0E8. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
.Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Miller, 
The  motion  was  oonse^ 
Progress  was  reporte( 
sit  again. 


Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  PatersoD, 

Mr.  Ph«rasyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 
[uently  agreed  to. 
i,  and  leave  obtained  to 


DISTRICT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  20. — £? idence  of  the  constitution  of  the 
railway  district. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  moved. 
That  the  words  "  by  the  company  "  be  omitted. 
Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Ayes         7 

Noes         10 


Majority  against... 
Hon,  Mr,  B%okU^ 


8 


Atbs. 


Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Lahmann,  * 
Dr.  Pollen, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberiin, 
Mr.  HaU, 


Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Haii, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  MiUer, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Peaood[. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agived  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to 
sit  again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minotet  past 
twelve  o'cdock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATTTES. 

Tkurtday,  ISth  November,  1877. 


First  BMdiB0s— Seoond  BMdiiin— Third  WsiiHw^i    On». 
Cemeterr— Diiqaali&Atioa  Bill  No.  2— K fttrw 


hangs  Cemeterr — D: 
Ai£ir»-Land  Bill. 


Mr.  Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PBAYBB8. 

FIRST  RBADINOT. 
Hutt  and   Waikanae   Railway  Bill,   Foxton 
Harbour  Bill,  Waikato  Hospital  Reserves  Ex- 
change Bill. 

SECOND  READINOS. 
Fish  Protection  Bill,  Shipping  and  SeonKp't 
Bill. 

THIRD  READINOS. 
Mines  Bill,  Fish  Protection  BilL 

ONBHUNGA  CEMETERY. 

Mr.  0*ROREE  asked  the  Premier,  Wliether 
the  Government  have  succeeded  in  acquiring  a 
burying-ground  sufficiently  near  to  Onebunga  to 
enable  tl^  Church  of  England  Cemetery,  UMd  aa 
a  public  cemetery,  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  to 
be  closed?  He  drew  the  attention  of  the  lata 
Gt>remment  to  this  matter  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  and  received  an  answer  Uiat  nego- 
tiations were  pending  with  regard  to  a  soitable 
cemetery  not  only  fbr  Onehunea,  but  also  for 
Auckland  and  the  neighbourhood  generally.  He 
did  not  know  whether  negotiations  were  still 
pending,  but  he  did  know  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  great  urgency.  The  cemetery  at  Onehun|^ 
was  almost  completely  filled  up,  and  great  incon- 
venience would  arise  from  the  want  of  room;  and 
besides  there  was  the  danger  that  might  arise  to 
the  public  health  from  intramural  burying.  This 
cemetery  was  in  the  very  centre  of  the  town. 

Sir  G.  GRET  replied  that  the  Government 
were  quite  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
but,  unfortunately,  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
ascertain  where  a  suitable  burial-ground  could  be 
found  for  Onehunga. 
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DISQUALIFICATION  BILL  No.  2. 

Sir  G.  QRRY,  in  moringthe  second  reading;  of 
tliis  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  insert  in  the  exist- 
ing Disqualification  Act  the  words,  "  or  of  sitting 
or  Toting  in  the  said  Council  or  House,"  which 
were  evidently  omitted  from  the  Act  now  in 
operation. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  was  exceedingly  sorry  that 
the  €(oTernment  had  not  brought  down  a  measure 
to  deal  with  the  whole  question  in  a  more  satis- 
factory manner.  Tlie  present  Disqualification 
Act,  a§  they  had  seen  during  the  present  session, 
was  simply  a  trap  to  catch  members  of  the  House. 
There  liad  been  many  cases  where  the  law  had 
been  broken  without  the  least  intention  to  break 
it,  and.  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  there  was 
a  mistake  in  the  Act  passed  last  year,  he  knew  of 
three  or  four  members  who  would  hare  been  dis- 
qualified, himself  included.  A  short  time  ago  he 
became  proprietor  of  a  newspaper  —  the  Otago 
Daily  Timet — which  had  a  contract  with  the 
6K>vernment ;  but  he  knew  nothing  whatever  of 
the  existence  of  the  contract.  He  took  over  the 
obligations  of  the  late  company,  and  the  result 
would  hare  been  that,  but  for  the  mistake  in  the 
Aet,  he  would  have  come  under  the  operation  of 
the  Disqualification  Act,  and,  without  knowing 
it,  would  have  lost  his  seat  in  the  House,  in  ad- 
dition to  becoming  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £100  a 
day  for  every  day  he  sat  in  the  House  after  be- 
coming the  purchaser  of  the  newspaper.  Then 
there  was  another  case.  He  happened  to  be  a 
part  proprietor  of  the  steamer  "Easby,"  but  the 
number  of  proprietors  was  not  sufficient  to  ex- 
empt the  owners  from  the  penalties  of  the  Dis- 
qualification Act.  Had  one  of  the  Government 
steamers  gone  alongside  the  "  Easby  "  and  taken 
a  load  of  coal,  he  would  haye  been  liable  to  any 
penalties  which  the  Act  imposed.  Then  there 
were  other  ca»es.  For  example:  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikaia  had  coaches  running  in  the 
Province  of  Otago,  and  under  the  Act  as  pro- 
posed to  be  amended  he  could  not  carry  the 
mails  unless  he  forfeited  his  seat  in  this  House ; 
and  there  was  no  way  of  getting  the  mails  con- 
Teyed  except  by  his  coaches,  so  that  the  G-orem- 
ment  were  really  placed  in  a  difficulty  by  the 
exiBtence  of  such  an  Act  as  the  one  now  on  the 
Statute  Book  as  proposed  to  be  amended.  No 
one  bad  beeu  more  anxious  than  he  had  been  to 
get  a  Disqualification  Aet  paseed,  and  the  existing 
Aet  was  passed,  he  believed,  mainly  through  his 
agitating  the  matter  in  sereral  sessions ;  but  he 
was  begtnninf^  to  see  that,  if  they  were  to  have 
a  Disqualification  Act  al  «11,  it  must  be  of  a  dif- 
ferent character  from  the  existing  one.  It  would 
not  do  for  a  member  of  the  House  to  forfeit  his 
•eat  and  to  be  liable  to  be  sued  for  penalties  to 
the  extent  of  £100  a  day  unless  he  wero  know- 
ingly a  p«rty  to  a  contract  such  as  was  contem- 
plated under  the  Act.  He  thought  the  proper 
coarse  would  be  to  leave  these  matters  for  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide  whether 
there  was  a  case  or  not,  and,  if  he  decided  that 
ibeire  was  a  case,  the  Speaker  should  be  instructed 
to  take  action  against  the  ofiendine  member. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  pass  the  Bill,  be- 
lit  would  only  make  the  present  Act  more 
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objectionable  than  it  was  before.  He  moved, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  the  effect  of  passing 
this  Bill  would  be  to  disqualify  several  members 
who  were  not  disqualified  at  the  present  time. 
The  question  was,  whether  or  not  the  House 
should  take  rotrospectiye  action.  If  they  were 
going  to  do  that,  it  should  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood. Honorable  members  would  then  know 
what  they  were  about.  When  the  case  of  Mr. 
Kennedy  came  on,  the  Committee  who  heard  it 
recommended  that  a  certain  alteration  in  the  law 
should  be  made.  Amongst  others  was  the  altera- 
tion proposed  to  be  made  by  this  Bill ;  but  there 
were  others  which  he  thought  of  as  much  im- 
portance, and  he  was  sorrj  the  Government  had 
not  seen  their  way  to  cover  those  cases  as  well  as 
the  cases  which  were  proposed  to  be  covered  by 
this  Bill.  One  great  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  state  of  the  existing  law  was  this :  that  the 
House  might  investigate  cases,  as  it  had  done, 
and  might  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  member 
was  not  disqualified,  and  he  might  continue  to  sit ; 
but  there  was  another  tribunid  that  had  power  to 
determine  the  same  question.  The  House  might 
declare  that  a  member  was  not  ineligible  or  dis- 
qualified, but  an  action  might  still  be  brought 
in  the  Supreme  Court  to  recover  penalties.  That 
was  a  condition  of  things  which  ought  not  to 
exist.  There  should  be  one  tribunal  to  try  such 
questions,  and  that  tribunal  should  determine 
them  for  all  purposes.  The  following  was  a  por- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Disqualification  Com- 
mittee which  was  brought  up  when  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  and  a  member  of 
the  Government : — 

"  That  the  Committee  believe  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Act  to  disqualify  members  who 
might  become  contractors  with  the  Government 
in  the  same  vray  as  'The  Dis<]ualification  Act, 
1870,'  provided ;  and  the  Committee  would  urge, 
if  the  Legislature  so  intend,  that  the  lerenth 
section  of  the  Act  be  slightly  amended  by  the 
insertion  of  the  words  *  or  of  holding  a  seat  or 
serving  *  immediately  after  the  words  '  elected 
to  serve '  in  the  seventeenth  line  of  the  seventh 
section.** 

The  Bill  which  was  now  i>rought  in  provided 
for  that — it  was  in  conformity  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee;  but  when  the  Com- 
mittee were  sitting  it  was  not  suggested  that  the 
insertion  of  the  words  referred  to  in  the  way  thej 
had  been  inserted  would  have  the  effect  of  dis« 
qualifying  members  who  were  now  sitting  in  the 
House.  The  case  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikaia  (Mr.  Bastings)  had  been  referred  to. 
He  apprehended  that,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  now  holding  a  contract  with  the  Government 
for  the  carriage  of  mails,  he  would  be  disqualified 
if  the  Bill  b^me  law.  The  honorable  member 
for  Grey  Valley  (Mr.  Kennedy)  would  also  possi- 
bly be  disqualified,  and  there  were  several  other 
members  of  the  House  who  might  find  themselves 
in  the  same  position.  Therefore,  when  they  were 
passing  an  Act  relating  to  this  subject,  they 
should  take  care  that  it  should  not  be  retrospeo- 
I  tive  in  its  action.    He  held  that,  except  in  < 
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of  great  urgency,  legislation  should  nerer  be  re- 
iroapectire.  The  Committee  also  recommended, 
"That  a  resolution  of  either  House,  declaring 
a.  seat  not  to  be  racant  in  the  House  passing 
such  resolution,  should  bar  all  proceedings  in  the 
Supreme  Court  against  the  member  concerned." 
That  report  haying  been  adopted  by  the  House, 
he  took  steps  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee.  He  took  no  direct  steps  in 
the  matter  himself,  for  obvious  reasons,  but  he 
gare  instructions  to  the  Solicitor-General  to  draw 
a  Bill  in  conformity  with  tho  recommendations 
of  the  Committee.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
best  way  of  testing  the  matter  would  be  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  best  course  would  be  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  take  all  the  evidence 
necessary,  and  then  transmit  it  to  the  Supreme 
Court  for  the  decision  of  one  or  more  of  the 
Judges,  and  that  then  the  penalty  should  be  en- 
forced or  not  in  accordance  with  the  decision  ar- 
rived at.  It  would  obviously  be  wrong  that  honor- 
able members  should  be  fined  for  taking  their 
seats  in  the  House  when  they  were  ignorant  of 
1}he  fact  that  they  had  been  brought  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Disqualification  Act,  and  when  the 
House  decided  that  their  seats  were  not  vacated. 
If  the  question  on  both  points  were  remitted  to 
the  Supreme  Court  all  party  bias  would  be  got 
rid  of,  and  a  far  more  correct  conclusion  could 
be  arrived  at  by  the  Judges  tJian  by  the  House. 
He  was  sorry  the  Q-ovemment  had  not  seen  their 
way  to  deal  with  the  question  in  the  manner  that 
had  been  suggested.  He  moved  in  the  matter 
now  because  he  was  not  satisfied  with  tho  Bill  in 
ihe  shape  in  which  it  had  beeu  introduced.  To 
bis  mind  it  was  unsatisfactory,  because  it  was 
retrospective  in  its  action  on  the  one  hand,  and 
did  not  contain  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  other  hand. 

Mr.  BARFF  did  not  intend  to  vote  against  the 
aeoond  reading  of  tlie  Bill,  but  was  greatly  dis- 
satisfied with  the  manner  in  which  we  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  deal  with  the  question.  He 
had  hoped  that  they  would  take  steps  to  put 
the  Disqualification  Act  in  a  more  satisfactory 
position  than  it  was  in  now.  On  more  than 
one  oocasion  previously,  he  had  stated  that  he 
believed  the  Disqualification  Act  was  merely  a 
man-trap,  a  trap  to  catch  the  unwary  and  the 
innocent,  while,  at  the  same  time,  those-  who 
ought  to  be  disqualified  under  the  law  were 
Allowed  to  sit  as  members  of  the  House.  In  his 
opinion  there  were  only  two  classes  of  persons 
to  whom  the  Disqualification  Act  should  apply 
«— namely,  those  who  were  contractors  with  the 
General  Government,  and  those  who  were  per- 
jnanent  Civil  servants.  Apart  from  those  classes, 
he  thought  the  good  sense  of  the  House  would 
prevent  any  serious  trespass  on  the  purity  of  Par- 
liament. It  was  almost  impossible  for  at  least 
one-half  of  the  members  of  the  House  to  steer 
dear  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  them  in  connec- 
tion with  the  present  law.  Only  yesterday  an 
honorable  member  had  told  him  that  he  was  very 
nearly  disqualified  through  having  promised  to 
become  security  for  a  man  who  liad  a  Govern- 
ment contract.  That  honorable  gentleman  had 
'not  the  slightest  idea  that  he  would  be  disquali- 
Mi\  n'hiialer 


fied  by  so  doing,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  many  honorable  members  would  have  tieen 
disqualified  if  the  provisions  of  the  Act  had  been 
enforced.  He  was  satisfied  that  fully  one-half 
of  the  members  of  the  House  were  in  a  state  of 
uncertainty  as  to  whether  tliey  were  disqualified 
or  not.  He  objected  to  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form,  because  he  thought  it  was  not  nght  to 
deal  with  one  special  case,  as  the  Bill  proposed 
to  do.  He  would  vote  against  the  Bill  altogether 
unless  the  Government  saw  its  way  to  amend  it 
considerably.  He  held  that  such  a  Bill  as  this 
should  apply  to  all  cases,  and  not  ouly  to  that  of 
one  individual  member.  It  was  well  known  to 
honorable  members — in  fact,  it  was  plainly  stated 
last  year  —  that  the  Disqualification  Bill  was 
introauced  as  a  piece  of  personal  spite  against 
one  honorable  member  of  the  House.  Thi^  was 
a  matter  of  gossip  then,  but  it  was  a  matter  ci 
conviction  now  to  those  honorable  members  who 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  study  the  provisions 
of  the  BilK  As  that  Bill  was  in  such  an  imper 
feet  form,  he  thought  it  was  incumbent  upon  the 
Government  to  endeavour  to  muko  it  a  workable 
measure,  instead  of  allowing  it  to  remain  on  tlie 
Statute  Book  simply  as  a  trap  for  the  unwaiy. 

Mr.  BEES  said  that  he  had  dissented  from 
the  report  of  the  Committee  when  it  was  brought 
up.  He  thought  that  either  the  late  Gt>vemment 
or  the  present  one  ought  to  have  endeavoured 
to  make  the  Disqualification  Bill  a  much  better 
measure  than  it  was,  though  he  could  not  see 
how  anybody  could  have  hoped  that  the  Bill 
would  have  acted  beneficially  if  it  had  been 
passed.  Several  honorable  members  had  pointed 
out  that,  supposing  the  Bill  now  before  them 
became  law,  many  honorable  gentlemen,  wiUiout 
knowing  that  they  liad  done  any  wrong,  would 
suddenly  become  disqualified  from  sitting  in  the 
House  or  taking  part  in  its  deliberations.  It 
was  never  int-ended  that  the  Disqualification  Aot 
should  be  applied  in  that  way.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  press  tlie  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House  after  the 
report  of  the  Committee  had  been  adopted,  but 
he  hoped  that  at  this  late  period  of  the  session 
the  House  would  not  alter  the  existing  law.  The 
session  had  now  so  short  a  lime  to  run  that  the 
Bill,  even  if  passed  by  the  House,  could  not  re- 
ceive the  Royal  assent  in  time,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  absolutely  inoperative  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  If  the  Bill  were  passed  there  would 
be  this  difficulty :  that  some  members,  after  the 
House  rose,  might  become  disqualified  under  the 
Bill,  and  they  might,  without  knowing  that  they 
were  guilty  of  any  wrong,  come  and  sit  here  nest 
session,  and  suddenly  find  themselves  in  the  in- 
tricate meshes  of  the  law,  and  suffer  heavy  loss. 
He  trusted  the  Premier  would  not  enforce  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  He  might  say  that  last  jear 
there  was  a  long  discussion  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  Disqualification  Act ;  and,  though  he  argued 
in  favour  of  one  part  of  the  Bill,  he  had  not  then 
looked  carefully  into  other  parts  of  it,  and  he  wss 
astonished  now,  when  he  came  to  read  the  Act 
carefully  through,  to  find  that  it  contained  such 
provisions  at  it  did.    He  was  not  at  all  desirooi 
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of  seeing  an  apple  of  discord  cast  upon  the  floor  I 
of  the  House ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that,  if  it 
beoame  law,  it  would  be  simply  an  apple  of  dis- 
cord. He  hoped  that,  as  the  session  was  now  so 
iar  adTaneedi  no  change  woald  be  made  in  the  | 
existing  law.  No  harm  could  result  from  leaving 
it  OTer  until  next  session,  and  no  good  oould  come 
from  changing  the  law  this  session.  It  would  be 
better  to  leare  the  Gt>yemment  to  deal  with  the 
subject  next  session. 

Sir  K.  DOUGLAS  said  it  was  with  great  regret 
that  he  noticed  last  night  that  the  Bisqualilica- 
tion  Bill  introduced  bj  the  honorable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  was  thrown  out.  He  looked 
upon  it  in  this  way :  Erery  honorable  member  of 
the  House  was  sent  to  the  House  by  his  con- 
stitnents,  who  knew  what  he  was  and  what  he 
would  do  for  them.  If  there  were  no  Disqualifi- 
cation Act  the  constituencies  would  judge  those 
persons  who  sought  to  represent  them  on  their 
merits,  but  if  there  were  a  Disqualification  Act 
they  would  say,  "  The  Assembly  protects  us." 
He  did  not  think  that  the  Assembly  should  pro- 
tect the  constituencies  from  the  actions  of  their 
members.  If  the  constituencies  chose  to  send  to 
the  House  men  who  were  capable  of  being  bought 
or  sold,  they  themselves  should  sufier.  It  was 
true  that  the  whole  country  would  sufier ;  and  he 
Tentured  to  say  that  when  the  country  began  to 
■ufler  in  the  least  they  would  take  care  to  send 
to  Parliament  their  best  men,  honorable  men, 
men  they  could  trust,  and  who  would  vote  with 
perfect  freedom  on  any  question  that  came  before 
f  arliament.  He  objected  to  the  Disqualification 
Act  altogether.  He  thought  that  only  Civil  ser- 
rantt  and  contractors  should  be  excluded  from 
the  House.  It  was  well  known  to  members  of 
the  House  and  to  the  people  outside  that,  if  they 
had  a  Gk>vemment  on  the  Treasury  benches 
10  bad  that  they  would  choose  to  bribe  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  if  members  were  to  be 
bribed,  the  Government  oould  do  it,  and  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  no  Disqualification  Act  to 
prevent  it.  So  that  the  Disqualification  Act 
was  in  that  respect  simply  a  farce.  He  could 
hardly  charactenze  such  a  Disqualification  Act 
in  the  language  he  should  like  to  apply  to  it. 
There  was  no  expression  that  he  could  use  bad 
enough  to  apply  to  an  Act  brought  in  to  save 
the  purity  of  Parliament.  Parliament  should  be 
pure  on  its  own  account.  No  Disqualification 
▲ct  could  make  the  people  do  right.  No  Act 
ever  passed  would  make  the  people  right  and 
proper  in  their  conduct.  He  thought  the  whole 
subject  of  the  Disqualification  Act  should  be 
very  carefully  considered.  He  would  vote  against 
ibis  Amendment  Bill,  and  if  he  had  not  paired 
4m  the  previous  night  he  would  have  voted 
against  the  Bill  brought  in  by  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth.  He  would  ask, 
were  members  of  Parliament  not  peculiarly  fitted 
to  fill  appointments  which  the  Government  had 
k  in  its  power  to  give?  Were  not  members 
looking  forward  to  those  appointments  if  they 
•erved  their  country  well ;  and  were  they  not  per- 
fectly justified  in  so  doing  ?  In  the  English  Par- 
liaiMit  men  were  chosen  on  account  of  their 
long  Ptf liameBtazy  experience  for  many  positions 


which  they  held  in  the  service  of  their  countiy. 
He  could  not  see  that  New  Zealand  alone  should 
be  an  exception  in  that  respect.  It  was  true  that 
the  Government  wished  to  be  saved  from  having 
pressure  brought  to  bear  on  them.  If  a  Govern- 
ment were  honest  they  would  resist  pressure,  and 
there  were  men  in  the  House  who  would  resist 
pressure.  He  should  vote  against  this  Amend- 
ment Bill  and  against  any  Bill  of  the  kind.  The 
people  must  learn  to  protect  themselves,  and  not 
ask  the  House  to  protect  them  against  their  own 
members. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  vote  against  this  Bill. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  a  satisfactory  measure, 
coming  from  the  Government,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  report  of  the  Disqualification  Com- 
mittee. He  bad  made  an  attempt  to  improve 
the  law  upon  this  subject ;  but  the  House  had 
disagreed  with  the  provisions  of  his  Bill,  perhaps 
justly  so,  as  such  a  Bill  should  be  brought  in 
by  the  GK)vernment  in  power.  He  thought  this 
Bill  inadequate  for  the  purpose  intended  by  the 
Committee,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  any  Govern- 
ment to  bring  before  them.  There  should  be  a 
comprehensive  and  carefully-considered  measure 
introduced,  that  would  give  satisfaction  to  all 
parties.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  with- 
draw the  Bill.  If  not  withdrawn,  the  House 
should  have  further  time'  given  to  it  to  amend  the 
Bill,  so  as  to  make  it  operate  as  fairly  as  possible. 

Mr.  REID  had  expressed  his  view  of  this 
matter  last  night  on  the  Bill  of  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth.  He  thought  the 
present  Bill  did  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
case.  This  Bill  certainly  would  disqualify  some 
members.  He  understood  that  it  was  their  ob- 
ject to  take  out  of  this  House  all  discussion  os 
to  whether  members  were  disqualified  or  not,  and 
to  leave  to  some  other  tribunul  the  determination 
of  this  matter.  Difficulties  would  always  arise  in 
discussing  the  matter  of  disqualification.  The 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  had  said 
that  he  was  very  anxious  to  have  a  Disqualifica- 
tion Act  passed  ;  but  that  honorable  gentleman 
would  find  that  this  measure,  if  it  became  law, 
might  be  very  uncomfortable  and  unpleasant  to 
men  who  were  not  trying  to  evade  the  Act  in  any 
way.  That  would  be  the  case  no  matter  how 
they  framed  the  Act.  He  considered  that  the 
proper  solution  of  the  matter  was  that  merely 
Civil  servants  and  contractors  should  be  disquali- 
fied, leaving  it  to  the  House  to  maintain  the  purity 
of  Parliament.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  what 
he  might  call  sentimentality  about  this  matter. 
On  the  one  hand  it  was  said  that  Parliament 
felt  more  secure  by  having  a  Disqualification  Act 
passed,  while  on  the  other  hand  lionorable  mem- 
bers said  that  it  made  no  difierenCe,  as  the  Go- 
vernment oould  do  what  they  thought  fit.  The 
House  should  guard  carefully  everything  done  in 
regard  to  appointments  or  contracts,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  appointment  of  members  of  this  House. 
The  House  could  retaliate  on  any  Government 
that  made  any  appointment  of  members  of  t]^e 
House.  Not  only  should  the  Government  be  dis- 
placed, but  the  office  should  be  declared  vacaut. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  this  House  would  always 
guard  its  own  privileges.    H  they  were  to  deal 
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ivith  this  matter  at  all,  he  would  say  that  any 
Disqualification  Act  that  went  beyond  exclud- 
ing contrartors  and  Civil  servants  would,  in  bis 
opinion,  defeat  its  own  object.  He  expressed  a 
■imilar  opinion  last  year.  He  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  subsection  4  of  the  Act  of  last  year, 
which,  he  believed,  had  been  introduced  after 
a  great  deal  of  delicate  negotiation.  That  sub- 
section excluded  members  of  the  Provincial 
Executives,  who  held  office  at  the  date  of  the 
abolition  of  the  provinces,  from  the  operation  of 
the  Disqualification  Act.  If  they  were  to  have  a 
Disqualification  Act,  every  member  of  the  House 
should  stand  on  the  same  footing.  He  did  not 
see  why  provincial  officers  should  be  allowed  to 
oome  under  the  exemptions  of  the  Act.  Members 
of  the  Provincial  fixecutives  might  now  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  office  in  the  State  without  the 
provisions  of  the  Disqualification  Act  being  in- 
fringed. If  they  were  to  have  a  Disqualification 
Act  at  all,  it  should  apply  equally.  He  would 
TOte  against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and 
if  it  should  go  into  Committee  he  hoped  the  Go- 
Temment  would  endeavour  to  have  the  4pth  sub- 
section of  the  Act  of  last  year  repealed.  Again, 
he  would  ask  why  it  was  that  a  company  of  seven 
members  were  to  be  exempt.  That  might  be  a 
most  dangerous  provision  in  any  Disqualification 
Acti  Let  them  fancy  a  company  with  ten  or 
twelve  members  of  the  House  in  it:  would  not 
that  be  a  far  more  formidable  company  to  deal 
with  than  one  in  which  there  was  only  one  mem- 
ber of  the  House?  He  did  not  apprehend  the 
danger  which  some  honorable  members  expressed. 
The  danger  was  very  much  magnified.  But,  if 
•uch  a  danger  did  exist,  it  would  occur  to  a 
greater  degree  in  the  case  of  companies  formed 
in  which  there  might  be  several  members  of  the 
House  who  would  be  able  to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  on  one  or  two  other  members,  and  who 
might  have  jobs  smoothed  over  and  concessions 
made.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  con- 
sider this  matter  veir  carefully.  He  would  like 
to  see  a  Disqualification  Act  passed  on  the  basis 
indicated  by  the  Bill  of  the  honorable  member 
for  New  Plymouth — ^namely,  that  contractors  and 
Civil  servants  only  should  be  disqualified,  and  the 
duty  left  to  Parliament  itself  of  preserving  its 
own  purity.  He  had  not  the  least  hesitation  in 
•aying  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  would 
always  see  that  members  did  nothing  unbecoming 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERT  said  this  Amendment 
Bill  was  specially  intended  to  exclude  con- 
tractors. The  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri 
said  he  would  wish  to  have  a  Bill  passed  through 
Parliament  excluding  contractors  and  Civil  ser- 
vants. He  would  like  the  honorable  member  to 
point  out  how  contractors  were  to  be  excluded. 
Would  he  exclude  every  person  who  was  a  share- 
holder in  an  insurance  company  or  in  any  joint- 
■took  company  ?  If  they  were  excluded,  he  (Mr. 
Montgomery)  did  not  see  how  they  could  have 
ft  Parliament  constituted  at  all.  In  every  Boad 
Board  and  every  Municipalitv  there  was  provision 
made  that  contractors  should  not  have  seats  at 
the  Board.  He  did  not  see  why  members  of 
this  House  should  arrogate  to  themselves  that 
Mr.Beid 


great  purity,  when  they  would  not  trust  thosa 
who  took  contracts  to  sit  as  members  of  a  Muni- 
cipality.   The  honorable  member  for  Marsden 
evidently  thought  that  members  of  Municipali- 
ties or  Road  Boards  must  be  a  class  of  people 
that  they  could  not  possibly  have  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  country,    llie  argument  was  quite 
inconsistent  with  the  views  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  had  often  expre»sed.    He  bad 
heard  the  honorable  gentleman  repeatedly  say 
that  he  wished  to  have  a  Bill  that  would  exclude 
contractors ;  but  he  never  indicated  how  such  a 
Bill  could  be  framed  *.  he  never  shadowed  forth 
an  idea  in  that  direction.    He  (Mr.  Montgomeiy) 
quite  concurred  that  the  Supreme  Court  was  the 
be^t  tribunal  to  decide  all  rases  of  alleged  dis- 
qualification.    He  was  sure  that  it  was  a  Iribunsl 
that  the  country  would  depend  more  upon  than 
the   Legislature,   because  party  feeling  unquei* 
tionably  entered    very  strongly  into    the  mat- 
ter,  and   influenced   the  opinions  of  honorable 
members  no  doubt  unconsciously  to  themselret. 
Therefore  he  would  like  to  see  these  questions  of 
privilege  relegated    to  the   Supreme  Court  for 
aecision ;  and  if  honorable  gentlemen,  instead  of 
oppot'ing  a  Disqualification  Act,  would  endearour 
to  improve  it,  and  make  it  one  which  would  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  case,  it  would  be  much  bet- 
ter.     It  was  not  a  question  of  preserving  the 
purity  of  Parliament  so  much  as  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  preventing  it  from  becoming  impure,    fle 
thought  the  Bill,  so  far  as  it  went,  met  the  esse 
of  contractors,  but  he  agreed  that  subsection  4  of 
the  Act  at  present  in  operation  should  be  struck 
out.    The  fact  was,  that  Act  had  come  down 
from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  and  this  House  accepted  it 
in  its  imperfect  state  rather  than  risk  losing  it 
He  would  support  any  member  who  moved  that 
the  section  should  be  struck  out.     He  certainjj 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  see  in 
what   respect  the    present  Disqualification  Act 
could  be  improved ;    and  he  trusted  that  the 
House  would  not  allow  contractors  of  all  kinds 
to  sit  in  the  Assembly,  for  if  that  were  permitted 
great  injustice  would   be   done   to.  the  pconle. 
With   respect  to  the  other   question,   whether 
members  of  Parliament   should    bo  allowed  to 
accept  positions  in    the   Civil  Service  as  soon 
as  the  session  had  closed,  it  bad  been  pointed 
out  that  it  was  not  the  number  of  offices  wbidi 
might  be  vacant,  but  the  number  of  people  who 
would  be  continually  ozp^ting  office,  that  would 
do  the  mischief.      He  recollected   that  last  year 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  related  that,  for  an  office 
the  salary  of  which  was  £400  a  year,  twelve  mem- 
bers were  each  expecting  to  be  the  fortunate  one 
at  the  end  of  the  session.     Thus  it  would  be 
seen  that  there  was  more  damage  from  the  ex- 
pectations of  members  than  from  the  number 
of  offices  which  could  be  given  away.    Notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  said  by  members  prs- 
viously,  he  could  not  forget  that  in  former  Par- 
liaments members  had  not  scrupled  at  expecting 
good  fat  billets  at  the  end  of  a  session.    He  did 
not  say  that  any  member  of   this  Parliament 
aimed  at  anything  of  the  sort,  but  it  mi^t  be 
done;   and  It  lowered  the  cluunacter  of  Pariia- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


jyUquaUfieation 


[HOUSE.] 


Bill  No.  2. 


229 


ment  if  the  consUtuenoiefl  were  to  be  led  to 
belief  e  that  members  did  not  seek  to  be  returned 
for  the  purpose  of  legislating  for  the  good  of  the 
countrj  so  much  as  for  the  purpose  of  gettmg 
billets  for  ihemselfes.  He  trusted  the  Govern - 
ment  would  see  its  way  clear  to  consider  what 
improrements  might  be  made  in  tl\p  Act. 

Mr.  K£NN£DY  said  the  Bill  before  the  House 
did  not  in  any  way  affect  himself,  at  the  present 
time  at  all  events.  It  was  quite  true  that  the 
Committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  accusation  against  himself  came  to  the 
eonclosion  that  he  was  a  contractor.  He  had  no 
desire  whaterer  to  disagree  with  the  report,  but 
he  should  like  to  be  allowed  a  few  moments  in 
which  he  would  place  before  the  House  the  real 
drcumstanoes  of  the  case.  Being  iu  Wellington 
during  the  recess,  he  saw  an  advertisement,  which 
appesured  in  the  papers,  inviting  tenders  for  the 
supply  of  coal  to  the  Government  buildings.  He 
was  largely  connected  with  coal  business  in  Qrey- 
mouth.  There  were  several  other  shareholders 
in  the  company  to  which  he  belonged,  which  was 
registered ;  but  some  of  the  shareholders  had  re- 
ceded from  the  company,  and  that  had  suggested 
to  his  mind 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  House  was  at  all  times 
willioi;  to  give  a  member  every  latitude  if  he 
wished  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  but  he 
oould  not,  at  the  present  time,  see  that  the  honor- 
able member  was  addressing  himself  to  the  Bill 
before  the  House.  The  Bill  was  of  a  general 
character,  and  had  no  particular  reference  to  the 
matter  alluded  to  bv  Mr.  Kennedy,  which  had 
already  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  hoped  the  House  would  in- 
dulge him  while  he  made  a  statement  in  this 
matter,  because  it  affected  him  personally.  He 
wms  about  to  say  that  he  had  sent  in  a  tender  in 
answer  to  the  advertisement,  but  it  was  in  the 
name  of  a  friend,  who  had  giren  his  authority  in 
tliat  b«half,  and  who,  moreover,  was  desirous  of 
entering  into  the  coal  trade  in  one  or  other 
of  the  ports  of  New  Zealand.  His  (Mr.  Ken- 
nedy's) name  did  not  appear  in  the  tender  at 
all,  and  he  had  no  idea  that  by  acting  as  he 
did  he  was  in  any  way  connecting  himsdf  with 
the  Government.  He  proceeded  to  Dunedin, 
and  a  few  weeks  later  learned  that  the  tender 
was  accepted.  When  the  time  came  to  furnish 
the  supplies,  he  found  that  the  person  in  whose 
name  he  had  tendered  was  not  fit  to  carry  on 
the  contract,  and  it  became  his  duty  to  see  that 
the  contract  was  carried  out.  It  was  to  that  ex- 
tent only  that  he  had  been  connected  with  the 
contract  in  question,  and  he  thought  the  circum- 
stances would  show  that  that  contract  had  in  no 
way  influenced  him  in  his  action  towards  the 
Government  in  the  House,  or  prejudiced  hid 
representation  of  his  constituents.  Me  was  not 
now  justifying,  nor  did  he  derire  to  justify,  the 
action  of  any  person  in  the  House  who  was  a 
contractor.  He  was  opposed  to  it  himself  just  as 
much  as  any  other  member  of  the  House ;  but  it 
was  his  extreme  anxiety  to  see  our  coal  intro- 
duced into  more  general  use  in  New  Zealand  that 
had  induced  him  to  act  as  he  did.  The  whole 
lonoant  of  the  eontnct  was  very  trifling.    It  was 


but  a  matter  of  three  or  four  hundred  tons,  and 
the  company  could  sell  twice  that  amount  in 
Greymouth  every  month,  if  it  thought. fit,  at  a 
much  greater  advantage  than  that  given  them  by 
the  Government.  He  thought  it  would  be  seen, 
by  a  return  which  he  proposed  to  ask  for,  that 
the  Gbvernment  had  saved  £200  or  £300  by  the 
I  ransaction,  inst  ead  of  sustaining  any  loss.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
said  that  }n^  action  had  been  influenced  in  con- 
sequence of  the  contract.  He  was  now,  however, 
dissevered  from  the  thing,  and  oould  not  be  con- 
sidered in  any  respect  as  a  contractor ;  and  the 
Bill  did  not  affect  him.  He  apologized  to  the 
House  for  having  troubled  them,  but  he  assured 
honorable  members  that  he  had  had  no  intention 
whatever  of  infringing  the  law. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  reply,  said  that  he  had 
understood  from  the  remarks  of  several  honor- 
able members,  as  well  as  from  the  report  of  the 
Disqualification  Committee,  that  an  oversight  had 
occurred  last  year,  by  which  the  intentions  of 
Parliament  were  defeated;  and  that,  in  order 
that  the  intention  of  that  Act  might  be  carried 
out,  it  was  absolutely  neces!>ary  that  the  words 
contained  in  the  Bill  should  be  inserted  in  the 
7th  section  of  the  Act.  The  Bill  had  been 
introduced  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Committee 
and  the  opinions  expressed  by  several  honorable 
gentlemen,  and  to  render  operative  the  intentions 
of  Parliament.  He  oould  not  agree  with  the 
contention  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato, 
who  did  not  think  that  the  Bill  should  be  intro- 
duced this  session,  because  it  was  retrospective. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  had  not  contended  that  the 
Bill  should  not  have  been  introduced  this  session, 
but  that  it  was  improper  to  make  it  retrospective. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  Bill  could  not  be  other- 
wise than  retrospective,  seeing  that  it  must  affect 
gentlemen  now  sitting  in  the  Assembly ;  and,  if 
it  should  not  be  introduced  this  session,  then  it 
ought  to  be  postponed  until  the  next  Parliament 
— that  was  to  say,  that  contractors  now  sitting  in 
Parliament  must  continue  to  sit  until  the  end  of 
the  Parliament,  some  two  and  a  half  years  hence. 
Then  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
objected  to  the  Bill  having  been  introduced  in 
BO  simple  a  form :  he  seemed  to  consider  that  it 
should  have  been  a  larger  and  more  exiensive 
Bill.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  had  himself 
answered  his  own  argument.  He  admitted  that 
he  had  spent  several  sessions  in  endeavouring  to 
devise  a  good  Act,  but  had  failed:  then,  how 
could  he  expect  a  Government  which  had  only 
been  in  office  a  month  to  introduce  a  satisfactory 
Bill  on  the  subject  ?  The  sole  object  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  introducing  the  Bill  was  to  prevent 
contractors  sitting  in  the  House  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  Parliament,  and  to  give 
effect  in  that  respect  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  and  the  intention  of  Parliament. 
Having  said  that,  he  left  the  matter  entirely  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  He  had  no  par- 
ticular desire  to  press  the  Bill  forward.  In  the 
course  of  the  discussion,  honorable  members  had 
referred  to  the  present  state  of  the  law  in  regard 
to  petitions  relating  to  the  return  of  members  to 
Parliament — what  were  called  election  petitions. 
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Attasion  had  alfio  been  made  to  one  or  two  other 
points,  which  showed  that  the  whole  system  re- 
quired review.  He  was  able  to  inform  the  House 
tnat  a  Bill  was  now  in  course  of  preparation  by 
which  the  whole  of  the  electoral  system  of  the 
colony  would  be  brought  into  conformity  with 
what  he  might  call  the  opinions  of  the  present 
day.  iThat  Bill  would  be  introduced  next  ses- 
sion: in  faot^  if  the  present  session  continued 
for  a  month  longer,  he  would  introduce  it  before 
Parliament  was  prorogued.  The  object  of  that 
measure  was  to  simplify  the  mode  of  conducting 
elections,  and  to  proride  that  election  petitions 
should  not  be  tried  by  the  House,  but  by  an 
impartial  tribunal ;  for  he  felt  bound  to  admit 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  hope  that  honor- 
able members  could  proceed  to  consider  such 
questions  with  unbiassed  minds.  The  measure 
would  also  deal  with  the  question  of  the  fran- 
chise, and  with  the  subject  of  disqualification; 
and  care  would  be  taken  in  it  to  provide  that 
whaterer  laws  might  be  passed  by  Parliament 
on  the  subject  should  be  interpreted  by  a  per- 
fectly impartial  and  unbiassed  tribunal.  If 
honorable  members  were  satisfied  with  the  know- 
ledge that  such  a  Bill  was  in  preparation  and 
would  be  brought  forward  early  next  session,  and 
thought  that  it  was  difficult  to  deal  only  partially 
with  the  subject  this  session,  he  would  not  press 
for  the  passing  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House, 
but  would  take  the  decision  on  the  voices.  He 
only  stated  these  things  to  show  that  the  Go- 
Temment  had  not  been  idle  during  the  time  they 
had  been  in  office,  and  also  that  they  did  not 
desire  to  press  on  tlie  present  measure  if  the 
House  did  not  wish  it.  It  would  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  honorable  members  that  several  ques- 
tions were  put  to  the  Government  as  to  whether 
thev  intended  to  bring  forward  a  Disqualification 
Bill  this  session,  and  it  was  in  response  to  those 
questions,  and  the  wishes  expressed  by  several 
honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  measure  had  been 
introduced.  Having  said  so  much,  he  would  leave 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BEES  explained  that  he  was  one  of  the 
honorable  members  who  asked  the  Premier  to 
introduce  this  Bill.  He  had  since  asked  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  state  that  fact  to  the 
House,  as  he  did  not  wish,  by  any  apparent  in- 
consistency on  his  own  part  or  on  the  part  of 
any  other  honorable  member,  that  the  honorable 

fentleman  should  be  placed  in  a  false  position, 
raving  been  one  of  those  who  asked  that  the  Bill 
•hould  be  introduced,  he  b^^d  now  to  state  that 
under  the  circumstances  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  necessary  to  pass  it  this  session. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  Native  Lands  Bill,  the 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  which 
has  just  been  called  on,  is  not  in  print.  The  Bill 
itself  is  one  of  a  purely  technical  character,  and 
has  no  relation  to  the  statement  which  I  am  now 
about  to  address  to  the  House.  I  will  preface 
my  statement  by  moving  the  postponement  of 
that  Order  until  next  Monday,  so  as  to  enable 
the  Bill  to  be  placed  before  the  Houee  in  print. 
Sir  G.  Qrey 


In  proceeding  to  make  my  statement,  I  have  to 
apologize  to  the  House  for  the  delay  which  has 
taken  place,  and  which  has  been  owing  to  the 
fact  that  for  some  time  past  I  have  been  suffering 
from  a  malady  which  has  to  a  gre^  extent  pre* 
vented  me  from  speaking  in  the  House,  and 
which  makes  the  taisk  at  the  present  time  move 
a  source  of  pain  than  of  pleasure.  But  possibly 
I  have  not  suffered  by  the  dday,  because  I  have 
been  enabled  to  make  Airtlier  inquiries  into  mat- 
ters connected  with  my  department,  which  will 
make  my  statement  of  a  fuller  and  more  exhaus- 


tive kind  than  it  otherwise  would  have 
At  the  same  time,  suffering  as  I  am,  I  shall  be 
glad  if  the  House  will  give  me  a  quiet  hearing,  as 
it  is  impossible  that  I  can  maintain  my  voice  at 
an  unusual  pitch  for  any  length  of  time.  I  will 
first,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  dispose 
of  a  matter  which  is  of  a  somewhat  personal 
character.  No  person,  probably,  had  less  idee 
than  myself,  when  I  left  this  House  last  veor, 
that  I  should  come  back  this  session  to  hold  the 
office  of  Native  Minister.  Some  men,  Sir,  are 
bom  to  greatness ;  others  have  greatness  thrust 
upon  them.  I  presume  I  am  in  the  latter  cats- 
gory. 

Hon.  Mbhbsbs. — Some  achieve  greatness. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— If  I  have  achieved  it,  I  msy 
say  this  much,  that  I  have  achieved  it  by  so 
earnest  desire  to  do  my  best  for  the  good  of  this 
country.  For  the  last  three  or  four  years  the 
newspapers  have  been  teeming  with  remarks 
personal  to  myself,  and  especially  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  my  connection  with  Native  affkirs  —  all 
pointing  in  the  direction  that  I  should  be  unfit  to 
be  intrusted  with  the  management  of  them,  and 
that  neoessarily  I  must  be  a  person  from  whom 
good  government  could  not  possibly  be  expected. 
In  this  House,  only  a  few  nights  ago,  one  of  the 
oldest  members  took  occasion  to  refer  to  myself 
in  terms  which  I  shall  now  read.  I  do  not  intend 
to  debate  those  terms,  and,  although  I  ma^  pos- 
sibly be  somewhat  out  of  order  in  referring  to 
them,  as  they  were  used  in  a  previous  debate, 
yet  I  hope  the  House  will  allow  me  to  do  so,  be- 
cause I  was  at  that  time  unable  to  take  part  in 
the  debate  myself.  The  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui  said, — 

'*  Then  I  know  my  constituents  will  be  delisted 
to  hear  the  utterances  of  the  Minister  for  Native 
Affairs.  They  would  like  very  much  to  know  by 
what  means  be  is  going  to  counteract  that  ^Btem 
of  repudiation  which  he  has  been  inaugurating  in 
a  certain  province  of  New  Zealand  for  some  years 
past,  and  the  leading  delegates  of  which  hare 
been,  within  the  last  few  months,  on  a  visit  to 
the  district  which  I  represent,  for  the  purpose  of 
inciting  our  Natives  there  also  to  engage  in  the 
work  of  repudiation,  on  the  ground  that  the  lands 
on  which  we  are  now  living,  and  which  were  pur- 
chased, at  the  time  when  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  was  Qovemor  of  the  colony,  at 
the  price  of  lOd.  and  Is.  an  acre,  are  now  worth 
£10  an  acre.  I  am  sure  that  my  const  itueoia 
would  be  delighted  to  hear  the  honorable  gentle- 
man declare  in  this  House  the  plan  by  whioh 
he  means  to  counteract  the  mischtevous,  dan- 
gerous, ruinous,  and  &tal  iaflMiiees  whiofa  (hut 
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Bepodiation  partj  have  been  attempting  to  exer- 
cise within  the  last  few  months,  bj  their  leading 
chiefs  and  others,  in  the  district  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it 
mjself,  if  I  am  to  remain  in  the  district  and  to 
lu^  my  property  there  on  this  dangeroos  tenure 
which  the  Repudiation  party  is  gradually  spread- 
ing OTor  the  colony,  i  haTe  no  doubt  that  the 
Katire  Minister,  with  his  great  readiness  at  expe- 
dients, with  his  great  ability,  and  with  that  large 
knowledge  of  the  Natives  which  we  haye  heard 
paraded  by  his  chief,  would  be  quite  prepared  to 
announce  a  policy  which  would  relieye  us  from 
the  dangerous  position  in  which  we  stand.  It 
would  be  satisfactory  for  us  to  know  what  it  is.'* 

Sir,  I  am  about  to  expound  that  policy ;  but, 
before  doing  so,  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer 
to  this  statement,  inasmuch  as  it  affects  myself 
and  my  position  in  this  House.  I  may  say  that, 
in  the  first  place,  the  statement  that  emissaries 
of  what  is  termed  the  Bepudiation  party  haye 
been  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  district  within 
the  last  few  months  is  incorrect.  To  my  certain 
knowledge  no  persons  connected  with  the  so-called 
B^adiadon  party  haye  been  there  for  the  last 
tiro  or  three  years.  In  the  second  place,  I  would 
point  out  that  my  connection  with  what  is  termed 
the  Bepndiation  party  is  the  ordinary  connection 
which  exists  between  a  solicitor  and  his  client.  I 
simply  undertook  professional  work — professional 
won  which  had  been  undertaken  by  other  per- 
sons in  the  profession  before  myself,  and  pro- 
fessional work  of  a  character  which  is  being  done 
DOW  all  oyer  the  North  Island  by  members  of  the 
profession  to  which  I  belong.  My  own  conscience 
is  to  myself  the  best  answer  as  to  how  I  have 
done  that  woi^  But  I  know  this  much :  If  I 
had  chosen  to  make  use  of  my  position,  I  could 
have  quadrupled,  aye,  could  have  increased  my 
ineome  ten  or  twelve  times ;  but  I  have  allowed 
public  reasons  to  influence  me  too  much  in  my 
connection  with  the  work,  and  I  have  preferred 
to  raise  questions  simply  from  a  public  point 
gI  view,  rather  than  make  the  ordinary  profit 
and  gain  which  would  have  followed  from  the 
practice  of  my  profession  in  the  ordinary  way. 
u  is  no  crime  in  any  one  to  take  up  the  cause  of 
the  Natives,  for  they  are  British  subjects,  bound 
by  our  laws  and  compelled  to  obey  them.  Why 
should  they  be  debatred  from  professional  assist- 
ance, when  the  European,  who  knows  the  law  and 
can  speak  the  Engluh  language,  can  have  legal 
awistance  whenever  he  wants  it?  I  feel  suro 
that  honorable  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  not  bok  upon  me  as  any  the  worse 
for  haying  given  honest,  fair,  and,  as  far  as  was 
in  my  power,  able  assistance  to  the  Native  people ; 
and  that,  io  long  as  I  have  not  lent  myseu  to 
any  improper  practices,  or  subjected  myself  to  be 
struck  off  the  rolls,  th^  will  not  think  the  worse 
of  me  for  having,  as  I  have  said,  .consented  to 
beeome  the  advocate  of  a  number  of  Native 
daima.  I  may  say  Uiis  much,  and  I  say  it  ad- 
visedly :  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  ract  that 
I  took  up  these  cases  at  the  time  I  did,  and  that 
I  stood  by  these  people,  rafusing  all  offers  of 
graater  emolument — I  say,  but  for  that  fact,  you 
would  haye  had  in  the  District  of  Hawke's  Bay 


disturbances  of  the  most  serious  character.  But 
the  fact  of  my  being  thero  to  lead  them  to  look 
to  the  proper  authority  for  redress,  to  furnish 
them  with  a  vent  to  their  grievances,  was  the 
means  of  preserving  the  peace.  The  cardinal 
principle  which  actuated  me  when  I  went  to 
reside  at  Hawke's  Bay,  and  which  actuates  me 
at  the  present  time,  is  this :  that  I  have  idways 
rofused,  and  do  now  rofuse,  to  undertake  a  single 
case  as  against  the  Qovernment.  I  have  ad- 
yised  the  completion  of  Gbvemment  purchases, 
and  beforo  I  came  down  to  this  House  I  gave 
days  of  my  time  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
in  the  completion  of  those  G-ovemment  pur- 
chases. It  IS  quite  true  that  I  advocated  the 
interests  of  the  Natives  of  Hawke's  Bay ;  it  it 
quite  true  that  I  brought  their  cases  into  Court  i 
but  I  have  done  no  more  for  the  Maori  people 
than  would  be  done  for  the  European  people  by 
any  member  of  the  legal  profession.  But,  hold- 
ing the  position  which  I  now  hold,  I  have  ceased 
to  advocate  their  cases.  I  have  now  to  decide, 
and,  if  I  have  proved  myself  a  straightforward 
advocate,  that  is  a  very  good  reason  why  I  should 
prove  a  fair  and  impartial  judge.  Now,  as  the 
House  is  aware,  a  great  many  accusations  have 
been  made  against  me,  and  I  find  in  this  morn- 
ing's paper  a  summary  of  those  accusations.  I 
am  charged  with  preaching  the  "  Gh>spel  of  Re- 
pudiation," and  it  is  said  that  my  accession  to 
office  is  likely  to  lead  to  an  agitaiion  among  the 
Native  people.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  never 
gone  outsioe  of  the  small  District  of  Hawke's  Bay 
to  conduct  a  case.  I  have  been  asked  to  take  up 
cases  in  the  Wairarapa,  in  Wanganui,  and  other 
parts  of  the  country ;  but  I  have  refused  to  do 
so,  because  I  would  on  no  account  lend  myself  to 
an  agitation  which  might  assume  a  political  cha- 
racter. I  wish  now  to  refer  specifically  to  one 
matter.  I  have  been  charged  since  this  House 
met  with  having  advised  Takarangi  and  other 
Natives  residing  near  Wanffanui  to  come  down 
and  demand  possession  of  land  which  they  as- 
serted had  been  improperly  taken  from  them  by 
the  Government.  Thero  are  Europeans  in  thii 
city  and  Native  members  in  this  House  who  were 
present  at  the  interviews  I  had  with  Takarangi, 
and  they  can  testify  that,  after  hearing  his  case, 
I  distinctly  told  him  that  he  had  no  grounds, 
either  in  law  or  in  equity,  on  which  to  go  against 
the  Government ;  that  bis  only  hope  was  to  peti- 
tion the  House,  and  that  the  House  might  pos- 
sibly recommend  that  he  should  receive  a  small 
grant  of  land.  These  gentlemen  can  bear  me 
out  in  that.  And  I  say  this,  further :  that,  the 
moment  I  heard  what  had  occurred  at  Wanga- 
nui, I  warned  Takarangi  to  desist  in  his  action, 
and  that,  if  he  did  not,  I  and  the  gentlemen  I 
have  referred  to  would  cease  to  take  any  inter- 
est in  his  petition.  That  disposes  of  that  matter. 
I  say  emphatically  that  every  accusation  that 
I  advised,  aided,  or  abetted  Takarangi  in  his 
action  is  absolutely  untrue.  It  has  also  been  said 
that  the  stealing  of  certain  cattle  at  Puniu,  in 
the  Waikato,  and  the  driying  them  over  the 
frontier  into  the  King  country,  is  also  evidence 
of  the  encouragement  s^iven  to  the  Natives  by  my 
accession  to  ofl^    It  happens,  unfortunately  for 
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that  statement,  that  no  cattle  were  stolen  at  all. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  lawless  act  complained  of 
on  the  part  of  tJie  King  Natives  was  this :  The 
cattle  or  a  European  settler  strajed  away  in  the 
night  J  thej  got  into  the  King  country,  and  were 
ordered  to  be  driven  back  to  the  farm  of  the 
owner.  I  have  received  from  Major  Mair,  Major 
Te  Wheoro,  and  other  Government  officers,  state- 
ments of  the  mo.4t  distinct  kind  on  that  point. 
There  has  been  no  stealing:  on  the  contrary, 
there  has  been  additional  proof  of  tlie  desire  of 
the  Natives  to  conform  to  the  law  and  to  make 
friends  of  tlie  Europeans.  It  has  also  been  said 
that  my  accession  to  office  has  to  some  extent 
been  the  cause  of  tlie  stoppage  of  the  surveys  at 
Taupo  and  other  places.  It  is  quite  true  that 
there  have  been  stoppages  of  surreys,  and  I  shall 
presently  refer  to  the  causes  which  led  to  those 
stoppages ;  but  I  will  shortly  state  what  has  been 
the  actual  cause  of  the  stoppages  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  well  known  that  extensive  purchases 
of  Native  land  have  been  going  on  for  two  or 
three  years  past,  and  it  is  edso  well  known  that 
certain  reserves  were  to  be  made  out  of  those 
lands  for  the  Natives.  Although  there  were 
Government  officers  whose  duty  it  was  to  make 
those  reserves,  they  have  not  made  them;  and 
now  the  Native  people  have  interfered,  believing 
that  the  reserves  were  about  to  be  denied  them, 
and  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  deeds  of  sale.  So 
far  as  I  can  make  out,  those  are  the  principal 
acts  of  lawlessness  charged  against  myself  and 
my  colleagues.  If  we  wished  to  adopt  the  tu  quo- 
que  style  of  argument,  we  might  point  to  many 
similar  acts  which  have  occurred  during  many 
years  back — the  murders  of  Sullivan  and  Todd, 
and  the  occurrence  that  took  place  a  few  days 
ago  at  Opunake — but  they  would  not  establish 
similar  accusations  against  the  late  Government 
any  more  than  the  occurrences  I  have  referred  to 
establish  the  accusations  against  ourselves.  But  I 
will  state  presently  how  I  can  quite  imagine  that 
these  things  may  happen,  and  I  will  show  that  it 
would  be  wise  and  prudent  not  to  attempt  to  en- 
force the  law  at  the  risk  of  imperilling  the  peace 
of  the  country.  I  must  say  that  I  felt  grieved  at 
the  tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui,  because  I  have  a  vivid  recollection 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  formerly  advocated  the  interests  of  the 
Native  people.  There  was  a  time  when  there 
was  no  Repudiation  party,  but  there  were  charges 
of  gross  injustice  to  the  Native  people.  The 
honorable  gentleman  warmly  advocated  .their 
cause,  and  he  and  his  party  tried  to  place  them- 
selves in  power  on  the  strength  of  their  advocacy. 
Having  used  that  ladder,  be  has  thrown  it  down, 
but  he  ought  not  to  charge  me  with  anything  dis- 
creditable because  I  honestly  make  use  of  the 
same  means  to  gain  position.  Up  to  the  present 
time  I  have  been  about  the  best-abused  man  in 
the  country,  with  the  exception  of  the  Premier ; 
but  I  have  never  replied  to  any  attacks  made  on 
me  personally.  These  attacks  have,  however,  ac- 
quired a  significance  they  did  not  possess  before, 
because  it  is  believed,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that 
they  ore  inspired  by  gentlemen  who  were  lately 
relieved  from  office,  although  they  are  written 
Mr.  Skeehan 


by  gentlemen  not  members  of  this  House.  The 
paper  in  which  these  charges  appear  is  the  morn- 
ing paper  published  in  Wellington,  and  rf  it  hai 
a  leaning  it  is  certainly  on  the  side  of  the  present 
Opposition.  Now,  Sir,  looking  at  the  fact  that 
for  tlie  last  five  or  six  years  the  administration  of 
Native  afiairs  has  been  in  the  hands  of  one  per- 
son, and  that  we  have  only  had  what  I  may  call 
progress  reports  at  tlie  various  meetings  of  the 
Assembly,  I  may  perhaps  be  excused  if  X  go  into 
matters  more  lully  than  they  have  been  gone 
into  for  some  time  past.  I  shall  go  very  fully 
into  the  Native  question.  I  shall  give  facts  and 
figures,  and  leave  the  House  to  draw  its  own 
deductions  from  those  facts  and  figures.  To  do 
so  may  occupy  some  time,  and  it  may  be  a  little 
weurisome ;  but  at  the  same  time,  having  these 
facts  and  figures  before  them,  honorable  members 
will  be  better  able  to  master  the  position,  and  will 
be  better  able  to  judge  of  our  prospects  than 
they  would  be  without  them.  .  As  honorable  mem- 
bers are  aware,  we  have  tried  various  methods  of 
treating  the  Native  people.  We  have  tried  to  be 
lenient  and  kind  to  them ;  and  that  policy,  with 
the  exception  of  the  outbreak  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  in  1845,  and  the  outbreak  on  the  coasts 
of  Cook  Strait  about  that  lime,  has  been  followed 
out  ever  since.  Up  to  1863  we  had  almost  un- 
broken peace  throughout  the  country.  A  policy 
prevailed  which  was  termed  the  "  flour-and-8ugar 
policy,"  a  name  which  was  indicative  of  the  con-, 
tempt  in  which  the  policy  was  held  by  the  people 
of  the  colony  ;  but  I  shall  show  that  it  was  a 
policy  which,  with  its  many  drawbacks,  was  pro- 
ductive of  many  benefits.  In  1863  we  entered 
on  our  real  contest  and  struggle  with  the  Na- 
tive people  in  the  Waikato  war.  We  borrowed 
a  large  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose.  I  say, 
for  myself,  and  I  say  it  now  for  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people  of  the  colony,  that,  if  we  could  go 
back  to  that  time,  and  reconsider  our  position,  we 
should  never  have  had  a  Waikato  war.  The 
£3,000,000  which  was  borrowed  to  carry  on  that 
war  could  have  been  better  employed  than  in 
decimating  the  Native  people,  and  it  would  have 
been  possible  to  avoid  a  conflict  with  the  Native 
race.  From  1863  to  1869  we  had  nothing  but  a 
succession  of  chronic  wars.  The  Waikato  war  was 
hardly  over  before  we  had  a  war  at  Wanganui, 
and  another  on  the  East  Coast.  From  1836  to 
1869  there  was  nothing  but  disturbance;  but 
from  1869  we  have  had  peace,  almost  unbroken 
peace,  a  peace  which  has  only  been  disturbed  by 
6ome  isolated  act  of  aggression  or  some  solitary 
murder  in  the  out-districts.  It  should  be  re- 
membered, in  justice  to  men  who  bore  the  heat 
and  burden  of  that  day,  that  it  is  not  to  the  Pub- 
lic Works  policy  that  is  due  the  peace  which  has 
.  followed.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  men  who 
adhered  to  the  policy  pursued  from  1863  to  1869, 
whidi  they  did  in  spite  of  the  greatest  re- 
verses and  in  spite  of  public  opimon,  accom- 
plished the  work  of  breaking  the  power  of  the 
Native  people  in  this  Island,  and  that  but  for 
what  they  accomplished  the  Public  Works  policy 
could  not  have  been  carried  out,  nor  should  we 
have  had  the  peace  which  we  have  since  enjoyed. 
In  saying  that,  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
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OTerlook  the  beneficial  results  of  the  Immigration 
and  Public  Works  policy  upon  this  Island.  And 
here  I  would  say,  sinking  all  party  feeling,  for- 
getting all  past  differences,  that  it  would  be  un- 
Fair  to  deny  that  to  Sir  Donald  McLean  we  are 
largely  indebted  for  the  fact  that  from  1869  up 
to  the  present  time  wo  have  been  at  peaoe  with 
the  Natire  people.  Whateyer  may  naTe  been 
our  differences  with  him,  politically  or  privately, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  to  him  and  to  his 
policy,  and  to  his  determination  to  avoid  a  con- 
flict with  the  Natife  people,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  fiurt^  that  we  have  not  been  called  upon 
to  micounter  the  Natires  and  to  borrow  money 
to  canj  on  a  war.  It  has  been  said  that  during 
these  fire  or  six  years  the  old  policy  has  been 
reetored,  that  the  law  has  not  been  yindicated, 
and  that  the  Natives  have  been  allowed  to  do 
as  they  thought  proper ;  but  I  hold  that  on  en- 
tering upon  Uie  Immigration  and  Public  Works 
policy  it  woald  have  been  an  act  of  suicide  to 
have  provoked  or  sought  for  a  Native  disturbance. 
The  eeeenoe  of  our  being  able  to  borrow  money 
in  the  English  market  was  the  fieust  that  the 
colony  was  at  peace.  Had  disturbances  occurred 
about  that  time,  we  might  have  packed  up  our 
traps  and  left  districts,  which  are  now  flourish- 
ing and  prosperous,  in  possession  of  the  Natives. 
And  when  we  are  reminded  of  these  things — 
an  outrage  here  and  a  murder  there — I  profer 
to  look  at  the  general  results,  rather  than  to  say 
that  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  should 
forthwith  be  punished,  or  that  reparation  at 
all  hazards  should  be  enforced.  I  look  at  the 
general  results,  and  say  that  the  colony  must 
progress — that  it  is  better  to  allow  these  acts  to 
paae  for  a  time  unpunished  on  account  of  the 
greater  good  which  is  being  performed  for  the 
colony.  Now  I  come  to  a  question  which  has 
been  raised  on  several  occasions  by  the  public 
Prese — namely,  the  possibility  of  another  Native 
outbreak.  In  the  first  place,  I  will  mention 
to  the  House  what  is  ai  the  present  time  the 
precise  number  of  the  Native  population.  The 
last  oeasns,  taken  in  1874,  gave  us  the  following 
retom  :  For  the  North  Isknd-— males,  28,649 ; 
females,  19,769:  or  a  total  of  48,418.  The 
population  of  the  South  Island  is  about  9>600, 
making  a  gross  total  of  about  46,000.  We  must 
also  remember  how  that  population  is  distributed. 
A  large  portion  of  it  is  to  tne  north  of  Auckland, 
anotb^  large  portion  is  located  between  Auckland 
and  the  Waikato,  another  large  portion  is  situated 
on  the  East  Coast,  and  yet  another  large  portion 
is  located  in  Hawke's  Bay.  I  say  that  in  aU  these 
diatzicts  the  chances  of  a  Native  outbreak  are  ab- 
solutdy  infinitesimal.  The  Natives  of  those  dis- 
tricts Uiemselves  would,  whenever  called  upon,  do 
as  they  have  done  before — assist  us  to  put  down 
any  Native  outbreak.  If  there  be  any  part  of 
the  Native  population  in  the  North  Island  who 
we  may  expect  would  be  the  prime  movers  in  a 
Native  outbreak  it  is  those  who  live  in  the  King 
country.  The  King  country  contains  only  6,265 
persons,  and  of  these  but  2,856  are  males.  Of 
course  we  must  not  forget  that  when  a  crisis 
comes  a  number  of  Native  women  can  take  up 
«,  and  use  them  with  considerable  effect ;  but, 
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looking  at  the  fact  that  we  have  26,000  or  80,000 
loyal  Natives  on  our  side,  the  chances  of  a  Native 
outbreak  are  simply  ml.    Now,  I  will  point  out, 
and  I  point  it  out  with  renet,  that,  while  we  are 
increasing  in  population,  the  Natives,  from  whom 
it  is  thought  we  are  in  this  danger,  are  decreas- 
ing.   There  has  been  a  system  instituted  by  which 
we  are  enabled  to  ascertain  the  number  of  births 
and  deaths  which  occur  in  the  different  Native 
districts,  and  I  find  that  the  births  are  not  as 
large  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Native^  as 
they  used  to  be.    In  the  District  of  Taurangs 
the  numbers  of  the  Native  population  are  as 
follow : — 

Population  in  1874  ...  ...     1,245 

in  1877  1A48 


Decrease 
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This  decrease  is  owing  to  the  dying  out  of  the 
race.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  chance  of 
a  Native  outbreak  is  something  below  sero,  all 
the  evidence  points  in  the  direction  that  we  need 
not  any  further  dread  a  Native  war.  We  know 
that  the  Natives  themselves  wish  to  be  reconciled 
to  their  European  friends,  and  that  they  are  de« 
sirous  of  becoming  amenable  to  the  law.  They 
are  settling  down  into  steady  habits,  and  tlie 
King  Natif  es  have  invited  to  live  amongst  them 
a  large  number  of  the  most  loyal  Natives  in  the 
colony — I  mean  the  people  of  whom  Te  Wheoro 
is  a  leadine  chief.  There  is  another  reason 
why  I  think  we  maj  dismiss  from  our  minds 
the  idea  that  there  is  any  possibility  of  a  Na- 
tive outbreak,  and  that  is  that  the  King  coun- 
try is  split  into  two  ^arts.  On  the  one  side  we 
have  the  Eling  and  his  party,  and  on  the  other 
side  we  have  Kewi  and  his  party ;  and  I  do  not 
think  they  would  unite  again  to  wage  war  with 
the  Europeans.  It  is  just  as  well  that  we  should 
know  this,  because  there  is  nothing  that  could  do 
more  harm  to  the  colony  than  to  have  the  im- 
pression ffo  abroad  that  there  was  any  danger  of 
another  Native  war.  We  must  remember  that 
our  Public  Works  policy  is  unfinished,  and,  if 
that  policy  is  to  be  made  the  success  which  its 
promoters  intended  it  to  be,  it  wUl  be  necessary 
to  show  to  the  money-lender  in  England  that  the 
borrowed  money  will  not  have  to  be  spent  in 
putting  down  Native  outbreaks,  but  in  oarrring 
on  the  public  works  which  have  already  been 
undertaken.  I  look  upon  the  money  which  has 
already  been  spent  in  putting  down  Native  out- 
breaks in  the  light  of  money  thrown  away.  I 
observe,  from  certain  statements  which  I  have 
in  my  office,  that  we  expended  something  Uke 
£3,200,000  in  puttins  down  Natl? e  disturbances, 
and,  as  I  have  already  saidi  I  consider  that  that 
money  was  simply  thrown  away.  I  feel  perfectly 
certain  that,  if  we  continue  our  present  policy, 
and  if,  instead  of  firing  powder  and  ball  at  the 
Natives,  we  spend  the  money  in  opening  up  the 
country,  the  result  tHII  be  infinitely  more  bene- 
ficial to  the  colony.  A  great  deal  of  good  has 
resulted  from  the  spending  of  the  mone^  which 
has  already  been  expended  in  the  Native  dis* 
tricts  in  opening  up  roads,  kia.  The  amount 
spent  in  that  way  up  to  the  present  time  is  about 
i&450,000 ;  and,  if  we  continue  to  spend  money  in 
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the  same  manner  and  on  the  same  object,  it  will 
prodaoe  at  least  this  good:  that  in  the  event 
of  a  war  the  whole  countiy  will  in  the  course 
of  time  be  traversable  from  end  to  end.  I  shall 
now  refer  very  briefly  to  the  question  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  Native  districts.  In 
those  districts  justice  is  administered  bj  gentle- 
men of  the  European  race.  Thej  act  as  Magis- 
trates, and  are  assisted  by  assessors  and  police- 
men without  number.  I  remember  that  when, 
in  1873,  I  was  travelling  overland  from  Napier 
to  Auckland,  I  stopped  for  a  short  time  in  the 
ArawA  country,  and  I  found  that  nearly  every 
male  adult  in  the  place  was  either  an  assessor,  an 
assessor's  clerk,  a  policeman,  or  a  policeman's  derk; 
and  I  found  that  the.  amount  spent  among  those 
pecmle  every  year  in  salaries  and  allowances  was 
nearly  £9,000.  Although  that  system  is  not  now 
carried  on  to  such  a  great  degree,  still  it  is  going 
on  to  some  extent,  and  I  believe  that  some 
reform  is  needed  in  that  direction.  We  have 
been  for  some  time  past  in  the  habit  of  making 
some  slight  medical  provision  for  the  Native 
people,  and  I  may  ssy  that  I  propose  to  continue 
to  do  so,  and,  if  possible,  upon  a  somewhat  more 
extensive  scale,  until  the  Natives  can  provide  for 
themselves  in  that  respect.  We  expend  money 
in  this  direction  for  the  Europeans,  and  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  not  do  it  also  for  the  Maoris, 
who  are,  like  us,  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  and 
contributors  to  the  revenue.  I  shall  not  refer 
to  this  matter  at  any  greater  length,  because  I 
have  subjects  of  greater  importance  yet  to  deal 
with.  I  will  now  refer  to  the  subjects  of  Na- 
tive schools  and  Native  education.  Everybody 
who  knows  anything  of  the  Native  character  will 
admit  that  the  Maoris  have  a  wonderful  aptitude 
for  learning.  In  the  early  days,  even  before  the 
establisliment  of  the  colony,  the  Natives  were 
taught  by  the  missionaries  to  read,  write,  and 
calculate.  They  learnt  to  do  all  these  things  in 
a  very  short  space  of  time,  and  as  each  beoftme 
proficient  he  went  out  to  teaoh^'his  friends.  This 
was  the  case  in  1840,  and  for  some  years  after- 
wards there  were  more  Natives  in  the  colony 
who  could  read,  write,  and  calculate  than  there 
were  Europeans.  But  the  defect  was  that  they 
were  taught  to  read,  write,  and  work  sums  in  the 
Native  language,  and  consequently  they  were  as 
fur  from  having  a  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 
guage as  they  were  before.  Sir,  I  am  again  called 
upon  to  speak  in  praise  of  the  gentleman,  now 
deceased,  who  for  several  years  held  the  office  of 
Native  Minister.  The  Natives  are  now,  and  have 
been  for  some  years  past,  taught  in  the  English 
languaffe,  and  it  was  largely  owing  to  his  exer- 
tions that  that  system  was  introduced,  and  the 
system  had  only  been  prevented  from  becoming 
a  greater  success  by  the  fact  that  the  country 
had  not  sufficient  funds  to  expend  in  carrying 
it  out.  I  have  received  from  the  various  Native 
schools  the  results  of  the  last  examination ;  I 
have  received  specimens  of  their  writins  from 
dictation,  drawing,  arithmetic,  needlework,  &c.; 
and  I  can  only  say  that  they  would  be  a  credit 
to  the  pupils  of  any  school  in  this  or  any  of 
the  other  colonies.  I  hope,  before  the  House 
rises,  to  obtain  a  room  in  these  buildings  in 
ifr.  Slk^Un 


which  to  exhibit  them,  so  that  honorable  msm- 
hers  may  judge  for  themselves  as  to  the  progrosi 
that  the  children  are  making.    The  total  smouot 
spent  on  the  education  of  the  Natives  during  the 
past  seven  years  has  been  only  £60,000,  and  tbii 
year  we  propose  to  spend  £11,000,  or  £4,000  less 
than  last  year.    With  that  money  we  propose  to 
maintain  fifty  village  schools.    I  think  we  sbsU 
be   justified   in   a^ing   that  this  vote  be  in- 
creased, and  I  feel  certain  that  the  amount  spent 
in  educating  the  Natives  is  money  well  spent.    I 
am  sure  that  it  will  repay  us  a  hundred-fold.  Whit 
we  want  is  more  scnools,  and  we  want,  also,  the 
best  masters  we  can  get.    The  schoolmasters  mast 
be  well  paid.    Their  work  is  very  arduous,  snd 
they  have  to  put  up  with  all  sorts  of  hardships, 
and  the  man  who  would  undertake  to  do  the  woik 
for  smaU  pay  is  not  the  man  who  will  be  op  to 
the  standard  that  is  required.     One  of  the  grest 
defects,  so  far,  has  been  that  the  masters  have  not 
been  paid  well  enough.    I  think,  therefore,  that 
we  ought  to  give  them  higher  salaries.    I  will 
now  refer  to  one  more  branch  of  what  I  may 
term  the  social  question,  which  will  occupy  ths 
attention  of  the  G-ovemment  in  their  dealingi 
with  the  Native  people,  and  that  is,  in  reference 
to  assisting  to  put  down  the  spread  of  intern* 
perance  among  tnem.    If  it  be  desirable  to  edu- 
cate the  Native  people  —  if  it  be  desirable  to 
make  an  attempt   to  raise  them  to  our  own 
level,  looking  at  the  fact  that  they  are  a  semi- 
savage  race,  having  all  the  defects  and  dedrei 
of  a  semi-savage  people,  fond  of  excitement,  and 
especially  of  the  excitement  that  springs  from 
intoxicating  drink,  we  should  endeavour,  as  far 
as  we  possibly  can,  even  if  we  do  nothing^moie, 
to  aid  them  in  the  efforts  which  they  are  now 
makinff  for  themselves  in  this  direction.    I  admit 
that  the  law  on  this  matter  as  it  now  stands  is 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition :  indeed,  the  Ssle 
of  Spirits  Ordinance  has  been  for  many  years  • 
dead-letter,  and  any  attempt  to  enforce  a  law 
which  has  been  practically  in  abeyance  for  the 
last  twenty  years  would  be  an  injustice  rather 
than  a  benefit.     As  I  mentioned  on  a  previou 
occasion  when  the   House   was  discussmg  this 
question,  we  can  do  this  much :  We  can  help  ths 
Native  people  to  regulate  their  own  settlements 
so  as  to  prevent  the  introduction  or  use  of  ardent 
spirits  within  those  settlements.     I  have  no  fesr 
of  what  the  efibct  will  be.    I  have  no  fear  bat 
that  the  Native  people  will  shake  off  the  habits 
of  intemperance  m  which  they  have  indulged.    I 
think  I  shall  have  the  support  of  the  House  in  ths 
efforts  I  shall  make  to  enable  steps  of  this  kind 
to  be  taken  in  Native  districts.    I  am  (^  to  be 
able  to  say  that  the  reports  from  all  parts  of  ths 
country  for  the  present  year  show  a  decrease  in 
the  drinking  habits  of  the  Native  P^j^*    ^^ 
cause  of  this  is  not  difficult  to  see.    There  ars 
two  causes  at  work  in  this  direction.    First  of 
all,   there  is  the  falling  off*  to  some  extent  of 
Government  land  purchases,  consequently  thers 
is  not  the  same  amount  of  money  to  spend  as 
formerly,  and  therefore  there  is  a  less  quantity 
of  liquor  consumed.    There  i?,  however,  a  muco 
more  valuable  cause   at   work,  and    one   whioh 
this  House  will  sympathize  with — the  movemeot 
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which  is  known  sb  the  Good  Templar  moTement. 
That  moTement  has  taken  a  strong  hold  on  the 
KatiTe  people,  and  Lodges  haye  b^n  formed  in 
different  PArts  of  the  countiy.  Any  person  hold- 
ing the  office  which  I  do  should  do  eyerything  in 
his  power  to  assist  in  deyeloping  that  moyement 
and  encooraging  the  people  who  are  taking  these 
steps  to  establish  Good  Templar  Lodges  among 
the  Natiye  people.  Sir,  I  now  come  to  a  yerjr 
jmctical  question  indeed — the  question  of  our 
Natiye  land.purchase  system.  I  am  speaking  now 
of  our  Natiye  land  purchase  system  such  as  it  has 
been  made  since  the  introduction  of  the  Immi- 
gration and  Public  Works  policy.  The  House 
will  remember  that  from  1870  up  to  the  present 
time  we  haye  authorized  the  raising  of  £700,000 
by  way  of  loan  for  the  purchase  of  a  landed 
estate  in  the  North  Island.  Of  that  amount  the 
greater  portion  has  been  spent.  It  has  been  spent 
in  snch  a  way  as,  to  my  mind,  to  produce  the 
least  possible  result  with  the  largest  amount  of 
money.  The  cardinal  defect  in  the  system  has 
been  that  the  purchase  of  Native  land  has  been 
conducted  on  commission.  The  persons  purchas- 
ing haye  looked  rather  to  the  quantity  than 
to  the  quality  of  the  land  bought.  Their  object 
was  to  try  to  close  transactions  4n  order -to  get 
the  commission  on  the  purchase.  I  can  show 
that  in  many  cases  the  transactions  haye  not 
been  closed  at  all.  I  would  point  out  something 
tliat  has  happened  in  connection  with  these  pur- 
chases  which  nas  made  apparent  to  my  mind  the 
defect  of  the  system  of  payment  by  commission. 
The  Land  Purchase  Commissioners  nc^tiated 
for  the  purchase  of  large  blocks  of  land  in  every 
direction,  and  small  payments  were  made  on 
aooount.  It  has  also  happened  in  many  cases 
that,  instead  of  going  to  the  elders  of  the  tribes 
who  held  the  land,  to  men  of  mature  age  and 
posaeseing  greater  wisdom,  who  could  make  a 
prudent  bargain,  the  agents  haye  gone  to  the 

Joung  and  improyident  people  of  the  tribes,  and 
aye  induced  them  to  accept  small  payments 
on  account  when  large  sums  ought  to  have  been 
obtained.  Again,  the  money  has  been  paid  io 
what  I  may  term  driblets,  and  in  many  cases 
payment  has  not  been  made  in  cash :  it  has  been 
made  in  orders  to  storekeepers,  and  the  bulk 
of  it  has  been  spent  in  absolutely  unnecessary 
■rticlet  of  luxury — the  greater  portion,  I  haye 
good  ground  to  fear,  on  grog.  In  addition  to 
this  defect  in  the  system,  we  l^ye  had  the  delays 
in  the  eom{^etion  of  the  purchase.  Some  of  the 
transactions  are  two  or  three  years  old  at  the 
present  time,  and  appear  to  be  no  nearer  com- 
pletion than  at  the  commencement.  We  haye 
an  additional  element  of  trouble  and  disturbance 
from  the  fact  that  in  many  of  these  cases  no 
reseryea  were  made,  although  pronused.  In  some 
instances  the  land  was  taken  in  lumps,  without 
any  reserves  of  any  kind  being  left,  and  we  have 
now  to  take  the  power  of  manng  these  reserves. 
Sir,  all  these  thin^  combined  to  produce  a 
Cstling  among  the  Native  people  which  is  fatal 
to  the  SQCcessful  ojperations  of  the  Government 
in  a  Land  Purchasmg  Department.  I  will  show 
the  Hooie  some  of  the  results  of  the  system, 
and  X  think  honorable  memben  will  agree  with 


me  that  I  have  put  the  thing  mildly — that  I 
have  not  at  all  exaggerated  the  state  of  the  case 
in  saying  that  we  have  got  the  least  possible 
result  for  the  largest  amount  of  money.  The 
official  return  of  land  negotiated  for  is  as  follows  : 
Freehold,  4,613,000  acres  (I  give  the  round  num- 
bers only)  ;  leasehold,  1,640,000  acres — making 
a  total  area  of  a  little  over  six  million  acres.  That 
in  itself  looks  very  promising  indeed,  but  when 
we  go  below  the  surface  and  see  the  absolute 
result  the  House  will  find  that  I  am  justified  in 
condemning  the  system  aa  I  have  done.  I  find 
that  of  the  freehold  transactions  only  1,967,402 
acres  have  been  completed,  leaving  nearly 
2,700,000  still  unsettled.  I  have  been  informed 
by  the  officers  of  the  department  that  out  of 
tne  leasehold  transactions  they  cannot  return 
one  single  acre  in  a  state  to  hand  over  to  any 
single  European  purchaser.  They  cannot  give 
me  an  instance  of  a  single  lease  of  land  that 
the  Government  might  to-morrow  cut  up  into 
allotments  and  dispose  of  to  private  persons.  Of 
the  £700,000  raised  by  loan,  a  sum  of  £531,048 
has  been  expended,  only  leaving  to  complete  two- 
thirds  of  the  actual  work  not  much  more  than 
one-fifth  of  the  money.  I  have  made  inquiries 
on  the  question  of  payment  of  rent.  We  have 
got  nothing  as  yet,  and,  until  we  get  something, 
as  a  prudent  Government  we  will  not  pay  any 
rent  at  all.  I  may  mention  that  in  the  items  of 
expenditure  there  is  a  total  of  £102,000  inci- 
dental expenses.  I  have  heard  honorable  gentle- 
men refer  to  that  as  indicating  an  enormous  per- 
centage on  the  cost  of  purchase,  but  on  looking 
into  the  items  it  will  be  found  thiEtt  this  is  not  so, 
for,  out  of  the  £102,000  payable,  £17,000  has  to 
be  paid  to  the  Province  or  Auckland  in  settle- 
ment of  old  land  claims,  £3,000  has  to  be  paid 
to  the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay  in  settlement  of 
similar  claims,  and  about  £36,000  has  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Native  Land  Court  to  meet  expenses 
in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  Native  land. 
The  total  expense  for  surveys  and  the  acquisition 
of  land  has  been  £40,000  or  £44,000.  The  de- 
fects in  the  leases,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out,  are  of 
three  kinds.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  some 
instances  in  which  the  proper  persons  did  not 
give  their  sanction.  In  the  second  place,  there 
are  persons,  being  married  women  whose  names 
appear  in  the  Crown  grant,  whose  husbands  were 
not  consenting  parties.  And,  in  the  third  place, 
persons  are  named  in  the  Crown  grants  as  consent- 
ing parties  who  were  under  age.  Those  causes 
wul  also  be  found  to  be  at  work  even  in  regard 
to  the  freehold  land.  Of  the  1,967,000  odd  acres 
of  freehold  land  negotiated  for,  at  least  in  regard 
to  one-third  of  it  it  will  be  found  that  the  titles 
are  invalid,  and  it  will  require  more  money  to  be 
paid  away  and  other  acts  to  be  done  in  order  to 
make  those  titles  good.  It  must  be  evident  to 
the  House,  from  what  I  have  said,  that,  in  order  to 
carry  out  to  completion  all  these  land  transactions 
and  negotiations,  it  will  be  requisite  for  the  House 
to  furnish  more  money.  We  have  only  a  balance 
standing  at  present  amounting  to  £168,000,  and 
therefore  more  money  will  have  to  hi  got  to 
complete  the  bargains  that  are  now  outstanding, 
Nowj  I  have  to  invite  the  House  to  the  eon- 
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elusion  to  which  I  hare  come  upon  this  matter. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  sare 
us  from  a  great  loss,  that  these  titles  should  he 
made  good,  and  that  we  should  get  consideration 
as  far  as  possible  for  the  money  which  we  have 
paid.    In  some  instances  we  shall  not  be  able  lo 
complete  the  whole  title  to  a  particular  block. 
In  that  case  we  will  hand  back,  to  the  persons 
who  will  not  agree  to  sell,  so  much  of  the  land  as 
will  represent  their  interests.     It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  take  power  by  legislation  to  complete  the 
tnmsfer  of   blocks  in  which  minors  are  own- 
ing parties.      There  are    a    number  of   blocks 
of  land  in  which  children  under  age  hare  in- 
terests, and  to  enable  them  to  dispose  of  their 
title  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  power  to  allow 
trustees  to  be  appointed  by   the  Gbyemor  in 
Council,  under  whoso  authority  the  sales  may 
take  place.    The  Bill  deals  with  that  and  other 
matters,  and  by  it  the  Goyemor  in  Council  may 
appoint  trustees  with  power  to  sell,  and  giro 
tnem  certain  control  as  to  how  the  purchase- 
money  may  be  inyested  for  the  benefit  of  the 
minors.    It  is  proposed,  also,  to  abolish  the  system 
of  payment  by  commission,  to  close  up  at  once 
all  outstanding  contracts  of  that  nature,  and  to 
employ  in  the  completion  of  purchases  persons 
who  Tnll  be  really  and  truly  GoTomment  officers, 
responsible  to  the  Gbyernment  for  their  actions. 
We  intend  to  make  it  a  cardinal  principle,  in 
reoard  to  eyeiy  one  of  these  persons  and  every 
officer  of  the  Native  Department-,  that  not  one 
of  them,  from  the  chief  downwards,  shall  attempt 
to   acquire  Native  land   for  himself   or  others 
while  ne  is  employed  as  a  Government  officer. 
I   know   that    many  of   our    troubles    in    this 
matter  have  arisen  from  the  fitct  that  Gk>vem- 
ment  officers  and  others  have  been  acquiring  land 
for  themselves  or  other  private  persons  at  the 
•ame  time  that  they  were  acauiring  land  for  the 
Crown.    I  say  it  is  a  safe  ana  sound  principle  to 
lay  down  that,  so  long  as  a  Government  officer 
receives  proper  consideration  for  his  services  to  the 
Government,  he  should  be  compelled  to  stand  on 
one  side  and  make  no  bargains  for  himself  or  for 
others.    I  now  come  to  another  question,  and  that 
it,  whether  or  not  we  should  carry  on  any  regular 
ffvstem  of  land  purchases  on  Gt>vemment  account. 
Upon  that  point  I  may  say  that  I  think  it  will 
give  us  as  much  as  we  shall  be  able  to  do  to  com- 
plete the  negotiations  now  going  on,  and,  that 
being  done,  we  shall  do  well  to  come  to  a  decision 
similar  to  that  which  was  to  have  been  ^me  to 
by  our  predecessors :  that  the  Gt>vemment  should 
CO  out  of  the  market  as  a  general  purchaser  of 
Native  land.     There  are  several  reasons  why  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  must  be  so.    If  we  have  to 
do  anything,  there  is  nothing  like  doing  it  with  a 
good  grace.    In  the  first  place,  it  means,  if  we  are 
to  carry  on  the  present  system  on  an  extensive 
toale,  tnat  there  must  be  large  sums  of  money 
spent.    In  the  second  place,  it  becomes  more  ana 
more  difficult  every  month  for  the  Government  to 
acquire  Native  hmd,  because  the  Native  people 
can  find  private  purchasers  who  will  give  two, 
three,  and  four  times  the  price  the  Government 
wiU  give,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  i 
Ifatives  will  let  the  Government  have  their  land  I 
Mr,  Sheehan 


for  29.  6d.  per  acre  when  private  persons  are 
willing  to  give  10s.    One  more  remark  in  i^er* 
ence  to  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  and  then  I 
have  done  with  that  part  of  the  subject.    Tlie 
money  voted  by  the  Mouse  for  the  purchase  of 
Native  land  was  apportioned  amongst  the  lereral 
provinces  of  the  North  Island.    It  was  appo^ 
tioned  thus :  The  Province  of  Auckland  received 
one-half  the  amount,  and  Wellington,  Hawke'i 
Bay,  and  Taranaki  received  the  balance  in  smaller 
amounts  computed  in  proportion  to  population. 
As  it  stands  now,  the  department  is  aavised  that 
of  that  amount  Auckland  will  require  this  year  to 
expend  £62,000;  Taranaki,  £10,000;  Wellington, 
about  £8,000;  Hawke's  Bay,  about  £7,000.    The 
balances  in   the   respective   provincial  districts 
stand  as  follow :   Auckland,  £30,894,  defidencj 
about   £18,000;    Wellington,   £69,000,  surplus 
£48,095;  Hawke's  Bay,  £40,000,  surplus  £32,601; 
Taranaki,  £28,230,  surplus  £18,230.    We  purpose 
for  the  present  year  to  operato  upon  these  funds 
without  distinction  in  regard  to  provincial  dis- 
tribution.   That  is  to  say,  we  shall  take  from  the 
balance  that  is  left  so  much  as  is  required  to  com- 
plete the  Auckland  purchases,  and  next  year  we 
shall  ask  the  House  to  consider  the  question  of 
returning  to  the  other  provinces  the  amounts  thai 
drawn  from  their  accounts.    I  have  now  come 
to  this  point:  that  the  Government  propose  to 
retire  from  the  field  as  land  purchasers  on  a 
large  scale.    They  consider  it  is  proper  under 
existing  circumstances  to  leave  pnvate  persons 
to  be  the  chief  operators  in  the  purchase  of 
Native  land.    This,  no  doubt,  ia  a  very  impo^ 
tant  question.    I  suppose,  if  ther6  be  one  acre 
of  Native  land  in  the  North  Island  there  are 
fully  80,000,000  acres  still  untouched,  and  still 
open  to  be  dealt  in  by  persons  desirous  of  pu^ 
chasing  and  settling  on  land  in  this  colony.    In 
1862  an  Act  was  passed  which,  for  the  first  time, 
abolished  the  right  of  pre-emption,  established  the 
Native  Land  CSurt,  and  enabled  private  persons 
to  deal  with  the  Native  people  for  the  purchase 
of  their  lands.    I  have  never  changed  my  opinion 
about  that  measure.    The  surrender  of  the  right 
of  pre-emption  was  the  most  fatal  mistake  that 
was  ever  made  in  this  colony,  and  I  am  sure  that 
had  that  mistake  not  been  made  we  should  not 
have  seen  one-half  the  trouble  that  we  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  past.    However,  "  it  is  no  use 
crying  over  spilt  milk  •"  the  thing  is  done.    The 
law  has  been  in  operation'  for  a  number  of  years, 
it  is  now  a  fixed  part  of  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, and  it  would  be  simply  absnra  to  attempt  to 
meddle  with  or  change  that  policy.    The  Act  of 
1878,  under  which  we  now  are,  is  admitted  to  be 
a  failure,  and  to    my  mind  its  greatest  defect 
consists    in  this  fact:    that  the    Native   Land 
Court  has  become  the  servant  of  the  Native  De- 
partment.   The  Judges  of  that  Court  have  ceased 
to  possess  any  independence,  and  the  Court  itself 
has  simply  become  a  machine  which  has  been 
used  to  help  the  Government  to  secure  a  larm 
quantity  of  Native  land   in  the  North  Island. 
However  desirable  it  may  have  been  to  secure 
such  an  estate,  however  much  the  public  interest 
may  have  been  benefited  by  what  has  been  done, 
I  tnink  it  is  a  matter  of  regret,  and  also  a  mat- 
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ter  of  considerable  danger,  that  the  Cbyemment 
should  be  in  a  position  to  interfere  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  Native  Land  Court 
bj  altering  the  proceedings  of  that  Court  as  thej 
please,  and  preventing  the  Natives  from  securing 
that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled.  Last 
session  the  Government  promised  to  desl  with 
the  question,  and  during  the  present  session  they 
introduced  a  Bill  for  that  purpose.  It  was  dis- 
cussed, and,  after  a  very  severe  fight  indeed,  it 
was  withdrawn.  As  the  work  of  a  draftsman, 
that  Bill  was  simply  faultless ;  but  its  policy  was 
very  faulty.  The  sole  object  of  the  Bill  we  had 
placed  before  us  was  to  construct  what  may  be 
termed  a  novel  kind  of  threshing  machine,  into 
which  if  you  put  the  Native  land  of  the  colony 
in  the  shape  of  straw  it  would  immediately  come 
out,  in  the  hands  of  the  Europeans,  as  wheat. 
For  that  purpose  the  machine  could  not  have 
been  improved.  Had  it  once  got  into  operation 
the  whole  of  the  Native  land  in  the  colony  might 
have  been  put  through  it  in  twelve  montns. 
However,  it  was  felt  by  the  House  that  there 
were  two  things  necessary  in  a  Natire  Lands  Bill 
— that  every  nicility  should  be  given  to  Natives 
who  had  a  right  to  land  to  obtain  their  Crown 

Knta ;  and,  secondly,  that,  in  the  interest  of 
ropean  settlement,  it  was  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  acquisition  of  whole  sides  of  country  by 
angle  individuals.  The  feeling  on  all  hands 
was  so  strong  that  the  Bill  did  not  contain 
these  necessary  conditions  that  the  Qovemment 
were  obliged  to  withdraw  the  measure.  But 
then  they  made  a  greater  mistake  than  the  first 
by  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  stop  all  translations 
in  Native  uind  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 
While  I  am  opposed  to  inordinate  speculation 
by  individuals,  and  while  I  believe  that  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  it  is  of  importance  —  of 
large  importance — to  put  a  stop  to  it,  still  I  say 
this  :  that  I  would  much  rather  see  settlement  of 
that  kind  going  on  than  see  settlement  entirely 
put  a  stop  to ;  and  it  would  have  been  doing  a 
ereat  injustice  to  Natires  and  Europeans  alike  to 
have  put  a  stop  to  all  Native  land  transactions 
for  a  period  of  twelve  months.  I  shall  now  state 
what  action  we  propose  to  take  tliis  session.  We 
propose  merely  to  touch  the  Native  land  question 
on  one  or  two  points — first,  in  respect  to  pro- 
viding for  the  inclusion  of  minors  in  Crown 
grants  in  the  direction  in  which  I  have  already 
spoken  ;  and,  secondly,  we  propose  to  amend  the 
machinery  of  the  Native  Land  Court  in  one  ro- 
spect.  At  present,  decisions  of  the  Court  may  be 
appealed  against  without  any  cost  to  the  appel- 
lant, and  the  fact  that  a  man  may  have  a  r^ 
hearing  at  no  cost  to  himself,  coupled  with  a 
chance  of  getting  a  verdict  in  his  favour,  leads 
to  many  rehearines  which  aro  altogether  un- 
necessary. We  therefore  propose  to  alter  the 
law,  so  that  if  a  man  wants  a  rehearing  he  must 
first  guarantee  the  costs  of  an  appeal.  That  is 
the  extent  to  which  we  shall  go  in  dealing  with 
the  question  this  session. 

Mr.  QISBORNE.— To  whom  are  appeals  to  be 
made? 

Mr.  8HE£HAN.-~To  the  Native  Land  Court ; 
but  the  person  to  hear  and  decide  the  appeal 


must  be  a  person  not  connected  with  the  decision 
to  be  appealed  against.  Before  referring  to  what 
we  shall  propose  to  do  next  year,  I  may  say  we 
shall  use  the  present  Native  Lands  Act  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  undue  speculation.  I  shall 
presently  explain  to  the  House  what  we  propose 
to  be  done.  We  take  it  that  the  very  foundation 
of  a  proper  Native  Land  Bill  is  to  settle  Native 
title,  and  to  put  the  Natives  in  a  position  to  bold 
land  under  drown  srailts  ;  and,  in  order  to  accom- 
plish that  effectually,  we  say  that  the  facts  as  to 
ownership  must  be  found  by  the  men  who  aro  the 
best  qualified  to  find  those  facts.  At  the  present 
time  those  facts  aro  found  by  a  European  Judffe, 
and  he  settles  the  matter  according  to  Native 
custom.  But  where  does  he  get  his  information 
from  ?  From  the  Native  chiefs.  They  aro  the 
people  from  whom  he  gets  his  knowledge,  and  we 
propose  that  our  Native  Land  Bill  shall  contain  a 
provision  wheroby  the  independent  and  intelligent 
chiefs  of  the  different  tribes  shall  themselres  find 
those  facts,  and  that  thero  shall  be  European 
Judges  simply  for  legal  purposes  only — that  their 
duty  shall  be  not  to  ascertain  title,  but  to  inform 
the  Natives  of  the  operation  of  the  European  law 
of  property,  and  settle,  the  title  according  to  the 
wisn  of  the  admitted  owners.  By  that  means 
I  think  we  shall  get  over  the  difficulties  which 
have  troubled  us  in  the  past,  and  which  are  still 
troubling  us,  in  rogard  to  childron  and  married 
women.  If  the  Natives  once  learn  how  the  Euro- 
pean law  operates  they  will  see  that  the  childron 
in  the  Crown  grants  aro  ropresented  by  fit  persons, 
and  will  take  caro  that  the  husbands  of  mar- 
ried women  shall  be  placed  in  the  Crown  grants. 
I  am  also  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  system  will  largely  reduce  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  Native  Land  Court.  We 
think  that,  if  that  system  wero  adopted,  two  or 
throe  Judges  to  hold  Courts  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  •  would  be  sufficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Act.  I  come  now  to  the  question  of 
what  maj  be  termed  illegitimate  speculation ;  and 
speculation  which  may  be  termed  illegitimate 
has  not  in  the  past  been  altogether  an  unmixed 
evil.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  some 
cases  large  aroas  of  country  may  very  properly 
be  taken  up,  because,  owing  to  diflerences  in 
quality  and  capabilities  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  we  know  that  in  some  districts  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  for  men  to  settle  profitably 
unless  they  take  up  large  aroas.  In  some  cases 
large  aroas  must  be  held ;  but  what  I  object  to  is, 
that  large  blocks  of  land  should  be  held  by  single 
individuals  which  might  more  profitably  be  cut 
up  into  small  farms,  and  might  support  a  large 
population  instead  of  a  large  number  of  sheep. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  safest  way  of  getting 
over  the  difficulty  is  this :  In  the  first  place,  to 
insert  in  any  law  passed  by  this  House  provisions 
which  will  ffive  erery  facility  for  the  individualiza- 
tion of  Native  title.  If  we  wero  to  pass  such  a 
law  as  that,  we  should  at  once  cease  hearing  of 
krge  blocks  of  country,  say,  of  80,000,  40,000,  or 
50,000  acros,  being  put  throoeh  the  Court  in  the 
interest  of  ten  or  twelve  people.  If  you  give  the 
means  of  speedily  determining  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals in  large  blocks  of  land,  you  will  at  once 
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put  a  stop  to  land  monopolj  by  large  capitalit t«. 
Therefore  such  a  provision  as  that  will  he  an 
essential  feature  of  the  Bill  we  propose  to  intro- 
duce next  session.  If  possible,  before  NatiTO  land 
is  dealt  with,  the  owners  will  be  asked  to  indi- 
vidualize their  title,  the  delay,  and  difficulty, 
and  obstruction  which  now  exist  in  the  accom- 
plishment  of  that  purpose  having  been  removed. 
We  shall  rather  go  out  of  our  way  in  bringing 
about  the  individualization.  The  effect  of  that 
would  be,  of  course,  to  reduce  the  areas  of  the 
blocks,  and  I  feel  certain  that,  while,  on  the  one 
hand,  such  a  course  will  promote  the  settlement 
of  the  country  by  encouraging  small  capitalists,  it 
will  also  do  a  great  act  of  justice  to  tbe  Native 
people  who  own  these  lands.  I  know,  and  many 
other  members  who  come  from  Native  districts 
must  know,  that  there  have  been  manv  cases  in 
which  blocks  of  land  belonging  to  a  whole  tribe 
have  been  sold  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  a  few 
persons,  while  the  persons  who,  under  a  di£Sn«nt 
•ystem  from  the  present,  would  be  in  the  Crown 
grant,  and  entitled  to  a  full  share  of  the  bene- 
fit, have  been  told  to  go  about  their  business. 
That  I  belieTe  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  causes 
of  discontent  amongst  the  Natives  against  the 
Native  Land  Court.  It  appears  to  me,  also, 
that  we  shall,  as  a  Qovemment,  having  ceased 
to  be  land-buyers,  be  able  to  act  somewhat 
in  the  direction  of  advising  and  directing  the 
Native  people  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  their 
land.  Having  ourselves  ceased  to  be  purchaaers, 
we  shall  be  able  to  give  independent  and  impar- 
tial advice,  which  must  have  a  good  efibct  upon 
the  Native  mind.  While  it  mi^t  not  be  desir- 
able to  lay  down  an  absolutely  hard-and-fast  rule 
compelling  them  to  come  to  us  for  advice  and 
assistance,  yet,  if  we  show  them  that  we  are 
anxious  to  really  assist  them,  we  shall  very  soon 
have  applications  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
asking  us  to  advise  and  assist  them  in  selling 
their  lands.  I  next  come  to  the  question  of  the 
settlement  of  the  country  in  large  areas.  I  my- 
self, having  had  many  opportunities  of  judging 
of  the  capabilities  of  most  parts  of  the  North 
Island,  am  well  aware  that  there  are  many 
thousands  of  acres  in  that  Island  which  could  not 
be  profitably  owned  except  in  large  areas,  and 
that  to  put  a  man  down  on  four  or  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  it  would  simply  be  cruelty  of  the' 
gjrossest  kind.  Where  the  land,  from  its  situa- 
tion, equality,  or  other  causes,  cannot  be  profitably 
oceupied  in  small  aceas,  I  think  it  will  be  best 
for  the  eood  of  the  country  to  promote  the  settle- 
ment of  that  land  even  though  it  be  in  large 
areas.  I  come  now  to  the  question  of  Native 
representation.  This  is  a  very  vexed  question. 
Since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House,  we 
have  had,  every  year  except  the  present.  Bills  pro- 
viding for  increased  representation  of  the  Native 
race.  Last  year  a  promise  was  given  by  the  late 
Government  to  bring  down  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  subject  this  year,  and,  although  I  understood 
from  the  honorable  member  for  the  Waikato 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  fulfil  that  pro- 
mise this  session,  stiil  he  gave  the  House,  in  a 
speech  delivered  in  the  early  part  of  the  session, 
■ome  indication  of  wliat  tUe  Bill  was  likdlj  to 
Mr,Skeehan 


be.    I  gathered  that  he  pr^)08ed  to  abohsh  the 
special  representAtion,  or  rather  that  portioD  d 
the  law  which  enables  Natives  to  vote  for  Euro- 
peans and  at  the  same  time  gives  them  a  special 
representation  by  persons  for  whom  thej  alooe 
could  vote.    I  do  not  look  upon  that  as  a  eola- 
tion oi  the  question.    If  the  Natives  throughout 
the  country  held  tbeir  land  under  Crown  grant, 
and  could  register  their  votes  as  Europeans  do,  I 
should  at  onoe  abolish  the  present  special  repre- 
sentation, and  say  to  them,  **  If  you  wish  to  bs 
represented  and  vote  as  Europeans  do,  you  too 
must  take  those  steps  to  enable  you  to  do  so 
which  are  provided  for  by  the  Constitution  Act" 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact  and  of  law,  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  great  majority  of  the  Nativsi 
to  have  such  power  of  voting,  and  therefore  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  great  injustice  to  de- 
prive them  altogether  of  the  franchise  by  abo> 
lishing  their  special  representation.    There  an 
at  present  two  systems  at  work — spedal  repr^ 
sentation    by   Maori   members   elected   bj  tb« 
Maoris  themselves,  and  the  system  whereby,  at 
the  election  of  European  members,  a  small  per- 
centage of  Maori  votes  can  be  given  for  the 
European.    I  say  unhesitatingly  that  tbe  pro- 
portion of  Maori  votes  given  f(»r  Europeans  is 
not  more  tlum  6  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  althoogfa, 
as  a  mattei^  of  fact,  the  proportion  of  Maofii 
to  Europeans  is  very  much  larger.    The  solation 
of  the  difficulty  which  I  should  propose,  and 
which   I  believe  would  be  fair,  would  be  the 
retention  of  the  special  representation,  increasing 
the  number  of  members  to  seven,  and  leaving  it 
at  that  for  some  years  to  come,  when  we  may 
hope  that,  by  the  operation  of  a  auitabls  Native 
land  law,  and  bv  the  conversion  of  the  Na- 
tive titles  to  a  freehold   tenure  under  Crown 
grant,  we  could  call  upon  them  to  give  up  all 
special  representation  of  the  race,  and  to  vote  as 
Europeans  do.     I  shall  now  make  a  few  remarks 
with  reference  to  the  department  over  whi(^  I 
specially  preside.    Very  few  people  have  hved  in 
this  colony  for  any  length  of  time  without  hear- 
ing a  great  deal  of  evil  about  this  department  If 
anything  is  likely  to  catch  the  public  ear  at  elec- 
tion time,  and,  if  I  may  say  so,  bring  down  the 
house  and  secure  an  ovation  for 'the  orator,  it 
is  abuse  of  the  Native  Department    But  tbe 
Native   Department,  like   a  great   many  other 
things,  is  not  deserving  of  all  the  abuse  it  re- 
ceives.   For  my  own  j^urt,  I  utterly  deny  the 
theory  that  you  can  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
country  without  something  in  the  semblance  of  a 
Native  Department.    Until  you  have  taught  tbe 
Natives  to  speak  English,  given  them  a  better 
knowledge  of  our  laws  and  customs,  and  induced 
them  to  intermin^e  more  with  the  Euiopeaa 
population,  you  must  have  some  special  source 
from  which  you  can  convey  information  to  them 
and  by  means  of  which  you  can  learn  their  wants. 
I  should,  however,  be  Bonr  to  take  upon  myself 
the  defence  of  the  Native  Department,  or  to  con- 
stitute myself  its  apologist    I  believe  that,  while 
it  has  existed  for  many  years  for  a  good  purpose, 
it  has  worked  in  many  cases  for  a  bad  purpose. 
It  has  stopped  settlement,  and  there  are  not 
wft&ting  good  grounds  £or  lajing  that  difficnltisi 
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ham  been  thxowa  in  the  waj  of  settlement  in 
mftnj  instaooes  bj  the  Native  Department.  But 
I  muei  speak  of  things  as  I  find  them,  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  can  speak  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  ohief  officers  of  the  Natiye  Depart- 
ment with  whom  I  hare  been  brought  into  con- 
tact during  mj  short  tenure  of  office.  Speak- 
ing, first,  of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Under  Secretary, 
I  am  glad  that  an  impression  which  I  enter- 
tained with  regard  to  him  hM  been  totally  re- 
mored,  and  I  can  now  say  that  I  know  him  to 
be  a  most  indefatigable,  fair,  and  impartial  officer. 
I  know,  too,  that  the  gentleman  in  whose  hands 
rests  the  management  of  Native  schools  and  of 
education  amongst  the  Natives  has  proved  him- 
self to  be  a  most  enthusiastio  and  zealous  advo- 
cate of  improving  their  condition.  It  is  not, 
however,  against  the  central  department  that  the 
public  has  most  complaint  to  make.  It  is  in 
regard  to  the  ramifications  of  it  throughout  the 
country  in  the  remoter  districts  that  cases  have 
amen  to  lay  it  open  to  criticism.  I  make  this 
statement  not  idly  or  without  consideration,  and 
I  say  we  should  lop  off  numbers  of  those  branches, 
and  by  doing  so  we  shall  confer  ^reat  good  upon 
the  public,  and  effect  a  great  savmg  in  the  reve- 
nue. If  it  should  be  my  lot  to  carry  on  this 
department  until  the  next  session  of  this  House, 
I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  Native 
Department^  from  being,  as  it  is  now,  a  very 
large,  ill-organized  department,  will  have  been 
reduced  to  a  useful  skeleton  department,  concen- 
trated here  in  Wellington.  I  do  not  believe  in 
the  cfy  that  the  Natives  and  Europeans  should 
be  treated  as  one  people.  We  hear  very  often  of 
their  both  being  subjects  of  the  Queen,  and  that 
they  should  be  treated  alike  and  placed  under 
exactly  the  same  laws.  But  any  man  of  com- 
mon sense  and  £ur  reasoning  will  admit  that, 
tbou^  they  are  equally  subjects  of  the  Queen, 
yet  the  difference  in  point  of  intelligence  is  so 
great  between  them  and  the  Europeans  that 
you  cannot  apply  to  one  the  rules  which  you 
can  apfdy  to  the  other.  You  therefore  require 
some  special  means  of  dealing  with  the  Natives 
aod  governing  them.  At  the  same  time,  I  think 
that  the  means  employed  are  far  too  scattered 
and  expensive,  and  that  you  can  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  officers  in  many  places,  and  thereby,  in- 
stead of  creating  disturbances,  you  will  be  drawing 
the  Native  people  closer  and  closer  into  the  bonds 
of  civilization  with  their  European  friends.  I 
myself  have  often  felt  what  it  was  to  be  thwarted 
b/  an  official  of  this  department.  The  objection 
to  the  department  has  been  that  the  members  of 
it  dwelt,  metaphorically  speaking,  in  a  cave  into 
whi<^  you  could  not  enter  unless  you  had  the 
pass-word  "  Open,  sesame."  But,  once  that  pass- 
word was  obtained,  you  could  go  in  and  buy 
Native  lands  or  work  Native  oracles  as  you 
fSbo&e.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  could  not 
use  the  pass-word,  or,  in  colonial  phraseology, 
"tip  the  wink,"  you  might  go  about  vour  busi- 
ness. That  is  a  system  which  should  be  put 
an  end  to,  and  I  think  that,  by  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  officers  which  we  propose  to 
make,  it  will  largely  come  to  an  end.  I  will  now 
nfer  to  the  questacm  of  our  relations  with  the 


Sang.  I  have  referred  to  it  to  some  extent  be- 
fore, when  speaking  on  the  subject  of  whether  we 
were  likely  to  have  a  Native  disturbance  or  not. 
I  have  shown,  I  think,  that  such  a  thing  is  not 
likely  to  occur.  I  now  say  that  it  is  possible  to 
settle  the  present  King  difficulty  and  remove  that 
which  has  been  the  ereatest  barrier  to  settlement 
in  the  North  Island.  We  have  been  told  that 
the  telegrams  which  we  received  from  the  King 
country  have  been  manufactured  by  our  agents 
there.  I  may  say  at  once  that  we  have  no  agents 
there  except  those  officers  of  the  Government 
whom  we  found  when  we  came  into  office. 
For  myself,  I  may  say  that  I  have  not  sent  a 
single  telegram  to  any  person  in  the  Waikato 
outside  of  the  Government  ser?ice,  nor  have  I 
received  any  from  that  place,  and  I  may  say  the 
same  for  all  my  colleagues.  The  teleerams  we 
have  received  were  sent  unasked  for,  and  we  have 
the  most  positive  assurances  that  the  King  him- 
self is  ready  to  meet  us,  in  the  expectation  that 
the  present  .difficulty  and  the  banner  that  sepa- 
rates him  and  his  people  from  the  Europeans 
and  the  rest  of  his  own  race  ma^  be  removed.  I 
may  say  that  the  communications  we  have  re- 
ceived have  not  been  from  friendly  Natives  only, 
but  we  have  received  private  telegrams  from 
Manuhiri,  the  secretary  to  the  King,  and  from 
the  King  himself,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  first 
time  that  such  a  telegram  has  been  received  by 
the  Native  Department  for  the  last  five  or  six 
years.  We  are  told  that  no  good  will  result 
from  such  a  meeting;  and  one  reason  given  is, 
that  my  honorable  friend  the  Premier  was  Gh>- 
vemor  of  the  colony  when  the  Waikato  war 
broke  out,  and  that  he  partly  consented  to  it. 
But  the  f^t  is  that  the  Natives  respect  no  man 
so  much  as  the  man  whom  they  would  call  a  toa 
— the  man  who  has  fought  and  beaten  them. 
Instead  of  being  an  objection,  that  will  be  a 
recommendation  to  my  honorable  friend  if  he 
goes  to  the  King  country.  No  one  can  over- 
estimate the  value  of  the  settlement  of  this 
difficulty.  For  some  years  past  these  Natives 
have  remained  quiet,  doing  nothing  more  than 
shelter  some  fugitive  offender:  still  the  exist- 
ence of  that  country  in  its  present  state  is 
a  great  stoppage  to  settlement,  and,  if  it  once 
went  forth  to  the  world  that  the  difficulty  was 
settled,  and  that  the  aukati  no  longer  existed, 
you  could  go  into  the  money  market  and  borrow 
as  much  as  jou  liked  on  reasonable  terms.  I 
do  not  for  a  moment  pretend  to  say  that  we 
can,  by  going  up  there  and  by  interviewing  the 
King  for  a  few  hours,  settle  at  once  and  for  ever 
the  King  difficulty.  It  is  possible  we  might  fail 
even  at  a  long  interview ;  it  miffht  necessitate 
even  further  correspondence  and  negotiations. 
But  I  only  claim  this  much  for  the  Government : 
that  we  go  there  invited  to  go  there ;  that  we  go 
there  with  a  certain  amount  of  good  reputation 
in  our  favour ;  and  that  the  people  themselves  are 
anxious  to  meet  us,  and  are  hopeful  of  a  satisfac- 
tory settlement  being  come  to.  It  may  be  that 
the  demands  made  by  them  will  be  demands 
which  we,  regarding  the  interests  of  the  colony, 
cannot  afford  to  concede ;  and  for  my  part  I  would 
be  no  party  to  a  concession  which  would  ma- 
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teiially  affecfc  our  interestSi  weaken  the  respect 
which  we  are  entitled  to  in  the  eyes  of  tbe  Native 
people,  or  render  to  the  Katires  residing  in  the 
king  country  more  than  they  are  entitled  to  as 
a  matter  of  justice  and  fair-play.  I  shall  be  glad 
if  the  result  of  our  interview  will  be  a  settle- 
ment of  this  King  difficulty,  and,  if  it  be,  I  shall 
be  still  further  glad  if  within  no  distant  time 
we  shall  have  present  in  this  House  as  a  mem- 
ber of  it  some  leading  chief  either  of  the  Wai- 
kato  or  the  Ngatimaniapoto  tribe.  I  think  I 
have  dwelt  upon  all  the  more  salient  points  with 
regard  to  Native  affairs  in  this  Island,  and  I  have 
taken  up  the  time  of  the  House  at  great  length, 
for  which  they  must  excuse  me.  I  have  been 
very  anxious  to  put  our  views  on  the  subject 
before  the  House  as  completely  as  I  could,  so 
that  in  weighing  and  determining  upon  the  policy 
of  the  now  Government  they  mieht  not  come  to 
a  conclusion  without  being  sufficiently  informed. 
Sir,  the  time  was  when  the  Native  question  was 
the  main  question  discussed  in  this  Parliament. 
I  can  remember,  as  a  school*boy,  being  on  two  or 
three  occasions  in  the  strangers'  gallery  of  the 
Assembly  in  Auckland  when  this  was  the  question 
of  the  day.  On  the  Native  question  sections 
were  determined,  and  upon  that  question  Govern- 
ments went  in  and  out  of  office.  Sir,  you  yourself, 
the  member  for  Timaru,  the  member  for  Wanga- 
nui,  and  other  members  whom  I  need  not  name, 
who  were  the  political  siants  of  those  days — I 
have  seen  you  often  stand  up  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  and  fight  out  your  respective  opinions  on 
Native  matters.  We  had  then  no  Public  Works 
policy,  a  comparatively  small  revenue,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  administrative  work  of  the  colony 
was  performed  by  the  provinces.  Therefore  the 
House  fell  back  upon  the  only  really  large  ques- 
tion, taxing  the  powers  of  statesmen,  that  it  bad 
to  deal  with.  I  can  recall  the  time  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  separate  the  North  and  the 
South  Islands  upon  Native  matters,  and  to  daim 
for  the  North  Island  members  alone  the  right 
of  interfering  in  and  determining  Native  ques- 
tions ;  and  I  know  that  one  of  the  strongest 
objections  taken  to  that  proposal  was  taken  by  a 
South  Island  member  who  is  no  longer  in  this 
House,  and  who  said  that  he  declined  to  eive  up 
the  Native  question  because  he  wished  to  Keep  it 
as  a  school  for  the  rising  statesmen  of  the  colony. 
It  was  necessarily  an  important  question  at  that 
time,  because  the  Native  people  were  numerous, 
while  we  were  comparatively  few  in  number; 
they  were  armed  and  were  capable  of  fighting ; 
and,  while  we  know  that  our  population  can  now 
afford  to  laugh  at  any  attempt  materially  to  in- 
terfere with  the  settlement  of  the  IsUnd,  at  that 
time  the  Natives  could  have  made  us  laugh  the 
other  way.  At  that  time  we  professed  to  be 
animated  by  the  best  possible  desires  towards  the 
Native  people.  We  told  them  that  we  wished 
only  their  advancement ;  that  we  wished  to  pro- 
tect them  in  the  occupation  of  their  land,  to 
educate  them,  to  make  them  one'  with  the  Eu- 
ropeans, to  teach  them  our  laws,  and  in  every 
respect  to*raise  them  to  the  same  level  as  our- 
selves. We  are  now  in  that  position  when,  in 
consequence  of  our  superior  strength  and  popula- 
Mr.  Sheehan 


tion,  in  consequence  of  the  decay  of  the  Native 
people,  in  consequence  of  their  defeat  in  war 
on  many  occasions  at  our  hands,  we  can  afford, 
if  we  think  such  a  course  proper,  to  repudiate 
those  promises.  But,  Sir,  I  mistake  the  temper 
of  this  House,  I  mistake  the  character  of  our 
public  men,  and  I  mistake  the  feeling  of  the 
country  if  we  shsll  adopt  a  policy  of  that  kind.  I 
ieei  perfectly  certain  that  the  very  fact  that  we 
are  now  a  superior  people  in  all  respects,  that 
it  is  now  in  our  power,  if  we  think  proper,  to 
repudiate  every  one  of  those  engagements,  will 
make  us  all  the  more  anxious  to  fulfil  them  to 
the  letter  and  to  the  spirit.  I  look  forward  to 
the  time  when  there  will  be  no  Native  question, 
when»  we  shall  be  really  one  people,  and  when  no 
special  department  will  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  governing  the  Natives  apart,  even  to 
the  smallest  extent,  from  their  European  fellow- 
settlers.  I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  spe- 
cial communication  with  them  will  be  at  an  end ; 
when  the  barrier  which  now  exists  in  the  King 
country  will  be  removed ;  when  the  Queen's  writ 
will  run,  really  and  truly,  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other ;  when  there  wiU  reside  in 
this  country  two  races  side  by  side,  speaking  the 
same  language,  understanding  and  obeying  the 
same  constitutional  government ;  and  when  over 
and  above  all  of  them  the  law  will 

"  Sit  empreM,  orowning  good,  represting  ilL" 
Order  of  the  day  postponed. 

LAND  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
New  clause. 

Mr.  KELLY  moved  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing new  clause :  **  Notwithstanding  the  provisions 
of  subsection  four  of  section  sixty-four,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Board  to  dispense  with  personal 
residence  if  the  land  is  rural  land  and  wh(^j  or 
mostly  covered  with  bush." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  be  a  dauee  of 
the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes        17 

Noes         27 


Majority  against ... 


10 


Miiyor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  G-ibbs, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Larnach, 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Beotham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hunter, 


Am. 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Tesohemaker, 

Mr.  Wason. 

Tellen, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  KeUy. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Stout, 
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Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
TeUert. 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 


The  clause  was  consequently  negatived. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  16^A  November,  1877. 


Fint  Besdiags— Second  Brnding— Third  Beading— Bdnoa- 
tion  Bill— PriTAte  Bills— Eduoation  BiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakxb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'dock. 

P&ATBB8. 

FIB8T  READmOS. 
Fish  Protection    Bill,  Imprest    Supply   Bill 
No.  6. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  No.  6. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  No.  6. 

EDUCATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND.— Sir,  I  will 
ask  permission,  before  you  give  your  ruling  upon 
the  point  that  was  raised  yesterday,  to  make  a 
statement  in  justification  of  the  action  of  the 
Committee  in  passing  the  clause  proposed  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bucluey.  The  additional  clause  moved 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  in  the  Education  BiU 
does  not  appear  to  be  in  any  respect  an  appro- 

eiation  clause,  but,  as  was  suggested  by  the  Hon. 
r.  Hall,  purely  an  administrative  one.  The 
money  proposed  to  be  granted  to  the  Committee 
it  is  assumed  has  been  appropriated  by  the  Qene- 
ral  Assembly,  and  has  been  handed  over  to  the 
Education  Board  of  the  particular  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  cairying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Edu- 
cation Act.  This  clause,  therefore,  is  no  appro- 
priation of  funds,  nor  is  it  a  diversion  of  funds : 
It  merely  provides  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Board  in  whose  hands  the  funds  are  placed  to 
mtke  use  of  those  funds  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act.  In  this  case  it  is  dear  that  certain  sums  of 
money  have  been  voted  and  arc  supposed  to  have 
been  handed  over  to  the  various  looal  Education 
Boards,  and  there  can  hardly  be  any  question  that 
the  Legislative  Council  has  power  to  initiate  pro- 
visions which  would  authorize  the  Local  Boards 
to  deal  in  certain  ways  with  the  funds  at  their 
disposal.  It  is  diiEcult  to  see  how  this  can  be 
looked  upon  as  an  appropriation  or  a  diversion 
of  the  funds  of  the  local  Education  Boards.  The 
money  belongs  to  the  Boards,  and  this  woidd 
appear  to  be  not  so  much  an  enacting  clause  or 
appropriation  clause  as  a  declaratory  statute — 

TOL.  XXVIL-W. 


the  clause  appearing  to  carry  out  the  intention 
of  the  Act,  and  to  relieve  the  Board  of  each 
district  from  any  doubt  as  to  the  powers  which 
they  possess  in  regulating  the  distribution  of 
their  funds  for  educational  purposes. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— As  I  was 
the  member  who  called  the  attention  of  the  Chair- 
roan  of  Committees  to  what  appeared  to  me  to  be 
the  bearing  of  this  particular  clause,  I  wish  to 
express  my  sense  that  very  great  blame  is  attri- 
butable to  me  for  having,  through  inadvertence, 
omitted  to  draw  the  honorable  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  question. before  raising  it  in  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  aBACE.— I  wish  to  say,  as 
materially  pertinent  to  the  question,  that,  in  the 
first  place,  I  cannot  regret  that  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dulon  Bell  took  the  public  opportunity  he 
did  of  drawing  attention  to  this  very  important 
matter,  because  I  think-  it  covers  a  subject  of 
such  importance  that  it  cannot  be  too  dearly 
laid  down  and  appreciated  in  all  its  bearings  by 
the  Council.  However,  as  I  myself  am  not  an 
authority  upon  these  subjects,  I  merely  wished 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  clause 
similar  to  this  was  not  treated  as  an  appro- 
priation clause  in  another  place.  Had  it  been 
so  it  could  not,  in  the  first  instance,  hare  been 
taken  through  except  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House :  furUier,  as  has  been  so  dearly  set  f ortti 
in  the  memorandum  read  by  the  Chairman  of 
Committees,  it  is  not  an  appropriation  of  moneyi 
but  a  direction  of  money  already  appropriated. 
Practically,  inasmuch  as  this  clause  in  no  way 
affects  the  appropriation  clause.  No.  8,  and  in- 
asmuch as  the  money  has  already  passed  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Government  and  become 
centred  under  the  contrd  of  the  Board,  inas- 
much as  by  the  appropriation  dause  the  Gk>vem- 
■ment  parts  vrith  all  control  over  the  money,  and 
the  money  becomes  vested  in  the  new  body,  in 
that  way  it  appears  dear  that  this  dause  can- 
not be  considcnred  an  appropriation  clause.  The 
whole  subject  is  capable  of  being  opened  up  in 
the  widest  manner ;  its  ramifications  extend  into 
the  consideration  of  all  the  varied  subjeots  which 
we  have  touched  on  durine  the  last  six  or  seven 
years.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary, granting  that  we  admit  this  to  be  an  appro- 
priation dause,  to  allege  that  in  the  Education 
Reserves  BiU  the  other  day  we  had  absolutely  no 
right  to  interfere  with  an  appropriation  dause 
ami  reduce  the  appropriation  from  one-fourth  for 
high-class  education  to  one-eighth;  and  so  the 
subject  opens  up  in  the  broadest  manner  the 
whole  question  of  limitation  of  usefulness  for  the 
consideration  of  this  Council.  I  will  not  detain 
the  Council  any  further  on  this  matter.  The 
great  thing  for  us  to  consider  is,  that  in  another 

{>Iace,  which  is  essentially  jealous  of  all  ite  privi- 
eges,  this  was  not  treated  as  an  appropriation 
clause,  and  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  raise  diffi- 
culties which  vrill  have  the  effect  of  limiting  our 
own  usefulness  in  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  think  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  is  an  appropriation  clause.  The 
payment  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  is  for  the 
number  of  children  attending  tdiools  established 
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under  the  secular  rretem.  Tlus  clause  is  for  the 
purpose  of  establitbing  a  new  sjstem  of  educa- 
tion not  contemplated  under  the  Act,  and  sup- 
plementing the  funds  of  those  schools  with  gifts 
of  money  and  books  in  excess  of  what  is  in- 
tended for  the  schools  under  the  GoTcmment. 
Under  this  clause  anj  description  of  education 
maj  be  established,  and  therefore  any  money 
given  to  these  schools  will  be  altogether  separate 
from  the  education  intended  to  to  given  by  the 
Government.  I  think,  therefore,  that  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  is  a  breach  of  the  privileffes  of 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  should 
be  treated  as  such. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB.— I  think  that 
this  is  clearly  a  money  clause ;  that  it  is  an 
appropriation  of  money  in  a  direction  which  was 
never  intended  by  the  Bill  as  it  came  into  this 
Council.  We  must  be  very  careful  before  we 
adopt  this  clause  and  send  it  down  to  the  other 
House.  I  understand  that  one  of  our  Bills  has 
already  been  challenged  in  that  place,  and  we 
should  pause  before  we  trench  upon  the  privileges 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT.— The  strongest  point 
that  weighs  with  roe  in  this  matter  is  what  has 
been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Gh«ee,Sthat  this 
elAuse  has  not  been  treated  as  an  appropriation 
clause  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
If  it  was  an  appropriation  clause  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Speaker  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  point  out  that  it  was,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  ordinary  rule,  it  should  have  i>een  brought 
into  that  House  in  a  special  manner.  That  not 
having  been  done,  it  is  only  fair  to  assume  that 
the  clause  was  not  considered  by  the  other  House, 
nor  by  the  officer  whose  du^  it  is  to  rule  on  such 
questions,  to  be  a  money  clause.  Beading  the 
dause,  it  is  very  doubtfal ;  and  I  do  not  think 
this  Coundl  should  be  the  one  to  narrow  the 
ground  of  action  which  it  can  take  in  questions 
of  this  kind.  It  may  well  follow  the  lead  of  the 
other  House  in  these  matters.  As  has  been  re- 
marked, the  money  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board. 
The  actual  appropriation  will  not  be  increased 
or  diminishea.  As  a  rule,  by  the  Act  a  large 
amount  of  discretion  is  given  to  the  Board  with 
respect  to  dealing  vrith  the  funds  in  its  posses- 
sion, and  this  is  an  intimation  that  any  twenty- 
five  householders  within  the  district  in  which  the 
Board  acts  may  signify  their  desire  to  be  con- 
stituted into  a  separat-e  body  for  educational 
purposes,  and  it  will  then  be  the  duty  of  the 
Board  to  convene  a  meeting  of  such  householders 
for  the  election  of  a  School  Committee,  and,  when 
that  Committee  is  established,  to  grant  them  aid 
in  money  and  books.  There  are  then  provisions 
which  literally  bring  that  school  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Board,  namely, — 

•'  Provided  always  that  every  such  Committee 
shall  provide  a  schoolhouse  or  schoolhouses  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Board,  and  shall  appoint  and 
pay  the  teacher  or  teachers  of  such  school  or 
schools,  every  such  teacher  having  first  obtained 
a  certificate  of  competency,  as  provided  in  section 
fortv-four  of  fhxB  Act:  Provided  also  that  oil 
books  used  in  any  such  school  shall  be  approved 
Mon,  Mr.  Eolmet 


by  the  Board ;  and  that,  in  every  respeot  whsnin 
no  special  exception  is  made  in  this  section,  cTorj 
such  school  shall  be  a  public  school  under  tiui 
Act,  and  subject  to  the  provisions  which  this  Act 
makes  for  the  conduct,  management,  and  impoo- 
tion  of  public  schools ;  and  that  every  such  school 
shall  be  open  to  all  children  between  the  agei 
of  fire  and  fifteen  years  without  fee  or  psjmoit 
of  any  kind." 

In  point  of  fact,  it  is  simply  enabling  the 
householders  to  hold  a  school  which  sbul  bs 
absolutely  subjeot  to  the  inspection  of  the  Bosid. 
Under  theee  circumstances,  it  seems  to  me,  ths 
money  being  already  in  hand,  that  after  all,  vhit> 
ever  doubts  I  may  entertain  on  the  subject  si 
far  as  the  action  of  another  branch  of  the  Legii* 
lature  is  concerned,  we  have  a  precedent  for  deal* 
ing  with  the  dause  in  this  way. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOEE.— The  Go- 
vemment  opposed  this  clause,  it  is  true ;  but  I 
have  no  wisn  to  endeavour  to  throw  it  out  upon 
a  ground  of  this  kind,  the  prineiple  of  which,  if 
admitted,  would,  I  think,  hie  attended  with  Toy 
great  injury  to  this  Council.  I  think  that  thu 
session  we  have  gone  a  little  too  far,  perhaps,  in 
doubting  our  own  powers.  We  have  gone  a  forest 
deal  further  than  we  have  ever  done  before,  and 
I  am  afraid  that,  if  we  go  on  in  the  way  we  ari 
now  going,  in  a  abort  time  there  will  be  nothine 
left  for  us  to  legidate  upon.  Although  I  would 
willingly  have  seen  the  clause  defeated,  yet,  ai 
it  was  not  defeated,  I  shall  not  allow  my  desire 
to  see  it  excised  from  the  Bill  to  ooncm  firom 
me  that  the  Council  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
doing  a  very  foolish  thing  if  we  threw  a  doubt 
upon  our  own  power  to  deal  with  the  matter  m 
any  way  that  tne  miyoritv  of  the  Council  deem 
proper.  I  am  sorry  to  differ  from  those  honor' 
able  gentlemen  who  think  otherwise,  and  whose 
opinions  I  value;  but  I  certainly  must  oppose 
the  theory  that  we  have  not  ample  power  to  deal 
vrith  a  clause  of  this  kind,  which  is  in  no  respect 
an  appropriation  clause. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON. -Without 
wishing  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council,  I 
would  uke  to  point  out,  in  addition  to  what  has 
fallen  from  tne  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  a  point  which 
seems  to  me  not  to  have  been  psurticularly  noticed 
— namely,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  appro- 
priation dause  there  is  this  sentence :  "  Subject 
to  any  such  appropriation,  regulations  may  be 
made  prescribing  the  times  and  manner  at  and 
in  which  such  moneys  shall  be  paid  or  applied.'* 
That  clearly  applies  to  the  Board,  which  is  to  laj 
in  what  manner  moneys  shall  be  applied,  sobiect 
to  regulations.  Now  I  come  to  the  clause  that 
is  under  discussion,  and,  I  say,  all  that  is  there 

Srovided  for  is  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  ths 
ioard  to  grant :  it  is  not  a  direction  to  the  Board, 
but  simply  gives  them  power  to  grant.  It  seems 
to  me  It  does  not  diminish  the  power  of  ths 
Board,  but  only  increases  it,  and  that  not  by 
direction  but  by  permission :  therefore  I  cannot 
conceive  that  it  can  in  any  way  be  taken  to  be  a 
question  of  appropriation.  Besides,  there  is  ths 
point  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  has  alluded  to,  that,  ths 
moment  the  money  is  applied  in  the  manner 
spoken  of,  the  school  to  wnich  it  is  applied  be- 
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eomee  «  pabUo  school,  and  oomes  within  the  pro- 
Tiiions  of  the  Act  itself. 

Hie  Hon.  Mr.  PATEBSON.— It  appears  to 
me  that  this  douse  authorises  the  appropria- 
tion of  monej  for  the  establishment  of  a  class 
of  schools  that  were  nerer  contemplated  bj  the 
Bill  as  it  originallj  came  to  this  Chamber.  The 
Bill  timpty  nrorided  for  a  system  of  secular 
education,  and  this  clause  proposes  to  take  a  por- 
tion of  the  money  yoted  for  that  purpose  to  intro- 
duce a  class  of  schools  of  another  description 
altogether.  I  understand  that  the  obieet  of  this 
Bill  as  it  was  introduced  and  passed  through  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  was  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  purely  secular  system  of  education. 
Vow,  this  clause  opens  the  door  to  schools  in 
which  religious  instruction  of  any  or  erery  kind 
may  be  given,  and  which  are  to  be  supported  by 
money  TOted  by  this  Legislature  under  an  Act 
which  proTides  simply  for  a  secular  system  of 
•dueation.  To  me  it  appears  to  be  a  subTersion 
of  the  object  of  the  Bill  altogether.  If  we  are 
to  permit  of  religious  instruction,  let  it  be  openly 
and  deliberately  done,  and  the  proyision,  with  all 
naoessary  regulations,  inserted  in  the  body  of 
the  Bill,  and  not  introduced  by  a  side-wind  in 
a  clanse  professedly  for  another  purpose,  added 
to  the  Bill  after  it  nas  been  adopted  as  proyiding 
■imply  a  secular  system  of  education.  I  cannot 
foe  how  the  objection  to  this  clause  on  the  ground 
of  its  beiog  an  appropriation  clause  can  be  sur- 
mounted. The  School  Board  has  a  certain  sum 
payable  to  it  to  support  a  system  of  secular 
education.  If  that  Board,  on  the  authority  of 
this  dause,  takes  and  administers  that  money 
in  aid  of  religious  education,  there  will  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  purpose  for  which  the  money 
was  granted  to  the  Board,  which  is  certainly 
appropriation  in  its  most  objectionable  form. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  wish  to  correct 
a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  I  understood 
Sim  to  say  that  aid  was  to  be  giyen  to  a  difibrent 
class  of  sdiook  from  those  referred  to  in  the  Act. 
I  would  draw  the  honorable  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  last  part  of  the  clause  under  discus- 
noB,  which  says,  "Proyided  also  that  all  books 
«sed  in  any  such  school  shidl  be  approved  by  the 
Board,  and  that,  in  eyery^  respect  wherein  no 
qpeoial  exception  is  made  in  this  section,  every 
■ooh  school  shall  be  a  public  schod  under  this 
Act."  Thtfefore  it  must  be  a  public  school. 
Howeyer,  the  present  point  is  not  so  much  aa 
regards  the  clause  itself  as  the  important  prin- 
ciple of  whether  it  involfes  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
liges  of  the  other  House.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  think  that  for  some  time  past  there  has  been  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  members  of  this  Council 
to  give  way  too  much  to  the  fear  that  we  may 
trench  upon  the  privileges  of  the  other  House, 
ioui  I  think  that  we  are  Tei7  wron^  in  doing  so« 
I  contend  that,  whatever  our  privileges  are,  we 
should  daim  them  at  all  tunes  to  the  full  extent. 
I  moat  say  that  in  this  case  also  we  seem  inclined 
to  give  way.  If  this  clause  is  to  be  considered 
a  mach  of  the  privileges  of  the  other  House,  I 
do  not  know  what  righta  in  this  reepeel  we  shall 
haya  lalt.     Aa  poiaSed  oat  by  the  Hon.  Dr. 


Grace,  it  is  very  oertahi  that  the  House  of  BeprO' 
sentatives  did  not  ref^u^  a  similar  clause  in  the 
light  of  an  appropriation  clause.  I  notice  that  in 
another  colony  a  question  of  this  sort  has  recently 
occurred.  It  appears  that  in  Melbourne  lately  the 
Legislative  Council  took  upon  itself  to  strike  out 
of  the  Bailways  Bill  a  certain  line  of  railway. 
The  action  of  the  Council  was  immediately  treated 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  as  a  breach  of  ita 
privileges.  But  the  Legidative  Assembly  had 
lorgotten  that  years  previously  the  Council  had 
exercised  the  very  same  power.  Their  action  was 
challenged  on  tiuit  occasion,  but  they  proved 
that  they  had  the  right  to  proceed  as  they  had 
done,  and  insisted  upon  retaining  that  right.  Of 
course  the  question  was  then  set  at  rest,  because 
they  had  the  right  in  the  first  instance,  and  had 
retained  it.  If  we  keep  giving  way  on  these  pointa 
we  shall  really  have  no  privileges  left. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— It  strikes  me  that 
the  clause  proposed  last  night  is  very  similar  to  a 
clause  we  passisd  before — cUuse  42.  In  this  case 
it  says  the  Board  may  set  apart  a  certain  amount 
of  money  for  a  certain  purpose.  The  42nd  dansa 
says,  "  The  Board  shall,  out  of  the  Board  Fund, 
make  such  provision  from  time  to  time  as  it  shall 
see  fit  for  the  following  purposes."  Then  there 
are  seven  purposes  named.  It  i^pears  to  me  we 
are  merely  adding  one  other  purpose  to  the  seyen^ 
provided  in  dause  42. 

The  Hon.  the  SPBAKEB.— I  have  been  aaked 
to  give  an  opinion  in  reference  to  the  8th  clause 
of  the  Education  Bill,  and  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  to  that  clause  in 
the  shape  of  an  additional  clause.  I  have  mada 
inquiries,  and  I  find  that  the  House  of  Bepreaen- 
tatives  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  con- 
sider clause  8  of  the  Education  Bill,  and  resolved 
to  recommend  the  appropriation  proposed  in  the 
dause,  substituting  **  not  exceeding  three  pounds 
fifteen  shillings"  for  "  three  pounds  ten  shimnga," 
which  resolution,  being  read  a  second  time  in  Ika 
House>  was  asreed  to.  The  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  have  thus  clearly  and  distinctly  declared 
that  it  is  an  appropriation  clause,  by  going  into 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  passing  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  am  sorry,  Sir,  to 
interrupt  your  ruling.  The  point  of  the  area- 
ment  was,  that  when  the  aidea  clause  was  under 
consideration  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature it  was  not  looked  upon  as  a  money  clause. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.— I  am  obliged  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  for  his  explanation, 
but  that  scarcely  sdves  the  difficulty  with  me. 
The  question  is  with  reference  to  this  8th 
dause,  which  has  been  dedared  by  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  to  be  an  appropriation  clause. 
Then  the  question  arises  if  this  proposed  addi- 
tion is  only  a  direction  of  the  money  already 
appropriated;  it  appears  to  me  that  the  terms 
of  the  8th  clause  are  so  large  that  there  is  no 
necessity  to  gtye  any  further  direction  than  that 
already  provided.  I  go  further  and  say,  if  this 
is  an  appropriation  clause — which  I  imMine  the 
Council  has  now  no  doubt  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives considers  it  to  be  —  then  I  p^t  the 
question.  Is  an  appropriation  dause  oonrideved 
an  "aid  to  Her  Majesty "P    On  that  point  t 
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•hall  read  an  extract  from  the  oorretpondenoe 
which  took  place  on  a  former  oocaiioni  in  1872, 
which  if  at  follows  : — 

"The  leadin|[  resolution  of  the  Hoose  of 
Commons  on  this  point  is  that  of  the  Srd  Julj, 
1678,  referred  to  bj  Mr.  Maj  as  that  '  upon 
which  all  proceedings  between  the  two  Houses 
in  matters  of  Supply  are  founded/  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  *  That  all  aids  and  supplies  and  aids  to  His 
Majesty  in  Parliament  are  the  sole  gift  of  the 
Commons :  and  all  Bills  for  the  granting  of  any 
■uoh  aids  and  supplies  ought  to  begin  with  the 
Commons :  and  that  it  is  the  undoubted  and  sole 
right  of  the  Commons  to  direct,  limit,  and  ap- 
point, in  such  Bills,  the  ends,  purposes,  considera- 
tions, conditions,  limitations,  and  qualifications 
of  such  ffrants :  which  ought  not  to  be  changed 
or  altered  by  the  House  of  Lords.'  ** 

1  think  laoguaffe  would  totally  fail  more  clearly 
io  indicate  that  this  8th  clause  is  such  an  '*  aid ; 
and,  that  being  the  case,  we  have  no  right  to 
inseH  the  proposed  amendments.  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from 
the  speeches  and  expressions  used,  I  am  not  in 
•ooord  with  the  members  of  this  House.  But 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  bounden  duty,  aft^r  a  most 
careful  and  painstaking  examination  of  the  whole 
subject,  to  gi?e  my  opinion  in  accordance  with 
what  appear  to  be  the  clear  facts  of  the  case. 
I  may  say,  further,  that,  if  the  question  arose  in 
Committee,  and  there  was  any  doubt  as  to  the 
ruling  given  by  the  Chidrman  of  Committees, 
that  ruling  is  so  far  final.  If  it  is  at  any  time 
decided  to  ascertain  what  is  the  opinion  of  tbe 
Council — ^not  of  the  Speaker — then  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  to  moTc  a  resolution  that  re- 
ference be  made  to  the  Council  for  guidance.  A 
similar  case  has  occurred  in  my  recollection,  and 
then  the  Council  was  asked  for  its  opinion.  The 
Council  itself  came  to  a  determination  as  to  what 
direction  it  would  are  the  Committee  after 
asking  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker.  I  feel  that 
this  u  BO  important  a  matter — I  feel  that  the 
responsibility  is  so  heayy — that  I  should  not  be 
justified  in  ruling  on  the  subject.  Therefore  I 
simply  giTC  my  opinion,  that  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  clause  in  question  and  sending  it  to 
the  House  of  BepresentatiTcs  woidd  ^be  an  in- 
Tasion  of  the  priTileges  of  that  House. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Sir,  as  far 
as  I  can  gather,  your  ruling  and  the  speeches 
made  in  the  Counol  refer  to  two  different  matters. 
I  spoke  of  the  clause  introduced  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Buckley  yesterday,  but  as  I  understand  your 
ruling  it  refers  to  clause  8  of  the  Bill,  with  which 
I  cannot  see  that  it  has  any  real  connection. 
One  is  a  distinct  appropriation  dause ;  the  other, 
I  beliere,  is  not  an  appropriation  clause  at  sll. 
To  the  best  of  my  belief,  the  clause  introduced 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  jBuokley  was  not  treated  as  an 
appropriation  clause  in  another  place.  I  thought 
it  had  been  made  abundantly  clear  that  there « 
was  no  new  appropriation  in  the  clause  proposed 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley,  but  it  was  only  a  lati- 
tude giren  to  the  Board  in  spendingr  the  money 
that  came  to  their  hands,  and  to  aUow  the  dis- 
tribution in  another  manner.  It  appears,  Sir, 
The  Hon,  ike  Sfokw 


that  I  am  at  rariance  with  you  in  regard  to  the 
question  under  discussion. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.— I  think  it  ii  not 
desirable  that  the  Speaker  should  enter  into  tn 
argument  in  support  of  the  opinion  he  htB  ei- 
pressed,  but  I  cannot  help  saying,  with  referenoe 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  and  gallant  mem- 
ber, that,  if  I  am  right  in  oonsidfring  tbu  8tk 
clause  as  an  appropriation  clause,  then  it  it  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Council  to  change  or  alter 
the  clause.    That  is  the  view  I  take. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  would 
direct  the  attention  of  honorable  members  to  a 
great  misapprehension  which  appears  to  exiit 
as  to  the  course  of  procedure  in  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTOs  in  such  oases.  From  what  bai 
fallen  from  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  and  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  I  gather  that  they  think,  be- 
cause the  House  of  BepreaeniatiTes  did  not  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  the  dame 
known  as  Mr.  Curtis's  clause,  which  is  identi- 
cal in  principle  with  that  proposed  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Buckley,  therefore  it  was  not  tr^ited  as  sn 
appropriation  clause 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOEE.— The  honof- 
able  gentleman  appears  not  to  hare  heard  what  I 
said.  I.  gave  the  Council  no  information  as  to 
the  custom  in  another  place.  All  I  said  was  that 
I  thought  that  I  was  at  Tariance  with  the  Spesker 
as  reguds  the  question  under  discussion.  I  oon- 
siderod  that  there  was  only  clause  108  under 
discussion,  and  I  did  not  see  what  bearing  thst 
had  on  clause  8.  I  admitted,  without  quesUon, 
all  that  the  Speaker  said  had  been  done  in 
another  place  in  regard  to  dauae  8 ;  but  I  was 
not  speaking  with  referenoe  to  clause  8. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— What  the 
House  of  Representatiree  does  is  this :  It  goes 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  clause 
8  of  the  Education  Bill,  which  appropriates 
money.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  makes  a 
recommendation  to  the  House  to  grant  fonds 
for  giring  eff^ect  to  the  objects  of  the  Bill,  hot 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  does  not  prevent 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill  from  yarying  that 
appropriation.  It  was,  therefore,  quite  unneces- 
sary for  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  Mr.  Curtis's 
clause.  Mr.  Curtis's  clause,  or  any  other  clause 
which  came  within  the  four  comers  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  8th  clause,  was  quite  in  order  to  be 
reoeired  in  Committee  on  the  Bill  in  Uie  House 
of  Representatiyes,  although  it  did  not  form  part 
of  the  original  Bill.  But  that  does  not  make  it 
competent  for  us  to  introduce  it  here. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  would  draw  the 
honorable  gentleman's  attention  to  the  fiict  that 
one  material  part  of  the  contention  is  that  the 
appropriation  is  already  made  in  clause  8.  When 
tne  appropriation  was  made  the  appropriatioD 
was  done  with. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  would  ask,  Sir, 
what  is  the  motion  before  the  Council  ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— There  is  no  ques- 
tion before  the  Council  at  present,  and  therefore 
this  discussion  is  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  beg  to  moye  a  re- 
solution on  this  subject  which,  at  any  rate,  will 
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gire  honorable  members  an  oppoitonitj  of  dU- 
cuaeing  the  question.  Whea  the  matter  was 
under  discussion  in  Committee,  I  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  amendmeat  proposed  b^  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  was  not  an  appropriation 
clause,  and  I  gave  mj  reasons  for  tnat  opinion. 
At  that  time  the  matter  had  not  been  so 
thoroughly  rentilated  as  it  has  now,  and  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  any  honorable  gentleman,  when 
further  discussion  on  a  subject  leads  him  to  ar- 
rire  at  a  somewhat  different  conclusion  from  that 
be  had  at  first,  not  to  shrink  from  saying  so,  but 
to  state  frankly. that  be  has  seen  reason,  if  not 
entirely  to  change  his  riews,  at  any  rate  Tery 
much  to  doubt  the  soundness  of  the*  opinion  he 
had  expressed.  The  manner  in  which  this  ques-' 
tion  presents  itself  to  my  mind  is  this :  The 
amendment  authorizes  the  Boards  to  pay  cer- 
tain moneys  to  schools  to  which,  under  the  Bill 
aa  sent  up  to  us,  it  could  not  hare  been  paid. 
Either  these  are  public  schools  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act  or  they  are  not.  If  they  are 
public  schools,  then,  undoubtedly,  we  increase 
the  amount  of  the  appropriation  which  would 
have  been  payable  under  the  Bill  as  it  came 
from  the  other  House.  If  that  is  the  case,  then 
the  amendment  is  an  appropriation  clause.  I 
am,  howcTer,  bQund  to  say  that  I  have  con- 
siderable doubt  whether  such  schools  are  public 
•chools,  because  the  Act  says  a  public  school 
must  be  subject  to  the  control  and  also  under 
the  management  of  the  Board.  These  schools 
are  subject  to  the  control,  but  not  to  the  manage- 
ment, of  the  Boards.  How,  if  they  are  not  public 
schools,  what  is  the  position  in  which  we  place 
the  Education  Boards?  We  ask  those  Boards 
to  pay  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  denom- 
inational schools  without  their  baring  any  corre- 
sponding increase  of  receipts  from  the  Colonial 
Gmasury.  We  authorize  the  Education  Boards 
to  pay  considerable  sums  of  money  to  denomi- 
national schools  while  in  respect  of  those  schools 
they  do  not  receire  any  money  from  the  Govern- 
ment  at  all.  For  these  reason's,  if  this  is  an 
appropriation  clause,  I  think  we  have  clearly  no 
right  to  pass  it.  If  it  is  not  an  appropriation 
clause,  we  hare  a  right  to  do  so ;  but  we  place 
the  Education  Boards  in  a  position  of  serious 
financial  difficulty.  I  therefore  very  much  doubt 
whether  it  is  expedient  to  adhere  to  the  clause 
proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley,  and  I  give 
expression  to  that  feeling  in  the  following  re- 
solution :  "  That,  considering  that  serious  doubt 
exists  whether  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Bon.  Mr.  Buckley  in  the  Education  Bill  may  not 
bare  the  effect  of  an  appropriation  clause,  it  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Council,  inexpedient  to  adhere 
to  it."  This  does  not  express  any  definite  opinion 
upon  the  subject.  I  am  as  anxious  as  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  that,  whilst  we  should  not 
trench  on  the  privileges  of  the  other  House,  we 
should  not  abandon  our  own ;  and  therefore  I 
ask  the  Council  to  say  that,  considering  all  the 
drcumstances,  it  is  inexpedient  to  adhere  to  the 
new  clause. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  am  glad  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  has  taken  the  opportunity  of  explaining 
his  change  of  opinion.    I  think  that  on  a  matter 


of  this  gravity  it  u  of  the  first  importance  that 
honorable  members  should  have  the  courage  of 
their  opinions,  whatever  those  opinions  may  be. 
But  the  arguments  upon  which  he  has  based  his 
change  of  opinion  seem  to  me  singularly  inappro- 
priate, singularly  unequal  to  the  gravity  of  the 
change,  and  singularly  inapplicable  to  the  whole 
case.  The  honorable  gentleman's  contention  is, 
that  either  this  aided  clause  gives  assistance  to 
public  schools  from  funds  outside  the  amount 
already  appropriated  in  clause  8,  and  thus  draws 
money  from  the  general  revenue  and  not  from 
that  already  appropriated ;  or  else,  in  providing 
assistance  for  schools  which  are  not  public  schools, 
by  diminishing  the  ^ss  amount  of  the  sum 
voted  it  interferes  with  the  general  appropria- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman's  further  conten- 
tion is  that  if  these  are  private  schools  we  are 
appropriating  moneys  for  a  purpose  neyer  con- 
templated by  the  Act.  Now,  I  would  direct  the 
honorable  gentleman's  attention  to  subsection  2 
of  clause  8,  which  says, — 

**  In  payment  to  the  Board  of  erery  district  of 
a  sum  of  not  exceeding  three  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings for  each  child  in  average  daily  attendance  at 
a  public  school,  such  average  doily  attendance  to 
be  computed  in  manner  prescribed  by  regulations." 

In  any  case,  the  gross  sum  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  purposes  of  education  cannot  exceed  and 
must  not,  with  reservations,  be  less  than  £3  15s. 
per  head.  Well,  the  practical  result  is  that  the 
sum  of  £3  15s.  at  any  rate  cannot  be  exceeded; 
and  the  only  contention  the  honorable  gentleman 
can  make  with  any  show  of  reasoning  would  be 
this :  that,  if  any  sum  at  all  is  granted  in  aid 
of  schools  which  by  the  clause  under  considera- 
tion are  converted  into  public  schools,  that  sum~ 
should  be  £3  15s.  per  head.  Now,  with  reference 
to  that,  there  is  this  to  be  said :  that  clearly  the 
intention  of  the  Act  is  that  the  appropriation 
must  be  a  gross  sum  calculated  upon  the  gross 
number,  because  if  you  look  at  the  general  dis- 
tribution of  money  you  will  see  that  the  gross 
sum  is  diminished  by  sums  accruing  from  other 
sources — to  wit,  reserves  and  other  means.  Now, 
the  truth  is  that  any  assistance  siven  to  aided 
schools  at  the  option  of  the  Board  would  practi- 
cally be  taken  from  the  general  amount  lor  ex- 
penditure. It  was  never  intended  by  the  Act 
that  the  appropriation  of  £8  15s.  was  to  be  fixed 
upon  the  head  of  every  single  individual  child. 
But  let  us  take  a  broader  view  of  the  question. 
If  we  have  not  the  power  of  directing  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  money  already  appropriated, 
then  I  submit  that  we  are  not  in  a  position  to 
decide  that  certain  sums  of  money  shall  go  for 
scholarships  or  prizes,  or  in  any  way  to  influence 
the  general  management  of  the  trust  created. 
Are  we  not  in  a  position  in  any  way  to  direct 
the  general  administration  of  the  educational 
interests  of  the  State  ?  We  are  in  a  position  to 
direct  the  general  administration  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  by  altering  from  time  to  time  the  powers 
of  the  Boards  and  Committees.  By  doing  so 
we  are  influencing  the  trusts  under  tno  Act,  and 
enabling  Boards  and  Committees  to  gire  scholar- 
ships, or  directing  the  mode  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money.    Where  do  the  Boards  get 
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the  funds  from  P  They  get  the  funds  Arom  the 
£8  158.,  and,  according  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, if  jou  do  not  take  that  sum  of  £^  15b. 
and  fix  it  on  each  particular  child  you  interfere 
with  the  approj>riation  clause.  There  is  another 
point  that  is  of  importance  to  the  whole  subject, 
and  that  is  this  :  rart  of  mj  original  contention 
was,  that  the  moment  a  QoTemment  part  with 
that  money  bj  the  appropriation  clause  the  money 
ceases  to  belong  to  the  GoTernment  and  becomes 
Tested  in  the  Boards,  and  the  Boards  are  capable 
of  using  that  money  according  to  their  powers 
under  the  Act ;  and  if  we  alter  these  powers,  then 
we  simply  say  to  the  Board  that  when  it  thinks  it 
expedient  it  shall  gire  aid  to  those  schools,  which, 
for  the  purpose  of  general  education,  shall  be  pub- 
lic schools  under  ^s  Act.  I  must  say  that  the 
whole  matter  appears  to  be  dear  enough.  It  is 
simply  part  of  ine  ordinary  machinery  of  the  Bill 
which  we  influence  in  our  place  in  this  Legida- 
tare  by  giring  a  direction  to  Committees  and 
Boards. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  jBBLL.— Sir,  I  am 
▼ery  sorry  to  differ  from  my  honorable  friend. 
I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  by 
repeating  the  arguments  which  I  addressed  to 
the  Hon.  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  last 
night.  There  is  no  doubt,  howcTer,  in  my  own 
mmd,  that  the  Council  has  no  power  to  interfere 
with  a  decision  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
as  to  the  appropriation  of  money  for  this  par- 
ticular purpose.  I  have  always  understood  that 
it  had  Men  aoknowledged  by  this  Council  that 
the  function  of  the  House  of  KepresentatiTCs  was 
to  appropriate  the  public  money  in  any  way  they 
thought  proper.  Does  my  honorable  friend  con- 
tend that,  when  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes 
has,  in  the  Appropriation  Bill  of  the  year,  appro- 
priated, say,  a  thousand  pounds,  for  any  particular 
purpose,  this  Council  has  the  right  to  alter  the 
destination  of  that  thousand  pounds  ?  I  regret  to 
hear  the  opinion  expressed  that  this  Council  is 
waiving  its  rights  or  yielding  up  its  privileees  to 
the  other  House.  I  say  that  this  Councu  has 
privileges  which  ought  neyer  to  be  yielded  and 
rights  which  ought  never  to  be  waived.  But 
when  the  Council  claims  the  right  to  appropriate 
any  part  of  the  public  reyenue,  under  any  pre- 
tence or  condition  whatever,  it  will  seek  to  esta- 
blish an  entirely  novel  right,  which  will  never  be 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
real  point  is  this  :  whether  we  do  propose  by  this 
ameudment  to  make  any  appropriation  and  appli- 
cation of  the  Consolidated  JBhind  which  is  differ- 
ent from  that  which  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes 
has  made.  If  that  is  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment, as  I  say  it  is,  then  we  are  going  entirely 
outside  our  functions.  It  is  the  representatives 
of  the  people  alone  who  have  the  right  to  say 
how  the  public  money  shall  be  appropriated,  and 
it  is  a  fundamental  principle  that  the  appropria- 
tion by  the  Lower  House  shall  not  be  interfered 
with  by  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON.— Sir,  when  I 
■poke  on  this  subject  a  short  time  ago  I  had  not 
loo]»d  at  the  passage  which  you  have  since  read 
from  May.  I  have  now  read  it  over,  and  it  seems 
to  m»  that,  if  that  ia  applicabU  to  the  pgeeent 
Hon,  Dr,  Qract 


case,  we  certunly  have  not  the  power  to  intro- 
duce this  claitta.  It  appears  to  me,  however, 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  this  is  not  the 
only  case  in  wliich  we  have  gone  too  far. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— It  seems  to  me 
(hat  the  House  of  Representatives  have  voted  a 
sum  of  money,  together  with  other  sums  of  money 
accruing  to  them  from  public  resonres  and  other 
endowments,  to  the  extent  of  £8 16s.  per  head  for 
every  child  that  is  educated  in  a  public  sohocd 
according  to  certain  rules  laid  down  by  this  Par- 
liament for  the  education  of  that  child.  It  seema 
to  me  tliat  by  this  amendment  we  now  ask  that 
the  sum  of  £8  15s.  per  head  shall  not  only  be 
appropriated  for  children  edueated  in  that  paiv 
ticular  way.  Now  we  want  to  take  that  £S  15a. 
per  head  and  give  it  to  children  who  are  edueated 
in  a  manner  different  from  that  provided  by  the 
Act.  Now,  the  sole  question  is  this:  Has  this 
Council  the  power,  after  the  other  House  has  ap- 
propriated a  certain  sum  of  money  and  said  that 
it  snail  be  spent  on  children  educated  in  a  certain 
manner,  to  say  that  money  to  the  extent  of  £8 
15s.  per  head  shall  be  paid  to  other  schools  when 
children  are  educated  m  an  exceptional  manner  P 
I  do  not  see  that  this  Council  would  be  exceeding 
its  privileges  if  it  gave  its  opuiion  that  the  mone^ 
should  not  be  appropriated  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  the  other  House.  Of  eourse,  if  the 
House  of  Bepresentatiyes  appropriated  £1,000  for 
expenditure  on  roads  or  bridges  in  a  certain  dis- 
trict, the  money  would  have  to  be  spent  in  that 
particular  way ;  but  I  do  not  think  this  is  an 
analogous  case.  I  really  think  this  Council  has  a 
right  to  make  the  alteration  suggested  and  submit 
it  for  the  consideration  of  the  other  branch  of  t^ 
Legislature,  after  which,  if  they  disagree  with  us, 
we  can  discuss  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
we  have  exceeded  our  ri^ts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  dause  8.  That  elaoee 
was  treated  as  an  appropriation  clause  in  the 
other  House,  and  it  was  introduced  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  When  the  Bill  was  before  oa 
on  a  previous  occasion  there  was  no  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  honorable  members  that  we  oould  not 
interfere  with  aAy  part  of  the  appropriation 
clause.  We  oould  either  strike  the  clause  out 
altogether  or  pass  it,  but  we  could  not  amend  it. 
The  last  part  of  clause  8  is  as  follows :  *'  Sub- 
ject to  any  such  appropriation,  regulations  may 
be  made  prescribing  the  times  and  manner  at  and 
in  which  such  moneys  shall  be  paid  or  applied." 
Now,  if  honorable  members  will  turn  to  clause 
42 — which,  I  may  say,  is  net  an  appropiiatioa 
clause — they  will  see  that  it  says, — 

"  Every  Board  shall,  out  of  the  Board  Fond, 
make  such  provision  from  time  to  time  as  to  it  shall 
seem  fit  for  the  following  purposes,  namely — (1.) 
For  the  payment  of  salaries  and  other  expenses 
connected  with  the  carrying  on  of  the  business  of 
such  Board.  (2.^  For  the  expense  of  purchanog 
or  renting  school  sites,  playgrounds,  and  build- 
ings, or  ioT  erecting,  fitting  up,  and  improyinc 
school  buildings.  (3.)  For  t^  payment  S. 
teachers'  salaries.  (4.)  For  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  pupil-teaohers.  ^.)  For  grants  to 
Oemmittees  tat  general   eshwtpna^ 
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(6.)  For  Babndicing  school  librariee.  (7.)  And 
generally  ibr  the  payment  of  all  expenses  neces- 
sarily incurred  by  such  Board  or  any  Committee 
Tinder  their  superyition  in  the  carrying  oat  of 
any  of  the  proTisions  of  this  Act." 

It  is  Tery  certain  that  the  €k>uncU  could  alter 
that  clause  in  any  manner  it  thought  proper 
without  in  any  wi^  interfering  with  the  priri- 
Isges  of  the  other  ^use.  I  will  go  farther,  and 
point  out  that  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  copy  of 
Mamsard  which  records  the  dirision  which  took 
place  when  the  clause  we  are  now  considerinff 
was  introduced  in  Committee  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatiyes.  This  particular  dause  was  not 
eoiMidered  an  appropriation  clause,  and  it  was 
not  introduced  in  Qommittee  of  Supply.  There- 
fore I  say  that  in  dealing  with  this  clause  we  are 
not  interfering  with  the  priyileges  of  the  other 
House.  It  is  the  principle  that  I  look  to,  and  I 
shall  be  rery  sorry  if,  in  declining  to  adopt  the 
claxue,  we  gire  u|>  any  one  of  our  pririleges.  I 
shall  call  for  a  division  on  the  subject,  in  order  to 
place  on  record  my  opinion  regnrding  it. 

Question  ]^ut,  **  lliat  the  motion  be  agreed 
to;"  on  which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 


Ayes         ... 

••• 

18 

Noes 

12 

Miy'ority  for 

1 

AtB8. 

Sir  F.  DUlon  Bell, 

Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Captain  Fraser, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Hall. 

Mr.  Pharazyn. 

Mr.  Hart, 

\  Mr.  Rusself, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Williamson. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Nobs. 

Colonel  Brett, 

Mr.  If fifatata. 

Mr.  Buckley, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Dr.  Chuce, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

LicuL-Colonel  Kenny, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Miller, 

Cobnel  Whitmore. 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. ' 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HART,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  thought  it  must  be  obvious 
to  every  member  of  the  Council  that  a  number  of 
Bills  of  a  local  character  came  before  the  Council, 
paiticulsurly  towards  the  end  of  the  session,  which 
could  not  receive  that  consideration  which  they 
ought  to  receive  if  they  were  to  be  intelligently 
pawed;  and  the  circumstance  that  they  came 
before  the  Council  when  so  many  other  Bills  of  a 
serious  character  demanded  consideration  as  to 
their  meaning,  sense,  and  bearing,  necessarily 
made  it  a  matter  of  haphazard  whether  they 
were  passed  or  not,  because  the  Council  did  not 
like  to  pass  any  measures  without  understanding 
Uiem  and  thoroughly  appreciating  their  objects. 
In  the  Imperial  ParUament,  Bills  of  this  kind 
were  introaaoed  after  a  certain  amount  of  pre- 


vious ceremony.  Notices  df  the  intention  to 
introduce  them  were  published,  and  they  were 
introduced  within  a  certain  period  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session.  They  had  to  undergo 
a  certain  scrutiny  before  they  were  submitted  to 
the  House,  and  after  undergoing  that  scrutiny 
they  were  rejected  or  proceeded  with  in  accord- 
ance with  the  result  of  the  scrutiny.  Here  they 
had  none  of  those  safeguards.  These  Bills  were 
introduced  as  public  BiUs.  They  were  examined 
or  were  not  examined,  as  the  case  might  be,  and 
the  Council  was  called  on  to  pats  them  at  a  late 
period  of  the  session,  when  it  could  not  possibly 
give  proper  attention  to  them.  He  would  not 
discuss  the  matter  further.  The  mischief  which 
the  motion  was  intended  to  remove  must  have 
made  itself  obvious  to  every  member  of  the 
Council  who  had  given  himself  the  trouble  near 
the  end  of  the  session  to  study  Bills  which  cer- 
tainly ought  to  have  been  introduced  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  desirable  that  a 
Committee  should  be  appointed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  evei^  session,  to  act  with  a  similar  Com- 
mittee appomted  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  wnom  should  be  referred  for  examination 
and  report  all  local  Bills.  Such  Committee  to 
have  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers.  That 
the  Standing  Orders  should  provide  that  all  local 
Bills  shall  be  introduced  into  Parliament  within 
the  first  four  weeks  of  each  session.  And  that- 
such  reference  should  in  each  case  be,  of  course, 
upon  the  first  reading  oC  the  Bill.  That  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  to 
frame  the  necessary  additions  thereto.  That  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  communicate 
with  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions." — (Mon,  Mr, 
Hart.) 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  said  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  Coumiittee  were  at  present  engaged 
in  the  consideration  of  a  very  similar  matter;  and 
he  would  therefore  move.  That  the  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  understood  the 
purport  of  the  amendment  to  be  that  the  ret 
solution,  before  being  adopted  by  the  Council, 
should  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee. That  was  a  course  whicm  would  com- 
mend itself  to  the  consideration  of  honorable 
members  at  once.  There  were  many  points  in 
the  resolution  to  which  he  had  serious  objections. 
In  the  first  place,  he  doubted  very  much  whether 
they  should  hurriedly  adopt  the  suggestion  to 
appoint  a  Joint  Committee.  Then,  again,  the 
definition  of  what  should  be  held  to  constitute 
local  Bills  would  require  much  more  careful  con- 
sideration than  would  be  secured  by  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution.  To  the  last  two  lines  of  the 
resolution  he  shoidd  altogether  object,  because  he 
imagined  that  this  resolution,  or  any  other  of  a 
simUar  purport,  was  of  such  importance  that,  in- 
stead of  being  left  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Council 
to  communicate  with  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  it  should  be  transmitted  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  a  message  asking 
'  their  concurrence.    The  amendment  of  the  Hon« 
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Major  Eiohmond  would  meet  all  his  objections ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  he  hoped  it  would  meet 
the  yiews  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

•EDUCATION  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  recommitted. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  mored  the  following 
new  clause :  '*  At  every  election  for  a  School  Com- 
mittee every  voter  shall  bo  entitled  to  a  number 
of  votes  equal  to  the  number  of  the  Committee 
to  be  elected,  and  may  give  all  such  votes  to  one 
candidate  or  may  distribute  them  among  the 
candidates,  as  he  thinks  fit." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  proposed  clause  stand 
part  of  the  Bill;''  upon  which  a  dirision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         14 

Noes         8 


Majority  for 


6 


Aybs. 


Mr.  G-.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr.  ManteU, 

Mr.  Phararyn, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Eichardson, 

Mr.  Bobinson, 

Mr.  Bussell, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 

Noes. 
Mr.  Chamberlin,  i  Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Lahmann,  ,  Mr.  Faterson, 

Mr.  Menzies,  I  Mr.  Peacock. 

The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  reported  to  the  Council. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half -past  five  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTA^TIVES. 

Friday,  ISth  November,  1877. 


First  ReadiDff»->SeooDd  Be»ding8— Third  Readings— Tara- 
naki  Tron-Sand— Imprest  Supply  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbailbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Wyndham  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  Lyttelton 
Harbour  Works  Compensation  Bill,  Westland  and 
Nelson  Coal  Fields  Administration  BDl,  Ceme- 
teries Management  Bill,  Lyttelton  and  Heathcote 
Becreation  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Administra- 
tion Bill,  Waikato  Hospital  Roservos  Bill,  Walsh 
and  Others  Pension  Bui. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Waikato  Hospital  Reserves  Bill,  Walsh  and 
Others  Pension  Bill. 

Hon.  Mr.  ManteU. 


TARANAKI  IBON-SAND. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Government,  What 
action  they  intend  to  take  with  reference  to  the 
report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  in  the 
case  of  the  petition  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
New  Zealand  Titanic  Steel  and  Iron  Company 
(Limited)  ?  The  company  was  entitled  to  5,000 
acres  of  land  upon  compliance  with  certain  con- 
ditions specified  in  the  Act  of  1874,  but  the 
Government  had  been  advised  that  the  grant 
could  not  be  issued,  the  conditions  not  having 
been  fulfilled.  The  chairman  of  the  company 
petitioned  the  House,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  who 
found  that  the  conditions  had  not  been  complied 
with,  and  recommended,  in  consequence  <n  the 
large  expenditure  the  company  had  gone  to,  that, 
if  they  produced  100  tons  of  iron  within  .a  time 
to  be  fixed  by  the  Gt>vemment,  the  grants  ehoold 
issue.  The  question  was  now  in  abeyance,  and 
he  wished  to  Know  what  the  Government  intended 
to  do  in  the  matter. 

Sir  G.  GREY  did  not  think  the  Government 
had  power  to  issue  the  grant  unless  the  existing 
Act  was  first  altered.  The  Government  con- 
curred in  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  would 
endeavour  to  give  effect  to  it. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  second,  and  third 
time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  &we  o'clock 
p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  l^th  November,  1877. 


First  BeadiB^s^Seoond  Beadings— Defenora  of  the  ColoDj 
— Edaoation  Bill— Taranaki  Goanly  Beserres  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  ehair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Walsh  and  Others  Pension  Bill,  Mines  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Balclutha    Atheneeum    Bill,    New    Pljmouth 
Reserves  Bill,  Little  River'Church  Site  Bill. 

DEFENCES  OF  THE  COLONY. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  When  the  Government  ex- 
pect Sir  William  Jervois  and  Colonel  Scratchlcy 
will  arrive  in  Wellington  to  examine  into  the 
defences  of  the  colony?  Sir  William  Jervois 
having  been  appointed  Governor  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  Colonel  Scratchley  having  been  ap- 
pointed Master  of  the  Mint  of  Victoria,  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  services  of  these 
distinguished  officers  would  no  longer  be  avail- 
able for  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  into  the  defences  of  the 
colony.    He  therefore  wbheci  to  ask  the  Colonial 
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Seoretarj  if  he  was  right  in  euppoeing  that  Buoh 
was  the  case,  or  whether  it  would  be  possible  to 
obtain  tlie  serrices  of  those  gentlemen,  and,  if  so, 
when  thej  would  be  expected  to  arri?e  in  New 
Zealand. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  that  His 
Excellency  tlie  GoTemor,  at  the  request  of  Min- 
ister*, telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
obtain  the  serrices  of  Sir  William  Jerrois  and 
Colooel  Scratchley  some  months  ago.  Since  the 
arriral  of  Sir  William  Jerrois  in  Australia  corre- 
spondence had  taken  place  between  His  Ezoel- 
lency  and  Sir  William  Jervois,  resulting  in  a  pro- 
mise that  Sir  William  would  Tisit  New  Zealand 
about  the  middle  of  December  next,  commencing 
his  examination  in  the  South  and  proceeding 
North.  Sir  William  Jerrois  said  that  he  would 
write  again,  giving  the  exact  date  of  his  intended 
sxriTal  in  New  &aland.  He  was  to  visit  Tas- 
mania first,  and,  of  course,  would  not  come  to 
New  ZeaUod  until  he  had  completed  his  exami- 
nation and  report  on  the  derencee  of  that  oolonj. 
The  (jh>Temment  would  make  due  proTision  for 
his  Tisit  on  the  Estimates. 

EDUCATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  moved  the 
recommittal  of  this  Bill,  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
sidering clause  63.  This  course  was  rendered 
necescazy  because  the  Council  had  passed  a  new 
clause,  enacting  that  cumulative  voting  bj  ballot 
sboold  be  the  method  of  electing  members  of 
School  Committees.  The  63rd  clause  of  the  Bill 
provided  that  the  electors  present  at  the  annual 
meeting  **  shall  proceed  to  elect,  either  by  show 
of  hands  or  by  ballot,  as  shall  be  determined  upon 
by  the  said  roeetins."  The  two  clauses  were 
tnerefore  incompatible,  and,  as  the  new  clause 
had  been  affirmed  by  a  majority  of  the  Council, 
he  presumed  that  the  clauses  must  be  made  to 
eoincide. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  wished  to  bring  the 
following  point  under  the  notice  of  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker.  On  the  4th  October  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  proposed  that  the  principle  of  cumu- 
ktive  voting  should  obtain  in  the  election  of 
members  of  the  Board,  but  the  proposal  was 
vejected  by  a  considerable  majority.  On  the  7th 
November  the  Hon.  Dr.  Ghrace  proposed  that  the 
eumalative  principle  should  be  introduced  into 
the  Section  of  School  Committees.  That  pro- 
poaal  was  also  negatived.  On  the  16th  November 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Gbace  brought  forward  substan- 
tiaUy  the  same  proposal.  The  language  of  the 
proposal  was  not  identical,  but  substantially  it 
waa  a  proposal  that  the  cumulative  principle 
should  be  mtrodnoed  into  the  election  of  School 
Committeea.  The  point  which  he  wished  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  wss 
whether  these  repeated  proposals  did  not  infringe 
the  186Ui  Standing  Order.  He  brought  the 
matter  under  the  consideration  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee, 
and  the  Chairman  ruled,  with  perfect  justice, 
that,  as  the  matter  had  been  remitted  to  the 
Committee  by  the  Council,  the  Committee  had 
so  power  to  deal  vnUi  the  question.  The  Stand- 
ing Order  was  to  this  effect :    "  No  question 
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or  amendment  may  be  proposed  which  is  the 
same  in  substance  as  any  question  or  amend- 
ment which,  during  the  same  session,  has  been 
resolved  in  the  affirmative  or  negative."  Look- 
ing at  the  fiust  that  the  question  agreed  to  in 
Conunittee  on  Friday  last  was  the  same  in  sub- 
stance as  one  proposed  by  the  Hon.  ]>.  Grace  on 
the  7th  November,  which  was  then  rejected,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  renewed  motion  of 
Friday  last  was  not  in  violation  of  the  Standing 
Order. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  there 
was  no  doubt  that,  after  a  Committee  had  passed 
a  proposition  in  the  affirmative,  the  Bill  might  be 
recommitted,  and  the  same  proposition  negatived, 
or  vice  versd.  A  Committee  might  alter  or  vary 
any  provisions  in  a  Bill  on  reoommitaL  The  rule 
to  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  referred  applied 
only  to  substantive  questions  which  came  before 
the  whole  Council. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  said  the  ruling 
which  he  gave  on  Friday  evening  was  given  on 
the  principle  that  objection  should  have  been 
taken  to  the  proposal  before  the  Bill  went 
into  Committee.  The  Council  having  remitted 
the  clause  for  the  consideration  of  the  Com* 
mittee,  the  Committee,  he  held,  would  not  have 
been  justified  in  refusing  to  consider  the  pro* 
posal  on  the  ground  that  it  was  identical  with 
a  proposal  that  had  already  been  rejected  by  the 
Council. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  take 
any  action  in  reference  to  the  point  raised,  be- 
cause neither  he  nor  the  Council  could  interfere 
unless  the  question  were  remitted  for  the  decision 
of  the  Council,  which  was  not  done  in  this  par- 
ticular case.  The  136th  Standing  Order  said, 
"  No  question  or  amendment  may  be  proposed 
which  is  the  same  in  substance  as  any  question 
or  amendment  which,  during  the  same  session, 
has  been  resolved  in  the  affirmative  or  negative." 
But  if  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Menzies  would 
look  at  the  head  of  the  page  he  would  find  that 
the  Standing  Order  came  under  the  headins 
"Orders  of  the  Day,  Motions,  &c. ;"  but  it  had 
always  been  an  accepted  rule  in  the  Council  that 
any  and  every  proposal  might  be  affirmed  or 
negatived  again  and  again  during  the  several 
stages  of  a  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  pointed  out  that  the 
date  fixed  in  clause  64  at  which  the  annual 
elections  of  School  Committees  should  take  place 
would  be  very  inconvenient  for  people  resident 
in  the  country  districts.  It  was  suggested  durin| 
the  discussion  on  the  Bill  that  as  early  a  period 
as  the  beginning  of  January  should  be  fixed,  if 
he  recollected  aright,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary 
promised  that  the  subject  should  receive  con* 
sideration.  J£  his  honorable  friend  hfid  con* 
sidered  the  matter,  and  had  no  strong  reason  to 
urge  against  it,  he  hoped  the  time  fixed  for  the 
elections  would  be  altered. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That 
clause  8  should  also  be  considered  when  the 
Bill  was  recommitted,  with  the  ¥iew  to  its  ex* 
cision. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  hastily  interfere  with   the 
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decision  arriyed  at  in  regard  to  an  appropriation 
clause.  If  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  objected  to 
the  decision  come  to,  bis  best  course  would  be  to 
moTe  that  the  Bill  be  discharged. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  FOLLBN  said  the  Bill  had 
had  so  many  narrow  escapes  durine  its  progress 
through  the  Council  that  those  who  desir^  to 
see  it  passed  would  be  acting  prudently  to  allow 
it  to  be  read  a  third  time,  leaying  any  necessary 
corrections  to  be  made  in  another  place  or  by 
Conference.  The  safest  course  for  the  Council 
to  adopt  now,  assuming  it  to  be  the  desire  of 
honorable  gentlemen  that  an  Education  Bill 
should  be  passed,  would  be  to  allow  it  for  this 
year  to  pass  through  the  General  Assembly  with 
whatever  imperfections  it  possessed.  If  there 
were  any  further  delay,  ana  any  difficulty  were 
to  be  created  between  the  two  Houses  about  the 
8th  clause,  the  beet  thing  to  be  done  would  be, 
as  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  suggested,  to 
mo?e  the  discharge  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  G-BACE  was  rather  amused  that 
his  honorable  friend  Dr.  Menzies,  who  was  so 
tired  of  the  subject,  should  move  the  recommit- 
tal of  the  Bill  lor  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
oumulatiye  principle,  it  was  unreasonable  that 
the  honorable  gentleman,  who  was  so  much  dis- 
satisfied  with  him  (Dr.  Grace)  for  having  per- 
aiited  in  bringing  the  subject  forward,  should 
now  recommit  the  BiU  to  bring  it  forward  himself. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASER  said  the  people  of 
Otago  had  paid  as  much  as  £17,000  in  school 
fees,  and  paid  it  most  willingly.  They  would  be 
ashamed  to  accept  any  charitable  system  of  educa- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  they  had  dis- 
cussed the  Question  ad  nauteam.  If  they  wished 
to  impose  tnese  capitation-fees  they  could  easily 
do  so  at  some  future  time.  The  BiU  would  not  be 
like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians ;  it  could 
be  altered  at  any  time.  He  thought,  on  the  other 
band,  that  the  cumulative  principle  might  be  tried 
for  one  year.  It  was  earned  by  a  bare  minority 
after  a  good  deal  of  argument,  and,  although  he 
had  voted  against  it,  be  was  prepared  to  let  the 
majority  have  its  way.  The  Council  had  better 
let  the  BiU  be  read  a  third  time.  He  did  not 
quite  know  why  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
wished  them  to  go  into  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  explained  that 
the  63rd  clause  provided  for  the  election  of  Com- 
mittees either  by  a  show  of  hands  or  by  ballot ; 
but  another  clause  which  had  been  passed  provided 
that  the  Committee  should  be  elected  by  ballot 
according  to  the  principle  of  cumulatiye  voting. 
He  did  not  see,  therefore,  how  the  63rd  clause 
could  be  left  in  its  present  position. 
-  The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  vras  a  mat- 
ter of  detaU,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  go  into 
Committee  on  that  clause. 

Question  put,  "  That  ^e  BiU  be  recommitted 
for  the  reconsideration  of  clause  8 ; ''  upon  which 
a  division  irat  oaUed  for,  with  the  following  re- 
salt  :— 

Ayea         12 

Noes         11 

Majority  for       1 

Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  BtU 


Sir  F.  DiUon  BeU, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 


ArBS. 

Mr.  Hart, 

Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Kgatata, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Mr.  Robinson. 
Nobs. 


Dr.  PoUcn, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  WiUiamson. 


Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Paterson,  > 

Motion  aereed  to.  The  BiU  was  consequently 
reoommittea. 

IN  OOMMITTBB. 

Clause  8. — Expenses  of  administering  depart- 
ment  to  be  appropriated  hj  General  Assembly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That  this 
clause  be  struck  out 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  Bill;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  caUed  for,  with  the  foUowing  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         10 

Noes         12 

Mf\jority  against 2 

Atx8. 
Mr.  Chamberlin,  Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Holmes,  Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Lahmann,  Mr.  Russell, 

Mr.  Menzies,  Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Nurse,  Mr.  Williamson. 

N0K8. 

Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  Hart, 

Colonel  Brett,  Lieut^- Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Ngatata, 

Captain  Eraser,  Mr.  Peacock, 

Dr.  Ghnce,  Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Mr.  HaU,  Mr.  Robinson. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to^ 
and  the  clause  struck  out. 

Clause  68.  —  Election  of  School  Committeea. 
Proceedings  at  meeting. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moTod,  That 
the  foUovrine  words  be  omitted  from  the  clause  : 
*'  either  by  show  of  hands  or." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  vrith  the  £dlow- 
ing  result : — 

Ares         11 

Noes         12 


Majority  against.. 


Mr.  ChamberUn, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 


A7S8. 

Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  PoUen, 
Mr.  Williamson. 
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Nobs. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Backjej, 
Pr.  Grmoe, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.Htft, 


Lient-'Oolonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  MUler, 
Mr.  Ngatata, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  BusmII, 
Colonel  Wbitmore. 


The  amendment  was  oonsequentlj  carried,  and 
the  claoie  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clauee  65. — OumulatiTe  Toting  at  election  of 
School  Committees. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  moTed,  That  the 
cUuse  be  struck  out. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  clause  proposed  to 
be  struck  out  do  stand  part  of  the  dHHI  "  upon 
vhich  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result: — 

Ajee         ^.        U 

Noes        7 


Majority  for 


Atbb. 


Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Ngatata, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart,     . 

Nobs. 
Mr.  ChiKtnberlin,  |  Mr.  Mencies, 

Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Faterson, 

Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny,  '  Mr.  Peacock. 
Mr.  XAhmann,  j 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed. 

TARANAKI  COUNTY  RESERVES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moring  the  second 
nttding  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  Test  in 
the  County  of  Taranaki  certain  reserves  which 
had  been  made  for  the  improTement  of  roads  in 
the  Tamrataiiffi,  Hua,  and  Waiwakaiho  Road 
Districts.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  GazeUe  under 
which  these  reserves  were  made,  but  since  that 
had  been  done  the  roads  had  been  included  in 
the  county,  and  the  districts  had  petitioned  to 
hftve  the  reseires  transferred,  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  made,  to  the  County  of  Tai*anaki. 
.  The  PubUc  Petitions  Committee  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  L^islature  recommended  that  the 
petitions  should  be  complied  with,  but  that  one 
part  of  them  should  not  be  complied  with — 
namely,  that  the  county  should  hare  power  to 
•ell  the  reserves.  The  Committee  reconmiended 
that  power  should  only  be  given  to  lease  the 
leaervet  for  forty-two  years.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  was  merely  to  transfer  the  reserves  from  one 
body  to  another  in  order  to  apply  them  to  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  onginaUy  set  apart. 
Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  merely  wished  to  in- 
timate that  he  should  subject  the  proposal  to 
ft  very  careful  OTamination  when  the  Bill  went 
before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  His  honor- 
jthU  bwDd  said  it  WM  not  proptmd  to  change  the 


object  for  which  the  reserves  were  set  apart ;  but, 
so  far  as  he  understood  the  matter,  the  object  was 
distinctly  different.  The  original  reserves  were 
made  for  the  improvement  of  the  roads  in  the 
Tarurutangi,  and  Hua  and  Waiwakaiho  Districts. 
The  Bill  provided  that  the  reserves  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  Taranaki  County  Council  in 
trust  for  the  improvement  of  the  "Junction 
Road."  As  he  had  before  said,  he  should  now 
watch  with  jealousy  any  attempts  to  divert  re- 
serves from  their  original  purposes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  could  only  say  that  the 
reserves  were  set  apart  for  the  improvement  of 
roads  in  the  district  mentioned,  and  they  were 
now  to  be  applied  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Junction  Road,  in  the  same  county.  He  assumed 
that  the  Junction  Road  was  part  of  the  original 
district ;  but,  of  course,  if  there  was  any  substan- 
tial difference  in  the  matter,  it  would  be  carefully 
inquired  into  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half -past  five  o'dook 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  HBPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  19M  November,  1877. 


LsQd  Bill— Financial  SUtement. 

Mr.  Spbaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

'     PSAYBBS. 

LAND  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Appendix  G. — Land  District  of  Canterbury. 
CLause  1. — Uniform  price  of  rural  land. 
Mr.  STOUT  moved  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing proviso  :  '<  Provided  always  that  this  section 
shall  not  apply  to  pastoral  lands  set  aside  for  sale 
on  deferred  payments." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added ;"  upon  which  a  dirislor 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         81 

Noes         82 


Minority  against . 


AlTBS. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
>  Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Pidier, 
Sir  a.  Ghrey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hurathouse, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  ReUy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Munay, 


Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Rees, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Shaip, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 
,  Mr.  Shrimski, 
{  Mr.  Swanson* 
I  Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Woolcook. 
TeUere. 

Mr.  Ballance^ 

Mr.  Stout 
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KOM. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Curtif, 
Sir  B.  DougUf, 
Mr.  Gibbt, 
Mr.  GiBborne, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Lamacb, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 


For, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Beaton. 


Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemakar, 
Mr.  Trarers, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  RoUeston. 


Paibs. 


AgcnnH. 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Moorhottsa, 
Mr.  Pyke. 
Mr.  Brandon. 


The  amendment  was  oonseqaantly  negatWed. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Mr.  LARNACH  said,  — Mr.  Speaker:  Sirt 
the  Hon.  the  Premier,  a  few  erenings  ago,  in 
Ills  statement  of  the  proposed  future  policy 
of  the  QoTemment,  informed  the  House  that 
it  was  our  desire  to  consolidate  the  adminis- 
tratiTC  system  of  the  colony,  and  to  introduce  a 
dear,  comprehensiTe,  economical,  and  stable  plan 
of  finance.  This,  Sir,  is  a  work  on  the  adyisa- 
bility  of  which  I  think  all  honorable  members 
must  affree ;  and  all  will  no  doubt  agree  that  a 
work  of  such  a  nature  cannot  be  properly  acoom- 
pUshed  without  full  consideration.  Under  these 
circumstances,  there  are  two  courses  open  to 
ns:— 

Firstly,  to  ask  the  House  to  Yote  supplies  for  a 
period  of  three  or  four  months ;  to  adjourn  ;  to 
meet  again  at  an  early  period  of  next  year, — 
when  we  should  be  enabled  to  place  all  our  plans 
before  you  in  a  matured  form, — and  then  to  take 
your  Terdict  upon  them  ;  or. 

Secondly,  to  take  up  the  Estimates  of  the  late 
GoTcmment,  make  such  modifications  in  their 
proposals  as  we  might  deem  necessar?i  and  oc- 
cupy ourselves  during  the  reoess  in  fully  reor- 
ganising and  consolidating  the  present  financial 
and  departmental  systems  of  the  colony. 

Sir,  the  latter  is  the  course  w)iich  we  hare 
determined  to  adopt.  At  the  same  time  that  we 
resolye  to  do  this,  the  House  has  a  right  to  expect 
that  we  should  at  least  indicate  our  riews  upon 
the  present  financial  condition  of  the  colony,  the 
ohaittoter  of  the  chances  we  propose  to  make,  and 
the  necessity  that,  m  our  opinion,  exists  for 
jnaking  those  changes. 
Mr.  8tont 


THB  FnrAKOIlL  BTATKICSIfT  07  THB  LATS  COLO- 
TflLL  TBKASURBB. 

The  late  Colonial  Treasurer  has  laid  before 
this  House  an  elaborate  Financial  Statement, 
furnished  with  all  the  tables  and  returns  that 
usually  accompany  such  an  important  docu- 
ment. I  therefore.  Sir,  feel  myself  somewhat 
relieved  of  the  duty  of  entering  to  any  great 
extent  into  minute  details.  I  will  at  once 
admit,  Sir,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me 
to  attempt  to  place  more  clearly  before  this 
House  than  the  late  Hon.  Colonial  Treasurrr 
lias  done,  all  details  in  reference  to  the  different 
loans  which  this  colony  has  from  time  to  Mint 
contracted;  nor  have  I  the  time  or  the  means, 
at  this  Tcry  late  period  of  the  session,  to  rerise 
them.  The  Government  has  no  other  course  to 
adopt  but  to  accept  them.  So,  also,  with  regard 
to  the  expenditure :  anxious  as  we  are  to  effect 
changes  of  system  by  means  of  rearrangement, 
economy,  and  consolidation,  yet — as  more  than 
one-third  of  the  present  financial  year  has  already 
elapsed,  and  as  niuch  patient  inquiry  is  requi- 
site to  prevent  changes  and  reorganization  of 
this  kind  becoming  mischievous  and  even  danger- 
ous to  the  public  service — I  feel  that  I  have  bq 
other  course  open  to  me  at  the  present  time  than 
to  accept  the  estimates  of  expenditure  nearly  as 
they  appear  in  the  tables  recently  submitted  by 
the  late  Treasurer.  If,  howerer,  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  I  am  necessanly  precluded 
from  dealing  with  details,  I  ask  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  short  time  whilst  I  endeavour, 
from  my  point  of  view,  to  indicate  briefly  tlie 
tendency  of  our  present  system  of  finance,  the 
evils  to  which  it  is  rapidly  leading,  and  the  only 
available  remedv  that  I  can  see  possible  to  enable 
this  colony,  without  imposing  enormous  burdens 
upon  the  people,  to  maintain  its  credit,  and  to 
bring  to  a  successful  issue  the  great  policy  of 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  to  which  the 
colony  is  pledged  by  the  contracts  it  has  entered 
into  in  relation  to  tbe  works  that  are  in  progress 
— besides  the  promises  of  works  to  be  initiated. 

EABUEB  HEKTIKGB  OF  PABLIAMIKT  KB0B88ABT. 

One  striking  defect  in  the  present  system  ni 
conducting  the  public  expenditure  is,  that  tiie 
General  Assembly  frequently  meets  some  time 
after  the  commencement  of  a  new  financial  year. 
After  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  a  period  of 
several  months  sometimes  elapses  before  the  Act 
of  Appropriation  passes  the  Assembly. 

Under  such  a  system  the  expenditure  is  con- 
ducted  without  any  appropriation  having  been 
made ;  and  is  incuired  solely  upon  the  authority 
of  Imprest  Supply  Acts,  which  direct  the  moneys 
to  be  charged  in  a  manner  thereafter  to  be  ex- 
pressed  in  the  appropriation  of  the  year.  From 
this  it  results  that  the  Government  is  able  to 
iivsur  any  expenditure  it  pleases,  by  simply 
placing  on  an  Estimate  any  amount  for  any 
service  which  it  thinks  proper  to  undertake  ;  and 
the  duty  of  the  Assembly  resolves  itself  rather 
into  the  ratification  of  expenditure  incurred 
during  several  months  of  tbe  year  than  a  care- 
ful watching  of  amounts  which  it  is  asked  to 
rote.    To  cure  this  system,  one  of  the  duties  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Financial 


[HOTTSB.] 


Statement 


258 


tbe  present  GoTemment  will  be  either  to  alter 
the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  financial 
year,  or  to  take  care  that  the  Assembly  meets  at 
an  earlier  period,  say  not  later  than  the  first 
week  in  Jane. 

TBllSITSY  BILLS  AND  OTHEB  VLOATING  DEBTS. 

Sir,  in  the  financial  year  1874-75  there  were 
ontstanding  Treasury  bdls— that  is,  loans  raised 
to  meet  deficiencies  in  the  revenues  of  previous 
years,  and  chargeable  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
—to  the  extent  of  £400,000.  That  amount  was 
due  and  payable  in  that  year ;  but  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  was  unable  to  bear  so  large  a  charge. 
It  was,  howeyer,  hoped  that  this  sum  might  be 
gradually  reduced  by  the  payment  out  of  re- 
Tenue  of  £100,000  per  annum  until  the  whole 
amount  was  extinguished.  If  that  sanguine 
expectation  had  b^n  realized,  there  would  be 
outstanding  now  only  £200,000  of  Treasury 
Bills,  of  which  sum  a  moiety  would  yanish  con- 
eorrently  with  the  present  financial  year ;  but 
ih»  present  tendency  is  in  an  opposite  directioq* 
lor  the  amount  of  Treasury  bills  in  existence  is 
now  aboye  £800,000 — more  than  double  the  ori- 
ginal sum  referred  to  of  1874-75,  and,  instead 
of  there  haying  occurred  any  decrease  in  this 
particular  form  of  the  colony  s  indebtedness,  the 
original  sum  may  now  safely  be  multiplied  by 
two.  Not  only  haye  we  been  unable  out  of  the 
■uperflaities  of  the  present  to  pay  off  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  past,  but  the  necessities  of  the 
present  haye  shown  themselyes  to  be  far  greater 
than  before,  and  the  charge  upon  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  has  now  become  so  large  that  to 
meet  these  Treasury  bills  out  of  the  Fund  upon 
which  they  are  by  law  a  proper  charge  appears 
to  me  to  be  hopeless.  In  the  year  1875-76,  a 
further  issue  of  Treasury  bills  was  requisite  in 
aid  of  revenue  to  the  amount  of  £172,000.  In 
tiie  last  year,  a  further  issue  of  £260,000  became 
neeessaiy ;  and  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  pro- 
posed to  repeat  a  similar  temporaiy  borrowing 
this  jear  "as  a  receipt  in  aid,"  but  K>r  this  occa- 
non  the  Fund  upon  which  the  adyance  is  to  be 
aeeared  is  not  the  Consolidated  Fund  or  the  ordi- 
nary reyenue  of  the  colony,  but  the  Land  Fund 
of  the  Provincial  District  of  Otago.  A  similar 
loan  would  haye  been  raised  on  the  security  of 
Oanterbury,  had  it  not  been  found  possible  to 
take  £58,<K)0  in  cash  from  its  territorial  reVenue. 
Such  a  condition  of  affairs  as  this,  Sir,  is  not 
considered  by  us  in  any  way  satisfactory.  There 
appears  to  be  a  sad  want  of  that  equilibrium — 
toat  eyenness  of  balance — in  our  financial  sys- 
tem which,  before  all  things,  must  exist  if  we 
intend  to  maintain  our  position  as  a  soWent 
8tate»  our  reputation  as  prudent,  careful  colo- 
nists, and,  aboye  all,  our  credit  in  the  English 
money  market. 

0I7B  posinoir  with  bboabd  to  pboyikolll 

LUBILITIBS. 

Nor,  Sir,  is  this  all :  if  it  were,  perhaps  it  would 
not  be  so  difficult  to  secure  an  e? en  balance  be- 
tween our  means  and  our  requirements  as,  I  fear, 
may  possibly  be  the  case — or,  to  use  a  homely 
phnae^  to  leam  bow  to  make  both  encU  meet. 


Last  session  this  House  finally  determined  to 
abolish  the  proyincial  sjstem,  and  in  so  doing 
had  to  make  all  proyincial  liabilities  colonial 
liabilities,  for  which  this  House  has  to  make  pro- 
vision. The  burden  which  has  been  underti^en 
by  that  policy  is,  in  my  opinion,  greater  than  was 
eyer  anticipated.  The  difficulty  of  ascertaining 
the  amount  of  provincial  liabilities  seems  to  be 
yery  great,  and  that  of  finding  the  means  where- 
with to  liquidate  them  when  ascertained  se^ms  to 
me  to  be  still  greater. 

Up  to  the  dOth  June  last,  the  sum  of  £237,500 
had  been  advanced  from  loan  to  meet  payment  of 
provincial  liabilities,  and  there  existed  on  that 
date,  oyerdrafts  at  the  bank  on  Provincial  Ac- 
count, the  sum  of  £105,888,  or  an  aggregate  sum 
of  £343,888,  which  total  may  be  reduced  by 
£45,888,  being  the  amount  of  balances  in  hand 
to  meet  liabilities  on  Provincial  Account,  thus 
leaving  still  unsupported  the  sum  of  £297,500. 

Sir,  BO  much  I  haye  said  for  the  period  up  to 
the  30th  June  last,  and  from  that  time  I  may  be 
allowed  to  trayel  upon  a  different  and  perhaps 
more  uneven  track.  There  are  known  to  be,  at 
the  date  on  which  I  am  now  speaking,  still  fur- 
ther liabilities  on  Provincial  Account  outstand- 
ing, amounting  to  £279,766,  reducible  by  about 
£30,000  due  from  Land  Fund  and  other  sources, 
leaving  a  total  to  be  provided  for  in  some  manner 
of  £249,766.  And  the  House,  I  think,  will  agree 
with  me  that  still  further  liabilities  in  this  direc- 
tion will  yet  most  surely  present  themselves.  In 
the  statement  of  these  liabilities,  which  I  found 
in  preparation  for  the  late  Treasurer,  they  appear 
to  reach  a  total  of  £660,000. 

There  is  a  sum  of  £100,000  to  be  paid  in 
September  next  to  the  Wellington  Trust  and  Loan 
Company,  for  money  lent  to  carry  on  the  im- 
portant reclamation  improyemeilt  undertaking  on 
the  foreshore  of  the  harbour  of  this  city.  It  is 
true  that  the  work  contfticted  for  promises  un- 
deniably to  be  a  reproductive  one.  The  land  is 
security  for  the  outlay,  and  very  good  security  too ; 
but  still.  Sir,  the  works  are  not  yet  finished,  and 
are  not  likely  to  be  completed  before  or  on  the 
date  upon  wnioh  the  payment  becomes  due,  and. 
it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  sales  to  any  extent 
of  sections  can  take  place  for  some  time  to  come. 
The  money,  no  doubt,  can  be  re-borrowed  upon 
the  same  security,  perhaps  eyen  on  better  terms 
than  originally ;  and,  if  there  were  no  greater 
difficulties  to  face  than  this,  my  task  would  be 
much  easier  than  I  apprehend  it  will  be. 

From  the  Statement  of  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer the  House  will  have  seen  that  there  remain 
na  available  balances  from  loans  upon  which  I 
can  pretend  permanently  to  charge  any  of  these 

f payments;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  abso* 
utely  necessary  to  go  into  the  money  market, 
under  disadvantageous  circumstances,  to  borrow 
still  further ;  and,  to  attempt  to  do  so  upon  any- 
thing like  reasonable  terms,  we  must  be  prepared 
to  show  a  state  of  finance  characterized  by  sound- 
ness and  stability. 

UNSTABLE  CHABAOTBB  OF  BBOBNT  COLONIAL 
FINANCE. 

I  a«k|  Sir,  has  there  been  exhibited  anysta* 
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bilitj  in  the  finance  of  tliit  colony  daring  the 
recent  past  ?  By  the  Abolition  Act  a  financial 
arrangement,  supposed  to  be  of  a  very  definite 
and  permanent  chai*aoter,  was  arriyed  at  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Land  Fund.  This  grand  arrangement, 
promising  durability  and  stability,  nerer  eyen  saw 
the  daylight  of  its  existence,  but  fell  still-born  ; 
and  great  difficulties  would  haye  arisen  from  this 
cause  had  not  certain  provisions  in  the  Financial 
Arrangements  Act  of  last  session  come  to  the  res- 
cue of  colonial  finance.  These  are  the  very  pro- 
yisions  the  late  Government  proposed  again  to 
alter  this  year ;  thus  removing  every  trace  of 
fixity  and  finality  from  the  finance  of  the  colony. 
Now,  Sir,  to  meet  all  these  exigencies,  to  make 
the  large  payments  on  account  of  interest  that 
this  colony  has  periodically  to  make,  to  pay  sala- 
ries, and  to  provide  for  the  innumerable  other 
matters  that  have  daily  to  be  met,  what,  I  ask,  is 
the  present  state  of  tlie  Treasury  chest  ?  I  have 
been  accustomed,  Sir,  to  deal,  and  I  prefer  to 
deal,  with  cash.  It  is  very  much  more  satisfac- 
tory and  more  convincing  to  deal  with  cash  than 
with  mere  book-keeping  accounts :  with  the  latter, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  manipulate  balances;  with  the 
former,  it  is  not  easy  to  show  two  sovereigns  where 
in  reality  only  one  exists. 

8TATB  OP  THE  PUBLIC  AOCOimT    ON   OUB  BKTBT 
nCTO  OPPICE. 

On  the  Idth  day  of  October  last,  the  day  on 
which  this  Government  assumed  office,  there 
Btood  to  the  credit  of  the  colony  altogether,  as 
ehown  by  its  banking  accounts,  the  sum  of 
£762,812  lis.  3d.  Surely,  Sir,  with  such  an 
overflowing  Treasury  as  this,  the  House  will 
wonder  what  need  there  is  for  any  financial  dif- 
ficulty. I  shaU  at  once  proceed,  Sir,  to  show  the 
House  of  what  this  balance  chiefiy  consists. 

To  the  credit  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  there 
was  £105,663  7s.  8d. ;  to  the  credit  of  the  Land 
Fund,  £544,548  lis.  6d.  I  shall  now  lay  before 
the  House  a  full  statement  of  cash  balances  in 
hands  of  bankers  on  the  day  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, also  a  similar  statement,  for  comparison, 
.of  the  16th  instant,  with  the  amounts  of  the 
balances  of  each  one  of  the  numerous  depart- 
mental accounts. 

THE  LAND  PUWD— ITB  PEB8BKT  POSITION. 

The  whole  of  the  Land  Fund  is  appropriated 
by  special  enactment.  The  Government  has  no 
power,  however  large  in  any  one  year  that  Fund 
may  become,  to  touch  one  shilling  of  it,  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  beyond  that  amount  whicn 
the  law  places  at  its  disposal.  The  whole  of  the 
residue  is  to  be  distributed  in  certain  defined 
proportions  to  the  counties  of  the  respective  pro- 
Tincial  districts  in  which  it  is  raised.  An  accu- 
mulated and  excessive  Land  Fund,  under  the 
present  laws  of  this  colony,  can  never  be  used 
by  the  Gk>yemment,  even  temporarily,  in  aid  of 
a  deficient  Colonial  Treasury.  The  land  sales 
this  year,  I  feel  pleasure  in  sayins,  will  be  largely 
in  excess  of  the  sum  estimated  by  the  late  Go- 
veroment.  Their  estimate  was  £743,000.  To 
September  30th,  there  h:id  actually  been  paid 
^to  .the  Treasury  the  sum  of  £642^1 19s.  4d. 
Mr,  Lamach 


I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  anticipate  four  timee 
t  hat  sum  as  the  land  reyenue  for  the  year,  but  I 
think  it  is  quite  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
respectable  total  of  one  million  will  be  realized. 
After  paying  all  subsidies  to  Munictpalitiei^ 
Koad  Boards,  &c.,  as  provided  by  law,  the  resi- 
due, however  large,  has  to  be  paid  to  the  County 
Councils. 

I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact  that,  while  the  Land  Fund  receipts  have  on 
the  whole  been  largely  in  excess  of  the  estimate, 
that  excess  has  entirely  arisen  from  the  large  sums 
realized  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Canterboiy, 
while  in  the  other  provincial  districts  the  amount 
realized  has  been  much  under  the  estimate. 

PROPOSALS  HBOABDINO  FTTTUBB   DIBP08ITI0H  OV 
THB  LAKS  FUND. 

Sir,  although  the  land  revenue  has  nominally 
been  regarded  and  treated  as  provincial  revenue, 
yet,  in*'point  of  fact  and  actually,  it  has,  by  yariovi 
enactments  during  the  past  few  years,  been  gra* 
dually  enoroaohed  upon  and  absorbed  to  such 
an  extent  tlmt,  in  r^ity,  the  idea  that  a  laig« 
proportion  is  available  for  localization  ia  a  delu- 
sion, only  calculated  to  mislead  the  minds  of  Urn 
people  as  to  the  real  position  of  afiairs — such  pio- 
portion  not  being  for  the  most  part  derived  from 
actual  land  sales,  but  from  Treasury  bills.  Under 
such  circumstances,  it  is  desirable  tnat  the  subject 
should  be  placed  upon  a  more  certain  and  satia- 
factory  footing  :  with  which  view,  and  for  Um 
purpose  of  simplifying  the  Public  Accounts,  we 
propose  to  do  openly  and  straightforwardly  that 
which  our  predecessors  in  office  have  hitherto 
been  doing  indirectly  and  disingenuously.  Sir,  we 
mean  to  make  the  Land  Fund  colonial  reyenne, 
subject  to  all  the  obligations  which  the  colony  has 
undertaken  in  respect  thereof,  such  as  cost  of 
administration,  cost  of  survey,  immigration,  in- 
terest  on  provincial  loans,  and  so  forth.  It  is 
our  intention,  however,  that  20  per  cent,  of  the 
land  revenue  shall  be  localized  by  law  for  the 
puri>ose  of  being  expended  by  the  looal  au- 
thorities on  roads,  bridges,  and  public  worics 
within  their  respective  districts;  and,  further^ 
we  shall  ask  Parliament  to  agree  to  one  uniform 
land  law,  whereby  the  public  estate,  subject  to 
classification,  shafi  be  sold  at  uniform  prices 
throughout  the  colony,  whether  ou  a  system  emi* 
bracing  free  selection,  deferred  paymeote,  or 
otherwise. 

Sir,  I  wish  it  also  to  be  understood  that,  if 
administrative  reforms  and  reduction  of  expendi- 
ture can  be  effected  to  an  extent  which  may  allow 
of  any  increase  of  the  proportion  of  20  per  cent, 
referred  to,  such  proportion  shall  have  the  benefit 
of  it  accordingly. 

On  this  subject  I  desire  to  add  that,  while  ih» 
circumstances  into  which  the  colony  has  been 
permitted  to  drift  render  it  imperative  that  the 
land  revenue  should  be  dealt  with  as  we  hsve 
just  proposed,  my  colleagues  and  myself  fully 
recognize  that  one  of  the  most  legitimate  objects 
to  which  that  revenue  ought  to  be  applied  is  te 
render  available  for  setuement  the  partiraJar 
locality  from  whence  it  has  been  derived :  in  fact, 
this  ought  to  be  regarded  as  «ne  of  tbe  m«ia  «gii- 
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ditioos  upon  which  the  purchase-money  it  paid. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that,  in  apportioning 
the  public  rerenue  throughout  the  colony,  such 
condition  should  be  faithfully  kept  in  yiew. 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  ny  that  the  Qoremment  looks  forward  to  being 
enabled  to  iubmit  to  this  House  next  session  well- 
considered  proposals,  based  upon  sound  data, 
whereby  important  districts  may  be  opened  up 
and  connected  with  the  main  railway  lines  by 
means  of  branch  lines,  to  be  constructed  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  land,  which  will  be  rendered 
TaliJAble  and  aocessiUe  by  such  branch  lines. 
There  are  at  present,  as  honorable  members  are 
anrare,  extensiye  areas  of  public  territory  through- 
out the  colony  which  are  unayailable  for  settle- 
ment, and  which  must  continue  to  be  so  until 
rendered  accessible  by  railways  or  roads.  This  i« 
a  matter  in  respect  to  which  the  (Government 
looks  with  favour  upon  the  action  that  has  been 
taken  during  the  present  session  by  priyate  mem- 
bers. We  ore  of  opinion,  however,  that  it  is  a 
subject  which,  in  the  future,  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Government,  and  we  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  devote  to  it  that  consideration  which  its 
importance  deserves. 

vinriBKuroi  akd  bbpaib  op  main  likes  ov 

BOADS  AND    BBIDGB8. 

The  Government  has  daily,  since  in  office,  had 
brought  under  its  notioe  the  necessity  of  taking 
some  steps  to  protect  and  keep  in  repair  the  main 
loads  aod  bridges  of  the  colony ;  and,  although, 
by  the  legislation  of  last  year,  the  counties  were 
created  to  do  this  work,  I  regret  to  say  they  have 
been  unable  in  too  manv  cases  to  grapple  with 
the  difficulties  of  the  task  thereby  imposed  upon 
them  ;  and,  if  the  Government,  after  due  con- 
sideration, find  it  to  be  to  the  interest  of  the 
eolony  that  it  should  undertake  the  work,  it  will 
not  fiul  to  do  so,  even  if  a  portion  of  the  subsidies 
payable  to  any  local  bodies  benefited  by  any  par- 
ticular road  or  public  work  may  have  to  bo 
diverted  for  that  purpose. 

BBDUCnOK  Ur  DSPABTMBICTAL    EXPBNDITX7BE. 

Some  interest  has  been  excited  by  that  portion 
of  the  Hon.  the  Premier's  Statement  which  had 
relation  to  a  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  Minis- 
ters. There  is  a  very  laudable  curiosity  abroad  os 
to  the  extent  and  nature  of  these  proposed  reduc- 
tions, which  I  desire  at  once  to  gratify.  In  the 
year  1873,  the  salaries  of  Ministers  were  raised 
from  the  sum  of  £1,000  per  annum  each  to 
£1,750  for  the  Premier,  and  £1,250  each  for  other 
Ministers.  We  shall  propose  a  revision  of  the 
Civil  Lut,  and  we  shall  aek  the  House  to  fix  the 
Premier's  salary  at  £1,000,  and  the  salary  of 
each  of  the  other  Ministers  at  the  same  amount. 
We  propose  to  sell — not  privotely — one  of  the 
steam-vessels  now  the  property  of  the  GK>vem- 
ment.  The  Public  Accounts  Committee  report 
on  the  advisability  of  selling  the  "Hinemoa;" 
but,  before  determining  which  boat  to  dispose  of, 
we  shall  be  guided  by  careful  and  sound  advice 
•  from  officers  practically  qualified  to  give  it. 

In  dealing  with  the  Civil  list  it  will  be  our 
object  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  Publio 


Service,  and  not  to  cut  down  salaries  of  necessary 
officers,  but  to  consolidate  offices  as  much  as 
possible.  In  this  direction  we  have  reason  for 
believing  that  much  can  be  done  towards  effecting 
a  very  lu^e  saving  in  the  annual  expenditure  of 
the  colony. 

BAILWAT  MAVAOBHEirr. 

We  look  forward  to  an  early  report  from  the 
Committee  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session  to  inquire  into  railway  management,  from 
which  we  expect  to  obtain  much  v5uable  infor- 
mation for  our  future  auidanoe  in  the  conduct  of 
the  most  important  of  the  public  works  of  the 
colony.  In  whatever  direction  the  report  may 
point,  we  shall  be  prepared  to  give  it  most  serious 
consideration,  and  to  inform  the  House  of  the 
result  of  our  deliberations.  A  Commission  ap- 
pointed during  the  recess  to  inquire  into  the 
management  of  the  Auckland  lines  reported  very 
strongly  in  favour  of  leasing  them.  If  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  referred  to 
are  supported  by  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
wo  shall  not  hesitate,  either  in  regard  to  the 
Auckland  lines  or  any  other  of  our  railways,  to 
ask  this  House  to  favourably  consider  them,  with 
a  view  of  efiecting  a  saving  m  the  colonial  expen- 
diture, as  we  believe  there  is  room  for  consider- 
able reduction  in  the  cost  to  the  colony  of  its 
present  system  of  railway  management. 

PBOTISION  FOE  BECOXSTBUCTION  OF  LIKES. 

While  dealing  with  the  question  of  our  rail- 
ways, I  am  compelled  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  im- 
portance. We  have  been  accustomed  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years  to  hear  of  revenue  derived 
from  railways,  but  that  revenue  was  simply  the 
balance  of  profit  after  deducting  the  cost  of 
ordinary  maintenance  and  working  expenses  from 
the  cross  receipts.  The  necessity  of  providing 
for  tne  renewal  of  the  various  lines— a  point  in 
respect  of  which  the  fullest  and  roost  careful 
provision  has  always  been  made  in  the  great 
railway  system  of  the  mother-country — hu  in 
our  case  been  entirely  overlooked.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  over-estimate  the  serious  significance 
wl^ich  this  absolute  necessity  will  have  on  our 
future  finance.  With  our  system  of  light  narrow- 
gauge  railways,  the  question  of  renewal  is  much 
more  important  than  it  is  at  Home.  At  this  late 
peiiod  of  the  session  we  cannot  propose  to  deal 
with  the  matter,  but  it  will  form  a  leading  fea- 
ture in  our  Publio  Works  policy  of  next  year. 

PBOPOSED  KBW  LOAN. 

Sir,  I  desire,  before  I  conclude,  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  views  of  the  Government  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  further  borrowing  powers  to 
which  we  shall  have  to  ask  the  Committee  to 
assent.  It  has  not  been  easy,  in  the  midst  of  the 
hurry  of  the  session,  with  all  the  political  and 
departmental  business  appertaining  to  offices  on 
my  hands,  to  have  met  you  with  a  statement  of 
our  views  on  this  subject  to-nieht;  nor  has  it 
been  less  difficult  for  my  honorable  colleagues  and 
myself  to  arrive  at  a  determination  as  .to  the  sum 
necessary  to  be  borrowed  to  meet  our  present 
requirements. 
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Sir,  it  is  our  intention  to  ask  the  Hotise  to  consent 
to  a  loan  of  £4,000,000,  feeling  assured  that  the 
whole  of  this  amount  will  be  wanted.  We  pro- 
pose. Sir,  to  redeem  the  guaranteed  debentures, 
to  provide  for  our  public  works,  for  proTincial 
liabilities,  for  other  necessities  of  the  year,  and 
for  all  floating  debts  now  due  by  the  colony ; 
but  there  is  also  the  million  due  to  the  two 
banks,  which  we  have  not  provided  for  here. 
At  present  we  hare  loans  raised  in  London, 
Ibans  raised  in  Sydney,  loans  raised  in  this 
colony,  and  we  have  the  Treasury  bills  before 
referred  to.  The  Government  deem  it  desirable 
that  this  system  should  cease,  and  that  there 
should  be  but  one  sort  of  funded  colonial  in- 
debtedness for  this  colony,  showing  at  a  glance 
the  entire  debt ;  one  current  or  working  account, 
showing  our  annual  revenue  and  expenditure 
under  their  several  principal  heads ;  and  that 
the  numerous  small  and  mysti^ing  accounts  and 
balances  at  present  existing  imder  the  heading  of 
the  Public  Account  should  be  done  away  with ; 
and  that  we  should,  as  far  as  possible,  have  hut 
one  creditor — I  mean  the  London  money  market. 
The  practice  of  concealing— perhaps  unintention- 
ally— the  amount  of  the  colonial  indebtedness  by 
the  issue  of  Treasury  bills,  and  the  raising  of 
temporary  loans  in  the  colonies,  has  an  effect  even 
worse  than  imposing  directly  on  the  Home  credi- 
tor. It  encoura^s  Uie  people  of  this  colony  to 
fancy  their  liabilities  to  be  smaller  than  they 
really  are,  and  to  agitate  for  a  greater  expendi- 
ture than  the  colony  can  afford.  Fuller  details 
of  these  questions  will  be  given  wheu  the  Loan 
Bill  is  brought  down. 

TAXATION. 

We  shall,  however,  during  the  recess,  seriously 
address  ourselves  to  the  consideration  of  large 
reductions  in  the  public  expenditure,  which,  we 
have  reason  for  beheving,  can  be  carried  out,  and 
we  will  also  earnestly  consider  the  question  al- 
ready discussed  in  this  House  of  altering  the 
present  system  of  taxation  in  this  colony,  with 
the  view  of  more  equally  and  fairly  distributing 
its  burdens  upon  the  whole  community. 

Should  our  land  receipts  keep  up,  I  apprehend 
that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  attempt  to  raise  a 
larger  revenue  from  the  people  than  is  now  drawn 
from  them,  but,  should  that  source  of  revenue  fall 
off,  we  must  be  prepared  tp  submit  to  heavier 
burdens,  to  meet  our  obligations  to  our  creditor, 
and  conduct  the  business  of  the  country.  After 
the  experience  to  be  gained  during  the  recess,  we 
shall  be  in  a  better  position  to  offer  an  opinion 
on  the  subject  when  Parliament  meets  next  year. 


AOTTAL  FBS8BKT  POSITIOK  OV  BB0BIPT8  AFD 
BXFENDITUBS. 

With  this  Statement  I  propose  to  lay  before 
the  House  a  table,  marked  No.  1,  showing  the 
estimated  revenue  from  all  sources,  including 
land,  and  the  expenditure  for  the  present  year, 
based  upon  the  state  of  things  which  the  Ck)vem* 
ment  found  in  existence  upon  taking  office.  This 
document  is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House: 
The  estimated  re  venue  appears...  £3,699,026 

The  expenditure  4,410,238 

The  deficiency  therefore  is       ...        71 1,212 
If  the  revenue  as  stated  above  falls  short  of 
the  estimated  amount,  as  is  not  improbable,  that 
deficiency  will  be  proportionally  increased. 

I  also  lay  before  the  House  a  table,  marked  No. 
2,  showing,  without  the  Land  Fund,  the  esti- 
mated revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  same 
pariod.  This  is  a  very  important  table,  and  from 
it  will  be  gathered  at  a  glance  our  (rue  financial 
position,  as  we  are  at  pretent  conducting  the 
business  of  the  country. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  present  daily  ex- 
penditure of  the  colony  is  in  excess  of  its 
estimated  revenue — ^minus  the  land  revenue^ 
£1,926.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ci^l  the  attentioD 
of  honorable  gentlemen  to  this  state  of  thingi, 
and  to  ask  for  their  earnest  consideration  of  w 
subject. 

CONCLUSION. 

Sir,  in  making  this  Statement,  I  do  so  with 
f eelin  ffs  of  great  difiidence.  My  position  liere  if 
not  of  my  own  seeking,  nor  is  the  business  I  am 
now  engaged  in  that  towards  which  my  tsstei 
and  inclinations  would  willingly  have  led  me.  So 
far  as  my  humble  abilities  have  served  to  guide 
me,  I  have  cheerfully  given  my  most  earnest  at- 
tention, with  as  much  time  as  I  had  at  mv  di»> 
posal,  to  the  subject  of  our  finance,  liy  futore 
aim  will  be  to  endeavour  to  arrange  a  system  that 
may  prove  stable,  that  will  secure  a  state  of  equili* 
brium  between  our  revenue  and  our  expenditure, 
that  will  be  of  a  character  sufficiently  ^r  not  to 
excite  the  cupidity  of  one  portion  of  the  coon^ 
or  the  envy  of  another  ;  and,  as  this  House  in  iti 
wisdom  has  determined,  and  the  colony  at  large 
has  affreed  in  that  determination,  to  try  to  bring 
(he  whole  of  this  country — differing  as  it  does  ia 
common  interests,  in  the  manner  of  its  ooloniii- 
tion,  and  in  its  topographical  features — under  one 
united  Government,  so  will  it  be  the  object  of  my 
collea^es  and  myself  to  assist  in  the  realisatimi 
of  this  effort  by  simplifying  and  regulating  oar 
too  abundant  partnership  accounte,  and  introduc- 
ing a  system  of  united  finance,  without  which  a 
wholesome  united  Government  is  impossible. 


Mr.  Larnach 
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Caih  in  the  Public  Account, — 
In  London 
In  the  Colony  ... 

Total 


Tables  referred  to  in  foregoing  Statement. 

CASH  BALAirCBS— 

At  Close  ofBuHnesM  on  Saturday ^  IZth  October,  1877. 


£  8.  d. 

2)r.  60,299  8  0 

822,611  19  8 

£762,312  11  3 


Consolidated  Fund ... 
Special  Funds, — 

Consolidated  Loan 

Defence  and  Other  Purposes  Loan 

Public  Works  Account   ... 

Waitara  Bridge  Endowment  Account 

Wellington  Debts  Act  Bedemption  Account 

North  Otago  District  Public  Works  Loan  ... 

Westland  Loan  Act  Bedemption  Account  ... 

Stat«  Forests  Account     ... 

Prorincial  Liabilities  Account, — 

Auckland 

Taranaki  ... 

Wellington 

HawkesBaj 

Nelson 

Marlborough 

Canterbury 

Westland 

Otago 

«*  New  Zealand  Loan  Act,  1876  " 
Counties  Separate  Account 
I^and  Fund, — 

Auckland 

Taranaki 

Wellington 

Hawkers  Bay    ... 

Nelson 

Marlborough    ... 

Canterbury 

Westland 

Otago 

Surveyor- Qenerars  Office 

Native  Land  Courts  Account 

Gold  Fields  B;eYenue  Account 

Gold  Duty  Account 
Trust  Fund 

Land  Fund  No.  1  Account    ... 
Undutributed 
Suspense  Account   ... 

Total       ... 


£        8.  d. 

105,568    7    8 


£61    5    6 

9  18    7 

4,718  14    6 

1,451  19    7 

4,264  19  10 

8  10    7 

12,238  11    8 

Dr.  346  16    8 

11  10  11 


£1,574  12 

4 

334 

1 

1 

1.708 

8 

9 

6,729 

0  11 

219  18 

6 

244  17 

8 

498,026 

8 

8 

Dr.  610 

0 

6 

42,167 

4 

7 

66 

4  11 

33,530  17 

34,312  19 

Dr.  148,701     2 

11  10 

3,257    9 

1,168    8  10 

95    2  10 

2,226  18    8 


22,408  15  11 

8,901  11  11 

10,163    7  10 


544,548  11  6 

1,287  17  1 

569  13  2 

47,302    3  6 

195  12  10 

17    8  6 

96,452    8    1 

£762,312  11  8 


At  Close  of  Business  on  Friday,  I6th  2fovember,  1877. 

Cash  in  ihh  Public  Account, — 
In  London 
In  the  Colony 

Total  

TOL.  ZZTIL-^. 


£  s.  d. 

Dn  207,776  3  7 

437,896  7  8 

£230,120  4  1 
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Conaolidated  Fund  ... 
Special  Funds, — 

Ck>nBolidated  Loan 

Defence  and  Other  Purposes  Loan 

PuMic  Works  Account 

Waitara  Bridge  Endowment  Act 

Wellington  Debts  Act  Redemption  Account 

Korth  Otaco  District  Public  Works  Loan    ... 

Westland  Loan  Act  Redemption  Account    ... 

State  Forests  Account 

"  New  Pljmoutb  Harbour  Board  Endowment  Act,  1874  " 

Provincial  Liabilities  Account — 

Auckland  £62  15 

Taranaki  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  18 

Wellington  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,877    2 

Hawkers  Bay  1,42118 

Nelson      3,685    8 

Marlborough  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  10 

Canterbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,821  15 

Westland  ...  ...  ...  ...      Dr.  178    7 

Otago        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,689  15 

"New  Zealand  Loan  Act,  1876'*  ... 
Counties  Separate  Account 
Land  Fund — 
Auckland 
Taranaki 
Wellington 
Hawkers  Bay  ... 
Nelson 
Marlborough    ...  ...         '   ... 

Canterbury 
Westland 
OUgo 
Sunreyor-G«neral*8  Office 

Native  Land  Courts  Account 

Gold  Fields  Beyenue  Account 

Gt)ld  Duty  Account 
Land  Fund  No.  1  Account    ... 
Trust  Fund 
Bills  Beceirable 
Undistributed         ...  ...  ... 

Total 


£423  11 

3 

>r.  2,322  9 

3 

955  2 

3 

10,853  10 

8 

200  JL8 

9 

128  13 

0 

261,127  9 

0 

288  5 

4 

71,025  16  10 

137  11 

5 

£      s.    d. 
25,664  14    1 

33,630  17    8 

33,787  1    7 

Dr.  239,681  19    3 

11  10    0 

3,257  9    4 

7,559  3  11 

95  2  10 

2,226  13     3 

1,688  9     6 


16,290  15  11 

8,901  11  11 

61,847  16    9 


342,318  9  3 

1.426  *  8  7 

545  16  2 

208  3  0 

72,562  11  0 

Dr.  170,000  0  0 

27,880  8  7 

£280,120  4  1 


Table  No.  1. 
EsTiMATB  of  BEYSNirB  and  ExPENDirxiBB  for  CuBBBNT  Financial  Tbaa. 

BBTENTJE. 

£  8.  d.                  £ 

SurplusConsolidatedBe?enue,80th  June,  1877...             ...             ...  ...               148,220 

Consolidated  BeTenue             ...             ...             ...             ...            ...  ...            2,263,160 

Gold  Beyenue          ...            ...            ...            ...            ...            ...  ...                72,000 

Land  Sales,  balance  80th  June,  1877    ...            ...            ...       115,646  0    0 

„         current ...            ...            ,.,             ...             ...     1,100,000  0    0 


Deficiency... 


Mr,  Lamaeh 


i.  d. 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


1,215,646 
711,212 


0    0 
0   o 


£4,410,238    0    0 
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BXPEHSITUBB. 

Consolidated  Fond 

Gold  RoTanue 

Land  Fund,  fi^  charges 

jt  amount  distributable  to  Oounties  and  Boad  Boards 


Consolidated  ^nd  ... 
Land  Fund 


OrerdrafU  to  dOth  June,  1877 
Proyincial  Liabilities 


Supplementary  Sttimates. 

£112,910    0    0 

88,776    0    0 


Provincial  LiahilHies  Estimate. 

£106,269    0    0 

554,766    0    0 


£  s.  d. 

2,894,546  0  0 

72,000  Q  0 

648,208  0  0 

588,668  0  0 


151,686    0    0 


Lrss  Balance  of  Loan,  80th  June,  1877 


£661,024    0    0 
45,888    0    0 


616,186    0    0 
£4,410,288    0    0 


Tablb  No.  2. 
Statxmskt  showing  Exobbs  of  Ezpbnditubb  oyer  BsTBNrE. 

Estimated  dailj  expenditure  in  excess  of  estimated  reyenue 
Thus— 

Expenditure  Consolidated  Fund      ...         £2,894,546    0    0 
Supplementary  Estimates  ...  ...  112,910    0    0 

ProTincial  Liabilities         ...  ...  661,024    0    0 


£        s.  d. 
£1,926    0    0 


Be? enue  Consolidated  Fund 


£8,168,480  0  0   Dailj  rate  8,658    0    0 

£2,263,160  0  0 

148,220  0  0 

45,888  0  0 


£2,467,268    0    0    Dailj  rate  6,782    0    0 


£1,926    0    0 


HBVOftAKDUM. 

Otago  North  District  Public  Works  Adrances  Account,  now  due  to  Public 
Works  AdTance  Account 


£        s.  d. 
64,791    0    0 


SoHB  of  the  Chief  Items  for  which  Loan  is  Bequibsd. 
Public  Works — amount  to  be  raised  on  account  of  current  year     ... 
Treasury  Bills  to  be  converted 

Debt  due  to  Public  Works  Account  by  Consolidated  Fund 
Imperial  Guaranteed  Debentures  to  be  redeemed 
ProTindal  Liabilities 


1,461,447 
882,000 
800,000 
800,000 


Mr.  STEVENS.— Will  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
be  good  enough  to  let  us  know  from  what  date  he 
proposes  to  begin  the  generalization  of  the  Land 
Fund? 

Mr.  LABNACH.— That  is  a  matter  we  leave 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  House ;  but  it  will 
not  be  retrospective. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  Government  will  make  the  Committee  of 
Supply  the  first  Order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  P 
I  do  not  wish  to  press  the  Government  unduly, 
but  I  was  unable  to  gather  from  the  Statement 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  whether  or  not  it  is 


the  intention  of  the  Government  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  take  the  Land  Fund  from  the  80th  June 
last. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW.— That  is  not  the  inten- 
tion. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  what  is  the  pro- 
posal r — because  it  will  materially  affect  the  views 
of  honorable  members  in  deciding  on  the  course 
they  may  adopt.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  inform  us  what  are  the  intentions  of  the 
Gt>vemment  as  to  when  the  proposals  shall  take 
effect,  then  we  shall  have  something  before  us. 
We  can  then  discuss  the  Financiid  Statement 
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intelligently,  but  we  catinot  do  that  until  we 
learn  those  matters  in  retpect  of  which  I  hare 
asked  questions. 

Mr.  BE  YNOLDS.— I  think  we  should  not  go 
into  this  matter  to-mght.  We  shall  bare  quite 
time  enough  to  talk  about  that  when  the  discus- 
sion comes  on.  No  doubt  there  will  be  a  great 
many  other  inquiries  besides  this.  For  my  own 
part,  I  may  sa^  that  I  am  <|uite  ready  to  proceed 
to  the  discussion  of  the  Fmancial  Statement  at 
once.  It  has  been  circulated :  members  can  read 
it  through,  and  in  half  an  hour  come  to  a  con- 
clusion. I  can  determine  in  half  an  hour  what  I 
shall  do— whether  I  can  support  it  or  not. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  hare 
not  the  same  ability  as  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers.  I  could  not  understand  the 
Financial  Statement  in  half  an  hour,  or  in  two 
or  three  hours.  Some  of  the  proposals  hare 
quite  taken  my  breath  away,  ana  I  should  like 
to  hare  time  to  consider  them;  therefore  I 
think  it  is  only  fair  to  the  Gbremment  and  to 
the  Opposition  that  this  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed. The  honorable  member  for  Bgmont 
wishes  to  know  when  these  proposals  are  to  take 
'effect,  and,  as  rests  the  whole  thing  upon  that,  I 
think  we  ought  to  get  some  information  on  that 
point  at  once.  Then  there  is  another  question: 
When  does  the  honorable  gentleman  propose  to 
bring  down  his  Loan  Bill  P  I  think  the  informa- 
tion asked  for  is  very  reasonable,  and  I  do  not  see 
that  the  Goyemment  hare  any  reason  at  all  for 
declining  to  make  the  declarations  we  invite  them 
to  make. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN  moved,  That  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  giro  us  an  answer  to  the  questions 
which  we  have  put.  I  hear  some  honorable  mem- 
bers say  "  To-morrow ;"  but  to-morrow  will  be  too 
late,  because  it  amouxfts  to  this :  If  the  Treasurer 
proposes  to  take  the  Land  Fund  next  February, 
then  there  will  be  a  deficiency  to  meet ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  be  proposes  to  take  it  as  from 
.last  June,  there  will  be  an  excess.  I  want  to 
know  which  he  proposes  to  do,  because,  until  he 
tells  us  his  intentions  upon  that  point,  we  cannot 
discuss  the  matter  intelligently.  The  Gbvem- 
ment  could  not  propose  to  the  House  such  a 
scheme  as  this  without  knowing  the  date  at 
which  they  proposed  to  take  the  Land  Fund, 
for  the  whole  question  hinges  upon  that.  I  trust 
the  GK>yemment  will  give  us  that  information, 
without  which  it  is  impossible  to  discuss  their 
Financial  Statement  with  any  degree  of  correct- 
ness. 

Mr.  STOUT— I  think.  Sir,  the  Financial  State- 
ment is  not  a  question  of  dates,  but  a  question  of 
policy,  and  pernaps  for  that  reason  the  Financial 
Statement  has  surprised  the  honorable  member 
for  Effmont,  who  was  not  in  the  habit  of  pro- 
pouncung  any  policy.  The  particular  question 
of  policy  is  to  be  considered,  and  the  question  of 
dates  is  altogether  outside  and  independent  of 
that,  and  it  does  not  matter  in  the  slightest 
degree  when  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  going  to 
chanffe  the  land  law  or  to  bring  in  a  scheme  for 
the  dassiflcation  of  land.  Those  are  details  which 
Mafor  Atktnton 


will  haye  to  be  accomplished  by  Bills,  and  it 
would  be  most  unreasonable  to  ask  the  Gt>yem- 
ment  to  enter  into  a  lot  of  particulars  as  to  what 
is  to  be  contained  in  Bills  which  are  to  be  brought 
down  at  some  future  time.  I  would  like  to  kiK>w 
if  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  himself  when 
he  brought  down  his  Financial  Statement  would 
have  explained  such  questions  as  he  is  now  pro- 
pounding to  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer.  It 
IS  a  most  unheard-of  thing.  What  would  he  do, 
if  he  got  an  answer  ?  Why,  he  would  be  rush- 
ing about  the  lobbies  trying  to  get  votes  during 
the  next  twenty-four  hours.  We  haye  seen  that 
done  before,  and  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  he 
would  be  as  active  this  evening  and  to-morrow 
morning  as  he  was  on  a  certain  occasion  two  or 
three  weeks  ago  ;  and  he  was  yery  aotiye  then. 

Mr.  BEID. — No  doubt  questions  of  policy  are 
involved  yery  largely  in  the  Financial  Statement 
But,  al  the  same  time,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
there  is  also  a  question  of  dates  intimately  con- 
nected with  that  of  policy.  We  wish  to  know 
when  these  proposals  are  to  take  effect — when 
these  new  financial  arrangements  are  to  be  made ; 
and  surely  that  is  not  an  improper  question  to 
ask.  We  wish  to  know  when  this  future  policy 
is  to  take  effect.  There  is  not  the  least  word 
about  it  in  the  Statement  just  made.  We  also 
wish  to  know  when  the  new  Land  Bill  is  to  be 
brought  down.  These  are  questions  irrespective  of 
policy  ;  still  they  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  question  of  policy  that  we  cannot  consider  one 
without  considering  the  other.  If  changes  are  to 
be  made  they  must  be  made  at  some  given  date, 
and  we  ought  to  know  when  ;  otherwise  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  bring  our  discussion  to  any  point. 
If  the  new  financial  arrangements  are  to  date 
from  June  last,  there  will  be  an  excess ;  if  they 
are  to  date  from  a  later  period,  there  will  pro- 
bably be  a  deficiency.  Everything  depends  upon 
the  date  on  which  the  arrangemente  are  to  com- 
mence to  take  effect.  I  think  it  is  yery  reason- 
*able  that  members  should  haye  information  on 
this  point ;  otherwise  we  shall  be  discussing  the 
question  from  one  point,  and  then  we  shall  be 
told,  "  Tou  are  quite  wrong,  because  it  does  not 
take  effect  from  the  date  from  which  you  are 
calculating.'' 

Sir  Q.  G-BET.— I  shall  not  answer  the  question 
9sked  by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  for 
obvious  reasons.  He  asked  me  when  the  CK>yem- 
ment  proposed  to  take  the  Land  Fund  from 
Canterbury :  whether  it  was  fi?om  the  80th  June 
last. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  a.  aRET.— That  was  the  question  the 
honorable  gentleman  asked,  and  in  asking  it  he 
attempted  to  mislead  the  House.  There  is  no 
other  Land  Fund  but  that  of  Canterbury,  and 
he  is  simply  eyading  his  responsibility  when  ho 
denies  having  asked  the  question.  It  is  a  mere 
eyasion.  It  happens  that  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  himself,  after  he  was  out  of  office  yirtually 
— the  day  before  we  were  sworn  in — adopted  th© 
yery  unusual  course,  a  course,  I  believe,  unpre* 
cedented  on  the  part  of  Ministers  only  holdinflr 
office  nominally,  of  ordering  the  distribution  of 
£200,000  of  the  Canterbury  land  reyenue  to  the 
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counties  in  that  proTinoial  district.  He  knows 
yery  well  that  he  is  guiltj  of  an  evasion.  I  shall 
not,  therefore,  answer  his  question. 

Mr.  GISBOKNE.—WiU  the  GoTemment  have 
any  objection  to  tell  us  whether  thej  intend  to 
bring  down  the  question  of  the  Land  Bill,  or 
whether  thej  merely  propose  to  make  amend- 
ments in  the  Land  Bill  r 

Mr.  BEES. — I  hope  no  questions  will  be  asked 
or  answered.  The  question  now  is,  whether  we 
shall  adjourn  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Goremment ;  and  Inopo 
no  other  question  wUl  be  taken  into  consideration 
at  present.  These  matters  can  easily  be  brought 
in  during  the  discussion  of  the  Financial  S^tate- 
ment. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  am  sorry  to  have  troubled 
the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  trouble  them  further,  because 
it  is  very  evident  that  they  have  not  made  up 
their  own  minds  on  this  point ;  but  I  must  say 
that  the  information  asked  for  by  my  honorable 
friend  the  lat«  Colonial  Treasurer  is  reasonable  : 
in  fact,  it  is  the  starting-point  from  which  we 
most  approach  the  discussion  of  these  financial 
proposals.  However,  as  the  honorable  gentlemeh 
themselves  do  not  appear  to  understand  their 
own  proposals,  I  hope  the  House  will  not  insist 
upon  the  question  being  answered.  Let  us  have 
the  Statement,  and  try  to  make  something  out  of 
it  to-night.  \ 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— We  were  told,  a  short  time 
ago,  that  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  was 
to  be  leader  of  the  Opposition  ;  then  we  heard  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  ;  and 
now,  I  suppose,  we  may  resard  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  as  the  leader.  He  has 
always  had  a  great  reputation  for  finance,  almost 
as  great,  although  not  so  well  deserved,  as  that  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  but  somehow 
the  more  speeches  we  hear  from  the  honorable 

fentleman  the  less  confidence  we  have  in  him. 
ie  tells  us  that  we  do  not  know  what  our  pro- 
poeaU  are.  Very  well,  Sir,  we  know  our  own 
minds,  and  I  can  only  advise  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  use  the  next  twenty- four  hours  in  study- 
ing the  Financial  Statement  and  trying  to  make 
something  out  of  it,  though  I  very  much  fear  that 
it  is  a  little  beyond  him.  However,  when  he  has 
done  that,  when  he  has  digested  that  Statement, 
let  him  and  his  friends  come  here,  and  we  will 
git^  them  a  little  more.  As  for  ourselves,  we 
propose  that  our  plans  shall  take  effect  at  such 
time  as  will  relieve  the  colony  of  its  present 
difficulties  and  place  the  finances  in  a  sound  con- 
dition as  regards  the  future.  It  is  rather  re- 
markable to  find  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont,  in  spite  of  his  Financial  Statement, 
and  in  spite  of  his  denial  that  the  colony  was  in 
difficulties,  coming  here  to-night  and  telling  us 
that,  unless  we  make  the  Land  Fund  colonial 
property  as  from  last  June,  there  will  be  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  Treasury.  We  were  not  told  that 
three  months  ago,  for,  so  long  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  able  to  take  money  out  of  the 
pocket  of  Canterbury  and  to  mortgage  the  runs 
of  Otaso  all  was  right.  People  ha?e  strange 
idasa  wtMn  they  are  on  the  Government  benches. 


The  policy  which  has  been  placed  before  the 
House  I  shall  not  fully  deal  with.  I  will  not  go 
into  its  details.  That  policy  is  now  before  the 
House,  and  honorable  members  will  have  an  op- 
portunity of  fully  considering  it  before  we  meet 
to-morrow.  The  honorable  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  had  better,  immediately 
after  the  adjournment,  start  cauoussing,  because 
they  will  require  all  the  time  between  now  and 
the  meeting  of  the  House  to-morrow  to  acquire  a 
full  knowledge  of  it.  There  is  no  twisting  about 
us.  We  have  not  gone  round  the  comer  to  obtain 
the  votes  of  the  people  of  Otago  and  Canterbury. 
We  say  that  what  our  predecessors  have  been 
trying  to  steal  we  are  trying  to  take  by  main 
force ;  we  are  respectable  highwaymen,  and  not 
petty  mean  thieves.  When  honorable  gentlemen 
have  read  our  Statement,  all,  with  the  exception, 
perhaps,  of  a  few  members  who  are  irreconcilable, 
will  agree  with  us  that  we  have  risen  to  the  oc- 
casion, and  have  solved  a  difficulty  which  would 
not  otherwise  have  been  solved  for  a  very  long 
time  to  come.  We  are  quite  satisfied  with  our 
solution  of  it.  We  are  quite  satisfied  that 
honorable  gentlemen  can,  by  log-rolling  and 
lobbying,  endeavour  to  put  us  out  of  office  on 
this  question ;  but  we  are  prepared,  neverthe- 
less, to  go  on  with  it — we  are  prepared  even  to 
go  out  of  office  on  this  question,  and  we  are  pre- 
pared, moreover,  to  go  to  the  country  on  it.  I 
ask  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  to  go  to  the  country  on  the  question.  I 
say  that  neither  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
nor  any  of  his  party  desire  a  dissolution.  In  some 
cases  a  dissolution  does  not  mean  a  return  to 
this  House — it  means  political  extinction  to  some 
honorable  gentlemen ;  and  I  say  that  many  of 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  oppose  our  pro- 
posed land  system  will  meet  with  political  extinc- 
tion. I  may  sav  that,  if  anything  is  left  in  an 
unsettled  state  m  this  Statement,  my  honorable 
friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  readily  explain 
it  when  we  meet  to-morrow.  It  is  a  most  un- 
usual thing  to  try  to  get  up  such  a  discussion  as 
this  immediately  after  the  delivery  of  a  Financial 
Statement.  There  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  get 
up  a  discussion  to-morrow ;  and,  in  the  meantime, 
we  should  have  rest — "political  rest.'*  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  after  honorable  gentlemen  have 
read  and  considered  the  Statement  which  has 
been  made  to-night,  they  will  come  down  to-mor- 
row prepared  to  ask  questions  of  us  which  would 
puzzle  a  Philadelphia  lawyer.  I  hope  the  House 
will  agree  to  the  adjournment. 

Motion  for  adjournment  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  20th  November,  1877. 

Second  Beading— New  Plymouth  Harbour  Endowment- 
Education  Beserres  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeak^b  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbatibs. 
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SECOND  READING. 
Fish  Protection  Bill. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  HARBOUR  ENDOW- 
MENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  asked  tbo  Hon. 
t)ie  Colonial  Secrotarj,  Whether  the  Ooyemment 
will  lay  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  the  opinion 
or  correspondence  with  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  referring  to  the  payment  of  a  percentage 
of  the  land  revenue  of  Taranaki  to  the  New 
Plymouth  Harbour  Board  under  "  The  Financial 
Arrangements  Act,  1876  **?  There  was  at  present 
before  the  Council  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Billj  upon  which  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  payment  of  a  percentage  of  the 
Land  Fund  of  Taranaki  to  the  New  Plymouth 
Harbour  Board.  He  believed  a  statement  was 
made  in  another  place  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  had  been  taken  in 
reference  to  this  question,  and  he  thouglit,  before 
the  Bill  was  considered,  a  copy  of  the  opinion 
or  correspondence  should  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  he  would 
be  happy  to  give  all  the  information  he  possibly 
oould,  and  would  now  lay  the  correspondence  and 
opinion  on  the  table. 

EDUCATION  RESERVES  BILL. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  reasons  assigned  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council : — 

"  They  recommend  that  the  amendment  in  the 
first  line  of  section  4,  substituting  *  one-eighth ' 
for  *  one-fourth,*  be  not  concurred  in,  because 
one-eighth  of  the  education  reserves  would  be  an 
utterly  inadequate  provision  for  the  promotion  of 
secondary  education,  and  because,  while  nearly 
the  whole  charee  for  primary  education  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund,  no  contri- 
bution is  made  from  that  fund  for  secondary 
education. 

"They  recommend  concurrence  in  the  other 
amendments,  except  that  in  section  19  (as  substi- 
tuted for  the  original  section)  they  suggest  the 
following  alterations : — 

"  In  line  36,  omit  the  words  'jointly  agreed  to.* 

"  In  Une  38,  omit  the  word  *  a.* 

"In  line  89,  omit  the  words  'disapproving 
thereof.* 

"  In  line  40,  omit  the  word  *  joint.*  *' 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moved.  That 
the  Council  should  not  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ment's to  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
had  disagreed,  and  should  accept  the  suggested 
alterations  in  clause  19  mentiouea  in  the  message. 
There  had  been  so  much  argument  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  Council  that,  unless  anything  arose  in 
any  debate  that  might  occur,  he  would  not  detain 
the  Council  by  any  further  remarks. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  would  make  no  objec- 
tion to  the  motion.  As  the  general  principle  was 
maintained  in  the  Bill,  it  would  probably  be  a 
graceful  act  for  the  Council  to  assent  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  other  Houbc. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  51ENZIES  would  have  been 
Mr,  Sheehan 


glad  to  hear  the  reasons  which  had  led  the 
Colonial  Secretary  to  move,  "That  the  Council 
should  not  insist  upon  its  amendments.'*  He 
did  not  know  how  the  honorable  gentleman  could 
expect  the  Council  to  take  that  course.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  that,  seeing  that  the 
matter  had  been  so  fully  debated  before,  he  need 
not  enter  into  a  full  explanation.  Well,  he  (Btlr. 
Menzies)  did  not  know  how,  seeing  that  the  mat- 
ter had  been  fidly  debated  before,  and  it  havine 
been  decided  in  the  Council,  by  a  majority  of 
17  to  6,  that  the  proportion  should  be  one-eighth 
and  not  one-fourth,  the  honorable  gentleman  could 
expect  the  Council  would  reverse  its  decision  with* 
out  some  good  reasons  being  shown.  Ailer  each 
concluaive  divisions  as  had  taken  place  on  this 
subject  within  the  last  few  days — one  division 
being  17  to  5,  and  the  following  one  16  to  6 — 
it  seemed  to  him  that,  before  the  Council  could 
be  expected  to  reverse  its  former  decision,  some 
good  cause  should  be  shown.  He  had  looked 
over  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  other  House  as 
they  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  it  did 
not  seem  to  him  that  they  were  exactly  consistent 
with  fact.  The  reasons  assigned  wore  :  "  because 
one-eighth  of  the  education  reserves  woidd  be 
an  utterly  inadequate  provision  for  the  promo- 
tion of  secondary  education,  and  because,  while 
nearly  the  whole  charge  for  primary  education 
haa  been  thrown  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
no  contribution  is  made  from  that  fund  for 
secondary  education.**  The  last  argument  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  of  no  value,  because  the 
8th  clause  of  the  Education  Bill,  which  provided 
for  this  charge,  had  been  excised  by  the  Coun- 
cil, and  there  really  waa  no  charge  upon  the 
Consolidated  Fund  for  education  at  present. 
Therefore  he  disregarded  the  second  reason,  and 
said  that  the  first  reason — ^namely,  that  the  pro- 
portion was  utterly  inadequate — was  not  consis- 
tent with  fact.  Honorable  members  had  had 
a  printed  return  placed  in  their  hands  early  in 
the  session,  an  Educatioa  Reserves  return,  <m 
analyzing  which  it  appeared  to  him  that  tHe 
reserves  made  for  secondary  education  in  Canter- 
bury and  Otago,  and  especially  in  Canterbury, 
were  ample.  He  would  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  return  so  far  a«  regarded 
Canterbury.  He  found  that  the  value  of  the 
education  reserves  for  ordinary  pubhc  schools 
was  estimated  at  £209,901.  That  was  the  total 
estimated  value,  but  whether  the  estimate  .was 
correct  or  not  he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  He 
found  that  there  were  other  reserves — for  classical 
schools,  £44,765 ;  for  schools  for  technical  soienoe» 
£90,125 ;  for  a  school  of  agriculture,  £89,475 ; 
and  for  superior  education,  J^5,465.  Deducting 
the  last  item,  and  a  certain  proportion  for  clas- 
sical schools,  he  found  that  the  division  would  be 
— for  higher  school  purposes,  £69,965;  and  for 
collegiate  purposes,  £209,865.  He  should  not  him- 
self have  adopted  that  phraseology  or  that  divi- 
sion, but  he  found  that  honorable  members  from 
Canterbury  regarded  the  quantity  he  bad  just 
mentioned  as  applicable  for  collegiate  purposes. 
He  did  not  thinK  that,  if  the  terms  used  in  this 
return  were  copied  from  the  terms  of  the  Trust, 
that  would  be  a  necessary  sequenoe,  but  rather 
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regarded  the  whole,  or  at  all  eyents  a  great 
proportion,  as  a  proTision  for  superior  schools. 
Seeing,  therefore,  that  £209,865  were  reserved 
for  collegiate  purposes,  £209,936  for  common 
schools,  and  £69,963  for  higher  schools,  including 
seoondarj  schools,  schools  for  superior  education, 
and  classical  schools,  he  thought  it  could  not  be 
said  that  in  Canterburj  there  was  not  ample  pro- 
Tision  for  secondary  education.  Let  them  now 
refer  to  Otago.  In  Otago  it  appeared  that  the 
Crown  grants  were  giren  for  education  generallv, 
and  that  manj-  of  .those  reserves  were  set  aside 
so  that  the  proceeds  might  be  applicable  not  to 
elementary  schools  merely,  but  to  elementary 
schools,  secondary  schools,  and  unirersities ;  so 
that  it  was  more  difficult  to  draw  a  line  in  regard 
to  this  province,  but  he  had  endeavoured  to  do 
so  as  far  as  he  could.  His  conclusion  was  this  : 
The  estimated  value  of  the  university  reserves 
was  £392,886 ;  for  elementary  schools,  £421,500  ; 
and  the  amount  set  aside  for  secondary  schools 
was  £100,000.  In  no  other  part  of  the  colony, 
except  Auclcland,  did  he  find  that  any  reserves 
appeared  to  have  been  set  aside  for  secondary 
schools.  In  Auckland  he  found  that  the  value 
of  the  reserves  for  common  schools  was  set  down 
at  £17»000,  and  the  value  of  reserves  for  high 
schools  at  £24,040.  Now,  he  thought  that  in 
the  two  southern  provinces,  in  which  most  re- 
serves had  been  made,  for  the  reserves  elsewhere 
were  comparatively  small,  the  provision  was 
ample,  and,  if  the  provision  was  not  ample  in 
any  part  of  the  colony,  the  very  Bill  the  Council 
now  had  nnder  consideration  afibrded  the  Go- 
vernment power  to  make  such  reserves  as  might 
be  considered  necessary  for  the  purpose.  If 
honorable  members  woiud  look  at  the  19th  clause, 
passed  at  the  instance  of  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
they  would  see — 

"The  GK)vemor  may  from  time  to  time,  by 
Proclamation,  provisionally  reserve  any  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown,  or  any  lands  taken  under 
'The  New  Z^dand  SetUements  Act,  1863,'  or 
any  Act  amending  the  same  or  construed  there- 
with, as  endowments  for  primary  and  for  second- 
ary education  within  the  provincial  district  in 
which  such  lands  are." 

Now,  if  the  reserves  for  secondary  education 
were  held  to  be  inadequate  in  any  provincial 
district  of  the  colony,*  there  was  ample  power  in 
that  clause  given  to  the  Government  to  make 
sudi  provision.  The  course  the  Council  should 
take  was  to  disagree  with  the  amendment,  which 
would  lead  to  some  other  messages,  and  possibly 
to  a  Conference.  He  did  not  wish  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, because  he  found  from  experience  of  late 
that,  although  the  Council  might  decide  by  con- 
siderable majorities  in  one  direction  in  one  week, 
yet  changes  of  opinion  occurred — the  wind  changed, 
a  **  southerly  bu'ster "  set  in  —  and  so  it  came 
to  pass  that  what  was  at  one  time  a  popular  idea 
might  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days  come  to 
be  considered  as  an  idea  that  ought  to  be  kicked 
under  the  table.  The  other  amendments  referred 
to  in  the  message  were  of  an  unimportant  charac- 
ter. With  reference  to  the  4th  clause,  he  should 
ask  for  a  division,  without  moving  an  amendment, 


and,  in  case  the  majority  of  the  Council  still  ad- 
hered to  the  view  it  expressed  the  other  day,  he 
would  be  prepared  to  taxe  some  further  action. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  very  sincerely  trusted 
that  the  Council  would  agree  to  the  proposal  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  He  heard  with  some 
surprise  |tbe  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  who,  as  a  general  rule,  used 
very  fair  arguments ;  but  in  this  case  the  efibct 
of  the  honorable  gentleman's  remarks  had  been  to 
mislead  the  Council  as  to  the  actual  facts  of  the 
case  with  regard  to  the  Province  of  Canterbury. 
The  question  was,  whether  the  amendment  made 
the  other  day  by  the  Council  would  leave  to 
that  province  a  reasonable  provision  for  the 
maintenance  of  secondary  education— in  other 
words,  for  the  establishment  of  high  schools.  The 
honorable  gentleman  had  enumerated  several  large 
reserves  mentioned  in  the  list  he  had  referred 
to,  and  led  the  Council  to  believe  that,  indepen- 
dently of  the  reserves  for  general  educational  pur- 
poses, there  were  these  laree  reserves  applicable 
for  secondary  education.  Now,  he  assured  the 
Council  that  that  was  not  the  case — that  those 
reserves  for  a  classical  school,  for  a  school  of 
technical  science,  for  a  school  of  agriculture,  and 
for  superior  education  were,  by  the  terms  of  the 
trust,  not  applicable  to  high  schools  ;  and  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Canterbury  College, 
in  whom  they  were  vested,  had  been  anxious  to 
take  steps  towards  establishing  a  boys'  high 
school  in  Christchurch,  and  found,  on  referring 
to  the  terms  of  the  trusts,  that  those  reserves 
were  not  applicable  to  the  purpose.  He  was  in 
hopes  that  the  reserve  of  8,000  acres  for  a  clas- 
sical school  would  have  been  available,  but  on 
looking  closely  at  the  terms  of  the  trust  it  was 
considered  not  to  be  applicable.  The  only  re- 
source, therefore,  was  to  apply  to  the  Government 
for  some  endowment  which  would  enable  them  to 
establish  a  high  school,  the  want  of  which  was 
much  felt.  He  trusted  the  Council  would ,  ac- 
cept that  statement  as  opposed  to  the  statement 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  and  would  realize  the 
fact  that  all  that  would  be  left  out  of  the  Canter- 
bury reserves  for  the  establishment  of  secondary 
education,  both  in  the  northern  part  of  Can- 
terbury and  in  the  southern  part,  would  be  one- 
eighth  of  the  reserves  which  were  now  left  for 
general  education.  These  amounted  to  69,000 
acres.  They  were  let  for  £6,400,  being  an  average 
of  from  4e.  to  5s.  an  acre,  and  they  were  let  gene- 
rally for  periods  varying  from  seven  to  fourteen 
years.  He  thought  those  figures  would  satisfy 
honorable  members  that  no  very  large  increase 
of  income  was  likely  to  accrue  from  those  re- 
serves at  an  early  date.  It  was  not  a  case 
like  those  of  which  they  were  told  the  other 
day,  where  property  which  now  produced  £1,000 
would  soon  produce  £10,000,  or  anything  of 
that  kind.  This  was  agricultural  land  which  was 
already  let  at  prices  varying  from  48.  to  6s.  an 
acre.  It  was  ptossible  that  some  additional  rent 
nught  be  received,  but  it  could  not  be  very 
soon.  Therefore,  if  honorable  members  wished 
to  afibrd  reasonable  facility  for  the  establishment 
of  a  boys'  biffh  school  at  Christchurch  and  at 
Timaru,  he  aaked  them  whether  they  thought  it 
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right  to  out  down  the  income  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal from  £1,600  to  £800.  The  other  reserves, 
as  he  had  said  before,  were  applicable  to  the  pur- 
poses of  a  school  of  agriculture,  and  to  those  pur- 
poses which,  in  Otago,  were  perhaps  better  dis- 
tinguished bj  being  called  university  purposes. 
Under  those  circumstances  he  trustod  the  Council 
would,  upon  reconsideration,  not  insist  upon  its 
amendments.  He  did  not  think  it  was  stiffioient 
ground  for  adopting  the  opposite  course  to  say 
that,  because  they  Imd  Totea  in  one  direction  one 
day,  they  must  absolutely  adhere  to  that  vote. 
There  was  one  other  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
refer.  He  wished  to  remind  honorable  gentle- 
men from  the  North,  who,  he  thought,  under 
all  the  circumstances  Of  the  present  time,  es- 
pecially considering  recent  financial  announce- 
ments, seemed  disposed  to  deal  rather  hardly 
with  the  South,  that,  of  the  reserves  for  general 
educational  purposes. in  Otago  and  Canterbury 
which  had  been  set  aside  out  of  the  lands  of 
those  provinces,  three-fourths  were  about  to  be 
surrendered  to  the  colony.  Honorable  gentle- 
men should  bear  these  considerations  in  mind 
when  they  were  endeavouring  to  arrive  at  com- 
promises. When  they  were  talking  of  giving  and 
tfydng,  it  should  not  be  all  taking  :  there  should 
be  a  little  giving.  He  might  mention  that  this 
one-fourth  was  a  compromise  made  betweeii 
gentlemen  representing  Otago  and  Canterbury 
and  the  late  G-ovemment.  In  pursuance  of  that 
arrangement  the  Bill  as  it  stood  when  it  came 
into  the  Council  was  introduced  into  Parliament 
by  the  late  Gk>vernment,  was  carried  through 
the  other  House  by  the  late  Government,  and 
introduced  into  the  Council  by  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  said  he  did  not 
introduce  it :  at  any  rate,  it  was  framed  by  the 
Government  of  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  a  member,  and  was  introduced  by  them  into 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legi«lature.  He  could 
not  therefore  attempt  to  deny  his  responsibility 
for  it,  and  he  (Mr.  Uall)  could  not  for  one  mo- 
ment suppose  that  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
attempt  to  upset  the  work  of  his  colleagues.  He 
trusted  that,  for  these  reasons,  the  Council  would 
agree  to  the  motion  proposed  by  the  Colonial 
Secretanr. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  was  sorry  to  say 
that  he  could  not  agree  with  any  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall.  He  would  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman,  taking  the  whole  of  the  dif- 
ferent charitable  schools,  which  these  schools 
were,  what  was  the  percentage  of  children  that 
would  be  sent  to  the  secondary  schools  ?  He  did 
not  suppose  there  would  be  10  per  cent.,  while 
the  honorable  gentleman  asked  for  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  of  the  money.  He  (Colonel  Brett) 
should  say  that  one-tenth  would  be  quite  suf- 
ficient, or  even  one-twentieth.  There  were  only 
five  or  six  boys  out  of  every  hundred  in  the 
colony  adapted  for  secondary  education.  His 
honorable  friend  would  pauperize  the  whole 
country.  They  did  not  want  this  pauperiziug 
of  the  country.  The  people  objected  to  it,  and 
particularly  in  his  (Colonel  Brett  s)  district,  which 
was  a  very  poor  district.  When  he  spoke  of  this 
charitable  school  in  the  district  the  people  rose  up 
Hon,  Mr,  Roll 


with  anger,  and  said  they  would  not  send  their 
children  to  a  charitable  school.  All  the  scbooli 
throughout  the  country  were  charitable  schools, 
and  the  people  did  not  like  it.  They  were  willing 
to  pay  their  share  for  the  education  of  t^eir  child- 
ren, just  as  much  as  the  higher  classes  were.  As 
it  had  been  settled  that  they  were  to  have  State 
education,  he  did  not  see  why  they  should  go  be- 
yond the  elementary  schools.  What  was  the  case 
at  Home?  The  most  eminent  men  in  Parlia- 
ment, including  Mr.  Disraeli,  said  that  it  was 
only  necessary  to  educate  the  people  in  the  three 
"  Bs."  He  was  very  much  against  this  waste  of 
money — this  profligate  expenditure  on  education. 
It  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  that,  and  he 
condemned  it  very  much,  and  would  oppose  the 
present  motion.  He  was  very  sorry  to  have  to 
do  so,  because  he  believed  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  moving  in  the  matter  conscientioasly. 
Nevertheless,  he  trusted  that  the  Council  would 
not  agree  to  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  said  that,  whenefer 
anything  came  up  about  schools,  even  about  the 
Boys'  College  at  Christchuroh,  the  Hon.  Colcod 
Brett  always  seemed  to  enunciate  very  imagina- 
tive ideas,  or  else  the  schools  in  his  neighbourhood 
were  very  different  from  those  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.    His  honorable  friend  must  himself 
have  been  educated  in  a   very   strange  school. 
He  told  them  that  he  did  not  think  more  thaa 
10  per  cent,  of  the  boys  would  attend  these  second- 
ary schools,  and  that,  consequently,  a  tenth  or  a 
fifteenth  of  the  funds  derived  from  these  re- 
serves would  be  a  fair  proportion  to  be  given  for 
the  purpose.    But  the  honorable  gentleman  fo^ 
got  altogether  that  the  primary  schools  were 
subsidized  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  that 
only  a  portion  of  the  reserves  were  given  towards 
defraying  the  cost  of  seoondary  education,  so  that, 
if  he  wanted  the  money  fairly  divided,  he  would 
find  that  a  tenth  of  the  reserves  would  not  be 
anything  like  a  fair  proportion,  even  if  only  10 
per  cent,  of  boys  attended  the  secondary  schools. 
lie  thought  the  honorable  and  sallant  gentleman 
had  been  labouring  under  a  misapprehension  in 
this  respect.    He  laid  very  great  streas  upon  his 
assertion  that  the  people  would  be  pauperized, 
and  said  that  the  people  in  his  neighbourhood 
had  a  particular  objection  to  being  pauperised. 
No  doubt  they  had;    there   waa  nothing  very 
strange  in  that.     He  (Mr.  Bobinson)  did  not  know 
that  any  class  of  people  in  any  part  of  the  colony 
would  like  to  be  pauperized,  and  particularly  in 
the  sense  in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  put 
it.    But  he  did  not  look  upon  this  as  anything 
in  the  shape  of  eleemosynary   aid  towaras  the 
schools.    There  had  been  a  certain  quantity  of 
land  set  aside,  the  income  from  which  was  to 
be  appropriated  towards  the  expense  of  educa- 
tion.   Three-fourths  of  the  reserves  had  been  ^yen 
up  to  the  Government,  and  surely  the  remaining 
fourth  was  not  too  much  to  ask  for  on  behalf 
of  secondary  education.    He  had  no  doubt  there 
were  many  lads  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which 
his  honorable  friend  lived — say,  10  per  cent — 
who  would  take  advanlaffe  of  these  schools,  and 
who  it  was  desirable  should  receive  better  educa- 
tion than  the  rest.    That  was  not  too  much  to 
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ask  for  under  the  oircumstances.  With  regard 
to  what  fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  as  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  changing  rerj  much, 
he  (Mr.  Bobtnson)  for  one  was  willing  to  admit 
that  he  iras  not  so  obstinate  that,  once  haying 
taid  a  thing,  and  haying  reconsidered  the  matter 
and  found  that  he  was  labouring  under  a  wrong 
impression,  be  would  still  adhere  to  his  first 
opinion.  He  was  not  like  the  witness  in  a  case  of 
horse-stealing,  who  first  deposed  that  the  horse 
was  16  feet  high,  but,  on  cross-examination,  said 
16  hands  high ;  and,  on  being  reminded  of  his 
former  statement,  said,  "  Well,  if  I  said  16  feet, 
I  will  stick  to  it." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  thought  the 
country  had  undertaken  a  yerj  great  work,  and 
that  in  the  present  state  of  their  finances  it  would 
be  quite  enoueh  for  them  to  do  to  proyide  what 
was  required  for  primary  education.  He  did  not 
think  the  oountrj,  in  the  present  state  of  its 
finances,  was  able  to  aflbrd  secondary  education. 
He  would  like  to  see  a  list  of  the  names  of  tlie 
parents  of  those  boys  who  frequented  the  second- 
ary s<diools.  He  thought  it  would  be  found  that 
in  nine-tenths  of  the  cases  the  parents  of  the  boys 
attending  these  schools  were  well  able  to  proyide 
flach  education  at  their  own  expense. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PATERSON  said  he  altogether 
objected  to  the  doctrine  propounded  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Williamson,  that  secondary  education  should 
ouly  be  pro? ided  for  those  who  were  able  to  pay 
for  it.  It  was  yery  well  known  that  in  all  times, 
past  and  present,  many  of  the  most  eminent  men 
in  science  and  literature  had  risen  from  the  ranks 
of  the  working  classes,  who,  as  a  rule,  were  not 
able  to  obtain  secondary  education  for  their  child- 
ren. Why  should  they  be  shut  out  from  the 
benefita  which  the  State  was  perfectly  well  able  to 
proyide  for  them  ?  He  thought  it  was  monstrous 
tliat  the  children  of  poor  people,  if  possessed  of 
talent  and  ability,  should  be  excluded  from  higher 
education  and  preyented  from  raising  themseljes 
in  the  social  scale,  simply  because  their  parents 
happened  to  be  unable  to  proyide  that  education 
for  them.  He  would  support  the  proposal  to  set 
apart  one-fourth  of  the  whole  fund  for  seoondary 
•eboola. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  wished  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  WiUiamson  could  see  a  list  of  those  parents 
who  did  not  know  where  to  get  secondary  educa- 
tion ibr  their  children.  He  thought  that  such  a 
list  would  induce  him  to  hold  yery  different  yiews 
from  those  which  he  had  expressed.  It  was  all 
Tery  well  for  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  could 
•end  their  children  to  Europe  for  secondary  educa- 
tion to  take  up  such  a  line  of  argument,  but  there 
were  yery  few  persons  in  the  colony  who  were  so 
■ituated.  Whilst  agreeing  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Paterson  in  what  he  had  said,  he  held  that  it 
was  cleariy  the  duty  of  the  State  to  furnish 
eome  opportunities  for  boys  of  superior  ability 
to  prosecute  studies  which  they  had  commenced 
in  the  elementary  schools  and  make  themselyes 
capable  of  becoming  illustrious  men,  celebrated  for 
their  learning,  or,  at  any  rate,  of  becoming  more 
Qsef al  citizens ;  pnd  he  would  say  that  there  was 
a  great  middle-dass  in  this  country  who  were  just 
as  much  interested  in  this  matter  as  those  we 
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were  pleased  to  call  the  people.  There  was  a 
need  m  all  classes  for  these  schools,  and  he 
thought  the  Council  had  done  extremely  little  - 
justice  to  the  effbrts  of  a  yery  large  portion  of 
the  Cobny  of  New  Zealand  which  had  been  for 
the  last  sixteen  or  seyenteen  years  endeayouring 
to  promote  and  set  on  foot  a  school  haying  for 
its  object  this  branch  of  education.  Whether 
those  efforts  had  been  attended  with  success 
or  not  was  not  altogether  the  question  for 
them  to  consider  at  the  present  time.  Boys  of 
great  ability  had  been  turned  out  by  that  school, 
and  in  the  early  days  of  its  history  it  was  yery 
successful.  He  thought  the  Council  had  not 
sufficiently  reflected  upon  this  subject.  To  de- 
stroy with  one  yote  the  effbrts  of  persons  who 
had  been  so  sincerely  interested  in  the  cause  of 
education  spoke  yery  little  for  the  interest  which 
the  Legislatiye  Council  took  in  this  matter.  Two 
or  three  more  yotes  such  as  had  been  giyen  in 
reference  to  this  question  would  cause  him  to 
exclaim,  "Almost  thou  persuadest  me  to  be  a 
Proyincialist."  It  was  a  most  lamentable  thing 
that,  just  when  they  had  got  the  Qoyemment  of 
the  colony  into  the  nands  of  one  Parliament,  they 
seemed  to  ignore  all  the  efforts  of  Proyincial  Go- 
yemments  that  had  been  going  on  for  so  many 
years,  and  to  cast  them  aside  as  if  they  were 
utterly  yalueless  and  of  no  account. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  belieyed  it 
was  a  generally-expressed  opinion  in  the  Council 
that  this  was  a  subject  which  might  yery  properly 
be  reconsidered.  Honorable  gentlemen  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  rather  hasty  in 
passing  (he  resolution  they  did.  The  proposal 
was  made  by  gentlemen  from  the  southern  part 
of  the  colony,  and  it  appeared  such  a  generous 
gift  that  some  honorable  gentlemen  accepted  it 
at  once,  and  thought  it  would  be  churlish  not  to 
accept  what  was  so  liberally  offered.  For  his 
part,  he  did  not  conceal  from  himself  or  from 
the  Council  that  it  was  a  breach  of  an  honorable 
understanding  come  to  in  another  place  between 
representatiyes  of  the  people  from  yarious  parts 
of  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  could  not  under- 
stand why  the  honorable  frentleman  should  say 
that  the  action  of  the  Council  was  a  breach  of  an 
understanding  in  another  place.  Was  the  honor* 
able  gentleman  in  order  in  saying  so  P 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  rather  a  hair-splitting  objec- 
tion. He  referred  of  course  to  the  yiew  which 
would  be  taken  by  the  public  rather  than  as 
between  the  two  Houses.  He  was  quite  willing 
to  admit  that  their  action  was  quite  independent 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  that 
they  were  neither  influenced  nor  controlled  by 
its  yiews  or  arrangements.  But,  after  all,  the 
settlers  throughout  the  country  were  most  inter- 
ested in  the  matter,  and  they  would  say  that 
the  people  of  the  South,  who  made  those  large 
reseryes,  were  called  upon  to  make  a  great  sacri- 
fice when  they  gaye  up  three-fourths  of  the 
endowments  which  they  calculated  upon.  He 
thought  the  proposal  embodied  in  this  Bill  was  a 
liberal  one,  and  he  admired  the  spirit  in  which 
the  sacrifice  was  made  without  any  complaint 
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whatever.    Therefore  he  roted  against  the  pro-  I 
posal  to  redace  the  proportion  to  one-eighth,  | 
although  he  came  from  a  part  of  the  country  , 
which  had  ereiything  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose  j 
by  it :  moreover,  lie  urged  honorable  gentlemen  ' 
who  would  likewise  be  gainers  to  take  the  same  | 
courae.     Now  the  argument  seemed  to  have  as-  . 
Mimed  a  wider  importance,   and   there   was    a  | 
little  of  the  class  element  introduced  which  had  ' 
not  appeared  before.    He  deprecated  that  Hue  | 
of  argument  altogether.    In   his  opinion  there  i 
were  no  rich  and  no  poor  who  had  any  right  . 
to  reoeive  special  consideration  from  the  Legis- 
lature.   All  were  equally  entitled  to  their  care,  « 
and  the  son  of  the  poorest  peasant  had  an  equal 
right  to  have  access  to  secondary  education  with 
tlie  child  of  the  richest  and  most  successful  colo- 
nist amongst  them.    They  were  all  working  men, 
although  some  of  them  had  been  more  fortunate 
than  otiiers.    Tlie  House  of  Representatires  had 
been  singularly  civil  to  the  Council  this  year. 
He  thought  this  was  the  first  amendment  of 
theirs  which  had  been  disagreed  with  out  of  a 
great  many ;  and,  in  doing  so,  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatires  simply  said — what  all  of  them  who 
had  given  any  attention  to  the  subject  knew — 
that  to  diminish  the  proportion  in  one  or  two  pro- 
vinces most  concerned  would  practically  destroy 
the  secondary  educatioB  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try.   For  his  part,  he  would  act  consistently  in 
the  Tote  he  was  about  to  give ;  but  he  did  not 
think    that  honorable  gentlemen  who  changed 
their  minds  on  that  subject  acted  inconsistently, 
because  he  did  not  think  it  had  been  made  so 
clear  to  them  as  it  now  was  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall  that  the  alteration  would  dry  up  the  re- 
sources of  the  Province  of  Canterbury  for  second- 
ary education.    He  hoped  the  motion  he  had 
made  would  be  agreed  to. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  Council  doth  not 
insist  upon  its  amendments  in  the  4th  section  of 
the  Education  Reserves  Bill ; "  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         17 

Noes         8 
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Mi^jority  for 


Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston^ 


9 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whilmore. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Gt.  R.  Johnson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 


Noes. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutei  to 
ten  o'dook  p.m. 

Son.  Colonel  Whilmore 


First  Beadings— Second  Rei^inn— Westport  rad  Orej. 
mouth  Coal  Fields— Motncka  Roads  — K.  Karetai— 
Caoterbuiy  Sorreys  —  School  of  Mines  — W.  H.  Tii- 
pari— Caatearbaiy  Railway  Beaerres- Financiri  State, 
ment.  _ 

Mr.  Spsaebb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill,  Jackson's  Baj 
Road  District  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Native  Lands  Bill,   Sparine  Bill,  Cemeteries 
Management  Bill. 

WESTPORT  AND  GREYMOUTH  COAL 
FIELDS. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  Government,  Wbe- 
ther  they  will  appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to 
ascertain,  during  the  recess,  the  progress  being 
made  towards  developing  the  coal  fields  at  West- 
port  and  Greymouth ;  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  coal  each  mine  in  operation  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing weekly  ;  the  prospects  of  such  coal  being 
brought  into  successful  competition  with  im- 
ported coal  throughout  the  colony,  and  the  most 
effectual  and  immediate  means  of  accomplishing 
that  object ;  and,  if  so,  if  the  report  of  such  Com- 
mission will  be  laid  before  this  House  next  ses- 
sion ?  It  was  generally  agreed  that  tbis  was  one 
of  the  most  important  industries  in  the  colony, 
and  that  it  to  a  very  large  extent  depended 
for  its  development  upon  shareholders  scattered 
throughout  the  colony,  who  had  no  means  of  ob- 
taining proper  information  as  to  the  prospects  of 
their  investments.  He  trusted  the  Government 
would  see  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  Commis- 
sion, and  that  they  would  appoint  to  it  gentlemeil 
who  were  not  heads  of  departments  merely,  bat 
gentlemen  who  were  acquainted  with  the  sttbjeot» 
and  who  were  capable  of  forming  an  opinion  on 
the  matter  which  theywould  have  to  infestigate. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  replied  that  the  Govern^ 
ment  fuUy  recognized  the  importance  of  this 
matter,  and  intended  to  appoint  a  Conunissum 
during  the  recess.  He  trusted  that  the  result  of 
their  labours  would  be  satisfactory. 

MOTIJEKA  ROADS. 
Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  asked  the  lilinister  for 
Public  Works,  If  the  Government  will  make  pro- 
vision for  reinstating  the  roads  in  the  Motoeks 
District  (destroyed  by  floods  in  February  last) 
by  placing  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  a 
sum,  in  audition  to  that  already  granted,  wbicb 
will  enable  the  Board  to  carry  out  the  recommen- 
dations contained  in  a  report  by  Mr.  G.  Blackett? 
In  asking  this  question  he  might  be  allowed  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  with  regard  to  the 
subject  to  which  it  referred.  It  would  no  doub* 
be  m  the  remembrance  of  the  House  that  in 
February  last  disastrous  floods  had  occurred  in 
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the  district  which  he  represented.  A  great  deal 
of  damage  had  been  done  to  private  property, 
and  also  to  the  main  roads  in  the  district.  The 
matter  was  then  represented  to  the  Government 
by  himself  and  the  Executiye  oflScer,  Mr.  Curtis  ; 
and,  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Curtis,  the 
Qovemment  consented  to  allow  the  sum  of  £2,700 
(taken  from  the  vote  of  last  year  of  £30,000  for 
the  road  from  Westport  to  Nelson)  to  be  spent  in 
reinstating  the  damaged  roads.  Before  that  was 
done,  the  €h>Temment  sent  Mr.  Blackett  to  the 
district  to  make  a  full  report  on  the  subject, 
which  was  referred  to  the  GoTemment.  In 
that  report  two  plans  were  recommended.  It 
was  stated  that  the  road  could  be  reinstated 
at  a  eertain  cost,  prorided  it  was  t«ken  along 
the  banks  of  the  river,  where  the  greatest 
damage  was  done.  This,  Mr.  Blackett  stated,  | 
woold  not  be  advisable,  as  the  road  then  would  be 
tabject  to  floods,  but  that  a  safe  road  could  be 
made  under  the  hills  at  a  cost  of  £1,433  greater 
than  that  by  the  river-bank.  The  Government 
Ofnly  consented  to  place  at  the  Board's  disposal 
the  sum  required  to  do  the  least  expensive  work  | 
raoommended  in  the  report,  but  the  Board  was  I 
▼er^  unwilling  to  spend  that  money  on  a  work  | 
which  they  knew  would  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  | 

fsneral  ratepayers.     On  his  arrival  in  Wellington  j 
e  communicated  these  facts  to  the  then  Minister  | 
for  Public  Works  (Mr.  Ormond),  who  agreed  with  , 
him  as  to  the  extra  sum  that  would  bo  required. 
In  order  to  substantiate  what  ho  had  stated,  he 
would  read  fm  extract  from  a  letter  which  he 
had  receired  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Motueka 
Highway  Board,  in  which  he  said, — 

"  We  have  had  a  letter  from  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Public  Works,  stating  that,  from  the 
statements  made  by  yourself  and  Mr.  Baigent,  the 
Minister  is  convinced  that  it  is  desirable  the  more 
expensive  road  shown  in  Blackett's  report  should 
be  made,  and  that  Parliament  would  be  Recom- 
mended to  vote  a  sufficient  amount  for  the  pur- 
pose, which  I  hope  Parliament  will  be  generous 
enough  to  do,  for,  if  the  Valley  is  to  have  a  road 
at  all,  it  is  no  use  making  it  anywhere  except  out 
of  the  reach  of  floods.  Blackett  estimated  the 
eost  of  the  more  expensive  or  hiU  road  at  £1,433 
Im.  more  than  the  road  on  the  river-bank,  but  I 
feel  sure  that  he  is  at  least  £200  below  the  mark. 
The  difference  in  the  amount  granted  by  Go- 
▼emment  on  Blackett's  estimate  of  the  hill  road 
with  10  per  cent,  added  is  £1,855  5s.,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  erery  farthing  will  be  required." 
The  letter  then  entered  into  details.  The  ob- 
ject in  putting  the  question  was  to  ascertain  if 
th<r  present  Government  would  carry  out  the  pro- 
-■Mse  made  by  the  late  Government,  and  place 
the  sum  named  by  the  Undersecretary  for  Public 
Works  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  for  the 
purpose  stated.  He  trusted  he  should  receive  a 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  question,  inasmuch  as 
the  matter  was  one  of  considerable  importance  to 
the  people  of  the  district. 

Mr.  LABNACH  replied  that,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  which  had  already  been  placed  on  the 
Estimates,  the  Gbremment  would  place  on  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  a  sum  of  £2,800,  which 
^pooid  be  giren  to  the  two  Board*.    The  sum  of 


£1,423  would  be  given  to  the  Waimea  Board,  and 
the  remaining  £1,377  to  the  Motueka  Board. 

K.  KARETAI. 

Mr.  TAIAKOA  asked  the  Minister  for  Native 
Affairs,  What  action  the  Government  intend  to 
take  with  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Korako 
Karetai?  The  Native  Affairs  Committee  had 
given  a  certain  decision  in  this  case,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  action  the  Government 
were  goine  to  take  in  order  to  cany  out  the 
report  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  the  Govemmeat 
intended  to  place  the  sum  of  £50  on  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates,  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

CANTERBURY  SURVEYS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Minister  for 
Lands,  If  he  will  state  what  increase,  if  any,  has 
been  made  in  the  number  of  surveyors  employed 
by  Government  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Can- 
terbury since  the  18th  September  last,  and  the 
total  number  at  present  employed ;  alco,  if  he 
will  inform  the  House  at  what  date  the  Chief 
Surveyor  expects  to  complete  the  survey  of  the 
land  already  purchased  from  the  Crown  in  that 
district,  and  not  yet  surveyed  P  He  wished  to 
give  one  or  two  reasons  for  asking  this  question. 
Upon  the  13th  December  last,  the  then  Minister 
for  Lands  (Mr.  Reid)  explained  that  576,000  acres 
of  land  which  had  been  purchased  were  then  un- 
surveyed.  He  (Mr.  Montgomery)  was  aware  that 
there  were  many  people  who  were  unable  to  so 
upon  their  land  because  it  was  not  surveyed.  Hf 
was  also  aware  that  some  parties  had  erected 
buildings  and  commenced  fencing,  and,  after  the 
land  had  been  surveyed  privately,  it  was  di>* 
covered  that  the  houses  were  not  upon  their  sec- 
tions. There  were  people  who  had  purchased 
land  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  who  were  not  able 
to  go  upon  it  to  tlie  present  time.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  number  of  surveyors  employed 
were  quite  inadequate  to  overtake  the  large  ar- 
rears of  work.  With  the  staff  now  employed, 
a  number  of  years  would  elapse  before  the  sur- 
reys could  be  completed.  He  wished  to  ask  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  for  Lands  whether  any  ad- 
dition had  been  made  to  the  staff,  and  whether 
the  Chief  Surveyor  of  the  district  could  hold  out 
any  reasonable  hopes  as  to  when  the  land  already 
sold  would  be  surveyed,  so  that  the  people  could 
depend  upon  getting  on  their  sections  and  makine 
use  of  them.  With  that  explanation,  he  begged 
to  ask  the  question  standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  replied  that  since  the 
13th  September  there  had  been  seven  fresh  ap- 
pointments to  the  Canterbury  survey  staff.  At 
present  there  were  twenty-seven  surveyors  em- 
ployed, exclusive  of  the  Chief  Surveyor,  the 
Inspector  of  Surveys,  and  three  others  engaged 
in  mapping.  The  Chief  Surveyor  stated  that  it 
would  take  two  years  before  the  surveys  weve 
completod.  There  were  at  present  720,000  acres 
of  land  to  be  surveyed.  He  might  further  state 
that  the  Government  were  desirous  of  obtahiiog 
more  tarreyor*  as  soon  as  they  could  obtain 
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them,  about  which,  however,  there  was  rather  a 
difficulty. 

SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

Mr.  BABFF  asked,  If  the  GoTemment  intend 
to  institute  any  further  inquiries  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  School  of 
Mines? 

Mr.  MACANDBEW,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Premier,  might  say  that  some  correspondence 
took  place  between  the  late  Government  and  the 
University  Council  of  Otsgo  with  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  a  School  of  Mines  in  that  part 
of  the  colony.  That  correspondence  ended  in 
negotiations  being  entered  into  with  certain  per- 
sons in  Victoria  who  were  specially  qualified  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  He  was  not  aware  what 
the  present  state  of  those  negotiations  was,  but 
hoped  that  before  the  House  separated  he  would 
be  able  to  give  the  result. 

W.  H.  TAIPARI. 
.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
What  action  the  Goyemment  intend  to  take  in 
reference  to  the  report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  W.  H.  Taipari?  The 
reason  for  his  asking  this  question  was  that  Tai- 
pari had  sent  in  a  petition  to  the  House  for  a 
reward  for  the  discovery  of  a  gold  field  at  the 
Thames.  The  Committee  went  into  the  question 
and  came  to  a  decision,  and  he  wished  to  know 
what  action  the  Gt)vemment  intended  to  take 
with  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  renlied  that  the  petition  re- 
ferred to  was  a  revival  of  a  claim  made  by  Tai- 
pari for  a  reward  to  which  he  said  he  vras  entitled 
tor  the  discovery  of  a  gold  field  at  the  Thames. 
The  Committee  recommended  that  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  the  favourable  consideration 
of  the  Government,  and  he  gathered  from  the 
papers  left  by  his  predecessors  that  they  adopted 
the  report  and  would  settle  the  claim.  The  pre- 
sent Government  would  endeavour  to  settle  the 
claim  as  fairly  as  they  could. 

CANTERBURY  RAILWAY  BESEBVES. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  intend  to  take  power  to  subdivide 
and  dispose  of  the  railway  reserves  in  South  Can- 
terbury ?  He  might  say  that  before  the  abolition 
of  the  provinces  there  was  a  distinct  promise 
given  by  the  Superintendent  of  Canterbury  that 
these  reserves  should  be  subdivided  and  sold  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
bands  of  large-speculators.  One  reason  for  his 
putting  the  question  was  to  know  whether  the 
Government  would  apply  the  system  of  deferred 
payments  to  these  reserves,  which  were  large 
tracts  of  valuable  land  situated  near  the  railways, 
and  suitable  for  the  location  of  artisans  who  were 
employed  on  the  railways. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  was  very  glad  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  placed  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper,  because  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  previously  been  drawn  to  the 
matter.  The  GK>Temment  would  inquire  into  the 
exact  state  of  the»e  reserves,  and,  with  regard 
to  those  which  were  not  absolutely  required  for 
Mr,  Mac^ndriK/ 


special  purposes,  steps  would  be  taken  to  bavt 
them  placed  in  the  market. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  LABNACH  said, — I  may  mention,  with 
reference  to  that  part  of  the  Financial  Statement 
which  deals  with  the  Land  Fund,  that  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  take  the  Land  Fund  as 
from  the  1st  January. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Sir,  I  have  thoujjU 
lately  that  I  was  to  blame  for  not  having  sTsUed 
mvself  of  some  of  the  many  opportunities  that 
have  presented  themselves  during  the  past  month 
to  answer  the  very  inaccurate  statements  with 
regard  to  finance  which  have  emanated  from  the 
Treasury  benches,  and  which  have  been  very 
carefully  circulated  by  the  partisans  of  the  Go* 
vemment  throughout  the  country.  But  I  now 
think  that  the  course  I  followed  was  a  wise  one, 
because  we  have  at  last  had  placed  before  ui  t 
well -considered  statement  from  the  Treasnrer, 
showing  the  financial  position  of  the  colony  and 
the  proposals  of  the  Government:  I  am  tbere- 
fore  now  in  a  better  position  to  avail  mjself  of 
the  present  opportunity  to  give  a  brief  history 
of  the  finances  relative  to  public  works  for  the 
last  few  years,  and  also  to  comment  upon 
the  proposals  which  the  Treasurer  submitted 
for  our  consideration  last  night.  Sir,  it  has 
been  said,  and  said  repeatedly,  in  this  HouaS 
that  the  late  Government  vraa  a  continudus  Go- 
vernment from  1869.  I  hardly  know  what  mess- 
ing the  honorable  gentlemen  who  take  that  view 
attach  to  the  word  "  continuous."  No  one  has 
given  us  the  meaning  he  attaches  to  the  word. 
They  have  one  and  all  contented  themselves  with 
the  assertion  that  such  was  the  fact.  I  should 
like  to  ack.  In  what  was  the  Government  coniinu- 
ous?  Was  it  continuous  in  its  |>er«oiifiWf  We 
know  tliat  it  was  not.  The  Premier,  and  eTe7 
other  member  of  the  Government,  has  heen 
changed  several  times.  Was  it  continuous  in  iti 
pohoy  ?  Certainly  not.  The  policy  was  cbanjged 
more  than  once.  Was  it  in  finance  ?  Certainly 
not;  the  whole  system  of  finance  was  also  changed. 
Then  in  what  respect  was  it  a  continuous  Go- 
vernment ?  Sir,  this  is  a  question  which  appesn 
to  me  to  be  one  of  not  very  great  iroporlsnce, 
except  from  the  importance  which  has  been 
attached  to  it  by  the  other  side,  and  became  I 
think  that  by  accepting  such  a  doctrine  we  verj 
much  weaken  the  responsibility  of  individual 
Ministers.  This  becomes  evident  when  I  am 
told  by  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  that  I  am 
responsible  for  the  acts  committed  by  my  hono^ 
able  friend  the  member  for  Wanganui  in  1870, 
when  I  was  not  a  member  of  tliis  Hooie,  and, 
in  fact,  was  visiting  England.  Is  it  to  be  laid 
that,  because  I  joined  the  Government  in  187i 
I  am  responsible  for  the  acts  which  my  hcaMt* 
able  friend  committed  in  1870  ?  If  I  am  to  be 
held  responsible  for  those  acta  as  though  I 
had  been  a  paHy  to  them,  then  it  is  dear  that 
by  so  much  shall  I  attach  less  importanos  to 
the  acts  I  myself  committed  last  year  and  the 
year  before.     I  hold  that  a  Minister  is  only  if 
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•poonble  for  tbe  acts  he  himself  oommite,  or  for 
tfaoae  the  responeibilitj  of  which  he  takes  upon 
himself.    But  let  us,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
mdmit  that  it  was  a  continuous  GK>Temment,  and 
Me  what  we  shall  arrire  at.    Suppose  it  was  a 
oontinuouB  Qoremment,  the  fact  is  then  eridenti 
there  were  two  very  distinct  epochs  in  its  history. 
Up  to  1874  it  was  a  Goremment  carried  on  by 
tbe  P^Tincial  party,  a  party  which  faroured  the 
provinces;  it  was  supported  by  gentlemen  who 
belieyed  strongly  in  the  desirability  of  maintain- 
ing prorincial  institutions.     After  that  date,  the 
party  which  took  the  Government,  and  has  re- 
mained in  power  since,  was  a  party  which  be- 
liered  in  the  abolition  of  the  provinces,  and  which 
•acceeded  in  doing  away  with  them.     We  shall 
^so  find  a  marked  distinction  in  the  mode  of  con- 
dacting  tbe  finance  since  1875.    After  the  year 
1870,  and  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  financiul 
year  1875-76,  we  had  been  in  the  habit  of  ap- 
propriating our  public  works  loans  by  permanent 
appropriations.    When  we  borrowed  money  we 
•et  apart  larse  sums  for  railways  and  other  ser- 
Tices,  and  putced  them  within  the  power  of  the 
Goremment  for  expenditure,  not  from  year  to 
year,  but  extending  over  several  years.      Very 
great  and  perhaps  necessary  power  was  placed  in 
tlie  hands  of  the  Government  up  to  1875,  but 
alter  that  time  that  system  was  entirely  altered. 
I  myself  had  then  tbe  honor  of  occupying  the 
'  position  of  Colonial  'i'reasurer.    In  that  year  we 
did  away  with  all  standing  appropriations:  we 
thereby  placed  within  the  control  of  the  House 
the  whole  of  the  money  raised  by  loan  from  year 
to  year,  and  we  introduced  for  tlie  first  time  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Loan  Appropria- 
tion Act.    The  power  of  reserving  votes  charge- 
able upon  the  Consolidated  Fund  was  done  away 
with,  and  every  vote  made  to  expire  absolutely 
on  the  30th  June  in  each  year.    In  1875  we  also 
submitted  to  the  House  a  plan  for  extending  tbe 
expenditure  of  the  balance  of  the  public  works 
loons  over  a  period  of  two  years,  and,  as  I  have 
before  shown,  the  plan  then  laid  down  was  faith- 
fully adhered  to;    and  on  the  80th  June  last 
we  had  not  expended  the  whole  of  the  balance 
of  tbe  loans  which  were  authorized  in   1875. 
Therefore,  Sir,  if  wo  were  a  continuous  Govern- 
ment, we,  at  any  rate,  can  claim  the  credit  of 
having— as  soon  as  what  I  may  term  the  glitter 
of  the  Public  Works  scheme  had  worn  o£r — 
settled  down  to  our  work,  and  seriously  looked 
ibrwutl  to  the  years  to  come.    Since  that  date, 
we  have  steadily  adhered,  under  much  pressure, 
to  the  plans  we  then  marked  out  for  ourselves 
with  tbe  approval  of  the  House.      It  will  be 
neeesaary,  Sir,  that  I  should  oEdl  your  attention 
to  the  state  of  the  colony  in  1870,  when  the 
scheme  of  Immigration  and  Public  Works  was 
first  introduced.    It  is  well  known  to  you  that 
we  had  been  suffering  many  years  of  depression ; 
that  property  throughout  the  colony  was  almost 
ralueless,  and  unsaleable;   that  very  little  em- 
ployment was  to  be  got ;  and  that  many  people 
were  seriously  thinking  of  leaving  the  colony.   The 
population  of  New  Zealand  at  that  time  was,  in 
round  numbers,  250,000.    The  public  debt,  less 
Um  accrued  Sinking  Fund,  waa  ^^^250,000  indud*. 


ing  £618,000  Treasury  bills,  of  which  some  were 
issued  in  that  year  to  make  up  the  deficit  of  the 
previous  year.    The  annual  charge  on  our  public 
debt  was  £536,000.     Our  consolidated  revenue 
was  only  £936,000,  and  our  Land  Fund  for  the 
year  was  £208,000.    Our  total  revenue,  land  and 
consolidated,  together,  was,  in  round  numbers, 
£1,150,000.     At  the  end  of  the  finaneial  year 
just  expired  our  population  had  risen  to  400,000. 
Our  public  debt  had  increased  from  £7,250,000 
to  £18,250,000 — that  is,  after  deducting  the  ac- 
crued Sinking  Fund  £1,353,000,  and  the  cash  in 
hand  on  the  30th  June  £980,000,  the  gross  debt 
being  £20,618,000;  and  the  permanent  charges 
had  risen  to  £1,180,000.    Our  consolidated  re- 
venue had  risen  to  £1,951,000,  our  Land  Fund 
to  £  1 ,035,000,  giving  a  total  revenue  of  £3,000,000. 
The  Treasury  bills  now  outstanding  amount  to 
£837,000,  being  an  increase  in  the  seven  years 
of  £214,000.    The  charge  on  the  permanent  debt 
in  1870  consumed  four-sevenths  of  our  consoli* 
dated  revenue.     In  the  year  just  ended,  seven- 
twelfths  of  our  ordinary  rerenue  was  required 
to  meet  the  same  charge.    That  is  to  say,  the 
extra  charge  in  proportion  to  the  revenue  had 
risen    one    eighty-fourth  —  a    very    small    rise 
indeed.    But  this  fact  is  also  worthy  of  note : 
that  in  1870  one-half  our  revenue — territorial 
and  consolidated — was  taken  to  pay  permanent 
charges,  whereas  in  the  present  year  only  one- 
third  of  our  combined  rerenue  is  required  for  that 
purpose.    I  have  said  that  tbe  debt  in  1870  was 
£7,250,000,  and  that  this  year  it  is  £18,250,000— 
that  is  to  say,  an  increase  of  £11,000,000.    That 
sum  of  £11,000,000  is  the  amount  we  have  ex- 
pended on  immigration  and  public  works,  land 
purchase,  and  two  or  three  other  smaller  items 
which  I  need  not  particularize.     That  is  the 
amount  we  have  expended  on  these  things  dur- 
ing the  last  seven  years :    we  have  not  spent 
£27,000,000,  as  the  Hon.  the  Premier  was  pleased 
to  tell  the  House  the  other  night  we  had  done. 
Of  this  sum  of  £11,000,000,  £500,000  was  con- 
sumed by  the  expenses  of  raising  tbe  loans,  and 
in  discount,  £1,250,000  was  spent  on  immigra- 
tion, and  about  £1,750,000  upon  railway  material 
in  England.     That  would   leave  a  balance  of 
about  £7,500,000  which  has  been  eipended  on 
public  works  throughout  the  colony.    That  would 
be  a  little  more  than  £1,000,000  a  year,  and  not, 
as  hss  been  stated  by  some  honorable  eentlemen, 
£3,000,000  a  year.    Now,  Sir,  for  this  expendi- 
ture we  have  certainly  obtained  10Q,000  immi- 
grants;   we  have  also  completed  860  miles  of 
railway ;  we  have  made  2,300  miles  of  roads ;  and 
we  have.extended  the  telegraph  8,260  miles.   We 
have  also  land  worth,  in  my  opinion,  at  least 
£750,000 ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  we  have  all 
our  public  buildings,  our  lighthouses,  and  our 
waterworks  upou  our  gold  fields.    If  any  one  will 
look  fairly  at  the  expenditure,  and  at  the  circum- 
stances under  whicn  it  was  made,  I  think  he 
will  be  inclined  to  say — although  it  is  possible  we 
have  wasted  money,  necessarUy  wasted  money, 
owing  to  the  rapid  manner  in  which  the  scheme 
has  ^n  carried  out,  for  which  the  late  Goyem* 
ment  are  certainly  not  wholly  responsible — still 
we  have  got  good  value  for  our  money.    At  any 
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rate,  tbat  is  my  opinion ;  and  I  think  we  Bbould 
rather  congratulate  ouk elves  upon  what  ve  have 
got  than  waste  regrets  over  what  miglit  bare 
been.  And  here,  Sir,  I  might  remark  that,  since 
I  had  the  honor  of  taking  office  some  three  years 
ago,  we  have  only  taken  power  to  increase  the 
indebtedness  of  the  colony  to  the  extent  of 
£1,350,000.  That  is  the  whole  of  the  borrowing 
power  which  I  have  asked  and  obtained  since  1 
have  been  in  the  Government.  And  on  the  30tb 
June  lest  there  was  one  million  of  that  amount 
in  cash  in  the  Treasury. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Does  tliat  include  Trea- 
sury bills  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes.  When  I  speak. of 
our  indebtedness,  I  invariably  include  Treasury 
.bills  and  cash  advances  on  bonds.  I  have  said 
|;bat  we  have  increased  the  amount  of  Treasui'y 
bills  since  1870  to  the  extent  of  £214,000.  But, 
to  my  mind,  that  is  not  a  matter  for  surprise  at 
all.  I  lake  an  entirely  different  view  on  that 
point  from  that  held  by  the  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite,  who  seem  to  think  there  is  something 
dreadful  in  the  idea  of  issuing  Treasury  bills.  To 
my  mind  there  is  no  difference  whatever  between 
Treasury  bills  and  any  other  bond,  so  far  as  the 
public  debt  is  concerned.  Treasury  bills,  or  long- 
dated debentures,  are  simply  matters  of  con- 
venience. The  question  is,  Which  is  the  most 
profitable  way.  of  raising  money  to  meet  our 
requirements  ?  Well,  we  have  increased  Treasury 
bills  since  1870  by  the  sum  of  £214,000.  But 
when  I  say  that  we  have  assisted  Auckland, 
Wellington,  and  We«tland  to  the  extent  of  over 
£300,000  within  the  last  three  yeal^,  it  will  not 
be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  so  small  an  increase 
as  that  has  occurred.  I  would  ask  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  talk  so  much  about  the 
amplovment  of  Treasury  bills  what  they  would 
have  aone  under  such  circumstances.  Would  it 
have  been  wise  at  that  time  to  have  taken  up  a 
permanent  loan  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  this 
expenditure  ?  If  any  Minister  had  made  such  a 
proposal,  he  would  have  been  laughed  at. 

Hon.  Mbmbbrs. — No. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  That  is  my  opinion. 
Lookmg  at  the  position  of  the  colony,  it  was  right 
to  see  if  the  consolidated  revenue  could  not  bear 
the  charge;  and  therefore  it  was  then  a  pru- 


dent transaction  to  issue  Treasury  bills,  instead  of 
i^uing  a  permanent  loan,  so  as  to  enable  us  t<( 
see  whether  the  consolidated  revenue  would  not 
increase  sufficiently,  as  was  reasonable  to  hope,  to 
repay  these  bills.  It  may  be  said  tliat  there  were 
other  ways  of  meeting  this  chM^e.  We  might 
have  proposed  to  seize,  as  my  lionorable  friend 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  now  doing,  the  Land 
Fund  of  Canterbury ;  but  I  think  neither  be  nor 
anybody  else  will  say  that  that  would  have  been 
possible  at  that  time.  There  was  another  eonree. 
We  might  have  increased  taxation  for  the  pur- 
pose, but  I  wiU  ask  whether  the  House  or  tha 
country  would  have  listened  to  soch  a  propotaL 
It  is  perfectly  clear  tbat  neither  of  these  courset 
was  practicable,  and  the  only  choice  open  to  iih» 
Government  was  to  issue  Treasury  bills  or  a  long- 
dated loan,  and  we  considered  the  former  the 
more  reasonable  course.  Sir,  I  hold  in  my  hands 
a  very  interesting  statement  which,  when  it  it 
placed  before  the  House  and  the  country,  will  be 
perused,  I  venture  to  think,  with  great  satisfac- 
tion. It  is  a  statement  which  I  had  prepared 
sliortly  before  I  left  office,  showing  the  actual 
receipts  of  the  colony  on  the  one  side,  treating 
the  provinces  and  the  colony  as  one,  and  the 
actual  expenses  on  the  other,  eliminating  all  orosi 
entrieis  and  transfers,  and  sliowing  separately  all 
aids  to  revenue  in  the  shape  of  Treasury  bills, 
advances  out  of  loan,  or  released  Sinking  Fund, 
and  also  the  expenditure  upon  public  works 
of  every  description,  including  the  subsidies  to 
Road  Boards,  Kiver  Boards,  harbour  works,  fte. 
And  this  is  what  we  find :  that  the  total  re- 
ceipts for  the  year  amounted  to  £3,393,884 
14s.  2d. ;  the  total  expenditure,  exclusive,  as 
I  have  said,  of  all  subsidies  and  public  works, 
to  £2,^79,318  6s.  dd. ;  which  shows  that  afti^ 
providing  for  all  actual  and  necessary  expendi- 
ture of  Government,  including  interest  and  per- 
manent charges,  there  was  a  surplus  balance 
to  credit  of  £514,000  available  for  local  public 
works.  The  aids*  to  revenue,  as  will  be  seen  upon 
reference  to  the  table,  amounted  to  £673,174 
9s.  lid.,  and  we  began  the  year  with  a  balance  m 
hand  of  £431,611  8s.  lid.,  making  a  total  avail- 
able for  local  expenditure  of  £1,619,352  6s.  lid., 
and  there  was  auring  the  year  locally  expended 
£1,284,658  15s. 


Income  and  Expenditube  of  New  Zealand  during  the  Financial  Year  ended 
30th  June,  1877.     (Including  the  Accounts  of  the  late  Provinces.) 


INCOMB. 
REVENUE  ACCOUNT,— 

OSDINABY  CUSBENT  BeTENXTB,— 

Customs 

Stamp  Duties 

Postal  ... 

Telegraphic 

Judicial  Fees  and  Fines 

Registration  and  other  Feef 

Licenses 

Carried  forward  . . . 

I£<^or  Atkinson 


£    s. 

d. 

1,230,415  1  6 
122,170  10  10 
97.664  15  2 
63,833  11  8 
41,899  11  2 
69,749  16  0 
52,172  0  0 

1,667,405  6 

3 

£ 


t.  d. 


£ 


t.  d. 
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£           8.  d. 

£            8.  d. 

£         e. 

d. 

Brought  forward ... 

1,667,405    6    3 

BEVENUE  ACCOVlii£— continued. 

Obdinaby  Cubbbnt  Beyeiotb — continued. 

Tolls  on  Roads  and  Bridges      ... 

17,276    8    3 

Education 

16,452  17    1 

Bail wajs  and  Wharres 

473,256    0    7 

Miscellaneous  Bevenue  and  Beimbursements 

85,226    9    5 

Land  Sales,  &c. 

1,068,536  17  11 

Fees  and  Duties,  Natiye  Lands  Act 

6,031     6  11 

Gold  Fields  Berenue 

37,145    0  10 

Gold  Duty 

33,555  11  11 

3,893,884  14    2 

Aids  to  Bbvbntk,— 

Treasurj  Bills          

260,000    0    0 

Part  of  £250,000  autborixed  under  "  The  New 

Zealand  Loan  Act,  1876,''  to  meet  payment 

of  Provincial  Liabilities 

237,500    0    0 

Loans  on  Mortage,  Ac. 
Overdrafts  on  Provincial  Accounts 

28,442    0    0 

105,888    7  11 

Sinking  Funds  released 

41,344    2    0 

673,174    9  11 

4,067,069    4 

1 

4,067,059    4    1 

BaUnce  on  80th  June,  1876 

431,611    8    1 

4,498,670  12    2 

LOANS  ACCOUNT,— 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Loan  Act, 

1870... 

187,400    0    0 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Loan  Act, 

1873... 

500,000    0    0 

General  Purposes  Loan  Act,  1873 

500,000    0    0 

Consolidated  Loan  Act,  1867    ... 

48,000    0    0 

North  Otago  District  Public  Works  Loan  ... 

2,000    0    0 

Defence  and  Other  Purposes  Loan  Act,  1870 

250,000    0    0 

N.  Z.  Loan  Act,  1876          £1,000,000    0    0 

Less,  vide  Ber.  Account      237,600    0    0 

762,500    0  -0 

Lyttelton  Harbour  Works  Loan  Act,  1872  ... 

100,000    0    0 

Recovery  from  Ghreymouth  Corporation 

1,750  11    7 

2,852,660  11     7 

2,862,660  11 

7 

Balance  on  30th  June,  1876 

... 

26,574  12    4 

2,879,226    8  11 

SPECIAL  AND  TBUST  ACCOUNTS,— 

Wellington  BecLwmed  Land  Act  Account  ... 

23,814  14    9 

Wellington  Debts  Act  Bedemption  Account 

2,340    0    9 

Westland  Loan  Act  Bedemption  Account  ... 

ISO  18    3 

Waitara  Bridge  Endowment  Account 

9    0    0 

26,294  13    9 

Trust  Fund  Accounts 

818,901  18    0 

840,196    6 

9 

840,196    6    9 

Balance  on  30th  June,  1876 

" 

191,574  12    0 

531,770  18    9 

Total  Income 

6,769,906    2 

6 

Balance  on  30th  June,  1876 

1 

£ 

649,760  12 

6 

Total 

7,409,666  14  10 
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Income  and  Expenditure  of  New  Zealand  during  the  Financial  Tear,  Ac. — eonid. 

EXPENDITURE. 

£        s.  d. 

£        a.  d. 

£       s.  d. 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT,— 

Obdinary  Cueeent  Expendititbe,— 

Civil  List 

28,686    0    0 

Charges  of  the  Public  Debt      ... 

998,795    4    6 

Charges  under  Permanent  Acts 

36,043    7    2 

Legislative 

37,592    1     4 

Executive  (including  salaries  of  Superinten- 

dents) 
Stamp  Department... 

35,172  12    6 

3,878  18    8 

Printing 

12,380  16    7 

G-eological  and  Meteorological ... 

3,884  14    6 

Electoral 

7,310    2    7 

Crown  Lands  Department 

6,637  11    6 

Inspection  of  Machinery 

1,789     1    2 

Education 

174,026    4    6 

Lunatic  Asylums,  Hospitals,  &c. 

101,738    7    4 

Store  Department  ... 

1,027  15    0 

Department  of  Justice  and  Crown  Law  Office 

3,007    0    0 

Law  Courts 

40,449  16    6 

Wardens*  Courts,  Ac. 

18,738  11    6 

Criminal  Prosecutions  and  Coroners'  Inquests 

11,825    6    7 

Police  and  Gaols     ... 

120,934  19    6 

Land  Transfer  and  Deeds  Registry 

20,924  14    6 

Contingencies— Law  and  Justice 

4,175  15    0 

PostAl  ... 

149,734  11    3 

Telegraphic 

89,356    7  10 

Customs 

39,620    4  10 

Marine 

39,208    2  10 

Native  (including  Land  Court) ... 

67,222  13    8 

Militia  and  Volunteers 

28,226    6    0 

Armed  Constabulary  and 

Contingent       Defence        £78,294    0    5 

Less  charged  on  Loan           30,000    0    0 

48,294    0    6 

Public  Domains  and  Buildings 

27,747    6  10 

Railways  and  Wharves 

382,306  15  10 

Miscellaneous 

217.517  17    7 

Waste  Lands  and  Surveys         ...           -     ... 

132,265     4    7 

2^79,318    6    3 

PtBUO  WOBKS,  ETC.,— 

Roads  and  Bridges,  &c. 

285,684    7    9 

Harbours  and  Jetties 

62,701  12    2 

Railway  Works 

170,416    3    2 

Miscellaneous  Public  Works     ... 

84,382    3    71 

Buildings,  &c. 

113,766  16    4; 

Endowments  and  Aids  to  Local  Bodies, — 

1 

Canterbury  College              £14,640    0    0 
Conservators,     Clutha 

i 

River               ...                      591    4    9 

Patea  Harbour  Board             2,042    4    0 

New    Plymouth   Har- 

bour Board      ...                      460  16    9 

Ellesmere  and  Forsyth 

RecUmation,  &c.                   1,412    0    0 

Timaru  and  Gladstone 

Board  of  Works                  16,664    4  11 

Subsidies  to  Road  and 

River  Boards,  Coun- 

ties, and  Municipali- 

ties                 ...                236,901  14    1 

Carried  forward        271,602    4    6 

716,851    2    0 

2,879,318    6    3 
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LfCOMB  and  EzPRNDrrimB  of  New  Zealand  daring  the  Financial  Year,  &o. — oontd. 

£       s.   d. 

£       s.    d. 

£       s.   d. 

Public  Works,  vtc.— continued. 

Brought  forward         271,602    4 
License      fees,      &c., 

6 

716,861     2    0 

2,879,818    5    8 

handed  over  to  Coun- 

ties and  Boroughs              84,577    6 

7 

Sorplui  Land  Beyenue 

handed      over      to 

Counties                             254,767    0 

0 

Gold   Fields   Beyenue 

handed      orer      to 

Counties                               5,601  15 

0 

Qold     Duty     handed 

orer  to  Counties                 18,911    6 

8 

680,449  11 

9 

Deduct     amount     at 

credit    of    Counties 

Separate     Account, 

not  yet  paid  over                12,641  18 

9 

667,807  18    0 

1^284^668  16    0 

i,168^7    0    8 

4,168,977    0    8 

Baknoe  on  80th  June,  1877 

... 

... 

334,693  11  11 

4,498,670  12    2 

LOANS  ACCOUNT,— 

24,260    0    0 

Bedemption  of  Debentures 

Immigration 

150,575    8    6 

Departmental— Public  Works  ... 

17,049  18    6 

Bailwajs 

932,251  19    4 

Boads  and  Bridges 

40,889  17    6 

Land  Purchases 

71,129    7    7 

Waterworks  on  €bld  Fields      ... 

85,671  10    7 

Goal  Mining 
Telegraph  Sztension 
Public  Buildinn     ... 
Harbours  and  Lighthouses 
Otago  ProTinoial  Public  W<ttks 

1,836  14    8 

88,224  16    0 

43,809    4    2 

126,879  18    6 

18,841    7    7 

fierrioes  not  prorided  for 

291  IS    4 

Stomp  Duties  refunded 

466    4    2 

if 

Defisnoe  Loan  repaid 

... 

50,000    0    0 

Armed  Constabulary  and  Oontiiigent  Delaiiee 

80,000    0    0 

Charges  and  Szpenses  of  nusiog  Loans 

... 

11,496    1    7 

1,681,668  16    6 

l^li668  16    4 

Balance  on  80ih  June,  1877 

747,561    8    6 

2,879,225    8  11 

-WBODLL  AND  TBUST  ACCOUNTS,— 
WeUington  Boelaimed  Land  Act  Aooonnt 

... 

82,420  16    8 

W^ingUm  Debts  Act  Aooonzit 

... 

17,000    0    0 

Sospeose  Aooouxit  ... 

440  19    3 

49,861  16    4 

Trust  Fund  Accounts 

... 

494,499  17    7 

494,499  17    1 

Balance  on  80th  June,  1877 

87,271    1    i 

681,770  18    S 

Total  Expenditure 

••* 

3,290,140  18    4 

Balance  on  80th  June,  1877 

... 

... 

£ 

l,U9,526    1    6 

Total 
VOL.  XXVU.    35. 

7,409,666  14  10 
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Statbmbnt  showing  the  Ordinary  Current  Revenno  of  the  Year  in  excess  of  Uie  Ordinary  Current 
Expenditure  and  the  Balance  remaining  unexpended  on.  30lh  June,  1877|  in  respect  of  the 
amount  available  for  expenditure  on  Public  Works,  &c. 


Total  Ordinary  Current  Revenue  of  1876-77,  in- 
cluding Land  Sales ... 

&      B.    d. 

£       8.    d. 

... 

£       8.  d. 

3,393,884  U   2 

3,393,884  14    2 

Excess  of  Ordinary  Current  Revenue  available  for 

Public  Works 
Balances  in  hand  at  the  commencement  of  the 

Financial  Year 
Aids  to  Revenue,  inclusive  of    Sinking  Funds 

released 

514,566    8  11 
431,611    8    1 
673,174    9  11 

Total 

£ 

1,619,352    6  11 

Total  Ordinary  Current  Expenditure,  1876-77  ... 
Excess  of  Ordinary  Current  Revenue  arailable  for 
Public  Works 


Total  Expenditure  on  Public  Works,  &c.,  1876-77 
Balance  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  Financial  Year 

Total 


£      s.    d. 

£      s.    d. 

£       s.d. 
2,879,318    5    3 

614,566    8  11 

... 

3,893,884  14    2 

1,284,658  15   0 
334,693  11  11 

... 

£ 

1,619,352    6  11 

Tlie  fsols  disclosed  by  this  table  are,  to  my 
mind,  very  significant.  They  show,  beyond  dis- 
pute, that  the  revenue  of  the  colony  is  ample  to 
meet  »11  its  liabilities ;  they  al^o  sliow  the  absolute 
necessity  there  vras  for  the  abolition  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  for  the  whole  of  the  expenditure  being 
brought  under  the  control  and  responsibility  of 
this  House.  The  country,  no  doubt,  thinks  that 
our  expenditure  last  year  upon  public  works  was 
the  amount  spent  out  of  loan  voted  by  this  House 
— ^namely,  £1,500,000 — whereas,  in  truth,  we  ex- 
pended last  year  nearly  £3,000,000.  It  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  this  colony  is  not  justified  in 
such  an  expenditure,  and  it  is  clear  that  this 
expenditure  ouglit  to  come  under  the  review  of 
this  House.  This  account  also  brings  out  another 
very  satisfactory  fact,  as  I  think,  although  I  am 
in  absolute  conflict  with  the  Premier  on  this 
point.,  because  he  told  us  the  other  day  that  we 
proposed  to  increase  the  expenditure  this  year, 
and  persisted  in  that  stAtement.  I  am  going  to 
compare  the  statement  1  have  just  made  with  the 
proposals  for  expenditure  which  were  submitted 
to  the  House  when  I  was  Colonial  Treasurer — 
proposals  which,  I  understand,  have  been  accepted 
by  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer.  Perhaps  honor- 
able gentlemen  will  not  be  able  to  follow  mo  very 
clearly,  but  I  will  give  the  references,  so  that  they 
can  compare  this  statement  with  the  Financial 
Statement,  and  see  that  the  deductions  I  draw  are 
absolutely  correct.  On  page  9  of  my  Financial 
Statement  it  will  be  found  that  the  total  expen- 
Major  Atkinson 


diture  out  of  the  consolidated  revenue  is  set  down 
at  £2,395,000.  In  order  to  compare  that  with 
this  account,  we  must  deduct  Bubndies,  £130,000; 
which  leaves  £2,265,000.  To  this  we  must  add 
the  cost  of  interest,  surveys,  &c.,  which  is  cheargd 
n gainst  Land  Fund,  £561,000,  and  we  find  the 
total  expenditure  to  be  £2,826,000.  Upon  re- 
ference to  this  account,  which  I  hope  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table  by  the  Government,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  total  actual  expenditure  of  Isst 
year  was  £2,879,000.  To  this  must  be  added 
£30,000  paid  out  of  loan  in  aid  of  the  Constaba- 
lary,  making  a  total  expenditure  of  £2,909,000. 
If  from  this  we  take  the  proposed  expenditure 
this  year,  we  shall  find  that  there  is  a  balance 
to  credit  of  £83,000.  That  is  to  say,  our  pro- 
posal is  to  spend  £83,000  less  thau  was  actu- 
ally expended  last  year.  But  that  is  not  all, 
for^  to  compare  the  account  fairly,  you  must 
take  from  the  proposed  expenditure  this  year 
£117,000,  being  the  extra  amount  we  have  to 
pay  for  interest  on  money  borrowed.  You  must 
also  take  out  £51,000,  tho  additional  amount 
over  last  year's  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
extension  of  railways,  so  that,  if  the  accounts  are 
fairly  compared,  it  will  be  found  that  under  the 
proposals  this  year  thero  will  be  a  saving  of 
£250,000  upon  the  actual  expenditure  of  last 
year.  Now,  Sir,  that,  to  my  mind,  is  a  most 
satisfactory  state  of  things.  It  shows  clearly  the 
justification  there  was  for  tho  abolition  of  the 
provinces;  it  shows  that  the  Qovemment  were 
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earefullf  considering  tlie  whole  position,  and  that 
the  retluclioti  which  we  promised  was  nc(ua1]y 
tnadr.  I  rail  upon  any  honorable  gentleman  who 
doubts  these  figures — I  call  upon  the  Hon.  the 
CoUinitil  Treasurer,  in  his  reply — to  prove  that 
anything  I  have  adranced  is  in  any  way  incorrect. 
Sir,  I  now  come  to  the  present,  and  to  what  we 
proposed  to  do  in  the  future.  I  shall  presently 
exatiiine  the  statement  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  his  propositions.  I  am  first  going  to 
examine  the  difficulties  which  be  said  he  had 
discovered  :  I  observe,  however,  with  fati^faction, 
tliat,  as  he  becotnes  better  acquainted — and  his 
acqutiintance  is  yet  but  elementary — with  the 
accounts  of  the  colony,  the  difficulties  he  saw 
teem  to  have  entirely  disappeared.  The  honor- 
able member  when  he  first  look  office  raised  a 
question  as  to  the  possibility  of  meeting  our  liu- 
bilities  owing  to  the  want  of  cash.  What  has 
become  of  that  difficulty?  The  honorable  gentle- 
man told  us  that  he  had  to  moke  bricks  without 
•tfaw.  Has  he  surceeded  in  doing  so  ?  If  ho 
has,  he  ought  to  tell  this  House,  because  it  is  a 
secret  which  I,  for  my  own  part,  would  very 
much  like  to  know,  in  order  tliat  I  may  take 
advent  awe  of  it  should  I  ever  again  become 
Treasurer.  As  to  tlie  question  of  cash,  if  the 
bonorable  f;entieman  had  considered  the  matter 
at  all,  and  if  he  hnd  really  known  the  position  of 
the  accounts  of  the  colony,  the  question  of  the 
want  of  cash  to  meet  accruing  liabilities  would 
nerer  have  arisen,  because  we  bad  made  ample 
provision  by  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  to  advance  more  cash  than  the  honorable 
gentleman  can  require;  and  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, I  presume,  is  well  awaro  of  that  now.  We 
had  made  ample  provision,  supposing  the  consoli- 
dated rcTcnue  fell  short  at  any  time,  to  meet  all 
difficulties  of  that  sort.  Then,  in  regard  to  the 
provinon  to  be  made  for  this  year,  the  honorable 
gentleman  raised  a  great  question.  He  did  not 
know  how — to  use  a  homely  term — both  ends 
vrere  to  be  made  to  meet.  Well,  he  has  accepted 
the  whole  of  my  figures  relating  to  revenue,  ex- 
penditure, and  loans;  be  has  told  us  that  they 
are  all  satisfactory — that,  to  quote  his  own  words, 
"  I  will  at  once  admit,  Sir,  that  it  wotild  be  im- 
possible  for  me  to  attempt  to  place  more  clearly 
oefore  the  House  thnn  the  lute  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  done  all  details  in  reference  to 
the  different  loans  which  this  colony  has  from 
time  to  time  contracted;'*  and,  by  implication, 
this  acceptance  applies  also  to  my  treatment  of 
revenue  and  expenditure.  I  have,  therefore, 
onlj  to  refer  him  to  my  Financial  Statement, 
where  he  will  find  how  to  balance  the  ac- 
counts for  the  present  year,  and  I  commend  it 
to  his  further  consideration.  I  now  come  to 
tlie  question  of  how  we  were  going  to  deal  with 
our  floating  liabilities.  How  did  we  propose 
to  meet  the  Treasury  bills  and  deal  with  the 
one  million  which  we  had  borrowed  from  the 
bank  ?  We  intended  to  provide  permanently 
for  these  floating  liabilities  under  the  Inscription 
of  Stock  Bill.  The  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill 
would  have  met  that  difficulty  in  the  most 
satisfactory  and  complete  way.  We  had  hoped  to 
have  obtained  that  Bill  last  setsion — we  thought 


the  Imperial  Parliament  would  have  passed  an 
Act,  and  that  we  should  have  got  a  Bill  throuch 
this   Assembly;    but  \*e  failed.     Had   the  Bill 
passed  lost  session,  this  qnestion  of  the  floating 
debt  would  already  have  become  a  thing  of  the 
past ;  and  I  say  that  our  proposition  compares 
most   favourably   with    the   proposition   of    the 
honorable   gentleman,   which   will  necessitate  a 
double  transaction.     As  1  have  shown,  we  had 
made  proper  provision  for  cash   payments,  we 
had  marked   out  a  course  by   which  we  could 
fund  the  floating  debt  —  always  supposing  that 
this  House  had  approved  of  it — and  we  had  pro- 
vided a  reasonable  finance  for  the  present  year. 
W^e  had  also — I  am  only  going  to  touch  upon 
this  here,  because  I  shall  deal  with  it  fully  here- 
after—made  ample  provision  for  the  whole  of  the 
outstanding  provincial  liabilities.    It  is  not  a  fact, 
and  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  must  un- 
questionably know  this  now  if  he  did  not  know  it 
when  he  made  his  Statement,  that  there  is  a  lia- 
bility of  £200,000  which  we  did  not  provide  for. 
Presently  I  will  go  into  the  exact  figures  when 
I  come  to  examine  the  honorable  gentleman's 
Statement,  and   then  the  House  can  judge  be- 
tween him  and  me.    It  will  be  seen  that  our 
whole    financial    position    bad    been    oarefufly 
thought  out ;  that  we  were  following  a  well-de- 
visSd   plan ;  that  we  saw  clearly  how  we  were 
going  to  meet  all  our  liabilities  ;  and  that  we  had 
made  reasonable  and  wise  provision  to  overcome 
all  the  difficulties  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
thinks  or  thought  so  formidable.     Every  fact 
and  figure  which  I  have  given  to-night  can  be 
verified  or  contradicted  from  published  records 
easily  accessible.     We   have  had   it   from  the 
Premier  himself  that  he  has  now  clearly  and 
certainly  ascertained  the  financial  po»ition  of  the 
colony.    This  we  were  told  three  weeks  ago,  and 
we  had  it  last  night  from  the  Colonial  Trtasurer 
that  he  could  not  even  hope  to  put  before  the 
House  more  clearly  than  I  have  done  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  loans  whirh  we  have  i*aised  from  time 
to  time.     I  would  point  out  that  that  covers  a 
very  great  deal :  it  covers  not  only  the  borrowing, 
but  the  expending,  and  the  liabilities  as  they  now 
stand.     What,  then,  becomes  of  the  gross  charges 
preferred  against  the  late  Government  by  the 
Hon.  the  Premier?     They  have  all  vanished: 
not  one  is  even  attempted  to  be  substantiated. 
Upon  that  statement  I  am  quite  prepared  that 
the  country  should  judge  between  myself  and  the 
honorable  gentleman.     But,  Sir,  as  wo  are  to  be 
judged  by  our  past  doings,  I  should  like  to  take 
tliis  opportunity  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  the  country  to  the  state  in  which  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  left  the  country  after  some  five 
or  six  years  of  almost  absolute  administration  as 
Governor.     Sir,  I  am  going  to  call  quite  an  im- 
partial witness;  I  am  going  to  read  to  you  an 
extract  from  an  address  of  this  House  to  the 
then  Governor.     The  time  was  when  the  House 
was  trying  to  obtain  responsible  government,  and 
the  country  will  be  able  to  judge  between  the 
promises  which  the  honorable  gentleman  now 
makes  and  the  performances  which  are  therein  re- 
corded.   This  extract  is  from  a  paper  laid  before 
the  English  House  of  Commons.    It  is  signed  by 
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our  late  Speaker,  Sir  Charles  difford,  and  it  en- 
closed in  a  despatch  of  the  Aoting-GoTemor  Wjo- 
jard :  it  is  dated  August,  1854.  As  I  said  before, 
the  country  is  going  to  judge  us  upon  our  past 
acts.  Now,  the  honorable  gentleman  the  Pre- 
mier has  come  forward  as  a  great  financier.  He 
has  told  us  that  he  was  familiar  with  the  accounts 
of  the  colony  when  I  was  in  the  cradle  or  in  my 
early  youth.  He  is  set  up  as  a  great  authority  on 
these  matters,  as  a  man  who  can  unrarel  the 
tangled  skein  aiid  put  the  finances  of  this  colony 
in  a  plain  and  palpable  manner  before  the  public 
Well,  let  us  see  what  he  did  when  he  had  the 
absolute  control  of  ererything.  As  I  haye  said, 
this  document  is  urging  the  necessity  of  respon- 
sible goremment ;  and  these,  among  other  rea- 
tons,  are  giren  for  the  proposed  change : — 

**  The  necessity  of  such  change  has  been  made 
apparent  from  the  actual  state  of  the  yariont 
departments  of  the  Executire  GoTemment,  and 
the  condition  of  public  affairs,  as  disclosed  in  the 
course  of  the  business  of  the  session.  There  ap- 
pears to  be  no  systematic  plan  for  the  manage- 
ment of  Natiye  aifkirs,  or  for  efl*ecting  purchases 
ef  land  from  the  Natires.  The  department  of 
finance  is  without  order  or  arrangement,  nor,  so 
far  as  we  can  learn,  is  there  any  efl*ectual  check 
orer  public  expenditure.  The  Waste  Lands  De- 
partment requires  thorough  reorganisation,  not 
merely  from  its  defective  state,  but  in  order  to 
adapt  it  to  recent  changes.  Complaints  are  heard 
from  many  quarters  of  the  state  of  the  Surrey 
Department.  There  is  no  eflbctual  system  A 
public  audit,  and  a  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
aeeertaining  the  real  state  of  the  public  accounts. 
Owinff  to  this  state  of  disorder  and  inefficiency, 
this  House  cannot,  at  this  moment,  ascertain  the 
true  state  of  the  colony's  outstanding  liabilities. 

"  The  accounts  laid  before  us  show  wide  dis- 
crepancies between  the  actual  condition  of  the 
public  finances  and  that  stated  in  your  Excel- 
lency's opening  Address.  Charges  hitherto  un- 
known to  the  public  have  been  hitherto  idcurred 
which  threaten  to  absorb  the  larger  part  of  the 
territorial  revenue  of  the  southern  provinces. 
Debentures  on  the  public  revenue  are  stated  to 
be  outstanding,  issued  without  authority  of  law  ; 
claims  on  account  of  old  debts,  exceeding  in  the 
whole  £100,000,  still  hang  over  the  colony ;  a 
large  mass  of  old  land  clfums  remain  unsettled, 
as  It  is  alleged,  by  default  of  the  Government ; 
and  little  or  no  progress  has  been  made  towards 
setting  at  rest  disputes  arisuig  out  of  old  land 

5 rants  which,  it  is  feared,  may  give  rise  to  Native 
isturbances.  Not  only  is  there  difficulty  in  as- 
certaining the  extent  of  chaiges  on  the  territorial 
revenue  in  the  form  of  land  scrip ;  but  the  issue 
of  land  scrip  appears  to  be  without  any  effectual 
check,  control,  or  limit.  A  lai^e  percentage  of 
the  territorial  revenue  has  been  bargained  away 
to  the  Natives  without  legal  authority ;  public 
reserves  have  been  improperly  alienated  ;  the 
Native  reserves  are  without  regulation  by  law. 

"  To  sum  up  the  case,  the  whole  organiaation 

of  government  has  appcMured  to  this  House  in  a 

•ttto  of  weakness  and  disorder,  demanding  strong 

and  inmadiate  measures  both  for  restoring  it  to 

ifttfor  Aikinton 


healthy  and  vigorous  action,  and  for  adapting  ii 
to  the  recent  constitutional  changes. 

"  Under  existing  circumstances,  the  present 
officers  of  the  Executive  Government  cannot,  ia 
the  judgment  of  this  House,  continue  to  direct 
public  affairs  so  as  to  satisfy  the  colony  or  win 
the  confidence  of  the  Legislature.  They  have 
been  hitherto  merely  the  instruments  of  a  system 
of  arbitrary  rule,  nor  can  it  be  ei^Mcted  that 
officers,  under  whose  manageme^  disorders  and 
abuses  have  grown  up,  should  be  ready  and  pro- 
per instruments  for  correcting  them." 

That,  Sir,  b  the  state  in  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  left  the  colony  after  his  last  govern* 
ment — after  a  government  ^of  some  six  or  seven 
years.  It  is  always  interesting  to  compare  the 
promises  of  men  with  their  acUial  performaneet^ 
And  now  I  come  to  consider  the  financial  pro* 
posal  which  the  honorable  gentleman  submitted 
to  the  House  last  night.  Honorable  members  will 
see  at  a  glance  that  the  Statement  is  involved, 
inaccurate,  and  misleading.  You  have  only  to 
read  the  first  paragraph  and  you  will  see  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  not  yet  learned  to 
distinguish  between  the  Public  WoriLs  Account 
and  tne  consolidated  revenue ;  he  mixes  up  t^ 
tvro  in  such  a  way  that  nobody  can  form  a  dear 
idea  of  what  he  means.  And  yet  he  undertook  to 
throw  great  light  on  the  finances  of  the  country. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  learned  wisdom  by 
the  short  period  of  office  he  has  enjoyed.  .  He  haa 
evidently  restrained  the  undisciplmed  ardour  of 
his  chin,  because  we  all  remember  that,  when 
that  honorable  gentleman  proposed  that  we  should 
change  the  incidence  of  taxation  by  running  into 
the  Ministerial  room  for  a  few  minutes  and  bring- 
ing in  a  Bill,  he  at  the  same  time  said  that  his 
saw  his  way  to  immediately  reduce  the  public 
expenditure  by  £100,000.  But,  now  that  he  is 
in  power,  what  does  his  Colonial  Treasurer  say  P 
**  As  more  than  one-third  of  the  present  financial 
year  has  already  elapsed  " 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb.— Hear,  hear. 

Major  ATKINSON.^That  would  be  a  very  fair 
reason  for  taking  £33,000  off  the  £100,000,  and  I 
should  not  object  to  such  a  proposal;  but  it  is  to 
the  following  words  i  wish  to  call  the  attention  61 
the  House :  **  and  as  much  patient  inquiry  is  requi- 
site to  prevent  changes  and  reorganisation  of  this 
kind  becoming  mischievous,  and  even  dangerous 
to  the  public  service  "—he  will  do  what  ?'-**l  shall 
adopt  the  Estimates  of  my  predecessors."  There 
we  have  an  instance  of  the  large  difference  be- 
tween performances  and  promises.  The  Premier 
says  that  £100,000  can,  in  the  course  of  ^y^ 
minutes,  be  struck  off  the  Estimates;  but  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  wisely  found  out  that  there 
is  another  side  to  the  question.  Then  he  goes  on 
to  tell  us  that  he  has  a  great  objection  to  the 
present  system  of  finance.  I  wish  he  would  tdl 
us  what  the  present  system  of  finance  is  that  he 
objects  to.  I  shoidd  like  him  to  be  more  definite 
on  that  point,  for  then  I  should  not  have  to  set 
up  a  man  of  straw  to  knock  down,  bat  should 
have  some  argument  to  answer.  However,  the 
honorable  gentleman  tells  us  he  objects  to  the 
mtem.  I  ask,  What  is  the  system  he  objects  to  F 
Does  he  objeet  to  bwvowing  m«Mj  w  poUic 
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workt  P—for  thai  is  one  part  of  the  sTBtem.  No, 
8tr,  becauBe  he  propoeet  to  follow  our  foot- 
steps in  that  respect.  Does  he  object  to  bor- 
rowing money  to  consolidate  our  public  debts? 
Ko,  Sir,  because,  as  I  understand,  the  Premier — 
althcmgh  there  is  some  mysterj  in  their  finance 
at  thb  point — proposes  to  carry  through  the  In- 
scription of  Stock  Bill,  end  the  Treasurer  pro- 
posM  to  raise  a  loan  of  £4,000,000,  one-half  of 
which  is  for  the  purpose  of  consolidation.  So 
that  it  is  not  to  the  system  of  consolidation  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  objects.  Is  it  to  bor- 
lowing  in  aid  of  rerenue  ?  No,  Sir,  certainly  not, 
because,  whereas  I  proposed  to  borrow  £109,000 
and  charge  it  against  the  Otago  Land  Fund, 
the  honorable  gentleman  proposes  to  borrow 
£300,000  in  aid  of  the  eonsohdated  rerenue. 
What,  then,  is  the  system  to  which  the  honorable 
gantleman  objects  ?  I  hsTe  touched  upon  everr- 
thing  that  we  hare  been  doing,  and  I  should  like 
to  know  whatpart  of  the  system  it  is  to  which 
h«  objects.  We  now  come  to  another  paragraph. 
I  was  looking  at  the  Ck>lonial  Treasurer  the 
pther  day  when  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
ior  Totara  got  up  and  explained  the  desirability 
of  oonsideriug  another  mode  of  obtaining  sup- 

{lias  during  the  session  of  Parliament  tlun  by 
mprest  Supply  Bills;  and  I  was  yery  much 
gratified  by  the  eager  interest  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  displayeid.  It  was  evidently  a  new 
light ;  and  here  we  have  it  shadowed  forth  in  the 
Statement.  He  has  suddenly  woke  up  to  the 
net  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  GoTernment  to 
giTc  this  House  more  control  over  the  money 
by  calling  the  Assembly  together  some  weeks 
eariier,  or  by  altering  the  financial  year.  But 
has  the  honorable  gentleman  erer  thought  over 
what  the  consequence  of  that  would  be  ?  Does 
he  know  that  it  was  tried  only  a  couple  of  years 
•go,  and  failed?  Does  he  not  know  that  it 
must  necessitate  this :  that  the  House  will  have  to 
be  content  to  wait  for  some  months  for  the  Finan- 
cial Statement,  and,  as  u  done  in  the  Imperial 
Pariiament,  vote  the  Estimates  irrespective  of 
tbat  Statement,  or  that  the  Statement  will  have 
to  be  based  on  estimates  only  for  one  quarter  of 
the  year  and  on  actual  facts  for  the  other  three 
onarters — that  is  to  say,  we  shall  have  to  assimi- 
£ue  oar  practice  to  that  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment ?  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  that  will  never 
be  consented  to  by  this  House  so  long  as  our  public 
works  are  of  such  great  magnitude  as  compared 
with  our  ordinary  rerenue.  We  all  know  that 
this  House  invarmbly  refuses  to  go  on  with  the 
ordinary  Estimates,  or  with  any  finance  at  all,  till 
it  has  had  the  Financial  Statement  placed  before 
it,  and  for  this  reason :  that,  whereas  in  Sng- 
laad  the  finance  is  the  ordinary  expenditure  of 
the  country,  here  the  real  finance  is  the  expendi- 
ture we  make  upon  public  works  out  of  loan.  If 
the  prc^KMal  is  carried  out,  that  honorable  sentle- 
nan  will  have  to  do  what  Sir  Julius  Yogel  tried 
to  do  the  year  before  last — namely,  make  his  state- 
■lant  upon  estimate  for  one  quarter,  and  actual 
tiraosaetions  for  three  quarters.  I  counsel  the 
iMnorable  gentleman  not  to  try  it.  If  he  likes 
fte  do  so»  the  House  will  not  object ;  but  I  am 
'  I  it  will  hs  a  failure.    It  is  a  matter 


I  have  necessarily  thought  out  rery  fully,  and 
I  believe  it  would  be  a  very  good  plan  if  we 
could  get  the  House  to  consent  to  it ;  but  I  say 
the  House  will  never  consent  to  it  so  long  as. 
our  public  works  are  so  important  a  part  of  our 
finance.  It  u  unnecessary  for  me  to  refer  to  the 
Treasury  bills,  as  I  have  already  dealt  vith  that 
part  of  the  subject ;  and  I  now  come  to  the 
question  of  the  provincial  liabilities  and  the  Sup-^ 
plemenCary  Estimates,  which  I  propose  to  treat  at 
the  same  time.  Here,  I  must  confess,  I  am  in  a 
perfect  maze.  I  have  read  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's Statement,  and  I  have  thought  sometimes 
that  I  must  really  know  nothing  about  this  ac- 
count. At  any  rate,  it  is  quite  clear  that  either 
the  honorable  gentleman  or  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it.  Let  the  House  judge  between 
us.    The  honorable  gentleman  says, — 

"Up  to  the  30th  June  last  the  sum  of 
£237,500  had  been  advanced  from  loan  to  meet 
payment  of  provincial  liabilities;  and  there  ex- 
isted on  that  date,  orerdrafts  at  the  bank  on 
Provincial  Account,  the  sum  of  £105,888,  or  an 
aggregate  sum  of  £343,388" — why  he  should 
add  the  liability  to  the  expenditure  in  this  case 
I  do  not  know — *•  which  total  may  be  reduced  by 
£45,888,  bein^  the  amount  of  balances  in  hand 
to  meet  liabilities  on  Provincial  Account;  thus 
leaving  still  unsupported  the  sum  of  £297,500." 

I  want  to  know  what "  unsupported"  means,  for 
I  confers  that  I  am  utterly  incompetent  to  under- 
stand it.  £237,500  of  the  amount  having  been 
actually  paid  some  months  ago,  what  support  can 
it  want?  I  trust  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
explain  to  us  what  he  means.  The  truth  is,  this 
£105,888  has  no  business  there  at  all :  it  b  quite 
meaningless.  He  has  included  it  in  the  next  para- 
graph in  the  outstanding  liabilities  of  £279,766, 
and  why  he  now  puts  it  into  this  paragraph  I 
cannot  tell.  The  £237,500  is  the  expenditure 
actually  made  out  of  loan  between  1st  January 
and  30th  June  last ;  the  £105,888  is  the  amount 
of  provincial  overdrafts  outstanding  on  the  30th 
June.  Apparently  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
not  been  travelling  on  an  even  enough  track — 
to  use  his  own  expression  —  and  is  going  to 
travel  on  one  still  more  rugged ;  and  so  it 
seems.  He  says,  *' There  are  known  to  be,  at 
the  date  on  which  I  am  now  speaking,  still 
further  liabilities  on  Provincial  Account  out- 
standing amounting  to  £279,766."  But  that 
includes  the  overdraft.  If  the  honorable  g^[itle- 
man  will  turn  \<y  the  Provincial  Liabilities  Ac- 
count, he  will  see  that  it  is  so.  Then  he  goes  on 
to  say  that  this  is  «  reducible  by  about  £30,000" 
— he  is  right  there—'*  due  from  Land  Fund  and 
other  sources,  leaving  a  total  to  be  provided  for 
in  some  manner  of  £249,766."  Now,  Sir,  the 
position  of  the  Provincial  Liabilities  Account  is 
this :  Last  year  I  asked  for  authority  to  raise 
£250,000  out  of  loan  to  meet  provincial  Liabilities 
coming  in  for  payment  between  the  Ist  January 
and  tl^  30th  June  last.  There  was  actually  paid 
out  of  that  amount,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
stated,  £237,000  up  to  the  30th  June.  I  esti- 
HUited  the  outstanding  provincial  liabilities  at 
£227,000  on  the  30lli  June  last.  I  had  not  then 
jcecoTsd  the  report  of  the  Provincial  Auditor  of 
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Otago,  and  could  only  make  a  rongh  rstimate  for 
that  province.  Therefore,  in  nskin^  the  House  to 
make  provision  to  meet  Mio  whole  of  the  provincial 
liabilities,  I  a^ked  for  £259,000,  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  £2,000,000  the  late  Government  proposed 
to  raise,  us  will  be  seen  in  reference  to  my  Finan- 
cial Stot-ement,  in  order  lo  have  a  safe  balance 
to  cover  all  possible  contingencies.  I  state  now, 
again,  most  distinct  Ij,  that  that  amount  pro- 
Tided  for  everj  species  of  provincial  liability 
then  outstanding  or  whict  ought  to  be  out- 
standing at  tlie  present  time.  Every  provincial 
liability  then  outstanding  was  provided  for  by 
that  amount,  and  yet  those  honorable  gentle- 
men have  told  the  House  and  the  country  that 
there  are  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  £200,000 
not  provided  for.  I  am  now  giving  a  history 
of  the  matter,  which  those  honorable  gentlemen 
have  failed  to  do,  and  therein  have  failed  in 
their  duty.  Before  I  left  office,  as  I  pointed 
out  in  the  Financial  Statement  which  I  had  the  }, 
honor  to  make  in  this  House,  I  had  prepared  a 
list  of  all  outstanding  provincial  liabilities,  to- 

gsther  with  unexpended  votes  of  the  Provincial 
ouncils — the  unexpended  votes  which  were  in 
no  way  liabilities  whatever.  I  will  tell  the  House 
the  history  of  those  enormous  votes  for  Ota^ro. 
The  honomble  gentleman  now  the  Minister  for 
Lands  when  Superintendent  of  Otago  had  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  late  Government  as  to  his 
large  estimate  of  revenue,  which  he  put  down  at 
£400,000  for  nine  months,  I  think.  I  am  speak- 
ing from  memory,  and  liave  not  seen  the  papers 
upon  the  subject  for  fully  a  year,  so  that  if  I 
am  wrong  the  honorable  gentleman  will  correct 
me.  After  some  correspondence  with  the  Go- 
vernment, that  amount  was  reduced  by  about 
£100,000,  and  votes  were  taken  then,  w'hich  are 
now  under  consideration  and  unexpended,  upon 
this  condition,  and  this  condition  only :  that 
land  was  to  be  sold  to  meet  them.  There  was 
never  the  slightest  idea  that  these  votes  were 
to  become  burdens  upon  the  colony.  Such  a 
thing  was  never  for  one  moment  entertained  by 
any  one.  That,  Sir.  is  the  history  of  the  Otago 
TOtes.  This  list — which  the  honor^ible  gentleman, 
without  consideration,  took  up  and  sent  down  to 
the  House  as  provincial  liabilities — was  prepared, 
as  I  told  the  House  in  my  Statement,  to  enable 
the  late  Government  to  determine  which  of  these 
Tot-es,  in  justice  to  the  outlying  districts,  should 
be  submitted  for  the  favourable  consideration  of 
this  House.  We  had  that  list  prepared  with 
the  view  of  considering  in  Cabinet  what  votes 
we  should  submit  for  the  approval  of  the  House  ; 
but  we  had  never  any  idea  of  sending  them  down 
as  they  were  there.  They  had  never  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Cabinet,  and  we  had  no  idea  of 
proposing  that  they  should  be  charged  against 
tho  consolidated  revenue  merely  because  Otago 
had  chosen  to  vot-e  enormous  sums  beyond  its 
revenue,  to  the  detriment  of  Auckland  and  other 
provinces — Auckland  especially,  which  had  kept 
within  its  means.  Yet  those  honorable  gentle- 
men, knowing  all  this — or,  if  they  did  not  know  it, 
they  should  have  known  it — come  down  and  tell 
this  House  that  wo  have  neglected  to  make  pro- 
Tision  for  this  £200,000  for  items  which,  without 
Major  Atkinson 


a  shadow  of  reafon,  they  call  provincial  liabilities. 
They  are  no  more  piovincinl  liabilities  than  any 
votes  we  have  to  consider  this  session,  and  upon 
whirh  no  action  has  been  tnken,  are  colonial  lis* 
bititief.  "We  are  absolutely  free  to  reject  one  and 
all,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  reject  the  majnrity 
of  tho^e  of  Otago  unless  they  are  made  a  local 
charge  upon  the  Land  Fund.  We  should  not  bo 
justified  one  moment  in  voting  these  items  unlesi 
they  are  locally  charged,  or  equivalent  votes  taken 
for  the  other  provinces.  And  here  I  would  oaU 
the  attention  of  the  Auckland  people  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government.  There  will  come  a  time,  at 
there  was  before,  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  be  known  in  his  true  character. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW.— What  about  Nelson? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Nelson  has  much  less 
than  its  share.  I  will  explain  any  point  the  honor- 
able gentleman  may  desire  at  the  proper  time. 
;I  am  going  to  call  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
Auckland  to  the  conduct  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government.  No  doubt 
at  the  present  time  it  is  a  thankless  task,  but,  like 
many  other  up-hill  works  that  have  good  in  tlicir 
nature,  it  will  bear  fruit  in  its  time.  I  have 
known  the  time  when  the  people  of  Auckland 
had  a  pretty  accurate  estimate  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  I  have  not  the  lea^t  doubt  that 
they  will  take  a  true  measure  of  him  again  before 
many  months  are  over.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  been  calling  out  for  justice  to  Auckland. 
His  constant  cry  has  been,  "  Why  don't  you 
give  Auckland  her  dues?"  But  now  that  ha 
has  the  power,  what  has  he  done  ?  He  has  put 
down  £246,000  for  Otago,  and  £8,000  for  Auck- 
land.  Otago  had  alr^y  received  £100,000, 
and  Auckland  £10,000.  So  that  £350,000,  in 
round  •numbers,  was  to  be  given  to  Otago,  and 
Auckland  was  to  get  justice  by  receiving  £18,000. 
Sir,  I  ^-ant  to  know  why  the  honorable  gentle- 
man did  not  think  about  this  when  the  ques- 
tion was  before  the  Cabinet.  I  cannot  suppose 
these  things  were  sent  down  without  considera- 
tion, because  those  honorable  gentlemen  have 
come  in  to  set  everytliing  right.  We  might 
have  made  a  slip,  but  those  honorable  gentlemen 
are  far  above  such  weaknesses.  Everything  tbej 
do  is  well-considered,  and  done  with  a  set  and 
just  purpose.  I  want  to  know  why  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  in  dealing  with  these  provincial 
liabilities,  has  not  endeavoured  to  get  that  justire 
for  Auckland  for  which  he  has  been  so  loudlj 
calling.  I  must  read  the  last  paragraph  relat- 
ing to  these  provincial  liabilities,  because  it  if 
so  absolutely  contrary  to  fact.  The  honorable 
gentleman  says,  "From  the  Statement  of  the 
Inte  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  House  will  have  seen 
that  there  remain  no  available  balances  from 
loans  upon  which  I  can  pretend  permanentlj  to 
charge  any  of  these  pavments" — "these  pay- 
ments" being  provincial  liabilities.  Now  I  liava 
shown  that  haft  of  the  provincial  liabiUties  liave 
actually  been  paid  out  of  loans,  and,  out  of  the 
£2,000,000  loan  which  I  submitted  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  House,  £259,000  was  provided  for 
this  year — that  is,  moro  than  sufficient  to  cover 
the   whole  of  them  at   present  remaining  oil- 
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paid.  Then,  what  does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man mean  by  telling  this  House  that  there  is 
no  available  fund  upon  which  ho  could  charge 
these  liabilities?  Sir,  every  one  of  them  was 
amply  provided  for.  We  come  now  to  the  main 
feature  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  finance.  He 
is  going  to  set  the  world  right  at  last.  He  has 
found  that,  if  he  takes  the  Land  Fund,  if  he 
**  robs  Canterbury,"  to  put  it  in  the  words  of  the 
Premier,  of  a  sufficient  amount,  he  can  balance 
his  accounts ;  but  I  intend  to  show  that  he  hns 
entirely  failed  in  the  proposals  which  lie  has 
submiited  to  make  both  ends  meet  this  year 
except  by  borrowing  largely  in  aid  of  consoli- 
dated revenue.  He  proposes  to  attain  two  ob- 
jects by  the  generalization  of  the  Land  Fund — 
to  equalize  the  accounts,  and  to  give  confidence 
to  the  English  money-lender.  Mow  let  us  see 
bow  he  proceeds  to  cany  out  these  objects. 
There  is,  I  may  remark,  a  small  discrepancy  of 
iS150,000,  but  that,  I  suppose,  is  a  comparatively 
trivial  error  in  a  Financial  Statement  emanating 
from  the  honorable  gentleman,  which  is  supposea 
to  be  absolutely  correct.  In  his  statement  of  our 
estimate  of  Land  Fund,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man tells  us  that  the  late  GK>vemment  estimated 
the  Land  Fund  at  £743,(HK>.  The  estimate  of  the 
late  Government,  Sir,  was  £890.000,  and  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  turn  to  my  Statement 
he  will  find  it  there.  He  has  taken,  not  the 
Land  Fund,  but  the  land  sales ;  but  he  is  deal- 
ing with  the  Land  Fund,  and  not-  the  land  sales 
only.  That  discrepancy  is,  of  course,  a  venial 
offence  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  gentlemen, 
who  are  of  necessity  absolutely  accurate. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— I  said  "land  sales"  in  my 
Statement. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man must  excuse  me  if  I  am  in  error.  I  take  the 
honorable  member's  own  Statement — the  corrected 
Statement— and  I  find,  in  a  para^^raph  headed 
**  Land  Fund — its  Present  Position,"  these  words : 
**  The  Land  Fund  this  year,  I  feel  pleasure  in  * 
saying,  will  be  largely  in  excess  of  the  sum  esti- 
mated by  the  late  GK)vernment.  Their  estimate 
was  £748,000."  I  should  be  sorry  to  misrepre- 
sent the  honorable  gentleman,  but  I  wish  to  point 
oat  that  he  had  no  business  to  deal  with  the  land 
sales  only,  because  he  is  dealing  with  the  Land 
Fond.  However,  this  may  be  a  new  light.  It  may 
be  that  he  is  going  to  deal  with  the  land  sales, 
and  not  with  the  Land  Fund.  If  that  is  so,  the 
House,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  like  to  know  it. 
Now  let  us  look  at  the  proposals  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  As  I  said,  he  proposes  generally  to 
accept  my  estimate  of  revenue  and  expenditure. 
It  is  known  to  you.  Sir,  that,  in  order  to  balance 
the  revenue  and  expenditure,  I  proposed  to  take 
from  the  Land  Fund  of  Otago  and  Canterbury 
the  sum  of  £167,000.  It  is  also  known  that, 
through  striking  out  the  capitation  clauses  of 
the  Education  Bill,  the  revenue  will  lose  about 
£30,000,  so  that  that  also  has  to  be  provided. 
In  round  numbers,  there  is  to  be  provided  a  sum 
of  £200,000,  in  order  to  arrive  at,  what  the  honor- 
able gentleman  and  all  of  us  desire,  an  equili- 
brium of  accounts:  that  is  to  say,  to  use  the 
honorable  gentleman's  homely  language,  we  shall 


require  that  sum  "to  make  both  ends  meet." 
Lot  us  see  how  he  proposes  to  do  it ;  and  here 
^in  I  will  take  his  own  figures.  He  tells  the 
House  that  the  land  revenue  for  this  year  is  to 
amount  to  a  million  of  money.  I  do  not  ques- 
tion whether  that  is  right  or  wrong.  He  says 
that  the  Land  Fund  is  to  amount  to  £1,000,000. 
I  accept  that  statement  for  the  purposes  of  my 
argument.  He  does  not  propose  to  generalize 
the  Land  Fund  until  the  1st  January.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  has  told  us  that,  up  to  the 
30th  September  last.  Land  Fund  to  the  amount 
of  £542,231  had  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 
Well,  it  will  not  require  a  very  great  stretch  of 
imagination  to  suppjse  that  by  the  Ist  January 
there  will  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury 
another  £100,000.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  a 
great  deal  more,  but  I  am  taking  the  figures 
of  ray  honorable  friend.  Well,  then,  we  shall 
be  in  this  position :  By  the  1st  January,  of  the 
million  estimated  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
we  shall  have  received  £650,000 ;  so  that  of 
the  Land  Fund  this  year  there  will  go  into  the 
colonial  chest  £350,000.  But  of  that  amount  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  to  localize  £70,000, 
that  is,  20  per  cent.,  so  that  the  actual  receipts  of 
the  Colonial  Treasury  will  be  £280,000.  But,  Sir, 
the  permanent  charges  upon  the  Land  Fund  for 
the  six  months  from  the  1st  January  to  the  30th 
June  amount  to  £322,000 :  that  is  half  of  the 
permanent  charges,  which  amount  to  £643,000. 
Therefore  the  honorable  gentleman  will  receive 
£280,000  from  the  Land  Fund,  and  he  will  have 
to  pay  £320,000 ;  so  that,  in  order  to  cover  a  de« 
ficit  which  he  ^as  caused  through  not  following 
the  finance  I  submitted,  he  will  have  to  meet  an 
extra  deficit  of  £40,000.  Sir,  I  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  h6w  he  is  going  to  do  it.  I  coll  upon 
him  to  tell  the  Houso  that,  when  he  makes  his 
reply.  H  I  did  not  know  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  so  straightforward,  and  was  going 
to  let  us  have  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but 
the  truth,  I  should  have  thought  he  was  rather 
concealing  what  he  meant  to  do.  When  I  turn  to 
the  end  of  his  Statement  I  find  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  proposes  to  raise  £300,000  in  aid 
of  the  consolidated  revenue  nominally  to  repay 
public  works ;  but  this  transaction  really  means 
aiding  the  consolidated  revenue  to  that  amount. 
Is  that  the  way  the  honorable  gentleman  is  going 
to  meet  his  deficit? — because  that  is  the  only 
possible  way  under  the  present  Statement.  He 
was  exceedingly  angry  and  wroth  with  me  for 
proposing  to  raise  £109,000  against  the  Otago 
Land  Fund.  I  hare  shown  that  he  has  got 
to  meet  a  deficit  of  £240,000  this  year  after 
taking  the  Land  Fund  -os  proposed,  and  the 
only  possible  way  of  doing  so  under  this  State- 
ment is  by  rabing  the  £300,000  by  loan  direct 
in  aid  of  the  consolidated  revenue.  And  this 
is  the  Government  which  is  going  to  do  away 
with  all  borrowing  in  aid  of  the  consolidated 
revenue  by  taking  the  Land  Fund.  The  Land 
Fund,  in  order  to  make  a  balance  of  accounts, 
must  amount  in  this  year  to  £1,800,000.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  were  to  obtain  £650,000 
during  the  next  half-year,  then  he  would  nearly 
get  a  balance.    But,  of  course,  I  am  arguing  on 
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the  figures  with  which  he  has  eupplied  us,  tnd 
these  figures  are  what  we  are  bound  to  take  as  the 
probable  outcome  of  the  year's  rerenue.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  very  curious  and  apparently  con- 
tradictory statements  the  honorable  gentleman 
makes  with  regard  to  taking  the  Land  Fund :  I 
hare  accepted  it  as  a  fact  that  he  means  to  do  so. 
I  find,  however,  that  there  is  a  great  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  his  real  meaning.  I  have  read 
over  very  carefully  those  three  paragraphs  in  re- 
ference to  the  Land  Fund,  and  hare  consulted 
with  other  honorable  gentlemen  who  read  them 
OTer  carefully  ;  but  none  of  us  come  to  the  same 
conclusion.  It  appears  to  me  that  he  proposes  to 
generalize  the  Land  Fund  by  localizing  it  He 
proposes  to  give  20  per  cent,  to  the  district-s,  and 
he  proposes  to  sperid  the  other  80  per  cent,  in 
the  io<»lities  in  which  it  is  raised.  I  do  not 
know  if  that  is  the  proposal,  but  I  hope,  at 
any  rate,  if  it  is  not,  that  he  will  put  it  in  a 
little  clearer  light  when  he  replies.  But,  Sir, 
the  honorable  gentleman  says  that,  if,  after  due 
consideration,  the  Government  should  find  that 
the  interests  of  the  colony  necessitate  it,  they  are 
prepared  to  undertake  the  main  roads  of  the 
-cotony.  Well,  that  may  be  rery  desirable.  I 
know  one  or  two  counties  that  would  be  Tery 
glad  indeed  to  have  the  main  roads  taken  over 
immediately ;  but  has  the  honorable  gentleman 
really  considered  what  this  means?  It  means 
something  like  an  extra  deficit  of  lialf-a-million 
of  mone^.  And  yet  the  honorable  gentleman 
talks  of  it  in  this  off-hand  manner.  Having  al- 
ready, by  his  mode  of  taking  the  Land  Fund  for 
tbs  half-year,  caused  a  larger  deficit,  he  proposes 
to  take  over  the  maintenance  of  main  rx)ads, 
if  advisable.  If  advisable,  Sir!  I  can  tell  the 
honorable  gentleman  he  will  very  soon  find  that  it 
is  unavoidable.  If  he  gives  such  a  hint  aa  that 
to  the  counties,  he  will  have  such  pressure  put 
upon  him  as  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  re- 
sist :  and  where,  then,  will  be  the  equilibrium  of 
finance  ?  Tbe  honorable  gentleman.  Sir,  says  he 
is  going  to  do  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  reduction 
of  departmental  expenditure.  But  he  is  going 
to  put  off  doing  so  for  the  present.  Now,  although 
the  Premier  has  told  us  that  he  could  put  his 
finger  exactly  on  the  places  where  the  reouctions 
could  be  made  to  the  extent  of  £100,000,  when 
he  is  put  to  the  test  he  proposes  to  take  time 
daring  the  recess  to  consider  it.  But  he  is  going 
to  do  a  great  work  by  reducing  Ministers'  salaries. 
Well,  I  confess  1  have  an  utter  contempt  for  such 
a  proposal  It  means  this  :  that  the  Government 
of  the  colony  is  to  be  given  over  to  adventurer*,  or 
to  men  of  considerable  property.  I  say  that  you 
cannot  obtain  for  the  proposed  salary  tbe  class 
of  roan  that  this  House  lias  a  right  to  demand, 
unless  he  is  a  rich  man.  I  appeal  to  the  experi- 
ence of  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  been  Minis- 
ters, whether  any  one  of  them  did  not  go  back  a 
considerably  poorer  man  than  when  he  took  ofilce. 
I  apjieal  to  any  Minister  who  has  been  in  office, 
and  I  say  that  that  is  an  absolute  fact.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  doubts  it,  let  him  have  a 
Committee,  and  examine  past  Ministers.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  come  up  to  be  examined.  And 
here,  Sir,  in  the  item  now  under  consideration  I 
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find  another  little  inaccuracy.  It  is  desirable  to 
point  it  out,  not  that  it  is  material,  but  because* 
we  are  supposed  to  have  nothing  but  what  is  ab- 
solutely accurate  in  this  Statement.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  says  that  the  Public  Acoounto 
Committee  reported  on  the  adyisability  of  selling 
the  **  Hinemoa."  Sir,  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee hare  never  made  any  report  on  the  aub- 
ject.  The  Weather  Reporting  Committee  made 
a  report ;  but  they  recommended,  not  that  she 
should  be  sold,  but  that  she  should  be  kept.  I, 
for  one,  as  a  North  Island  man,  should  exceed- 
ingly regret  to  see  that  steamer  sold.  I  look 
upon  the  possession  of  the  "  Hinemoa  "  as  a  mat- 
ter of  insurance,  as  I  look  upon  the  necessi^  of 
maintaining  a  certain  number  of  Armed  Con- 
stabulai7  in  the  North  Island.  I  say  the  Go- 
vernment will  be  doing  a  great  wrong,  both  as 
regards  the  population  of  the  North  Island  and 
as  regards  the  possibility  of  great  disasters  in 
connection  with  the  lighthouses,  if  they  do  not 
keep  within  their  own  authority  a  steamer  ready 
for  any  emergency.  I  may  state  that  when  we 
were  building  a  lighthouse  at  the  Brothers,  before 
we  got  the  "  Stelu^"  we  were  actually  obliged  to 
abandon  the  work,  because  we  could  not  find  m 
steamer  to  go  there  for  love  or  money.  W« 
had  to  go  and  beg  the  owners  of  a  steamer  to 
take  off  the  men,  who  were  in  danger  of  starving 
there.  Our  request  was  granted,  not  in  the  vray 
of  business,  but  rather  out  of  humanity.  I  say 
it  is  absolutely  absurd  to  permit  such  a  state  of 
things  to  occur  again.  Then  we  come  to  railway 
management.  I  am  not  going  to  enter  upon  thi^ 
question  now,  but  I  would  point  oat  to  the  honors 
able  gentleman  that  here  he  is  also  apparently  in 
the  greatest  darkness.  He  looks  forward  to  an 
early  report  from  the  Railway  Committee.  But 
that  Committee  reported  on  the  6th  November ; 
their  report  was  laid  on  the  table  a  fortnight  ago^ 
and.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  was  a  member 
of  that  Committee.  So  tnorouehlv  has  the  honor- 
able gentleman  mastered  the  details  of  his  depart- 
ment ;  BO  thoroughly  has  be  watcfied  the  organi- 
zation, and  considered  the  great  reforms  be  vrae 
going  to  introduce !  Now  I  come  to  the  questioii 
of  the  loan.  The  honorable  gentleman  proposes 
to  raise  a  four  million  loan.  I  would  like  to  know 
why.  Is  the  honorable  gentleman  going  on  with 
the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  P  If  so,  then  a  four 
million  loan  is  unnecessarr.  He  cannot  possibly 
want  more  than  two  millions  and  a  half.  Even 
supposing  he  should  persuade  this  House — which 
I  do  not  think  he  will — to  vote  those  provincial 
liabilities  as  they  now  stand,  he  could  not  want 
more  than  that  amount.  If  he  wishes  to  fund 
the  Treasury  bills,  it  will  be  a  much  simpler  pro- 
cess to  do  so  directly  under  the  Inscnption  of 
Stock  Bill  than  to  raise  the  money  as  an  ordinary 
loan,  and  then  at  considerable  extra  cost  to  in- 
scribe it  afterwards.  Here  I  would  like  to  call 
attention  to  a  paragraph  which,  I  must  confess,  I 
read  with  very  great  pain  indeed,  because  it  is 
absolutely  at  variance  with  fact.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  The  practice  of  concealing — perhaps  uninten- 
tionally— ^the  amount  of  the  colonial  indebtedness 
by  the  issue  of  Treasuiy  bills  and  the  rainng  of 
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temponiiT'  loans  in  the  colonies,  hms  an  effect 
even  worse  than  imposing  directly  on  the  Home 
creditor.  It  enooursf^es  tbe  people  of  this  colony 
to  fkncy  their  liabilities  to  m  smaller  than  thej 
really  are,  and  to  agitate  for  a  greater  expendi- 
ture than  the  colony  can  afford.  Fuller  details  of 
these  questions  will  be  given  when  the  Loan  Bill 
is  broaght  down." 

Now,  I  caU  upon  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
produce  a  single  Financial  Statement  for  the  last 
seren  years  in  which  the  whole  of  our  indebted- 
neM  ill  Treasury  bills,  in  advances,  or  in  any 
form,  is  not  fully  set  forth  and  summed  up,  and 
the  whole  amount  treated  as  a  liability  of  the 
colony.  If  he  cannot  do  that,  let  him  get  up  nt 
once  and  retract  the  statement.  I  further  coll 
upon  him  to  show  a  single  statement  by  any 
public  man  of  the  colony,  in  which  the  question 
of  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  has  been  dis- 
cussed, where  it  hns  not  invariably  been  the 
practice  to  include  Treasury  bills  and  every  other 
uability  for  which  the  colony  was  indebted.  I 
call  upon  him  to  show  a  nngle  instance.  As 
for  concealing,  I  say  that  the  public  men  of  the 
eolonj,  instmd  of  ooncf aling,  have  endeavoured 
upon  every  occasion  rather  to  exaggerate  than 
to  diminish  the  public  debt.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  tunis  to  any  Financial  Statement,  or 
to  tbe  annual  volume  of  statistics,  he  will  find 
all  the  fscts  set  forth.  Then,  I  ask,  what  does 
the  honorable  gentleman  mean  by  malting  such 
a  statement  in  his  place  as  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  ?  I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  turn 
to  the  volume  of  Statietics,  or  to  Table  A  in 
every  Financial  Statement,  and  he  will  there  see 
the  true  indebtedness  of  the  colony,  including 
Treasury  bills  and  advances,  as  well  as  longdated 
bonds.  It  is  aho  stated  in  the  body  of  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  Then  how  is  it  possible  for  the 
Engli«b  creditor,  or  any  person  in  the  colony, 
to  be  misled  in  this  matter?  I  say  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  the  colony  do  not  dis- 
tinguish between  Treasury  bills  and  the  other 
indebtedness  of  the  colony.  They  always  look 
upon  the  indebtedness  as  one,  and  are  indif- 
ferent as  to  the  bonds  under  which  the  money 
hms  been  borrowed.  Sir,  I  have  shown  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  not  only  failed  to  make 
op  the  de&it  caused  by  his  rejection  of  my  pro- 
posals by  taking  the  X>and  Fund,  but  that  he 
has  even  succeeded  in  increasing  the  deficit  by 
£40,000.  But,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
another  object  in  view  in  generalixing  the  Land 
Fund:  he  also  desires  to  reassure  the  English 
creditor  —  the  English  money-lender.  Now,  I 
will  ask  honorable  gentleii  en  to  turn  to  page  12 
of  the  Statement,  Table  1,  to  see  the  mode  by 
which  he  proposes  to  reassure  the  English  creditor. 
And  this.  Sir,  is  tbe  way  in  which  he  proceeds  to 
carry  out  so  desirable  an  object :  He  shows  that 
after  taking  all  the  Land  Fund,  and  after  pro- 
Tiding  for  what  he  is  pleased  to  term  ordinary  ex- 
feidiiure— though  he  ought  to  know,  and  must 
now,  that  tome  £7CO,0CO  of  what  he  has  put 
down  is  not  ordinary  expenditure  in  any  sense 
of  tbe  term,  although  any  one  not  acquainted 
with  the  colonial  accounts  would  be  led  to  sup- 
pose so  from  finding  it  so  slated  by  the  Coloniial 
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Treasurer— he  has  got  a  deficit  of  £711,000.  Thie 
then.  Sir,  is  his  way  of  reassuring  the  English 
creditor  by  proving,  by  means  of  an  absolutely 
false  account,  that  we  have  a  deficit,  after  taking 
the  whole  of  the  Land  Fund,  of  £711,000.  Sir, 
this  is  indeed  good  security  upon  which  to  found 
further  borrowing.  I  should  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  borrow  any  amount 
upon  that  security.  Now  let  us  examine  some 
of  the  details  of  this  statement  of  expenditure. 
In  it  he  includes — "Supplementary  Estimates: 
Consolidated  Fund,  £112,000."  He  ought  to 
know  that  included  in  that  amount  of  £112,000 
is  £64,000  of  liabilities,  and  that  that  amount 
is  already  taken  off  in  striking  the  balance  of 
£148,000,  the  surplus  with  which  we  began  the 
year,  and  which  surplus  tbe  honorable  gentle* 
man  has  accepted  as  correct,  for  he  uses  it  in 
this  table.  Sir,  I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman 
whether  he  knows  that  he  has  committed  this 
error.  If  he  does  not,  I  say  he  ought  to  know 
it.  Then  I  will  ask  him  if  it  is  honest  and 
straightforward  to  put  down  the  so-called  pro* 
vincial  liabilities  of  £615,000  in  this  account 
at  all,  having  no  intention  whatever  of  making 
it  a  charge  against  the  revenue  of  this  year. 
Sir,  was  it  ever  contemplated  by  this  House  that 
the  provincial  liabilities  should  be  met  out  of 
revenue?  Does  the  honorable  gentleman  himself 
contemplate  meeting  them  in  that  wayP  Doea 
any  one  b^eve  for  a  moment  that  it  is  possible 
to  make  them  a  charge  acrainst  the  consolidated 
revenue  ?  If  the  honorable  gentleman  meant  to 
make  them  a  charge  against  the  consolidated 
revenue  he  ought  to  have  told  us  so,  and  he 
ought  to  show  us  how  he  is  going  to  make  up  tho 
deficit  of  £711,000,  as  shown  by  this  table.  But, 
Sir,  supposing  the  honorable  gentleman  did  really 
propose  to  make  this  £615,000  a  charge  against 
the  revenue,  he  was  bound  to  have  told  the 
House,  aud  taken  credit  for  the  following  itoma 
which  are  assets,  against  this  sum  : — 
From  Ck>nto1idftted  Fund,  nnder  "  Provia- 
cial  Public  Works  Advanoes  Aot.']67i"... 
Balance  of  Loan,  jff26O.00O,  voted  last  vear 
Beoeivable  flrom  the  Tmst  and  Loaa  Ooau 


£4,000 
11,600 


paoy  ...           ...           ...           ...           ...  441,000 

From  Canterbnry  Bailwaj  Beaewal  Fand  SS.715 

Bedaimed  Land,  Wellington       100,000 

Miscellaneoaa  resouroei               ...           ...  8,000 

itfiee.SlS 
But,  Sir,  I  suppose  that  these  are  trifles  benettth 
the  coufideralion  of  the  honorable  gentleman— al- 
though he  hns  undertaken  to  set  the  finances  before 
I  lie  country  wii  h  absolute  accuracy.  So  much  for 
Table  No.  1  :  let  us  now  look  at  Table  No.  2. 
In  that  I  think  I  perceive  the  work  of  the  Hon. 
the  Premier.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but,  at  any 
rate,  it  is  uncommonly  like  his  i^ork  to  calculate 
the  daily  rate  of  receipts  and  of  expenditure. 
Did  any  Treasurer  ever  make  out  such  a  State- 
ment before  ?  What  can  be  its  object  P  fir,  I 
dare  not  say ;  but  that  it  must,  if  it  has  any 
( ffect  at  all,  deceive  and  mihlead  the  public  is 
certain  ;  for  any  one  would  suppose,  when  told 
by  tbe  Colonial  Treasurer  that  our  daily  expendi- 
ture exceeded  our  receipts  by  £1,900  a  day,  that 
nothing  would  be  included  in  the  expenditure 
except  recurring  expenditure;   whereas  in  thii 
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case  provincial  liabilities  are  included  to  the 
extent  of  £615,000,  and  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates which  have  been  already  provided  for.  I 
dare  say  the  next  thine  the  honomble  gentle- 
man will  do  will  be  to  calculate  how  many  pounds 
we  spend  in  each  minute.  I  say  it  is  a  very 
serious  thing  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  —  the 

Gentleman  responsible  to  this  House  for  the 
nances  of  the  colony — to  put  forth  such  a  state- 
ment as  that.  I  will  say  nothing  more  than  that 
I  think  it  exceedingly  wrong  in  a  person  in  his 
position  to  act  as  he  has  done  in  this  matter. 
The  Cash  Balances  Account,  as  shown  on  pages 
10  and  11  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  Statement,  i» 
also  misleading.  It  is  an  account  which  is  pre- 
pared for  the  Treasurer  weekly,  and  can  only  be 
understood  by  those  having  the  key.  I  would 
ask  what  the  public  would  understand  on  being 
told  that  there  was  a  debit  balance  in  London 
of  £207,776,  and  a  credit  balance  in  the  colony 
of  £437,896,  and  saw  one  subtracted  from  the 
other  in  the  account.  They  would  naturally  think 
that  there  was  only  a  cash  credit  of  £230,120. 
Nobody  can  understand  the  account  unless  he  is 
acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  this  account 
is  worked.  I  say  that  the  debit  balance  which 
is  said  to  exi^t  in  London  is  merely  an  imaginary 
balance.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  account.  We 
have  £800,000  worth  of  guaranteed  debentures 
in  London,  and  our  London  Agents  are  instructed 
to  raise  money  on  them  from  time  to  time  to 
meet  our  requirements.  The  Auditors,  knowing 
the  amount  of  guaranteed  debentures  which  we 
have  in  London,  free,  permit  the  Treasury  to 
to  draw  orders  within  that  amount;  but,  until 
the  Agents  in  London  bare  reported  what  money 
they  haye  raised  to  meet  the  drafts,  it  is  not 
broueht  to  credit,  and  so  appears  as  in  this  case 
08  a  aebit  balance,  although  we  have,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  money  to  our  credit  in  London.  These 
sums  should  tJberefore  be  added  together,  and  not 
subtracted,  and  the  balance  of  unpledged  deben- 
tures should  also  be  added  if  it  is  wished  to 
know  how  we  really  stand ;  yet  the  Treasurer 
says  not  one  word  upon  this  subject.  The  Hon. 
the  Premier  made  a  great  point  when  he  referred 
to  the  £300,000  which  under  the  authority  of 
law  had  been  borrowed  from  the  Public  Works 
Account,  but  could  not,  so  he  said,  be  repaid ;  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  seems  to  hare  adopted  the 
same  views.  Now  the  history  of  the  £300,000  is 
this :  The  consolidated  revenue  is  sufficient  to 
meet  the  charges  upon  it,  aided  by  certain  con- 
tributions from  the  Land  Fund  in  the  manner 
which  I  proposed  for  the  present  year.  But, 
Sir,  large  payments  have  frequently  to  be  made 
at  the  beginning  of  a  quarter,  before  the  consoli- 
dated revenue  has  come  in,  and  it  is  very  often 
necessary  to  issue  what  are  called  deficiency  bills 
to  meet  those  payments.  In  England  Exchequer 
bills  are  issued  for  the  purpose.  The  Public  Re- 
venues Act  authorizes  the  G-ovemment  to  issue 
deficiency  bills  to  the  amount  of  £300,000,  or  to 
borrow  that  from  the  Public  Works  Account. 
These  deficiency  bills  have  a  certain  short  cur- 
rency, and  have  always  to  be  paid  within  a 
limited  period.  When  we  have  a  lar^e  amount 
of  public  works  money  to  our  credit,  instead 
Major  Alkinson 


'  of  borrowing  at  5  per  cent,  upon  deficiency 
bills,  we  use  the  money  which  we  have  in  baud 
and  for  which  we  only  receive  3  per  cent., 
thus  effecting  a  considerable  saving  oi  interest. 
The  money  borrowed  from  the  Public  Works 
Account  is  always  repaid  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  whole  operation  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  an  easy  means  of  obtaining  a  working 
balance,  and  the  deficiency  bills  are  identicu 
with  the  Exchequer  bills  which  are  issued  in 
England.  Therefore,  I  say,  it  is  simply  mislead- 
ing the  House  and  the  country  to  say  that  the 
£300,000  will  not  be  repaid  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  We  might,  of  course  —  although 
it  would  be  cuAous  finance — ^raise  a  permanent 
loan  to  make  a  working  balance  instead  of  issu- 
ing deficiency  bills.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man proposes  to  adopt  that  course  we  shall  be 
able  to  consider  whether  it  is  advisable  or  not 
M.y  idea  u  that  the  present  arrangement  is  the 
preferable  one :  at  any  rate,  it  is  one  which  ii 
most  satisfactory  to  English  financiers.  I  have 
to  thank  the  House  for  having  listened  to  me  so 
uttontifely,  and  to  express  my  regret  that  I  have 
had  to  detain  honorable  members  so  long  ;  but  I 
felt  that  the  subject  was  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  I  was  anxious  to  put  it  as  fully  as 
possible  before  the  House.  I  hope  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  showing  clearly  that  the  finance  of 
the  last  few  years  has  not  been  a  "hand-to- 
mouth  "  finance,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  *'  a  pawnbroking  finance,"  but  that  we 
have  always  acted  with  a  clear  object  in  view, 
and  that  all  our  actions  have  been  well  and  de- 
liberately considered.  With  regard  to  the  rais- 
ing of  a  million  of  money  &om  the  banks 
in  the  colony,  I  may  say  that  last  year  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  tact 
that  it  would  be  well  to  raise  the  money  in  the 
CDlony.  The  House  assented  to  the  proposal, 
and  before  raising  the  money  we  took  advice  on 
the  subject  from'  three  influential  quarters  in 
London,  and  they  all  concurred  in  recommend- 
ing us  to  follow  the  course  we  did.  Therefore 
it  is  utterly  wrong  to  call  that  "pawnbroking 
finance."  Sir,  I  have  shown  that  the  finance  of 
the  last  few  years  was  reasonable,  and  that  we 
really  saw  what  we  were  doing,  and  I  say  that, 
had  we  been  permitted  to  continue  in  oflSce,  we 
should  have  placed  the  finance  of  the  colony,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months,  in  a  thoroughly  satis- 
factory position.  I  have  also  showli,  I  think, 
that  the  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  is  involved,  unreliable, 
and  misleading,  and  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  failed  entirely  to  show  anything  like  an  equi- 
librium of  the  accounts  :  in  fact,  his  proi)08als,  if 
his  figures  are  reliable,  if  given  effect  to  will  leave 
a  deficit  of  £240,000  to  be  provided  for,  and 
this  can  only  be  met,  not  by  borrowing,  as  I  pro- 
pose, £109,000  against  the  Otsgo  Land  Fund,  bat 
by  raising,  as  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, £300,000  in  aid  of  consolidated  revenue. 

Sir  a.  GREY.  —  The  taek  which  I  have  to 
perform  in  answering  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  is  in  one  respect  difficult.  I 
have  to  answer  a  very  rambling  statement-i  an 
excessively  ill-arranged  speech  j  and  it  is  impof 
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■ible  to  make  a  reply  to  such  a  speech  at  all 
interesting,  and  impossible  for  the  speaker  to 
carrj  his  auditors  with  him.  I  shall  have  to 
ramble  from  point  to  point :  necessarily  I  must 
•triTe  to  reply  to-  his  arguments  somewhat  in 
the  order  in  which  they  occurred.  I  shall  en- 
dearour  to  do  so,  and  shall  .try  to  lead  the  House 
to  a  different  conclusion  from  that  to  which  he 
atiore  to  lead  honorable  members.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  opened  his  speech  by  explaining 
that  we  "were  wrong  in  thinking  that  the  Gorem- 
ment  to  which  he  had  belonged  was  a  continuous 
G^OTemment.  I  belicTe,  Sir,  that  he  dealt  dis- 
ingenuously with  that  subject.  We  affirm  that 
it  was  a  continuous  Ministry,  and  one  of  an  ex- 
ceedingly bad  kind  —  a  Government  the  object 
of  which  was  to  keep  itself  in  ofllce— a  Gt^vern- 
ment  which  got  its  strength,  not  by  any  power  or 
ability  in  its  own  ranks,  but  by  leading  one  by 
one  the  best  men  away  from  the  Opposition — 
gentlemen  who  they  thought  might  bring  them 
■trength— thereby  threatening  and  creating  dis- 
may in  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition.  They  took 
the  unconstitutional-  course  of  destroying  all 
party  government ;  they  adopted  the  wrong 
course  of  preventing  the  voice  of  the  people 
being  heard  within  this  Assembly,  because  coali- 
tions were  always  taking  place :  thus  hopins  to 
preserve,  at  all  risks,  a  majority  which  might 
enable  them  to  carry  out  plans  opposed  to  the 
public  interests,  however  well  calculated  they  may 
have  been  to  promote  the  views  of  their  friends. 
Thus  they  were  a  continuous  Government. 
Bat  that  Government  has,  we  believe,  for  ever 
been  destroyed.  "We  believe  that  such  a  system 
will  never  again  arise  in  this  House.  Then  the 
honorable  gentleman  went  on  to  try  to  show  us 
that  the  great  evils  and  difficulties  which  had 
fallen  upon  New  Zealand  have  arisen  from  the 
existence  of  provincial  institutions  in  this  country. 
To  that  I  reply,  Sir,  that  he  knew  very  well  that 
the  difficulties  did  not  arise  from  the  provincial 
system  in  its  integrity,  but  that  it  arose  because, 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  having  deprived 
the  provinces  of  their  powers  and  revenues, 
and  having  thoroughly  impoverished  them,  their 
enstence  became  an  impossibility.  Had  they 
allowed  the  provinces  to  retain  the  revenues 
placed  at  their  disposal  by  law,  they  would  now 
haTC  been  in  healthy  and  active  operation,  and 
none  of  those  difficulties  would  have  arisen  upon 
the  floor  of  this  House  which  occurred  when  the 
General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand,  or,  rather,  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  grasped  the  funds  of 
the  provinces,  and  scrambled  for  them  within  the 
walls  of  this  House.  That  was  the  beginning  of 
oar  misfortunes — that  was  the  ruin  of  the  provin- 
cial system ;  and  the  honorable  gentleman  knows 
that. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— He  says  he  does  not  know  it. 
He  may  tell  that  to  the  House  and  the  country, 
bat  I  kuow  what  they  will  think  with  regard  to 
that  statement.  The  honorable  gentleman  then 
went  on  to  describe,  in  glowing  terms,  what  had 
been  done  by  the  Government  of  which  he  was 
a  member.  There  is  always  difficulty  in  meet- 
ing such  a  statement.     Masiei  of  figures  are 


hurriedly  quoted — perhaps,  often  incorrectly,  but 
the  incorrectness  of  which  it  is  impossible,  to 
show  during  a  hurried  debate.  Into  the  details 
of  that  I  will  go  presently;  but  he  spoke  with 
what,  considering  the  facts  of  the  cose,  I  may 
say  was  an  audacity  of  manner  which  filled  me 
with  surprise.  He  told  us  there  were  no  dif- 
ficulties, and  that  there  was  ample  cash  to  meet 
all  demands 

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  honorable  gentleman  Eays/ 
"Hear,  hear."  He  said  he  had  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  by  which 
we  could  borrow  more  money.  That  was  his 
statement.  Is  that  ampleness  of  cash  ?  Has  the 
honorable  gentleman  na  sense  of  shame  ?  Has 
he  become  so  accustomed  to  indebtedness,  to 
living  upon  charity,  to  holding  out  his  hands 
for  aid,  that  he  considers  the  concealed  power 
of  borrowing  money  from  unwise  persons  as  an 
ampleness  of  cash  r  What  is  our  ampleness  of 
casn  ?  At  the  present  moment,  our  engagements 
in  this  country  amount  to  very  large  sums  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  I  see  the 
honorable  gentleman  smiling.  He  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  leaving  the  country  in  such  a  state. 
I  would  pi*efer  to  see  that  he  felt  sorrow  for  the 
difficulties  into  which  he  has  plunged  New  Zea- 
land. The  balance  we  have  in  the  Treasury  on 
this  day,  to  meet  our  wants,  is  £24,761 ;  and  the 
total  sum  we  have  at  our  command  at  the  present 
moment,  calculating  all  accounts  in  every  place» 
is  £228,419.  The  honorable  gentleman  told  us 
that  he  had  borrowed  a  sum  of  £300,000  from 
the  Public  Works  Account,  but  that  it  would  bo 
repaid  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  could  easily  bo 
repaid.     He  knew  that  such  was  not  the  case. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  knew  no  such  thing. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— He  knew  no  such  thing.  I 
know  that  what  he  said  was  not  true,  and  he. 
ought  to  have  known  it.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
memorandum  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, dated  the  13th  November.    He  says, — 

"The  Public  Works  Account  now  shows  a 
nominal  overdraft  of  £226,496  18s.  2d. ;  against 
which  there  is  available  the  amount  of  the  Gua- 
ranteed Debentures  yet  in  hand,  £375,000 ;  giv- 
ing, as  the  available  ways  and  means  of  the 
Public  Works  Account  to-day,  £148,603  Is.  lOd. 
The  expenditure  on  Public  Works  Account  for 
the  past  six  weeks  has  been  at  the  rate  of  about 
£27,000  a  week ;  and,  at  that  rate,  the  balance  of 
£148,000,  above  referred  to,  will  be  exhausted  in 
five  or  six  weeks.  As  you  are  aware,  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  is  indebted  to  the  Public  Works  Ac- 
count for  an  advance  of  £300,000 ;  but  I  see  no 
probabiUty  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  being  in  a 
position  to  repay  the  amount  at  present.— C.  T. 
Batkin." 

Major  ATKINSON.— At  the  end  of  the  year. 

Sir  0-.  GREY.— It  cannot.  He  must  know 
that  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  present  state  of 
the  colony  with  regard  to  finance.  Then,  on  the 
1st  February  next,  we  have  to  meet  in  London  a 
sum  of  £326,247,  for  which  no  provision  has  been 
made.  That  is  for  interest  upon  our  loans. 
Such  is  our  position,  and  that  is  what  the  honor* 
able  gentleman  calls  amplenera  of  cash.    Tb«. 
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next  thing  we  were  toW,  Sir,  was  that  we  coiild 
gf>t  out  of  all  our  diffiouUies  bj  means  of  the 
Bill  for  the  inscription  of  stork.  I  maj  snj 
that  in  my  belief  it  is  doubtful  if  it  is  de- 
sirable that  we  should  so  on  with  that  Bill.  I 
believe  our  doing  so  woulJ  be  disadvantageous  to 
the  country,  as  it  simplj  means  that  we  should 
write  fresh  loans  against  the  credit  of  the  colony. 
It  is  simply  another  means  of  borrowing.  One 
would  have  imagined  that  great  profit  was  to  be 

gained  by  the  transaction ;  but  it  is  nothing  of  the 
tnd.  It  is  simply  a  proposal  to  borrow  further 
■ums.  Having  fed  so  long  upon  charity,  the 
honorable  gentleman  now  wishes  to  call  into  ex- 
istence another  being,  unaccustomed  to  his  wiles, 
with  whom  he  may  deal  with  tome  chance  of 
iuccess.  A  more  impudent  proposal  was  never 
made  in  any  Legislature.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man then  said  that,  with  regard  to  the  provin- 
cial liabilities,  ample  proriston  had  been  made 
to  meet  them.  I  listened  with  the  greatest  in- 
terest, and  wondered  where  were  these  ample 
means.  I  even  rentured  to  ask  '*HowP"  but 
no  answer  was  elicited ;  he  simply  said  that 
prorision  had  been  made.  I  say  that  no  pro- 
Tision  has  been  made.  Where  4ire  the  funds  ? 
£24,761  is  all  the  money  we  possess.  Where  is 
tiie  provifion  P  I  ask ;  and  Kcho  answers,  Where ! 
It  is  visionary,  llie  honorable  gentleman  then 
proceeded  to  attack  mjself,  and  he  read  a  state- 
ment made  against  the  Goremment,  in  1854, 
tome  time  after  I  had  quitted  the  colony,  when 
tiie  General  Assembly  desired,  above  all  things, 
to  see  responsible  goremment  introduced  into 
this  colony,  and  when  the  General  Assembly  vras 
bound  to  find  the  best  reasons  for  making  tliat 
demand.  Under  such  circumstances  that  docu- 
ment was  written.  The  lionorable  gentleman 
tlien  left  me  alone  till  a  later  period  of  liis 
•peech,  when  he  addressed  the  population  of 
Auckland,  and  told  me  that  my  present  action 
would  bear  fruit,  as  my  action  had  borne  in  the 
past.  My  answer  to  that  is,  that  the  past  has 
Dome  fruit;  that  years  have  elapsed;  that  the 
tooth  of  disappointment  has  ceased  to  gnaw  upon 
my  good  name,  as  far  as  these  times  are  con- 
oemed ;  that  the  hatred  of  disappointed  men  in 
those  days  has  censed  to  pursue  me;  and  that 
^e  people  more  calmly  judge  of  the  past.  That 
fruit  of  which  he  warned  mo  has  been  this: 
that  my  fellow-countrymen  liave  now  rewarded 
me  with  their  aflTection  and  with  their  regard — 
•—that  the  calmness  of  the  liistorian  has  had  to 
deal  with  those  events,  and  the  statements  of 
passionate  and  disappointed  men  of  the  time 
are  taken  at  their  true  yalue.  And  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  when  another  fire-and-thirty  years 
have  passed  from  the  present  moment,  the  rail- 
ings of  the  honorable  gentleman  against  me  will 
b1m>  be  forgotten :  that  the  fruit  that  will  then 
•urround  my  grave  will  be  similar  to  the  gar- 
lands which  those  who  have  been  so  kind  to  me 
lately  hare,  may  I  say,  placed  upon  my  head. 
I  do  not  fear  tlie  threat  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  holds  out.  I  know  that  then,  so  many 
years  ago,  I  earnestly  devoted  myself  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  this  country.  I  know  that,  in  my 
old  age,  I  am  trying  to  do  the  same  thing.  I 
Sir  a,  Qrty 


know  that  Death  is  following  me  with  closely-ap- 
proaching steps ;  and  my  only  dejiire  is  that,  in 
the  short  time  that  is  left  me,  I  mny  hastily  ac- 
complish all  the  good  that  I  would  gladly  aciiieve 
for  this  country.  Sir,  I  utterly  disregard  the 
taunts  which  the  honorable  gentleman  in  that  re- 
spect threw  out.  The  honorable  member  stated 
that  I  had  talked  a  great  deal  of  the  nnlnclion 
of  the  expenditure,  but  that  I  had  done  nothing. 
Sir,  one  month  I  have  been  in  office,  and  during 
that  month  a  Fury  haa  puntued  me,  in  the  shape 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont.  He  has 
given  me  no  rest.  Ho  has  occupied  by  reproaches 
every  moment  of  my  time.  He  has  been  doing 
nothing  but  clamouring  for  return  to  office  sgain. 
He  has  embittered  my  existence  Iiere,  springing 
to  his  feet  at  every  moment  with  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence,  or  inducing  the  representative  of 
Wellington  City  to  propose  a  vote  of  censure; 
and  then,  quarrelling  with  him  for  trying  to  put 
Iiimself  at  the  head  of  the  Opposition,  so  that, 
perchance,  he  might  be  sent  for  by  the  Governor, 
and  thus  prevent  the  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont from  again  enjoying  his  monthly  toiv,  he 
compelled  the  honomble  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  to  withdraw  the  notice  of  his  motion. 
Such  are  the  difficulties  that  I  have  had  to  con- 
tend against  during  all  (his  month.  With  the 
aid  of  my  colleagues,  I  have  had  to  devise  a  great 
plan  which  we  hoped  might  extricate  this  coun- 
try from  its  difficulties,  and  restore  to  the  people 
the  liberties  of  which  they  have  been  defrauded. 
It  has  been  no  easy  task,  and  even  in  the  midst  of 
that  task  we  have  had  to  rely  upon  the  retrench- 
ment which  we  believe  we  can  carry  out  Ami 
to  be  reproached  by  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
in  this  short  period  of  time  we  have  not  been  able 
to  accomplish  more?  I  say  that  our  position 
has  been  one  full  of  difficulties.     The  honorable 

fentleman  had  the  whole  recess  to  prepare  his 
Estimates  and  his  Financial  Statement ;  and  how 
dexterously  he  has  managed,  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, to  prevent  us  from  discuB»ing  the  Financial 
Statement !  We  have  had,  during  this  long  ses- 
sion, no  fair  opportunity  afforded  for  bringing  that 
Statement  of  his  under  consideration  ;  but,  keep- 
ing our  noses  to  the  grindstone  by  the  party  which 
he  had  at  his  back,  he  has  forced  from  us  a  Finan- 
cial Statement.  On  one  night  it  is  delivered,  and 
the  next  night  our  enemy,  with  his  railing  tongne, 
is  upon  us.  He  told  this  House  that  he  and  bis 
friends  had  always  taken  care  that  Parliament 
should  scrutinize  every  penny  that  they  spent, 
and  carefully  vote  what  sums  they  proposed  to 
expend.  He  knew  well  enough  that  in  succeed- 
ing sessions  we  never  could  get  at  the  Financial 
Statement.  He  knew  perfectly  well  that,  for  the 
rears  he  has  been  in  office,  he  got  imprest  sup- 
plies passed,  as  he  has  done  this  se^sion:  that 
really  the  expenditure  in  large  measure  was  in- 
curred before  any  sums  were  voted:  that  he 
sprang  to  his  feet  if  we  said  a  word  about  it. 
When  we  said  that  the  statements  put  forth 
were  wrong,  he  said,  "  I  challenge  honorable 
gentlemen  to  prove  that ;  I  will  bv-and-bv  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  proving  it ;  I  will  then 
m^e  them  prove  it ;  I  wdl  force  them  to  prov« 
it."    Mys^  and  the  honorable  niMiber  for  Pa^ 
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nell  waited  last  tetdon  for  a  month,  and  yet  no 
epport  unity  wns  afforded.  The  honorable  inem- 
ber  for  PaiTiell  went  away ;  he  gave  it  up  in  des- 
pair :  and  it  was  not  nniil  the  very  end  of  the 
Betsion  that  the  honorable  gentleman  allowed  the 
Financial  Statement  to  come  under  consideration 
at  all.  How  difierent  lias  our  conduct  been ! 
We  have  fhrunk  from  nothing  of  the  kind.  We 
liare  attempted  to  keep  nothing  back  from  the 
House,  nor  to  prevent  the  immediate  discufsion 
of  measures  that  we  have  brought  forward.  I 
aek  the  House  to  oontrast  these  two  lines  of 
conduct.  'J  hen,  in  a  rcry  triumphant  tone,  the 
honorable  gentleman  raid  that  we  had  adopted 
hid  financial  measares— that  my  honorable  col- 
league tlie  Colonial  Treasurer  adopted  the  Esti- 
mates as  they  stood.  What  was  the  meaning  of 
that.  Sir  ?  What  time  had  we,  at  this  period  of 
the  session,  to  prepare  Estimates?  Tlie  honor- 
able gentleman  knows  perfectly  well  that  the 
main  portions  of  those  Estimates  relate  to  serrices 
tliat  go  on  year  by  year,  and  that  tlie  mere  adop- 
tion of  them  signifies  nothing  at  all.  We  adopted 
tliem,  stating  that  we  disapproved  of  them,  and 
that  we  intended  enormously  to  redueo  them. 
How  could  we,  in  the  few  weeks  that  were  left  to 
OS,  tell  exactly  what  all  those  reductions  sliould 
be  ?  He  knew,  as  well  as  I,  that  we  could  not 
hare  done  that,  and  that  the  course  we  took  was 
the  one  most  conducive  to  the  public  interests. 
We  siiy  that  we  bring  them  forward  simply  as 
mattera  to  be  voted  by  the  House — as  indi- 
eating  an  expenditure  which  is  not  to  be  sur- 
}lBssed ;  and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  House 
to  keep  our  expenditure  greatly  within  those 
Estimates.  J  think  that  plan  was  wise ;  I  think 
it  was  prudent ;  and  I  believe  it  to  be  one  that 
will  commend  itself  to  this  House  and  to  the 
whole  of  New  Zealand.  Then,  Sir,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  asked — and  he  asked  in  a  trium- 
jphant  tone ;  he  looked  across  the  House  at  my- 
self, as  much  as  to  say  that  I  ought  to  sink  into 
utter  insignificance  or  to  subside  m  shame — what 
was  the  objection  to  his  finance?  My  objectiol^s 
to  it  are  that  it  was  a  finance  for  friends,  not  for 
the  people  of  New  Zealand.  That  is  my  first 
objection  to  the  finance  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. I  disapprove  of  a  finance  beginning  with, 
**  My  dear  Pollen,  I  have  lived  rather  extrava- 
gantly. I  want  so  much  more  money."  I  have 
an  objection  to  a  finance  which  makes  roads  and 
lailroads  through  property  occupied  by  persons 
who  are  enormously  enriched  tnereby,  whereas 
tiie  cost  of  those  roads  and  railroads  has  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  community  at  large,  who  are 
reaping  no  advantage  from  them.  I  object.  Sir, 
to  a  finance  which  entails  unnecessary  expendi- 
ture upon  the  country.  I  object  to  a  finance 
which  I  regard  as  a  finance  for  friends.  What  I 
look  forward  to  is  a  finance  for  New  Zealand, 
regulated  by  the  people  themselves,  based  upon 
a  fair  system  of  taxation,  based  upon  every  item 
expended  being  voted  by  this  House — a  finance 
approved  of  by  a  House  of  Kepresentat  ives  fairly 
elected  by  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  ac- 
tually representing  the  entire  population  of  this 
ooaotry.  That,  Sir,  is  what  I  call  a  proper  system 
of  finanee*    The  objection  I  have  to  tiiat  system 


which  we  hope  to  see  abolished,  never  to  be  re* 
stored,  is,  that  it  was  not  a  system  of  finance  of 
that  kind.  Sir,  part  of  our  system  of  finance  is 
this:  that  sums  realized  by  dealing  with  the 
public  lands  of  the  colony  shall  pasb  into  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  bo  voted  by  ihe  people 
of  New  Zealand  through  their  representatives. 
A  result  of  that  system  of  finance  will  he,  that  it 
will  be  impossible  unlawfully  or  by  ^rong  means 
to  dispose  of  any  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
because  the  whole  people  of  New  Zealand  will 
have  an  interest  in  every  acre  in  this  oountrr. 
There  will  no  longer  be  confiscated  lands  to  be 
dealt  with  down  in  the  Government  House,  tlie 
Governor  being  required  to  put  his  name,  as  a 
matter  of  form,  to  certain  Orders  in  Council 
which  are  to  secure  lands  for  friends.  Such 
things  cannot  take  place  under  one  fair  land  law 
and  one  Land  Eund  for  the  whole  population 
of  New  Zealand.  No  acre  of  land  can  then  be 
parted  with  except  under  laws  watched  by  this 
House  in  their  execution  as  well  as  in  the  mode 
by  which  they  are  passed.  Contrast  the  one  sys< 
tcm  of  finance  with  the  other,  and  then  say,  am 
not  I  justified  in  raising  objections  to  that  sys-^ 
tem  which  has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  of  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  so  enamoured  ?  Let 
him  appeal  to  the  constituencies  of  this  country, 
and  ask  what  are  their  objections  to  that  system 
of  finance.  Let  him  go  into  the  home  of  tlie  arti- 
san, taxed  to  pay  to  make  roads  to  the  door  of 
some  great  landed  proprietor,  and  ask  him  what 
are  his  objections  to  that  system  of  finance.  Let 
him  ask  the  whole  population  of  New  Zealand 
whether  they  approve  of  a  system  of  finance  tlie 
effect  of  which  is  to  enrich  a  certain  class  by  the 
impoverishment  of  all  the  rest.  I  say  that  such  a 
system  of  finance  must  cease  to  exist  here — must 
vanish  from  this  country,  never  to  return.  And 
the  honorable  gentleman  may  depend  upon  it 
that  the  knell  has  strnck — that  himself  and  hit 
finance  will  never  more  be  heard  of  here.  Tha 
honorable  gentleman  spoke  a  great  deal  upon  tlie 
subject  of  provincial  liabilities.  I  have  simply  to 
say  that  the  statement  we  laid  before  the  House 
is  an  absolutely  correct  statement,  prepared  by 
the  Government  department,  handed  to  us  as 
accurate,  scrutinized  by  ourselves,  and  established 
to  our  satisfaction.  I  was  shocked  at  one  part 
of  the  honorable  gentleman's  proposaL  He  said 
that  I  was  wronging  Auckland,  because  I  was 
doing  justice  to  other  places.  It  was  a  misfor* 
tune,  perhaps,  to  Auckland  not  to  have  any  large 
claims  included  in  these  provincial  Jiabilities, 
because  of  the  prudence  of  those  who  adminis- 
tered her  affairs,  and  who  would  not  allow  the^ 
Council  to  pass  estimates  beyond  the  revenue. 
My  desire  to  aid  Auckland  is  no  reason  why  I 
should  do  wrong  to  other  people.  It  was  sn  im- 
proper proposal  to  make  to  ine,  that  I  should 
wrong  the  public  in  other  parts  of  New  Zealand, 
because  justice  had  not  been  done  to  Auckland. 
And,  Sir,  the  Auckland  people  would  scorn  a 
proposition  of  that  kind.  They  will  rely  upon 
the  hberality  of  the  House  to  remedy  the  injustice 
which  has  been  done  to  them.  Scant  justice  can, 
at  least,  be  rendered ;  but  it  would  be  no  justice  to 
rob  otheiji  to  give  to  them.   We  admit  the  alaims 
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of  other  pronnces  unbetitatinglj ;  but  we  will 
attempt  to  defntud  none — we  will  attempt  to 
rob  none ;  and  we  shall  do  justice  to  Auckland 
without  taking  from  other  prorinces  that  which  is 
their  due.  Auckland  will  bear  me  out  in  this.  I 
do  not  fear  that ;  but,  did  I  fear  it,  I  would  do 
my  dutj  still.  The  honorable  gentleman  tells  us 
that,  to  balance  rerenue  and  expenditure  under 
our  proposals,  a  sum  of  £200,000  is  required,  and 
he  asks  us  how  we  propose  to  provide  it.  I  say 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  put  any  really  true 
estimate  before  this  House  until  we  can  fully 
ascertain  the  reductions  we  can  make  in  the  ex- 
penditure. It  is  well  to  cry  out  upon  us  and  say, 
"Do  this  instantly:  do  it  without  delay."  Sir,  we 
will  do  it  prudently  ;  we  will  do  it  wisely.  Next 
session,  we  shall  hare  fully  seen  what  reductions 
in  the  public  expenditure  can  be  carried  out — and 
we  are  well  advised  that  they  are  very  large—and 
when  that  is  done*  we  will  come  to  the  House 
with  proper  Estimates  and  every  possible  detail, 
and  we  will  ask  the  House  to  adopt  those  Esti- 
mates. But,  until  that  time  comes,  the  House 
must  hare  confidence  in  us,  and  must  say,  "  Pro- 
vided you  do  not  exceed  the  sum  which  your  pre- 
decessors said  was  necessary,  do  what  you  uke. 
Make  every  reduction  you  can — we  rely  upon 
you  to  do  that ;  but  we  will  not  be  so  unwise  as 
to  positively  demand  that,  within  the  short  period 
of  time  you  have  been  in  office,  pressed  upon  by 
the  thousand  cares  which  have  beset  you,  you 
•hall  attempt  to  furnish  Estimates  of  that  nature. 
We  know  that  it  will  be  unfair  to  you  and  unfair 
to  the  country  to  expect  you  to  do  so  —  that  you 
oould  only  mislead  us  and  mislead  others;  and 
you  must  not  mind  that  gentleman,  hungering 
for  office,  who  comes  from  Mount'  Egmont,  and 
who  does  not  represent  our  views  and  feelings. 
We  will  deal  more  fairly  and  more  generously  vrith 
you."  We  are  confident  that  amongst  those  whom 
the  honorable  gentleman  styles  his  followers  there 
are  men  who  will  deal  more  eenerously  and 
more  fairly  with  us  than  be  has  done.  We  feel 
Bare  of  that,  Sir ;  and,  in  making  the  request  for 
generous  confidence  which  we  have  made,  we  feel 
that  we  have  preferred  no  request  which  is  not 
justified,  or  which  ought  not  at  once  to  be 
conceded  to  us.  I  feel  sure  that,  if  that  confi- 
dence is  bestowed,  we  shall  yet  be  able  to  ex- 
tricate New  Zealand  from  the  difficulties  which 
threaten  it ;  that  next  session  we  shall  produce 
a  financial  Statement  satisfactory  alike  to  tiie 
House  and  to  the  country,  and  shall  propose  to 
Parliament  estimates  which  will  meet  a  general 
and  wide-spread  approval.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man then  proceeded  to  say  that  I  had  Ynade  a 
statement  that  £27,000,000  had  been  spent  in  five 
Tears,  and  he  told  the  House  that  that  was  abso- 
lutely inaccurate.  I  think  the  sum  he  ptientioned 
in  correction,  as  that  which  had  really  been  ex- 
pended, was  £11,000,000.  To  that  I  answer,  that 
out  of  the  consolidated  revenue  and  the  Land 
Fund,  during  five  years,  £12,426,000  has  been 
spent;  that  out  of  borrowed  money  £18,000,000 
has  been  spent;  and  in  provincial  expenditure 
£1,600,000:  making  a  total  of  £26,926,000.  That 
has  been  the  expenditure  during  five  years. 
Mijov  ATKINSON.  — What  the  honorable 
Sir  Q,  Orey 


gentleman  did  say  was  that  I  had  raised  and 
spent  twenty-seven  millions  of  money.  That  was 
the  statement. 

Sir  G-.  GREY.— I  never  said  that  that  sum  had 
been  raised  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  knew 
his  powers  of  mendicancy  were  great,  but  I  never 
believed  that  the  world  contained  people  so 
foolish  as  to  lend  to  liim  £27,000,000  in  five 
years.  Those  who  know  me  will  gire  me  credit 
for  mater  wisdom  than  that.  The  honorable 
gentleman  commented  upon  out  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  the  salaries  of  Ministers ;  and.  Sir,  in  so 
doing,  he  made  remarks  derogatory  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  people  of  this  country.  He  said  that,  if 
Ministers'  salaries  were  reduced,  the  government 
of  the  colony  would  be  given  over  to  s^dventurers. 
In  my  belief,  to  give  exorbitant  salaries  would  be 
the  means  of  inducing  adventturers  to  aspire  to 
office.  I  hold  that  the  best  means  by  which 
you  could  draw  adventurers  into  the  struggle 
and  strife  for  office  would  be,  to  hold  out  great 
rewards  in  the  shape  of  high  salaries.  I  belieTO 
that  there  are  quiet  and  prudent  men  in  this 
colony  who  will  well  administer  its  affairs  upon 
moderate  salaries ;  and  I  think  it  was  an  insult 
to  the  entire  community  of  New  Zealand  to  say 
that,  unless  you  gave  high  salaries,  you  would 
not  have  in  office  the  "kind  of  men" — that 
was  the  expression  used  —  that  this  country 
wanted.  I  have  travelled  over  erery  part  of 
New  Zealand.  I  know  men  who  have  been 
living  upon  small  farms  for  years  —  men  who 
received  a  high  education,  many  of  them  pro- 
fessional men,  men  of  ability  equal  to  any  one  in 
this  House,  living  upon  small  incomes,  perfectly 
capable  of  administering  the  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  those  men  would  gladly  fulfil  their  duty 
to  the  country  for  less  salaries  than  we  propose 
to  give.  The  honorable  gentleman  shales  his 
head ;  but  I  say  that  such  is  the  case.  I  say  that 
there  are  now  in  public  life  in  New  Zealand  men 
whose  parents  were  in  circumstances  of  compara- 
tive  poverty,  not  well  off  at  all,  and  that  those 
men  are  amongst  the  leading  minds  that  we  haye 
in  New  Zealand  at  the  present  day— that  in  pub- 
lic life,  in  public  offices,  in  every  department  of 
the  State,  they  have  raised  themselves  to  impor- 
tant positions,  they  have  honorably  and  ftuthfully 
fulfilled  their  duties,  and  they  are  now  amongst 
the  leading  men  of  the  country.  ^^7  began 
with  small  salaries ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
taunte  heaped  upon  myself  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  I  say  that,  in  former  years,  when 
salaries  were  small,  and  when  there  was  a  fair 
opening  given  to  every  man  in  the  colony,  that 
ability  was  brought  forward  which  has  since 
adorned  New  Zealand  in  so  many  offices,  bo 
many  stations  of  life.  I  say  that  increase  of 
salaries  beyond  a  certain  amount  has  only  added 
to  extravagance,  and  has  not  created  ability  in 
public  life.  I  belieye  that  it  has  rather  led  to 
worthless  men  struggling  for  office  than  the  con- 
trary; and  I  believe  that  a  return  to  principles 
of  economy  and  of  prudence  in  the  liyes  of  our 
public  men  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  colony, 
and  a  worthy  example  to  set.  In  other  young 
communities  we  have  seen  that  principle  esta- 
blished and  worked  out.     How  small  was  the 
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income  ihat  Washington  erer  had  from  the 
State !  Was  he  degraded  bj  living  in  a  small 
house  in  his  old  age,  upon  a  small  income? 
Have  the  greatest  men  America  ever  produced 
had  such  incomes  as  hare  been  given  here? 
Why,  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not 
•o  highly  paid  as  our  Governor,  and  jet  he 
rulee  one  of  the  greatest  nations  in  the  world. 
And  what  men  that  people  hare  had  as  rulers ! 
Yet  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  can  stand 
up  here  and  traduce  such  men !  Men  like  him- 
self must  have  £1,800  a  year,  and  fine  houses 
to  live  in,  all  provided  at  the  public  expense. 
They  can  set  no  brains,  they  can  ^et  no  integrity, 
unless  at  nigh  salaries  of  that  kmd.  I  say,  the 
Lord  deliver  us  from  such  men !  Let  us  try  a 
different  system,  and  we  shall  have  less  public 
expense.  Great  private  expense  leads  to  great 
public  expense.  The  whole  thing  is  upon  a 
wrong  system.  Let  us  begin  properly  at  tne  top 
here,  and  then  go  lower  down,  graduaily  proceed- 
ing through  each  rank  as  far  as  necessary.  You 
wul  find  tbat  you  will  foon  reach  a  rank  where 
you  must  stop — a  point  where  it  would  be  hard 
to  make  reductions  in  salaries;  but  there  must 
be  an  end  to  these  high  salaries.  The  idea  of 
Adequate  payment  for  all  services,  however  high 
or  however  humble,  is  a  forgotten  idea  in  the 
colony,  but  one  which  must  be  enforced  here. 
Then  the  honorable  gentleman  was  ttrj  witty — 
extremely  witty — with  regard  to  my  honorable 
friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  because  that  honor- 
sbltf  gentleman  said  he  hoped  in  a  few  days  the 
Bailways  Management  Committee  would  make 
their  report,  which  report  had  already  been  made, 
although  it  has  only  to-night  been  put  in  our 
hands  in  a  printed  form  ;  and  vet  the  honorable 
gentleman,  speaking  of  my  honorable  friend, 
saya  that  this  mistake  was  a  great  crime  to 
be  laid  to  our  charge.  I  hope  my  honorable 
colleague  the  Colonial  Treasurer  feels  himibled, 
as  he  ought  to  do,  and  is  now  satisfied  that 
conclusive  proof  has  been  given  that,  with  all 
his  knowledge  of  business,  and  all  his  devotion 
to  duty,  he  is  absolutely  unfit  to  sit  on  these 
benches  because  he  made  use  of  such  an  ex- 
fweseion.  Oh,  Sir,  when  such  things  are  to  be 
accomplished  in  this  country  as  are  now  required 
to  be  done,  that  the  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont should  get  up  and  say,  *'  You  are  unworthy 
to  undertake  these  things,  because  you  did  not 
know  that  the  Railway  Management  Committee's 
report  was  issued" !  The  man  who  could  make 
%  mistake  of  that  kind  is,  we  are  asked  to  sup- 
pose, quite  unfit  to  carry  out  a  groat  plan  of 
making  the  Land  Fund  consolidated  revenue. 
He  is  quite  incapable  of  telling  the  people  of 
Kew  Zealand  that  there  shall  be  fair  and 
liberal  land  laws  for  the  future,  under  which 
all,  whether  ^hey  have  influence  or  no  influ- 
ence, whether  they  have  wealthy  friends  or  no 
wealthy  friends,  shall  have  the  same  right  to  buy 
the  land  which  is  the  common  property  of  all ! 
What  a  fatal  objection  has  been  brought  against 
US  in  this  respect  I  What  right,  hare  we  to  com- 
plain of  the  vast  expenditure  which  has  gone  on 
hitherto,  or  the  worse  than  useless  way  in  which 
the  publio  funds  have  been  squandered,  when 


a  mistake  of  that  kind  can  be  made?  The 
Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  was  then  alluded  to; 
but  I  have  already  referred  to  that,  and  need 
not  say  any  more  about  it.  I  will  pass  on 
to  the  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  the  floating 
debt.  We  were  accused  of  saying  something 
very  wrong  when  we  stated  that  the  effect  of  a 
floating  debt  was  to  conceal  our  real  position 
from  the  publio  creditor.  I  say  that  such  a 
floating  debt  does  conceal  our  position  from  the 
publio  creditor.  I  say  the  publio  creditor  in 
London  knows  nothing  of  the  million  borrowed 
from  the  banks  here,  or  of  the  £832,000  of 
Treasury  bills  issued  here.  The  honorable 
gentleman  sajs,  *'Is  it  not  all  to  be  found  in  my 
Statement  ?  "  He  believes.  Sir,  that  the  trump  of 
Fame  blows  his  name  all  over  the  world — that  it 
is  ringing  in  all  ears ;  that  his  Statement  occupies 
all  min(&  in  Great  Britain,  from  the  occupant 
of  the  throne  even  to  the  groom  in  the  stable ; 
that  thev  have  all  fair  warning  of  the  sums  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  borrowing  here.  I  say, 
No.  The  funded  debt  of  the  colony  is  what 
they  look  to ;  and  no  honest  State,  at  this  dis- 
tance from  the  London  market,  eusht  to  have  a 
floating  debt  such  as  we  have.  I  quite  agree 
with  tlie  remarks  which  my  honorable  col- 
league made,  and  I  sa^  that  not  only  does  a 
floating  debt  of  that  kind  conceal  our  position 
from  the  public  creditor  at  Home,  but  it  also,  to 
a  great  extent,  conceals  our  real  position  from  the 
people  of  the  colony,  and  leads  to  their  making 
demands  for  expenditure  of  money  which  I  be- 
lieve they  would  not  make  if  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  their  real  position.  Then  my  honorable 
friend  was  taunted  with  this :  '*  Ah!  ah!  you  wish 
to  inspire  confidence  in  the  money  market  in 
respect  to  the  colony,  and  what  do  you  do  ?  You 
have  a  deficit,  and  you  show  it."  But  I  reply, 
that  will  inspire  confidence.  I  say  that  to  boast, 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  opposite  did,  that  he 
had  a  surplus  when  he  had  none — to  telegraph  to 
London  that  the  surplus  last  year  was  so  and  so, 
when  there  was  no  surplus — was  not  the  way  to 
inspire  confidence.  I  say  that  the  plain,  blunt 
honesty  of  my  honorable  colleague,  telling  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  conceaUng  nothing, 
will  inspire  confidence. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Bead  the  papers. 

Sir  Or.  GREY.— I  assert  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  no  surplus  last  year. 

Major  ATKINSON.— 'I  must  correct  the  honor- 
able  gentleman.  Here  is  the  statement  of  the 
present  Colonial  Treasurer  that  there  was  a  sur- 
plus of  £148,220. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  The  honorable  gentleman 
knows  perfectly  well  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
said  that,  for  the  purposo  of  argument,  he  ad- 
opted the  figures  of  his  predecessor,  and  that 
amount  had  to  be  shown.  My  honorable  col- 
league sits  next  to  me,  and  he  will  answer  for 
himself  that  he  does  not  believe  that  there  was 
any  surplus  last  year ;  and  he  believes,  as  I  do, 
that  a  delusion  was  presented  to  this  House.  It 
was  the  belief  of  all  those  who  entered  into  the 
accounts  that  such  was  the  case ;  and  I  say  the 
plain,  blunt,  and  honest  statement  of  the  real 
position  of  our  affairs  will  restore  oonfidence  in 
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the  money  market  at  Home,  and  will  dearlj 
prove  that  we  hare  laid  the  absolute  state  of  our 
afikirs  before  this  country  and  before  the  public 
creditor  at  Home,  showing,  as  it  does,  that  a  de- 
ficiency  is  likely  to  occur  this  year,  but  that  our 
assets  on  the  whole  are  good,  and  that  it  is  cer- 
tain that  we  shall  be  able  next  year  to  make  a 
good  and  farourable  Statement.  That  will  re- 
store conBdenoe  far  more  than  the  sjstem  of 
boasting  of  surpluses  which  do  not  exist,  of  tele- 
graphing those  surpluses  Home,  of  baring  the 
telegrams  inserted  in  all  the  papers,  and  ilien, 
at  the  end  of  each  month,  having  them  cut  out 
of  the  newspapers,  pasted  into  a  book,  and  sent 
out  for  the  gratification,  I  suppose,  of  the  Colo* 
ninl  Treasurer,  who  all  the  time  is  laughing 
at  the  way  in  which  people  at  Home  were  being 
pulled.  I  say  the  system  of  my  honorable  col- 
league is  the  true  and  honest  system— a  system 
which  will  commend  itself  to  erery  man.  Then 
we  were  told  that  we  Iiad  no  business  to  put  the 
prorinoial  liabilities  forward  in  the  way  we  hare 
done — the  propriety  of  the  step  was  altogether 
questioned  {  but  I  say  that  it  was  our  duly  to 
tell  the  truth,  and  tlie  whole  truth.  We  haye 
kept  nothing  back  that  we  knew.  That  we  as 
yet  know  afi  the  liabilities  of  the  colony  I  am 
not  well  assured ;  but  it  was  our  duty  to  bring 
forward  CTerything  that  we  knew.  An  attack 
was  made  upon  myself  the  other  night  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  It  was  said  that  I  brought 
forward  claims  made  by  contractors  against  the 
QoTemment,  and  that  I  ought  not  to  hare  done 
so*  I  assert  that  it  was  my  duty  to  tell  the 
House  tliat  those  claims  were  in  question,  but 
I  was  UAd  that  I  ought  not  to  have  done  so. 

Mr.  MoLSAN. — I  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  treating  them  as  liabilities  of  the  colony 
when  they  were  not. 

Sir  G.  GBKY. — I  said  tliere  was  a  contingent 
liability  existing  against  the  colony ;  and  I  was 
surprised  at  the  honomble  member  for  Waikouaiti 
making  the  remarks  ho  did.  He  thought  I  ought 
to  have  joined  in  that  pUn  of  concealment  which 
he  pursued ;  but  I  say  it  was  my  duty  to  make 
that  statement.  I  was  justified  in  what  I  said, 
seeing  that  the  Tery  first  of  these  claims,  one 
for  £800,  which  had  been  tested  by  the  in- 
quiry of  a  Committee,  was  allowed  in  toto,  as 
a.legitimate  liability.  The  whole  of  these  claims 
amount  t^  £170,000,  and,  when  the  liability  of 
the  colony  was  proved  in  regard  to  the  first,  it  was 
a  very  startling  tact.  It  was  our  duty  to  make  to 
this  House  a  plain  and  true  statement  of  every 
liability  that  came  under  our  knowledge,  which 
the  colony  might  have  to  meet.  Then  the  honor- 
able member  was  pleased  to  say — and  this  is  the 
lajjt  thing  I  shall  comment  iipon — that  the  cash 
balances  publbhed  with  the  Financial  Statement 
are  entirely  misleading.  That  certainly  amazid 
me.  They  are  the  absolute  cash  balances  of  the 
colony.  They  are  true ;  they  are  accurate  j  and 
how  anything  true  and  accuiale  can  be  misleading 
I  cannot  unoerstand.  They  are  not  only  true  and 
accurate,  but  they  were  published  in  the  precise 
form  in  which  they  are  fumiihed  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Government.  We  desired  the 
House  to  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  state  | 
Sir  &.  Oreif 


of  our  affairs,  and  we  laid  before  it  the  cash 
balances  in  the  exact  form  in  which  they  came 
to  our  own  knowledge.  How,  then,  could  we 
have  desired  to  mislead  the  House  in  laying  these 
balances  before  it  ?  I  must  say  that,  of  all  the  un- 
fair accusations  I  have  ever  heard  made,  that  was 
the  most  unfair.  Tlie  honorable  gentlenmn  made 
it  for  reasons  that  to  me  are  utterfy  incomprehen- 
sible. I  can  only  assure  the  House  that  the  cash 
balances  in  these  tables  are  true,  exact,  and  the 
very  balances  put  before  the  Government  for  their 
guidance,  and  that  I  could  hare  no  desire  to  mis- 
lead the  House,  and  m^  honorable  colleagues  could 
have  no  such  desire,  in  laying  those  statementa 
before  it.  I  have  now  followed  the  honorable 
gentleman  throughout  his  statements,  and  hare 
replied  to  them  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I  think 
I  have  shown  that  they  were  in  the  main  falla- 
cious. I  hope  I  have  convinced  honorable  mem- 
bers that  there  was  nothing  in  those  statements 
which  should  disentitle  us  to  the  confidence  of  the 
House.  1  should  not  have  replied  with  the  aM)erity 
that  I  may  perhaps  be  considered  to  have  shown, 
had  I  not  been  compelled  to  meet  an  attack  which 
I  regard  as  eminently  un&ur  and  unnecessaiy. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  had  confined  himself 
to  a  defence  of  his  own  finance,  or  to  an  exposition 
of  ours,  it  would  have  been  a  different  matter. 
But  attacks  were  made  on  mjsclf  and  others,  and 
even  the  honorablegentleman'sdefenreofhis  own 
system  of  finance  was  unfair.  I  believe  the  House 
feels  that  that  system  is  unsound,  and  that  it  is 
necessary  that  a  great  change  shoidd  take  place 
in  New  Zealand — that  a  policy  shall  be  established 
which  shall  be  the  policy  of  the  people  and  not 
of  a  class.  I  and  my  colleagues  are  determined 
to  strive  to  establish  such  a  policy,  and  to  base  it 
upon  such  a  sound  system  of  representation  that 
it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  people  themselves  if  it 
is  ever  disturbed  after  we  have  once  established 
it.  If  we  succeed  in  doing  that,  I,  for  myself, 
shall  be  prepared  to  pass  away  from  this  world ; 
and  I  know  that  my  (*ollesgues,  on  their  part,  will 
be  prepared  to  retire  from  public  life,  and  to  rest 
contented  that  they  liave  conferred  a  vast  boon 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Altlvough  unprepared  to  speak 
this  erening,  I  should  not  like  to  see  this  debate 
brought  to  a  rlose  without  saying  a  few  words.  I 
may  say,  at  the  outset,  that  I  do  not  think  the 
Premier  has  in  any  way  answered  the  arguments 
or  disturbed  the  figures  of  my  honorable  friend 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer :  in  fact,  he  has  only 
touched  on  a  very  few  of  them,  and  to  those  I 
will  confine  myself,  and  not  lire  the  House  with 
a  repetition  of  what  my  late  colleague  has  so 
ably  dealt  with.  The  Prender  has  endeavoured 
to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  by  the  use  of  high-flown  language  which 
I  could  never  venture  to  imitate.  I  do  not  pro- 
fess to  have  a  fine  flow  of  language,  neither  hare 
I  that  facility  for  gulling  the  public  which  the 
Premier  possefses;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  all 
the  gulling  that  he  has  indulged  in  will  not 
satisfy  the  public  of  Otago  and  Canterbury  that 
he  is  justified  in  robbing  them  of  that  which  is 
their  right.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  condemning 
the  proposals  which  the  honorable  gentleman  and 
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those  associated  with  him  have  dared  to  bringdown 
to  this  House,  that  I  raise  my  Toice  against  him 
to-night— proposals  coming  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Macandrew) ,  a  man 
that  Otago,  from  the  treatment  he  had  received 
at  her  hands,  would  expect  to  be  her  protector. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  the  statement  of 
xnj  honorable  fnend  the  member  for  Egmont  was 
»  rambling  statement ;  but  did  anybody  erer  listen 
to  a  more  rambling  statement  than  that  to  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  treated  the  House  ?  Su*, 
if  I  were  to  use  the  same  pitiful  Toice  and  take 
out  mj  handkerchief  and  weep,  it  is  possible  that 
I  also  might  get  some  sympathy  from  honorable 
members.  It  only  required  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  take  out  his  nandkerchief  and  wipe  his 
eyes  to  complete  the  scene.  B  ut  I  venture  to  make 
this  remark :  that  if  any  other  honorable  member 
had  been  guilty  of  using  such  language  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  used  he  would  have 
been  hooted  down.  Amongst  other  rambling 
statements,  the  honorable  gentleman  said  the  ob- 
ject of  the  late  0oTemment  was  to  keep  in  office, 
and  to  carry  out  schemes  for  the  benefit  of  their 
friends  rather  than  for  the  advancement  of  the 
public  good.  It  is  very  easy  to  make  such  wild 
statements,  but  why  did  not  the  honorable  gentle- 
man particularize  instances  in  support  oi  that 
statement  ?  He  could  not  do  so,  for  the  reason 
that  no  such  cases  existed.  I  dare  him  or  any 
other  honorable  member  to  point  to  one  single 
instance  where  we  have  benefited  our  friends  to 
the  sacrifice  of  public  interests,  or  to  point  to  any 
cases  where  the  late  Qovemment  perpetrated  any 
injustice,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  which 
the  public  interests  suffered.  He  said  that  we 
were  in  possession  of  large  sums  of  money  which 
were  squandered  to  benefit  our  friends.  The  very 
contrary  is  the  fact.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  since 
I  have  been  in  office  we  have  been  compelled  to 
pall  the  purse-strings  very  tightly,  in  order  that 
the  expenditure  should  be  brought  within  reason- 
able limits.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so 
for  the  sake  of  maintaining  our  credit  in  London, 
and  to  put  our  finances  in  a  sounder  position. 
Sir,  it  is  no  easy  task  to  pull  the  string  tight 
and  at  the  same  time  to  satisfy  the  public,  aner 
the  lavish  expenditure  to  which  they  have  become 
accustomed  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
difficulties  we  had  to  face  were  of  no  ordinary 
character.  We  had  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the 
colony  —  to  curtail  our  expenditure  and  bring 
it  within  our  means;  and  every  impartial  man 
will  admit  that  we  have  in  a  great  measure 
■ucceeded.  And  to  think  that,  after  all  our 
pains,  after  all  the  efforts  which  we  have  made 
to  induce  the  people  of  the  colony  to  be  frugal, 
they  are  to  be  completely  upset  by  the  action 
of  the  present  Government;  that  we  dare  not 
go  into  the  money  market  without  the  fear 
that  our  loans  would  be  placed  at  a  discount, 
and  that  we  should  appear  discreditable  in  the 
eyes  of  the  other  colonies !  Why,  Sir,  the  great 
aim  of  the  Government  since  I  have  been  con- 
nected with  it  has  been  to  try  to  raise  our  securi- 
ties, and  to  deal  with  them  in  such  a  way  that 
they  would  stand  as  high  as  those  of  any  other 
Australian  colony.    Well,  Sir,  I  am  anxious  to 
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see  the  Estimates  of  those  honorable  gentlemen, 
that  we  may  judge  how  far  they  have  carried 
out  their  professions.  It  will  be  found,  when 
they  bring  down  their  Estimates,  that  they  have  a 
very  large  expenditure  to  provide  for — far  greater 
than  we  should  ever  have  thought  of  proposing 
— an  expenditure  which  they  have  no  means  of 
meeting,  and  for  which,  they  say,  they  are  going 
into  the  London  money  market  for  a  loan  of  four 
millions.  The  honorable  gentleman  also  said  that 
if  the  provinces  had  the  revenue  which  properly 
belonged  to  them  they  would  have  been  able  to 
carry  on  without  any  assistance,  and  that  Aboli- 
tion need  not  have  taken  place.  I  dispute  that 
entirely.  I  say  that  it  was  the  extravagance  of 
the  provinces,  and  the  constant  pressure  they 
brought  to  bear  on  this  House,  that  led  to  their 
Abolition.  The  House  was  driven  into  it.  I 
could  never  see  where  this  borrowing  was  to  end ; 
and  it  was  with  the  view  of  providing  a  system  of 
finance  that  would  keep  our  expenditure  within 
our  income  that  members  voted  for  doing  away 
with  the  provinces.  While  the  provinces  lasted 
they  were  the  buffers  between  the  public  and 
this  House,  and  the  public  could  never  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  finances.  Even  an  expert  could 
hardl;^^  understand  them  on  account  of  the  part- 
nership accounts.  But  now  we  are  getting  into 
a  simple  system  of  accounts  that  any  one  in  the 
colony  can  understand.  That  is  not  owing  to  the 
honorable  gentlemen  who  are  now  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  That  simplicity  of  finance  has  been 
brought  about  by  my  colleague  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  we  were 
borrowing  from  the  bank  and  living  on  charity. 
Now,  I  would  like  to  know  whether,  if  any  one 
in  this  House  goes  to  a  merchant  or  a  bank  and 
borrows  money  for  a  certain  number  of  years  at 
a  fixed  rate  of  interest,  he  is  living  on  charity. 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  make  a  bargain  for  a 
period  with  any  one  for  money,  and  is  that  living 
on  charity,  and  not  an  ordinary  daily  business  trans- 
action ?  Is  there  any  difference  between  borrowing 
in  the  colony  and  borrowing  in  London?  Wifl 
not  the  borrower  know  that  we  raise  money  in 
the  colony  if  we  do  so  ?  There  is  no  necessity  to 
go  to  London  if  we  can  borrow  money  elsewhere 
on  equally  favourable  terms :  the  markets  of  the 
world  are  open  to  us,  and  we  can  borrow  where 
we  please.  If  we  do  borrow  it  is  shown  in 
the  Financial  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, which  is  accessible  to  every  investor  in 
London  or  in  the  colonies.  When  a  loan  is  ten- 
dered for  in  London  the  number  of  people  who 
tender  is  small,  because  the  public  d^  through 
their  asents,  who  take  very  good  care  that  the 
whole  indebtedness  is  placed  before  investors 
before  they  take  the  bonds.  Therefore  it  is 
useless  to  say  that  we  hid  our  finance  in  any 
way  from  the  public  creditor.  Our  finance  was 
qmte  as  open  and  straightforward  as  any  finance 
in  any  part  of  the  colonies  or  the  British  Empire. 
The  honorable  member  pleaded  poverty,  and  said, 
*'  Look  at  the  position  in  which  we  are  placed ! 
The  total  amount  of  our  credit  on  every  account 
is  £228,000."  It  is  his  duty,  if  he  takes  office, 
to  see  what  the  state  of  the  finanoes  is,  and 
to  provicte  for  the  future.     We  left  him  fully 
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in  funds,  with  ample  securitirs  to  pledge.  There 
was  also  a  stated  agreement  witfi  the  bank  to 
borrow  money.  We  left  him  power  to  raise 
£500,000,  which  is  not  touched  at  the  present 
time,  and  he  has  now  got  a  considerable  sum, 
by  his  own  confession,  to  the  credit  of  those 
accounts.  I  may  here  refer  to  the  statement  of 
the  bank  account  produced  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. He  states  that  there  is  a  debit  balance  in 
London  of  £60,000.  I  say  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  that  debit  balance.  If  the  Imperial 
guaranteed  debentures  are  brought  to  account, 
we  hare  money  in  Loudon  to  pay  the  whole  inter- 
est and  necessary  expenditure  there  up  to  the 
15th  January  next.  He  made  a  great  point 
that  the  consolidated  revenue  had  no  chance  of 
paying  back  £300,000.  That  was  fairly  ex- 
plains by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer.  The 
Consolidated  Fund  showed  at  the  end  of  the  last 
financial  year  that,  when  the  fund  is  in  credit,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  it  would  bear  that  sum  as  it 
ought  to  do ;  BO  that  completely  proved  that  there 
is  no  deficiency  there.  Then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man read  a  memorandum  from  the  Treasury, 
stating  that  £325,000  would  haye  to  be  paid  in 
London  in  February.  We  are  perfectly  aware  of 
that,  and  we  provided  ample  funds  in  London 
to  meet  that  payment.  Honorable  gentlemen  on 
those  benches  must  understand  that  we  have  been 
some  time  in  session  now,  and  from  what  we  see  I 
think  it  is  probable  the  session  is  only  beginning. 
That  being  the  case,  those  honorable  gentlemen 
must  not  think  that  they  are  to  sit  there  quietly 
and  allow  the  money  to  run  short.  They  must 
be  prepared,  even  during  the  sitting  of  this 
Assembly,  to  look  to  their  Ways  and  Means 
to  provide  funds  for  carrying  on  public  works. 
The  money  we  left  will  not  last  for  erer,  and  the 
Government  must  be  careful  that  they  do  not  run 
short.  However,  thev  seem  to  make  a  very  feeble 
attempt  to  provide  the  funds  that  are  necessary. 
The  honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  the  Inscrip- 
tion of  Stock  Bill,  and  said  that  they  were  op- 
posed to  secret  borrowing.  Now,  what  we  pro- 
posed to  do  with  the  Inscription  of  Stock  JBill 
was  this  :  to  take  power  to  inscribe  all  our  stock, 
and  to  take  power  to  inscribe  the  £800,000  of 
Treasury  bills.  There  is  no  need  for  that  to 
be  put  into  a  loan :  it  is  part  of  the  debt  of 
the  colony,  and  it  is  so  shown.  By  this  means 
we  proposed,  as  the  stock  became  inscribed,  to 
^ludually  release  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  by  the 
mcrease  in  railway  returns  we  should  have  suf- 
ficient next  year  to  make  our  expenditure  come 
within  our  income,  and  pay  the  amount  charged 
on  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  education  as  well, 
which  has  hitherto  been  charged  to  the  Land 
Fund.  That  was  why  we  had  no  idea  of  stat- 
ing any  special  finance  further  than  this  year. 
Without  such  a  robbery  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man proposes  with  regard  to  the  Land  Fund  of 
Otago  and  Canterbury,  we  were  prepared  to 
show  next  year  that  by  the  decrease  in  expendi- 
ture, by  the  release  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
by  the  increase  of  the  railway  returns,  there 
would  have  been  amj^  sufficient  funds  to  meet 
all  our  expenditure.  It  was  very  hard  for  those 
who,  like  myself,  had  no  care  to  take  office,  to  be 
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held  up  throughout  the  southern  prorinces  as 
members  who  were  agreeing  to  perpetrate  a  rob- 
bery of  the  Land  Fund,  when  the  reverse  was 
the  case,  as  would  be  seen  by  the  late  GoTem-- 
ment  making  it  a  question  of  life  and  death  to 
them.  Where  now  are  those  men  who  professed 
that  they  would  sacrifice  everything  rather  than 
consent  to  the  Land  Fund  being  taken  ?  I  shall 
make  those  honorable  gentlemen  go  into  the  lobby 
and  show  who  are  about  to  perpetrate  this  rob- 
bery, and  show  the  people  of  Otago  which  of  us 
have  hitherto  been  their  honest  and  earnest  friends. 
I  fail  to  see  that  even  the  ingenuity  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  will 
be  sufficient  to  convince  the  people  of  Otago 
that  white  is  black.  He  will  not  be  able  to  gull 
the  people  of  Otago,  and  to  persuade  them  to 
make  such  a  sacrifice  by  saving  that  the  state  of 
the  colony  is  such  that  the  Land  Fund  must 
be  taken.  What  was  the  meaning  of  all  the 
statements  which  appeared  in  "own  correspon- 
dents' "  letters  throughout  the  colony  —  which 
statements  were  no  doubt  prompted — that  there 
were  goine  to  be  great  discrepancies  shown  in  the 
finance  of  the  lat«  Government,  and  that  the 
colony  was  in  such  a  state  that  it  must  be  saved 
in  some  way  ?  We  all  knew  what  that  meant. 
It  was  all  done  with  the  object  of  enabling  those 
honorable  gentlemen  to  seize  on  the  Land  Fund. 
That  was  to  be  their  excuse.  I  am  sorry  to  see 
the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Mac- 
andrew)  agreeing  to  such  a  proposoL  I  expected 
that  he  would  sta'nd  up  manfully  in  the  Cabinet 
and  not  allow  this  robbery  to  be  committed. 
This  is  a  case  in  which  the  people  of  the  Southern 
Island  are  being  robbed  by  their  friends,  and  not 
by  their  enemies.  It  was  well  put  by  the  Native 
Minister,  who  said,  "  Gentlemen,  we  are  respect- 
able highwaymen.  We  take  the  Land  Fund 
openly."  The  Postmaster- General  used  to  speak 
very  strongly  on  this  subject  when  he  was  on  the 
Opposition  benches.  He  got  up  on  one  occasion, 
and  was  scarcely  able  to  talk  with  rage.  The 
honorable  gentleman  got  •so  red  that  I  was  afraid 
he  would  fall  down  in  an  apoplectic  fit,  and 
denounced  the  Government  strongly  for  taking 
any  of  the  Land  Fund.  Now,  let  him  tell  us 
what  he  is  going  to  do.  I  will  show  him  what 
ho  is  going  to  do.  The  revenue  from  land 
sales  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  financial  year  in 
Canterbury  amounted  to  £480,000.  That  was 
for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  I  suppose  it  is 
a  fair  calculation  to  make  that  during  the  remain- 
ing nine  months  the  total  revenue  will  be  equal 
to  the  amount  collected  in  the  one  quarter. 
That  would  sive  a  total  for  land  sales  in  Canter- 
bury of  nearly  one  million.  Now,  let  us  take  the 
proposal  made  by  the  Gbvemment.  I  put  the 
most  liberal  construction  upon  their  proposal.  I 
have  not  yet  learnt  whether  they  propose  to  give 
the  20  per  cent,  before  any  charges  are  put  on  it. 
I  will  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  say 
that  they  will  give  the  20  per  cent,  before  any 
charges  are  pla^  on  the  lAud  Fund.  Then  I 
will  even  add  the  charges  hitherto  placed  on  the 
Land  Fund,  and  that  will  make  in  round  num- 
bers about  £300,000.  That  wiU  be  £700,000 
which  it  is  proposed  to  launoh  into  the  oofibrs 
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of  ihe  coloDj  from  the  people  of  Canterbury. 
That  would  be  the  eflTect  of  these  geni  lemon's 
proposals  were  thej  to  date  them  from  the  SOth 
of  Jane  last.  If  from  the  let  January  next,  of 
course  the  amount  would  probably  be  less.  But 
does  the  honorable  gentleman  think  that,  if  these 
sales  take  place,  those  trustworthy  farmers  for 
whom  he  says  he  has  so  much  respect,  and 
who  hold  him  in  such  esteem  that  they  hare 
sent  him  up  to  this  House,  will,  for  the  sake 
of  sentiment,  be  pleased  to  giro  up  £700,000? 
Does  he  think  that  sentiment  will  cause  them 
to  permit  their  land  to  be  pilfered  by  gentleman 
highway-robbers?  Now,  I  will  show  how  it 
may  affect  Otago.  Some  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  come  from  Otago  hare  been  sayipg  that 
the  Land  Fund  of  that  district  was  short  last 
year  to  the  extent  of  £35,000.  I  will  state  the 
reason  why  the  Land  Fund  was  short  to  that 
amount.  I  will  take  the  land  sales  of  Otago 
for  the  nine  months  preceding  the  coming  into 
operation  of  the  Abolition  Act.  During  that 
period  the  land  which  was  sold  realized  nearly 
i5300,000.  Perhaps  the  honorable  gentleman  does 
not  know  that  in  Otago  the  lands  have  to  be  de- 
clared into  hundreds  and  surreyed  before  they 
are  sold;  and  the  result  was  that,  when  Abo- 
lition became  law,  there  was  very  little  surreyed 
land  left.  Ko  wonder,  then,  that  they  were 
ahort  £35,000  in  their  Land  Fund.  We  put 
down  the  amount  which  we  expected  would  be 
realized  by  the  sale  of  land  in  Otago  this  year 
at  £200,000,  and,  considering  the  trouble  which 
the  Waste  Lands  Board  is  now  taking  to  open  up 
a  large  area  of  land  for  settlement,  I  haye  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  no  matter  what  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  may  think,  that  the  amount  realized  can 
be  niade  much  nearer  £300,000.  That  amount 
could  be  obtained  without  any  difficulty  what- 
erer,  and  without  being  detrimental  to  settle- 
ment. If  the  land  is  open  for  selection,  and  is 
•old  to  bond  fide  settlers,  in  fair-sized  sections, 
£800,000  may  easily  be  obtained  for  it.  Suppose 
we  take  the  calculation  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
Boen  themselves.  We  will  suppose  that  the  land 
will  realize  £200,000:  then  by  the  proposals  of 
the  late  6k>yemment  there  would  be  £112,000 
to  divide  amongst  the  counties ;  but,  if  it  should 
realize  £300,0%,  then  there  would  be  oyer 
£200,000  to  divide  amongst  the  counties.  Now, 
what  it  the  position  under  the  proposal  of  the 
present  Goyemment?  If  you  take  20  per  cent. 
off  the  £300,000,  that  wiU  be  £60,000  for  the 
counties  and  £240,000  to  eo  into  the  colonial 
eoflers ;  but  supposing  it  oiuy  realizes  £200,000, 
then  out  of  that  sum  the  distribution  to  counties 
and  Boad  Boards  would  only  be  £40,000.  Thedif- 
ISnreDce  you  haye  to  divide  amongst  the  counties, 
as  compared  with  the  amount  you  would  have 
imder  the  proposals  of  the  late  Government, 
would  be  to  the  detriment  of  Otago,  supposing 
the  sales  realize  £300,000,  about  £150,000,  and 
under  the  £200,000  about  £70,000— consequently 
that  much  leas  to  divide  amongst  the  counties 
and  Boad  Boards.  Depend  upon  it  the  people  of 
Olago  will  not  be  robbed  of  that  with  impunity. 
The  late  Qovemment  had  no  doubt  that  in  Otago, 
as  in  every  oUitr  profinoial  diftriot,  the  land 


would  realize  the  amount  which  was  calculated 
upon  by  them.  The  amount  realized  for  the 
first  quarter,  in  comparison  with  t^at  estimated, 
from  the  land  sales  in  Auckland  was  certainly 
8ma)l,  but  it  would  be  very  easy  to  put  in  the 
market  the  Patutahi  and  a  few  other  blocks 
to  swell  the  amount.  In  Otago  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  land  which  has  not  yet  been  opened  . 
to  the  public,  and  the  Land  Fund  there  is  likely 
to  be  very  high  for  years — very  much  higher,  in 
fact,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony.  Sir, 
if  these  lands  arc  to  be  all  sacrificed,  and  put  into 
the  common  pot  by  those  honorable  gentlemen,  I 
shall  deeply  regret  it.  I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedio  City  (Mr.  Macandrew)  will 
no  doubt  find  that  the  people  of  Otago  will  con- 
sider that  he  has  something  of  some  importance 
to  answer  for.  I  do  not  think  that  he  will  find 
himself  to  be  that  popular  gentleman  which  he 
once  was :  in  fact,  the  representatives  of  the 
two  provinces  will  not,  I  fancy,  be  so  highly 
thought  of  by  their  constituents  in  future. 
The  Hon.  the  Natiye  Minister  the  other  day  told 
us  that  the  Q-oyemment  were  quite  ready  to  go 
to  the  country  on  this  question.  Well,  I  dare 
say  most  of  the  northern  members  are  willing 
to  do  the  same ;  but  let  us  see  what  the  South 
will  say  to  it.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  come  from  Otago  did  not, 
like  their  predecessors,  hold  firmly  to  the  Fi- 
nancial Arrangements  Act,  which  bestowed  the 
Land  Fund  on  the  prorinces.  I  dare  say  it  is 
true,  as  the  Native  Minister  has  said,  that  any 
honorable  gentleman  who  takes  a  seat  on  those 
benches  must  carry  out  the  policy  which  they 
have  shadowed  forth.  I  suppose  it  must  be 
carried  out.  I  believe  no  honorable  gentlemen 
could  now  hold  their  places  on  those  benches  who 
did  not  carry  out  that  policy ;  and  representatives 
in  the  Government  from  Canterbury  and  Otago 
are  entirely  responsible  for  that  state  of  matters. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  honorable  gentlemen  like  Mr. 
Stout  and  the  other  members  for  Otago  consent- 
ing to  the  perpetration  of  this  robbery  of  their 
own  province.  I  am  sorry  that,  for  party  pur- 
poses, they  should  agree  to  that.  Now,  Sir,  the 
Premier  has  said  that  no  provision  was  made 
to  meet  the  provincial  liabilities ;  but  if  he  had 
looked  into  the  matter  at  all  he  must  know  per- 
fectly well  that,  of  the  loan  which  was  obtained 
from  the  colonial  banks,  £250,000  was  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  Provincial  Liabilities  Account, 
and  to  that  amount  they  are  wiped  off*.  If  that 
had  not  been  done,  where  would  the  money  which 
had  been  already  paid  on  account  of  provincial 
liabilities  be?  Then,  again,  a  further  sum  of^ 
£^,000  was  provided  out  of  the  two  million  loan 
which  we  proposed  to  raise.  If  the  present  GK)« 
vernment  choose  to  put  all  sorts  of  charges  on  the 
provincial  liabilities,  I  cannot  say  what  amount 
will  have  to  be  proyided.  All  I  can  say  is  that 
we  amply  proyided  for  all  necessary  sums.  There 
is  no  necessity  whatever  for  putting  so  many 
charges  on  provincial  liabilities.  Then,  in  answer 
to  my  late  colleague,  the  Premier  stated  that  in 
1854  the  Assembly  was  compelled  to  give  reasons 
for  seeking  representatiye  goyemment.  I  am  ex- 
tremely lorry  that  the  honorable  gentleman  ihoiild 
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make  such  an  excuse  for  his  miedeeds.  There 
was  no  need  for  the  Assembly  to  give  any  such 
reasons;  The  honorable  gentleman  has  also  said 
that  he  was  at  one  time  hated  by  men,  who,  how- 
eter,  had  now  ceased  to  persecute  him.  Well,  Sir, 
that  is  the  cry  of  •*  Pity  the  sorrows  of  a  poor  old 
man.**  It  finds  no  favour  in  the  House,  haying 
now  got  so  completely  used  to  it,  and  I  hope  the 
day  will  soon  come  when  it  will  find  no  farour 
in  the  country.  All  that  my  late  colleague 
stated  was,  (hat  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  country 
iu  his  own  hands  those  affairs  were  not  too  well 
managed ;  and  that  statement  is  fully  borne  out 
by  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  that  he  read, 
and  it  was  made  in  answer  to  an  assertion  by  the 
Premier — for  it  is  mere  assertion — that  the  late 
GK>Temment  hare  mismanaged  the  finances  of 
the  colony,  and  that  eTery thing  is  in  a  state  of 
chaos.  The  late  Colonial  Treasurer  has  com- 
pared his  conduct  with  that  of  the  Premier.  He 
has  shown  that  that  honorable  gentleman,  when 
he  managed  the  affairs  of  the  colony  according  to 
his  own  will,  not  being  responsible  to  a  General 
Assembly  for  his  acts,  did  not  succeed  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  colony.  If  this  House  now  agrees 
to  a  proposal  it  becomes  responsible  for  it  as 
well  as  the  Government.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  that  he  has  met  with  thirty-seren  years 
of  antagonism,  and  that  now  those  who  have 
been  opposed  to  him  regret  that  they  have  been 
opposed  to  him.  He  says  all  he  cares  for  now 
is  to  put  the  finances  of  the  country  on  a  good 
footing ;  but  I,  am  sure  that,  if  New  Zealand  has 
to  wait  until  that  honorable  gentleman  puts  the 
finances  on  a  firm  footing,  it  will  have  to  wait  for 
a  Ions  time  indeed.  I  may  say  for  myself  that  I 
would  not  at  all  mind  that  honorable  gentleman 
having  the  control  of  the  affairs  of  Kew  Zealand 
for  a  year,  for  then,  I  believe,  he  would  show  his 
utter  incapacity  in  his  old  days  to  govern  the 
country.  It  does  not  do  for  a*  Rip  Van  Winkle 
to  come  forward  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge 
of  the  affairs  of  a  colony  inhabited  as  thi:»  is  by  a 
very  energetic  and  enterprising  people.  The  man 
who  undertakes  that  duty  must  not  hare  lain 
dormant  for  a  number  of  years  and  hidden  him- 
self on  an  island  far  away  from  the  people.  Such 
a  man  must  not  think  that  he  can  come  oat  and 
take  up  the  same  position  that  he  held  before  he 
retired  to  his  island  home.  Things  have  greatly 
changed  since  the  honorable  gentleman  went  into 
retirement,  and  he  coidd  not  assume  the  position 
he  once  held.  It  is  not  easy  for  a  man  who  is 
absent  only  for  a  year  to  come  back  and  pick  up 
the  thread,  of  affairs.  He  said  he  was  going  to 
extricate  the  country  from  its  embarrassment, 
and  to  free  the  people.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
he  can  relieve  the  country  of  its  embarrassment 
by  perpetrating  a  robbery  on  the  Middle  Island, 
an  operation  not  needed  and  quite  uncalled  for. 
I  utterly  repudiate  the  idea  that  there  was  any 
embarrassment;  but,  even  were  it  so,  what  has 
that  to  do  with  freeing  the  people?  I  do  not 
know  a  freer  people  than  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land ;  and  of  this  I  am  sure :  that,  for  every  poor, 
unfortunate  man  in  New  Zealand,  you  wUl  find 
ten  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  colonies.  In  this 
Mr,  McLean 


colony  any  man  who  can  work  can  earn  a  livinff. 
There  may  be  a  time  in  the  winter  when  wo» 
is  scarce,  but  if  a  man  is  careful  he  can  gather 
together  sufficient  in  the  summcr-timo  to  ren- 
der him  almost  independent  of  work  during  the 
winter  months.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman 
went  on  further  to  object  to  our  finance,  and  said 
we  had  financed  for  the  benefit  of  our  friends. 
That  is  another  of  the  wild  statements  he  is  in 
the  habit  of  making.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
believe  that  the  country  gives  credit  to  such 
assertions.  They  are  most  unfounded,  and  I  hurl 
them  back  with  contempt.  We  have  done  nothing 
for  our  friends ;  but  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
the  present  GoTcrnment,  after  they  have  been 
a  year  in  office,  are  not  found  so  clean-handed 
as  they  at  present  profess  to  be.  From  what 
one  can  now  gather,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
they  will  assist  their  friends.  I  also  deny  his 
statement  that  we  have  made  railways  and  roads 
for  the  benefit  of  our  friends.  Let  mm  point  out 
any  particular  case,  or  any  portion  of  the  colony, 
in  which  a  road  or  a  railway  has  been  made  for 
the  benefit  of  our  friends.  The  railways  are  all 
passed  by  this  House,  and  this  House  becomes 
responsible  for  them.  He  followed  that  up  by 
saying  that  the  artisans  were  taxed  to  make  roads 
for  the  friends  of  the  late  Ministers.  I  would 
like  to  know  where  there  is  a  road  that  has  been 
made  out  of  Customs  roTenue.  The  Consolidated 
Fund  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary 
demands  made  upon  it,  and  it  b  quite  out  of  the 
question  that  a  portion  of  it  should  be  direrted 
for  the  purpose  of  making  roads.  Where,  then, 
is  the  truth  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  state- 
ment ?  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  took  ex- 
ception to  our  estimate  of  the  provincial  liabili- 
ties. I  can  say  this :  that  nothing  was  brought 
before  the  House  by  the  late  Government  until 
it  had  been  debated  in  Cabinet,  and  in  matters 
like  the  provincial  liabilities  each  item  would  be 
carefully  debated.  These  provincial  liabilities 
which  the  honorable  gentleman*  spoke  of  were 
never  brought  before  the  Cabinet,  and  there- 
fore they  cannot  be  treated  as  those  of  the 
late  Government.  It  appears  that  these  gentle- 
men took  up  the  list  which  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  made  of  the  applications  for 
works,  and  that  they  noted  it  down  as  the  pro- 
posals of  the  late  Government.  The  members 
of  the  late  Government,  with  (the  exceptiwi  of 
one,  never  saw  it.  Such  a  proposal  would  never 
have  been  brought  down  until  OTory  single  item 
had  been  discussed.  It  had  not  b^n  discussed, 
and  I  disclaim  any'  responsibility  for  that  list 
llie  honorable  gentleman  then  went  on  to  say 
that  the  House  must  vote  them  a  lump  sum  to 
expend  as  they  pleased.  I  should  require  to  have 
very  great  confidence  in  any*Ministry  before  I 
could  agree  to  such  a  proposal,  and,  as  I  have  no 
confidence  whatever  in  those  gentlemen,  I  can 
never  vote  for  such  a  thing.  If  I  were  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  I  should  never  have 
the  assurance  to  ask  for  such  a  thing.  It  i»  • 
monstrous  proposal,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  agree  to  it  The  honorable  gentleman  alw^T* 
pleads  for  time.  He  now  wants  time  to  extricate 
New  Zealand  from  her  difficulties.    Sir,  I  believe 
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he  will  come  down  next  session  with  exactly  the 
same  plea.  When  he  was  on  the  Opposition 
benches  he  wanted  to  take  £850,000  or  £400,000 
off  the  Chistoros  rerenne,  and  raise  that  sum  bj 
meant  of  direct  taxation,  and  he  was  to  do  it  all 
in  hidf-an-hour.  Bat  he  never  caloidated  that 
that  would  be  something  like  Ss.  in  the  pound  all 
OTer  the  oolonj.  Where  is  the  €h)yemment  that 
dare  make  snch  a  proposal  ?  .And,  if  it  were  pro- 
posed and  carried,  I  am  sure  the  people  would  not 
be  able  to  paj  such  a  tax.  I  quite  agree  that  the 
incidence  of  taxation  must  be  considered  in  some 
waj;  but  I  do  not  see  anj  prospect  of  that 
question  being  considered  if  those  gentlemen  re- 
main on  those  benches,  although  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  made  such  a  vigorous  decla- 
mation that  that  policy  would  rinff  from  end  to 
end  of  the  land ;  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  Citj  said  he  wanted  all  party  feeling  put 
aside  in  cnder  that  this  great  question  might  bo 
considered  and  agreed  to.  If  the  finances  are  to 
be  changed  in  such  a  manner  as  that,  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  that  side  will  get  the  colony 
into  such  a  mess  that  it  will  be  most  difficult 
for  competent  men  to  get  it  clear  again.  The 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  made  great  sport  of  what  was  said  about 
bis  colleague  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  reference 
to  the  report  of  the  Railway  Management  Com- 
mittee. The  Colonial  Treasurer  was  a  member  of 
Ibat  Committee,  and  must  have  known  what  the 
Committee  proposed  to  recommend.  He  could 
not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  that  re- 
port. Then  he  went  on  to  talk  about  raising  a 
loan  in  a  close  market,  and  made  use  of  certain 
expressions  of  which  he  ought  to  be  ashamed.  I 
do  not  think  it  was  worthy  of  the  Premier  to 
make  such  a  statement  as  he  made.  Should 
loans  be  floated  in  the  colony,  they  are  floated 
in  a  public  way.  Our  debentures  are  ofiFered  to 
tender,  and  it  does  not  matter  where  or  how  they 
are  purchased.  There  is  no  secreting  of  informa- 
tion. From  the  statements  laid  before  this  House, 
and  which  are  to  be  seen  either  in  Melbourne, 
Sydney,  or  London,  our  full  indebtedness  may  be 
discovered  at  any  time.  The  statements  most  likely 
to  damage  our  credit  are  statements  such  as  those 
contained  in  the  Financial  Statement  now  before 
as.  We  find  the  Treasurer  setting  down  the  es- 
timated revenue  as  £3,690,026,  the  expenditure 
at  £4,410,238 ;  and  the  deficiency  is  declared  to 
be  £711,212,  the  amount  he  is  to  get  by  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  Land  Fund  of  Otago  and  Canter- 
bnrv  not  being  shown.  How  is  that  deficiency 
ma<ie  np?  It  is  made  up  by  charging  in  the 
account  of  ordinaxy  expenditure  £661,024  for 
provincial  liabilities.  Who  ever,  throughout  the 
colony,  would  expect  that  the  indebtedness  of  the 
provinces  should  be  paid  out  of  the  consolidated 
revenue  ?  The  liabilities  of  the  provinces  must 
be  paid  out  of  loan,  and  cannot  be  paid  by  any 
other  means.  We  cannot  afford  to  pay  them 
out  of  the  consolidated  revenue,  and  it  was  never 
intended  or  proposed  to  do  so,  and  to  put  such 
an  item  as  provincial  liabilities  in  a  statement  of 
our  ordinary  expenditure  is  to  adopt  a  course 
ralcnlated  to  danm  our  credit.  It  is  injuring 
our  credit  in  every  way*  and  if  that  statement 


goes  forth  to  the  London  money  market  the 
Government  will  never  raise  the  four  million  loan. 
There  will  be  a  repetition  of  what  took  place 
in  respect  to  the  Otago  loans  when  6  per  cent, 
debentures  sold  at  75  per  cent,  with  somewliat  of 
accrued  interest  as  well.  It  is  to  the  benefit  of 
some  gentlemen  who  deal  in  bonds  to  cry  down 
debentures  of  a  colony  whose  credit  has  sufibred, 
BO  as  to  buy  them  up  cheaply.  These  bonds  are 
only  bought  by  a  small  number  of  people.  It  is 
their  interest  to  decry  our  credit.  This  is  what  is 
called  bearing  our  securities — and  those  honorable 
gentlemen  are  helping  them  to  do  that — so  that 
they  may  buy  the  debentures  at  a  cheap  rate,  and 
afterwards,  when  our  credit  recovers,  sell  them  at 
a  large  profit.  If  those  honorable  gentlemen  en- 
deavour to  face  the  London  money  market  for  a 
four  million  loan  at  present,  they  will  fail,  and  the 
result  will  be  that  they  will  be  going  down  to  Otago 
and  sacrificing  our  land  in  very  large  blocks  in 
order  to  get  the  colony  out  of  difficulties.  That 
is  what  they  will  resort  to.  I  warn  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  that  it  is  not  by  anjr  means  neces- 
sary for  them  to  ask  for  a  four  million  loan,  and 
by  asking  for  that  loan  they  damage  our  credit, 
they  damage  themselves,  and  they  will  not  be 
able  io  get  the  money.  Then  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  veiy  funny  about  the  telegrams 
that  went  Home  to  England.  He  said  they  were 
put  into  the  papers,  and  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer chuckled  at  how  he  gulled  the  people  of 
England.  But  the  people  of  England  are  not  so 
easily  gulled.  Those  who  invest  in  our  deben* 
tures  are  not  so  easily  gulled,  for  they  will  sift 
any  statement  made,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Stock  Exchange  are  perfectly  capable  of  pulling  a 
Statement  to  pieces,  of  seeing  how  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  stand,  and  whether  we  are  in  a 
solvent  state  or  not.  The  honorable  gentlemen 
need  not  fear  that  they  are  likely  to  be  gulled. 
The  honorable  gentleman  then  said  that  I  stated 
the  other  day  that  he  should  not  make  known  to 
the  colony  that  there  were  railway  claims  against 
the  Oovemment  to  the  amount  of  £170,000. 
I  said  nothing  of  the  sort.  What  I  said  was 
that  he  had  no  right  to  count  that  £170,000  as 
part  of  our  liabihties,  and  he  bad  no  right  to 
count  it  as  a  deficiency  in  our  accounts,  but 
only  as  a  contingent  liability.  He  states  that 
the  first  claim  sent  before  the  Committee  was 
paid  in  full ;  but  the  Committee  might  have  been 

got  round  in  an  easy  manner.  They  only  take 
alf  the  evidence.  They  take  ex  parte  state- 
ments, never  seek  for  other  evidence,  and  then 
they  bring  down  a  report  recommending  that 
the  money  be  paid.  The  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee is  so  delueed  with  petitions  that  it  is  not 
able  to  properly  investigate  claims.  These  claims 
should  be  investigated  by  people  who  are  able 
to  sift  them  thoroughly.  I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  see  these  claims  brought  before  a  Committee 
of  the  House,  claims  amounting  to  £170,000, 
and  dealt  with  rudely  in  that  way.  I  never  found 
fault  with  the  honorable  gentleman  for  stating 
that  the  claims  existed,  but  I  did  find  fault  with 
him  for  stating  that  they  were  a  deficiency  upon 
our  account.  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  papers  I 
bavs  looked  through,  that  if  we  get  fair-play 
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these  olainiB  will  not  have  to  be  met ;  and  we 
have  no  right  to  take  them  into  account.  If  they 
are  to  be  taken  into  account  thej  must  be  paid 
out  of  loan,  being  on  account  of  railway  contracts, 
which  hare  all  been  constructed  out  of  loan,  and, 
if  these  have  to  be  paid,  whj  should  they  be, 
treated  differently?  I  hare  already  referred  to 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  stated  about  the 
cash  balance.  My  honorable  friend  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer  merely  stated  what  was  the 
fact — namely,  that  the  amount  of  the  guaranteed 
debentures  in  London  were  left  there  as  cash, 
and  would  only  be  borrowed  on  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  colony.  If  they  borrowed  money, 
and  put  it  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  instead  of 
it  being  £60,000  in  debt  it  would  show  nearly 
£300,000  to  its  credit.  That  is  what  we  reckoned 
on  as  being  the  sum  on  hand  when  we  left  office. 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
says  **  No."  Perhaps  he  knows  better  than  I  do. 
Probably,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  had  the 
entrSe  to  the  offices,  and  has  examined  the 
books 

Mr.  REES. — If  the  honorable  gentleman  is  al- 
luding to  me,  I  may  inform  him  that  I  hare  not 
the  tntrSe  to  the  offices,  nor  hare  I  seen  any  of 
the  books. 

Mr.  McLBAN. — The  honorable  gentleman  said 
"  No  "  so  pointedly  that  I  thought  he  must  have 
informed  himself,  in  order  to  be  able  to  contradict 
me  so  flaUv. 

Mr.  BifES.— I  got  the  information  from  the 

gapers  in  this  House  and  from  the  published 
tatements. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  say  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  wrong.  He  could  not  possibly  know  what 
amount  of  these  guaranteed  debentures  were 
borrowed  upon  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  our 
bank  account  in  London.  No  paper  laid  upon 
the  table  of  this  House  shows  tnat.  The  State- 
ment does  not  show  how  much  cash  balance 
there  is  in  London.  That  is,  all  that  my  honor- 
able friend  said  was  in  the  way  of  misleading  the 
House.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  stated 
that  we  had  no  surplus  of  £148,000  last  year — 
that  we  were  deficient.  Now,  any  honorable 
gentleman  looking  at  this  account  will  easily  see 
that  there  was  a  surplus  last  year ;  and  the  pre* 
sent  Colonial  Treasurer  has  brought  down  that 
surplus  at  the  head  of  this  Statement,  thereby 
acknowledging  that  there  was  a  surplus  last  year. 
We  hare  the  Colonial  Treasurer  stating  that 
there  was  a  surplus  from  last  year  of  £146,000 ; 
and  we  have  the  Premier,  who  knows  nothins  at 
all  about  it,  stating  that  there  was  no  surplus. 
Such  contradictory  statements  as  those,  coming 
from  two  honorable  members  on  the  GhoTemment 
benches,  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  country  to  un- 
derstand. I  now  come  to  the  chief  item  for 
which  a  loan  is  required.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
puts  it  thus :  "  Public  works — amount  to  be  raised 
on  account  of  current  year,  £1,461,447."  That  is 
fax  in  excess  of  what  we  proposed.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  in  bringing  forward  his  finances 
should  be  careful  that  he  is  able  to  get  the 
money  before  he  spends  it,  and  he  would  do 
well  if  he  reduced  that  item  by  a  considerable 
amount — ^if  he  would  reduce  it  to  the  amount 
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we  placed  on  the  Estimates,  which  is  quite  inf- 
ficient  for  the  departments  to  spend  doling  tiia 
year.  Then  the  next  item  is,  "  Treasorr  bills  to 
be  couTerted,  £832,000."  Now,  these  Treamuj 
bills  are  not  due.  They  can  be  hdd  oyer  for  any 
time :  they  can  be,  and  a  good  many  of  them  are, 
infested  in  such  a  way  that  th^  do  not  become 
due  for  a  long  time  to  come.  There  is  do  huiiy 
about  finding  money  for  them.  Then  he  pro- 
poses to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  "  Debt  duo  to 
Public  Works  Account  by  Consolidated  Fund, 
£300,000."  That  is  a  case  in  which  he  propoees 
to  borrow  money  to  make  up  a  deficiencr.  Tber<a 
is  no  deficiency  in  the  Consolidated  Fund.  I 
say  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Consolidated 
Fund  will  beperfecUy  able  to  meet  that  £300,000. 
(No,  no.)  Honorable  members  may  say  "  ]fo," 
I  say  Yes.  The  next  item  is,  "  Imperial  GKiaraa- 
teed  Debentures  to  be  redeemed,  £800,000." 
We  had  provided  for  this  in  the  two  millioa 
loan  that  we  were  to  raise.  Then,  with  reigard 
to  the  prorinoial  liabilities,  how  can  he  haye 
them  in  two  places  ?  He  proposes  to  pay  them 
as  part  of  the  ordinary  expenditure.  I  pre- 
sume, as  he  has  not  shown  the  anxmnt  he  is  to 
obtain  from  the  seizure  of  the  Land  Fund,  he 
means  to  put  the  one  against  the  other.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  proposes  to  borrow  the  money.  He 
cannot  do  both.  It  would  have  been  as  well  had 
he  struck  thexn  out  of  the  expenditure  altoge- 
ther, and  placed  them  in  their  proper  place,  in 
the  proposed  loan,  and  not  attempted  to  nse 
them  so  as  to  show  that  the  colony  was  exceed- 
ing its  expenditure  over  rerenue  by  £1,926  a  di^. 
I  really  cannot  understand  how  the  honorable 
gentleman  could  make  such  an  assertion.  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  with  my  honorable  friend  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer,  that  the  Statement  was 
the  Hon.  the  Premier's  handiwork.  I  beliere  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  did  not  make  up  that  Statement 
himself.  When  he  uses  the  proyinoial  liabilities 
to  make  up  a  deficit,  and  to  show  the  country  that 
we  are  Uving  beyond  our  means,  it  is  done  pur- 
posely, and  with  the  sole  object  of  taking  the 
Land  Fund  of  the  Middle  Island.  Thar  object  in 
saying  that  the  finances  of  the  late  GoTemment 
were  in  such  a  mess  is  that  they  may  justify 
themselves  down  South  in  taking  the  Lsmd  Fund. 
But,  Sir,  they  will  not  be  able  to  throw  dust  in 
the  people's  eyes  in  that  way.  The  people  theze 
will  be  able  to  pull  this  Statement  to  pieces.  There 
are  many  persons  in  the  South  who  will  take  tiie 
trouble  to  do  so,  and  they  will  take  the  Estimates 
of  the  late  QoTemment  and  those  of  the  present 
GK)Temment,  and  compare  them  for  themselTes. 
They  will  place  the  noatter  b^ore  the  publio  in 
its  proper  light,  notwithstandins  that  the  Prass 
down  South  is  pretty  well  in  the  hands  of  Uie 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite — in  the  int«!««t  of 
that  party.  I  am  sony  to  say  that  the  statementa 
which  haye  appeared  in  a  leading  pi^er  in  Don- 
edin  are  absolutely  incorrect.  Statements  were 
.  set  forth  in  that  paper  in  order  to  mislead  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  The  honorable  member 
for  JDunedin  City  I  belieye  to  be  responsible  for 
many  of  them. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  say  the  honorable  member  is 
stating  what  is  absolutely  untrue. 
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Mr.  MoLEAN. — The  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  saya  "Hear,  hear."  I  do  not 
wonder,  seeing  how  that  honorable  gentleman  has 
acted.  He  is  like  the  kangaroo -rat  —  he  hops 
firom  side  to  side.  On  one  night  he  sits  on 
one  side  of  the  rail,  and  the  next  night  on  the 
other;  and  no  doubt  he  means  to  tale  another 
politi^  somersault  this  session  jet,  and  land  on 
the  other  side.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  so 
fond  of  that,  that  I  reallj  do  not  know  on  which 
side  of  the  House  we  shall  find  him  presently.  I 
hope,  for  his  own  sake,  that  he  will  take  care  of 
himself,  and  that  when  it  comes  to  a  vote  he  will 
array  himself  against  those  who  dare  to  bring 
forward  suoli  a  proposal  as  this.  I  can  assure 
him  that  if  he  does  not  do  so  he  may  hear  of  it 
hereafter.  I  hare  stated  to  the  House  the  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Land  Fund.  I  hare  plainly 
shown  the  state  in  which  the  finances  were  left 
b^  the  late  Gk)Temment.  I  mean  to  say  that  next 
year,  by  the  release  of  the  Sinking  Fund  under 
the  inscription  of  stock,  and  by  the  increase  of 
railway  revenue,  we  should  be  in  a  position, 
even  afler  putting  education  as  a  charge  upon 
the  Ck)nsolidated  Fund,  to  relieye  the  Land 
Fund  of  that  charge,  and  we  should  hare  been 
able  to  balance  our  accounts,  and  by  a<  further 
reduction  of  our  expenditure,  before  next  year, 
bring  our  expenditure  within  our  income.  What 
will  be  the  effect  of  taking  this  Land  Fund  ?  It 
will  simply  be  to  bring  the  proceeds  of  sales  of 
land  into  this  House  to  be  scrambled  for,  and  to 
be  spent  all  over  the  colony.  How  much  better 
would  it  be  to  leave  those  funds  in  the  hands  of 
the  County  Councils  or  Boad  Boards !  How  much 
better  would  they  spend  the  money  than  we  shaU 
be  able  to  do !  The  great  object  of  the  late  Go- 
remment  when  Abolition  was  brought  about  was 
that  all  those  works  should  bo  kept  out  of  this 
House.  It  was  thought  that,  by  throwing  them 
on  the  County  Councils  and  Boad  Boards,  and 
keeping  them  out  of  this  House,  and  placing  the 
powers  gradually  on  those  bodies  as  they  were 
»ble  to  take  them,  we  should  clear  this  House  of 
a  large  amount  of  (he  small  legislation  we  pre- 
yiousTy  had  to  pass,  and  should  thus  be  able  to 
ahorten  the  session  to  about  two  months.  That 
was  the  riew  the  Gk>Temment  had.  But,  if  we 
are 'to  take  the  Laud  Fund  into  this  House  to 
be  scrambled  for  all  over  the  colony,  I  warn 
those  honorable  gentlemen  that,  instead  of  a  two 
months'  session,  they  will  be  sitting  here  all 
the  year  round.  Great  difficulty  will  be  ex- 
perienced in  getting  good  men  to  come  here 
for  a  whole  year.  New  Zealand  is  not  situ- 
ated as  Melbourne  or  Sydney  is,  where  mem- 
bers can  get  into  a  railway  carriage,  go  to  their 
homes  for  a  few  days,  and  then  return  to  their 
Parliamentary  duties.  Here  it  is  a  matter  of 
considerable  thought  with  a  member  before  he 
goes  to  visit  his  home;  and,  besides,  when  he 
gets  there  he  cannot  return  in  a  day,  while  he 
will  not  know  what  may  be  going  on  in  the 
House  in  his  absence.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
always  appear  here  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session ;  I  appear  in  the  House  day  after  day, 
and  never  leave  till  the  last  day  of  the  session ; 
bat  I  should  not  like  to  oome  here  and  stay  even 


for  six  months  in  the  year,  and  I  should  think 
seriously  before  making  my  appearance  in  this 
House  if  that  were  likely  to  be  the  case.  I  think 
it  would  be  an  advantage  both  to  members  them- 
selves and  to  the  country  at  large  if  the  duration 
of  the  session  were  shortened.  It  has  been  the 
power  of  tongue  only  that  has  kept  the  Govern- 
ment in  office  against  a  majority  of  this  House. 
The  great  power  of  tongue,  kept  up  incessantly, 
has  delayed  the  work  of  the  session.  Those 
gentlemen  who  formed  the  Middle  Party  and 
joined  the  members  of  the  extreme  side  of  the 
House  did  so  with  the  view  of  conciliating  those 

fentlemen  and  stopping  the  incessant  talk ;  and 
do  wish  those  honorable  members  had  suc- 
ceeded in  forming  a  G-overnment.  Much  has 
been  said  about  the  eagerness  of  my  late  col- 
leagues for  office.  I  say  there  is  no  eagerness 
on  their  part  for  office.  I  was  surprised  at  the 
insulting  manner  in  which  the  Premier  spoke 
of  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Egmont 
when  he  said  he  was  hungering  for  office  in  order 
that  he  might  draw  his  month's  pay.  Sir,  that 
honorable  gentleman  has  higher  principles  than 
a  desire  for  pay,  and,  having  been  a  colleague 
of  bis,  I  venture  to  say  that  a  more  straight- 
forward, honest  man  has  never  been  on  those 
benches ; .  and  I  challenge  the  Premier,  after 
he  has  been  in  office  as  long  as  my  honorable 
friend  was,  to  come  out  as  clean  as  he  did.  I 
never  knew  my  late  coUeague  to  propose  any- 
thing but  what  the  whole  country  might  hear  of, 
and  the  Premier  ought  not  to  cast  a  slur  upon 
him  by  saying  that  he  is  hungry  for  office  and 
for  pay.  There  are  not  any  members  of  the  late 
Government  who  hunger  for  pay.  They  are 
quite  able  to  do  without  office,  and  can  do  with- 
out pay  perfectly  well.  So  far  as  I  myself  was 
concerned,  I  never  sought  office.  I  joined  the 
G-overnment  simply  because  Otago  was  unrepre- 
sented in  it  at  the  time,  and  in  order  that 
injustice  might  not  be  done  to  the  place  from 
which  I  come.  I  had  no  eagerness  for  office,  and, 
as  my  late  colleagues  know,  I  was  anxious,  when- 
ever an  opportunity  offered,  to  retire  from  office, 
and  to  give  up  my  seat  whenever  they  could 
obtain  a  representative  from  Otago.  I  do  not 
want  office.  I  have  no  desire  to  return  to  those 
benches.  I  think  I  have  had  enough  of  office.  I 
have  done  my  dutjr  honestly  by  my  province;  I 
have  looked  after  its  interests  consistently  with 
the  interests  of  the  whole  of  the  colony.  I  know 
that  of  late  years  any  representative  from  Otago 
who  joined  the  GK>vemment  would  be  regarded 
as  inconsistent,  and  held  up  as  a  traitor  and 
Centralist  by  those  who  are  now  taking  the 
Land  Fund.  The  people  will  now  see  who 
are  the  real  Centralists.  I  hope,  however,  the 
Ministry  will  still  think  over  the  course  they  pro- 
pose, and  will  retrace  their  steps,  if  it  is  not 
too  late.  The  Native  Minister  exultingly  said 
that,  now  that  these  proposals  have  once  been 
put  forward,  whoever  goes  on  the  G-overnment 
benches  would  not  be  able  to  draw  back.  I 
believe  the  honorable  gentleman  was  right.  Con- 
sidering the  state  of  this  House,  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  honorable  gentlemen  departing  from 
this  principle  would  obtain  seats  on  those  benches : 
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bat  for  that  state  of  matters  we  haye  to  thank 
those  gentlemen  whom  Otago  had  every  right  to 
look  to  as  protectors :  on  them  alone  the  sole  re- 
sponitibility  rests.  There  is  one  matter  to  which 
I  wish  to  refer,  with  regard  to  one  of  the  cries 
which  the  Government  have  adopted,  or  rather 
countenanced,  in  order  to  keep  on  those  benches, 
and  that  is  the  answer  which  the  Premier  gave 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  in  reference 
to  statements  that  have  been  made  by  correspon- 
dents in  the  newspapers  regarding  obstructions 
offered  by  Civil  servants  to  the  Q-ovemment, 
and  the  difficulty  Ministers  had  in  getting  in- 
formation. It  is  pitiable  to  see  the  members  of 
the  Gbremment  countenancing  such  statements, 
more  especially  the  Premier,  the  ever-persecuted 
gentleman,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  coun- 
try's sympathy  with  them.  The  statement  was 
put  forth,  and  I  saw  it  referred  to  in  a  letter  to 
the  newspapers  in  Dunedin,  and  commented  on 
by  the  organ  of  the  Government,  the  Ota^o  Daify 
Times,  It  was  stated  in  that  letter  that  the  Sub- 
Treasurer  was  the  brother-in-law  of  the  late  Pre- 
mier, and  he  was  a  cause  of  obstruction.  He  is 
in  no  way  connected  with  the  late  Premier,  and  I 
renture  to  say,  from  my  experience  of  that  officer, 
that  he  cares  very  little  who  is  in  office.  I  am 
convinced  that  he  has  no  feeling  in  regard  to 
the  occupants  of  the  Treasury  benches,  and  I  am 
certain  that,  if  the  Premier  knew  how  damaging 
that  statement  is  to  men  who  cannot  come  for- 
ward and  defend  themselves,  and  who  cannot 
write  to  the  newspapers,  he  would  hesitate  before 
allowing  it  to  go  forth.  However,  the  country 
will  be  able  to  judge  gentlemen  who  keep  in 
office  by  having  recourse  to  such  statements.  The 
Civil  servants  ought  to  have  no  great  love  for  me. 
Probably  I  was  harder  upon  them  than  other 
Ministers,  because  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
discipline,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  instil  the 
necessity  of  discipline  into  the  service;  but  I 
never  found  any  one  of  those  officers  .who  would 
not  take  any  trouble  to  give  me  information. 
During  my  whole  tenure  of  office  I  never  experi- 
enced any  difficulty  in  getting  information.  I 
could  go  from  office  to  office,  and  every  one 
would  endeavour  to  give  me  all  the  information  I 
desired.  I  am  perfectly  sure  that,  if  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  those  benches  stated  the 
truth,  they  would  say  that  they  have  never  been 
thwarted  in  getting  information,  but  that  every 
facility  has  been  afforded  them.  Many  of  those 
gentlemen  have  been  under  successive  Ministries, 
and  even  a  whisper  of  such  a  thing  has  never 
been  heard  before.  I  hope  that  some  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen  will  take  an  opportunity  of 
retracting  these  statements,  which  have  been  so 
studiously  circulated  to  the  detriment  of  those 
officers.  I  should  not  care  about  it  if  they  were 
able  to  defend  themselves,  or  to  write  letters  to 
the  newspapers  in  denial  of  the  statements  made 
regarding  them;  but  they  cannot  do  that. 

An  Hon.  Membbr. — Yes. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— If  when  I  was  in  office  I  had 
found  any  of  those  gentlemen  writing  to  the 
newspapers  I  would  have  dealt  summarily  with 
them.  I  see  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  is  very  anxious  to 
Mr,  McLean 


speak,  and  to  justify  his  action,  as  he  usually 
does,  by  showing  to  the  people  of  Dunedin  that 
black  is  white  and  white  is  black.  I  will  there- 
fore not  detain  the  House  any  further. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WASON,  the  debate 
was  adjourned. 

The  House    adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEaiSLATIVB  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  2lst  Ifovember,  1877. 


First  Reftdings— Second  Beading— Third  Besdings— Stnth 
Taieri  and  Clyde  Railway— Waikouaiti  Harboar  Bill 
—  Waikooaitt  AthenaBom  Bill— Crown  Bedreas  Bill 
Ko.  a— Otago  Mateom  BUL 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaksr  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Fbatebs. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Cemeteries  Bill,  Marine  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Walsh  and  Others  Pension  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Manawatu  Land  Orders  Bill,  Port  Chalmers 
Compensation  Bill,  Public  Health  Bill,  Taranakt 
County  Reserves  Bill. 

STRATH  TAIERI  AND  CLYDE  RAILWAY. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Whether  a  report 
which  has  appeared  in  the  newspapers  is  correct, 
that  a  reserve  of  about  370,000  acres  has  been 
made  in  Otago  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
Strath  Taieri  Railway  ?  There  had  been  an  un- 
derstanding in  another  case  that  resenres  should 
not  be  made  without  the  consent  of  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the  lands 
referred  to  were  at  present  held  under  pastoral 
lease.  They  were  not  open  for  sale,  but  had 
been  indicated  by  the  Surrey  Department  as 
being  suitable  lands  to  be  set  aside  for  the  con* 
struction  of  the  Strath  Taieri  Railway,  if  reserres 
were  ever  required  for  that  purpose.  No  reserve 
had  been  made,  pending  the  Railway  Bill  becom- 
ing law. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  asked  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  give  the  same  assur- 
ance to  the  Council  as  he  had  previously  given 
in  a  similar  case — namely,  that  no  reserve  would 
be  made  without  the  knowledge  of  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  in 
this  case  there  was  a  Bill  coming  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  consequentlv  it  was  not  in  the  same 
category  as  the  case  about  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  asked  him  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  asked  if  the 
Council  was  to  understand  that  unless  the  Bill 
passed  the  reserve  would  not  be  made. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Of  course. 

WAIKOUAITI  HARBOUR  BILL. 
Tlie  Hon.  Captain  FRASSRi  in  moring  the 
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•eoond  reading  of  thia  Bill,  said  it  would  be  in 
tlie  recollection  of  honorable  gentlemen  that  last 
aeseion  the  Council  gare  a  Tory  handsome  endoir- 
znent  to  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  because  it 
'vras  shown  that  that  bodj  had  no  monej,  and  that 
there  were  works  in  course  of  construction  which, 
if  they  were  not  finished  or  looked  after,  would 
not  only  be  seriously  injured,  but  destroyed  alto- 
gether. That  was  exactly  the  position  of  the 
Waikooaiti  Harbour  at  the  present  moment.  It 
-iras  a  small  harbour  about  thirteen  miles  from 
Port  Chalmers,  and  forty  miles  from  Oamaru, 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Birer  Waikouaiti. 
It  was  a  bar  harbour,  and  inside  the  bar  there 
was  a  very  nice  little  basin,  which  wa«  the  resort 
of  small  craft  trading  to  Dunedin  and  Port  Chal- 
mers. Since  1874  there  had  been  a  large  expendi- 
ture incurred  in  the  erection  of  jetties  and  in  the 
construction  of  a  eea-wall  to  increase  the  scour 
and,  if  possible,  deepen  the  harbour.  There  had 
also  been  a  very  expensire  branch  road  made  from 
the  main  trunk  road  to  the  harbour.  It  ran 
along  the  outer  edge  of  a  swamp,  and  was  liable 
to  be  washed  away  by  the  tide ;  so  that  constant 
expenditure  was  required  upon  it,  and  he  had 
been  told  by  the  promoter  of  this  Bill  that  a  sum 
of  £200  had  been  placed  on  the  Estimates  for  re- 
pairing the  road.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  telegram 
from  the  local  engineer,  iu  which  he  stated  that 
the  total  expenditure  on  the  Waikouaiti  Harbour 
-works  since  June,  1874,  had  been  £3,955  16s.  6d., 
which  did  not  include  the  cost  of  the  road. 
This  liarbour  was  not  a  port  of  entry,  therefore 
he  was  not  in  a  position  to  state  the  amount  of 
exports  and  imports.  It  was  proposed  in  the 
Bill  to  gire  an  endowment  to  the  harbour  of 
10,000  acres.  He  hoped  honorable  members 
would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
These  works,  if  not  looked  after,  would  simply  be 
ruined,  and  would  merely  serre  ''to  point  a  moral 
and  adorn  a  tale,"  proving  the  blighting  influence 
of  Centralism.  With  regard  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Harbour  Board,  he  thought  the  provision 
in  the  Bill  was  a  mistake,  and  when  in  Commit- 
tee he  proposed  to  alter  it.  At  present  the  pro- 
posal was  to  place  the  harbour  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  in  the  liands  of  the  whole  human 
race  of  Waikouaiti,  for  the  words  were,  "the 
Chairman,  County  Council,  and  inhabitants  of 
Waikouaiti."  He  would  propose  to  substitute 
the  Chairman  of  the  County,  ex  officio^  the  Mayor 
of  West  Hawkesbury,  ex  officio,  the  Mayor  of 
Palmerston,  ex  officio,  Mr.  Henry  Ormond,  and 
Mr.  Duncan.  The  latter  two  gentlemen  were 
the  largest  producers  in  the  district,  and  they 
lived  close  to  the  harbour  and  took  a  great  inter- 
est in  the  place.  He  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  ssud,  although 
Waikouaiti  was  in  his  own  district,  where  he 
would  naturally  be  very  glad  to  see  public  money 
expended,  still,  for  the  same  reasons  that  had 
actuated  him  in  opposing  the  endowment  of 
the  Biverton  Harbour,  he  must  object  to  this 
proposal.  His  honorable  and  gallant  friend 
spoke  about  the  pointing  of  a  moral  and  the 
adorning  of  a  tal^  ;  but,  if  the  Council  only  knew 
how  Uie  tale  should  be  told,  the  moral  pointed 
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by  that  tale  would  be  that  the  Council  should 
take  care  that  it  did  not  do  the  same  thing 
itself.  Although  he  lived  in  the  district,  he 
could  not  even  say  that  he  knew  what  the  Har- 
bour of  Waikouaiti  was.  The  use  of  the  word 
"  harbour "  was  to  him  a  novelty,  and  he  did  not 
know  what  it  was  that  could  be  called  a  har- 
bour there.  But  the  effect  of  continuing  the 
silly  expenditure  which  had  been  commenced,  he 
would  not  say  for  political  reasons,  but  certainly 
without  due  regard  for  the  public  interests  in 
the  case  of  the  Waikouaiti  Biver  mouth,  would 
be  that  such  further  expenditure  would  be 
thoroughly  wasted.  Without  an  enormous  ex- 
penditure it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  the  con- 
struction of  the  sea-wall,  for  it  would  simply  be 
throwing  money  away.  But  there  was  a  much 
more  serious  thing  to  be  considered  —  namely, 
that  the  effect  of  spending  a  great  deal  of  money 
on  the  coijstruction  of  a  harbour  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Biver  Waikouaiti,  would  necessarily  be  to 
take  from  the  Government  railway  much  of  the 
traffic  between  Waikouaiti  and  Port  Chalmers. 
So  long  as  there  was  only  a  metalled  road  between 
Waikouaiti  and  Dunedin,  and  the  produce  had 
first  to  go  to  Dunedin  by  road  and  then  to  Fort 
Chalmers  by  rail  for  shipment,  there  was  an  ar- 
gument for  public  expenditure  in  this  direction. 
But  now  that  the  railway  was  actually  opened  to 
Blueskin  B^,  within  a  very  short  distance  of 
Waikouaiti  Kiver,  and  would  soon  be  opened  to 
the  Town  of  Waikouaiti,  passing  straight  into 
Port  Chalmers,  there  was  no  necessity  for  lay- 
ing out  money  on  the  river.  He  could  not 
understand  anything  more  suicidal  than  to  set 
up  small  harbours  every  few  miles  along  the 
coast,  for  the  purpose  of  sapping  the  traffic  of 
the  railways  which  it  had  cost  the  colony  so 
much  to  construct.  There  was  neither  justice 
nor  common  sense  in  such  a  course.  At  any 
rate,  as  a  person  interested  in  the  district  in 
question,  he  could  not  consent  to  the  proposal ; 
but  even  if  it  were  desirable  to  pass  the  second 
reading,  it  would  be  quite  preposterous  to  place 
the  expenditure  of  the  money  in  the  hands  <^  the 
Chairman  and  County  Council  of  Waikouaiti. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  explained  that  he 
had  proposed  to  alter  the  Bill  in  that  respect. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that, 
apart  from  that  consideration,  he  object-ed  to  the 
proposed  endowment  on  the  same  ground  that  he 
had  opposed  the  Biverton  Harbour  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  felt  sure  that 
the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser's  advocacy  of  this  Bill 
was  due  more  to  his  generous  disposition  than  to 
any  love  for  the  proposal  it  contained,  and  that 
the  honorable  member  had  only  taken  charge  of 
the  Bill  out  of  politeness  to  the  gentleman  whose 
name  was  at  the  head  of  it,  and  who,  possibly, 
could  find  no  other  member  so  kindly  disposed. 
He  thought  the  promoter  of  the  Bill  in  another 
phice  was  a  member  of  the  late  Clovemment.  Had 
that  Government  approved  of  the  Bill  it  might 
have  been  brought  forward  with  all  the  advan- 
tage of  dovemment  advocacy.  But  apparently 
they  did  not  approve  of  it ;  neither  did  the  pre- 
sent Government.  Another  Harbour  Bill  from 
the  same  part  of  the  country  was  thrown  out  last 
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yoar  because  it  was  close  to  another  harbour. 
Novf ,  Waikouaiti  was  very  close  to  Port  Chalmers. 
No  less  than  £4,000  of  public  money  had  already 
been  spent  upon  it,  a  great  deal  more  money  had 
been  spent  upon  a  road,  and  the  colony  had  also 
constructed  a  railway  which  passed  close  to  it. 
There  was  no  reason  that  he  could  see  why  the 
Bill  should  go  before  a  Select  Committee,  and  he 
would  move,  That  it  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NURSE  would  simply  read  the 
lion.  Captain  Fraser's  speech  in  opposing  the 
Riverton  Harbour  Bill.  JBy  so  doing  he  would 
be  giving  excellent  reasons  against  the  passing  of 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  wished  to  know  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  be  in  order  in  re- 
ferring to  a  prerious  debate. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  not  be  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NURSE  said  he  wdhld  simply 
I'efer  honorable  gentlemen  to  the  speech  in  Eun- 
sard. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  was  probably 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  Waikouaiti  than 
any  other  honorable  gentleman,  but  he  regretted 
that  he  could  not  support  the  Bill.  He  sup- 
posed the  railway  would  be  running  in  a  few 
weeks,  and  then,  no  doubt,  nothing  would  be 
sent  there  by  water.  As  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell  had  explained,  this  could  never  be  made  a 
harbour.  Besides,  the  amount  of  the  produce 
was  Tery  small.  It  was  rery  remarkable  that, 
although  he  had  several  correspondents  there, 
he  had  received  no  telegrams,  letters,  or  any- 
thing about  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  that,  in- 
asmuch as  the  Colonial  Secretary  stated  that  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  was  induced  by  feelings  of 
good-nature  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill,  it  would 
be  a  very  kind  thing  to  extend  the  same  good- 
nature to  the  honorable  gentleman  by  relieving 
him  of  the  charge  as  soon  as  possible.  He  knew 
Waikouaiti  Harbour  thirty  years  ago,  and  he 
supposed  it  had  not  improved  since.  At  high 
tide  a  whalebo^  could  go  in,  but  at  low  tide 
there  was  a  danger  of  broaching-to  on  the  bar. 
He  experienced  the  pleasure  of  entering  that 
harbour  in  company  with  his  friend  the  late  Mr. 
John  Jones.  He  thought  it  might  be  possible 
to  make  something  approaching  to  a  harbour  at 
Waikouaiti,  which  would  last  for  a  few  months, 
by  spending  about  as  much  money  as  England 
spent  in  muring  Portland  Harbour. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  thought  it  was 
a  pity  that  the  only  two  gentlemen  interested  in 
the  place  should  take  adyantage  of  their  local 
knowledge  for  the  purpose  of  condemning  the 
BiU.  He  had  been  connected  with  Waikouaiti 
since  he  first  came  to  the  colony.  He  believed 
that  he  was  its  first  representative,  and  he  asked 
the  Hon.  the  Speaker  to  appoint  the  first  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  there.  The  climate  was  so  salu- 
brious that  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years  that 
gentleman  was  still  acting  as  Resident  Magis- 
trate. Honorable  gentlemen  in  the  Council  did 
not  know  anything  about  Waikouaiti.  It  would 
«ome  day  be  the  Brighton  of  Otago.  The  air 
JTon  Colonel  Whitmore 


was  most  salubrious.  There  was  a  gentleman 
living  there  upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age  who 
had  recently  been  made  a  mther.  It  was  a  place 
to  which  many  people  might  go  who  wished  to 
renew  their  vitidity.  It  was  a  very  sad  thing 
indeed  that  honorable  gentlemen  should  destroy 
all  that  had  been  done  by  a  paternal  Provinciid 
Government.  It  was  very  unfortunate  for  this 
Bill  that  he  had  had  something  to  do  with  the 
throwing  out  of  another  Harbour  Bill.  But  for 
that,  he  thought  the  Bill  would  have  had  a  better 
chance. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

WAIKOUAITI  ATHEN^UM  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  thought  he  need  not 
dilate  upon  the  advantages  of  athensums,  as 
that  subject  had  been  dwelt  upon  ad  nauseam. 
He  would  only  say  that  he  knew  of  no  place 
which  required  instruction,  particularly  political 
instruction,  more  than  Waikouaiti.  They  were 
moderate  in  their  request,  and  only  asked  for  an 
endowment  of  fifty- three  acres.  In  Committee 
he  would  add  two  other  names  as  Trustees. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill  going  to  a  Committee,  but  he 
wished  to  point  out  that  in  almost  all  otner  cases 
the  endowments  were  transfers  of  lands  already 
provincially  reserved. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  was  very 
glad  in  this  case  to  be  able  to  support  the 
proposal.  The  inhabitants  of  Waikouaiti  had 
gone  to  considerable  expense  and  trouble  to  get 
together  a  small  library,  and  to  put  up  a  very 
good  building,  which  vicas  a  great  source  of  enjoy- 
ment to  people  who  wished  to  avoid  the  public- 
house.  He  thought  it  was  a  very  good  thing  that 
the  State  should  encourace  sucn  institutions  in 
up-oountiT  townships  by  giving  them  a  moderate 
amount  of  land. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CROWN  REDRESS  BILL  No.  2. 

ADJOITBNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  was  surprised  to  learn 
that  this  Bill  had  been  submitted  to  the  Crown 
Law  Officers  and  approved  of,  because  he  thought 
that  they  should  nave  followed  the  example  of 
New  South  Wales,  which,  so  late  as  1876,  passed 
an  Act  complete  in  itself,  and  not  at  all  so  wide 
as  this  Act.  As  he  understood  it,  the  New  South 
Wales  Act  did  not  give  power  to  any  plaintiff  to 
sue  the  Government  in  the  Resident  Magistrate's 
Court,  as  this  Bill  proposed,  nor  did  it  give  power 
in  these  wide  terms  :  "  unless  the  same  shall  be 
founded  on  or  arise  out  of  some  contract,  act, 
deed,  matter,  or  thing  done,  executed,  or  entered 
into  by  or  under  the  authority,  express  or  implied, 
of  Her  Majesty's  local  Government  in  New  Zea- 
land." Under  what  might  be  called  "implied 
authority  "  there  was  no  end  of  questions  which 
might  be  raised,  and  they  would  have  an  amount 
of  litigation,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  wLich  he 
thought  a  very  considerable  sum  should  be  placed 
on  the  Estimates.  They  had  actually  seen  at 
the  last  sitting  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  a  question 
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of  £10,  decided  in  the  Beeident  Magistrate's 
Court,  brought  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  after- 
wards argued  in  the  Court  of  Appeal.  One  of 
the  Judges  stated  that  there  was  no  question  of 
lav  or  principle  iuTolred  in  the  case,  and  yet  such 
an  amount  of  litigation  was  gone  through  con- 
cerning it.  If  thej  passed  this  Bill,  they  would 
see  manj  similar  cases  of  litigation.  The  only 
remedj  that  Parliament  would  have  against  such 
judgments  was  not  to  vote  the  moneys  to  meet 
them.  But  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the 
honor  of  the  colony  that  tbey  should  first  en- 
courage litigation  and  then  refuse  to  pay  the 
cost.  They  constantly  found  that,  when  the 
Ooyemment  were  the  defendants,  juries  gaye 
large  damages  against  them.  Again,  the  clauses 
of  this  Act  did  not  dovetail  with  the  Act  of 
1871,  and  this  would  put  yery  considerable  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way  of  Judges  as  to  what  their 
duties  might  be,  under  the  Act.  As  he  had  said 
in  the  case  of  "The  Debtors  and  Creditors  Act, 
1875,"  which  was  certainly  an  abortion,  this  was 
not  an  Act  which  they  could  safely  pass,  and  it 
would  open  the  door  to  litigation  to  an  extent  of 
which  no  member  of  the  Council  could  be  aware. 
He  had  spoken  to  one  practitioner  on  the  sub- 
ject, Mr.  George  Cook,  of  Dunedin,  who  had 
perhaps  as  wide  an  experience  as  any  practitioner 
in  the  colony,  and  he  stated  that  this  would  be  a 
rery  dangerous  Act  to  pass.  He  moved,  That  it 
be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  moyed  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  upon  the  occasion  when 
this  Bill  was  proposed  to  be  read  a  second  time, 
for  the  reason  that,  except  a  few  words  which 
were  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  represent- 
ing the  Gk)vemment  and  some  obsenrations  made 
by  thi  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
a  measure  which  in  his  opinion  was  one  of  very 
great  importance  was  being  allowed  to  pass  its 
second  reading,  and  the  Council  was  being  allowed 
to  pledge  itself  to  the  policy  of  that  measure,  with- 
out honorable  gentlemen  having  made  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  proyi9ions  of  the  Bill,  or 
baying  been  informed  as  to  the  present  state  of 
the  law  on  the  subject.  The  existing  law  upon 
this  subject  was  contained  in  the  Crown  Redress 
Act  which  was  passed  in  1871,  and  which  was  to 
provide  for  the  enforcement  of  claims  against  the 
Crown  in  New  Zealand.  It  was  introduced  into 
the  Council  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  who,  amongst 
oUier  things,  said,  "  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
afford  a  suitor  the  same  redress  against  the  Crown 
MM  he  would  haye  against  a  private  individual. 
Under  the  present  law  no  proceedings  could  be 
taken  against  the  Crown,  except  with  its  own  con- 
sent. It  was  the  intention  of  the  Goyemment  to 
retain  that  provision,  as  it  was  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  State  against  innumer- 
able and  yexatious  proceedings.  The  cases  in 
which  the  Crown  came  into  contact  with  the  sub- 
ject were  so  many  that  it  was  necessary  to  pre- 
senre  that  restriction."  The  Act  denned  the 
method  of  proceeding.  It  provided  that  the 
consent  of  the  Goyemor  was  to  be  obtained  as 
an  initial  step.  That  being  had,  the  petition 
to  the  Goyemor,  upon  wmch  his  assent  was 
giyen,  was  filed  in   the  Supreme   Court,  and 


it  became  the  first  step  in  the  process.  After- 
wards the  case  whb  conducted  as  in  any  other 
ordinary  case,  except  that  the  Attorney-General 
liad  the  power  confided  to  him  of  changing  the 
yonue  of  the  trial  when  the  interests  of  the  public 
appeared  to  render  the  step  desirable.  The  Act 
provided  that  execution  should  issue  upon  the 
certificate  given  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Court 
specifying  the  yerdict  and  the  amount  of  costs 
that  were  to  be  paid.  The  Act  further  provided 
that  the  Governor  should  satisfy  the  yerdict  of  the 
Court  out  of  any  moneys  yoted  by  tho  General 
Assembly  for  that  purpose.  Clause  9  of  the  Act 
defined  the  character  of  the  claims  upon  which 
proceedings  should  be  taken.    It  said, — 

"  Nothing  shall  be  deemed  a  claim  or  demand 
within  the  meaning  of  this  Act  unless  the  same 
shall  be  founded  on  and  arise  out  of  some  con- 
tract entered  into  by  the  authority  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's local  Government  in  New  Zealand,  and  no 
person  shall  be  entitled  by  yirtue  of  this  Act  to 
prosecute  or  enforce  any  claim  against  Her  said 
Majesty  in  the  nature  of  an  action  for  specific 
relief  for  the  performance  of,  nor  any  action  for 
damages  for  the  breach  of,  any  contract  for  ths 
purclmse  of  waste  or  other  lands  of  the  Crown." 

The  proviso  was  passed  in  yiew  of  the  fact  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  administration  of  the  waste  lands 
of  the  Crown  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Provin- 
cial Government,  it  was  not  safe  for  the  Crown 
to  subject  itself  to  actions  upon  contracts  for 
dealing  with  the  waste  lands  the  responsibility 
for  and  full  administration  of  which  were  not  in 
their  own  hands.  That  Act  followed  the  Tic- 
torian  legislation.  It  was  nearly  a  transcript  of 
an  Act  which  a  short  time  previously  had  been 
passed  by  the  Le^slature  of  Victoria,  except  in 
this  particular  point:  The  Victorian  Act  made 
it  incumbent  upon  the  Treasurer  at  once  to 
satisfy  the  judgment  of  the  Court  without  ap- 
propriation by  the  Assembly,  but  the  interests  of 
the  Crown  were  protected  in  this  colony  by  the 
requirement  that,  before  a  judgment  could  be 
satisfied,  money  must  be  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  by  Parliament.  It  would  be  in  the  re- 
collection of  honorable  gentlemen,  no  doubt,  that 
a  scandal  arose  in  Victoria  owing  to  the  non- 
existence of  that  proyision  in  the  Crown  Redress 
Act  of  that  colony.  For  a  long  time  there  was  a 
deadlock  between  the  two  Houses  in  that  colony, 
arising  out  of  what  was  known  as  the  "  Darling 
question;"  and  during  all  that  time  the  finan- 
cial business  of  the  cmony,  and  all  expenditure 
on  account  of  the  establishments,  were  carried 
on  by  means  of  actions  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
Eyen  when  the  clerks  required  their  salaries 
they  brought  actions  against  the  Crown  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  judgments  were  satisfied  by 
the  Treasurer  on  the  authority  of  their  law.  In 
order  to  avoid  a  danger  of  that  kind  in  this 
colony  proyision  was  made  that  no  judgment  of 
the  Court  should  be  satisfied  until  an  appropria- 
tion was  made  by  Parliament  for  the  purpose. 
In  addition  to  the  Act  of  1871  there  was  passed 
the  Contractors  Arbitration  Act,  which  made  what 
was  hoped  would  be  a  sufficient  pri^ision  for 
satisfying  claims  which  might  arise  between  the 
Government  and  a  contractor ;  and  in  the  Pub- 
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lie  Works  Act  passed  last  year  furtber  prorision 
-was  made  for  giring  those  persons  dealing  with 
the  Crown  an  opportunity  in  all  transactions  of 
liaying  an  immediate  and  direct  remedj  against 
the  Crown  in  the  person  of  the  Minister.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  would  appear  that  a  not 
insufficient  provision  had  been  made  by  the 
Legislature  for  the  redress  of  all  grieyances  that 
oould  reasonably  be  expected  to  arise  between 
the  Crown  and  the  subject.  That  being  the  state 
of  the  law,  this  Bill  proposed  to  amend  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Crown  Redress  Act,  which  required 
that  the  consent  of  the  Goyemor  should  first  be 
obtained  before  any  legal  proceedings  could  be 
taken  against  the  Crown.  The  obtaining  of  such 
a  consent  he  took  to  be,  in  almost  all  cases,  a 
simple  formality.  The  0oyemor  in  these  cases 
meant  the  0oyemment,  and,  as  his  honorable 
friend  opposite  on  eyery  occasion  pointed  out,  the 
G-oyemment  was  always  responsible  for  any  ad- 
Tice  giyen  in  a  matter  which  would  unjustly 
affect  any  subject  of  Her  Majesty.  The  BiU  now 
before  the  Council  proposed  that  not  the  Supreme 
Court  alone,  but  the  District  Court  and  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate's  Court  should  be  open  to  these 
proceedings  against  the  Crown ;  and,  instead  of 
the  preliminary  consent  of  the  Gorernor  being 
obtained  for  the  institution  of  suits  of  that  kind, 
they  were  to  be  instituted  by  the  authority  of  a 
practising  barrister  of  the  Supreme  Court,  whose 
function  it  would  be  to  state  in  writing  under  his 
hand  that  he  considered  the  petitioner  had  a  good 
cause  of  action,  and  that  the  same  was  disclosed 
in  the  said  petition.  He  had  a  great  respect  for 
the  legal  profession  as  a  body,  but,  seeing  that 
in  every  case  gentlemen  of  that  profession  would 
be  found  ready  to  lend  their  seryices  to  6ne  side 
or  to  the  other  to  defend  the  right  or  the  wrong, 
as  the  case  might  be,  he  took  it  that  the  im- 
position of  such  a  provision  as  that  by  way  of 
pTotectinff  the  public  interests  was  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  sham.  He  had  already  read  the 
9th  clause  of  the  Act,  which  defined  the  cause 
of  action  upon  which  proceedings  could  be  taken. 
He  would  now  read  the  clause  which  was  pro- 
posed to  be  substituted  therefor.  The  8rd  section 
of  this  Bill  said,— 

"  Section  nine  of  the  said  *  Crown  Redress  Act, 
1871/  shall  be  repealed,  and  this  section  shall  be 
read  in  its  place  and  stead :  Nothing  shall  be 
deemed  a  claim  or  demand  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  Act,  unless  the  same  shall  be  founded 
on  or  arise  out  of  some  contract,  act,  deed,  matter, 
or  thing  done,  executed,  or  entered  into  by  or 
under  the  authority,  express  or  implied,  of  Her 
Majesty's  local  Goyemment  in  New  Zealand,  or 
for  which  the  said  local  Goyemment  would  be 
responsible  if  they  were  priyate  subjects  of  Her 
M^esty  in  New  Zealand." 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  peculiar  effect  of  this  alteration  of  the  word 
"  and "  for  the  word  "  or."  The  original  Act 
proposed  that  the  claim  "shall  be  founded  on 
and  arise  out  of."  This  alteration  opened  a  yery 
wide  door  indeed  to  the  constructiye  ingenuity  of 
legal  gentlemen.    They  were  not  told  that  any 

Sressing  occasion  had  arisen  for  an  alteration  of 
e  existing  law.    The  case  which  the  honorable  I 
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gentleman  had  quoted  with  reference  to  some  iron 
taken  out  of  a  wrecked  yessel  was  yery  capable 
of  explanation,  and  could  haye  been  yery  easily 
settled,  without  recourse  to  law,  upon  yery  reason- 
able grounds  and  principles.  At  any  rate,  if  it 
were  as  bad  as  the  honorable  gentleman  repre- 
sented, it  would  not  be  sufficient  ground  for  such 
an  alteration  of  the  law  as  was  herein  proposed, 
and  proposed  not  on  behalf  of  the  Gk>yemment, 
not  by  the  Crown  itself  through  the  medium  oi 
its  responsible  officers,  but  by  a  legal  gentleman  a 
priyate  member  in  another  place.  What  would 
happen,  to  his  mind,  under  the  provisions  of  tlus 
Bill,  would  be  that,  in  addition  to  the  Befenoa 
Office  which,  he  was  glad  to  think,  was  under  th« 
control  of  his  honorable  and  gallimt  friend,  there 
would  be  another  Defence  Office,  of  a  different 
character,  required  against  an  enemy  of  a  very 
different  kind  ;  and  he  ventured  to  think  that  out 
of  that  other  Defence  Office  the  Government  would 
have  infinitely  more  worry  and  trouble  than  aros* 
out  of  the  Defence  Office  in  the  sense  in  which  it 
at  present  existed.  II  there  were  any  grievance 
of  a  serious  character  which  required  redress,  he 
would  be  one  of  the  last  to  raise  his  voice  against 
any  reasonable  measure  beine  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  that  redress ;  but  he  most 
earnestly  protested  against  the  passing  of  a  Bill 
of  this  kind,  which,  as  he  said  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, might  properly  be  characterised  as  a  Bill  to 
promote  litigation,  and  not  a  Bill  to  protect  the 
subject  from  any  wrongs  that  could  be  perpetrated 
ajrainst  him  by  the  Government  of  the  colony. 
He  thought  he  had  shown  that  in  the  Crown  Re- 
dress Act  as  it  existed,  in  (he  Contractors  Arbi- 
tration Act,  and  in  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Works  Act,  which  subjected  the  Gk>yemment  to 
all  the  responsibilities  of  a  common  carrier,  there 
were  sufficient  means  of  redress  afforded  to  the 
subject  for  any  possible  wrongs  which  might  be 
inflicted  upon  him.  Behind  all  that,  there  was 
the  General  Assembly.  The  ears  of  gentlemen 
in  either  House  were  never  closed  against  peti- 
tions for  redress.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
the  evils,  if  any,  which  had  arisen  under  such 
circumstances  were  as  nothing  compared  with  the 
evils  of  the  worry  and  torment  of  incessant  litiga- 
tion to  which  the  door  would  be  opened  in  Sie 
colony  if  this  Bill  were  passed.  He  was  glad  to 
find  that  his  honorable  and  learned  friend  Mr. 
Hart  was  in  accord  with  him  in  the  view  he  took 
of  this  matter,  and  he  supported  with  great 
pleasure  the  honorable  genUeman's  amendment 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  they  always  lis- 
tened with  respect  and  pleasure  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  and  he  had  even  done  so 
on  the  present  occasion,  because  the  honorable 
gentleman  put  his  own  side  of  the  case  very  for- 
cibly ;  but  he  had  also  listened  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  with  very  great  regret  indeed — regret 
that  he  had  asked  the  Council  to  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  act  in  a  manner  which  he  (Mr.  Hall) 
believed  to  be  practically  tyrannicak  He  would 
first,  however,  address  himself  to  the  remaiks 
which  fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  who  strongly 
objected  to  this  BiU,  but  said  that  if  it  had  bMQ 
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m  maaaitre  like  the  Act  whioh  had  recently  been 
passed  in  New  South  Wales  he  would  not  hare 
objected  to  it  He  (Mr.  Hall)  would  trouble  the 
Council  bj  pointing  out  what  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  diflSeirences  between  thk  Bill  and  the  Act 
of  New  South  Wales.  The  alteration  proposed 
to  be  effected  by  the  present  Bill  had  been  rery 
fairly  described  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.  That 
honorable  gentleman  told  the  Council  —  what 
ererybody  who  had  looked  at  the  BUI  must  be 
a;ware  of— that  it  was  a  measure  extending  the 
operation  of  the  Act  of  1871.  It  might  be  sum- 
marized in  these  few  words:  that,  whereas  the 
Act  of  1871  only  gare  redress  to  the  subject 
where  he  had  a  ckim  or  demand  arising  out 
of  a  contract  with  the  Crown,  this  Bill  went 
further,  and  said  that  where  the  Crown  had  done 
an  injury  to  a  subject  he  might  also  claim  redress 
aoid  bring  an  action  ;  that  it  should  not  merely  be 
optional  with  the  Crown  to  allow  the  subject  to 
bring  his  action,  but  that,  as  a  matter  of  right, 
he  should  be  heard  in  a  Court  of  justice,  if  he 
claimed  to  hare  a  demand  against  the  Crown, 
in  the  same  way  that  he  would  be  heard  if  he 
bad  a  demand  against  a  fellow-subject.  The 
Bill,  to  his  mind,  did  not  go  far  enough.  He 
was  afraid  it  did  not  dearly  giro  remedies  in 
cases  where  injury  had  been  done  to  the  subject 
through  the  neglect  of  the  Crown — through,  for 
instance,  the  neglect  of  the  Crown  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  railways,  in  which  case  a  railway  oom- 
nany  would,  of  course,  be  liable.  His  honorable 
triend  Mr.  Hart  stated  that  he  would  not  ob- 
isot  to  this  Bill  if  it  were  on  the  model  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Act.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  frankly 
admittod  that,  haying  read  the  Act  of  New 
South  Wales,  he  beliered  it  was  a  better  measure 
than  this ;  but  he  thought  he  would  be  able  to 
show  to  the  Council  that  it  was  a  far  more  sweep- 
ing and  comprehensiye  measure,  and  laid  the 
Crown  fiMT  more  widely  open  to  actions  than  tlic 
Bill  under  consideration.  He  had  said  that  the 
cases  in  which  actions  might  be  brought  under 
this  Bill  might  not  include  cases  of  neglect. 
Now,  what  did  the  Act  of  New  South  Wales, 
of  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  had  spoken  with  so 
much  respect,  say  ?    It  said, — 

"Any  person  having  or  deeming  himself  to 
haye  any  just  claim  or  demand  whateyer  against 
the  Gk>yemment  of  this  colony  may  set  forth  the 
same  in  a  petition  to  the  Goyemor  praying  him 
to  i^>point  a  nominal  defendant  in  the  matter  of 
such  petition ;  and  the  Goyemor,  with  the  ad  rice 
of  the  Executiye  Council,  may,  by  notification  in 
the  Oazette,  appoint  any  person  resident  in  the 
colony  to  be  a  nominal  defendant  accordingly : 
Proyided  that,  if  within  one  month  after  presen- 
tation of  such  petition  no  such  notification  be 
made,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  the  time  being 
shall  be  the  nominal  defendant." 

The  Colonial  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  was 
the  nominal  defendant.  Then  the  8rd  clause  went 
on  to  say, — 

**  The  petitioner  may  sue  such  nominal  defen- 
dant at  law  or  in  equity  in  any  competent  Court, 
and  eyery  such  case  shall  be  commenced  in  the 
same  way,  and  the  proceedings  and  riffhts  of  par- 
ties themn  shaU,  as  neariy  at  poesude,  be  the 


same,  and  judgment  and  costs  shall  follow  or  may 
be  awarded  on  either  side,  as  in  an  ordinary  case 
between  subject  and  subject." 

Next  followed  proyisions  as  to  the  payment  of 
costs.    The  Act  prorided, — 

"  The  Colonial  Treasurer  shall  pay  all  damages 
and  costs  adjudged  against  any  such  nominal 
defendant,  or  costs  awi^ed  against  the  Crown  or 
Attorney-General  under  this  Act,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  his  hands  then  le^Iy  applicable 
thereto." 

He  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  a  power  in  the  Crown  to  pay  any 
judgment  against  it  except  out  of  moneys  ap« 
propriated  by  the  General  Assembly  for  that 
purpose,  for  the  obyious  reason  that  it  might 
be  abused  as  it  was  abused  in  the  Colony  of 
Victoria.  This  Bill  accordingly  provided  that 
damages  recovered  against  the  Crown  could  only 
be  paid  out  of  moneys  appropriated  by  the 
General  Assembly,  and  it  was  not  open  to  objec- 
tion, therofore,  on  that  scoro.  He  preferred  the 
Act  of  New  South  Wales,  because  it  was  simpler 
in  its  wording,  more  full  Mid  comprehensive  in 
its  effect,  and  proceeded  upon  the  broad  principle 
that  whero  thero  was  a  wrong  there  should  be  a 
remedy,  whether  that  wrong  was  committed  by 
the  Crown  or  by  a  subject.  He  felt  sure  that 
v^as  a  principle  which  aooner  or  later  must  obtain 
in  this  country  and  in  eveir  country  whero  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  was  nirly  protected.  He 
could  not  help  saying  that  the  opposite  principle^ 
that  a  subject  was  not  to  have  any  remedy  against 
the  Crown  for  a  wrong  done  to  him,  was  the  very 
basis  of  all  despotism — that,  in  fact,  it  was  the 
principle  of  despotic  government.  No  sooner 
would  the  injustice  to  which  this  might  lead  be 
felt  by  the  public  generally  —  and  the  working 
of  the  railways  by  the  Government  would  soon 
make  it  felt — than  it  would  be  such  an  intoler- 
able ffrievance  that  of  course  it  would  have  to  be 
romedied.  It  was  a  very  old-fashioned  tale  which 
they  wero  now  endeavouring  to  amend,  that  the 
Crown  could  not  be  sued.  It  had  lasted,  he  sup- 
posed, from  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
or  even  earlier ;  but  in  those  days  the  Crown  was 
meroly  engaged  in  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try, while  now  an  entirely  new  state  of  things 
existed,  and  the  Crown  was  doing  the  work  of 
private  individuals :  it  was  constructing  and 
working  railways.  If  those  railways  were  worked 
by  a  private  company  of  course  there  would  be 
a  romedy  against  that  company  for  any  wrong 
that  it  committed,  and  why  should  there  not  be 
against  the  Government  ?  It  was  often  said  that 
there  was  a  prejudice  against  railway  companies, 
and  that  in  litigation  they  always  came  off  badly ; 
but  was  that  a  reason  why  the  public  should  not 
have  a  remedy  against  railway  companies  at  all  P 
His  honorable  friend  said  that  a  remedy  was  given 
by  the  Public  Works  Act.  That  was  where  it  wae 
not  given.  It  was  true  that  they  were  liable  as 
common  carriers  in  case  they  lost  a  parcel ;  but 
if  they  set  fire  to  a  man's  grain  or  his  buildings 
they  did  not  do  that  in  their  capacity  as  common 
carriers,  and  there  was  no  redress.  It  had  been 
urged  that  this,  up  to  the  present  time,  was  a 
theoretic  grievance — that  there  had  been  no  ( 
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of  hardship.  His  honorable  friend  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had,  however,  pointed  out  a  case  of 
hardship.  Upon  that,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  said 
that  there  were  other  modes  of  redress  j  but,  in 
point  of  fact,  they  were  only  at  the  option  of  the 
Gt>yemment.  Now,  with  all  regard  to  his  honor- 
able friend,  he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  op- 
tional with  the  Crown,  as  a  matter  of  fact  with 
the  Ministers  of  the  day,  and  very  often,  in  such 
cases,  with  the  permanent  heads  of  departments 
— it  ought  not  to  be  left  to  them  to  say  whether 
an  indiridual  who  had  suffered  a  wrong  in  a  dis- 
tant part  of  the  colony  should  have  redress  or 
not;  and  he  could  not  help  saving  that  his  honor- 
able friend,  notwithstanding  all  his  excellent  qua- 
lities, was  one  of  the  very  last  men  to  whom  he 
would  leave  this  option  of  saying  whether  redress 
should  be  afforded,  because,  as  a  rule,  he  took 
extreme  yiews  as  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Government.  But  there  were  other  cases 
of  actual  hardship  which  had  occurred.  The 
Government  had  not  been  working  the  railways 
long,  yet  cases  were  cropping  up  every  day,  and 
it  was  a  grievance  which  was  felt  in  the  part 
of  the  colony  from  which  he  came.  He  had  had 
in  his  possession  original  documents  from  which 
he  had  quoted  on  a  previous  occasion  in  the 
Council,  relating  to  a  case  in  which  a  railway 
locomotive  set  fire  to  a  fine  crop  of  wheat  and 
destroyed  it,  by  which  the  farmer  lost  between 
£500  and  £600.  There  was  no  doubt  whatever 
about  the  facts,  as  everything  was  proved,  and 
yet  that  man  to  this  date  had  not  obtained  any 
redress,  and  could  not  do  so.  Now,  did  honor- 
able members  mean  to  say  that  that  state  of 
things  ought  to  continue,  or  that  it  could  con- 
tinue? That  man  was  entirely  without  any 
remedy,  except  such  as  he  might  c^et  from 
what  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  called  the  liberality 
of  Parliament.  But  had  they  not  already 
enough  to  do  in  the  Assembly  without  inviting 
petitions  of  this  kind?  and  was  it  to  depend 
upon  a  man's  ability  to  procure  powerful  and 
•xealous  advocates  in  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature whether  he  was  to  get  redress  for  a  wrong 
of  this  kind  or  not  ?  The  case  he  had  referred 
to  was  not  the  only  one.  A  case  had  been  men- 
tioned to  him  in  which  sparks  were  actually  seen 
to  go  from  an  engine  on  to  a  building  belong- 
ing to  a  private  individual,  near  Christchurch. 
The  building  was  destroyed,  and  the  owner  had 
been  refused  any  kind  of  redress.  He  would 
not  address  the  Council  so  strongly  on  this  mat- 
ter if  he  did  not  feel  that  a  crying  injustice 
existed.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  objected  to  the 
power  to  sue  in  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court. 
Of  course,  if  it  were  thought  proper,  the  claims 
could  be  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  only. 
When  the  claims  were  for  small  amounts  that 
would  probably  be  a  hardship,  and  it  might  be 
possible  to  provide  that,  unless  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Ck>vemment,  a  claim  against  the 
Government  should  not  be  heard  except  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  But  where  the  amount  in- 
volved was  not  large  it  would  be  practically  a 
denial  of  justice  to  insist  that  the  case  should 
be  tried  by  the  Supreme  Court.  If  the  Govern- 
ment thought  that  there  was  any  attempt  at 
Son.  Mr,  Hall 


imposition,  or  that  any  large  principle  was  in- 
volved, it  might  be  provided  tnat  it  should  be 
optional  for  the  Ck>vernment  to  have  the  case 
tried  in  the  Supreme  Court.  He  would  not  ob- 
ject  to  an  amendment  in  that  direction  if  he 
could  obtain  a  real  and  substantial  remedy.  The 
case  was  a  very  simple  one.  His  honorable  friend 
had  said  that  the  Government  were  liable  under 
the  Public  Works  Act  as  common  carriers,  but 
he  (Bir.  'Hall)  had  shown  that  they  were  not 
liable,  and  that  there  was  no  remedy  where  the 
subject  suffered  injuries  of  the  kind  he  had  re- 
ferred  to.  In  conclusion,  he  would  only  say  again 
that,  where  the  Gkyvemment  entered  upon  the 
work  of  a  private  company,  and  stepped  out  of  the 
ordinary  functions  of  Government  to  ondertake 
operations  in  the  course  of  which  they  might  and 
did  inflict,  and  coold  not  help  inflicting  now  and 
then,  a  wronff  upon  a  subject,  it  was  contrary  to 
every  princifue  of  fairness  and  justice  that  the 
subject  should  not  have  an  opportunity  of  having 
his  grievance  heard  in  a  Court  of  justice ;  and, 
when  this  principle  had  been  admitted  in  the 
neighbouring  colonies — it  had  been  admitted  in 
Victoria,  and,  as  he  had  shown,  in  the  most  ample 
manner  in  New  South  Wales — he  trusted  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  would  not  refuse  to 
afford  a  simple  remedy  for  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  serious  and  very  great  wrong. 

Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  his  vote  would 
depend  on  the  answer  which  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary would  give  to  the  question  which  he  had 
put  to  him.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
consent  that  any  action  should  be  tried  only  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  he  would  agree  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill ;  but,  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber wished  actions  to  be  tried  in  the  inferior 
Courts,  that  would  be  a  risk  which  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  safe  to  run. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT,  as  a  layman,  ex- 
pressed, with  some  diffidence,  an  opinion  opposed 
to  that  of  his  honorable  and  learned  friend  Mr. 
Hart.  It  would  be  a  very  gross  injustice  for  the 
strong  to  shut  the  door  against  the  weak.  A  case 
had  recently  occurred,  which  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  in  which  a  farmer  at 
Christchurch,  who  had  suffered  injury,  brought 
his  case  before  the  Government,  and  was  told 
that  he  could  have  no  redress,  although  he  had 
lost  several  hundreds  of  pounds.  Was  that  fair, 
just,  or  honorable?  He  (Colonel  Brett)  knew 
what  justice  was.  He  might  be  ignorant  of  what 
was  meant  by  legal  justice,  but  he  knew  what 
military  justice  was.  He  had  for  thirty -three 
or  thirty-four  years,  as  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 
could  vouch,  been  accustomed  to  adminbter  jus- 
tice. All  military  men  sat,  about  three  times 
in  every  month,  upon  trials  of  men  in  their  regi- 
ments and  in  the  garrison  for  all  sorts  of 
crimes;  and  he  thought  he  was  as  capable  of 
judging  as  the  Chief  Justice  himself.  Ho  did 
not  see  why  justice  should  not  be  done  to  men  in 
a  low  position  of  life,  and  objected  to  the  door 
being  shut  against  justice  by  such  a  powerful 
body  as  the  Government.  This  was  a  very  proper 
and  just  Bill,  and  he  would  support  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  would  like  to 
ask  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  whether,  in  the  case  he 
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had  mentioned  of  a  crop  of  grain  being  destroyed 
bj  firei  the  owner  had  taken  any  steps  to  obtain 
redress,  and,  if  so,  what  course  he  ]iad  pursued. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  he  applied  to  the 
Goyernment  for  redress,  but  it  was  refused. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON  asked  if  he 
had  appUed  by  petition. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  belieyed  he  had  also 
petitioned  ;  but  without  success. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  were  not  so  much 
against  the  principle  of  the  Bill  as  against  certain 
parts  which  might  well  be  considered  in  Com- 
mittee.    For  instance,  the  honorable  gentleman 
objected  to  the  Courts  by  which  it  was  proposed 
that  claims  against  the  Gk)Temment  should  be 
tried.    There  would  be  an  opportunity  in  Com- 
mittee for  discussing  that  question,  and,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  would    explain    why    the 
claimants  should  be  debarred  from  making  their 
claims  before  any  competent  Court,  such  as  was 
proposed  in  this  Bill,  and  also  allowed  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Act,  he  (Colonel  Whitmore) 
would   rather  accept  the  Bill. with  the  restric- 
tion mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Billon  Bell, 
than  that  it  should  be  thrown  out  altogether. 
Then    the    honorable   gentleman  objected   that 
the  Bill  was   not  brought  in  by  the  GoTem- 
ment.     Certainly  it  had  happened  that  it  was 
not  introduced  by  the  Qoyemment,  but  the  pre- 
sent QoTemment  had  accepted  it,  and  the  pre- 
Tious  OoTei  nment  had  looked  upon  it  with  fa?our, 
so  much  so  that  the  late  Attorney-General  had 
giTen  his  aid  in  Committee  in  altering  and  Tery 
materially  improring  the  prorisions  of  the  Bill. 
Not  only  did  a  Crown   Redress    Act   exist    in 
New  South  Wales,  but  in  Victoria  also,  where  it 
was  called  the  Crown  Remedies  Act ;   and,  al- 
though the  proyisions  in  the  latter  colony  were 
not  quite  so  wide  as  in  the  case  of  New  South 
Wales,  still  they  were  rery  much  more  liberal 
than  the  law  at  present  in  existence  in  New  Zea- 
land.   There  was  a  reason  why  the  proyisions  of 
the  New  Zealand  Crown  Redress  Act  should  be 
wider  than  those  of  Victoria.    This  colony  was 
singular  in  respect  to  the  large  amount  of  priyate 
business  done  by  its  Goyernment.    It  not  only 
conducted  railways ;  it  also  had  a  Public  Trustee  s 
Department,   an   insurance    business,  and   post 
office  sayings  banks  —  which  last  he  supposed 
were  common  to  all  the  colonies — and,  what  was 
singular,  it  had  newspapers  too,  and  only  re- 
cently an  action  had  been  brought,  by  the  per- 
mission of  the  Qoyemment,  against  a  Goyern- 
ment newspaper  for  Ubel.    The  subject  in  New 
Zealand,  therefore,  was  brought  much  more  into 
commercial  relations  with  the  Ck>yernment  than 
elsewhere,  and  would  haye  yery  much  greater 
grieyances  if  he  were  debarred  from  the  relief 
which  the  law  ordinarily  proyided  as  between 
subject  and  subject.    The  New  South  Wales  Act 
was  not  found  to  operate  unjustly,  nor  was  it 
contended  that  it  had  done  so.    If  it  could  be 
shown,  as  he  thought  it  could,  that  there  were 
many  more  cases  than  the  yery  glaring  one  he  had 
adduced,  of  the  "  Kate  Moynahan,''  in  which  injus- 
tice had  been  done  to  the  subject  in  the  colony 
ihroogh  the  immunity  of  the  Crown,  then  there 


would  be  a  yery  good  case  made  out  for  the  pass- 
ing of  an  Act  to  giye  at  all  eyents  a  wider  measure 
of  justice  than  was  afforded  by  the  restricted  Act 
of  1871.     It  yras  true  that  under  the  Public 
Works  Act  the  Goyernment  was  liable  as  car- 
riers, but  there  were  a  great  many  other  injuries 
which  would  arise  out  of  the  railway  business  be- 
sides those  which  were  the  result  of  the  careless- 
ness of  the  carriers.    One  great  source  of  loss  to 
railway  companies  in  England  arose  from  damages 
to  persons  injured  by  the  negligence  of  railway 
servants.    Was  it  not  monstrous  that,  through 
the  carelessness  of  railway  guards,  many  persons' 
liyes  and  limbs  should  be  injured  without  any  re- 
dress being  afforded  ?    There  was  the  injunr  which 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  mentioned,  arising  from  the 
setting  fire  to  grass  or  crops,  especially  in  the  dry 
season.    It  would  not  take  a  yery  inyentiye  mind 
to  conceiye  a  great  many  other  instances  in  which 
a  great  practical  wron^  would  be  done  to  the  sub- 
ject without  there  being,  as  the  law  stood,  any 
possible  remedy.   The  only  arguments  that  seemed 
to  be  brought  against  the  Bill  were  of  two  classes. 
One  was  that  they  could  not  trust  the  young  law- 
yers of  the  country.     He  did  not  think  that  was 
a  yery  good  argument.    He  thought  the  lawyers 
in  this  country  were  a  yery  fair  sample  of  the  rest 
of  the  people — there  wei'e  bad  and  good  amongst 
them.  At  oil  events,  if  the  actions  were  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  Supreme  Court,  there  would  be  a  jury 
which  would  at  once  see  whether  or  not  it  was  a 
trumped-up  case,  and  probably  the  lawyer  would 
take  very  little  for  his  pains.     Unless,  indeed, 
we  could  imagine  that  the  whole  community  was 
debauched  in  mind,  and  that  the  moral  prin- 
ciple of  juries  was  so  blunted  that  they  would 
conspire  with  speculative  and  deprayed  ^oung 
lawyers,  he  could  not  see  what  practical  ii\jury 
would  arise  from  that.    Another  argument  used 
was  also  an  attack  upon  the  moral  sense  of  right 
of  the  community.     It  was  commonly  said  that 
juries  were  cardess    as   to    what    extravagant 
awards   they  gave  when  the  Government  were 
the  defendants.     He  did  not  know  that  juries 
were  worse  than  Committees  of  another  branch 
— and  possibly  this  branch — of  the  Legislature 
in  the  matter  of  petitions.    If  they  debarred 
the  subject  of  his  right  to  appeal  to  the  Courts 
of  law  they  would  leave  him  only  one  tribunal, 
and  that  was  the  Parliament.    He  would  haye 
to  approach  Parliament  by  petition,  and  appear 
before  the  Petitions  Committee.     Well,   Com- 
mittees were  very  inscrutable,  and  their  opinions 
were  yery  diyerse.    Sometimes  their  awards  were 
yery  liberal*  and  at  other  times  they  were  marked 
by    the    most    extraordinary     parsimony.     He 
belieyed  that  the  average  would  be  found  to  be 
rather  over-liberal  than  over-parsimonious.    He 
thought,  moreover,  that  it  was  yery  undesirable 
that    there    should    be    the    kind   of    influence 
brought  to  bear  which  this  sort  of  thing  had  a 
tendency  to  introduce  into  the  lobbies  and  into 
Parliament.     If  this  Bill  did  nothing  else  than 
remoye  that  evil,  he  would  not  regret  the  change. 
The  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  who  was 
their  sole  authority  in  the  Council  upon  such 
matters,  and  who  spoke  from  long  practical  ex- 
perience, was  entitled,  he  admitted,  to  very  great 
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respect  and  yerj  great  attention  when  be  spoke 
so  strongly  as  he  did  upon  this  snbject,  but  he 
would  submit  to  that  honorable  gentleman  that, 
if  he  conceired  there  was  nothing  amiss  in  tbe 
New  South  Wales  Act,  and  if  he  (Colonel  Whit- 
more)  was  perfectly  prepared  to  accept  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  Act,  tne  honorable  gentleman  should 
give  all  the  assistance  he  could  in  Committee, 
which  be  was  sure  he  would  do,  because  they  all 
knew  how  willing  he  was  to  help  them  in  matters 
of  this  kind  in  Committee.  If  the  honorable 
ffenlleman  would  do  that,  he  would  not  only  be 
doing  a  personal  kindness  to  him  (Colonel  Whit- 
mor^,  but  would  be  doing  a  Tcrj  great  serrice  to 
the  country.  The  honorable  gentleman  might 
depend  upon  it  that  he  (Colond  Whitmore) ,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  and  many  other  honorable  mem- 
bers, did  not  speak  without  some  experience 
when  they  said  tnat  there  were  a  rery  large  num- 
ber of  instances  arising  erery  day  in  which  the 
settlers  of  the  country  were  treated,  as  tbe  law 
stood,  in  a  manner  that  might  fairly  be  called 
tyrannical.  He  hoped  tbe  Bill  would  be  read  a 
second  time,  and  he  would  be  willing  to  amend  it 
to  the  fullest  extent  in  Committee. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now,*  pro- 
posed to  be  omitted,  do  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion;" upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         10 


Majority  for 


6 


AtB8. 


Sir  F.  Billon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards. 
Captain  Frasir, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  ManteU, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  a.  B.  Johnson, 


Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Phararyn, 
Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Wigley. 


Noes. 


Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

OTAGO  MUSEUM  BILL. 
The  Coimcil  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Claufe  3. — Pastoral  lands   vested  in  Univer- 
sity. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  the  clause 
be  erased  from  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  port  of  the  Bill  ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result  J — 

Ayes         13 

Noes         9 

Majority  for        4 

Uon.  CoioMl  Whitmore 


Atbs. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  BeU, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Bir.  Edwards, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


Mr.  ManteQ, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Sir  J.  L.C.  BiohBrcUon. 


Nobs. 


Colonel  Brett,  Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Chamberlin,  Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Hart,  Colonel  Wbitmors, 

Mr.  G-.  R.  Johnson,         Mr.  Williamson. 
Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny; 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  clause  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments,  and  the  third  reading  fixed  for  next 
sitting  day. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  REPEBSBNTATIVE8. 

Wednetdasft  2Ui  Ifovemher,  1877. 


First  Beadings— Second  BeadingB— Third  Be«diiifi-Bin 
DiMhurged— Thunea  Badowmenta — Martinet  B^ 
Qveentiown  uid  Oromw^  Baihray— Donedin  Xaaifli- 
pal  Bill— Grey  Biver  Bridge— CoontT  and  Miuic^ 
Endowments— North  of  AncUand  Worka— Lottenei 
Bill — Forest  Trees  Planting  Enoooragemenk  Bill— 
Aorere  Tramwaj— Catlin'a  Birer  Telegi^h. 

The  AonNO-SPBAKEB  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

FIRST  HEADINGS. 
Maori  Real  Estate  Management  Bill,  Wynd- 
ham  Show-Ground  Bill,  Whangarei  Port  Bili. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Christchurch  Board  of  Health  Bill,  Foxton 
Harbour  Bill|  Wyndham  Recreation  Reserve 
Bill,  Lyttelton  and  Heathoote  Recreation  Gboimd 
BUI,  Taratiaki  Smelting  Works  Land  Bill,  Jack- 
sou's  Bay  Road  District  Bill,  Hutt,  Waikaoie, 
and  Palmerston  Railway  Bill,  DomicUe  BUI. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Christchurch  Board  of  Health  Bill,  TiiBani 
Harbour  Bill,  Milford  Harbour  Bill,  Wyndham 
Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  Lyttelton  and  Heath- 
cote  Recreation  Ground  Bill,  Taranaki  SmdtiDg 
Works  Land  Bill,  Jackson's  Bay  Road  Distnet 
Bill,  Hutt,  Waikanae,  and  Palmerston  Batlvay 
Bill,  Peninsula  County  BiD,  Canterbury  Bailwajt 
Land  Bill,  Mount  Cook  Road  District  Bfll, 
Hokonui  Education  Reserve  Bill,  Masterton  and 
Gbeytown  Lands  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Local  Option  Bill. 

THAMES  ENDOWMENTS. 
Mr.    ROWE    (on    behalf   of    Mr.   O'Borb) 
Mked  the  Mimster  for  Lands,  What  steps  baTe 
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been  taken,  or  are  intended  to  be  taken,  to  con- 
fer upon  the  unendowed  Borough  of  the  Thames 
endowments  such  as  are  proposed  to  be  conferred 
on  Kaiapoi,  Ljttelton,  and  Akaroa  under  the 
350th  clause  of  "  The  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  1876''?  The  House  would  remember  that 
during  last  session  prorision  was  made  for  setting 
aside  endowments  for  boroughs  throughout  the 
colony.  In  January  last  the  Thames  Borough 
applied  to  the  Goyernment  for  an  appropriation 
in  this  direction ;  but,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  no 
answer  bad  up  to  the  present  time  been  received 
from  the  Qovemment,  and  certainly  no  action 
had  been  taken  in  the  matter.  It  could  not  be 
doubted  that  the  Thames  was  as  much  entitled 
to  such  an  endowment  as  many  other  parts  of 
the  colony.  He  had  taken  notice  of  what  had 
been  done  in  this  respect  during  the  present 
session.  There  was  Akaroa,  for  instance,  the 
representatiye  of  which  district  had  done  per- 
fectly right  in  getting  an  endowment  for  his 
borough.    The  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 

5 lace  was  about  590.  Then  there  was  the  late 
linister  of  Justice,  who  represented  Kaiapoi, 
which  place  contained  about  1,000  inhabitants. 
The  honorable  gentleman  got  an  endowment  for 
that  place,  not  only  within  the  district,  but  out- 
side of  it,  haying  selected  some  of  the  yery  best 
land  in  the  proyinoe.  He  did  not  blame  those 
honorable  gentlemen,  and  would  like  to  do  ex- 
actly the  same  as  they  had  done.  But  he  hap- 
pened to  represent  a  borough  which  contained 
10,000  inhabitants,  and  when  that  borough  made 
an  application  for  the  endowment  to  which  it 
was  entitled  no  answer  was  giyen  to  the  applica- 
tion. He  trusted  the  GK>yernment  would  giye  a 
satisfactory  answer.  There  was,  perhaps,  a  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way,  and  the  GK>yomment  might 
say,  **  You  have  no  land  in  your  district  j"  but 
there  was  plenty  of  land  in  Canterbury  and 
Otago  which  the  Thames  people  would  haye  no 
objection  to  take.  If  there  were  no  lands  in  the 
Thames  District  for  the  purpose,  he  trusted  the 
6k>yemment  would  find  them  elsewhere. 

Mr.  MACANBBEW  said  the  Goyemmeut 
were  quite  prepared  to  give  effect  to  the  petition 
of  the  Municipal  Corporation  of  the  Thames  as 
soon  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so.  Certain  lauds 
had  been  pointed  out  which  would  be  suitable  for 
the  purpose,  but,  uufortunately,  that  land  at  pre- 
sent t>elonged  to  the  Katiyes.  The  Goyemment 
had  for  some  time  past  been  endeayouring  to  get 
a  title  to  that  land,  and,  as  soon  as  that  was  ac- 
complished, effect  would  be  giyen  to  the  wish  of 
the  borough. 

MARTIN'S  BAY. 
Mr.  MANDEBS,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ins  in  his  name,  said  a  similar  motion,  having 
reference  to  Catlin's  Bay,  was  moyed  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  a  few  days  preyiously,  and 
carried.  He  was  aware  that  many  members  of 
the  House  had  yisited  Martin's  Bay,  and  could 
testify  to  the  fact  that  as  good  a  harbour  existed 
there  as  at  Jackson's  Bay.  The  first  settlers 
were  induced  to  take  up  land  there  by  the  Go- 
yemment, and  other  settlers  bad  since  yoluntarily 
tak^  up  their  residence  there  independeiitly  of 
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Goyemment  support.  Altogether,  Martin's  Bay 
was  becoming  a  very  rising  settlement.  People 
were^  leaying  the  districts  represented  by  the 
honorable  members  for  Geralaine  and  Timaru, 
and  many  other  parts  of  the  Provincial  District 
of  Canterbury,  and  settling  in  this  part  of  the 
West  Coast.  There  was  a  fine  harbour  at  Mar- 
tin's Bay,  and  the  expenditure  of  £1,000  would 
render  it  safe  at  all  times.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  pass  the  motion  as  it  stood,  and  when  the 
House  went  into  Committee  he  would  go  into  fur- 
ther details  to  proye  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
amount  asked  tor  would  be  extremely  beneficial. 
He  knew  that  the  Minister  for  Lands  had  the 
welfare  of  the  district  at  heart,  and  he  trusted 
the  assistance  asked  for  would  be  given. 

Motiou  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  House  will,  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  Noyem- 
ber,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  consider  of  an  address  to  the  Goyemor  re- 
questing that  His  Excellency  will  cause  to  be 
placed  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  a  sura  of 
£1,000  for  the  purpose  of  removing  a  rock  that 
exists  at  the  entrance  of  Martin's  Bay  Harbour, 
and  for  the  improying  of  the  approaches  to  that 
harbour  genersdly." — {Mr^  Manaert.) 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  Government 
would  have  no  objection  to  the  present  motion 
beine  carried,  as  it  committed  them  to  nothing. 
The  nonorable  gentleman  could  explain  the  mat- 
ter further  in  Committee,  and  honorable  members 
would  then  be  in  a  better  position  to  make  up 
their  minds  as  to  whether  the  proposal  should  be 
assented  to  or  not. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  considered  it  mere  waste 
of  time  to  discuss  the  motion.  The  honorable 
gentleman's  best  course  would  be  to  induce  the 
Gt>yernment  to  send  the  "  Stella  "  round  to  Mar- 
tin's Bay  when  she  made  her  usual  lighthouse 
trip,  and  obtain  information  as  to  whether  the 
proposal  was  practicable  or  not.  The  report 
would  be  laid  on  the  table  next  session,  and  the 
House  could  take  action  upon  it  if  it  thought  fit. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  said  he  would  not  oppose 
the  motion,  but  he  would  like  to  know  what  the 
population  of  Martin's  Bay  was  at  the  present 
time.  He  yisited  Martins  Bay  about  twelve 
months  ago,  and  the  settlement  was  then  in 
anything  but  a  fiourishing  condition.  He  should 
like  to  know  how  many  people  were  to  be  bene- 
fited by  the  expenditure  of  the  £1,000. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  that,  after  what  had  fallen 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  Valley,  it 
would  be  waste  of  time  to  proceed  further  with 
the  matter.  It  would  be  better  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  advance  what  reasons  he 
had  to  advance  in  favour  of  the  motion,  so  that 
the  House  might  dispose  of  it  at  once. 

Major  ATKINSON  suggested  that  the  House 
should  allow  the  motion  to  be  passed.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Wakatipu  should  interview  the 
Government,  and  ascertain  whether  there  was  any 
probability  of  the  work  being  carried  out. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN  thought  it  would  have  been 
far  better  to  have  called  this  a  river,  and  not  a  har- 
bour. As  honorable  gentlemen  knew,  there  were 
matiy  harbours  of  refuge  on  the  west  coast  of 
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the  Middle  Island  into  which  vesBels  of  any  sire 
could  run  when  they  were  in  distress.  Amongst 
others,  there  was  ])ii>ky  Sound,  which  was  fre- 
quently taken  adi'antage  of  by  vessels  when  the 
weather  was  rough.  With  regard  to  the  river 
referred  to  in  the  motion,  there  was  a  "fresh" 
constantly  running  there,  and  it  was  very  seldom 
that  any  boat  could  enter  it.  He  did  not  think 
it  wise  to  spend  money  in  the  way  proposed. 

Mr.  8WANS0N  said  that,  if  the  Government 
would  assure  the  honorable  member  for  Wakatipu 
that  when  next  one  of  their  vessels  went  to  this 
place  the  captain  siiould  be  instructed  to  make 
a  report  regurding  the  rocks,  such  an  assurance 
should  Bottle  the  que:>tion  at  once. 

Mr.  MACANDKEW  might  be  allowed  to  fay, 
in  addition  to  what  he  had  already  etat«d,  that 
the  rock  in  question  had  been  reported  on  re- 
peatedly, and  it  was  not  unlikely  that  it  could  bo 
removed  for  half  the  sum  asked  for  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wakatipu,  or  even  less  than  half. 
The  settlement  was  progressing  slowly  but  surely, 
and  would  yet  become  a  prosperous  and  iui- 
portant  part  of  the  colony ;  and  in  his  opinion 
erery  obstacle  to  settlement  should  be  removed. 
The  Government  would  see  what  they  could  do 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BURNS  thought  the  whole  difficuUy 
would  bo  met  if  the  (Government  would  promise 
to  send  down  the  "Stella"  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity with  some  dynamite  wherewith  to  blow 
the  rock  up. 

Mr.  MANDERS  was  quite  prepared  to  accept 
the  assurance  of  the  Minister  for  Lands.  He 
believed  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
rock  could  be  removed  for  less  than  £1,000,  but 
he  had  merely  put  that  down  as  the  very  greatest 
sum  that  would  be  required. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

QUEENSTOWN  AND  CROMWELL 
RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MANDERS,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Invercargill  liad  obtained  a  promise  from  the 
Government  that  the  line  referred  to  in  the  mo- 
tion should  be  surreyed,  and  that  the  result  of 
the  survey  would  be  made  known  to  the  Assembly 
next  session.  When  they  went  into  Committee 
he  would  be  able  to  show  that  there  were  200,000 
acres  of  land  in  the  district  which  he  represented 
which  were  available  for  the  purpose,  and  those 
lands  could  be  appropriated  just  as  well  as  cer- 
tain lunds  had  been  appropriated  for  the  Strath 
Taieri  Railway.  They  would  be  as  a  mere  flea- 
bite  taken  out  of  his  county,  which  contained 
4,000,000  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  60,000 
were  freehold.  He  would  say  no  more  at  present, 
but  would  simply  move  the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  House  will,  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  Novem- 
ber, resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  consider  of  an  addrisss  to  be  presented  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  praying  that  he  will 
cause  land,  in  convenient  bloi-ks,  comprising  in 
the  whole  200,000  acres,  contif^uous  to  the  pro- 
posed line  of  railway  from  Queenstown  to  Crom- 
well, or  situate  in  some  part  of  Lake  County,  to 
Mr.  J.  C.  Drown 


be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  said 
line  of  railway."—  (Air.  Manders  ) 

Mr.  MACANDREW  thought  it  would  be  well 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not  press  his 
motion,  as  it  was  somewhat  premature.  The 
Gx>Ternment  had  already  promised  the  honorable 
member  for  Invercargill  that  the  line  should  be 
surveyed  during  the  recess,  and,  as  that  survey 
would  be  made,  he  thought  the  honorable  gentle- 
man should  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  understood  that  there  was 
some  process  by  which  the  land  could  be  reserved 
temporarily. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  explained  that  the  whole 
of  the  land  in  that  district  was  held  under  pos- 
toral  leases,  which  would  not  expire  for  some 
years,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  sold. 

Mr.  MANDERS  would  accept  the  assurance 
of  the  Minister  for  Lands  that  the  matter  would 
be  attended  to,  and  therefore  he  would,  with  the 
leave  of  the  House,  withdraw  his  motion. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

DUNEDIN  MUNICIPAL  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Stout,  moved,  That  this  llouse  will,  on  next  ait- 
ling  day,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  of  an  addre.«s  to  His  Excel- 
lency praying  that  he  will  cause  the  sum  of 
£dOO  to  be  placed  on  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates to  partially  recoup  the  Dunedin  City 
Council  for  expenses  incurred  in  drafting  the 
Municipal  Bill  of  last  year. 

Mr.  ROWE  did  not  understand  this  motion. 
The  House  was  a«ked  to  grant  £300  for  some- 
thing, but  no  explanation  had  been  given  to  the 
House  by  the  honorable  member  (or  Tuapeka 
regarding  the  matter.  If  they  passed  this  mo- 
tion they  might  be  called  upon  next  week  to 
give  £500,  and  the  following  week  £1,000,  for  a 
similar  purpose.  If  they  were  to  begin  this  sort 
of  thing  h?  did  not  see  where  they  were  to  end, 
and  therefore  he  would  vote  against  the  motion- 
Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  he  could  exphiin 
the  matter.  Last  year  the  Corporation  of  Dun- 
edin introduced  a  Municipal  Corporations  BiU,  at 
a  cost  of  about  £600,  and,  believing  that  the  Act 
which  was  passed  by  the  Assembly  was  based 
upon  that  Bill,  they  thought  they  were  justified 
in  asking  the  colony  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense. The  honorable  member  for  Tuapeka 
might  have  stated  that  fact.  Of  course  it  was 
for  the  House  to  say  whether  the  Council  were 
entitled  to  anything  or  not. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  would  point  out  that  there 
was  some  inconsistency  about  this  matter,  for, 
while  the  honorable  member  for  Tuapeka  was 
allowed  to  move  a  motion  of  this  Kind,  his 
honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Woolcock)  was  refused 
permission  to  do  so  a  few  days  previously.  He 
failed  to  see  tlie  propriety  of  passing  a  motion  of 
this  kind  unless  there  was  good  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  House  when  in  Committee  would  agree 
to  have  the  amount  asked  for  placed  on  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimates.  It  could  scarcely  be  con- 
tended that  the  colony  was  saved  any  expense  by 
introduction  of  the  Dunedin  Municipal  Bill  of 
last  year  in  this  House.    If  that  Municipality 
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had  been  put  to  any  coBt  in  drafting  a  Bill  which 
never  became  law,  surely  they  had  receifcd  all 
the  advantages  tliey  required  by  the  passing  of 
the  measure  intro  luced  by  the  Q-overuraent  and 
passed  by  tias  ilouse.  lie  thought  it  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  to  discuss  and  pass  a  motion  of 
this  kind,  the  sense  of  the  House  being  clearly 
against  it. 

Mr.  BARFF  would  point  out  to  the  honorable 
mcmt>er  for  Grey  Valley  that  he  was  wrong  in 
attempting  to  draw  a  parallel  between  this  case 
and  that  of  hi^  honorable  colleague.  The  latter 
was  a  motion  for  setting  apart  250,000  acres  of 
land  for  the  construction  of  certain  works.  He 
(Mr.  Barff)  had  explained  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  was  deputed  to  bring  the  rciolu- 
tioM  before  the  Ilouse  was  also  a  member  of  tiic 
Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  considera- 
tion of  the  construction  of  the  work.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  for  the  merits  of  the  case  to  be 
brought  out  in  the  Hou«e,  and  Ihe  Speaker  ruled 
that  the  question  could  not  be  put.  The  two 
cases  were  not  at  all  parallel. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  they  should  not  waste 
the  time  of  the  Hou«e  in  going  into  Committee 
on  this  matter.  He  would  certainly  oppose  the 
motion.  The  Dunedin  Corporatit>n  were  not 
asked  to  incur  the  expense.  They  did  so  on  their 
own  responsibility,  and  this  House  should  not  be 
asked  to  refund  the  outlay. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  for  Port  Chalmers  was  not  correct  in  saying 
that  the  Government  had  availed  themselves  of 
this  particular  Bill  in  framing  their  measure. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  idea  was  entertained 
that  the  Bill  passed  last  session  was  founded  upon 
the  Bill  of  the  Dunedin  Municipal  Corporation. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  was  not  correct. 
The  Bill  of  the  Government  was  in  type  long 
before  they  had  seen  the  Dunedin  Municipal 
Corporation  Bill. 

Mr.  McLICAN  could  not  support  the  motion, 
although  lie  would  be  glad  to  see  the  City  of 
Dunedin  get  this  £300 ;  but  he  was  sure  that, 
if  the  House  had  to  pay  for  the  drafting  of  Bills 
■ome  clauses  of  which  had  been  us>ed  in  a  general 
measure,  they  would  have  a  pretty  large  sum  to 
pay  to  Corporations.  They  might  as  we  1  be  asked 
to  pay  for  the  drafting  of  the  Auckland  Bill,  of 
which  they  had  heard  so  much.  This  application 
had  been  refused  before,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  refused  again,  as  he  could  see  no  claim  which 
the  Corporation  had  upon  the  House.  That 
Corporation  had  derived  as  much  advantage  from 
the  Act  passed  as  they  would  have  obtaiued  from 
the  passing  of  their  own  measure. 

Mr.  R££S  hoped  the  House  would  reject  this 
motion  altogether.  He  would  certainly  vote 
against  it.  The  Corporation  of  Dunedin  had 
drafted  a  Bill  which  was  thrown  out  in  this 
House,  and  they  could  not  come  to  the  House 
and  usk  for  payment  of  the  cost  of  drafting  that 
Bill.  If  such  a  principle  were  once  recognized, 
then  public  bodies  which  required  Bills  passed 
and  Were  not  successful  might  ask  the  House  to 
pay  the  expense  they  had  inenrrod.  If  the  Bill 
had  been  carried  the  Corporation  would  not  have 
asked  the  House  to  pay  the  expense  of  drafting  it. 


They  had  reaped  the  advantage  they  desired  by 
a  portion  of  the  Bill  having  been  put  in  the 
Government  measure.  He  was  glad  to  see  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  taking  a  stand  against  such  a 
claim,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  strenuously 
oppose  any  such  new  and  utterly  bad  principle. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  was  sorry  that  the  honor- 
able  gentleman  in  whose  name  the  motion  stood 
was  nob  present,  as  he  did  not  know  anything  of 
the  merits  of  the  case  beyond  what  he  had  just 
heard  in  the  House.  He  thought  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  postpone  the  matter,  and  ho 
would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Leave  refused,  and  motion  negatived. 

GREY  RIVER  BRIDGE. 
Mr.  WOOLCOCK,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  might  state  that  the  Grey 
was  generally  known  as  a  very  large  and  danger- 
ous  river,  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
river  ran  through  a  very  broad  and  populous  dis- 
trict, yet,  up  to  the  present  time,  it  had  not  been 
bridged  at  any  point  save  that  where  the  railway 
crossed.  The  loss  of  life  and  the  inconvenience 
to  settlers  in  the  Grey  Valley  through  the  want 
of  this  bridge  had  been  souuthing  very  consider- 
able. The  construction  of  this  bridge  had  been 
in  contemplation  for  the  last  ten  yenrs,  and  dur- 
ing that,  time  various  efforts  had  been  made  for 
its  construction,  but  without  any  result.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  Grey  River  had  been  the  boundary 
between  the  Provinces  of  Westland  and  Nelson, 
and  one  of  the  reasons  why  this  river  had  not 
been  bridged  at  the  point  referred  to  was  the 
difficulty  of  the  two  Provincial  Governmenta 
agreeing  as  to  the  auiount  each  should  contribute 
to  the  construction  of  this  bridge.  Notwith- 
standing that  dilHculty,  efforts  had  been  made 
on  the  part  of  those  local  bodies  to  get  the  work 
done,  but  between  the  Nelson  Provincial  Council 
and  the  VVestland  Provincial  Council  the  whole 
affair  had  fallen  to  the  ground.  The  Municipality 
of  Grey  mouth  and  private  Individ  nals  had  had 
this  matter  under  discussion  on  different  occa- 
sions, but  there  had  always  been  some  difficulty  in 
the  way,  as  far  as  private  enterprise  was  concerned. 
The  cost  of  the  construction  had  been  found 
altogether  beyond  the  means  of  the  Corporation 
of  Greymouth.  The  expenses  connected  with  a 
new  and  rising  municipality,  and  the  inconveni- 
ence, loss,  and  expense  arising  from  flood  and 
fire,  had  been  such  a  drain  on  the  resources  of  that 
local  body  aa  to  place  the  construction  of  the 
bridge  entirely  beyond  their  means.  This  bridge 
would  connect  the  Borough  of  Greymouth  wim 
the  Township  of  Cobden.  It  would  give  increased 
facilities  for  the  Greymouth  people  in  crossing 
over  and  residing  on  the  Cobden  side,  and  it 
woidd  be  a  great  boon  to  a  large  number  of 
persons  who  were  already  settled  on  the  Cobden 
side,  Grev mouth  being  their  principal  market ; 
and  it  woulil  further  bo  a  great  boon  to  a  large 
number  of  miners  who  were  scattered  throughout 
that  di'trict,  and  who  experienced  serious  incon- 
venience through  the  danger  of  cro.«*sing  this  ri^er. 
Another  advantage  arising  out  of  the  construc- 
tion of  this  bridge  would  be  this :  It  would  be 
the  means  of  increasing,  to  a  very  considerable 
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extent,  the  amount  of  settlement  in  tbe  Cobden 
District.  They  found  from  the  returns  published 
that  there  were  at  the  present  time  on  the  Cobden 
side  of  the  0rey  Riyer  232,000  acres  of  agricul- 
tural land.  This  land  was  in  such  close  proximity 
to  0reymouth  that  it  would  find  a  very  con- 
yeniont  market,  and,  if  these  additional  facili- 
ties were  giyou  for  connecting  this  district  with 
Greymouth,  a  great  portion  of  this  land  would 
undoubtedly  be  taken  up  and  settled,  and  thus 
a  general  benefit  would  be  conferred.  There  was 
also,  on  that  side  of  the  riyer,  a  large  area  of 
coal  country,  and  the  construction  of  this  bridge 
would  be  of  considerable  adyantage  to  the  district 
in  that  respect.  The  amount  named  might  appear 
to  bo  rather  large,  but  when  they  looked  at  the 
importance  of  the  district — when  they  considered 
the  contributions  of  that  district  to  the  general 
wealth  of  the  colony— he  thought  they  would 
see  that  the  amount  asked  for  was  really  yery 
small  in  comparison  with  the  benefit  accruing 
to  the  colony  at  large  through  the  industries  that 
were  now  bein^  carried  on  there.  The  amount 
of  imports  there  for  1876  was  no  less  than 
£145,295,  and  the  amount  of  exports  was  no 
less  than  £193,678.  That  gaye  an  idea  of  the 
trade  connected  with  this  district.  The  con- 
tribution to  the  Customs  reyenue  during  the 
same  period  wasi  £39,274.  Therefore,  when  they 
took  into  account  the  importance  of  that  district, 
the  importance  of  its  trade,  the  desirability  of 
facilitating  settlement  in  that  district,  and  added 
to  that  fact  the  consideration  that  this  bridge 
would  yery  materially  assist  in  that  direction,  he 
thought  the  House  would  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  had  fairly  made  out  his  case  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  small  sum  of  money. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  **That 
this  House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  resolye  itself 
into  Committee,  to  consider  of  a  respectful  ad- 
dress to  His  Excellency  the  Goyemor  requesting 
him  to  cause  to  be  placed  on  the  Supplementary 
Estimates  the  sum  of  £10,000  for  the  purpose  of 
bridging  the  Grey  River  between  Greymouth  and 
Cobden."— (3fr.  WoolcocJc.) 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  the  counties  were 
subsidized  to  deal  with  matters  like  this,  and  he 
was  greatly  taken  aback  by  such  a  proposal 
coming  from  one  who  had  been  such  a  strong 
supporter  of  Abolition.  Certainly  he  should  vote 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  petitions  for  works 
of  this  kind  were  constantly  coming  before  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  and  the  Committee 
always  refused  to  recommend  such  claims  to  the 
fayourable  consideration  of  the  Goyomment. 
But,  in  addition  to  that,  he  did  not  think  they 
were  justified,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  colony,  in  putting  sums  of  £10,000, 
or  even  of  £1,000,  upon  the  Estimates  for  such 
purposes.  If  the  House  did  not  study  economy, 
it  would  haye  to  tax  the  people,  who  would  haye 
good  reason  to  complain  in  that  case^  The  House 
could  not  go  on  as  it  was  flow  going  on  without 
levying  additional  taxation.  They  should  not 
agree  to  such  motions,  unless  the  case  was  shown 
to  be  urgent,  a  rote  absolutely  necessary,  and  the 
work  coming  clearly  within  the  duties  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  Wooleo9k 


Mr.  LARNACH  said  the  Goyemment  were 
quite  sensible  of  the  difficulties  which  existed  in 
carrying  out  such  works,  owing  to  many  of  the 
counties  having  no  funds  with  which  to  take  up 
such  works  as  these,  and  it  became  a  serious 
question  of  policy  as  to  what  should  be  done. 
He  could  only  say  this :  that,  if  the  House 
went  into  Committee  on  the  question,  he  should 
then  haye  to  ask  for  time  to  consider  the  whole 
matter  during  the  recess.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  necessity  which  existed  for 
bridging  these  riyers.  The  number  of  lives  lost 
annually,  presumably  from  want  of  bridges,  waa 
extraordinarily  large.  Tbe  Government  was  fully 
alive  to  this,  and  he  would  undertake  to  say  that 
the  whole  matter  should  be  considered  during  the 
recess. 

Mr.  SETMOUR  said  he  was  glad  to  receiye 
that  assurance  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  for  it 
was  yery  clear  that  the  counties,  except  a  few  of 
the  richer  ones,  could  not  grapple  with  these 
large  works ;  he  might  eyen  go  further,  and  say 
that  such  works  had  been  outside  the  possible 
finance  of  some  of  the  smaller  provinces.  It  was 
a  crying  disgrace  to  the  colony  that  these  riyera 
were  not  bridged.  Many  of  the  most  dangerous 
rivers  in  the  6olony  were  now  in  just  the  same 
position  as  they  were  twenty  years  ago,  and  lives 
were  endangered,  property  injured,  and  postal  com- 
munication delayed  in  every  part  of  the  colony  in 
consequence.  He  saw  no  possible  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  except  for  the  Government  to  include 
these  bridges  in  their  public  works,  and  consider 
which  of  them  were  most  necessary,  and  which 
were  within  our  means,  and  then  bring  down  to 
the  House  as  soon  as  possible  a  schedule  of  the 
bridges  necessary  to  be  constructed  for  safe 
travelling,  the  carriage  of  the  mails,  and  the 
establishment  of  communication  in  all  parts  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  MoLEAK  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  the  House  had  been 
spending  money  on  roads  on  the  West  Coast  to 
compensate  that  part  of  the  colony  for  not  haying 
railways  made  there  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony ;  and,  though  he  did  not  know  this  spot,  he 
thought  bridges  must  be  made  on  the  West  Coast 
if  the  roads  were  to  be  of  any  yalue.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  counties  would  not  be 
equal  to  such  works  as  this  unless  they  had  larger 
borrowing  powers  conferred  on  them,  and  it  must 
become  the  duty  of  the  General  Goyemment:  it 
was  a  matter  that  should  receiye  serious  consi- 
deration. He  thought  this  matter  might  be  al- 
lowed to  go  into  Committee  and  be  fairly  con- 
sidered there,  especially  as  the  Gk)yemment  had 
treated  other  districts  so  kindly. 

Mr.  LARNACH  explained  that,  if  there  were 
any  sums  on  the  present  Estimates,  it  was  owine 
to  the  action  of  the  late  Government,  who  had 
framed  the  Estimates.  The  Estimates  before  the 
House  were  those  of  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  late  Government  had 
not  put  the  sums  referred  to  on  the  Estimates. 
The  present  Government  had  taken  up  some 
memorandum  of  the  late  Government,  and  adopted 
them  as  Estimates. 

Mr.  LARNACH  was  understood  to  contradict 
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the  statement  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kooaiti. 

Mr.  BSID  said  that  the  G^Temment  had 
taken  these  items  and  made  estimates  of  them 
by  laying  them  on  the  table  of  the  House  and 
forwarding  them  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Gbvemor.  It  could  easily  hare  been  ascertained 
from  the  officers  of  the  department,  and,  if  not 
from  them,  certainly  from  late  Ministers,  in  what 
position  these  matters  stood.  The  fact  was  that 
deputations  were  constantly  coming  in  from  the 
tarious  districts,  representing  that  such  and  such 
ought  to  be  done,  and  members  who  so  came  as 
deputations  were  told  that  their  applications  would 
be  considered.  Notes  were  taken  of  the  applica- 
tions, and  the  whole  were  to  be  considered  simul- 
taneously, and  answers  giren  then.  He  knew 
seyeral  honorable  members  who  thought  that 
they  were  not  answered  speedily  enough,  and  it 
was  quite  possible  that  that  feeling  had  had  a 

Ere  judicial  effect  upon  their  action  towards  the 
ite  0oremment.  Because  they  did  not  get  in- 
stantaneous and  favourable  replies  from  the  late 
Gt>yemment  they  said  they  could  get  no  reply, 
but  that  the  present  Ministry  gaye  answers  im- 
mediately, ana  that  business  was  conducted  yery 
smoothly.  With  regard  to  those  items,  they  were 
only  put  down  to  be  considered  when  all  the  ap- 
pliofttions  had  been  receiyed,  so  that  they  might 
oe  considered  on  their  comparatiye  merits.  Not 
one  of  them  had  been  fixed  upon,  and  it  was 
with  yery  great  surprise  that  the  members  of  the 
late  CK>Temment  found  those  items  in  the  sche- 
dule of  the  Sstimates  laid  before  the  House. 
With  still  greater  surprise  they  saw  them 
treated  in  the  Financial  Statement  as  liabilities 
which  had  been  left  unprovided  for  b^  the  late 
Government.  They  were  not  liabilities  at  all. 
The  expenditure  was  not  eren  decided  upon. 
There  were  no  promises  given  with  regard  to 
them,  and  he  trusted  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  not  attempt  to  lead  the  House  to  a 
wrong  conclusion  in  respect  to  those  items. 

Mr.  BAIGENT  thought  that  if  bridges  were  to 
be  built  at  all  they  should  be  placed  over  the 
rivers  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  not  in 
such  a  position  as  it  was  proposed  to  place  this 
bridge,  which  merely  seemed  to  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  residents  on  one  side  of  the  river 
going  over  to  reside  on  the  other.  He  did  not 
know  much  about  the  Township  of  Cobden,  and 
he  did  not  know  that  it  was  a  very  important 
place.  As  compared  with  other  localities  in  the 
interior,  he  could  not  see  that  there  was  any 
necessity  for  a  bridge  at  all.  He  took  it  that  the 
demand  for  this  bridge  showed  the  mistakes 
of  which  the  engineers  had  been  guilty.  If  the 
Brunner  Bailway  had  been  taken  on  the  other 
■ide  of  the  river,  on  the  firm  ground,  it  would 
have  saved  three-quarters  of  the  cost  of  the  rail- 
way, and  no  bridge  would  have  been  wanted. 

Mr.  MURBAY  understood  that  as  soon  as 
counties  were  established  bridges  were  no  more 
to  be  mentioned  in  the  House  except  in  terms  of 
congratulation,  but  the  fact  was  that  the  very 
scrambling  which  used  to  take  place  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  was  now  found,  but  to  an  in- 
eiMscd  extent,  in  the  House.    All  matters  that 


used  previously  to  be  fought  out  in  the  Provin- 
cial Councils  were  now  constantly  troubliog  the 
House  and  turning  it  into  a  great  log-rolling 
machine.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri 
talked  of  the  sums  placed  on  the  Supplementary 
Estimates  left  by  the  late  Qovemment  as  items 
for  consideration  by  Ministers.  Was  the  honor- 
able sentleman  aware  that  they  were  printed  as 
Supplementary  Estimates  before  the  present  G-o- 
vemment  came  into  office  ?  It  was  therefore  na- 
tural to  suppose  that  the  late  Government  were 
responsible  for  them.  He  held  in  his  hand  the 
original  Supplementary  Estimates,  and  he  found 
on  them  very  considerable  amounts  put  down  for 
bridges.  He  supposed,  according  to  the  explana- 
tion of  the  honorable  member,  these  were  to  be 
held  out  as  baits,  and  were  not  to  be  finally  dealt 
with  until  the  close  of  the  session,  when  the  direc- 
tion given  to  votes  would  very  much  influence 
how  the  items  were  to  be  dealt  with.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  said  that  some  honorable  members 
had  gone  against  the  late  Gt>vemment  because 
they  could  not  immediately  get  what  they  wanted. 
It  would  be  edifying  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  point  out  who  those  honorable  members 
were.  It  was  not  the  fact  of  honorable  members 
not  getting  what  they  wanted  which  influenced 
votes,  but  the  hope  of  what  they  might  get. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  said  there 
were  railways  in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  but 
none  on  the  West  Coast.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  honorable  member  that  there  was  a  most  im- 
portant and  expensive  railway  constructed  there, 
the  Brunner  line,  and  that  special  grants  out  of 
loan  were  set  apart  for  the  construction  of  roads  in 
that  district ;  and,  whereas  the  roads  paid  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  interest  on  the  cost,  the  railways 
throughout  the  colony  were,  according  to  the  late 
Gk)?emment,  to  pay  sufficient,  not  only  to  cover 
the  interest  on  their  cost,  but  even  to  relieve  the 
country  from  all  taxation.  Then  the  honorable 
gentleman  appeared  to  forget  the  sums  which  had 
been  paid  for  water-races  and  other  undertakings 
on  the  gold  flelds.  So  that,  upon  all  grounds,  the 
West  Coast  had  been  very  fairly  considered,  and 
that  point  might  be  dismissed.  There  was,  how- 
ever, another  point  which  should  be  considered 
— ^namely,  that  there  were  many  other  bridges 
throughout  the  country  which  ought  to  be  con- 
structed ;  and,  if  the  colony  had  not  money  suf- 
ficient for  the  purpose,  then  either  there  must  be 
increased  taxation  by  the  Central  Qovemment, 
or — and  much  better  would  it  be — ^the  people 
who  wanted  the  bridge  should  be  called  upon  to 
tax  themselves  for  the  purpose,  and  not  come  to 
demoralize  the  House  by  systematic  log-rolling  in 
order  to  get  what  they  wanted.  He  should  be 
glad  if  the  Government  would  give  this  matter 
their  full  and  careful  consideration — if  they  would 
consider  whether  they  could  not,  by  means  of 
advances  on  loan,  assist  local  bodies  to  construct 
public  works,  or  else,  if  they  could  not  do  that, 
consider  the  desirability  ot  giving  those  local 
bodies  larger  borrowing  powers,  so  that  they 
could  themselves  undertake  the  construction  of 
such  works  as  bridges.  It  would  be  a  waste  of 
time  to  discuss  the  matter  further,  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  ought  to  take  the  assurance  of  the 
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Ghoremment,  that  thej  would  consider  the  ques- 
tion during  the  recess,  and  witlidraw  his  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  lioped  the  mofion  would  be 
agreed  to,  notwithstanding  the  objections  the 
hononible  member  for  Bruce  had  advanced.  Tiie 
partiouhir  district  for  wliicli  this  work  was  asked 
might  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  an  outl.ving  dis- 
trict in  respect  to  the  Prorinces  of  Wcslland 
and  Nelson.  The  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  produced  a  statement  to  show  that 
Nelson  and  Westland  had  received  their  fair 
share  of  expenditure  out  of  loan ;  but,  whether 
that  were  tlie  case  or  not,  it  could  be  affirmed 
that  this  particular  district  had  not  received  its 
fair  share.  The  railway  to  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  referred  was  not  constructed  on  the 
same  principle  that  all  the  other  railways  in  the 
colony  were  constructed.  It  was  constructed  ex- 
clusively as  a  coal  railway,  and  reserves  were  set 
apart  for  the  purpose  —  namely,  as  security  for 
the  railway.  No  doubt  the  sum  asked  for  was 
considerable,  and  the  proposed  bridge  was  not  on 
what  might  be  called  one  of  the  mnin  road-lines 
of  the  district,  and  therefore  the  sum  claimed  for 
its  construction  could  not  bo  so  strongly  urged 
OS  if  it  were  on  one  of  those  main  lines.  At  tlie 
same  time,  if  the  Superintendents  of  tho^e  pro- 
rinces  had  dune  as  the  Superintendents  of  other 
proTinces  had  done,  it  would  now  have  formed  a 
provincial  liability;  because  in  the  Nelson  Pro- 
Tincial  Council  it  was  agreed  that  a  sum  of  £5,000 
should  be  voted  for  the  purpose  if  the  West- 
land  Provincial  Council  would  agree  to  put  a 
similar  sum  on  the  Estimates.  With  regard  to 
the  unimportance  of  the  Township  of  Cobden,  he 
thought  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea  could 
scarcely  have  seen  the  district,  or,  if  he  had,  it 
must  have  been  at  some  unfavourable  time. 
There  was  a  considerable  settlement,  not  in  Cob- 
den. itself,  but  ill  the  Coal  Creek  Valley — a  dis- 
trict not  inferior  to  the  Waimea.  To  connect 
that  district  with  Nelson  was  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  work  was 
altogether  beyond  the  efforts  of  the  loc^  au- 
thorities. The  importance  of  it  was  recognized 
to  such  an  extent  that,  if  the  local  authorities 
gave  protection  over  the  bridge,  it  would  be 
created  at  once  ;  but  it  was  altogether  against 
public  policy  to  grant  monopolies  and  exces- 
sive charges  on  main  thoroughfares.  He  trusteed 
the  Government  would  allow  the  motion  to  be 
passed;  and  when  in  Committee,  if  they  found 
there  was  not  sufficient  money  to  erect  a  dray 
bridge  as  was  asked  for,  they  might  see  their  way 
to  allow  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  be  voted  to 
erect  a  wire  bridge.  The  Township  of  Qreymouth, 
as  was  well  known,  was  chiefly  built  on  a  Maori 
reserve,  whereas  that  on  the  Cobdep  side  was 
built  on  Government  land;  and,  if  means  of  com- 
munication between  the  two  places  were  given,  he 
believed  a  large  settlement  would  soon  take  place 
at  the  latter  township,  and  the  settlers  of  the 
district  would  then  be  able  to  take  their  produce 
to  Greymouth,  which  was  the  only  market  avail- 
able to  them. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  Aid  that,  if  the  geo- 
logical reports  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
Mr.  Murr<^ 


Hou?e  were  correct,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
chief  reason  for  asking  that  this  bridge  should 
be  built  was  that  it  would  be  of  great  assist- 
ance in  developing  the  large  quantity  of  cool 
that  was  known  to  exist  in  the  district.  If 
the  question  were  allowed  to  be  taken  into 
Committee,  the  Government  would,  no  doubt, 
before  that  stage  was  reached,  give  the  sub- 
ject their  consideration,  and  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  be  able  to  ascertain  in  his 
department  what  the  cost  of  the  bridge  would  be. 
As  far  as  he  was  aware,  it  would  be  very  costly. 
His  object  in  rij'ing  was  to  refer  to  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates,  with  regard  to  which  a  most 
important  statement  had  been  made.  It  appeared 
from  what)  was  said  that  neither  the  late  Govern- 
ment nor  the  present  Gt)vernment  had  considered 
these  Estimates.  That  seemed  to  be  a  most  re- 
markable oversight,  and  when  the  E:itimatc8 
came  on  for  consideration  the  House  would  have 
to  bear  that  fact  in  mind.  Perhaps,  in  the  mean- 
time, the  Government  would  fortify  themselves 
with  information  on  all  the  items,  and  be  able  to 
enlighten  the  House  upon  them.  With  regard 
to  the  motion  under  discussion,  it  would  be  very 
hard  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  brought 
it  forward  should  be  shut  out,  when  the  demands 
of  others  were  admitted,  simply  because  he  came 
in  rather  late  in  the  day. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  thought  the  doctrine  just 
laid  down  was  very  extraordinary.  He  under- 
stood that  these  Supplementary  Estimates  had 
been  found  in  a  printed  form  by  the  present 
Government  when  they  took  office.  He  under- 
stood that  the  rule  was  that,  before  Estimates 
were  printed,  they  were  considered.  (No.)  Then 
it  ought  to  be  the  rule,  eo  as  to  save  the  expense 
of  printing.  When  he  saw  a  copy  of  these 
Supplementary  Estimates,  ho  concluded  that  they 
had  been  passed  by  the  late  Government  before 
being  printed. 

Mr.  McLEAN  might  say,  as  a  member  of  the 
late  Government,  that  he  had  never  seen  these 
Estimates,  and  therefore  they  had  not  been 
passed  by  the  Government.  The  rule  was  to 
have  the  Estimates  printed  before  they  were  con- 
sidered bv  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  contended  that  it  was  of 
very  little  importance  whether  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  finally  assented  to  thisc  Et^timates  or 
not,  because  the  present  Government  had  told 
the  House  that,  in  accepting  the  Estimates  of  the 
late  Government,  they  intended  to  subject  them 
to  a  strict  revision.  He  therefore  did  not  look 
upon  it  that  the  present  Gx)vernment  were  bound 
by  the  Estimates  of  their  predecessors.  It  would 
perhaps  be  wise  on  the  part  of  the  West  Coast 
members  not  to  press  for  the  amount  a^ked  for  in 
this  motion,  because,  in  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates to  which  so  much  reference  had  been 
made,  he  found  large  sums  put  down  for  the 
West  Coast.  He  did  not  say  that  the  application 
now  made  was  unreasonable,  but,  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman  succeeded  in  carrying  his  vole,  it 
would  amount  to  his  losing  a  large  piopor:ion 
of  the  sums  placed  on  these  E:*liniat«s,  which,  it 
appeared,  had  not  been  assented  to  bv  any  Go- 
vernment.    With  regard  to  what  has  fallen  (Vom 
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the  honorable  member  for  Bruce,  he  did  not 
think  lliat  that  honorable  gentleman  was  right 
in  lajing  down  a  hard-and-fast  rule  that  bridges 
such  as  that  proposed  in  the  motion  should  be 
constructed  by  local  bodies.  The  residents  in 
the  interior  districts  had  no  title  in  the  land, 
and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  fax  those  people 
to  construct  works  wliich  would  benefit  land 
that  was  the  property  of  the  Crown.  In  fact,  as 
the  people  had  no  title  in  the  land,  there  would 
be  nothing  to  tax.  You  could  not  tax  the  land, 
and  to  raise  rates  upon  their  homes  would  be 
most  oppressive.  The  Gorernment  must  recog- 
nize the  principle  that  they  must  either  abandon 
the  lands  of  the  interior  and  sell  them  as  pastoral 
lands,  or  give  reasonable  means  of  communication 
to  and  through  those  Iand$,  so  as  to  make  them 
available  for  settlement.  When  settlers  were, 
located  on  the  land  ihcy  could  be  taxed,  but  the 
struggling  settler  who  was  forcing  his  way  into 
the  interior  ought  not  to  bo  called  upon  to  con- 
struct these  large  works.  It  ought  to  be  the 
policy  of  the  Qovemnient  to  encourage  settlers 
to  press  on  into  the  interior,  rather  than  to  turn 
round  and  say  to  them,  '*  We  will  tax  you  at  a 
rate  which  will  enable  us  to  open  up  communica- 
tion to  otir  lands."  If  that  theory  were  worked 
out  it  could  only  result  in  failure ;  but  it  was 
satisfactory  to  know  that  the  Government  recog- 
nized that,  and  that  they  had  promised  to  con- 
sider what  steps  should  be  taken  for  the  const  ruc- 
tion of  arterial  works  into  the  interior.  The 
honorable  member  for  Grey  Valley  would  consult 
bis  own  interests  by  not  pressing  the  motion. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  he  had  previously  ex- 
pressed the  view  that  Crown  lands  should  be 
taxed  for  such  works. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wairau  had  made  one  remark  which 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  uncontradicted.  He 
said  that  New  Zealand  had  exhibited  a  most 
scandalous  and  culpable  neglect  in  not  bridging 
its  nvers.  His  opinion  was  that  the  reverse  was 
the  fact.  He  believed  there  was  no  country  in 
the  world,  with  such  a  handful  of  people,  com- 
paratively speaking,  which  had  in  the  same  time 
done  so  much  toward  bridging  its  rivers.  That 
was  done  under  the  provincial  institutions,  and 
he  believed  that,  had  those  institutions  been 
allowed  to  continue,  much  more  work  of  the  same 
character  would  have  been  accomplished. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  statement  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  was  scarcely 
correct.  It  might  be  very  true  that  in  Canterbirry 
and  Otago  very  great  exertions  had  been  made  to 
bridge  the  rivers,  but  if  they  took  New  Zealand 
as  a  whole  it  would  be  found  that  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  the  rivers  had  been  left  in  the 
cotidition  in  which  the  people  found  them  when 
they  came  to  New  Zealand.  One  or  two  bridges 
had  been  erected  out  of  colonial  funds  since  the 
Public  Works  policy  was  initiated ;  but  very  little 
in  this  direction  had  been  done  under  the  provin- 
cial system.  Take  the  Province  of  Wellington,  for 
instance.  Where  were  the  bridges  erected  by  the 
Provincial  Government  of  that  Province  ?  There 
was  a  bridge  put  up  at  the  Hutt,  which  was 
iraahed  away,  and  a  bridge  to  replace  it  was 


not  finished  until  the  funds  were  voted  by  that 
Houf>e.  A  compact  was  entered  into  for  the 
erection  of  the  bridge  at  Wanganui,  but  that 
compact  was  never  fulfilled,  and  it  was  again 
left  to  the  House  to  vote  the  money  for  that 
bridge.  Many  other  rivers  between  Wanganui 
and  Wellington  had  not  been  bridged  to  this 
day.  A  bridge  was  now  in  course  of  construc- 
tion over  the  Manawatu  River,  but  that  was  not 
being  done  under  the  provincial  system.  Where 
were  the  rivers  that  were  bridged  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland?  Where  were  the  risers 
that  were  bridged  in  Hawke*s  Bay  ?  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  no  rivers  had  been  bridged,  but 
he  would  ask  members  to  look  at  the  large  num- 
ber of  rivers  in  the  Province  of  Auckland  which 
were  not  bridged  to  this  moment ;  and,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  there  were,  even  in  Of  ago,  a  large 
number  of  rivers  which  were  not  bridged  under 
either  the  provincial  or  the  general  system.  So 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  should  not  say  that 
so  much  had  been  done,  as  applying  to  the  whole 
of  New  Zcidand.  Those  provinces  which  had  a 
large  land  revenue  had  done  a  good  deal,  but 
they  had  not  done  so  much  as  might  have  been 
done  towards  opening  up  the  country.  What 
was  the  meaning  of  the  motion  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waikaia  had  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper  ?  It  simply  meant  that,  in  one  of 
the  most  favoured  parts  of  New  Zealand,  it  was 
necessary  at  the  present  moment  to  vote  more 
funds  in  order  to  open  up  the  country.  At  the 
same  time,  he  did  not  think  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  were  justly  liable  to  reproach  ;  in  many 
cases  they  had  done  as  much  as  could  be  ex- 
pected of  them ;  but  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Macandrew)  was  always 
under  the  delusion  that  what  applied  to  Otago 
applied  to  all  New  Zealand.  The  fact  was  that 
the  North  Island,  from  the  absence  of  that  land 
revenue  which  the  Middle  Island  had  enjoyed, 
had  been  unable  to  construct  many  bridges 
which,  under  a  wise  policy,  would  have  been 
constructed  loiig  ago. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  would  not  make  up  his 
mind  as  to  which  way  be  would  vote  until  the 
close  of  the  discussion.  He  wished  at  that  point 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru  to  the  fact  that  he  (Mr.  Stafford), 
more  than  any  other  man  in  New  Zealand,  was 
responsible  for  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
affairs  at  which  they  had  arrived.  This  was  the 
Parliament  which  had  carried  Abolition,  and, 
according  to  the  theory  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru,  it  was  to  be  the  grand,  national, 
centralistic,  dignified  Parliament  of  New  Zea- 
land, consisting  of  superior  men,  who  were  to 
concentrate  all  their  energy  upon  grand  national 
subjects.  But,  instead  of  that,  what  did  they 
see  ?  A  Legislature  which  was  a  bad  cross  be- 
tween a  Provincial  Council  and  a  big  Board  of 
Works.  That  was  the  result  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  had  brought  upon  them  ; 
and,  instead  of  coming  into  the  House  occasionally 
and  sitting  quietly  in  his  seat,  he  ought  to  exer- 
cise nil  his  energies,  such  as  they  were,  in  an 
endeavour  to  extricate  the  colony  from  the  dif- 
ficulty in  which  he  had  aesisted  to  place  it.    It 
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was  veil  known  that  the  late  Premier  was  kept 
in  office  by  the  existence  of  a  compact  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  that  he  should 
remain  there  until  Abolition  was  carried.  The 
former  Premier,  Sir  Julius  Yogel^made  a  boast  on 
one  occasion  that  when  this  grand  national  sjS' 
tern  was  brought  about  they  would  "  never  hear 
anything  of  those  small  works ;  such  as  making 
roads  and  building  bridges,  except  by  way  of  con- 
gratulation." But  this  grand  national  system 
had  produced  quite  a  contrary  effect.  They  heard 
from  all  quarters  of  the  House  that  those  local 
bodies  were  quite  unable  to  carry  out  those  works, 
and  were  therefore  compelled  to  come  to  that 
House  and  beg  of  the  GK>Temment  to  help  them. 
That  was  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  things, 
and  it  was  just  what  he  expected.  Instead  of 
this  grand  centralistic  system  doing  away  with 
one  great  evil  —  the  system  of  log-rolling  —  it 
would  increase  it  tenfold.  In  previous  Parlia- 
ments there  had  been  nothing  like  the  amount  of 
log-rolling  they  had  seen  this  session.  The  Order 
Paper  was  crowded  with  applications  for  making 
roads  and  bridges.  It  began  earlyin  the  session, 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Waikaia  placed 
this  notice  of  motion  on  the  Paper :  "That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  being  now  established 
that  the  counties  are  unable  to  make  provision  for 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  main 
arterial  roads  of  the  colony,  it  is  imperative  that 
immediate  and  permanent  provision  should  be 
made  by  the  Gt>vemment  for  the  gradual  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  tbe  same."  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  who  was  then 
a  Minister,  said  that  there  was  no  necessity  to 
bring  forward  such  a  motion,  as  the  counties  had 
been  created,  and  they  would  be  able  to  under- 
take such  works. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  said  it  had  not  been  proved 
that  they  were  not  capable  of  undertaking  them. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  said  they  might  assume 
that  it  had  been  proved,  because  the  following 
motion  stood  on  the  Order  Paper  in  the  name  of 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  himself: 
"That  this  House  wiU,  on  Wednesday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  Committee,  to  consider  of  an 
address  to  His  Excellency  the  6K>vemor  request- 
ing him  to  cause  to  be  placed  on  the  Supplemen- 
tary Estimates  a  sufficient  sum  for  re-erecting 
the  East  Taieri  Bridge,  which  is  now  unsafe  for 
heavy  traffic."  He  was  quite  entitled  to  infer  from 
that  that  the  county  system  had  been  a  failure, 
and  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  deter- 
mined to  take  his  part  in  the  eeneral  scramble. 
He  did  not  hold  himself  personuly  responsible  in 
any  sense  for  this  result,  because  he  always  pre- 
dicted that  it  would  happen.  He  might  also  rC' 
mark  that  the  humble  follower  and  shadow  of 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  Mr.  Lums- 
den,  had  also  a  motion  on  the  Paper  to  this 
effect:  "That  tliis  House  will,  on  Wednesday 
next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  consider  of  an  address  to  His  Excellency  tbe 
QoTernor  praying  that  a  sufficient  sum  may  be 
placed  on  the  Supplementarj  Estimates  for  the 
purpose  of  the  erection  of  a  bridge  on  the  Ma- 
t^ura  Biver  at  Gore."  He  thought  it  probable  that 
on  the  next  Order  Paper  would  appear  a  motion  for 
Mr,  HodgkiMon 


the  construction  of  a  bridge  over  Aperima  Biver, 
ill  the  County  of  Wallace,  because,  if  the  Taieri 
County  and  the  Southland  County  were  to  re- 
ceive assistance  in  such  a  form,  tbe  County  of 
Wallace,  which  required  it  far  more,  should  also 
receive  assistance.  T*here  was  a  vast  amount  of 
land  in  the  County  of  Wallace  which  was  not 
available,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  area,  that 
county  was  not  so  wealthy  as  Southland.  One 
bridge  in  that  county  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary, when  the  Otautau  Bailway  was  completed, 
to  give  tbe  settlers  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  access  to  the  railway.  According  to  present 
intentions  it  was  proposed  to  put  the  cost  on 
Wallace  County,  and,  if  so,  it  would  be  very 
heavily  taxed.  Even  the  most  sanguine  Central- 
ist must  admit  that  this  county  system  had  been 
a  failure.  He  said  last  session  that  the  counties 
were  an  abortion,  and  could  not  be  kept  alive. 
What  did  they  find  now  ?    These  notices  were 

Soof  and  evidence  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said. 
9  did  not  mean  to  say  that,  amongst  the  sixty 
counties,  there  might  not  be  a  few  which  had 
exceptional  advantages.  There  was,  for  instance, 
the  County  of  Vincent,  which  possessed  large 
mineral  resources ;  but  it  owed  a  great  deal  to 
its  chairman,  the  honorable  member  for  Bunstan. 
He  thought  this  was  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  before  the  House,  inasmuch  as  it  in- 
volved a  very  great  principle.  If  they  were  to 
go  on  with  motions  of  this  kind  they  would  be 
placing  both  the  Ministry  and  the  members  in 
a  false  position,  for  every  district  would  expect 
its  members  to  get  money  for  it.  The  result 
of  this  would  be  that  the  Ministry  would  be 
embarrassed  by  applications  for  money.  In  his 
opinion  the  provincial  districts  should  have  suf- 
ficient means  to  carry  out  local  works  without 
bringing  those  works  before  the  Assembly,  and  so 
giving  rise  to  a  system  of  log-rolling.  He  thought 
that  the  county  svstem  was  a  failure,  and  in  his 
opinion  it  had  already  demoralized  the  House, 
and  was,  in  fact,  a  system  of  the  very  worst  de- 
scription. As  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru 
was  not  now  present,  he  would  not  refer  to  what 
that  honorable  gentleman  had  said. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  said  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  had  asked  where  the  bridges  were 
lliat  had  been  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  of  Auckland.  He  (Mr.  Swanson) 
would  mention  some  of  them.  One  of  them  was 
the  Tamaki  Swing  Bridge,  which  was  erected 
across  an  arm  of  the  sea  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  navigation.  Within  sixteen 
miles  of  Auckland  there  were  nine  bridges  on  one 
road  which  had  been  erected  by  the  province, 
and  some  of  them  must  have  cost  thousands  of 
l)ounds :  one  over  the  Whau  was  as  long  as  the 
wharf  in  Wellington.  He  held  that  the  province 
had  done  all  it  could  in  the  way  of  making  bridges, 
and,  when  it  could  not  make  a  bridge  over  a  river, 
it  stationed  a  ferryman  there  night  and  day  to 
take  people  over.  Therefore  it  was  entirely  in- 
correct to  say  that  the  prorince  had  not  done  all 
in  its  power  to  provide  necessary  bridges.  He 
did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  place  in  the 
colony  which  had  done  so  much  in  the  same  space 
of  time  in  this  direction,  taking  into  account  the 
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xn^ans  at  its  disposal.  Auolcland  had  done  its 
best,  and  that  best  was  something  very  consider- 
able. 

Mr.  ROWE  had  listened  with  very  great  plea- 
sure to  the  remarks  of  the  lionorable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down.  He  miist  say  tliat,  not- 
withstanding tlie  views  he  entertained  with  refer- 
ence to  Provincial  Governments,  he  could  not 
agree  with,  and,  in  fact,  was  astonished  at,  the 
remarks  of  t)»e  honorable  member  for  Timaru. 
He  agreed  wi<h  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton that  the  Province  of  Auckland  had  done  all 
it  could  with  the  means  at  its  disposal,  and  if  the 
General  Government  did  as  well  it  would  be  very 
satisfactory.  Ho  held  that  the  county  system 
was  a  goo;l  and  proper  svstem  for  New  Zealand, 
and,  as  a  proof  of  that,  ho  would  say  that,  since 
the  county  had  been  formed  in  his  own  district, 
the  people  of  the  Thames  had  accomplished  more 
with  the  small  means  at  their  disposal  than  the 
Provincial  Government  could  have  accomplished 
for  many  years  to  come.  Tliey  had  obtained  the 
consent  of  t  he  Natives  to  make  roads  which  the 
Government  had  been  trying  to  get  for  many 
years.  Then,  again,  there  was  a  large  river  at 
llie  Thames,  in  which  many  persons  had  been 
drowned  during  the  last  four  years,  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  bridge.  The  General  Government, 
with  the  assistance  of  their  agents  and  officers, 
had  been  trying  for  a  long  time  to  get  the  Natives 
to  allow  them  to  put  a  bridge  over  the  river,  but 
they  had  tried  in  vain.  Witiiin  the  last  vear, 
however,  the  county  had  succeeded  in  obtauiing 
the  necessary  consent  from  the  Na(iveJ.  He 
lield  that  the  county  system  was  the  proper 
system  for  New  Zealand,  and  where  it  failed  it 
was  on  account  of  the  want  of  people  who  were 
willing  to  work  it.  If  the  county  system  was 
taken  up  by  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  they 
entered  into  it  heartily,  they  would  find  it  mucn 
better  adapted  to  their  circumstances  than  the 
provincial  svslem  ever  was. 

Mr.  REES  was  glad  to  hear  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Rowe)  say  that  his 
district  was  so  well  satisfied  with  the  county  sys- 
tem that  it  did  not  want  any  assistance  what- 
ever  

Mr.  ROWE  expkined  that  he  had  not  said 
that. 

Mr.  REES  might  have  been  mistaken,  but  he 
certainly  understood  the  honorable  genlleman  to 
say  so.  It  was  quire  a  new  and  original  thing  to 
say  that,  when  the  General  Government  could 
not  get  the  consent  of  the  Natives  to  erect  a 
bridge  over  a  river,  the  county  could  get  it.  He 
thought  that  the  honorabli*  gentleman  deserved 
some  mark  of  recognition  from  the  people  of  his 
county,  and  from  the  Natives  who  had  been  per- 
suaded to  give  their  consent  to  the  erection  of 
the  bridge,  for  originating  the  idea.  He  (Mr. 
Rees)  thought  that  the  observations  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waimea  regarding  the  value  and 
usefulness*  of  the  bridge  referred  to  in  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  Valley  (Mr. 
Woolcock)  were  very  just,  and  were  well  worth 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  He  believed 
that  the  river  in  question  could  always  be  crossed. 
One  night,  during  one  of  the  heaviest  floods  tliat 
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had  ever  occurred  in  the  district,  he  had  crossed 
the  river  by  means  of  the  ferry ;  and  he  bi lieved 
that  any  person  could  do  so  at  any  time  by  the 
same  means.  The  strongest  argument  against 
the  motion  was  that  which  had  been  used  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey  Valley  (Mr.  Ken- 
nedy), who  said  that  a  bridge  would  be  built  by 
f)rivute  persons  if  they  could  obtain  the  right  to 
cvy  tolls.  He  would'  like  to  know  why,  if  pri- 
vate parties  were  willing  to  build  the  bridge,  the 
colony  was  asked  to  do  so.  If  the  district 
could  build  the  bridge  it  should  do  so.  It  was 
not  for  such  cases  as  those  that  the  public  funds 
should  be  expended,  and,  much  as  he  desired  to 
see  the  int-erests  of  Greymouth  consulted,  be  did 
not  think  that  this  was  one  of  those  cases  that 
this  House  ought  to  take  into  its  consideration  at 
all.  A  very  large  amount  of  money  had  been  ex- 
pended during  the  last  few  years  in  carrying  out 
harbour  improvements  in  Greymouth.  In  the 
Public  Works  Statement  of  the  late  Government 
there  was  a  sum  of  £16,000  put  down  for  Hold- 
tika  Harbour  improvements.  That  was  an  item 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  expended.  The 
Hokitika  people  had  had  very  little  public  money 
spent  in  their  district,  while  the  people  of  Grey- 
mouth had  had  a  very  large  amount  indeed  ex- 
pended upon  harbour  improvements.  He  had 
expressed  his  opinion  to  two  or  three  members  of 
the  1  ite  Ministry  to  the  eflect  that  the  proposed 
Hokitika  Harbour  improvement  would  be  a  good 
and  useful  work.  He  thought  that  the  public 
money  ehould  only  be  expended  on  works  which 
were  urgently  necessary,  and  which  were  likely  to 
result  in  much  public  pood.  For  instance,  money 
might  be  well  expended  on  the  works  pointed  out 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea,  in  a  part 
of  the  country  where  a  large  amount  of  auriferous 
land  would  be  opened  up,  where  the  rivers  were 
very  dangerous  to  cross,  and  where  there  were  no 
ferries.  A  few  thousands  spent  in  opening  up 
new  avenues  for  trade,  and  in  enabling  the  minerg 
to  work  the  land  in  that  district,  which  they  could 
not  now  work  because  of  the  hish  cost  of  pro- 
visions and  of  travelling,  would  be  money  well 
expended.  In  out-of-the-way  places,  where  it 
wa^  absolutely  necessary  that  some  means  of 
traffic  should  be  provided,  it  would  be  a  public 
benefit  to  expend  money  in  that  manner.  He 
was  very  much  pleased  to  hear  the  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Newton 
in  reference  to  some  observations  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru.  The  latter  honorable 
member  had  a  reputation  of  many  years'  standing, 
built,  as  far  as  he  (Mr.  Rees)  coidd  understand, 
upon  nothing— built  upon  sand.  He  was  sorry 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  not  present  to  hear 
any  remarks  he  might  have  to  make,  but  he  sup- 
posed it  did  not  matter  very  much,  although  he 
would  have  preferred  to  say  what  he  had  to  say 
in  the  presence  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  The 
honorable  member  seldom  addressed  the  Houca 
without  casting  a  stone  at  somebody  or  some- 
thing, and  especially  at  provincial  institutions. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  that  day  denied  a 
statement  made  by  the  Minister  for  Lands,  that 
provincial  institutions  had  done  a  very  ereat  deal 
for  the  different  provinces.    He  would  not  say 
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that  it  came  with  yery  bad  grace  from  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  say  this,  but  it  was  not  true. 
Provincial  institutions  had  done  a  great  deal  in 
road-making,  the  erection  of  buildinss  of  a  public 
nature,  and  the  construction  of  briaites:  in  fact, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  eridences  of  civilization 
which  existed  in  the  colony  at  the  present  time 
in  relation  to  these  matters  were  owing  to  pro- 
yincial  institutions.  The  honorable  member  for 
Timarii  had  stated  that  these  works  had  been 
carried  on  by  the  G-eneral  Government  with 
money  spent  from  losns.  He  (Mr.  Rees)  would 
ask,  how  many  bridges  had  been  built  by  tlte 
General  Government  out  of  loans  ?  How  many 
railways  had  been  constructed  ?  The  very  object 
of  the  abolition  of  the  provinces  was  said  to 
be  that  roads  and  bridges  should  be  constructed, 
not  by  this  Assembly,  but  by  local  bodies ;  and 
now  what  did  they  see  ?  Looking  at  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  prepared  and  printed  by  the 
late  Government,  he  found  no  less  than  fifty-six 
items  for  the  making  of  roads  and  bridge.*.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  the  late  Minister 
lot  Lands,  stated  that  those  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates were  not  assented  to  by  the  lute  Govern- 
ment. Then  why  were  they  printed  ?  What 
were  they  to  infer  from  the  printing  of  theoe 
Supplementary  Estimates  but  that  they  had 
been  duly  considered,  and  were  in  a  fit  condition 
to  be  brought  down  to  the  House  ?  The  honor- 
able gentlemen  said,  "  Oh,  no ;  they  are  oidy  ap- 
plications that  have  been  made."  The  Govern- 
ment should  not  receive  applications  in  a  private 
manner.  If  any  honorable  gentleman  wotild 
simply  run  his  eje  down  the  list  of  proposed 
works,  it  would  be  seen  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  these  works  were  to  be  carried  out  in  dis- 
tricts represented  by  honorable  gentlemen  who 
supported  the  late  Government.  If  they  were 
not  to  be  considered,  why  were  they  printed? 
Surely  there  must  liave  been  some  primd  facte 
understanding,  at  any  rate.  It  was  a  matter  of 
notoriety  that  some  honorable  gentlemen  had 
boasted  that  they  had  obtained  promises  with 
respect  to  these  works  from  the  late  Gt)yemment. 
They  had  stated  so  to  their  constituents,  and  it 
was  reported  in  the  papers  :  they  claimed  credit 
from  their  constituents  for  obtaining  those  pro- 
mises. It  would  be  far  better  if  applications  for 
the«o  works  were  put  openly  on  the  Order  Paper, 
rather  than  that  private  applications  should  be 
made  to  the  Mini^t^y.  What  right  had  the  Mi- 
nistry to  receive  private  applications?  None  at 
all.  He  did  not  think  there  could  be  a  doubt 
as'  to  the  breaking  down  of  the  county  system. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr. 
Bowe)  very  strenuously  stood  up  for  the  coun- 
ties; but  he  seemed  now  to  want  assistance  for 
his  county.  If  tiie  county  had  been  successful, 
why  did  it  not  do  its  own  work  ? 

Mr.  BOWE.— It  does  its  work. 

Mr.  BEES  hoped  the  Government  would  re- 
member that,  when  any  applications  were  made 
for  assistance.  He  was  sure  there  were  many 
ooUnties  that  had  not  sufficient  money  to  do  their 
work.  In  respect  to  the  carrying  out  of  useful 
works,  the  counties  had  been  a  lamentable  failure. 
They  could  not  make  the  necessary  bridges  or 
Mr.  Beet 


roads,  or  canr  out  necessaiy  improvements.  In 
Canterbury  the  counties  were  not  brought  into 
force,  but  the  local  bodies  of  that  provincial  dis- 
trict were  overflowing  with  money  that  ought  to 
be  the  money  of  the  whole  colony  ;  they  had  tens 
of  thousands  to  their  credit  at  tlie  bank.  With 
the  exc*eption  of  the  districts  in  Canterbury,  tliere 
was  not  a  locality  in  the  colony  that  could  do  its 
work  except  the  town  districts.  He  had  never 
asked  anything  for  his  own  district,  because  it  was 
not  afiPectod  by  recent  changes;  so  that  he  was 
in  a  position  to  give  a  fair  and  impartial  judg- 
ment in  relation  to  other  districts.  It  could 
never  be  said,  in  regard  to  anything  he  had  said 
or  done,  that  he  attempted  in  the  shghtest  degree 
to  hinder  the  work  of  colonization,  or  cause  the 
slightest  obstacle  to  the  opening  up  of  tlie  country 
for  settlement,  whether  m  Auckland  or  in  any 
part  of  the  colony,  north  or  south.  The  honorable 
member  for  Timaru  should  have  remembered  that 
tiie  only  reason  why  some  of  the  provincial  works 
were  not  carried  on  as  they  might  have  been  was 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  party  had 
been  despoiling  the  provinces  of  tlieir  funds. 
The  money  had  been  taken  from  them,  and  they 
could  not  reasonably  expect  them  to  do  as  much 
work  as  they  would  have  done  if  the  necessary 
"  sinews  of  war"  had  been  at  their  di»po«al.  He 
believed  the  provinces,  with  the  exception  of 
Otago  and  Canterbury,  had  suffered  through  the 
system  of  government  which  had  been  carried  on 
for  years  past,  and  throigh  tho  encroachments  on 
their  powers  by  this  House,  led  by  men  who  did 
not  know  what  they  were  doing,  or  who,  if  they 
did,  had  misled  this  House.  Thore  men  now 
turned  round  and  reproached  the  provinces  be- 
cause they  could  not  ao  the  work,  when  they  bad 
taken  from  them  the  means  by  which  alone  they 
could  have  accomplished  it.  He  should  vote 
against  the  motion  being  considered  at  all.  He 
had  no  doubt  it  was  a  work  that  ought  to  be 
accomplished;  but,  if  there  was  any  possibility 
whatever  of  private  funds  being  expended  in  the 
erection  of  this  bridge,  it  was  not  a  work  which 
the  Government  should  undertake  at  alL 

Mr.  KENNED Y.—There  is  scarcely  a  bridge 
of  any  importance  at  which  tolls  are  not  coU 
leoted. 

Mr.  BEES. — There  were  many  riyers  which 
would  not  be  bridged  if  they  had  to  depend  on 
the  tolls  received.  Where  men  of  enterprise 
could  profitably  take  up  an  undertaking  of  this 
sort,  the  Government  ought  not  to  be  called  upon 
to  expend  public  money.  There  were  numberless 
places,  including  those  mentioned  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waimea,  where  public  money 
ought  to  t>e  expended,  and  where  private  meant 
could  not  possibly  be  obtained  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  works  required.  The  present 
proposal  was  only  for  the  convenience  of  the  in- 
habitants on  two  sides  of  a  river,  and  who  were 
already  proyided  with  yery  fair  accommodation. 
Greymouth  had  not  had  such  scant  justice  done 
to  it  as  other  parts  of  the  colony.  Seeing  that 
they  would  have  to  borrow  the  money  to  carry 
out  the  public  works  which  appeared  on  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimates,  he  did  not  consider  tliat 
this  was  one  of  the  cases  that  ought  to  be  con- 
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sidared  bj  the  Hou*e,  at  the  present  time  at  all 
erents.  Hti  therefore  trusted  that  the  Home 
ivoald  not  agree  \o  the  motion. 

Mr.  WOOLOOCK  hoped  tiiatthe  House  would 
not  object  to  go  into  Comroiitee,  when»  if  the 
Hinivter  for  Public  Works  could  not  see  his  waj 
clear  to  put  a  sum  on  the  Supplementnry  Est  i- 
mates,  he  would  be  content  that  the  work  should 
be  classed  among  others  to  be  considered  by  the 
Gorernment  during  the  recess.  He  felt  quite 
satisfied  that,  if  the  matter  were  looked  into, 
the  claims  of  the  district  for  this  work  would  be 
undeniable. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

COUNTY  AND  MUNICIPAL  ENDOW- 
MENTS. 

The  interrupted  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question,  "  (1.)  That  each  county  in  New  Zealand 
should  haye  a  permanent  inalienable  endowment 
of  Crown  land*,  in  proportion  to  the  area  of  such 
county,  and  the  endowment,  where  possible,  to 
be  within  the  county;  (2.)  That  each  munici- 
pality in  New  Zealand  should  haye  a  permanent 
inalienable  endowment  of  public  lands,  in  pro- 
portion to  population,  and  tlie  endowment, 
where  atailable,  to  be  within  the  mnnicipnlitj :" 
and  the  amendments  proposed :  In  the  first 
resolution  to  omit  the  words  **  in  proportion  to 
the  area  of  such  county  ; "  and  at  the  end  of  the 
seoond  resolution  to  add  the  words,  "and  that 
no  grants  under  *The  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  1876,'  of  land  outside  municipal  boundaries 
be  made  before  the  close  of  next  session,  in  order 
that  a  further  opportunity  may  be  afforded  for 
considering  the  endowment  of  municipalities  on 
•ome  unilorni  (system." 

Mr.  BU  liNS  said,  when  the  arriyal  of  the  hour 
of  half-past  fiye  had  interrupted  his  speech  on 
%  preyious  occasion,  he  was  calling  attention  to 
the  discrepancy  between  the  two  parts  of  the 
zcsolution.  One  proposed  to  regulate  the  endow- 
ment-in  proportion  to  the  area,  and  the  other  in 
proportion  to  population.  He  thought  it  should 
be  regulated  by  population  in  each  case.  That 
•eemed  to  be  the  object  of  the  lionorable  member 
ibr  Akaroa,  and  it  was  well  worth  consideration. 
He  might  add  that  he  would  yery  much  like 
to  know  from  the  Goyernment  what  they  in- 
tended to  do  with  those  municipalities.  He  was 
▼ery  anxious  to  know  whether  they  were  going 
to  pay  the  subsidies  this  year,  or  whether  they 
intended  to  stop  the  subsidies  altogether.  If 
they  would  answer  that  question,  it  would  throw 
light  upon  the  matter,  and  he  must  say  that  at 
the  present  time  he  felt  a  little  anxiety  upon  the 
p(Hnt. 

Sir  Qr.  OBEY  thought  the  honorable  member 
was  out  of  order  and  wasting  time  by  talking  in 
that  way,  when  the  Financial  Statement  gaye  all 
information  on  the  point. 

Mr.  BURNS  had  now  got  all  that  he  wanted. 
If  the  €K>Temment  was  going  to  carry  out  the 
Sstimates  of  Uie  late  Gh>yemment  in  this  respect 
he  was  quite  satisfied.  But  it  was  a  strange 
thing  that  a  great  number  of  those  bodies  had  sub* 
•idies  due  to  them  which  were  not  paid;  and  they 
were  naturally  gattiog  anzioiia  about  the  matter. 


Mr.  LABNACH  explained  that  that  had  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  the  accounts  had  not  been 
sent  in. 

Mr.  BURNS  understood  that  there  were  Bome 
old  subsidies  which  had  been  standing  over  for  a 
long  time,  which  ought  to  hnye  been  and  which 
would  hare  been  paid  in  October  by  the  late 
Qovernment,  but  wiiich  had  not  yet  been  paid. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  would  look  into 
these  matters  he  would  find  that  a  great  deal 
of  hardship  was  being  inflicted  upon  local  bodies, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  look  into  the  subject  as  soon  as  possible. 
Those  bodies — he  was  not  going  to  say  whether 
properly  or  improperly —went  on  spending  their 
money  in  full  confidence  that  the  subsidies  would 
be  paid,  and  when  they  were  not  paid  on  the  due 
dnte  a  great  deal  of  confusion  and  hardship 
nro«e.  In  conclusion,  he  need  only  say  that  he 
hoped  the  House  would  not  throw  any  obstacle 
in  the  wny  of  those  bodies  which  had  been  pro- 
mised endowments.  They  had  applied  for  their 
endowments,  nnd  had  been  promis^  them  accord- 
ing to  law.  Everything  had  been  done  fairly  and 
aboye- board,  and  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  not  go  back  from  the  engagements  which 
they  had  legally  entered  into  with  those  bodies. 

Mr.  MURRA.Y  said  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  tlie  honorable  member  lor  Akaroa, 
or  to  the  theories  advanced  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Roslyn,  because  the  counties  of  large' 
area  would  have  more  roads  to  maintain,  and 
very  likely  would  possess  land  of  an  inferior 
quality  of  soil,  whicli  would  not  bear  so  high  a 
rate -charge  as  that  of  the  smaller  counties. 
Besides,  the  endowment-land  to  be  made  would 
be  of  the  average  quality  of  land  throughout  such 
county,  and,  if  of  a  fixed  amount,  would  be  much 
less  in  value  than  the  endowments  given  in 
more  favoured  and  highly-peopled  districts  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— It  says  nothing  about 
the  average  quality  of  land. 

Mr.  MURRAY  had  not  thought  fit  to  en- 
cumber bis  resolution  by  going  into  details.  All 
tho»e  matters  could  be  settled  by  the  Bill.  It 
would  be  most  unfuir  that  wealthy  and  peopled 
districts  which  had  already  got  roads  made,  and 
did  not  require  so  many  public  works  or  such 
large  endowments,  should  receive  very  yuluable 
grants,  while  other  and  poorer  districts  received 
very  little.  He  thought  it  would  be  very  uufeir 
to  fix  the  area  according  to  population.  He 
believed,  however,  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Akaroa  was  inclined  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  that  some  words  additional  to  the 
motion  would  be  moved  which  would  make  the 
motion  acceptable  to  both  sides  of  the  House; 
and  he  hoped  that  the  motion  as  amended  would 
be  agreed  to,  and  the  priuciple  he  sought  to  esta- 
blish affirmed. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  looked  upon  this  as  one  of 
those  little  paper  constitutions  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bruce  was  so  fond  of  bringing 
before  the  House.  He  agreed  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  go 
into  details,  because  if  they  did  they  would  at 
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once  see  that  the  motion  wos  thoroughly  im- 
practicable. It  would  require  a  readjustment  of 
the  endowments  annually  as  the  circumstanee" 
of  the  various  bodies  or  districts  required,  'ihe 
honorable  gentleman  himself  evidently  had  suf- 
ficient knowledge  of  the  subject  to  enable  him  to 
discover  that  his  proposal  was  impracticable,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  prcfs  for  details. 
It  did  not  matter  whetlier  the  motion  was  carried 
or  not — it  was  of  so  impracticable  a  nature  tliat 
it  would  never  come  into  operation. 

Mr.  MONXaOMERY  paid,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  having  explained  that  he  did  not 
mean  what  he  had  expressed,  lie  should  ask  for 
leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Leave  given,  and  amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  moved  the  excision  of  the 
words  "where  possible"  from  the  resolution. 
According  to  the  present  system,  part  of  the 
proceeds  of  tlie  land  sold  went  to  the  coimty 
within  which  it  was  situated  ;  therefore  it  would 
be  unfair  to  endow  one  county  at  the  expense 
of  anotiier.  Possibly  that  provis^ion  might  not 
be  taken  advantage  of,  but  still  it  would  be  as 
well  to  exci.^e  those  words. 

Mr.  SUTTON  said  that,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  law,  there  were  no  such  things  as  county 
endowments.  The  Land  Fund  did  not  go  to  the 
coimly,  except  in  so  far  as  the  counties  were  a  part 
of  a  provincial  district.  The  Land  Fund  was 
allotted  to  the  provincial  district,  and  it  was  then 
subdivided  to  tne  counties  in  that  district.  This 
question  was  a  very  large  and  important  one,  and 
should  be  carefully  considered,  which  could  not 
be  the  case  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  and 
in  the  present  state  of  the  House.  He  would 
therefore  vote  against  both  the  amendment  and 
the  original  motion.  Honorable  members  were 
aware  that  the  Government  intended  to  make  the 
Land  Fund  colonial  revenue,  and,  if  that  was  to 
be  the  case,  this  iresolution  would  have  no  effect 
whatever. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  would  like  to  see  the 
words  "where  possible"  struck  out;  and  he  would 
also  move.  To  omit  the  word  **  county,"  for  the 
purpose  of  inserting  the  words  "  provincial  dis- 
trict." That,  he  gathered,  was  the  meaning  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara. 

Mr.  MDRRAY-AYNSLEY  thought  the  en- 
dowments should  be  given  to  counties,  but  that 
they  should  be  within  the  boundaries  of  those 
oounties,  as  most  of  them  were  very  large  and 
had  plenty  of  land.  It  was  a  veir  different 
thing  with  regard  to  municipalities,  tor  a  great 
number  of  the  old  municipalities  had  no  land 
which  could  possibly  be  turned  into  an  endow- 
ment for  their  benefit.  The  town  he  represented 
had  an  undertaking  from  the  provincial  authori- 
ties tliat  an  endowment  should  be  made  for  its 
benefit  out  of  lands  within  the  provincial  district. 
It  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  borough  should 
have  that  endowment  in  order  tliat  it  might  carry 
on  at  all.  Even  if  the  authorities  levied  the  full 
rat^ea  that  they  could  charge,  they  would  not  be 
able  to  do  all  the  work  unless  assisted  by  endow- 
ments. If  he  had  had  anything  to  say  to  the 
setting  aside  of  endowments  for  Lyttelton,  he 
would  certainly  have  made  them  muck  larger  than 
Mr,  Woolcock 


they  were ;  but,  as  they  were  arranged  between 
the  municipal  authorities  and  the  representative 
of  the  Provincial  Govemment  of  the  day,  the 
borough  got  much  less  tiian  it  ought  to  have  got. 
There  was  great  expense  incurred  in  keeping  the 
streets  in  repair,  and  there  was  a  large  amount 
of  Government  property  within  the  borough 
which  was  unrateable,  so  that  the  borough 
must  ask  the  House  either  to  vote  year  by  year 
the  proportion  that  the  Govemment  property 
would  give  to  the  rat-es,  or  to  give  an  endow- 
ment  which  could  be  fixed  now  as  agreed  upon. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  pass  the  second 
amendment,  but  would  allow  the  endowments 
already  fixed  to  be  carried  out ;  nnd  tiien,  next 
year,  the  Government  could  bring  down  a  mea- 
sure dealing  with  the  future  endowments  of 
municipalities.  He  considered  that  when  a  town- 
ship was  proclaimed  the  Govemment  should 
make  certain  reserves  within  the  boundaries  as 
municipal  endowments,  and  should  uho  put  in 
their  Bill  a  provision  that  private  partem  cutting 
up  laud  as  a  township  should  be  forced  to  put  by 
a  certain  percentage  of  the  sections  ns  an  endow- 
ment for  that  tOMUship,  because,  although  thof« 
persons  got  high  prices  for  the  land,  they  left  the 
people  who  took  up  the  sections  without  any 
assistance,  and  caused  them  to  apply  to  the 
House  for  help,  when  there  ought  to  be  sufficient 
endowments  within  the  township  itself  to  render 
them  independent. 

Mr.  SWANSON  hoped  the  House  would 
keep  the  words  "where  pos?ible"  in  the  mo- 
tion. He  failed  to  see  why  the  County  of 
Eden,  a  section  of  which  he  represented,  was 
to  get  nothing  because  there  were  no  Govem- 
ment lands  in  it,  while  Govemment  land  was 
to  be  served  out  to  other  parts  of  the  country 
because  there  happened  to  be  areas  of  unsold 
land  there.  He  had  not  himself  troubled  the 
House  by  asking  for  roads  and  bridges,  but 
in  a  matter  of  this  sort  he  contended  that  all 
should  start  fair.  If  there  were  to  be  endow- 
ments for  some  counties  they  should  be  given  to 
all.  It  must  be  admitted  by  every  one  that  the 
public  works  which  had  to  be  carried  out  in  the 
County  of  Eden  were  as  extensive,  as  expensive, 
and  as  difficult  to  make  and  keep  in  repair  as 
those  in  any  part  of  the  colony,  and  jct  bU 
had  to  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  people 
of  the  county,  without  any  assistance,  except 
the  subsidy  which  the  House  gave  in  addi- 
tion to  the  rates,  which  subsidy,  he  was  satis- 
fied, would  soon  cease.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber who  moted  in  this  matter  could  not  have 
considered  that,  while  there  were  some  counties 
of  enormous  size — as  big  as  Taranaki,  for  instanoe^ 
in  which  there  were  still  large  areas  of  unsold 
Crown  land— there  were  others  in  which  there 
was  no  land  left  out  of  which  to  set  apart  endow- 
ments. He  hoped  the  words  "where  possible" 
would  be  left  in  the  motion  ;  and  let  the  Govem- 
ment of  the  day  treat  all  alike. 

Mr.  MURRAY  explained  that  his  reason  for 
putting  in  the  words  '*  where  possible  "  was  that 
in  many  counties  there  were  not  sufficient  areas 
of  unsold  Crown  lands  to  form  endovtments. 
Where  the  GoTemmeut  thought  it  de^ixi^ble  to 
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•et  apart  endowments  tbey  should  fir«t  of  oil 
pmiit  them  within  the  boundary  of  the  county 
usilf,  and,  when  there  was  not  sufficient  land 
within  the  county,  they  should  tnke  land  ns  near 
as  possible  outside  the  county  boundary.  His 
object  would  not  be  defeated  by  the  amendment 
of  tlie  honorable  member  for  i\karoa,  and  he 
would  therefore  not  oppose  it.  Of  course,  when 
the  Bill  was  before  tlie  Uou^e  which  would  give 
effect  to  the^e  re^olutionB,  honorable  members 
could  discuss  all  the  uiinutis,  which  need  not  be 
done  now,  and  then  it  could  be  kept  in  view  that 
endowments  should  be  in  or  near  the  county 
interested.  With  regard  to  wliat  had  fallen  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Lvttelton  os  to  the 
necessity  for  insisting  on  endowments  being  set 
apart  in  townships  laid  out  by  private  individuals, 
he  might  point  out  that  that  course  had  already 
been  adopted  in  one  inslaMce,  at  all  eyents.  He 
was  informed  that  the  Hon.  H.  R.  RussoU,  a 
member  of  the  otl>er  House,  liad  laid  out  the 
Township  of  Waipukui  ou  in  sections  which  were 
leased  for  ninety-nino  years,  nt  the  end  of  which 
time  they  would  become  the  property  of  the 
municipHlity.  *Tiiot  was  a  wise  provision,  and 
showed  a  liberality  and  good  sense  which  it  might 
be  well  for  the  Qovernment  and  other  proprietors 
to  imitate. 

Mr.  Qisbome's  amendment,  *'Thofc  the  words 
'  where  possible '  be  struck  out,"  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Montgomery's  amendment,  *'  That  *  pro* 
rincial  district'  be  substituted  for  *  county,'" 
agreed  to. 

On  the  question.  That  tlie  amendment  to  the 
second  resolution  bo  agreed  to, 

Mr.  RE  ID  said  he  was  disposed  to  yote  against 
the  motion  altogether,  because  the  law  already 
proTidcd  for  granting  municipal  endowments. 
He  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  fix  the  en- 
dowment:} according  to  population.  It  would 
be  far  better  to  deal  with  applications  for  muni- 
cipal endowments  as  they  arose.  There  were 
many  municipalities  with  small  populations  at 
the  present  time  which  in  fifty  years  might  be  of 
far  more  importance  than  municipalities  which 
now  had  latge  populations.  The  endowments 
should  rather  be  made  in  accordance  with  what 
might  be  supposed  to  be  their  ultimate  import- 
ance; and,  carrying  out  that  view,  it  would 
be  better  to  endow  existing  municipalities  from 
time  to  time,  as  their  necessities  demanded.  The 
system  of  granting  endowments  in  proportion  to 
population  would  operate  Tery  unfairly  in  many 
cases.  For  instance,  municipalities  required  as- 
sistance in  their  early  days  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  form  streets  and  to  carry  out  sanitary 
arrangements.  Then,  as  the  population  became 
more  dense,  they  might  grant  endowments  up 
to  a  reasonable  limit,  and  finally  leave  the  in- 
habitants themselves  to  raise  what  further  funds 
they  niiglit  require.  The  hands  of  the  Oovem- 
meut  should  not  be  tied.  They  should  be  lell 
to  take  into  consideration  the  wants  of  parti- 
cular districts  as  necessity  arose,  subject  to  a 
maximum  limit.  The  question  arose  with  the  lite 
Qovernment  whether  there  should  be  a  smaller 
grant  in  some  cases,  and  they  decided  to  grant  the 
maTimum  in  erery  case,  because,  no  matj^er  how 


good  the  reason  for  refusing  to  go  beyond  a  cer- 
tain limit,  it  might  be  said  that  they  did  not  do 
so  because  the  member  who  requested  it  did  not 
happen  to  be  a  supporter  of  the  Government. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  first  resolution.  The  day 
was  fast  approaching  when  the  counties  would 
not  get  subsidies  from  revenue,  and,  that  being 
so,  there  was  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
placed  in  a  position,  by  means  of  endowments, 
to  provide  for  their  own  requirements.  He 
hoped  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  sub- 
sidies to  counties  would  be  discontinued.  It  was 
a  mistaken  policy  to  raise  revenue  from  Customs 
duties  in  order  to  dole  it  back  in  the  shape  of 
subsidies,  which  induced  the  inhabitants  to  tax 
themselves  lest  they  should  lose  their  share  of 
the  Customs  revenue.  If  the  pruociple  he  advo- 
cated were  acted  upon,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would,  in  future,  be  able  to  shape  his  fiSHancet  on 
a  more  satisfactory  basis. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  he  cared  very  little  what 
became  of  the  motion,  but  he  wished  to  touch 
upon  a  remark  made  by  the  lK>norable  member 
for  the  Taieri.  In  Auckland  sixpence  extra  was 
tacked  on  to  the  rates  in  order  to  get  the  sub- 
sidies. Instead  of  taxing  themselves  lees  thej 
had  made  the  taxes  more,  and  that  accounted  for 
the  rates  of  the  Borougli  of  Auckland  being  so 
high  for  the  last  year  or  two.  He  quite  agreed 
that  it  was  wrong  to  raise  money  from  Customs 
for  the  sake  of  handing  it  back  again  in  the  way 
of  subsidies.  It  would  be  far  better  to  leave  it 
in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  for  money  collected 
in  that  way  lost  largely  before  it  got  back  again. 
There  was  one  other  matter  to  which  he  wished 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government.  There 
were  a  great  number  of  new  towns  being  laid 
out — several  were  being  laid  out  near  Wellington 
just  now — which  were  nothing  but  curses.  They 
were  laid  out  by  private  people,  who  had  not 
the  slightest  regard  to  the  formation  of  streets 
or  the  convenience  of  the  public.  No  reserves 
were  made  in  them  for  public  purposes ;  no  en- 
dowments to  relieve  the  rates,  or  for  education. 
People  bought  sections  in  these  towns  without 
ever  seeing  them.  That  had  been  done  in  Auck* 
land  over  and  over  again.  Thousands  of  pounds 
had  been  made  by  land-jobbers,  who  laid  out 
towns  without  any  regard  to  public  requirements. 
If  the  Government  laid  out  a  town  they  made 
all  proper  arrangements  ;  sites  were  reserved 
for  schools,  post  offices,  and  police  stations,  in 
view  of  the  possibility  of  a  large  population 
being  settled  in  the  town:  but  it  appeared  to 
be  nobody's  business  to  see  that  proper  arrange- 
ments were  made  when  a  private  town  wat 
laid  off*.  He  contended  that  it  was  the  bounden 
duly  of  the  Government  to  attend  to  these  mat- 
ters, and  to  see  that  proper  provision  was  made 
to  meet  the  wants  and  see  to  the  health  of 
the  people.  They  should  see  that  the  streets 
in  private  towns  were  of  the  proper  width, 
with  open  spaces  for  recreation,  and  that  v 
proper  system  of  drainage  was  provided,  and, 
above  all,  that  a  proper  title  was  giyep,  for 
there  were  cases  where  people  had  discovered 
that,  after  being  in  possession  of  their  seokfons 
for  tome  yean,  there  was  a  mortgage  over  the 
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land,  the  J  lost  the  money  tbfj  paid  and  the 
houses  they  had  built,  the  money  received  from 
the  section- holders  being  put  into  other  specula- 
tions instead  of  going  to  pay  off*  the  mortgage. 
He  hoped  the  OoTemment  would  gire  this  sub- 
ject consideration.  Mr.  0*Neill  introduced  into 
the  last  Parliament  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  plans  of 
towns,  but  it  applied  solely  to  Q-ovemment  towns. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  Qt>Temment  to  see  that 
private  towns  were  properly  laid  out,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  not  neglect  it.  He  saw  from 
the  newspapers  that  grievanoes  connected  with 
private  streets  were  constantly  cropping  up  in 
Wellington ;  but,  apart  from  all  other  views  of 
the  matter,  the  Government  should  see  that 
these  streets  were  of  a  proper  width.  In  a 
narrow  lane,  if  it  became  necessary  to  lay  a 
drain,  or  if  there  was  a  dray  unloading,  all 
traffio  had  to  be  stopped  in  conpequence;  and, 
if  a  fire  broke  out,  nothing  could  be  done,  for 
want  of  room.  He  would  conclude  with  an 
appeal  to  the  Government  to  look  closely  into 
this  subject  in  the  future. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  GIBB3,  in  order  that  the  resolution 
shoidd  not  be  an  empty  record,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing addition :  "  and  that  any  measure  giving 
effect  to  the  generalization  of  the  land  revenue 
should  include  provision  to  give  effect  to  the 
foregoing  resolution." 

Mr.  B£II)  thought  it  would  be  better  to  adopt 
the. first  resolution  as  it  stood,  and  then  allow  the 
matter  to  stand  over. 

Sir  G.  GREY  hoped  the  resolution  would  not 
be  agreed  to. 

The  hour  of  half -past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, the  ActingSfeakbb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BESUHBD. 

The  Acting-Spbiebb  resumed  the  chair  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock. 

NORTH  OF  AUCKLAND  WORKS. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  DOUGLAS,  it  was 
ordered.  That  an  address  be  presented  to  His 
Excellency,  praying  that  he  will  cause  to  be  placed 
on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  the  following 
sums  for  the  works  set  opposite  to  them,  respec- 
tively: Road  from  Maungnturoto  to  Waikekei, 
£1,000 ;  for  opening  road  at  Ruatangata,  £300 ; 
wharf  at  Whangarei  Heads,  £600 ;  road  at  Man- 
ngakaramea,  £800;  tramway  at  Kamo,  £2,000; 
MangapAi  Wharf,  say,  £800  :  total,  £5,600. 

LOTTERIES  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Mr.  RO WE  moved.  That  the  Chairman  do  leave 
the  chair. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Chairman  do  leave 
the  chair;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  tJie  following  result : — 


Atbs. 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 
Mr,  Swetmon 


27 
23 


Mr.  J.  C  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly. 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  De  Lautottr, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Manders, 
The  motion  was 
the  Chaibkan  left 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
2W/erf. 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Rowe. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Travers, 
Mr.  WoolcocL 
TelUrs, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Stout. 

consequently  agreed  to,  tad 
the  diair. 


FOREST  TREES  PLANTING  ENCOUBAGK- 
MENT  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Mr.  W.  WOOD  moved.  That  the  Chairman  do 
leave  the  chair. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  Chairman  do  now 
leave  the  chair ; "  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         23 

Noes         82 


Majority  against ... 


9 


Ates. 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Tnkamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti. 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 

TelUrs, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaioa, 
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Mr.  Gibbs, 
Dr.  Henry, 
lir.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  ManderSi 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 


Mr.  Teschenmker, 
Mr.  Traveri, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Woolcook. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
I  Mr.  Beid. 


Tlie  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Mr.  SURIMSKI  moved,  That  the  Chairman 
report  progress,  and  6btain  leare  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Chairman  report  pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again ; "  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         24 

Noes         21 


Mojorily  for 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Luutour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 


3 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Bo  we, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Shrimski. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Orroond, 

Captain  Bussell, 
I  Mr.  Seymour, 
,  Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Swanson, 
'  -Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Wason. 

Tellers, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bichardson. 


I 


Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Burns, 

Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Bir.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
progress  was  reported. 

Mr.  BEII)  moved,  That  leave  be  given  to  sit 
again  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  MUBRAY  moved,  That  the  word  "  next " 
be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  the  insertion  of  the 
word*  "month."  At  this  stage  of  the  session 
there  was  no  time  to  consider  impracticable  mea- 
sures. A  great  deal  of  rubbish  had  been  talked 
on  the  subject,  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru,  amongst  others,  as  to  the  cost  of  plant- 
ing. However,  he  should  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  in  discussing  the  matter  further. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  question;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : — 

Ayes         28 

Noes         23 

Majority  for       6 


Atrs. 


Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  liamnch, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 


Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Tellers. 
"ULt.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Beid. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Bir.  'J'homson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Murray. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  original  resolution  agreed  to. 

AOREBE  TBAMWAY. 

On  the  Order  of  the  day  beingcalled.  That  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider 
of  an  address  to  be  presented  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  praving  that  land,  in  convenient 
blocks,  comprising  in  the  whole  20,000  acres,  be 
fct  apart,  in  the  Aorere  Valley,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  a  tramway  to  open  up  the  luid  in 
that  valley  for  settlement  by  connecting  it  with 
the  shipping  port  of  Collingwood  ;  ana  that  he 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  surveys  to  be  made  and 
specifications  to  be  prepared  during  the  recess, 

Mr.  BEES  moved,  That  the  Order  be  postponed 
for  one  week. 

Mr.  GIBBS  trusted  the  House  would  not  post* 
pone  the  going  into  Committee  on  this  question, 
and  that  no  particular  feeling  on  the  part  of  any 
honorable  members  would  induce  them  to  prevent 
the  subject  being  discussed.  The  object  was  one 
which,  he  was  sure,  would  commend  itself  to  the 
House  fully  as  much  as  any  resolution  of  a  similar 
character  that  had  come  before  it  this  session.  If 
the  resolution  were  passed,  he  had  no  intention 
of  asking  the  House  to  oonsider  a  Bill  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  He  merely  wished  the  House  to 
affirm  the  principle  and  ask  the  Government  to 
have  tills  piece  of  country  surveyed.  He  was 
confident  tnat,  if  the  Government  carried  out  the 
latter  part  of  the  resolution,  and  had  this  valley 
surveyed,  they  would  be  convinced  that  whot  he 
had  previously  stated  was  quite  true — namely, 
that  a  road  would  open  up  fur  settlement  a  very 
large  extent  of  country.  A  further  extent  of 
country  would  be  opened  up,  which  at  present 
was  quite  unapproaohable,  for  pastoral  purpose*— 
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an  extent  of  country  which  verj  few  persons  in  I    Mr.  Hursthouse, 
New  Zealand  knew  anything  about.    He  did  not  '    Mr.  Joyce, 
himself  know  the  land  mitiulely,  hut  he  knew  it  i    Mr.  Kennedy, 
sufficiently  to  say  that  there  wiw  a  large  area  of      Mr.  Larnach, 
country  which   would   be  available  for  pastoral  ;    Mr.  Lumsden, 
purposes  after  a  road  had  been  made   through  i    Mr.  Macandrew, 
this  valley.    There  was  now  no  possible  approach  j    Mr.  Mandor?, 
to  the  country  he  referred  to.     He  trusted  the 
House  would  pass  the  resolution,  asking  the  Go* 
yemment  to  have  the  survey  of  the  valley  made. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  should  be  sorry  to  oppose 
any  motion  of  this  kind,  but  all  these  cases  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  fairly.  A  few  days  ago,  when 
he  had  brought  forward  a  more  urgent  resolu- 
tion, having  reference  to  important  coal  fields  in 
the  colony — a  motion  which  had  stronger  claims 
to  consideration — he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  it. 
He  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  should  be 
satisfied  with  eliciting  tl>e  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject.  If  this  resolution  were 
dealt  with  as  his  (Mr.  Hodgkinson's)  resolution 
had  been  dealt  with,  he  would  have  no  objection,  i 

Mr.  BAIGENT  supported  the  resolution.     If  | 
the  proposed  road  were  made  through  this  valley,  | 
it  would  open  up  a  fine  extent  of  country,  and  j 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  would  be  rendered 
available.     It  was  known  that  coal,  gold,  silver, 
and  marble  existed  in  that  part  of  the  district. 
The  House  liad  already  agreed  to  set  apart  cer- 
tain blocks  of  land  in  Otago  for  a  similar  purpose, 
and  he  thought  honorable  members  ought  at  least 
to  adopt  tliis  resolution. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  looked  favourably  upon 
the  proposition  made  in  this  resolution,  and  hoped 
tl»e  House  would  not  object  to  consider  it. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Order  of  the  day  be 

Sostponed  till  this  day  week;"    upon  which  a 
ivision  was  ^called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         12 

Noes         40 


Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wa»on, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Baigont, 
Mr.  Gibbs. 


Majority  against... 
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Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sbrimskl, 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Cox, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Htslop, 
Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr,  Gibbs 


Ates. 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Bees. 

XOES. 

1  Mr.  McLean, 

I  Mr.  Montgomery, 

i  Mr.  Moorhouse, 

'  Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

I  Mr.  Ormond, 

;  Mr.  Reid. 

j  Mr.  Reynolds,    . 

j  Mr.  Richardson, 

I  Captain  Russell, 

I  Mr.  Seymour, 

.  Mr.  Stevens, 

I  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

1  Mr.  Te^chcmaker, 


The  motion  was  consequent ly  negatived. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  tliat,  in  order  to  save  the  time 
of  the  House,  as  the  Minister  for  Lands  had 
given  an  assurance  that  he  looked  favourably  on 
the  proposal,  he  would  ask  leave  to  wilhdmw  the 
mot  ion. 

Captain  RUSSELL  did  not  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  ought  to  be  allowed  to  with- 
draw the  motion,  because  the  Government  were 
takinz  up  a  position  which  they  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  assume,  considering  the  policy  with 
regard  to  the  land  which  they  had  lately  intro- 
duced. Until  the  House  knew  more  about  the 
land  policy  of  the  Government  it  should  not 
affirm  such  a  ]>rinciple  as  that  which  was  now 
enunciated  —  namely,  that  of  g'ving  away  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  district  railways. 
He  must  object  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  MACANPREW  thought  that,  after  the 
divi>ion  which  had  just  taken  place,  the  Govern- 
ment would  bo  perlcctly  warranted  in  getting  a 
report  upon  this  proposed  work  ;  and,  when  that 
report  was  laid  before  the  House,  the  whole 
question  could  bo  discussed.  The  proposition 
was  not  to  carry  out  the  work  now,  but  merely 
to  get  the  nece.*8nry  data  on  which  to  submit  a 
proposal  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Gl  liBS  said  that,  as  there  was  an  obiec- 
tion  to  his  withdrawing  the   resolution,  it  had 
better  go  through  the  ordinary  course. 
j      Resolution     considered     in    Committee,    and 
I  agreed  to. 
I 

CATLIN'S  RIVER  TELEGRAPH. 

IK   COMMITTEE. 

I  Mr.  THOMSON  moved,  That  an  address  be 
I  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  re- 
questing him  to  cause  to  be  placed  on  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimates  the  sum  of  £2,000,  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  tlie  telegraph  to  Catlin's 
Kiver. 

Mr.  BURNS  would  like  that  the  line  should 
be  extended  to  the  Nuggets  Lighthouse,  and 
would  move  the  addition  of  the  following  words : 
"  and  t^  the  Nuggets  Lighthouse." 

Mr.  THOMSON  would  accept  the  amendment. 
Mr.   FISHER    said    this  was  an    important 
national  undertaking,  and  he  thought   the  line 
might  well  be  extended  as  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Roslyn. 

Mr.  McLean  did  not  see  why  places  should  be 
treated  in  a  different  manner.  When  the  Go- 
vernment was  asked  to  extend  the  telegraph  line 
to  the  Kaipara,  the  people  there  were  required 
to  give  H  guarantee  of  £350  that  the  line  would 
pay,  and  he  thought  tliat  a  guarantee  ought  to 
bo  giren  in  this  cose  also,  especially  when  it  wos 
understood  that  both  cases  should  be  treated 
alike.  He  would  move  the  addition  of  the 
j  words,  "  provided  the  usual  guarantee  was 
'  given.".  .  . 
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Mr.  G-IBBS  would  like  to  know  in  how  many 
cases  such  a  guarttntee  bad  been  given.  If  it 
were  expedient  that  the  telegraph  should  be 
made,  he  thought  it  should  be  made  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  generally,  and  without  any 
guarantee  being  required.  It  was  not  only  tlie 
people  of  that  particular  locahty  who  would 
benefit  by  the  extension  of  the  telegraph,  but  it 
was  the  country  at  large.  He  did  not  think 
guarantees  were  necessary  in  cases  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  like  to  know  whether,  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  ever  heard  of  a  light- 
house-keeper being  asked  to  give  a  e;uarantee  to 
the  Government  that  the  telegraph  when  ex- 
tended to  the  lighthouse  would  pay. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  did  not  believe  in  requiring 
guarantees,  and,  if  a  guarantee  were  required  in 
this  case,  he  hoped  that  a  guarantee  would  also 
be  required  for  the  Northern  Wairoa  line. 

Mr.  HUNTER  thought  a  guarantee  ought  to 
be  given.  It  was  the  common  practice  to  require 
a  guarantee,  and  no  exception  should  be  made  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  if  the  line  were  extended  to  the 
Nuggets  Lighthouse  it  would  bo  taken  miles  out 
of  its  way.  He  knew  the  object  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Roslyn  in  wishing  to  have  the  line 
taken  by  way  oi  the  Nuggets.  The  honorable 
member  thought  that  some  saw-millers  at  Catlin's 
River  were  going  to  get  an  advantage.  If  the 
Government  were  to  be  compelled  to  cause  the 
settlers  of  Catlin's  River  to  give  a  guarantee  that 
this  line  would  pay,  ho  did  not  know  what  they 
would  be  required  to  do  next. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  they  all  knew  that  the 
extension  of  the  lino  to  the  lighthouse  would  not 
pay.  The  telegraph  at  Catlin's  River  would' be 
principally  used  by  the  saw-millers. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
settlers  at  Owaka  Flat  would  not  avail  themselves 
of  the  telegraph. 

Mr.  McLean  did  not  know  whether  they 
would  or  not.  If  he  had  remained  in  office  he 
intended,  when  this  matter  came  up,  to  add  the 
words  to  the  motion  which  he  had  already  stated. 
If  the  House  did  not  require  a  guarantee  from 
the  settlers  at  Catlin's  Kirer,  he  thought  the 
guarantee  which  had  been  required  from  the 
Kaipara  should  be  removed.  As  the  telegraph 
was  extended  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 
the  whole  colony,  those  lines  which  paid  well 
should  be  made  to  pay  for  those  which  did  not  pay. 
It  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  colony 
that  the  telegraph  should  go  from  one  end  of 
New  Zealand  to  the  other,  whether  these  lines 
paid  or  not. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  wished  to  know  whether 
the  honorable  gentleman  when  he  was  Commis- 
sioner of  Telegraphs  required  a  guarantee  from 
the  Dunstan  and  Queenstown  people,  or  from 
the  people  residing  in  a  great  many  other  places 
to  which  the  telegraph  had  been  extended.  It 
was  unfair  to  single  out  the  settlers  at  Catlin's 
River,  and  to  require  a  guarantee  from  them. 
He  could  mention  scores  of  places,  of  less  conse- 
quence than  Catlin's  River,  from  which  no  gua- 
rantee whatever  had  been  required. 

Mr.  BURNS  hoped  that  as  soon  at  the  line 
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vras  erected  the  Minister  for  Telegraphs  would 
advertise  the  fact.  If  the  line  were  extended 
as  proposed  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  sailors 
and  shipping  men  generally.  In  the  interests  of 
those  poor  Allows  who  had  to  struggle  through 
the  waves,  and  whose  lives  were  frequently  im- 
perilled, he  hoped  due  notice  would  be  given 
of  the  completion  of  the  line. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  it  might  easily  be  per- 
ceived that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  tiding  these 
guarantees,  but  he  wished  all  places  to  be  treated 
in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  that,  as  sailors  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Roslyn, 
he  could  state  to  the  House  that  he  had  known 
of  vessels  that  had  been  knocking  about  the 
Straits  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  anchoring 
at  Totaranui,  and  the  captains  of  which,  in  his 
opinion,  would  be  glad  to  pay  double  or  even 
treble  rates  if  they  had  the  opportunity  of  com- 
municating with  the  owners  or  consignees. 

Mr.  ORMOND  understood  that  it  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Goyemment  hitherto,  when 
the  telegraph  was  extended  to  any  district,  to  call 
upon  the  people  of  that  district,  in  the  event  of 
the  line  not  paying,  to  give  a  guarantee.  He 
understood  that  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti  had  only  suggested  the  guarantee  because 
the  people  in  this  lo(^ity  were  very  few,  and  were 
not  likely  to  support  the  line. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  that  the  coa(t  of  this 
work  was  estimated  at  £2,000,  and  a  fair  guaran- 
tee to  ask  for  would  be  £100  a  year.  Apaitr 
altogether  from  that,  however,  the  Government 
were  quite  satisfied  that  the  line  when  com- 
pleted would  pay.  Moreover,  it  would  be  a  great 
convenience  to  shipping,  and  he  believed  that  if  it 
had  been  constructed  a  few  years  ago  a  very  fine 
vessel  which  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  some  time 
since  would  hare  been  saved. 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  the  coast  was  very  much  ex- 
posed, and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
telegraph  should  be  extended  in  that  directioDi 
without  any  guarantee  at  all.  He  had  been  pre- 
sent at  the  vvrecks  of  the  vessels  referred  to,  and 
he  knew  that,  had  the  telegraph  been  extended  at 
that  time,  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  would  have 
been  saved.  He  remembered  meeting  the  Com- 
missioner of  Telegraphs  on  one  of  those  occasions. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  then  in  a  very  for- 
lorn condition,  and,  had  the  telegraph  been  avail- 
able, he  would  have  been  spared  a  g(K>d  deal  of  ex- 
posure, and  so  would  others.  Then  he  was  at  the 
wreck  of  the.  **  Surat "  a  few  days  after  it  occurred, 
and  he  knew  that  a  great  deal  of  annoyance  would 
have  been  saved  had  a  telegraph  line  been  avail- 
able. He  was  quite  certain  Uiat  a  guarantee  shoiild 
not  be  required,  and  he  hoped  the  motion  would 
be  carried  without  further  opposition. 

Mr.  BURNS  said  the  question  as  to  the  line 
paying  would  depend  a  good  deal  upon  where  the 
station  was  placed.  He  noped  the  hint  would  not 
be  disregarded. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  resolution  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  one 
o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL. 

Thursdatff  22nd  November,  1877. 


First  Readinf^  —  Third  B«adiDfl[s  —  Oreriboath  Native 
Reserres— Oamaru  Bailvray  Beserre— NatiTe  Besenree 
Bill— Dr.  Campbell— Waste  Lands— Imprest  Supply 
Bill  No.  7— District  Bailways  Bill— Fish  Frotection 
Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

PBAYEB8. 

FIRST  READINOS. 
Timaru  Harbour  Bill,  Jackson's  Bay  Road  Dis- 
trict Bill,  Hutt,  Waikanae,  and  Palmerston  Rail- 
way Bill,  Lyttelton  and  Heathcote  Recreation 
Ground  Bill,  Mount  Cook  Road  District  Bill, 
Taranaki    Smelting    Works    BiU,    Christchurch 


Board  of  Health  Bill,  Canterbury  Railways  Land 
Bill,  Peninsula  County  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Walsh  and  Others  Pension  Bill,  Palea  Harbour 
Bill,  Bluff  Harbour  Bill,  Onehunga  Endowments 
Bill,  Otago  Museum  Bill. 

GREYMOUTH  NATIVE  RESERVES. 
The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  If  the  Gt)Temment  will 
take  steps  to  curtail  the  very  large  eipenditure  at 
present  incurred  in  collecting  the  rents  of  Maori 
reserves  at  Greymouth  and  Hokitika?  Ho  put 
the  question  in  consequence  of  the  perusal- of  a 
return  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  which, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Council,  he  would  read. 
It  was  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ezpendi' 
ture  of  the  Greymouth  Native  Reserve  Fund 
from  the  Ist  July,  1876,  to  the  30th  June,  1877: 


Receipts, 
Amounts  collected  and  paid  to  Public  Accounts  as  under,  viz.,- 
Greymouth 
Teremakau 

Kaiata  ...  .^ 

Arnold 
Hokitika 
Arahura 

Balance  to  credit,  as  per  statement  of  80th  June,  1876  ... 
Additional  amount  placed  to  credit  of  fund  as  per  adjustment 

Total  receipts 

Expenditure. 
Amounts  expended  on  behalf  of  the  Natives, — 
Allowance  for  rent 
Medical  attendance 
Road  rate 
Passaffes 
Miscellaneous  expenses  ... 

Building  materials,  Ac 

lioans 
Salaries 

Protective  works 

Forming  streets 

SurvevB  and  plans 

Printing 

Commiaaion,  collecting  rents 

Travelling  expenses 

Sundries 


Total  expended  out  of  imprests 
Amounts  paid  direct  by  Treasury, — 
Commissioner's  salary,  9  months ... 
Interpreter's         „     12    „ 
Schocumaster's      „      12    „         ...  ... 

One-fourth  cost  of  adjusting  Native  Reserves  Accounts 


£   s.  d. 

£   8.  d. 

3,461  5  10 

11  7  6 

60  0  0 

4.  7  6 

16  17  6 

119  6  6 

3,663  3  10 

...    ... 

2,732  15  8 

45  18  10 

..     £6,441  17  11 


£    B.  d. 

£   s.  d. 

1,754  10  0 

59  5  6 

18  16  0 

48  6  0 

501  17  8 

60  4  8 

37  4  6 

212  10  0 

2,692  11  11 

541  7  9 

150  0  0 

108  6  0 

12  2  6 

283  0  9 

82  2  6 

52  4  11 

1,224  4  6 

... 

8,916  16  4 

168  15  0 

60  0  0 

75  0  0 

12  10  0 

<inA  ft  A 

Total  expenditure  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,323    1    4 

Minus  3  months*  salary  paid  Commissioner,  transferred  to  Nelson  Native  Reserves 

Account  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56    5    0 


Carried  forward 


Mr.  Burnt 


4^266  16    4 
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Brought  forward ... 
Additional  amoont  cluu^eable  againot  ftmd,  as  per  adjuBtment  account 


Orerdraft  due  by  Kelson  Natire  Beserre  Fand,  as  per  adjustment 
ATailable  balance  to  SOth  June,  1877 


£4,266  16  4 
842  9  8 

4,609  6  0 
910  18  0 
921  18  11 

£6,441  17  11 


What  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  to  was  the  enormous  expendi- 
ture for  the  collection  of  such  a  small  amount  of 
rent.  He  trusted  the  lionorable  gentleman  would 
give  him  an  assurance  that  during  the  recess  he 
would  make  such  proper  inquiry  into  this  nmt- 
ter  as  would  enable  him  to  put  it  on  a  better 
footing. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  these  charges  were  ex- 
cessife,  and  that  some  person  had  been  making 
a  yery  good  thing  out  of  it.  He  would  take  good 
oare  that  this  matter  was  looked  into,  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  might  rest  assured  that  the 
Government  would  make  every  possible  inquiry, 
and  take  such  steps  as  were  necessary  to  insure 
a  fairer  proportion  between  the  rerenue  and  the 
ohargea. 

OAMABU  RAILWAY  RESERVE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  If  it  is  true  that  a  portion  of 
Block  95,  Oamaru  Town,  lately  acquired  by  the 
Oof  eminent  for  railway  purposes,  has  been  let  to 
a  private  firm  for  the  purpose  of  erecting,  a  grain 
store  ;  and,  if  so,  when  and  on  what  terms  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the 
answer  was,  that  there  had  been  lately  let  to 
Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr,  of  Oamaru,  a  site  for  a 
min  store,  under  an  agreement  a  copy  of  which 
ne  had  on  his  table.  The  site  was  leased  on  the 
80th  October  for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years,  but 
provision  was  made  for  resuming  the  site  upon 
three  months'  notice,  with  compensation.  The 
lease  was  effected  under  general  instructions  to 
facilitate  the  erection  of  grain  stores  by  private 
individuals,  given  by  the  late  Government  with 
the  view  of  saving  the  cost  to  the  colony  of  erect- 
ing tn^in  stores.  It  had  been  done  under  "The 
Public  Works  Act,  1876,"  which  gave  power  to 
take  reserves,  and  he  believed  that  the  one  real 
grievance  in  this  matter  was  that  the  land  was  a 
recreation  reserve.  Power  was  given  under  the 
Act  referred  to  to  take  reserves,  without  compen- 
sation, after  giving  due  notice ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment made  an  exception  in  this  case,  and  gave 
£207  to  the  Board  as  compensation.  The  site  had 
been  let  by  tender,  and  had  been  advertised. 

NATIVE  RESERVES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER,  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name,  said  that  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee  on  this  Bill  took  place  on 
the  11th  September,  and  since  that  date  they  had 
met  eight  times.  A  great  deal  of  very  valuable 
evidence  had  been  taken  by  the  Committee,  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  that  evi- 
dence were  lost.  It  was  very  much  in  favour  of 
the  Native  population  of  Gr^mouth  and  the 


West  Coast.  He  thought  it  very  desirable  that 
the  evidence  should  be  put  on  record,  and  there- 
fore he  moved  the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  ouestion  proposed,  *'  That  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Native 
Reserves  Amendment  Bill  Committee  to  lay  (he 
evidence  taken  before  that  Committee  on  th« 
table." — {HoH.  Captain  Frater) 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  the  action  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  this  matter  had  been 
characterized  by  his  usual  impulsiveness,  but  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  on  this  occasion  it  had 
not  been  characterized  by  his  usual  courtesy.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  honorable'  gentleman's 
proceeding  was  particularly  unseemly  in  respect 
to  his  coUeagues  on  the  Committee :  if  he  nad 
taken  the  trouble,  before  he  put  his  notice  on  the 
Paper,  or  when  he  was  seized  with  an  idea  as  to 
the  great  wrong  done  to  the  Native  people  by 
the  oppressive  operation  of  the  Native  Reserves 
Act  in  that  district,  to  consult  them,  he  would 
have  been  informed  that  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  intended 
immediately  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Committee 
and  bring  aown  a  report  upon  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  would  like  to 
know  whether  the  Committee  was  going  to  bring 
up  a  report  at  all  on  this  subject,  as  stated^  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  moved  the  motion. 
The  Committee  had  been  sitting  very  nearly  two 
months,  and  no  result  whatever  had  attended 
their  meetings.  He  would  be  glad  to  know  why 
such  had  been  the  case,  and  why  a  report  had 
not  been  brought  up.  He  would  like  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  inform  the  Council 
whether  they  were  to  expect  a  report.  All  the 
evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  would  be  so 
much  waste  paper.  He  could  hardly  suppose  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  moved  tne  motion 
entertained  the  idea  that  the  Natives  had  not 
been  well  treated  in  the  part  of  the  country  rc» 
ferred  to.  The  Natives  there  had  got  the  very 
best  rents  for  their  lands  out  of  the  present 
occupants,  and  all  the  European  tenants  wished 
for  was  to  come  to  an  arrangement  with  the  Na- 
tives  in  order  to  get  a  longer  and  more  secure 
tenure.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  what 
use  the  evidence  would  be  to  the  Council  without 
a  report  from  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  best  course  for  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  to  take,  after  the  explanation  made  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  would  be  to  ask 
the  leave  of  the  Council  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
At  the  same  time,  the  intention  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  to  submit  a  report  to  his 
colleagues  for  consideration  did  not  amount  to 
the  adoption  of  any  report.  He  thought  ther« 
was  a  strong  probability  of  no  report  being 
adopted  by  that  Committee.    If  that  wer«  the 
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oase,  ho  thought  it  would  be  a  wise  measure  to 
adopt  a  resolution  such  as  this,  in  order  to  pre- 
•erre  the  evidence  taken.  Ho  would  suggest  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  at  the  present 
time  no  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  press- 
ing on  the  resolution. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  they  were 
told  that  Parliament  might  be  prorogued  next 
week,  and  he  thought  it  was  very  improbable, 
seeing  that  the  Committee  had  been  postponed 
BO  lont;,  that  it  would  be  called  together  again  at 
all.  He  wished  to  have  the  evidence  placed  on 
record,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  he  proposed 
the  motion.  However,  as  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  had 
said  he  was  going  to  call  the  Committee  together, 
he  had  no  object  in  pressing  the  motion,  and 
begged  to  withdraw  it. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

DR.  CAMPBELL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCJCILEY,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  wo'uld  refer 
briefly  to  what  had  taken  place  in  reference  to 
the  case  of  Dr.  Campbell,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
lureeons  of  the  Christchurch  Hospital.  It  would 
be  in  the  xecollection  of  the  Council  that  some 
time  ago  a  debate  took  place,  on  a  motion  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Robinson,  in  respect  to  a  petition,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Colonial  Secretary  by  several  other 
Burgeons  of  the  Christchurch  Hospital,  asking 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  conduct 
of  Dr.  Campbell  in  reference  to  a  private  matter. 
Afterwards  Dr.  Campbell  himself  requested  that 
an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  matter.  Pre- 
yious  to  that  debate  there  was  a  letter  read  in  the 
Council  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  referring  to 
charges  made  against  Dr.  Campbell  in  connection 
with  another  institution  in  Christchurch. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  did  not  read  the 
letter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  was  very  sorry  that 
he  must  give  his  own  version.  He  heard  the 
honorable  gentleman  read  the  letter,  and  ho  was 
interrupted  before  he  completed  the  reading  of 
it.  He  so  far  heard  the  letter  that  he  might 
allude  to  what  it  referred  to.  It  referred  to  the 
conduct  of  Dr.  Campbell  in  connection  with  an 
institution  under  Qovemment  control  in  Christ- 
church. What  took  place  upon  this  letter  did 
not  appear  in  HanMard^  and  had  been  suppressed. 
The  newspapers  had  taken  notice  of  it,  and  it  had 
been  commented  upon  by  the  local  papers  in 
Canterbury.  He  believed  this  letter  wus  after- 
wards handed  over  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson 
to  the  late  Colonial  Secretary.  From  some  cause 
or  another,  the  letter  had  mysteriously  disap- 
peared. He  thought  it  was  right  that  the  Com- 
mission should  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  this 
matter  also,  not  only  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  institution,  but  also  to  Dr.  Campbell  himself. 
He  understood  that  the  matter  which  the  Com- 
missioners had  been  ordered  to  inquire  into  was 
an  entirely  private  one,  unconnected  with  the 
hospital.  Therefore  he  moved  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name.  As  he  said  before,  this  matter 
should  be  inquired  into,  in  justice  to  the  insti- 
gation, as  well  as  to  Dr.  Campbell  itself.  If  it  I 
Hon,  Mr.  ManUll 


were  not  inquired  into  it  would  seriously  injure 
the  professional  reputation  of  Dr.  Campbell. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  desirable  that 
the  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
case  of  Dr.  Campbell,  of  Christchurch,  should 
also  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  particulars 
of  a  letter  read  in  this  Council,  and  handed 
over  to  the  late  Colonial  Secretary.*' — {Eon,  Mr, 
Buckley.) 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  on 
reference  to  Hansard  he  could  find  on  record 
no  part  of  the  letter  to  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  referred ;  and  on  reference  to  the 
department  of  which  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
was  in  charge  he  found  that  the  only  knowledge 
there  of  this  document  was  that  a  great  search 
had  been  made  for  it  in  every  direction,  and  that 
it  could  not  be  found.  There  was  a  rumour  that 
this  letter  had  in  some  way  got  into  the  handa  of 
Dr.  Campbell,  but  there  was  nothing  at  all  known 
about  it  in  the  office,  and  he  thought  he  was 
correct  in  saying  that  his  honorable  friend  had  so 
informed  Dr.  Campbell  by  letter.  But  this  was 
only  one  of  two  subjects  of  complaint  against 
Dr.  Campbell ;  and  the  second  one— which  was, 
perhaps,  the  first  in  point  of  time — remained 
upon  record,  and  it  was  thought  necessary  to 
order  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  all 
tlie  circumstances.  With  great  trouble,  a  very 
impartial  Royal  Commission  was  collected  at 
Christchurch.  As  soon  as  the  Commission  as- 
sembled there,  this  person  left  Ciiristchureh  and 
came  up  to  Wellington.  The  members  of  the 
Commission  telegraphed  to  say  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  absence,  they  were  obliged  to  dis- 
perse. The  President  of  the  Commission  had  to 
go  to  Dunedin,  and  the  proceedings  were  being 
delayed  accordingly.  With  regard  to  this  parti- 
cular letter,  he  thought  the  late  Colonial  Secre- 
tary would  be  able  to  corroborate  what  he  said 
about  there  being  absolutely  nothing  of  it  on 
record.  In  regai^  to  the  reading  of  it  in  tho 
Council,  he  happened  to  be  sitting  next  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Robinson  when  he  commenced  to  read  tho 
letter,  and  from  the  very  first,  without  having 
the  smallest  idea  of  the  general  purport  of  the 
complaint,  he  perceived  that  it  was  a  very  im- 

r roper  letter  to  read  publicly  when  there  were 
idies  in  the  gallery.  For  that  reason  he  and 
others  begged  the  honorable  gentleman  to  desist. 
He  did  so,  and  in  his  (Colonel  Wbitmore's)  pre- 
sence handed  it  over  to  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
He  had  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  not  made 
public  at  all — at  least,  on  that  occasion  in  the 
Council.  So,  when  Dr.  Campbell  came  up  to 
Wellington  and  wished  to  have  this  letter  in- 
quired into,  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  told  him 
he  could  produce  nothing  of  the  kind  —  that 
there  was  no  such  document  in  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  office,  and  that,  consequently,  he  could 
give  no  instructions  about  it.  But,  with  regard 
to  the  Royal  Commission  which  was  sitting  upon 
Dr.  Campbell  on  an  exceedingly  grave  and  dis- 
graceful charge,  he  told  him  that  his  request 
to  have  that  matter  fully  sifted  would  be  carried 
out  by  gentlemen  in  every  way  qualified  for  the 
task.     He  could  ^ye  no  order  of  reference  in  re- 
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gard  to  the  letter,  because  it  was  not  in  exist- 
ence. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  perhaps 
the  Council  would  allow  him  to  state  his  recollec- 
tion of  what  took  place  in  the  Council  in  regard 
to  this  letter.  There  were  ladies  in  the  gallery  j 
the  letter  was  of  a  character  which  rendered  it 
undesirable  to  be  read  in  the  presence  of  ladies ; 
and  he  suggested/to  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
he  should  cease  reading  it,  and  hand  it  oyer  to 
the  Colonial  Secreta^,  which  he  did. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  thought  Dr.  Camp- 
bell had  been  yerj  treacherously  treated  by  some 
people  in  his  part  of  the  country.  He  was  pre- 
sent when  a  gentleman  who  came  up  from  Can- 
terbury read  this  identical  letter.  A  gentleman 
present  asked  if  he  could  use  the  letter,  and  the 
gentleman  who  brought  up  the  letter  said,  ''  You 
can  make  any  use  you  please  of  it."  Now  that 
letter  was  a  libel  upon  a  gentleman  whose  position 
in  his  own  country  was  not  to  be  denied,  and  the 
effect  of  this  cowardly,  treacherous  manner  of 
proceeding  might  tend  to  blight  his  prospects 
and  leave  a  lasting  stain  upon  his  character.  As 
they  had  been  the  means  somehow  or  other  of 
spreading  that  libel,  he  thought  that,  if  it  was  in 
their  power,  they  should  giye  Dr.  Campbell  an 
opportunity  of  dealing  with  that  letter.  How- 
eyer,  he  could  not  see  how  that  was  to  be  done. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  the  account 
giyen  by  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  occurrence 
which  took  place  in  the  Council  on  the  occasion 
referred  to  was  quite  accurate.  A  portion  of  the 
letter  was  read,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Speaker,  desisted,  and  he 
then  lidded  the  note  to  him  (Dr.  Pollen).  It 
was  marked  "Priyate," — addressed  to  whom  he 
could  not  at  this  moment  recall.  When  he  read 
the  letter  he  attached  it  to  the  file  of  papers 
which  he  had  on  his  table  at  the  time,  containing 
the  application  from  the  medical  staff  of  the 
Christchurch  Hospital  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  disclosed  at  a  trial  which  had 
taken  place  in  Christchuroh.  What  bad  become 
of  those  papers  since  then  he  could  not  tell.  He 
attached  the  priyate  note  with  a  pin  to  the  face 
of  those  papers,  and  he  had  no  recollection  since 
that  of  haying  seen  them.  A  yery  careful  search 
had  been  made  in  all  the  offices  of  the  Gbyem- 
ment';  he  had  made  a  yery  careful  search  himself 
in  his  own  house ;  but  not  anywhere  had  he  been 
able  to  find  the  note  itself,  or  the  original  file 
of  papers  to  which  it  was  attached.  Howeyer, 
Buffident  of  the  contents  had  transpired,  for  it 
appeared  that  before  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  had 
received  the  letter  it  was  seen  by  other  persons, 
and,  whether  it  was  from  the  reading  of  the  letter 
in  the  Council  or  from  other  sources,  a  knowledge 
of  its  contents  certainly  was  had  by  persons  out 
of  doors,  and  those  contents  were  stated,  he  was 
told,  with  more  or  less  accuracy,  in  some  public 
journals  of  the  colony.  Under  those  circum- 
stances, he  thought  it  fair,  upon  the  application 
of  Dr.  Campbell,  that,  so  far  as  it  was  possible  to 
make  an  inquiry  into  the  occurrences  alleged  to 
haye  taken  place,  an  inquiry  should  be  made, 
and  he  had  promised  that  it  should  be  made. 
That  was  all  he  knew  of  the  matter. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON,  in  reply  to  his 
honorable  friend  who  had  brought  this  motion 
forward,  would  endeavour  to  explain  about  the 
letter.  It  was  true  that  he  read  part  of  the 
letter,  but  he  stopped,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker,  and  handed  it  to  the  then 
Colonial  Secretary,  the  letter  being  marked  "  Pri- 
vate." It  was  understood  that  it  was  his  (Mr. 
Robins6n's)  property,  and  was  to  be  giyen  back 
to  him  i  and  his  honorable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  had 
always  told  him  that,  if  the  letter  were  found,  it 
would  be  handed  back  to  him. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  the  letter  was 
given  to  him  only  that  he  might  read  it,  and  he 
had  always  intended  to  return  it  to  the  honorable 
gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  did  not  think 
there  was  any  mistake  about  that.  The  Hon. 
Captain  Eraser  bad  stigmatized  the  conduct  of 
the  medical  profession  in  Christchuroh,  and  used 
very  strong  language  regarding  them  which  he 
(Mr.  Robinson)  did  not  think  was  justified.  He 
would  be  one  of  the  last  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  Dr.  Campbell  or  any  one  else  having  a  fair 
inquiry  into  charges  made  against  him.  It  had 
been  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  that  fair- 
play  had  not  been  giyen  to  Dr.  Campbell.  When 
the  petition  signed  by  all  the  yisiting  doctors  of 
the  Christchuroh  Hospital,  except  one  who  was 
absent,  was  forwarded  to  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
no  reply  was  returned  for  weeks,  if  not  for 
months.  There  was  at  that  time,  or  at  any  rate 
there  seemed  to  be,  great  objection  to  the  papers 
being  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council,  or  to  an 
inquiry  being  instituted.  His  honorable  friend 
Colonel  Brett  espoused  the  cause  of  Dr.  Camp- 
bell very  warmly,  and,  when  he  offered  all  the 
opposition  that  he  could  offer  to  the  papers  being 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council  and  to  an 
inquiry  being  made,  he  (Mr.  Robinson)  said 
he  was  surprised,  and  that,  if  he  had  been  in 
the  honorable  gentleman's  place,  he  would  haye 
urged  an  inquiry.  Now,  Dr.  Campbell  never 
asked  for  an  inquiry  from  the  Council  until  after 
he  (Mr.  Robinson)  had  moyed  that  the  papers 
should  be  produced,  and  an  inquiry  instituted 
into  the  charges  made  by  the  members  of  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Christchuroh  Hospital.  With 
respect  to  the  letter  and  the  reference  to  Adding- 
ton  Gkiol,  he  thought  it  would  have  been  very 
desirable  that  the  question  should  have  been  en- 
tered into.  He  had  no  doubt  that,  if  the  inquiry 
had  been  granted  at  the  time  when  he  asked  for 
it,  the  charges  that  were  made  would  have  been 
substantiated.  He  liad  very  good  reason  for  be- 
lieying  that  the  witnesses  who  would  have  been 
brought  forward  to  substantiate  those  charges 
had  been  removed  —  that  the  evidence  would 
have  been  given  by  a  class  of  people  who  could 
not  properly  be  called  regular  settlers  in  the 
county,  and  who  had  probably  leil  that  part.  If 
the  inquiry  had  been  enter^  into  at  the  time, 
the  charges  might  have  been  sustained ;  but  a 
long  time  had  elapsed,  and  Dr.  Campbell  was 
still  the  yisiting  doctor  of  the  Addington  Gtu>l, 
and  saw  all  these  people ;  and  he  had  reason  for 
saying;  that  Dr.  Campbell  had  already  entered 
into  this  question  with  the  people  who  came  unde^ 
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hiB  Burveillance  at  that  institution.  That  would 
very  materially  tend  to  defeat  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice. He  was  surprised  that  the  question  was 
now  brought  up  about  the  letter.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley  must  know  that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen 
had  stated  in  his  place  that  the  letter  and  the 
papers  had  disappeared,  and  could  nowhere  be 
found :  in  fact,  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
priratelj  said  they  must  hare  been  stolen ;  and 
they  could  not  have  been  stolen  except  by  some- 
body who  was  interested  in  them,  as  they  were 
not  worth  sixpence  to  any  one  else.  He  had 
heard  it  stated  by  a  good  many  people  that  the 
letter  had  found  its  way  into  the  hands  of  the 

gentleman  upon  whom  it  reflected,  and  he  had 
card  everytning  that  was  stated  in  that  letter 
from  more  than  twenty  people  in  Christehurch, 
not  of  the  medical  profession.  He  had  heard  it 
said  right  and  left  that  all  these  charges  were 
true,  and  what  a  shame  it  was  that  a  member  of 
the  medical  profession,  conducting  himself  in  the 
way  this  gentleman  was  doing,  should  be  retained 
upon  the  staff. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Haye  an  inquiry. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  said  one  case  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  rery  little  attention  was  paid  to  it. 
The  honorable  gentleman  would  recollect  that  he 
(Mr.  Bobinson)  endeayoured  te  haye  the  papers 
produced  and  an  inquiry  instituted.  He  handed 
the  honorable  member  the  letter  for  his  private 
information,  on  the  understanding  that  it  should 
be  returned.  He  had  no  doubt  that,  without 
bringing  that  letter  forward  and  implicating  per- 
sons who  ought  not  to  be  brought  into  the  matter, 
the  (»se  of  the  Addington  Qtm\  might  very  well 
have  been  investigated  at  that  time  ;  but  now  he 
did  not  see  how  it  was  possible  to  produce  the 
letter,  and,  if  it  were  produced,  it  was  his  private 
property  —  it  was  marked  **  Private."  If  it  were 
not  considered  his  properly,  what  position  would 
honorable  members  be  in  with  regard  to  the  occu- 
pant of  the  Government  bench,  if  they  handed 
the  honorable  gentleman  a  letter,  for  his  own  in- 
formation, marked  "  Private,"  and  were  teld  after- 
wards that  it  had  become  public  property  and 
could  not  be  given  back  ?  They  would  be  very 
suspicious,  and  would  withhold  information  from 
whatever  source,  and  whatever  advantage  it  might 
be  calculated  to  confer  upon  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  that  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  have  spoken  on  this  subject,  as 
he  regarded  it  as  one  of  a  very  delicate  nature ; 
but,  having  already  taken  action  in  the  matter, 
he  wished  everything  he  did  to  be  quite  clear. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  had  said  that  he  (Colonel 
Brett)  desired  to  suppress  the  letter  for  a  certain 
purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  begged  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  pardon  :  he  did  not  eay  so.  He 
referred  to  the  time  when  he  asked  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  papers.  He  was  alluding  to  some 
remarks  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  to  the 
effect  that  Br.  Campbell  had  been  harshly  treated 
owing  to  the  inquiry  not  having  been  granted, 
and  he  wanted  to  explain  to  the  House  that  he 
had  done  all  in  his  power  to  get  this  inquiry 
Hon.  Mr.  MoUnton 


brought  about,  and  that  it  was  the  friends  of  Dr. 
Campbell,  including  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett,  who 
offered  opposition  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  he  did  object 
to  the  letter  being  read,  and  he  had  two  reasons 
for  doing  so.  One  was  that  the  letter  contained 
an  ex  parte  statement  which  he  thought  the 
Council  should  not  listen  to,  and  the  other  was 
that,  having  heard  the  letter  read  on  the  same 
day,  or  the  day  before  it  was  produced  in  the 
Council,  he  found  that  it  was  of  a  libellous 
nature.  The  authdr  of  that  letter  was  a  per- 
gonal friend  of  his,  and  his  private  doctor.  JOr. 
Campbell  he  knew  very  little  about.  It  was 
quite  true  that  he  attended  a  portion  of  his 
(Colonel  Brett's)  family ;  but  he  had  no  further 
interest  in  that  gentleman  whatever,  and  had 
only  acted  as  an  honorable  member  of  that 
Council  in  his  desire  to  see  justice  done  to  a 
man  against  whom  a  one-sided  charge  was 
brought  which  appeared  to  be  unfair  and  unjust. 
He  would  make  no  farther  remarks,  except  to 
say  that  Dr.  Campbell  waited  upon  him  on  the 
previous  day,  and  asked  him  to  move  in  the 
matter,  which  he  declined  to  do,  on  the  ground 
that  it  might  militate  against  his  friend  Dr. 
Neville.  At  the  same  time,  he  could  not  help 
saying  that  he  considered  it  would  be  a  gross  act 
of  injustice  to  Dr.  Campbell  if  the  charges  made 
against  him  in  the  letter  were  not  fully  and 
thoroughly  inquired  into.  There  was  no  doubt 
that,  although  the  letter  had  been  lost,  its  sub- 
st-ance  could  very  easily  be  obtained.  His  honor- 
able friend  had  said  that  he  believed  the  letter 
had  got  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Campbell.  Dr. 
Campbell  to  the  present  hour  had  not  seen  the 
letter.  He  told  him  (Colonel  Brett)  only  yester- 
day that  he  did  not  actually  know  the  contents 
of  the  letter,  and  therefore  it  could  not  have 
gone  into  his  hands.  His  honorable  friend  had, 
he  thought,  made  a  mistake,  and  the  letter  might 
have  gone  back  to  Dr.  Neville.  Haring  made 
this  explanation,  he  would  rather  not  say  any- 
thing more  on  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  he  might  be 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  an 
error  into  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  had 
unconsciously  fallen.  The  honorable  gentleman 
referred  to  an  inquiry  having  been  insisted 
upon  by  himself  and  by  the  Council.  What 
was  insisted  upon — in  the  first  instance,  at 
least — was  not  an  inquiry,  but  that  Dr.  Camp- 
bell should  be  dismissed  upon  the  evidence 
that  had  been  taken  at  the  trial.  It  was  he 
(Dr.  Pollen)  who  insisted  upon  the  inquiry,  and 
refused  to  take  the  action  which  it  appeared 
the  disposition^  of  some  honorable  members  to 
urge  him  to  take  until  an  inquiry  had  been  held. 
That  inquiry  had  been  delayed,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, by  the  loss  of  the  papers,  and,  in  the 
second  place,  by  the  absence  of  Dr.  Skae,  who,  it 
was  thought,  by  himself  (Dr.  Pollen)  and  by 
some  other  gentlemen  connected  with  Canterbury 
whom  he  consulted  on  the  subject,  and  by  whose 
advice  he  had  been  commonly  guided  in  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  Canterbury  District,  should 
be  appointed  a  Commissioner  to  conduct  the  in- 
vestigation. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  HA.LL  said  he  would  not  have 
troubled  the  Council  with  anj  remarks  if  it  had 
not  been  for  what  had  just  fallen  from  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen.  Having  had  a  little  to  do  with  this 
subject,  he  wished  to  say  that,  so  far  as  he  was 
aware,  the  only  application  made  to  the  late  GK>- 
remmcnt  was  for  an  inquiry,  although,  of  course, 
he  could  not  say  that  no  other  application  had 
been  made  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.  The  motion  in 
the  Council  also,  he  thoueht,  was  that  there  should 
be  an  inquiry.  He  waited  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Robinson  on  the  late  Colonial  Secretary,  and  he 
was  sure  that  honorable  gentleman  would  bear 
him  out  that  their  only  application  then  was  for 
an  inquiry,  and  that,  pending  that  inquiry.  Dr. 
Campbell  should  not  continue  to  officiate  at  the 
hospital.  That  was  fair,  and  his  honorable  friend 
admitted  the  fairness  of  the  request ;  and  even- 
tually that  course  was  adopted.  He  did  not 
know,  of  course,  whether  any  applications  were 
made  for  the  dismissal  of  Dr.  Campbell.  All  he 
could  say  was,  that  if  there  was  any  application 
of  that  kind  made  it  was  an  exceedingly  im- 
proper one.  He  would  draw  the  attention  of 
the  mover  of  the  resolution  to  the  fact  that 
practically  it  was  one  which  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  give  effect  to  after  what  they  had 
heard.  They  were  asked  to  express  an  opinion 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  par- 
ticular! of  a  letter  which  had  been  read  in  the 
Council.  They  were,  however,  told  that  the  letter 
was  not  to  be  found,  and  therefore  he  did  not  see 
how  they  were  to  get  at  the  particulars  without 
calling  every  member  of  the  Council  who  heard 
the  letter  re«ul  or  so  much  of  it  as  was  read.  He 
supposed  that  what  his  honorable  friend  meant 
to  advocate  was  an  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances referred  to  in  the  letter;  and,  if  so,  per- 
haps it  would  be  better  to  alter  the  resolution 
to  that  effect.  He  was  bound  to  say  that,  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion,  in  which  he  had 
taken  part  once  or  twice,  he  had  not  heard 
any  statement  made  condemning  the  character 
of  Dr.  Campbell.  He  himself  had  said,  "  Here 
is  a  very  grave  charge ;  it  has  caused  very  strone 
feeling  in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which 
I  come,  and  we  ought  to  have  an  inquiry." 
He  had  carefully  abstained  from  expressing  any 
opinion  as  to  whether  Dr.  CampbeU  was  right 
or  wrong,  and  must  express  his  regret  that  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had  not  adopted  a  similar 
course,  but  had  spoken  of  Dr.  Campbell  as  a 
very  much  aggrieved  and  wronged  individual. 
They  had  no  evidence  before  them  to  show 
whether  that  was  so  or  not,  and  he  thought 
that  his  honorable  friend  would  have  taken  a 
better  course  if  he  had  abstained  from  pro- 
nouncing an  opinion  on  the  subject  until  an 
inquiry  had  been  made. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  desired,  as  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  to  say  that  what  he  meant  was 
that  Dr.  Campbell  was  a  wronged  individual,  be- 
cause a  medical  man  in  Christchurch  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  another  medical  man,  who  told  a  friend 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  make  what  use  he 
pleased  of  the  letter.  That  act,  he  said  again, 
was  a  most  treacherous  act,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  medical  man  who  wrote  the  letter  and  on 


that  of  the  medical  man  who  gave  another  gentle* 
man  permission  to  read  it.  He  repeated  again 
that  Dr.  Campbell  had  been  most  treacherously 
used.  He  knew  nothing  of  Dr.  Campbell,  and 
had  never  met  him  until  the  previous  attemoon. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  hoped  that  the 
request  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  would  be 
granted,  and  that  the  inquiry  would  be  extended 
to  the  charge  contained  in  the  letter.  He  had 
not  heard  the  letter  read,  or  any  portion  of 
it,  and  therefore  knew  very  little  aliout  the  mat* 
ter;  but  it  struck  him  that  the  original  offence 
charged  againet  Dr.  Campbell  was  not  so  much 
an  offence  against  the  public  as  that  referred 
to  in  the  letter.  Therefore,  if  the  Government 
thought  it  worth  while  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  the  first  case,  where  the  public  were  not  so 
much  concerned,  it  was  still  more  desirable  that 
they  should  inquire  into  a  matter  affecting  one 
of  the  public  institutions  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  did  not  understand 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary  whether  he  objected 
to  the  motion  or  not,  but  he  hoped  that,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  intended  to  oppose  it, 
what  had  transpired  since  had  led  him  to  change 
his  mind,  for  enough  had  been  said,  he  thought, 
to  show  that  there  was  no  other  course  open 
than  to  inquire  into  the  charge  made  against  Dr. 
Campbell  with  respect  to  this  public  institution. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  charge.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  there  had 
been  no  charge  made,  and  that  there  was  really 
nothing  at  all  before  them.  Consequently  he  did 
not  see  how  effect  could  be  given  to  the  wishes  of 
the  honorable  gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  that,  although 
the  letter  had  so  mysteriously  disappeared,  still 
it  was  well  known  both  to  the  public  and  to 
honorable  members  that  the  charges  it  con- 
tained had  been  commented  upon  in  the  Christ* 
church  papers — charges  against  Dr.  Campbell  in 
connection  with  his  duties  as  Yisiting  Doctor  of 
the  Addington  Gbol,  an  institution  under  the 
control  of  the  Government.  Did  he  understand 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  oppose  the  motion  in  its 
present  form  P 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  that 
there  was  nothing  at  all  to  work  upon. 

Onie  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  would,  then,  aak 
leave  of  the  Council  to  amend  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  there 
was  plenty  of  time.  It  would  take  a  week  at 
least  Defore  the  Commission  could  meet  again,  in 
consequence  of  Dr.  Campbell  having  gone  away 
directly  after  thev  met.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  put  his  motion  on  the  Order  Paper 
for  next  day,  there  might,  perhaps,  be  an  oppor- 
tunity of  the  parties  conferring. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY,  in  reference  to  the 
honorable  gentleman's  observation  about  Dr. 
Campbell  coming  to  Wellington  in  such  haste, 
thought  some  allowance  should  be  made  for  a 
gentleman  placed  in  his  position.  When  the 
Commission  went  to  Christchurch  and  com- 
menced its  inquiry  it  was  found  that  perhaps  the 
most  important  charge  was  not  to  be  touched, 
and  therefore  it  was  not   surprising  that  Dr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


828 


Dr,  Oamphell, 


[COUNCIL.]  Dr,  Oamphell  [Nor.  22 


Campbell  ehould  immediately  come  to  head- 
quarters to  endeavour  to  get  this  other  charge 
against  him  included  in  the  inquirj.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Robinson  had  said  that  Dr.  Campbell  never 
asked  for  an  inquiry.  In  this  respect  Dr.  Camp- 
bell certainly  had  one  gricTance,  for  his  pro- 
fessional brethren  connected  with  the  Hospital 
instituted  nn  inquiry  on  their  own  account, 
took  evidence,  and  condemned  him,  and  sent 
np  the  evidence,  with  their  petition,  to  the  Qto- 
Temment,  without  having  giren  him  any  notice 
whatever.  However,  he  would  ask  leare  to 
amend  his  motion  so  that  it  would  read  as  fol- 
lows :  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it 
is  desirable  that  the  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  case  of  Dr.  Campbell,  of  Christ- 
church,  should  also  be  mstrucled  to  inquire  into 
his  conduct  in  connection  with  the  gaol  at  Ad- 
dington." 

Ceave  given,  and  motion  amended. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  very  difBcult  to  give 
effect  to  this  motion.  The  Royal  Commission 
would  have  to  send  its  commission  back,  and  a 
new  one  would  have  to  be  signed,  which  seemed 
very  undesirable.  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mission were  gentlemen  who  had  to  be  taken 
to  Christchurch  from  a  distance.  One  of  them 
was  Dr.  Ska«,  the  head  of  the  Lunatic  Depart- 
ment of  the  colony,  whose  time  was  very  valuable, 
and  already  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  time 
lost  on  account  of  Dr.  Campbell's  unwillingness 
to  appear  before  the  Commission  upon  the  very 
serious  charge  of  extorting  a  cheque  from  a 
dying  man.  He  had  intimated  his  willingness 
to  appear  at  some  future  time,  and  next  week 
had  been  arranged.  Now  it  was  proposed  to  put 
it  off  for  another  week,  and  the  Inspector  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  would  be  away  from  his  duty 
for  a  week  or  a  fortnight  more.  If  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  seemed  to  take  an  interest 
in  this  matter  would  produce  any  definite  charge, 
it  might  be  sufficient,  perhaps,  for  the  Resident 
Magistrate  of  Christchurch  or  some  other  Re- 
sident Magistrate  to  go  into  a  matter  so  trivial 
as  this,  which  seemed  to  be  one  of  an  entirely 
local  character,  depending  purely  on  the  proof 
of  certain  facts,  without  having  any  great  bear- 
ing upon  law.  A  y^ry  good  Commission  could 
be  obtained  in  Christchurch,  and  new  mem- 
bers could  be  appointed.  If,  therefore,  after  the 
report  of  the  present  Commission  had  been  sent 
in.  Dr.  Campbell  was  still  desirous  to  have  any 
more  of  his  conduct  inquired  into,  another  Com- 
mission could  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  this 
matter  of  the  Addington  Gaol  as  soon  as  a 
proper  charge  was  made.  At  present  there  was 
notning.  It  might  bo  true  that  some  persons  had 
put  something  in  the  newspapers,  but  nothing 
definite  had  been  put  forward.  Ho  sat  next  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  when  he  was  reading  the  let- 
ter, and  although  he  saw,  after  the  first  line  was 
read,  that  the  matters  referred  to  were  not  such 
as  it  would  bo^roper  to  read  at  the  time,  still  he 
had  no  idea  what  (he  distinct  charge  was,  and 
he  belieTod  that  was  the  impression  left  on  the 
minds  of  nine  out  of  ten  members  of  the  Council. 
Consequently  he  had  nothing  in  his  mind  that 
Hon,  Mr.  Bucklty 


would  enable  him  to  judge  whether  the  news- 
paper paragraph  was  correct  or  not.  What, 
therefore,  had  a  Commission  \o  inquire  into  P  If 
the  honorable  gentleman,  who  had  local  know- 
ledge, and  who  had  the  means  of  bringing  forward 
something  definite,  liked  to  furnish  such  infor- 
mation to  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Department  as 
would  enable  that  department  to  cause  a  pro)ier 
inquiry  to  be  made,  he  would  venture  to  promise 
that  honorable  gentleman  that  a  searching  in- 
quiry by  very  competent  people,  accustom^  to 
take  eridence,  would  be  instituted,  and  a  Royal 
Commission  issued.  But  where  there  had  only 
been  a  letter  partly  read  in  the  Council,  and 
which,  from  the  few  words  that  were  read,  no 
honorable  gentleman  could  possibly  have  under- 
stood, he  could  not  see  how  he  could  proceed  in 
the  matter.  There  was  another  question  involved  : 
This  subject  of  letters  read  in  the  Council  waa 
one  which  some  honorable  gentlemen  better  skilled 
than  he  was  in  questions  of  privilege  ought  to 
consider,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  were 
not  setting  a  bad  precedent  by  allowing  their  ac- 
tion in  the  Council  to  be  impeached  in  this  man- 
ner. There  might  be  cases  lu  which  it  would  be 
very  inconvenient  to  allow  it.  However,  in  this 
case,  nothing  appeared  to  be  more  regretted  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  than  that  he  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  giving  publicity  to  the  letter. 
He  wished  much  to  have  it  published,  and  to 
have  an  inquiry.  At  the  time,  he  knew  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  troubled  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary  nearly  every  day  with  questions  as  to 
what  he  was  going  to  do.  Ho  was  so  extremely 
anxious  and  <u.«played  so  much  impulsiveness  that 
it  was  evident  his  heart  was  in  the  matter,  and 
he  wanted  an  inquiry.  He  would  certainly  be 
very  willing  to  help  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  in 
any  way  to  make  the  inquiry  which  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Robinson  wanted,  at  an  early  period,  if  it 
was  desired.  But  it  was  not.  He  declined  to 
take  a  newspaper  report,  published  here  or  else- 
where, of  what  took  place,  which  was  directly 
contrary  to  his  own  recollection,  and  to  the  evi- 
dence of  every  honorable  gentleman  who  was 
present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  that,  if  an  in- 
quiry were  so  much  required  on  a  former  occasion, 
he  did  not  see  why  an  inquiry  should  not  take 
place  now.  Of  course,  if  there  was  any  attempt 
to  burke  inquiry,  the  only  inference  would  be  that 
the  charges  made  were  not  correct,  and  that  the 
persons  who  were  brought  into  connection  with 
them  would  rather  have  nothing  to  do  with  them 
now.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  a  portion  of  the 
remarks  of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  He  thought 
that,  in  saying  a  most  disgraceful  charge  had 
been  brought  against  Dr.  Campbell,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  to  a  certain  extent  prejudging 
the  ca?e.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  that,  aa 
he  (Mr.  Buckley)  took  an  interest  in  the  case,  he 
should  himself  make  the  charge  against  Dr.  Camp- 
boll.  But  he  was  not  the  prosecutor  in  the  case. 
He  had  only  brought  forward  this  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  fair-play  to  Dr.  Campbell.  He 
knew  nothing  of  Dr.  Campbell  except  that  he  had 
been  connected  with  the  Christchurch  Hospital 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  had  never  beard 
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anjlhing  against  him.  He  knewal-^o  that  on  one 
occasion  tlie  Provincial  Government  of  Canter- 
bury were  very  much  indebted  lo  Dr.  Campbell. 
At  n  lime  when  the  Q-overnment  could  get  no  one 
to  attend  to  the  Hospital,  when  typhoid  fever 
was  raging  there,  Dr.  Campbell  gave  up  his  prac- 
tice and  went  to  live  there,  when  no  other  medical 
man  in  Clirislchurch  could  be  obtained  to  do  it. 
He  had  not  forgotten  that.  He  only  wished  lo 
get  fair-play  for  Dr.  Campbell.  If  this  important 
charge  were  not  inquired  into,  after  it  had  been 
published  and  commented  upon  in  the  local  pnpers, 
whatever  might  be  the  result  of  the  inqmries  of 
the  Commission,  an  injurious  impression  might 
prevail  against  Dr.  Campbell  in  reference  to  nia 
duties  in  connection  witli  the  Addington  Gaol. 
Motion  as  amended  agreed  to. 

WASTE  LANDS. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  suid  that  it  would 
be  evident  that  the  particulars  asked  for  were 
very  desirable  for  public  information,  and  would 
also  be  useful  in  the  course  of  future  legislation. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  variety  of  returns,  very 
nearly  of  the  same  nature,  which  had  been  pre- 
pared at  the  instance  of  the  Legislature  for  a 
period  just  anterior  to  that  for  which  ho  had 
given  notice.  In  these  days  of  wholesale  endow- 
ments he  thought  it  was  particularly  desirable 
that  the  returns  already  prepared  should  be 
supplemented  by  the  return  which  he  novr  asked 
for,  and  which  was  intended  to  apply  from  the 
date  on  which  these  returns  were  completed,  up 
to  the  Slst  December,  1877 — that  was,  during 
the  last  tnro  sessions. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "That  the 
Government  be  requested  to  direct  that  a  return 
be  prepared  showing — (1.)  The  area  and  value 
of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  in  each  provin- 
cial district  of  the  colony  ;  (2.)  The  quantity  of 
land,  and  the  value  thereof,  set  aside  as  an  en- 
dowment for  each  public  purpose  since  the  Ist 
July,  1876,  till  the  Slst  December,  1877.  (3.) 
Such  return  to  specify  the  nature  of  the  endow- 
ment, its  estimated  money  value,  and  the  Act 
under  which  it  has  been  made.'* — (Hon.  Colonel 
Kenny.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  No.  7. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  second,  and  third 
time. 

DISTRICT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  76. — Guarantee  of  interest  on  cost  of 
railway  by  a  special  rate  and  a  charge  on  revenue 
of  colony. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WUITMORE  moved  the 
insertion  of  the  following  subsection :  *'  The 
guarantee  created  by  this  Act  shall  only  sub- 
sist for  a  period  of  fifteen  years  from  the  date 
when  the  railway  is  open  for  traffic,  and  shall 
only  subsist  so  long  as  the  company  complies 
with  theprovisions  of  this  Act." 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  to  omit  the  word  "  fifteen,"  for  the 
purpose  of  substituting  the  word  "ten." 

VOL.  XXVU.-42. 


Question  put,  "  That  the  word  '  ten  *  be  substi- 
tuted for  tlie  word  'fifteen;'"  upon  which  a 
divinon  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult : — 

Ayes         5 

Noes         18 


Majprity  against . 


8 


Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Eraser, 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Peacock. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whitmort, 
Mr.  WilliamBon. 


Sir  F.Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Miller, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  subsection  as  proposed  agreed  to. 

Clause  85. — Waste  lands  open  for  sale  may  b« 
rated. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moved,  That 
this  clause  be  erased  from  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  "That  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;  "  upon  which  a 
division  was  called"  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult : — 

Ayes         8 

Noes         11 


Majority  against., 


Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Paterson, 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  WilliamBon. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Wbitmore. 


I 


Captain  Baillie, 

Sir  E.  Dillon  Bell, 

Colonel  Brett, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hart, 

The  motion  was  consequently  carried,  and  th« 
clause  struck  out. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to 
sit  again. 

EISH  PROTECTION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  moved  the  follow- 
ing new  clause  :  "  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  apply 
to  persons  of  the  Native  race  capturing  fish  witn 
spears  in  any  estuary.** 

Question  put,  "  That  the  proposed  clause  stand 
clause  8  of  the  Bill ;  "  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         6 

Noes         14 


Majority  against . . . 


9 
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Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hart, 

Captain  Batllie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Backlej, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  MiUer, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardsou. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  BuMell, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  and 
the  third  reading  fixed  for  next  sitting  daj. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  elevon 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Thursday t  22nd  November ,   1877. 


First  Readings— Jackson's  Bay— Opao  Island— Mataara 
Paper-miU— Coal— Imprest  Supply  Bill  No.  7— Finan- 
cial Statement. 

Mr.  Sfeaxsb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatbbb. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Waikato  Harbour  Bill,  Gisborne  Harbour  Bill. 

JACKSON'S  BAY. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCE  asked  the  Goyemment,  If 
it  is  their  intention  to  appoint  a  Bojal  Commis- 
sion durins  the  recess  to  inquire  into  and  report 
on  the  Jacison's  Bay  Special  Settlement  ?  He  was 
aware  that  certain  correspondence  relating  to  this 
subject  had  taken  place  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, but  he  was  not  aware  that  anj  definite  con- 
dusion  had  been  come  to.  It  was,  howeyer, 
higblj  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  tiie  settlers, 
that  a  full  and  disinterested  report  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  settlement  should  be  obtamed. 

Sir  G.  GBET  said  a  similar  question  had 
alreadj  been  put  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Hokitika  (Mr.  Barff)i  when  he  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
informed  the  House  that  a  Commission  would 
be  appointed  during  the  recess. 

OPAO  ISLAND. 

Mr.  TAWITI  asked  the  Goyemment,  If  the 
Island  of  Opao,  on  which  a  lighthouse  is  being 
built,  has  been  purchased  from  the  Natiyes  ?  He 
had  received  a  letter  stating  that  the  Goyemment 
had  taken  the  island  in  order  to  erect  a  light- 
house upon  it,  and  his  object  was  to  ascertain 
who  gaye  the  necessary  assent  to  the  erection  of 
the  lighthouse,  as  the  owners  of  the  land  said 
they  had  not  been  paid  for  it. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  Island  of  Opao  at  the 
North  Cape  was  included  in  one  of  the  old  land 
purchases,  the  title  baying  been  relinquished  by 
the  Bey.  Richard  Taylor.  The  land  belonged  to 
a  class  of  land  termed  **  surplus  lands,"  and  the 
Crown  claimed  to  be  the  owner  of  it.  He  oould 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser 


giye  the  honorable  gentleman  no  further  informa- 
tion, beyond  saying  that  the  question  of  surplus 
lands  was  one  upon  which  some  action  would  have 
to  be  taken  during  the  recess. 

MATAURA    PAPER-MILL. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  asked  the  Minister  for  Lands, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Waste  Lands  Board 
contemplate  offering  for  sale  the  site  of  the  Ma- 
taura  Paper-mill ;  and  whether  the  Goyemment 
has  consented  to  the  proposed  sale  ?  He  put  the 
question  on  the  Paper  in  consequence  of  seeing 
it  stated  in  a  newspaper  that  the  Waste  Lands 
Board  contemplated  selling  the  site  of  the  mill. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Goyemment 
were  aware  of  such  an  intention. 

Mr.  MACANDRE W  said  the  Goyemment  were 
not  aware  of  any  such  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Board,  and  they  had  not,  therefore, 
agreed  to  it. 

COAL. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return 
showing  the  quantity  of  coal  supplied  to  the  Ch>- 
yemraent  BuUdings  in  Wellington  during  the  six 
months  ending  the  30th  September,  1876,  and  the 
like  period  of  1877  ;  the  rate  per  ton  paid  for  the 
same  ;  and  by  whom  supplied  P 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  Goyemment 
would  not  object  to  lay  the  return  on  the  table. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  No.  7. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  second,  and  third 
time. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

ADJOUBNBD  DEBATE. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not  propose  to  ad- 
dress the  House  upon  the  Financial  Statement  at 
the  present  time,  but  I  think  the  occasion  is  one 
on  which  we  may  fairly  look  to  some  member  of 
the  Goyemment  stating  to  us  when  we  may  ex- 
pect to  haye  the  Bills  embodying  the  proposals 
made  in  the  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Glreasorer. 
That  Statement  as  it  stands  is  inconsistent  in 
itself,  and  the  proposals  are  so  extraordinary 
and  incredible,  as  coming  from  some  honorable 
members  on  those  benches,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
fathom  their  real  intentions  or  to  debate  the 
questions  until  we  haye  the  details  of  the  pro- 
posals before  us. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  necessary  Bills  are  on 
the  stocks,  but  we  cannot  complete  them  until 
we  haye  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  our  pro- 
posals. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— Sir,  I  should  be  sorry  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind,  which  one  may  regard  as 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  colony,  to  let 
it  pass  without  expressing  my  opinions,  however 
inadequately,  on  the  proposals  which  haye  been 
laid  before  us.  I  am  sorry  we  haye  not  got  any 
definite  motion  before  us,  and  I  say  this  without 
wishing  to  throw  any  blame  upon  the  Goyern- 
ment  or  any  one  else  for  not  putting  a  definite 
resolution  at  the  end  of  the  Financial  Statement. 
I  regret  it,  however,  because  it  would  giye  honor- 
able members  an  opportunity  of  recording  their 
Totes  at  the  outset  upon  the  yery  important  ques- 
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tion  of  making  the  Land  Fund  colonial  rerenue. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  the  more  desirable,  be- 
cause we  hare  had  tliis  question  decided  already 
this  session  on  a  direct  proposition.  I  propose  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  financial  position  in 
which  we  have  been  for  the  last  year  or  two.  I 
shall  not  crowd  what  I  liave  to  say  with  an  un- 
necessary mass  of  figures,  but  shall  place  my 
views  in  the  simplest  manner  I  can,  laying  before 
the  House  the  appearance  of  matters  as  they 
present  themselves  to  me ;  and  I  shall  do  so  with- 
out importing  into  any  of  my  remarks,  I  hope, 
any  spirit  of  party,  which  I  think  should,  as 
&r  as  possible,  be  absent  from  the  discussion 
of  a  subject  of  this  kind.  I  do  not  pretend  for 
one  moment  to  say  that  I  think  any  of  the  pro- 
posals which  we  have  adopted  for  the  last  year 
or  two — or  even  going  further  back — have  been 
altogether  satisfactory  to  any  one.  It  appears 
to  me  that  what  we  have  been  doing  for  some 
time  past  has  been  endeavouring  to  escape  the 
day  of  reckoning  which,  I  think,  we  must  all 
have  seen  coming  before  many  years.  What  was 
our  position  last  year  P  We  find,  on  reading  the 
Financial  Statement  then  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont,  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
tary  that  a  very  large  sum  of  money  should  be 

fot  from  somewhere  other  than  the  Consolidated, 
'und;  and  we  therefore  placed  upon  the  Land 
Fund  of  the  colony  an  immense  sum  of  money — 
the  amount,  of  course,  is  perfectly  familiar  to 
honorable  members.  A  large  number  of  services 
were  placed  upon  that  fund,  chiefly  because  the 
consolidated  revenue  was  unable  to  bear  them; 
and  the  result  was  that  this  House  deliberately 
separated,  last  session  with  a  known  and  acknow- 
ledged deficiency  on  that  very  account  of  £145,000, 
which  subsequently  developed  into  a  deficiency  of 
£150,000.  We  authorized  the  issue  of  Treasury 
bills  to  that  amount,  and  then  we  went  home 
with  the  conviction  that,  out  of  the  nine  provin- 
cial districts,  there  would  be  no  less  than  six 
which  could  not  keep  their  land  charges  square. 
I  say  that  the  House  did  that  deliberately.  It 
knew  perfectly  well  what  it  was  doing.  The  mat- 
ter was  placed  before  it  in  the  clearest  light.  I, 
for  one,  urged  upon  the  House  the  position  into 
which  ith^  got,  and  took  as  an  illustration  that 
very  fact,  that  there  were  six  out  of  the  nine 

Erovincial  districts  which  could  not  keep  their 
and  Fund  charges  square.  But  what  was  the 
result  ?  We  find  that,  instead  of  six  defaulters, 
there  were  seven;  one  provincial  district  which 
was  expected  to  equalize  its  account  failed  to  do 
■o,  consequently  there  became  seven  defaulters, 
and  the  Consolidated  Fund  had  to  find  £53,000 
in  addition  to  the  £150,000.  Then  we  had  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
this  year,  modifying  to  a  considerable  extent  the 
proposals  of  last  year:  again  we  had  the  same 
xind  of  proposition,  with  some  modification,  that 
certain  charges  should  be  placed  upon  the  Land 
Fund.  When  that  proposal  came  down  it  seemed 
that,  just  as  we  separated  last  year  with  the  know- 
ledge that  there  would  be  six  districts  unable  to 
equalize  their  oharees  and  revenue,  so  there  are 
some  of  us  who  think  that  this  year  the  number 
trould  again  develop  itself  into  seven — who  do 


not  believe  that  £120,000  will  be  realized  from 
the  Land  Fund  of  Auckland,  although  there  are 
others  who  think  it  will.  We  have,  therefore, 
done  nothing  more  this  year  than  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  did  last  year  towards  ar- 
ranging for  a  dSerent  principle  of  equalizing  the 
account.  That  is  to  say,  we  nad  last  year  to  bor- 
row £150,000  in  aid  of  the  Land  Fund  to  meet 
these  charges,  and  we  had  to  subscribe  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  £53,000  to  meet  the 
excessive  deficiency.  And  this  year  we  have 
the  same  system,  but  modified  to  this  extent: 
that,  subject  to  some  decrease,  there  would  be 
£80,000  to  £100,000  or  so  deficiency  on  the  land 
charges  account.  Sir,  I  hare  never  concealed 
from  myself,  nor  has  anybody  else,  that  that  is 
not  a  satisfact^^ry  state  of  affairs,  and  never  can 
be  made  satisfactory  under  any  conceivable  cir- 
cumstances. I  shall  now  proceed  further  with 
the  subject,  with  the  view  of  seeing  how  far  the 
necessity  exists  for  the  proposals  which  have  been 
laid  before  us  by  the  present  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. Before  doing  so,  however,  I  should  like 
to  point  out  that,  although  last  year  we  adopted 
a  plan  of  localizing  a  very  large  amount  of  ex- 
penditure on  Land  Fund,  and  although  the  gold 
fields  revenue  had  been  part  of  the  Land  fnnd 
since  1858,  by  way  of  makinff  our  arrangements 
satisfactory  we  deliberately  threw  away  £72,000 
which  was  expected  to  arise  from  that  source — 
we  deliberately  impoverished  our  Land  Fund  by 
£72,000,  and  when  we  gave  that  away  we  did  so 
knowingly.  I  should  now  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  regard  to  the  policy  which  has  been  so  much 
talked  about  in  this  House — the  issuing  of  Trea- 
sury bills.  I  may  say  that  there  is  in  certain 
quarters  a  large  amount  of  confusion  in  regard 
to  this  point.  I  can  perfectly  understand  that 
the  issue  of  Treasury  bills  may  be  at  times  good 
financial  policy,  if  they  be  issued  in  anticipation 
of  loan ;  but  I  presume  that  that  which  is  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  object  to  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury bills  is  that  they  object  to  their  being  issued 
in  aid  of  revenue.  There  is  nothing  very  extra- 
ordinary in  that  objection.  Everyb^y  has  the 
same  omection.  It  is  like  issuing  a  promissory 
note  and  borrowing  money  to  keep  your  household 
going.  Let  us  now  examine  the  necessity  for 
further  aid  to  the  colonial  revenue.  I  understand 
from  the  financial  Statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  that  he  estimated  that,  by 
taking  the  sum  of  £167,000  from  Canterbury  and 
Otago— £58,000  from  Canterbury,  and  £109,000 
in  anticipation  of  the  land  revenue  of  Otago  by 
means  of  Treasury  bills — he  would  have  a  work- 
ing balance  of  about  £102,000  on  the  current 
year.  I  may  say  that  the  soundness  of  that 
expectation  does  not  appear  to  be  impugned  by 
the  present  Colonial  Treasurer,  for  I  find  that 
his  totals  are  the  same,  although  there  are  differ- 
ences in  the  details,  which  I  will  state.  One  of 
them  is  this :  that  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer 
claims  that  £64,060  of  the  liabilities  of  last  year 
should  be  included  in  the  calculations  for  the 
present  year  and  should  be  treated  as  liabilitiet 
of  this  year,  whilst  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  claims  that  that  sum  is  absolutely  dis- 
posed of  by  the  balance  of  £148,000  with  whidi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


332 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Slatemeni, 


[Nov.  22 


the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  agrees  that  he  will 
begin  the  present  year.  That  is  the  difference 
between  them,  to  start  with.  Now,  after  a  close 
investigation  of  the  matter,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  is  correct ;  but  I  would  say  that  it  is  very 
easy  for  honorable  members  to  make  mistakes 
in  these  things  unless  they  study  the  question 
very  closely,  and  I  have  long  felt  that  questions 
of  this  kind — questions  of  past  transactions — 
would  be  mo>t  beneficially  dealt  with  if  re- 
ferred to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  who 
would  be  able  lo  examine  into  the  questions 
carefully,  and  could  present  the  results  of  their 
examination  in  a  simple  form  to  the  House. 
The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  started,  or 
proposed  to  start,  the  current  financial  year  with 
a  working  balance  of  £102,000,  which  would  meet 
extra  charges  thrown  upon  the  Treasury  by  sums 
placed  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates,  and 
any  alterations  or  modifications  insisted  upon  by 
the  House.  He  started  upon  th'it  as  a  work- 
ing balance  :  that  is,  he  estimated,  if  his  proposals 
were  accepted  in  their  entirety  and  no  fresh 
charges  placed  on  the  revenue,  he  would  have 
at  the  end  of  the  year  a  balance  of  £102,000, 
taking;  £58,000  from  the  Canterbury  Land  Fund 
and  £109,000  from  Otago.  Of  course  the  altera- 
tions in  the  Education  Billf  if  they  became  law, 
would  make  a  difference  of  £30,000.  The  dis- 
appearance of  the  capitation  fees  would  make 
that  amount  of  difference.  That  would  have  to 
be  allowed  for.  However,  the  difference  between 
the  two  Colonial  Treasurers  is  £64,000,  because 
the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  included  in  his 
£112,910  liabilities  £64,000  as  liabilities  of  last 
year.  Generally  speaking,  we  come  to  this :  that 
there  would  be  a  deficit,  allowing  for  the  amounts 
mentioned  and  adding  probable  Supplementary 
Estimates,  and  Supplementary  Estimates  on  Land 
Fund  account,  which  have  to  be  made  good  from 
somewhere  or  another,  of  £200,000  —  that  is, 
in  round  numbers.  I  understand  that  this  view 
"was  agreed  to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont.  Well,  now,  how  have  we  arrived  at 
this  state — how  have  we  recently  come  to  this 
position?  Last  year  it  was  estimated  that  we 
might  probably  come  clear  in  our  finance  in  later 
years  by  the  increase  in  the  profit  arising  from 
railways  coming  into  working,  which,  instead  of 
giving  £87,000  profit,  as  they  did  last  year,  this 
year  are  estimated  to  yield  £170,000.  And  no 
doubt,  had  things  remained  in  the  position  in 
which  they  were,  we  might  have  come  out  well. 
But  what  has  been  done?  On  the  Estimates 
that  were  presented  to  us  this  year,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  place  nearly  the  whole  cost  of  edu- 
cation and  some  other  things,  which  amount 
to  a  large  sum,  upon  the  consolidated  revenue, 
instead  of  their  being  provided  for,  as  heretofo)^, 
out  of  the  Land  Fund,  which,  of  course,  very 
largely  alters  the  position  of  affairs.  Now  I 
wish  to  state  what  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  late  Government  in  propos- 
ing to  take  the  sum  of  £167,000  from  these  two 
Erovinces.  I  believe  that  the  intention  of  the 
onorable  member  for  Egmont  has  been,  all 
throughout,  to  keep  the  promises  which  were 
Mr.  Sieven9 


made,  that  the  localization  of  the   Land   Fund 
should  be  preserved  absolutely,  so  far  as  it  was 
p  )ssible ;  and,  had  the  finance  worked  out  as  was 
anticipated — although  perhaps  the    Government 
and  the  country  were  too  saiiguine  —  it  would 
have  been  very  different.     I  believe  that  the  late 
Government  had  the  fullest  intention  to  take  as 
little  as  they  possibly  could   in    order   to   keep 
things  clear ;  but  that  they  should  meet  the  House 
without  equalizing  the  ordinary  finance  was  ob- 
viously impossible.     Therefore  I  believe  that  was 
the  object  and  intention  of  the  honorable  member 
far  Egmont  in  proposing  to  take  a  certain  sum 
out  of  the  Land  Fund  of  these  two  provinces.    I 
do  not  pretend   to   say  that  it  was   a   satisfac- 
tory arrangement.     I   believe   that  a  fairer  and 
more  satisfactory  way  of  meeting  the  difficulty 
would  have  been  to  review  what  had  been  done 
in  1870  in  regard  to  a  moiety  of  the  stamp  duty. 
It  was  regarded  at  that  time  as  a  sound  prin- 
ciple  that   the  interest  on  loans  in  rcT'pect  of 
railwavs   in    course   of    construction    should  be 
capitalized.     I  think  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui  will  admit  that  that  was  a  cardinal 
feature  of  the  scheme  brought  down  by  his  late 
colleague,  Sir  Julius  Vogel ;  and  nearly  all  public 
men  and  journals  approved  it.     I  may  not  agree 
with    that    principle    mjself  :    still    it   was  ac- 
cepted ;   but  what  has  been   done  ?      A  moiety 
of  the  stamp  duties  has  been  absorbed  to  pay 
interest  on  loan.     We  have  never  yet  ceased  to 
pay  intervst  on  loans,  during  the    construction 
of  the   railways,   out   of    the   ordinary   revenue 
of  the  colony.     We  have  never  capitalized  our 
interest,  and  if  that  sum  had  been  used  as  ail  aid 
to  revenue  there  would  have  been  a  great  deal  to 
say  in  justification  of  it,  although  a  great  deal 
might  be  said  in  support  of  the  contrary  view. 
Still,  when  there  was  a  crisis  which  necessitated 
one  of  two  things  being  done,  either  recrediting 
the  stamp  duties  to  revenue,  or  taking  excep- 
tional sums  of  money  out  of  the  land  revenue, 
the    former   would    have    been    excusable    and 
preferable.     However,  that  is  a  proposal  which 
I  have  had  all  to  myself;   neither  the  late  Go- 
vernment nor  the   present  occupants   of  Minis- 
terial   benches    have    made    proposals    in   that 
direction.     W^ell,  Sir,  what  does  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  propose  to  do  ?     He  proposes 
to  go  a  great  deal  further  than  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont.     Instead  of  taking  £58,000 
from  Canterbury,  and  £109,000  from  Otaco,  be 
proposes  to  take,  in  a  comprehensive  and  free 
manner,   the   whole   that  those  provinces   have 
got,  less  a  moderate  percentage.      I  must  say 
that  there  is  a  considerable  contrast  between  the 
two  propositions,  and  the  present  does  not  very 
favourably  compare  with  the  past ;  and  I  have  yet 
to  leara  that  they  will  be  accepted  as  satisfactory 
by  the  localities  most  affected.     What  I  think 
ought  to  have  been  done  is  this :  The  honorable 
gentleman  ought  to  have  come  down  and  said, 
"  Such-and-such  are  our  proposals ;  the  alternative 
is  increased  taxation,"  and  have  let  the  question 
go  to  the  coimtry.     That  would  have  been  a  fair 
issue  to  place  before  the  country,  and  it  would 
have  been  more  statesmanlike  to  have  let  the 
country  consider  the  matter.     He  should  have 
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made  temporary  provision  in  the  direction  vhich 
I  liave  indicated,  and  should  not  have  grasped 
all  the  available  assets  before  the  country  had  had 
time  to  fully  consider  the  matter.  The  more 
strongly  do  I  think  so,  because  the  necessity 
which  the  honorable  member  pleads,  or  attempts 
to  establish,  appears  to  be  based  upon  insufficient 
grounds.  The  honorable  gentleman  talks  of  pro- 
Tincial  liabilities,  and  treats  them  as  if  they  were 
annually  recurring,  and  necessitated  sweeping  up 
the  whole  of  the  resources  of  the  colony.  I  think 
there  are  few  honorable  members  in  the  House 
who  are  of  opinion  that  such  a  necessity  exists,  or 
that  bis  action  should  be  attempted  to  be  justi- 
fied upon  the  strength  of  such  a  basis  as  that. 
liet  me  examine  these  provincial  liabilities.  I  do 
not  wish  to  weary  the  Hou^e,  but  the  point  is 
worthy  of  consideration.  Amongst  the  things 
which  are  supposed  to  be  annually  recurring 
there  are  these  :  Let  us  commence  at  Auckland. 
Here  we  find,  *'  Compensation  to  Provincial 
Officers,"  a  large  sum ;  **  Purchase  of  Onehunga 
Slaugljterhouse," 

Mr.  DIQ-NAJS". — What  is  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation ? 

Mr.  STEVENS.— £880.  I  merely  mention 
that  as  one  item  of  many  from  different  parts  of 
the  colony,  which  total  up  a  large  sum.  Then, 
in  Taranaki  there  is  an  overdraft,  but  there 
will  not  be  an  overdraft  next  year  —  a  pro- 
vincial overdraft,  at  any  rate.  There  are  also 
several  bridges,  and  other  works  of  that  cha- 
racter, amounting  to  over  £6,000.  In  Wel- 
lington there  are  several  large  sums,  one  of 
which  is  a  grant  to  the  Emigrant  Aid  Cor- 
poration, and  another  for  arrears  of  surveys. 
Well,  if  these  arrears  of  surveys  are  paid  up, 
I  apprehend  that  that  item  will  be  disposed  of, 
and  will  not  be  a  recurring  provincial  liability. 
Another  is  repayment  for  land,  £100,000 ;  and 
so  you  go  on  through  them  all.  I  will  take  some 
of  the  Canterbury  items.  Here  is  a  repayment 
on  Public  Works  Account  amounting  to  £15,789. 
Is  that  a  recurring  liability  ?  Then,  extension  and 
repairs,  £4,000  ;  a  bridge,  £7,000  ;  and  purchase 
of  a  store,  £3,700.  Then  there  are  road  diver- 
sions, and  a  variety  of  other  things,  which  will 
not  come  into  an  annually  recurring  list  of 
engagements;  and  the  same  in  every  provincial 
difrtrict.  That  being  so,  I  hold  that  it  is  not 
proper  to  put  these  things  down  as  part  of  the 
ordinary  daily  expenditure  of  the  country,  and 
more  especially  when  you  base  upon  that  state- 
ment the  necessity  for  an  immediate  seizure  of 
the  land  revenue  all  over  the  country.  I  admit 
that  many  reasons  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  this 
proposal.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  may  tend 
to  simplify  the  finances,  and  there  are  many 
other  much  greater  reasons  which  might  be 
urged  in  its  favour ;  but  the  people  in  Can- 
terbury and  Otago  should  certainly  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  considering  the  very  extreme 
step  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  take.  Although 
I  do  not  care  to  express  any  unreasonable  lo^ 
feeling,  I  really  cannot  help  saying  that  it 
would  havo  been  much  more  satisfactory  to 
have  elicited  an  expression  of  public  feeling  be- 
fore finally  adopting  this  propoud.    I  should  like 


to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  overdraft  of 
£300,000  which  the  honorable  gentleman  seems 
also  to  consider  a  public  liability.  I  submit 
that  it  is  not  a  liability  at  all.  It  is  simply  and 
solely  an  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  year, 
and,  considering  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
accepts  the  figures  of  ordinary  revenue  and  of 
ordinary  expenditure  of  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, it  is  going  a  little  too  far  to  include  that 
sum  in  the  public  liabilities.  Now  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  have  done  this  : 
When  he  made  up  his  mind  to  bring  down  this 
policy  —  which,  I  admit,  is  a  policy,  for  there 
is  no  disguising  that  it  is  a  very  considerable 
change,  the  last  of  which  will  not  be  seen  to- 
day— he  should  have  brought  it  down  on  a  clear 
and  comprehensive  plan  ;  but,  to  begin  with,  he 
leaves  out  the  large  centres  of  population  from 
any  participation  in  the  Land  Fund,  by  which  a 
very  serious  error  has  been  committed.  Whether 
rich  or  poor  in  endowments,  they  have  been 
absolutely  left  out  of  this  arrangement,  which  in 
itself  is  apparently  meant  to  be  final  and  com- 
plete. I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  other 
members  from  my  part  of  the  country  who  will 
express  very  much  better  than  I  can  what  the 
effect  will  be  upon  their  particular  districts ;  but  I 
should  like,  before  I  conclude  this  part  of  my 
speech,  to  say  this  :  that  when  I  consider  the  im- 
mense^rapidity  of  sale  of  land  and  the  large  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  the  sale  of  land  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  when  I  consider  its  very  small 
liabilities  as  compared  with  other  portions  of  New 
Zealand,  I  must  say  that  I  think  this  proposal 
presses  with  extreme  severity  upon  it.  JFor  my 
part,  I  should  like  to  have  seen  some  means 
adopted  to  save  that  part  of  the  country  from  so 
serious  a  loss.  If  th&  proposal  had  been  delayed 
for  a  couple  of  years,  and  time  allowed  to  localize 
the  land  in  some  way,  the  matter  would  have  been 
less  hard  than  it  is  now.  The  value  of  the  future 
asset  under  that  policy,  and  its  efiect  as  a  policy, 
would  have  been  of  equal  value  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  as  a  future  basis  of  finance.  He  might 
have  looked  forward  to  the  Land  Fund  becoming 
colonial  revenue ;  he  might  have  accustomed  the 
public  to  t^he  idea  by  giving  them  time  to  consider 
whether  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  required 
such  a  step,  or  whether  they  would  prefer  to  see 
the  burdens  fall  upon  some  other  source  of  re- 
venue through  direct  taxation.  And,  Sir,  on 
the  question  of  provincial  liabilities  let  me  say 
this  :  that  the  first  thing  the  Government  should 
have  done  was  to  localize  them  during  the  cur- 
rent six  months  in  which  they  propose  to  leave 
things  as  they  have  been  hitherto  ;  they  should 
have  localized  these  provincial  liabilities  as  far  as 
possible  upon  the  incoming  land  revenue.  I  look 
upon  the  course  proposed  not  only  as  an  injustice 
to  the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury,  but  as 
a  serious  financial  mistake.  Sir,  I  have  heard 
of  one  propoi>ition  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
men might  have  adopted  with  advantage.  He 
might  have  said,  "  I  will  take  so  much  per 
acre  of  all  the  land  sold  all  round  the  colony, 
and  I  will  recommend  that  an  increased  price 
should  be  paid  for  the  land  in  the  different 
localities  for  local  benefit."    That  was  a  pro- 
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poBftl  which  was  well  worthy  of  his  considem- 
tion.  It  would  have  enabled  the  people  to 
paes  through  this  change — if  it  must  be  made — 
with  far  less  bitterness,  and  with  far  less  danger 
of  a  want  of  success,  than  it  is  likely  to  meet 
with  for  some  time.  I  am  afraid  there  has  been 
a  strong  desire  to  seize  what  there  is  to  be  got 
in  those  parts  of  the  country  which  have  a 
Land  Fund,  for  fear  it  should  be  too  late.  But 
there  would  have  been  greater  speed  if  there  had 
not  been  so  much  hast^.  We  shall  hear  a  great 
deal  more  about  this  in  twelve  months*  time,  and 
I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  would  better 
have  consulted  his  own  position  had  he  made  the 
proposal  I  have  mentioned,  and  given  the  public 
time  to  consider  the  change.  I  wish  now  to 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  classification  of  the 
land.  There  is,  no  doubt,  much  to  be  said  upon 
it  in  manv  respects,  but  I  fear  that,  unless  the 
classification  is  made  much  more  carefully  than  I 
think  it  will  be,  it  will  prove  a  shadow  without  a 
reality.  Those  who  sell  their  lands  at  £2  an  acre 
will  remain  pretty  much  in  the  same  position, 
and  those  who  sell  at  half-a-crown  an  acre  will 
remain  in  theirs.  We  shall,  however,  be  better 
able  to  see  the  effect  when  the  Bill  is  intro- 
duced which  is  to  carry  out  this  change.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  as  to  the  policy  of  borrow- 
ing the  million  from  the  banks  last  year.  I 
quite  agree  with  those  who  say  that  it  would  be 
infinitely  better  to  borrow  from  one  place ;  but 
what  is  the  position  of  the  matter,  and  who  is 
responsible  for  what  was  done  ?  Did  the  House 
stay  its  hand  from  further  expenditure  last  year 
when  it  was  told  that  the  means  were  not  avail- 
able, and  that,  afler  we  had  obtained  that  million 
and  a  quarter,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  go  soon 
to  London  again  for  money P  It  knew  perfectly 
well  that  we  should  have  to  borrow  or  to  stop 
expenditure ;  everybody  knew  it ;  it  was  no- 
torious ;  and  yet  the  House  persisted  in  involving 
itself  in  responsibilities  without  providing  the 
means  to  meet  them.  The  effect  of  this  con- 
tinuous injudicious  borrowing  upon  the  public 
credit  is  most  remarkable.  It  has  fallen  steadily 
ever  since  the  period  of  the  last  great  issue  of  de- 
bentures. Every  attempt  that  has  been  made  to 
raise  money  has  shown  that  we  cannot  get  it  now 
at  the  price  at  which  we  got  it  formerly.  At  one 
time  we  could  borrow  at  4i  per  cent.,  as  may  be 
teen  by  referring  to  the  records  of  the  House. 
Last  year  we  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bor- 
rowing at  5  per  cent. ;  and  all  I  can  say  is  this  : 
that,  if  tHe  representatives .  of  the  public  persist 
in  borrowing  large  sums  for  the  sake  of  entering 
upon  what  are  called  reproductive  works  without 
regard  to  our  financial  condition,  our  credit  must 
fau.  I  do  not  know  that  we  are  going  to  improve 
this  year.  I  do  not  know  that  we  are  going  to 
exhibit  more  caution,  or  that  we  are  going  to  do 
anything  that  will  prevent  our  credit  falling  still 
further.  On  the  contrary,  under  the  Government 
proposals  a  very  serious  risk  exists  of  a  very  much 
worse  state  of  Uiings  arising  than  has  yet  existed. 
But,  Sir,  it  is  of  no  use  for  any  honorable  gentle- 
man to  protest  against  this.  I  believe  that  when, 
in  1870,  we  began  lo  spend  money  on  public 
works,  the  country  first  tasted  blood,  and,  as  its 
Mr.  SUwn9 


thirst  is  not  satiated  yet,  I  believe  that  oar 
finances  will  yet  be  in  a  very  much  worse  stata 
than  they  have  ever  before  been,  unless  we  re- 
solutely determine  to  cease  borrowing  to  the 
extent  we  have  been  doing  hitherto.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  able  to  say  who  is  to  blame  for 
this,  but  I  question  whether  any  of  us  will  hayo 
the  resolution  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  We  shall  see 
when  the  exact  proposals  for  borrowing  this 
year,  and  the  necessities  for  it,  are  made  known. 
I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say  regarding  the 
inscription  of  stock.  I  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government  to  say 
that  the  inscription  of  stock  was  a  matter  of  very 
little  importance ;  but  in  my  opinion  it  is  a  most 
important  matter.  Unless  our,  stock  is  inscribed 
we  shall  never  be  able  to  attract  to  our  loaxiM 
English  trust  funds.  I  miss  from  the  State- 
ment of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  any  reference 
to  the  conversion  of  bonds  in  such  a  manner 
that  we  might  issue  them  to  those  who  might 
be  willing  to  take  other  bonds  without  a  sink- 
ing fund  as  I  proposed  last  year.  I  expected 
to  have  heard  something  on  this  subject  from 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  especially  as  the  Pre- 
mier once  this  session  made  a  great  point 
of  it;  but  I  did  not,  and  the  matter  seems 
now  to  have  disappeared  altogether.  Whether 
it  will  turn  up  again  or  not  remains  to  be 
seen.  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
fallen  into  an  error  in  regard  to  the  question  of  a 
Railway  Depreciation  Fund.  But  I  am  not  sur- 
prised at  that,  because  his  time  has  been  so  fully 
occupied  that  he  has  not  had  leisure  to  attend 
the  last  meetings  of  the  Railway  Management 
Committee,  and  therefore  he  does  not  know  what 
facts  have  been  brought  to  light.  I  may  say  that 
my  eyes  have  been  completely  opened  by  tne  in- 
vestigations of  the  Committee.  I  went  into  the 
Committee  with  the  full  belief  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  put  on  a  heavy  mileage 
charge  in  addition  to  that  which  had  already 
been  provided  for  in  the  Estimates  of  the  late 
Government ;  but  the  researches  of  the  Commit- 
tee proved  to  me  that  no  change  was  necessary, 
and  that  there  only  needed  to  be  made  some  pro- 
visions for  the  restoration  of  rails.  I  shall  not 
detain  the  House  any  longer.  I  say  once  more, 
on  this  violent  proposal  of  the  Government,  the 
generalization  of  the  land  revenue,  that  the 
matter  deserves  more  consideration  than  has 
yet  been  given  it,  and  it  only  remains  to  hope 
that  it  will  turn  out  better  than  I  anticipate.  I 
fear,  however,  that  there  wiU  be  a  good  deal  of 
heart-burning  caused  throughout  the  country  bj 
the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  I  think 
the  Government  are  bound  gravely  to  reconsider 
what  they  have  done :  that,  having  by  their  Finan- 
cial Statement  alleged  that  a  monstrous  annual 
or  daily  deficit  exists — a  deficit  mainly  created  by 
treating  non-recurring  payments  as  ordinary  ex- 
penditure—and having  thus  made,  as  it  were, 
a  declaration  of  insolvency,  they  simultaneously 
propose  to  go  to  the  London  market  for  a  great 
loan.  I  urge  on  the  Colonial  Treasxirer  to  retract 
that  allegation  before  it  is  too  late  to  avert  the 
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fatal  consequences  to  tlie  public  credit  that  such 
a  statement,  made  on  the  authoritj  of  a  Minister, 
must  inevitably  entail. 

Mr.  BO  WEN. — Sir,  as  no  one  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  seems  inclined  to  speak,  I  shall 
make  a  few  remarks  conoernins  the  Land  Fund. 
I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  anj  further  upon  the 
financial  question,  for  that  lias  already  been  dealt 
with  bj  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch.  I  may 
say  that  the  figures  of  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Egmont  have  not  been  controyerled, 
and  that,  in  fact,  they  are  ineontroTertible. 
Before  referring  to  the  question  of  the  Land 
Fund  I  wish  to  say  one  word  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  has  been 
dealt  with.  I  am  yery  sorry  to  hear  the  Go- 
vernment state  that  tney  intend  to  drop  that 
Bill.  For  the  last  two  years  very  careful  nego- 
tiations haye  been  going  on  in  London  in  order 
to  obtain  such  a  measure  as  this.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  between  the 
Colonial  Office,  the  Treasury,  and  tlie  Bank  of 
England  on  the  subject,  and  it  has  been  generally 
considered  that  the  Agent-General  has  obtained 
a  very  great  boon  for  the  colony  in  getting  the 
Bill  passed  through  the  English  Parliament  last 
session.  He  deserves,  and  has  obtained,  great 
credit  both  at  Home  and  in  the  colony  for  his 
action  in  the  matter.  Sir,  there  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  talk  about  releasing  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  I  think  that  if  that  were  done  in  a  proper 
manner  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing.  Such 
a  step  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the  annual 
charge  on  the  colony,  and  would  get  rid  of  a 
system  condemned  by  all  political  economists.  It 
may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  Inscription 
of  Stock  Bill  provides  the  best  means  for  releas- 
ing that  fund,  and  I  hope  the  Governmetit  will 
reconsider  this  question,  and  not  throw  away  the 
opportunity  of  funding  our  debt  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner  in  which  it  could  be  funded. 
In  the  Statement  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
made  the  other  day  there  were  two  tables,  and 
I  hope  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  if  he  has 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  Statement  again,  will,  as 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  has  sug- 
gested, correct  some  of  the  errors  that  he  has 
made  in  them.  Now,  I  vrish  to  direct  attention 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  sum  of  £300,000, 
which  is  put  down  as  one  of  the  items  for 
which  the  loan  is  required,  is  shown  in  the  State- 
ment. It  is  put  down  as  a  debt  due  to  the  Public 
Works  Account  by  the  Consolidated  Fund.  No- 
body who  was  not  acquainted  with  the  fact  would 
Suess  that .  this  £300,000  was  the  amount  of 
eficiency  bills  which  have  been  issued  accord- 
ing to  law  for  the  year.  I  say  that  the  manner 
in  which  this  item  has  been  shown  tends  to  mis- 
lead the  public.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  Land 
Fund,  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  recklessness  of  the  propositions  which  have 
been  made  by  the  Government.  I  venture  to 
say  that  no  person  in  the  country  believed  one 
month  ago  that  any  alteration  would  be  made 
with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  Land  Fund 
this  session,  and  I  do  not  think  that  anybody 
belieyed  it  a  fortnight  ago.     Well,  Sir,  I  do  not 


think  it  is  proper  to  make  such  a  radical  change 
in  the  finance  of  the  colony  so  suddenly.  Notice 
ought  to  be  given  of  the  intention  of  tne  Govern- 
ment to  do  so.  I  hear  an  honorable  member  call 
out  "  Abolition,"  as  if  Abolitioh  had  been  brought 
into  effect  suddenly  and  without  notice ;  but  I  sajr 
that  the  Abolition  question  was  discussed  in  this 
country  for  two  years  before  it  vras  carried.  This, 
however,  is  a  revolution  which  is  brought  about 
in  a  week  or  a  fortnight,  without  any  notice  what- 
ever being  given  to  the  public  that  it  was  to  take 
place.  There  is  no  guarantee  in  the  Statement  of 
the  Ministry  that  either  the  North  or  the  South 
will  obtain  what  it  hopes  for  by  the  carrying  into 
effect  of  the  proposals  now  made.  The  North  has 
no  guarantee  whatever  that  It  will  gadn  anything 
by  the  proposal  to  coIoniaUze  the  Land  Fun£ 
Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  South,  I  cannot  say 
what  the  intention  of  the  Government  is  as  to 
the  amount  of  land  they  intend  to  put  into  the 
market  in  the  Proyince  of  Otago.  It  is  to  a 
certain  extent  within  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment what  land  they  put  into  the  market.  In 
the  case  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  where 
there  is  free  selection,  that  province  is  made  the 
absolute  victim  of  this  proposal,  without  any 
.guarantee  or  safeguard  whatever.  In  the  part  of 
the  country  where  free  selection  is  going  on,  the 
land  is  bemg  parted  with,  and  the  land  revenue 
will  not  go  to  that  part  of  the  country  from 
whence  it  is  principally  derived.  There  is  a  re- 
mark made  in  the  statement  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  with  which  we  can  all  agree.  He  says 
that  "One  of  the  most  legitimate  objects  to  which 
that  revenue  ought  to  be  applied  is  to  render 
available  for  setdement  the  particular  locality 
from  whence  it  has  been  derived :  in  fact,  this 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  main  condi- 
tions upon  which  the  purchase-money  is  paid." 
But  what  guarantee  have  we  that  the  reyenue 
will  be  so  applied?  Is  it  the  experience  we 
have  had  during  the  last  few  nights?  Is  that 
the  .guarantee  that  the  Land  Fund,  as  voted 
here,  will  be  returned  to  the  districts  f^om  which 
it  has  been  taken  ?  We  all  know  very  well  that 
it  is  a  question  of  a  majority  of  the  moment  how 
the  money  will  be  yoted  in  this  House.  There  is 
no  guarantee  whatever  that  the  districts  from 
which  the  greater  portion  of  the  revenue  may 
come  will  receive  a  fair  proportion  in  return. 
The  late  Government  made  a  proposal  to  take 
this  year  from  the  land  revenue  of  the  Proyince 
of  Canterbury  a  sum  of  £58,000  in  part  payment 
of  some  of  the  public  works  which  have  been 
carried  on  in  that  district  in  late  years.  Well, 
let  us  compare,  say,  for  one  year,  according  to  the 
present  rate  of  receipts,  the  difference  between 
the  proposal  for  the  Province  of  Canterbury  of 
the  kte  Government  and  that  of  the  present 
Government.  The  land  revenue  is  now  coming 
in  at  a  rate  which  will  make  it  over  £700,000 
a  year — a  very  low  estimate  for  this  year,  as 
£500,000  had  already  been  obtained  at  the  end  of 
September.  The  whole  of  the  charges  on  the  Laud 
Fund,  including  surveys,  administration,  the  2 
per  cent,  for  the  railways,  every  charge,  in  fact, 
even  including  subsidies  to  Boad  Boards,  will 
amount  in  round  numbers  to  £120,000.    Adding 
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the  £58,000  which  the  G-overnment  propose  to 
take,  the  nmount  will  be  £178,000.  That  wouUl 
leave  £522,000  to  bo  distributed  to  the  counties 
in  that  district.  By  the  proposal  of  the  present 
G-overnment,  assuming  that  thej  mean  to  pay  20 
per  cent,  on  the  gross  receipts,  it  would  leave 
£140,000  to  bo  distributed  among  the  counties. 
And  in  any  year  of  less  flourishing  land  sales  the 
loss  to  the  provincial  district  would  be  propor- 
tionate. Well,  Sir,  I  quite  admit  tliat  it  may  be 
necessary  to  reconsider  tlie  system  of  dealing 
with  the  Land  Fund,  but  we  should  so  recon- 
sider it  as  to  prevent  the  application  of  the 
land  rerenue  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  go- 
vernment, BO  that  it  may  be  absolutely  spe- 
cialized for  public  works  and  immigration — tliat 
is,  for  peopling  the  country.  A  sclieme  merely 
to  generalize  the  land  revenue  is  an  absolute  pro- 
posal to  waste  it,  and  to  encourage  extravagance 
m  the  country:  indeed,  there  is  nothing,  as  we 
have  the  proposal  brought  down  now,  to  prevent 
this  land  revenue  from  being  squandered  upon 
the  ordinary  purposes  of  government.  When 
the  Government  took  over  the  public  works  and 
immigration  it  took  over  the  responsibility  of 
seeing  that  the  land  revenue  was  devoted  to  pub- 
lic works  and  immigration  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  provinces  had  devoted  the  land  revenue" 
for  that  purpose.  I  find  a  remark  which  I  do 
not  quite  understand  in  this  Financial  State- 
ment. It  is  there  clearly  stated  that  one  of 
the  charges  upon  the  land  revenue  is  immigra- 
tion. No  doubt  immigration  and  public  works 
are  legitimate  charges  upon  the  land  revenue, 
but,  as  the  law  stands,  immigration  is  no  more 
one  of  the  charges  on  the  land  revenue  than 
public  works,  and  heretofore  it  has  never  been 
made  a  legal  charge  upon  the  land  revenue. 
Immigration  has  been  paid  for  out  of  loan 
by  the  General  Government.  The  sentence  to 
which  I  refer  is  this :  "  We  mean  to  make  the 
Land  Fund  colonial  revenue,  subject  to  all  the 
obligations  which  the  colony  has  undertaken  in 
respect  thereof,  such  as  cost  of  administration, 
cost  of  survey,  immigration,  interest  on  provincial 
loans,  and  so  forth."*  This  is  sufficiently  vague 
as  part  of  a  Financial  Statement.  I  do  not  know 
whether  "  so  forth  '*  means  to  cover  public  works, 
but  the  honorable  gentleman  will  find  that,  if  ho 
includes  them,  there  will  be  nothing  left  for  any 
other  purpose.  The  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Stevens)  said  he  thought  that  this 
matter  should  have  been  referred  to  the  constitu- 
encies. I  have  always  said  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  land  revenue  should  not  have  been 
dealt  with  until  after  the  next  general  election. 
We  all  know  perfectly  well  that  it  was  proposed 
by  all  parts  of  the  House  that  there  should  bo  a 
redistribution  of  the  seats  of  this  House,  and  that 
the  whole  question  of  representation  should  be 
reconsiderei;  and  it  is  certain  that  a  question 
of  this  sort,  which  eo  seriously  affects  a  very 
large  part  of  the  country,  should  not  have  been 
dealt  with  until  a  general  ckelion  had  taken 
place,  and  until  the  constituencies  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  I  am  quite  sure  that  in  the  southeni 
part  of  the  country,  especially  iu  the  Province  of 
Mr.  Bowen 


Canterbury,  there  will  be  a  very  strong  feeling 
of  dissatisfaction  if  we  agree  to  the  proposal 
without  giving  the  constituencies  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  opinion  upon  it.  I  said  a  little 
while  ago  that  the  people  m  the  North  Island 
had, no  guarantee  whatever  that  what  they  fancy 
is  now  being  done  is  going  to  be  done,  because  it 
is  more  than  hinted  at  that  a  very  large  part  of 
the  land  may  be  reserved  all  over  the  country  for 
different  purposes.  We  do  not  know  in  what 
way  it  is  to  be  reserved,  but  there  is  a  process 
going  on  at  present  by  which  private  members 
suggest  reserves  to  be  made  all  over  the  country 
in  a  haphazard  way.  This  makes  it  an  absolute 
lottery ;  and  I  would  warn  honorable  gentlemen 
from  the  North  Island  that  it  is  not  at  all  clear 
that  while  they  are  helping  to  rob  one  par- 
ticular part  of  the  country  they  are  in  any  way 
obtaining  what  they  themselves  think  they  are 
obtaining— that  is,  a  system  of  distributing  the 
land  revenue  in  such  a  way  as  to  open  up 
and  settle  the  country.  The  difficulties  of  the 
Government  in  the  meantime  will  be  increased 
— while  the  land  revenue  does  not  come  in 
owing  to  the  making  of  these  reserves — in  con- 
sequence of  the  provincial  charges  heing  thrown 
upon  the  Consolidated  F\ind.  The  provincial 
liabilities  will  be  swept  away,  and  the  land 
revenue  may  not  come  in  as  anticipated  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.  Sir,  I  know  very  well  tliat  a 
great  many  people  differ  upon  this  question  of  the 
land  revenue,  and  I  know  that  it  has  become  the 
fashion  in  a  great  part  of  the  country  to  speak 
of  what  is  called  "  the  colonialization  of  the  land 
revenue"  as  an  absolute  necessity.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  a  necessity  ;  I  do  not  think  it  is 
a  necessity ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  general 
revenue  will  provide  for  all  the  expendituro  that 
it  is  supposed  it  will  provide  for  by  the  course  that 
is  now  taken.  It  will  be  necessary  to  find  funds 
to  enable  the  local  bodies  to  curry  out  the  works 
which  they  must  carry  out.  They  will  have  to 
keep  up  the  roads,  they  will  have  to  keep  up  all 
sorts  of  local  works,  and  the  money  will  have  to 
be  voted  by  this  House.  If  this  Land  Fund  is 
thrown  into  the  general  rovenue  this  House  will 
have  to  provide  money  for  local  wants,  unless  we 
are  content  to  starve  the  local  bodies.  I  quite  ad- 
mit, as  I  said  before,  that  the  distribution  of  this 
land  revenue  will  probably  have  to  be  reconsidered, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  the  right  way  to  do  so  is 
to  agree  to  what  is  called  *' colonialization" — that 
is,  throwing  it  into  the  general  revenue.  There 
is  another  thing  which  I  should  like  to  point  out, 
namely,  that  this  generalizing  of  the  land  rovenue 
is  merely  taken  up  as  a  scheme  for  postponing 
what  lias  been  talked  of  so  much — the  taxation  of 
incomes  and  of  property — by  increasing  the  local 
burdens.  It  is  a  scheme  for  relieving  the  large 
properties  at  the  expense  of  the  thickly-populated 
parts  of  the  colony.  I  hope  that,  whatever  is 
done,  tliis  matter  will  be  carefully  considered, 
and  tint,  at  any  rate,  this  House  will  require 
that  a  well-considered  scheme  shall  be  submitted 
to  it,  which  will  pro^-ide  that  no  unfair  advantage 
is  taken  of  any  particular  jmrt  of  the  country, 
and  that  the  land  revenue  is  not  put  into  the 
Treasury  on  such  conditions  that  it  can  be  dealt 
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with  for  eyery  kind  of  purpose,  and  not  specialized 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  up  and  settling  the 
country. 

Mr.  OISBOBNE.  — I  wish  to  make  a  fevr 
general  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  Financial 
Statement  which  has  been  made  by  the  present 
Colonial  Treasurer.  My  opposition  to  the  Qo- 
remment  rested  on  the  belief — ^founded  on  the 
constitution  of  the  present  Ministry  and  on  the 
reticence  of  the  Premier  in  his  Ministerial  state- 
ment to  this  House  —  that  the  policy  of  the 
MinistiT  would  be  a  standing  menace  to  the 
unity  of  the  colony.  That  belief  may  hare  been 
mistaken,  but,  notwithstanding  the  many  hard 
things  which  hare  been  said,  it  was  honestly 
formed,  and,  if  the  foundation  for  that  belief 
no  longer  exists,  it  will  be  as  honestly  nyen  up. 
I  find,  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  Financial 
Statement,  the  following  words : — 

"  My  future  aim  wiU  be  to  endeayour  to  ar- 
range a  system  that  may  proye  stable,  that  will 
secure  a  state  of  equilibrium  between  our  rerenue 
and  our  expenditure,  that  will  be  of  a  character 
sufficiently  fair  not  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  one 
portion  of  the  coxmtiy  or  the  enyy  of  another ; 
and,  as  this  House  in  its  wisdom  has  determined, 
and  the  colony  at  large  has  agreed  in  that  deter- 
mination, to  try  to  bring  the  whole  of  this  coun- 
try— differing  as  it  does  in  common  interests,  in 
the  manner  of  its  colonization,  and  in  its  topo- 
graphical features — under  one  united  GK>yem- 
ment,  so  will  it  be  the  object  of  my  colleagues 
and  myself  to  assist  in  the  realization  of  this 
effort  by  simplifying  and  regulating  our  too  abun- 
dant partnership  accounts,  and  introducing  a  sys- 
tem of  united  finance,  without  which  a  whole- 
tome  united  Gh)yemment  is  impossible." 

I  regard  that  as  a  pledge  that  the  policy  of  the 
Ministry  will  be  to  maintain  the  present  Consti- 
tution and  the  financial  unitj  of  me  colony,  and 
while  they  adhere  to  that  policy  I  shall  not  oppose 
them  on  the  ground  which  I  hare  mentioned.  I 
would  also  say,  Sir,  that  the  Financial  Statement 
commands  my  general  approyal,  not  merely  on 
that  ground,  but  likewise  because  it  distinctly  puts 
forth  a  policy  of  the,  to  a  certain  extent,  locali- 
zation ot  the  Land  Fund.  It  is  all  yery  well  for 
honorable  gentlemen  who  haye  preceded  me  to 
Bay  that  the  colony  has  not  been  prepared  for 
this  poli6y.  I  say  that  it  has  been  prepared  for 
it  during  the  last  two  years,  and  prepared  in  a 
yery  bad  way.  There  has  been  no  distmct  policy 
of  the  localization  of  the  Land  Fund.  That 
principle  has  been  held  out  as  a  promise  to  the 
ear,  but  it  hae  been  broken  to  the  hope ;  we 
haye  had  no  legitimate  appropriation  of  the  Land 
Fund,  but  we  haye  had  an  illegitimate  peculation 
of  it.  We  haye  now  a  distinct  statement  that  it 
shall  be  localized  to  a  certain  extent,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  principle  of  localization  is 
recognised  eyen  more  than  I  haye  already  ex- 
plained.   The  Colonial  Treasurer  says, — 

"  Sir,  I  wish  it  also  to  be  understood  that,  if 
adntinistratiye  reforms  and  reduction  of  expendi- 
ture can  be  effected  to  an  extent  which  may  allow 
of  any  increase  of  the  proportion  of  20  per  cent. 
ref enred  to,  such  proportion  shall  haye  the  benefit 
of  it  accordingly. 

VOL.  3LXVU.-48. 


''On  this  subject  I  desire  to  add  that,  while 
the  circumstances  into  which  the  colony  has  been 
permitted  to  drift  render  it  imperative  that  the 
land  reyenue  should  be  dealt  with  ^  we  have 
just  proposed,  my  colleagues  and  myself  fully 
recognize  that  one  of  the  most  legitimate  objects 
to  which  that  reyenue  ought  to  he  applied  is  to 
render  available  for  settlement  the  particular 
locality  from  whence  it  has  been  derived:  in 
fact,  this  ought  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
main  conditions  upon  which  the  purchase-money 
is  paid.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that,  in 
apportioning  the  public  revenue  throughout  the 
colony,  such  condition  should  be  kept  faithfully 
in  view." 

Therefore  the  principle  of  localization  is  not 
only  established  to  a  certain  extent  by  legal  pro- 
vision, but  there  will  be  a  portion  of  it  subject  to 
appropriation  by  this  House  in  the  same  direc- 
tion annually  in  such  a  way  that  the  settlements 
from  which  the  Land  Fund  arises  shall  have  gene- 
rally the  advantage  of  that  fund  in  opening  them 
up  for  increased  setUement.  It  is  on  this  ground 
that  I  give  a  general  approval  to  the  Financial 
Statement.  I  am  rather  surprised  at  the  argu- 
ment that  this  change  should  not  be  made  until 
there  has  been  a  general  election,  proceeding,  as 
that  argument  does,  from  the  very  persons  who 
actually  wished  to  effect  provincial  abolition  with- 
out consulting  the  constituencies  at  all.  Those 
honorable  gentlemen  were  regularly  coerced  into 
appealing  to  the  constituencies,  and  at  last  there 
was  a  general  election,  and  the  colony  expressed 
its  opinion  on  the  policy  of  Abolition ;  but  the 
Government  and  their  supporters  wished  to  effect 
Abolition  without  any  previous  general  election, 
although  there  had  not  been  one,  I  believe,  for 
three  years  previously.  There  is  one  part  of  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer's  speech  on  which  I  desire 
to  say  a  few  words.  I  think  the  attack  he  made 
upon  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  for 
his  administration  as  Governor  of  the  colony  was 
rerj  unfair.  That  attack  was  founded  on  an 
address  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  passed 
in  1854  to  the  Officer  Administering  the  Govern- 
ment, but  that  address  really  did  not  bo  beyond 
finding  fault  with  the  organization  of  tne  depart- 
ments of  the  day,  and  stating  that  they  required 
reform  and  reorganization. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  think  you  will  find  that 
it  was  so,  and  that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
complained  that  the  administration  of  the  depart- 
ments was  such  that  it  required  the  introduction 
of  responsible  government.  When  that  address 
was  passed.  Sir  George  Grey  had  been  absent 
from  the  colony  for  some  months,  and  a  great 
constitutional  change  had  been  recently  effected ; 
so  that  it  would  be  very  surprising  if  the  depart- 
ments had  not,  in  consequence  of  that  change, 
required  reform  and  reorganization.  But  wbAt 
were  the  circumstances  of  that  address  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  P  That  body  had  quar- 
relled with  the  Officer  Administering  the  Govern- 
ment in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  introducing 
responsible  government,  and  they  wished  to  put 
such  a  colouring  upon  the  administrSition  of  the 
departments  of  the  Qt>yemment  as  would  show 
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that  responsible  goTermnent  should  be  introduced 
as  quickly  as  possible.  There  are,  however,  othor 
people  besides  the  members  of  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatires-of  that  daj  who  could  judge  of  the 
government  of  Sir  Q-eorge  Chrey ;  and  those  are 
the  people  who  were  governed  by  him.  I  came 
across  accidentally  the  other  day,  in  a  special 
GaxetUf  dated  September,  1853,  just  before  Sir 
George  Grey  left  the  colony,  some  addresses 
which  were  presented  to  him.  I  will  not  read 
tbem  allf  but  will  merely  give  the  headinp^s  of 
them,  and  one  or  two  extracts.  No.  1  is  an 
address  to  Sir  George  Grey  from  the  settlers  of 
Wellington  and  its  vicinity,  which  had  580  signa- 
tures to  it.    What  do  they  say  P — 

"In  referring  to  the  prosperous  state  of  the 
colony,  the  contentment,  the  greatly-improved 
condition,  and  rapid  advancement  in  civilization 
of  its  Native  inhabitants,  we  acknowledge  with 
feelings  of  satisfaction  that  its  progressive  im- 
proTcment  and  the  growing  development  of  its 
resources,  which  offer  so  marked  a  contrast  to 
the  state  of  depression  and  confusion  that  pre- 
vailed on  the  arrival  of  your  Excellency  in  New 
Zealand,  are  in  a  great  degree  owing,  under 
Divine  providence,  to  your  vigorous  and  prudent 
administration  of  the  GoTcmment.  We  ipdulge 
the  hope  that  the  future  advancement  of  our 
adopted  country  may  be  further  identiBed  with 
your  name,  and  may  offer  fresh  illustrations  of 
your  acknowledged  ability  and  reputation." 

There  was  another  address,  from  the  artisans  of 
Wellington,  in  which  they  say  of  him, — 

"  Holding  the  highest  station  in  these  Islands, 
you  have  kindly  mingled  amongst  us  more  as  a 
friend  than  a  ruler,  being  always  ready  to  sym- 
pathize with  the  distresses  and  relieve  the  wants 
of  the  poorest  settlers.  We  now  bid  you  a  tem- 
porary farewell,  not  with  the  cold,  formal  respect 
which  merely  your  office  of  ruler  of  these  Islands 
and  representative  of  our  Queen  would  of  course 
claim  of  us  as  British  subjects,  but  with  the  warm 
feelings  of  personal  interest  in  your  welfare  with 
which  we  sDould  regard  the  departure  of  an  es- 
teemed friend  and  respected  brother-coloxust." 

Then  there  is  an  address  from  merchants  of 
Wellington,  and  an  address  from  the  settlers  of 
the  Hutt  District,  also  an  address  from  the 
settlers  of  the  Wairarapa  District,  all  to  similar 
effect !  and  another  from  the  Ngatiraukawa  and 
other  Native  tribes  of  New  Ze^nd,  in  which 
they  say, — 

'*  This,  then,  is  our  address  of  kindness  and  es- 
teem, our  last  farewell  address,  made  and  given 
by  us,  the  tribes  and  people  occupying  this  the 
southern  part  of  New  ISeadand.  Keceive  it  as  a 
tribute  of  kind  remembrance  and  respect.  Be- 
oeive  it  thus." 

I  say  addressee  like  those  from  both  races 
will  weigh  against  any  address  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  passed  as  was  that  to  which  the 
honorable  member  referred.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  wishes  to  arrive  at  a  fair  estimate  of 
the  administrative  ability  of  Sir  George  Grey  at 
that  time,  let  him  consult  the  historical  records, 
which  show  what  was  the  condition  of  the  colony 
when  Sir  Gkeorge  Grey  arrived  in  it  in  1846,  and 
Mr*  Qisbome 


what  it  was  when  he  left  in  1854.    That  would 
have  enabled  the  honorable  gentleman 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  so. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— Then  docs  the  honorabla 
member  mean  to  say  that  the  administration  of 
the  Gt)vemor,  autocratic  as  it  was  in  those  days, 
did  not  elevate  the  colony  from  a  state  of  Ui« 
greatest  depression  to  a  state  of  high  prosperity? 
Does  he  mean  to  say  that  Gh>vemor  Grey  did  not 
find  it  in  a  state  of  war  and  leave  it  in  a  state  of 
peace  P  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  Sir  G«orge 
Grey  did  not  raise  it  from  a  condition  of  almost 
bankruptcy  and  place  it  in  a  condition  of  sol- 
vency, alUiough  he  had  not  the  command  of 
eleven  millions  to  spend  in  five  or  six  years  P  The 
responsibility  of  the  Governor  at  that  time  rested 
wholly  upon  his  own  shoulders,  and  I  say  thai 
when  we  regard  the  first  administration  of  Gover- 
nor Sir  George  Grej  we  must  regard  it  as  tha 
achievement  of  a  great  success — an  achievement 
which  caused  him  an  amount  of  mental  and  phy- 
sical exertion  of  which  Ministers  now-a-days,  mnn 
their  own  experience,  have  no  idea.  Another 
error,  of  a  less  important  character,  which  struck 
me  when  the  honorable  member  spoke,  was  that 
he  assumed  to  himself  the  whole  credit  of  having 
prepared  and  introduced,  in  1875,  a  special  Ap-  • 
propriation  Act  for  the  expenditure  under  th« 
Public  Works  and  Immigration  Act  If  he  will 
look  back  he  will  see  that  in  1872,  1873,  and 
1874  there  were  special  appropriations  of  this  ex- 
penditure. They  were  contained  in  the  ordinary 
Appropriation  Acts,  but  still  they,  were  special 
appropriations  for  the  department. 

Major  ATKINSON.— They  were  permanent. 

Mr.  GI8B0BNE.— No,  they"  were  not  There 
was  so  much  for  the  Under  Secretary,  so  much  for 
the  derks,  and  so  on ;  and  the  only  difference  the 
honorable  gentleman  made  was  to  take  them  out 
of  the  ordinary  Appropriation  Act  and  put  them 
into  an  Act  of  his  own.  In  all  cases  the  only 
lump  appropriations  were  for  the  actual  woii». 
Sir,  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  made 
reference  to  one  matter  which,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
gives  me  an  opportunity  to  say  something  about 
the  aspersions,  for  so  I  must  call  them,  which 
have  been  cast  upon  the  permanent  Civil  servmnta 
of  the  present  oay.  The  honorable  gentleman 
stated  that,  from  his  own  experience  oF  the  per- 
manent officers,  he  was  oonvinced  that  they  would 
never  think  of  thwarting  any  Ministry ;  and  from 
my  own  experience  I  can  f  uUy  oorroborate  all 
that  he  said.  I  was  Under  Secretary  under  some 
eight  or  nine  different  Administrations,  and  I 
know  these  officers  well,  and  I  cm  say  that  it  was 
always  a  point  of  honor  with  us,  whatever  Minis- 
try came  into  office,  to  assist  them  to  the  best  of 
our  ability.  I  shall  never  believe,  unless  I  have 
far  better  evidence  than  the  surmises  of  some 
newspaper  correspondents,  that  that  spirit  has 
changed  in  any  way ;  and  I  say  that,  if  any  sus- 
picion exists  in  the  minds  of  Ministers  that  such 
IS  not  the  case,  the  longer  they  remain  in  office 
the  more  convinced  will  they  be  that  what  I 
state  is  the  fact.  The  general  fault  I  find  with 
the  Financial  Statement  is  that  it  does  not  give 
us  the  ways  and  means  for  the  present  year.  We 
have  what  it  would  bo  if  the  law  wars  not 
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changed,  and  we  hare,  also,  what  it  would  he 
without  the  estimated  land  reyenue ;  but  we  have 
no  estimate  of  what  our  income  will  be  under  the 
proposed  new  policy,  say  from  the  Ist  January 
next.  I  should  haye  thought  that  an  essentiid 
part  of  the  Financial  Statement,  and,  although 
its  aheence  has  uot  been  remarked,  I  think  it  is  a 
grave  error.  When  a  new  policy  is  introduced, 
although  we  ma^  approre  of  it  generally,  we  want 
to  know  what  its  effect  will  be  on  the  finances 
— what  we  shall  get  from  it,  as  well  as  what  we 
shall  expend,  which,  we  are  told,  will  be  on  the 
whole  on  the  same  scale  as  that  estimated  by  the 
late  GoTemment.  I  am  not  going  into  figures. 
The  House  has  had  figures  from  honorable  mem- 
bers better  able  to  deal  with  them  than  I  am,  and 
I  will  merely  say  that  I  approve  generally  of  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  Financial  Statement. 
JBut  I  reserve  to  myself  the  full  right  to  consider 
the  Bills  giving  effect  to  those  principles  when 
they  come  before  the  House,  to  criticize  them  in 
detail,  and,  if  I  disapprove,  to  oppose  them.  Gene- 
rally, however,  the  principles  of  the  Financial 
Statement,  inasmuch  as  they  preserve  the  unity 
of  the  colony,  and  determine  to  a  certain  extent 
the  localization  of  the  Land  Fund  on  a  fixed 
basis,  meet  with  my  approval ;  and,  generally,  I 
shall  support  the  nnancial  policy  of  Sie  Gt>vern- 
xoent. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— I  differ  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  eat  down  in  reference 
to  the  question  of  the  localization  of  a  portion  of 
the  Land  Fund.    I  think  that  is  the  most  ob- 

J'ectionable  feature  of  the  whole  of  the  Treasurer's 
inanoial  proposals.  If  the  Government  think 
it  is  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  to 
oolonialize  the  Land  Fund,  they  should  do  the 
work  thoroughly.  There  is  a  great  degree  of 
uncertainty  in  reference  to  this  20  per  cent.  We 
are  not  told  whether  the  20  per  cent,  is  to 
be  allocated  in  accordance  with  the  Financial 
Arrangements  Act  of  last  session,  or  whether  Eoad 
Boards  or  counties  or  other  local  bodies  are  to 
have  this  money  paid  to  them.  I  do  not  see  that 
it  is  a  sound  principle  that  a  certain  portion  of 
the  Land  Fund  should  be  allocated  locally.  The 
public  works  of  the  colony  for  the  last  six  or  seven 
years,  although  they  have  opened  up  the  colony 
and  improved  the  means  of  communication,  have 
at  the  same  time  added  very  considerably  to  the 
yalue  of  private  property,  and  I  do  not  see  whv, 
because  a  settler  inreets  several  thousand  pounds 
in  land,  the  Government  should  pay  back  20  per 
cent,  of  the  purohase-money  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving that  settler's  land.  It  would  have  been 
much  better  if  the  Government  had  generalized 
the  whole  of  the  land  rovenue,  and  compelled  the 
various  local  bodies  to  do  the  necessary  local 
works.  Thero  can  be  no  doubt  that  property 
must  be  taxed.  This  House  has  already  resolved 
that  thero  must  be  a  change  in  the  incidence 
of  taxation,  so  that  property  shall  bear  a  hit 
sharo ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  moro  conducive  to 
the  good  government  of  the  colony  if  this  House 
took  all  the  land  revenue,  and  left  it  to  the  local 
bodies  to  impose  taxation  upon  property,  instead 
of  this  House  doing  it.  I  understand  the  Trea- 
fiurer  to  tell  us  that  the  necessities  of  the  colony 


compel  the  generalization  of  the  land  revenue. 
If  that  be  so,  Sir,  I  can  scaroely  understand  that 
portion  of  the  Statement  which  tells  us  that 
during  the  recess  surveys  aro  to  be  made  for  a 
large  number  of  branch  lines  of  railway,  which 
lines  aro  to  be  constructed  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  sales  of  land.  That  does  not  look  like  gene- 
ralizing the  land  rovenue.  Within  tbe  last  six 
weeks,  by  Bills,  by  resolutions,  and  by  messages 
from  the  Crown,  we  have  allocated  a  million  and 
a  half  acros  of  land.  We  have  set  aside  for  branch 
railways,  harbours,  and  those  kinds  of  works,  a 
sum  equal  to  the  revenue  of  the  year.  Another 
reason  why  tbe  Colonial  Treasurer  brought  down 
this  proposal  was  that  he  wished  the  English 
croditor  to  know  exactly  how  we  stood,  and  to 
strengthen  our  position  in  the  money  market. 
If  he  want^  to  do  that,  he  should  have  shown 
in  his  Statement  that  we  have  within  the  colony 
sixteen  and  a  half  millions'  worth  of  unsold  land. 
He  suroly  might  have  informed  the  bondholders 
of  that  fact.  That  would  have  assured  them 
that  they  have  ample  security.  Then,  at  page  7 
of  the  connected  Statement,  we  aro  told  that  the 
Government  is  going  to  carofully  consider  the 
roport  of  the  Railway  Management  Committee, 
with  a  view  to  giving  effect  to  its  recommenda- 
tions. It  would  be  much  better  if  the  Government 
had  themselves  decided  what  was  necessary.  I 
object  to  Committees  of  this  House,  composed, 
generally  speaking,  of  members  with  strong  poli- 
tical views,  determining  what  shall  be  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  The  Gt>vemment  ought  to 
take  such  responsibility  upon  itself,  and  not 
throw  it  on  to  Committees  of  the  House.  The 
greatest  objection  I  have  to  the  Statement,  how- 
ever, is  this :  I  understand  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  be  a  thoroughly  centralizing  policy. 
We  have  scarcely  any  mention  of  local  bodies. 
We  have  no  indication  of  measures  for  the  vreh 
faro  of  local  bodies.  They  are  only  referred  to 
once  or  twice.  The  Gt>vemment  seem  to  refuse 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  them.  Perhaps 
they  aro  going  to  do  away  with  them.  At  any 
rate,  they  aro  going  to  take  imder  their  care  and 
protection  the  main  roads  and  bridges  of  the 
colony.  It  would  be  much  better  if  the  Colonial 
Treasuror  had  seen  his  way  clear  to  bringing  the 
present  system  of  local  government  into  some- 
thing like  shape,  instead  of  devoting  his  attention 
to  some  new  system  of  keeping  a  few  Troasury 
accounts,  especially  seeine  that  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  action  of  those  gentlemen  last 
session  that  the  Counties  Act  was  passed  in  the 
way  in  which  it  was.  The  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment seems  to  be  to  cramp  local  self-govern- 
ment altogether,  and  to  make  one  strong  central 
Government,  which  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony  will  never  permit  to  exist.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  very  much  in  local  bodies,  and 
I  believe  they  could  do  very  much  better  than 
this  House  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  work 
which  comes  before  us — that  they  could  do  it 
moro  satisfactorily  and  cheaply;  and  thereforo 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  bring  in  some 
measuro  which  will  confer  upon  those  bodies 
proper  powers  of  government  and  ample  rating 
powers.    If  that  l^  done,  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
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ever  of  the  efficacy  of  local  bodies.  I  will  iup- 
port  any  Gk)TerDment  which  will  frame  and  carry 
out  such  a  policy  in  respect  to  local  bodies  as 
that  which  I  have  sketched.  If  we  go  on  in- 
creasing our  business  in  this  House  as  we  have 
done  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  it  will  be 
quite  impossible  for  us  to  keep  up  with  the  work 
of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BEID. — Sir,  I  think  it  must  be  satisfactory 
to  honorable  gentlemen,  and  more  especially  to 
members  of  the  late  G-ovemment,  that  uiis  Finan- 
cial Statement  has  at  length  come  before  the 
House.    After  all  the  assertions  and  insinuations 
we  hare  heard  made  in  this  House  and  haye 
seen  circulated  throughout  the  country  as  to  the 
misdeeds  of  the  late  Qovernment,  as  to  defalca- 
tions, and  as  to  malversation  of  funds,  that  were 
likely  to  be  disclosed  as  soon  as  our  successors 
bad  got  into  power,  this  Statement  is  a  very  tame 
affkir.   We  were  continually  told,  durine  last  ses- 
sion and  during  the  present  session,  of  the  eril 
deeds  which  had  been  done  with  re|[ard  to  finan- 
cial matters,  with  regard  to  the  Native  Minister's 
department,  with  regard  to  public  works,  and 
with  regard  to  the  Native  lands.    Every  one  of 
these  allegations  was  hurled  against  us  at  different 
times ;  and,  now  that  our  successors  have  got  into 
office,  and  have  had  opportunities  of  finding  out 
all  our  misdeeds,  they  have  come  down  to  the 
House  with  such  a  Statement  that  any  one  who 
reads  it  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  truly, 
"  the  mountain  has  been  in  labour  and  has  brought 
forth  a  mouse."    But,  Sir,  all  those  insinuations 
and  accusations  were  part  of  a  scheme  adopted 
by  those  honorable  gentlemen  in  order  to  in- 
jure the  late  Government  in   the   opinion    of 
the  country,  to  undermine  our  reputation,  and 
thus,  by  means  unconstitutional  and  unfair,  to 
weaken  us,  so  that  we  might  be  driven  from 
office,  and  they  might  take  our  places.    We  have 
been  told  that  there  has  been  a  waste  of  time 
in  this  House ;  but  I  ask  honorable  members  who 
have  seen  what  has  taken  place  in  this  House 
during  the  present  session  to  say  on  whom  reste 
the  responsibility  of  wasting  time.    Was  it  not 
the  late  Opposition  who  wasted  time  ?    The  mea- 
sures of  the  late  Gt)vemment  were  brought  down 
in  good  time;  they  were  all  ready  to  be  sub- 
mitted when  the  House  assembled ;  but  no  sooner 
were  they  presented  for  consideration  than  we 
had  intermmable  questions  raised  relating  to  the 
disqualification  of  members  who  have  since  been 
proved  not  to  be  disqualified,  points  of  order  in- 
numerable, and  questions  of  privilege  one  after 
another,  till  honorable  members  became  sick  and 
tired  of  the  waste  of  time ;  and  these  questions 
were  got  up  simply  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing 
public    business.    Then  what  were  the  reasons 
eiven  why  the  late  Government  should  retire 
from  office  ?    The  first  of  these  was,  that  we  were 
a  continuous  Government  since  1869.    On  what 
argument  could  that  assertion  be  maintained  ?  A 
continuous  Qt)vemmentl    Why,  in  1871  I  was 
in  opposition   to    the    Government  which  was 
then  in  office,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Macandrew)  was  a  supporter 
of  it.     In  1872   I  formed   one   of   the   party 
which  ejected  from  office  the  Government  of 
Mr.  Sutton 


1869,  and  for  a  time  I  sat  on  those  benches  as 
a  Minister,  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Macandrew)  then  being  in  opposition 
to  our  Government.     In  1873  I  was  again  in 
Opposition;  there  was  no  Opposition  in  1874^ 
and  I  was  as  often  found  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City ; 
and  in  1875  we  were  both  in  Opposition.    How 
can  it  be  maintained  that  the  same  Government 
was  in  office  during  the  whole  of  that  period? 
If  it  was,  strangely  did  the  honorable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  and  I  change  our  places.    I 
opposed  the  Government  that  was  in  office  in  1871 
for  reasons  that  were  patent  to  the  House ;  but 
when,  after  the  session  of  1872,  more  moderate 
counsels    prevailed    with  regard    to  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  Public  Woro  policy — when  the 
Government  agreed  to  bring  down  their  pro- 
posals and  have  them  voted  in  detail  in  this 
House — when  they  agreed  to  carry  out  that  policy 
with  greater  prudence  and  moderation — then  the 
cause  for  the  great  part  of  my  opposition  was 
removed,  and  so  long  as  they  carried  out  their 
policy  in  moderation  I  would  have  been  a  sup- 
porter of  that  Government ;  but  when  they  oame 
to  the  question  of  Abolition  I  was  not  with  them. 
I  opposed  them  so  long  as  it  was  possible  to 
oppose  them  in  carrying  out  the  Abolition  poli(^. 
But  in  1876  that  policy  was  carried  into  effect.  It 
was  carried  by  the  Act«  which  stand  on  the  Statute 
Book  of  this  House,  and  after  that  it  was  futile 
to  oppose  it.    It  was  decided  upon  by  the  House 
and  by  the  constituencies,  and  I  no  longer  saw 
any  reason  to  oppose  the  Government  of  the 
day.    On  other  pomts  I  was  entirely  with  them. 
Then  another  reason  Urged  against  the  late  €k)- 
vernment  was  that  it  carried  Abolition.    If  those 
honorable  members  who  were  then  on  this  side 
of  the  House  entertained  any  serious  objection 
to  that  proposal,  why  did  they  not  take  steps  to 
reverse  that  policy  when  they  went  over  to  the 
Government   benches?      Why,  Sir,  even  after 
Abolition  was  an  accomplished  fact,  we  were 
accustomed  to  hear  long  speeches  against  it,  and 
it  was  made  a  strong  charge  against  the  late 
Government  that  they  had  accepted  Abolition; 
but  when  those  honorable  gentlemen  take  their 
seats  on    the    Government   benches    they    say, 
"  The  provinces  are  gone ;  we  accept  Abolition.'* 
Why  did  they  not  take  up  that  position  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  instead  of  making  con- 
stant endeavours  to  harass  the  late  Government  P 
It  was  said  that  we  were  a  oentraHstic  Govern- 
ment ;  but,  in  order  to  show  how  hollow  and 
untruthful  were  the  charges  made  against  us  in 
regard  to  that,  and  in  regard  to  the  measures  we 
brought  before  the  House,  I  need  only  point  to 
the  fact  that  our  successors  have  taken  up  almost 
every  important  measure  we  introduced,  after 
railing  against  them  as  I  have  described.    What 
consistency  is  there  in  such  conduct?     Where 
are  the  Education  Bill,  the  Mines  Bill,  and  the 
Land  Bill  ?    And,  moreover,  they  even  accepted 
the  financial  proposals  of  their  predecessors,  and 
adopted  them.     Then,  as  to  the  statement  in 
regard  to  Native  affairs  which  was  delivered  a 
few  days  ago,  why.  Sir,  that  consisted  mainly 
of  ^laudation  of  the  late  Government.    The  only 
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new  point  in  it  was  that  some  small  payments 
for  officers  in  the  outdistricts  mieht  be  reduced. 
WeU,  Sir,  those  honorable  gentlemen  will  find 
that  that  will  have  to  be  done  with  yery  great 
care.  The  late  GoTemment  were  quite  as  anxious 
about  reductions  as  the  present  GoTemment  can 
be;  they  were  making,  and,  indeed,  they  suc- 
ceeded in  making,  very  great  reductions.  Another 
point  to  which  exception  was  taken  was  as  to 
the  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  system  of 
purchasing  Native  lands.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man objected  to  purchases  being  made  by  agents 
paid  on  commission ;  but  that  was  also  remedied 
by  the  late  Q-ovemment,  and  when  the  present 
CroTemment  succeeded  to  office  there  was,  I  be- 
liere,  only  one  agent  employed  under  that  system, 
and  even  his  engagement  would  have  been  brought 
to  a  termination  as  soon  as  the  negotiations  on 
which  he  was  engaged  were  completed.  The 
honorable  gentleman  will  find  that  arrangements 
of  that  nature  cannot  be  brought  to  a  sudden 
termination.  Some  little  time  must  elapse  before 
an  absolute  conclusion  can  be  arrived  at.  We 
have  heard  constantly,  and  we  hear  still,  insinua- 
tions as  to  the  abuse  of  power  by  their  predeces- 
sors. Sir,  I  challenge  them  to  give  proof  of  these 
abuses.  They  have  threatened  to  make  exposures, 
but  they  have  not  made  them  yet.  And  why  P 
Simply  because  it  is  not  in  their  power.  The 
desire  is  there,  but  it  is  impossible  to  prove  the 
charges,  because  there  is  no  truth  in  tnem.  In 
order  to  show  the  House  the  kind  of  chaises  that 
have  been  circulated  by  "own  correspondents," 
who  are  in  the  confidence  of  the  honorable  mem- 
bers on  the  Government  benches,  and  the  kind 
of  information  sent  throughout  the  country,  I 
will  read  an  extract  from  a  leading  journal  pub- 
lished in  the  Oity  of  Dunedin. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW.— There  are  no  "own 
eorrespondents  "  in  my  confidence. 

Mr.  BEID. — But  this  journal  is  in  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  confidence,  and  in  the  confidence 
of  his  Gbremment;  and  I  may  say  that  the 
amount  of  ability  these  "own  correspondents" 
display  in  the  invention  of  fictions  is  marvellous. 
If  I  wished  to  produce  a  work  of  fiction  I  should 
consider  no  cost  too  great  to  secure  the  services 
of  these  gentlemen.  This  is  the  kind  of  insinua- 
tion that  is  made,  and  it  is  taken  from  the  Otaffo 
Daily  Times  of  the  25th  October.  It  proceeds  in 
this  way : — 

"The  investigations  which  the  present  occu- 
pants of  office  are  endeavouring,  in  the  face  of 
gigantic  difficulties,  to  make,  are  causing  uneasi- 
ness, and  it  is  impossible  to  suppress  the  con- 
viction that  the  late  Ministry  are  afraid  of 
consequences.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that,  because  they  are  acting  as  those  would  act 
who  have  done  dishonestly,  therefore  there  are 
dishonest  things  to  be  concealed ;  but  the  simi- 
larity of  conduct  is  such  as  to  leave  in  the  mind 
a  moral  certainty  that  the  late  Ministry  hare 
substantial  reasons  for  shrinking  from  the  results 
of  searching  inquiry,  and  that,  in  consequence  of 
this,  they  precipitate  another  trial  of  strength  for 
the  purpose  of  dislodging  those  who  are  ransack- 
ing offi<nal  pigeon-holes,  and  accumulating  dam- 


natory evidence  against  the  past  administration  of 
affairs." 

Why,  Sir,  in  the  face  of  this,  and  of  the 
charges  that  were  made,  we  have  had  nothing 
but  laudation  of  the  past  administration  in  this 
House,  laudation  of  the  most  complete  and  em-  , 
phatic  kind.    The  extract  proceeds, — 

"  This  view  of  the  position  will  be  confirmed 
in  the  pubUo  mind  by  knowledge  of  the  grave 
charges  which  have  been  again  and  again  laid, 
and  as  often  burked,  and  wmch  the  then  Oppo- 
sition were  twitted  with  having  made  without 
being  able  to  substantiate  them.  The  possession 
of  power  and  of  documents  made  the  position  of 
the  late  Ministry  impregnable  to  every  charge 
of  questionable  transactions ;  and  being  able  to 
afford  as  little  or  as  much  information  as  they 
deemed  prudent  in  relation  to  any  act  of  alleged 
malfeasance,  they  were  able  to  sneer  at  the  efforts 
made  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  transactions  in  the 
impropriety  of  which  there  was  a  very  general 
belief.  That  is  all  changed  now.  By  a  sudden 
movement,  in  the  short  space  of  some  six  hours, 
Ministers  found  themselves  unexpectedly  thrust 
from  office,  and  their  places  taken  by  those  to 
whom  information  on  the  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  bad  been  refused,  or  given  in  such 
measure  and  in  such  a  manner  as  merely  tended 
to  mislead.  Can  we  wonder  that  the  accession  to 
office  of  those  searchers  after  hidden  things  should 
have  sent  a  thrill  of  fear  through  the  minds  of 
the  ousted  Ministers  whenever  they  came  to 
realize  their  true  position?  .  .  .  The  making 
of  Ministerial  statements  has  been  confessedly 
delayed  by  the  operation  of  making  searching 
inquiry — the  very  thing  that  is  hated  of  ex- 
Ministers*  souls.  Therefore  statements  of  poUcy 
must  be  precipitated  on  insufficient  information, 
or  inquiry  must  be  cut  short  by  ejectment  from 
office.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  every  hour's 
delay  is  an  hour  of  additional  danp^r,  for  erei^ 
hour  is  addingto  the  damning  evidence  that  is 
cumulating.  We  should  not  wonder,  therefore, 
at  the  determination  of  ex-Ministers  td'make  an 
immediate,  however  desperate,  effort  to  regain 
control,  in  the  absolute  consciousness  that  a  few 
days  or  weeks  of  power  and  opportunity  afforded 
to  their  enemies  in  possession  would  seal  the 
exclusion  of  ex-Ministers  from  office  for  years  to 
come.  Time  in  this  case  is  ^-precious,  and 
Minor  Atkinson  is  prompt  accordingly." 

That  is  a  specimen  of  the  kind  of  literature 
that  is  being  circulated  throughout  the  country 
from  north  to  south  by  "own  correspondents 
and  by  journals  which  are  in  the  confidence  of 
members  of  the  Government.  That  communica- 
tion was  published  on  the  25th  October,  nearly 
a  month  ago.  Now  where  is  all  this  damning 
evidence?  Where  are  all  these  hidden  secrets 
which  were  to  be  extracted  from  the  pigeon-holes 
of  the  Cabinet  room  ?  What  has  become  of  all 
the  charges  that  were  so  freely  levelled  against 
the  late  Gbvemment  in  this  House  ?  Thejr  sim- 
ply do  not  exist.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  we 
fitid  the  same  string  being  harped  upon  up  to  the 
present  time.  I  have  here  the  Otago  Witness  of 
the  17th  November,  and  it  says, — 
"  The  many  and  grave  charges  that  have  been 
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made  against  the  public  administration  during 
the  past  few  jears  hare,  to  say  the  least,  engen- 
derea  suspicions  that,  if  unfounded,  should  be 
remoTed,  and  this  is  a  consummation  that  can 
neyer  be  effected  so  long  as  those  concerned  in 
such  transactions  are  the  only  means  of  com- 
munication with  the  public.  If  the  late  Adminis- 
trators haye  nothing  to  conceal,  and  no  interests 
to  conserve  which  are  not  those  of  the  general 
public,  it  would  imdeniably  be  in  their  own  in- 
terest that  strangers  should  make  investigations 
and  submit  the  result  of  their  inquiries  to  the 
public,  so  that  suspicions  might  be  removed.  But, 
whatever  the  truth  may  be,  the  excessive  haste 
and  the  unseemly  violence  and  passion  exhibited 
by  Miyor  Atkinson  and  his  followers  in  their 
anxiety  to  immediately  eject  their  successors 
have  the  tendency  to  increase  suspicions,  and  to 
leave  the  impression  that  the  continuance  in  office 
of  Sir  George  G^rey  is  perilous  to  the  fame  of  the 
late  Administration." 

I  think  time  has  been  given.  A  few  weeks 
have  passed  by ;  but  where  is  the  evidence  of  the 
truthfulness  of  the  charges  which  were  so  freely 
and  loudly  made,  and  which,  I  regret  to  say, 
are  still  being  repeated  in  this  House?  The 
Premier  rose  during  this  debate  and,  as  is  his 
wont,  repeated  the  insinuations  of  malfeasance 
and  maladministration  on  the  part  of  the  late 
Government.'  We  have  had  two  jBHnancial  State- 
ments made  by  the  Oolonial  Treasurer,  and  I 
must  say  that  I  very  much  regret  the  language 
used  by  that  honorable  gentleman.  I  regret  that 
in  the  first  Statement  he  made  he  should  think  it 
befitting  the  high  position  which  he  holds  to  hurl 
accusations  against  honorable  members  of  this 
House,  and  to  make  references  to  the  private 
positions  of  honorable  members,  which,  whether 
true  or  untrue,  ought  not  to  have  emanated  from 
him  as  a  leader  of  this  House.  That  honorable 
gentleman  should  bear  in  mind  that  when  he 
takes  his  place  on  those  benches  he  becomes  the 
representative  of  this  House,  and  that  such  lan- 
guage does  not  become  him.  A  party  claiming 
to  be  the  representatives  of  the  people,  claiming 
to  be  those  who  are  leading  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  distinsuishing  themselves  as  treat- 
ing all  portions  of  the  community  alike,  showinx 
no  distmction  on  account  of  social  position,  should 
not  throw  out  the  insinuation  against  the  honor- 
able member  for  jiigmont  that  he  must  be  in  office 
in  order  to  have  a  visible  means  of  support.  I 
regret  that  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce 
should  l&ugh  at  such  language.  If  the  qualifica- 
tion for  office  in  this  House  is  to  be  the  posses- 
sion and  worship  of  Mammon,  if  we  are  to  bow 
down  to  men  of  wealth,  and  men  of  wealth  are 
to  have  an  exclusive  right  to  office,  then  I  say 
it  is  a  bad  omen  for  the  future  of  our  public  men. 
I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  is  not  here, 
because  I  should  like  to  say  in  his  presence  what 
I  am  now  saving  in  his  absence.  I  am  sorry 
indeed,  Sir,  that  you  did  not  take  not«  of  the 
observations  which  were  made  by  him,  for  I  am 
sure  that  if  you  had  done  so  you  would  have 
made  some  reference  to  them. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honorable  member  will 
allow  me  to  say  that  I  hardly  think  it  is  proper 
Mr.Seid 


for  him  to  get  up,  some  days  after  a  remark  has 
been  made,  and  express  his  regret  that  I  had  not 
made  some  reference  to  it  at  the  time.  I  can 
only  say  that  if  such  an  expression  was  used  I  am 
sorry  that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  draw 
my  attention  to  it  at  the  time. 

Mr.  BEID.^What  I  sud  was  that  I  regretted 
you  did  not  observe  the  remarks  at  the  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  am  extremely  desirous  of 
stopping  the  use  of  improper  language  by  honor- 
able gentlemen.  I  hope  I  am  always  sufficiently 
attentive  to  my  duties.  I  say  this  in  all  kindli- 
ness, and  I  hope  the  House  will  indorse  what  I 
have  said. 

Mr.  BEID.— I  shall  be  sony  if  you,  Sir,  mil- 
understand  me.  I  was  only  saying  I  regretted 
that  you  did  not,  at  the  time,  notice  the  language 
which  was  made  use  of  by  the  honorable  gent& 
man ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  quite  sure  that, 
if  you  had  noticed  it,  you  would  have  referred  to  it. 

Mr.  SPE  AKBB.— I  have  only  to  say  that,  when 
called  on,  I  intervene ;  but,  if  I  got  up  of  my  own 
accord  on  every  occasion  when  objectionable  lan- 
guage is  used  by  honorable  members,  I  should  be 
getting  up  almost  constantly. 

Mr.  BEID. — In  reference  to  the  statements 
which  we  have  heard  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
so  far  as  they  refer  to  the  financial  position  of  the 
colony  they  are  to  a  great  extent  exaggerated,  and 
in  such  a  way  as  to  put  the  very  worst  features  of 
the  case  before  the  House  and  the  public.  I  do 
not  intend  to  follow  them  up,  because  I  think  they 
have  been  already  proved  to  be  wrong.  I  believe 
that  the  Financial  Statement  is  not  consistent  with 
itself ;  it  is  contradictory  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  very  difficult  indeed  to  find  out  what  the  real  in- 
tention of  the  Government  is.  I  cannot  help  say- 
ing that  in  that  Statement  our  financial  difficulty 
is  exaggerated,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
it  is  purposely  exaggerated,  with  *  the  view  of 
damaging  as  much  as  possible  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  late  Treasurer,  and  to  make  an  excuse 
for  this  attempt  to  seize  the  land  revenue.  It 
must  be  very  gratifying  to  those  who  have  the 
prosperity  of  the  colony  at  heart  to  find  that 
those  honorable  gentlemen,  having  put  the  matter 
in  its  Yerj  worst  light,  cannot  make  it  appear 
worse  than  this  Statement  disdoses.  To  my 
mind,  the  position  of  the  Minbtry  in  dealing  with 
this  question  may  be  well  described  as  that  which 
actuated  the  evil  spirit  portrayed  by  Ovid  as  loddne 
down  on  the  stately  temples  and  rich  harbours  S 
Athens,  and  scarcely  able  to  refrain  from  weeping 
because  she  could  not  find  anything  at  whicn  to 
weep.  They  are,  metaphorically  speaking,  weep- 
ine  because  they  cannot  put  matters  in  a  worse 
light  than  they  have  put  them  in.  The  Treasurer 
came  down,  and  has  been,  and  I  regret  to  say  the 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa  ^so  has  been  during 
the  whole  session,  croaking  a  financial  dirge  over 
an  imaginary  emptr  and  impoverished  Exchequer. 
This  being  so,  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the 
Treasurer's  Statement  discloses  our  position  in  the 
most  unfavourable  aspect.  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  advice  given  by  honorable  members  of 
this  House  in  regard  to  party  action  during  the 
present  session.  Well,  all  I  have  to  say  is  that 
party  action  in  this  House  is  becoming  so  ex- 
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treme  that  it  tends  to  do  awaj  altogether  with 
healthy  political  action.  The  honorable  member 
for  Biyerton  has  on  several  occasions  during  this 
session  read  leotarcs  to  us  in  regard  to  the  action 
of  parties  and  the  eiils  of  party  action,  but  it  in- 
Tanahly  was  the  case  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  whoever  TOted  with  his  part^  were  right, 
and  whoever  voted  in  opposition  to  his  party  were 
wrong.  Their  action  was  to  be  condemned ;  and 
all  this  took  place  while  he  was  preaching  the 
condemnation  of  party  action.  I  think  the 
k»ctures  which  that  honorable  gentleman  has 
delivered  to  the  House  this  session  ought  to 
be  taken  to  heart  by  some  honorable  members. 
The  honorable  gentleman  occasionsUv  introduces 
Scriptunl  quoUtions  into  his  speecoes;  but  it 
is  said  that  a  certain  personage  can  quote  Scrip- 
ture to  a  great  extent.  I  thmk  it  would  be  well 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  would  read  St.  Paul's 
essay  on  charity,  for  I  believe  that  in  that  essay 
he  would  find  some  sentiments  which  would  be 
beneficial  to  him  if  he  laid  them  to  heart.  The 
Premier  also,  when  speaking  on  this  question,  made 
some  reference  to  party  action.  Now,  it  appears 
to  me  that  what  that  honorable  gentleman  wishes 
is  that  we  should  have  the  American  system  of 
party  action.  I  cannot  conceive  anything  more 
destructive  to  the  independence  of  members  of 
this  House  than  that  they  should  be  compelled 
to  give  up  their  own  convictions  and  adopt 
those  of  two  or  three  honorable  gentlemen  who 
may  be  set  up  as  leaders ;  that  members  should 
give  up  their  own  honestly  •  formed  opinions 
on  all  questions,  and  vote  blindly,  as  these 
selected  leaders  may  direct;  that,  should  any 
member  judge  for  himself,  should  he  use  his 
own  judgment  and  discretion  and  decline  to  fol- 
low in  the  footsteps  of  his  party,  he  is  to  be 
subjected  to  all  the  odium  and  strong  feeling 
which  can  be  evinced  bv  the  members  of  that 
party  towards  him.  I  hope  that  is  a  state  of 
affairs  which  will  not  be  introduced  into  this 
House;  and  I  hope  that,  while  members  may 
agree  to  follow  anv  party  they  choose  on  large 
questions,  they  will  consider  that  they  are  re- 
sponsible only  to  the  constituencies  which  re- 
turned them  to  the  House.  It  has  been  said  this 
session  that  the  political  machine  is  extremely 
sensitive  ;  but  I  must  say  that,  if  it  is  very  sen- 
sitive, it  has  been  put  to  a  severe  triaL  We  have 
seen  members  voting  on  one  side  one  day  and  on 
another  side  the  next.  We  have  known  mem- 
bers, without  any  solicitation  whatever,  giving 
pledges  that  they  would  support  the  late  Gk>vem- 
ment  and  assist  them  to  get  on  with  the  business 
of  the  country,  but  who,  without  any  change 
in  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  without 
giviog  an^  satisfactory  reason  for  the  change  in 
their  opinions,  have  turned  round  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks  and  voted  against  the  party 
they  had  pledged  themselves  io  support.  A 
notable  instance  of  that  is  found  in  the  case  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  now  Colonial 
Treasurer.  I  am  sorry  that  he  is  not  now  pre- 
sent, but  I  must  say  what  I  have  to  say  regard- 
ing his  chatage  of  opinion.  That  honorable  gentle- 
man informed  us  a  few  nights  ago  that  he  had 
not  sought  a  seat  on  the  Treasury  benches,  and 


that  his  presence  there  was  not  of  his  own  seek- 
ing. That  may  be  so,  but  I  say  it  would  be  ycry 
interesting  to  know  what  induoedhim  to  take  the 
action  which  he  did  some  few  weeks  ago,  and 
which  resulted  in  his  being  placed  in  his  present 
position.  On  the  24th  August  last  that  honorable 
gentleman  attended  a  meeting  of  the  supporters 
of  the  late  (Government,  and  expressed  a  desire  to 
support  them  and  assist  them  to  get  their  mea- 
sures passed ;  >and  yet  four  weeks  afterwards  we 
find  him  leading  an  attack  on  the  Gk>vemment. 
I  should  like  to  know  the  reasons  that  induced 
him  to  change  his  opinions  so  quickly.  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  reasons  which  he  gave  in  regard 
to  the  Waka  Maori  question  were  those  which 
caused  him  to  change  lus  opinions,  because  every- 
thing he  referred  to  in  that  debate  had  occurred 
before  the  day  on  which  he  attended  the  meeting 
of  Gt)vemment  supporters.  Neither  can  I  be- 
lieve that  the  reasons  he  gave  when  moving  his 
second  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment were  those  which  induced  him  to  idter  his 
views  so  quickly.  I  believe  there  was  something 
underneath.  The  reasons  the  honorable  ^^entle- 
man  then  gave  for  having  no  confidence  in  the 
Government  were,  that  the  Gt>vemment  had 
acted  wrongly  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the 
'<Luna;"  that  there  was  no  fini^ity  in  the 
finance  of  the  CK>vemment ;  that  there  had  been 
negligence  in  connection  with  the  wreck  of  the 
ship  "  Queen  Bee  ; "  that  the  coal  fields  had  not 
been  opened  up  fast  enough  ;  and  that  the  expen- 
diture in  those  districts  which  were  represented 
by  Ministers  had  been  too  great.  I  say  that  all 
these  matters,  if  they  were  reasons  for  opposition 
to  the  Government,  were  patent  to  honorable 

ftntlemen  from  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and 
Bay  that  these  were  no  reasons  at  all  for  the 
change  which  took  place  in  his  opinion,  but,  if 
they  were  his  reasons  for  so  doing,  he  ought  to 
have  been  opposing  the  Gt>vemment  from  the 
beg|inning  of  the  session.  Sir,  the  patriotic  step 
wmch  the  honorable  gentleman  took  when  he 
accepted  a  position  wmch  was  not  of  his  own 
seeking  was  like  that  which  was  taken  by  the 
Boman  patriot,  Mettus  Curtius.  We  are  told  by 
the  historian  that  according  to  tradition  a  itiib 
chasm  opened  in  the  market-place  at  Borne,  and 
it  was  said  by  the  wise  men  that  nothing  could 
fill  it  up  but  the  greatest  riches  of  Bome.  The 
soothsayers  laid  their  heads  together  and  began 
to  consider  what  were  the  greatest  riches  of 
Bome,  and  while  they  were  discussing  the  matter 
Mettus  Curtius  appeared  on  the  scene,  fully  armed 
and  equipped,  and  exclaiming,  "  Courage  and 
arms  are  tne  greatest  wealth  of  Bome,"  he  put 
spurs  to  hb  steed,  which  leaped  into  the  chasm, 
it  immediately  closed  over  him,  and  thus  Bome 
was  saved.  The  position  that  the  present  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  was  in  was  this:  There  were 
two  wings  in  the  House,  but  they  were  divided 
by  a  deep  chasm.  In  order  to  save  the  two 
wings  a  patriot  was  required  to  step  into  the 
chasm,  and  that  patriot  was  found  in  the  per- 
son of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  Ciij 
(Mr.  Larnach).  While  the  soothsayers  of  this 
House — ^the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  and 
others— were  putting  their  heads  together  to  m- 
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certain  what  could  saTo  tbe  two  wings,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Danedin  Citj  appeared,  and 
exclaiming,  ''Sheep  and  runs  are  the  greatest 
wealth  of  Otago,"  stepped  into  the  chann,  and 
the  Opposition  were  saved.  The  reasons  which 
induced  the  honorable  gentleman  to  take  tbe  step 
be  did  in  regard  to  those  motions  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  speeches  he  delirered,  but  in  the 
action  taken  by  me  in  the  Waste  Lands  Commit- 
tee, of  which  I  was  a  member.  I  regret  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  absent  through  illness,  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  pursue  my  remarks  in  this 
direction  to  the  extent  I  would  otherwise  do. 
The  honorable  gentleman  desired  to  be  examined 
before  that  Committee  with  the  riew  of  obtaining 
an  extension  of  the  licenses  of  pastoral  tenants  in 
the  southern  district  of  Otago.  I  did  not  see 
that  there  was  any  justice  in  the  claims  set  up  on 
behalf  of  those  tenants,  and  I  opposed  any  conces- 
sion being  made  to  them  in  that  direction.  Well, 
in  the  short  space  of  one  week  after  that  decuion 
was  come  to  we  find  the  honorable  member  mor- 
ing  a  Tote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  G-OTem- 
ment.  The  action  taken  in  the  Committee  may 
hare  been  the  cause  of  this ;  and  I  think,  looking 
at  tbe  fact  that  all  the  reasons  alleged  for  carry- 
ing that  rote  of  no  confidence  bad  been  known  to 
him  from  the  beginning  of  the  session, — ^that  all 
the  reasons  adduced,  excepting  perhaps  that  with 
reference  to  the  "Queen  Bee,  were  known  for 
some  time,  and  were  known  by  him  at  the  time 
when  he  publicly  stated  his  intention  io  support 
the  late  GoTemment  and  to  assist  them  in  carry- 
ing on  the  business  to  a  speedy  conclusion, — it  is 
quite  justifiable  on  my  part  to  conclude  that  the 
action  taken  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  in 
regard  to  leasing  the  runs  in  Southland  had  some 
influence  on  tbe  course  of  his  action.  I  may  be 
wrong,  but  if  I  bad  any  doubt  on  that  point 
I  think  the  very  active  part  taken  by  an  honor- 
able gentleman  who  comes  from  a  district  of  that 
part  of  Otago— not  a  member  of  this  House,  but 
a  member  of  another  branch  of  the  Legislature — 
in  regard  to  this  question,  the  persistent  part 
taken  by  him 

Mr.  STOUT.— Name. 

Mr.  BEID. — The  honorable  member  can  sur- 
mise. I  am  not  going  to  name,  and  no  honor- 
able member  has  a  right  to  require  me  to  do  so. 
It  is  as  patent  to  every  member  of  this  House 
as  if  the  name  were  mentioned.  If  I  had  any 
doubt  about  the  matter,  the  active  part  taken 
in  the  lobbies  by  that  gentleman  in  opposition  to 
the  late  Government  in  regard  to  the  Land  Bill 
and  the  land  policy  of  the  late  Administration 
would  confirm  me  in  the  view  I  have  taken  in 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
That  being  so,  it  was  a  matter  of  satisfaction  to 
me  to  hear  from  the  honorable  member  that  it  is 
not  his  intention  to  remain  long  in  the  Govern- 
ment. I  must  be  candid  with  him  in  respect  to 
this  matter.  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  land  laws  being  carried  out,  in  the 
part  of  tbe  country  I  come  from,  faithfully  under 
his  rSgime.  No  matter  what  land  laws  we  pass 
affecting  that  part  of  the  country,  a  great  deal 
depends  upon  administration,  and  it  is  satisfac- 
tory therefore  for  me  to  hear  that  it  is  not  the 
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intention  of  the  honorable  member  to  remain  long 
in  the  Government.  His  presence  in  it  would  be 
a  menace  to  the  faithful  administration  of  our 
land  laws.  I  cannot  forget  the  action  taken  bj 
that  gentleman  and  the  other  member  I  have 
referred  to,  and  others  who  acted  with  him,  in 
1869,  when  an  Act  was  passed  which  imposed 
upon  that  part  of  the  country  grievous  burdens 
and  great  disadvantages  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
land  for  settlement.  I  cannot  forget  their  action 
in  opposing  any  amelioration  of  that  law  in  1871, 
and  their  attempt  to  prevent  it  in  1872.  I  can- 
not forget,  further,  the  action  taken  by  that  party 
to  prevent  the  opening  of  land  for  settlement  on 
deferred  payments,  and  that  when,  in  1874<,  land 
could  be  proclaimed  open  for  sale  on  deferred 
payments,  those  gentlemen  did  all  they  could,  by 
issuing  injunctions  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
otherwise,  to  prevent  it  being  allotted  to  persons 
who  desired  to  obtain  it.  Every  efibrt  has  been 
used  by  that  party  to  prevent  the  occupation  of 
our  waste  lands  by  the  yeomanry  that  I  would 
like  to  see  settled  upon  them.  They  carried 
appeals  to  England  even,  and  delayed  our  action 
in  r^;ard  to  the  settlement  of  these  lands  for 
years.  That  beiog  so,  I  say  that  the  presence  of 
the  honorable  member  in  the  Government  is  not 
assuring  to  me.  Sir,  I  will  now  refer  briefly  to 
the  Financial  Statement  made  by  tbe  honorable 
member.  The  assurance  he  gi^os  in  the  beginning 
of  this  Statement  is  satisfactory  to  me  at  afl 
events.    He  says, — 

"I  will  at  once  admit,  Sir,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  attempt  to  place  more 
clearly  before  this  House  than  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  done  all  details  in  reference  to  the 
different  loans  which  this  colony  has  from  time 
to  time  contracted ;  nor  have  I  the  time  or  the 
means,  at  this  very  late  period  of  the  session, 
to  revise  them.  The  Government  has  no  other 
course  to  adopt  but  to  accept  them." 

Although  that  statement  is  not  so  conclusive 
as  it  might  be  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  details 
given  in  the  Statement  of  the  late  Treasurer,  it  is 
so  far  confirmatory.  *  It  is,  perhaps,  as  much  as 
we  could  reasonably  expect,  seeing  the  statements 
that  have  been  made  by  the  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  whom  he  is  associated  against  the 
Financial  Statement  of  the  late  Treasurer.  Then, 
in  regard  to  our  Estimates,  he  says, — 

"I  feel  that  I  have  no  other  course  open  to  me 
at  the  present  time  than  to  accept  the  estimates 
of  expenditure  nearly  as  they  appear  in  the 
tables  recently  submitted  by  the  late  Treasurer." 

I  say  that  these  two  statements,  taken  tosetber, 
are  an  ample  justification  of  the  financial  posi- 
tion and  policy  of  the  late  Government.  Then, 
notwithstanding  the  statements  made  at  an  earlier 
part  of  the  session  in  regard  to  the  provincial 
liabilities,  which  it  was  said  the  late  Treasurer 
did  not  understand,  and  which  the  new  Treasurer 
would  immediately  put  before  us  in  a  dear  way, 
why,  what  does  the  honorable  member  jay  ?  He 
says,— 

"  The  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of 
provincial  liabilities  seems  to  be  very  great,  and 
that  of  finding  the  means  wherewith  to  liquidate 
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them  when  ascertained  Beems  to  me  to  be  still 
greater/' 

The  late  Treasurer  told  this  House  that  there 
was  great  difficulty  in  discriminating  and  deter- 
mining what  would  form  proTinciiu  liabilities : 
it  was  not  a  matter  that  could  be  determined 
until  many  of  the  works  already  authorized  were 
completed.  Then,  Sir,  the  difficulty  of  finding 
the  means  to  liquidate  them  was  no  greater  to 
the  honorable  eentleman  than  it  would  haTC 
been  to  his  predecessor.  As  to  the  expenditure, 
and  the  economy  which  has  been  Tery  loudly 
preached  by  some  honorable  members  opposite, 
and  the  extravagance  which  has  been  so  loudly 
denounced  by  others,  some  honorable  members 
denounced  the  late  GoTemment  because  the 
expenditure  was  too  lavish,  and  others  blamed 
the  QoTemment  because  their  expenditure  had 
not  been  layish  enough.  And  so  it  will  be 
with  any  GoTcrnment  who  sit  on  those  benches. 
They  will  find  that,  while  they  are  condemned 
for  spending  too  much,  they  will,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  condemned  just  as  severely  because 
they  spend  too  little.  That  has  been  the 
case,  and  it  will  always  be  the  case,  because 
different  parts  of  the  country  look  on  these 
matters  from  different  standpoints.  It  is  no  use 
to  blame  the  Qovernment  for  not  being  economi- 
cal, for  until  we  have  a  House  determined  to 
economize  and  curtail  expenditure  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  Government  to  do  so.  We  have 
now  had  placed  before  us  a  calculation  of  the 
daily  expenditure  in  excess  of  revenue.  I  think 
it  was  unfortunate  that  that  Statement  was 
put  before  this  House  and  the  people  of  the 
country.  I  say  this  because  it  is  an  unfair 
statement  of  the  case.  It  is  well  known  to  the 
honorable  member,  or,  if  it  is  not,  it  ought  to 
have  been  known  to  him  before  he  submitted 
such  a  Statement  to  the  House,  that  it  is  not  an 
annually-recurring  expenditure  that  is  calculated 
in  this  daily  expenditure.  He  might  as  well 
have  included  the  loans  we  are  incurring  for  our 
public  works — ^the  works  which  we  admit  we  are 
constructing  from  loans,  and  which  are  not  to  be 
an  ordinary  charge  upon  the  revenues  of  the 
colony.  He  might  as  well  take  in  that  expendi- 
ture into  this  Sti^tement  in  order  to  show  what 
the  daily  expenditure  would  be  over  our  revenue. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
he  did  not  deduct  the  sum  of  £661,021,  being 
the  provincial  liabilities,  and  that  he  did  not  also 
deduct  the  items  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates, 
amounting  to  £112,910,  wmch  are  not  fairly  votes 
that  would  be  annually  recurring.  They  are  not 
fairly  votes  chargeable  asainst  the  ordinary  re- 
Tenue  of  the  colon  v.  If  those  sums  are  deducted 
it  will  be  found  that  there  will  be  no  excess  of 
expenditure  whatsoever,  and  that  there  will  be 
secured  that  equilibrium  between  income  and  ex- 

Senditure  which  the  honorable  gentleman  so  much 
esires.  The  honorable  ffentleman,  in  bringing 
down  his  new  proposab,  has  referred  to  the  un- 
stable character  of  our  colonial  finance,  and  from 
that  we  were  led  to  believe  that  the  Statement 
now  before  us  would  secure  stabiUty  in  the  future. 
I  take  leave  to  doubt  that  inference.  I  see  no 
greater  stability  in  the  Statement  before  us  than 
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in  the  finance  of  the  last  few  years.  On  the 
contrary,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out  this  State- 
ment, the  finance  it  proposes  is  contradictory  and 
inconsistent,  and  It  is  impossible  for  any  honor- 
able member  to  see  what  the  state  of  the  colonial 
accounts  will  be  under  these  proposals.  For 
instance,  by  way  of  illustrating  what  I  mean,  I 
should  like  to  quote  a  few  words  from  the  State- 
ment itself  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Land  Fund.  The  first  proposition  is  that  the 
land  revenue  is  to  be  spent  by  the  local  autho- 
rities ;  then  it  is  to  be  spent  in  the  locality  from 
which  it  is  derived  ;  then  the  proceeds  are  to  be 
used  in  constructing  railways  to  open  up  these 
districts ;  and  in  a  more  advanced  passage  of 
the  Statement  the  honorable  gentleman  puts  it 
thus: — 

"Should  our  land  receipts  keep  up,  I  appre- 
hend that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  attempt  to 
raise  a  larger  revenue  .from  the  people  than  is 
now  drawn  from  them,  but,  should  that  source  of 
revenue  fall  off,  we  must  be  prepared  to  submit 
to  heavier  burdens  to  meet  our  obligations  to 
our  creditor,  and  conduct^ the  business  of  the 
country." 

If  the  land  receipts  keep  up,  and  are  to  be  da- 
voted  to  three  purposes,  I  cannot  conceive  how 
they  are  to  be  devoted  to  a  fourth — namely,  the 
reduction  of  taxation.  And  here  I  may  say,  with 
regard  to  this  proposal  to  take  the  land  revenue» 
I  entirely  agree  with  the  statement  made  this 
evening,  that  one  of  the  objects  of  seizing  this 
revenue  is  to  obviate  the  necessity,  as  is  here 
expressed,  of  increasing  taxation.  I  do  not  look 
upon  increased  taxation  as  a  boon,  and  I  think 
the  longer  we  can  avoid  it  the  better  tor  the 
country  and  the  people  in  it ;  but,  if  it  is  to  be 
avoided  by  seizing  on  the  revenues  that  belong 
to  other  parts  of  the  country,  then  I  say  it  is 
unfair  to  those  who  contribute  the  revenue  in 
those  parts ;  and  increased  taxation,  which  would 
^1  on  those  who  have  largely  benefited  from  the 
pubUo  works,  would  be  a  more  legitimate  propo- 
sition. While  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  a 
speech  delivered  a  few  nights  ago,  declared  to 
us  that  he  was  quite  prepared  to  submit  to  in- 
creased taxation,  yet  in  this  Financial  Statement 
we  are  told  that  it  is  an  evil  to  be  avoided,  and 
that  we  must  seize  the  Land  Fund  so  as  to  avoid 
it.  I  fail  to  see  why  the  industrious  man  who 
comes  out  here  and  pays  his  money  for  the  land, 
and  expects  that  the  proceeds  shall  be  devoted  to 
opening  up  the  land,  should  have  it  taken  from 
him  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  burdens  which 
have  been  incurred,  the  benefit  of  which  has  been 
chiefiy  felt  by  some  more  fortunate  proprietor. 
A  far  more  legitimateposition  to  take  up  would 
be  ^t  to  which  this  Mouse  has  already  agreed — 
namely,  to  levy  a  property  and  income  tax,  and 
to  leave  the  Land  Fund  to  be  disposed  of  by 
the  local  authorities  under  the  system  now  esta- 
blished by  law.  Then  we  are  told  that  this  is 
not  robbing  the  districts  of  their  land  revenue, 
because  they  are  to  receive  20  per  cent,  of  the 
land  sales.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  filnd  in  this  State- 
ment how  this  20  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund 
is  to  be  returned— whether  it  is  to  be  before 
or  after  the  chaigei  have  been  deducted— whether 
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it  is  to  apply  orer  the  whole  dislrict,  or  only 
within  the  respectlTe  counties  in  which  tho 
rerenae  accrues.  Nor  is  it  Tcrj  clear  under 
what  local  authority  this  expenditure  is  to  be 
made.  In  all  these  respects  the  Statement  is 
Tsgue  and  unsatisfactory.  In  regard  to  this  pro- 
posal to  give  20  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund 
to  the  districts,  I  will  assume  for  the  sake  of 
argument  that  it  is  to  be  of  the  gross  proceeds. 
Even  in  that  way  I  cannot  look  upon  it  as  any 
boon  at  all.  I  say  it  is  none.  If  you  look  how 
this  will  operate  you  will  see  that  you  might  just 
as  well  make  the  whole  Land  Fund  colonial, 
without  fixing  any  to  tho  locality,  so  far  as  tho 
district  within  which  the  rerenue  is  raised  is 
concerned.  I  haye  taken  the  trouble  to  po  over 
the  efiect  it  will  have  in  the  different  districts, 
taking  as  a  basis  the  figures  in  the  tables  of  the 
estimated  receipts  and  proposed  charges  on  the 
Land  Fund  attached  to  tlje  Financial  Statement 
of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer.  Assuming  that 
the  amounts  there  set  down  are  to  be  realized 
from  land  rerenue,  and  apportioning  20  per  cent, 
of  the  total  to  the  different  districts,  I  will  show 
the  House  how  the  proposal  will  affect  tho 
land  reyenue  of  the  Middle  Island.  In  all  tho 
cases  in  which  there  is  at  present  a  deficiency, 
that  deficiency  will  haye  to  be  made  up  either 
from  the  Land  Fund  of  other  districts  or  from 
the  consolidated  reyenue,  and  under  the  new 
proposals  that  deficiency  is  to  be  increased  to  tho 
extent  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  total  land  sales  in 
the  proyincial  district.  The  following  figures 
will  show  how  the  yarious  districts  stand  : — 
Table  showing  Land  Fund  which  will  be  payable 
to  each  Proyincial  District  under  proposals  of 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  on  basis  of  Es- 
timate of  Land  Eeyenue  and  Colonial  Charges 
nuMle  by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer : — 


20  per  Cent. 

proposed  to  he  paid 

to  District. 

Amount  to 

be  home  on 

Colonial 

Berenue. 

AUCKLAKD. 

Land  Fund   £120,500 
Charges           118,880 

20^  cent.   £24,100 
Leas  surplus    1,620 

£22,480 

SOVeent.     £4,605 
Deflciencj       6,109 

£10,714 

20  y  cent.  £12,030 
Deflciencj     28,486 

£40,516 

20  y  cent.     £3,080 
Deflciencj       8,151 

£11,231 

20  V  cent.     £3,370 
Deflciencj      11,380 

£14,750 
Carried  forward 

Surplus            £1,620 

Tasavxjci. 
Land  Fund     £23,025 
Charges             29,134 

Deflciencj        £6,109 

WSLLOrOTOH. 

LandFnnd     £60,150 
Charges             88,636 

£22,480 
£10,714 

Defioiencj      £28,486 

Hawxi's  Bay. 
Land  Fnnd      £15,400 
Charges             23,551 

Deflciencj        £8,151 

K11.SOK. 
Land  Fnnd     £16,850 
Charges             28,230 

Deflciencj       £11,380 

£40,516 
£11,231 
£14,750 

£99,691 

• 

20  per  Cent. 

proposed  to  be  paid 

to  District. 

Amount  to 

be  borne  on 

Colonial 

Berenue. 

MASLBOBOVOn. 

Land  Fund       £9,960 
Charges             16,630 

Brought  forward 

20*^  cent.     £1,990 
Deflciencj       6,680 

£8,670 

20  lucent.     £2,150 
Deflciencj     21,244 

£23,394 
20%^  cent.   £67,760 

20^  cent.    £59,020 

£99,681 

Deflciencj        £6,680 

WaSTLAKD. 

LandFnnd     £10,760 
Charges             31,994 

Deflciencj      £21,244 

Cabtbbbubt. 
LandFnnd    £338,800 
Charges            123,174 

Surphis         £215,626 

Otaoo. 
LandFnnd    £295,100 
Charges            182,978 

£8,670 
£23,394 

Surplus          £112,122 

£131,765 

Mr.  Meid 


Tlie  result  of  the  proposal  will  be,'  if  fully 
carried  into  effect  this  year,  that  the  Provincial 
Districts  of  Auckland,  Taranaki,  Wellington, 
Hawke's  Bay,  Nelson,  Marlborough,  and  West- 
land  will  receive  £131,755  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund;  that  Canterbury,  instead  of  receiving 
£215,626,  the  surplus  to  which  it  would  be 
entitled  under  the  proposals  of  the  late  Gt>yern- 
ment,  will  only  receive  £67,760,  thus  losing 
£147,866;  and  Otago,  instead  of  receiving 
£112,122,  the  surplus  to  which  it  would  have 
been  entitled,  will  only  receive  £59,020,  thus  los- 
ing £53,102.  The  Provincial  Districts  of  OUgo 
and  Canterbury  would  therefore  lose  £200,9&, 
and  the  other  provincial  districts  of  the  colony 
would  secure  £131,755,  and  the  Coloniid  Go- 
vernment would  secure  £69,113  of  the  plunder. 
Of  course  that  depends  upon  these  Estimates 
being  realized,  and  i  think  I  am  justified  in  assum- 
ing that  they  will  be.  Sir,  the  proposal  is  a  most 
ui^air  one.  I  do  not  know  how  honorable  mem- 
bers who  come  from  the  part  of  the  country  from 
which  I  come  intend  to  deal  with  these  proposals^ 
but  I  will  say  this :  If  there  is  one  question  in 
respect  to  which  the  people  of  that  provincial 
district  expect  their  representatives  to  be  true,  it 
is  the  question  of  securing  to  that  district  the 
land  revenue  now  secured  to  it  by  law.  What 
were  the  circumstances  under  which  that  policy 
was  inaugurated?  How  long  is  it  since  this 
land  revenue  has  been  made  over  to  them  by 
Statute  ?  From  1856  up  to  the  present  time,  a 
period  of  twenty-one  years,  that  land  revenue 
has  been  secured  to  them  by  Acts  of  this  As- 
sembly, which  have  been  re-enacted  time  after 
time.  Why,  no  later  than  in  1875,  when  the 
proposal  for  Abolition  was  carried,  it  was  carried 
on  the  distinct  assurance  that  the  land  revenue 
would  not  be  interfered  with,  although  there 
was  a  clumsy  proposal  with  respect  to  issuing 
Treasury  bills  in  aid  of  land  revenue.  That  pro- 
posal I  objected  to;  but  still  the  land  revenue 
was  secured  to  these  districts,  and  the  proposal 
to  issue  Treasury  bills  in  aid  of  land  revenuoi 
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irhich  WM  a  yicious  one,  was  done  away  with 
this  session.  Thafc  proposal  is  now  a  thing  of 
the  past.  There  were  no  proposals  this  jear  for 
itsaing  Treasurj-  bills  in  aid  of  land  revenue. 
Of  course,  if  proTincial  districts  are  not  able  to 
provide  the  reyenue  necessary  to  meet  expendi- 
ture on  account  of  loan  charges,  the  colony  must 
meet  the  deficiency,  but  that  is  a  very  different 
thing  Irom  saving  that  the  revenue  of  other 
districts  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose, 
only  20  per  cent,  being  given  back.  Such 
a  proposal  as  that  I  call  —  well,  I  should  not 
like  to  use  in  this  House  the  term  which  I 
thiuk  it  would  be  fitting  to  apply  to  such  a 
transaction,  or  to  those  members  from  my  part 
of  the  country  who  would  agree  to  such  a  pro- 
posal. If  the  proposal  be  agreed  to  we  shall  see 
one  of  the  effects  of  out-and-out  party  action — 
that  kind  of  action  which  compels  men  to  sacri- 
fice the  deliberate  convictions  and  opinions  they 
have  expressed,  and  the  pledges  which  they  are 
under  to  carry  out  the  views  of  their  constituents, 
in  order  to  gratify  and  secure  the  success  of  party. 
I  say,  Perish  party  when  it  causes  such  action  as 
that.  I  care  not  which  party  made  such  a  propo- 
■al,  it  should  have  my  most  strenuous  opposition, 
and,  after  all  the  speeches  we  hare  heani  in  re- 
gard to  this  'matter,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any 
member  for  the  South  can  agree  to  such  a  pro- 
posal. I  hare  heard  a  speech  in  this  House  in 
which  occurred  this  passage  :  "  Let  the  question 
be  determined,  what  is  to  constitute  political 
honor,  poUtical  honesty,  and  poUtioal  morality. 
We  have  to  determine  what  is  the  example 
to  be  given  to  New  Zealand  for  all  time." 
Sir,  this  is  the  occasion  on  which  this  example 
is  to  be  given  ;  and  let  that  be  seen  by  the  deci- 
sion to  which  we  come  on  this  question.  Do  not 
let  the  Proyincial  District  of  Ota  go  be  robbed 
of  its  rights — a  district  which  has  husbanded  its 
land  revenue  and  endeavoured  to  promote  settle- 
ment, and  which  has  not  hurried  the  sale  of  its 
land  to  secure  largo  rerenues,  as  an  adjoining 
district  ha^  done.  It  has  been  a  standing  re- 
proach against  us  in  the  minds  of  some  people 
that  Otago  has  not  opened  its  land  more  freely. 
I  say  that  a  district  like  this  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected, and  its  land  revenue  ought  not  to  be  swept 
away  in  the  plundering  process  now  proposed  to 
the  House.  To  do  so  is  treating  the  district  with 
great  unfaimeis  and  injustice,  and  I  am  doubtful 
irhether  such  a  scheme  will  not  defeat  itself. 
The  people  have  bought  land  in  that  district  in 
the  full  beUef  that  the  land  revenue  would  eo  to 
make  their  lands  accessible  to  them ;  ana  the 
effect  of  this  proposition,  if  carried,  will  be  to 
ioterfere  with  the  sale  of  land,  and  to  the  extent 
that  you  interfere  with  the  profitable  occupation 
of  land  you  interfere  eventually  with  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  country.  I  regret  that  I  have 
taken  up  the  time  of  the  House  so  long,  but  I 
feel  very  strongly  that  the  action  it  is  proposed 
to  take  will  be  most  injurious  to  that  part  of  the 
colony  from  which  I  come,  and  I  ask  honorable 
members  to  leave  party  considerations  out  of 
the  question,  and  vote  on  this  question  on  its 
merits.  It  ispQssible  that  there  may  be  on  this 
tide  of  the  Mouse  many  members  who  are  in 


favour  of  this  proposal ;  but  I  say  this :  that  no 
inatter  who  there  may  be,  or  how  many  there 
may  be,  in  &vour  of  it,  I  look  upon  it  as  an  act 
of  gross  injustice,  and  it  is  one  against  which 
I  shall  decidedly  record  my  vote.  I  need  not 
dwell  further  on  that  point ;  but  there  is  one 
matter  in  regard  to  the  Government  itself  which 
I  wish  to  allude  to.  Reference  has  been  made  to 
the  waste  of  time,  and  it  has  been  charged  against 
members  of  the  Opposition  that  they  have  ob- 
structed business.  How  such  a  charge  can  be 
brought  with  truthfulness  or  with  any  feeling  of 
reality  in  the  minds  of  those  who  make  it  I  can- 
not conceive.  Since  we  have  been  on  this  side  of 
the  House  we  have  been  urging  the  Gk>vemment 
to  bring  forward  their  measures,  and  have  been 
willing  to  give  them  our  support  in  taking  them 
through. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Oh. 

Mr.  REID. — An  honorable  member  says  "Oh." 
Why,  we  have  a  majority  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  They  could  not  have  passed  a  single 
measure  had  it  not  been  for  our  assistanoo. 
What  has  caused  the  waste  of  timeP  Why, 
when  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  was  tabled, 
instead  of  meeting  it  fairly  and  putting  up 
their  men  to  speak  and  to  oner  ar^ments,  they 
brought  forward  all  sorts  of  questions  wiUi  the 
object  of  securing  delay.  There  were  the  usual 
questions  of  privilege  raised,  and  we  had  thia 
great  constitutional  dispute  with  the  Governor. 
That  was  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  as  a  most  important  matter. 
He  brought  it  up  on  several  occasions.  Where 
is  that  constitutional  question  now — that  great 

?[uestion  upon  which  depended  the  liberties  and 
reedom  of  this  House  and  the  people  ?  It  has 
dropped  into  oblivion  now  that  it  has  served  its 
purpose.  It  is  gone.  Time  was  unmistakably 
wasted  over  that;  and,  having  brought  up  this 
bogus  matter  one  day,  an  adjournment  was  ob- 
tained in  order  that  they  might  oonsider  it. 
Tlie  Government' came  down  in  a  hurry  next  day 
and  snatched  a  division,  in  order  to  save  them- 
selves from  expulsion  from  those  benches,  and 
notwithstanding  that  three  members  who  would 
have  voted  against  them  were  absent  they  were 
only  saved  by  the  casting  vote  of  Mr.  Speaker. 
Then  when,  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  in  order  to 
test  the  matter  fairly  without  reopening  the  full 
discussion,  another  motion  was  brought  forward, 
how  were  we  met  ?  We  were  met  again  by  the 
motion  being  put  as  low  on  the  Order  Paper  as 
possible.  A  motion  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East,  who  always  comes  in 
to  assist  the  Government  in  its  difficulties,  for 
placing  a  sum  of  money  on  the  Kstimates  to 
defray  the  cost  of  a  representative  going  to  the 
Paris  Exhibition — that  motion  was  talked  until 
the  hour  of  half-past  five,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
coming  forward.  And^  so  the  time  has  been 
wasted.  When  they  were  in  opposition  they 
wasted  time,  and  since  they  have  been  in  office 
they  have  done  the  same ;  but  what  else  can  be 
expected  of  a  Government  who  are  in  a  minority 
—who  stuck  fast  to  office  on  the  casting  vote  of 
Mr.  Speaker,  notwithstanding  the  distinct  aieur- 
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anoe  that  several  honorable  members  who  were 
looked  out  would,  had  ther  been  able,  hare  re- 
corded their  Totea  against  them  ?  We  were  pre- 
pared to  assist  in  passing  the  important  Bills  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  which  were  left  there  by 
the  honorable  gentlemen's  predecessors ;  but  I 
fear  that,  notwithstanding  the  time  that  has  been 
spent  on  some  of  those  measures,  the  result  will 
be  that  they  will  not  beoome  law  this  session.  I 
doubt  much  whether  any  Land  Bill  will  become 
law,  and  if  none  is  passed  this  session  the  effect 
on  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  I  come  will 
be  Tery  serious  indeed,  and  will  be  felt  for  many 
years  to  come.  I  hare  only  to  say  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  for  seizing  the  mnd 
rerenue  of  the  Middle  Island  will  receive  my  most 
strenuous  opposition  at  eveiy  turn.  There  is  no 
sense  of  fairness  in  them.  With  regard  to  dis- 
tricts the  revenue  of  which  is  not  sufficient  to  bear 
their  expenditure  the  colony  must  see  that  the 
deficiency  is  paid,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  the 
revenues  of  another  part  of  the  country  should 
be  taken  to  enrich  them. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Sir,  the  criticism  that  has  been 
passed  upon  the  Financial  Statement  is  not  a 
eritioism  addressed  to  this  House.  That,  I  think, 
has  been  reoognized  all  through  this  debate.  It 
it  what  we  might  term  nevrspaper  leading-article 
criticism,  addressed  to  the  constituencies.  That 
has  been  the  whole  style  of  the  speeches  of  the 
honorable  member  for  £gmont  and  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri.  If  I  understand  party 
action  aright,  the  criticism  of  a  Financial  State- 
ment shovdd  be  based  upon  an  entirely  different 
principle.  -When  one  party  brings  down  a  policy 
it  should  not  be  met  by  the  other  party  with  little 
carping  oritioisms  about  this  sum  being  wrongly 
added  up  and  that  sum  being  omitted.  The 
policy  is  attacked,  and,  if  there  is  a  party  in 
opposition  which  has  a  policy  to  submit,  it  comes 
down  with  a  distinct  motion,  stating  that  the 
policy  of  the  GK>vemment  is  unsatisfa^ry.  But 
what  do  we  see  here  P  The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition comes  down,  and  in  a  speech  of  two  hours 
makes  a  long  carping  criticism,  but  entirely  ig- 
nores the  main  policy.  The  great  part  of  the 
honorable  gentleman's  speech  merely  amounted 
to  a  wail  that  Auckland  was  getting  nothing  and 
that  Otago  was  getting  everrthing.  That  was 
the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  of  his  criticism  of  the 
policy.  And  now  we  have  the  process  reversed : 
the  honorable  member  for  the  l&ieri  comes  down 
and  makes  the  opposite  complaint  that  Auckland 
is  to  get  everything  and  Otago  nothing.  How  can 
one  understand  this  from  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
idtion  P  If  this  policy,  which  has  been  termed  one 
of  spoliation,  is  wrong,  what  poli^have  those 
honorable  members  to  propose  P  What  do  they 
propose  P  I  will  deal  first  with  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont.  He 
assumes  that  he  alone  is  fit  to  be  a  leader  of  this 
House,  and  he  actually  has  the  audacity — to  use 
the  word  of  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Inveroargill— to  contrast  himself  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames.  Sir,  I  will  auote 
an  opinion  given  bv  a  leading  member  of  the 
House  in  a  debate  last  year  upon  the  qualifica- 
tiont  of  those  two  honorable  gentlemen.  Let  ua 
Mr,neid 


hear  what  this  honorable  gentleman  says  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames :  "  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  the  honorable  gentieman 
whom  we  have  the  honor  now  to  lead  our  party 
is  quite  competent  to  hold  his  own  with  any 
other  member  of  this  House,  I  care  not  who 
he  is."  That  is  what  a  leading  member  of  the 
Opposition  said  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames ;  and  this  is  what  he  says  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont : — 

"  Then  the  Minister  for  Immigration :  well,  I 
may  say  that  he  is  a  very  energetic,  active,  and 
valuable  gentleman  on  those  benches,  but  I  think 
he  is  too  much  imbued  with  an  imperious  turn  of 
mind  to  conciliate  or  work  in  sympathy  with  the 
people.  If  he  conceives  a  thing  to  be  rieht,  it 
must  be  carried  out.  It  is  ri^t;  therefore  it 
must  be  done.  I  am  afraid  he  does  not  give 
sufficient  attention  as  to  whether  his  views  of 
duty  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  people 
themselres.  True  statesmanship  is  shown  in 
dealing  with  matters  in  which  the  sympathies 
and  prejudices  of  the  people  ara  involved,  add  in 
dealmg  with  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  carry  the 
sympathy  of  the  people  with  you.** 

That  was  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Taieri  when  he  contrasted  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  last  year.  The  one,  he  said,  stood 
the  highest  among  aU  the  members  of  the  House, 
and  the  other  was  of  an  imperious  turn  of  mind, 
having  no  sympathy  with  the  people  and  no 
statesmanship.  Now,  I  should  like  to  know 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Esmont  ever 
did  in  Parliament  before  he  occupied  a  seat  on 
the  Qovemment  benches.  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  look  through  the  pages  of  Hazard 
subsequent  to  his  election  in  1872  to  find  what 

Sropoeals  he  made  in  this  House  and  what  action 
e  took.  I  may  remark,  first,  that  he  came  here 
as  a  pledged  supporter  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru,  so  strong  a  supporter  that,  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  asked  for  a  dis- 
solution in  that  year,  he  said  that,  if  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  had  been  present,  he 
would  have  had  an  additional  vote,  and  his  Go- 
vernment would  have  been  ousted  by  one  only. 
What  did  the  honorable  member  do  P  The  posi- 
tion he  took  up  in  the  House  was  a  veiy  poor 
one.  It  is  true  he  spoke  in  the  debate  on  the 
reduction  of  the  gold  duty,  and  his  remedy  for 
a  reduction  of  taxation  was  that  the  gold  duty 
should  be  reduced.  Then  he  spoke  on  the  Tarin 
Bill,  wishing  it  to  be  distinctlv  understood  that 
he  did  that  not  as  a  supporter  of  the  Government. 
He  was  then  in  opposition,  and  he  remained  in 
opposition  until  tnat  famous  wire-pulling  ar- 
rangement in  which  Mr.  Studholme  was  con- 
cerned with  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru. 
Then  he  went  over,  and  then  we  had  set  us  the 
example  of  selecting  members  of  a  Ministry  dur- 
ing a  recess,  when  a  gentleman  was  taken  from 
the  Ciril  Service  and  put  into  the  Ministry  in 
order  again  to  please  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru,  that  eentleman  being  the  honorable 
member  for  Eaiapoi.  That  has  been  the  action 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont.  I  now 
oome  to  deal  with  his  views  as  to  the  policy  of 
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1870,  and  I  must  say  that  it  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary thing  to  hear  a  gentleman  who  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that  policy,  who  was  elected 
to  oppose  it,  taking  credit  for  what  was  done  in 
1870.  Could  assurance  any  further  go?  The 
majority  of  the  late  Ministry  were  opposed  to 
the  policy  of  1870.  The  honorahle  gentleman 
started  by  saying  that  the  poli(^  of  the  late  Go- 
yefnment  was  not  the  policy  of  1870,  although 
their  action  was  the  same.  Then  he  gare  us  some 
statistics  about  road-making  and  the  introduction 
of  immigrants,  which  were  all  inaccurate.  He 
said,  for  example,  that  100,000  immigrants  had 
been  introduced,  and  that  2,800  miles  of  road  had 
been  made.  I  find  that  only  78,475  immigrants 
have  been  introduced;  that  only  2,031  mues  of 
road  haTe  been  made  ;  and  so  on  as  to  the  rest  of 
his  figures.  The  honorable  gentleman  next  look 
great  credit  to  himself  for  the  alteration  he  had 
made  in  the  finances  of  the  colony,  and  he  pointed 
out  that  the  policy  of  the  late  Ck)Temment  was  a 
&kr-seeing  one.  As  to  the  change  in  the  finances 
of  the  colony,  what  change  did  he  make  P  The 
only  change  he  made  was  that,  instead  of  making 
permanent  appropriations  for  ntilways,  he  charged 
the  whole  sum  upon  the  Appropriation  Act. 
What  ohanee  was  that  ?  If  tne  House  chooses 
to  pass  an  Appropriation  Act,  saying  that  a  cer- 
ts in  sum  out  of  any  loan  shall  be  appropriated 
for  the  formation  of  railways,  instead  of  voting 
so  much  this  year  and  so  much  the  next,  what 
right  has  the  honorable  gentleman  to  claim  credit 
for  that  ?  Another  statement  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  that  he  was  going  to  do 
something  great  with  reference  to  the  floating 
debt.  He  first  said  that  it  was  a  desirable  thing ; 
then  he  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  an  undesirable 
thing ;  and,  finally,  be  sat  down  without  letting 
the  House  know  which  he  really  beheyed  to  be  bet- 
ter. Bat  if  a  floating  debt  was  a  desirable  thing, 
why  did  the  honorable  gentleman  take  credit  for 
the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  which  was  to  get  rid 
of  the  Treasury  bills  P  and  if  it  was  an  undesirable 
thing  to  hare  a  floating  debt,  how  was  it  the 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  discorer  that  before 
be  got  into  the  cool  shades  of  opposition  ?  Then 
as  to  the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill.  Does  any 
one  mean  to  say  that  New  Zealand  is  to  be  made 
one  shilling  richer  by  the  passing  of  that  Bill  ? 
Are  we  to  get  any  sums-  of  money  from  the 
Bnglish  creditor  for  nothing  ?  Not  at  all.  The 
Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  is  merely  another 
method  of  raising  money. 

Mr.  RSID.— We  shall  get  it  at  a  lower  rate  of 
interest. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  doubt  yeiy  much  whether  it 
will  haye  that  effect.  The  only  effect  of  the  Bill 
will  be  that,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury  bills,  we 
shall  increase  the  permanent  debt  of  the  colony ; 
but,  to  hear  the  way  honorable  members  talk,  one 
would  suppose  that  the  moneyed  men  of  London 
were  going  to  giye  us  large  sums  of  money  because 
we  haye  passed  the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill. 
Then  the  honorable  gentleman  took  great  credit 
for  his  far-seeine  finance.  I  scarcely  kdow  how  to 
oharaoterixe  su(m  a  statement  as  that.  I  say  that 
there  has  not  been  a  year  during  which  this  con- 
tinuous Minifltfy  h»y«  been  in  oflloe  that  their 


financial  proposals  haye  not  been  changed.  They 
came  down  with  a  proposal  in  1870  that  a  capi- 
tation allowance  of  £2  a  head  should  be  given 
to  the  provinces  for  the  first  year,  and  it  was 
gradually  to  be  reduced  until  it  came  down  to 
30s.,  and  then  it  was  to  be  reduced  no  lower. 
That  was  to  be  the  limit.  That  was  what  was 
seen  in  the  distance  in  this  far-seeing  finance. 
Then  they  saw  in  the  distance  the  great  returns 
that  were  to  be  got  from  the  railways.  In  ten 
years  from  the  initiation  of  the  scheme  they  were 
to  pay  the  interest  on  loans ;  but  not  a  single 
result  has  come  out  that  was  predicted.  Well, 
then,  what  happened  in  I87l  P  The  charges  per 
head  were  altered.  Then  we  come  to  the  Aboli- 
tion policy  of  1875,  and,  according  to  the  Act 
passed  in  that  year,  there  was  to  be  a  certain  fixed 
relationship  existing  between  the  different  pro- 
vincial districts  and  the  colony.  But  what  hap- 
pened in  1876  P  This  same  Treasurer,  wno 
pledged  his  solemn  word  that  the  Abolition  Act 
of  1875  should  not  be  altered,  brought  down 
the  Financial  Arrangements  Act;  but  here,  he 
told  us,  we  were  to  have  finality.  "  True,"  he 
said,  **  we  have  to  alter  the  Act  of  1875,  but 
here  is  a  Medo-Persian  law,  which  will  not  re* 
quire  to  be  altered."  But  what  happened  in 
1877  P  He  comes  down  with  a  proposal  to  alter 
the  Act  of  1876,  which  was  never  to  be  altered. 
And  this  is  what  he  calls  *'  far-seeing  finance."  It 
was  a  far-seeing  finance  with  no  principle.  There 
was  no  back-bone  in  it.  It  was  a  shifting,  wrig- 
gUng  thing  you  could  not  get  hold  of.  Yet  they 
scraped  t(^ether  sufficient  votes  in  the  lobby  to 
carry  it  through  so  far.  Exactly  the  same  thing 
happened  in  regard  to  their  Native  Land  BilL 
They  found  it  would  not  pass ;  but  did  they  stick 
to  their  policy  P  No ;  it  was  like  their  financial 
policy  of  1876.  They  vrriggled  out  of  it.  And 
these  are  the  far-seemg  statesmen.  Take  their 
policy  of  1877,  as  shadowed  forth  in  their  Finan-  , 
cial  Statement.  Is  there  any  finality  there  P  No- 
body can  say  there  is.  But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  has  given  the  reason  why  there 
coidd  be  no  finality.  He  allied  himself  with  a 
party  whose  views  were  as  far  apart  as  the  poles 
asunder.  How  could  we  find  finality  where  we 
find  a  Q-overnment  divided  on  the  question  of 
the  Land  Fund,  upon  which  hinges  the  finances 
of  the  colony  P  Sir,  finality  was  impossible.  And 
now  the  honorable  ^ntleman  makes  a  wail  about 
the  position  in  which  Otago  is  placed ;  but,  I 
would  ask,  who  has  placed  Otago  in  that  position  P 
Why,  the  honorable  gentleman  is  one  of  those 
who  have  done  it.  I  say  that,  as  ^  as  the  Otago 
members  are  concerned,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  not  betrayed  his  party  and  gone  over  to 
the  Q-ovemment  we  might  have  been  able  to 
dictate  our  own  policy.  As  soon  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  saw  that  his  own  party  was 
beaten,  he,  without  consulting  any  of  those  with 
whom  he  had  worked  for  years,  went  over 
and  joined  the  then  Q-ovemment.  And  now  he 
wails  over  what  has  happened!  I  say  that, 
if  Otago  has  suffered,  it  has  been  caused  to 
suffer  through  the  actions  of  its  own  repre- 
sentatives. I  hear  the  honorable  member  for 
Inveroargill  say,  ''Hear,  hear,"  and  I  am  gkd 
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tbat  he  agrees  with  me.  Before  I  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  Land  Fund  I  wish  to  give  another 
example  of  the  far-seeing  finance  of  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer.  The  honorahle  member  for 
the  Taieri  has  given  us  a  lot  of  figures  to-night. 
I  suppose  he  has  been  so  accustomed  to  take 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  says  as 
true  that  he  thinks  his  estimates  are  correct.  He 
seems  to  have  made  his  calculations  to-night  on 
the  assumption  that  the  estimated  receipts  from 
the  Land  Fund  will  be  correct.  How  fallacious 
tbat  is !  We  find  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer 
coming  down  with  the  statement  that  he  was  to 
receive  from  the  Auckland  land  sales  this  year 
no  less  a  sum  than  £120,000,  and  from  licenses 
issued  in  Auckland  £500,  making  a  total  of 
£120,500.  Now,  Sir,  from  a  return  which  has 
been  prepared,  we  find  that  the  actual  amount 
received  from  the  land  sales  in  Auckland  for  the 
last  quarter  is  £373  7s.  8d.  Why,  the  thing  is  a 
perfect  faroe.  And  yet  this  is  called  far-seeing 
finance.  A  man  to  be  a  Treasurer  should  be  able 
to  look  into  the  distance  and  estimate  what  his 
revenue  will  be.  The  man  wbo  can  do  that  is  a 
man  who  shows  that  he  has  a  proper  knowledge 
of  finance.  I  say  that  not  one  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer's  estimates  for  last  year  came  out 
correct.  As  regards  Auckland,  we  find  that, 
instead  of  having  received  £30,000  from  land 
sales  for  the  quarter,  the  amount  actually  received 
is  the  magnificent  sum  of  £373  7s.  8d.  Again, 
with  regard  to  Otago.  Otago,  according  to  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer,  was  to  get  something 
like  £300,000  from  the  land  sales  for  the  year. 
But  what  is  the  fact  ?  Why,  that  the  amount 
realized  for  the  quarter  is  £51,000.  Therefore 
the  estimate  is  about  £100,000  out  for  the  year. 
Auckland  also  would  be  about  £100,000  short  on 
the  year.  That  is  a  sample  of  their  far-seeing 
finance.  Now,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
complained  that  certain  newspaper  correspon- 
dents have  dealt  very  severelv  with  the  late  GK>- 
vernment.  Well,  Sir,  we  all  know  that  newspaper 
correspondents  are  very  severe  sometimes,  and  we 
know  also  that  they  sometimes  say  what  is  in- 
correct. There  is  a  colonial  journal  in  Welling- 
ton which  has  sometimes  stat«d  what  was  incor- 
rect with  regard  to  the  Ministry,  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  never  found  fault  with  it  on  those 
occasions.  It  is  even  doing  it  now.  It  has  been 
the  custom  of  the  Wellington  Press  to  abuse 
•ome  honorable  members  of  this  House.  I  was 
looking  over  a  file  of  Wellington  papers  the  other 
day,  and  I  found  that  the  Press  was  not  any  more 
merciful  to  honorable  members  than  it  is  now. 
One  of  the  papers  printed  in  1865  referred  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikato  as  "the 
darling  stump  orator  of  the  Auckland  roughs." 
That  seems  to  have  been  the  style  of  the  Welling- 
ton Press  for  a  long  time  back.  Members  who 
come  here  have  to  put  up  with  a  great  deal  of 
abuse,  such  as  no  respectable  journal  in  Eng- 
land would  admit  into  its  columns.  It  has  been 
ftated  that  some  of  the  objectionable  articles 
which  have  appeared  in  the  Wellington  papers 
have  been  written  by  -Pome  of  the  colleagues 
of  the  honorable  meraber  for  the  Taieri.  I 
do  not  think  that,  on  the  whole,  he  haa  any 
Mr,  Siout 


cause  for  complaint  against  the  Press.  The 
honorable  gentleman  talks  about  newspaper  cor- 
respondents, but  what  has  that  question  to  do 
with  a  discussion  on  the  financial  proposals  of 
the  Government  ?  The  fact  that  a  correspondent 
of  the  Otago  Daily  Times  has  made  certain  state- 
ments has  nothing  to  do  with  the  financial  ques- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman  has  endeavoured 
to  show  that  the  reason  why  the  present  Colonial 
Treasurer  left  his  party — though  I  do  not  think 
he  ever  belonged  to  that  party — and  went  against 
the  late  Gt}vemment,  and  proposed  motions  of 
want  of  confidence  in  them,  was  thai  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Taieri  went  against  the 
extension  of  the  Southland  leases.  I  ask  honor- 
able gentlemen,  and  especially  those  who  are 
members  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  if 
greater  nonsense  was  ever  talked.  How  did  the 
division  go  when  the  question  was  brought  up  in 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  ?  There  were  fire 
members  of  the  Committee  who  voted  against  it 
— namely,  Messrs.  Ballance,  Lumsden,  Beid, 
Thomson,  and  myself.  Three  of  those  gentle-  . 
men  now  belong  to  the  Government  party.  Then 
who  carried  the  motion  for  the  extension  of  the 
leases  ?  It  was  carried  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's own  party.  This  motion  was  affiled  to 
by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  on  the  19th 
September,  1877,  and  the  first  movement  made 
by  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  to  oust  the 
late  Ministrv  was  made  eight  davs  afterwards. 
Why  should  he,  if  this  proposal  was  actually 
earned  by  supporters  of  the  late  Government,  go 
and  take  office  under  a  leader  who  has  cone 
against  the  extension  not  only  of  the  SoutfaJand 
leases,  but  also  of  the  Canterbury  leases?  I 
think  the  honorable  member  had  better  say  as 
little,  as  possible  regarding  the  proceedings  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee.  What  did  he  do  in  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  in  connection  with  the 
Canterbury  runs  ?  Why,  he  proposed  that  the 
assessment  should  be  one  shilling  a  head,  and  he 
got  the  Committee  to  agree  to  it.  Then  the  ques- 
tion was  brought  up  again,  and  the  assessment 
was  reduced  to  ninepence  per  head.  Then,  when 
the  honorable  member  for  Invercargill,  in  his 
place  in  the  House,  proposed  that  the  assessment 
should  be  restored  to  one  shilling,  what  did  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  do  ?  Why,  to 
the  surprise  of  every  member  in  the  House,  he 
got  up  and  voted  for  the  ninepence.  And  yet  he 
says  tbat  this  is  a  squatters'  Government!  He 
says  it  is  a  Government  which  has  got  into  office 
because  it  has  the  support  of  the  squatters! 
And  what  did  he  do  in  regard  to  the  extension 
of  the  leases?  We  proposed  that,  instead  of 
giving  leases  up  to  1890,  they  should  be  made 
to  expire  at  the  end  of  five  years.  Then  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  when  the  ques- 
tion came  to  the  vote,  walked  into  the  lobby  and 
said  he  was  convinced  that  the  extension  of  the 
leases  was  the  proper  thing.  He  voted  for  the 
motion  i;hat  the  leases  should  be  current  until 
1890;  and  yet  he  says  that  this  Government 
is  a  "squatter"  Government.  Was  ever  such 
bunkum  talked  in  this  House  before?  Now, 
with  reference  to  the  Southland  leases.  When 
they  came  on  for    discussion   when  the  Land 
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Bill  was  in  Committee,  what  was  the  pro- 
posal of  the  GoTemment?  Did  they  propose 
that  this  extension  of  leases  should  he  granted  ? 
No.  No  such  amendment  was  erer  moved,  and 
no  such  amendment  has  even  heen  proposed.  Yet 
he  talks  ahout  this  Q-ovemment,  ana  calls  it  a 
"squatter"  Goremment.  Then,  I  afik  him  how 
the  late  GoTemment  Toted  with  reference  to  the 
squatters.  Take  that  clause  in  the  Land  Bill 
which  gave  power  to  the  Waste  Lands  Boards,  if 
they  saw  people  buying  land  for  purposes  of 
speculation.  It  was  proposed  by  himself  to  give 
power  to  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  to  stop  that 
sort  of  thing  by  taking  land  out  of  the  epecirtators* 
hands ;  but  when  the  question  comes  before  the 
Committee  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru 
gets  up  and  makes  a  protest  against  it.  Then 
the  honorable  member  for  Egi\iont,  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive,  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Eaia- 
poi  all  Tot-o  against  it.  They  all  voted  against 
the  Minister  for  Lands  on  that  occasion.  They, 
in  fact,  went  into  the  lobby  at  the  dictation  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Timaru.  I  assert  that, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  tlie  late  Opposition,  which 
stuck  to  the  honorable  gentlemhn  when  his  Land 
Bill  was  in  Committee,  it  would  not  have  been 
passed  through  at  all,  and  none  of  those  liberal 
provisions  which  it  now  contains  would  have  been 
left  in  it.  Although  ho  knows  all  these  thing?, 
ho  calls  this  Government  a  squatters*  Govern- 
ment. He  says  that  they  have  been  put  in  ofBce 
and  are  kept  iu  office  by  the  squat tera.  Why, 
the  idea  is  one  of  the  most  preposterous  I  have 
yet  heard.  I  shall  now  speak  with  refei*ence  to 
the  Land.  Fund.  The  honorable  member  who 
last  spoke  has  made  two  propositions  which  are 
utterly  irreconcilable.  His  first  argument  was 
that  it  was  unfair  to  those  who  had  purchased 
land  in  settled  districts  on  the  understanding 
that  out  of  new  lands  sold  they  were  to  get  part 
of  the  proceeds  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads 
— it  was  an  unfair  thing  to  them  to  take  the  land 
revenue  and  make  it  colonial,  because  they  pur- 
chased the  land  on  the  distinct  understanding 
that  the  land  revenue  was  to  remain  with  the 
provincial  district,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to 
break  that  honorable  engagement.  That  was  his 
first  proposition.  Immediately  afterwards  ho 
said  that  the  only  course  to  adopt,  instead  of 
taking  the  Land  Fund,  was  to  tax  those  who 
bought  and  improved  the  land.  These  two 
things  are  totally  irreconcilable,  because,  if  it 
is  an  improper  thing  to  take  the  Land  Fund 
because  of  those  who  bought  the  land  in  the 
past,  how  can  it  be  a  proper  thing  to  tax  those 
who  bought  the  land  in  the  past  ?  Now  I  deal 
with  the  question  as  affecting  Otago.  Let  us  see 
the  loss  to  Otago  if  this  proposal  is  carried  out. 
The  Government  proposal  is  to  give  20  per  cent., 
or  one-fifth,  to  the  district.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment, if  the  land  revenue  in  Otago  comes  up  to 
£200,000  a  year — and  I,  for  one,  do  not  think  it 
will  exceed  that,  unless  the  land  is  sacrificed — 
Otago  will  get  £40,000  a  year.  Well,  under  tho 
proposal  of  the  late  Government,  Otago  was  only 
to  get  £112,000  if  the  land  revenue  came  up  to 
about  £300,000  a  year.     If  the  land  revenue 


came  up  to  only  £200,000  a  year,  Otago  would 
get  somewhere  about  £15,000  or  £20,000.  Under 
the  proposcds  of  the  present  Government,  if  the 
land  revenue  only  came  to  £200,000,  Otago  would 
get  £40,000  :  thus  Otago  would  gain  £20,000. 

Mr.  REID.— Where  from  ?  * 

Mr.  STOUT.— Where  from !  That  was  one  of 
the  beauties  of  the  Financial  Statement  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  the  other  night. 
According  to  him  the  colony  was  going  to  be 
ruined  because  of  the  colonialization  of  the  Land 
Fund.  He  said  to  this  House,  "If  you  take 
over  the  Land  Fund,  and  make  it  colonial  pro- 
perty under  the  proposals  of  the  Government,  the 
colony  will  go  to  the  bad  £370,000."  His  state- 
ment was  something  like  what  one  finds  in  Scrip- 
ture. When  the  children  of  Israel  were  in  the 
Wilderness  of  Sin,  tho  more  manna  they  got  the 
less  they  had.  So  it  appears  that  the  more  Land 
Fund  the  colony  gets,  the  worse  off  is  the  colony. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  Land  Fund,  I  stated 
in  this  House  last  year,  and  I  stated  before  in 
this  House,  that  I  considered  the  most  important 
question  in  dealing  with  State  lands  was  not  the 
question  of  finance,  but  the  question  of  settle- 
ment. I  have  said,  and  I  still  assert,  that 
it  will  soon  become  the  bounden  duty  of  this 
colony  to  see  that  those  vast  tracts  of  land  that 
have  passed  into  private  hands  shall  bo  split  up 
and  occupied  by  tlio  settlement  of  the  people.  I 
say  that,  looking  at  the  peculiar  way  in  which 
landed  property  differs  from  all  other  property, 
you  can  get  the  highest  authority  among  political 
economists  in  favour  of  the  State  taking  such  a 
course.  I  might  also  cite  the  authority  of  one 
who  in  this  House  may  be  considered  a  strong 
Conservative.  I  remember  that  in  1870  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  proposed  that  private 
land  should  be  taken  by  the  State,  and  settle- 
ment forced  on  it  against  the  will  of  the  owners. 
I  do  not  speak  even  in  reference  to  Crown  lands, 
but  also  in  reference  to  the  private  lands  of  the 
colony,  and  I  maintain  that  the  State  should 
insist  that  the  land  should  only  be  held  in  small 
holdings,  and  not  in  vast  blocks.  When,  the 
other  night,  I  moved  in  the  direction  of  that  being 
carried  out  in  the  Waste  Lands  Bill,  from  whom 
did  I  get  any  support  ?  When  I  proposed  that 
no  one  holding  more  than  2,000  acres  should  be 
allowed  to  buy  from  the  State,  under  the  system 
of  deferred  payments,  any  of  those  vast  pastoral 
blocks,  varying  from  500  to  5,000  acres,  from 
whom  did  I  get  any  support?  Did  I  get  any 
support  from  the  Opposition — from  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Taieri  or  those  members 
with  whom  he  is  allied  ?  No.  They  all  voted 
dead  against  me.  And  yet  they  say  they  are  in 
favour  of  the  land  being  cut  up  into  small  blocks. 
I  have  stated  that  I  look  upon  the  settlement  of 
the  land  as  of  primary  importance,  and  upon  tho 
land  revenue  as  of  secondary  importance.  But 
I  would  point  out  that  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Bangitikei  and 
carried — namely,  that  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
amount  received  from  deferred-payment  holders 
shall  be  spent  within  the  deferred-payment  block 
— will  do  more  for  settlement,  wUl  do  more  to 
help  those  who  are  struggling  in  order  to  make 
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a  home  for  themselves  in  a  small  way,  than  anj 
proposal  eyer  before  made.  It  means  that  those 
who  go  upon  small  deferred-pajment  areas  to 
begin  the  occapation  of  farmers  will  haye  roads 
mide,  and  will  be  able  to  get  away  their  produce. 
What  have  they  to  do  now  ?  For  making  roads 
they  have  to  depend  upon  the  County  Council, 
and  perhaps  they  have  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
votes  to  put  a  member  into  the  County  Council, 
or  even  mto  a  Boad  Board.  I  know  many  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  have  no  road  to  their  land, 
and  consequently  they  live  in  poverty,  because 
they  cannot  get  their  produce  away.  The  pro- 
posal I  refer  to,  if  carried  out  in  its  entirety, 
will  settle  the  Land  Fund  question ;  because  what 
will  be  the  result  ?  I  hope  to  see  all  the  remain- 
ing lands  in  this  colony  that  are  available  for 
agricultural  purposes  absolutely  reserved  for 
settlement  by  small  farmers  on  small  areas,  so 
that  not  one  acre  shall  be  allowed  to  escape  into 
the  hands  of  the  speculator.  That  is  what  this 
House  ought  to  do  ;  and,  if  that  were  done,  and 
one-third  of  the  deferred-pavment  rent«  reserved 
for  the  purposes  of  road-masing,  we  should  have 
fiur  more  settlement  than  we  have  had  in  the  past, 
or  are  likely  to  have  in  the. future  under  the 
proposals  made  by  the  colleagues  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Taieri.  Then  wo  find 
the  honorable  member  talking  about  spolia- 
tion. I  cannot  understand  such  an  argument 
as  that.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  the  Land 
Fund  of  Otagois  to  be  conserved  this  year  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Financial  Arrangements  Act  of 
last  year  ?  What  did  the  late  Treasurer  propose 
to  cast  upon  it  this  year  P  Why,  there  might  be 
cast  upon  it  this  year  upwards  of  £100,000,  to  be 
raised  by  Treasury  bills,  which  would  ultimately 
have  to  be  met.  The  whole  question  seems  to 
turn  upon  this :  Both  parties  in  the  House — the 
late  Government  and  the  present  Government — 
insist  upon  taking  the  Land  Fund.  The  only 
question  is  this :  Shall  the  Land  Fund  be  taken 
on  a  definite  syslcm,  or  shall  it  be  taken  according 
to  some  arrangement  made  in  the  lobbies,  and  on 
no  principle  whatever  P  ,  That  is  the  only  question 
which  this  House  has  to  face.  What  did  this 
honorable  member  who  speaks  about  spoliation  of 
the  Land  Fund  propose  to  do  in  the  Educational 
Beserves  Bill  ?  Was  not  that  spoliation  P  There 
were  reserves  specially  set  apart — given  over  not 
only  by  Crown  grant  but  by  an  Act  of  this  As- 
sembly— and  those  reserves  were  to  be  specially 
set  apart  for  the  provincial  districts;  and  this 
Government,  that  could  not  do  any  spoliation, 
proposed  by  the  Education  Beserves  Bui  to  take 
away  the  whole  of  those  reserves  from  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  set  apart.  The  honor- 
able member  says  "No."  Does  he  know  tliat  the 
Education  Beserves  Bill  has  passed?  Does  he 
know  that  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  in- 
troduced it,  and  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Kaiapoi  was  his  colleague  ?  Does  he  forget  that  P 
I  think  it  would  be  much  better  for  him  to 
remember  these  things  than  to  go  to  Boman  his- 
tory. The  honorable  gentleman  now  states  that 
he  is  not  going  to  follow  his  leader.  There  are 
very  good  reasons  for  that.  We  have  heard  it 
stated  that  this  late  Government,  that  had  far- 
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seeing  designs,  that  possessed  statesmanship,  that 
could  look  into  the  future,  have  met  amongst 
themselves,  and,  when  a  question  of  policy  such 
as  this  came  up,  resolved  to  make  tho/question  of 
policy  an  open  question.  Was  anything  so  absurd 
ever  heard  of  in  the  annals  of  Parliamentary 
history  P  The  policy  of  the  Opposition  is  to  be 
an  open  question,  and  the  only  decided  question 
is  that  they  must  get  into  office  at  all  hazards. 
Why  did  not  the  colleagues  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri  come  down  with  a  direct 
vote  against  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment P  Why  did  they  not  do  that,  and  go  to 
the  country  upon  it  P  A  very  different  attitude 
was  taken  up  by  the  Provincialists  in  1875,  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  himself  being 
one.  We  Provincialists  knew  in  1875  that  we 
were  in  a  miserable  minority.  Did  we  come 
down  to  the  House  and  say,  "  Gentlemen,  we  have 
made  the  question  of  Provincialism  an  open  ques- 
tion J  we  will  do  our  best  to  get  on  the  Treasury 
benches,  and  will  leave  that  question  to  settle 
itself"  P  No.  The  Provincialists  in  1875,  though 
not  one-third  of  the  House  then,  stood  up  and 
fought  the  Bill  in  all  its  stages.  Those  Abolition- 
ists are  now  beginning  to  dread  the  mischief  they 
have  brought  on  this  colony.  What  right  haye 
they  to  talk  about  the  colonialization  of  the  Land 
Fund  P  Who  have  brought  about  this  long  ses- 
sion— these  shoals  of  private  Bills,  dealing  with 
trumpery  roads,  and  athensums,  and  reserves, 
many  of  which  would  never  see  the  light  in  a 
Provincial  Council  or  would  be  kicked  out  if 
attempted  to  be  introduced  P  Why,  this  very 
party  with  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
allied  himself — the  Abolition  party.  Now,  when 
the  evil  has  come  upon  them — when  they  begin 
to  see  that  they  have  done  mischief  and  wrong 
— when  they  begin  to  see  that  their  far-seeing 
policy  has  turned  out  a  failure — they  turn  round 
upon  the  Provincialists  and  say,  "  You  are  doing 
aU  the  mischief."  I  say  it  is  caused  by  those 
who  advocated  Abolition.  And  who  is  to  blame 
for  Abolition  being  carried  in  this  colony  P  The 
Province  of  Canterbury  is  to  blame.  If  that 
province  had  shown  any  desire  to  work  together 
with  the  Provinces  of  Otago  and  Auckland,  Abo- 
lition would  never  have  been  carried.  Hardly 
a  member  was  returned  from  Canterbury  who 
was  not  oblieed  to  go  to  his  constituents  and 
pledge  himself  to  Abolition.  And  now  I  am  told 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Christohurch  (Mr. 
Stevens)  has'  been  making  a  critical  speech  on 
finance,  and  eays  that  something  very  terrible  is 
going  to  happen.  Why,  it  is  he,  and  those  who 
worked  with  nim,  who  would  have  nothing  but 
Parliamentary  government  for  New  Zeiuand, 
who  have  brought  about  the  whole  evil.  They 
cried  aloud  for  national  life,  which  was  to  be  the 
safety  of  New  Zealand.  Sir,  they  have  got  their 
national  life — I  heir  long  session,  their  myriads 
of  private  Bills,  and  a  colonial  Land  Fund; 
and  I  hope  they  do  like  their  national  life. 
Sir,  I  hope  that  they  will  be  satisfied  with 
it;  and  the  only  thing  I  regret  is  that  in  this 
struggle  they  hive  done — whatP  Why,  Sir, 
they  have  made  an  alliance  in  order  to  save 
their  runs.      When  the  run  question  came  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Mnaneiat 


[HOUSE.] 


Statoment. 


868 


to  be  decided,  who  were  the  whips  whipping  up 
for  their  runa  ?  Why,  tbej  were  the  Opposition 
whips.  They  made  it  a  party  question,  although 
the  same  honorable  members,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri  liimself,  got  up  and  said 
that  this  question  of  the  runs  should  not  be 
made  a  party  question — that  it  was  not  a  party 

?[aestion.  And  yet  they  blamed  this  Gorernment 
or  being  a  runholding  Government.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  has  warned  the  honorable  mem- 
bers from  Otago  that  they  would  permit  a  great 
injustice  to  be  done  if  they  consented  to  this 
proposal.  Sir,  I  believe  that  Otago  has  been 
unfairly  treated  in  all  the  financial  arrangements 
made  since  1870.  I  believe  that  the  Abolition 
Act  of  1875  was  a  gross  wrong  to  the  people  of 
Otaeo,  and  I  say  that,  if  the  whole  of  the  people 
of  Otago  had  been  of  my  mind,  and  had  taken 
up  the  firm  eround  that  I,  along  with  others, 
took  up,  I  bcTieTe  that  those  wrongs  could  not 
hare  been  imposed.  What  did  they  do  ?  There 
were  tome  members  who  supported  Abolition; 
but  there  were  other  members  who,  even  after 
Abolition  was  accomplished,  attended  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Ck>nvention  held  in  Otago — a  Conven- 
tion such  as  was  never  before  seen  in  New  Zealand. 
There  were  at  that  Convention  old  settlers  who, 
at  great  expense  to  themselves,  had  come  to  Dun- 
edin;  there  were  a  collection  of  representative 
men  such  as  had  never  before  been  seen  in  any 
town  in  New  Zealand.  What  did  these  men  pro- 
pose? They  proposed  two  things.  Looking  at  the 
rights  and  privileges  which  had  been  destroyed 
as  most  sacred,  they  said  that — since  Canterbury 
wanted  separation  from  the  other  provinces  of 
the  Middle  Island,  since  she  would  not  have  any 
alliance  with  Otago,  for  everything  in  Otago  vras 
ruin  to  them — the  settlers  of  Otago  would  soon 
hare  a  colony  of  their  own.  That  was  one  pro- 
posal they  made.  The  other  proposal  they  made 
was  this  :  That,  as  the  Governor  of  the  colony 
had  acted  in  a  partial  spirit,  they  asked  his 
removaL  These  are  the  two  things  for  which 
they  petitioned.  Sneers  have  been  made,  and 
those  sneers  appear  in  Hansard — sneers  have 
been  made  by  the  benorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  himself  at  the  action  of  that  Convention. 
I  say  that  that  was  the  only  way  for  the  people 
to  act.  It  showed  that  the  people  of  Otago  con- 
sidered the  action  taken  in  1875  was  the  proper 
action,  and  that  the  proper  course  would  have 
been  to  have  foueht  that  action  to  the  end.  If 
that  had  been  done,  and  if  a  firm  front  had 
been  shown  in  1876  and  .1877,  as  was  shown  in 
1875,  I  believe  great  good  would  have  come  to 
the  colony.  Instead  of  that,  we  find  members 
npon  whom  great  reliance  was  placed  leaving 
their  party ;  and  now  they  begin  to  complain  of 
party  action.  I  believe  that  if  we  are  to  have 
true  Parliamentary  government  we  must  have 
party  action.  The  only  hope  of  ParUamentarr 
government  in  New  Zealand  is  that  there  shall 
be  firm  party  lines  drawn,  and  that  members 
will  look  to  their  leaders  and  be  able  to  fol- 
low them,  and  that  the  leader  will  also  watch 
that  he  does  not  go  beyond  the  opinion  of  those 
whom  he  leads.  That  is  the  only  alliance  that 
there  ihould  be  between  a  leader  and  hia  fol* 
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lowers.  Both  parties  ought  to  have  confidence  in 
each  other,  and  the  members  of  the  party  ought 
to  be  able  to  follow  their  leader  in  his  proposals. 
There  would  be  an  end  to  Parliamentary  govern- 
ment in  this  House  if  we  did  not  do  that.  Then 
the  honorable  gentleman  commented  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  Middle  Party.  He  has  likened  that 
party  to  Curtius,  and  I  thought  he  was  allud- 
ing to  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  Cit^, 
who  was  the  true  representative  of  the  hero  m 
Boman  history  referred  to.  If  we  are  going  to 
have  a  Boman  simile,  I  would  ask  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Taieri  and  others  have 
done.  They  seemed  to  have  jumped  into  the 
chasm,  and  never  to  have  got  out  again.  What 
right  has  he  to  find  fault  with  the  Middle  Party  ? 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  five  or  six  members 
of  that  party  voted  against  him  and  the  Go- 
vernment with  which  he  was  connected,  and 
said  they  had  no  confidence  in  him  and  his  col- 
leagues? What  is  the  honorable  member  for 
Avon  ?  Was  not  he  one  of  those  who  voted  that 
they  had  no  confidence  in  the  Atkinson  Ministry  ? 
And  the  next  time  he  voted  on  a  want-of-oon- 
fidence  motion  against  the  present  Ministry, 
where  was  he  found?  Voting  against  them. 
Then  there  is  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City  (Mr.  Curtis)  :  was  not  he  in  the  same  posi- 
tion ?  There  are  other  honorable  members  whose 
names  I  might  mention,  but  I  will  not  go  further. 
It  is  not  fair  for  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  to  find  fault  with  them.  Does  he  mean  to 
say  that  the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  who  is 
now  allied  with  him,  has  acted  improperly  ?  If 
so,  how  does  it  happen  that  they  can  now  agree 
so  well  in  their  general  policy  ?  I  say  that  the 
speeches  which  have  been  made  on  this  Financial 
Statement  have  been  speeches  of  a  twofold  cha- 
racter. They  have  been  speeches  like  carpins 
leading  articles,  mere  criticisms  of  figures,  and 
they  have  been  speeches  specially  addressed  to 
the  constituents.  The  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri  is  afraid  of  the  position  in  which  he 
will  stand  through  the  report  of  some  unknown 
newspaper  correspondent,  and  therefore  he  has 
spoken  to  his  constituents  through  Hansard.  I 
say  to  him,  if  he  sincerely  desires  to  have  a  liberal 
land  law,  let  us  see  how  he  vrill  vote.  If  I  were 
to  ask  the  House  to  reconsider  the  question  of 
the  Canterbury  runs,  would  he  vote  for  that  ? 

Mr.  REID.^No. 

Mr.  STOUT.—I  say  to  him,  if  he  has  a  liberal 
idea  of  dealing  with  the  lands  of  the  colony,  let 
him  show  it  by  his  vote.  Let  him  come  down 
and  vote,  and,  if  he  likes,  let  him  have  a  true 
agrarian  law.  Let  him  decide  that  no  man  in 
this  colony  shall  be  allowed  more  than  a  certain 
number  of  acres,  unless  he  pays  a  very  heavy  tax 
for  it.  Let  him  propose  that  the  larger  the  estate 
a  man  gets  the  larger  the  tax  he  will  have  to 

Eay.  Is  that  his  liberal  view  of  the  matter  ?  The 
onorable  gentleman  complained  that  the  present 
Government  did  not  propose  a  tax  on  income 
and  property.  If  he  thought  that  taxation  waa 
so  necessary  for  this  colony,  how  does  it  happen 
that  liis  G^emment  did  not  propose  it  ?  Tney 
had  ample  time  to  consider  it  before  they  pre- 
I  pared  their  JBinanoial  Statement.    There  it  no 
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word  of  such  a  policy  of  taxation.  The  honor- 
able member  points  to  the  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  BEID.— Page  8  of  the  last  Statement. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  refer  to  the  first  Statement. 
The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  has  made  so 
many  that  I  cannot  remember  them  all;  but  I 
shall  take  his  last  Statement.  What  does  he 
propose  about  taxation  ?  Sir,  he  says  this : 
"  The  present  is  a  time  when  the  country  should 
not  be  troubled  with  questions  as  to  the  inci- 
dence or  the  specific  character  of  our  taxation." 
According  to  his  Statement  there  was  to  be  great 
pohtical  rest.     He  goes  on  to  say, — 

"Before  long,  when  our  new  institutions  are 
consolidated  and  our  railway  srstem  has  beeu 
developed,  we  shall  be  able  to  race  the  question 
of  new  taxes,  if  any  are  needed,  or  to  discues 
calmly  the  principles  on  which  taxation  should 
be  raised,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  prin- 
ciples should  be  practically  carried  out." 

What  did  that  mean  ?  Why,  it  meant  that 
there  would  be  no  new  system  of  taxation  pro- 
posed by  the  Atkinson  Ministry  at  all.  Then  the 
honorable  member  says  taxation  is  necessary  for 
the  colony.  I  say  that  the  best  tests  of  what  a 
man's  opinions  are  are  his  votes  and  actions.  I 
do  not  care  what  a  man  says,  if  he  does  not  vote 
rightly.  I  do  not  care  what  he  says  about  taxa- 
tion or  anything  else,  if  he  is  found  opposing  a 
system  of  taxation.  I  say  that,  so  iar  as  the  late 
Government  are  concerned,  they  have  no  fixed 
views  on  the  subject  of  taxation.  They  are  what 
I  may  call  the  "big-squatter"  Ministry.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  knows  well 
that  their  instincts  are  squattocratic  in  every 
way.  What  was  their  proposal  in  regard  to  Na- 
tive land  ?  Was  not  that  playing  into  the  hands 
of  big  land  speculators  P  Wliat  are  their  finan- 
cial proposals  this  year?  Have  they  really  de- 
sired to  make  the  taxation  of  this  colony  fall  upon 
the  rich  and  those  able  to  pay  it  ?  If  so,  instead 
of  coming  down  with  such  proposals  as  they 
made,  they  would  have  come  down  with  a  well- 
defined  scheme  of  taxation,  and  asked  this  House 
to  assent  to  it.  They  would  have  done  more : 
they  would  have  said,  "  If  the  Opposition  do  not 
choose  to  accept  our  proposals  for  taxation,  we 
will  go  out  of  office ;  we  will  appeal  to  the  coun- 
try upon  this  great  question.'*  I  say  that  if  we 
go  through  any  of  their  financial  proposals,  we 
shall  see  that  there  never  has  been  a  back-bone 
in  them;  they  have  been  shifty  in  the  highest 
degree.  They  have  never  been  the  same  for  one 
month.  They  talk  about  a  policy :  so  long  as 
they  had  a  following  in  this  House,  they  did  not 
care  anything  about  principle  at  all.  I  say  they 
ought  to  have  come  down  with  well-considered 
proposals,  and  to  have  said  to  the  House,  "  If  you 
do  not  accept  our  proposals  we  will  go  out  of 
office."  When  this  Ministry  comes  down  and 
says,  "  There  are  our  proposals ;  we  will  go  out  of 
office  if  our  financial  proposals  are  not  accepted," 
I  would  like  to  know  what  position  the  Opposition 
took  up  with  regard  to  them.  They  say  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  is  an  open  question. 
That  is  miserable  Parliamentary  government.  It 
is  entirely  opposed  to  the  view  taken  of  Parlia- 
mentary goremment  by  an  able  writer  in  England, 
Mr,  Stout 


who  characterixes  party  fight  as  a  generous  love  of 
office  for  the  sake  of  the  country — to  carry  out 
the  principles  and  policy  approved  by  the  people 
— not  a  policy  that  is  to  be  cast  aside  as  useless, 
not  that  assaults  are  to  be  made  on  the  Treasury 
benches  simply  because  you  do  not  like  the  men, 
but  because  the  policy  is  wrong.  I  say  that 
if  such  a  course  as  that  pursued  by  the  late  Gt>- 
vemment  were  allowed  you  would  put  an  end  to 
all  Parliamentary  »)vemment.  I  do  ask  this 
House  that  when  the  Bills  of  the  Government 
come  before  them  they  will  show  by  their  action 
that,  if  there  is  to  be  Parliamentary  government, 
it  shall  be  carried  on  fairly  and  impartially.  Ijet 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  lead  one 
wing,  and  let  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
lead  the  other  wing,  and  let  us  have  true  party 
action.  And,  if  we  are  to  have  great  parties  in 
this  colony,  I  believe  the  platform  on  which  the 
several  parties  will  rest  and  take  their  stand  will 
be  the  question  of  taxation  and  the  dealing  with 
the  land.  Those  are  the  questions  on  which  this 
country  will  be  called  upon  to  decide,  and  I  say 
that  when  the  land  question  comes  to  be  decided, 
if  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  has 
any  liberal  land  views,  and  I  believe  he  has,  he 
will  have  to  dissociate  himself  from  his  late  col- 
leagues in  the  Government.  He  will  bare  to 
come  to  our  side  and  vote  with  us  if  he  wishes 
to  see  anything  like  liberal  principles  carried. 
I  do  not  despair  of  the  honorable  member.  I 
believe  that  he  will  yet  be  found  opposing  the 
views  held  by  his  late  colleagues.  They  were 
Conservative  and  Tory  in  the  highest  degree. 
The  people  of  this  colony  believe  that  there  may 
be  some  liberal  policy  introduced.  We  have  seen 
what  a  liberal  policy  is  doing  in  Victoria.  The 
feeling  there  is  not  one  in  favour  of  Tories  or 
Conservatives.  I  say  that  if  the  Tories  in  Vic- 
toria had  not  had  such  power  in  the  past,  when 
eminent  men  like  the  late  Wilson  Gray  defended 
a  system  of  proper  dealing  with  the  waste  lands 
of  Victoria,  they  would  not  have  the  bursting  up 
of  large  estates  that  is  going  on  now.  They  did 
not  take  the  matter  up  m  time,  and  the  result  is 
that  the  reaction  has  become  exceedingly  great. 
I  believe  that  it  vrill  be  so  in  this  colony.  I  warn 
the  big  proprietors  that  if  they  wish  to  have  a  &ir 
and  Uberal  policy,  akid  not  a  radical  policy  in  the 
highest  degree,  it  is  best  for  them  to  yield  soon, 
and  to  yield  gracefully.  Sir,  I  vrill  not  take  up 
the  time  of  honorable  members  any  longer  in  re- 
ferring to  the  honorable  gentleman's  Statement. 
I  hope  that  when  the  Bills  are  brought  down 
they  will  be  discussed  entirely  on  their  merits.  I 
will  not  go  further  into  the  details  to  which  the 
honorable  member  has  alluded. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— «ir,  I  did  not  intend 
to  speak  upon  the  present  occasion  at  all.  I 
wished  to  see  the  Bills  embodying  the  policy  of 
the  Ministry  before  the  House,  previous  to  my  ad- 
dressing myself  to  the  question  ;  but,  as  the  Hon. 
the  Native  Minister  has  said  that  he  vrished  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  the  policy  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  that  such  expression  of  opinion  would 
be  held  to  be  decisive,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  woids 
upon  the  subject,  so  that  I  may  not  be  mis- 
understood— 00  that,  in  point  of  fact,  my  silence 
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shall  not  be  taken  as  an  unconditional  aooeptanoe 
of  all  points  of  the  Q-oyemraent  policy.  I  sbeil 
not  detain  the  House  very  long,  but  the  ques- 
tion is  of  such  magnitude  that  I  wish  to  put  my 
Tiews  as  clearly  as  possible  before  the  House.  I 
wish  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  this  House 
must  acknowledge  that  the  Ministry  accepted 
office  at  a  critical  time,  at  a  time  when  there  was 
%  deficit  staring  them  in  the  face,  and  at  a  time 
when  they  were  compelled  to  bring  forward  a 
Financial  Statement,  although  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  departmental  work  and  the  business  of 
the  session  •  going  on  concurrently.  I  think 
they  should  hare  met  with  a  generous  forbear- 
ance under  these  circumstances.  But  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  the  gentlemen  who  composed  the 
Gbremment  recently  in  office  acted  in  an  exactly 
rererse  manner.  I  regret  it  for  the  sake  of 
fair-plny  and  of  the  good  feeling  which  ought  to 
exist  in  Parliament.  I  am  sure  they  have  lowered 
themselves,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  at 
any  rate,  and  I  believe,  also,  in  the  estimation 
<rf  the  country,  by  the  action  they  took.    The 

Suestion  now  is  as  to  how  we  sot  into  this  con- 
ition — who  is  the  party  to  blame.  It  must 
be  very  patent  to  all  that  it  is  the  party  who 
were  last  in  power.  We  have  been  pursuing  a 
course  for  some  time  which  was  the  very  reverse 
of  sound  policy.  It  was  a  system  of  providing 
revenue  and  providing  for  deficiencies  hy  means 
of  Treasury  bills,  which  we  were  quite  sure  could 
never  be  met  out  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
colony.  These  bills  must  inevitably  be  added  to 
the  debt  of  the  colony;  and  when  the  present 
Treasurer  stated  that  we  were  living  outside  of 
our  current  income,  and  that  we  required  to 
borrow  money  to  meet  current  expenditure,  he 
was  stating  that  which  was  perfectly  true,  and,  if 
any  honorable  gentleman  tninks  we  are  doing 
better  for  the  country  by  concealing  the  truth,  I 
venture  to  say  that  he  is  in  error,  and  that  it 
18  much  better  to  be  straightforward  and  to  tell 
the  truth  respecting  our  financial  condition,  no 
matter  what  is  the  consequence.  Whether  the 
public  creditor  in  England  may  lend  us  money 
more  readily  or  not,  we  are  doing  justice  to  our- 
selves in  stating  honestly  what  is  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country.  The  late  Treasurer, 
when  he  made  his  Statement  to  this  House,  told 
us  his  was  a  far-seeing  finance,  and  that  it  was 
true  and  honest ;  he  told  us  there  woidd  be  no 
additional  charges  on  the  Land  Fund — yet  he 
proposed  this  year  to  take  £58,000.  But  worse 
than  that  was  his  proposal  to  borrow  £109,000 
to  be  a  charge  against  the  Land  Fund  of  Ota  go, 
and  £36,000  taken  from  the  consolidated  revenue 
last  year,  in  all  £146,000,  and  then  to  tell  us 
that  he  had  a  surplus.  It  was  under  these  cir- 
cumstances that  the  present  Ministry  took  office, 
and  I  will  ask  honorable  members  if  it  was  a 
pleasant  thing  to  take  office  under  those  circum- 
stances, or  a  very  easy  thin^  to  take  office  with  a 
deficit.  They  had  these  difficulties  to  face,  and 
they  have  faced  them  in  a  way  which,  though 
I  do  not  altogether  agree  with  it,  I  regret  very 
much  they  found  themselves  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to,  and  which  has  something  of  the  ap- 
pearanoe,  as  the  Native  Minister  says,  of  high- 


way robbery.  Still,  the  course  which  they  have 
adopted  has  the  merit  of  being  bold,  which  the 
pilfering  action  of  their  predecessors  was  not. 
Their  poUcy — the  policy  of  the  former  Q-ovem- 
ment — was  just  that  of  playing  the  part  of  the 
friend  to  the  provinces  while  robbing  them. 
The  honorable  gentlemen,  members  of  the 
present  Gk)vemment,  had  these  difficulties  to 
meet,  and  they  have  met  them  by  proposing  to 
appropriate  the  land  revenue,  less  20  per  cent, 
for  local  works.  They  do  not  state  very  clearly 
whether  that  20  per  cent,  is  to  be  on  the  gross 
receipts,  or  after  all  charges  have  been  paid: 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  these  two 
ways  of  giving  it,  and  I  wish  to  see  that  point 
cleared  up  before  I  give  my  assent  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  I  wish  also  to  see  cleared 
up  the  point  as  to  whether  20  per  cent,  is  the 
proper  amount.  I  suppose  I  shall  see  all  this 
when  the  Bills  come  before  the  House,  and  then 
I  shall  finally  decide  what  course  should  be  taken 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  wish  now  to  say  a 
few  words  in  answer  to  something  which  was 
said  by  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato.  Had 
he  been  present  I  should  have  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity 01  saying  something  about  the  honorable 
fentleman  himself,  but  as  he  is  not  I  shall  re- 
rain.  But  I  wish  to  answer  something  that  he 
said.  He  stated  that  I  and  others  criticized 
Financial  Statements,  but  that  we  never  gave 
forth  policies  ourselves.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  busi- 
ness of  a  private  member  of  the  Opposition  to 
shadow  forth  a  policy.  Whether  I  had  one  or 
not  is  a  different  thing ;  but  I  may  state  this : 
that  in  1875  I  did  express  my  opinion  as  to  what 
I  thought  should  be  done,  and  what  I  said  then, 
except  allowing  for  the  altered  circumstances,  I 
adhere  to.  If  honorable  members  would  not 
regard  me  as  trespassing  too  much  on  their  eood 
nature  I  would  like  to  read  an  extract  from 
Sansardf  so  that  the  House  might  see  what  I 
said  then.  Lookine  at  the  difficulties  then  star- 
ing us  in  the  face,  I  said,  on  the  2nd  September, 
1875,— 

"  I  am  looking  at  this  matter  entirely  from  a 
colonial  point  of  view — ^just  as  much  so  as  any 
honorable  gentleman  who  is  supporting  the  Go- 
vernment— and  I  say  that  we  must  treat  Auck- 
land in  the  same  way  that  a  nation  would  treat 
one  of  her  frontier  towns,  and  take  oare  that  it  is 
as  well  governed  as  if  it  were  the  centre  of  the 
nation.  The  colony  must  take  over  the  whole  of 
the  provincial  indebtedness  of  Auckland.  There 
is  no  use  blinking  the  question,  and  attempting 
to  smooth  over  the  difficulty  by  crying  '  Peace, 
peace,'  when  there  is  no  peace.  Treasury  bills 
being  issued  will  only  stave  off  the  difficulty,  and, 
inst^td  of  placing  Auckland  in  an  independent 
position,  will  place  her  in  the  position  of  a  men- 
dicant. Why  should  she  be  in  this  position,  when 
she  contributes  £310,000  annually  to  the  colonial 
revenue?  I  hope  this  House  will  set  its  face 
firmly  against  that,  take  a  different  view  finan- 
ciallv  of  the  necessities  of  the  country,  and  treat 
Auckland  just  as  we  would  treat  any  portion  of 
either  of  the  provinces,  and  see  that  justice  is 
done.  I  say  we  should  take  over  unhesitatingly 
the  whole  of  the  provincial  liabilities  of  Aook- 
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land.  Her  Land  Fand,  wliateyer  it  is,  should  ff,o 
to  make  her  roads  and  bridges.  And  we  should 
do  the  same  with  Westland.  If  we  do,  what 
happens  to  the  rest  of  the  provinces  P  Thej  will 
say,  *  We  are  not  going  to  pay  the  interest  on 
eur  provincial  debts  if  others  are  ti)  go  free.* 
Sooner  or  later  it  will  come  to  this :  that  we  shall 
have  to  take  over  all  the  debts  of  the  provinces, 
except  those  debts  which  are  provided  for  by 
specific  security.  That  is  my  impression.  Hold- 
ing these  opinions,  I  wish  the  House  to  consider 
why  they  should  not  do  that  now.  If  the  Land 
Fund  is  to  be  preserved  for  those  districts  where 
it  is  raised,  and  not  to  be  swept  into  what  my 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
described  as  the  vortex  of  colonial  finance,  we 
shall  have  to  do  that,  and  we  shall  have  to  im- 
pose taxation." 

And  furthdir  on  I  said, — 

"Why  should  those  men  who  have  immense 
estates,  the  value  of  which  has  been  doubled  or 
trebled  in  consequence  of  the  railways  and  immi- 
gration, be  exempt  from  taxation  even  for  one 
Tear  P  Why  should  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
be  taxed,  and  those  escape  P  I  protest  against 
the  cry  of  'the  poor  man  and  the  rich  man.' 
I  understand  that  the  labouring-man  possesses 
capital  in  his  thews  and  sinews,  and  his  intelli- 
gence, while  accumulated  property  is  capital  of 
aaotber  kind.  Therefore  I  am  not  goine  to  talk 
about  the  poor  man  being  oppressed.  I  hope  he 
will  not  allow  himself  to  be  oppressed.  But  there 
is  a  great  class  in  this  countiy — the  landholders 
— who  are  benefiting  immensely  from  the  rail- 
roads and  immigration,  and  they  should  have  a 
tax  put  upon  them,  and  it  should  be  imposed  at 
once." 

Kow,  whatever  we  do  with  our  finances,  as  far 
as  my  judgment  goes  nothing  will  save  this  coun- 
try, nothing  wiU  provide  for  the  deficit,  but 
taxation ;  and  that  will  do  two  things.  It  will 
supply  sufficient  revenue  to  meet  the  deficit,  and 
at  the  same  time  induce  economy.  It  will  make 
this  House  economical,  and  it  will  make  the 
Government  economical.  Wlien  the  Gbvemment 
came  down  with  their  proposals  I  hoped  to  see 
that  they  had  been  able  to  "make  both  ends 
meet,"  but  after  going  through  their  figures  I 
believe  there  will  be  a  deficit  of  between  £200,000 
ftnd  £260,000,  which  will  have  to  be  met  by  bor- 
rowing money,  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  bUls,  or 
•  by  taxation.  I  wiU  offer  a  suggestion  on  the 
question  of  taxation  by-and-by ;  but  I  wish  now 
to  state  my  views  about  taking  the  Land  Fund. 
I  cannot  disguise  from  myself  Uiat  there  is  a  very 
strong  feeling  in  the  House  that  the  Land  Fund 
should  be  mi^e  colonial  revenue,  except  a  certain 
amount  which  should  be  deducted  for  making 
n>ads  and  bridges  in  the  districts  whence  the 
revenue  is  derived.  But  it  would  be  out  of  the 
question  to  expect  members  from  the  South — 
myself  amongst  the  number  —  to  give  up  the 
revenue  derived  from  land  for  which  our  people 
are  paying  £2  an  acre,  if  land  is  to  be  given 
away  in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  or  only  6s. 
or  10s.  an  acre  to  be  charged.  CDierefore,  oon- 
emrently  with  this  ooloniidization  of  the  Land 
Fond,  there  must  be  uniformity  of  price  Uirough- 
Mr.  Montgommrff 


out  the  provincial  districts  of  the  colony.  In 
Victoria  there  is  a  system  of  free  selection  and 
deferred  payments,  and  of  sales  by  auction  at  £1 
an  acre.  Here  we  have  a  great  many  systems.  I 
cannot  believe  it  is  a  good  mode  of  settling  people 
on  the  country  to  put  them  on  inferior  land,  and 
to  take  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  good 
land  to  make  roads  and  bridges  to  the  inferior 
land.  The  people  should  first  be  settled  upon 
the  best  land  in  the  colony,  and  population,  as  it 
increases,  will  naturally  overflow  on  to  the  second- 
rate  and  third-rate  lands.  Therefore  I  hope  the 
Government  will  consider  that,  whether  they 
adopt  the  £l-per-acre  system  or  not,  they  must 
have  one  land  law  from  one  end  of  the  colony 
to  the  other,  as  they  have  in  Victoria,  New 
South  Wales,  and  South  Australia.  Since  1866, 
the  various  provincial  districts  recommended  to 
this  Assembly  whatever  land  laws  they  thought 
best,  and  the  General  Assembly,  considering  that 
the  provinces  were  to  provide  for  the  oolonixa- 
(ion  of  the  different  districts  out  of  their  own 
funds,  accepted  that  which  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cils recommended ;  but  then  they  were  dealing 
with  their  own  land,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  that  land  was  theirs.  But  if  you  are 
going  to  take  the  Land  Fund  from  the  provin- 
cial districts,. you  must  not  allow  the  provindal 
land  laws  to  remain  as  now.  That  would  be 
manifestly  unjust.  I  am  aware  that  the  price  to 
be  charged  for  the  Crown  lands  is  a  question  that 
is  exercising  the  minds  of  many  honorable  mem- 
bers. Mv  impression  is  that  in  those  parts  of  tlie 
colony  wnere  free  selection  prevails  the  present 
price  might  be  maintained  ;  but  the  auction  sys- 
tem at  £1  an  acre  should  also  run  concurrently 
throughout  the  colony.  It  would  not  be  wise  in 
a  man  who  looked  forward  to  getting  into  place 
and  power  to  put  forth  a  policy  that  could  be 
carped  at  and  objected  to  ;  but,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  my  duty  to  the  House  and  the 
country  demands  that  I  should  state  my  views 
plainly,  and  I  hope  other  members  will  do  the 
same.  Having  said  that,  I  must  say  that  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches 
have  not  declared  themselves  so  boldly  on  the 
question  of  taxation  as  they  should  have  done. 
The  Land  Fund  will  not  provide  the  means  to 
meet  all  demands  upon  the  Treasury  this  year ; 
and  I  say  that  you  will  never  have  a  careful 
and  prudent  system  of  finance  without  direct 
taxation.  I  know  that  it  may  be  considered  a 
very  difficult  thing  to  devise  a  system  of  taxation, 
and  that  there  is  not  time  to  do  it  this  session. 
Four  months  of  the  year  have  passed  away,  and 
the  session  is  drawing  to  a  close.  But  there  was 
a  system  of  taxation  adopted,  I  think,  in  the 
Province  of  Wellington,  which  imposes  a  school- 
rate  of  id.  in  the  pound;  and  the  system  of 
direct  taxation  on  property  is  in  force  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  a  nation  which  under- 
stands the  question  of  taxation,  and  which  has  set 
a  noble  example  to  other  nations  by  the  way 
in  which  it  is  paying  off  the  debt  incurred  by  the 
war.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  not  take 
a  long  time  to  devise  a  scheme  which  simply 
involved  the  levying  of  a  rate  of  |d.  in  t^e 
pound   upon    property.     That  would    predaee 
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probably  £160,000  to  £200,000 ;  it  would  be  easy 
of  collection,  and  it  would  be  far  less  objectionable 
than  an  income-tax.  I  throw  out  the  idea  for 
what  it  is  worth,  but,  whatever  course  my  honor- 
able friends  on  the  GoTornment  benches  may 
adopt,  I  hope  they  will  adopt  a  system  of  finance 
which  will  not  leave  a  deficit  to  be  met  by  bor- 
rowing. This  new  system,  proposed  by  the 
Treasurer,  I  understand  is  not  to  come  into 
force  until  the  end  of  December,  and  I  wish  to 
show,  because  we  are  speaking  not  only  to  the 
House  but  to  those  outside  it,  that  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  taken  from  Canterbury  for  the 
half-year  is  £74,000.  That  is  to  be  taken  in 
the  manner  described  by  the  Native  Minister — 
in  the  **  bold  highwayman  "  style ;  but  the  other 
gentlemen  who  preceded  the  present  6K>vem- 
ment  would  pick  the  pocket  of  the  province  of 
£58,000  in  the  most  friendly  manner.  As  far  as 
this  year  is  concerned,  I  do  not  think  the  amounts 
proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  old  Government  and 
the  new  are  very  different,  but  the  principle  is 
different ;  and  if  thfi  Land  Funds  of  Canterbury 
and  Otago  are  to  be  used  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony,  where  land  is  given  away  for  a  few 
shillings  an  acre,  great  injustice  will  be  done. 
Having  said  so  much,  and  wishing  to  giro  no 
uncertain  sound  in  this  matter,  I  may  say  this 
other  thing  in  conclusion:  Members  of  this 
House  are  placed  in  a  rather  difficult  position. 
We  have  a  GK)ivemment  here  in  which  we  have 
hopes,  a  Government  in  which  those  who  give 
their  support  believe  very  largely,  and  yet  it  is 
bringing  down  a  policy  whidi  we  do  not  be- 
lieve in  in  some  respects.  But,  while  I  say  that, 
I  must  also  say  that  we  have  an  ex-Giovem- 
ment  in  which  we  had  no  confidence  whatever, 
a  Gh>vemment  that  we  can  have  no  confidence 
in.  They  are  men  who  have  made  promises 
and  have  not  fulfilled  them  ;  and  they  have  done 
worse — they  have  made  promises  and  broken 
them.  They  said  they  would  come  down  here  this 
year  with  a  carefully-prepared  Statement,  which 
was  a  matter  of  immense  importance,  showing 
the  expenditure  on  public  works  and  the  amount 
required  to  complete  our  railways.  But,  instead 
of  that,  we  are  landed  in  this  miserable  posi- 
tion :  that  we  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of 
the  amount  of  money  required.  We  cannot  go 
into  the  money  market  now  and  say  how  much 
we  require  to  complete  our  railways.  We  know 
no  more  about  it  than  if  we  had  dropped  here 
suddenly  from  the  other  side  of  the  worid.  We 
know  the  gentlemen  at  present  on  those  benches ; 
they  have  oar  confidence,  and  we  trust  to  see  them 
remain  there.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
or  two  with  respect  to  the  amount  of  money 
my  honorable  friends  wish  to  borrow.  They  are 
not  quite  so  clear  upon  that  matter  as  I  would 
wish  them  to  be.  I  think  they  are  asking  for 
more  money  than  is  necessary  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, but  I  am  happy  to  say  they  do  not  labour 
under  the  delusion  that  they  will  get  this  money 
00  easily  as  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  thouffht  he 
would  by  means  of  ineoription  of  stock.  Why, 
Sir,  he  looked  upon  that  as  the  inexhaustible 
bottle  of  the  coi^uror.  He  thought  you  had  only 
to  insoribe  the  stock,  and  the  people  would  band 


in  their  money  as  rapidly  as  you  liked.  Now 
it  happens  that  if  you  want  to  raise  a  loan  in 
London  you  must  name  the  sum  you  wish  to 
raise,  no  matter  whether  you  inscribe  your  stock 
in  the  books  of  the  Bank  of  England  or  not. 
Whether  you  ask  people  to  subscribe  your  loan 
at  a  certain  fixed  price,  whether  you  put  it  in 
the  hands  of  an  agent  to  raise,  or  whether  you 
invite  tenders  for  it,  it  is  just  the  same  —  y^u 
must  state  definitely  the  amount  of  the  loan.  The 
inscription  of  stock  is  of  little  or  no  importance. 
By  inscribing  your  stock  you  are  merely  registering 
it  as  a  person  registers  a  title-deed.  But,  though 
no  gain  i^  obtain^  by  inscribing  your  stock,  it  oosts 
something  to  do  it.  Holders  have  to  pat  a  duty 
of  2s.  6d.  on  each  £100  for*  transfer.  Therefore 
holders  do  not  get  whatever  benefit  there  may 
be  by  the  inscription  for  nothing.  It  is  alto- 
gether incorrect  to  say  that  the  inscnption  of 
stock  raises  the  credit  of  a  colony.  The  New 
South  Wales  Government  have  not  got  their 
stock  inscribed,  and  yet  their  credit  is  good,  and 
they  only  have  to  pay  4  per  cent,  for  tbe  money 
they  borrow,  while  we  have  to  pay  5  per  cent.  1 
wish  to  point  out  that  the  proper  way  to  get 
credit  in  the  London  money  market  is  to  show 
an  honest  Financial  Statement,  and  to  show  that 
we  really  have  a  surplus ;  and,  further,  to  show 
to  the  London  creditor  that  the  colony  is  in 
a  sound  condition.  I  have  oome  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  this  interception  of  Supply  has  only 
been  caused  by  the  anxiety  of  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  speak  to  the  country.  He  did  not 
say  distinctly  that  his  party  would  not  allow  the 
6K>vemment  to  obtain  supplies.  They  dare  not 
try  to  do  that,  because  they  know  they  have  not 
a  majority  in  the  House.  They  know  that  by 
their  mismanagement,  by  the  want  of  that  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikato  the  other  night 
stated  was  of  such  value,  by  the  want  of  brains  in 
fact,  they  have  sunk  in  the  estimation  of  their 
friends  and  the  countn^.  When  I  saw  the  late 
Premier  and  Colonial  Treasurer  standing  up  in 
this  House  and  disobeying  Mr.  Speaker  I  was 
grieved.    The  House  felt  strongly  on  this  sub- 

tect,  and  it  will  be  a  very  long  time  before  the 
lonorable  gentleman  recovers  his  lost  position. 
He,  of  all  men  in  the  House,  was  the  one  who 
should  have  shown  the  greatest  respect  for  the 
Speaker.  In  conclusion,  I  trust  that  the  GK>vem- 
ment  will  agree  to  a  reasonable  modification  in 
their  financial  proposals,  and  I  believe  they  are 
disposed  to  give  attention  to  the  wishes  of  their 
followers  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  ORMOND. —  Sir,  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  addressed  the  House  just 
now,  it  occurred  to  me,  and  I  dare  say  to  other 
honorable  gentlemen  also,  that  there  was  some 
reason  for  the  action  taken  the  other  night  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Stout)  in  desiring  that  this  debate  should 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion,  for  I  can  quite  under- 
stand tlmt  those  honorable  gentlemen  desired  that 
the  speech  we  have  just  heard  should  not  be 
made.  I  am  sure  that  those  honorable  gentle- 
men and  the  Government  could  not  have  desired 
that  that  speech  should  be  made,  for  the  honor- 
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able  eentleman  in  the  course  of  hia  remarks  has 
told  the  House  distinctly  that  he  has  the  greatest 
possible  doubts  in  the  6K>Ternment  he  is  sup- 
porting. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  never  said  such  a 
thing. 

Mr.  OBMOND.— I  took  notes  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  speech.  What  he  said  was  that 
that  was  a  GoTemment  which  he  desired  to  have 
hopes  in. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  said  it  was  a  Go- 
Temment that  I  had  hopes  in. 

Mr.  ORMOND.  —  Well,  I  do  not  object  to 
that  qualification  of  the  remark.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  he  did  not 
altogether  approve  oT  the  policy  of  the  present 
GoTemment,  and  that  he  entirely  disbelieTed  in 
the  policy  of  the  late  GoTemment.  It  was  per- 
fectly easy  to  see  what  would  follow.  The  Go- 
Temment that  my  honorable  friend  would  have 
beliered  in  was  such  a  Gt>vemment  as  he  once 
hoped  would  be  chosen  from  the  Middle  ParlT, 
and  of  which  he  would  be  chief.  He  has  said 
other  things  which  have  led  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  to  conclude  that  the  links 
which  bind  him  to  the  present  Gk>Ternment  are 
by  no  means  strong.  He  has  told  us  that  he 
is  waiting  to  see  what  measures  the  GoTemment 
intend  to  bring  down.  He  has  sketched  out 
what  in  his  opinion  the  6K>Terament  must  ap- 
proTe  before  they  can  rely  upon  his  support. 
Among  other  things,  he  has  said  that  the  Land 
Bill  must  proTide  a  uniform  price  for  land 
throughout  the  colony.  Well,  if  that  is  the 
price  the  Gt)Temment  have  to  pay  for  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  support,  I  say  that  before  they 
gnBt  that  support  they  will  alienate  one-half  of 
tneir  present  followers.  I  do  not  think  they  will 
eTer  agree  to  such  a  dogma  as  that. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — I  did  not  say  that 
there  should  be  a  uniform  price  for  land  through- 
out the  colony.  What  I  said  was,  that  there 
should  be  a  imiform  land  law  for  the  colony,  an 
upset  price  at  auction,  and  a  fixed  price  and  free 
selection. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  think  that  comes  ta  about 
the  same  thing.  I  know  something  about  the 
North  Island,  and  also  some  parts  of  the  Middle 
Island,  and  I  say  that  a  uniform  price  for  land  is 
an  impossibility.  In  many  parts  of  the  colony  it 
would  mean  the  absolute  stoppage  of  settlement ; 
and  any  GoTemment  which  would  bring  down 
a  proposal  to  make  the  price  uniform  would  ndt 
occupy  their  seats  on  those  benches  Tery  long. 
I  shall  refer  to  other  points  in  the  honorable 
gentleman's  speech  later  on.  Now,  in  the  speech 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Stout)  made,  it  appeared  to  me  that  all  the 
honorable  gentleman  desired  to  do  was  to  repel 
the  attacks  of  mT  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  the  Taieri,and,  so  far  as  he  was  able,  to  justify 
himself  for  the  action  he  is  now  taking  in  regard 
to  this  question.  He  appeared  to  me  to  be  trying 
to  free  the  GoTemment  from  the  charge  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  that  it 
was  a  GoTemment  supported  by  squatters.  That 
assertion  ran  through  my  honorable  friend's 
speech.  Through  the  inliole  of  his  remarks  there 
Mr,  Ormond 


seemed  to  run  a  fear  that  the  Gh>Temment  on 
those  benches  should  be  thought  to  be  support- 
ing squattin|[  interests.  I  do  not  know  what  my 
honorable  f nend's  motiTes  were,  but  we  all  know 
that  one  of  the  members  of  the  GoTemment  is  a 
gentleman  who  is  greatly  interested  in  squatting. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  is  the  gentleman  to  whom 
I  refer,  and  he  is  interested  in  squatting  to 
a  far  greater  extent  than  any  other  person  in 
this  House.  He  is  the  representative  of  the 
largest  landed  proprietor  in  New  Zealand — that 
gigantic  iuTestor  in  land  known  as  **  Big  Clarke." 
The  honorable  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  it 
is  his  business  to  go  against  anything  which  ii 
opposed  to  the  squatting  interests.  My  honor- 
able friend  has  said  that  the  present  GoTcmment 
haTe  been  put  in  ofllce  through  the  influence  of 
the  squatters ;  that,  in  fact,  the  interesta  of  eTery 
large  squatter  in  the  country  were  exerted  to 
place  them  on  those  benches.  Why,  Sir,  it  is  a 
matter  of  notoriety  that  amongst  the  most  urgent 
whips  in  the  lobby  were  gentlemen  haTing  the 
squatting  interests  at  heart,  and  I  suppose  they 
must  haTe  good  reasons  for  wishing  to  keep 
those  gentlemen  in  their  present  positions.  We 
know  that  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Stout)  holds  peculiar  views  of  his  own 
on  the  land  question,  and  possibly  he  hopes  that 
those  Tiews  will  be  supported  by  the  GoTem- 
ment. To  go  back  to  the  debate  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  deoate  now  is  Tery  much  the  same  as 
it  wat  when  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Egmont  finished  the  excellent  speech  which  he 
ddiTored  a  few  nights  ago.  There  has  been 
no  progress  whateTer  made.  The  exposure  which 
he  80  freely  made  of  the  financial  proposals  of 
the  Gt>Temment  has  in  no  way  been  answered 
by  the  other  side,  and  there  has  been  no  attempt 
to  answer  it.  My  honorable  friend  clearly 
showed  to  this  House  and  to  the  country  that 
the  financial  proposals  of  the  GoTemment  dis- 
played large  deficiencies  which  they  had  not  pro- 
Tided  for.  The  speech  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  ought  to  be  known  from  one 
end  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  for  I  feel  certain 
that  his  speech  will  be  read  by  every  person  in  the 
colony  who  takes  an  interest  in  public  questions. 
He  has  exposed  numerous  errors ;  he  has  shown 
that  the  present  CK)Ternment  propose  to  proride 
for  provincial  liabilities  which  are  no  liabilities 
at  all;  he  has  shown  that  they  are  proposing 
to  borrow  money — four  millions — which  sum  is 
not  required;  and  he  has  shown  that  it  is  not 
in  the  interests,  but  absolutely  opposed  to  the 
interests,  of  the  colony  that  a  loan  for  such  a 
sum  should  be  allowed  to  be  borrowed.  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  follow  my  honorable  friend  in 
the  arguments  and  figures  he  brought  forward 
to  show  the  deficiencies  which  the  6k>vemment 
finance  disclosed,  for  there  has  been  no  attempt  to 
answer  them.  They  exist;  there  is  no  doubt  about 
them ;  and  it  would  be  simply  wasting  the  time 
of  the  House  to  refer  to  them  further.  But,  Sir, 
I  shall  enter  my  protest  against  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  in  resnect  to  making  provision 
for  these  provincial  liabilities.  And  when  these 
proposals  oome  down  I  shall,  and  I  hope  my  side 
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of  the  House  will,  endearoar  to  prevent  the  Go- 
Ternment  from  inflicting  any  suoh  injury  upon 
the  country  as  to  pay  those  liabilities  out  of  the 
consolidated  revenue.  We  are  a  strong  party, 
strong  enough  to  see  justice  done  to  the  colony, 
and  we  shiJl  see  justice  done  in  this  matter. 
What  are  these  proyinoial  liabilities?  The  honor- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Stevens), 
in  his  speech  to-day,  gave  details  of  those  liabili- 
ties, and  so  the  House  can  understand  of  what 
they  are  made  up.  I  ask  honorable  gentlemen,  on 
whatever  side  of  the  House  they  may  be,  whether 
most  of  those  things  can  properly  be  called  pro- 
vincial liabilities. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  — They  are  your  own 
estimates. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
entirely  mistaken.  They  are  made  up  largely  of 
the  bogus  Estimates  of  the  honorable  member 
himself — the  present  Minister  for  Lands  and  the 
iKte  Superintendent  of  Otago.  Items  were  placed 
on  the  Otago  Estimates  by  him  which  he  knew 
there  were  no  funds  to  meet.  The  honorable 
member  for  Eg^nont  very  clearly  told  the  Houae 
what  was  the  connection  of  the  late  Government 
with  those  Uabilities.  He  had  obtained  from  the 
Tsrious  provincial  officers  returns  of  outstanding 
rotes  unexpended  in  past  years,  and  estimated 
for  by  the  Superintendents,  which  had  not  been 
spent.  Any  honorable  member  who  has  taken 
part  in  provincial  administration  knows  that 
every  year  many  votes  passed  by  the  Provincial 
Council  were  not  required  and  were  not  spent. 
However,  that  was  not  the  category  in  which 
these  provincial  liabilities  stood.  They  were 
largely  made  up  of  bogus  Estimates  framed  by 
the  late  Superintendent  of  Otago. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— There  was  responsible 
government  in  Otago  at  that  time. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
himself  r^Mnsible  for  them. 

Mr.  REES.— Mr.  Reid. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  do  not  care  if  that  is  so, 
though  I  do  not  agree  that  it  is  correct.  But  I 
say  that  a  Gt>vemment  sitting  on  those  benches, 
having  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  has 
no  business  to  impose  those  bogus  Estimates  on 
the  colony.  We  on  this  side  of  the  House  will 
see  that  those  items  are  properly  looked  into, 
and  that  the  colony  shall  not  be  forced  to  pay 
for  services  which  are  not  required,  and  upon 
which  colonial  money  should  never  be  spent. 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  entirely  wrong  in 
stating  that  those  are  the  Estimates  of  the  late 
Gk>vemment.  They  were  simply  the  outcome  of 
instructions  to  the  Provincial  Auditors,  who  sent 
them  up.  The  Gbvemment  intended  to  go  over 
those  items  very  carefully  in  Cabinet,  and  to 
strike  out  all  that  were  unnecessary.  I  say 
deliberately  that,  out  of  the  whole  of  the  items, 
I  do  not  believe  we  should  have  brought  down 
£20,000. 

Sir  G.  GRET. — I  rise  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. The  Estimates  wero  left  printed  in 
the  office  by  the  late  Government,  as  their  Esti- 
mates, and  wero  handed  over  to  us  as  such  by  the 
proper  officers.  They  wero  all  printed  and  in 
order. 


Mr.  ORMOND. — Of  course  they  wereprinted, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  considered.  T^q  Sup- 
plementary Estimates  aro  propared  in  exactly  the 
same  way,  and  honorable  gentlemen  who  have 
taken  any  part  in  the  government  of  the  country 
know  that  that  is  the  ordinary  course  taken.  Thero 
is  another  matter  to  which  I  hope  my  party  will 
turn  their  attention.  That  is  the  proposal  of  the 
Government  to  borrow  four  millions  of  money.  I 
entirely  affroe  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  that  it  is  diametricallT  opposed  to  the 
interests  of  the  colony  that  we  snould  go  into  the 
money  market  at  the  present  time  to  borrow  such 
a  sum  for  such  pturpoees.  A  good  deal  has  been 
said  in  the  House  upon  the  Inscription  of  Stock 
Bill,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
throw  it  in  the  teeth  of  our  side  of  the  House  that 
we  looked  to  the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  to  do 
great  things.  I  am  not  going  to  enter  upon  that 
question  at  any  great  length,  but  I  will  say  that 
we  do  believe  the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  is 
capable  of  being  used  with  great  advantage  to  this 
colony.  That  opinion  is  sharod  by  other  colonies. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  not  definitely  told  us 
what  the  Government  intend  to  do  vrith  the  In- 
scription of  S( ock  Bill .  At  first  the  Premier  came 
down  and  told  us  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  take  up  that  Bill.  However, 
I  understand  by  a  later  reference  that  they 
have   roconsiderod  the  matter,  and  do  not  pro- 

rBe  to  take  up  the  Bill.  If  that  is  the  case 
say  that  a  great  injury  will  be  done  to  the 
colony.  Whether  it  is  so  or  not,  it  will  not  afiect 
my  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  many  others  as  to 
the  advisability  of  autuorizing  the  Government  to 
raise  four  milUons  at  the  prosent  time.  In  my 
opinion  it  will  be  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the 
colony  to  go  Home  to  borrow  four  millions,  and  to 
say  that  two  millions  of  that  amount  aro  required 
to  meet  floating  liabilities.  I  do  not  think  it 
will  improve  our  credit.  The  proposals  of  the 
late  Gt)vernment  contrast  very  favourably  with 
those  of  the  present  Government  in  that  respect. 
We  proposed  to  ask  for  a  loan  of  two  millions, 
and  that  would  be  ample  for  all  the  purposes  for 
which  we  desired  to  provide.  Even  under  the 
proposals  of  the  present  Gt>vemment,  not  moro 
tlian  two-and-a-half  millions  aro  required.  Prob- 
ably two-and-a-quarter  millions  would  suffice.  It 
would  have  been  much  better  for  the  Government 
to  have  adopted  our  policy  in  that  respect,  as  thev 
have  in  nearly  everything  else.  It  would  be  much 
better  for  them  between  this  and  next  session 
to  prepare  reliable  estimates  and  plans  for  the 
completion  of  the  main  trunk  lines  of  railway,  so 
that  they  might  be  in  a  position  to  go  to  the  Home 
market  and  say,  "We  want  so  manv  milUons  to 
complete  these  public  works."  The  late  Ministry 
had  reason  to  believe  that  if  that  course  were 
adopted — if  we  could  satisfv  the  lender  at  Home 
that  the  money  was  wanted  for  purposes  which 
were  sure  to  be  reproductive — not  only  would  the 
credit  of  the  colony  not  suffer,  but  we  should  get 
the  money  on  very  favourable  terms.  If  those 
honorable  gentlemen  attempt  to  carry  out  their 
proposal  to  borrow  four  millions  for  a  temporary 
purpose,  without  any  general  plan  to  put  before 
the  lender,  they  will  go  into  the  money  market  at 
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a  ruinouB  sacrifice.  It  will  be  the  business  of  this 
side  of  the  House  to  see  that  tbeir  borrowing  is 
restricted  to  sudi  a  sum  as  the  colony  requires, 
and  if  they  wish  to  remain  on  those  benches  the^ 
will  hare  to  conform  to  the  wishes  and  determi- 
nation of  this  side  of  the  House  on  that  question 
as  well  as  upon  others.  The  next  point  to  which 
I  wish  to  refer  is  in  connection  with  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates.  As  I  was  the  Minister  re- 
sponsible for  the  preparation  of  those  Estimates, 
1  should  like  to  state  to  the  House  how  they  were 
prepared.  In  doing  so  I  must  follow  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Taieri,  and  refer  to  the  com- 
munications of  *'  own  correspondents  "  sent  about 
the  colony.  After  I  went  out  of  office  telegrams 
were  sent  all  OTcr  the  colony  under  the  heading, 
"  Monstrous  Jobbery  and  Corruption,"  and  were 
to  the  following  effect :  "  There  has  been  found 
in  tlie  pigeon-hole  of  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  a  detailed  statement  of  roads  and  bridges 
which  were  promised  by  the  late  GoTemment  to 
their  supporters  for  the  purchase  of  their  Totes." 
The  present  Gofemment  say  they  know  nothing 
of  those  correspondents;  but  I  should  like  to 
know  how  those  correspondents  knew  anything 
about  the  Supplementary  Estimates  at  all  long 
before  they  came  before  this  House.  Now  let 
me  tell  the  House  how  those  Estimates  were 
prepared.  During  the  session  many  honorable 
gentlemen  of  this  House  and  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  came  to  me  wben  I  was 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  laid  before  me 
the  wants  of  their  respective  districts.  I  had 
the  honor  to  recelTe  yourself,  Sir,  and  also  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature;  also  a  yei*y  larse  majority  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  who  sit  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House,  and  who  then  composed  the 
Opposition ;  and  I  also  received  a  great  number 
of  the  friends  of  the  late  Government.  My 
practice  was  to  take  down  ihe  requests  laid  be- 
fore me  by  those  gentlemen,  and  to  make  a 
schedule  of  them ;  and  that  schedule  was  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  which  the  Government 
have  now  brought  into  the  House,  and  have  been 
good  enough  to  recommend.  My  colleagues  were 
in  no  way  responsible  for  those  Supplemental  y 
Estimates ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  tliiuk 
nearly  every  item,  if  not  every  one,  represents  a 
work  which  is  calculated  to  contribute  largely  to 
the  advantage  of  the  country,  and  I  am  glad  the 
Government  have  seen  their  way  to  provide  for 
those  works.  That  is  the  history  of  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates.  The  Hon.  the  Premier  will 
now  see  that  it  does  not  follow  that,  because  tlio 
sheets  are  printed,  they  are  left  there  as  the  Esti- 
mates of  the  late  Government.  The  next  point  of 
which  I  made  a  note  is  iti  reference  to  an  item  for 
which  the  Government  have  thought  proper. to 
provide.  I  refer  to  the  £117,000  for  outstanding 
claims ;  and  I  allude  to  this  because  I  under- 
stood that  the  other  night,  when  my  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Waikouaiti  was  speaking, 
the  Premier  said  the  Government  did  not  assert 
that  these  were  matters  they  had  to  provide  for, 
or  that  they  were  in  any  way  committ«d  to 
them.  I  have  here  a  copy  of  the  speech  which 
be  made,  and  which  he  has  circulated  through- 
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out  the  country,  in  which  he  refers  to  that  ques- 
tion.    He  says, — 

"  Then  there  is  another  amount  which  must  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House,  and  that 
is,  claims,  of  which  the  House  has  never  been  in- 
formed, for  extra  works  and  other  contracts  for 
railways  amounting  to  £171,237.  It  may  be 
urged  that  the  whole  of  that  amount  may  not  be 
found  to  be  due  and  payable.  I  have  only  to  say 
that  the  very  first  item  contested,  £800,  wos  found 
to  be  wholly  due,  every  penny  of  it ;  and  I  believe 
that  nearly  the  whole  £171,000  will  be  required, 
or,  at  anv  rate,  that  there  will  be  a  heavy  chaise 
against  tne  colony  on  this  account." 

Well,  I  have  a  mucli  better  knowledge  of  what 
these  claims  are  made  up  of  than  the  Premier 
could  have  had  when  he  made  that  speech.  It  is 
very  unfortunate  for  the  colony  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  have  gone  so  far  in  admit- 
ting claims  which,  I  say,  are  most  of  them  mon- 
strous. My  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Christohurch  City  (Mr.  Bichardson)  is  well  aware 
of  what  the  main  bulk  of  those  items  is  composed. 
They  are  claims  of  the  Messrs.  Brogden,  claims 
under  which  those  gentlemen  desire  to  take 
advantage  of  the  terms  of  a  contract,  and  to 
be  paid  for  works  which  they  never  executed. 
These  are  the  kind  of  works  which  the  Premier 
tells  the  colony  will  have  to  be  paid  for.  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Broeden 
and  Co.  have  been  strenuous  supporters  of  the 
Government,  and  have  been  largely  instrumental 
in  placing  those  gentlemen  on  those  benches. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  whether 
it  is  right  that  a  statement  of  that  kind  should  be 
made.     It  is  absolutely  false 

Mr.  ORMOND.— It  is  true. 

Sir  G.  GRET.— The  statement  is  as  false  as 
any  words  ever  uttered  by  any  one — as  false  as  his 
other  charges  against  me  were. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  that  the  question  is 
scarcely  one  for  the  Speaker  to  decide.  A  very 
grave  charge  has  been  made,  but  the  language 
used  was  not  unparliamentary,  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  making  it  must  rest  with  the  honorable 
member  who  made  it.  At  the  same  time,  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  House  is  quite  aware  that  it  is  not  only 
Parliamentary,  but  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
due  and  proper  conduct  of  debate,  that,  when 
an  honorable  member  against  wliom  a  specific 
charge  has  been  made  rises  in  his  place  and 
denies  it,  the  charge  ought  not  to  be  repeated. 
The  honorable  member  may  move  for  an  inquiry 
to  sustain  his  allegation,  if  he  thinks  proper,  but 
,  in  a  courteous  manner  he  ought  to  accept  the 
denial.  I  am  sure  the  honorable  member  will 
feel  that  in  doing  so  he  is  conforming  with  the 
usages  of  Parliament.  I  cannot  say  more  on  the 
subject.  I  think  that  the  honorable  member 
should  accept  the  denial  when  made  by  an  hoiUH*- 
able  member  rising  in  his  place  in  the  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  rise  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation.    The  cluirge  against  me  is 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  made  no  charge. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  charge  made  against  me 
is  this :  that  I  stated  to  the  House  in  my  place 
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that  certain  claims  would  be  in  a  great  parfc 
established,  because  one  of  them  bad  been  esta- 
blished. NoTT,  I  was  told,  in  the  presence  of  this 
House,  that  those  claims  were  absolutely  un- 
founded, that  I  had  supported  them,  and  that 
the  fact  of  my  having  supported  those  unfounded 
claims  was  attended  by  the  "  significant  fact,*'  that 
the  parties  who  had  made  the  claims  were  mainly 
concerned,  or  greatly  concerned,  in  placing  myself 
and  m?  friends  on  these  benches.  I  ask,  in  the 
face  of  this  House  and  of  the  country,  that  a 
Committee  may  be  appointed  to  inyestigate  those 
charges,  which  I  declare  to  be  false  and  foul. 

Mr.  ORMOND. — I  say  it  is  my  opinion.  I 
ask  you  to  protect  me,  Sir.  I  deny  that  I  have 
made  any  chiarge  against  the  honorable  gentleman 
at  all. 

Mr.  SPBAKEB.— If  the  honorable  gentleman 
does  not  retract  these  words,  and  the  Premier 
objects  to  these  words,  if  he  wishes  they  will  be 
taken  down,  and  the  House  wiU  deal  with  them. 
The  honorable  member  will  recollect  that  he  has 
made  an  accusation. 

Mr.  ORMOND. — I  have  mode  no  accusation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — Of  course  the  honorable 
member  can  explain  his  meaning.  The  charge 
made  against  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  was,  that  certain  gentlemen  had  certain 
claims  upon  the  colony ;  that  he,  the  member  for 
the  Thames,  had  those  claims  recognized ;  and 
that  those  gentlemen  had  been  mainly  instru* 
mental  in  placing  the  member  for  the  Thames 
on  the  Government  benches.  Now,  that  is  a  very 
grave  charge.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  does 
not  accept  the  denial  which  the  honorable,  gentle- 
man so  charged  has  given  to  charges  which  he  says 
are  "false"  and  "foul,"  the  honorable  member 
can  ask  for  an  investigation  into  them.  I  say  the 
words  applied  to  those  charges  were  strong,  but 
I  must  say  the  accusation  was  strong.  I  have 
pointed  out  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued. 
When  such  a  charge  is  made  and  is  denied,  and 
the  honorable  member  making  it  declines  to  ac- 
cept the  denial,  it  can  be  investigated  in  the  way 
already  indicated  by  the  honorable  meml>er  against 
whom  the  charge  nas  been  made.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  the  debate  to  go  on  if  such  charges  are 
made,  and  their  denial  is  not  accepted.  I  would 
therefore  suggest  that  the  course  proposed  by  the 
Premier  is  a  verv  proper  course  to  adopt.  At 
the  same  time,  I  must  say  that  an  honorable 
meiQber,  in  denying  any  charge  made  against 
him,  should  abstain  from  using  language  which  I 
cannot  say  is  unparliamentary,  but  winch,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  undesirable  to  use. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— What  I  said  was  this:  I 
read  from  his  speech  what  he  said  about  these 
claims.  I  then  said  that,  of  my  own  knowledge,  a 
very  large  number  of  those  claims  were  from  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Brogdcn  and  Sons.  My  opinion 
is,  that  these  claims  are  unjust  in  every  respect. 
It  is  a  thing  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  so  tar  committed  himself  as  he 
has  here  to  these  claims.  He  sa^s,  "I  believe 
that  nearly  the  whole  £171,000  will  be  required, 
or,  at  anv  rate,  that  there  will  be  a  heavy  charge 
against  the  colony  on  this  account."  I  have  ex- 
preesed  my  opinion.    I  think  I  had  a  perfect 
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right  to  do  so.  I  have  in  no  way  infringed  any 
liberty  of  debate  in  saying  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
deep  regret  that  the  honorable  gentleman  should 
have  made  such  a  statement  io  the  House  in  re- 
ference to  these  claims.  I  went  on  to  say  what  I 
believe  t-o  be  correct.  I  do  not  know  what  part 
of  what  I  said  he  denies.  M^  belief  is  that  that 
firm  has  used  any  influence  it  has  to  place  the 
Government  on  those  benches. 

Sir  G.  GRET.— That  is  a  distinct  statement 
which  is  contrary  to  fact. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  maintain  that  what  I  say 
is  in  no  way  incorrect,  and  does  not  justify  the 
honorable  member  making  use  of  the  language  he 
has  done.  He  should  not  prevent  me  trom  say- 
ing what  I  desire  to  say.  it  appears  to  me  that 
our  rules  will  presently  operate  so  as  to  prevent 
us  from  speaking  the  trutn.  At  any  rate,  I  am 
very  glad  that  I  have  had  this  opportunity  of  re* 
ferring  to  this  matter,  because  I  say  the  people  of 
the  colony  wiU  now  look  after  these  claims  with  a 
very  jealous  eye — claims  the  colony  had  no  right 
to  have  thrust  upon  it.  This  was  my  object  in 
referring  to  the  subject. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
think  it  is  due  to  me  that  some  Committee  should 
be  appointed  to  investigate  into  this  matter. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — There  is  no  point  of  order. 

Sir  G.  GRET.— It  is  a  right  which  every  indi- 
vidual has,  that  when  a  charge  of  this  kind  has 
been  made  it  should  be  investigated  —  that  it 
should  be  noticed  in  some  way,  and  some  inquiry 
made  about  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  proper  course  for  the 
honorable  member  to  adopt  is  to  move  that  cer* 
tain  words  be  taken  down,  when  it  will  be  for  the 
House  to  take  any  course  it  may  think  proper. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  move,  That  the  words  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  be  taken  down. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— WiU  the  honorable  member 
be  good  enough  to  state  the  exact  words  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.— WiU  the  honorable  member 
state  the  words  he  usedP  He  said  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Brogden  and  Sons  were  mainly  instru- 
mental in  placing  the  Government  on  these 
benches. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— The  words  stated  were  not 
the  words  I  used. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOTJR.— Of  course  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— We  have  an  institution  con» 
nected  with  this  House  which  I  think  it  would  be 
best  to  appeal  to  in  cases  of  this  kind.  I  propose^ 
therefore,  if  the  House  does  not  dissent,  to  send 
for  the  notes  of  the  shorthand  writer. 

A  message  having  been  sent  for  the  Mansard 
notes, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,— The  notes  of  the  short- 
hand writer  are  these :  "  These  are  the  kind  of 
works  which  the  Premier  tells  the  colony  wiU 
have  to  be  paid  for.^  It  is  a  significant  fact  that 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Brogden  and  Sons  have  been 
the  strenuous  supporters  of  the  Government,  and 
were  mainly  instrumental  in  placing  those  gentle-' 
men  on  those  benches." 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  submit  that  there  is  no- 
thing in  those  words  which  is  unparliamentary. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  can- 
not  now  make  any  explanation  of  the  words. 
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Poes  the  honorftble  member  dispute  the  accaracy 
of  the  words  ? 

Mr.  ORMOND.— No,  Sir ;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is,  That  these 
words  be  ordered  to  be  taken  down. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  8PEAKER.~The  honorable  member  may 
now  make  any  explanation  he  chooses  of  the 
words. 

Mr.  ORMOND. — I  hare  nothing  to  say,  except 
that  tliey  are  such  words  as  I  was  perfectly  at 
liberty  to  use  in  my  position  as  a  representative 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  usual  proceeding,  when 
the  words  of  an  honorable  member  have  been 
taken  down,  is  that  he  should  retire,  after  ^nak- 
ine  an  explanation  of  them,  while  the  House  con- 
siders what  further  steps  shall  be  taken. 

Mr.  Obmond  retired. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  having  ordered 
the  words  of  the  honorable  member  for  Olive  to 
be  taken  down,  it  is  now  for  the  House  to  take 
any  further  steps  it  may  think  proper. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— If  the  House  will  permit  me, 
I  should  like  to  make  a  personal  explanation  with 
reference  to  this  subject,  and  my  exact  position 
with  respect  to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber rise  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  or  does 
he  intend  to  conclude  with  a  motion  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY. — To  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  can 
do  so,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  beg  to  say  that  no  single 
person  interested  in  these  claims  has  ever  miule 
any  application  to  me  in  reference  to  them ;  nor 
could  they  have  had  any  knowledge  that  I  in- 
tended to  allude  to  the  claims  in  this  House. 
It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  House  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Pamell,  Mr.  Reader 
Wood,  and  myself  have  been  friends  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Wood  assisted  me  in  investigating 
the  finances  of  the  colony,  and  he  told  me  tliat 
he  observed  an  omission — that  he  had  reason  to 
believe  there  were  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment, many  of  which,  or  several  of  which,  he 
beliered  would  be  established,  at  least  in  part; 
and  that  a  very  large  charge  would  probably  be 
made  against  the  colony,  which,  he  thought,  would 
prove,  in  great  part  at  least,  to  be  a  true  charge, 
for  which  provision  ought  to  be  made,  and  that  it 
was  wrong  any  longer  to  conceal  from  the  House 
that  these  demands  existed.  I  therefore  called 
for  a  return  of  those  outstanding  claims  that  had 
been  refused.  I  never  even  saw  the  head  of  the 
department  in  regard  to  the  subject.  In  reply  to 
my  memorandum,  a  return  of  the  claims  was  sent 
to  me,  and,  with  the  exception  of  my  colleagues, 
I  mentioned  the  matter  to  no  one.  I  laid  upon 
the  table  the  statement  furnished  to  me  by  the 
officer,  and  I  found  that  the  only  item  in  it  which 
had  come  under  the  consideration  of  a  Committee 
of  Parliament  had  been  allowed  in  whole.  It  was 
a  sum  of,  I  think,  £800.  That  fact,  coupled  with 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Wood,  who  told  me  that  he 
had  made  some  inquiry  regarding  the  subject, 
satisfied  me  that  liurge  claims  would  be  made 
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against  the  colony.  I  then  made  a  statement  to 
that  effect  to  the  House ;  but,  as  I  have  already 
said,  no  person  interested  in  the  claims  ever  ap* 

Elied  to  me  about  them,  or  could  even  in  any  way 
ave  known  that  it  was  my  intention  to  more  in 
the  matter.  I  believe  I  did  not  even  know  to  whom 
the  accounts  were  due.  So  far  from  my  regard- 
ing those  connected  with  the  firm  of  Brogden  and 
Sons  as  my  friends,  I  should  have  looked  upon 
them  as  extremely  hostile  to  me.  Indeed,  I  am 
not  even  sure  who  they  are ;  and  when  I  say  that 
a  gentleman  who  was  secretary  to  that  firm,  Mr. 
Holt,  was  the  informant  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Clive  in  reference  to  one  charge  which  baa 
been  made  aeainst  me,  the  House  will  feel  thai 
I  could  not  look  upon  them  as  persons  likely  to 
give  me  any  support. 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  consider  the  words  made  use 
of  by  the  honorable  member  for  Clire  not  so 
much  a  charge  against  the  Ministry  as  against 
the  majority  who  placed  them  in  power;  and 
with  that  view  I  move  the  following  resolution : 
— "That  this  House  considers  that  it  is  dero- 
gatory to  the  privileges  of  this  House  to  accuse 
the  members  of  this  House  who  Toted  for  the 
motion  that  was  instrumental  in  placing  the  pre- 
sent Government  in  office,  of  having  been  induced 
to  do  so  by  the  influence  of  Qt)vemment  con- 
tractors ;  and  that  as,  the  words  taken  down  as 
having  been  used  by  Mr.  Ormond  make  such  a 
charge,  he  be  aeked  to  apologize  for  so  using 
them."  Should  it  go  abroad  that  an  outside  in- 
fluence had  placed  a  Ministry  in  power — espe- 
cially a  contracting  firm's  influence — it  would 
greatly  injure  our  credit.  The  charge  brought 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Clive  is  not  only 
unfounded,  but  he  must  know  it  to  be  unfounded. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  quite  agree  that  when  an 
honorable  member  makes  use  of  such  words  it  is 
not  only  the  Ministry,  but  the  members  who  put 
them  in  office,  who  are  implicated,  and  I  trust 
honorable  members  will  give  one  another  credit 
for  not  being  influenced  by  contractors  or  any 
other  individuals.  It  should  not  be  allowed  to 
go  forth  that  this  House  has  been  influenced  by  a 
contractor.  It  would  lower  the  House  in  the  eyes 
of  the  constituencies  and  the  outside  world,  and 
injure  our  credit.  I  trust  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive  will  make  an  ample  apology. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  think  we  have  raised  a  storm 
in  a  teapot.  It  is  well  known  that  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Messrs.  Broaden  is  a  constant 
Tisitor  to  the  lobbies,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
he  was  rery  energetic  in  opposing  the  late  Go- 
vernment.   That  IS  known  all  over  the  town. 

Hon.  Membbes. — Name. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  Honorable  gentlemen  who 
are  anxious  can  go  and  find  out  the  name. 
He  is  constantly  in  the  Strangers'  Room  in  this 
House,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  he 
was,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  endeaTonriog  to 
get  the  old  Government  out  of  office ;  and,  see- 
ing that  the  majority  which  put  them  out  was  so 
small,  his  influence  might  have  been  of  some 
consequence.  I  do  not  know  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive  was  any  more  wrong  in  what 
he  said  than  the  honorable  gentleman  oppo- 
site, who  constantly  tells  the   House   that  the 
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late  Ministrj  robbed  tbe  country  to  serve  tbeir 
friends.  I  would  like  to  know  if  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Clive  said  was  half  so  strong  as 
that.  No  doubt  a  member  or  representative  of 
tbe  Brogden  firm  would  be  anxious  to  get  the 
late  Government  out  of  office,  seeing  that  they 
have  a  claim  of-  some  £170,000  against  the  colony 
which  the  late  Ministry  would  not  recognize.  He 
would  know  that  he  could  lose  nothing  by  the  old 
Government  going  out,  while  it  was  possible,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  incoming  Government 
might  look  more  favourably  on  it.  And,  further, 
it  was  quite  natural,  if  he  had  any  friends  in  the 
House,  that  he  should  endeavour  to  show  them 
that  the  claim  was  more  righteous  than  the  Go- 
Tei'hment  in  office  seemed  to  think  it.  That  was 
all  that  the  honorable  member  for  CUve  had 
said. 

Hon.  Mbhbebs. — Oh. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Yes,  that  was  all  he  said — ^at 
any  rate,  all  he  meant ;  and  if  some  rather  strong 
words  crept  in,  as  they  would  creep  in  in  the  heat 
of  debate,  the  House  should  take  no  notice  of 
that.  It  is  notorious  that  this  gentleman  is  con- 
stantly in  the  House. 

Hon.  Mbhbebs. — Name. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — I  shall  not  give  the  name. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Sir. 
Is  not  the  honorable  member  bound  to  give  the 
name  when  called  upon  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  no  reason  why  the 
honorable  member  should  be  compelled  to  go 
further  than  he  wishes  to  go. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  Hon.  the  Premier  just 
now  mentioned  the  name  of  Captain  Holt.  Why, 
Sir,  Captain  Holt  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
firm  for  some  years,  I  understand.  My  honor- 
able friend  made  no  charge  against  the  Premier. 
I  do  not  see  what  is  tbe  use  of  taking  further 
notice  of  this  matter.  He  simply  said  that  this 
person  had  used  hb  influence  to  get  the  Govern- 
ment into  office. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Oh. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^The  honorable  member  for 
Fort  Chalmers  is  a  great  partisan.  He  cannot 
help  looking  at  everything  through  his  party 
■pectacles. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.  —  I  may  say,  in  explana- 
tion  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  was  going  to  say  that  when 
we  get  angry  we  sometimes  go  further  than  we 
ought.  I  sometimes  say  that  in  the  heat  of  debate 
which  I  would  not  say  in  cooler  moments,  and 
I  readily  withdraw  anything  offensive ;  and  it  is 
useless  pressing  this  matter  further.  I  submit 
tliat  there  b  nothing  to  be  gained  by  explana- 
tions. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— According  to  the  words  taken 
down,  the  matter  does  not  stand  as  the  honorable 
member  fur  Waikouaiti  puts  it.  The  honorable 
member  for  Clive  said  this  firm  had  been  mainly 
instrumental  in  placing  this  Government  in  power ; 
and  that  implies  a  direct  charge  of  corruption 
against  every  honorable  member  who  placed  them 
there.  Tbe  honorable  member  for  Clive  also 
iliid  that  the  Colonial  Tref^urer  was  the  agent 


for  "  Big  Clarke,"  while  he  must  know  that  "  Big 
Clarke"  is  not  in  existence.  He  has  been  dead 
for  many  years.  I  would  also  call  the  attention 
of  the  mover  of  this  resolution  to  the  fact  that 
he  has  made  a  slight  omission.  He  should  insert 
the  word  "  retract"  as  well  as  "apologize." 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  — Sir,  I  would  point  out 
that  we  have  in  our  midst  the  institution  of  the 
Press.  The  Press  is  relied  upon  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  and  also  by  Her  Majesty's 
Opposition,  and  it  is  used  by  both  parties.  The 
Press  is  an  exponent  of  public  opinion,  and  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  are  influenced  by  the  Press. 
Is  it  therefore  to  be  inferred,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  House  is  corrupt?  You 
might,  with  equal  justice,  say  that  honorable 
members  are  corrupt  because  members  take 
notice  of  what  is  written  in  the  Press.  It  is 
perfectly  ridiculous  to  waste  time  in  discussing 
a  matter  of  this  kind.  If  I  were  not  a  member 
of  this  House  it  would  be  my  right  to  come  into 
the  lobbies  of  this  House  and  urge  my  views 
on  a  public  question,  or  on  a  private  question, 
upon  any  honorable  members  who  chanced  to  be 
my  friends.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
justice  of  the  observation  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Clive.  But  this  I  know :  that 
it  is  perfect Iv  just  on  the  part  of  the  agent  or 
the  friend  of  Messrs.  Brogden  or  Messrs.  Any- 
body-else to  come  to  the  precincts  of  this  House, 
to  approach  honorable  members  of  this  House, 
and,  if  smarting  under  a  sense  of  injustice,  to 
urge  their  rights.  Why,  Sir,  it  is  quite  possible 
that  what  the  honorable  member  has  said  is  true. 
I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it.  I  have  got  my 
eyes  about  me.  I  know  what  is  going  on  in 
this  House  and  the  precincts  thereof  as  well  as 
anybody  else.  I  do  not  think  I  am  an  hour  in 
a  week  out  of  the  precincts  of  this  House ;  and 
I  see  what  is  going  on.  I  attend  to  my  Parlia- 
mentary duties  aft>er  my  own  fashion.  I  have 
seen  what  has  been  occurring  in  this  House,  and 
I  have  seen  what  has  been  going  on  in  the  lobbies. 
I  know  honorable  members  who  have  been  ad- 
dressed by  particular  individuals.  In  fact,  my 
time  has  not  only  been  very  much  occupied  by 
watching  what  has  been  gomg  on  outsiae  this 
House,  but  also  what  has  been  going  on  within 
its  precincts,  and  I  know  this :  that  the  aeents 
of  tbe  Messrs.  Brogden  have  been  remarkably 
active  in  their  attendance  upon  honorable  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  But  I  do  not  attach  any 
base  significance  to  that.  They  have  a  perfect 
right  to  do  so.  What  has  resulted  from  that  dose 
application  to  the  interests  of  that  mercantile 
firm  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  I  cannot  say  what 
the  result  has  been  ;  but  any  honorable  member 
who  has  his  eyes  about  him  has  a  perfect  right  to 
remark  upon  what  he  sees,  and  it  is  tbe  duty  of 
every  member  of  this  House  to  tell  the  country 
what  he  thinks  in  regard  to  action  taken,  not 
unfairly,  but  openly,  by  the  lieutenants  of  any  ' 
mercantile  firm  or  individual.  Nothing  more  hat 
been  done  than  that,  and  I  say  that  this  is  a 
ridiculous  waste  of  time.  It  is  parading  one  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House  for  a  very  unnecessary 
purpose  indeed. 

Mr.  R£^.— I  do  not  think  that  the  honorable 
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gentleman  who  last  addressed  the  House  is  at  all 
aware  of  what  he  has  been  talking  about.  If  he 
had  been  in  the  House  and  had  heard  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Olive 
he  would  hare  known  what  he  was  speaking  about, 
but  he  did  not  hear  the  words  which  were  taken 
down,  and  which  were  these :  "  It  is  a  sig- 
nificant fact  that  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Brogden 
and  Sons  have  been  the  strenuous  supporters  of 
the  Government,  and  were  mainly  instrumental 
in  placing  those  gentlemen  on  these  benches." 
That  remark  was  made  in  allusion  to  a  statement 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Clive  that  the 
Premier  hod  in  a  sense  advocated  these  claims 
before  the  House  and  the  country.  That  was 
the  charge — that  the  Premier  had  advocated 
these  claims  before  the  House  and  the  country, 
and  that  it  was  a  significant  fact  that  the  men 
who  had  the  claims  had  been  mainly  instrumental 
in  placing  the  Premier  where  he  was.  To  any 
person  animated  with  feelings  of  honor,  or  even 
with  feelings  of  decency — to  any  person  animated 
with  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman — this  matter 
must  appear  in  this  light:  That  a  gross  charge 
is  made,  not  against  the  Brogden  people,  whoever 
they  may  be,  but  against  members  of  the  House, 
and  against  the  Ministry — a  charge  that  they 
were  absolutely  conspiring  together  to  urge 
claims  against  the  colony  which  they  knew  to 
be  false.  ("  Hear,  hear.'^  "  No,  no.*^)  Pardon 
me.  I  will  leave  it  to  the  impartial  judgment 
of  any  person  whether  it  does  not  amount  to 
that :  tnat  false  claims  are  urged  against  the 
country ;  that  the  Ministry  indorse  those  claims 
to  a  great  extent ;  and  that  it^  is  a  significant  fact 
that  the  men  who  urge  those  claims  were  the 
very  persons  who  put  the  Ministry  in  power. 
What  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that  there  is  a 
conspiracy  actually  existing  to  get  public  money 
paid  to  those  persons  and  to  put  the  Q-ovemment 
m  power,  or  it  means  notliing.  It  was  urged  in 
that  way  by  the  lionorable  member  for  Clive ;  and, 
no  matter  what  the  House  may  do,  I  warn 
honorable  members  that,  if  they  persist  in  drag- 
ging each  other  through  the  dirt,  they  will  not 
only  lose  the  respect  of  the  country  and  the  re- 
spect of  gentlemen,  but  they  will  lose  all  self- 
respect.  Every  member  of  this  House  knows 
that  what  was  said  was  absolutely  wrong  and 
improper.  If  it  had  been  trne,  then  a  charge 
should  have  been  founded  upon  it.  I  hope  a 
Committee  will  be  moved  for,  and,  if  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  charge,  the  person  who  makes 
it  will  not  be  fit  to  be  a  member  of  this  House. 
I  think  that  will  be  the  verdict  of  any  gentleman 
or  any  person  who  knows  in  what  a  code  of  honor 
consists.  I  was  not  only  surprised  to  hear  the 
statement  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  but  grieved  to  see  the  manner  and 
hear  the  words  with  which  that  honorable  gentle- 
man made  the  statement  ho  did.  However,  I 
say,  without  any  heat  or  passion,  that  no  man 
who  heard  what  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
said  can  ever  doubt  that  it  was  wrong.  However 
you  may  try  to  explain  it  away,  it  was  an  impu- 
tation made  in  aMaek  against  the  Government, 
and  should  not  be  allowed.  The  honomble  member 
Ibr  Waikouaiti  said  the  Premier  had  made  worse 
Mr,  Ree$ 


charges  when  attacking  the  lato  Government ;  but 
in  that  case  the  Premier  was  absolutely  right. 

("  No,  no,"  and  "  Hear,  hear.")    I  would  like 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  not  travel  into  irrelevant  matter. 

Mr.  REES. — I  was  only  going  to  answer  the 
observation  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti. However,  in  relation  to  the  words  used 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Clive,  it  seems  to 
me  that  no  man  can  deny  that  to  accuse  the 
Government  of  fevouring  claims  which  are  false, 
and  which  were  preferred  by  the  persons  who 
put  them  in  office — in  fact,  that  there  has  been 
collusion  between  the  persons  who  put  the  pre- 
sent Government  here  and  the  persons  who  urged 
those  claims — is  to  mnke  a  charge  of  so  grave 
a  nature  that  it  cannot  pass  without  challenge. 
The  motion  is  quiet  and  reasonable  enough — 
much  more  quiet  and  moderate  than  one  I 
should  have  prepared ;  and,  casing  on  one  side 
the  fact  that  the  words  are  untrue,  and  are 
denied  by  the  speaker,  I  say  that  if  they  are 
allowed  to  pass  imnoticed  it  will  bo  a  disgrace 
and  a  shame  to  this  representative  House. 

Mr.  BO  WEN.— I  do  think  tluit  a  challenge  of 
this  sort  in  the  House  has  become  an  absolute 
farce,  and  I  think  that  one  of  the  greatest  parts 
of  the  farce  is  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  should  lecture  us  on  man- 
ners. I  do  think  that  that  is  an  absolute  force ; 
and,  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there  appears  to 
be  growing  up— some  members  have  attempted 
to  set  up  in  this  House— a  sort  of  doctrine  that 
the  honorable  member  for  tlie  Tliames  may  say 
exactly  what  he  likes  about  any  other  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  House ;  but  that,  if  Iiis  con- 
duct is  criticised  in  any  manner  whatever,  he 
is  to  appeal  to  the  Speaker,  and  have  a  regular 
State  trial.  Sir,  we  have  had  this  over  and  over 
again,  and  I  think  that  it  is  nearly  time  we  should 
understand  whether  this  practice  is  to  go  on  or 
not.  The  honorable  menaber  for  Auckland  City 
East  said,  just  now,  that  what  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Tliames  had  said  of  us  was  abso- 
lutely true.  Why,  that  is  repeating  the  accusa- 
tions a^in.  Sir. 

Mr.  KEE3. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
was  proceeding,  whon  I  spoke  m  that  way,  to  state 
how  they  were  true.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  to  be  allowed  to  refer  to  them,  I  hope 
I  may  be  allowed  also.  If  they  are  true,  they 
are  true. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— Sir,  is  this  interruption  right  P 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  REES.— Am  I  not  to  have  the  right  of 
reply? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Certainly  not;  there  is  no 
right  of  reply  whatever.  The  honorable  member, 
I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say,  with  very  little  judg- 
ment, while  the  House  was  in  a  state  of  irrita- 
tion, adverted  to  what  has  long  passed  away,  and 
thereby  added  fuel  to  the  fire. 

Mr.  REES.— I  did  not  allude  to  it  first.  I 
was  replying  to  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti, Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— When  you  called  the  honor- 
able  gentleman  to  order,  Sir,  I  heard  hiui  answer- 
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ing  me  sotto  voce  that  ho  was  going  to  do  it  again, 
and  I  hare  not  the  least  doubt  tliat  he  will  take 
some  opportunity  of  insulting  me. 

Mr.  REES. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  nerer 
said  anything  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— However,  Sir,  I  accept  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  said 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  a  practice  growing 
up  of  making  obaerTations — uttering  them,  as  it 
were,  aside — which  is  exceedingly  undesirable  and 
will  become  intolerable.  Very  often  those  inter- 
ruptions do  not  reach  my  ear  ;  but  they  are  keen 
shafts  levelled  at  others  when  they  are  speaking, 
and  are  very  improper  indeed  ;  and  whenever  my 
attention  is  called  to  them,  from  whatever  side  of 
the  House  they  come,  I  shall,  with  absolute  im- 
partiality and  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  endeavour 
to  put  a  stop  to  them.  I  perceive  that  it  will  be 
almost  impossible,  if  that  practice  is  permitted, 
that  any  kind  of  decorum  in  debate  can  be  main- 
tained.        

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  thank  you  for  saying  that, 
Sir,  for  we  have  had  a  great  many  of  those  inter- 
ruptions. Repeatedly  I  have  heard  honorable 
gentlemen  interrupted  by  most  unmannerly  ob- 
servations. I  was  about  to  say  that  I  thinlc  this 
is  a  farce ;  and  1  hope  that  honorable  gentlemen, 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  who  value  liberty 
of  speech,  will,  altogether  independently  of  party, 
set  their  faces  against  one  honorable  gentleman 
being  dealt  with  in  a  different  manner  from  others. 
It  is  very  well  known  in  this  House  that,  not  once 
or  twice,  but  over  and  over  again,  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  made  this  complaint  now, 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  has  ac- 
cused the  late  Government  of  the  most  absolutely 
corrupt  practices.  Sir,  I  assure  you,  I  am  per- 
fectly astounded 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— What,  again ! 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  understood  you  to  rule,  Sir, 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
East  was  out  of  order  in  travelling  beyond  the 
question ;  and  he  accepted  your  ruling.  The 
honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  is  doing  what  you 
would  not  allow  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East  to  do. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — It  cannot  prove  any  case  to 
say  that  something  else  done  at  some  other  time 
was  equally  bad.  The  statement  may  be  perfectly 
true  in  itself,  but  it  is  not  pertinent  to  tne  ques- 
tion. Such  statements  can  only  lead  to  recrimi- 
nation ;  and  I  hope  the  honorable  member  will 
not  refer  to  remarks  made  in  a  previous  acri- 
monious debate. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  bow  to  your  ruling,  Sir ;  but 
I  would  ask  you  whether  it  is  not  lawful  for  mo, 
when  we  are  considering  whether  certain  words 
should  be  taken  down  and  gravely  censured,  to 
illustrate  the  question  by  showing  how  honorable 

gentlemen  have  spoken  before,  and  how  their 
nguage  hns  been  treated. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  should  be  pre- 
vented from  illustrating  his  argument.  I  merely 
pointed  out  the  danger  of  permitting  reference  to 
be  made  to  previous  aciimonious  debates,  just  as 
I  pointed  out  to  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 


land City  East  that,  if,  instead  of  making  general 
references,  to  which  no  one  could  object,  specific 
references  are  made  to  words  long  past,  we  shall 
get  into  sucli  a  confused  state  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  preserve  the  order  of  debate.  It 
must  be  well  known  that,  as  a  rule,  I  do  not  exer- 
cise my  power  of  interference  except  when  im- 
proper language  is  used.  On  this  occasion  it  is 
desirable  to  caution  honorable  members  not  to 
refer  to  specific  statements  made  in  former  de- 
bates, the  use  of  which  can  only  add  fuel  to 
the  fire. 

Mr.  BOWEN. — I  certainly  have  no  wish  to 
add  fuel  to  the  fire,  but  I  confess  that  I  was 
indignant  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  twist 
such  words  as  are  constantly  used  in  debate  into 
a  very  serious  charge  against  my  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Olive.  I  have  suffered  again 
and  again  from  the  use  of  language  as  compared 
with  which  this  is  absolutely  nothing,  with- 
out taking  any  notice  of  it.  I  do  not  wish 
to  rake  up  these  statements,  but  not  once  or 
twice,  but  over  and  over  again  these  accusa- 
tions have  been  made,  and  made  without  the 
slightest  shadow  of  foundation.  I  really  thought 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  was  not 
serious  when  he  proposed  this  resolution.  He  is 
a  man  who  professes  to  value  liberty  of  speechy 
and  would  not  attempt,  simply  for  party  purposes, 
to  wrest  what  an  honorable  gentleman  on  this 
side  says  in  a  manner  in  which  the  language  of 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  is  never 
wrested.  I  do  not  wish  to  transgress  the  rules 
of  debate.  I  merely  intended  to  mention  a  few 
specific  cases  which  sprang  to  my  mind  ;  but 
I  will  refrain  from  domg  so  now.  One  charge 
of  a  most  offensive  chai«aoter  was  made,  not 
later  than  yesterday,  against  my  honorable  friend 
the  late  Premier.  I  will  not  go  into  these  spe- 
cific cases,  but  I  will  say  this  :  that-  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  has  always  shown 
himself  most  curiously  thin-skinned  when  any- 
thing is  said  against  himself,  although  he  has 
constantly  accused  other  honorable  members,  in 
the  most  broadcast  way,  of  corruption.  I  do  ask 
the  House  to  put  aside  all  party  feeling  in  this 
matter,  and  to  consider  fairly  whether,  if  such 
words  as  those  uttered  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Clive  had  been  used  against  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House,  they  would  not 
have  been  cheered  to  the  echo. 

Mr.  JOYCE. — I  think  we  are  beginning  to 
travel  over  a  wide  field,  and  before  we  do  we 
should  consider  whether  we  are  not  in  error  in 
discussing  the  words  used  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber before  we  ask  him  to  state  to  the  House 
whether  he  has  in  his  possession  any  facts  to  bear 
out  the  expressions  he  used.  The  question  before 
us  now  is  whether  the  expressions  were  Parlia- 
mentary or  not.  They  were  Parliamentary  if  true 
or  founded  upon  facts,  but,  if  they  were  neither, 
they  certainly  were  unparliamentary,  and  the 
sooner  we  arrive  at  an  expression  of  opinion  upon 
them  the  better.  But  we  sliould  first  bring  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  before  the  House, 
and  question  him  as  to  the  facts  upon  which  he 
made  the  statement,  and  to  that  he  should  be 
bound  in  honor  to  give  a  distinct  reply.    After 
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that,  the  House  would  hare  no  difficulty  in  brine- 
ing  the  matter  to  a  conclusion.  If  the  honorable 
member  says  he  has  facts,  then  the  matter  can  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  ;  but,  if  he  has  no  facts, 
then  his  own  sense  of  propriety  should  prompt 
him  to  apologize  to  the  House. 

Captain  EUSSELL.— I  think  the  Honse  has 
overlooked  one  point  which  is  of  considerable  im- 
portance, and  that  is  that,  when  this  unfortunate 
Occurrence  took  place,  you.  Sir,  distinctly  ruled 
that  the  words  were  not  unparliamentary.  I 
therefore  take  exception  to  the  whole  proceeding, 
on  the  ground  that  the  words  were  not  unparlia- 
mentary according  to  the  ruling  of  the  gentleman 
who  is  placed  in  the  chair  of  this  House  to  keep 
order  in  our  debates.  I  baye  another  objection, 
and  it  is  this :  that,  so  far  as  I  understand  the 
Standing  Orders,  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
did  not  infringe  one  of  them.  I  say  that  the 
words  taken  down  are  not  the  words  used  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive.  I  heard  them  dis- 
tinctly myself ;  but,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  himself  contradict  them,  I  sh^  say  no- 
thing further  about  that.  However,  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  the  132nd  Standing  Order,  which 
says,  ''No  member  may  use  offensive  or  unbecom- 
ing words  in  reference  to  any  member  of  the 
House."  I  should  like  to  know  to  what  member 
of  the  House  the  honorable  member  for  Clive  ap- 
plied offensive  words. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs.— To  all. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — Suppose  he  did,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Standing  Onlers  which  would  ap- 
ply to  such  a  case. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— Bead  Standing  Order  130. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  That  Standing  Order 
bears  remotely  upon  the  matter,  but  it  is  for  the 
House  and  not  for  any  individual  member  to  take 
action  upon  that  Standing  Order.  It  says,  "  No 
member  may  use  offensive  words  against  either 
House  of  Parliament,  nor  against  any  Statute  un- 
less for  the  purpose  of  moving  for  its  repeal."  I 
am  sure  the  honorable  member  for  Clive  did  not 
sue  offensive  words  against  either  House  of  Par- 
liament. However,  there  is  still  another  ground 
upon  which  I  object  to  the  whole  proceedings. 
Standing  Order  135  says,  "  Every  such  objection 
is  to  bo  taken  at  the  time  when  such  wo  ids  are 
used,  and  not  after  any  other  member  has 
spoken."  Now,  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  when  the  words  were  used,  got  up  and 
made  a  personal  explanation,  paid  he  would 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  and 
sat  down.  There  was  no  intention  whatever  to 
move  that  the  words  should  be  taken  down.  It 
was  an  after-thought,  suggested  by  some  honor- 
able members  near  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.  A  short  discussion  intervened  between 
the  use  of  the  words  and  the  motion  that  they  be 
taken  down ;  and  therefore  the  whole  proceeding 
is  irregular,  inasmuch  as  no  offence  has  been 
proved.  The  objection  was  not  taken  at  the 
proper  time.  Therefore  the  whole  question  Is 
settled  bv  Standing  Order  135. 

Mr.   STOUT. --The  honorable  gentleman  is 

altogether  mistaken  in  his  interpretation  of  the 

Standing  Orders.     The  words  have  been  ordered 

to  be  taken  down  ;  therefore  Standing  Order  135 

Mr.  Joyce 


cannot  apply.  Besides,  no  other  honorable  mem- 
ber has  spoxen  in  the  debate.  Another  point  is, 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Clive  lias  admitted 
the  use  of  the  words,  and  has  repeated  them 
twice.  According  to  the  honorable  member's 
interpretation  of  Standing  Order  132,  an  honor- 
able member  might  reflect  upon  two  members  of 
the  House  but  not  on  one.  That  would  be  a 
strange  doctrine. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Napier  has  entirely  misunder- 
stood the  Standing  Orders.  It  is  quite  true  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  did  not  attack  one 
member  of  the  House,  but  he  has  done  worse  than 
that :  he  has  made  an  attack  upon  every  member 
who  supports  the  Government. 

Mr.  DB  LAUTOUB.— I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  is  quite  justified  in  defend- 
ing his  colleagues — we  can  quite  appreciate  his 
loyalty  in  that  respect ;  but  what  I  would  point 
out  is  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  words 
should  be  unparliamentary  to  be  taken  cognizance 
of  by  the  House.  The  grossest  aspersions  upon 
the  characters  of  honorable  members  may  be 
couched  in  unexceptionable  language,  but  the 
fact  that  the  words  themselves  are  not  unparlia- 
mentary does  not  absolve  an  honorable  member 
from  the  consequences  of  making  an  unfounded 
charge.  Any  honorable  member  may  move  that 
the  words  be  taken  down,  and,  if  those  words  cast 
unjustifiable  aspersions  upon  the  character  of 
any  honorable  member,  or  upon  any  section  of 
the  House,  if  they  accuse  a  section  of  the  House 
of  being  bought  by  contractors,  the  House  should 
take  cognizance  of  that.  I  do  not  agree  with 
honorable  members  who  consider  such  charges  a 
farce.  We  have  been  told  that  this  is  a  mrce 
because  other  charges  have  been  made  at  some 
other  time 

Mr.  SPEAB:EB.— The  honorable  member  for 
Napier  has  raised  the  question  that  the  whole  of 
these  proceedings  are  irregular,  and  has  referred 
to  certain  Standing  Orders.  One  point  raised  by 
the  honorable  member  was  that  the  words  were 
not  taken  down  there  and  then.  If  that  had  been 
so,  it  clearly  would  not  have  been  right  to  take 
down  the  words.  But  anything  said  after  the  ob- 
jection was  raised  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  speech. 
It  was  a  kind  of  converrtational  altercation  be- 
tween the  Premier  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Clive.  That  formed  no  part  of  the  debate.  There- 
marks  were  made  by  way  of  explanal  ion.  Then  the 
honorable  gentleman  took  an  objection  on  a  point 
of  order  that  I  ruled  that  these  words  were  not 
unparliamentary.  Certainly  they  were  not  un- 
parliamentary— there  is  nothing  in  the  phraseo- 
logy which  is  unparliamentary ;  but  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  recollect  that  I  also  said  that  it 
was  a  very  grave  charge  to  make,  and  that,  if  the 
House  thought  proper  that  the  words  should  be 
taken  down,  it  was  not  for  me  to  say  that  they 
should  not.  Particularly  is  this  the  case  when  a 
large  and  grave  charge  has  been  made.  I  venture 
to  suggest,  aiid  I  still  think,  that  if  a  crave  charM 
is  made,  the  best  way  to  meet  it  i»  to  have  it  deut 
with  by  a  Committee.  I  suggested,  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Clivo  rose  the  second  time 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


tinanciat 


[HOtJSB.] 


Statement, 


867 


and  aeked  for  mj  protection,  that  ho  might  more 
that  the  words  be  taken  down.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  Standing  Orders  to  prevent  anj  words 
such  as  those,  containing  grare  charges,  from  being 
token  down,  although  the  phraseology  may  be 
quite  Parliamentary.  I  thought  the  words  of  the 
Prime  Minister  were  very  strong,  and  I  said  so  at 
tbe  time.  I  hope  I  hare  put  the  case  clearly 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  was  saying,  Sir,  that 
I  did  not  enry  any  honorable  meml:^r  of  this 
House  who  could  look  at  such  charges  as  being 
in  the  nature  of  a  farce.  It  has  also  been  said 
that  this  has  been  a  heated  debate.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Waikouaiti  offered  the  excuse  on 
behalf  of  his  late  colleague,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Clire,  that  this  was  a  heated  debate,  but  it 
must  be  recollected  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Clive  spoke  first  after  the  adjournment,  so 
that  he  could  not  have  laboured  under  any  un- 
due excitement,  and  every  word  was  weighed  by 
him  in  that  bloodless  style  which  is  so  charac- 
teristic of  the  honorable  gentleman.  The  House 
most  not  forget  that  this  is  not  the  first  time  that 
similar  grave  charges  have  been  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  the  coolest  manner.  I 
do  not  think  we  can  gain  anvthing  by  debating 
this  matter  further.  While  I  have  been  speaking 
I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  down  those  feelings 
of  indignation  which  must  fill  the  mind  of  any 
honorable  gentleman  who  respects  his  party  and 
his  chief  when  he  hears  words  of  tbe  kind  in 
question  applied  in  the  way  in  which  these  words 
were  appUed.  I  restrain  my  feelings,  and  I  ask 
the  House  to  decide  the  motion  before  it  without 
farther  debate.  If  the  House  affrees  that  it  is 
desirable  that  these  charges  should  be  made,  we 
shall  have  a  precedent  indeed.  If  the  House  de- 
cides that  such  words  may  not  be  used,  honorable 
members  on  this  side  can  then  move  that  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  them.  I 
presume  that  that  will  be  the  better  course  to 
take ;  and  I  hope  that  we  may  see  our  way,  if 
there  is  to  be  a  division,  to  divide  at  once,  and 
not  to  wo^  ourselves  into  feelings  of  hostility  to 
one  another.  I  restrain  the  strong  feelings  which 
I  have,  in  the  hope  that  we  may  come  to  a  deci- 
sion at  once. 

Mr.  BRAin)ON.— Sir,  it  is  as  a  very  old 
member  of  the  House  that  I  rise  to  speak.  I 
exceedingly  regret  the  tone  of  debate  which  has 
grown  up  in  this  House  during  the  last  few  years. 
In  former  Parliaments  wo  never  had  debates  of 
this  sort,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  very  much  to 
be  regretted  that  we  should  have  them  now.  I 
think,  however,  that  on  the  present  occasion  we 
are  making  a  mountain  of  a  molehill.  What  has 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive  said  ?  Why, 
simply  that  Messrs.  Brogden  and  Sons  have  been 
instrumental  in  placing  those  gentlemen  on  the 
G-ovcmment  benches.  The  honorable  gentleman 
said, — 

"These  are  the  kind  of  works  which  the  Pre- 
mier tells  the  colony  will  have  to  be  paid  for. 
It  is  a  significant  Uci  that  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Brogden  and  Sons  have  been  strenuous  sup- 
porters of  the  Government,  and  have  been  mainly 


instrumental  in  placing  those  gentlemen  on  those 
benches." 

I  say  that  there  is  no  accusation  in  that 
against  the  Gh>vemment  or  against  any  honor- 
able gentleman  in  the  House.  It  is  quite  true 
that  the  late  G-ovemment  were  only  turned  out 
by  a  bare  majority  of  two  or  three  votes,  and  it 
may  be  that  some  honorable  gentlemen  may  have 
voted  against  the  late  Government  because  they 
thought  that  the  claims  of  Messrs.  Brogden  and 
Sons  against  tbe  colony  were  weU  founded,  and 
should  not  be  refused.  When  you  come  t  o  analyze 
these  words  they  really  amount  to  nothing.  The 
worst  construction  that  can  be  put  upon  them 
is  that  Brogden  and  Sons  had  two  or  three 
friends  in  the  House,  who  were  in  the  majority 
which  ousted  the  late  Government.  I  think  there 
is  really  no  importance  to  be  attached  to  the 
words.  In  fact,  it  would  be  a  mere  waste  of 
time,  in  my  opinion,  to  discuss  the  matter  any 
further. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— Sir,  with  the  desire  to 
bring  this  matter  to  a  speedy  conclusion,  I  shall 
move  an  amendment,  which  I  will  read,  and 
which  I  will  either  withdraw  or  proceed  with  as 
the  House  desires.  It  is  to  this  effect:  ''That 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive  be  called  to  the 
bar  of  the  House,  and  requested  by  Mr.  Speaker 
to  state  whether  he  is  in  possession  of  any  facts 
justifying  the  assertion  made  in  the  words  taken 
down  on  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  the  Premier,  in 
order  that,  if  ho  can  do  so,  the  matter  may  be 
remitted  to  a  Committee  for  inquiry."  I  may 
say  that  I  consider  the  charge  which  has  been 
made  to  be  of  the  grossest  description,  and  applic- 
able to  all  the  members  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
As  far  as  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
Country  District  is  concerned,  I  think  that  he  is 
scarcely  in  a  position  to  express  an  opinion,  as  he 
was  not  present  when  the  words  wore  spoken. 
The  honorable  member  for  Clive  stated  in  his 
speech  certain  facts  with  regard  to  the  sum  of 
£170,000  which  he  says  is  the  amount  of  the 
claims  which  are  made  on  the  colonv  in  con- 
nection with  certain  disputed  transactions.  He 
stated  that  these  claims  nad  been  too  favourably 
entertained  by  the  Premier.  (No.)  Well,  he  said 
that  the  Premier  seemed  inclined  to  favourably 
consider  these  claims,  and  that  he  could  not  be 
so  well  acquainted  with  the  claims  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  himself  was.  He  stated,  further, 
that  the  Premier  had  acted  injudiciously  in  giv- 
ing importance  to  these  claims,  as  by  doing  so  he 
was  giving  encouragement  to  contractors  to  bring 
forward  and  persevere  with  claims  against  tbe 
colony  which  were  not  well  founded.  Then  the 
honorable  member  added  the  malicious  statement 
that  it  was  a  significant  fact  that  those  honorable 
gentlemen  had  been  placed  on  those  benches 
mainly  through  the  instrumentalitv  of  the  con- 
tractors referred  to.  I  contend  that  that  was 
a  very  gross  charge  to  make  not  only  against  the 
Ministry,  but  also  against  every  member  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  It  was  a  gross, charge  to  say 
that  the  Ministry  had  gained  their  seats  on  those 
benches  through  the  instrumentality  of  those  con- 
tractors. It  implies  that  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  consented  to  allow  the  colony  to  be  robbed 
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for  the  benefit  of  those  contraclors.  With  regard 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi,  I  must  b&j 
that  I  was  absolutely  shocked  to  hear  him  applaud- 
ing the  honorable  member  for  Clive  in  making 
this  charge.  I  can  onlj  assume  that  evil  com- 
munications corrupt  not  only  good  manners,  but 
morals  also.  I  remember  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  on  a  former  occa9ion  was  observed  to 
sit  and  smilingly  encourage  another  honorable 
member  (Mr.  Orniond)  to  make  the  grossest 
charges  that  have  ever  been  made  in  this  House, 
or  perhaps  in  any  Parliament  in  the  world  — 
charges,  had  they  been  true,  utterly  destructive 
to  the  character  of  one  honorable  member  in  this 
House  (Sir  G-.  Grey).  I  am  surprised  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  can  hold  up  nis  head  in  this 
House  to  lecture  other  members. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  cannot  sit  here  and  listen  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  recusing  other  honorable  members 
of  being  ill-mannered  and  using  unparliamentary 
language.  Why,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  is  in  the  habit  of  using  stronger  language 
than  any  member  in  the  House.  In  that  respect 
he  is  worse  than  anybody  else.  His  observations 
regarding  other  honorable  gentlemen  sometimes 
■imply  amount  to  slander.  I  do  not  think  he  should 
talk  about  other  members'  language. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  hope  the  House  will 
listen  to  reason.  If  honorable  members  are  viru- 
lent in  their  remarks  the  business  cannot  be  pro- 
ceeded with  satisfactorily :  that  is  quite  impos- 
sible ;  and  it  is  especially  desirable  that  temperate 
language  only  should  be  used  when  we  are  dis- 
cussing a  question  of  this  kind.  If  we  begin  the 
system  of  talking  loosely,  I  do  not  know  where  it 
will  end.  I  hope  the  House  will  pay  attention  to 
what  I  have  ventured  to  suggest.  Perhaps  the 
best  course  to  be  pursued,  now  that  the  subject 
has  been  ventilated,  would  be,  in  the  interests  of 
the  public,  and  of  the  public  time,  considering  the 
length  of  the  session,  and  also  in  the  interests  of 
the  immediate  question,  to  now  allow  the  subject 
to  drop.  I  am  not  saying  that  there  is  not  good 
ground  for  accusation  and  irritation,  but  if  we  only 
cast  our  recollection  back  three  or  four  months  we 
must  consider  that  on  all  sides  of  the  House  there 
is  much  to  regret.  As  your  Speaker,  I  should  feel 
greatly  obliged  if  this  suggestion  of  mine  were  in 
a  generous  spirit  carried  out. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— I  have  nothing  more 
to  say,  and  only  moved  this  amendment  with  a 
desire  to  bring  the  discussion  to  a  speedy  con- 
clusion. If  I  was  led  into  some  warm  expressions 
I  do  not  think  that  I  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
Parliamentary  language ;  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kaiapoi  on  a  former  occasion 

Mr.  BOWEN.— Is  not  the  honorable  gentle- 
man going  altogether  outside  of  the  limits  of 
debate  in  alluding  to  what  took  place  on  a  former 
occasion? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — It  is  improper  to  refer  speci- 
fically to  former  debates.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverton  will  be  good  enough  to  pay  some 
attention  to  the  appeal  that  I  have  ventured  to 
make,  and  if  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  will  also  do  so,  I  should  be  very  greatly 
obhged,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  aid  to 
Mr,  HodgJcinton 


the  business  of  this  House.  I  fay  no  more,  but  I 
hope  my  words  will  receive  the  attention  which 
I  do  think  they  merit. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— After  what  you  have 
said,  Sir,  perhaps  the  best  course  would  be  to 
vrithdraw  my  amendment.  I  was  encouraged  to 
move  the  amendment  by  other  honorable  mem- 
bers, and  it  did  not  originate  spontaneously  with 
me. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN.— Should  I  be  in  order, 
Sir,  in  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- if  the  House  adjourns,  then 
the  question,  That  I  do  loaye  the  chair  in  order 
to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  will  be  dropped. 
Supplywill  not  be  dropped  altogether,  but  this 
'identical  debate  will  be  destroyed. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN.— I  move,  That  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  think.  Sir,  that  the  sug- 
gestion you  made  a  short  time  ago  showed  a  right 
appreciation  of  the  line  of  action  the  House  should 
take.  I  had  not  the  benefit  of  hearing  what  took 
place  at  the  time  the  words  were  spoken,  and  I 
therefore  only  form  my  conclusions  from  hearing 
what  was  taken  down.  I  am  very  largely  of  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  Country  District,  that,  while  there 
was  apparently  a  reflection  which  could  be  dis- 
adrantageously  twisted  against  the  honor  <^  some 
honoroble  gentlemen  not  named,  yet  there  waa 
actually  notning  more  directly  imputed  than  that, 
without  any  corrupt  agency  or  intention  whaterer, 
they  might  have  been  influenced  by  certain  re- 
presentations. Now,  from  my  experience  in  this 
House  and  from  the  perusal  of  the  proceedings 
of  other  legislative  bodies,  I  have  heard  these 
general  representations  made  without  its  being 
supposed  that  they  for  a  moment  impugned  the 
dignity  or  honor  of  individual  members.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  direct  construction  of  the 
language  as  placed  upon  i*  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Country  District  need  neces- 
sarily be  offensive.  I  admit,  howeyer,  that  there 
is  a  possibility  of  twisting — I  will  not  say  straining 
— the  application  in  a  direction  that  might  be 
directly  offensive  to  honorable  members  who  are 
not  specified.  I  would  haye  been  quite  prepared 
to  support  a  motion  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Chve  should  be  asked  \o  withdraw  those 
words.  I  think  that,  so  far,  there  has  been  such  a 
possibility  of  an  imputation  against  the  honor  of 
honorable  members  that  he  might  be  requested 
by  this  House  to  withdraw  those  words ;  and  the 
House  might  even  go  further,  and  express  its 
regret  that  he  had  used  those  words.  To  that 
extent  I  should  be  prepared  to  go,  and  I  was  con- 
sidering whether  I  should  not  make  that  motion 
when  you.  Sir,  addressed  the  House  in  so  appro- 
priate a  manner.  If  the  House  is  prepared  to 
accept  your  suggestion,  the  matter  would  end 
there ;  or  if  the  House  looks  upon  the  matter  in 
the  same  light  as  I  do,  I  should  be  prepared 
to  support  the  motion  I  have  indicated.  This 
House  has  become  notorious  for  raising  points  of 
order,  breaches  of  privilege,  and  what  not.  It 
may  be  thought  that  this  has  added  to  the  stand- 
ing and  dignity  of  the  House  with  the  outside 
public.  I  have  heard  opposite  opinions  expressed, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


financial 


[HOTTSE.] 


Statemeni. 


and  I  admit  that  people  are  perfectly  entitled  to 
bold  their  opinions  on  the  matter.  I  would 
not  for  a  moment  saj  that  this  House  should 
be  insensible  to  anj  reflection  on  its  honor  and 
dignity ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  think  that,  if  the 
House  is  always  under  the  apprehension  that 
it  ia  being  accused  of  something  dreadful,  people 
at  a  distance  and  people  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood may  begin  to  doubt  whether  there  may 
Bot  be  some  foundation  for  this  extraordinary 
aensitiveness.  I  would  submit  that  if  the  House 
"Were  not  so  ronscioas  of  its  own  dignity,  if  it 
"were  more  capable  of  relying  on  it  and  baa  a  suf- 
ficient amount  of  general  self-respect,  it  would 
not  tiiink  it  so  necessary  to  be  always  placing  on 
its  records  some  declaration  or  other  that  it  is 
a  yery  dignified  House  indeed.  While  I  thmk 
the  honorable  member  for  Cliye  has  used  language 
which  is  capable  of  being  misconstrued  into  a  re- 
flection of  an  objectionable  character,  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  beliere  that  the  words  are  not  neces- 
sarily to  be  construed  into  anything  grayer  than 
the  meaningput  upon  them  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellin^n  Country  District.  There- 
fore I  think  that  if  the  honorable  member  for 
Cliye  were  informed  that  the  House  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  he  used  those 
words,  and  if  he  were  requested  to  withdraw  them, 
the  House  would  amply  nndicate  its  honor. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.^I  am  quite  in  accord  with 
the  yiew  of  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru, 
alUiough  not  on  the  same  grounds.  I  think  the 
issue  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  is  giying  a  strained  interpretation  to  the 
words  used  by  the  honorable  member  for  Cliye. 
I  do  not  thiuk  the  honorable  member  intended 
any  charge  against  any  section  of  the  House ;  but 
the  words  are  susceptible  of  a  very  ofFensiye  im- 
putation against  the  Premier.  He  said  that  the 
Premier  had  favoured  the  unfounded  claims  of 
the  Messrs.  Brogden,  and  he  went  on  afterwards 
to  say  that  it  was  a  significant  fact  that  those 
gentlemen  were  supporters  of  the  Government. 
j!bat  is  the  sense  in  which  I  took  the  words. 
I  feel  sure  that,  if  the  honorable  member  for 
dive  reflects  that  his  words  are  susceptible  of 
that  offensive  imputation,  he  will,  after  hearing 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  at  once  withdraw  them. 

Mr.  BABFF. — It  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  me 
that  the  time  of  the  House  should  be  taken  up 
by  several  honorable  members  who  have  discussed 
a  question  of  which  they  really  understand  only 
one -half.  Honorable  gentlemen  who  were  not 
present  when  the  occurrence  took  place  cannot 
understand  the  full  point  of  the  expressions  used 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Clive.  At  the  same 
time,  while  expressing  that  regret,  I  think.  Sir, 
that  the  suggestion  which  you  offered  to  the 
House  pointed  in  the  right  direction.  That  was 
in  the  direction  of  throwing  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters.  Following  in  that  direction,  and  follow- 
ing the  hint  thrown  out  by  yourself.  Sir,  I  will 
alK>  try  to  throw  oil  on  the  troubled  waters.  I 
would  suggest  whether  it  will  not  be  wise  to 
pat  a  charitable  interpretation  upon  what  the 
nonorable  member  for  Clivo  has  stated.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  worth  while  to  have  any  further  dis- 
cussion on  the  sutgect,  when  we  consider  two 
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points  in  particular.  The  first  point  is,  that  the 
nonorable  member  for  Clive  is  smarting  to  a  very 
great  extent  under  a  sense  that  he  has,  by  his 
past  action  in  the  same  direction,  forfeited  the 
good  opinion  of  honorable  members  of  this  House^ 
and  even  of  his  own  colleagues.  (Question.)  I 
am  endeavouring  to  express  my  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  privilege  before  the 
House.  I  am  giving  reasons  why  the  House 
should  not  deal  hardly  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Clive.  I  say  that  the  honohible  gentle- 
man should  be  excused  to  a  very  great  extent^ 
and  allowed  a  large  amount  of  latitude  in  his 
expressions,  having  a  sense  that  on  a  former 
occasion  he  committed  himself  in  the  same  direo- 
tion  he  has  done  now. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.-— The  honorable  member  is 
out  of  order  in  referring  to  a  former  debate.  It 
is  undesirable  to  make  such  observations  when 
the  House  itself  is  trying  to  calm  down  on  this 
subject.  I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
refrain  from  making  such  observations,  as  they 
are  quite  out  of  order. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
motion  is  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  and, 
that  being  so,  I  apprehend  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  in  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  rule  is  ver^  dear,  that 
any  reference  to  a  former  debate  is  contrary 
to  Parliamentary  proceeding.  The  honorable 
member  is  referring  to  whi^  would  really  re- 
open the  whole  of  that  debate,  and  any  honorable 
gentleman  following  him  would  be  justified  in 
speakinji  upon  it. 

Mr.  BAKFF. — It  is  almost  impossible  for  an 
honorable  member,  in  speaking  to  a  question  of 
privilege,  to  do  so  without  referring  to  what  the 
question  of  privilege  id.  I  was  trjing  to  find  an 
excuse  for  the  honorable  member  for  Clive.  As 
I  am  not  permitted  to  bring  that  point  before  the 
House,  I  will  put  it  from  a  point  of  view  entirely 
different.  I  will  put  it  whether  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  not  entitled  to  consideration,  seeing 
that  he  really  cannot  help  doing  this  sort  of 
thing.  It  is  a  natural  instinct  with  him  to  bring 
up  statements  which  honorable  members  have 
been  accustomed  to  hear  from  him  from  time  to 
time — statements  upon  which  honorable  members 
have  expressed  themselves  strongly.  I  say  we  ' 
should  put  a  charitable  construction  upon  the 
honorable  member's  conduct. 

Mr.  STOUT. — Perhaps  the  honorable  member 
for  Ashley  desires  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Na. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Well,  then,  if  he  will  not  with* 
draw  that  motion,  we  shall  have  to  debate  it  out. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Coleridge  and  other 
honorable  members  are  going  to  make  this  a 
party  question  I  am  prepared  to  meet  them  on 
that  ground.  I  say  that,  if  this  House  is  going 
to  aUow  charges  of  this  character  to  be  made 
against  members  who  have  voted  against  the  lata 
G-overnment  —  that  they  have  been  bribed  by 
contractors — if  these  charges  are  allowed  to  W9 
unquestioned,  then  this  House  will  descend  to  be 
a  perfect  bear-^rden.  What  did  the  honorable 
member  for  Chve  do  ?  He  first  makes  a  charge ; 
the  words  are  taken  down ;  he  admits  the  eor« 
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rectneBfl  of  them ;  and  then  his  late  colleague, 
,  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti,  rises  and 
backs  him  up,  and  says  it  is  true — that  mem- 
bers of  this  House  have  actually  been  bribed  by 
the  Government  in  order  to  carry  a  certain  mo- 
tion. No  charge  could  be  made  against  any 
honorable  member  more  ^oss,more  discreditable, 
or  more  derogatory  to  this  House. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  never  said  that  contractors 
bribed  any  member  of  this  House ;  I  never  men- 
tioned it. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  honorable  gentleman's  in- 
terpretation has  not  improved  his  position.  He 
is  obliged  now  to  eat  his  words. 

Mr.  McLEAN»  —  I  nerer  made  use  of  the 
words.  I  hope,  Sir,  this  kind  of  thing  will  not 
be  allowed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— When  an  honorable  member 
rebuts  a  charge,  aud  says,  "I  did  not  use  the 
words  imputed  to  me,"  it  is  not  right  that  his 
statement  should  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  suppose  I  did  not  hear  what 
I  did  hear. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB— I  do  not  think  that  is  the 
sense  in  which  the  matter  should  be  taken.  If 
this  sort  of  thing  goes  on  I  shall  certainly  have 
to  consider  the  position  the  SpetUEcr  is  in.  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  control  the  pro- 
ceedings. I  think  the  honorable  member  ought 
not  in  that  sense  to  so  defy  the  ruling  that  I 
gave. 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  am  not  defying  your  ruling, 
Sir.  The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  made 
a  specific  charge  against  those  who  voted  with 
the  Government  in  this  House.  When  I  get  up 
and  repel  such  a  charge,  he  get«  up  and  says  he 
never  made  it.  I  now  accept  his  explanation, 
and  I  shall  say  nothing  more  about  it.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  he  used  the  exact  word  "  bribe." 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  an  osent  of  the 
Brogden  firm  was  continually  in  the  E)bbies,  con- 
tinually in  the  Strangers'  Boom,  talking  to  mem- 
bers and  influencing  their  votes. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.— No ;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  must  speak  plainly.  The 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  Cityputs  words 
into  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti's 
mouth  which  he  never  used.  When  the  honor- 
able member  got  up  and  said  that  he  did  not  use 
those  words,  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  declined  to  accept  that  denial,  and,  when  I 
reminded  him  that  it  was  unparliamentary  not  to 
do  so,  he  said,  "  I  suppose  I  did  not  hear  what 
I  did  hear." 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  withdraw  that  statement.  I 
understood  you  to  state  that  I  had  attributed 
words  to  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti 
that  he  did  not  use. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  said 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  had 
used  the  words  that  members  of  this  House 
bad  been  bribed.  The  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  certainly  never  used  those  words. 
The  honorable  member  got  up  and  declared  that 
he  had  not  used  those  words,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  declined  to  conform  to 
Parliamentary  practice  and  accept  the  denisl. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  beliere  he  did  not  use  the 
Mr.  Stout 


word  "  bribe,"  and  I  withdraw  that  expression. 
When  it  was  said  that  certain  honorable  members 
were  influenced,  there  were  cries  of  "Hear, hear," 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  the 
honorable  member  for  Invercargill,  and  other 
honorable  members.  If  the  honorable  member  for 
Clive  and  his  friend  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  say  they  withdraw  the  charge  of  cor- 
ruption against  honorable  members,  and  apolo- 
gize for  having  used  such  language,  I  have  no 
objection  to  see  the  matter  drop.  If  this  House  is 
going  to  allow  charges  of  a  grave  character  to  be 
made  against  members  on  one  side  of  the  House, 
and  if  it  is  going  to  treat  them  as  party  quesdons, 
the  result  will  be  that  this  House  mil  descend 
into  a  mere  bear-garden.  I  am  glad  the  l\onor- 
able  member  for  Coleridge  agrees  with  me  on  that 

g)int.  What  did  we  see  when  this  matter  arose? 
id  that  side  of  the  House  take  any  steps  to  vin- 
dicate the  position  of  this  House,  or  to  get  this 
matter  smoothed  over  ?  No ;  they  sent  out  their 
whips  to  get  all  the  members  in  they  possibly 
could  to  vote  on  a  possible  division.  Is  that  a  way 
to  treat  a  matter  like  this  in  the  House  P  Sir,  I 
can  see  that  other  honorable  members  may  make 
charges ;  and  I  say  that  the  charges  that  bare 
been  levelled  by  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
are  not  the  first  charges  that  he  has  made  in  this 
House — charges  which  have  been  proved  to  be 
false.  If  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  will 
move  the  motion  he  indicated  I  will  withdraw 
mine,  and  suggest  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  investigate  the  charges. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN.— I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  will  be 
withdrawn,  in  order  that  the  motion  suggested 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  may  be 
adopted.  I  am  sorty  that  the  words  complained 
of  were  used,  and  that  the  House  has  got  into 
this  discussion.  If  we  really  want  to  go  through 
the  business  of  the  session  and  to  part  like  good 
friends,  I  hope  that  some  motion  such  as  that 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru 
will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  tbe 
House  that  the  honorable  member  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.- 1  hope  that  the  House  will 
not  agree  to  the  motion  for  adjournment.  I  rise 
not  for  the  purpose  of  adding  fuel  to  the  fire,  but 
to  point  out  what  I  think  is  the  proper  course  to 
take.  The  honorable  member  for  CUve  has  made 
statements  which,  if  they  were  true,  would  unfit 
myself  and  my  colleagues  to  hold  our  present 
position.  If  we  were  capable  of  placing  our- 
selves in  the  power  of  a  nominee  of  a  contracting 
firm,  I  say  we  should  not  be  here.  The  House 
having  taken  down  the  words,  and  having  con- 
sidered that  the  houorable  gentleman  who  used 
thcra  should  either  prove  the  charge  or  withdraw 
the  expression,  that,  to  my  mind,  Is  perfectly  fair. 
If  the  statement  is  true,  let  the  honorable  mem- 
ber try  to  prove  it.  If  he  cannot  prove  it,  as  a 
man  and  a  gentleman  he  ought  to  withdraw  bit 
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expression.  The  resolution  I  would  move  is  this : 
That  this  House,  haying  taken  iuto  consideration 
the  words  used  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Cli?e,  is  of  opinion  that  he  should  either  more 
for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  their  truth,  or 
withdraw  them. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  should  like  to  be  put  in 
the  position  in  which  I  could  more  the  motion  I 
indicated.  I  stated  the  form  of  motion  which  I 
was  prepared  to  moTe.  I  had  not  written  the 
motion,  and  while  I  was  writing  it  other  honor- 
able members  spoke  on  this  question,  so  that  to 
a  certain  extent  I  may  appear  to  hare  lost  the 
power  of  moving  that  motion.  I  was  Tery  glad 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
say  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  accept  the 
motion,  and  I  do  think  tnat  motion  would  obfiate 
the  necessity  for  the  honorable  gentleman  moving 
any  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice.  I  do 
think  that  the  honorable  member  for  Clive  is 
fairly  required  to  withdraw  the  words  used.  My 
motion  expresses  that  the  House  regrets  that  the 
words  taken  down  were  used  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive,  and  that  he  should  be  required 
to  withdraw  them. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  will  withdraw  my  motion 
in  favour  of  that  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru. 

Mr.  SPEA£EB.— I  will  again  put  it  to  the 
House  that  the  honorable  member  for  Ashley 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  od- 
joomment  of  the*  House. 

Motion  for  adjournment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
motion. 

Motion  by  leave  vrithdrawn. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  beg  to  move,  Tliat  this 
House  resrets  that  the  words  taken  down  were 
used  by  the  honorable  member  for  Clive,  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  withdraw  those  words. 

Mr.  BARFF.— I  think  the  words  of  the  motion 
might  be  slightly  altered,  so  as  to  meet  the  views 
of  all  parties.  I  believe  the  House  does  not 
regret  that  the  words  were  used.  "We  were  dis- 
eusted  at  their  being  used,  and  it  is  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  to  regret  that  he 
used  them. 

Mr.  RE  ID. — Before  there  is  any  division  taken, 
I  wish  to  express  my  opinion  upon  this  matter, 
because  I  do  not  agree  with  either  of  the  motions 
that  have  been  proposed.  To  my  mind  the  words 
that  have  been  used  are  not  beyond  that  freedom 
of  debate  which  a  member  of  this  House  ought 
to  have  in  calling  attention  t^  anything  he  may 
consider  a  matter  of  public  importance.  That  is 
my  opinion.  I  say  that  if  any  person  can  attri- 
bute these  words  to  himself  he  must  be  in  far  too 
sensitive  a  frame  of  mind  to  take  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  any  deliberative  Assembly  such  as  this. 
It  is  said  that  the  worc^s  used  were,  "  It  is  a  signi- 
ficant fact  that  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Brogden  and 
Sons  were  mainly  instrumental  in  placing  those 
gentlemen  on  those  benches  ** — "  mainly  "  is  taken 
down,  but  my  recollection  is  that  the  word  used 
was  •*  ffreatly  " — but,  even  if  those  were  the  words 
Ufied,  they  are  not,  to  my  mind,  more  than  should 
be  allowed  in  the  liberty  of  speech  in  this  As- 
fembly.    Wo  often  contend  here  for  tlie  freedom 


and  privilege  of  Parliament;  but  what  greater 
freedom  or  privilege  can  we  have  than  liberty  of 
speech  ?  l^otwithstanding  all  the  motions  I  have 
heard  honorable  members  standing  up  to  move 
in  regard  to  the  privileges  of  this  House,  I  say 
there  is  no  greater  privilege  than  that  of  liberty  of 
speech,  which  enables  any  honorable  member  to 
(^  attention  to  what  he  thinks  a  public  injury  or 
wron|[  without  bringing  personal  charges  against 
individuals,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
words  used  on  this  occasion.  Even  in  the  debate 
which  this  question  has  interrupted  I  heard 
words  that  were  as  great,  and  even  a  greater 
infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  than 
these,  if  they  be  an  infringement;  and  those 
words  vrere  used  by  an  honorable  eentlemao  who 
holds  a  very  high  position  in  this  House.  I  con- 
tend that,  if  an  honorable  member  cannot  use 
words  of  Uiis  kind  in  a  general  sense  without 
being  called  upon  to  prove  them,  we  may  as  well 
put  a  stop  to  all  liberty  of  debate.  We  may 
have  a  moral  certainty  of  things,  and  yet  not  bo 
able  to  bring  positive  proof  of  them.  To  require 
an  honorable  member,  before  he  brings  a  charge 
about  a  public  grievance,  that  ho  shall  be  in  a 
position  to  call  witnesses  to  prove  it,  is  a  decided 
check  to  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  our  mouths 
had  better  be  closed,  and  in  such  case  the  publio 
interests  will  suffer.  That  is  why  members  of 
Parliament  are  privileged  in  their  speeches,  and 
no  action  can  be  brought  against  them  for  what 
they  say  within  the  precincts  of  this  House. 
When  private  and  personal  character  is  attacked, 
then  the  House  should  interfere ;  but,  if  we  lay 
down  a  rule  that  in  speaking  upon  a  publio  ques- 
tion we  cannot  speak  in  this  way,  the  liberties  of 
this  House  will  be  very  much  interfered  with.  I 
therefore  cannot  agree  with  either  of  the  motions 
before  the  House.  I  do  not  think  the  words  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive  went  beyond 
that  just  criticism  which  is  allowed  to  every 
member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JOYCE.— The  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  overlooks  the  point  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive  did  not  cite  any  fact  whereon 
to  base  the  statement  he  made.  Ko  doubt  there 
is,  and  always  should  be,  considerable  latitude 
allowed  to  honorable  members,  if  there  be  a  fact 
of  any  kind  whereon  to  frame  opinions ;  but  the 
honorable  member  threw  out  very  serious  charges 
without  citing  one  single  fact  in  support  of  them. 
The  only  fact  that  could  have  justified  him  at 
all  was  that  cited  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  who  supplemented  the  statements  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive,  and  aggravated 
them.  I  think  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  is  verr  wrong  in  defending  such  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  without  a  fact  on  which  to  base  it. 

Mr.  Stafford's  motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OfiHOKD  returned  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  my  duty  to  inform  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  that  the  House  has 
passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect,  *'  That  tbis  House 
regrets  that  the  words  taken  down  were  used  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive,  and  that  he  b« 
requested  to  withdraw  those  words." 

Mr.  OUMOND.— I  presume.  Sir,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say,  with  reference  to  the  words  taken 
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down,  that,  since  hearing  those  words  read,  I  am 
itronglj  of  opinion  that  I  never  used  them.  If, 
however,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  House,  I  will  with- 
draw them. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honorable  gentleman 
may  now  resume  the  speech  in  which  he  was 
interrupted. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— Before  I  go  on  I  should  like 
to  say,  with  reference  to  the  part  of  the  speech 
on  which  I  was  engaged  when  this  question  arose, 
that  the  last  thing  I  intended  was  to  throw  anj 
disrespect  upon  members  of  this  House.  I  did 
not  wish  to  do  anything  of  that  kind.  I  had 
concluded  what  I  had  to  say  on  that  particular 
point  in  the  address  I  was  making,  and  I  was 
then  about  to  speak  on  the  Land  Fund  question. 
Sir,  when  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti 
was  speaking  to  this  question  the  other  ni^ht, 
it  was  said  of  him  that  he  was  talking  agamst 
time  ;  but,  to  my  mind,  the  honorable  members 
who  were  very  loud  in  their  interruptions  did  not 
at  all  desire  tj  hear  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
man said.  I  think  he  was  perfectly  riglit  and 
justified  in  every  word  he  said  on  that  occasion, 
and  the  remarks  he  made  were  exceedingly  per- 
tinent to  the  question  from  his  point  of  view.  I 
differ  from  my  houorable  friend  in  reference  to 
this  question.  I  hold  very  distinct  opinions  iu 
regard  to  the  Land  Fund,  and,  however  that  ques- 
tion has  been  brought  to  its  present  position,  I 
feel,  at  any  rate,  as  a  representative  of  a  North 
Island  constituency,  that  there  is  no  other  course 
for  me  but  to  support  that  part  of  the  policy  of 
the  present  Gbvemment  which  goes  in  the  direc- 
tion of  bringing  about  the  generalization  of  the 
Land  Fund.  I  have  held  that  opinion  for  a  very 
considerable  time.  I  have  shared  it  in  common 
with  the  honorable  member  for  the  Waikato,  who 
has  often  enunciated  it  in  this  House ;  but  there 
was  a  difference  in  the  opinion  as  held  by  me  and 
as  held  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Waikato. 
That  honorable  member  not  only  advocated  the 
generalization  of  the  Land  Fund,  but  he  also,  at 
one  time,  was  an  advocate  for  the  separation  of 
the  colony.  I  have  always  held  that  the  generaU- 
zation  of  the  Land  Fund  was  a  subordinate  ques- 
tion to  that  of  the  unity  of  the  colony,  and  the 
reason  why  I  have  always  refrained  from  pressing 
my  views  upon  this  subject  was  because,  in  my 
estimation,  the  unity  of  the  colony  was  the  chief 
question,  and  anything  that  would  jeopardize 
it  should  be  avoided.  It  has  not  been,  in  my 
opinion,  open  to  this  House,  during  the  time  I 
have  held  a  seat  in  it,  to  bring  about  a  generaliza- 
tion of  the  Land  Fund  without  jeopardising  the 
unity  of  the  colony.  That  is  the  reason  why, 
before  the  present  time,  I  have  not  been  found 
'with  those  who  have  advocated  that  course.  The 
generalization  of  the  Land  Fund,  as  it  is  now 
brought  about,  is  brought  about  by  means  which 
could  hardly  have  been  foreseen  a  very  short  time 
ago.  I  agree  very  much  with  those  honorable 
gentlemen  who  addressed  the  House  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  generalization  of  the  land  revenue  in 
thinking  that  certain  members  of  the  House,  who 
have  been  known  in  former  years  to  have  held 
strong  opinions  upon  this  subject,  and  who  were 
returned  to  the  House  for  holding  those  opinions, 
Mr,  Ormond 


ought,  before  they  lent  themselves  to  the  bring- 
ing about  of  this  change,  to  have  gone  before 
their  constituents  and  ^ven  them  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  opmion  upon  the  question. 
Although  agreeing  with  that  part  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government,  I  also  quite  agree  with 
the  criticism  upon  it  from  that  point  of  view. 
I  have  long  believed  that  the  generalization  of 
the  Land  Fund  was  the  only  means  at  our 
disposal  to  attain  to  a  satisfactory  finance,  and 
I  believe  myself  that  if  we  generalize  the  Land 
Fund  a  sound  finance  is  possible  for  us  in  the 
future.  I  shall  therefore  be  found  giving  sup- 
port to  those  measures  that  are  brought  down 
to  brine  about  tluit  end ;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  guard  myself  against  being  obliged  to  sup- 
port any  details  of  the  Bills  to  be  brought  down. 
There  are  many  different  ways  in  which  this 
question  ma^  be  put,  and  I  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  of  takmg  any  course  I  think  fit  on  seeing 
the  Government  measures.  I  cannot  help  ad- 
mitting that  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  the  Taieri  was  perfectly  justified  to-night, 
from  his  own  point  of  view,  in  speaking  as  he  did 
with  great  regret  at  what  the  House  is  doing 
in  this  matter.  One  cannot  help  sympathizing 
with  those  who  have  taken  a  leading  part  in 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Provin- 
cial District  of  Otago,  and  who  have  so  well  con* 
served  the  land  that,  so  far  as  my  information 
goes,  the  Land  Fund  of  Otago  will  in  the  future 
most  largely  aid  the  colonial  revenue.  It  has 
been  the  custom  in  this  debate  to  say  that,  of  all 
the  provincial  districts,  Canterbury  will  be  the 
greatest  sufferer;  but  I  am  of  an  entirely  dif* 
ferent  opinion,  for,  from  such  information  as  I 
have,  I  believe  the  bulk  of  the  Canterbury  Land 
Fund  is  gone,  whilst  the  Province  of  Otago,  hav- 
ing conserved  its  land,  has  a  large  Land  Fund 
to  look  forward  to  in  the  future.  It  will  be  for 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  represent  Otago, 
and  who  are  taking  the  course  they  are  now 
taking,  to  justify  their  action  to  those  who  sent 
them  here.     I  confess  that  I  sympathize  with  the 

fosition  in  which  the  Minister  for  Lands  is  placed, 
t  does  appear  to  me  that  the  fact  of  sitting  on 
those  benches  has  had  a  greater  effect  upon  him 
than  upon  any  other  honorable  gentleman  I  have 
ever  seen  there  before.  My  former  knowledge  of 
him  had  led  me  to  look  upon  him  as  a  gentleman 
who  was  the  great  patriot  of  Otago,  and  who 
always,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  considered 
Ota£o  solely,  and  cared  very  little  for  New  Zea- 
land. Yet  we  find  the  result  of  his  being  on 
those  benches  for  one  month  is  that  he  has  given 
up  all  his  old  opinions,  and  generously  b^me 
a  statesman  of  Kew  Zealand.  I  congratulato  him 
on  the  change  in  having  passed  from  a  purely 
provincial  representative  to  that  of  a  statesman 
of  New  Zealand.  The  Premier,  in  reply  to  my 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Egmont,  referred 
to  a  question  to  which  he  has  very  often  referred 
before  in  this  House  in  speaking  of  the  finance  of 
the  colony.  He  alluded  to  the  question  of  repre- 
sentation, and  said  we  should  not  have  a  really 
honest  finanoe — I  think  these  were  the  words 
used — until  the  representation  was  readjusted. 
Now,  I  hold  8  very  different  opinion  on  the 
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quettion  of  representation  from  that  of  the  honor- 
able  gentleman.  I  belieye  he  would  like  to  tee 
the  representation  of  the  colony  based  solely  on 
population.  No  doubt  he  belioTes  that  to  bo 
a  popular  doctrine;  but  I  entirely  differ  from 
him.  I  belieye  t^e  people  of  this  country  de- 
sire nothing  of  the  kind,  and  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  we  shall  see  this  House  agreeing 
to  a  system  of  representation  which  woiild  hand 
over  this  colony  to  the  domination  of  the  large 
centres.  If  the  honorable  gentleman's  ideas  are 
given  effect  to,  the  result  will  be  that  the  cities 
of  the  colony  will  return  a  majority  of  members 
to  the  House.  I  venture  to  think  that  he  has 
altogether  forgotten  that  large  class  which  is 
to  be  found  in  the  country  districts  of  Otaeo, 
Canterbury,  and  other  parts  of  the  colony,  Uie 
yeoman-settler  class,  whose  interest  is  very  fairly 
represented  at  the  present  time.  I  look  upon  it 
as  a  matter  of  certainty  that  the  views  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  on  this  point  will  not  be 
given  effect  to.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal — 
not  so  "much  lately,  and  there  may  be  a  reason 
for  that — of  the  possibility  of  a  dissolution ;  but 
when  that  occurs  I  take  it  that  the  question 
of  representation  will  be  one  of  the  most  vital 
fought  out  on  the  hustings.  I  am  sure  that 
honorable  gentlemen  who  at  present  represent 
country  districts  will  see  to  it  that  that  interest 
is  fairly  represented  in  the  future.  What  would 
be  the  state  of  things  in  the  Home  country  if 
such  representation  based  solely  on  population 
were  adopted  ?  And  it  would  be  exactly  the  same 
here :  some  large  towns,  the  constituents  in  which 
are  very  often  swayed  by  the  feelings  and  passions 
of  the  moment,  would  be  really  the  dominating 
class  and  the  rulers  of  the  country.  I  had  in- 
tended to  refer  to-night  to  the  policy  which  the 
Native  Blinister  shadowed  forth  the  other  even- 
ing when  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Native  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill,  but  at  this 
late  hour  I  shall  not  do  so.  I  believe  I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  that  question 
before  we  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill,  and  I 
shall  defer  my  remarks  till  then.  I  will  there- 
fore conclude  by  saying  that  I  shall  support  the 
measures  of  the  GK)vemment  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  generalization  of  the  Land  Fund ;  and,  when 
that  is  carried,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  endea- 
vour to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  secure  on  those 
benches  a  Gt>vemment  which  wiU,  I  believe, 
more  advantageously  guide  the  al&irs  of  the 
colony  than  ths  present  occupants. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Class  L 
Legislative  Departments,  £31,696,  agreed  to. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
agam. 
The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  one  o'clock 
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First  Basdingi  — Second  Be«dm)s«  —  Thir4  Readioffs— 
OoTemment  BacineM  —  Pronncial  LUbilitiea — Pith 
Protection  Bill— New  Plymoath  Harbour  Bill— Mines 
BUL  

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Canterbury  Roads  Bill,  Hekonui    Education 
Reserve  Bill,  Milford  Harbour  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Jackson's  Bay  Road  District  Dill,  Lyttelton 
and  Heathcote  Recreation* Ground  Bill,  Mount 
Cook  Road  District  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Public   Revenues  Bill,  Jackson's  Bay  Road 
District  Bill,  Mount  Cook  Road  District  BilL 

GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  it  would 
perhaps  be  convenient,  before  the  business  wat 
proceeded  with,  if  he  moved,  without  notice,  That 
the  Council,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  until  the 
usual  hour  to-morrow.  He  intimated  on  the 
previous  day  that  he  would  make  this  proposal, 
and  honorable  gentlemen  had  had  time  to  think 
about  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  some  question 
to  ask  him,  upon  the  answer  to  which  he  under* 
stood  would  depend  whether  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  would  consent  to  the  proposed  adjournment 
or  not.  He  would  be  able  to  answer  the  honor- 
able gentleman  in  his  reply,  and  would  now  move, 
Ihat  the  Council,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  until 
to-morrow  at  halfjpast  two  o'clock. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  the  question  he  asked 
on  the  previous  day,  when  the  Colonial  Secretaiy 
suggested  a  Saturday's  sitting,  was  what  businest 
the  Government  intended  to  persevere  with,  be- 
cause, of  course,  their  proceeding  in  tliis  matter 
would  largely  depend  upon  that  information; 
and,  independently  of  this  particular  proposal,  he 
thought  It  was  time  that  Parliament  should  be 
informed  what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  resard  to  the  business  which  had  yet 
to  be  disposed  of.  The  most  important  measures 
were,  probably,  the  Land  Bill  and  the  Minea  Bill, 
the  latter  of  which  was  before  the  Council.  He 
woiild  ask  whether  the  honorable  gentleman  meant 
to  persevere  with  and  attempt  to  cany  the  Mines 
Bill,  which  was  a  very  important  Bill  indeed, 
and  a  very  voluminous  one,  through  the  Council 
this  session ;  and  also  whether  the  Government 
meant  to  proceed  with  the  Land  Bill,  and,  if  so, 
when  the  alterations  which  they  were  told  would 
have  to  be  made  in  the  Bill  with  the  view  of 
embodying  the  land  policy  of  the  (Government 
would  be  brought  down,  and,  as  far  as  the  honor* 
able  member  could  tell,  when  they  would  be 
passed  tiirough  the  other  branch  of  Parliament. 
If  this  Bill  was  to  be  sent  down,  it  was  hardly 
likely,  considering  the  lar^g^e  alterations  which,  of 
course,  the  new  land  policy  would  iuvolre,  that 
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the  Bill  would  reach  them  in  less  than  a  week 
from  the  present  time.  He  was  sure  that  his 
honorable  friend  would  not  imagine  that  the 
Council  could  thoroughly  consider  that  measure 
within  less  than  a  fortnight.  In  fact,  he  thought 
it  would  be  ?ery  disrespectful  to  the  Council  to 
presume  that  less  than  a  fortnight  would  be  giren 
to  the  consideration  of  such  a  large  measure. 
Therefore,  if  they  were  to  sit  for  another  three 
weeks,  he  did  not  see,  looking  to  the  rest  of  the 
business  on  the  Order  Paper,  that  a  Saturday  j 
sitting  was  absolutely  necessary.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  these  measures  were  not  to  be  gone  on  with, 
and  the  business  of  the  session  was  to  be  hurried 
to  a  close  as  quickly  as  possible,  there  might  be 
some  reason  for  a  Saturday's  sitting. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASER  took  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  to  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
that,  when  the  Land  Bill  came  into  the  Council, 
instead  of  submitting  it  as  usual  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  to  consider,  at  that  late  period 
of  the  session,  it  might  be  submitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Council.  That,  he  thought, 
woiild  meet  the  desires  of  a  great  number  of 
honorable  gentlemen ;  and  he  hoped  the  Colonial 
Secretary  would  take  a  note  of  the  suggestion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  t^t,  in  hia 
opinion,  the  Land  Bill  shoiild  take  precedence  of 
ercry  other  measure,  because  on  it  would  be  based 
the  financial  scheme  of  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  thought  it  would 
be  undesirable  to  enter  into  the  question  until  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  stated  what  course  the 
Goremment  intended  to  take. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  question  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  said, 
although  he  had  every  desire  to  afibrd  the  fullest 
information,  still  the  honorable  member  roust 
recognize  that  only  for  the  first  time  last  night 
—  at  midnight  —  the  Government  had  become 
aware  of  the  fact  that  its  policy  was  accepted 
in  another  place,  and,  by  inference,  assumed 
that  the  threats  to  its  existence,  which  had  been 
for  some  weeks  cropping  up,  were  now  waived. 
Therefore  it  was  impossible  that  all  the  mea- 
sures which  it  might  be  necessary  to  bring  down 
in  order  to  give  effect  to  their  policy  could,  up 
to  this  time,  be  completely  decided  upon.  But 
he  could  state  that  the  Government  wished  still 
to  persevere  with  the  Land  Bill  and  the  Mines 
Bill,  giving  preference  to  the  former  in  case  one 
or  the  other  had  to  be  dropped  through  press  of 
work.  The  Government  would  persevere,  also, 
with  oil  the  Bills  they  found  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  their  policy — their  Loan  Bill,  whatever 
Loan  Bill  might  be  absolutely  necessary  to  be 
brought  in.  They  thought  that,  without  disturb- 
ing the  provisions  of  what  was  now  called  **  The 
Land  Bill,"  they  could  bring  in  a  short  Act 
which  would  answer  the  immediate  purpose  of 
giving  effect  to  the  leading  provisions  of  their 
policy.  Of  course  it  was  yet  impossible  to  say 
for  certain  whether  that  could  be  done,  or 
whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  incorporate  pro- 
visions into  the  present  Land  Bill ;  but,  as  far  as 
the  Government  were  informed,  they  thought  the 
present  Land  Bill  should  go  through  with  all  its 
machinery  and  its  present  provisions,  and  that 
Bon,  Mr,  Ball 


a  short  Bill  should  be  drafted  to  give  the 
powers  which  they  required  to  carry  out  their 
policy.  He  could  not  exactly  tell  the  honorable 
gentleman  at  that  moment  what  course  the 
Government  would  take  with  reference  to  the 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill;  but  the  matter  was 
under  consideration.  With  regard  to  the  6h>- 
vemment  Bills  in  the  Council,  there  were  the 
Cemeteries  Bill  and  the  Marine  Bill,  which  most 
bo  passed,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Coun- 
cil J  and  there  were  one  or  two  other  com- 
paratively short  Bills,  which  were  still  in  their 
passage  through  another  place.  He  thought  be 
had  now  mentioned  all  the  leading  Bills  about 
which  the  Government  had  any  strong  views. 
The  honorable  gentleman  endeavoured  to  ex- 
plain some  calculation  as  to  the  amount  of  time 
it  would  take  for  honorable  members  to  make  up 
their  minds  upon  a  certain  Bill.  He  could  pro- 
mise the  honorable  gentleman  this :  that  neither 
he  nor  the  Council  would  be  asked  to  give  a  leas 
time  to  the  consideration  of  any  new  measures  re- 
quisite to  give  effect  to  the  poUcy  of  the  GK>vem* 
ment  than. was  given  to  them  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  another  place,  and^ 
if  that  were  done,  the  honorable  gentleman,  ha 
thought,  would  not  talk  of  any  want  of  oourtesj 
shown  to  the  Council.  He  did  not  possess  the 
key  to  the  calculation  by  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
take  exactly  three  weeks  for  them  to  make  up  their 
minds ;  but  he  might  tell  the  honorable  gentleman 
that,  as  far  as  the  Gt)vemment  were  advised,  and 
as  far  as  their  opinion  went,  they  thought  that 
towards  the  close  of  next  week  they  ought  to  see 
their  way  towards  the  end  of  their  work,  and  that 
at  a  very  earlv  period  in  the  following  week  they 
would  be  able  to  prorogue.  Of  course  a  cpreat 
deal  would  depend  upon  the  progress  of  buraieas 
during  the  present  week.  The  Government  had 
already  announced  that  it  would  give  the  utmost 
possible  time  to  private  business,  but  that,  when 
the  tune  came  that  it  could  no  longer  do  so,  it 
must  harden  its  heart  and  refuse  to  take  any 
more.  The  Government  business  must  be  first 
considered,  if  they  were  to  prorogue  in  anything 
like  reasonable  time.  At  the  same  time,  it  would 
not  be  right,  and  it  would  be  the  last  thing  the 
GU)vernment  would  dream  of,  to  ask  the  Council 
to  hurry  through  Bills  of  so  much  importance 
without  giving  sufficient  time  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
honorable  and  gallant  eentleman  was  the  last 
member  of  the  Council  from  whom  he  would 
have  expected  to  hear  the  remarks  with  which 
the  Coimcil  had  just  been  favoured.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  the  Government  was  entitled  to 
receive  the  greatest  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Council,  as  well  as  assistance  in  pressing 
on  the  pubUo  business  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session ;  but,  unless  he  had  very  greatly  mis- 
understood the  honorable  gentleman,  he  had,  by 
what  he  had  said,  plac^  the  Council  in  an 
unprecedented  difficulty — a  difficulty  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  not  for  a  moment 
suppose  that  any  honorable  member  with  self- 
respect  would  submit  to.    What  weie  the  cir- 
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CQinstances  in  which  the  Council  now  found  itself 
^Aced  ?  The  GoTemment,  in  the  other  House  of 
IrarliameDt,  had  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion 
proposed  an  entirely  new  financial  policy,  hased 
upon  a  fundamental  change  in  the  relations 
which  had  existed  between  the  provincial  districts 
of  the  colony  for  the  last  twenty  years.  He  did 
not  hesitate  to  say — it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  do  so,  after  all  he  had  said  on  the  subject 
during  this  session — that  in  the  leading  principle 
of  that  po1i(nr  he  thoroughly  concurred,  and  would 
he  found  doing  his  utmost  to  give  it  effect.  But 
the  honorable  and  gallant  member  must  surely 
remember  that  tlie  Land  Bill  was  not  yet  out  of 
the  other  House  of  Parliament ;  and  he  ventured 
to  say  that  the  Council  would  never  submit  to  be 
treated  as  a  means  of  merely  registering  the  de- 
crees of  the  other  branch  of  the  Liegislature,  in  a 
matter  which  so  largely  affected  the  welfare  and 
the  interests  of  the  whole  colony.  Could  the 
honorable  gentleman  say  he  had  any  expectation 
of  the  House  of  B^presentatives  coming  to  a 
decision  on  the  financial  policy  of  the  Govem- 
ment,  including  this  fundamental  change  in  their 
land  policy,  in  the  course  of  the  next  four  or  five 
days? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Yes. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— And  did 
the  honorable  gentleman  expect  that,  at  the  end 
of  another  we^  afterwards,  the  public  business 
would  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  enable  the  Go- 
remor  to  prorogue?  Did  he  suppose  that  the 
Council,  after  receiving  in  another  four  or  fire 
days  the  decree  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  such  questions  as  these,  was  simply  to  sit 
there  and  register  it  ?  The  House  of  Riepresenta- 
trves  had  taken  four  months  to  consider  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Land  Bill,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  affected  the  rarious  iutcrcst«  concerned.  In 
the  shape  in  whieli  it  had  been  circulated,  the  Bill 
materially  affected  every  interest  which  had  been 
created  under  the  existing  law  ;  and  he  ventured 
to  say  that  there  was  not  a  single  member  of  the 
Council,  excepting  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who 
would  for  a  moment  presume  to  say  that  a  Bill  of 
that  magnitude  -was  to  be  brought  up  to  them 
from  the  other  House  of  Parliament  within  four 
or  fiye  days,  with  a  Loan  Bill  for  four  millions 
of  money,  involving,  as  these  Bills  did,  a  com- 
plete revolution  in  the  relations  between  the  pro- 
▼inces,  to  say  nothing  of  other  important  Bills, 
one  of  which  completely  altered  the  whole  sys- 
tem which  had  existed  for  elcTcn  years  under  the 
Gold  Mining  Act,  and  then  go  on  to  say  that 
these  measures  were  to  be  considered  by  the 
Council  in  the  short  period  which  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had  indicated  as  being  the  probable 
duration  of  the  session.  To  say  so  vras  to  de- 
clare that  they  were  expected,  forsooth,  to  simply 
sit  there  and  pass  laws  without  giring  them  the 
slightest  consideration.  There  was  not  another 
member  of  the  Council  besides  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary who  would  consider  it  reputable  or  decent 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  take  such  a  course 
as  that — to  accept,  in  the  course  of  the  next  four 
or  fiye  days,  a  mass  of  legislation  of  so  funda- 
mental a  character,  and  swallow  it  whole.  For 
his  own  part,  he  would  fifty  times  rather  re- 


sign his  seat  in  the  Legislature,  and  retire  alto- 
gether into  priyate  life,  than  subject  himself 
to  such  a  disgrace ;  and  he  was  surprised  that 
any  one  who  sat  as  a  representatiye  of  the  Go« 
yemment  in  that  Council  should  think  it  right  or 
fair  even  to  suggest  such  a  thing  to  honorable 
members.  He  hoped  his  honorable  and  gallant 
friend  would  reconsider  the  position  he  had  taken 
up,  and  be  content  to  give  honorable  members  a 
fair  and  reasonable  time  to  consider  the  mea- 
sures to  which  he  was  now  referring :  that, 
upon  reconsideration,  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  see  that  it  was  absolutely  impossible,  with 
anything  like  self-respect,  for  men  who  were 
called  upon  to  discharge  the  duty  of  legislating 
upon  these  fundamental  subjects,  to  complete 
such  a  work  in  any  less  time  than  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  had  mentioned.  With  the  greatest 
amount  of  labour  and  patience  they  coiud  pos- 
sibly devote  to  the  work,  and  every  desire  to 
give  the  assistance  the  Government  were  entitled 
to  expect  at  their  hands,  it  vvas  out  of  the  ques- 
tion even  to  hope  that  they  could  get  through 
so  vast  a  business  in  a  week,  unless  they  were 
prepared  to  disgrace  themselyes  by  announcing 
to  tne  world  that  they  only  sat  there  to  register 
the  decrees  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  and 
to  accept  wholesale  whatever  policy  it  might 
please  the  Government  of  the  day  to  submit  for 
their  approbation.  To  that  he,  for  one,  would 
never  consent ;  and  while  he  had  a  seat  in  that 
Council  he  would  exercise  eyery  constitutional 
privilege  which  its  members  possessed,  in  order 
to  put  a  stop  to  any  attempt  to  force  on  legis- 
lation of  such  a  kind  in  unseemly  haste,  or  to 
compel  them  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  even  to 
so  much  as  look  at  the  prospect  of  a  prorogation 
of  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  did  not  think  any 
member  of  the  Council  considered  himself  dis- 
graced when  last  year,  at  the  very  end  of  the 
session,  the  Waste  Lands  Bill  was  sent  up  to  the 
Council.  They  could  not  consider  the  Bill^  and 
passed  only  a  lew  clauses.  They  did  not  consider 
themselves  disgraced  in  the  slightest  degree  on 
that  occasion ;  but  now  they  had  become  yirtuous 
all  of  a  sudden.  Why  were  they  not  equally 
yirtuous  last  session  and  the  session  before  ?  lie 
recollected  that  at  the  end  of  one  session,  when 
they  were  all  sitting  at  tlie  table  waiting  for  His 
Excellency  to  come  in  and  prorogue  Parliament, 
a  yery  important  Bill  was  brought  down,  which 
they  swallowed  there  and  then.  He  thou|;ht  it 
was  a  Bill  relating  to  the  broad  gauge  of  railway. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  thought  his  honor- 
able friend  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  misundel'stood 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  He  understood  that 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  the  Council 
would  haye  as  much  time  giyen  it  to  consider  any 
measure  that  might  be  brought  down  as  was 
devoted  to  that  measure  by  tne  representatives 
of  the  people  in  another  place.  As  far  as  going 
through  business  quickly  was  concerned,  his 
honorable  friend  Captain  Eraser  had  referred 
to  a  circumstance  which  he  himself  recollected. 
When  the^  were  actually  waiting  for  His  Excel- 
lency's arnval  to  prorogue  Parliament,  a  message 
was  sent  down  with  a  Bill  of  yery  great  import* 
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ance  indeed,  with  respect  to  the  broad  gauge 
being  adopted  in  a  part  of  the  country  to  whidi 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  belonged.  That  subject  had 
been  discussed  in  the  Council  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  honorable  members  were  so  conyinced 
ihat  the  Tiews  they  held  with  regard  to  the  broad 
gauge  were  correct  that,  when  the  alterations  in 
the  Bill  were  returned  to  the  other  House  of 
Assembly,  and  the  members  there  refused  to 
agree  to  the  Council's  amendments,  a  Conference 
was  held,  which  lasted  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  the  managers  for  the  Council  adhered  to  the 
broad  gauge,  and  it  was  carried.  What  had  been 
the  consequence?  The  broad  gauge  had  been 
laid  down  for  thirty  miles — this  was  in  conse- 
quence of  one  of  the  Bills  they  passed  in  a  very 
great  hurry  —  the  railway  had  not  been  much 
more  than  a  year  open,  or,  at  any  rate,  not  two 
years,  and  now,  when  they  were  short  of  trucks, 
short  of  money,  and  short  of  everything,  it  was 
proposed  to  take  up  that  broad  gauge  and  lay 
down   narrow-gauge  rails,  rendering  the  trucks 

Perfectly  useless.  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Hall 
new 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said,  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  mentioned  his  name,  he  would  beg 
to  suggest  whether  he  was  not  rather  trareSing 
away  from  the  immediate  question  before  the 
Council.  He  would  ask  the  Hon.  the  Speaker's 
ruling,  whether  the  effect  of  an  alteration  in  a 
railway  gnage  made  in  a  measure  some  years  ago 
had  any  bearing  upon  the  present  question. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  speaking  to 
the  point  of  order,  thought  there  could  be  no 
poesiole  objection  to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bobinson,  who  had  not  trarelled  half  as  far  away 
from  the  immediate  question  as  had  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell  when  he  lectured  him  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  for  about  half  an  hour. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  question 
before  the  Council  was  as  to  the  adjournment — 
whether  or  not  it  was  desirable  to  meet  on  Satur- 
dar.  Arguments  had  been  adduced.  On  one 
siae  8  few  honorable  members  suggested  that  it 
would  not  be  desirable  to  meet  unless  there  were 
■ome  Tery  important  BiUs  that  required  their 
attention,  and  yarioiis  illustrations  were  given  to 
show  that  it  was  undesirable  unless  such  was  the 
case.  Then  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson  met  those 
illustrations,  as  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had 
done,  by  counter  illustrations  of  a  similar  kind. 
Under  those  circumstances,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  quite  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  speaking  to  the  point 
of  order,  merely  wished  to  say  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bobinson  was  bringing  forward  one  of  the  most 
notable  cases  that  had  ever  occurred  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and  one  which  was  pertinent  to  the  ques- 
tion at  issue— a  case  in  which  the  GK)yernment  of 
the  day  exercised  undue  power  and  influence  in 
order  to  pass  a  measure 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  called  upon  the 
honorable  member  to  confine  himself  to  the 
question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  thought  irrelevant 
matters  had  been  introduced  during  the  discus- 
sion, but,  when  he  heard  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell  speaking  on  those  matters,  he  thought  the 
Hon,  Mr,  Eohiruom 


honorable  eentleman  should  bs  much  better  ac- 
quainted than  himself  with  what  was  irrelevanl, 
and  he  therefore  followed  the  honorable  eentl^ 
man's  example.  Anything  he  said  was  omy  for 
the  purpose  of  rebutting  some  remarks  that  had 
been  made  by  that  honorable  gentleman.  He 
would  point  out  that  on  former  occasions  they 
had  always  passed  important  measures  at  the 
very  end  of  a  session,  and  he  did  not  think  thej 
should  make  an  exception  on  this  occasion.  They 
had  always  brought  the  session  to  a  close  earlier 
than  people  generally  expected.  It  was  true  they 
now  appeared  to  be  in  the  same  state  as  tliey 
were  a  month  ago,  and  they  might  go  on  a<^  us- 
finitum,  and  be  in  session  the  whole  year  round,  if 
they  continued  to  conduct  the  business  as  it  had 
been  conducted  this  session.  Parties  in  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  had  been  equally  bal- 
anced, and  business  had  been  at  a  stand-stiU. 
However,  he  believed  there  was  now  a  great  ma^ 
jority  in  favour  of  the  existing  GK)yemment,  and, 
if  that  were  so,  it'  was  to  be  expected  that  boti- 
ness  would  go  through  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  much  more  rapidly  than  hitherto. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  said  the  same  time  wonld 
be  given  to  the  Council  to  discuss  any  meaaareft 
brought  down  as  was  occupied  in  the  other  brmnch 
of  the  Legislature  in  their  consideration.  This 
was  not  the  time  to  object,  for  the  proper  time 
would  be  when  the  measures  were  brougnt  down 
and  they,  were  asked  to  huny  them  through ;  hot 
they  had  no  right  to  suppose  that  anything  of 
the  sort  would  take  place.  He  would  support 
the  motion  for  meeting  to-morrow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  the  Hon. 
Captain  Eraser  had  urged,  as  a  reason  for  hurry* 
ing  through  very  important  business  at  the  end 
of  the  session,  that  tney  had  done  so  on  former 
occasions;  but  he  had  heard  that  honorable 
gentleman  and  several  others  regret,  during  many 
sessions,  that  the  Council  was  obliged  to  be  placed 
in  that  position,  and  he  understood  them  to 
have  resolved  that  they  would  not  be  placed  in 
the  same  position  again.  During  the  present 
session  they  went  so  &r  as  to  alter  the  Standing 
Orders  so  that  important  Bills  might  be  intro- 
duced in  the  Council  first,  and  the  neoeseity 
for  rushing  them  through  at  the  close  of  the 
session  prevented.  Ho  hoped  the  CouncQ  would 
refuse  to  allow  such  a  state  of  things  to  exist 
this  session  as  had  existed  during  previous  ses- 
sions. H  the  Council  must  be  prorogued  at  an 
early  date,  then  business  must  be  put  aside.  He 
was  satisfied  with  the  assurance  siven  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  that  the  Councu  would  have 
sufficient  time  to  consider  any  important  busi- 
ness; but  he  did  not  think  that  was  consistent 
with  the  remark  that  the  honorable  ffentleman 
hoped  the  Council  would  be  prorogued  early  in 
the  beginning  of  the  week  after  next.  One  yery 
important  measure  was  not  yet  out  of  Committee 
in  another  place.  He  would  ask  the  honoraUe 
gentleman  if  it  would  not  be  possible  to  haye  the 
Land  Bill  brought  before  the  Council  at  a  veiy 
early  date,  so  that  as  much  time  as  possible  might 
be  afibrded  for  the  consideration  of  so  very  impor- 
tant a  measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  it  was  quite 
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erident  that  the  position  in  which  the  Coxmcil 
was  placed  was  this :  They  were  likely  to  have 
the  prorogation  early  in  the  week  after  next,  and 
in  the  meantime  they  were  to  have  the  Land  Bill, 
the  Loan  Bill,  and  possibly  one  or  two  equally  im- 
portant measures  before  them.  Any  honorable 
member  who  considered  the  amount  of  work  there 
was  to  do  in  reference  to  these  Bills  would  see  that 
next  week  would  be  a  very  difficult  one  to  get 
through.  Apart  from  the  most  important  nature 
of  that  task,  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Council  to  pass  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  they 
would  not  consider  these  very  large  measures  at 
the  last  moment  in  this  hurried  way.  If  that 
were  known  in  another  place,  it  mieht,  and  he 
hoped-  it  would,  have  the  effect  of  somewhat 
shortening  what  he  might  call  the  apparent  waste 
of  time  that  took  place  elsewhere.  Honorable 
members  of  the  Council  got  weary  of  waiting  for 
three  or  four  months,  with  very  little  work  to  do, 
and  then  they  left  Wellington  in  the  most  impor- 
tant part  of  the  session.  He  was  very  glad  indeed 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  had  given  notice  of 
a  call  of  the  Council,  which  he  would  certainly 
support.  For  himself,  he  did  not  see  how  the 
GoTemment  were  going  to  prorogue  Parliament 
so  soon  as  it  appeared  they  expected  to  be  able 
to  do,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pass  these  im- 
portant measures.  He  thought  the  best  plan 
would  be  to  adjourn  the  session  for  a  couple  of 
months,  and  let  them  come  back  at  the  end  of 
January  or  the  beginning  of  February,  because  he 
thought  they  were  all  heartily  tired  of  the  session, 
and  anxious  to  go  to  their  homes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  did  not  think  any 
serious  harm  could  be  done  or  any  indecent 
hurry  .introduced  into  their  proceedings  without 
the  consent  of  the  Council.  The  matter  rested 
with  the  Council  itself.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
might,  in  as  delicate  a  manner  as  possible,  dictate 
to  them  what  business  they  should  take;  but 
it  rested  entirely  with  the  Council  h#tv  long  they 
should  take  to  consider  any  measure  submitted  to 
them.  Two  or  three  sessions  ago  he  had  the 
honor  to  point  out  to  the  Council  that  they 
really  held  the  power  in  their  own  hands,  and 
were  not  obliged  to  commit  themselves  to  any- 
thing of  which  they  conscientiously  disapproved. 
He  did  not  think  there  wa«  any  real  reason  for 
sitting  to-morrow,  looking  at  the  business  before 
them.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  pro- 
bably, as  in  another  place  it  was  proposed  to  con- 
tinue the  labours  of  legislation  to-morrow,  on  Mon- 
day they  would  have  before  them  some  measures 
which  might  require  earnest  and  constant  atten- 
tion during  the  ensuing  week.  Whatever  mea- 
sures might  come  before  them,  he  really  trusted 
the  Council  would  resolutely  set  its  face  against 
being  hurried  into  the  adoption  or  rejection  of 
any  important  measures.  He  would  certainly 
Tote  against  adjournment  to  any  earlier  period 
than  Monday,  and  during  next  week  he  hoped 
the  Council  would  unanimously  refuse  to  be  hur- 
ried in  the  consideration  of  any  measure  of  great 
importance. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  agreed  with  a  great 
deal  that  had  been  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell. 
But,  as  supplementing  his  remarks,  he  would  say 
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he  thought  the  Council  was  bound  by  the  neces- 
sities of  the  position  to  sit  whenever  the  Govern- 
ment requested  it  to  do  so.  Having  done  that, 
the  Council  would  be  perfectly  justified  hereafter 
in  taking  whatever  time  they  chose  for  the  trans- 
action of  public  business.  The  whole  of  the  mis- 
takes in  the  past  appeared  to  have  resulted  from 
the  fact  that  no.  members  had  coalesced  in  the 
Council  to  delay  the  passage  of  Bills.  On  the 
occasion  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Eobinson 
he  (Dr.  Grace)  would  have  resisted  the  Bill,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Gk)vernor  was  waiting ; 
but  he  was  taken  by  surprise,  and  before  he  coidd 
open  his  mouth  the  Bill  was  passed.  Had  it  not 
been  for  that,  he  would  have  resisted  the  Bill 
single-handed  for  the  whole  day. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  delivered  a  very  severe 
lecture  to  him.  That  honorable  gentleman  deli- 
vered a  lecture  to  him  on  every  occasion  that  he 
had  risen  to  reply  on  behalf  of  the  Government. 
He  was  always  expressing  wonder  how  he  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  could  do  suc^  and  such  a  thing,  and 
accusing  the  Government  of  degrading  the  Coun- 
cil. It  was  rather  hard  measure  to  press  him  to 
explain  the  exact  course  the  Gk)vemment  would 
take  in  regard  to  their  policy  something  like 
twelve  hours  after  the  decision  of  the  House  was 
taken  in  another  place  with  regard  to  its  main 
proposal.  However,  he.  undertook  to  do  the 
utmost  that  was  reasonable,  and  ^ave  all  the 
information  in  his  power.  For  doing  that  he 
received  his  chronic  lecture  from  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell.  But  he  did  not  attach  much  im- 
portance to  that.  Notwithstanding  all  his  high- 
faluting  statements  about  the  indignity  put  upon 
the  Council,  that  honorable  gentleman  was  a 
member  of  a  Qovernment  which  introduced  to 
the  Council  a  large  series  of  Bills  during  the 
last  six  or  eight  days  of  a  memorable  session. 
Some  of  those  Bills  were  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and  they  culminated  in  one  which  he 
endeavoured  to  talk  out  of  the  Cotincil  on  the 
day  of  prorogation.  How  did  the  honorable 
gentleman's  colleagues  behave  towards  him  (Colo- 
nel Whitmore)  on  that  occasion  ?  They  sent  him 
a  message  that  they  would  adjourn  the  proroga- 
tion, and  send  the  Governor  away,  if  he  did  not 
stop  speaking,  as  they  were  determined  that  the 
Bill  should  pass.  That  was  what  he  called 
putting  force  upon  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  asked  what 
Bill  the  honorable  gentleman  referred  to. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  it  was  a 
Bill  sent  up  on  the  18th  September,  1870. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  th# 
honorable  gentleman  ought  to  know  he  was  not 
in  office  at  that  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  had  no  reason 
to  know  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  not 
then  in  office. 

The  Hon  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  entirely  wrong.  He 
was  in  England  at  the  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  still  a  Minister.  He  came 
back  from  England  a  Minister.  He  might  not 
have  been  personally  responsible  for  that  act,  but 
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he  was  a  member  of  the  MiniBtrj  whioh  was 
responsible.  There  were  a  large  number  of  Bills 
whioh  the  present  Gbremment  were,  perforce, 
obliged  to  oring  in  at  this  late  period.  And 
why  perforce  ?  Because,  from  the  moment  they 
took  their  seats  on  the  Government  benches  in 
another  place,  they  had  been  met  with  votes 
of  censure  and  want  of  confidence  again  and 
again.  It  had  only  been  by  a  sacrifice  of  per* 
sonal  pride  that  they  puslied  business  through 
as  fast  as  they  could,  and  in  the  face  of  most  ag- 
gravating taunts  for  so  doing.  Honorable  mem- 
bers should  not  hold  the  Qt)vemment  responsible 
for  the  delay  that  had  occurred.  With  regard  to 
the  Land  Bill,  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
said  had  been  so  long  in  another  place,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  were  a  little  more  reflective, 
or  disposed  to  be  a  little  more  fair,  he  would 
recollect  that,  although  the  Bill  had  been  some 
months  before  the  other  House,  it  had  only  been 
under  consideration  a  very  few  days  indeed. 
Those  few  days  ho  could  very  well  afford  to  the 
Council  for  tlie  consideration  of  that  Bill.  What- 
ever he  might  propose  to  the  Council,  it  would 
bo  for  the  Council  to  do  as  it  liked.  If  honorable 
members  would  undertake  to  get  the  Bill  through 
for  him  as  quickly  as  it  was  got  through  in 
another  place  they  might  still  prorogue  the  week 
after  next.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  suggested  that 
they  should  adjourn  fQr  a  few  months.  Of 
course  it  was  ooen  to  the  Council  to  do  that,  if 
they  pleased,  fte  had  something  to  say  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell.  He  thought  it  came  very 
badly  from  him,  or  from  any  Wellington  mem- 
ber, to  protest  against  meeting  on  Saturday  in 
order  to  dispose  of  the  business. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  wished  to  make  an 
explanation.  The  aspect  of  the  question  sug- 
gested by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Gtmce  had  not  occurred 
to  him  when  he  spoke.  He  entirely  agreed  with 
the  opinion  expressed  by  that  honorable  gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  .that  in 
that  case  he  would  say  nothing  more  on  the 
subject.  The  G-ovemment  were  very  anxious  — 
and  they  had  shown  themselves  to  be  so  from  the 
moment  they  entered  office — to  show  every  pos-. 
sible  courtesy  to  the  Council.  They  suggested  a 
meeting  on  Saturday  at  some  little  inconvenience 
to  themselres  because  they  thought  it  would  be 
a  great  convenience  to  honorable  gentlemen  to 
get  home  as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  6k)vem- 
ment  were  willing  to  bring  forward  no  Bill  they 
could  possibly  dupense  with,  it  was  not  at  all 
unreasonable  to  suppose,  looking  at  the  work  of 
former  years,  that  there  would  be  sufficient  time 
for  the  Council  to  consider  all  the  measures 
before  the  prorogation.  He  did  not  think  any 
honorable  gentleman  was  justified  in  saying  there 
was  any  discourtesy  or  any  indignity  placed  upon 
the  Council,  after  his  having  done  all  that  was 
reasonable  in  the  way  of  giving  information  to 
the  Council  with  regiurd  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government.  If  the  Council  did  not  think  fit 
to  sit  to-morrow,  it  was  in  their  power  to  do  as 
they  pleased ;  but  in  future  he  would  not  en- 
deavour to  induce  honorable  gentlemen  to  sit  an 
extra  day  in  the  week. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mon.  Colonel  Whitmors 


PROVINCIAL  LIABILITIES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  What  was  the  sum  standing 
to  the  credit  of  the  several  provinces,  under  the 
head  of  Provincial  Liabilities,  on  the  SOth  June 
last ;  and  whether  the  Government  will  ts^e  the 
necessary  steps  for  restoring  to  the  credit  of  the 
Liabilities  Account  of  the  former  Province  of 
Canterbury  the  sum  of  £30,000,  more  or  less, 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Railway  Renewal 
Fund  or  that  province,  and  paid  into  the  PubUo 
Trust  Fund  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that 
the  honorable  gentleman's  question  was  a  very 
natural  one.  He  had  made  inquiries  at  the 
Treasury,  and  he  thought  the  answer  would  be 
satisfactonr  to  the  honorable  gentleman.  The 
sum  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  several  pro- 
vinces under  the  head  Provincial  Liabilities  on  the 
SOth  June  was  £45,888  3s.  8d.  The  sum  stand* 
ing  to  the  credit  of  the  Railway  Renewal  Fund  <m 
the  same  date  was  £32,715,  and  the  amount  was 
transferred  from  the  Trust  Fund  to  the  credit  of 
the  account  "  Provincial  LiabiUties,  Canterbury," 
on  the  14th  September  last.  Therefore  what 
the  honorable  gentlenmn  wanted  had  already 
been  done. 

FISH  PROTECTION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  Hon.  Cap- 
tain Fraser  had  put  a  question  to  him  as  to 
whether  this  Bill  should  not  have  been  printed 
in  Maori  as  well  as  in  English.  On  looking  over 
the  Standing  Order  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  BUI  did  not  come  within  the  rule,  as 
not  "specially"  affecting  the  Maoris.  At  the 
same  time  he  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
mentioning  that  he  thought  it  highly  desirable 
that  all  Bills  affecting  the  Maori  race  introduced 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session  should  be  intro- 
duced botu  in  Maori  and  English. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  HARBOUR  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  19. — Land  revenue  of  Board  set  aside 
for  interest  and  sinking  fund. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That  the 
Chairman  do  leave  the  chair. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Chairman  do  leave 
the  chair ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         10 

Noes         14 


Majority  against ... 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Hart, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 


Ates. 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Hurse, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Sir  J.  L.  0.  Richardson. 

Nobs. 

Bir.  Menxiee, 
Mr.  Miller, 
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Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  HaU, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 
lieat.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Bossell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


The  motion  was  consequentlj  negatived. 

The  Bill  was  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments,  and  the  third  reading  fixed  for  next 
fitting  daj. 

MINES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving  the 
■econd  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  as  to  the 
neoessitj  for  it  there  could  be  verj  little  doubt, 
and  the  Council  would  therefore  not  hesitate 
as  to  the  desirability  of  affirming  the  principle. 
Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  exist  would 
probably  extend  only  to  certain  provisions  in  cer- 
tain clauses  of  the  Bill,  aud  he  hoped  that  honor- 
able gentlemen  woidd  find,  when  they  came  to 
examine  the  messure  in  Committee,  that  very 
great  care  had  been  bestowed  upon  the  Bill,  and 
uiat  upon  explanation  many  of  the  apparent 
defects  would  disappear.  This  Bill  consohdated 
not  less  than  fourteen  Statutes  that  were  repealed 
by  one  of  the  schedules;  and  it  consisted  of 
two  parts — first,  the  governing  provisions ;  and, 
•eoondly,  the  regulations,  which  were  contained  in 
the  appendices.  Bills  of  a  similar  nature  had 
been  brought  in  from  year  to  year  under  different 
Ministries  :  these  had  almost  every  year  been 
^  found  to  contain  some  defect,  or  to  leave  room 
for  some  improvement.  They  had  been  now  care- 
fully compared,  re-arranged,  aud  curtailed  as  mucdi 
as  possible  by  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  which 
tat  for  two  months  in  another  place,  and  was 
eomposed  of  gentlemen  who  were  specially  well 
informed  upon  the  subject.  It  was  therefore 
likely  that  this  Bill,  being  the  result  of  so  much 
labour  and  so  much  local  special  knowledge,  was 
in  as  good  a  shape  as  they  were  ever  likely  to 
have  a  Mines  BUI.  Of  the  objections  to  this 
measure  which  had  been  brought  to  his  know- 
ledge there  were  none  of  very  great  importance 
which  he  would  not  be  able  to  meet  and  explain 
in  Committ^,  with  the  exception  of  any  that 
might  still  be  found  by  Dr.  Hector.  One  objec- 
tion that  gentleman  made  was  met  by  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  law.  Dr.  Hector  pointed  out 
that  there  was  no  efficient  provision  for  the  in- 
spection of  mines  ;  but  it  was-found,  by  reference 
to  **  The  Mines  Act,  1874,*'  that  there  were  the 
most  ample  and  complete  provisions  possible  for 
the  inspection  not  only  of  ordinary  mines,  but 
of  coal  mines.  He  believed  that  the  objection 
arose  from  some  accident  that  occurred  at  a  coal 
mine  which  was  worked  under  the  Public  Works 
Act,  and  which,  he  believed,  was  in  some  way  or 
other  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  Act  of 
1874.  In  going  through  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
it  would  appear,  first  of  all,  that  several  technical 
defects  in  the  existing  law  had  been  amended  ; 
secondly,  that  provbions  had  been  introduced  for 
the  better  proclamation  and  for  the  better  and 
more  efficient  cancellation  of  gold  mining  dis- 
tricts ;  and,  thirdly,  that  defects  in  mining  titles 
arising  from  the  accidental  lapse  of  renewal 
certificates,  were    now  provided  for  by  heavy 


penalties  in  lieu  of  forfeiture.  There  were  better 
safeguards  with  relation  to  the  issue  of  mining 
leases,  and  there  were  provisions  in  clause  45 
for  the  sale  of  land  in  mining  districts  nearly 
the  same  as  in  the  Act  of  1866.  Then,  imder  one 
of  the  first  subsections  of  clause  52,  there  were 
regulations  as  to  matters  of  principle  in  the 
Statute  itself,  which  were  not  to  be  varied  except 
by  the  tacit  consent  of  the  Assembly.  It  would 
be  found  that  there  was  a  provision  for  the  ex- 
tension to  an  area  of  320  acres  of  agricultural 
leases  in  mining  districts.  He  thought  the  area 
was  previously  limited  to  200  acres.  That  was 
not  an  alteration  of  a  character  which  was  likely 
to  produce  any  very  great  objection ;  and,  if  honor- 
able gentlemen  did  not  agree  with  it,  of  course  it 
could  be  altered  in  Committee.  The  object  of  the 
provision  was  to  render  settlers  better  able  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  it  was  necessary  to 
impose.  Fart  2  related  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  provided  for  the  better  definition  of 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  Warden's  Court  to 
the  District  Court  above.  There  were  several 
provisions  for  the  drainage  of  mines,  and  for 
the  better  definition  of  mining  property,  which 
was  declared  to  be  a  chattel  interest,  and  would 
be  dealt  with  as  such.  Another  point  to  which 
honorable  members  of  the  Council  would  doubt- 
less pay  considerable  attention  was  the  protection 
of  the  interests  of  owners  of  private  property. 
There  were  various  protections.  For  instance, 
the  owners  of  stock  wnose  animals  might  trespass 
upon  water-races  and  sluices  were  not  liable ; 
mining  on  private  property  was  strictly  prohi- 
bited under  severe  penalties;  the  dramage  of 
streams  was  regulatea,  and  a  certain  quantity  of 
the  water  only  was  allowed  to  be  turned  from  its 
natural  channel.  The  subsections  of  clause  31 
dealt  with  almost  every  possible  case  in  which  the 
interests  of  private  property  could  conflict  with 
mining  interests.  In  dealing  with  the  Second 
Fart  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  labours  of  the  Wardens,  who  were 
summoned  to  Wellington  by  the  Government, 
and  met  in  conference.  The  Wardens  drew  up  a 
complete  code  of  regulations  applicable  to  the 
then  existing  legislation.  This  Bill,  he  should 
have  mentioned,  afiected  the  South  Island  only 
— it  was  not  applicable  at  present  to  the  North 
Island  gold  fields.  The  rules  which  had  been 
drawn  up  had  been,  with  tome  few  modifica- 
tions, adopted  and  incorporated  in  the  appen- 
dices, which  were  very  complete  indeed :  in  fact, 
they  were  a  very  material  portion  of  the  Bill. 
One  of  the  alterations  in  the  Bill  was,  that  a 
sluice-head  of  water  was  reduced  from  6(6  feet  to 
60  feet,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Engineer ; 
and  simultaneous  applications  for  agricultural 
sections  were  to  go  to  auction,  as  in  the  case  of 
deferred-payment  selections,  in  lieu  of  the  ballot- 
box.  A  Bill  of  this  kind  had  been  for  a  long 
time  wanted  :  in  fact,  the  beet  proof  of  the  great 
necessity  for  the  Bill  was  the  fact  that  in  almost 
every  successive  session  there  had  been  tome 
attempt  to  codify  the  existing  mining  regulations, 
and  to  briiig  about  a  complete  mining  law.  This 
efibrt  was  at  least  the  most  hopeful  that  had  bean 
made,  and,  although  the  Bi|}>ject  was  ona  upon 
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which  Terj  few  honorable  gentlemen  had  a  very 
extended  experience,  and  there  would  be  of  conrse 
a  temptation  to  treat  it  in  the  way  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Miller  once  recommended  them  to  treat  in- 
surances— in  gloho — still  he  thought  that,  with 
the  attention  and  assistance  of  those  honorable 
gentlemen  who  had  some  little  acquaintance  with 
Uiis  subject,  and  with  their  own  attention  to  those 
portions  with  which  they  were  familar,  they 
would  be  able  to  do  all  that  it  was  desirable  to 
do  with  the  Bill.    They  could  do  a  little  more, 

grobably,  than  they  did  with  the  Shipping  and 
eamen  s  Bill  which  passed  through  the  Council 
on  a  former  occasion  ;  but  this  was  just  one  of 
those  Bills  which  it  was  not  desirable  to  tamper 
with  very  much,  uuless  where  some  well-known 
principle  was  contravened  by  its  provisions. 
With  those  few  remarks,  he  begged  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  said  this  was  one  of 
those  Bills  which  most  to  a  certain  extent  be 
taken  upon  trust,  because  it' was  drawn  no  doubt 
by  a  skilled  draftsman,  who  had  had  placed  before 
him  all  the  preyious  Acts,  with  those  amend- 
ments which  had  been  suggested  by  the  experience 
of  persons  in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature 
acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case.  After 
looking  through  the  Bill  and  observing  the 
generu  care  which  was  manifested  in  its  prepara- 
non,  it  would  be  difficult  and  even  dangerous  to 
attempt  to  amend  an  Act  drawn  under  the  cir- 
cumstances and  conditions  under  which  this  Act 
was  drawn.  He  mentioned  that  because  he  felt 
oonyinced  that  yery  few  honorable  members  of 
the  Council  would  be  able  to  read  the  Bill 
through  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  them  to  make 
any  material  and  effectual  amendments.  If  any 
amendments  were  tobe  made  they  must  be  made 
in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  there  was  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  Bill  had  received 
yeiT  careful  consideration  and  skilful  treatment, 
and  it  was  all  the  more  necessary,  on  that  account, 
to  scrutinize  it  with  equal  care  in  the  Council. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  Bill  was  the  result 
of  seven  years'  incubation,  but  he  felt  quite  cer- 
tain that  it  had  been  carefully  considered  for  a 
long  time,  and  that  the  G-old  Fields  Committee 
in  another  House — containing  a  gre«t  number  of 
members  who  were  practically  familiar  with  the 
work  of  gold  fields — had,  dunng  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  been  carefully  drawine  it  up.  But 
the  Council  must  have  this  in  recollection  :  that, 
although  there  could  be  no  doubt  the  Bill  had 
been  cbawn  up  with  care,  intelligence,  discrimi- 
nation, and  knowledge,  yet  it  had  been  drawn  up 
for  the  most  part  by  honorable  members  who  re- 
garded this  subject  chiefly  from  one  point  of 
yiew,  and  that  it  was  necessary  it  should  be  looked 
at  from  other  points  of  view  before  finally  re- 
ceiving the  imprimatur  of  the  assent  of  the 
Legblature.  Therefore  he  must  confess  that  his 
first  impression  was  that,  coming  to  the  Council 
at  this  very  late  period  of  the  session,  when  they 
oould  not  bestow  upon  it  the  amount  of  attention 
which  its  importajice  deserved,  the  Bill  might 
yery  well  stand  over  until  next  session,  after  they 
had  shown  the  courtesy  to  the  other  House  of 
Eon.  Colonel  WMtmor^ 


reading  it  a  second  Ume.  The  present  Acts 
might  be  made  to  work  with  indifferent  satis- 
faction for  a  few  months  longer,  and  then  the 
Bill  might  be  brought  forward  at  an  earher  period 
next  session.  But,  if  they  were  to  consider  the 
Bill  at  all  this  session,  it  must  be  considered  by  a 
Select  Committee.  The  Waste  Lands  Committee 
would  be  quite  incapable  of  undertaking  the  work 
in  addition  to  its  present  duties.  Therefore,  if 
the  Council  were  seriously  anxious  to  consider 
this  Bill,  its  consideration  must  be  relegated  to  a 
Select  Committee.  He  would  not  himself  move  that 
a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  but  he  would 
suggest  to  another  honorable  member  a  list  of 
members  who  were  not  busily  engaged  on  other 
Committees,  and  perhaps  he  would  move  that  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FKASEB  did  not  intend  to 
say  much  upon  this  subject,  but  he  must  say  that 
in  many  pairtioulars  he  did  not  approve  of  the 
Bill.  He  might  refer  to  one  clause,  clause  66, 
by  which  not  only  would  the  runholders  be  un- 
fairly dealt  vrith,  but  the  public  estate  would  be 
seriously  injured.  That  clause  gave  a  pre-emptive 
right  of  fifty  acres  to  every  occupier  or  owner  of 
a  garden,  and  these  pre-emptiye  rights  would  be 
largely  exercised,  to  the  detriment  of  the  puhlio 
estate.  The  Bill  could  only  be  considered  to- 
gether with  the  Land  Bill,  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
considered  until  that  Bill  came  down.  He  should 
not  pay  the  slightest  attention  to  the  Bill ;  if  his 
name  were  put  upon  a  Committee,  he  should  re- 
fuse to  attend  the  meetings,  and  should  not  in 
any  way  be  a  party  to  its  passing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN,  having  had  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  mining,  considered 
that  a  better  constructed  Bill  than  this  could  not 
have  been  brought  down.  Every  care  had  been 
taken  to  consoUdate  all  the  mining  laws  in  ex- 
istence, and  the  work  had  been  well  done.  Still, 
he  agreed  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  and  he  should  moye  in  that  direction 
after  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  23rd  November,  1877. 

East  and  West  Coast  Bailwaj— Captain  Johnstons— B. 
Maolanrin— Hotpitala  and  Charitable  Aid— Hanawatu 
Land  Orders  Bill— Edacation  Bill — Supply. 

Mr.  Sfbakbs  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbayibs. 

EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  (in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Kennedy)  asked  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
If  he  wUl  inform  this  House  what  steps  are  being 
taken  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  railway  to 
connect  the  East  and  West  Coasts  of  the  Middle 
Island,  and  if  the  same  will  be  proceeded  wit^ 
during  the  recess  P 
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Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  surreys  were  now 
being  made,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
GoTemment  to  continue  them  during  the  recess, 
until  thej  were  completed. 

CAPTAIN  JOHNSTONE. 

Mr.  COX  asked  the  Minister  for  Lands, 
Whether  the  GoTemment  intend  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee in  the  case  of  the  petitioner  Captain  J.  C. 
Johnstone  ?  He  understood  that  the  matter  had 
been  before  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  who, 
after  carefully  considering  it,  had  recommended 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  should  be  granted. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  Goyemment  in- 
tended to  place  £200  on  the  Estimates  for  the 
purpose  of  canons  out  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  m  this  case. 

B.  MACLAURIN. 

Mr.  COX  asked  the  Minister  for  Lands, 
Whether  the  €K>Ternment  intend  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee in  the  case  of  the  petitioner  Robert 
Maclaurin  ? 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  papers  relating 
to  this  case  had  gone  astray,  but  he  would  pro- 
mise the  honorable  member  that  the  matter 
should  be  inquired  into  by  the  Goyemment. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  AID. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  .the  €K>Temment  will  restore  to  muni- 
cipalities the  excess  of  cost  of  hospitals  and 
charitable-aid  expenditure  beyond  the  sums  pro- 
perly chargeable?  Owing  to  a  defect  in  the 
legislation  last  year  the  municipalities  situated 
in  those  prorinoial  districts  in  which  the  Counties 
Act  had  not  come  into  operation  had  had  to  ex- 
pend certain  moneys  on  hospitals  and  charitable 
aid  in  excess  of  the  sums  properly  chargeable. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Gorernment 
would  restore  to  the  municipalities  the  sums 
which  had  been  expended  in  excess. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  in  some  cases  there 
had  been  deductions  made  which  would  have  to 
•be  refunded,  while  in  other  cases  OTcr-payments 
had  been  made.  The  amounts  almost  balanced 
one  another.  The  matter  was  under  arrange- 
ment, and  a  return  would  be  laid  on  the  table 
showing  the  exact  amounts  that  had  been  paid  to 
those  local  bodies. 

MANAWATU  LAND  ORDERS  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  made  by  the  LegisUtire  Council 
in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  moved.  That  the  House  dis- 
agree with  the  amendments  made  in  clauses  4  and 
12.  The  effect  o^  the  alterations  would  be  to 
allow  persons  in  the  colony  two  years  within 
which  they  might  exercise  the  land  orders  instead 
of  one  year,  which  he  thought  too  long. 

Mr.  FOX,  who  was  inaudible  in  the  gallery, 
was  understood  to  strongly  object  to  the  amend- 
ments being  disagreed  to. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  amendments  be  dis- 


agreed to ;"  upon  which  a  diyision  was  called 

for,  with  the  fcmowing  result : — 

Ayes         40 

Noes         14 


Majority  for 

26 

Aybs. 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  BaUanoe, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.Barff, 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Macandrew,       , 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.Rees, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Reynolds. 

Nobs. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Tellers, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Fox. 

The  amendments  were  consequently  disagreed 
to,  and  Messrs.  Sheehan,  Kelly,  and  Richmond 
were  appointed  Managers  to  prepare  reasons  for 
disagreeing. 

EDUCATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  thoueh  a  number  of 
amendments  had  been  made  in  the  Bill  by  the 
other  House,  most  of  them  were  of  no  ffreat  im- 
portance, and  did  not  materially  affect  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill.  There  were,  howeyer,  certain 
amendments  made  to  which  he  would  ask  the 
House  not  to  agree.  The  first  was  the  striking 
out  of  the  appropriation  clause,  No.  8,  and  the 
second  was  the  insertion  of  three  new  subsections 
in  clause  83.  Two  of  those  new  subsections  were 
as  follow : — 

"The  school  shall  be  opened  every  momine 
with  the  reading  of  the  Lord's  Prayer.  No  child 
shall  attend  at  the  reading  herein  provided  for  if 
his  or  her  parents  or  gutmilians  inform  the  Com- 
mittee or  the  teacher  that  they  object  to  such 
attendance. 

"The  school  buildings  shall  be  available,  on 
days  and  at  hours  other  than  those  used  for 
pablio  school  purposes,  on  application  by  the 
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ministers  of  the  sereral  denominations,  or  person 
or  persons  appointed  by  them,  for  the  religious 
instraetion  of  the  children  of  the  respective  ^rms 
of  faith,  and  the  Committee  shall  from  time  to 
time  prescribe  on  what  dajs,  at  what  hours,  and 
for  what  periods  such  instructions  shall  take 
place  by  each  :  Provided  that  no  child  or  child- 
ren shall  be  allowed  to  attend  at  such  instruc- 
tion except  on  a  written  request  addressed  to  the 
teacher  to  that  effect,  signed  bj  the  parents  or 
guardians  of  such  children." 

He  thought  these  proTisions  shoiild  be  omitted, 
for,  while  he  hoped  that  he  would  never  be  want- 
ing in  reyerence  for  the  Lord's  Prayer,  he  thought 
that  they  should  not  introduce  even  as  little 
of  the  rdigious  element  as  that  into  a  measure 
which  was  intended  to  be  purely  secular.  He 
conceiyed  that  no  Education  Bill  would  be 
thoroughly  satisfactory  unless  it  was  purely  secu- 
lar, and  it  would  not  be  purely  secular  if  the 
Lord's  Pr^er  were  allowed  by  it  to  be  read  in  the 
schools.  He  moyed.  That  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Education  Bill 
be  agreed  with,  with  the  exception  of  those  in 
sections  8,  63,  and  83.  And,  if  that  motion  were 
agreed  to,  he  would  propose  that  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taien,  the  honorable  member  for 
Kaiapoi,  and  himself  be  appointed  to  draw  up 
reasons  for  the  disagreement. 

Mr.  GIBBS  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
Government  approved  of  the  principle  of  cumu- 
lative voting. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  he  entirely  ap- 
proved of  it. 

Mr.  8WANS0N  said  that  the  system  proposed 
by  the  Legi&Lative  Council  in  its  amendments  had 
been  tried  in  Auckland,  and  had  worked  most 
satisfactorily. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
system  of  cumulative  voting  was  an  experiment 
worth  trying.  When  the  Bill  was  being  drafted 
he  had  carefully  considered  the  whole  question, 
and  had  thought  of  introducing  the  principle 
of  the  inrovision  which  had  been  inserted  by  the 
Legislative  Council.  The  principle  had  been 
adopted  in  England,  and  the  London  School 
Bofiuxl  had  been  elected  under  it  since  1870  ;  but 
it  was  still  an  open  question  whether  the  system 
of  cumulative  voting  fulfilled  the  intentions  of 
those  who  advocated  it.  On  the  whole,  he  had 
thought  it  better  not  to  introduce  it  originally 
into  the  Bill,  as  the  system  was  still  an  experi- 
ment. But,  as  the  experiment  might  be  worth 
trying,  he  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  this 
amendment  suggested  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
especially  as  it  was  calculated  to  give  minorities 
8  voice  in  the  elections. 

Major  ATKINSON  approved  of  the  system  of 
cumulative  voting.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  the 
Minister  of  Justice  say  that  the  Government 
wished  to  reinstate  the  appropriation  clause, 
which  had  been  struck  out  by  the  Legislative 
CounciL  As  the  House  had  thought  proper  to 
strike  out  the  capitation  clauses-r-which,  in  his 
opinion,  was  a  great  mistake— it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  would  be  yery  much  better  to  strike  out 
the  appropriation  clause  ol-^o,  and  to  make  the 
necessary  provbion  for  education  on  the  Esti- 
Mr.  Skeehan 


mates.  Then  the  question  of  imposing  capitatioD. 
fees  would  be  left  open  for  decision  in  a  future 
session  of  Parliament,  when  they  had  ascertained 
the  sum  that  would  be  absolutely  required  for  tbo 
purposes  of  education,  and  how  far  the  consoli- 
dated revenue  vras  able  to  bear  the  burdens  pot 
upon  it.  He  would  therefore  like  to  see  the 
appropriation  clause  omitted,  and  the  funds  re- 
quired for  this  year  put  upon  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  MACANDKEW  said  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  would  have  preferred  to  have  disagreed 
with  the  amendments  and  dropped  the  Bill.  The 
Bill  was  not  required.  In  Otago  the  people  were 
satisfied  vrith  what  they  had  sdready,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  in  Canterbury  the  people  found  that 
their  present  system  worked  satis&ctorily.  The 
Bill,  if  passed,  woiild  add  to  the  public  harden  to 
an  enormous  extent.  In  Otago  alone  the  school 
fees,  which  under  the  Bill  would  be  done  away 
with,  amounted  to  £17,000  a  year,  and  the  people 
were  quite  willing  to  pay  that  amount  in  school 
fees.  As  it  was  now  proposed,  the  Government 
would  be  called  upon  to  proyide  the  money,  and 
the  revenue,  would  be  lessened  by  that  sum.  If 
the  school  fees  in  Otago  amounted  to  such  a  large 
sum,  the  amount  over  the  whole  colony  would 
be  much  greater.  If  Managers  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed, he  hoped  that  they  would  consider  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Cooncil 
separately,  because  he  believed  that  a  majority 
of  members  in  the  House  would  agree  with  the 
one  while  they  could  not  agree  with  the  other. 
He  might  state  that,  in  his  belief,  one  of  the 
effects  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  greatly  reduce  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  in  Otago. 

Mr.  MUBRAY-AYNSLEY  thought  the  Minis- 
ter for  Lands  was  rather  vride  of  the  mark  when 
he  said  that  the  people  of  Canterbury  were  satis- 
fied with  the  existing  state  of  things.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  they  were  not  at  all  satisfied.  He 
would  point  out  that  the  Legislative  Council  had 
altered  dause  63  in  such  a  way  that  the  elections 
of  School  Committees  would  bo  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January  in  each  year,  instead  of  on 
the  fourth  Monday  in  the  month.  In  his  opinion 
that  was  an  amendment  which  should  not  be 
agreed  to,  inasmuch  as  the  first  Monday  might 
be  New  Year's  Day :  at  any  rate,  it  would  be  in 
the  holiday  week,  and  it  would  be  yery  difficult 
to  get  a  meeting  of  the  householders  at  such  a 
time. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  was  sorry  to  hear  the  Minister 
for  Lands  express  a  desire  that  the  Bill  should  be 
dropped,  bemuse  it  was  a  measure  which  was  in- 
troduced by  the  late  Goveriiment,  and  which  had 
been  approved  by  a  large  number  of  honorable 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  He  was 
glad  the  Legislative  Council  had  struck  out  the 
appropriation  clause,  because  if  it  were  left  out 
the  H!ouse  would  have  an  opportunity  of  reinstat- 
ing the  capitation  clauses.  He  was  sure  that  a 
majority  of  the  members  would  now  be  willing  to 
reinstate  those  clauses.  He  would  be  very  glad  to 
see  those  clause  reinstated  for  this  reason :  that 
it  would  relieve  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
amount  of  £30,000.  It  would  be  better  than 
putting  the  compulsory  clause  into  force.  If 
parents  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  education  of 
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their  children  whether  they  sent  them  to  school 
or  not,  they  would  take  care  to  send  them  to 
sohool.  He  trusted  the  capitation  clause  would 
be  reinserted  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MONTGK)BfBRT  hoped  the  Managers 
who  were  to  be  appointed  would  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  House  as  pn^oeed  by  the  Minister 
of  Justice.  He  trusted  the  clause  proyiding  for 
the  payment  of  education,  which  was  struck  out, 
would  be  reinstated.  What  they  wished  for  was 
free  education  for  the  people,  instead  of  the 
parents  of  children,  many  of  whom  were  poor, 
hsring  to  pay  for  that  which  was  essential  to 
order,  good  goremment,  and  the  maintenance  of 
peace  throughout  the  colony.  Let  those  classes 
that  had  benefited  most  pay  a  fair  proportion  of 
the  cost  of  education  out  of  their  wealth  acquired 
in  this  country.  The  consolidated  revenue  would 
be  able  to  bear  all  the  reasonable  charges  put  upon 
it,  if  they  took  care  that  those  who  were  able  to 
pay  did  pay  in  proportion  to  their  means.  He 
hoped  they  would  not  tax  the  parents  of  poor 
children  for  that  education  which  was  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  colony.  He  hoped  the  Man- 
agers would  not  consider  that  the  House  was  luke- 
warm in  this  matter,  as  he  felt  quite  certain 
tiiat  the  House  would  strenuously  maintain  the 
clause. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that  it  was  necessary  to 
reinsert  section  8,  as  without  it  there  was  no 
provision  for  securing  the  distribution  of  the 
money  voted  by  the  House  according  to  aver* 
age  daily  attendance.  This  was  an  essential 
provision  of  the  Bill,  without  which  the  distri- 
bntion  of  the  money  was  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Qoycrnment  of  the  day.  The  honorable 
member  for  Lyttelton  had  directed  attention  to 
the  alteration  made  in  clause  63  by  the  substi- 
tution of  the  first  Monday  in  January  for  the 
fourth  as  the  day  on  which  meetings  should  be 
held  for  the  election  of  School  Committees.  He 
knew  that  the  days  appointed  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  original  Bill  were  all  carefully  gone 
through  so  as  to  make  them  fit  in,  and  he  should 
like  to  haye  time  to  look  into  the  proposed  altera- 
tion, in  order  to  see  whether  it  would  be  satis- 
factory. The  Managers  appointed  would  feel 
bound  to  maintain  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
House  they  represented. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  objected  to  the  system  of  cumu- 
latiye  roting.  It  had  been  in  force  in  the  Pro- 
yince  of  Auckland.  He  had  leen  fiye  elections 
carried  out  under  it,  and  it  had  proved  very  iin- 
satisfactory  indeed.  It  was  opposed  to  the  views 
of  the  people,  and  he  should  like  to  see  it  done 
away  with  altogether. 

Mr.  B£ID  would  like  to  see  his  name  omitted 
as  one  of  the  Managers  to  be  appointed.  He 
was  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  this  House  had 
committed  a  great  blunder  in  dispensing  with 
the  payment  of  school  fees  or  with  the  levying 
of  a  capitation  rate.  He  could  not  see  on  what 
ground  they  proposed  to  take  over  from  the 
parents,  who  were  prepared  to  contribute  towards 
the  education  of  their  children  at  the  public 
schools,  that  burden  which  they  were  wiUine  to 
bear,  and  required  that  they  sliould  send  their 


children  to  school  as  a  matter  of  public  gratuity* 
They  made  a  great  cry  about  the  poor  man.  If 
the  poor  men  were  not  in  a  position  to  pay,  they 
would  in  every  case  eet  their  children  educated 
free  by  the  State.  The  argument  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa  was  nothing  but  the 
purest  socialism  that  could  be  put  forth  in  any 
Assembly.  The  argument  was  that  the  children 
of  poor  parents  must  be  educated  at  the  expense  of 
the  State.  If  that  were  the  case,  the  State  should 
also  see  that  they  were  well  clothed  and  well 
fed.  Why  not  go  further  and  say  that  these 
poor  children  must  be  maintained  at  the  expense 
of  the  wealthy  P  No  doubt  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  see  that  no  children  were  left  uneducated; 
but  the  parents  would  look  upon  the  education  of 
their  children  as  a  matter  ob  greater  importance 
if  they  had  to  contribute  towards  the  expense 
whether  they  sent  their  children  to  school  or  not. 
There  was  no  provision  to  compel  them  to  send 
their  children  to  school ;  and  the  effect  would  be, 
in  the  province  from  which  he  came,  that,  instead 
of  having  better  education  and  more  regular 
attendance  at  the  schools,  they  would  do  away 
with  the  payment  of  the  fees  which  was  an  in- 
ducement to  the  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
school,  inasmuch  as  they  would  not  like  to  pay 
for  a  benefit  they  did  not  receive.  He  thought 
it  was  a  great  mistake  to  keep  the  schools  open 
solely  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  to  leave  it 
optional  with  the  parents  to  send  their  children 
or  not.  For  those  reasons,  he  hoped  that  the 
honorable  member  would  not  name  him  as  one  of 
the  Managers.  With  regard  to  the  reading  of 
the  Lord's  Prayer  at  the  opening  of  the  schools, 
he  would  rather  be  in  favour  of,  and  not  against, 
the  schools  being  so  opened. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  hoped,  for  the  very  reasons 
given  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri, 
that  the  House  would  not  agree  to  his  name 
being  left  out  as  one  of  the  Managers.  He  (Mr. 
Reynolds)  would  be  in  favour  of  coming  to  a 
compromiee  with  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  insert  section  8,  on  condition  that  the 
rating  clauses  were  also  inserted.  He  believed 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  doins  so,  and  in 
getting  the  other  branch  of  the  Legi^ture  to  re* 
consider  their  decision  in  regard  to  these  clauses* 
His  own  impression  wos  that  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  had  struck  out  the  8th  clause 
with  the  view  of  giving  this  House  an  opportunity 
of  reconsidering  its  decision  regarding  tlie  rating 
clause.  For  that  very  reason  he  should  like  to 
see  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  with 
the  opinions  he  expressed,  appointed  one  of  the 
Managers ;  and  he  trusted  the  honorable  member 
would  not  object  to  be  appointed.  It  was  pos- 
sible the  matter  would  be  so  arranged  as  to  give 
an  opportunity  to  this  House  to  reconsider  its 
decision  with  regard  to  the  clauses  that  had  been 
struck  out.  He  was  perfectly  certain  that,  unless 
there  were  some  means  of  taxation  for  State  edu- 
cation, the  Bill  would  prove  a  dead-letter  in  the 
colony.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  revenue  would 
not  stand  the  cost  of  education,  and  some  other 
means  would  have  to  be  provided  for  supple- 
menting the  contributions  from  the  colonial  <mest. 
There  were  a  large  number  of  people  in  the  colony 
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wbo  were  now  paying,  either  in  the  shape  of 
school  fees  or  rates.  In  Nelson  they  paid  a  house 
rate,  and  also  a  capitation  rate.  In  Aackland 
and  other  parts  oi  the  colony  the  people  had 
contributed  towards  the  cost  of  education,  and 
they  would  not  object  to  do  so  now.  If  it  were 
once  understood  that  the  State  was  going  to  bear 
the  whole  expense  of  education,  it  would  be  a 
difficult  thing,  on  some  future  occasion,  to  get 
the  people  to  contribute  for  the  maintenance  of 
education. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN  did  not  see  why  the  House 
should  rescind  the  resolution  it  had  come  to  a 
few  days  ago  with  regard  to  this  question.  Some 
honorable  members  said  that  the  consolidated  re- 
yenue  would  not  be  able  to  bear  the  burden,  while 
others  said  that  it  would  be  a  kind  of  compulsion 
upon  the  people  to  send  their  children  to  school 
ifa  capitation  rate  were  imposed.  As  to  whether 
or  not  the  consolidated  revenue  would  be  able  to 
bear  the  expense,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  the 
best  authority  to  decide  that  question.  As  to  the 
taking  of  the  £30,000  from  the  revenue,  who  paid 
the  money  but  the  people  by  way  of  taxation  ? 
Did  not  the  people  already  contribute  to  the  con- 
solidated revenue  P  Then,  because  the  State  had 
not  already  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people 
this  £25,000  or  £30,000,  the  House  was  asked  to 
put  a  special  tax  on.  It  would  necessitate  two 
machineries  to  collect  the  tax,  which  meant,  at  the 
yery  least,  an  increased  expense  of  5  per  cent. 
He  saw  no  economy  in  tha^  but  he  did  see  un- 
mixed evil  in  it,  and  a  conflict  of  authority  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  schools.  If  the  people 
were  o&Ued  upon  to  pay  a  special  rate  you  must 
give  them  corresponding  power.  Again,  with 
regard  to  inducing  people  to  appreciate  educa- 
tion, as  contended  for  by  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Taieri:  This  was  a  compulsory  Educa- 
tion Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  empowered  a  police- 
man to  summon  the  parents  who  did  not  send 
their  children  to  school,  and,  that  being  so,  what 
was  the  necessity  for  imposing  a  tax  of  10s.  per 
head  on  the  chilaren  with  a  view  of  increasing  the 
inducement  to  parents  to  send  them  to  school? 
There  was  no  need  for  inducement,  because  the 
parents  were  compelled  to  send  their  children  to 
school.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would  not 
sire  way  on  that  point,  and  he  believed  that  it 
had  only  been  introduced  in  another  place  in 
order  to  compel  poor  people  to  pay  an  extra 
rate.  So  strongly  did  he  feel  upon  that  point 
that  he  would  almost  exhaust  all  the  powers  of 
the  House  in  order  to  maintain  the  decision  tt 
had  arrived  at.  He  trusted  that  no  member 
would  be  appointed  to  the  Conference  who  had 
declared  his  opinion  as  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri  hadf  done—i^  gentleman  who  seemed  to 
think  fhat  nothing  was  right  except  what  was 
done  in  Otago,  and  who  had  no  ideas  beyond 
what  he  thought  was  good  for  his  district,  the 
Taieri.  It  was  time  that  honorable  members 
rose  above  those  little  parochial  views,  and  con- 
sidered questions  of  this  kind  as  they  would 
aflfect  the  colony  as  a  whole.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  members  would  be  appointed  to  the  Con- 
ference who  would  see  that  justice  was  done  to 
t^e  people,  and  that,  as  their  children  were  to  be 
Mr.  Reynolds 


dragged  into  the  schools,  they  should  not  have 
any  more  taxation  imposed  upon  them. 

Mr.  HODGEINSON  said  that,  as  he  under- 
st-ood  it,  the  discussion  was  whether  education 
should  be  altogether  free  and  at  the  same  time 
compulsory,  or  whether  parents  of  children  should 
be  subjecteid  to  taxation  in  some  shape  at  the 
same  time  as  education  was  compulsory.  Al- 
though he  admitted  that  in  Otago  the  system  of 
charging  school  fees  had  worked  wdl,  still  it  must 
be  remembered  that  under  that  system  there  had 
been  no  compulsory  education.  He  agreed  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Ashley,  that  it  was  on 
that  point  the  question  hinged.  In  Otaeo  it  was 
voluntary  with  the  parents  whether  they  sent 
their  children  to  school  or  not,  and  those  who  did 
were  quite  ready  to  pay  the  fees  ;  but  in  this  Bill 
there  was  a  compulsory  clause,  and  therefore  it 
was  unreasonable  to  make  the  parente  pay  the 
fee  of  10s.  per  head  for  their  children.  With  re- 
eard  to  the  ar^piment  used  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri,  that  the  system  advocated  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  was  a  kind  of 
communism,  he  could -not  see  that  there  was  any 
communism  in  it.  This  was  a  law  for  the  well- 
being  of  society.  The  honorable  gentleman  con- 
tended that  the  State  might  as  well  clothe  the 
children  of  parents  who  could  not  afford  to  do  so 
as  give  them  education  for  nothing,  and  deduced 
from  that  statement  that  the  principle  adyooated 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  was  com- 
munism ;  but  that  was  done  in  every  country  in 
which  there  was  a  poor-law,  and  therefore  the 
argument  about  communism  was  altogether  be- 
side the  mark.  This  was  no  matter  of  theory. 
There  had  been  very  many  years*  experience  of  it. 
In  the  United  States  education  was  ooth  compul- 
sory and  free,  and  not  only  was  primary  education 
given,  but  the  very  best  education  —  so  good 
that  the  children  of  the  richest  persons  were  sent 
to  the  public  schools.  For  these  reasons  he  would 
support  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Ashley  in  maintaining 
the  clause,  and  providing  that  there  should  be  no 
tax  upon  parents  unless  education  was  optional. 

Mr.  EENNEDT  hoped  that  the  omission  of 
the  8th  clause  would  be  agreed  to.  If  the  House 
were  legislating  for  the  children  of  poor  parent*, 
unable  to  pay  school  fees,  the  argument  that 
it  should  bo  retained  would  be  good ;  but  if 
the  question  were  examined  it  would  be  found 
that  the  parents  of  90  per  cent,  of  the  children 
who  attended  the  public  schools  were  in  a  posi- 
tion to  pay  for  them — it  was  a  very  small  mi- 
nority of  the  parents  who  were  unable  to  pay. 
The  mere  fact  that  education  was  compulsory 
added  no  force  to  the  argument,  because  there 
was  ample  authority  with  the  School  Committees 
to  exempt  children  from  fees  whose  parents  could 
not  pay  them.  Another  reason  why  he  would 
like  to  see  this  clause  omitted  was,  that  under  it 
a  great  injustice  would  be  done  to  a  large  section 
of  the  community.  It  was  admitted  on  all  sides 
that  the  Catholic  community  of  the  colony  could 
not  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  members  of  that  denomination  numbered 
one-sixth  of  the  whole  population.  To  force 
upon  them  a  system  in  which  they  could  not 
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participate  was  a  gross  injustice,  and  it  was  all 
the  greater  when  it  was  proposed,  as  was  the  case 
in  this  Bill,  that  the  expense  of  education  should 
be  met  out  of  the  consolidated  reTenue,  to  which 
Catholics  contributed  just  the  same  as  other 
sections  .of  the  community.  He  was  aware  that 
it  was  out  of  place  to  go  into  general  arguments 
upon  the  Bill  at  that  stage,  but,  as  ho  Imd  been 
unaroidablj  absent  when  it  was  previously  dis- 
cussed, he  could  not  help  referring  to  one  or  two 
points.  There  were  a  large  number  of  members 
of  the  House  who  professed  themselves  desirous 
of  "doing  justice  to  the  Catholic  portion  of  the 
communitj  if  it  could  be  done  without  injury 
to  the  educational  establishments  of  the  country. 
Such  arguments  as  that  generally  came  from 
honorable  members  representing  those  parts  of 
the  country  where  aided  schools  did  not  exist. 
Did  they  come  from  Kelson,  Westland,  Hawke*s 
Bay,  or  any  other  place  where  such  schools 
were  established  ?  No.  On  the  contrary,  honor- 
able members  from  those  places  were  to  be 
found  supporting  a  system  wnich  would  provide 
for  the  continuance  of  aided  schools.  He  did  not 
see  why  the  Legislature  should  be  desirous  of 
giving  the  Government  a  monopoly  in  education 
any  more  than  in  other  branches  of  the  public 
service.  Was  it  that  the  Gk>vernment  were  niore 
economical  in  administration  than  private  indi- 
viduals? He  thought  not.  It  had  been  con- 
tended over  and  over  again  in  the  House  that 
the  railways  could  be  managed  much  more 
economically  by  private  individuals  than  by  the 
Government,  and  the  same  thing  could  be  said  of 
schools.  He  could  speak  with  some  experience 
upon  this  subject,  because  aided  schools  had  been 
successfully  established  for  twelve  vears  in  West- 
land,  and  for  twenty  years  in  Nelson.  Let  the 
House  consider  the  injustice  that  would  be  done 
under  the  Bill  to  those  particular  provinces.  The 
Catholic  community  of  Westland  had  gone  to 
very  large  expense  and  made  very  strenuous  ef- 
forts in  behalf  of  education.  They  had  provided 
very  good  schools  at  a  very  large  outlay,  and  were 
under  obligations  at  the  present  time  to  their 
educational  staff;  but  under  the  Bill  there  was 
no  provision  to  continue  those  schools  even  for 
the  current  year.  If  the  reports  of  the  in- 
spectors were  to  be  taken  as  a  lest  of  comparison 
between  the  systems  of-education  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  the  aided  schools,  it  would  be  found 
that  education  in  the  aided  schools  was  in  no 
way  second  to  that  in  the  pubhc  schools,  while  it 
was  much  more  economical.  Another  objection 
raised  to  the  aided  school  was  that  they  were 
the  means  of  keeping  up  sect  a  ianism  and  heart- 
burnings of  various  kinds;  but  such  opinions 
were  advanced  by  those  who  came  from  districts 
in  which  there  were  no  aided  schools,  and  where, 
consequently,  there  could  be  no  experience  of 
the  effect  of  the  system.  Such  things  could  not 
be  said  of  Nelson,  Westland,  and  other  places 
where  there  were  aided  -schools.  It  had  been 
said  that  denominationalism  had  been  tried,  and 
was  a  failure ;  but  could  there  be  a  single  in- 
stance pointed  ont  in  which  the  Government  had 
supported  denominational  schools  as  they  sup- 
ported secular  schools?    If  one  system  was  to 
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be  compared  with  the  other,  they  should  both  be 
compared  under  the  same  circumstances.  To 
say  that  denominational  schools  had  failed,  when 
they  had  been  left  almost  entirely  to  their  own 
resources,  and  that  public  schools  had  been  a 
success,  when  they  had  had  almost  unlimited 
resources,  was  not  a  fair  comparison.  He  was 
sorry  that  the  Hon.  the  Native  Minister  should 
have  advanced  the  opinion  that  nothing  but 
secular  schools  should  be  established  or  could 
be  a  success :  he  was  sorry,  because  it  might  be 
said  that  that  honorable  gentleman  was  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  community  of  which  he  (Mr. 
Kennedy)  was  an  unworthy  member. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  represented  the  Dis- 
trict of  Rodney  in  the  House,  and  no  other  sec- 
tion of  the  community.  The  people  of  Rodney 
were  the  only  people  he  knew  as  member  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  had  not  stated  that  the  honor- 
able member  said  he  represented  any  section 
of  the  community,  but  thought  he  was  right  in 
saying  that  the  honorable  gentleman's  opinion 
would  carry  considerable  weight  against  the  claims 
of  the  Catholic  portion  of  the  community,  because 
he  was  a  member  of  it.  In  that  respect  he  was 
sorry  the  honorable  gentleman  should  hold  such 
opinions  as  he  expressed.  No  one  could  point  to 
any  instance  in  this  colony,  in  the  Australian 
Colonies,  or  in  America,  where  the  Catholics  had 
an  opportunity  of  establishing  proper  schools  for 
themselves,  that  they  had  accepted  public  schools 
in  preference  to  their  own.  There  were  places 
where  the  Catholics,  through  inability  to  esta- 
blish schools  of  their  own,  were  obliged  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  public  and  mixed  schools,  and 
this  was  frequently  put  forth  as  an  argument  that 
they  preferred  the  public  schools  to  their  own ; 
but  it  could  not  be  shown  that  they  had  accepted 
the  public  schools  in  any  part  of  the  colony 
where  they  had  had  an  opportunity  of  establish- 
ing schools  of  their  own.  He  desired  to  see  this 
clause  omitted,  because  if  a  system  of  school  fees 
or  capitation  fees  were  adopted  the  community 
generally  would  stand  upon  a  more  equal  footing. 
To  say  that  £3  16s.  per  head  should  be  paid  upon 
all  childi^n  attending  public  schools,  and  tnat 
nothing  should  be  given  to  other  schools  which 
were  equally  well  conducted  as  regards  secular 
education,  was  a  manifest  injustice.  In  the 
town  in  which  he  lived  the  number  of  child- 
ren attending  the  State  schools  was  600,  and 
those  attending  the  Catholic  schools  200;  and 
why  should  the  200  children  be  deprived  of  all 
aid  while  the  600  received  as  much  as  they  re- 
quired, no  matter  how  extravagant  might  be  the 
management  of  those  schools  ?  He  desired  to  say 
that  out  of  the  200  children  10  per  cent,  were 
not  Catholics,  and  this  was  owing  simply  to  the 
reason  that  parents  were  frequently  dissatisfied 
with  public  schools,  no  matter  how  well  they 
were  conducted.  Parents  regarded  it  as  an  ad- 
vantage to  have  the  option  of  selecting  between 
different  schools.  This  separate  system  gave  to 
the  parents  of  children  attending  the  denomina- 
tional schools  the  option  of  sending  them  to 
public  schools,  and  the  parents  of  diildren  at- 
tending aided  Bchools  had  the  opportunity  of 
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sending  them  to  aided  schools  whenever  knj 
lource  of  dissatisfaction  arose.  A  great  cry  was 
made  about  providing  free  education  for  the 
children  of  tlie  poor,  but,  instead  of  this  Bill 
producing  (hat  result,  it  would  to  a  large  ex- 
tent provide  education  for  the  children  oi  thos^ 
who  were  well  able  to  pay  for  it.  Moreover 
the  very  worst  method  of  relieving  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  poor  was  to  do  it  by  direct  contribu- 
tions from  the  consolidated  revenue.  Take  the 
case  of  a  person  owning  property  of  the  rateable 
volue  of  £2,000  or  £3,000  a  year,  but  who  had  no 
family :  what  did  he  contribute  to  the  consoli- 
dated revenue  as  compared  with  a  person  with  a 
family  of  eight  or  ten  children  ?  What  he  paid 
was  tt  merc'fraction  in  comparison.  Therefore  to 
make  the  cost  of  education  a  charge  on  the  con- 
solidated revenue  was  a  manifest  injustice.  If 
they  were  to  have  a  system  of  .free  education,  to  be 
paid  for  in  any  other  way  except  by  capitation  or 
school  fees,  it  ought  io  be  by  direct  taxation,  and 
in  that  case  property  would  be  called  upon  to 
pay  it«  fair  snare,  instead  of  leaving  the  greater 
part  of  the  burdens  to  fall  upon  poor  people  with 
large  families.  He  felt  the  injustice  of  this 
measure  to  such  an  extent  that  he  desired  to 
record  his  protest  against  it  in  the  most  emphatic 
manner,  lie  would  therefore  move.  That  section 
8  bo  omitted  from  the  motion ;  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  the  excision  of  the  section  from  the  Bill. 
Ho  expressed  himself  strongly  upon  this  occasion 
because  he  had  not  previously  had  an  opportunity 
of  recording  his  objection  to  the  Bill,  ^om  first 
to  last  it  completely  ignored  the  feelings  of  a 
large  section  of  the  community,  who  had  protested 
acainst  it.  Tliey  had  petitioned  the  House,  but 
tneir  petitions  had  been  altogether  disregarded. 
It  was  well  known  to  honorable  members  that 
the  portion  of  the  community  to  which  he  referred 
was  altogether  opposed  to  the  Bill.  He  regarded 
the  Bill  as  a  most  ui^ust  measure,  and  he  there- 
fore moved  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  proposal  to  erase 
clause  8  opened  up  the  question  whether  there 
should  be  free  education  or  not.  If  they  were 
to  have  compulsory  education  it  was  necessary 
that  it  should  be  free;  but  he  did  not  agree 
with  those  who  thought  there  should  be  a  com- 
pulsory clause  in  the  Bill.  Free  education  did 
not  come  (is  a  bounty  from  the  sods,  and  if  such 
a  system  were  to  be  instituted  its  cost  would 
have  to  be  provided  from  some  source  or  another. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  finances  of  the  colony 
would  not  bear  the  increased  cost  which  the 
maintenance  of  this  system  would  entail,  not- 
withstanding the  absorption  of  the  Land  Fund. 
Therefore  the  people  would  have  to  be  taxed  to 
meet  the  expense  of  this  free  education,  erro- 
neously so  called.  To  aid  the  cost,  two  courses 
were  open  to  them.  There  might  be  either 
a  capitAtion  rate  or  school  fees.  He  was  in 
favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  latter  course.  If 
school  fees  were  imposed  and  a  moderate  amount 
of  assistance  given  the  State  would  be  reUeved 
from  the  whole  charge  of  maintaining  the  system. 
Were  the  free  system  adopted  many  people 
would  regard  the  schools  as  charity  schools,  and' 
would  refuse  to  send  their  children  to  them. 
Mr.  Ktnned^ 


Besides,  people,  as  a  rule,  did  not  attach  much 
importance  to  a  thing  for  which  they  did  not 
have  to  pay.  He  was  not  at  all  opposed  to  the 
amendment  made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
the  religious  clauses,  and  he  could  not  there- 
fore agree  to  the  proposal  that  the  amendments 
made  in  clause  83  should  be  disagreed  to.  It 
would  be  highly  improper  for  them  to  declare 
by  Statute  Ihat  the  future  people  of  this  colony 
should  be  brought  up  without  religious  traioing. 
It  was  one  thing  to  make  useful  citiz^is  by 
providing  secular  education;  but  to  exclude  all 
rcli^ous  training,  to  deprive  the  various  religioas 
bodies  of  all  opportunily  for  providing  religious 
education  for  the  children  attending  the  schools, 
would  tend  to  make  education  a  curse  rather 
than  a  blessing,  and  might  lead  to  the  creation  of 
a  class  of  educated  scoundrels,  who  would  be  far 
more  dangerous  to  society  than  the  uneducated 
class  could  possibly  be.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  not  disagree  with  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  clause  8^. 

Mr.  ROWE  could  not  help  expressing  his  rery 
great  surprise  at  the  remarks  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bruce.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man seemed  not  to  have  a  particle  of  faith  in  the 
ministers  or  the  Churches  of  the  colony.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  the  schoolmaster  was  to 
educate  the  children  morally,  religiously,  and  in 
every  other  respect.  He  had  met  with  school- 
masters in  his  time  who  cared  very  little  for  the 
moral  and  religious  teaching  of  the  children  jdaced 
in  their  care. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  misrepresenting  him.  If  they  desired,  the 
ministers  of  the  various  religious  bodies  oould 
have  the  opportunity  to  supply  reUgious  instruc- 
tion, as  provided  in  the  amendment  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  ROWE  said  he  had  much  more  faith  in 
the  ministers  of  the  colony  than  the  honorable 
gentleman  evidently  had,  but  he  held  that  reli- 
gion should  be  taught  in  its  proper  place.  He 
beUeved  the  ministers  would  discharge  the  duties 
properly  belonging  to  the  Churches  with  which 
they  were  connected,  and  would  see  that  the 
children  belonging  to  those  Cburohes  received 
proper  religious  instruction ;  but  he  did  not  be- 
lieve in  religious  instruction  being  given  in  State 
schools.  If  the  children  were  to  be  educated 
religiously,  the  instruction  should  be  given  out- 
side the  schools.  The  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  were  altogether  in  the  wrong 
direction.  He  tnisted  the  House  would  not  alter 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Bill  was  passed 
through  the  House.  He  trusted  they  would  have 
no  school  fees  and  no  capitation  fees.  He  had 
had  some  experience  in  this  respect  in  Auckland, 
and  he  hoped  the  colony  would  not  be  placed  in 
such  a  position.  If  the  House  was  going  to  pro- 
vide education  it  must  be  free  and  secul^.  They 
must  not  throw  the  cost  of  education  upon  the 
people  with  large  families,  those  least  able  to  bear 
it.  If  there  Imd  been  pleasure  in  the  present 
session, — and  there  had  not  been  much, — ^it  was  in 
connection  with  passing  this  Bill,  and  he  sincerely 
trusted  that  the  House  would  adhere  to  the  deci- 
sion it  bad  come  to  on  a  previous  occasion. 
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Mr.  STEYENS  looked  upon  the  matter  from 
the  same  point  of  view  as  the  honorable  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Asiuej,  and  said  the  money  could  easily  be 
found  and  must  be  found. 

Mr.  EBES  concurred,  and  said  that,  if  the 
Consolidated  Fund  could  not  bear  the  charge  for 
education,  it  must  be  increased  till  it  could.  The 
tTsfem  of  fees  and  capitation  had  been  tried  in 
Auckland,  and,  as  everybody  knew,  had  proved  to 
be  a  thorough  curse.  Indeed,  in  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Auckland  a  resolution  was  only  Jost  by 
one  vote  which,  if  carried,  would  have  imposed 
an  income  and  property  tax  in  that  province  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  education  ;  and,  if  it 
became  necessary,  even  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
higher  education,  which  he  believed  it  wovud,  to 
impose  an  income  and  property  tax,  it  must  be 
done.  Such  a  tax  would  be  a  nominal  tax  upon 
large  incomes  so  far  as  the  people  who  had  to  pay 
it  were  concerned,  while  it  would  increase  the 
revenue  to  an  enormous  extent.  He  was  pleased 
to  say  that  they  had  made  one  step  forward  this 
session,  and  he  hoped  very  shortly  they  would 
make  the  other  step.  The  tax  must  come,  and 
the  sooner  it  came  the  better.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  aivuments  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  and  the  honorable  member  for  Ashley. 
Who  paid  the  cost  of  education  now?  Was  it 
not  better  that  the  general  public  should  pay  a 
shilling  or  two  more  than  that  there  should  be 
hardships  inflicted  on  individuals  in  tlie  poorer 
classes  ?  As  to  the  cumulative  voting  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Council,  he  had  no  objection 
to  that,  because  he  believed  it  was  intended  for 
the  representation  of  minorities.  As  to  the  re- 
ligious question,  he  hoped  the  provision  inserted 
by  the  Council  would  not  be  agreed  to.  He  did 
not  see,  although  he  had  great  reverence  for 
things  of  that  sort,  why  the  Bible  should  be  read 
or  the  Lord's  Prayer  uttered  at  the  opening  of 
the  schools  any  more  than  that  there  should  be  a 
similar  course  of  procedure  every  morning  before 
work  was  commenced  at  the  Q-ovemment  build- 
ings. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— What  about  the  House? 

Mr.  R££S  said  that  was  a  different  thing. 
There  was  no  analogy  between  the  two  cases. 
It  would  be  very  absurd  to  open  the  railway 
stations  with  prayer  every  morning,  though  it 
might  be  very  proper  to  open  the  deliberations 
of  the  House  with  prayer,  as  expressing  a  desire 
that  a  Superior  Power  might  guide  the  counsels 
of  the  country.  That  was  a  very  different  thing 
from  prayers  before  the  ordinary  administrative 
work  of  the  country  commenced.  He  did  not 
think  the  arguments  and  principles  contained 
in  Macaiday's  essay  on  "  Gladstone  on  Church 
and  State  "  had  ever  been  successfully  combated. 
The  principles  laid  down  in  that  essay  were  good, 
and  true,  and  just,  and  the  less  the  Stato  inter- 
fered vrith  nuitters  of  faith  and  religion  the  better 
it  would  be  for  all.  It  was  coming  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  metaphysicians  and  the  deepest 
thinkers  of  the  present  day  that  the  large  amount 
of  unbelief,  rationalism,  and  materiiuism  now 
rife  was  due  to  the  attempt  of  the  past  generation 
or  two  to  forte  religion  upon  the  minds  of  the 


people,  especially  the  young.  It  was  simply  the 
reaction  from  the  attempt  to  draw  hard-and-fast 
lines  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  the  endeavour 
to  force  all  to  conform  to  them.  He  believed  it 
was  far  better  that  the  State  should  confine  itself 
to  the  duties  of  the  Stat«,  which  did  not  include 
the  teaching  a  man  religion.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  adhere  to  the  position  it  had  taken 
up. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  it  was  very  seldom  that 
more  than  one  important  measure  resulted  from 
a  session  of  Parliament,  and  to  his  mind  the 
Education  Act  must  be  regarded  as  the  Act  of 
this  session  ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  the  fighting  and 
quarrelling  and  party  feeling;  ho  must  say  that  to 
the  late  Government  was  due  the  greatest  credit 
for  having  brought  in  such  an  Act.  Indeed,  so 
important  was  the  measure  in  his  eyes  that  he 
wpuld  at  once  transfer  his  allegiance  from  the 
present  Government  if  they  were  to  abandon  the 
Bill  or  fail  to  endeavour  to  do  their  utmost  to  pass 
it.  It  was  the  Bill  of  the  session,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  Government  in  power  would  do  their  best 
to  carry  it  out  in  its  integrity.  Something  had 
been  said  by  the  member  for  Bruce  about  opening 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  with  prayer  being 
a  reason  why  the  schools  should  be  opened  in 
the  same  manner.  He  could  only  say  that,  if 
prayers  in  the  schools  were  to  have  no  better 
efiect  than  they  had  upon  the  House,  they  might 
just  as  well  be  without  them  as  with  them.  He 
had  often  thought,  when  he  saw  such  discredit- 
able scenes  as  were  often  enacted  in  the  House, 
that  then  was  the  time  Mr.  Speaker  might  veiy 
well  be  asked  to  repeat  a  prayer  to  prevent  men 
encouraging  angry  passions.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Council  in  Auckland, 
where  they  used  the  same  prayer,  and  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Auck- 
land, where  they  used  no  prayers  at  all,  and  he 
was  certain  of  this:  that  he  had  never  beheld 
in  either  of  those  places  such  scenes  as  he  had 
witnessed  in  that  House — for  instance,  such  pro- 
ceedings as  those  of  last  night.  He  was  not  going 
to  say  that  the  prayers  did  any  harm,  but  he 
must  say  that  he  did  not  think  they  did  very 
much  good  so  far  as  the  conduct  of  members  in 
the  House  was  concerned.  They  had  no  tendency 
whatever  to  throw  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters. 
The  great  argument  against  using  the  prayer  was 
that  the  people  of  various  sects  would  not  send 
their  children  to  the  schools  if  the  prayer  was 
used.  Why  should  people  be  prevented  from 
sending  their  children  to  the  schools  of  the  State, 
when  all  had  to  pay  ?  He  had  preiented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  Hebrew  people  against  the  prayer. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— It  is  a  Jewish  prayer. 

Mr.  SWANSON  did  not  know  whether  it  waa 
or  not.  All  he  knew  was  that  the  Jews  objected 
to  send  their  children  to  hear  it.  Petitions  to 
the  same  effect  had  been  presented  from  other 
denominations.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
Government  would  adhere  to  the  Bill  as  it  left 
the  House :  it  would  be  an  eternal  disgrace  to 
them  if  they  permitted  it  to  be  dropped.  Whe- 
ther it  failed  or  succeeded,  the  Gbvernment  lately 
in  office  deserved  every  credit  for  bringing  it  in, 
and,  though  he  was  greatly  opposed  to  capitatioa 
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feei,  he  would  eren  gire  up  that  point  ratber 
than  lose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FISHER  trusted  that  the  old  8th  clause 
would  be  reinserted  in  the  Bill ;  and  he  would 
saj  this  with  regard  to  the  religious  clause  :  If 
we  were  to  hare  a  national  scheme  of  education 
let  us  hare  it,  but  if  we  were  to  have  a  denomina- 
tional mtem  let  the  Bill  be  thrown  out  at  once. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  urged  the  House  to  come 
to  the  Tote,  because,  if  the  other  House  insisted 
on  retaining  the  capitation  clause,  the  whole  dis- 
oupsion  must  come  on  again. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  'section  8' 
■tand  part  of  the  resolution ;"  upon  which  a 
dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult : — 

Ayes         46 

Noes         15 


Majoritj  for 


81 


AtS8. 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Brjce, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Slieehan, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Fox, 

Mr.  Svranson, 

Mr.  Qisbome, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Sir  Or.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tflkamoana, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Hiplop, 
Mr.  HodgkinsoD, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Travers, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Murray. 

No 

BS. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Captain  Russelli 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Teschemaker. 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

TelUrs. 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Kennedy. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  words  ordered  to  stand  part  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved,  That  the  word  "eighty- 
three  "  be  struck  out  of  the  resolution. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BARFF  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  no  fur- 
ther proceeded  with.  He  did  so  in  order  that  he 
might  have  one  more  chance  of  expressing  by 
his  vote  his  disapprobation  of  the  measure  which 
was  being  forced  upon  the  country.  The  people 
of  Westland  were  being  robbed  of  their  educa- 
Afr.  Swamon 


tional  system  by  the  Bill,  and  he  thought  there* 
fore  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  measure  drop. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  hoped  t!ie  measure  would  not 
be  allowed  to  drop.  He  did  not  suppose  there 
was  any  measure  before  the  Hou»e  whicli  had 
been  so  favourably  receired  by  both  sides  as  this 
Education  Bill.  He  had  taken  a  great  intereat 
in  it,  because  he  believed  that  it  was  the  beat 
measure  which  could  be  passed.  For  his  own  . 
part,  he  utterly  tlenied  that  because  he  happened 
to  be  a  Catholic  he  was  bound  to  support  the 
views  of  that  body.  He  liad  been  denounced  in 
a  certain  publication,  and  it  had  been  laid  down 
as  law  to  the  Catholic  body  that,  whatever  other 
good  points  the  Government  might  possess,  they 
were  not  competent  to  deal  with  the  education 
question.  He  went  to  the  House  to  represent  his 
constituents  and  the  colony  at  large,  and  not  any 
partictdar  body.  He  said,  further,  that  the  time 
would  come — within  ten  years,  perhaps — when 
the  Catholic  people  of  this  colony  would  admit, 
that  the  secular  system  was  the  best  they  could 
have.  He  was  quite  content  to  be  abused  and 
denounced,  and  he  could  only  say  that  thej 
would  have  to  get  up  very  early  in  the  morning 
who  wished  to  keep  him  out  of  the  House  on 
account  of  his  action  in  regard  to  education.  He 
would  never,  while  he  was  in  the  House,  hide  his 
opinion,  silence  his  conscience,  or  sacrifice  his 
convictions  merely  becauM  he  ran  the  risk  of 
being  kept  out  of  the  House  by  the  vote  of  the 
Catholic  party.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  raise 
such  a  question  in  the  House  at  all.  The  time 
would  come  when  it  would  be  seen  that  a  purely 
secular  Bill  would  be  the  best  solution  of  the 
difficulty  which  the  Catholic  people  could  have, 
and  that  when  they  opposed  such  a  measure  thej 
acted  contrary  to  their  own  true  interests. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  had  no  desire  to  see  the  Bill 
laid  aside  merely  on  the  ground  of  not  obtaining 
all  he  required.  That  portion  of  the  community 
on  whose  behalf  he  had  spoken  comprised  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  fully 
one-sixth,  or  50,000  of  the  entire  population, 
and  whose  opinions  differed  altogether  from  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  Native  Minister.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  that  within  ten  years' 
time  the  Catholic  community  would  come  to  the 
belief  which  he  now  entertained,  that  the  secular 
system  was  the  best  they  could  possibly  have  for 
themselves.  No  doubt  that  was  the  opinion  en- 
tertained by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  perhaps 
it  was  because  he  had  a  desire  to  raise  himself  m 
the  public  estimation.  He  thought  the  honorable 
gentJeman  could  not  set  up  his  individual  opinion 
against  the  entire  convictions  of  the  members  of 
that  particular  Church.  It  was,  of  course,  quite 
fair  that  other  denominations  should  hold  the 
opinion  that  the  secular  system  was  the  best  that 
could  be  adopted  ;  but  Catholics  never'could  join 
with  them.  He  might  ask,  was  there  any  Presby- 
terian in  this  Hoiise  who  did  not  consider  that 
the  Catholics  might  be  improved  if  they  were  to 
attend  a  Presbyterian  church ;  and  was  there 
any  Protestant  in  the  House  who[^did  not  con- 
sider the  same  thing  F  He  would  say  with  equal 
truth  that  memoers  of  other  denominations  would 
be  improved  by  attending  a  Catholic  church. 
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The  same  opmiont  were  entertained  in  regard  to 
eduoation — each  member  advocated  that  ejstem 
of  education  which  the  community  to  whicli 
he  belonged  desired,  and  which  thej  beliered 
in,  whether  they  were  Protestants,  Presbyterians, 
Catholics,  or  even  Free-thinkers.  Each  of  those 
denominations  held  its  own  views  regarding  edu- 
eation,  and  therefore  the  Catholics  were  not  to  be 
blamed  if  they  desired  to  have  their  own  system 
of  education  carried  on  in  their  schools.  It  was 
true  that  other  religious  denominations  had  broad 
principles  upon  which  they  could  agree,  so  that 
It  was  possible  for  them  to  aoquiesoe  in  a 
mixed  system  of  education,  but  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  the  Catholics  to  join  with  them 
in  such  a  system  of  eduoation.  He  was  equally 
confident  with  the  Katire  Minister  that  the 
Catholics  would  in  ten  or  twelve  years  still 
hold  to  their  opinions  on  this  subject.  Of  that 
they  had  already  ample  proof.  This  system  had 
been  tried  for  more  than  ten,  or  twenty,  or  fifty 
years  in  other  countries,  and  yet  the  Catholics 
•till  maintained  their  own  opinions,  and  had 
made  large  sacrifices  to  give  effect  to  their  con- 
Tictions.  He  hoped  the  amendment  to  omit  sec- 
^n  88  from  the  motion  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  ACTINa-SPEAEER  said  that  amend- 
ment had  already  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  thought  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  for  Hokitika  had  moved  an  amendment  that 
the  Bill  should  not  be  further  proceeded  with. 

The  ACTING-SPEAKBB  said  such  an  amend- 
ment was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BABFF  said  his  amendment  was  that  the 
Bill  be  no  further  proceeded  with. 

The  ACTINaSPEAEEB  said  the  House  had 
affirmed  the  motion  that  the  amendments  be 
agreed  to  with  the  exception  of  the  amendments 
made  in  sections  8,  63,  and  83.  In  order  to  give 
effect  to  his  amendment,  the  honorable  member 
should  vote  with  the  "  noes." 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  moved.  That  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Sheehan,  Mr.  Bowen,  and  Mr.  Beid  be  appointed 
Managers  to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeing  with 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  M ACFARLANE  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  name  of  Mr.  Beid  be  omitted,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Montgomery  substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  hoped  the  House  would  ob- 
ject to  the  amendment.  This  would  be  a  test 
question  as  to  whether  the  whole  cost  of  edu- 
cation in  the  colony  should  fall  upon  the  con- 
solidated revenue.  If  this  motion  were  rejected 
it  would  settle  the  question  whether  it  was  the 
desire  that  the  whole  expense  of  eduoation  should 
oome  out  of  the  colonial  chest. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  that  they  had  already 
decided  that  question  by  disagreeing  with  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council. 
The  only  question  now  was  the  appointment  of 
Managers.  They  did  not  appoint  Managers  ex- 
cept on  the  understanding  that  they  would  repre- 
sent the  views  of  the  House  at  the  Conference. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  was  sure  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Taieri  would  not  undertake 
the  duties  without  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the 
House.    Therefore  the  substitution  of  the  name 


of  any  other  person  would  be  wrong,  and  it  would 
be  treating  that  honorable  member  with  a  dis- 
respect which  should  not  be  put  upon  him. 

Mr.  MAC  FAB  LANE  said  his  only  reason  for 
moving  the  substitution  of  Mr.  Montgomery's 
name  was  on  account  of  the  decidedly  strong 
opinions  expressed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri  in  favour  of  the  rating  clauses  and 
capitation-tax. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  had  expressed  a  desire  that  his 
name  should  not  be  pot  upon  the  Conference. 
It  would  be  well  to  nominate  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa,  and  in  doing  so  they  would  be 
showing  no  disrespect  to  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Taieri. 

Mr.  SHEEfiLAN  said,  if  the  convictions  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  were  so  strong 
that  he  could  not  represent  the  majority  of  thia 
House  at  the  Conference,  he  should  withdraw. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri  had  asked  to  have  his  name  with* 
drawn. 

Amendment  agreed  t«. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  that,  if  he  understood 
that  the  Managers  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  eon* 
sider  the  reinsertion  of  the  rating  clauses,  he 
was  prepared  to  vote  against  the  Bill  altogether. 
He  was  satisfied  that  our  finances  were  not  suf- 
ficient to  bear  the  whole  cost  of  education,  and 
that  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  the  whole  Bill 
until  next  session.  No  barm  would  be  done  by 
adopting  such  a  course,  as  all  the  provinces  had  a 
svstem  of  education  at  the  present  time,  and  all 
that  would  be  required  would  be  to  pass  a  short 
Bill  with  reference  to  the  election  of  School  Com- 
mittees. He  would  do  all  he  possibly  could  to 
throw  out  the  Bill  if  the  rating  clauses  were  not 
reinstated. 

Motion  as  amended  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Clam  I. 

Executive  Department,  £32,584,  agreed  to. 

Stamp  Department,  £4,375,  agreed  to. 

Printing  Department,  £12,527  lOs. 

Mr.  OBMOND  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  take  any  steps  to  distribute  the 
printing  over  the  colony.  The  late  Government 
contemplated  doing  so,  and  proposed  to  caU  for 
tenders  for  printing  in  different  places,  as  they 
saw  that  the  Printing  Department  was  growing 
to  a  gigantic  size,  and  that  it  was  doing^work 
which  could  be  done  better  and  more  olieaply 
in  other  parte  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  STOUT  thought  there  were  a  great  many 
things  got  from  Home  that  could  be  got  cheaper 
in  the  colony.    He  might  instance  railway  tickets. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  said  the  Minister  for 
Publio  Works  had  countermanded  a  large  order 
which  had  been  sent  Home  for  railway  tickets, 
as  they  could  be  procured  as  cheaply  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said  the  railway  tickets 
were  printed  in  the  colony,  and  he  hoped  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  Ixad   not  counter- 
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manded  tbe  order  for  the  raw  material,  as  that 
could  not  be  procured  nearly  as  cheaply  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  McLEAN  might  say  that  it  had  been  in 
contemplation  for  a  long  time  to  cease  getting 
many  forms  from  Home,  such  as  telegraph  forms ; 
but  it  was  found  that  they  could  be  obtained  so 
Tery  much  cheaper  at  Home  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  get  them  from  Home,  but  the  importing 
of  other  forms  was  stopped. 

Mr.  STOUT  knew  that  one  firm  in  Dunedin 
had  at  great  expense  imported  special  machinery 
for  printing  railway  tickets,  and  had  printed  the 
Otago  tickets  for  some  time.  It  would  bo  a 
mistake  tq  send  Home  orders  for  these  tickets 
when  there  was  such  suitable  machinery  in  the 
colony  to  print  them. 

Sir  G-.  GBEY  said  that  orders  had  been  sent 
Home  by  the  late  Goremmentfor  several  millions 
of  railway  tickets ;  but  the  present  Goremment 
bad  countermanded  the  order,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  two  millions  of  tickets,  which  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  get  to  prevent  inoon- 
Tenience. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  might  say  that  not  only 
had  railway  tickets  been  printed  in  Dunedin,  but 
some  time  before  Dunedin  thought  of  it  they  were 
printed  in  Christchuroh.  As  far  as  he  was  aware, 
not  a  single  printed  ticket  had  been  ordered  from 
England.  The  blank  tickets  wei^  procured  from 
Home,  and  were  now  printed  at  the  Govemmeiit 
Printing  Office. 

Mr.  MAO  ANDREW  said  the  firm  in  Dunedin 
had  certainly  imported  special  machinery  for 
printing  railway  tickets,  but  the  late  Ctoremment 
bought  the  machinery,  laid  it  up  in  clorer,  and 
still  sent  Home  for  tickets. 

Mr.  REID  explained  that  the  tickets  ordered 
from  Home  were  not  printed,  and  the  machinery 
which  was  bought  by  the  late  6k)Temment  was 
used  for  printing  them.  If  the  blank  tickets 
could  be  procured  as  cheaply,  or  nearly  as  cheaply, 
in  the  colony  as  in  England,  he  would  say.  Get 
them  here ;  but,  as  far  as  he  knew,  they  would 
be  much  dearer.  A  mistake  had  been  made  by 
the  Gbrernment  in  countermanding  the  order  for 
the  blank  tickets,  unless  they  had  informed  them- 
selyes  of  the  price  at  which  the  material  on  which 
the  tickets  were  to  be  printed  could  bo  obtained 
in  the  colony. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  like  to  know  why,  if  it 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  late  Gt>Temment 
to  haye  the  work  done  in  the  colony,  there  was 
no  provision  made  for  it  in  the  Estimates. 

M|L  REES  said,  if  the  tickets  could  be  pro- 
duced in  the  colony  as  cheaply  as  they  could  be 
imported,  it  was  evidently  the  duty  of  the  late 
Government  to  have  got  the  tickets  here,  and  it 
was  gross  negliednce  not  to  have  done  so. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  thought  it  strange  that  a 
sum  of  £i,000  should  bo  put  down  for  type  and 
machinery  this  year,  when  only  £30  was  expended 
out  of  £250  placed  on  the  Estimates  for  a  similar 
purpose  last  year.  Unless  the  Government  could 
give  an  assurance  that  the  type  and  machinery 
were  absolutely  required,  he  should  feel  inclined 
to  move  that  tbe  item  bo  struck  out. 

Mr.  SHEEHA^'  couM  not  give  the  honorable 
Mr.  Michardwn 


gentleman  that  assurance ;  but  if  the  GK>vemmeni 
could  possibly  reduce  the  vote  they  would  do  bo. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  that  when  he  cidled  atten- 
tion to  the  tickets  he  merely  intimated  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Estimmtea 
what  the  intention  of  the  late  Government  wbs 
in  regard  to  that  matter,  and  asked  whether  hia 
Government  proposed  to  eo  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. He  might  also  explain,  in  regard  to  tbe 
£1,000  for  tyi>e  and  machinery,  that  the  monej 
was  required  to  pay  for  type  ordered,  some  A 
which  was  on  its  way  out.  With  regard  to  the 
tickets,  he  thought  the  House  understood  that 
part  of  the  question;  and,  if  the  Government  had 
countermanaed  the  order  for  tickets,  it  would 
cause  great  inconvenience  to  the  public  service. 
The  late  Government  had  merely  ordered  the 
blank  tickets,  and  intended  to  follow  out  the 
practice  of  printing  them  here.  The  Minister 
for  Lands  was  very  much  misinformed  as  to  the 
comparative  cost  at  which  the  blank  tickets  could 
be  purchased  at  Home  and  in  the  colony.  At 
Home  they  could  be  bought  at  something  like 
100  per  cent,  under  what  they  could  be  got  for 
in  the  colony. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Clive  had  remarked  that  the  House  under- 
stood the  part  of  the  question  relating  to  the 
tickets,  but  he  for  one  did  not.  If  the  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  give  up  importing  material 
that  could  not  be  produced  in  the  colony,  the 
middle  man  would  come  in,  and  would  derive  a 
large  advantage  which  the  Gt>vernment  might 
keep  to  themselves. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  held  quite  a  different  view. 
Everybody  knew  that  private  individuals  could 
supply  material  much  cheaper  than  the  Govern- 
ment. As  to  the  tickets,  when  the  honoraUe 
member  for  Clive  said  they  oould  not  produce 
the  tickets  in  the  colony,  he  simply  showed  that 
he  knew  nothing  about  the  matter.  They  could 
be  produced  much  cheaper  in  the  colony  than 
they  could  be  imported. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  attributed  to  him  something  he  had  never 
stated.  It  was  not  the  printing  of  the  tickets 
he  spoke  of,  but  the  importation  of  the  blank 
tickets.  The  line  the  late  Government-  took  in 
regard  to  the  importation  of  material  was  that, 
where  the  cost  of  production  in  the  colony  was 
only  10  or  15  per  cent,  above  the  cost  of  the  im- 
ported article,  they  gave  the  colonial  material 
the  preference ;  but  where  the  difierence  was  100 
per  cent.,  as  in  this  case,  they  took  the  imported 
article. 

Item,  £12,527  10s.,  agreed  to. 

Geological  and  Meteorological  Departsnent, 
£3,450. 

Mr.  MURRAY  pointed  out  that  this  depart- 
ment really  cost  more  than  appeared  on  the  Esti- 
mates, inasmuch  as  £866  ISs.  4d.  was  paid  under 
special  appropriation,  making  the  cost  of  the 
department  £4,816  18s.  4d.  This  was  a  vote  in 
which  the  Gt>vemmeut  might  make  a  substantial 
reduction :  in  fact,  it  would  be  far  more  economi- 
cal to  combine  the  department  with  the  General 
Survey  Department  of  the  colony,  for  it  was 
more  ornamental  than  useful. 
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Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN  also  tbouglit  the  Gorern- 
ment  migUt  make  a  Urge  saring  on  the  vote.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  a  luxury.  The  chief  of  the 
department  not  only  had  a  fine  house  and  £800  a 
year,  but  he  liad  been  altogether  absent  from  the 
colony  during  the  last  twelye  months. 

Mr.  STOUr  obserred  that  it  was  proposed  to 
increase  the  TOte  by  £300  over  the  sum  Toted  last 
year.  The  Museums  of  Dunedin  and  Christ- 
church  were  managed  at  about  half  the  cost,  so 
that  this  item  might  well  be  reduced. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  in  correction  of  the  re- 
mark of  the  honorable  member  for  Ashley,  said 
the  Director  of  the  Geological  Department  paid 
a  considerable  rent  to  the  Ooverument  for  the 
house  in  which  he  lived. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  the  comparison  with  the 
Christchuroh  and  Wellington  Museums  did  not 
hold  good,  because  the  officials  of  the  Wellington 
Museum  had  to  do  a  large  amount  of  field  work. 
The  Assistant  Geologist  had  been  on  the  West 
Coast  nearly  all  last  year,  and  the  work  done  by 
the  department  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
colony. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  obserred  an  item  of  £600  for 
meterological  stations.  These,  he  thought,  should 
be  combined  with  the  Weather  Department.  The 
two  systems  really  in  some  measure  conflicted. 

Mr.  McLE  AN  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  many 
honorable  members  misunderstood  this  vote  alto- 
gether. This  sum  was  not  for  a  museum,  but  for 
geological  work.  As  to  combining  the  meteoro- 
logical stations  with  the  Weather  Department, 
he  would  point  out  that  there  was  a  yery  intelli- 

fent  gentleman  connected  with  the  Meteorological 
)epartment  who,  with  a  little  assistance,  might 
do  all  the  weather  reporting.  If  they  paid  £100 
or  £150  for  an  assistant  to  that  eentleman,  they 
might  abolish  the  Weather  Reporting  Department 
altogether,  and  do  the  work  Tcry  satisfactorily. 
He  seriously  recommended  that  to  the  attention 
of  tlie  GoTemment. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  was  quite  possible 
to  amalgamate  the  departments,  but  he  took  a 
difierent  yiew  as  to  which  officer  should  conduct 
the  whole  of  the  work.  Ever  since  this  matter 
had  been  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  he 
had  been  receivinff  communications  from  all  parts 
of  the  colony,  urging  upon  him  that  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  if  it  were  abolished,  and  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  value  of  the  services  of  the  gentleman 
who  conducted  the  department.  The  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  had  never  sufficiently 
appreciated  the  department.  He  (Mr.  Reynolds) 
would  suggest  that  the  Commissioner  of  Customs 
should  get  a  circular  sent  round  to  the  various 
harbourmasters  in  the  colony,  asking  their  opin- 
ion as  to  the  value  of  the  work  done,  and  lay  the 
results  of  such  inquiries  before  the  House  next 
session. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  had  always  looked  upon  the 
matter  in  this  light:  If  the  weather  indicators 
at  different  porta  of  the  colony  were  posted  up 
on  the  shipping  boards  at  the  various  telegraph 
offices,  the  masters  of  the  coasting  vessels  coiud 
Judge  as  to  what  the  weather  would  be  quite  as 
well  as  any  officer  of  the  Government  could. 
Mr.  GISBORNE- said  the  sysUm  of  forecast- 


ing was  one  which  had  been  tried  in  America  and 
other  countries  with  great  success.  It  was  found 
to  be  a  very  valuable  system,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  carried  out  here ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  thought  the  department  should  be  reorgan- 
ized. 

Mr.  BURNS  said,  if  the  Government  would 
carefully  look  at  the  report  of  the  Weather  Re- 
porting Committee  ana  compare  it  with  the 
.evidenc>e  taken  by  that  Committee,  they  would 
find  that  there  was  a  spreat  conflict  between  the 
two.  They  would  find  Uiat  the  balance  of  evidence 
was  against  the  department.  As  now  worked,  it 
was  of  no  use  whatever,  and  they  were  paying  too 
dear  for  their  whistle. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that  this  department 
had  been  found  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  seamen, 
and,  in  fact-,  the  warnings  that  bad  been  issued 
had  been  the  means  of  saving  life  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  owing  to  the  fact  that  vessels  were 
forewarned  of  the  approaching  storms,  and  had 
had  time  to  get  out  of  danger. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  very  injudicious  to  do  away  with  this 
department.  He  held  that  the  money  spent  in 
maintaining  the  department  was  well  spent. 

Mr.  MURRAY-AYNSLEY  thought  that  the 
department  would  be  of  greater  use  if  more 
money  were  spent  on  it. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  did  not  think  that  the  warn- 
ings given  by  the  department  had  been  of  any 
practical  value  to  the  shipping  of  the  various 
ports.  He  thought  that  the  department  was 
altogether  unnecessary,  and  that  in  the  present 
financial  position  of  the  colony  the  vote  should 
not  be  allowed. 

Item,  £3,450,  agreed  to. 

Electoral  Department,  £5,055,  agreed  to. 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £12,344  15s,,  agreed 
to. 

Inspection  of  Machinery,  £2,100,  agreed  to. 

Lunatic  Asylums,  £31,001  ITs. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  point  out  that  not  only  was 
there  an  increase  in  this  item,  but  the  money  was 
unduly  distributed.  For  example,  he  saw  by  the 
report  of  the  Inspector  that  tnere  were  in  the 
Christchurch  Asjrlum  191  patients,  and  in  that  at 
Dunedin  235  patients,  or  44  more  than  in  Christ- 
church  ;  but  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  Christ- 
church  Asylum  was  £8,201,  while  that  of  the 
Dunedin  institution  amounted  to  £6,390.  He 
could  not  understand  why  there  should  be  such  an 
immense  difference  in  the  cost  of  managing  the 
two  asylums.  If  there  were  to  be  any  additional 
charge,  it  ought  to  be  in  respect  to  the  Dunedin 
institution,  where  the  buildings  were  miserable  as 
compared  to  those  at  Christchurch. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  explained  that  there  must  neces- 
sarily be  some  inequalities  in  this  department, 
because  the  Government  had  taken  "over  the 
asylums  from  the  provinces,  and  it  was  not  pos- 
sible immediately  to  bring  them  all  to  the  same 
level.  The  fact  of  there  being  two  buildings  at 
Christchurch  woidd  cause  a  greater  expense  there 
than  at  Dunedin,  where  all  the  patients  were 
crowded  into  one  building.  No  doubt,  if  what 
was  proposed  were  carried  out — namely,  to  draft 
off  tome  of  the  convalescent  patients  to  Blueskin 
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Bay — it  would  necessitate  increased  expenditure. 
The  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asjlums  was  buaj 
endearouring  to  establish  a  system  throughout 
the  colony  by  which  a  comparatively  uniform  rate 
of  salary  would  be  paid  to  the  Tarious  officials.      * 

Mr.  STOUT  might  point  out  that  there  were 
only  eleyen  attendants  at  Christchurch,  who  cost 
£1,405,  whereas  in  Dunedin  there  were  twelve 
attendants,  costing  only  £1,180.  Then,  again, 
for  rations,  fuel,  and  light,  at  Christchurch, 
£3,250  had  to  be  paid,  whereas  at  Dunedin  the 
amount  was  only  £2,800.  The  amount  for  bed- 
ding and  dothmg  at  Dunedin  was  o^  £480, 
and  at  Christchurch  it  was  £1,000.  He  could 
not  understand  those  discrepancies. 

Mr.  60WEN  said,  with  regard  to  the  last 
item  mentioned,  new  bedding  was  required  at 
Christchurch  for  the  new  buuding.  Generally, 
he  might  say,  in  regard  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum 
estimates,  and  the  Gaol  estimates,  that  they  must 
be  looked  upon  as  to  a  certain  extent  approxi- 
mate. He  presumed  the  Qdremment  would,  on 
the  report  of  their  officers,  endeavour  to  bring 
the  management  of  the  various  asylums  into 
something  more  like  uniformity. 

Mr.  8W ANSON,  referring  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  said  he 
would  like  to  know  something  about  the  per- 
centage of  patients  cured  in  the  Christchurch  and 
Dunedin  Asylums.  If  the  percentage  of  cures 
was  in  favour  of  the  Christchurch  Asylum,  the 
increased  expense  would  be  fully  justified. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  percentage  of  recoveries 
was  higher  in  Dunedin  than  in  Christchurch.  In 
Donedm  the  percentage  was  65,  and  in  Christ- 
church 68. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  said  that;  under  the  existing 
law  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of 
local  inspectors,  but  they  had  all  been  done  away 
with,  and  one  General  Inspector  appointed  in 
their  stead.  He  did  not  thiuK  that  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  in  determining  upon  the 
appointment  of  an  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 
The  intention  was  that  the  Inspector- General 
should  see  that  the  local  inspectors  did  their 
duty  properly.  He  also  observed  that  the  pay  of 
the  attendants  at  the  Hokitika  Lunatic  Asylum 
had  been  reduced.  That  asylum  was  one  of  the 
best-conducted  institutions  in  the  colony,  and  the 
efiTect  of  these  reductions  would  probably  be  to 
introduce  an  inferior  class  of  attendants,  and  the 
asylums  would  suffer  in  consequence.  He  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  look  at  the  vote  as 
a  whole,  and  distribute  it  as  they  thought  best. 

Sir  G.  GREY  agreed  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Totara,  that  the  Government  should  treat 
the  vote  as  a  total  vote  for  the  whole  service. 
If  they  found  that  the  food  or  clothing  at  any 
asylum  was  insufficient,  as  was  certainly  the  case 
at  Auckland,  they  should  have  the  power  to  pro- 
vide whatever  was  necessary.  No  inequalities 
should  be  permitted  to  exist.  If  the  estimates 
for  some  asylums  were  larger  than  were  required, 
the  Government  should  have  the  power  to  apply 
the  surplus  in  the  manner  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  TRAVERS,  speaking  in  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Totara, 
said  he  had  been  Local  Inspector  to  the  Wel- 
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lington  Lunatic  Asylum  for  some  years,  and  from 
the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  he  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  law  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
carried  out  unless  inspectors  were  appointed  for 
each  district.  It  was  impossible  that  the  work 
could  be  got  through  by  the  Inspector-Gkncral, 
although  he  quite  agreed  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Inspector-General  would  lead, 
in  course  of  time,  especially  in  the  hands  of  a 
gentleman  so  well  fitted  for  tlie  duties  of  the 
office  as  the  present  occupant,  to  a  uniform  sys- 
tem throughout  the  colony.  It  was  impossible 
that  the  business  of  inspection  could  be  carried 
out  without  local  inspectors  as  well  as  the  In- 
spector-General ;  but  he  saw  no  provision  for 
those  officers.  It  would  be  found,  on  examining 
the  Act,  that  the  inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
had  very  varied  duties  to  perform  in  connection 
with  the  management  of  asylums,  and  he  would 
recommend  the  Government  to  consider  whether 
it  was  possible  that  the  duties  could  be  carried 
on  satisfactorily  under  a  single  hesid.  He  might 
state  that,  in  connection  with  his  own  business  as 
a  solicitor,  he  had  found  it  necessary  to  make 
inquiries  regarding  certain  lunatics,  and  he  found 
that  the  course  of  business  adopted  by  the  In- 
spector-General was  not  sanctioned  by  law,  but 
it  had  been  rendered  necessary  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  local  inspection  at  some  pf  the 
asylums.  He  observed  that  there  were  some 
remarkable  discrepancies  in  the  wages  of  at- 
tendants. In  some  instances  that  necessarily 
arose  from  the  different  rates  of  wages  ruling  in 
various  parts  of  the  countiy ;  but  there  were 
very  startling  differences  between  some  of  the 
asylums.  That  caused  great  inconvenience,  for 
the  Estimates  were  examined  hj  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  asylums,  and  such  discrepancies  re- 
sulted in  dissatisfaction.  The  attendants  at 
Auckland  would  naturally  object  that  seventeen 
of  them  should  receive  £1,075,  while  eleven  at 
Christchurch  received  £1,405.  Uniformity  in 
pay  would  be  of  considerable  value  to  the  insti- 
tutions throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  quite  concurred  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi, 
which  displayed  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
working  of  tliese  institutions.  With  regard  to 
local  inspectors,  he  might  mention  that  ne  had 
received  a  large  amount  of  correspondence  in 
favour  of  their  appointment,  and  the  Gh>vem- 
ment  would  place  a  sum  on  the  Supplementary 
Estimates  to  make  provision  for  these  officers. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  that,  instead  of 
leaving  the  Government  a  discretionary  power 
in  regard  to  this  vote,  it  would  be  better  that 
they  should  bring  down  supplementaiy  esti- 
mates for  those  asylums  for  which  more  money 
was  required.  As  far  as  the  Dunedin  Asylum 
was  concerned,  the  vote  for  that  institution  could 
not  be  reduced  in  order  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  other  asylums. 

Mr.  ORMOND  noticed  that  there  was  an 
absence  of  any  provision  for  medical  attendance, 
clothing,  &c.,  for  the  Napier  Asylum.  Having 
some  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  that  insti- 
tution, he  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  the 
estimatea  for  the  asylum  were  deficient,  and  he 
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hoped  tlie  GoYemment  would  make  wbateyer 
prorision  was  necessary. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  understood 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  vote  was  entirelj 
irithin  the  discretion  of  the  Goremment.  The 
iteiiiB  were  giren  on  the  Estimates  merely  for  the 
information  of  the  Housei  and,  if  it  was  desirable 
to  divert  any  item  of  the  total  Tote,  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Goyemment  to  do  so. 

Item,  £31,001  17s.,  agreed  to. 

Charitable,  £30,000. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  like  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Estimates  to  state 
irbat  were  the  intentions  of  the  Government  in 
regard  to  this  sum,  which  was  placed  on  the  Esti- 
mates on  the  supposition  that  the  Charitable 
Imtitutions  Bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  bHEEHAN  said  it  was  tbtj  doubtful 
whether  the  Charitable  Institutions  Bill  could 
be  gone  on  with  this  session,  but  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  that  a  sufficient  additional  sum 
was  placed  on  the  Estimates  to  properlj  maintain 
the  institutions  coming  under  this  head  till  next 
session. 

Mr.  STEYENS  asked  under  what  system  the 
hospitals  were  to  be  administered.  He  referred, 
of  course,  to  the  large  hospitals,  such  as  those  at 
Auckland,  Christchurch,  and  Dunedin.  'He  had 
understood  that  before  the  end  of  the  session 
an  intimation  would  be  given  as  to  how  these 
hospitals  w^ere  to  be  administered  for  the  future, 
and  he  thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
that  information  to  be  given. 

Mr.  STOUT  cotisidered  that,  unless  the  hos* 
pitals  were  placed  under  local  control,  their 
management  would  be  most  expensive.  He  would 
suggest  that,  in  the  large  towns  and  centres 
of  population,  the  Citj  Councils  and  Municipal 
Councils  should  elect  Boards  of  Management, 
that  certain  amounts  should  be  voted  for  the 
maintenance  of  these  institutions  by  the  local 
bodies,  that  the  Gt>vemment  should  give  a  certain 
amount,  and  that  the  remaining  required  funds 
should  be  raised  b  j  voluntary  subscription. 

Mr.  STEVENS  thought  that  a  reasonable 
solution  of  the  difficultj  for  some  time  to  come. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  would  like  to  know  what 
were  the  intentions  of  the  Government  as  to 
deaHag  with  the  country  hospitals.  In  the  dis- 
trict ^m  which  he  came  it  had  been  necessary 
to  erect  new  buildings,  and  the  managers  of  the 
hospital  ought  to  have  assistance. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  subsidize  hospitals  on  the  gold  fields, 
where  the  people  them  elves  subscribed  very 
UberaUy. 

Mr.  BABFF  desired  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  Gt>Temment  the  ease  of  the  Hokitika 
Hospital.  The  people  of  Westland  subscribed 
hberally  to  that  institution,  which  was  a  credit 
not  only  to  the  district,  but  to  the  colony.  The 
managers  had  recently  erected  new  buildings, 
and  had  incurred  Tery  heavy  expenses  indeeid, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  liberality  of  the  people, 
they  found  themselres  in  great  difficulty  as  to 
how  they  were  to  provide  sufficient  funds  to  pay 
'  their  debts.  A  case  of  that  kind  required  some 
ipecial  consideration,  more  particulany  as  treat- 
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ment  was  given  in  that  institution  to  persona 
coming  from  all  parts  of  the  district.  There  was 
one  small  branch  hospital  at  Totara,  which  was 
well  managed,  but  most  of  the  cases  oame  to  the 
Hokitika  Hoa}>ital. 

Mr.  SHEEUAN  said  that  the  Government 
would  feel  themselyes  in  honor  bound  to  pay  the 
same  subsidies  as  the  Provincial  Goyemmentt 
had  hitherto  paid.  In  rcjeard  to  buildings,  he 
must  consult  the  Minister  for  Public  Works. 

Mr.  BO  WE  was  glad  to  hear  that  promise  of 
assistance  to  up-country  hospitals,  because  only 
very  recently  he  had  receired  a  communication 
on  the  subject  from  his  own  district. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  hoped  the  Government  would 
keep  its  prdmise  in  regard  to  giving  the  same  aid 
to  hospitals  as  the  Provincial  Governments  had 
giyen.  Those  Gbvemments  had  subsidized  in  the 
proportion  of  £2  to  £1  of  subscriptions,  but  since 
the  General  Government  had  taken  over  these 
matters  they  had  only  subsidized  in  the  propor- 
tion of  £1  to  £1.  The  consequence  was  that, 
although  the  people  subscribed  liberally,  the 
managers  of  the  hospitals  could  not  keep  pace 
with  the  demands  made  upon  them.  He  con- 
firmed all  that  had  been  said  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika,  and  hoped  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  special  consideration  to 
these  institutions,  and  also  pay  up  the  proportion 
withheld  during  the  past  few  months. 

Mr.  SHEEHA.N  had  one  more  remark  to  make. 
Although  there  was  no  Act  in  force,  the  GoTem- 
ment  had  charge  of  the  purse,  and,  unless  institu- 
tions requiring  aid  passed  the  test  of  inspection 
satisfactorily,  no  money  would  be  given. 

Item,  £30,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  II. 

Department  of  Justice,  £1,260,  agreed  to. 

Crown  Law  Office,  £2,010. 

Mr.  STOUT  did  not  wish  to  oppose  this  item, 
but  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  thero 
had  been  a  sort  of  promise  that  the  salaries  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  raised, 
which  had  not  been  fulfilled.  It  must  be  patent 
to  all  that,  compared  with  the  remuneration  of 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  other  colonies, 
the  Judges  in  New  Zealand  received  very  small 
salaries :  indeed  they  received  less  than  half  the 
salaries  paid  in  Victoria.  He  hoped  that,  as  the 
Government  were  going  to  amend  the  Civil  List 
Act  in  one  direction,  they  would  also  take  steps  to 
amend  it  further,  by  providing  for  an  increase  in 
the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Snpreme  Court. 

Mr.  EEES  thought  that  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  New  Zealand  were  not  pro- 
perly remunerated  for  their  services.  They  were, 
m  fact,  worse  paid  than  any  Judges  in  the  British 
Empire.  When  their  salaries  were  contrasted 
with  those  of  the  Judges  in  the  other  colonies 
there  was  a  discrepancy  of  about  75  per  cent. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  that,  as  long  as  they 
could  get  competent  men  to  do  the  work  for  the 
money,  there  was  no  need  to  increase  the  salaries. 
He  believed  that  there  was  actually  a  struggle 
among  lawyers  of  high-class  reputation  for  the 
positions  of  Judges,  and  as  long  as  that  was  the 
case  he  saw  no  reason  for  raising  the  sabries. 
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Mr.  BOWEK,  speakiog  for  himself,  would  lay 
that  a  Bill  had  been  prepared  and  printed  to 
amend  the  Oiril  List  Act,  bnt  it  had  not  been 
formally  brought  before  the  Cabinet,  and  con- 
sequently had  not  been  introduced  into  the  House. 
The  Hon.  Uie  Minister  of  Justice  would  find  the 
Bill  in  his  department,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
act  in  the  matter  as  he  (Mr.  Bowen)  would  have 
done  had  he  remained  in  office.  It  proTided 
that  the  Judges  should  be  paid  in  proportion 
to  the  len^h  of  time  thej  had  serred.  The 
salaries  which  the  Judges  at  present  receired 
were  fixed  at  a  time  when  lawyers  in  the  colony 
did  not  make  such  large  incomes  as  they  did  now. 
Howerer,  things  had  changed,  and  the  salaries 
which  the  Judges  received  were  not  proportionate 
to  the  incomes  which  lawyers  in  large  practice  re- 
ceired. The  salaiy  of  a  Judge  shoula  be  such  as 
would  induce  a  leading  lawyer  to  gire  up  a  lucra- 
tire  practice  in  order  to  take  a  seat  on  the  Bench. 
He  hoped  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  would  be  in- 
creased, and  he  would  giro  the  Goremment  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power  if  they  were  prepared 
to  take  the  matter  up. 

Mr.  HARPER  could  corroborate  the  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East,  that  the  Judees  in  the  other  colonies 
receired  hi^er  salaries  than  those  in  this  colony. 
He  agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Eaiapoi 
that  the  Judges  should  be  paid  according  to 
length  of  serrice.  They  ought  to  receire  in- 
creases of  pay  when  they  had  serred,  say,  four- 
teen or  twen^*one  years.  He  would  like  to  see 
an  increase  made  in  the  salaries  of  the  Judges. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asreed  that  the  salaries  of 
the  Judges  ought  to  oe  increased.  They  were 
nndoubtedlr  not  paid  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
comes of  tne  leadmig  lawyers  in  the  colony,  or 
to  those  of  the  Judges  in  the  other  colonies.  He 
was  also  of  opinion  that  they  should  be  paid  ac- 
cording to  length  of  serrice.  Under  the  present 
^stem,  a  Puisne  Judge  of  twenty  years'  serrice 
might  suddenly  find  a  lawyer  made  Chief  Justice 
at  a  hiflher  salary  than  he  was  reoeiring. 

Mr.  BOWEN  explained  that  the  Bill  he  had 
referred  to  prorided  that  the  Judges  should  re- 
ceire an  increase  of  £800  a  year  after  serring 
for  a  certain  number  of  years,  and  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  retire  on  pensions  after 
twenty  years'  serrice. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  thought  the  salary  which 
was  set  down  for  the  Law  Draftsman  was  too 
small.  They  could  not  expect  to  obtain  the  ser- 
rices  of  a  really  competent  draftsman  for  £800 
Ik  year. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  said  the  salary  of  this  officer 
appeared  on  the  Estimates  for  the  first  time,  and 
ht  thought  it  was  altogether  insufficient.  It 
was  certainly  adrisaUe  that  the  swrices  of  a 
thoroughly  competent  draftsman  should  be  ob- 
tained, to  examine  the  Bills  which  were  brought 
before  the  House.  He  quite  agreed  that  the 
sum  placed  on  the  Estimates  was  wholly  in- 
adequate for  a  competent  person  to  do  this  im- 
portant work. 

Mr.  TRAYEBfi  thought  it  would  be  a  great 
benefit  if  a  Committee  of  legal  nmtlemen  were 
appointed  to  rerise  the  ezistiog  Statute  laws  of 
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the  cokmy,  and  superrise  the  Bills  passed  each  ses- 
sion, in  order  to  see  that  they  really  carried  out 
the  objects  intended  by  the  Legislature,  and  did 
not  interfere  with  existing  laws  with  which  it  was 
not  intended  to  interfere.  It  would  be  practically 
impossible  that  one  draftsman  could  superintend 
the  legislation  of  the  Assembly,  and  it  was  absurd 
to  employ  amateur  draftsmen  to  deal  with  legal 
matters.  In  many  of  the  Acts  passed  by  the  As* 
sembly  there  was  a  want  of  uniformity,  and  danses 
were  often  introduced  which  created  absolute 
confusion.  He  beliered  that  a  large  amount  of 
the  legislation  of  the  colony  would  be  sared  by 
the  employment  of  competent  draftsmen,  and  br 
baring  a  Committee  appointed  which  would, 
during  each  session,  superrise  the  constructire 
part  of  the  laws  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  asreed  with  the  honorable 
member  that  much  of  the  legislation  of  the  colony 
was  ill-conceired  and  baiuy  put  through  the 
House.  It  was  impossible  to  cany  out  the  pro- 
posal at  the  present  time  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Coounittee  to  superrise  the  measures  passed  bj 
the  Assembly.  If  a  competent  draughtsman  were 
appointed  he  would  be  able  to  prepare  the  prin* 
cipd  Bills  and  derise  a  continuous  system,  where- 
by much  of  the  inconsistency  and  many  of  the 
mistakes  which  now  occurred  would  be  aroided. 

Major  ATKINSON  trusted  that  this  important 
matter  would  receire  the  attention  of  the  Gorem- 
ment during  the  recess.  Many  of  the  important 
Bills  were  hurried  through  i^  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  it  was  a  source  of  anxiety  to  the  Go- 
remment and  to  the  public  to  know  the  meaning 
of  many  of  the  laws  passed. 

Item,  £2,010,  agreed  to. 

Supreme  Court,  £10,919,  agreed  to. 

District  Courts,  £6,626. 

Mr.  STOUT  obserred  that  the  Jodse  of  the 
District  Court  at  Dunedin  only  receired  a  salary 
of  £700,  while  the  Judge  of  the  District  Court  at 
Hokitika  receired  £760,  although  he  had  not  to 
decide  half  the  number  of  cases  or  do  half  the 
work  which  the  Judge  at  Dunedin  had  to  per- 
form. The  Judge  of  the  District  Court  at  Tiinam 
receired  £900.  That  was  a  larger  district,  and 
that  Judge  had  extra  work  to  perfbrm ;  but  he 
thought  the  Goremment  ought  to  p^ce  a  sum 
on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  DlBlrict  Judge  of  Dunedin. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  the  District  Odnr^ 
and  the  Resident  Magistrates'  Courts  required 
rerisioo,  and  he  thought  large  reductions  and  al- 
terations mipht  be  xmide  and  ret  the  effidengr 
of  these  ranous  Courts  might  be  increased.  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  Gbremment  to  consider 
this  matter,  and  he  could  not  accept  his  honor- 
able friend's  proposal  to  increase  the  particular 
salary  referred  to  on  the  preeent  occasion. 

Item,  £6,626,  agreed  to. 

Resident  Magistrates'  and  Wardens'  Courts, 
£42,246  lis.  6d. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  wished  to  refer  to  the 
item  of  Resident  Magistrate  for  Whangarei,  Wha- 
ngarei  Heads,  and  Waipu.  He  drew  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  to  this  item  last 
year,  and  during  this  session.  The  Resident 
Maf^stmle  lired  fifteen  milee  fttm  the  i^aoe 
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where  the  Coart  was  held.  He  was  an  old  man, 
who  had  gone  through  a  ereat  deal  of  work  in 
the  public  seryice  of  the  colonj,  and  he  could  not 
do  all  the  work  of  these  districts.  He  should  like 
to  see  an  officer  appointed  who  could  do  the  whole 
work,  or  else  they  should  do  away  with  the 
Besident  Magistrate  altogether.  He  was  unable 
to  get  any  answer  from  the  Q-OTemment  on  this 
matter.  The  salary  put  down  for  the  bailiff  of 
the  Court  was  only  £30,  He  had  to  attend  in 
the  Court  all  day  and  do  the  business,  as  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  were  seldom  there,  and  he 
did  not  think  £30  a  year  was  sufficient  remune- 
ration for  that  officer's  sendees.  In  order  to 
have  the  matter  put  on  record,  he  would  move, 
That  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  representation  made 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  was  entitled  to  the 
fullest  consideration.  The  honorable  gentleman 
must,  howeyer,  remember  that  the  vote  was  being 
taken  as  a  whole,  and  therefore  would  be  so  dis- 
tributed as  to  be  most  beneficial  for  the  public 
serrice.  He  would  assure  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  his  recommendation  would  be  giren 
effect  to  if  possible. 

Mr.  STOUT'  called  attention  to  the  salary  of 
the  Besident  Magistrate  at  Port  Cbalmers,  which 
was  altogether  inadequate,  being  only  £350, 
whereas  the  Besident  Magistrate  at  Lyttelton, 
who  had  not  nearly  so  much  to  do,  received, 
altogether,  £545.  The  Besident  Magistrate  at 
Fort  Chalmers  had  to  sit  in  Dunedin  one  day  a 
week  extra,  and  had  to  travel  over  a  very  large 
district.  His  salary  was  perfectly  absurd  for  a 
gentleman  of  hb  station,  and  considering  the 
amount  of  work  he  had  to  set  throueh. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  miffht  explain  that  he 
merely  moved  that  the  vote  be  struck  off  in  order 
that  it  miffht  be  placed  on  record,  because,  if  not, 
it  would  he  said  that  he  had  not  called  atten- 
tion to  the  matter.  The  Besident  Maj^istrate  at 
Whangarei  was  one  of  the  oldest  Civu  servants 
in  the  colony,  and  it  would  be  most  unfair  to 
strike  him  off  pay  altogether.  After  the  as- 
■uranoe  of  the  Minister  of  JusticCi  he  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WASOK  drew  attention  to  the  votes  for 
the  Canterbury  Besident  Magistrates.  It  would 
be  seen  that  there  were  oidy  nve  Besident  Masis- 
trates  for  the  whole  of  Canterbury,  a  number 
whioh  had  been  found  quite  inadequate  for  the 
wants  of  the  population.  There  was  only  one 
Magistrate  for  Christchurch,  Leeston,  and  Ash- 
burton,  although  there  was  quite  sufficient  work 
for  one  man  to  do  in  Christchurch  alone.  The 
honorable  member  for  Selwyn  would  no  doubt 
bear  him  out  in  saying  that  that  district  also 
wanted  a  Besident  Magistrate  to  itself;  and  it 
was  really  necessary  to  appoint  a  Besident  Magis- 
trate at  Ashburton,  particularly  as  the  fees  and 
fines  from  that  Court  would  more  than  pay  all  the 
salaries  required.  There  were  not  as  yet  s^ntlemen 
of  means  and  leisure  in  these  country  mstricts  to 
undertake  the  duties  of  Justices  of  the  Peace ; 
and  Besident  Magistrates  ou^t  to  be  appointed. 
Then,  again,  there  was  only  one  Magistrate  for 
Kaiapoi,  Bangiora,  Leithfieldi  Oxford,  Malvern, 
Sir  M,  J>99vla$ 


and  Amnri,  whioh  was  one  of  the  larsest  and 
most  important  districts  in  the  Province  of  Nelson. 
He  hoped  that  the  Minister  of  Justice  would 
consider  this  matter  carefully,  and  endeavour  to 
make  an  appointment  which  was  verr  urgently 
needed,  and  which  had  already  been  shown  to  be 
a  matter  of  considerable-public  importance. 

Mr.  M ACANDBE W  could  quite  bear  out  what 
his  honorable  colleague  said  with  remrd  to  tha 
Port  Cbalmers  Besident  Magistrate.  He  belieyed 
that  that  gentleman  was  about  one  of  the  worst* 
paid  officers  in  the  colony,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  be  able  to  save  money  to  the 
colony  and  at  the  same  time  increase  the  salaries 
of  officers  bv  the  amalgamation  of  offices.  Now 
that  the  railway  system  was  coming  into  opera- 
tion throughout  so  large  a  part  of  the  colony,  ht 
did  not  see  why,  in  many  cases,  one  Besident 
Magistrate  should  not  undertake  the  duties  of 
two  or  more  districts.  He  might  add  that  he 
hoped  by  this  means  shortly  to  see  the  salaiy 
of  the  officer  in  question  increased. 

Mr.  BOWEN  might  say  that  the  observationf 
of  the  Minister  for  Lands  were  in  the  direction 
that  was  intended  to  be  pursued  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  the  Besident  Magistrate  at 
Port  Chalmers  as  soon  as  the  Northern  Main 
Trunk  Bail  way  was  opened  from  that  place.  The 
same  thing  had  been  tried  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  would  like  to  ask  what  wa« 
intended  to  be  done  with  the  Court  at  Cobden* 
He  noticed  that  the  salary  for  the  clerk  there  waa 
omitted  from  the  Estimates,  and,  if  it  was  in- 
tended to  close  the  Court  at  Cobden  and  compel 
the  miners  and  settlers  of  the  district  to  go  to 
Grey  mouth  when  they  had  occasion  to  resort  to 
the  Court,  it  would  cause  a  considerable  amount 
of  hardslidp.  A  petition  had  been  sent  to  him 
upon  the  subject,  which  pointed  out  that  the 
miners  would  suffer  considerable  iooonyenience  if 
they  had  to  go  to  Greymouth  instead  of  having  a 
Court  at  Cobden.  He  hoped  tha  Government 
would  continue  the  Court,  at  all  events,  until  tha 
bridge  across  the  river  was  constructed. 

"blr,  SHEEHAN  said  it  was  not  intended  to 
dose  the  Court  immediately,  or  until  arrange* 
ments  were  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  £•- 
trict. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  thought  a  sreat  saving  might 
be  made  if  the  Government  only  appointed  com- 
petent men  as  Besident  Magistrates,  who  could 
also  perform  the  duties  of  District  Judges.  They 
should  not  be  resident,  but  should  have  cirouita 
through  which  they  should  travel. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  was  glad  his  honorable  col- 
league had  called  attention  to  the  case  of  Cob- 
den, because,  if  the  large  number  of  miners  and 
others  who  were  settled  there  were  oompNslled  to 
go  to  Ghreymouth  to  transact  Court  business,  it 
would  cause  great  inconvenience.  They  would 
have  to  ford  the  river,  and  would  often  be  unablt 
to  cross.  He  hoped  the  Court  would  be  retained 
at  Cobden  until  the  bridge  was  constructed. 

Item,  £42,245  lis.  6d.,  agreed  to. 

Petty  Sessions  Courts,  £200,  agreed  to. 

Criminal  prosecutions,  £8,600. 

Mr.  HUNTEB  asked  whether  the  QoitanmrniM 
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intended  to  make  any  provision  for  the  payment 
of  jurors,  who  sometimes  had  very  arduous  duties 
to  perform,  and  were  deserving  of  some  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  matter  was  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Goyernment,  and  if  th^y 
could  make  the  necessary  proyision  during  the 
present  session  they  would  do  so. 

Item,  £8,600,  agreed  to. 

"Coroners  Act,  1867,"  £2,200,  agreed  to.. 

Contingencies,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 

Native  Land  Court,  £7,182  98.  7d.,  agreed  to. 

Prisons,  £40.403  128. 

Mr.  MURRA Y-AYNSLEY  asked  whether  the 
Minister  of  Justice  would  endeavour  to  equalize' 
the  salaries  of  the  warders  throughout  the  colony, 
as  at  present  some  of  them  were  paid  very  much 
less  than  others. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  it  would  he  impossible  to 
postpone  this  question  for  more  than  another  year 
at  the  outside,  because,  if  they  were  to  haye  an 
efficient  public  service,  there  must  bo  uniformity. 
On  the  gold  fields  it  might  be  necessary  to  fix  a 
higher  rate  of  pay ;  but  in  the  settled  districts, 
such  as  Auckland,  Wellington,  and  Dunedin,  the 
rate  of  pay  should  be  uniform. 

Mr.  MtTRRA Y-AYNSLEY  asked  the  Minister 
of  Justice  whether  the  Government  would  take 
the  matter  into  consideration  thb  year. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  they  would.  He  did  not 
say  that  they  would  raise  the  rate  of  wages,  but 
they  would  endeavour  to  make  it  uniform. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  suggested  that  the  Go- 
▼emment  should  avail  themselves  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  up-country  gaols  for  the  purpose 
of  classification.  Persons  convicted  of  a  first 
offence  were  generally  sent  to  the  central  gaoh  in 
the  chief  towns,  where  they  were  associated  with 
the  most  hardened  offenders.  The  up-country 
gaols  were  the  most  likely  places  to  reform  first 
offenders  andlight-sentence  men. 

Mr.  BO  WE  In  pointed  out  that  what  was  re- 
quired in  order  to  carry  out  a  system  of  classifi- 
cation was  more  room.  When  the  additions  to 
the  Lyttelton  Gaol  were  completed  there  would 
be  greater    facilities    for    classification    in  that 

g\o\  than  in  any  other  in  the  colony;  but  at 
unedin  it  would  be  more  difficult,  and  the 
gaol  at  Auckland  was  only  fit  for  very  rough 
c!as(*ification.  A  proper  system  of  classification, 
however,  could  not  be  carried  out  until  the 
Hou:«e  determined  to  establish  a  central  prison 
for  long-sentence  men.  As  to  classification  in 
tlie  up-country  gaols,  it  would  be  impossible, 
from  want  of  the  machinery  necessary  to  insure 
proper  discipline.  First  offenders  should  be  sepa- 
rated and  kept  under  stricter  discipliue  than  old 
convicts.  • 

Mr.  STOUT  hoped  the  Minister  of  Justice 
would  not  make  any  sweeping  reductions  in  the 
staff  of  the  Dunedin  Gnol.  If  the  Government 
hoped  to  get  any  work  out  of  the  prisoners  they 
would  have  to  keep  a  large  staff  of  warders.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  prisoners  in  the  Dunedin 
Gaol  did  a  large  amount  of  work  outside  the 
walls,  and  this  recouped  the  cost  of  roanaeement. 
Th«  supervision  entailed  ^reat  expense ;  hut,  at 
the*  same  time,  if  the  prisoners  were  not  to  be 
Mr,  Hunter 


sent  outside,  the  Government  would  have  to  build 
a  larger  gaol,  and  the  aame  amount  of  work  would 
not  be  got  out  of  the  men.  He  knew  that  it  was 
sometimes  said  that  the  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
work  done  by  the  prisoners  in  the  Dunedin  Gibol 
was  exaggerated,  but  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
get  the  opinions  of  contractors  and  others  who 
understood  the  value  of  that  sort  of  work,  and 
they  all  agreed  that  it  was  not  over-estimated. 
He  knew  from  personal  observation  that  the 
Dunedin  prisoners  did  about  50  per  cent,  more 
work  than  the  prisoners  in  other  gaols  in  the 
colony.  They  worked  the  some  number  of  hours 
as  free  labour,  and  if  the  Government  were  goinf 
to  reduce  the  co»t  of  supervision  by  striking  off 
half  the  warders  and  reducing  salaries  they  would 
not  get  half  the  work  at  present  performed.  All 
the  warders  were  artisans  specially  selected  so 
that  they  should  understand  the  work  to  be  done, 
and  they  got  high  wages  on  that  account.  Any 
radical  reduction  would  be  a  great  calamity. 
There  was  one  other  matter  to  which  he  wished 
particularly  to  refer. .  A  gentleman  lately  con- 
nected with  the  police  had  been  appointed  to  in- 
spect the  prisons  of  the  colony,  and  it  was  not  to 
be  expected  that  he  should  know  anything  about 

{)rison  management.  A  man  appointed  to  over- 
ook  prison  management  should  be  a  person  who 
had  made  a  study  of  the  subject ;  but  to  take  an 
ex-policeman  and  appoint  him  over  men  who  had 
spent  their  whole  lives  in  the  management  of 
prisons  was  simply  a  farce.  He  believed  that 
the  Gaoler  at  Dunedin  and  also  the  Gaoler  at 
Invercargill  were  very  efficient  officers,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  there  were  many  other  good 
men  in  cliargo  of  prisons  in  New  Zealand.  It 
had  been  nu^e  clear  by  writers  on  the  subject 
that  a  man  required  great  experience  before  he 
could  properly  manage  a  prison.  There  were 
many  experienced  men  in  the  colony,  and  one  of 
them  might  have  been  appointed  to  the  position 
of  Inspector  of  Guols  if  such  an  officer  was  re- 
quired.     ^^ 

Mr.  BO  WEN  would  inform  the  Government 
that  their  prisons  would  never  be  conducted 
satisfactorily  until  they  obtained  the  services  of 
an  inspector  who  had  had  great  experience  in 
prison  management.  The  late  Government  had 
endeavoured  to  obtain  a  vote  for  such  an  officer, 
but  had  not  succeeded.  They  had  therefore 
instructed  the  travelling  Inspector  of  Police  to 
report  on  the  state  of  the  gaols  in  the  towns 
which  he  vit«ited  in  connection  with  his  police 
duties.  The  late  Government  had  asked  the 
Hou»e  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  to  provide  a  pro- 
perly qualified  Inspector  of  Gaols  ;  but  the  vote 
was  refused.  He  held  the  opinion  that  there 
could  be  no  proper  classification  of  prisoners 
until  there  was  a  central  penal  establishment 
in  the  colony  to  which  long-sentenced  prisoners 
could  be  drafted  ofi*,  and  until  there  was  a  pro- 
per inspector  appointed  who  should  l>e  con- 
stantly travelling  from  one  gaol  to  another.  The 
prisoners  in  the  Auckland  and  Lyttelton  Gaols 
did  just  as  good  work  as  those  in  Dunedin.  At 
both  those  places  they  were  doing  work  vrhich 
would  otherwise  have  had  to  be  done  by  free 
labourers.    He  thought  that    the   prisooers  at 
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Danedin  might  be  employed  more  profitably  and 
at  less  expense  than  at  present  on  the  reclama- 
tion works. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  the  House  would 
not  hare  refused  the  vote  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  last  spoken  if  a 
gentleman  had  been  appointed  in  the  colony  to 
fill  the  position,  but  honorable  gentlemen  gene- 
rally did  not  like  the  system  of  importing  gentle- 
men to  fill  lucrative  positions.  The  honorable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  seemed  to  think  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  send  to  England  for  Oo« 
yemment  officiab. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  did  not  think  anything  of  the 
kind.  What  he  thought  was,  that  a  gentleman 
should  be  obtained  £om  Home  who  had  had 
greater  experience  in  prison  management  than 
any  man  who  could  be  found  in  the  colony.  A 
person  had  recently  been  brought  out  from 
England  to  take  the  management  of  the  Lyttel- 
ton  Gbu>l.  He  was  appointed  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Agent-General  and  Major  Ducane, 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  Prisons  in  England.  That 
officer  had  made  great  improrements  in  the 
Lyttelton  Gaol  since  he  arrived  in  the  colony, 
and,  in  short,  had  saved  the  colony  money.  He 
was  able  to  do  this  because  he  had  hi^d  great 
experience  in  prisons,  and  therefore  nothing 
had  been  lost  by  importing  him.  A  man  must 
make  prison  management  a  study  to  become  a 
really  efficient  inspector,  and  that  study  could 
only  be  efieotive  where  there  was  an  opportunity 
of  profiting  by  a  large  experience.  They  should 
not  be  80  conceited  as  to  suppose  that  the  colony 
could  provide  men  who  were  as  experienced  as 
those  who  were  to  be  found  in  the  old  country. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  like  to  know  whether, 
if  the  gentleman  who  had  been  brought  out  to 
manage  the  Lyttelton  Gaol  was  so  good  as  he 
was  represented  to  be,  his  services  could  not  be 
secured  as  Inspector  of  Gaols.  He  thought  that 
the  system  of  sending  Home  for  officers  had  be- 
come too  prevalent  of  late.  Civil  engineers  had 
been  imported  from  England,  but  in  his  opinion 
they  were  not  better  than  the  colonial  engineers  : 
in  fact,  the  latter  were  the  better  men.  The 
Public  Petitions  Committee  had  had  cases  before 
them  in  which  it  was  shown  that  the  engineers 
who  had  been  imported  from  Home  had  made 
numerous  blunders,  while  no  serious  mistakes 
on  the  part  of  colonial  engineers  had  been  re- 
ported. He  trusted  that  the  system  of  importing 
Government  officers  would  be  stopped.  Their 
own  children  were  growing  up  around  them,  and 
they  should  have  a*  chance  of  obtaining  appoint- 
ments in  the  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  STOUT  had  no  doubt  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kaifipoi  had  taken  a  great  interest  in  this 
question,  but  if  that  honorable  gentleman  would 
read  the  reports  of  the  Prison  Conferences  he 
would  find  that  no  satisfactory  system  of  classifi- 
cation had  yet  been  arrived  at.  The  silent  sjstem 
had  been  tried,  but  it  had  been  found  that  men 
who  were  treated  uuder  it  had  gone  mad,  and 
now  it  was  not  used.  In  fact,  it  was  a  most 
difficult  matter  to  bring  about  prison  reform. 
Those  who  wished  to  ascertain  what  was  being 
done  in  regard  to  pri«on  reform  could  learn  just 


as  much  from  the  publications  which  had  been 
issued  on  the  subject  as  they  could  from  Major 
Ducane,  or  anybody  else.  He  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  that  it  was 
undesirable  to  import  officials  from  Home. 

Mr.  MDRRAY-AYNSLEY  said  that,  if  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  alluded  to 
the  late  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canterbury 
when  he  spoke  of  the  present  Inspector  of  Gaols 
having  no  experience,  he  was  labouring  under  a 
mistake.  The  gentleman  referred  to  had  had 
great  experience  in  Yictoria,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  colony  considered  they  were  doing 
a  favour  to  Canterbury  when  they  permitted  him 
to  leave  their  service  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
charge  of  the  Canterbury  police.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  run  away  with  the  idea  that 
the  officer  who  inspected  the  gaols  was  an  incom- 
petent officer,  as  he  was  a  most  efficient  officer. 

Mr.  STOUT  had  not  cast  any  reflection  upon 
that  officer,  who  was  no  doubt  a  splendid  police 
officer,  in  which  capacity  he  was  engaged  in  Vic- 
toria ;  but  he  had  had  no  experience  in  prison 
management,  which  was  quite  a  distinct  branch  of 
the  work. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  explained  that  the  work  was 
thrown  upon  the  officer  referred  to  because  the 
Government  had  no  Inspector. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  noticed  that  there  were  con- 
siderable discrepancies  in  the  salaries  of  some  of 
the  prison  officials.  For  instance,  the  Gaoler  at 
Auckland  received  less  than  the  Gnoler  at  Nelson ; 
and,  again,  the  surgeons  at  New  Plymouth,  Dun- 
edin, Lyttelton,  and  Addington  received  salaries 
of  £100  a  year  each,  whereas  there  were  no  sur- 
geons to  the  gaols  at  Auckland  and  other  places, 
the  Provincial  Surgeons  doing  the  work  for  no- 
thing.   That  was  not  right. 

Mr.  BURNS  hoped  the  Minister  of  Justice 
would  consider  well  before  he  altered  the  system 
which  had  worked  so  well  in  Dunedin.  He  recol- 
lected, when  it  was  first  proposed  to  send  thci 
prisoners  outside  the  gaol  to  work,  the  blank 
astonishment  with  wluch  the  Guoler  heard  it ;  but 
after  a  time  he  found  that  it  worked  exceedingly 
welL  He  (Mr.  Bums)  might  say  that  he  himself 
was  the  first  to  get  that  system  started,  and  the 
result  was  that  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  har- 
bour deepened  by  means  of  prison  labour  at  a  cost 
of  nothins  to  the  colony.  The  way  to  look  at 
this  question  was  not  to  take  the  mere  sums  that 
were  placed  on  the  Estimates  for  one  place  and 
compare  them  with  the  nmounts  put  down  for 
another  place,  but  to  consider  the  amount  of  work 
done  and  the  receipts  for  it.  A  gaol  should  re- 
ceive credit  for  the  work  it  turned  out.  After 
all,  the  system  of  gaol  management  was  still  in  its 
infancy,  and  every  country  was  trying  to  arrive 
at  the  best  system.  If,  then,  the  colony  had  a 
system  that  worked  well,  it  need  not  care  what 
was  done  in  other  countries. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  was  sure  the  Government 
would  have  too  much  sense  to  make  a  cast-iron 
rule  for  all  gaols.  There  must  be  considerable 
variety  according  to  local  circumstances.  In  some 
places  the  prisoners  could  be  empbyed  at  one 
Kind  of  work  which  it  would  not  be  suitable  to 
employ  them  at  in  another  place.    A  great  deal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


[Not.  23 


depended  on  the  material  and  work  to  be  found 
in  proximity  to  the  gaol,  and  the  monej  that 
oould  be  made  out  of  it.  He  also  wished  to  say 
that  he  hoped  the  joung  people  who  were  in 
caols  might  be  instructed  in  such  work  as  would 
be  osefuf  to  them  in  after-life. 

Item,  £40,408  12s.,  agreed  to. 

Land  Transfer  DnMirtment,  £9,060,  agreed  to. 

Deeds  Begistiy,  £9,200,  agreed  to. 

Class  III. 

Postal  Department,  £140,018. 

Mr.  FISHEB  wished,  before  the  Committee 
proceeded  to  consider  this  rote,  to  refer  to  opin- 
ions that  had  been  expressed  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  Ciril  servants  towards  the  present 
Gbrernment.  He  took  the  opportunity  of  saying 
that  he  had  received  the  greatest  assistance  from 
the  gendemen  who  managed  the  Postal  and  Tele- 
graph Departments,  and  he  might  say,  also,  that 
whenever  he  applied  to  his  predecessor  in  office 
that  centleman  had  always  oeen  most  ready  to 
afford  him  any  information  he  required.  There 
was  a  decrease  in  the  expenditure  in  the  Postal 
Department  to  the  extent  of  £6,429 ;  and  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  Teleerai^  Department, 
which  was  caused  by  expenditure  on  necessary 
works.  In  going  through  the  various  items  in 
the  departments  he  found  that  the  greatest 
economy  had  been  exercised,  and  no  fault  could 
be  found  with  the  departments  in  that  respect. 
It  was  ffenerally  allowed  that  they  were  not  the 
best-paid  departmente  in  the  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BROWN  hoped  the  honorable 
gentleman  would,  during  the  recess,  give  his  at- 
tention to  the  question  of  increasing  uie  salaries 
in  these  departments.  He  felt  certain  they  were 
worked  with  too  much  economy.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  good  men  they  should  give  them  suit- 
able remuneration.  The  duties  of  the  officers  in 
these  departments  frequently  extended  over  much 
longer  hours  than  in  other  departments,  althoueh 
they  received  less  pay.  He  thought  the  salaries 
should  be  more  equalized. 

Mr.  MoLSAK  said  the  Postal  Department  was 
very  well  managed,  and  there  were  really  very 
few  mistakes  m^ie.  He  must  say  that,  although 
a  young  man,  the  Secretary  was  very  efficient  and 
very  finn,  and  could  manage  his  department  as 
well  as  any  officer  he  knew. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBOWN  wished  to  direct  attention 
to  the  item  of  £8,000  for  the  Suez  Service.  He 
did  not  see  why  this  money  should  be  voted.  The 
mails  left  almost  on  the  same  day  as  those  b^  San 
Francisco,  and  he  did  not  think  it  wae  desirable 
that  they  should  continue  the  expense.  It  would 
be  better  if  some  arrangement  were  come  to  with 
the  New  South  Wales  Government  that  would  be 
more  convenient  to  New  Zealand,  and  that  they 
might  have  a  fortnightly  mail  if  possible.         ^ 

Sir  G-.  GBET  said  that  the  Government  would 
give  the  matter  their  careful  attention. 

Mr.  FISHEB  stated  that  the  contract  for  the 
Suez  Mail  Service  did  not  expire  until  October 
next. 

Mr.  McLean  observed  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  have  a  fortnightly  service,  inasmuch 
as  the  vessels  had  to  run  down  the  coast. 
Mr,  Swanson 


Mr.  BUBNS  thought  that  the  route  by  the 
Cape  would  be  preferable.  Some  arraneement 
might  be  made  bv  which  the  mails  could  be  sent 
by  the  boats  on  tnat  line.  They  oould  then  have 
the  letters  delivered  a  considerable  time  befors 
the  Suez  mails  were  delivered,  and  they  would 
get  their  letters  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  at 

E resent.  He  thought  that  that  line,  which  he 
ad  advocated  last  session,  would  be  even  better 
than  the  San  Francisco  route. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  said  that  this  was  a  verr 
important  matter,  and  one  in  which  he  had  al* 
ways  taken  a  very  deep  interest :  in  fact,  he 
might  be  considered  as  the  author  of  the  San 
Francisco  Service.  As  this  service  existed  now, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  worth  the  money.  He 
thought  that  a  saving  of  £30,000  a  year  might 
be  effected  in  connection  with  this  service,  and  if 
they  could  honorably  break  the  contract  existing 
he  would  be  inclined  to  do  so.  The  Government^ 
however,  ought  to  be  dhary  of  interfering  with 
this  or  any  other  service  without  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  he  would 
be  glad  if  that  expression  of  opinion  were  given 
now. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  the  service  did  not  cost 
anything  like  £32,000  a  year.  The  postages  and 
the  English  contribution  reduced  the  cost  to 
about  £8,000. 

Mr.  HUNTEB  objected  to  any  vote  being 
taken  upon  this  question  upon  the  spur  of  the 
moment.  It  was  a  very  important  matter,  and,  if 
there  was  to  be  a  discussion  upon  it,  proper  nodce 
should  be  given.  The  Minister  for  Lands  seemed 
to  misunderstand  the  position  of  the  matter :  at 
any  rate,  he  miscalculated  the  cost.  The  cost  to 
the  colony  was  only  £8,000,  which  was  a  very 
small  sum  when  they  considered  the  efficiency 
of  the  service,  and  the  regularity  with  which  the 
mails  were  delivered. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  did  not  wish  to  do  any- 
thing rash  in  the  matter:  at  the  same  time,  if 
they  oould  save  £32,000  a  vear  they  should  do 
so.  No  doubt  a  portion  of  the  cost  was  returned 
in  the  shape  of  postages,  but  really  the  matta 
was  as  broad  as  it  was  lone — ^the  receipts  from 
postages  ought  to  be  much  the  same  by  whatever 
route  the  letters  were  forwarded.  Bfowever,  he 
thought,  and  had  often  thought,  that  the  great 
omission  of  which  they  had  been  guilty  in  con- 
nection with  the  Immigration  scheme  was  that 
they  had  taken  no  steps  to  initiate  a  direct  postal 
steam  line  to  the  colony.  If  that  scheme  had 
been  properly  managed  when  the  immigration 
arrangements  were  imtiated  they  would  have  had 
steamers  by  a  direct  line  arriving  here  once  a 
week,  either  by  way  of  the  Cape  or  by  the  Straits 
of  Magellan.  That  was  what  they  ought  to  work 
up  to  even  now. 

Mr.  HUNTEB  said  the  Hon.  the  Minister  fo 
Lands  was  imder  a  strange  misapprehension  with 
regard  to  the  San  Francisco  line.  The  point  was 
that  if  thev  abandoned  the  San  Francisco  line  and 
sent  their  letters  by  way  of  Melbourne  they  would 
have  to  pay  to  the  Victorian  Government  an 
amount  quite  equal  to  wjiat  thev  had  to  pay  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  San  IranciiM^  Service. 
Therefore  it  was  simply  a  question  whether  th^ 
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Bboold  subsidize  the  San  Franoisoo  linear  pa^  a 
ocmtribatioQ  eqnal  in  amount  to  the  v  ictonan 
Gh>Temment. 

Mr.  BUBNS  thought  the  subsidy  giren  to  the 
mail  steamers  ought  to  be  giren  as  much  to  secure 
the  comfort  of  passengers  as  for  the  carriage  of  the 
mails.  The  graat  objection  to  the  San  Immcisoo 
line  was  the  long  lana  transit  from  San  Francisco 
to  New  York,  which  would  always  prerent  the 
line  being  a  farourite  route.  The  line  of  steamers 
now  running  by  way  of  the  Cape  of  Q>ood  Hope 
afforded  far  greater  comfort  to  passengers  than 
did  the  San  francisco  steamers.  That  was  a  ser- 
Tice  which  might  be  made  Tory  useful  to  the 
colony.  He  thought  both  the  Postal  and  Tele- 
graph Departments  were  admirably  managed,  but 
he  nad  idways  had  the  f eeling^  that  the  employ^ 
were  under-paid.  Educated  women  in  the  Tele- 
graph Department  received  far  too  little  remu- 
neration for  their  work,  and  a  verj  small  addi- 
tional sum  would  be  a  yery  great  boon  to  them, 
and  would  not  be  missed  by  tne  country. 

Hr.  FISHER  wished  to  call  attention  to  the 
item,  £2,600  for  a  steam  serrice  to  Fiji.  Tenders 
were  called  for  it,  and  the  lowest  of  those  sent 
in  was  £3,500.  That  was  considerably  in  ex- 
cess of  the  amount  yoted  last  year,  and  nothing 
had  been  done  in  the  matter.  The  Gbyemment 
deemed  it  best  to  leaye  the  House  to  decide  the 
point. 

Mr.  HTJNTEB,  in  rerfy  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Itoslyn  as  to  the  discom- 
fort experienced  on  the  San  Francisco  steamers, 
•aid  it  was  a  curious  fact  that  in  almost  eyery 
instance  these  steamers  carried  a  full  complement 
of  passengers.  He  knew,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
the  seryice  was  regarded  with  great  favour  by 
the  trayelling  public. 

Mr.^MoLEAN  said  it  was  true  the  tenders 
for  the  Fiji  seryice  were  an  increase  on  the 
amount  yoted  by  the  House  last  ^ear,  but  it  was 
worth  while  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 
judicious  to  yote  an  increased  sum  in  order  to 
seeare  the  maintenance  of  the  trade  with  Fiji. 
The  Goyemments  of  New  South  Wales  and  Fgi 
each  contributed  to  a  service,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent time  most  of  the  trade  found  its  way  to 
Sydney.  He  questioned  whether  the  subsidy 
woold  secure  the  trade  to  New  Zealand,  but  the 
B^tise  should  giye  it  a  trial.  No  doubt  there 
would  be  a  loss  at  first  to  any  company  under- 
taking it,  but  it  might  lead  to  a  very  great  ulti- 
mate pin.  He  had  for  some  time  advocated  the 
establishment  of  the  service,  because  it  vrould  be 
of  immense  value  to  the  colony  if  it  should  secure 
the  trade.  If  the  House  did  not  approve  of  the 
tender  at  the  increased  rate,  the  best  way  would 
be  to  strike  out  the  sum. 

Mr.  HUNTEB  said  he  should  object  to  the 
item  being  struck  out.  If  the  service  could  be 
performea  for  the  sum  yoted  last  year  it  would 
be  as  well  to  leave  the  item  on  the  Estimates. 

Item,  £140,018,  agreed  to. 

Telegraph  Department,  £85,652,  agreed  to. 

Subsidy  nayable  to  Eastern  Extension,  Aus- 
tralasia, ana  China  Tele^ph  Company  for  Aus- 
tralian Oablsi  and  contingent  subsidy,  £5|240, 
agreed  to. 


Class  IV. 

Customs,  £41,103  16s.  6d.,  agreed  to. 

Bfarine  and  Harbours,  £35,607  5s. 

Mr.  BO  WE  inquired  how  it  was  that  no  sum 
had  been  set  down  for  the  payment  of  services 
rendered  in  connection  with  the  Thames  Harbour. 

Mr.  MoLBAN  said  that  the  Thames  Harbour 
Board,  vrith  other  similar  bodies,  had  last  year 
got  a  Bill  passed  by  which  they  were  to  take  full 
charge  of  the  harbour,  and  obtain  the  Thames 
foreshore.  However,  the  Board  had  refused  to 
accept  the  powers  conferred  upon  it,  and  had 
insisted  upon  the  charges  being  met  from  the 
colonial  reyenue  as  heretofore.  Arrangements 
were  now  being  made  by  which  they  would  do 
so,  and  take  oyer  the  foreshore. 

Mr.  BO  WE  said  that,  owing  to  the  neglect  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  v^en  in 
power,  yery  little  had  been  done,  and  the  harbour 
officials*were  now  afraid  that  their  pay  would-be 
stopped  immediately. 

Mr.  McLEAN  observed  that  the  officials  had 
always  had  their  money,  and  no  doubt  would  be 
paid  by  the  G-overnment  until  the  matter  vrai 
settled. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  assumed  that  the  Hokitika 
Harbour  was  in  the  same  position. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  stated  that  these  charges 
would  bo  met  out  of  the  colonial  revenue  until 
the  questions  pending  were  settledy  and  assured 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  that  the 
question  of  the  Thames  foreshore  would  be  ar- 
ranged in  two  or  three  months. 

Item,  £35,607  5b.,  agreed  to. 

CULSS  V. 

Education,  £185,000. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  inquired  whether  it  vras  pro- 
posed to  place  any  sum  on  the  Estimates  for 
what  were  known  as  aided  schools  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony.  It  was  usual,  when  changes 
of  this  kind  were  made,  not  to  at  once  withdniw 
all  assistance. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  reminded  the  House  that 
the  late  Minister  of  Justice  had  promised  to  put 
a  sum  on  the  Estimates  to  keep  up  Uiese  schools 
for  the  current  financial  year. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  promise  would  be 
kept  by  the  present  Gbvemment. 

Item,  £185,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 

Native  Department,  salaries  and  contingenciesi 
£20,822  6s.  8d ,  agreed  to. 

Native  Schools,  £11,571 13s.  4d. 

Mr.  SUTTON  called  attention  to  the  items — 
Pakowhai,  £100;  Omahu,  £111  18s.  4d. ;  and 
Wairoa,  £140.  He  did  not  know  the  condition  of 
the  school  at  Wairoa,  but  there  had  been  no  school 
or  schoolmaster  at  Pakowhai  for  the  last  eighteen 
months,  although  there  was  a  yery  good  building 
at  the  place,  which,  however,  was  used  for  an- 
other purpose.  At  Omahu,  also,  the  school  build- 
ing was  not  used  for  education;  and  altogether 
the  condition  of  the  Native  schools  at  those  places 
was  yery  unsatisfactory. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  if  there  were  any 
items  upon  which  the  money  was  not  expended 
it  could  be  advantageously  devoted  to  the  esta- 
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blisliment  of  a  Bohool  at  Ngonguru,  wliich  would 
be  used  bj  all  the  Naliyet  along  tbe  coast.  A 
scbool  building  had  been  already  conamenced  there, 
and  arrangements  made  for  opening  it. 

Mr.  SH££HAN,  in  answer  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier,  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  quite  right  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
schools  ;  but  the  money  had  not  been  spent,  nor 
would  it  be  this  jear.  Every  exertion  would  be 
made  to  reopen  the  schools  at  the  places  named, 
which  were  both  important  settlements.  As  to 
the  school  at  N^unguru,  he  could  only  say  that 
the  Government  intended  to  place  a  further  sum 
on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  in  aid  of  Native 
Bchoob,  and  if  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  himself 
were  able  to  make  the  saving  they  anticipated  in 
the  Native  and  Defence  Departments  they  would 
ask  the  House  to  allow  the  bulk  to  go  towards 
the  extension  of  Native  schools. 

Mr.  BOWE  impressed  upon  the  Native  Minis- 
ter the  advisability  of  pursuing  the  venr  beneficial 
policy  inaugurated  by  Sir  Donald  Mc£ean  in  the 
establishment  of  Native  schools,  the  advantages 
of  which  were  conspicuous  at  the  Thames,  where 
both  the  European  and  Native  children  were  as 
much  as  possible  educated  together. 

Captain  £USSELL  said  thai  in  his  district 
the  European  and  Native  children  attended  the 
same  schools  where  possible.  He  wished  to  call 
the  Native  Minister's  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  endowment  to  the  Ohakau  School  had  not 
been  paid  for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  TAIABOA  asked  whether  the  £500  for 
the  education  of  the  sons  of  Native  chiefs  was 
confined  to  those  of  the  North  Island.  The 
amount  for  the  erection  of  school  buildings 
•should  be  increased.  He  had  made  many  ap- 
peals to  the  Government  for  the  erection  of 
schools  which  were  much  required,  and  the  reply 
he  had  received  was  that  there  was  no  money  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN,  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier,  said  that  the  estate  he  had 
mentioned  was  not  under  the  control  of  the  Go- 
vernment. With  regard  to  the  inquiry  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Southern  Maori  Dis- 
trict as  to  the  item  for  the  education  of  the  tons 
of  Native  chiefs,  the  fund  was  available  equally 
to  the  Natives  of  both  Islands.  Tbe  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  increase  the  fund  this  year  by 
£1,000,  which  they  had  placed  on  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates,  to  be  expended  upon  children 
who  showed  an  aptitude  for  trades  and  profes- 
sions. As  to  the  school  buildings,  the  Grovern- 
ment  would  have  to  ask  for  an  increase,  as  the 
sum  at  present  available  was  not  sufficient  to  meet 
all  requirements,  and  particularly  those  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  member  who  had  last  spoken. 

Item,  £11,671  13s.  4d.,  agreed  to. 

"  Native  Lands  Frauds  Prevention  Act,  1870," 
£420. 

Mr.  SUTTON  remarked  that  no  reports  from 
the  Commissioners  had  been  furnished  this  year, 
or,  he  believed,  last  year. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  law  did  not  require 
such  reports.    They  were  made  on  two  occasions, 
but  those  were  troublous  times.    Beports  had 
only  come  in  from  one  quarter — Hawke's  Bay. 
Sir  M.  Dotifflas 


Mr.  SUTTON  thought  this  was  one  of  those 
cases  in  which  it  would  be  a  public  benefit  to 
have  reports.  There  were  only  three  districts^ 
Wellington,  Auckland,  and  Napier,  and  it  was 
advisable  that  the  public  should  be  able  to  judge 
of  the  success  or  otherwise  of  this  measure.  Hie 
own  impression  was  that  it  was  a  very  neceasarj 
institution. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  only  reports  made 
arose  out  of  matters  to  which  neither  the  honor- 
able gentleman  nor  himself  should  allude,  and 
which  were  exceptional.  They  might  as  well  ask 
for  a  return  of  all  European  sales,  leases,  and 
mortgages.  It  would  be  an  invasion  of  private 
rights  to  require  a  return  of  these  land  transac- 
tions. He  would  have  no  objection  to  a  general 
report  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  in  each  dis- 
trict. 

Item,  £420,  agreed  to. 

Wairarapa  5  per  cent.  Land  Purchase  Aooount, 
£150,  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. 

Militia  and  Volunteers,  £34,522  12s.  lOd. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  Uke  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  necessity  for  a 
great  reduction  in  this  item.  He  thought  it  wat 
utterly  unnecessary  to  have  Volunteers  in  the 
Middle  Island,  or  in  the  City  of  Wellington. 
But  he  trusted  that  the  Government  would  not 
neglect  the  drilling  of  boys  attending  the  publio 
schools.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  the  Govern- 
ment provide  for  the  drilling  of  all  boys  attend- 
ing the  publio  schools.  He  noticed  that  there 
were  several  large  salaries  provided  for  Command* 
ing  Officers,  and  so  forth,  in  the  Middle  Island — 
items  which  he  thought  were  quite  unnecessary. 

Mr.  SHBIMSEI  also  thought  it  was  high  time 
to  reduce  the  expenditure  under  this  head.  The 
drill  instructors,  however,  who  really  did  valu- 
able work,  should  be  properly  paid. 

Mr.  fiOWEN  saia  notice  nad  been  given  to 
the  Commanding  Officers  throughout  the  Middle 
Island  that  their  services  were  to  be  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  stated  that  the  Commandioff 
Officers  in  Canterbury,  Nelson,  and  Southland 
ceased  to  hold  office  on  the  20th  of  last  month. 
On  the  general  question  he  entirely  agreed  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers.  He  thought  that  this  was  one 
of  the  most  absurd  votes  on  the  Estimates, 
and  one  on  which  a  very  great  savingcould  be 
made  with  benefit  to  the  public.  With  the 
exception  of  the  Artillery  and  Naval  Volun- 
teers, he  really  thought  the  Volunteers  in  the 
Middle  Island  were  quite  useless.  In  the  North 
Island,  except  in  the  out-districts,  there  was 
no  necessity  for  encouraging  Volunteering.  He  - 
might  state  that  the  Government  proposed  to 
make  reductions  in  this  department  to  the  amount 
of  £8,000  or  £10,000.  He  would  not  mention 
how  the  reductions  were  to  be  made,  because  if 
he  did  so  he  would  have  an  army  of  colonels  and 
majors  after  him.  The  reduction  would  only  be 
available  for  a  half>year,  so  that,  although  the 
reduction  for  the  whole  year  might  be  £10,000,  the 
actual  saving  would  only  be  £5,000.    A  portion 
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of  the  monej  so  sayed  would  go  to  increase  the 
Armed  Constabularj  Tote.  That  was  an  efficient 
force,  which  might  be  of  some  use;  but,  while 
they  had  been  keeping  up  the  Volunteer  Force, 
the  J  had  been  cutting  down  the  Armed  Con- 
stabulary Force  to  the  lowest  limit. 

Captain  BUSSELL  was  extremely  glad  to  hear 
tlie  statement  of  the  Natire  Minister.  He  ob- 
jected to  Volunteers  altogether.  He  based  his 
objection  to  the  Volunteers  on  this :  that  the 
Militia  Act  in  force  in  this  colony  provided  that 
every  man  between  sixteen  and  forty  years  of  age 
should  serve  in  the  Militia.  He  could  not  un- 
derstand what  possible  good  could  be  expected 
from  Volunteers,  excepting,  of  course,  Artillery 
and  Naval  Volunteers,  or  Cavalry  Volunteers.  At 
the  same  time,  he  thought  that  those  gentlemen 
who  bad  served  the  colony  for  some  years  as  Com- 
manding Officers  ought  to  have  a  claim  for  em- 
ployment in  the  pubUo  service  when  opportunity 
offered.  He  thought  it  was  unjust  that  a  man 
who  had  been  induced  to  take  a  certain  post,  even 
though  it  might  be  a  sinecure,  and  who  had  filled 
it  for  some  years,  should  be  suddenly  turned 
adrift  to  sink  or  swim. 

Mr.  ROWE  thought  very  differently  from  the 
Native  Minister  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier  on  this  subject.  The  expenditure  in  con- 
nection with  the  Volunteers  in  tne  Middle  Island 
was  so  much  money  wasted.  The  oase  was,  how- 
ever, different  in  the  North  Island.  In  districts 
such  as  his  own,  where  there  was  a  large  Native 
population,  he  thought  the  Government  should 
encourage  the  Volunteer  Force  to  a  much  larger 
extent  than  they  had  hitherto  done.  The  proper 
action  for  the  Government  to  take  in  this  matter 
would  be  to  drill  the  young  people  in  the  schools, 
and  encourage  the  military  spirit  among  them.  He 
saw  provision  was  made  for  two  drill  instructors 
at  the  Thames.  He  knew  that  only  one  of  them 
.  did  any  work,  and  one  was  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  move.  That  the  rote 
be  reduced  by  £4,000.  If  that  were  done  the 
Government  would  still  have  enough  money  to 
maintain  the  Volunteers.  If  the  House  agreed  to 
strike  off  this  sum,  the  Government  would  be  in 
a  position  to  make  such  reductions  in  the  Volun- 
teer Force  as  they  thought  proper.  He  might 
say  that,  if  the  Militia  were  cidled  out,  the  ammu- 
nition in  the  colony  would  be  found  to  be  greatly 
insufficient  in  quantity. 

Mr.  GISBOKNE  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  consider  well  before  they  disbanded  the 
Volunteers  in  the  North  Island.  It  was  very 
distasteful  to  people  to  be  called  out  as  Militia- 
men, and  it  possibly  might  cause  many  to  leave 
the  colony.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
Militiamen  were  not  trained,  while  the  Volun- 
teers were  always  ready  to  take  the  field.  The 
Volunteers  had  already  distinguished  themselves, 
and  the  colony  might  require  their  services  again. 

Mr.  TAI AROA  wished  to  know  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Rowe)  what 
the  Volunteers  had  to  do  there.  He  would  like 
to  know  whom  they  were  goine  to  fight  against. 
There  could  be  no  Maori  war,  for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  if  the  present  Government  remained  in 
in  office  there  would  be  peace  between  the  two 
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races,  and,  if  the  honorable  member  would  sup- 
port the  present  Gt)vemment,  that  would  be  main- 
taining peace. 

Mr.  ROWE  considered  that  the  best  way  to 
maintain  peace  was  to  be  always  ready  to  fight. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI  thought  that  men  who  took 
an  interest  in  Volunteering  should  give  their  ser- 
vices gratuitously. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  concurred  in  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Captain  Rus- 
sell). In  his  own  opinion  all  the  Volunteers  in 
the  colony  ought  to  be  got  rid  of,  excepting  the 
Naval  and  Artillery  Corps.  They  were  of  some 
use,  but  the  rest  were  worse  than  useless.  The 
best  way  to  prevent  a  Native  outbreak  would  be 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  percussion  caps. 
The  vote  might  very  well  be  reduced  by  £10,000. 
The  Militia  distinguished  themselves  during  the 
Maori  war,  but  he  did  not  know  that  the  Volun- 
teers had  done  much. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that  anyone  who  studied 
the  history  of  the  late  Native  war  would  know 
that  the  Volunteers  had  done  as  much  good  aa 
any  other  body  which  took  part  in  the  various 
engagements. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  thought  a  considerable  saving 
might  be  made  by  doing  away  with  a  number  of 
the  commanding  officers.  Their  work  might  be 
done  by  efficient  drill  instructors.  He  did  not 
see  how  any  reduction  could  be  made  in  any  other 
way.  When  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden 
said  that  the  Militiamen  distinguished  themselves 
more  than  the  Volunteers  during  the  late  war,  he 
was  evidently  talking  without  thinking.  Perhaps 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  remember  the 
battle  which  was  fought  at  Mauku.  Did  ever  forty 
soldiers  stand  up  against  an  enemy  on  the  open 
ground  and  fight  as  they  did  ?  They  had  heard 
of  soldiers  allowing  the  Natives  to  rush  through 
their  ranks,  and  Uiey  were  men  who  had  been 
trained  from  their  youth  to  the  use  of  arms; 
but  they  had  never  heard  of  the  Volunteers 
doing  that.  The  Natives  did  not  rush  through 
the  ranks  until  the  Volunteers  were  out  to  pieces. 
The  Volunteers  were  ready  at  all  times  to  defend 
their  hearths  and  homes,  but  they  were  not  thought 
much  of  by  the  ''regulars"  because  there  was 
not  enough  red-tape  about  them.  Men  who  spoke 
in  that  way  about  the  Volimteers  knew  nothing 
about  them.  He  considered  that  a  reduction 
might  be  made  in  the  number  of  Commanding 
Officers.  If  the  Volunteers  were  not  efficient,  it 
was  the  fault  of  the  House  in  not  framing  proper 
regulations,  and  because  there  was  no  proper 
control. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  ex^ned  that  he  did  not 
doubt  the  courage  of  the  Volunteers.  He  mer^ 
complained  that  they  were  not  disciplined.  He 
had  served  in  the  war  on  the  East  Coast,  and  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Volunteers 
were  not  fitted  for  war.  The  Militia,  on  the  con- 
trary, did  remarkably  well  on  sereial  occasions, 
and  the  Cavalry  Volunteers  did  good  service ;  but 
many  of  them  were  old  soldiers,  and  all  of  them 
were  well  disciplined.  In  fact,  Volunteering  was 
simply  playing  at  soldiers.  Some  of  the  Volun- 
teer regiments  consisted  of  a  captain,  a  lieu- 
tenant, three  men,  and  a  large'  band. 
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Mr.  NAHE  was  sorry  to  hear  anything  said 
against  the  Volunteers.  The  objection  appeared 
to  be  ill  regard  to  the  money,  but  he  thought 
that  money  should  be  spent  to  make  them  sol- 
diers and  Volunteers.  They  did  not  know  the 
feelings  of  the  outside  Natires  to  the  Europeans 
and  the  friendly  Natives,  and  they  ought  to  be 
ready  to  meet  those  Natives.  If  the  people 
of  the  country  did  not  teach  themseWes  to  be 
{■oldiers  they  would  hare  to  call  for  assistance 
from  elsewhere,  and  that  would  cost  more  money. 
Ho  objected  to  money  being  spent  on  Native 
Assessors  in  some  of  the  districts.  He  did  not 
know  what  good  they  did  to  the  people.  TUcy 
did  not  work,  and  the  European  Bdagistrates  had 
to  do  it  alh  He  therefore  thought  that  the 
money  which  was  being  spent  on  Natiye  Asses- 
tors  was  wasted,  and  it  would  be  better  to  spend 
it  on  Volunteers. 

Mr.  SHE  EH  AN  had  said  nothing  in  disparage- 
ment of  the  Volunteers  in  the  North  Island,  but 
thought  the  colony  should  only  pay  for  their 
services  in  outside  districts,  such  as  the  Thames. 
If  all  the  Volunteers  were  like  those  at  the 
Thames  he  should  have  faith  in  them,  but  there 
were  places  where  Volunteering  was  a  perfect 
farce.  He  had  seen  Volunteer  inspections  at 
which  there  were  seven  grown-up  people,  five 
cadets,  two  or  three  officers,  and  a  commanding 
officer,  who  sent 'them  out  in  skirmisliing  order, 
while  a  band  of  fifteen  men  played  for  their 
amusement.  That  was  the  sort  of  thing  he  ob- 
jected to  paying  money  for. 

Item  as  reduced,  £30,522  128.  lOd.,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. 

Constabulary,  £183,625  10s. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  one  thing  which  was  very 
unsatisfactory  in  Otago,  and  he  believed  also  in 
Canterbury.  That  was,  that  the  Constabulary, 
instead  of  being  a  civil  force,  were  turned  into  a 
military  force.  Rifles  had  been  sent  down,  and 
the  men  had  been  put  under  regular  military 
drilL  He  would  alwavs  oppose  any  GK>vemment 
that  maintained  a  military  force  instead  of  a 
civil  force  in  Otago.  He  hoped  the  Cbvemment 
would  not  keep  up  that  force. 

Mr.  McLEAN  was  sorry  the  honorable  gentle- 
man should  be  so  very  severe  about  putting  a 
musket  into  a  "Peeler's"  hand.  It  could  do 
no  possible  harm  to  train  the  men  in  the  Middle 
Island,  when  reductions  were  being  made  in  the 
Armed  Constabulary.  They  were  not  likely  to 
be  called  upon  to  fight,  but  the  fact  of  there 
being  a  trained  force  which  could  be  called  upon 
at  any  time  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
Native  outbreak,  because  the  Natives  knew  quite 
well  what  forces  the  Europeans  had.  There  was 
no  knowing  what  might  happen,  and  he  was  sure 
the  men  in  the  Middle  Island  would  not  object 
to  be  called  away  if  an  outbreak  should  occur, 
when  their  places  could  be  supplied  by  civilians, 
if  necessary. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought  the  objection  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  was  per- 
fectly good.  A  standing  army  was  not  required 
in  the  Middle  Island.  The  police  force  there 
Sir  S,  DouffUu 


should  be  a  civil  corps,  as  in  the  Home  country. 
The  best  thing  would  be  to  demilitarize  that 
force,  and  bring  them  back  to  their  old  condition. 
During  the  recess  the  Government  would  turn 
their  attention  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  BOWEN  would  like  to  say,  with  regard 
to  demilitarizing  the  police  force,  that  eveijbody 
was  agreed  that  the  police  should,  as  £ar  as  pos- 
sible, be  a  civil  force.  But  this  was  one  of  the 
cases  in  which  there  had  been  a  vigorous  attoropt 
at  economy,  which  resulted  as  usual  in  strong 
opposition.  The  late  Government  reduced  the 
number  of  the  Armed  Constabulary  in  the  North 
Island  by  200  men  and  a  large  number  of  officers, 
thereby  saving  about  £30,000  a  year.  This  was 
really  a  reduction  of  expenditure  worth  making. 
They  had  not  dared,  however,  and  could  not  even 
now  attempt,  to  make  such  a  reduction  without 
having  a  reserve  force  in  case  of  emergency. 
This  they  succeeded  in  establishing,  without  in 
any  way  altering  the  discipline  or  management  of 
the  pohce  force  in  the  South  Island,  by  sending 
down  some  rifles  and  having  the  men  drilled  in 
spare  hours.  It  was  a  very  slight  sacrifice  for 
the  South  Island  to  make  that  its  poUoe  should 
be  trained  to  the  use  of  arms  in  case  of  emer- 
gency  in  the  North  Ishind.  No  call  could  be 
made  on  the  southern  police  for  military  serrioe 
unless  a  special  emergency  arose. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  was  very  glad  to  hear  the 
explanation  given  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Kaiapoi  with  regard  to  sending  guns  down  to  the 
pohce  in  Otago. 

Mr.  REES  said  there  were  definite  powers 
under  the  Act  by  which  the  Constabulary  oould 
have  been  called  into  the  field  and  put  on  active 
service.  They  would  not  have  been  amenable  to 
any  civil  tribunal,  but  would  have  been  under 
military  rule.  There  was  no  harm  in  polioemea 
being  drilled  in  the  use  of  firearms,  but  what 
they  wanted  was  a  body  of  men  who  would  per- 
form real  police  duties. 

Mr.  SHRIM8KI  thought  the  constables  ou^ht 
to  be  paid  at  a  higher  rate  than  6s.  per  &j, 
for  they  had  responsible  duties,  and  had  to 
be  out  day  and  night  in  all  weather.  Ordinarf 
labourers  received  Ss.  a  day.  The  increase  in  pej 
might  be  provided  for  by  reducing  the  numoer 
of  constalues  in  Wellington,  where  there  were 
fifty  or  sixty,  many  of  whom  had  really  nothing 
to  do. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that  it  was  the  military 
portion  of  the  force  which  received  6b.  a  day  in 
the  North  Island.  They  did  not  do  civil  work } 
and  there  was  a  clear  distinction  between  the  two 
classes  in  the  force. 

Captain  RUSSELL  held  that,  if  the  colony 
could  get  the  services  of  good  men  at  6s.  a  day, 
they  would  be  foolish  to  go  out  of  their  way  to 
pay  more  money.  Some  men  had  a  great  obiec* 
tion  to  manual  labour,  and  preferred  to  shoulder 
firearms  rather  than  to  break  stones.  He  had 
no  feeling  whatever  on  the  subject  if  it  was  de- 
termined that  these  men  should  walk  about  the 
streets  in  blue  coats  with  rifies  over  their  shoul- 
ders. Honorable  members  overlooked  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  smartest  and  most  distinguished 
corps  in  the  world  was  a  corps  almost  identical  isi 
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oliaracter  with  the  Constabulary  of  New  Zealand. 
He  referred  to  the  rural  police  of  Ireland,  who 
were  a  highly-trained  body  of  men.  It  had  been 
•aid  that  tbey  had  committed  an  innovation  by 
establishing  the  New  Zealand  force,  but  the  in- 
noyation  was  committed  in  organizing  the  Irish 
rural  police. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  that  the  rule  which 
had  been  developed  of  putting  ererything  on  one 
level  was  doing  a  great  injustice  in  this  way:  The 
police-constables  receiTcd  the  same  rate  of  pay 
wherever  tbey  were  stationed.  The  effect  of  that 
was  that  a  man  might  have  a  salary  upon  which 
he  might  live  comfortably  in  a  town  sucn  as  Dun- 
edin,  Auckland,  or  Welfington,  where  provisions 
were  cheap,  and  where  he  could  buy  clothing  at 
a  cheap  rate,  but  when  he  was  stationed  one 
hundred  miles  up-country  with  the  same  pay  he 
would  be  driven  from  the  force.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  police  stationed  on  the  gold  fields 
in  Otago  received  such  a  small  rate  of  pay  that 
they  had  been  obliged  either  to  leave  the  service 
or  be  dishonest.  That  was  a  most  important 
matter,  which  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
oonsider,  as  uniform  pay  was  incompatible  with 
jnatice  under  such  circumstances. 

Dr.  HENRY  said  the  Dolice  on  the  gold  fields 
should  certainly  be  paia  more  than  they  now 
received.  If  they  wished  to  secure  efficient  men 
tbey  must  give  tbem  a  higher  rate  of  pay.  The 
pay  received  under  the  provincial  authorities  was 
eontiderably  higher  than  that  now  given,  and  the 
result  of  the  reduction  was  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  dissatisfaction  in  the  force. 

Mr.  SUTTON  stated  that  there  were  localities 
where  the  men  could  not  live  on  the  same  rate  of 
pay  as  they  could  in  other  places.  In  case  of  any 
ontbreak  or  disturbance  the  Armed  Constabulary 
would  be  an  efficient  force,  a  nucleus  around 
which  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  could  rally. 
He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  a 
force  such  as  they  had  at  present.  The  difficulty 
that  had  been  mentioned  would  be  got  over  by 
the  Government  issuing  some  further  regulations 
in  regard  to  the  men  stationed  on  tlie  gold  fields, 
•o  that  they  might  receive  some  extra  pay.  He 
believed  a  regulation  was  issued  in  the  Oazeile 
tome  time  ago  under  which  constables  residing 
in  settled  districts  received  Is.  a  day  extra,  and 
he  believed  that  policemen  in  Wellington  re- 
ceived this. 

Mr.  MURRAY- AYNSLEY  observed  that  when 
the  gold  fields  started  in  Canterbury  they  gave 
what  was  called  a  "  gold  fields  allowance  "  to  the 
police  stationed  there.  A  great  deal  of  discon- 
tent existed  among  the  police  owine  to  the  recent 
changes  that  h&d  been  made.  For  instance,  a  ser- 
eeant-major  who  was  receiving  18s.  or  13s.  6d.  a 
day  was  suddenly  told  that  his  pay  had  been  re- 
duced to  lOs.  That  was  a  great  hardship  upon 
lon^-service  men,  who  had  never  had  any  com- 
plaiots  made  against  them.  He  hoped  the  Minister 
of  Justice  would  take  these  cases  into  his  con- 
sideration, BO  that  those  men,  there  only  being  four 
■ergeant-majors,  should  have  full  pay  given  to 
them,  for  it  would  not  involve  an  outlay  of  more 
than  £200  a  year  altogether.    Any  new  sergeant- 


majors  might  come  under  the  existing  regula- 
tions. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  there  was  a  good  deal 
in  the  argument  against  applying  the  same  rate 
of  pay  to  members  of  the  police  force  wherever 
they  might  be  stationed.  The  Government 
should  have  some  discretion  in  the  matter  of 
giving  the  police  stationed,  say,  on  the  gold  fields 
on  the  West  Coast  a  higher  rate  of  pay  than 
those  stationed  at  Christchurch.  They  were 
really  doing  an  injustice  to  the  men  stationed  on 
the  gold  fields  by  not  giving  them  a  rate  of  pay 
in  proportion  to  the  expense  of  living. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  had  found  this  a  very  un- 
pleasant and  unsatisfactory  question  to  deal  with ; 
but  there  was  a  principle  which  ought  to  guide 
them  in  dealing  with  these  salaries.  He  thought 
that  in  the  gold-field  districts  and  in  the  out-dis- 
tricts a  difference  ought  to  be  made  in  the  rate  of 
pay  given  to  men  stationed  there.  The  Govern- 
ment would  endeavour  to  make  some  alteration  in 
this  respect. 

Mr.  SWANSON  believed  the  principal  objec- 
tion to  giving  these  men  mihtary  training  and 
drill  was  that  it  had  a  tendency  to  alienate 
them  from  the  people — to  call  into  existence  a 
separate  caste.  In  the  ordinary  poUce  force  there 
was  a  certain  amount  of  sympathy  between  the 
men  and  the  people  of  the  place  at  which  they 
were  stationed.  The  police  did  not  like  to 
be  moved  about  from  place  to  place,  and  the 
people  did  not  like  it  either.  He  had  never 
seen  that  smart  and  efficient  police  force  in  Ire- 
land, but  he  had  heard  a  great  deal  about  them. 
He  remembered  the  murders  and  other  outrages 
that  were  committed  in  Ireland  some  years  ago. 
The  constabulary  were  called  out,  and  the  whole 
thing  was  commented  on  in  the  London  Timet, 
But  it  was  found  that  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
murderers  to  justice  they  were  perfectly  unfit. 
Thev  rode  down  to  the  scene,  there  was  a  great 
jingling  of  swords,  but  they  did  not  get  the  people 
who  were  wanted.  These  men  might  be  very  good 
in  a  riot  or  in  the  open  field,  but  not  in  the  de- 
tection and  apprehension  of  criminals.  Another 
matter  to  whidi  he  wished  to  call  attention  was 
this :  that,  when  complaints  were  made  against 
the  police  in  any  district,  those  complaints  sliould 
not  be  left  to  be  investigated  by  the  police  them- 
selves. He  knew  of  one  case  where  a  complaint  was 
made.  The  complaint  was  forwarded  to  Welling- 
ton, instructions  were  sent  back  to  the  officer  to 
investigate  the  case,  the  inquiry  was  made  secretly 
amongst  the  police  themselves,  the  persons  com- 
plaining were  never  communicated  with,  and  the 
result  was  that  a  report  was  sent  back  to  Wel- 
lington stating  that  everything  was  perfectly  cor- 
rect, and  that  there  were  no  grounds  for  the  com- 
plaint. He  knew,  as  a  fact,  that  there  were 
grounds  for  it.  He  hoped  that  in  future  those 
matters  would  be  referred  to  some  outside  au- 
thority for  investi^tion. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  did  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood 
in -his  opinion  about  the  Irish  police.  They  were 
a  fine  body  of  men,  who  admirably  served  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  required.  He  did 
not  wish  to  see  a  military  force  established  in 
New  Zealand ;  but  there  liad  been  oiroomstanoet 
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in  thU  colony  which  required  the  pretence  of  an 
armed  force,  jutt  as  there  were  circumttancet  in 
Irehind  once  that  requiieil  an  armed  force  there. 
Thej  did  not  a«k  that  the  police  tbould  be  dea  It 
with  as  a  military  police,  hut  that  thej  thould,  in 
their  spare  hours,  be  trained  to  the  use  of  arms, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  assist  the  police  of  the 
North  Island,  should  the  necessity  arise. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  thought  it  possible  that  a 
uniform  rate  of  pay  would  inflict  great  hardship 
in  some  cases.  It  would  be  unfair  to  expect  men 
to  accept  8s.  a  day  in  districts  where  the  ordinary 
rate  of^  wages  was  10s.  a  day.  Many  of  the 
police  oil  the  West  Coast  were  men  with  large 
families,  which  could  not  be  maintained  on  8s. 
a  day.  In  fact,  many  of  the  best  men  in  the  ser- 
Tice  had  already  resigned,  and  many  more  would 
also  resign  unless  a  more  reasonable  rate  of  pay 
was  given  them.  He  was  glad  the  Goremment 
intended  doin^  justice  in  this  matter  by  increasing 
the  remuneration  to  police  officers  on  gold  fields. 

Item,  £133,625  10s.,  agreed  to. 

Contingent  Defence,  j^,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. 

Goremment  Domains,  £1,191  4«.,  agreed  to. 

Public  Buildings,  £24,715,  agreed  to. 

Office  of  the  Colonial  Architect,  £2,225. 

Mr.  STOUT  saw  no  reason  why  the  salaries  in 
the  Colonial  Architect's  Office  should  be  increased. 
The  amount  Toted  last  >ear  was  £1,955.  He 
would  therefore  more,  That  the  item  be  reduced 
by  £225. 

Item  as  reduced,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. 

Bailways,  £434>143,  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Saturday,  2Uh  November,  1877. 


Second  Resdiogft— Third  Resdingt— Call  of  the  Council- 
Gold  Mining  Districts  Bill— Crown  Bedrets  Bill  No.  2. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaexb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Cemeteries  Bill,  Hokonui  Education  Beserre 
Bill,  Marine  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Otago  Girls'  and  Boys'  High  Schools  Bill,  Wel- 
lington Reserres  Bill,  Little  River  Exchange  Bill, 
New  Plymouth  ReserTcs  Bill,  Waikouaiti  Athe- 
neum  Bill. 

CALL  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  I  would  not 
hare  moved  the  motion  standing  in  my  name  un- 
less some  important  business  was  coming  before 
the  Council ;  and  we  have  every  reason  to  know 
Vr.  JBowtH 


that  during  the  next  week  or  fortnight  my 
important  business  will  be  brought  before  us, 
%»liich  will,  I  think,  justify  a  Call  of  the  CoonciL 
Not  only  are  there  sereral  members  absent,  but 
other  members  contemplate  leaving.  The  impor- 
tant business  that  I  allude  to  is  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Land  Bill,  the  Loan  Bill,  and  also  the 
Bills  required  to  make  the  propofed  alteration 
in  the  distribution  of  the  land  revenue.  The 
la'  ter  i«  a  proposition  to  alter  the  law  which  haa 
been  in  force  in  the  colony  for  the  last  twenty 
J  ears,  and,  although  the  time  has  now  arrived 
that  some  change  must  be  made,  I  think  it  is  as 
important  a  question  as  is  likely  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  for  years  to  conoe.  I 
therefore  think  that  there  ought  to  be  a  fall  at- 
tendance. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ''That, 
taking  into  consideration  the  important  businese 
likely  to  come  before  the  Council  dunni^  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  it  is  deiirable  that  a 
Call  of  the  Council  be  made  for  Fridav,  the  30th 
instant."— (JJoa.  Mr.  Buckley.) 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— The  honor- 
able member  has  not  given  a  veir  good  reason 
why  he  has  taken  a  very  unusual  step  at  such 
a  period  of  the  session.  I  hardly  think  that 
honorable  membera  who  were  absent  could  have 
been  ignorant  for  several  days  past  as  to  what 
the  policy  of  the  Government  was,  and,  if  they 
entertained  strong  views,  I  certainly  think  thmt, 
with  the  present  improved  means  of  commmii- 
cation  in  the  colony,  we  should  have  heard 
of  their  intention  to  come  back.  We  have, 
for  this  period  of  the  session,  a  very  stronc 
Council.  I  hardly  remember  ever  seeing  so  fuu 
a  Council  at  this  period,  and  I  think  it  would 
not  be  well  to  put  gentlemen  to  the  incon- 
venience, without  the  excuse  of  extreme  neoea- 
sity,  of  returning  to  Wellington.  I  have  not 
counted  heads,  and  have  not  canvassed  honwable 
gentlemen's  opinions,  and  therefore  I  cannot  saj 
whether  a  call  of  the  Council  would  be  at  aU 
likelv  to- affect  our  ultimate  decision.  I  appre- 
hena  we  represent  among  ourselres  a  very  &ir 
average  of  opinion,  and  if  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  carried  it  will  be  by  memben 
who  come  from  those  provinces  which  are  moat 
interested  in  the  Government  proposals,  and  which 
will  sacrifice  most  by  the  adoption  of  them.  I 
think  almost  all  the  members  from  Canterbury 
and  Otago,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  ajr« 
here;  whereas  some  members  from  provincea 
not  so  directly  interested  are  not  here.  I  think, 
therefore,  there  is  no  particular  reason  why  we 
should  disturb  honorable  gentlemen  by  dragging 
them  from  their  homes  merely  for  the  sake  of 
giving  their  voices  upon  thb  one  question.  If 
the  Government,  who  are  most  interested  in  car- 
lying  out  their  proposals,  are  content  to  take 
the  verdict  of  the  Council  as  it  at  present  stands, 
I  cannot  understand  what  object  there  can  be 
in  persons  who  hold  contrary  views  urging  the 
Council  to  consent  to  a  Call,  which  will  only 
have  the  effect  of  strengthening  those  who  favour 
the  opinions  of  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  should  be 
glad  to  support  the  motion  were  it  not  for  the 
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great  inconvenience  which  would  be  caused  to  a 
gentleman  who  has  got  leare  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session — one  who,  whilst  here,  took  upon 
himself  a  large  part  of  the  work.  I  mean  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  wlio  would  be  put  to  a  great 
deal  of  inconTenience.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  two  gentlemen  away  who,  even  when  in  Wel- 
lington, are  generally  conspicuous  bj  their  ab- 
sence from  the  Council.  It  would  be  of  very 
little  use  to  call  them  here  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  think  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Colonial  Secretary  are  not  altogether 
conrincing.  He  says  that  the  Government  are 
content  with  the  Council  as  it  stands.  Now,  as 
far  as  I  can  foresee  the  questions  of  importance 
likely  to  come  before  the  Council,  I  think  I  am 
a  supporter  of  the  Goremment ;  but  I  think  it 
would  be  more  satisfactory  that  we  should  have 
the  greatest  possible  number  of  members  present 
to  diicuss  the  Government  proposals.  I  shall 
not  regret  very  much  if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley's 
motion  is  not  carried,  as  I  have  some  sympathy 
with  honorable  gentlemen  who  would  be  incon- 
Tenienced  by  having  to  return  for  a  few  days  ,* 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  feel  bound  to  support  the 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  also  feel  bound  to 
support  the  resolution.  I  quite  recognize,  with 
the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  the  services  Mr.  Bonar 
has  rendered  to  the  Council,  which  I  believe 
would  give  him  a  special  claim  to  consideration  ; 
and  I  think  that  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
Council  to  extend  consideration  to  him  if  a  Call 
were  made.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  there 
are  a  sufficient  number  of  members  here  to  trans- 
act the  business,  whether  the  Government  wants 
other  members  to  attend,  or  whether  one  party 
or  another — if  there  be  such  things  as  parties  in 
this  Council,  which  I  do  not  at  all  believe — 
would  be  strengthened  if  a  Call  were  made ;  but 
it  is  a  question  whether  or  not,  on  an  occasion 
when  we  are  to  have  before  us  the  most  im- 
portant measures  that  have  been  before  the 
Council  for  many  years,  we  should  not  call  upon 
all  members  of  the  Council  to  put  t'hemselves 
to  equal  inconvenience.  No  doubt  it  would  be 
inconvenient  for  some  gentlemen  to  attend  in 
their  places,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  to  many 
of  us  now  here  it  is  just  as  inconvenient  to 
remain  as  it  would  be  to  others  to  come  back.  I 
know  that  it  is  not  only  a  matter  of  inconveni- 
ence to  myself  to  remain  here,  but  personal  loss, 
and  daily  worry  and  anxiety.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  reasonable  that,  while  some  honorable  mem- 
bers feel  it  to  be  their  duty,  notwithstanding  these 
circumstances,  to  remain  at  their  posts,  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  have  not  the  same  keen  sense 
of  duty  should  be  exempted  from  attendance. 
In  the  present  crisis  I  think  it  is  right  that  all 
members  should  be  in  their  places,  and  I  shall 
therefore  support  the  motion.  If  any  honorable 
member  does  not  attend  in  his  place  Ue  can  make 
a  representation  to  the  Council^  and  the  Council 
if  it  thinks  fit  need  not  impose  any  penalty  or 
fine. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  do  not 
wish  to  add  anything  to  what  I  said  on  a  cognate 
subject  yesterday  thiS^  might  be  in  the  least  offen- 


sive, but  I  must  express  the  sense  I  entertain 
of  the  responsibility  that  attaches  not  only  to  the 
Council  but  to  the  Gx>vemment  in  this  matter. 
We  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves  that  the  policy 
which  the  Government  propose  is  one  which,  re- 
versing, as  it  does,  the  system  which  has  been 
in  existence  for  twenty  years,  materially  affects 
many  and  various  interests  and  rights.  I  would 
not  have  referred  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment if  it  had  not  been  for  what  the  Colonial 
Secretary  said.  I  rather  hoped  that  the  honor- 
able and  gallant  gentleman  would  have  more 
fully  explained  his  policy  to  the  House.  It  is 
quite  true,  as  the  honorable  member  says,  that 
we  ought  to  be  aware  of  what  is  going  on ;  but, 
speaking  with  all  due  respect  to  him  and  to  his 
position,  I  should  like  very  much  tO  learn  from 
himself  in  a  direct  form  what  the  Ministerial 
proposals  really  are.  It  is  quite  true  a  paper 
has  been  circulated  which  we  know  as  the  Second 
Financial  Statement ;  and  that  the  cardinal  fea- 
ture of  it  is  the  adding  of  the  Land  Fund  to 
the  consolidated  revenue.  But  I  think,  in  a  mat- 
ter of  so  much  consequence,  it  would  be  very 
desirable  that  we  should  have  more  precisely 
stated  to  us  in  what  shape  effect  is  to  oe  given 
to  that  scheme.  I  thoroughly  admit  that  the 
Government  are  not  to  blame  in  this  matter 
so  far,  because  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  not  yet  decided  upon  the  particular  form 
the  scheme  will  take,  and  untu  then  it  may 
be  said  to  be  only  an  inchoate  proposal.  But 
every  one  in  the  Council  must  see  that  a  vast 
amount  of  statute  law,  which  has  sprung  into 
existence  since  the  policy  of  borrowing  became 
its  leading  feature,  will  be  greatly  affected  by  the 
proposals  of  the  GK)vernment.  The  honorable 
and  gallant  gentleman  will  admit  that  one  of  two 
things  must  be  done :  Either  the  completion  of 
that  policy,  after  its  acceptance  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  must  be  postponed  till  next  ses- 
sion so  far  as  regards  giving  legal  effect  to  it,  or 
we  must  have  time  to  discuss  in  the  Council  the 
measures  which  will  give  effect  to  that  policy,  at 
least  equal  to  the  time  occupied  in  tue  same 
work  by  the  other  House.  Incidentally,  too,  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government  largely 
affect  legislation  already  before  us.  I  ask  my 
honorable  and  gallant  friend  to  do  the  Coimcil  the 
justice  of  showing  how  he  will  advise  the  Coun- 
cil as  to  the  effect  which  his  financial  proposals 
will  have  upon  the  numerous  schemes  now  under 
consideration  in  both  Houses  for  the  reservation 
of  large  areas  of  land.  Surely  we  are  entitled 
to  know  the  opinion  of  the  Government  as  to 
how  we  can  make  those  proposals  harmonize  with 
the  new  financial  policy  before  the  other  House  ? 
There  is  now  before  Parliament  a  proposal  to 
take  the  Land  Fund  into  the  consolidated  reve- 
nue ;  and  simultaneously  we  are  now  consider- 
ing schemes  to  reserve  large  areas  of  land,  nearly 
a  million  and  a  half  acres,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  new  railways.  A  Committee  is  still 
investigating  these  schemes,  and,  so  far  as  the 
evidence  goes,  it  is  to  the  effect  that,  as  regards  a 
laree  part  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  reserved,  it 
will  exhaust  the  only  land  which  can  be  looked 
to  as  a  source  of  immediate  revenue.    If  that  be 
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proTed,  after  further  consideration  and  a  more 
complete  conspectus  of  the  efiects  that  will  flow 
from  the  reservatione,  surelj  we  are  entitled  to 
ask  the  Goyemment  to  tell  us  what  will  he  the 
effect  upon  their  financial  policy.  If  it  he  true 
that,  hj  the  reserres  we  are  asked  to  make,  we 
depriye  ourselyes  of  present  revenue  from  the 
sale  of  land,  would  it  not  be  a  serious  question 
whether  the  revenue  will  derive  real  advantage 
firom  our  taking  the  Land  Fund  ?  Moreover,  we 
know  that  in  taking  the  Land  Fund  the  very 
first  step  wiU  be  to  repeal  the  Financial  Arrange- 
ments Act.  When  that  Act  is  repealed,  what  is 
the  provision  which  the  Government  proposes  to 
make  for  meeting  the  liabiUties  already  placed 
upon  the  Land  Fund,  when  all  these  large  re- 
terves  are  made  ? 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB.— Sir,  are  we  not 
straying  from  the  question  before  the  Council  ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  question  is, 
whether  or 'not  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  Call 
of  the  CounciL  Some  honorable  members  have 
argued  that  it  is  desirable  for  the  reasons  given, 
and  others  have  argued  that  It  is  not  desirable 
for  the  reasons  given.  Therefore  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.  — I  am 
rather  surprised  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser  should 
think  there  is  any  disorder  in  referring  to  a 
cardinal  point  brought  before  us  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  Does  the  honorable  gentleman  the 
Colonial  Secretary  think  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  a  Call  of  the  Council  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.  —  Nothing 
at  all. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Well.  I 
think  that  is  the  very  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  which  the  Council  has  a  right  to 
complam.  My  honorable  friend  laughs  at  and 
treats  with  contempt  a  reasonable  and  temperate 
reference  to  subjects  which  appear  to  members  of 
some  experience  in  the  Council  to  be 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.  — I  must 
really  rise  to  ask  your  ruling.  Sir.  The  honorable 
gentleman  makes  the  statement  that  I  have  made 
the  motion  before  the  Council.  I  state  that  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  motion.  He  then 
proceeds  again  to  direct  a  lecture  at  me.  I  say  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  bringing  of  the  motion, 
and  I  must  ask  your  protection.  Sir,  against  this 
unusual  scolding.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  did  not 
bring  forward  this  motion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— If  the 
honorable  gentleman  really  understands  what  he 
ia  speaking  about,  he  must  know  that  I  said 
nothing  of  the  sort.  I  was  directing  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  several  points :  First,  I  urged 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  should  give  fuller 
information  to  the  Council  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
legislation  by  which  the  Government  intend  to 
give  effect  to  their  proposals;  secondly,  I  was 
urging  that,  if  we  had  a  true  idea — not  from 
any  statement  which  the  honora1)le  gentleman  has 
bought  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  the  Council,  but 
from  the  ordinary  sources  of  public  information 
—of  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Government, 
we  must  realize  the  fuet  that  there  u  a  vast 
change  about  to  be  made  in  the  Statute  law  of 
Mon,  Sir  F,  Dillon  Bell 


the  country,  which  cannot  be  done  in  a  hunj, 
and  which  ought  to  receive  the  attention  of 
the  whole  Council.  That  is  wliy  I  shall  sup- 
port the  motion  of  the  Hon.  3u*.  Buckley.  I 
am  not  sorry  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  by  the 
use  of  words  like  others  which  were  very  offensive 
to  me  yesterday,  has  enabled  me  to  take  notice  of 
what  he  said.  The  honorable  member  has  again 
used  those  words  that  I  was  giving  him  a  lec- 
ture  

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  referring  to  a  previous  debate.. 

The  Hop.  Sir  F.  DJLLON  BELL.— I  cert«inly 
would  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate,  but  the 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  has  just  said 
that  I  was  giving  him  a  "  lecture." 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— In  that  respect  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  quite  in  order  in  referring 
to  what  has  just  occurred. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  am  not 
going  to  refer  to  a  previous  debate ;  I  am  not 
such  a  tiro  as  to  give  my  honorable  friend  a 
chance  of  calling  me  to  order.  I  venture  to  say 
that,  during  a  long  Parliamentary  experience,  I 
have  never  presumed  on  a  position  I  might  hap- 
pen to  hold,  but  have  simply  tried  to  do  my  work 
without  fear  or  favour,  ana  with  due  regard  to 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  every  honorable  mem- 
ber with  whom  I  might  be  brought  into  contact. 
The  last  thing  I  would  ever  attempt  would  be  to 
put  myself  in  so  ridiculous  a  position  as  to  ad- 
minister a  "  lecture  "  to  anybody,  least  of  all  to 
one  whose  ability  and  distinguished  services  to 
the  country  I  recognize  as  fuUy  as  I  do  those  of 
my  honorable  and  gallant  friend.  But  there  are 
occasions  when,  without  any  impertinence,  a  poli- 
tician who  feels  it  to  J)e  his  duty  to  the  interests 
of  the  country  to  complain,  may  complain,  as  I  do 
again,  of  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  light  and 
contemptuous  treatment  of  serious  subjects  by  the 
honorable  gentleman.  We  have  not  received  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  since  he  has  been  in  office 
any  information  whatever  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  He  made  one  statement  when  he 
first  joined  the  Ministry,  but  he  has  not  since 
made  any  other  declaration  of  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, still  less  of  the  means  by  which  they 
propose  to  give  effect  to  their  financial  proposals. 
We  have  not  received  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man the  guidance  which  we  are  entitled  to  receive 
from  one  who,  in  the  time  of  political  crisis  and 
of  great  difficulty,  imdertakes  the  duty  of  leading 
this  Council.  But  most  of  all  I  complain  that,  at 
a  time  when  we  are  called  upon  to  consider  ques- 
tions of  the  utmost  importance,  and  legislation  of 
the  most  fundamental  character,  we  are  threatened 
— I  use  the  word  without  any  offensive  mean- 
ing— with  a  prorogation  at  such  a  date  as  will 
make  it  impossible  for  us  to  give  proper  attention 
to  the  subjects  which  the  Government  will  bring 
before  us.  If  that  is  a  "  lecture,"  Sir,  I  adminis- 
ter it ;  if  that  is  impertinence,  I  am  guilty  of  it. 
But,  while  I  hold  a  seat  in  this  Council,  while 
the  duty  devolves  upon  me  of  assisting  in  the 
making  of  the  law,  I  will  not  without  remon- 
strance see  this  Council  treated  with  slight,  and 
with  disregard  of  the  relations  which  ought  to 
subsist  between  the  Legislature  and  the  Execu- 
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tire.  The  single  declaration  of  impoHance  in  the 
Ministerial  statement  which  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary made  when  he  took  office,  was  that  nothing 
would  be  done  this  session  to  affect  the  Land 
Fund — this,  Sir,  was  the  distinct  engagement  he 
then  made  with  the  Council.  I  thoroughly  agree 
with  him  as  to  the  policy  of  completely  rcTersing 
that  declaration,  and  doing  now  exactly  that 
which  he  informed  the  Council  there  was  no,  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  Gt>rernment  to  do. 
But  at  least  I  think  the  Council  is  entitled  to 
receire  at  the  hands  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
a  statement  of  the  reasons  wliich  have  induced 
him  to  concur  to-day  in  an  absolute  and  funda- 
mental rerersal  of  what  he  said  was  his  policy, 
and  why  he  is  going  to  do  now  the  very  thing 
which  he  assured  the  Council  in  his  first  state- 
ment that  he  and  his  colleagues  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  doing. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  well  knows  that  I  cannot  answer 
him. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.DILLON  BELL.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  is  always  entitled,  a^  a  Minister, 
to  make  any  explanation  which  he  considers  neces- 
sary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— There  is  very 
little  left  for  me  to  say  in  reply.  It  is  admitted 
by  all  that  very  important  business  is  coming 
before  the  Council.  I  wish  to  disclaim  that  in 
bringing  forward  this  motion  I  was  influenced  in 
any  way  by  party  feeling.  It  is  well  known  to 
many  honorable  members  that  the  question  of  a 
Call  of  the  Council  has  been  mooted  for  some  time 
past.  The  only  reason  I  have  heard  against  it 
IB,  that  it  might  cause  inconvenience  to  many  of 
those  honorable  members  who  are  absent.  Well, 
those  members  ore  absent  without  leave,  and,  if 
they  should  sustain  inconvenience,  that  would  be 
an  argument  in  favour  of  the  Call,  for  they  were 
showing  great  contempt  towards  the  Council  in 
not  askmg  for  an  extension  of  their  leave.  It  is 
only  justice  to  those  members  who  remain  that 
the  absentees  shall  be  compelled  to  be  present.  It 
is  well  known  that  about  the  last  week  of  the 
session  members  fall  away  very  much,  and  we  can 
hardly  expect  that  all  the  members  now  mresent 
will  be  in  attendance  at  the  prorogation.  1  think 
very  good  reason  has  been  shown  ^niy  a  Call  of  the 
Council  should  be  made.  The  questions  coming 
before  us  are  of  very  great  importance,  and  it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  as  full  an  attend- 
ance of  members  as  possible.  Of  course,  where 
members  could  show  good  reasons  for  not  respond- 
ing to  the  Call,  the  Council  would  be  ready  to  take 
th^  reasons  into  consideration. 

The  Hon.  (he  SPEAKER.— Before  puttins 
the  question  I  think  it  not  undesirable  that  I 
should  put  the  Council  in  possession  of  the  facts 
of  the  case  as  regards  the  attendance  of  members. 
The  number  of  members  of  the  Council  is  forty- 
three.  Three  members  have  had  leave  of  absence 
granted  to  them  by  the  Governor;  three  have  been 
absent  during  the  whole  session  ;  there  are  three 
whose  leave  has  expired,  and  who  will  probably 
be  present  soon — namely,  Messrs.  Acland,  Camp- 
bell, and  Gray ;  Mr.  Bonar  has  received  leave  for 
the  remainder  of  the  session  ;  and  Mr.  Peter  is 


absent  without  leave.  That  makes  a  total  of  eleven 
absentees,  and  leaves  thirty-two  members  of  the 
Council  present ;  should  those  honorable  gentle- 
men attend  whose  leave  has  expired,  that  will 
bring  the  number  up  to  thirty-five.  There  is  no 
chance  of  obtaining  the  presence  of  the  three 
members  who  are  absent  by  leave  of  the  Gt> 
vernor,  and  I  do  not  know  exactly  where  the  three 
who  have  been  absent  during  the  whole  of  the 
session  are  to  be  found — Mr.  Kohere,  Mr.  Scot- 
bind,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Taylor. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         18 

Noes         7 


Majority  for 


11 


ArEs. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 


Lieut -Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Wigley. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
The  motion  was  consequently  carried. 


Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


GOLD  MINING  DISTRICTS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  was  a  rather  re- 
markable little  Bill.  It  had  been  introduced  in 
another  place  by  an  honorable  gentleman  who  re- 
presented the  Thames  Gold  Mining  District, 
and,  after  it  hod  been  in  the  hands  of  more  than 
one  honorable  gentleman  in  the  Council,  it  had 
come  to  him  as  a  kind  of  waif.  He  had  been 
asked  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  had  consented 
to  do  so.  It  proposed  to  amend  Part  V.  of  the 
Gold  Mining  Districts  Act  in  certain  particulars 
in  which  that  Part  had  been  found  defective,  and 
it  proposed  to  amend  them  in  a  way  of  which  he 
could  not  approve  and  of  which  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  ask  the  Council  to  approve.  It  provided 
that,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  those  pro- 
visions in  Fart  Y.  of  that  Act  had  the  character  of 
established  law,  the  Governor  in  Council  should 
have  power  to  make  regulations  to  alter  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Act  in  any  way  he  deemed  neces- 
sary, and  it  proposed  to  declare  that,  whenever  any 
regulation  so  made  by  the  Governor  in  Council  was 
found  to  be  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this 
positive  law,  the  law  itself  was  to  be  held  to  be 
repealed  in  so  far  as  it  conflicted  with  the  regula- 
tions. He  had  the  greatest  possible  respect,  which 
had  not  been  lessened  by  considerable  experience, 
for  the  tribunal  of  the  Governor  in  Council,  but 
he  was  not  disposed  to  intrust  to  the  Governor 
in  Council  the  power  of  overriding  the  fixed 
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laws  of  the  colony  in  tlie  manner  proposed  by 
the  provision  of  this  Bill.  He  had  said  that  it 
was  a  remarkable  Bill.  It  was  remarkable  for 
the  provision  which  he  had  mentioned,  and  it 
was  also,  to  his  mind,  most  remarkable  as  an 
eyidence  of  the  carelessness  in  another  place 
which  could  have  permitted  a  measure  of  this 
kind  to  pass  without  its  being  challenged.  It 
would  appear  to  honorable  members  that  neither 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced  the 
Bill  nor  those  who  assisted  him  in  passing  it  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  know  anything  at  afi  about 
it,  because  there  was  one  clause,  the  5th,  which 
declared  that  "  all  regulations  hereunder  "  should 
be  "  made  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in 
respect  to  general  regulations  under  Fart  IX.  of 
the  said  Act."  Now,  Part  IX.  of  the  said  Act  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  general  regulations, 
the  Part  that  had  to  do  with  eeneral  regulations 
being  Part  XI.  It  was  certainly  a  remarkable  Bill 
in  both  those  particulars.  Clause  6  was  one  with 
which  he  had  some  sympathy,  and  on  its  behalf 
he  hoped  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  Council. 
The  necessity  for  it  arose  m  this  way :  The  Gold 
Mining  Districts  Act,  which  regulated  mining  in 
the  Hauraki  District,  was  passed  in  1873.  It 
provided  that  all  rights  accruing  under  the  Act 
which  was  repealed  by  its  coming  into  operation 
should  be  presenred.  Under  the  former  law  it 
was  competent  for  the  holder  of  a  miner's  ri^ht 
to  obtain  also  a  license  for  a  machine  site ;  and  a« 
lone  as  he  continued  to  be  the  holder  of  a  miner's 
right,  for  which  he  paid  £1  per  year,  he  was 
allowed  to  continue  to  hold  a  machine  site,  for 
which  also  he  paid  £1  a  year.  Honorable  gentle- 
men who  knew  anything  at  all  of  the  early  history 
of  the  Thames  Gold  Field  knew  that  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  money  expended  in  the  erection 
of  batteries,  of  smaller  or  larger  dimensions,  over 
many  portions  of  the  field,  and  that,  when  the  real 
merits  and  capabilities  of  those  portions  of  the 
gold  field  were  discovered,  after  a  very  sad  ex- 
perience, a  great  many  of  those  smaller  machines 
were  allowed  to  stand  idle  in  the  places  where 
they  had  been  originally  erected.  The  causes 
which  had  led  to  their  being  temporarily  deserted 
in  the  way  he  described  also  led  to  the  proprietors 
ccasinff  to  hold  continuous  miners'  rights  which 
gave  t^em  the  right  to  hold  the  machine  sites  for 
flie  small  fee  of  £1.  The  121st  clause  of  "The 
Gold  Mining  Districts  Act,  1873,"  provided  that 
the  sums  payable  for  a  machine  site  should  bo 
£10,  for  a  business  site  £5,  for  a  residence  site 
£1.  Those  sums  were  to  be  payable  annually 
in  advance.  The  proprietors  of  large  establish- 
ments originally  erected,  having  a  very  great 
number  of  stampers,  and  who  were  in  possession 
of  continuous  miners'  rights,  continued  to  pay  £1 
a  year ;  while  the  owners  of  the  small  ones  that 
hod  been  deserted,  and  who  did  not  hold  con- 
tinuous miners'  rights  for  them,  found,  when 
tbey  wished  to  transfer  their  interests  under  the 
Act,  but  could  not  do  so  without  paying  the 
larger  fee  of  £10,  a  hardship  which  the  6th  clause 
of  this  Bill  proposed  to  remedy.  It  was  stated  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill 
in  another  place  that  cases  of  this  kind  had  been 
brouglit  before  the  Gold  Fields  Committee,  who 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen 


reported  that  they  were  cases  of  very  great  hard- 
ship, and  ought  to  be  remedied.  They  were  pro- 
posed to  be  remedied  by  this  Bill,  and  the  remedy 
would  be  found  in  the  6th  clause,  which  de- 
clared, — 

**  It  shall  not  be  necessary  to  pay  the  sum  of 
ten  pounds  provided  for  by  clause  one  hundred 
and  tvrenty-one  of  the  said  Act  in  respect  of 
machine  sites  taken  up  before  the  said  Act  came 
into  force,  nor  upon  assignments  or  transfers  of 
any  such  machine  sites,  although  the  person  or 
company  to  whom  such  assignments  or  transfers 
may  be  made  may  not  have  been  the  holder  or 
holders  of  a  miner's  right  continuously  from  the 
t4me  that  such  machines  sites  may  haye  been 
taken  up." 

He  was  adyised  that  there  were  not  many  per- 
sons afiected  by  this  provision,  and  that  only 
about  half  a  dozen  would  be  affected  by  the 
change.  It  was  for  the  relief  of  those  persons 
that  the  Bill  had  been  introduced. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  thought  they 
might  yery  well  pass  the  6th  clause.  He  be* 
lieved  there  were  only  small  machines  affected 
by  that  provision.  It  appeared  that  those  people 
had  been  endeavouring  to  get  redress  from  the 
Goyernment  for  four  years,  but  nothing  could  be 
done  for  them  because  the  Warden  would  not 
give  a  certificate. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CROWN  REDRESS  BILL  No.  2. 
This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
New  clause. — ^Time  within  which  action  may  be 
brought. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  moved,  That  "  six 
months"  be  inserted  instead  of  "twelve  months." 
Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  so  inserted  be  so  inserted;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sidt: — 

9 
11 


Noes 

Z         '.'.'.         ...        ] 

M^ority  against 



Ayes. 

Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Paterson, 
1  Mr.  Peacock, 
1  Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Williamson- 

Noes. 
Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Menzies, 

Captain  Eraser,  Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,         Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny,     Colonel  Whitmore. 
Mr.  Labmann, 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed,  and 
**  twelye  months"  inserted. 

Bill  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  fiye 
o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  2^h  November,  1877. 

Fini  Beading—Seoond  R«ftding8— Third  Readings^-BillB 
Piaeharged—PriTilege— Railway  Material— Waikato 
Harbour  Bill— Qiabome  Harbour  Bill— Duration  of 
Parliaments  BiU— Crown  Bedresa  Bill  No.  1. 

Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half  past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIKST  BEADINa. 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill. 

SECOND  READINO-S. 
Roxburgh  Beserre  Bill,  Southland  Boys'  and 
GKrU'  Hi^  School  Bill,  Minine  Companies  Bill, 
Ttoanaki  Koads  and  Bridges  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Foxton  Harbour  Bill,  Domicile  Bill,  Roxburgh 
Beserres  Bill,  Southland  Boys'  and  Girls'  High 
School  BUI. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 
Public  Recreation-Grounds  BiU,  Otago  Har- 
bour Board  Bill. 

PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  FOX. — Before  tbe  House  proceeds  with 
the  business  on  the  Paper,  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
prirUege  in  reference  to  a  matter  to  which  I  think 
It  mj  dutj  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 
I  am  not  going  to  raise  anj  elaborate  difcussion 
upon  the  subject,  or  to  propose  any  reference  to 
a  Select  Committee,  nor  am  I  going  to  moTc  that 
the  perpetrator  of  a  rery  gross  breach  of  priri- 
lege  shall  be  called  to  the  iMir  of  this  House.  At 
the  same  time,  the  subject  is  one  which  it  would 
not  be  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  House 
to  pass  by  without  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  it.  The  House  wiU  be  able  to  judge 
for  itself,  and  honorable  members  may,  if  they 
think  proper,  foUow  me  with  any  motion  which 
they  may  wish  to  make.  What  I  wish  to  call  at- 
tention to  is  the  report  of  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  City  of  Auckland,  before  a  large  pubUo  meet- 
ing, by  a  gentleman  who  occupies  tho  position  of  a 
member  of  this  House.  I  aUude  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West,  Dr.  WalUs. 
That  honorable  member  returned  to  Auckland, 
on  leare  given  by  this  House,  and  attended  a 
public  meeting  there.  I  wiU  simply  read  to  the 
House  a  passage  from  the  speech  he  deliyered, 
and  which  contains  the  grossest,  foulest,  and 
falsest  allegations  which  orer  paesed  from  the 
mouth  of  any  person  speaLiog  of  this  august 
Assembly — the  House  of  Representatiyes.  The 
words  spsak  for  themselyes.  They  need  no  com- 
ment from  me.  I  shaU  not  utter  a  word  of  com- 
ment upon  them  further  than  what  I  have  said. 
I  thougnt  it  riffht  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
House,  and  the  House  can  deal  with  it  as  it 
thinks  proper.  The  speaker  was  referring  to 
what  was  going  on  in  the  House,  and  he  says, — 

"But  the  cliques — the  factions — the  rings — 
who  had  held  possessbn  did  not  want  the  abuses 
deaoted  oat>  so  that  they  were  moying  earth 

VOL.  zxyii.-«2. 


and  Heaven  —  he  begged  pardon  for  using  a 
theological  expression  (laughter  and  cheers),  he 
should  have  said  moving  all  the  powers  of  earth 
and  heU — to  preserve  the  foulness  of  the  Augean 
stable  as  it  was." 

That  is  not  the  part  of  the  speech  I  object  to. 

Mr.  STOUT.— What  is  the  honorable  member 
reading  from? 

Mr.  FOX. — From  a  report  published  in  the 
Auckland  Herald  of  a  speech  delivered  by  Dr. 
Wallis  at  a  pubUo  meeting  held  there.  Now  I 
come  to  the  part  of  the  speech  which  I  think 
honorable  members  have  a  right  to  complain 
of,  and  say  whether  or  not  they  think  it  proper 
to  punish  the  honorable  member  who  used  the 
words.    He  says, — 

"  There  was  another  evil  which  the  *  unsettled 
equilibrium'  produced.  This  was,  that  it  gave 
to  the  unprincipled,  to  the  unscrupulous,  to  the 
political  trimmers  and  traders,  an  opportunity  to 
turn  matters  to  their  private  advantage.  One 
out  of  every  four  were  political  trimmers  and 
rogues.  An  even  balance  of  parties  was  the 
opportunity  of  these  {mUtical  trimmers  and  rogues 
— it  was  their  sunshine,  and  he  never  heard  of 
any  of  them  refusing  to  make  hay.  (Laughter 
and  cheers.)  He  had  heard  of  only  one  who  had 
turned  his  hay  into  cash ;  he  could  not  depose 
to  the  fact  before  a  Magistrate,  but  it  was  the 
common  talk  of  the  place,  and  there  were  many 
who  believed  it." 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — The  honorable  gentleman 
points  to  me  ;  does  he  mean  that  I  am  one  of  the 
four? 

Mr.  FOX.— I  couple  myself  with  the  honorable 
member.  We  are  all  included.  The  statement  is 
that  one  out  of  every  four  members  of  the  House 
is  a  political  trimmer  and  a  rogue.  The  passage 
about  making  hay  I  take  to  mean  that  a  member 
of  this  House  has  accepted  a  pecuniary  bribe  for 
his  vote.  He  has  not  the  courage  to  mention 
tbe  member  whom  be  characterizes  as  a  poUtical 
trimmer  and  a  rogue. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — I  think  it  only  fair  to  Dr. 
Wallis  to  point  out 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable  member 
intend  to  move  any  motion  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— If  necessary,  I  shall  move.  That 
the  House  adjourn.  The  honorable  member,  in 
bringing  forward  a  matter  of  privilege  such  as 
this,  should  not  have  taken  the  report  published 
by  one  of  the  papers  of  the  public  meeting.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  Auckland  Etenma 
Star,  which  states  that  the  journal  from  whicn 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  quoted  has  given 
utterance  to  fuse  statements.  The  honorable 
member,  before  quoting  from  one  journal,  should 
have  quoted  also  from  the  other  paper.  Here 
is  the  paragraph  published  in  the  Star  news- 
paper: — 

"  Our  contemporary  Hkewise  tries  to  get  a  back 
slap  at  Dr.  Wallis,  by  applying  specially  to  the 
House  of  jRepresentatives  his  general  remarks 
upon  the  proportion  of  trimmers  and  rogues  in 
average  representative  Assemblies." 

I  think  it  is  very  uncaUed-for  to  quote  from 
one  journal — a  party  journal — ^without  the  honor- 
able member  naying  taken  the  trouble  to  com- 
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pare  it  with  the  other  journal,  and  without  hay- 
ing referred  to  this  paper,  which  is  also  puhlished 
in  Auckland.  I  think  it  is  a  one-sided  thing  to 
do,  and  especially  as  the  honorable  member  is 
absent.  If  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West  had  been  here  to  defend  himself,  and 
to  state  what  he  did  say  at  the  public  meeting,  it 
would  hare  been  a  different  thing. 

Mr.  FOX. — I  did  not  quote  from  any  article 
in  the  paper  whatever.  I  quoted  from  the 
HercUd's  shorthand  writer's  report  of  Dr.  Wallis's 
speech. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  only  point  out  that  the  Star 
states  that  the  shorthand  report  is  not  correct  in 
the  paragraph  I  hare  read. 

"hlT,  FOi — It  contradicts  the  leading  article 
the  Herald  writes  upon  it. 

Mr.  STOUT.  —  It  contradicts  the  report,  by 
showing  that  the  Herald* »  report  applies  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  the  geneml  remarks 
which  Dr.  Wallis  made  in  regara  to  Legislative 
Assemblies.  As  this  is  a  private  members'  day, 
I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  but 
would  ask  the  honorable  member  to  refer  to  the 
report  of  the  Statue  shortjiand  writer. 

Mr.  ROWE.— The  honorable  gentleman  who 
quoted  from  the  Evening  Star  says  the  Herald 
is  a  porty  paper,  and  I  would  ask.  Is  not  the 
Auckland  Star  a  party  journal  P  Does  the  Star 
contradict  one  wora  stated  by  the  Herald  ?  Not 
one  word.  It  does  not  try  to  do  so.  I  should 
not  like  to  use  the  strong  language  which  one 
is  tempted  to  use  in  reference  to  a  member  of 
this  House  —  a  very  young  member  indeed,  a 
man  who  has  had  very  little  to  do  with  politics 
in  New  Zealand — who  comes  here,  and  does  not 
dare  to  bring  charges  in  the  House  itself  against 
any  member  of  it,  but  who,  as  soon  as  ne  is 
liberated  and  gets  back  to  Auckland,  traduces  the 
members  of  the  House  at  a  public  meeting.  Is 
there  one  word  of  truth  in  what  that  honorable 
member  says?  Is  there  a  man  in  this  House 
who  has  ever  taken  money  for  his  rote  ?  That  is 
what  Dr.  Wallis  says.  He  says  a  member  of  the 
House  has  turned  his  vote  into  cash.  Why,  Sir, 
he  would  not  dare  to  make  such  an  accusation  in 
this  House.  Some  charges  of  this  kind  have 
been  made  during  the  session.  Now,  I  am  a 
very  ordinary  member  of  Parliament,  yet  I  have 
been  connected  with  New  Zealand  politics  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  and  I  say  that  a  member 
who,  having  obtained  leave  to  be  absent  from  his 
duties,  goes  back  to  his  home  and  maligns  other 
members  of  the  House  as  Dr.  Wallis  has  done 
is  not  entitled  to  the  slightest  respect.  Does  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Stout) — I  give  him  credit  for  a  great 
deal  of  sense  sometimes — does  he  mean  to  say 
that  this  honorable  member  is  entitled  to  the 
slightest  respect  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House  to  defend  its  character  as  far 
as  he  possibly  can.  "  It  is  a  dirty  bird  that  fouls 
its  own  nest.  The  honorable  member  for  Newton 
the  other  day  found  some  fault  with  me  because 
I  went  back  to  the  Thames  and  said  the  members 

of  this  House  were  jolly  good  fellows 

Mr.  SW ANSON.— I  never  found  fault  with 
the  honorable  member  for  saying  so. 
Mr,  Stout 


Mr.  EOWE.— Well,  he  said  that  I  said  so,  and 
I  did  say  so,  and  wherever  I  went,  notwithstand- 
ing any  differences  of  opinion  I  might  hare  with 
other  honorable  members,  I  certwnly  would  say 
that  they  represented  the  intelligence,  the  worth, 
and  the  honor  of  New  2iealand,  and  any  roan  who 
would  for  one  moment  attempt  to  defame  the 
members  of  this  House  would  find  me  opposed 
to  him  absolutely.  There  are  faults,  I  dare  say, 
of  which  we  are  all  capable.  No  doubt  we  say 
some  things  even  in  this  House  which  we  are 
afterwards  sorry  for ;  but  a  man  who  will  go  out 
of  the  House  and  pander  to  the  lowest  passions 
and  tastes  of  his  constituents  by  defaming  those 
who  are  connected  with  him  is  utterly  unworthy 
of  oonsideration,  and  I  trust  the  contempt  of  the 
House  will  rest  upon  him  as  long  as  he  lives. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
motion. 

Mr.  MANDEES.— Before  leave  is  granted  to 
withdraw  the  motion,  I  wish  to  sav  a  few  words. 
I  think  that  in  all  matters  of  privilege  that  have 
been  brousht  before  this  House  the  hoense  of  the 
Press  has  been  very  largely  exercised  in  criticising 
the  actions  of  honorable  members,  but  very  many 
remarks  have  proceeded  from  honorable  members 
in  regard  to  the  remarks  of  other  honorable  mem* 
hers  that  have  to  some  extent  justified  such  ciiti- 
oisms,  but  not  the  grosser  ones.  I  do  not  indivi- 
duaUxe  where  those  remarks  come  from,  but  I  say 
there  has  been  some  latitude  given,  and  so  geeBt 
has  been  the  advantage  that  has  been  taken  of  that 
latitude  that  the  House  has  been  obliged  to  take 
action  in  the  matter.  In  proof  of  that  I  may 
mention  the  case  of  Whitaker  v.  Jones.  There 
have  been  a  number  of  insinuations  and  contempt- 
ible hints,  which  I  will  not  notice,  but  which 
have  no  doubt  emanated  from  sources  that  are 
impure,  and  coming  from  members  of  this  House 
I  tnink  it  is  very  wrong  that  it  should  have  been 
so.  I  do  not  refer  to  accusations  against  myself 
specially,  but  I  do  refer  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout),  and  to  honorable 
members  who  now  occupy  a  more  responsible  posi- 
tion on  the  Treasury  benches, — Mr.  Macandrew, 
and  his  compeer,  Mr.  Lamach,  who  is  not  now 
present, — and  to  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East,  who  have  given  cause  for  these 
attacks.  I  say  they  have  tried  to  indoce  the 
country  at  large  to  support  them  in  their  posi- 
tion through  the  medium  of  the  Press. 
Mr.  MACANDREW.— No. 
Mr.  MANDERS.— Then  I  bow  to  that  denial 
at  once ;  but  I  say  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
criticisms  of  the  Press  have  been  exercised  over 
members  of  this  House  has  been  a  thing  that  has 
been  talked  about  in  the  lobbies,  and  has  had  to 
be  submitted  to  by  what  is  called  a  tyrannicsl 
minority  rather  thim  touch  pitch  tod  be  further 
defiled. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  should  like  to  know 
what  the  honorable  member  means  by  mentioniog 
my  name  in  connection  with  the  Press.  I  >M*y 
sa^  that  I  have  had  no  communication  whatever 
with  the  Press  since  I  have  been  in  Wellington. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  think,  Sir,  the  honor- 
able  member  who  brought  this  nuitter  under  ww 
notice  of  the  House  did  so  with  a  view  to  elici* 
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some  expression  of  opinion  from  honorable  mem- 
-bers  in  regard  to  it.  It  appears  to  me  the  prin- 
cipal point  open  to  objection  is  that  a  member, 
during  the  session  of  Parliament,  who  has  leave 
to  absent  himself  upon  urgent  private  business, 
should  be  addressing  a  public  meeting  and  en- 
gaging in  active  politics  during  the  time  this  Par- 
liament is  in  the  course  of  its  deliberations.  I 
think  that  is  the  principal  point  in  which  wrong 
has  been  done.  It  is  entirely  against  that  inde- 
pendence of  feeling  which  members  of  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  have  in  regard  to  their  position 
in  Uiis  House.  It  is  wrong  for  members  to  go 
awaj  with  leave  for  the  rest  of  the  session,  and 
attempt  to  inflame  the  passions  of  their  consti- 
tuents at  public  meetings  against  other  members 
of  the  House,  with  a  view  to  aflTecting  its  deli- 
berations. I  eaj  that  is  the  principal  point  in 
the  present  case,  because  it  would  otherwise  be 
a  more  material  point  that  the  fact  of  a  man 
slandering  his  fellow-members  should,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  be  taken  up  by  the 
House ;  but  we  have  ceased  to  regard  that,  and 
may  pass  it  by,  as  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Mr.  Bowe)  says,  with  silent  contempt. 
We  have  got  into  a  position  in  this  House  of 
listening  to  slanders  on  public  men  that  is  alto- 
gether pitiable.  I  have  sat  in  the  House  for  ten 
years,  and  I  say  that  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years — and  I  say  deUberately,  but  with  regret, 
that  it  is  principally  under  the  guidance  and  ex- 
ample of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  now 
at  the  head  of  the  GK)vernmeiit  —  this  House 
has  got  into  the  habit  of  throwing  imputations 
on  its  public  men  which  have  led  people  out- 
side to  look  upon  the  House  as  not  regarding 
its  own  position  with  respect,  and  as  careless  of 
tiie  character  of  its  members.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  pursue  this  matter  further.  I  feel  that  no 
good  can  come  from  doing  eo ;  and  I  think  the 
course  we  have  got  into  inside  tbis  House  for  the 
last  few  years  is  mainly  responsible  for  it.  Time 
was  when  the  honor  and  character  of  our  public 
men  were  not  aspersed  in  the  House,  but  latterly 
we  have  had  to  sit  here  silent  and  hear  ourselves 
aspersed,  because  wo  felt  that  no  good  would 
come  through  raising  a  question  of  privilege  with 
regard  to  it.  I  am  sick  of  questions  of  privilege. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  careless  of  aspersions  that 
may  be  brought  by  members  of  this  House  against 
myself  or  other  members,  because  it  is  utterly 
useless  to  take  notice  of  them. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS. — I  noticed  on  one  occasion 
that  an  honorable  member  who  spoke  in  this 
House  used  remarks  wliich  by  twisting  might 
be  made  to  mean  that  certain  members  were 
bribed.  Those  remarks  were  characterized  as 
foul  and  unwarranted :  by  what  terms,  then, 
should  we  characterize  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made  in  this  case  ?  The  question  before  us 
is,  whether  those  remarks  were  absolutely  made 
by  Dr.  Wallis  or  not ;  and  I,  Sir,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  would  like  that  you  should  communicate 
with  that  gentleman,  ana  ask  him  whether  he  used 
the  remarks  or  not.  If  they  were  used,  I  think 
this  House  should  take  some  action,  and  point 
out  to  the  honorable  member  that  it  would  be 
wise  for  him  that  he  should  use  the  same  cour- 


tesy outside  the  House  to  other  honorable  mem- 
bers which  he  is  bound  to  use  inside.  I  will,  if 
the  opportunity  offers,  move.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be 
requested  to  communicate  with  Dr.  Wallis,  and 
ask  him  if  he  used  the  expressions  imputed  to 
him. 

Mr.  KEYNOLDS.  —  I  hope  the  honorable 
member  will  do  nothing  of  the  sort.  We  are 
simply  making  ourselves  ridiculous  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people  throughout  the  colony.  If  a  mem- 
ber makes  a  statement  outside  of  the  House 
which  we  know  to  be  untrue  we  should  take  no 
notice  of  it.  I  will  not  say  that  we  are  all  honest 
men — politically  honest,  I  mean — but  still  I  do 
say  that  Dr.  Wallis  had  no  foundation  for  the 
statement  which  is  attributed  to  him  in  the 
Herald,  However,  I  think  the  best  thing  we 
can  do  is  to  allow  the  matter  to  drop.  If  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden  is 
adopted  we  shall  only  vraste  another  day  oveiw 
the  matter.  We  have  already  had  bafore  us  one 
question  of  privilege  which  may  cost  the  colony 
dg3,000  or  £4,000,  and  if  we  go  on  taking  up 
cases  like  this  we  shall  possibly  put  the  colony 
to  very  heavy  expense  without  securing  any  satis- 
factory result. 

Captain  MOERIS.  —  I  trust  the  honorable 
member  for  Marsden  will  go  on  with  his  motion, 
because  the  House  appears  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  Dr.  Wallis  has  used  these  words.  Now  we 
have  the  assurance  of  an  honorable  member  that 
the  statements  attributed  to  Dr.  Wallis  were 
contradicted  in  the  Auckland  Star,  It  would  not 
be  fair  to  decide  upon  any  course  of  action  until 
we  know  definitely  whether  Dr.  Wallis  made  the 
statements  complained  of  or  not. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  am  sorry  the  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  has  brought  this  matter 
forward  on  a  day  which  it  was  understood  should 
be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  transaction  of  the 
private  business  on  the  Paper.  It  comes  with 
a  very  bad  grace  from  the  honorable  member  to 
throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  the  transaction 
of  that  business,  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
House  gave  him  a  day  specially  for  the  discussion 
of  the  Local  Option  Bill.  That  Bill  having  been 
disposed  of,  he  cares  nothing  for  the  business  of 
other  honorable  members. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  I  hope  the  honorable 
member  for  Marsden  will  not  press  the  matter  any 
further.  It  seems  to  me  that  these  questions  of 
privilege  are  becoming  so  frequent  and  so  utterly 
absurd  that  we  really  do  not  know  when  our 
privileges  are  invaded  and  when  they  are  not.  I 
hold  that  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Ohal- 
mers  committed  a  breach  of  privilege  just  now. 
He  openly  charged  us  with  being  dishonest,  and  I 
was  about  to  move  that  the  words  be  taken  down  ; 
but  what  good  would  have  come  out  of  that  ?  I 
do  not  care  twopence  for  such  statements  myself, 
-  and  I  feel  sure  that  every  other  honorable  mem- 
ber is  conscious  of  his  own  rectitude. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  must  say  that  I  read  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West  (Dr.  Wallis)  with  very  great  regret. 
While  that  gentleman  was  in  this  House  I  had 
a  very  favourable  opinion  of  him,  although  we 
were  on  different  sideii  because  I  believed  that 
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he  slwajs  aoted  conscientiously,  and  to  the  hest 
of  his  judgment.  I  should  be  sorrj  to  think  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  make  such  a  state- 
ment a's  that  attributed  to  him.  But  there  is  one 
point  that  has  occurred  to  me :  I  should  like  to 
Know  on  which  side  these  dishonest  men  are 
acting. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — ^The  Opposition. 

Mr.  R£ID. — If  they  are  on  the  Opposition 
side  he  reduces  their  number  to  half  dishonest 
men ;  and,  if  half  of  those  who  oppose  the  GoTcm- 
ment  are  dishonest  men,  how  is  it  that  these 
honest  men  consent  to  go  away  to  their  homes 
and  leaTc  the  transaction  of  the  public  business 
to  thoi^e  who  are  not  trustworthy  P  It  was  the 
duty  of  any  honorable  member  who  held  such 
opinions  to  remain  till  the  end  of  the  session,  in 
order  to  prevent  this  jobbery  and  corruption. 
Really  a  serious  question  arises  now  when  a 
member  leaves.  I  ask  myself  if  he  is  one  of  the 
dishonest  ones,  and,  if  he  is,  his  absence  will  be 
a  gain  ;  but  if  he  is  one  of  the  honest  ones  I  feel 
it  to  be  a  great  pity  that  he  should  be  allowed  to 
leave. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— If  Dr.  Wallas  has  used  this 
language  we  should  only  be  doing  justice  to  our- 
selyes  by  taking  notice  of  it.  But  we  should 
also  be  just  to  Dr.  Wallis.  We  should  first 
ascertain  beyond  doubt  whether  he  really  has 
used  these  words.  I  do  not  pay  much  attention 
to  these  newspaper  statements  myself,  because 
we  all  know  that  the  newspapers  are  used  for 
party  purposes.  It  must  not  be  lost  from  riew 
that  anomer  newspaper  has  giren  a  flat  con- 
tradiction to  the  statement  read  to  the  House. 
It  is  rery  likely  that  Dr.  Wallis  used  the  words 
in  a  totally  different  sense  from  that  imputed 
to  him.  I  do  not  tHink  the  honorable  member 
for  Marsden  will  do  wron|;  in  persistins  in  his 
motion,  because  it  will  give  to  Dr.  Wallis  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  the  language  used. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  I  can  quite  imagine  that 
some  honorable  gentlemen  should  evince  no  sur- 
prise at  expressions  of  this  kind  being  attributed 
to  Dr.  Wallis,  when  we  consider  the  manner  in 
which  that  honorable  gentleman  dealt  with  the 
Local  Option  Bill.  We  can  hardlpr  suppose  that 
a  gentleman  who  showed  such  distaste  to  that 
measure  would  receive  much  consideration  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui.  But  we 
do  not  yet  know  what  the  exact  circumstances  are, 
and  we  therefore  cannot  speak  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  wish,  how- 
ever, to  make  a  few  remai^  upon  the  observa- 
tions of  the  honorable  member  for  Avon.  I 
must  say  that  I  cannot  at  all  agree  with  the 
doctrine  the  honorable  gentleman  laid  down,  that 
members  of  Parliament  are,  during  the  sitting  of 
this  House,  disqualified  from  attending  public 
meetings.  It  is  within  m^  own  knowledge  that 
members  of  Parliament  m  £n^and  have  ad- 
dressed public  meetings  while  Pariiament  was 
sitting.  Leading  men  in  that  Legislature  have 
stood  on  platforms  side  by  side  witn  me,  discuss- 
ing questions  of  the  most  important  character, 
whilst  Parliament  was  sitting.  It  is  also  within 
my  knowledge  that,  during  the  Com  Law  affita- 
tion,  and  while  Parliament  was  sitting,  menn)er9 
Mr,  BH4 


of  Parliament  denounced  in  the  strongest  Ian- 

Siage  the  action  of  those  members  of  the  Legia- 
ture  who  upheld  the  Com  Laws.  I  also  ree<^ 
lect  that  exactly  the  same  thing  happened  in 
reference  to  the  Catholic  Emanoi^tion  queatioa. 
If  an  attempt  is  made  to  pass  a  measure  oppoaed 
to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  the  members  of  Um 
House  have  a  perfect  right  to  go  outside  to  the 
people,  without  reference  to  the  question  being 
under  discussion  in  the  House,  and  do  everything 
they  can  to  rouse  public  feeling  throughout  the 
ootmtry  in  order  to  advance  £e  public  good: 
they  have  not  only  the  right,  but  it  is  their 
duty  to  take  that  course.  I  shall  always  main- 
tain that  privilege  fcnr  myself  and  for  all  other 
members.  It  woidd  be  a  dangerous  doctrine, 
indeed,  to  say  that  because  certain  gentlemen 
here  are  in  a  minority  they  are  to  be  coerced  by 
the  majority  when  outside  the  House,  and  to  be  so 
coerced  that  they  dare  not  g|o  outside  this  House 
to  endeavour  to  get  a  majority  returned  in  order 
to  put  an  end  to  a  system  to  which  they  objeot. 
Mr.   ROJiLESTON.— Perhaps  the  honorable 

f>ntleman  will  allow  me  to  explain  that  the  point 
raised  was,  whether  members  who  obtained  leave 
to  absent  themselves  from  this  Parliament  were 
jiutified  in  taking  part  in  public  meetings,  and 
abusing  the  men  they  left  behind  to  conduct  the 
business  of  the  country. 

Sir  G.  GRET.— I  say  undoubtedly  they  have 
the  right.  It  would  be  tyranny  of  the  groeseat 
kind  to  say  that  a  minority  of  this  House  were 
to  be  kept  down  by  the  majority,  and  to  be  pre- 
vented from  advocatmg  the  principles  which  tner 
deemed  to  be  necessary  for  the  public  welfare.  X 
say,  affain,  that  it  woiUd  be  gross  tyranny  to  hM, 
thAt  they  should  be  so  coerced  that  they  dare  not 
go  outside  and  address  the  people,  the  source  of  all 
power,  in  the  endeavour  to  pass  measures  for  the 

general  good.  Under  such  a  system,  there  would 
ave  been  no  Reform  Bill  in  England;  under 
such  a  system.  Catholic  emancipation  would  not 
have  taken  place  for  a  century ;  under  such  a 
system,  none  of  the  great  refonons  that  have  taken 
place  in  my  lifetime  would  have  been  possible. 
It  would  be  tyranny  of  the  grossest  kind,  if  we 
were  to  be  subjected  to  such  control — a  tyranny 
subversive  of  every  public  liberty  and  every 
pubUc  right.  I  cannot  give  way  to  such  a  doc- 
trine. Then,  comments  have  been  made  upcni 
statements  made  by  me  in  this  House  in  re^sr- 
ence  to  certain  honorable  members.  I  made  no 
statement  of  the  kind  complained  of  in  the  case 
of  Dr.  Wallis.  I  complained  of  specific  acta 
which  were  opposed  to  the  public  good,  and  I 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  Committees  to 
investigate  those  acts  and  determine  upon  the 
circumstances.  In  some  cases.  Committees  were 
appointed,  and  I  proved  the  facts  of  which  I 
complained,  and  my  principal  coadjutor  in  taking 
those  steps  was  the  nonorable  member  for  Avon 
himself.  No  one  gave  me  so  much  enoouragement 
in  the  course  I  pursued,  and  he  knows  perfectly 
well  in  his  heart  that  I  was  right  in  the  com- 
plaints I  made.  I  complained  of  specific  acts, 
which  every  member  of  this  House  kiiows,  and  in 
regard  to  which  every  member  believes  that  I 
was  right. 
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Sir  R.  DOUGLAS.— No. 

Sir  Qt.  GREY. — I  beliere  erery  member  admits 
that  I  was  right  in  bringing  forward  the  case  of 
the  Ohinemuri  miners'  rights,  one  of  the  worst 
oases  of  iigostioe  that  erer  took  place ;  I  am  con- 
fident oTery  member  knows  that  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  Waikato-Piako  Swamp  case  I  did  mj 
dntj ;  and  every  member  knows  that  I  was  per- 
feotlj  justified  in  bringing  before  the  House  the 
oiroumstanoes  connected  with  the  sale  of  10,000 
acres  of  coal  field  in  the  Waikato.  I  contend 
that  in  ererj  complaint  I  hare  made  to  the 
House  I  bare  yerified  the  facts  as  a  whole.  I 
hare  not  said  that  one-fourth  of  the  members  of 
the  House,  or  any  section  of  it,  are  corrupt ;  but 
I  hare  said  that  wrong  acts  were  done,  with  the 
eoncurrenoe  of  the  G-oTcmment  of  the  day.  I 
hare  said  that  tbe  Gk>yemment  ought  not  to  have 
done  such  things;  and  I  am  prepared  to  prore 
erery  word  tbat  I  haye  uttered  in  this  House.  I 
stand  here,  in  the  presence  of  my  country,  to 
defend  every  statement  that  I  have  uttered,  and 
to  show  that  they  are  capable  of  actual  demon- 
•tration ;  and  no  member  of  this  House  was  so 
strong  in  the  support  he  ^re  me,  no  member 
was  so  strong  in  his  expressions  of  dislike  to  what 
had  been  done,  as  was  the  honorable  member  for 
Aron,  who  has  just  made  these  remarks  to  the 
Souse.  The  honorable  gentleman  knows  that 
what  I  say  is  true.  I  am  extremely,  sorry  that 
the  honorable  p^ntleman  should  have  uttered  the 
aspersions  a^nst  me  that  he  has,  for  I  am  sure 
I  do  not  merit  them. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  ever  since  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  been  in  the  House  he  has 
been  making  charges  against  the  late  Qorem- 
ment,  but  he  has  not  substantiated  one  of  them. 
Now  that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  possession 
of  all  the  Ooremment  papers,  I  challenge  him  to 
show  that  the  late  Qt>yemment  hare  been  cor- 
rupt in  a  single  instance.  I  challenge  him  to 
proye  his  assertions  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
the  Piako  Swamp,  and  I  challenge  him  to  prove 
tbat  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato  wrongly 
obtained  that  land,  as  he  was  so  grossly  accused 
of  having  done  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bangitikei  and  the  Premier.  I  ask,  where  is  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject  ?  I  do 
not  know  whe^er  that  report  has  been  laid  on 
tbe  table  or  not,  and  therefore  I  cannot  speak  so 
freely  as  I  would  otherwise  do  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  But  I  will  say  that  that  report  com- 
pletely exonerates  my  honorable  friend  the  mem- 
oer  for  Waikato,  and  shows  that  his  prooeedings 
were  right,  and  that  the  Qovemment  have  done 
him  'vrronc  and  owe  him  compensation  in  conse- 
quence. The  honorable  gentleman,  I  say,  has 
never  had  the  manliness,  when  he  has  been 
shown  to  be  wrong,  to  set  up  and  confess  his 
error.  The  difference  between  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon  and  the  Premier  is  this  :  The 
honorable  member  for  Avon  found  fault  with  the 
actions  of  the  late  Gk>vemment,  but  he  lo(4ied 
upon  them  as  errors  of  judgment,  and  as  errors 
which  honest  men  could  commit ;  but  the  Pre- 
mier always  asserts  that  the  actions  of  the  late 
Qovemment  were  corrupt,  and  that  their  object 
WM  to  USk»  oertain  things  from  certain  people  for 


the  purpose  of  giving  them  to  their  particular 
friends.  That  is  the  difference  between  the 
Premier  and  the  honorable  member  for  Ayon. 
Hardly  a  day  passes  on  which  the  Premier  does 
not  make  some  statement  to  the  effect  that  the 
late  Government  were  corrupt.  Only  the  other 
day  he  stated  that  my  only  motive  in  taking  the 
lead  of  a  party  composed  of  half  the  members  of 
the  House,  and  in  taking  the  political  action 
which  I  have  taken  in  this  House,  was  to  draw 
my  monthly  salary.  Could  anything  be  more 
contemptible  than  that  P  There  are  some  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  think  nothing  of  the  motives 
which  should  govern  their  public  men, 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  did  not  use  the  words  "the 
only  motive." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  think  that  makes 
the  case  much  better.  At  any  rate,  he  put  that 
forward  as  my  prominent  motive.  He  said,  sub* 
stantiall^,  thi^  it  was  for  the  loaves  and  fishes  we 
were  striving.  I  say  that  to  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
man at  tbe  head  of  the  Qovemment  is  due  the 
demon^lised  state  into  which  this  House  has  got. 
This  sort  of  thing  was  entirely  unknown  in  the 
House  until  the  advent  of  the  honorable  gentle* 
man.  Before  the  advent  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man we  took  it  for  granted  that  the  action  of  our 
public  men  sprang  from  right  principle,  and  we 
attacked  each  other  on  questions  of  judgment, 
and  not  on  private  matters.  I  only  hope  that, 
now  the  honorable  gentleman  has  sot  the  full 
run  of  the  Qovemment  papers,  he  wifl  let  us  have 
the  history  c^  this  coal  field,  and  also  that  of 
the  coal  field  which  he  himself  sold,  absolutely 
illegally,  shortly  before  he  went  Home. 

Hon.  Mbmbbrs. — Wait  a  little. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  have  waited.  The 
honorable  gentleman  told  us  when  he  took  offioe 
that  within  a  very  few  days  he  would  be  able  to 
produce  evidence  of  the  wickedness  of  the  late 
Gh>yernment.  What  evidence  has  he  brouffht 
forward?  The  present  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
accepted  my  estimates  —  he  has  accepted  the 
whole  of  my  figures ;  and  he  has  not  shown  that 
one  single  figure  of  mine  was  wrong.  I  hope  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  descend  from  generali* 
ties  to  particular  instances.  He  has  seldom  done 
so  vet,  and  when  he  has  done  so  he  has  entirely 
failed.  I  should  not  have  risen  now  had  not  tiie 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment been  so  inaccurate  in  his  statements.  With 
regard  to  the  particular  question  before  the  House, 
I  can  only  say  that  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
let  the  matter  drop.  We  shall  not  do  any  sood 
by  discussing  the  question  of  the  "  tone "  which 
is  now  so  prevalent  in  l^s  House.  If  it  is  the 
belief  of  the  honorable  eentlemen  opposite  that 
we  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  only  guided  by 
these  corrupt  motives,  that  our  only  object  in 
seeking  to  enter  into  political  life  and  obtain  seats 
on  the  Qovemment  benches  is  to  promote  our 
own  private  interests,  I  say  we  may  very  well 
pass  over  tbe  statements  which  have  been  made 
m  Auckland  by  tbe  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East  —  we  may  take  it  for  granted 
Uiat,  so  lonff  as  we  continue  the  present  style, 
statements  Iflto  those  vrill  be  made  by  gentlemen 
when  tl^j  addroM  their  oonstituents.     I  agif« 
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with  a  good  deal  which  the  Premier  has  said 
with  regard  to  the  right  of  members  to  address 
their  constituents  daring  the  'session  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  think  they  have  that  ri^ht ;  but  I  think 
also  that,  if  any  honorable  gentleman  desires  to 
leave  this  House  for  that  purpose,  be  should  in- 
form the  House  of  it.  It  appears  to  me  to  be 
something  like  false  pretences  for  an  honorable 
gentleman  to  ask  us  to  grant  him  leave  of  ab- 
sence on  the  ground  that  he  may  attend  to  his 
private  affairs,  while  in  reality  ho  is  going  on  a 
political  campaign.  The  theory  is  that  honorable 
gentlemen  should  be  in  their  places  every  day, 
and,  before  we  allow  them  to  absent  themselves 
from  their  places,  we  have  a  right  to  know  the 
object  they  nave  in  wishing  to  get  away.  11  an 
honorable  member  tells  us  that  he  wishes  to  get 
away  on  private  business,  it  appears  to  me  that 
he  has  no  riffht  to  start  on  a  political  campaign. 
If  he  intends  to  do  that,  he  should  inform  the 
House  of  it,  and  we  should  then  know  whether  it 
would  be  for  the  public  interest  to  allow  him  (o 

fo  away  or  to  call  upon  him  to  remain  in  the 
louse.  I  hope  that,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
the  honorable  member  for  Marsden  will  see  fit  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  for  I  doubt  whether  any 
good  would  result  from  passing  it. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  hope  that,  before  the 
motion  for  the  adjournment  is  withdrawn,  it  will 
be  clearly  understood  that  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  fof  Marsden  will  also  be  with- 
drawn. An  analogous  case  to  this  occurred  in 
1875.  In  that  year  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  addressed  the  electors  of  the  Hutt  while 
Parliament  was  sitting.  That  honorable  gentle- 
man was  then  representing  a  majority  of  the 
House,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West  is  now  doing.  With  regard  to  what 
fell  from  the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  any  one 
who  has  looked  into  the  records  of  our  past  Par- 
liamentary history  must  have  observed  that  states- 
men in  tnis  House  who  have  not  succeeded  in 
leaching  those  offices  to  which  they  think  they 
are  entitled,  and  in  which  they  could  do  good 
service  to  the  colony,  always  talk  of  the  demorali- 
zation of  this  House.  I  think  we  should  not 
admit  the  demoralization  of  this  House.  That 
cry  was  raised  in  1868.  The  papers  published  in 
that  year  frequently  contained  reports  of  similar 
criticism  to  that  which  has  >been  published  in 
the  yew  Zealand  Timet.  The  present  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  was  then  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  was  the  leader  of  the  Q-ovemment.  The 
Estimates  were  being  considered,  and  the  gentle- 
man who  is  now  Agent-General  and  Mr.  D.  F. 
Main  were  left  to  obstruct  the  passing  of  the 
Estimates  during  the  night.  They  did  so,  and 
next  morning  before  the  House  broke  up  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui  came  down  to 
the  House  and  approved  of  what  had  taken  place 
during  the  night.  The  papers  condemned  that 
action  as  demoralizing  the  House.  That  was  the 
night  on  which  the  celebrated  maxim  tu  quoque 
was  first  placed  on  the  records  of  the  House. 
History  has  proved  conclusively  to  us  that  men 
who  are  leaders  in  this  House,  and  who  have  the 
power  but  not  the  responsibility  of  guiding  the 
Major  Atkinson 


councils  of  the  country,  have  always  talked 
towards  the  end  of  the  session  of  the  demoraliaed 
state  of  the  House.  I  hope  that  before  thtf 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  is  with* 
drawn  we  shall  have  a  dear  understanding  thaik 
the  motion  also  is  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FOX. — I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  this  d^ 
bate.  I  intimated  that  I  did  not  intend  to  follow 
up  this  matter,  nor  do  I  intend  to  go  back  to  Uie 
time  of  Adam  to  discover  precedents  why  this 
should  be  treated  as  a  question  of  privilege.  I 
simply  call  attention  to  the  improper  and  xm* 
gentlemanly  conduct  of  a  member  oi  this  Hooss 
in  casting  such  foul  aspersions  upon  his  brother- 
members.  The  reference  that  has  been  made  to 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Tioumi  did  in 
1875  is  altogether  wide  of  the  mark.  In  this 
instance  an  honorable  member  geta  leare  of 
absence  on  urgent  private  business,  and  we  find 
that  he  goes  away  to  conduct  a  politiod  campaign 
in  another  part  of  the  colony.  That  is  what  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  complains  of.  Hie 
honorable  member  for  Bunedin  City  says  there  is  a 
doubt  as  to  the  exact  words  used,  and  quot^  the 
report  of  the  Star.  But  I  did  not  refer  to  the  lead- 
ing article  of  the  Herald ;  I  took  the  words  given 
by  the  shorthand  writer  in  his  very  full  repOTt  of 
what  took  place ;  but  since  I  have  been  in  the 
House  I  have  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Star, 
and  I  observe  there  b  an  attempt,  whether  by  Dr. 
Wallis  or  by  the  reporter  I  do  not  know,  to  give  a 
general  application  to  the  words.  It  is  made  to 
appear  as  if  the  speaker  was  showing  generally 
that  in  all  Assemblies  of  this  kind  there  must  be 
some  rogues.  But  there  are  many  other  sen* 
tences  besides  that  which  I  have  quoted  which  go 
to  show  that  the  whole  subject  of  the  speech  was 
this  House,  and  indicate  distinctly  that  these 
things  of  which  he  complains  have  come  within 
his  own  personal  knowledge  when  he .  was  down 
here.  No  doubt  the  report  of  the  Star  is  rery 
mild,  but  still  no  one  can  read  it  without  seeing 
that  the  remarks  he  makes  are  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied to  this  House.  He  does  not  refer  to  the 
American  Congress,  or  the  Australian  Legisla- 
tures, but  he  does  directly  refer  to  this  House  of 
Bepresentatives.  He  may  be  guilty  of  subterfuge, 
lust  as  be  has  been  guilty  of  other  improprieties 
in  thb  matter ;  but  I  think  his  conduct  will  not 
be  forgotten  by  members  in  this  House. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  has  made  a  reference  to  mjself, 
and  he  has  told  the  House  that  I  made  a  dis- 
tinct charge  of  corruption  against  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waikato.  Now,  the  honorable 
gentleman  must  either  have  forgotten  what  I 
said  upon  the  occasion  referred  to  and  has  not 
read  bansard,  or  he  has  made  assertions  at 
random.  When  I  spoke  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikato  I  refexred  to  certain  specific  tmns- 
actions  based  upon  the  best  information.  I  did 
not  accuse  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato  of 
corruption,  but  I  made  a  specific  complaint,  whidi 
was  tnis :  that  it  was  contrary  to  public  policy 
and  highly  reprehensible  that  a  member  of  the 
Q-oyemment,  while  he  continued  a  member, 
should  acquire  a  large  block  of  land  under  the 
circumitanoes  under  which  the  honorable  member 
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for  Waikato  did  acquire  it.  I  will  read  from 
Mansard  an  extract  of  the  report  of  the  speech 
I  made  upon  that  occasion,  and  I  may  say  that 
I  think  everj  word  I  said  has  been  borne  out 
by  the  evidence  giren  before  the  Committee  who 
inquired  into  the  transaction.  There  waa  no 
charge  of  corruption,  and,  in  saying  there  was, 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  has  entirely 
misstated  the  case.  It  was  a  question  of  pub- 
lic policy,  whether  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
should  acquire  Native  land,  and  acquire  it  while 
the  Government  themselves  were  in  negotiation 
for  its  acquisition  on  behalf  of  the  colony.  The 
words  I  used  on  that  occasion  were  these : — 

"But,  Sir,  since  October  last,  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Waikato  has  acquired,  also  out  of 
land  which  has  been  purchased  by  the  Gbvem- 
ment,  no  less  than  18,000  acres  out  of  a  block  of 
200,000  acres,  at  6s.  per  acre,  while  I  believe 
the  best  testimony  exists  that  the  land  is  worth 
£1  an  acre.  I  believe,  also,  that  testimony  has 
already  been  given  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House  that  the  land  purchased  is  the  only  good 
land  in  the  whole  200,000-acre  block;  and  yet 
the  Land  Purchase  Agent,  who  purchased  upon 
commission  at  4d.  per  acre,  actually  claims 
£3,000  upon  the  purchase  of  the  whole  block. 
So  that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Wai- 
kato— on  the  ground,  I  believe,  that  he  was  en- 
titled to  some  exchange  of  land,  which  the  other 
House  declined  to  give  him  —  went  in,  while 
holding  office,  and  acquired  these  18,000  acres  of 
land  out  of  a  block  of  200,000  acres  for  which 
£17,000  of  public  money  has  been  paid.  Now, 
here  is  a  fact.  Eren  although  the  honorable 
member  may  put  forward  a  claim  that  he  was 
entitled  to  some  kind  of  an  exchange,  I  say  that 
he  had  no  right,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  to 
step  in  and  acquire  the  public  estate  in  such  a 
manner.  The  honorable  gentleman  should  have 
brought  his  claim  to  this  House,  and  should 
have  maintained  it  here,  as  he  attempted  to  do 
two  years  ago ;  and  then  the  House  would  have 
been  able  to  judge  how  far  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  entitled  to  compensation.  Instead  of 
that,  here  are  18,000  acres  of  land,  of  the  very 
best  quality,  which  leave  the  possession  of  the 
colony  and  the  hands  of  the  Qovemm6nt,  and 
become  no  longer  available  for  settlement,  but, 
following  the  ^ako  Swamp,  pass  into  the  hands 
of  one  or  two  private  individuals." 

Those  are  the  facts. 

Hon.  MsMBEBS. — No. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Those  are  the  actual  facts 
of  the  case.  The  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  is  incorrect  when  he  says 
that  I  brought  a  charge  of  corruption  against 
tlje  honorable  member  for  Waikato.  I  did  not 
do  so;  and  I  alluded  to  the  transaction  simply 
on  grounds  of  public  policy,  upon  which  grounds 
I  thought  it  was  improper  for  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  to  be  dabbling  in  land  transactions,  more 
especially  as  the  6K)vernment  were  themselves 
at  the  time  negotiating  for  the  land  on  behalf 
of  the  colony.  Why,  Sir,  there  is  a  Parliamen- 
tary Paper  now  before  the  House  which  shows 
that  on  this  200,000  acres  of  land  the  Q-ovemment 
have  absolutely  paid  £17,000,  and  that  the  land 


has  been  acquired  by  the  Government.  That  is 
a  fact;  the  paper  is  before  the  House.  The 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  talks  about  the 
general  tone  of  the  House,  but  I  would  like  to 
know  whether  he  conceives  it  is  raising  the  tone  of 
the  House  to  treat  the  Premier  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  treating  him — 
whether  it  is  raising  the  tone  of  the  House  to  make 
the  personal  attacks  he  is  in  the  habit  of  making, 
or  to  endeavour  to  bring  up  the  whole  of  the 
Premier's  past  career  and  history  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  he  is  unworthy  of  the  confidence 
of  this  House.  If  he  indulges  in  that  kind  of 
warfare,  if  he  violates  the  rules  whioh  should  pre- 
vail in  this  Assembly,  he  can  only  expect  tnat 
other  honorable  members  will  do  the  same,  seeing 
the  high  position  that  he  occupies  in  this  House. 
Thru  there  is  the  honorable  gentleman's  lata 
colleague,  the  late  Minister  for  Publio  Works. 
That  honorable  gentleman  the  other  night,  with- 
out the  slightest  provocation  in  the  world,  made 
a  most  gross  and  insulting  attack  upon  the  Pre- 
mier. The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  has 
stated  that  not  one  of  his  figures  can  be  shown  to 
be  incorrect. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  hope  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  keep  to  the  point  as  much  as  possible. 

Mr.  B ALLANCE.— I  will,  Sir ;  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  alluded  specially  to  myself,  and  I 
wish  to  show  that  he  was  not  only  incorrect  here, 
but  also  in  reference  to  his  figures.  The  tables 
attached  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  Financial 
Statement  were  the  most  important  feature  of  his 
Statement,  and  if  we  turn  to  Table  Y  we  shall  find 
it  to  be  grossly  inaccurate.  For  instance,  we  find 
that  the  export  of  wool  from  the  Colony  of  New 
South  Wales  for  the  vear  1871  is  set  down  at 
£4,748,160 ;  in  the  following  year,  there  being 
no  reduction  in  the  price  of  wool  in  the  mean- 
time, it  fell  to  £3,342,900 ;  in  the  following  year 
to  £2,201,910 

Mr.  GIBBS.— I  should  like  to  know  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  in  order  in  introducing 
such  matters. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB.— I  must  say  the  honorable 
member  is  getting  wide  of  the  question :  still  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  opened  up  these 
matters,  and  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  narrow  the 
discussion.  However,  I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  refer  to  these  outside  matters  as  briefly 
as  possible. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  was  saying  that  in  1873 
the  export  of  wool  from  New  South  Wales  fell 
to  £2,^1,910,  while  m  1874  it  suddenlv  rises  to 
£5,010,125.  The  honorable  gentlemans  figures 
are  quite  misleading,  because  he  takes  no  account 
of  the  wool  sent  overland  from  New  South  Wales 
to  Melbourne  for  export  in  the  first  three  years 
mentioned,  while  he  does  in  the  last.  Table  Y, 
therefore,  is  altogether  wrong,  showing  that  he 
hns  not  mastered  the  tables  upon  which  his 
Financial  Statement  was  based.  I  think  I  have 
shown  that  I  made  no  such  charge  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  has  attributed  to  me. 
I  much  regret  the  course  taken  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon,  because  he  was  one  of  those 
who  synipathixed  with  mo  in  the  action  I  took 
respecting  the  Murimotu  Block.    I  believe  there 
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has  been  much  maladminisfcratioii ;  but  I  did 
not  make  any  charge  of  corruption.  But,  while 
I  Bay  that,  I  still  think  that  a  great  deal  of  good 
has  been  effected  by  the  action  taken  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  with  reference 
to  the  land  transactions  of  the  late  Goremment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  only  like  to 
say  that  I  quite  understood  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  hare  accused  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Waikato  of  using  his  position  at  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  to  rob  the  Natiret  of  their 
land.  That  seemed  to  be  the  accusation  made. 
I  can  see  that  the  language  used  can  bear  the  in- 
terpretation the  honorable  gentleman  puts  upon 
it.  I  felt,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kato felt,  that  he  had  been  charged  with  haring 
wrongly  used  his  office  in  order  to  obtain  this 
land.  As  I  hare  already  spoken,  I  shall  take 
another  opportunity  of  showing  that  the  state- 
ments which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  made 
are  entirely  wrong,  and  tbat  my  statement  is 
oompletely  borne  out. 

M:r.  REES.— A  good  deal  has  been  said  about 
charges  made  in  this  House.  All  I  can  say  is 
that,  personally,  I  am  prepared  to  prore  erery- 
thing  I  said.  I  am  prepared  to  prore  any  charse  I 
made  in  regard  to  the  Piako  Swamp  transaction. 
Why,  the  Journals  of  the  House  in  1875  declare 
that  the  Biinistry  entered  into  an  illegal  contract 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato,  and  the 
Disqualification  Committee  said  the  honorable 
member  was  not  dis quolified  because  the  contract 
between  himself  and  the  GK^yemment  was  ill^l. 
The  honorable  members  opposite  are  so  fond  of 
casting  out  challenges  that  Uiey  must  expect  that 
they  will  be  taken  up.  They  hare  made  charges 
for  which  they  might  bare  been  prosecuted 
criminally — charges  for  which  they  might  hare 
been  punished,  if  Mr.  Russell  had  proceeded 
against  them  criminally  instead  of  civilly.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  will  recollect  for 
one  moment  the  position  he  occupied,  he  will  see 
that  the  jury  found  the  fact,  and  gave  damages, 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  should  therefore  not 
push  the  matter  too  far.  It  does  not  do  to  make 
threate  in  this  House,  but  I  am  perfectly  pre- 
pared, if  the  honorable  gentleman,  or  any  other 
nonorable  gentleman,  desires  it,  to  test  that  ques- 
tion. I  will  giye  him  a  fair  opportunity  of  test- 
ing the  matter  in  any  way  he,  together  with  his 
colleagues,  thinks  desirable,  so  as  to  put  it  before 
the  country  whether  the  charges  were  founded 
or  not  founded. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — To  what  charges  does 
the  honorable  gentleman  refer  ? 

Mr.  REES. — I  refer  to  the  char^  of  the  ille- 
gal disposition  of  the  public  land  m  relation  to 
the  Piako  Swamp,  and  the  charge  of  libel  tried  in 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Is  the  honorable  member 
prepared  to  prosecute  criminally  in  regard  to  the 
riako  Swamp  ? 

Mr.  REE8.— Certainly  I  am. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Well,  I  challenge  him 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  REES.— I  will  do  so.  Will  the  honorable 
member  challenge  me  with  regard  to  the  libel  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 
Mr.  JBallanee 


Mr.  BEES.— The  late  Minister  of  the  Crown 
speaks  of  the  demoralisation  of  this  House  and 
declines  to  challenge  a  criminal  prosecution  for 
libeL 

lir.  SPEAKER.— I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  hare  some  regard  to  the  question  which 
is  now  under  oonsidenU^ion. 

Mr.  REES.— I  was  only  repljnng  to  the  state- 
ments made  in  this  House.  When  taunts  aie 
thrown  out  by  one  side  of  the  House  it  csn 
hardly  be  expected  that  they  will  not  be  taken  up. 
In  relation  to  the  matter  immediatdy  before 
the  House,  I  regret  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  W^t  should  hare  made  ths 
statement  contained  in  the  newspaper — that  is, 
supposing  he  did  make  them.  I  regni  that  ss 
much  as  anybody.  I  think  the  terms  used  are 
utterly  ind^ensible,  and  they  should  not  be  used 
hj  any  person  inside  this  House  or  outside  of  it 
We  haye  had  really  yery  strong  statements  made 
in  this  House.  I  allude  to  the  celebrated  speedi 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Cliye.'  If 
that  had  been  made  outside  this  House,  I  should 
like  io  know  in  what  position  the  honorable 
member  would  haye  been  at  this  time,  supposing 
the  person  against  whom  the  statements  wers 
made  had  chosen  to  take  the  matter  up.  Any 
person  could  see  that  the  statements  were  ab- 
solutely indefensible,  no  matter  what  proceed- 
ings were  taken  in  relation  to  them.  When 
statements  of  that  kind  are  made  eyen  in  this 
House,  it  is  a  useless  expenditure  of  force  to  pro- 
ceed against  any  person  for  strong  expressions 
used  outside  the  House.  I  am  sure  that  the 
statements  contained  in  the  leading  articles  pub* 
lished  daily  are  worse  eyen  than  the  statements 
alleged  to  haye  been  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  AucUand  City  West  (Dr.  WalUs). 
If,  howeyer,  the  honorable  gentlemnn  did  make 
those  statements  he  did  that  which  was  «ot 
warranted  or  right  in  the  slightest  degree.  I 
hardly  think  that  the  honorable  member  could 
haye  used  that  langaage,  although  it  is  ffiyen  in 
the  report.  If  he  did  use  it,  it  was  utteiiy  inde- 
fensible. I  would  say  the  same  thing,  no  mattsf 
who  used  it.  If  I  had  used  it  myself  I  would 
say  the  same  thing.  Statements  haye  been  mads 
against  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
and  he  has  asked  time  after  time  for  an  inqoiiT 
into  those  charges.  The  Journals  show  the 
statements  that  miye  been  made.  A  Committee 
sat  in  this  House  before  I  became  a  member  of 
it,  of  which  the  honorable  member  for  Ayon  wM 
Chairman,  and  they  reported  distinctly  that  the 
Piako  Swamp  had  been  dealt  with  absolutely 
against  the  law.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about 
it  that,  if  Ministers  of  the  Crown  went  outside 
the  law  to  obtain  a  large  quantity  of  hmd  a* 
against  priyate  citizens,  they  did  that  whioh  wai 
illegal  and  wrong.  I  shall  say  no  more  on  the 
subject,  and  I  hope  that  the  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment will  be  dropped. 

Mr. SWANSON.— I  hope  the  House  wiU^ 
this  unpleasant  matter,  and  allow  us  to  proceed 
with  the  business  of  priyate  members.  Something 
has  been  said  against  members  obtaining  leare  to 
go  home  to  attend  to  their  priyate  businew»od 
then  speaking  at  pubHo  meetings.    I  receiyed  • 
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telegram  that  my  familj  -were  ill,  and  I  was 
almost  going  back  to  Auckland.  If  I  had  done 
ao  and  been  present  at  a  public  meeting,  I  should 
not  have  considered  it  wrong  to  address  the 
electors,  if  called  upon  to  do  so.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  understood  that  a  member  cannot  speak 
publiclj  during  the  session.  It  is  possible, 
though  not  proved,  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  Citj  West  has  done  a  very  foolish 
and  wrong  thing.  But  there  is  this  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  Dr.  Wallis:  He  is  a  new  mem- 
ber, and  may  hare  beliered  what  he  heard  us  say 
of  each  other.  If  any  person  happened  to  be 
in  the  gallery  of  the  House  this  afternoon  and 
heard  this  debate,  and  if  he  believed  what  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  have  said  of  one 
another,  would  he  not  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  Dr.  Wallis  had  exactly  stated  what  was 
true  ?  I  hope  this  matter  will  be  allowed  to 
drop,  so  that  we  may  get  on  with  the  business. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  may  say  that  I  regret  that  I 
was  not  allowed  to  withdraw  my  motion  about  an 
hoar  ago,  when  I  requested  the  House  to  per- 
mit me  to  do  so.  Seeing  that  on  this  motion  a 
fsat  deal  of  latitude  has  been  given,  I  think 
am  entitled  to  make  one  or  two  observations 
with  reference  to  what  has  fallen  from  various 
honorable  members.  I  do  not  agree  with  some 
honorable  members  that  the  language  used  in  this 
House  has  been  worse  than  that  used  in  previous 
sessions.  If  any  one  reads  Hansard  in  the  past 
he  will  find  that  an  honorable  member  was  called 
••  a  burglar "  by  auother  —  that  one  honorable 
member  vma  called  "a  poisoner"  by  another. 
All  these  things  have  been  said  in  this  House.  I 
eay  that  stronger  language  was  used  in  this  House 
two  or  three  sessions  ago  than  that  used  now.  I 
believe  a  change  has  come  about  mainly  from 
this  cause  :  that  of  late  new  members  have  come 
into  this  House  who  are  able  to  retaliate  upon 
some  of  the  older  members  of  the  House  in  their 
own  style,  and  they  are  getting  sick  of  it.  I 
believe  that  is  the  sole  reason  for  the  change.  I 
may  state  that  I  think  the  honorable  member  for 
Egroont  has  unfairly  treated  the  honorable  mem* 
h^  for  Rangitikei.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  re- 
turn which  he  was  bold  enough  to  say  did  not 
exist,  and  to  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Bangitikei  referred,  and  I  find  in  that  return  the 
Waitoa  and  Piako  Blocks  as  having  been  pur- 
chased, 200,000  acres,  the  Government  paying 
about  £17,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Subject  to  Native  re- 
terves.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  it  was  purchased, 
but  it  was  subject  to  Native  ro«?erves. 

Mr.  STOUT. — The  honorub'v*  member  is  wrong 
in  that  also.  Tiie  Proclamation  which  was  issued 
under  the  Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act 
was  allowed  to  lapse  in  order  to  allow  Mr. 
Whitaker  to  arrange  privately  with  the  Natives. 
The  reason  given  by  tne  Native  Land  Purchase 
Commissioner  before  the  Committee  was  this: 
He  was  asked,  "  Why  was  this  allowed  to  lapse 
when  you  were  negotiating  for  the  land? — Be- 
cause the  Government  told  me  this  land  was  to 
go  to  Mr.  Whitaker."  Then  there  is  another 
question,  to  which  he  replies,  "  At  that  time  the 
Government  would  have  acquired  the  whole,  and 
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given  Mr.  Whitaker  the  piece  in  exchange ;  but 
when  the  Bill  was  thrown  out  by  the  Legislative 
Council,  Dr.  Pollen  said,  *  You  can  exclude  that 
from  your  purchase.'  "  Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber says  that  these  200,000  acres  were  not  under 
purchase.  It  was  all  under  Proclamation,  and, 
if  the  Government  had  chosen,  it  could  have  ac- 
quired the  whole  of  the  land,  and  Mr.  Whitaker 
need  not  have  got  an  acre  of  it.  He  might  have 
been  allowed,  as  other  persons  in  the  colony  have 
been  compelled  to  do,  to  substantiate  his  claims 
in  a  Court  of  law.  Why  should  the  Pro- 
clamation have  been  allowed  to  lapse  in  order  to 
permit  him  to  get  this  land  ?  Then,  referring  to 
the  Piako  Swamp,  I  say  that  there  is  not  a  man 
in  this  House,  even  though  he  have  no  legal 
training,  who  would  not  say  that  the  Order  in 
Council  issued  in  reference  to  that  land  was 
totally  illegal  and  improper.  I  do  not  impute 
motives,  but  I  will  tell  the  House  how  this  hap- 
pened. A  private  arrangement  is  made  with  the 
purchasers  of  the  swamp  which  the  law  did  not 
sanction,  and  a  Committee  of  this  House  reports 
on  the  transaction,  and  points  out  that  it  is 
illegal.  What  do  the  Government  do  ?  Two  or 
three  dajs  before  the  Parliament  met  in  1876 
—  the  report  having  been  made  in  1875  —  the 
Government  issue  a  Proclamation  —  an  illegal 
and  improper  Proclamation — and  allow  Messrs. 
Whitaker  and  Russell  to  pay  over  the  purchase- 
money  and  come  under  the  Proclamation,  thereby 
preventing  any  other  person  purchasing.  Was 
not  that  improper?  It  was  not  only  against  the 
law,  but  it  was  most  improper.  And  then  the 
honorable  member  has  the  assurance  to  say  that 
no  charge  can  be  brought  against  his  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  matter.  I  say  there 
never  was  any  Government  in  any  country  that 
had  any  public  opinion  whatever  that  would  ven- 
ture to  do  what  was  done  in  regard  to  the  Piako 
Swamp.  I  should  like  him  to  name  any  country 
in  which  the  Government  would  venture  to  sell 
land  illegally  to  a  private  individual  after  a  Com- 
mittee of  Parliament  had  said  it  was  illegal.  In 
order  to  validate  their  own  illegal  bargain  they 
issue  an  Order  in  Council  two  or  three  days 
before  Parliament  meets,  and  receive  the  monepr 
on  the  same  day  that  the  Order  in  Council  is 
issued,  so  as  to  prevent  ParUament  dealing  with 
the  matter.  And  yet  the  honorable  member  says 
these  charges  are  all  moonshine.  I  will  make 
these  very  charges  at  the  first  public  meeting  I 
address,  and  if  he  thinks  I  am  wrong  let  him  say 
so,  and  sue  me  for  damages.  I  will  test  the 
question  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in  any 
Court  of  law.  There  is  foundation  for  these 
charges,  and  they  are  made  by  those  who  do  not 
alter  Hansard  proofs  in  order  to  prevent  their 
appearing.  Who  are  they  that  alter  those  proofs  ? 
The  country  knows  who  they  are.  I  regret  that 
so  much  of  a  private  members'  day  has  been 
taken  up  in  this  discussion,  but  when  the  honor- 
able member  who  brought  the  matter  forward  ' 
read  a  report  from  one  newspaper  I  thought  it 
only  right  to  read  what  was  said  of  that  report 
by  another  paper.  There  the  discussion  might 
have  ended  ;  but  no  doubt  the  House  is  much 
indebted  to  the  honorable  member  for  Wakatipa 
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for  getting  up  a  debate  in  defence  of  the  purity 
of  the  House. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negatived. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  going  to  moTO  that 
the  House  do  adjourn,  in  order  to  put  myself  in  a 
position  to  answer  the  statements  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  who  has  jus! 
sat  down.  I  am  yery  sorry  to  hare  to  lake  up  the 
time  of  the  House,  but  I  shall  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible. I  shall  introduce  no  new  matter,  but  will 
merely  refer  to  the  statements  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City,  the  honorable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Bangitikei.  It  would  be  un- 
reasonable and  unseemly  in  me  to  sit  still  and  hear 
the  Premier  say  that  all  the  charges  he  has  made 
had  been  substantiated,  and  that  every  member 
of  this  House  applauded  him  for  the  action  he  had 
token.  That  is  my  excuse  for  again  referring  to 
a  matter  which  has  raised  the  ire  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  Cily.  I  shall  now  put  a  few 
fncts  on  record,  in  order'that  the  public  may  be 
able  to  judge  between  those  fact*  and  the  fact^ 
referred  to  by  the  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
debate  which  has  just  closed.  The  history  of  the 
Piako  Swamp  case,  shortly  stated,  is  this  :  There 
was  a  rery  largo  swamp,  which  it  was  quite  im- 
possible for  private  individuals  to  drain  on  a 
small  scale.  Tliis  swamp  had  been  open  for  sale 
for  some  years  at  a  reasonable  rate,  5s.  an  acre, 
and  was  ultimately  withdrawn  from  sale.  Sub- 
sequently some  large  capitalists  in  Auckland  pro- 
posed to  buy  it,  and  the  proposal  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Q-ovemment  of  the  day.  I  was 
not  then  in  the  Government,  and  did  not  join 
it  for  a  few  years  after.  The  Government  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  desirable  to  accept 
the  offer  and  dispose  of  the  swamp  in  order  to  get 
a  road  through  it,  as  it  was  a  harbour  of  refuge 
for  the  rebel  Natives.  Arrangements  were  entered 
into  with  these  capitalists  to  purchase  it ;  and  so 
far  that  was  an  illegal  transaction.  It  was  illegal 
to  this  extent:  that,  although  the  Government 
had  full  authority  under  the  New  Zealand  Settle- 
ments Act  to  sell  the  land,  it  was  necessary  be- 
fore they  sold  it  to  issue  an  Order  in  Council ;  but 
they  entered  into  the  arrangement  to  sell  before 
issuing  the  Order  in  Council.  They  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  these  capitalists :  but  I  need 
not  trouble  the  House  by  referring  further  to  that, 
as  it  is  upon  the  public  records.  The  transaction 
was  not  completed  very  speedily.  It  gradually 
dragged  on,  but  the  persons  who  Imd  entered  into 
tlie  bargain  took  possession  of  the  land,  and  ex- 
pended large  sums  of  money  in  draining  it.  They 
then  applied  to  the  Government  for  a  title,  and 
the  Order  in  Council  to  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  referred  was  issued  just  before  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  last  year.  Immediately 
after  that,  although  these  gentlemen  had  been  in 
possession  for  some  years,  and  had  expended  many 
thousands  of  pounds  upon  the  land,  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  took  the  matter  up 
when  the  House  met,  believing  that  the  public 
had  suffered  a  great  wrong  through  the  Govern- 
ment not  offering  the  swamp  for  sale  publicly, 
instead  of  selling  it  privately.  Some  very  warm 
Mr,  SijtU 


discussions  upon  the  subject  followed,  and  a 
motion  was  tabled  proposing  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  issue  the  Crown  grant  under 
the  Order  in  Council.  If  my  memory  serves  m© 
aright,  that  motion,  Sir,  was  carried  by  your  cast- 
ing vote.  The  Government  of  the  day  considered 
their  position,  and  said  that,  if  it  was  the  opinkia 
of  tlie  House  that  they  had  committed  an  indis* 
cretion  in  the  matter,  they  would  take  that  ex- 
pression of  opinion  as  a  vote  of  censure  and 
resign.  It  was  evident  that  the  transaction  most 
be  completed,  or  that  they  should  retire  from 
office.  The  House,  having  considered  the  matter, 
appointed  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  it.  That 
Committee,  having  carefully  inquired  into  all  the 
facts  of  the  case,  recommended  that  the  Crown 
grant  should  be  issued;  and  the  House,  by  a 
large  majority,  approved  of  the  course  that  had 
been  followed  by  the  Government  of  the  day. 
That  is  the  history  of  that  transaction.  In  no 
way  was  it  illegal,  except  through  the  non-issue 
of  the  Order  in  Council,  which  the  Government 
were  quite  competent  to  issue,  which  this  House 
had  authorized  them  to  issue,  and  which  tbey 
could  have  issued  at  any  time.  So  far  it  was  quite 
correct  to  say  that  it  was  an  illegal  transaction, 
but  it  was  not  illegal  in  the  sense  imputed  to  Xhe 
Government.  I  know  there  are  certain  gentle- 
men who  still  believe  that  the  transaction  was 
an  unwise  one,  and  there  are  some  who  go  fur* 
ther  than  that,  and  say  that  it  was  a  corrupt 
one ;  but  the  majority  of  the  House  decided 
that  the  transaction  was  a  proper  and  wise  one. 
Having  joined  the  Government  two  years  after 
the  transaction  had  been  entered  into,  I  went-Tcry 
carefully  into  the  matter  and  considered  how  £af 
I  should  be  justified  in  taking  the  responsibilitj 
upon  myself.  Having  considered  the  matter 
very  carefully,  I  satisfied  myself  that  it  was  an 
exceedingly  wise  transaction,  and  therefore  I 
have  taken  upon  myself  ever  since  the  dutj  of 
defending  the  position.  In  my  opinion  the  trans- 
action was  a  wise  one.  I  hold  that  the  full  price 
was  obtained  for  the  land,  and  that  its  sale  was 
a  great  boon  to  the  district.  Now  I  will  give  the 
history  of  the  other  transaction,  that  of  the  'Wai* 
toa  Block.  In  1839  large  purchases  of  land  ivere 
made  upon  Piako,  the  daim  in  respect  to  whidi 
is  known  in  the  Native  Land  Court  &8  "Web- 
ster's claim."  The  Court  decided  that  the  laud 
was  properly  purchased ;  and  the  Crown  grants 
were  issued.  Subsequently  Mr.  Whitaker  lx>ught 
claims  representing  about  12,000  acres  of  the  land. 
The  grants  were,  by  after-legislation,  ordered,  to 
be  called  in  and  cancelled,  and  new  grants  w^ere 
ordered  to  be  issued  in  their  place.  Mr.  Sell, 
now  Sir  Francis  Dillon  Bell,  who  was  the  L*and 
Claims  Commissioner  in  those  days,  determined 
that  those  12,000  acres  belonged  absolutely  to 
Mr.  Whitaker,  and  that  when  *  the  land  had 
been  surveyed  the  Crown  grant  ought  to  be 
issued.  Upon  this  land  there  liaa  for  many 
years  been  a  Native  settlement;  and  a  Native 
named  Tarapipipi,  the  chief  of  a  very  large 
tribe,  was  so  strong  that  he  successfully  resist^ 
the  survey  of  the  land.  It  was  only  for  the  good 
of  the  country  that  Mr.  Whitaker  refrained  from 
surveying  the  laud,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
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he  had  a  legal  right  to  do  so  whenever  he  chose, 
and  to  theu  demand  a  Crown  grant.  Mr. 
Whitaker,  knowing  that  the  Natives  were  very 
desirous  to  retain  possession  of  tbe  land,  was  very 
anxious  to  get  some  other  land  in  exchange  for  it. 
He  did  not  wish  to  disturb  the  Natives,  because 
lie  knew  that  if  Ihej  were  disturbed  they  would 
have  0one  in  a  body  to  the  King  country.  There- 
fore, for  twenty-five  years  ho  was  content,  in  the 
interests  of  the  country,  to  remain  out  of  the  land 
in  order  to  preserve  peace.  Some  three  years  ago 
he  went  to  the  Government,  and  said,  *'  I  have 
lost  a  great  deal  of  money  over  this  transaction, 
and  I  think  it  is  time  the  thing  should  be  settled. 
Are  you  prepared  to  give  me  other  land  in  ex- 
change for  this?"  I  may  here  say  that  the 
Commissioner  has  full  power  to  exchange  Crown 
lands  within  the  province  for  any  lands  which* 
were  awarded  by  the  Native  Land  Court  to  any 
particidar  person  ;  but  there  was  this  difficulty : 
There  was  then  no  land  in  Auckland  available 
for  exchange,  because  the  land  which  hod  been 
purchased  there  had  been  bought  under  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act,  and  it  was 
provided  in  that  Act  that  no  land  so  bought 
•hould  be  exchanged.  The  Government  of  the 
day — before  I  joined  the  Government — repre- 
sented by  Dr.  Pollen,  agreed  to  exchange  this 
land  for  Mr.  Whitaker  if  the  Assembly  would 
authorize  the  transaction,  he  agreeing  to  take 
acre  for  acre  in  the  Waitoa  Block.  The  ques- 
tion came  before  the  Legislative  Council,  and, 
as  honorable  gentlemen  will  see  by  a  reference 
to  the  debate  which  took  place  on  the  occa- 
sion, the  opinion  expressed  there  was  that  the 
exchange  was  reasonable  and  right ;  but  they  were 
under  the  impression  that  it  should  be  effected 
without  an  Act,  and  that  the  Gt>vernment  could 
effect  it  without  an  Act.  But  there  was  no 
power  to  do  it  without  a  special  Act,  for  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act  precluded 
the  possibility  of  doing  so.  The  Waitoa  Block 
consisted  of  200,000  acres  of  land,  and  the  Native, 
Tarapipipi,  made  certain  reserves  in  it  for  his  own 
use.  A  Proclamation  had  been  made  under  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act  precluding  all 
private  dealings  with  the  land,  altoough,  before 
the  issue  of  the  Proclamation,  arrangements  had 
been  made  by  Mr.  Whitaker  with  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  exchange  of  the  land.  The  Pro- 
clamation was,  however,  issued,  and  there  was  no 
loneer  any  power  for  any  private  person  to  deal 
with  the  land.  That  Proclamation  never  was 
cancelled ;  it.  expired  by  effluxion  of  time,  and 
could  not  be  renewed,  because  there  was  no  power 
to  renew  it.  After  tlie  expiry  of  the  Proclama- 
tion Mr.  Whitaker  renewed  his  negotiations  with 
the  Gt>Temment  and  with  the  Natives.  He  made 
certain  proposals  to  the  Government  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exchange  of  the  land,  but  the  pro- 
posals did  not  appear  to  me,  who  then  held  the 
position  of  Land  Claims  Commissioner,  to  be 
such  that  I  could  assent  to  them.  There  were 
legal  difficulties  in  the  way ;  but  otherwise  I 
thought  his  proposals  were  just  and  fair.  I 
intimated  my  opmion,  and  Mr.  Whitaker  there- 
upon withdrew  his  proposals,  and  agreed  with 
TWrapipipt  that   he  would    survey  the    12,000 


acres  of  land,  and  get  a  Crown  grant  for  it  issued 
in  the  name  of  Tarapipipi.  That  is  the  position 
of  affairs  now.  Tarapipipi  was  to  get  the  Crown 
grant  for  that  land,  and  he  was  to  give  Mr. 
Whitaker  12,000  acres  in  the  Waitoa  Block, 
That  is  the  whole  history  of  the  case  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  The  transaction  was  a  fair  and 
right  one.  Mr.  Whitaker  has  not,  as  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  acquired  any  land  which  could  pro- 
perly be  applied  to  any  other  purpose,  because, 
in  exchange  for  the  12,000  acres  which  he  has 
acquired  in  the  Waitoa  Block,  ho  has  given  the 
Natives  the  12,000  acres  which  he  originally 
owned.  He  consented  to  take  the  Waitoa  land  in 
exchange  for  his  own,  because  he  desired  to  con- 
sult the  interests  of  the  pubUo  by  doing  what  he 
could  to  preserve  peace  with  the  Natives.  I  am 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  I  can  say  that  Mr.  Whitaker 
could,  at  the  present  moment,  if  he  chose,  go  to 
Tarapipipi  and  say,  "Clear  off  this  landi  it  is 
mine."  Ho  could  even  now  force  the  Natives  to 
quit  the  land.  I  understand  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee has  carefully  inquired  into  the  matter,  and 
reported  that  the  proposed  exchanse  was  judicious, 
and  ought  to  be  made.  The  Committee  has  further 
reported  that  Mr.  Whitaker  has  a  claim  upon  the 
Goremraent  in  consequence  of  the  Government 
not  having  carried  out  their  agreement  with  him, 
and  the  Committee  has  further  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
pay  him  the  amount  he  has  lost.  I  shall  not 
enter  into  the  question  whether  that  is  right  or 
not.  I  merely  wish  to  put  on  record  the  fact 
that  in  my  opinion  the  two  transactions  to  which 
I  have  referred  were  completed  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony.  To  put  myself  in  order  I  move, 
That  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  second  the  motion.  I  wish  to 
say  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  incorrect  in 
many  of  the  statements  he  has  made.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  has  stated  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  issue  an  Order  in  Council  before  the  sale  of 
the  Piako  land  could  be  completed.  That  is  in- 
correct. In  1871  that  land  was  practically  with- 
drawn from  sale  by  private  contract,  because  re- 
gulations which  were  then  framed  provided  that 
all  land  should  be  sold  by  auction  after  they  had 
been  surveyed.  Therefore  it  was  illegal  to  make 
any  bargain  in  regard  to  it.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  says, — 

"  That  the  land  was  practically  withdrawn  from 
sale  by  private  contract,  by  the  regulations  of 
1871,  which  provide  that  all  sales  should  be  by 
auction  after  survey.  And  that  the  transaction 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law  in  force  at  the  time,  which  clearly  required 
that  the  making  and  publication  should  precede 
sale." 

The  next  incorrect  statement  that  he  made  was 
that  last  year  a  Committee  investigated  the  mat- 
ter, and  recommended  the  issue  of  the  Crown 
grant. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Tliat  was  a  mistake.  I 
should  have  said  that  the  House,  by  a  large 
majority,  approved  of  the  transaction. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  rewlution  nasMd  by  the 
House  was,  "  That  this  House  will  not  interfere 
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to  prerent  the  iisue  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
the  Crown  gmnt  for  the  Piako  Swamp."  I 
faj  that  the  House  did  not  recommend  the 
issue  of  the  Crown  grant;  it  merely  said  that 
it  would  not  interfere  to  prerent  the  issue,- 
which  is  a  rery  different  thing.  Therefore  the 
honorable  member  was  incorrect  in  his  reference 
to  that.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  Waitoa  land 
claims,  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  that  land 
was  claimed  wrongfully,  because  I  do  not  know, 
and  do  not  pretend  to  know,  so  much.  But  what 
I  say  is  this :  tliat,  immediately  after  the  Legis- 
lature refuted  to  past  the  Act  authorizing  the 
exchange,  Dr.  Pollen,  a  member  of  the  Ministry, 
went  to  the  Land  Purchase  Commissioner  and 
told  him  to  allow  Mr.  Whitaker  to  have  the  land. 
It  is  no  defence  to  say  that  the  Assembly  wished 
Mr.  'Whitaker  to  get  it,  because  the  House  never* 
expressed  any  opinion  on  the  subject— the  Bill 
was  thrown  out.  Therefore  we  come  to  this : 
that  the  Legislature  refused  to  sanction  the 
exchange,  but  that  the  6K)Temment  did  sanction 
it  after  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. It  is  all  nonsense  to  talk  about  the  Pro- 
clamation having  lapsed,  because  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Mackay  shows  that,  two  or  three  years 
before  the  Proclamation  lapsed,  he  was  told 
to  let  this  piece  of  land  go  to  Mr.  Whitaker. 
It  is  a  mere  quibble  to  say  that  the  Proclama- 
tion had  lapsed.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bangitikei  was  quite  warranted  in  saying  that 
it  was  a  most  improper  thing  for  the  Governor 
to  do — to  go  behind  the  Legislature  and  make 
a  private  bargain  in  that  way:  and  so  it  was 
in  the  case  of  the  Piako  Swamp.  I  regret  that 
the  honorable  member  raised  the  question  again, 
and  I  cannot  see  that  he  has  proved  any  of  my 
statements  to  be  incorrect. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make 
some  remarks  in  reference  to  the  observations  we 
have  just  heard  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  about  the  Piako  Swamp.  I  vrill  make 
them  in  a  manner  as  little  offensive  as  possible, 
bnt  necessarily  they  must  contain  serious  matter. 
We  are  told  that  the  Piako  Swamp  was  open 
for  tale  for  some  years,  and  that  it  had  been 
withdrawn  from  sue.  That  was  the  state  of 
the  case.  I  would  state  that,  having  seen  the 
country  many  years  previously,  I  know  of  my 
own  knowledge  that  tnere  is  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  the  land  included  in  the  Crown  grant 
which  is  very  valuable  land.  Now,  there  was  a 
positive  law  under  which  that  land  might  have 
been  disposed  of.  It  was  tq  be  sold  by  public 
auction  at  an  upset  price,  so  that  all  the  Queen's 
subjects  might  fairly  and  equally  bid  for  it.  That 
was  the  law  in  force,  and  that  was  the  law  to 
which  that  land  was  subject,  every  one  of  the 
Queen's  subjects  having  the  right  to  bid  for 
it,  of  which  right  they  could  not  be  deprived  ex- 
-  cppt  by  law.  The  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
then  went  on  to  state  that  which  I  could  not 
rightly  characterize  without  the  use  of  very  strong 
language — that  which  greatly  shocked  all  my  no- 
tions of  what  is  right.  The  Gk>vemment  had  no 
power  over  that  land  except  as  trustees.  They  Were 
Dound  to  carry  out  the  law,  and  to  do  nothing 
else.  The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  con- 
Mr,  Stout 


tended  that,  inasmuch  as  they  had  the  power  to 
make  new  laws,  there  was  nothing  wrong  in  pro- 
ceeding to  break  the  law  in  force — ^to  take  from 
the  Queen's  subjects  the  rights  they  had  in  the 
land,  and  to  dispose  of  it  at  their  own  vrill 
by  breaking  the  law — because  they  might  after- 
wards pass  a  law  which  would  leguize  that 
illegal  act.  I  know  of  no  more  dangerous  doc- 
trine that  could  be  advanced.  If  that  principle 
were  correct,  then  any  party  who  haa  a  ma- 
jority in  this  House  might  do  exactly  what  they 
pleased.  They  might  break  all  existing  laws, 
because  they  knew  that  they  were  suffidentlr 
powerful  to  subsequently  pass  a  law  whuji 
would  legalise  their  wrong-aoing.  That  notion 
coming  from  a  statesman — not  as  a  mere  specu- 
lation, not  as  a  possible  idea,  but  as  an  actual 
principle  of  action  which  has  been  and  vras 
to  be  carried  into  operation -— is  one  whioh  I 
hardly  know  how  to  characterize  without  ex- 
pressing my  ideas  in  very  strong  language.  I  do 
not  think  a  worse  principle  coiud  be  laid  down ; 
and  I  think  that  a  country  would  be  in  a  very 
unfortunate  position  if  such  maxims  could  not 
only  be  held,  but  be  put  into  actual  operation 
as  has  been  the  case  here.  If  that  doctrine  were 
allowed,  that  certain  people  might  do  as  they 
liked,  might  break  the  law  because  they  could 
afterwards  pass  another  law  to  do  away  witli  the 
illegality  of  their  acts,  the  consequences  would  be 
very  serious.  It  would  amount  to  this :  that 
there  would  be  no  law  in  existence  in  the  country 
but  the  will  of  the  Ministrr  for  the  time  being. 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  would  be  deprived  of  that 
protection  from  the  laws  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  far  the  ill  effects 
of  such  a  system  as  that  would  extend.  But  the 
persons  in  whose  favour  that  breach  of  the  law 
was  committed  were  one  or  two  of  the  most  in- 
fluential people  in  the  colony,  and,  moreover,  were 
people  to  whom  the  Government  were  bound  by 
certain  ties.  I  attribute  no  corruption :  but  I  be- 
lieve that  no  other  of  the  Queen's  subjects  would 
have  had  the  advantages  given  to  tnem  which 
those  gentlemen  had  given  to  them.  If  any  one 
in  humbler  circumstances,  any  man  without  such 
influence  in  the  country,  had  made  such  a  pro- 
position, I  cannot  believe  that  the  application . 
would  have  been  entertained  by  the  Gbvemnkent. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  reasonable  man  can 
conceive  that  such  would  have  been  the  case. 
Thus  we  have  this :  that  onS  or  two  persons  of 
great  influence,  who  wished  to  acquire  a  tract 
of  valuable  land — I  may  call  it  90,()00  acres,  for 
it  was  89,000  and  some  odd  acres  —  asked  the 
Government  to  deliberately  break  the  law,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  them  that  tract  of  land  at 
what  I  consider  was  a  most  inadequate  price. 
Not  only  did  they  get  that  advantage,  but  they 
got  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  so  large  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  for  private  individuals 
to  hold  it  in  that  district  without  inflicting  wrong 
upon  many  people;  and  the  result  was  that 
they  ultimately  inflicted  a  wrong — not  only  the 
first  wrong  of  unlawfully  taking  the  land,  but 
the  subsequent  wrong  of  rendering  impossible 
what  I  should  call  the  settlement  of  the  district ; 
and  that  in  a  district  in  which  land  is  absdatdiy 
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required  by  the  people,  especiallj  the  people  of 
the  Thames.  Tniett  was  all  done  unlawiullji  and 
not  only  done  unlawfully,  but  done  with  the 
ttipulation  that  the  law  should  subsequently  be 
altered  so  that  the  whole  transaction  should  be 
legalized.  That  act  was  performed  by  the  trus- 
tees of  the  people,  the  very  persons  upon  whom 
the  honor  oi  the  country  rested,  and  it  was  exer- 
cised, in  favour  of  men  who  were  rich  and  power- 
ful, to  the  detriment  of  those  who  were  ill  able  to 
take  their  own  part.  That  was  the  transaction 
which  I  tried  to  prevent,  and  I  appealed  to  this 
House  to  assist  me  nn  doing  it.  And  what  did 
the  Government  do  ?  They  endeavoured  to 
prevent  me  from  having  an  inquiry  into  the 
case  ;  and  by  the  action  they  took,  supported  by 
a  majority,  I  may  have  been  forced  into  using 
expressions  and  taking  steps  which  periiaps  I 
should  not  have  taken  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances.   I  felt  that  I  was  being  overborne  b; 


the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  and  I 


fek 
especially  wounded  by  his  overbearing  manner, 
because  the  course  I  pursued  was  simp^  pursued 
in  the  interest  of  the  people  of  this  colony.  The 
thing  having  been  brought  to  that  stage,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  if 
he  desired  to  do  what  was  right,  to  have  admitted 
what  he  now  admits— that  he  had  committed  an 
illegal  act.  He  should  have  said  to  the  House, 
"  We  put  ourselves  in  your  hands.  We  ask  for 
a  Committee  of  inquiry  into  the  matter.  We 
feel  that  a  wrong  has  been  done  to  the  Queen's 
subjects ;  it  was  not  done  with  a  bad  mo- 
tive, it  was  done  inadvertently  j  but  we  have 
made  a  mistake,  and  we  come  to  the  House 
and  ask  them  to  investigate  the  matter,  for  we 
are  willing  to  make  any  compensation  that  may 
be  deemed  to  be  necessary.'*  But  they  did  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  They  again  went  down  to 
Government  House  and  advised  the  issue  of  an 
Order  in  Council  which  would  enable  them  to 
carry  out  their  first  illegal  act  by  committing 
a  second  wrong  act.  The  Gt>vemor,  on  their 
advice,  did  issue  the  Order  in  Council,  and  then, 
as  was  well  known  to  honorable  members,  they 
insisted  upon  the  House  not  preventing  the 
issue  of  the  Crown  grant.  But  this  I  will  say, 
and  I  say  it  with  all  respect  to  honorable  mem- 
bers, that,  had  not  the  question  of  Abolition  been 
pending,  and  had  not  the  Government  thr^tened 
to  resigrn  unless  the  House  in  some  way  gave  a 
qualified  assent  to  the  unlawful  course  which 
had  been  pursued,  that  assent  would  nerer  have 
been  given,  and  the  resolution  brought  down  to 
the  House  would  never  have  been  paissed.  They 
\ised  the  power  Ihey  possessed  in  this  House  to 
get  an  unlawful  action  ratified ;  and  I  confess 
that  that  case  and  one  or  two  other  cases  have 
produced  the  impression  upon  my  mind  that  this 
House,  in  handing  over  such  verv  large  powers  to 
the  Gt>vemor  in  Council  in  relation  to  public 
lands  and  public  moneys,  has  made  a  great  mis- 
take. I  was  myself  to  some  extent  to  blamio  for 
that  transaction,  because,  exercising  the  power 
I  did  in  drafting  the  Constitution  Act,  I  had 
the  means  of  taking  care  that  the  Executive 
Council  should  not  exist  in  the  form  it  does :  but 
I  imagined  that  it  would  really  become  a  useful 


institution.  I  took  care  that  in  the  Constitution 
Act  no  clau9e  appeared  preventing  the  Crown 
from  continuing  to  appoint  an  Executive  Council 
in  this  colony.  I  never  thought  of  what  it  would 
lead  to.  The  result  was,  that  very  large  powers 
over  the  lands  and  moneys  of  the  colony  were 
given  by  this  Assembly  to  the  Gt>vernor,  and  the 
Executive  Council  had  the  means  of  transacting 
a  large  mass  6f  business.  Now,  I  think  that  was 
an  entire  mistake,  and  if  I  remain  in  office  I  in- 
tend to  take  steps  to  bring  this  matter  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  I  shall  not  have  time  to  do 
so  this  session,  but  I  intend  to  bring  the  whole 
subject  before  the  House.  I  intend  to  point  out 
that,  as  a  result  of  Ministers  having  the  power  to 
go  to  the  Governor  and  get  Orders  in  Council 
issued  to  carry  out  transactions  of  this  kind, 
a  sort  of  sanctity  is  given  to  such  transactions. 
Very  large  words  are  used  —  "the  Governor  in 
Council" — and  the  impression  left  in  the  people's 
mind  is  that  the  Governor  exercises  supreme 
power :  that,  in  fact,  he  sits  as  a  kind  of  sovereign 
m  couneil  with  his  Ministers,  and  that  he  Ims 
power  to  override  any  recommendation— that  the 
Ministers  argue  a  point  with  him,  and  that  the 
Governor  immediately  decides  whether  or  not  he 
will  permit  such  an  act  to  be  carried  out.  That 
is  an  entire  delusion.  It  must  be  known  to  every 
one  who  has  a  practical  knowledge  of  these  things, 
that  Ministers  advise  the  Governor  in  Counol. 
The  Governor  understands  very  little  indeed  of 
these  things,  and  the  assent  and  authority  of  the 
Crown  are  given  to  transactions  which  may  be  oi 
a  very  exceptional  nature.  The  safest  way  will 
be  to  enact  that,  in  all  the  cases  in  which  the 
power  is  given  to  the-  Governor  in  Council  of 
doing  certain  acts  in  relation  to  public  lands, 
public  moneys,  and  other  such  matters,  the  power 
shall  be  taken  from  the  Governor  in  Council,  and 
that,  in  so  far  as  it  is  deemed  to  be  necessary  to 
use  such  great  and  undefined  power,  it  shall  be 
exercised  by  three  or  four  Ministers,  each  at- 
taching his  name  to  the  documents  and  being 
responsible  to  this  Parliament  and  the  country 
for  that  which  they  do,  so  that  we  may  know 
that  there  will  not  be  divided  responsibility.  We 
should  take  care  that  they  are  responsible  to 
the  House,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  uncertain 
responsibility  of  any  kind — thaji  the  documents 
which  give  effect  to  such  acts  shall  be  laid  on 
the  table  of  this  House,  bearing  the  names  of 
those  gentlemen  who  are  responsible  for  the 
acts  done.  We  should  provide  means  by  which 
Ministers  may  be  made  absolutely  responsible  to 
the  House  in  some  way,  and  be  made  liable 
in  penalties  if  they  do  perform,  under  the 
authority  given  them,  acts  illegal  in  themselves 
or  which  may  be  manifestly  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  country.  It  is 
only  by  Qome  such  measure  as  this  that  we  can 
secure  safe  institutions.  I  shall  always  content 
myself  with  the  feeling,  whatever  attacks  may 
be  made  upon  me  and  whatever  abuse  may  be 
lavished  upon  me,  that  in  bringing  these  transac- 
tions before  the  public  I  have  done  my  duty.  I 
shall  make  an  effort  in  the  direction  indicated ; 
and,  if  I  can  put  a  stop  to  the  power  exercised 
irreeponsibly  by  the  Crown,  that  is,  the  Governor 
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in  Council,  in  relation  to  these  great  and  impor- 
tant matters  —  if  I  can  estabUeh  a  system  by 
Tvhichi  in  relation  to  these  matters;  the  respon- 
sibility is  fixed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  proper 
persons^ — I  shall  consider  myself  a  great  bene- 
factor to  New  Zealand.  I  shall  use  the  best 
means  to  attain  such  an  end;  and  I  shall  not 
suffer  much  from  the  obloquy  attempted  to  be 
cast  upon  me,  and  the  constant  attacks  made  upon 
me,  because  I  have  done  my  duty  honestly  to  my 
fellow-colonists. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  great  difficulty  in 
arguing  with  the  honorable  member  is  that  he 
assumes  that  he  alone  is  doing  his  duty,  and  that 
his  opponents  are  influenced  in  their  action  by 
other  motives  than  those  of  the  public  weal. 
That  is  the  tendency  of  the  speech  which  wc 
hare  just  heard.  He  makes  it  appear  that  he 
is  striving  to  obtain  for  the  people  their  rights, 
and  for  this  House  its  proper  authority,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  are  acting  as  extraordinary 
trustees,  or  something  very  like  that.  It  was 
as  a  public  trustee  acting  on  behalf  of  and  for 
the  good  of  the  country  that  I,  for  one,  delibe- 
rately advised  that  the  grant  should  be  issued.  I 
claim  the  right  of  being  considered  to  be  actuated 
by  as  pure  motives  as  is  the  honorable  eentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government,  and  I  am  will- 
ing at  all  times  to  have  my  judgment  called  in 
question.  There  would  have  been  none  of  the 
difficulty  which  has  arisen  during  these  last  few 
years  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  been  con- 
tent to  find  fault  with  the  judgment  of  those 
who  were  opposed  to  him,  but  it  is  the  motivo 
which  he  bos  always  attacked.  He.  has  shown 
that  throughout  his  speech  to-day,  which  was  an 
exceedingly  moderate  speech  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  make.  When  he  tells  us  that  we 
broke  the  law  in  doingthis  he  does  not  really  put 
the  facts  before  the  House.  By  the  New  Zea- 
land Settlements  Acts — and  I  would  point  out 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  must  see  that,  as 
Governor  of  the  colony,  he  took  an  active  part  in 
the  passing  of  those  Acts,  and  assented  to  them 
on  behalf  of  the  Crown— it  is  shown  that  it  was 
considered  necessary  by  the  Government  of  the 
day,  by  the  Ministry,  and  by  this  House  that,  in 
oraer  to  secure  the  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
country,  extraordinary  power  should  be  given  to 
the  Governor  in  Council  to  deal  with  these  mat- 
ters. It  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
peace  and  good  government  of  the  country  to  give 
extraordinary  power  to  deal  with  these  particular 
lands.  Now,  what  I  find  fault  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman  for  doing  is  this :  speaking  of  the 
dealing  with  these  confiscated  lands  as  thoueh 
it  was  a  dealing  with  the  ordinary  lands  of  the 
colony.    But  the  circumstances  were  exceptional, 

and  the  law  was  exceptional 

Sir  G.  GBET. — I  rise  to  make  a  personal  ex- 

Elanation.  I  have  simply  to  sav  that,  like  other 
mds,  they  could  only  be  dealt  with  in  con- 
formity with  the  law  under  which  they  were 
to  be  sold,  and  that  the  law  should  have  been 
obeyed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  quite  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman.     But  any  honorable  mem- 
ber, on  hearing  him,  would  draw  from  his  argu-^ 
Sir  Q.  Grey 


ment,  or  would  understand,  that  we  had  been 
setting  aside  the  ordinary  law. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Yes. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  such  is  not  th« 
fact  at  all.  Under  every  one  of  these  Acts  power 
is  granted  to  the  Governor  (o  dispose  of  the  land. 
Absolute  power  is  given  to  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil to  dispose  of  this  land  as  a  trustee— power  to 
dispose  of  it  as  he  shall  think  fit.  The  only  dif- 
ference between  us  is  %hat  we  could  absolutely, 
legally,  and  morally  have  made  a  law — I  will 
quote  the  honorable  gentleman's  own  words — "to 
authorize  the  sale  of  land'  (fu  the  conditions  that 
were  agreed  upon." 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Equally  to  all. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  not  equally  to  alL 

Hon.  Mbhbbbs.— To  all  alike. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  differ  as  to  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  law.  I  say  absolutely,  No. 
The  honorable  gentleman  himself,  as  Governor  c£ 
the  colony,  was  a  party  to  the  giving  away  of 
enormous  quantities  of  land  to  militofj  settlers 
without  competition.  I  say  that  the  case  is  iden- 
ticaL 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — I  rise  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. The  land  was  given  to  military  settlers 
under  published  regulations,  which  were  known 
to  the  country.  It  was  not  secretly  done,  without 
the  country  having  any  knowled^  that  such  a 
transaction  was  to  take  place.  I,  as  6K>vemor, 
acted  then  under  the  advice  of  Besponsible  Ad- 
visers. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  hardly  justified  in  interrupting  me  to 
make  that  statement.  It  does  nlbt  affect  my 
argument,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
hardly  justified  in  interrupting  me.  It  is  not 
true  that  there  was  a  difference,  according  to  my 
view  of  the  case.  For  all  the  high  officers  in  the 
military  force  he  obtained  portions  of  land ;  the 
land  was  secretly  selected  and  given  to  them  for 
their  services.  Coming  back  to  this  particular 
transaction,  I  say  that  an  agreement  had  been 
entered  into  with  those  persons  for  this  land,  and 
I,  coming  into  the  Goveniment  at  that  time, 
agreed  to  the  transaction,  upon  careful  inqoiry 
and  because  I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  to  the 
interest  of  that  particular  district.  I  was  acting 
strictly  as  a  trustee,  and  I  say  that  there  was 
absolute  power  with  the  Governor  to  deal  with 
the  land  as  he  did.  No  doubt,  looking  at  the 
suspicions  that  have  been  cast  upon  it,  it  would 
have  been  better  to  have  issued  the  Order  in 
Council  first.  I  admit  that ;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  about  this — I  am  speaking  of  what  I  know 
to  be  a  fact :  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  when 
Governor  of  the  colony,  was  a  party  to  giving 
away  large  tracts  of  this  land  without  any  au- 
thority of  law  whatever  2^  that  he  took  upon 
upon  himself  to  enlidt  large  numbers  of  men 
with  promises  of  particular  pieces  of  land,  with- 
out any  authority  of  law  whatever.  Now,  I  say 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  quite  justified 
in  doing  that.  I  do  not  blame  him  ;  but  what  I 
want  to  point  out  is  that  we  were  dealing,  and  so 
was  he,  with  exceptional  circumstances. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  personal 
explanation.    At  the  time  the  land  was  given  to 
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the  military  seitlera  it  did  not  belong  to  the 
colony.  It  was  conquered  territory,  and  I  had 
the  power  of  exercising  the  right  I  exercised  un- 
der responsible  advice. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  This  was  conquered 
country,  and  part  of  the  ceded  land.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  would  have  had  no  power  to  give 
away  land  which  did  not  belong  to  the  colony. 
It  must  have  oome  into  the  possession  of  the 
colony  before  he  had  any  authority  to  give  it 
away.  There  is  no  question  about  that.  It  is  a 
great  pity  we  cannot  treat  this  as  a  matter  of 
argument,  and  discuss  it  without  feeling.  I  have 
endeavoured  all  the  afternoon  to  exclude  feeling 
entirely,  and  every  word  I  have  spoken  has  been 
perfectly  dispassionate.  The  objection  I  take  to 
the  action  of  the  honorable  gentleman  is  that,  in 
all  his  charges  relating  to  this  confiscated  laud, 
he  has  never  represented  it  as  exceptional — that 
there  was  absolute  power  in  the  governor  to  deal 
with  the  land  by  Order  in  Council  upon  any 
conditions  he  liked,  and  that  the  only  ground 
for  saying  that  there  was  an  illegal  transaction 
was  that  the  Order  in  Council  was  not  first 
issued.  Large  tracts  of  land  were  actually  given 
away  by  the  nonorable  gentleman  not  only  before 
it  belonged  to-the  colony,  but  even  before  it  was 
confiscated.  With  regard  to  the  responsibility  of 
Ministers  in  relation  to  Orders  in  Council,  I 
would  point  out  that  Ministers  are  absolutely 
responsible  for  erery  Order  in  Council  which  is 
issued  ;  so  that  there  is  nothing  new  in  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposes,  except  that  he 
proposes  to  attach  penalties  for  wrong-doing. 
That  may  be  advisable.  It  is  possible  that  we 
have  arrived  al  that  corrupt  stage  when  it  is 
necessary  to  attach  penalties.  Perhaps  I  mis- 
understood the  honorable  gentleman.  I  suppose 
he  means  that  there  should  be  a  right  of  impeach- 
ment. I  should  not  object  to  that,  of  coiu*8e; 
but  I  understood  from  the  drift  of  the  honorable 
gentleman's  argument  that  he  proposed  quite  a 
different  process,  because  I  take  it  that  every 
Minister  is  absolutely  and  personally  responsible 
for  any  Order  in  Council  issued  while  he  is  in 
office.  I  hold  myself  absolutely  and  personally 
responsible  for  every  Order  in  Council  issued 
while  I  was  in  the  Government,  whether  issued 
by  myself  or  by  my  colleagues.  That  seems  to 
me  the  only  sound  doctrine.  Therefore  I  hope  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  not  think  that  ho  is 
going  to  make  Ministers  more  responsible  by  pro- 
Tiding  that  their  names  shall  be  attached  to  the 
particular  document.  Of  course  the  members  of 
the  Executive  assemble  in  Council,  and  the  name 
of  every  one  assenting  to  a  particular  proposition 
is  put  down  ;  and  the  Gbyernment  as  a  whole  is 
absolutely  responsible  for  every  act  they  do. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

RAILWAY  MATERIAL. 
Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  any  order  for  railway  material 
sent  to  England  by  the  late  Government  has 
been  countermanded  by  the  present  Government ; 
and,  if  so,  will  the  Minister  state  what  material 
has  been  so  counter-ordered,  and  upon  what 
grounds  ?    He  put  this  question  on  the  Paper  in 


consequence  of  a  report  having  been  circulated 
through  tlie  colony  by  the  Press  that  a  large 
order  for  railway  material  sent  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment had  been  countermand^  by  the  pre- 
sent Government.  The  House  would  remember 
that  a  motion  was  passed  which  directed  the  Gt)- 
vemment  to  procure  in  the  colony  all  railway 
material  that  could  be  obtained  at  anything  like 
a  reasonable  cost.  So  far  as  he  was  aware,  that 
was  strictly  adhered  to  by  the  late  Government ; 
but,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  far  these  reports 
had  foundation,  he  would  be  glad  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  answer  this  question. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  no  order  for  railway 
material  sent  to  England  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  been  countermanded  by  "the  present 
Government.  The  only  case  was  that  of  the 
railway  tickets. 

WATKATO  HARBOUR  BILL. 

"Sir  R.  DOUGLAS,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  that  its  object  was  to  enable 
the  County  Council  of  Waikato  to  improve  the 
river  and  harbour  of  the  Waikato.  At  the 
present  time,  owing  to  the  banks  of  the  river 
being  all  very  loose  soil,  it  had  a  tendency  to  run 
into  the  river  and  form  a  kind  of  swamp,  which 
hindered  the  navigation.  In  many  cases  the 
settlers  had,  with  great  success,  planted  willows 
on  the  river-banks,  but  no  systematic  efibrt  ap- 
peared to  have  been  made  to  render  the  river 
more  fit  for  navigation.  The  danger  was  that  it 
would  become  one  large  swamp  unless  something 
permanent  were  done.  If  an  endowment  were 
given,  it  might  enable  the  Waikato  County  Coun- 
cil to  improve  the  navigation.  The  Native 
Minister  would,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  corro- 
borate what  he  had  said,  and  give  the  House 
some  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  of 
the  necessity  for  endowing  the  County  Council 
for  this  work. 

Sir  G.  GREY  must  state  that  the  Government 
could  not  pledge  itself  to  allow  this  Bill  to  go 
through  in  its  present  form.  The  object,  no 
doubt,  was  a  very  good  one,  and  the  Government 
would  see  what  could  be  done  to  enable  the 
County  Council  of  Waikato  to  keep  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  open.  There  were,  however, 
many  questions  to  consider,  such  as  the  value 
of  the  land  and  the  quantity  proposed  to  be 
given,  before  the  Government  coiud  promise  their 
assent  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  ROWE  hod  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  Waikato  River  and  Harbour,  and  he, 
for  one,  could  not  support  a  measure  of  this 
character,  no  matter  from  what  source  it  came. 
This  was  really  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  fancy 
motion,  though  it  was  brought  forward  ostensibly 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  Waikato  Har- 
bour. No  doubt  that  was  a  very  good  harbour 
when  once  one  got  inside  the  bar,  but  it  would 
be  throwing  away  money  to  attempt  to 'spend 
any  on  improving  it.  It  was  not  wanted,  for 
there  was  now  a  railway  running  alongside  the 
river,  and  the  necessity  for  the  harbour  was  so 
much  less  than  it  had  previously  been.  He  would 
not  be  a  party  to  any  fancy  motion  of  the  kind. 
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and,  ae  this  was  notliing  more  and  nothing  less, 
he  would  oppose  it. 

Mr.  DIGNAN  hoped  the  objection  of  the 
honorable  member  would  not  influence  the  House 
and  induce  it  to  refuse  to  pass  a  Bill  for  such  a 
desirable  work  as  this.  Everybody  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  Waikato  must  know  the  necessity  for 
the  work  proposed  to  be  done.  Perhaps  the 
opposition  to  it  was  raided  in  order  to  get  a 
monopoly  of  trade  to  the  Harbour  of  Onehunga. 

Bill  r^td  a  second  time. 

'  aiSBOBNE  HARBOUR  BILL. 
Captain  MORRIS,  in  moTina  the  second  read- 
ing  of  this  Bill,  might  state  diat  a  preliminary 
surrey  of  the  harbour  had  been  made  by  a  com- 
petent engineer,  and  it  had  been  estimated  that  a 
sum  of  £50,000  would  be  required  to  make  this 
one  of  the  finest  harbours  in  the  colony.  There 
was  a  reef  running  across  the  bay  which  might 
be  supplemented  by  works  in  concrete  or  oth^ 
suitable  material,  and  would  then  enclose  an  area 
of  500  acres,  haying  a  depth  of  four  fathoms 
at  low  water  oyer  80  acres.  The  endowment  for 
which  he  asked  was  of  a  very  paltry  character, 
but  he  was  obliged  to  put  it  in  the  schedule, 
because  it  was  the  only  land  available  in  the 
County  of  Cook  of  anything  like  the  area  re- 
quired for  the  purpose.  The  land  lay  at  the 
head  of  tlie  Waiapu  Valley,  and  was  very  hilly 
and  rough,  so  that  it  would  be  a  long  time  before 
there  would  be  any  return  from  it.  Howeyer,  it 
was  a  preliminary  step,  and  at  some  future  time 
he  would  bring  forward  a  further  proposal  in  the 
same  direction.  He  was  sorry  that  the  late  Qo- 
yemment  had  made  no  proposal,  and  that  none 
was  foreshadowed  in  the  policy  of  the  present 
0oyemment,  that  the  Goyemment  of  the  colony 
should  take  the  harbours  generally  in  hand,  be- 
cause there  was  no  more  colonial  work  than  that. 
As  it  was  necessary,  therefore,  that  private  mem- 
bers should  introduce  Bills  for  the  improvement 
of  the  hiCi'bours  in  their  districts,  he  could  not 
help  bringing  this  most  important  harbour  under 
the  oonsideration  of  the  House.  Elaborate  plans 
had  been  prepared  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of 
Gisbome,  and  were  deposited  with  the  late  Com- 
missioner of  Customs,  in  whose  office  they  would 
no  doubt  be  found.  Those  plans  would  show  the 
nature  of  the  work  that  was  required.  Ue  might 
say  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  harbour  at 
Tauranga,  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  there  was  no 
harbour  between  Auckland  and  Wellington  in 
which  vessels  could  find  shelter,  except  that  at 
Gisbome.  Many  disasters  had  consequently  hap- 
pened on  the  East  Coast.  That  was  one  of  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  t-o  bring  the  Bill 
forward.  There  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Qisborne 
many  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  which 
had  been  partially  acquired  by  the  Government, 
and  he  felt  certain  that,  if  the  harbour  were 
placed  in  such  a  condition  that  it  would  shelter 
vessels  in  all  weathers,  the  price  of  the  land 
would  be  increased  to  an  enormous  extent.  He 
had  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
late  Government,  and  they  had  been  considering 
whether  some  endowment  should  not  be  given  to 
enable  the  work  to  be  carried  out.  The  inhabi- 
3£r.  So  we 


tants  of  GKsbome  were  quite  prepared  to  rate 
themselves  to  the  extent  of  £1,500  a  year  to  pay 
the  interest  on  any  loans  that  might  be  obtained 
for  pushing  on  this  important  work.  He  begged 
to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  he  had  to  make  the  same 
remark  with  regard  to  this  Bill  that  be  made 
with  regard  to  the  Waikato  Harbour  BilL  The 
honorable  member  for  the  East  Coast  had  pointed 
out  in  a  ve^y  able  manner  the  necessity  for  a  good 
harbour  at  Gisborne,  but  he  had  not  shown  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  to  need  to 
be  specially  dealt  with  by  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
If  the  Government  had  been  consulted  about  the 
matter,  they  might  have  seen  their  way  to  lendo* 
the  honorable  gentleman  some  assistance,  bnt  he 
could  not  guarantee  that  this  Bill  should  be 
allowed  to  pats  in  its  present  crude  form.  The 
Government  felt,  however,  that  something  riioold 
be  done  in  order  to  form  a  harbour  at  Gisbome, 
for  this  was  a  question  of  general  importance. 
They  would  give  the  subject  full  consideration  in 
concert  with  the  authorities  at  Gisbome,  and 
would  see  that  a  proper  endowment  was  pro- 
vided. They  could  not,  however,  assist  in  phas- 
ing this  measure. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  had  a  strong  objection  to 
the  introduction  of  such  Bills  by  private  mem- 
bers. It  was  not  until  he  was  compelled  titat  he 
brought  in  a  similar  measure  for  the  benefit  of 
his  own  district.  He  thought,  and  several  honor- 
able members  thoroughly  agreed  with  him,  that 
these  works  should  be  done  by  the  Goremment. 
Members  of  that  House  had  no  right  to  make 
political  capital  out  of  the  introduction  of  audi 
Bills.  For  his  part  he  would  sooner  see  the  Go- 
vernment bring  them  in,  because  then  he  would 
be  sure  of  getting  their  support ;  but  the  hct  waa 
that  private  members  were  forced  into  taking 
these  steps.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Bill  waa 
a  crude  Bill,  but  it  would  yery  well  answer  Uie 
purpose  intended,  and,  even  if  the  endovrment 
clauses  were  struck  out,  it  would  be  of  very  great 
service.  He  hopod  the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to 
pass  in  some  form  or  other. 

Mr.  MACANDRE W  did  not  like  to  oppose  the 
Bill,  because  it  might  appear  that  the  GoTem- 
ment  were  making  an  inyidious  distinction  be- 
tween this  and  other  similar  Bill«  that  had  been 
introduced.  The  other  Bills,  however,  had  been 
on  various  occasions  before  the  House  in  one  form 
or  another,  and,  attention  having  been  called  to 
them,  honorable  members  understood  soniething 
of  their  merits.  But  this  Bill  and  the  Waikato 
Bill  came  down  upon  them  like  a  shot,  and  thej 
were  therefore  not  in  a  position  to  deal  with 
them  until  they  possessed  the  necessary  informa- 
tion. Before  giving  their  consent  to  these  Bills 
they  should  know  a  great  deal  more  about  the 
condition  and  Circumstances  of  the  ports  pro- 
posed to  be  dealt  with.  There  was  a  good  deal  in 
the  remark  of  the  honorable  member  lor  Maraden, 
that  it  might  be  advisable  to  allow  these  Bills  to 
pass  even  without  the  endovrment  clauses.  The 
Gh)vernment  had  no  objection  at  once  to  hand 
over  the  administration  of  these  harbours  to  the 
local  bodies,  leaving  the  question  of  endowments 
to  be  settled  when  they  had  more  information 
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about  tho  subject.  He  believed  tliat  the  manage- 
xnnit  of  all  the  harbours  should  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  bodies.  In  that  matter  he 
differed  verj  much  from  the  late  Government, 
whose  doctrine  was  that  all  the  harbours  should 
be  under  the  control  of  the  colon/. 

Mr.  ROWE  said  he  was  sure  the  Goremment 
would  find,  when  they  made  inquiries,  that  the 
Harbour  of  Gisbome  had  as  good  a  claim  to  assist- 
ance as  any  harbour  in  the  colony.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  members  from  the  yarious  districts 
had  been  making  political  capital  out  of  the  in- 
troduction of  Harbour  Bills,  but,  if  the  claims  of 
these  harbours  were  to  be  considered  upon  their 
merita,  it  would  be  found  that  the  harbour  at 
Gisbome  was  pre-eminently  entitled  to  considera- 
tion. He  must  confess  that  he  was  heartily  tired 
of  this  kind  of  thing.  It  was  high  time  honorable 
members  had  some  serious  bu.-iness  to  consider, 
instead  of  endearouring  to  make  political  capital 
by  the  introduction  of  such  motions.  He  did  not, 
howcTer,  find  fault  with  the  honorable  member 
for  the  East  Coast,  because  there  were  very  good 
grounds  upon  which  to  bi^se  a  claim  for  a  harbour 
at  Gisbome. 

Mr.  McLEA.N  said  the  House  had  already 
passed  many  Harbour  Bills  the  progress  of  which 
it  should  haye  arrested.  Howeyer,  he  did  not 
complain,  but  ho  felt  bound  to  say  that  the  Bill 
before  them  w^as  one  which  had  great  claims  upon 
the  Hou«e.  A  deputation  from  Gisbome  who 
waited  upon  the  late  Government  were  yery 
anxious  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  towards 
the  formation  of  the  harbour  at  that  place.  The 
Goyeroment  wo«ild  find  plans  in  the  office  which 
Yere  xery  feasible,  and  no  thought  the  Govern- 
ment  should  send  down  the  Mnrine  Engineer  to 
look  into  the  matter  as  soon  as  he  could  spare 
tho  time.  He  hoped  the  Government,  instead  of 
stopping  the  Bill  at  its  present  stage,  would  see 
whether  fomething  could  not  be  done  in  the  mat- 
ter. It  embraced  a  proposal  which  was  deserving 
of  their  earnest  consideration. 

Mr.  MACFAKLANE  said  that  if  there  was 
one  harbour  in  the  colony  more  than  another 
that  deserved  consideration  it  was  the  harbour 
at  Gisbome.  The  population  of  the  place  was 
between  5,000  and  6,000,  and  he  knew  that  the 
loss  sustained   by   steamers    being  wrecked,  or 

Sartially  wrecked,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
uring  the  lust  two  years  was  verv  consi«lerable. 
Cunsidt-ring  the  Inrge  revenue  derived  from  tlio 
di»triet  it  deserved  some  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  Govt-mment.  There  wns  no  bar- 
bour  in  New  Zealand  whiili  had  a  greater  claim 
upon  them.  The  Qovernment  !iad  promised  yenr 
after  year  to  remove  the  rocks  at  the  entrance  to 
the  hurbour,  and,  as  a  very  small  sum  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  ho  hoped  that  assist- 
ance would  be  givt-n.  Ho  was  aware  that  the 
people  themselves  would  be  willing  to  assist  in 
any  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  tho  harbour. 
He  knew  every  harbour  in  the  colony,  and  was 
bound  to  say  that  some  harbours  in  regard  to 
which  Bills  had  passed  through  the  House  were 
little  creeks  as  compared  with  the  harbour  at 
Gisbome.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  give 
•ome  atabtance  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

VOL.  xxvn.~M. 


Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  honorable  member  for  the  East  Coast  had 
made  out  a  very  good  ca?e.  It  was,  however,  to 
be  regretted  that  lie  had  not  made  his  remarks  a 
little  more  complete  by  giving  information  as  to 
the  trade  of  the  port  and  the  probable  increase 
that  would  result  from  greater  faciUties  being 
given.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Howe)  persisted  in  the  statement  that  all 
Bills  of  this  character  were  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  making  political  capital.  That  remark 
was  not  made  in  good  taste.  If  there  were  cases 
where  Bills  had  been  introduced  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  making  political  capital,  the  hoiiorable 
gentleman  should  specify  the  cases  to  which  that 
remark  would  apply.  There  were  many  instances 
to  which  the  remark  would  not  apply  at  all,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  many  honorable  gentlemen 
introduced  these  Bills  from  a  sense  of  duty  to 
their  constituents.  So  far  from  eodeavouriDg  to 
make  political  capital  out  of  the  Bill  he  (Mr. 
Wood)  introduced,  the  honorable  gentleman  must 
be  aware  that  he  had  endeavoured  last  session  to 
get  the  Government  to  take  charge  of  it.  He 
took  steps  in  the  same  direction  this  session.  He 
waited  upon  the  Government,  and  did  all  he  could 
to  induce  them  to  take  charge  of  bis  Bill,  because 
he  knew  that  it  would  have  a  much  better  chance 
of  getting  through  the  Legislature  if  it  were  in 
their  hands.  However,  they  did  not  see  their 
wray  to  take  it  up,  and  he  had  reluctantly  to  take 
charge  of  it  himself.  Many  other  members  were 
exactly  in  the  same  position,  and  if  they  did 
gain  a  little  political  popularity  it  wns  simply 
because  they  had  attempted  to 'faithfully  perform 
their  duty  to  their  constituents.  He  should  sup- 
port the  second  reading,  but  he  hoped  the  honor- 
nble  gentleman,  in  his  reply,  would  make  a  state- 
ment as  to  the  present  trade  of  the  port,  and 
the  probable  increase  that  would  result  from 
making  the  hnrbour. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  honorable  member 
for  the  East  Coast  might  very  fairly  be  excused 
for  having  introduced  a  Bill  to  improve  the  har- 
bour at  Gisbome,  because  honorable  members 
generally  were  aware  that  it  was  a  most  important 
outlet  for  the  trade  on  that  part  of  the  East 
Coast.  It  had  the  largest  trade  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  except  the  Port  of  Napier.  He 
hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not  for  one 
moment  imagine  that  the  opposition  of  the  Oo' 
vemm<*nt  aro»-e  from  iho  fact  that  he  was  not  a 
supporter  of  the  Govemnient :  on  tho  contniry, 
he  would  sny  at  once  that  their  objection  to  the 
I  ropof-nl  \yti9  based  upon  the  belief  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  land  asked  for  as  an  endowment 
would  be  absolutely  useless  for  jears  to  come  ns 
a  means  of  assist  iitg  to  open  up  the  port.  He 
hoped  the  honomble  gentleman  would  not  press 
the  Bill  beyond  the  second  reading,  but  would 
accept  the  assurance  that  the  Government  would 
give  the  matter  their  consideration  during  the 
recess — an  assurance  that  might  fairly  be  given, 
because,  whatever  might  be  said  about  other  har- 
bours, there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Government 
would  be  justified  next  session  iu  bringing  in  a 
Bill  to  dfhl  with  this  question. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  the  Port  of  GKsbome 
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had  a  good  claim  to  a  harbour  endowment. 
Owing  to  ita  geographical  situation  Giebome 
woula  not  be  connected  with  any  other  port  of 
the  colonj  by  meant  of  a  railway  for  many  years 
to  come.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
colony  to  supply  it  with  a  proper  harbour,  in 
order  that  the  settlers  there  might  not  suffer  in 
consequence  of  not  being  able  to  communicate 
with  the  rest  of  the  worid.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  before  many  years  were  orer  the  freehold 
property  of  the  people  there  would  be  taxed  on 
account  of  the  expenditure  on  immigration  and 
public  works  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  He 
trusted  that  not  only  would  a  portion  of  land 
be  set  aside  as  an  endowment  for  the  harbour, 
but  tliat  money  would  be  Toted  for  the  necessary 
works.  He  would  gire  the  member  for  the  dis- 
trict all  the  assistance  he  could  in  order  to  bring 
tbis  about. 

Mr.  ORMOND  hoped  that  the  Bill  would  not 
only  be  read  a  second  time  now,  but  would  be 
brought  into  operation  this  session.  He  trusted 
the  Native  Minister  would  reconsider  the  matter, 
and  agree  to  allow  the  Bill  to  come  into  operation 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The  honorable 
gentleman  should  remember  that  Gisbome  was 
kept  back  at  present  owing  to  the  want  of  proper 
means  of  communication  with  other  part«  of  the 
colony.  The  present  harbour  was  of  a  very  indif- 
ferent character,  and  competent  engineers  had 
expressed  a  belief  that  a  verr  small  expenditure 
would  improre  it  considerablT.  The  Minister 
for  Lands  had  said  that  one  of  the  reasons  why 
the  matter  should  be.  postponed  was  that  it  was  a 
matter  which  was  altogether  new  to  the  House ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Ormond^  was  reminded  of  the  fact 
that  only  the  other  oay  the  House  passed  a  Bill 
fftving  an  endowment  to  Milford  Harbour,  and 
be  had  neyer  heard  of  that  harbour  until  this 
year,  and  he  was  sure  that  a  proper  harbour  was 
not  DCftrJj  so  urgently  required  there  as  at  Gis- 
bome. Ijiere  was  a  railway  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Milford  Harbour,  but  Gisbome  had  nothing 
of  the  kind,  and  it  would  be  many  years  before 
Gisbome  would  be  benefited  in  any  way  by  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  on  railways.  The 
bonorable  member  for  Napier  (Captain  Rutsell) 
had  yery  properly  pointed  out  that  the  set- 
tlers of  Gisbome  might  expect  before  yery 
long  to  be  called  upon  to  bear  their  portion 
of  the  burdens  of  taxation  in  connection  with 
the  expenditure  on  public  works.  It  was  a  fact 
that,  as  yet,  the  people  of  that  district  had 
had  a  yery  small  shiu^  of  the  money  which 
had  been  spent  on  public  works.  A  great  deal 
of  money  would  be  required  to  give  them  proper 
means  of  conununication  with  other  parts  of  the 
colony.  The  only  practical  difficulty  that  had 
been  pointed  out  was  that  suggested  by  the 
Native  Minister— namely,  that  the  block  of  land 
proposed  to  be  given  as  an  endowment  wae  not 
sufficiently  valuable  for  the  purpose.  That  might 
be  remedied  in  Committee,  when  another  block 
of  land  might  be  substituted.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  assist  the  honorable  member 
for  the  district  to  get  a  more  valuable  piece  of 
land  set  aside  as  an  endowment  for  the  harbour. 
The  people  of  Gisbome,  in  his  opinion,  had  a 
Captain  Rutiell 


really  good  claim ;  and  he  trusted  the  House 
would  not  only  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  bat 
pass  it  through  all  ita  stages. 

Mr.  REES  said  that  both  the  Government 
and  the  House  would  do  well,  in  considrring 
this  subject,  to  ask  themselree  whether  it  would 
not  be  wiser  to  get  full  information  and  hsTs 
plans  prepared,  so  that  next  eeaaion  they  would 
know  exactly  what  was  required,  and  be  able  not 
only  to  set  a  portion  of  land  aside,  but  also  to 
vote  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  harbour  had  been  rather  damaged 
than  otherwise  by  Government  interference.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  a  good  harbour  might  be 
made  at  Gisbome,  but  mone^  would  have  to  be 
expended,  for  it  would  require  somethuDg  more 
than  a  mere  grant  of  land.  The  harbour  wu 
peculiarly  situated,  and  it  woa  not  likely  to 
benefit  by  expenditure  on  public  works  for  a  con- 
siderable time  to  come.  The  honorable  member 
for  Clive  had  truly  said  that  this  was  a  very 
important  matter ;  but,  if  he  thought  it  so  vety 
important,  why  did  not  the  late  Government 
bring  down  a  Bill  to  provide  a  harbour  for  the 
place?  As  far  aa  he  knew,  all  they  had  done  was 
to  blow  up  a  few  rocks  which  had  existed  in 
the  harbour.  As  the  matter,  which  he  admitted 
was  of  very  great  importance,  had  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  tne  House,  the  Government 
would  be  fully  justified  in  taking  stepe  during 
the  recefs  to  provide  Gisbome  with  a  proper 
harbour.  • 

Captain  MORBIS  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Mataura  had  stated  that  the  House  had  no 
information  regarding  the  imports  and  exports  of 
Gisbome.  For  the  imormation  of  the  honoiable 
gentleman  he  would  state  that  the  imports  and 
exports  far  exceeded  those  of  Taranaki.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  land  proposed  to  be  set  aside 
was  not  of  sufficient  value,  but  it  happened  to  be 
the  only  piece  of  land  that  was  available  in  the 
district.  He  was  quite  satisfied  with  the  expres- 
sion of  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  did  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that 
the  Native  Miniater  would  oppose  the  Bill  be- 
cause it  was  brought  forward  by  a  membw  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House.  He  hoped  the 
Bill  would  be  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  If  the  Govern- 
ment wished  to  inquiry  into  the  matter  they 
would  have  plenty  of  time  to  do  so  within  the 
next  three  or  four  days.  He  would  be  glad  io 
see  a  sum  placed  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
in  aid  of  the  harbour. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DURATION  OF  PARLIAMENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  moved,  That  the  Order  of 
the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  be  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  this  Bill  had  been  intro- 
duced by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  G.  Grey),  and  he  was  rather  surprised  thai 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  not  going  on  with  i^ 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  courteous  towards 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  agree  to  discbarge 
the  Bill  in  his  absence. 

Mr.  MURRAY- AYNSLEY  hoped  this  Bill 
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would  be  fuUj  discussed.  It  was  a  measure  of 
interest  to  tlie  people  of  the  country,  and  they 
.  should  see  what  the  opinion  of  the  House  was 
upon  it.  He  believed  that  the  proposal  to  reduce 
the  period  for  which  honorable  members  were 
elected  to  that  House  would  gain  strength  in  the 
oountry.  Let  them  at  once  decide  to  reduce  the 
duration  of  Parliament  from  five  to  four  years. 
The  Bill  proposed  that  there  should  be  triennial 
Parliaments,  but  the  House  could  alter  that  pro- 
posal if  it  thought  proper,  and  make  the  tenure 
rour  years. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Make  it  one  year. 

Mr.  MURRAY-AYNSLEY  said  they  might 
eren  make  it  one  year;  but  he  would  cerlainly 
oppose  the  withdrawal  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  hoped  that  the  Bill  would  be 
withdrawn  without  any  further  discussion. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  agreed  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Lyltelton,  and  hoped  that  if  the 
Order  of  the  day  were  disohargea  it  would  be  on 
the  understanding  that  it  was  owing  merely  to 
pressure  of  business ;  and  he  trusted  it  would  be 
Drought  forward  early  another  year. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  said  they  could  come  to  a  de- 
cision on  the  principle  of  the  Bill  at  once,  without 
any  discussion,  if  it  were  so  desired.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  the  Bill  could  not  become  law  this  year, 
but  it  could  be  ascertained  at  once  who  were  in 
favour  of  it  and  who  were  not. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BROWN  did  not  think  it  was  de- 
sirable to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  such  an 
important  measure  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  when  there  was  such  a  pressure  of  busi- 
ness. 

Qtiestion  put,  "  That  the  Order  of  the  day  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  be  discharged ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         81 

Noes         21 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
l£r.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
8ir  B.  DougUs, 
Mr.  G-ibbs, 
'Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  EeUy, 
Mr.  Lmnsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Mandere, 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Baluince, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Cox, 
Mr.  Fisher, 


10 


Ayxs. 


Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Captain  Russell, 
'  Mr.  Sheehan, 
I  Mr.  Shrimski, 
I  Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour. 

N0B8. 

Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 


Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
TeUere, 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Rees. 

For. 
Mr.  Bums. 
The  motion  was 
the  Bill  discharged. 

Paib. 

Against, 
1  Mr.  Stevens, 
consequently  agreed  to,  and 

CROWN  REDRESS  BILL  No.  1. 
This  Bill  was    further    considered    in    Com- 
mittee 

Mr.  MACANDREW  moved.  That  the  Chair- 
man leave  the  chair. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Chairman  do  now 
leave  the  chair;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         80 


Majority  against ... 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Cox, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
ifr.  Macandrew, 


Atbs. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
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Reynolds, 

Stevens, 

Taiaroa, 

Teschemaker, 

Thomson. 

Tellers. 
Gibbs, 
Richmond. 


N0B8. 

Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Reid, ' 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Rusaell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellen. 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Sutton. 


Major  Atkmson, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  J.  £.  Brown, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  CKsbome, 

Sir  O.  Grey, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  McL^n, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Ormond, 
The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House. 
Mr.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  objected  to  the  Bill  being 
read  a  third  time  at  present,  and  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  That  it  be  read  a  third  time  that  day 
six  months.  He  held  strong  opinions  upon  the 
matter,  and  he  believed  that  in  future  the  course 
now  being  token  would  be  looked  back  to  without 
any  great  satisfaction.  He  wished  to  record  hii 
vote,  so  that  his  action  in  the  matter  might  be 
explained. 
Question  put,  "  That  the  word  *  now,^  proposed 
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to  be  omitterl,  stand  part  of  the  queation  ;  "  upon 
which  a  diFition  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Aye*         27 

Noes         16 


Majority  for 

11 

Atb8. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Baigr-nt, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Oisborne, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tawiii, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Wa^on, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  W.  Wood,' 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Wooloock. 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Rees, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Stout. 

No 

E8. 

Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Thomson. 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Telleri. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Orinond, 

Mr.  Maoandrew. 

Amendment  negatired,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  do  now  pass, 

Mr.  ROLLESTONsaid  he  had  not  Toted  upon 
this  Bill,  partly  because  he  had  paired  with  an- 
other  honorable  gentleman  on  the  subject,  and 
he  did  not  quite  know  how  that  gentleman  would 
fiew  it  as  changed  in  Committee;  therefore  he 
did  not  like  to  vote.  He  had,  moreoyer,  been 
given  to  understand  by  the  Maori  member  who 
brought  this  Bill  before  the  House  that  he  had 
accepted  the  amendment  made  in  the  5th  clause, 
and  approved  of  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood;  and 
he  understood  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout),  who  was  in  charge 
of  tlie  Bill,  had  made  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Southern  Maori  District  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted wiih  the  effect  of  the  measure.  He 
could  only  say  for  himself  that  he  did  not  belieTc 
that  the  claims  of  the  Maoris  would  be  met  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  by  this  Bill,  and  he  did  not 
believe  that  under  it  tlie  Maoris  would  receive 
anything  like  what  they  had  been  promised  by 
Ministers  and  by  Committees  of  the  House,  ana 
what  they  had  been  led  to  believe  they  were 
entitled  to'.  In  fact,  he  looked  upon  the  Bill  as  a 
sham,  a  delusion,  and  a  mockery. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  simply  say  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  had  described  this  Bill  as  a 
sham,  a  delusion,  and  a  mockery  had  taken  a  very 
peculiar  course.  If  he  held  such  strong  opinions 
upon  it  he  should  not  have  been  absent  when  the 
division  came  on.  It  was  a  most  extraordinary 
thing  to  see  an  honorable  gentlemen  who  had 
3fr.  Macandrew 


held  for  many  years  a  high  position  in  the  colony, 
and  who  had  studied  and  knew  all  about  tlieta 
Maori  olaimd,  take  up  such  a  position.  It  was  a 
reinarkuble  thing  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  not  have  taken  steps  to  have  theae  claims 
settled,  and  should  have  left  it  to  members  like 
himself  (Mr.  Stout),  who  had  only  recently  come 
to  know  anything  about  the  facts  of  the  case,  to 
deal  with  it.  He  could  not  understand  such  high 
enthusiasm  when  it  did  not  take  practical  shape^ 
nor  could  he  see  the  reason  of  the  objection  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  the  objection  teken  by  the 
honorable  niember  for  Avon  was  perfectly  reason- 
able, and  any  one  who  knew  anything  about  the 
matter  must  know  why  these  Maims  had  not  been 
settled  before.  The  reason  why  the  late  Native 
Minister  had  not  done  something  was  that  the 
Afaoris  came  to  the  House  and  talked  about  a 
claim  of  £2,000,000 — a  claim  which  was  utterly 
unreasonable,  and  which  could  never  be  recog- 
nized. He  knew  that  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean 
was  for  many  years  perfectly  willing  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  the  appropriation  of  a  large 
sum  of  money  for  the  benefit  or  the  Kativea.  If 
he  recollected  aright,  and  he  was  sure  he  did, 
the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  proposed  to  set  aside 
a  sum  of  £30,000,  and  tie  it  up  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Natives  of  the  Middle  Island.  But  if  tbey 
got  £500  it  would  be  the  outside  amount  tbey 
would  get  under  this  Bill.  He  did  not  think  this 
settlement  was  likely  to  be  at  all  a  liberal  or  a 
satisfactory  one. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  had  had  a  great;  many 
oonyereations  with  the  late  Sir  Donald  McTiean 
on  the  subject,  and  he  always  seemed  to  be  of 
opinion  that  the  £5,000  paid  some  time  ago  was 
a  very  fair  settlement  of  the  whole  claim. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  say  that  the  late  Sir 
Donald  McLean  was  prepared  to  give  the  Nsttives 
£30,000. 

Mr.  ORMOND  did  not  wish  to  be  miaonder- 
stood.  He  had  not  said  that  £30,000  was  to 
be  paid  to  the  Natives,  but  that  that  stun  was 
to  be  set  aside  for  them. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  say  that  Sir  Donald  McLean  was 
prepared  to  recommend  that  a  sum  of  JB3O,O00 
should  be  set  apart  for  this  purpose.  Ail  he 
could  say  was  that  Sir  Donald  McLean  was  n(^ 
prepared  to  recommend  anything  of  the  #ort. 
He  (Mr.  Reynolds)  was  a  member  of  the  QoTem- 
ment  at  the  time,  and  that  could  not  have  been 
done  without  his  knowledge.  He  had  had  various 
conversations  with  Sir  Donald  McLean  on  this 
question,  who  always  stated  that  he  saw  no  ne- 
cessity for  making  any  compromise  with  the 
Natives  at  all.  The  matter  had  nerer  beea 
brought  before  the  Cabinet  or  discussed  there, 
and  he  could  hardly  understand  how  the  honor- 
able member  for  CUve  could  make  such  a  state- 
ment.         

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  Sir 
Donald  McLean  was  not  prepared  to  make  a 
concession  to  the  Natives.  When  Sir  Donald 
McLean  was  ill  he  (Mr.  Bowen)  went  to  Lim  to 
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make  a  saggesiion  aboat  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  on  this  matter;  and  be  knew  the 
Minister  for  Lands  was  of  the  same  opinion  then 
as  now. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.—That  was  after  he  had  left 
the  Goyemment. 

Mr.  SHEEHilN  said  that  in  1872  Sir  Donald 
McLean  authorized  himself  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Fox  to  settle  this  claim  if  thej  possibly  could. 
He  was  astonished  to  hear  the  honorable  member 
for  Avon,  who  professed  to  be  such  a  great 
friend  of  the  Natives,  opposing  this  Bill.  The 
House  could  depend  upon  this :  that  the  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  liaTe  fair-play,  and 
that  these  claims  would  be  brought  before  the 
Court.  He  could  saj  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  people  who  were  working  with  him  on  the 
present  occasion,  if  it  had  not  been  for  their 
action  in  previous  years,  he  would  not  have  had 
this  Bill  pnssed  through  the  House. 

Mr.  BEID  thought  it  was  not  a  matter  of  any 
moment  now  as  to  wliat  Sir  Donald  McLean  s 
opinion  might  haye  been  on  this  subject.  What 
they  had  to  do  was  to  meet  the^e  claims  in  a 
fair  way.  He  was  sorry  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Ayon  did  not  see  his  way  to  accept 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Tbtara, 
aa  the  adoption  of  the  motion  would  haye  done 
Justice  to  tne  Native  claimants. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  motion  was  not 
acceptable  to  him. 

Mr.  BEID  said  that  if  that  motion  had  been 
made  he  would  have  supported  it,  as  it  would 
have  been  nothing  but  strict  justice  to  the  Na- 
tives. The  matter  had  now  gone  far  enough, 
and  the  sooner  they  heard  the  last  of  it  the 
better.  He  did  not  think  any  discussion  that 
could  now  take  place  could  do  any  good  either  to 
the  Natives  or  to  the  colony.  In  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Native  Minister,  he  (Mr.  Reid) 
said  he  believed  that  in  considering  this  matter 
each  member  of  the  House  would  do  what  he 
thought  right,  and  would  act  according  to  his  own 
knowledge  and  convictions,  irrespective  of  party 
considerations. 
•  Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN  had  not  taken  any  part  in 
the  debate.  He  had  always  felt  it  to  be  right 
to  give  to  the  Natives  who  had  any  claims  the 
power  of  appealing  to  the  Courts  of  judicature 
m  respect  of  those  claims.  If  it  should  turn  out 
that  the  Natives  had  any  claim,  they  would  gire 
them  an  opportunity  ox  establishing  it  in  the 
Courts.  The  result  of  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
would  be  that  there  would  be  some  finality  to  this 
question,  and  therefore  he  supported  it. 

Mr.  SWANSONhad  not  taken  any  part  in  this 
debate.  There  was  no  doubt  the  BiU  would  pass, 
and  that  justice  would  be  done  to  the  claimants. 

Mr.  TAIAROA  wished  to  explain,  in  reference 
to  this  Bill,  that,  in  1872,  he  got  a  Committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
Middle  Island  transactions.  The  Committee  ad- 
mitted the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  Natives. 
He  was  asked  by  the  Committee  what  sum  he 
-would  be  prepared  to  accept  in  satisfaction  of  the 
claims  of  the  Middle  Island  Natives.  He  said, 
£2,000,000.  The  Committee,  on  hearing  that, 
dispersed.     Another  Committee  was  afterwards 


appointed  to  go  into  the  matter  again.  He  had 
suggested  that  there  should  be  two  persons  ap- 
pointed, one  by  the  Gt>vemment  and  one  by  him* 
^If ;  but  the  Government  declined  to  take  any 
action,  and  did  not  allow  the  Maoris  any  autho- 
rity to  appoint  anybody  on  their  own  behalf. 
With  regard  to  the  statement  made  respecting  a 
conversation  between  Sir  Donald  McLean  and 
himself  about  a  sum  of  money,  he  had  only  to  say 
that  such  a  conversation  did  not  take  place.  Sir 
Donald  McLean  had  asked  him  how  much  he 
would  take  to  settle  the  claims  and  he  replied  he 
wanted  some  one  appointed  to  investigate  the 
claim  on  his  behalf,  and  that  the  Government 
should  have  some  one  appointed  on  their  part. 
That  was  the  reason  why  he  brought  in  this 
Bill.  With  reference  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Avon  not  consenting  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Bill,  and  speaking  of  his  (Mr.  Taiaroa's)  consent- 
ing to  the  amendment,  he  might  say  that  he  had 
not  assented  to  the  amendment  at  first,  because 
he  saw  that  the  17th  clause  contained  the  whole 
j[ist  of  the  Bill.  However,  he  saw  that,  if  he 
objected  to  the  amendment  altogether,  he  should 
lose  the  Bill.  The  honorable  member  for  Avon 
said  there  was  no  good  in  tlie  Bill ;  but  let  the 
Bill  pass,  and,  if  he  had  established  no  claim,  let 
it  be  so. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  26th  November,  1877. 


First  Beadingt— Third  Hsadinn — Ooonties  Act— Yolaa- 
teen— OamAra  Beore*tion  Reserre— Timara  Harbour 
Board  Bill— Christoharoh  Board  of  Health  Bill— Mil- 
ford  HarLoar  Bill— Edaoation  BUI— Maoawata  Land 
Orders  Bill.        

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Foxton  Harbour  BiU,  Southland  Boys'  and 
Girls'  High  School  Bill,  Roxburgh  Reserves  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 

New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  Ordinance  Bill, 
Marine  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Gold  Mining  Dis* 
tricts  Bill. 

COUNTIES  ACT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Colonel  Secretary,  Whether  the  Government  in- 
tend to  introduce  a  Bill  during  the  present  ses- 
sion to  amend  the  Counties  Act,  ana  what  will 
be  the  purport  of  such  amendments?  During 
the  recess  the  Government  sent  circulars  to  the 
various  County  Councils  asking  them  for  any 
suggestions  they  might  have  to  make  with  refer- 
ence to  the  amendment  of  this  Act,  and  answers 
had  been  received,  he  thought,  from  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  counties.  The  working  of  the  Aot 
during  the  recess  had  shown  that  it  required 
amendment,  and  in  some  respects  those  amend- 
ments were  yery  urgently  needed.    The  Council 
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wat  told  earlj  in  the  eetaion  that  a  Bill  for 
amending  the  Counties  Act  would  be  introduced, 
and  that  promise  had  since  been  repeated  once  or 
twice.  Ihey  were  now  so  near  the  end  of  the 
session  without  having  seen  the  Bill  that  he  had 
become  rather  anxious  on  the  subject,  and  there- 
fore placed  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  a  Bill 
amending  the  Counties  Act  would  be  brought 
forward.  It  was  purely  to  removejtechnicalities 
which  had  been  found  to  impede  the  operation  of 
the  Act.  The  honorable  gentleman  alluded  to  a 
proposed  amendment  of  the  Counties  Act  which 
was  promised  at  an  early  period  of  the  session. 
There  was  such  a  Bill  drafted  when  the  late  Go- 
Temment  were  in  office,  and  it  contained  three, 
or  perhaps  four,  clauses ;  but  the  principle  was 
entirely  to  compel  the  adoption  of  tiie  Act 
through  the  expedient  of  nominating  certain 
persons  to  carry  it  out  if  the  people  in  any 
county  would  hot  bring  it  into  force.  The  pro- 
position to  appoint  certain  nominees  to  administer 
the  whole  business  of  a  county  on  the  principle 
of  the  Act  would  not  be  contained  in  the  Amend- 
ment Bill  which  it  was  proposed  to  bring  down. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  asked  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  answer  the  latter  part  of  the 
question. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  mentioned  to  a  member 
of  the  Cabinet  that  there  was  an  acknowledged 
defect  in  the  Act  in  the  absence  of  executiye 
authority,  and  he  said  he  would  wish  to  hare  an 
alteration  in  that  respect.  That  would  be  borne  in 
mind.  Throughout  the  Counties  Act  the  Chair- 
man had  no  executive  power,  and  therefore  the 
Council  had  to  do  ererythuig.  He  beliered  his 
honorable  friend  objected  to  this,  and  had  men- 
tioned his  objection  to  the  Cabinet.  The  matter 
was  bein|;  considered,  to  see  if  the  amendment 
could  be  mtroduced. 

VOLUNTEERS. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that,  con- 
sidering the  late  period  of  the  session,  he  did 
not  propose  to  make  a  lengthy  speech  on  the 
subject,  and  he  would  merely  allude  to  the  car- 
dinal points.  With  reference  to  a  motion  which 
he  brought  forward  in  the  Council  during  the 

Ecevious  month,  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
kid  on  the  table  of  the  Council  a  statement  of 
the  numerical  strength  and  of  the  armament  of 
the  whole  of  the  Volunteers  in  the  colony.  He 
felt  confident  that  honorable  members,  after  a 
careful  examination  of  that  report,  would  come 
to  the  same  conclusion  that  he  had  arrived  at — 
namely,  that  our  Volunteers  were  in  a  very  bad 
and  deplorable  state,  and  that  their  condition  was 
not  at  all  commensurate  with  the  very  heayy 
outlay  which  was  annually  incurred  to  maintain 
them.  He  had  been  very  frequent  in  his  appeab 
to  the  Council  against  the  wasteful  and  unprofit- 
able expenditure  of  public  money,  and  he  could 
not  abstain  from  throwing  a  certain  amount  of 
odium  on  the  late  Government  for  not  taking 
steps  to  reorganize  the  whole  Volunteer  Force, 
ana  place  it  on  a  permanent  and  sound  sys- 
Son,  Mr,  SaU 


tem,  which  would  meet  with  the  approval  of 
the  country,  instead  of  the  force  being,  as  at 
present,  the  ridicule  and  laughing-stock  of  men 
who  otherwise  would  be  glad  to  join,  and  would 
feel  a  pride  and  honor  in  joining,  its  ranks.  He 
felt  deeply  indebted  to  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  for 
an  analysis  which  he  had  mrepared  of  the  re- 
port laid  upon  the  table.  That  analysis  was  a 
very  accurate  one,  and  would  be  yery  valuable  for 
the  information  it  would  afford  to  the  oountiy, 
bearing  as  it  did  on  the  general  statistics  regard- 
ing Volunteers,  and  being  drawn  out,  as  it  evi- 
dently was,  with  considerable  attention  and  care. 
He  would  now  make  a  few  comments  upon  the 
statistics;  and,  as  he  would  have  to  deal  with 
figures,  he  would  refer  to  a  memorandum  which 
he  had  drawn  out  with  the  Hon.  the  Speaker's 
assistance.  There  were  altogether  123  companies 
of  Volunteers  in  the  colony,  comprising  6,^^ 
men  and  cadets,  the  latter  numbering  nearly 
2,000;  but  he  found  that  at  the  places  where 
Volunteers  were  likely  to  be  most  wanted  there 
were  the  smallest  number  of  them.  He  referred 
to  Taranaki  and  Hawke's  Bay,  where  the  coun- 
tiy  was  greatly  occupied  by  the  Natives.  At  the 
former  place  there  were  two  companies,  one  be- 
ing aitillery,  42  strong,  and  the  other  a  cadet  com- 
pany numbering  29.  At  Hawke's  Bay  there  was 
only  a  rifle  company,  46  strong.  In  Otago  there 
were  38  companies,  numbering  more  than  2,000. 
He  would  propose  to  reduce  the  number  of  all 
companies  to  one-half  or  three-fourths  of  the  pre- 
sent number,  and  to  raise  the  minimum  strength 
of  a  company  to  60.  At  the  last  celebration  oi 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  Birthday  the  troops  in 
Otago  assembled,  and  out  of  that  Large  body  of 
2,000  men  only  800  were  present.  At  Christ- 
church  he  had  been  present  on  the  Queen's  Birtli- 
day,  and  had  counted  one  private,  one  trumpeter, 
and  three  officers  as  the  parade  strength  of  a  com- 
pany. He  did  not  want  to  be  severe  upon  the 
Volunteers— far  from  it.  He  thought  they  de- 
served a  great  deal  of  credit  for  rendering  their 
services  gratuitously  to  the  country.  Those  who 
fought  during  the  war  under  his  honorable  and 
gallant  friend  Colonel  Whitmore  deserved  honor, 
credit,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  country  for  their 
noble  conduct.  He  therefore  did  not  wish  to  be 
severe  upon  the  Volunteers :  but  in  times  of  peace 
they  were  very  undisciplined,  disorganized,  ^nd 
disobedient ;  like  his  own  countrymen,  they  were 
fine  fellows  in  war,  and  devils  in  garrison.  It  was 
a  mere  waste  of  money  to  spend  large  sums  upon 
Volunteers  unless  they  had  them  in  hand,  and 
this  was  the  point  he  wished  to  imprea  upon  the 
Government  and  the  CounciL  He  should  further 
advise  that  great  attention  should  be  devoted  to 
the  instruction  of  cadet  companies,  and  suggest 
tlmt  military  instruction  at  schools  should  be  com- 
pulsory, with  periodical  examinations.  The  coun- 
try would  then  have,  in  case  of  need,  the  i*^ 
material,  and  would  have  prepared  it  at  trifling 
expense.  He  should  encourage  in  every  possible 
way  rifle  associations  taking  up  prize-firiog  by 
allowing  the  members  to  hare  nfles  and  am* 
munition  at  the  prime  coat.  He  should  abolish 
the  present  system  of  prize-firing,  which  was  no- 
thing more  nor  less  than  a  snare,  a  delusion; 
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and  a  waste  of  public  money.  He  should  also 
establish  military  centres  througbout  the  colonj, 
particularly  along  the  coast,  to  be  cliiefly  com- 
posed of  the  artillery  arm  of  the  service.  These 
he  should  place  under  the  senior  officer  of  the 
Yolunteers  of  the  locality,  who  should  communi- 
cate with  and  receiye  orders  from  head-quarters. 
The  authorities  at  head-quarters  would  then  be 
able  to  convey  their  instructions  easily,  and  the 
commanding  officer  would  be  on  the  spot  to  carry 
them  out.  He  should  have  two  or  three  men  sent 
to  Wellington  every  half-year  from  every  im- 
portant part  of  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of 
being  instructed  in  the  use  of  torpedoes,  the  men, 
on  their  return  to  their  respective  localities,  to 
impart  the  knowledge  they  had  acquired  to  a  few 
intelligent  men.  who  would  be  able,  if  necessary, 
to  utilize  it.  However,  he  hoped  they  would  soon 
have  the  benefit  of  the  advice  of  Sir  William 
Jervoise,  who  would  of  course  decide  as  to  what 
should  be  done  in  regard  to  this  scientific  branch 
of  the  service.  It  appeared  from  the  report  which 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table  that  the  supply  of 
ordnance  in  the  colony  was  very  meagre  mdeed. 
There  were  really  no  heavy  guns,  excepting  a 
mixed  lot  of  g\d  heavy  iron  guns.  They  had  six 
twelve-pounder  Armstrongs,  for  which  there  ap- 
peared to  be  only  sufficient  ammunition  for  two 
days'  good  hot  firing.  What  was  the  use  of  this 
armament  unless  there  was  ammunition  P  These 
would  be  perfectly  useless,  and  might  just  as  well 
be  in  Tipperary,  or  anywhere  else.  He  now  came 
to  the  small  arms.  There  were  4,607  breech - 
loading  rifles  and  13,000  muzsle-loaders.  These 
numbers  appeared  considerable  at  first  sight,  it 
was  true,  but  the  rifles  were  distributed  aU  over 
the  country,  and  in  reality  the  number  was  very 
small.  He  would  therefore  advise  that  the  Qo- 
vernment  should  send  for  a  number,  say,  one 
hundred,  of  the  new  arm  that  was  now  used  in 
Turkey,  and  which  was  called  the  rifle-repeater. 
It  discharged  eighteen  shots  to  one  discharged 
by  the  old  rifle,  so  that  a  hundred  men  with  that 
arm  would  be  equal  to  1,800  armed  with  the 
old  gun,  which,  of  coiurse,  showed  the  immense 
superiority  of  the  repeater.  He  would  suggest 
that  when  these  rifles  arrived  in  the  colony  they 
should.be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Constabulary, 
who  were  good  soldiers  and  well  accustomed  to 
the  use  of  arms.  We  could  then  ascertain  in 
six  or  eight  months  whether  the  new  rifle  was 
approved  of  or  not.  He  would  have  them  used 
at  all  the  outposts  in  the  North  Island,  where 
they  would  be  of  great  advantage,  as  a  small  party 
of  six  or  eight  men,  with  these  rifles,  would  be 
equal  to  about  a  hundred  m«n  using  the  present 
arm.  If  the  repeater  were  found  useful  and  a 
good  arm  the  Government  could  write  for  another 
supply.  The  return  showed  that  there  was  no 
ammunition  reserve.  Was  that  right  ?  No  time 
should  be  lost  in  sending  Home  for  a  reserve 
supply  of  ammunition  lor  all  arms.  Loose 
povrder  should  also  bo  obtained  in  barrels,  and 
also  pig  lead  and  cartridge  paper,  so  that  the 
force  could  make  its  own  cartridges,  if  necessary. 
Powder  was  very  sensitive  to  climate,  and  con- 
sequently very  liable  to  injury,  and  it  was  impos- 
iible  that  powder  for  guns  throwing  shells  Could 


be  effective  unless  it  was  in  perfect  condition.  A 
grain,  almost,  of  powder  would  make  a  difference 
in  shell  firing,  and  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  would 
almost  be  certain  to  cause  a  failure.  Therefore, 
unless  the  powder  were  of  the  best  quality  and 
kept  in  first-rate  order,  there  was  no  use  having 
any.  It  was  necessary  that  there  should  be  first- 
rate  magazines  in  the  country  for  storing  the 
powder.  According  to  the  report  which  he  had 
already  referred  to,  there  was  a  very  insufficient 
supply  of  this  powder^  and  in  case  of  necessity 
the  troops  would  be  in  very  great  difficulty,  and, 
in  fact,  be  comparatively  useless.  With  regard  to 
external  defences,  it  would  not,  of  course,  be 
advisable  to  take  any  action  until  the  arrival  of 
Sir  William  Jervoise,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
military  men  of  the  day,  and  whose  suggestions, 
when  made,  he  hoped  would  be  adopted.  He  now 
came  to  rather  a  delicate  point.  They  all  knew 
that  their  honorable  friend  the  Speaker  had  served 
many  years  in  the  army — that  he  had  been  in 
active  service,  had  distinguished  himself,  and  be- 
longed to  a  scientific  arm  of  the  service,  the 
Artillery.  He  had  served  a  long  time  in  the 
Horse  Artillery,  and  therefore  had  a  knowledge 
of  military  tactics.  As  an  artillery  officer  he 
would  have  a  knowledge  of  infantry  as  well  as 
artillery,  and,  having  been  in  the  Horse  Artillery, 
he  also  was  a  cavalry  officer,  and  so  embraced 
in  his  own  person  all  these  good  qualities,  and 
was  a  soldier  at  heart  at  the  same  time.  His 
honorable  friend  also  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
Volunteers,  and  had  given  him  (Colonel  Brett) 
very  many  hints,  and  assisted  him  in  compiling 
the  present  information  he  had  obtained.  What" 
he  was  about  to  suggest  did  not  emanate  from 
the  honorable  gentleman,  who  was  perfectly  igno- 
rant of  the  matter.  He  thought  that  it  would  be 
a  benefit  to  the  country  if  the  Hon.  Sir  John 
Richardson  were  appointed  as  a  Royal  Commis- 
sioner to  visit  all  the  stations  along  the  coast,  and 
to  report  upon  them.  He  did  not  mean  that  the 
inspection  should  include  the  fortifications,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  as  there  was  an  able  engineer 
officer  coming  to  the  colony  to  report  on  that 
branch  of  its  defences  ;  but  his  idea  was  that  Sir 
John  Richardson  should  visit  the  outposts  and  all 
the  posts  at  harbours  along  the  coast,  and  express 
his  opinion  upon  what  be  saw,  and  upon  the 
efficiency  of  each  company.  Such  a  report  would 
be  very  valuable,  and  a  great  assistance  to  the 
Government  in  reorganizing  the  Volunteers,  which 
he  hoped  they  woyld  see  their  way  speedily  to 
do.  He  did  not  know  whether  his  honorable 
friend  would  be  inclined  to  accept  the  duty, 
but,  if  he  did,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  report  he  would  furnish  would  be  a  Tery 
valuable  one,  and  would  be  appreciated  by  the 
whole  country.  Perhaps  it  was  presumption  on 
his  part  to  make  this  suggestion,  and  he  hoped 
his  honorable  and  gallant  friend  would  pardon 
him  if,  in  doing  so,  he  had  in  any  way  offended 
him.  In  conclusion,  he  would  appeal  to  his 
honorable  and  gallant  friend  Colonel  Whitmore 
on  this  subject.  They  all  knew  that  honorable 
gentleman's  antecedents.  They  knew  that  he 
was  an  accomplished  soldier,  and  that  he  had 
served  Her  Majesty  both  in  peace  and  in  war. 
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Tbejr  all  knew  tbat  be  bad  rolunteered  bia  ter-  ■  Eennj,  «bo  waa  a  full  Colonel  of  Toluntfen, 
vicea  to  New  2>aland  duriD^  tbe  war,  and  tbat  '  and  whom  he  aslwd  to  mj  a  few  word*  on  thit 
he  bad  organized  and  trained  into  efficient  roldiers  occaaion.  lie  hoped,  also,  that  hit  honorable  and 
a  bodj  of  undisciplined  men,  both  Natires  and  '  gallant  friend  Captain  Fraser,  who  waa  an  old 
Europeans.  Tbej  knew,  also,  tbat  be  had  led  ,  Indian  raralry  officer,  would  not  let  the  occasion 
those  men  to  honor  and  glorj  ;  tbat  bis  breast  waa  ;  pasa  in  silence.  He  would  also  aak  Captain 
now  decorated  with  honors  which  Her  Majestj  |  JBaiUie,  who  was  an  old  officer,  and  who  bad  seen 
bad  bestowed  upon  him;  and  tbat  be  returned  to  t  diftinguished  aerrioea  in  India,  to  aaj  tomeUiing 
bead-quarters  at  Wellington  after  having  been  \  on  the  subject.  He  would  appeal  to  ereij  one  in 
tbe  means  of  bringing  the  mutineers  into  subjec-  !  the  Council,  particularlj  to  the  military  men,  to 


tion  and  peace,  and  after  gaining  for  bimaelf 
honor  and  glorr  and  the  thanks  of  bis  countrj. 
It  waa  to  that  honorable  gentleman  he  now  ap- 
pealed, with  the  hope  that  he  would  exercise  the 
prestige  and  the  innuence  which  be  possessed  in 
order  to  induce  the  Ooremment  to  reorganize 
the  Tolnnteer  Force,  which,  for  many  jears  past, 
bas  been  in  a  state  of  chaos.  He  had  nothine 
further  to  say ;  but  be  hoped  the  Council  would 
not  be  reticent,  and  tbat  tbe  military  men  present 


raise  their  roice  in  order  to  assist  him.  He  re- 
gretted that  tbe  Hon.  the  Speaker  waa  unable  to 
cpeak  on  this  occaaion,  but  he  hoped  that,  befive 
Parliament  waa  prorogued,  he  would  take  aa 
opportunity,  when  they  were  in  Committee,  to 
fay  something,  as  he  had  last  year.  He  was  surs 
that  the  Hon.  the  Speaker's  remarka  on  tbat 
occasion  bad  earned  great  weight  throughout  the 
country.  Tbe  following  tables  would  ahow  tbe 
strrngm  of  the  companies  in   each   prorindal 


would  express '  their  opinions,  and   particularly  I  district,  alto  the  quantity  of  ordnance  and  am- 
the  Hon.  aiajor  Bichmond  and  the  Hon.  Colonel  *  munition  : — 

STATBMisrT  showing  the  Number  of  Tboops  and  Coxpaxibs  and  tbe  Strength  of  each  in  each 
Prorincial  District,  distinguishing  the  different  Senrices. 
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41*41  The  rifles,  both  breech-  and  muzzle-loaders,  and  carbines,  bare  a  charge  of  2i  drachms,  and 
a  bullet  of  *577,  except  Terra's  breech-loading  carbioes,  which  have  a  bullet  of  '3. 
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-Total  Strbngth  of  Troops  and  Cokfasieb. 

Troops  Mid 

Mea. 

Oompames. 
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Total        ... 

... 

123 
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Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  desirable  that 
the  Government  should,  during  tlie  recess,  devote 
attention  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Volunteer 
fivsteni  of  the  colony,  having  especial  regard  to 
the  expediency  of  combining  efficiency  with 
economy,  and  to  the  necessity  of  gradually  re- 
placing, within  a  short  time,  the  arms  of  almost 
obsolete  pattern  by  arms  which  late  obserration 
has  proved  to  be  so  rery  material  in  aid  of  de- 
fensive operations." — {Hon.  Colonel  Brett.) 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  wished  to  say  that 
he  was  quite  unaware  that  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Brett  was  about  to  make  a  recommendation  to 
the  Committee  with  regard  to  himself.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  given  him  to  under- 
stand that  he  was  about  to  do  anything  of  the 
sort  he  could  not  have  given  him  the  slightest 
assistance  in  preparing  the  report.  However, 
apart  from  that  point,  he  indorsed  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  said. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOEE  said  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Brett  had  drawn  attention  to  a  subject 
which  the  Government  had  not  failed  to  consider. 
He  admitted  that  there  was  some  room  for  im- 
provement in  the  present  organization  of  the 
Volunteers.  That  opinion  was  not  confined  to  the 
present  Government,  judging  from  the  records 
which  the  late  Government  had  left  behind ;  and 
he  apprehended  the  same  view  had  been  taken  on 
the  question  by  every  Government  that  had  ex- 
isted in  the  country.  It  was  not  a  matter  that 
the  Gt>vemmeDt  could  altogether  decide  for  them- 
f elves,  there  was  so  much  influence  brought  to 
bear,  and  so  much  disturbance  made,  as  soon  as 
any  question  of  reduction  of  the  Volunteers  was 
mooted.  But  he  sympathized  with  past  Govern- 
ments as  he  did  with  his  own  case  when  he  found 
that  the  best  intentions  were  thwarted  on  ac- 
count of  the  toes  it  was  necessary  to  tread  upon 
if  they  endeavoured  to  do  what  they  conscien- 
tiously beUeved  to  be  right  in  this  direction. 
One  great  defect  was  that  the  Volunteer  corps 
were  much  too  small.  As  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  said,  the  organization  in  some  cases 
wae  ludicrous,  and  was  apparently  kept  up  for  no 
purpose  but  to  maintain  certain  military  titles  for 
certain  people,  and  to  establish  a  claim  for  wearing 
a  fantastic  description  of  dress.  It  would  be  his 
effort  as  far  as  he  could  to  prevent  this  state  of 
things,  and  already  he  had  resisted  efforts  to  es- 
tablish small  corps,  and  had  put  a  stop  to  some 
others  which  were  too  small  to  be  of  any  use. 
Hon,  Colonel  Brett 


I  With  regard  to  the  arms  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  spolen  about.,  he  could  not,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  colony,  undertake  that  any 
large  purchases  of  arms  wou]d  be  made.      He 
must  say  that  the  Snider  rifles  which  were  in  the 
!  possession  of  the  Volunteers  were  by  no  means 
I  bad  arms,  and  were  in  a  very  fair  state  of  repair. 
'  With  the  difference  of  opinion  that  seemed  to 
exist  with  regard  to  the  Martini-Henry  rifle,  he 
^  was  not  quite  sure  that  they  had  not  got  as  good 
an  arm  as  the  Martini- Henry.     With  regard  to 
the  Spencer  rifle,  he  might  say  that  that  was  a 
very  expensive  weapon,  and  exceedingly  likely  to 
get  out  of  order.      He  carried  one  all  through 
I  the  Native  war  when  he  was  connected  with  the 
'  colonial  forces,  but  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
'  that,  while  it  might  suit  an  officer  or  a  person 
'  who  was  very  well  accustomed  to  the  use  of  rifles 
!  or  delicate  arms,  it  would  not  be  a  weapon  to 
I  place  in   the   hands  of  untutored   men   barely 
I  trained  and  only  recently  enrolled  in  the  service. 
'  With  respect  to  ammunition  he  would  not  take 
I  credit  or  discredit  to  himself.     A  considerable 
I  sum  had  been  placed  on  the  Estimates  by  the 
late  Gt)vemment  for  ammunition — quite   suffi- 
cient  for   two    or    three    years'   supply.      The 
Gbvernmeut  did  not  intend  this  year,   unless 
forced  by  a  vote  in  another  place,  to  have  any 
rifle  prize-firing,  and  he  had  taken  upon  himself 
to  countermand  the  order  to  the  extent  of  one- 
half.     There  was  no  great  object  in  having  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition  in  store,  because, 
as  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  had  said, 
gunpowder  was  very  sensitive  to  the  weather, 
and  was  apt  to  get  in  bad  order  if  kept  too 
long.    With  regard  to  the  artillery,  he  admitted 
that  the  euns  were  very  inferior.    There  were  a 
few  small  six-pounder  Armstrongs,  which  were 
practically  of  no  use,  and  one  or  two  twelve- 
poundex;^  which  were  better ;  but  the  others  were 
useless  arms,  with  the  exception  of  those  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  called  howitzers.    He 
found  them  useful  on  one  occasion.    He  should 
not  fail  to  attend  to  the  subject,  and  he  hoped 
that  they  would  be  able  to  get  some  more  artil- 
lery.   Tlie  force  of  Volunteers  in  the  colony  was 
respectable,  numbering,  as  it  did,  neaiiy  5,000 
men,  equally  distributed  in  both  Islands.    As 
the  honorable  gentleman  said,  the  cadets  num- 
bered 2,000,  the  majority  of  them  being  in  the 
South  Island.    The  honorable  gentleman  could 
depend  upon  it  that  he  would  not  be  a  party 
to  any  deterioration  of  the  organization  of  the 
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Volunteer  Force ;  but  he  would  not  undertake 
to  sajr  that  he  would  take  any  steps  towards  tlie 
increase  of  the  number  of  the  Volunteer  corps. 
He  would,  personally,  like  to  see  it  confined  in 
the  South  Idand  to  the  Artillery  and  Nayal 
Volunteers,  because  those  two  kinds  of  corps  re- 
quire a  considerable  amount  of  special  training, 
and  it  would  be  desirable  to  hare  persons  who 
had  received  such  training,  and  who  would  be 
ayailable  in  what,  he  hoped,  was  the  improbable 
event  of  their  harbours  being  attacked.  The 
Marine  Volunteers,  in  cases  of  shipwreck  and  in 
war,  would  aleo  be  very  valuable.  There  was  a 
Volunteer  Cavalry  Corps  maintained  in  the  Wai- 
kato  which  he  had  heard  spoken  of  very  highly, 
and  there  were  good  cavalry  corps  elsewhere.  Ho 
apprehended  that  if  a  number  of  young  settlers 
could  be  induced  to  keep  themselves  embodied  in 
a  military  fashion,  and  to  keep  horses  for  service, 
they  woiud  be  of  very  considerable  value  in  case 
of  war.  He  therefore  appipved  of  the  course 
taken  by  the  late  Gt)vernment  in  giving  that  body 
encouragement.  He  would  attend,  in  a  general 
way,  to  the  recommendations  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  wished  to  say  a 
few  words,  seeing  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  challenged  old  soldiers  to  come  to  the  front. 
The  organization  of  Volunteers  meant,  in  the 
first  place,  money,  because  they  could  not  main- 
tain a  Volunteer  Force  without  a  considerable 
sum  of  money.  The  Volunteers  in  the  North 
and  South  Islands  devoted  a  considerable  amount 
of  time  to  their  drill.  He  had  known  Volunteers 
to  travel  eight  or  ten  miles,  or  even  farther,  in 
order  to  attend  their  monthly  drill.  He  there- 
fore thought  that  the  Volunteers  should  not  be 
looked  down  upon,  as  they  had  devoted  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  time  to  their  work.  He  had 
been  present  at  the  annual  prize-firing  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years,  and  he  had  seen  at  the 
Thames  as  fine  and  as  well-drilled  a  body  of  men 
as  he  should  wish  to  see  in  any  country.  In  Wa- 
nganui  they  had  a  fine  body  of  Volunteers,  and 
he  had  seen  the  cavalry  there  acquit  themselves 
Tcry  well,  which,  no  doubt,  was  Partly  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  commanding  officer  was  an  old 
cavaby  officer.  At  Nelson  they  had  a  fine  body 
of  men.  A  few  years  ago  they  had  a  very  small 
company  indeed,  but  now  they  numbered  two  or 
three  hundred,  including  the  Naval  Brigade,  who 
acquitted  themselves  very  well  in  connection  with 
the  wreck  of  the  "  Queen  Bee."  He  was  sorry 
that  his  honorable  friend  decried  the  Volunteers 
in  his  own  Province  of  Canterbury,  which  was 
generally  admitted  to  be  pre-eminent  in  most 
things.  He  often  found  that  the  Volunteers  were 
inefficient  where  the  commanding  officers  of  corps 
did  not  give  much  attention.  With  respect  to 
the  arms,  he  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more  that  the  present  Snider  rifle  was  as  good  an 
arm  as  they  could  possibly  put  in  the  hands  of 
the  Volimteers.  The  Martini-Henry  was  too  sen- 
sitive an  arm,  and  could  only  be  intrusted  to 
men  who  were  well  trained.  He 'did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  proposal  to  import  a  large  quantity 
of  powder  so  that  the  men  could  make  their 
own  cartridges.     Inexperienced  men  could  not 


make  up  cartridges,  and  it  would  be  much  better 
to  obtain  them  from  arsenals  at  Home.  He 
thought  the  present  supply  of  ammunition  in  the 
colony  was  quite  insufficient,  there  not  being  more 
than  two  hundred  rounds  per  man.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
prize-firing  was  time  wasted.  It  caused  a  great 
deal  of  emulation  amongst  the  Volunteers,  and 
it  was  thought  a  great  honor  in  any  district 
lo  carry  away  the  champion  belt.  He  was  very 
glad  the  honorable  gentleman  had  brought  the 
motion  forward,  because  Volunteering  was  gene- 
rally spoken  of  as  something  to  be  looked  down 
upon.  However,  he  would  point  out  that,  though, 
the  Volunteers  might  not  be  up  to  the  standard 
of  old  soldiers,  it  took  years  to  make  soldiers, 
whereas  Volunteers  were  only  trained  for  about 
one  hundred  hourr  during  the  year.  As  an  old 
9taff  officer,  the  honorable  gentleman  (Colonel 
Brett)  must  know  that  he  could  not  expect  to 
make  soldiers  in  one  hundred  hours  in  a  year. 
However,  during  that  time  the  Volunteers  did 
learn  a  great  deal,  and  that  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that  thev  were  generally  men  of  greater  in- 
telligence and  of  much  higher  standing  than  the 
ordinary  private  soldier.  Volunteers  who  went 
into  the  field  in  this  Colony,  as  (he  Colonial  Sec- 
retary knew,  had  distinguished  themselves  very 
much,  and  he  thought  they  always  would  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  PQLLEN  said  he  was  sorry  that 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  had  not  been  impartial  in 
the  distribution  of  his  praise.  He  observed  that 
the  encomiums  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  been  good  enough  to  pass  had  been  confined 
entirely  to  the  military  members  of  the  Council, 
and  that  the  civilians  like  himself  came  in  for  that 
kind  of  allowance  which  was  commonly  known  as 
"  more  kickd  than  halfpence."  No  doubt  from  a 
military  point  of  view  that  was  quite  right,  but 
he  thought  he  had  himself  some  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  conduct  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
towards  him.  What  he  complained  of  was  this : 
that,  having  for  so  many  years  sat  at  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  feet,  so  to  say,  and  having  en- 
deavoured to  carry  out  and  even  sometimes  to 
better  the  instructions  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  good  enougb  to  give,  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  able  to  recognize  the  fact  that 
he  had  done  something  at  least  in  the  direction 
of  improving  the  Volunteer  and  Defence  Force 
during  the  short  time  that  he  had  had  the 
honor  of  holding  office  as  Defence  Minister.  The 
honorable  gentleman  complained  that  he  (Dr. 
Pollen)  had  not  reorganized  the  Militia.  Heor- 
ganization  of  the  Militia  was  a  term  the  meaning 
of  which  his  honorable  friend  did  not  exactly 
explain  to  him.  He  had  not  attempted  to  reor- 
ganize the  Militia,  but  he  had  lost  no  opportunity 
and  had  been  at  very  great  pains  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Volunteer  Force  from  the  condi- 
tion in  which  he  found  it.  Whatever  his  honor- 
able friend  might  think,  he  was  satisfied  himself 
that  he  had  done  a  little  in  that  direction.  He 
did  not  give  encouragement  to  holiday-volunteer- 
ing, but  wherever  it  was  possible  he  had  given 
encouragement  to  the  maintenance  in  a  state 
of  efficiency  of  Volunteer  corps  which  showed 
themselves  conscioos  of  the  necessity  that  might 
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ari-p  Pomo  dny  for  their  fervice*,  and  the  members 
of  which  were  disposed  to  make  themselves  not 
all  officers,  like  the  corps  of  which  his  honorable 
friend  had  some  knowledge,  but  really  useful 
trained  men,  whose  serrices  might  be  relied  upon 
whenever  the  occasion  for  calling  upon  them 
arose.  His  honorable  friend  Captain  JBaillie  re- 
ferred to  the  Volunteers  at  the  Thames.  He 
yentured  to  raj,  speaking  not  as  a  military  man, 
but  from  a  civilian's  point  of  riew,  that  there  was 
not  a  finer  or  more  efficient  body  of  men  to  be 
found  in  New  Zealand,  or,  probably,  out  of  New 
Zealand,  than  the  Thames  Volunteers.  They 
were  not  Volunteers  in  name  only,  because  he 
had  been  in  official  positions  at  times  when  it  was 
necessary  to  appeal  to  them  for  assistance,  and  on 
no  occasion  had  he  eyer  appealed  to  them  without 
receiving  a  prompt  and  ready  response.  Over 
and  over  again  the  Thames  v  olunteers  had  fur- 
nished men  for  actiye  service,  and  they  had  always 
occupied  frontier  positions.  That  was  the  true 
use  of  Volunteers,  and  in  that  respect  he  was 
glad  to  be  able  to  bear  testimony,  liaving  left  office, 
to  the  fact  that  the  Volunteers  in  the  North  of 
this  Island,  as  in  other  parts,  had  never  failed 
in  their  duty.  He  had  always,  whenever  he 
oould,  giyen  the  greatest  possible  encouragement 
to  the  training  of  boys  at  school  in  drill,  and  as 
far  as  possible  in  the  use  of  arms.  He  had  thus 
not  entirely  neglected  the  "raw  material"  upon 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  placed  so  much 
reliance.  With  regaid  to  making  provision  for 
prize-firing  this  year,  he  would  say  that  he 
thought  violent  changes  of  that  kind — the  sudden 
abolition  of  these  meetings,  to  which  Volun- 
teers attached  such  importance — would  be  a 
mistake ;  but  he  had  taken  one  step,  at  least, 
towards  reducing  the  amount  of  expense  neces- 
sary in  regard  to  these  meetings  by  postponing 
the  prize-foing  for  one  year,  so  that  the  subject 
might  be  considered.  Tfie  meeting  which  was  to 
haye  taken  place  this  year  would  not  take  place 
till  next  year,  and  meetings  might  be  held  there- 
after at  suchgreater  intervals  as  might  be  found 
necessary.  Having,  as  ho  said,  been  filled  with 
a  desire  to  carry  out  the  ideas  of  the  honorable 
and  gallant  gentleman  in  the  administration  of 
the  Defence  Department,  he  felt  rather  hurt  when 
he  was  so  pointedly  excluded  from  the  compli- 
ments which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  be- 
■towed  upon  the  military  members  of  the  Council. 
The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  was  sorry  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  should  feel  hurt  at  the  apparent 
neglect  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett.  He  should 
remember  wimt  the  French  say — Tout  ee  quen'tst 
pas  militaire  est  civil.  He  would  not  have  spoken 
on  I  his  occasion  were  it  not  that  he  wished  to  point 
out  that  the  arms  of  the  cadet  corps  were  in  a  dis- 
graceful state,  and  were  not  worthy  of  the  name 
of  arms.  He  hoped  the  Goyernment  would  jiay 
immediate  attention  to  this  matter.  If  they  in- 
tende<1  to  discipline  these  young  men  thej  should 
put  efficient  arms  in  their  hands,  because  they 
would  certainly  grow  up  in  a  yery  slovenly 
manner  if  they  only  had  the  use  of  arms  in  such 
bad  condition  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  fire 
out  of  some  of  tliem^  With  regard  to  the  Royal 
Commission,  he  though  his  honorable  friend  had 
Son.  Dr,  Polhn 


had  enough  of  Royal  Commissions.  On  ono 
occasion  there  was  appointed  a  Ro^al  Commia- 
sion  to  report  on  the  claims  of  certain  gentlemen 
to  the  New  Zealand  Cross.  They  sent  in  a  report 
that  these  individuals  had  no  claim  whatever  to 
the  Cross,  ba  they  had  only  performed  the  duties 
they  were  called  upon  to  perform  in  the  ordinary 
course.  Notvrithstanding  that  report,  he  belieyea 
that  every  one  of  the  claimants  who  were  re- 
ported against  got  the  Cross. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  was  sorry  he  did 
not  do  justice  to  his  honorable  friend  Dr.  Pollen. 
He  looked  upon  him  as  the  perfection  of  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  even  as  a  Defence 
Minister,  because  he  always  attended  the  weak, 
and  put  courage  into  the  feeble.  He  was  yery 
sorry  he  did  not  do  the  honorable  gentleman 
justice.  He  felt  that  the  honorable  gentleman's 
valiie  in  defence  matters  was  hidden  under  a 
bushel.  However,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  put  the  present  authori- 
ties in  the  proper  groove,  and  that  the  present 
Colonial  Seciretary  would  follow  it  up. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

OAMARU  RECREATION  RESERVE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name,  said  that  his  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Mi  lief  put  a  question  on  this  subject 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary  a  few  days  ago.  The 
reply  was  not  satisfactory ;  therefore  he  brought 
the  present  motion  before  the  Council.  The  land 
referred  to  was  a  portion  of  a  recreation  reserve 
at  Oamaru.  In  1875  a  Bill  was  brought  in  to 
take  a  portion  of  this  land  for  gasworks,  but  the 
Council  would  not  allow  it,  and  on  passing  the 
Bill  the  Council  inserted  this  clause  : — 

"  But  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  Corpo- 
ration Co  demise  or  lease,  or  apply  to  any  other 
purpose  than  the  purpose  in  each  cose  particularly 
expressed,  any  of  or  any  part  of  the  lands  de- 
scribed in  Schedules  A,  B,  D,  and  E  respec- 
tively "— 

— D  being  the  land  in  question,  reserved  for 
recreation  purposes.  It  was  the  r^rve  referred 
to  in  this  motion.  Last  year  the  same  par- 
ties (Hay  and  Barr)  applied  to  have  a  tram- 
way made  through  the  reserve.  That  was  re- 
sisted, and  the  Council  threw  out  the  Bill.  Had 
that  tramway  been  made  it  would  have  inter- 
fered very  much  indeed  with  the  working  of 
the  railway.  Afterwards  a  portion  of  the  land 
was  laid  out  by  the  Corporation  for  ornamental 
purposes,  and  a  nursery.  As  such,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  not  competent  for  the  Colonial  Gk>rerument, 
if  the  Corporation  stood  upon  its  rights,  to  have 
taken  over  the  land.  The  clause  in  the  Publio 
Works  Act  of  last  session,  upon  which  the  Gk>- 
vemment  relied  in  malting  this  contract,  only 
gave  power  to  take  land  outside  the  town,  because 
i-eference  was  only  made  to  County  Councils  and 
Road  Boards.  There  was  no  reference  whatever 
to  the  land  being  taken  within  towns,  but  the  Go- 
vernment was  effectually  stopped  from  doing  so 
by  clause  15,  which  reads  thus : — 

"Nothing  in  tlds  Act  contained  shall  authorize 
the  entry  upon  or  taking,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  a  railway  or  other  work  to  be  made  under  the 
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authority  of  a  special  Act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, of  any  land  occupied  by  any  building,  yard, 
garden,  orchard,  vineyard,  or  ornamental  park  or 
pleasure-ground,  Ac,  "without  the  consent  in 
"writing  of  the  owner  first  obtained." 

This  land  came  within  that  clause,  and  the 
people  of  Oamaru  had  very  great  cau^e  for  com- 
plaint on  finding  that  the  piece  of  land  had  been 
leased.  It  was  found  this  season  that  the  rail- 
way station  was  vastly  too  small  for  the  wants 
of  Oamaru,  and,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Bsplanade  had  been  given  to  the  Harbour  Board, 
it  was  found  that  there  was  not  sufficient  space 
for  extending  the  accommodation.  He  believed 
it  was  the  intention  to  sliifib  the  passenger  sta- 
tion to  the  land  in  question,  leaving  the  present 
station  available  for  goods  only.  In  that  case 
the  two  acres  now  taken  would  be  required. 
He  might  say  that  it  was  never  intended  by  the 
late  Govern  men  t  that  the  land  should  be  leased. 
It  was  only  that  morning  that  he  had  been 
talking  to  the  late  Commissioner  of  Bailways 
(Mr.  Ormond),  who  told  him  that  ho  had  never 
intended  to  approve  of  any  goods  sheds  being 
erected  in  any  places  such  as  this,  except  in 
the  country,  and  that  if  that  had  been  done  in 
the  case  of  Oamaru  it  had  been  done  without 
his  authority  and  without  his  knowledge.  That 
should  be  conclusive  evidence  on  the  subject,  and 
he  thought  tite  lease  should  not  be  permitted  to 
exist.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  land  was 
advertised,  and  that  the  public  had  an  equal 
opportunity  of  renting  it  if  they  thought  proper. 
Kow,  he  would  read  the  advertisement,  and 
from  that  it  would  be  seen  whether  the  pubUc 
generally  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  the  land. 
The  advertisement  ran  as  follows  : — 

"  Araberley  through  Oamaru  to  Bluff  Railway. 
— ^Recreation- Ground,  Oamaru. — Notice  is  hereby 
given  that  a  plan,  showing  generally  the  nature 
of  the  works  to  be  performed  in  the  construction 
of  the  above  section  of  railway,  is  deposited  in  the 
Public  Works  Office,  Oamaru,  where  it  can  be 
seen  at  all  reasonable  hours  for  the  period  of 
twenty-one  days  from  this  date. — (Signed)  J.  D. 
Obmond." 

That  was  the  whole  advertisement.  He  might 
also  say  that  when  a  lease  of  lands  was  ofiered, 
especially  by  the  Government,  it  was  an  invariable 
custom  to  advertise  for  at  least  a  month  or  six 
weeks,  stating  the  size  of  the  allotments  and  the 
terms  on  which  it  would  be  let.  Then  the  letting 
took  place  by  auction.  That  was  the  ordinary 
custom  ;  but  iu  this  case  the  public  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  what  was  being  done,  and  even 
the  Corporation  only  recently  became  aware  that 
Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr  had  leased  the  land,  and 
had  »ent  to  Wellington  to  see  if  it  could  not  be 
stopped.  He  was  sorry  that  the  action  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller  had  not  had  the  effect  of  stopping 
the  transaction.  The  price  paid  for  the  land 
was  also  inadequate.  Tne  rent  was  but  sixteen 
guineas  per  annum,  a  sum  vastly  below  its  value ; 
but  on  that  point  his  honorable  friend  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Miller  would  be  able  to  give  some  informa- 
tion, as  he  had  been  a  party  to  letting  some 
•core  of  sites  belonging  to  the  Harbour  Board 
at,  he  (Mr.  Holmes)  believed,  double,  treble,  or 


even  quadruple  the  amount  paid  for  this  land. 
But,  besides  all  this,  the  transaction  was  not  a 
proper  thing  so  far  as  the  people  of  Oamaru 
were  personally  concerned.  It  was  well  known 
to  many  honorable  gentlemen  coming  from  the 
South  that  there  was  no  town  iu  the  colony  better 
supplied  with  grain  stores  than  Oamaru.  There 
were  seven  large  mills  of  great  capacity  for  the 
storage  of  grain  in  the  town  and  district,  and 
there  must  have  been  a  dozen  stone  stores  recently 
erected  of  great  capacity,  besides  the  old  stores 
which  had  been  built  for  some  time.  So  that 
there  could  not  be  a  shadow  of  an  excuse  for 
renting  the  land  for  that  purpose,  because  there 
was  ample  storage  in  Oamaru  for  all  the  grain 
that  might  come  in.  He  was  quite  in  favour  of 
letting  land  in  country  districts  for  stores  and 
sidings,  but  objected  to  land  being  leased  in  the 
towns,  particularly  when  it  would  interfere  with 
private  property.  He  thought,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  the  Council  would  agree  with  him 
that  this  lease  should  be  at  once  cancelled,  even 
if  compensation  should  have  to  be  paid  to  the 
lessee.  It  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  only 
three  months'  notice  was  necessary  in  order  to 
cancel  the  lease,  and  he  hoped  and  trusted  that, 
to  satisfy  the  people  of  Oamaru  and  to  do  an  act 
of  justice,  this  lease  would  be  cancelled. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'  Tliat,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  lease  granted  to 
Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr  of  a  portion  of  the  Recrea- 
tion Reserve,  Oamaru,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  grain  store  thereon,  should  be  cancelled." — 
(Hon.  Mr.  Holmes.) 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  quite  agreed  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes. 
He  had  been  informed — whether  by  the  present 
Government  or  by  the  late  Government,  he  did 
not  know  —  that  a  lease  of  some  frontages  had 
been  let  in  Oamaru  for  5s.  a  foot,  although,  as 
his  informant,  a  gentleman  from  Oamaru,  had 
told  him,  it  was  worth  at  least  five  times  that 
amount.  It  was  a  reprehensible  system  of  doing 
things.  All  these  lands,  if  they  were  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  should  be  put  up  to  public  auction. 
Therefore  he  hoped  that  the  motion  would  be 
carried. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that 
when  this  motion  first  appeared  on  the  Paper  he 
did  not  quite  know  what  course  he  should  take  in 
respect  of  it,  but  if  the  facts  were  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes  had  detailed  the  lease  ought  certainly  to 
be  cancelled.  Indeed,  he  believed  that  any  in- 
habitant of  Oamaru  possessed  such  an  interest  in 
the  maintenance  of  a  reserve  for  recreation  pur- 
poses as  to  warrant  him  in  taking  action  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
lease  upset.  He  might  say  that  he  himself,  as  an 
elector  of  the  county,  might  perhaps  have  an  in- 
terest in  the  matter,  and  undoubtedly,  if  he  could 
discover  that  he  had,  he  should  take  action,  be- 
cause he  had  fought  the  battle  of  recreation 
reserves  ever  since  he  had  been  in  the  country, 
and  nothing  would  please  him  belter  than  to 
take  action  of  that  kind  here.  He  should  like 
very  much  to  hear  what  the  Government  had  to 
say  upon  the  matter,  because  they  were  largely 
interested,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
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sial  Secretary  would  tell  them  what  the  Gorern- 
ment  proposed  to  do. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  understood  that  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  when  asked  a  question 
on  this  matter  the  other  day,  had  eaid  the  trans- 
action bad  been  arranged  by  the  late  Goremment 
for  tlie  purpose  of  saying  cost  to  the  colony  by 
the  erection  of  grain  stores  j  and  he  (Dr.  Pollen) 
miffht  add  that  the  Council  had  approved  of  the 
poficy  of  giving  every  facility  for  the  storage  of 
grain  in  transit  on  the  railways.  He  ha^  no 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  whatever,  but  he 
thought  (hat,  before  such  a  strong  resolution  in 
reference  to  the  cancellation  of  the  lease  was 
agreed  to,  it  would  be  well  that  more  information 
on  the  subject  should  be  placed  before  the  Coun- 
cil, especially  as  the  objections  bad  been  so  clearly 
gut.  He  might  remark  that  a  Committee  of  tbc 
ouncil  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
question  of  the  grain  traffic,  and  that  in  their  re- 
port they  had  favoured  the  idea  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  assisting  private  individuals  in  the  matter 
of  storage  accommodation.  But  the  Gh>vemnient 
last  season  endeavoured  to  do  that,  and  this 
motion  was  one  of  the  results.  Whether  it  was 
riffhtly  done  or  not,  or  whether  his  honorable 
friend's  remarks  were  justified,  he  did  not  know, 
but  he  thought  that  there  should  be  some  more 
information  before  the  Council  than  that  which 
they  had  at  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  was  some- 
what of  the  same  opinion  as  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  He  thought  there 
had  been  extraordinary  remissness  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  but  he  did  not  know  that  there 
was  sufficient  information  before  the  Council  to 
justify  them  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  to  which 
the  Uon.  Mr.  Holmes  had  invited  them  to  come. 
It  would  be  un-English  to  attempt  to  condemn 
any  person  without  proper  investigation,  or  with- 
out, at  any  rate,  hearing  the  other  side.  He  in- 
tended to  ask  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Holmes 
to  agree  to  the  following  amendment,  which  he 
now  moved:  That  a  ^lect  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the 
circumstances  unoer  which  a  lease  was  granted 
to  Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr  of  a  portion  of  the 
recreation  reserve  at  Oamaru ;  such  Committee 
to  have  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
to  report  on  Mondaynext. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  had  no 
Tory  great  objection  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment; but  he  might  remark  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  the  papers  on  the  matter  which  could 
be  supplied  by  the  Government,  amongst  which 
were  replies  to  a  series  of  queries  on  the  subject. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  the  amendment,  but 
he  had  no  objection  to  it,  because  it  would  bring 
out  the  manner  in  which  the  letting  was  granted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

TIMARU  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  was  practically  a 
supplement  to  an  Act  of  last  session  establishing 
the  Timaru  Harbour  Board.  As  honorable 
members  would  remember,  the  Bill  of  last  year, 
M  originally  introduced,  contained  provision,  not 
Mon,  Sir  F,  Dillon  S$U 


only  for  establishing  the  Timam  Harbour  Board, 
and  authorizing  the  construction  of  the  harbour, 
but  for  assisting  that  work  with  an  endowment  of 
50,000  acres  of  land,  and  enabling  the  Board  to 
borrow  £100,000  to  enable  them  to  proceed  with 
the  work  pending  the  sale  of  the  land.  These 
portions  of  the  Bill  were,  Itowever,  struck  out 
owing  to  a  variety  of  circumstances  not  altogether 
connected  with  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  case. 
He  hoped  that  the  present  Bill,  which  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly modified  proposal,  would  meet  with  a 
more  favourable  reception.  Upon  the  general 
subject  of  the  necessity  for  this  harbour  he 
trusted  that  he  need  not  trouble  the  Council 
with  many  remarks,  because  he  trespassed  at 
some  length  upon  honorable  members  time  on 
a  previous  occasion,  and  he  believed  that  he 
was  fortunate  enough  to  satisfy  them  that  the 
district  which  depended  for  shipping  facilities 
upon  Timaru  Harbour  was  a  very  important 
and  rising  one,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  do  anything  which  could 
fairly  be  done  to  assist  the  district  by  providing 
belter  facilities  for  shipping  its  produce  than  it 
now  had.  Still,  he  womd  enumerate  a  few  facts 
which  would  show  the  Council  that  this  case  was 
an  important  one.  It  was  not  a  case  in  which 
a  harbour  existed  already  and  that  liarbour  was 
defective  and  only  required  to  be  improved,  but 
it  was  a  case  in  which  a  very  large  and  im- 
portant tract  of  count  IT  had  really  no  harbour  at 
all.  All  the  produce  from  the  district  had  to  be 
shipped  in  surf  boats,  and  of  course  that  was  a 
very  risky  and  expensive  process,  and  was  one 
which  very  often  involved  considerable  delay. 
Ho  would  not  be  going  too  far  in  saying  th^ 
looking  at  the  importance  of  the  two  cases, 
and  considering  the  amount  of  country  to  be 
served  by  the  two  harbours,  the  Harbour  of 
Timaru  was  as  important  in  this  respect  as  the 
harbour  at  Taranaki.  It  was  the  outlet  for  an 
extensive  area  of  country  which  would  become 
a  large  exporting  district  long  before,  in  the 
ordinary  nature  of  things,  that  would  be  the 
case  with  Taranaki.  The  southern  part  of  Can- 
terbury, of  which  Timaru  was  the  outlet,  con- 
tained no  less  than  4,000,000  acres,  of  which, 
according  to  ofllcial  reports,  2,750,000  acres  were 
agricultural  land.  If  honorable  members  would 
bear  these  facts  in  mind  they  would  admit  that 
the  case  was  one  of  very  great  importance.  He 
had  not  received  statistics,  but  down  to  very 
early  last  year  600,000  acres  had  been  sold,  and 
the  sales  since  that  time  had  been  very  large  in- 
deed. The  quantity  of  grain  grown  in  1875-76 
amounted  to  1,800,000  bushels.  In  the  last  year 
it  increased  very  largely,  and  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  Canterbury  Grain  Traffic  Committee 
showed  that  the  increase  in  the  growth  of  grain 
this  year  had  been  greater  in  that  district 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  country.  There 
seemed  to  be  very  little  doubt  that  the  addi- 
tional amount  of  land  in  grain  in  that  part  of 
the  country  during  the  present  year  would  be 
not  less  than  50  per  cent.  The  total  yield  of  wool 
in  that  district  was  about  20,000  iMdes,  and  of 
that,  in  1875-76,  14,500  bales  were  shipped  at 
Timaru.   The  imports  during  that  jear  amounted 
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to  £116,000.  Therefore  there  was  an  amount 
of  produce  already  exported  and  to  he  exported 
which  entitled  this  place  to  every  possible  assist- 
ance. The  present  difficulties  rery  largely  in- 
creased the  cost  of  all  imported  articles.  The 
shipping  frequenting  Timaru  in  1876  amounted 
to  216  steamers  and  164  sailing  yessels.  The 
people  of  that  district  had,  of  course,  been 
anxious  for  a  long  time  past  to  obtain  the  same 
advantage  as  their  neighbours  at  Oamaru  had 
obtained,  and,  by  the  erection  of  a  harbour,  to 
save  the  yery  heavy  charges  with  which,  their  im- 
ports and  exports  were  now  burdened.  A  careful 
cfdculation  had  shown  that  the  saving  in  this 
respect  on  the  present  trade  of  the  place  would 
amount  to  no  Jess  than  £26,000  a  year.  That 
was  shown  in  papers  which  were  printed  and  cir- 
culated during  last  year.  Since  last  year,  as  he 
had  already  pointed  out,  the  amount  of  land 
under  cultivation  had  very  largely  increased, 
and  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  would 
continue  to  increase.  The  Harbour  Board  had, 
under  the  Act  passed  last  session,  been  con- 
stituted and  brought  into  operation.  They  had 
received  a  sum  of  £100,000,  which  was  granted 
to  them  by  the  Provincial  Qovernment  of  Can- 
terbury ;  and  they  had  also  to  their  credit  the 
sum  of  £6,000,  which  tliey  had  put  by  from 
their  own  resources  towards  the  erection  of  this 
work.  They  had,  however,  found  that,  without 
some  further  assistance  than  Parliament  thought 
right  to  grant  last  session,  it  would  not  be  prudent 
for  them  to  engage  in  the  construction  of  the 
work  upon  the  plans  which  had  been  furnished 
to  them  by  Sir  John  Coode.  They  therefore 
obtained  by  competition  other  plans,  which  pro- 
vided for  the  work  on  a  more  moderate  scale. 
Two  of  those  plans  had  been  sent  in,  and,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  provision  in  the  Act  of  last  year, 
they  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Com- 
mission which  had  been  appointed  by  the  Colonial 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  upon 
them .  The  more  expensive  of  those  plans  was  one 
for  £160,000 ;  the  other  was  not  so  expensive. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that,  upon  consideration,  the 
Council  would  think  it  rieht,  as  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  had  thought,  that  some  assis- 
tance should  be  granted  to  this  particular  case. 
All  that  was  asked  for  by  the  present  Bill  was  a 
grant  of  25,000  acres  of  land,  which  woidd  be 
considered  worth  £50,000 ;  and  with  the  amount 
already  in  hand  —  £106,000  —  they  would  be 
enabled  to  proceed  with  the  work  with  a  reason- 
able certainty  of  seeing  it  completed.  He  trusted 
that  the  Council  would  admit  that  the  Harbour 
Board  had  gone  to  work  in  a  business-Uke  and 
prudent  manner,  and  that  the  necessities  of  the 
case  were  such  that  they  ought  not  to  grudge 
them  this  very  moderate  assistance.  This  was  all 
that  the  colony  was  asked  to  give.  The  amount 
already  received  had  been  out  of  the  provincial 
revenue,  and  might  have  been  spent  in  any  othSr 
work  the  authorities  thought  proper.  All  that  was 
asked  for  from  the  colony  for  tms  important  dis- 
trict, which  suffered  such  great  drawbacks  as  he 
had  pointed  out  through  having  no  harbour,  was 
a  grant  of  25,000  acres  of  land  selected  in  the 
Provincial  District  of  Canterbury,  and  authority 


to  raise  upon  that  the  sum  of  £40,000.  He 
trusted  that  honorable  members  would  admit 
that  it  was  a  very  moderate  and  reasonable  pro* 
posal.  His  honorable  friend  sitting  near  him 
said  that  there  was  a  railway.  That  was  quite 
true,  but  the  transport  of  grain  and  other  agrioul- 
Cural  produce  for  a  long  distance  by  railway  was 
an  exceedingly  expensive  process.  If  they  wished 
to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the  land — and  un- 
less they  did  that  to  the  utmost  he  believed  the 
colony  would  find  itself  in  a  difficulty — he  did  not 
think  they  ought  to  refuse  assistance  in  a  case  of 
this  kind,  where  there  was  so  large  an  amount  of 
produce  to  be  exported.  It  was  not  a  matter  of 
of  speculation  as  to  whether  it  woidd  be  a  laree 
producing  district,  or  whether  produce  would  be 
sent  away.  There  were  the  fkcts  in  evidence ; 
and  where  a  case  of  this  kind  was  shown,  and 
assistance  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  agricultural  produce  to  be  exported  at  a 
profit,  ne  thought  the  Council  should  take  a 
reasonable  and  favourable  view  of  the  matter. 
The  Bill  itself  might  require  some  modification 
in  Committee,  and,  if  it  were  read  a  second  time, 
there  were  one  or  two  defects  which  he  thought 
might  easily  be  remedied.  When  that  was  done, 
he  thought  the  Bill,  read  in  connection  with  the 
Act  passed  last  session,  would  be  found  to  be  a 
very  good  one,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  effectiye 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  introduced. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  that  during 
the  recess  circumstances  had  come  under  his 
notice  which  made  him  perfectly  satisfied  of  the 
practicabiUty  of  making  a  harbour  at  Timaru, 
and  he  thought  the  land  could  not  be  applied 
in  a  better  way  than  in  opening  up  the  country 
by  means  of  railways  and  making  harbours,  par- 
ticularly in  the  case  of  a  large  and  rich  grain- 
growing  district  Uke  Timaru.  He  had  visited 
Timaru,  and  could  not  forget  what  he  saw  there. 
He  had  seen  a  whole  family  belonging  to  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  in  the  district  very  nearly 
drowned  when  going  off  in  a  boat  by  a  sudden 
"  north-wester  "  springing  up. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time ;  "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes 

Noes 

Majority  for 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 


12 
8 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Q-.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Wigley. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Paterson, 

The  Bill  was  consequently  read  a  second  time. 


Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Robinson,  > 

Mr.  Russell. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  HAXL,  in  moving  the  eecond 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  bore  upon  the  same 
subject  as  one  which  was  passed  two  dajs  ago 
in  the  Council.  It  woula  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  honorable  members  that  when  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Act  was  passed  last  session  it  was 
Srovided  that  Christcnurch  and  the  surrounding 
istrictSi  which  for  municipal  and  Road  Boara 
purposes  were  under  the  manaffement  of  the  Citj 
Council  and  of  several  Road  Boards,  should  for 
sanitorj  purposes  be  placed  under  one  Board — a 
Board  which,  for  drainage  purposes,  already  had 
jurisdiction  orer  the  district.  It  was  then  thought 
that  the  health  of  the  whole  district  would  be 
better  looked  after  and  sanitary  arrangements 
better  controlled  by  one  Board  than  by  several. 
Since  then  a  difference  of  opinion  had  arisen.  A 
feeling  now  existed  among  members  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Council  that  they  should  exercise  within  tlie 
city  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Health.  He 
wished  to  explain  that  he  took  charge  of  this 
Bill  not  as  himself  thinking  it  the  best  solution 
of  the  difficulty  at  the  present  time,  but  at  the 
request  of  the  promoter  he  had  undertaken  to 
put  it  before  the  Council,  and  to  endearoup  to 
state  fairly  the  arguments  by  which  it  was  sup- 
ported. This  Bill,  althou^rh  not  incompatible 
with,  was,  no  doubt,  rather  inconsistent  with,  the 
one  recently  passed  by  the  Council.  The  Bill 
already  passed  provided  for  placing  the  Local 
Board  of  Health  in  funds  by  authorizing  them 
to  take  the  funds  necessary  for  sanitary  pur- 
poses out  of  their  ordinary  revenue,  and  thus  got 
over  the  objection  wliich  had  been  expressed  when, 
as  originally  introduced,  it  authorized  additional 
rating  powers.  That  was  done  not  under  the 
pretence  that  it  was  the  best  permanent  arrange- 
ment, but  that  it  made  a  provision  for  the  present, 
and  woidd  enable  the  question  of  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  Act  of  last  session  to  be  more  deli- 
berately decided.  It  would,  in  fact,  enable  parties 
locally  inlerestcd  to  discuss  the  matter  fully 
during  the  recess,  and  come  to  Parliament  on  a 
future  occasion  with  a  proposal  to  which  possibly 
all  parties  could  agree.  The  present  Bill  proposed 
to  transfer  the  powers  of  the  Local  Board  of 
Health  in  the  City  of  Christ<;hurch  to  the  Muni- 
cipal Council,  and  in  support  of  that  proposal 
resolutions  had  been  forwareled  which  were  agreed 
to  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Christchurch.  He 
would  read  the  most  important,  which  were  as 
follow  : — 

"1.  In  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is  expe- 
pedient  that  the  Bill  now  before  the  Assembly, 
intituled  'The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,' 
should  not  be  proceeded  with  until  such  time  as 
the  ratepayers  of  the  district  concerned  have  had 
time  afforded  to  them  to  consider  the  same." 

"2.  That  this  meeting  protests  against  any 
additional  rating  power  for  local  purposes  being 
given  to  any  body  outside  the  City  Council  for 
the  City  of  Christchurch." 

"3.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is 

desirable  that  the  powers  to  be  exercised  under 

the  Public  Health  Act  should  be  vested  in  the 

Christchurch  City  Ctiuncil  within  the  city,  leav- 

Hon.  Captain  Fra$er 


ing  the  remainder  of  the  drainage  district  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Drainage  Board." 

*'  4.  That  it  is  desirable  that  copies  of  all  Billa 
introduced  into  Parliament  affecting  Municipali- 
ties should  be  furnished  by  the  GK>vemmeot  to 
such  bodies  as  soon  as  printed." 

"  5.  That  his  Worship  the  Mayor  be  reqoeatod 
to  forward  the  above  resolutions  to  the  Ocdonial 
Secretary  and  City  members,  with  a  request  that 
effect  may  be  given  to  the  same  during  the  -pte- 
sent  session." 

That  was  the  opinion  expressed  at  that  meet- 
ing. On  the  other  hand,  applications  had  been 
made  by  the  Road  Boards  that  the  suburban  dis- 
tricts should  be  dealt  with,  not  by  the  Drainage 
Board,  but  by  the  various  Road  Boards  them- 
selves. The  principal  arguments  which  he  under- 
stood were  urged  in  support  of  this  measun 
were  these:  that  the  City  Council  of  Christ- 
church  already  had  officers  who  had  to  per- 
form duties  which,  if  not  analogous  to  those  <^ 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health,  would  at  any 
rate  enable  them  to  undertake  the  additional 
duties  under  the  Public  Health  Act  with  very 
little  extra  trouble ;  also,  that  the  yesting  of  the 
duties  under  the  Public  Health  Act  in  a  separate 
Board  was  an  interference  with  the  ordinary 
municipal  goyemment  of  the  city.  He  thought 
he  had  fairly  stated  to  the  Council  the  arguments 
in  favour  of  this  Bill.  As  he  had  said  before, 
it  was  not  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  BiH 
already  passed,  although  he  vras  bound  to  admit 
that  it  proposed  a  different  mode  of  settling  the 
question. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  thought  the 
Council  was  indebted  to  his  honorable  friend  fat 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  explained  the  Bill, 
but  he  hoped  that  they  would  not  listen  to  this 
proposal.  If  they  passed  this  BiU  the  Council 
would  be  flooded  with  other  applications  of  a 
similar  kind,  and  the  result  would  be  yerj  per- 
nicious. It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  state 
his  objections  fully,  because  he  thought  that  the 
admissions  his  honorable  friend  had  made  were 
sufficient  to  show  that  it  would  be  inexpedient 
to  make  the  change  which  this  Bill  proposed; 
and  he  would  simply  moye.  That  it  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  must  support 
that  amendment  on  this  ground  :  At  the  request 
of  a  good  many  persons  interested  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  representbig  all  the  interests 
concerned,  a  Bill  upon  this  subject  was  intro- 
duced and  supported  by  the  Cbvemment ;  but, 
before  it  had  been  long  in  Parliament,  this  BiU 
was  appealed  against  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
Qovernment  found  that,  while  some  enaotment 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  for  the  proper 
sanitary  condition  not  only  of  Christchurch  it«elf, 
but  of  the  suburbs,  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
harmonize  the  ye^  conflicting  views  that  existed 
on  the  subject.  The  municipal  body  had  agreed 
last  year  to  be  included  in  one  Board  of  B^th 
with  the  suburbs,  and  to  give  the  duty  to  the 
Drainage  Board.  This  year  the  Corporation  had 
gone  back  from  their  wishes,  and  expressed  great 
unwillingness  to  carry  on  that  arrangement.  The 
suburbs,  if  they  were  not  left  under  the  Drainage 
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Board,  wonld  each  like  to  start  on  their  own  ' 
aooount.  Then  the  Drainage  Board  said  that  if 
anj  portion  of  their  charge  were  taken  from  them 
thej  would  hare  nothing  to  do  with  the  dutj. 
The  Gh>TernmeDt  made  every  possible  inquiry, 
and  eyei^  suggestion  possible  to  meet  the  circnm- 
stances,  m  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the 
law;  but,  finding  that  no  satisfactory  solution 
could  be  attained,  at  last  they  accepted  the 
amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley,  which 
struck  out  of  the  Bill  all  but  one  provision  en- 
abling the  Drainage  Board  to  defray  their  ex- 
penses for  the  current  year  out  of  the  drainage 
rates.  The  Government  believed  that  if  that  Bill 
became  law  the  suburbs  and  the  city  would  have 
the  remaining  six  months  to  consider  what  they 
really  desired,  and  next  year  a  Bill  might  be  in- 
troduced which  would  be  a  complete  sciheme,  ac- 
cepted on  all  sides.  He  objeotea  to  the  present 
Bill  because  it  took  away  the  central  portion  of  the 
district  and  left  the  rest  to  shifl  for  themoelres. 
The  Drainage  Board  had  already  declared  that 
unless  the  city  were  comprised  within  their  charge 
ihey  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  There 
was  no  time  now  to  legiolHte  for  all  the  suburbs, 
and  it  was  questionable  whether  they  would  not 
be  doing  a  very  unwise  thing  if  they  disturbed 
existing  arrangements.  He  wonld  oppose  this 
Bill,  and  support  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell.  No  doubt  there  was  something 
to  be  said  for  the  city,  as  probably  they  did  not 
like  to  form  the  sole  exception  to  the  municipali- 
ties throughout  the  colony,  all  of  which  were  the 
Local  Boards  of  Health.  He  presumed  that  had 
"weighed  with  them,  and  had  influenced  them  in 
bringing  up  thi^  Bill.  He  hoped  that  during  the 
recess  the  whole  question  would  be  thought  out 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  that  they  would  oe  able 
next  session  to  bring  in  some  measure  which 
would  be  quite  satisfactory. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  that,  through 
the  Mayor  of  Ghristchurch,  he  had  been  solicited 
by  the  Council  and  citizens  apparently  to  oppose 
this  Bill.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  telegram  which 
he  had  reoei?ed,  stating  that  the  Council  and 
eitiiens  desired  him  to  be  good  enoush  to  aid 
in  passing  the  former  PubHo  Health  BiU.  Since 
that  Bill  was  in  opposition  to  the  present  Bill,  he 
thought  he  must  raise  his  voice  against  this  Bill. 
Having  receiTcd  such  a  telegram  from  his  Lord- 
ship tlie  Mayor  of  that  great  City  of  Christ- 
church,  he  must  in  duty  comply  with  the  request. 
He  was  not  conversant  with  the  whole  matter, 
but  he  presumed  he  would  be  acting  rightly  by 
following  the  advice  contained  in  the  telegram. 
fie  trusted  the  Council  wou'l  take  the  same 
view  as  he  did.  He  could  not  see  the  object  of 
bis  honorable  friend  in  bringing  in  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  intended  to  sup- 
port the  amendment,  particularly  as  the  Council 
nad  already  passed  a  Public  Health  Bill  which 
was  looked  upon  as  a  settlement  of  the  question. 
This  Bill  was  evidently  the  result  of  some  little 
jealousy  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Drain- 
age Board.  Last  session  an  Act  was  passed 
giving  the  Drainage  Board,  as  the  most  proper 
body,  full  control  not  only  over  Christchuroh, 
but  alio  over  the  suburbs,  as  the  Local  Board 
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of  Health.  One  mistake  was  made  in  that  Act 
— they  gave  the  Board  full  powers,  but  they  did 
not  give  it  funds  to  carry  out  its  work.  How- 
ever, the  Bill  passed  this  year  would  get  over  the 
difficulty,  as  it  would  enable  the  Drainage  Board 
to  pay  expenses  out  of  rates  raised  both  in  the 
city  and  in  the  suburbs.  He  hoped  the  amend* 
ment  would*  be  carried,  and,  if  during  next  year 
the  Drainage  Board  failed  to  carry  out  its  duties 
properly,  it  would  be  quite  time  enough  to  con* 
aider  the  propriety  of  making  an  alteration. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  thought  it  would  soon 
become  necessary  to  revise  their  Standing  Or- 
ders so  as  to  protect  honorable  members  against 
Mayors.  He  understood,  from  the  way  in  which 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  had  just  spoken,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  conddered  that  he  had  been 
intimidated  bv  the  municipal  authorities  of  Christ* 
church,  and  that  he  was  bound  to  vote  in  accord- 
ance with  the  orders  he  hud  received.  He  (Dr. 
Pollen)  did  nob  himself  suffer  in  that  way,  but 
in  his  experience  he  had  found  that  other  honor* 
able  gentlemen  had  been  very  much  afflicted  by 
Mayors.  Under  the  circumstances  he  thought 
some  protection  mi»(ht  become  necessary.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  there  was  no  evidence  before 
the  Council  that  the  arrangement  originally 
made  when  t  he  Public  Health  Act  was  pasoed  in 
1874,  by  which  the  Drainage  Board  of  Christ- 
church  was  made  (he  Board  of  Health  for  (he 
district,  required  to  be  generally  altered.  No 
complaint  hail  been  made  against  the  arrangement 
sufficient  to  induce  the  Council  to  change  the  view 
then  pressed  upon  them,  except  the  single  one 
as  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  funds  to  meet  the 
expenses  necessary  to  carry  out  that  Act.  That 
difficulty  had  been  overcome  by  the  legislation  of 
this  session,  not  exactly  in  the  way  in  which  it 
should  be,  as  he  thought,  but  sufficiently  for  the 
present  purpose.  The  Act  he  referred  to  autho- 
rized Drainage  Boards  to  appropriate  part  of  the 
moneys  raised  for  another  purpose  to  this  specific 
object.  In  that  respect  the  Act  was  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  ana  obviated  the  necessity  for 
the  present  Bill.  He  thought  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  leave  the  question  as  it  now  stood,  and 
allow  the  persons  interested  in  its  discussion  time 
to  consider  the  whole  question.  He  would  there- 
fore vote  for  the  amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

MILFORD  HARBOUR  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLE  Y,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  was 
not  able  to  give  all  the  information  he  could  wish 
about  this  measure,  beinuse  the  honorable  mem* 
ber  who  had  introduced  it  into  another  House 
was  iU.  The  place  to  which  the  Bill  referred  was 
the  centre  of  a  very  large  agricultural  population. 
He  did  not  think  he  need  go  into  figures  very 
much,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had  alreadv  done 
that  for  him.  If  honorable  members  would  only 
substitute  Milford  Harbour  for  Timaru  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall's  remarks  would  be  applicable.  The 
harbour  was  in  a  rery  central  position,  as  honor- 
able members  would  see  when  he  stated  that  it 
was  about  sixty  miles  from  Oamaru  and  ninety 
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miles  from  Lyttelton.  This  was  not  a  hasty  ' 
measure.  It  had  been  carefullj  considered  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  and  they  had  put 
their  hands  into  their  own  pockets  in  order  to 
liaye  it  properly  surreyed  so  as  to  ascertain  the 
depth  of  water.  They  had  abready  paid  £1,000 
to  Mr.  Johnston,  who,  no  doubt,  was  well  known 
to  members  of  the  Council  as  a  yery  experienced 
engineer.  Mr.  Johnston  had  taken  the  depth  of 
the  harbour,  and  had  supplied  a  very  elaborate 
and  extensive  plan,  which  could  be  seen  in  the 
Library.  He  had  also  furnished  a  very  volumi- 
nous report,  a  portion  of  which  was  as  follows : — 

"The  total  approximate  cost  of  the  consoli- 
dated or  complete  works  is  therefore  £91,927, 
exdusiye  of  that  of  constructing  a  branch  rail- 
way from  the  main  line  at  Temuka,  which  may 
be  taken  at  £6,000.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that 
the  railway  would  greatly  facilitate  the  con- 
struction of  the  harbour  works,  which  by  its  aid 
ought  not  to  take  more  than  from  nineteen 
months  to  two  years  to  enable  vessels  drawing 
from  twelve  to  sixteen  feet  of  water  to  enter  the 
lagoon,  and  three  jears  to  complete  the  whole  of 
the  proposed  works  provisionally,  which  I  have 
great  hopes  would  enable  vessels  drawing  eighteen 
to  twenty  feet  to  enter  the  lagoon." 

Now,  if  Mr.  Johnston's  report  was  correct, 
vessels  of  very  large  draught  would  be  able  to 
enter  the  harbour.  The  first  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  form  a  Harbour  Board  to  carry  out  the 
works,  and  the  next  proposal  was  to  grant  land 
to  the  Board.  There  were,  in  fact,  two  grants 
proposed.  The  first  grant  was  the  shingle-bank 
between  the  beoon  and  the  sea.  The  other 
erant  was  an  endowment  of  60,000  acres  of  land. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  was  necessary  to  say 
anything  more  in  reference  to  the  Bill.  Its  pro- 
moter in  the  other  House  was  thoroughly  well 
acquainted  with  its  merits,  and  would  be  able  to 
give  all  information  regarding  it  before  the  Waste 
liands  Committee.  He  did  not  wish  to  anticipate 
any  objections  to  the  Bill,  but  one  which  might 
be  maae  was  that  two  harbours  so  near  as  this 
and  Timaru  would  be  too  dose  together.  The 
distance  was  about  twelve  miles.  However,  he 
would  ask  the  Council  to  permit  the  Bill  to  go 
before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  so  that  the 
merits  of  the  harbour  and  those  of  the  proposed 
harbour  at  Timaru  might  be  thoroughly  well  in- 
quired into.  His  opinion  was  that  Milford  was 
the  more  eligible  site  for  harbour  works.  He 
would  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  that, 
with  regard  to  this  Bill,  as  well  as  the  Timaru 
Bill,  he  did  not  wish  to  express  an  opinion,  but 
he  thought  that,''as  the  first  had  been  accepted 
temporarily  with  the  view  of  its  being  examined 
by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  it  was  only  fair- 
play  to  allow  this  Bill  to  haye  the  same  chance, 
and  let  each  be  considered  on  its  merits.  The 
only  great  advantage  from  a  public  point  of  view, 
perhaps,  that  one  could  discern  was,  that  one  Bill 
asked  for  only  half  as  much  as  the  other — one 
Bdl  asked  for  60,000  acres,  and  the  other  for 
25,000  acres  of  land  as  an  endowment.  There 
was  something  in  that  which  would  probably 
'  commend  itseu  to  the  minds  of  honorable  gentle- 
Son.  Mr.  WigUjf 


men.  It  by  no  means  followed  that  a  Bill  of 
this  character  was  accepted  because  they  agreed 
to  its  second  reading.  They  were  in  the  habit  oi 
examining  such  BUls  closely  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  and,  as  the  Timaru  Harbour 
Bill  had  passed,  he  would  support  the  reading  of 
this  Bill  a  second  time,  in  order  that  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  might  decide  between  the  two. 
The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  did  not  think 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  should  be  called 
upon  to  decide  this  question.  The  Coundl  itsdf 
should  say  where  those  things  were  to  atop. 
They  had  already  proposed  to  give  1,700,000 
acres  for  harbour  works  and  other  things.  Now, 
in  the  Financial  Statement  they  were  told  that 
the  Land  Fund  was  to  be  taken  in  order  to 
help  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  colony  and 
to  pay  their  debts,  but  if  they  went  on  Totinf 
away  the  Land  Fund  for  those  works  there  woold 
be  nothing  left  to  take.  The  Colonial  Secretaiy, 
who  led  the  Council,  gave  no  decided  advice  upon 
this  subject  at  all. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  said  that  the 
honorable  member  who  introduced  the  Bill  had 
done  right  to  explain  where  Milford  Harbour  was. 
In  a  room  in  these  buildings  a  map  had  been 
hanging  up  for  some  time  past,  and  on  it  he  bad 
seen  a  place  called  Milford  Lagoon,  and  he  per- 
ceived the  two  places  were  identical.  It  seemed 
that  the  strong  easterly  gales  had  blown  up  a 
huge  shingle  bank,  and  had  formed  a  place  wbers 
gentlemen  might  go  duck-shooting ;  and  this  was 
the  place  where  they  were  asked  to  make  a  har- 
bour. It  seemed  to  him  that  the  action  the  Coun- 
cil was  asked  to  take  was  perfectly  ridiculous.  A 
very  short  time  ago,  they  were  informed,  in  a 
Financial  Statement  made  in  another  place,  that 
the  liabilities  of  the  colony  were  something  like 
£22,000,000,  and  that  it  was  proposed  to  borrow 
£4,000,000.  This  would  make  a  total  indebted- 
ness of  £24,000,000,  for  of  the  £4,000,000  to 
be  borrowed  he  believed  £2,000,000  were  to  be 
used  in  paying  off  existing  debts  in  the  shape  of 
Treasury  bills.  Further  than  that,  Uiey  were 
told  that  at  the  present  time  the  expenditure  ex- 
ceeded the  revenue,  and  that  a  sum  of  £711|000 
was  required  to  make  both  ends  meet. 

Hon.  Mbxbbbs. — ^No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON.— That  was  ahown 
in  the  Financial  Statement. 

Hon.  MsiCBBBS. — For  this  year  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  was  speaking  of 
the  present  year.  It  was  said  that  £711,000  was 
re(|uired  to  make  both  ends  meet;  and  he  was 
quite  content  to  accept  that  statement,  because 
he  had  great  confidence  in  the  gentleman  who 
made  it,  and  he  had  heard  nothing  which  would 
incline  him  to  throw  doubt  upon  it.  Then,  when 
the  Treasurer  proceeded  to  show  how  that  lis- 
bihty  was  to  be  met,  he  said  that  he  proposed 
to  meet  it  by  consoUdating  the  land  revenue. 
However,  it  appeared  that  the  land  revenue  wu 
only  to  be  taken  as  from  the  1st  of  January  next, 
and  it  was  therefore  questionable  whether,  even 
with  the  land  revenue,  there  would  not  be  a 
deficiency.  That  being  so,  it  seemed  to  him  to 
be  perfectly  preposterous  that  the  Council  should 
be  asked  to  take  out  of  that  land  revenue  Uie 
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price  of  a  large  number  of  acres  for  tbe  purpose 
of  spending  me  mon^  on  these  out-of-the-waj 
harbours.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  the  other  daj 
told  tbe  Council  that  it  was  proposed  to  take 
],700»000  acres  of  land  for  yarious  purposes  of 
this  kind. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  valued  the 
land  to  be  taken  at  £1,700,000.  He  did  not  state 
that  1,700,000  acres  of  land  would  be  taken. 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  was  under  a  mis- 
apprehension in  that  respect,  but  he  certainly 
understood  the  honorable  gentleman  to  say  what 
he  had  attributed  to  him.  If  this  Bill  were 
agreed  to,  the  action  of  the  Council  would  be 
worse  than  the  conduct  of  the  dog  in  the  manger. 
The  dog  did  not  consume  the  hay  which  remained 
there,  although  he  would  not  let  the  ox  have  it ; 
but  the  Council  was  asked  to  give  a  portion  of  the 
land  revenue  out  of  the  exchequer  of  the  colony, 
and  literally  to  throw  it  into  the  sea.  He  was 
perfectly  clear  on  this  point :  that  they  had  no 
evidence  whatever  that  any  great  benefit  could 
arise  from  the  proceeds  of  the  endowment  which 
it  was  proposed  to  make.  If  the  policy  of  the 
Government  was  to  be  accepted— and  it  was,  he 
believed,  generally  accepted,  not  only  by  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  but  by  the  country — 
why  should  the  Council  sanction  these  large  quan- 
tities of  land  being  taken  as  endowments  for 
making  these  harbours?  Such  proposals  really 
came  to  this :  that  the  Council  was  asked  to  allow 
these  harbours  to  be  made  out  of  the  consolidated 
revenue,  a  thing  which  had  never  yet  been  done, 
and  which  was  all  the  more  indefensible  because 
they  were  told  that  the  consolidated  revenue  would 
not  bear  the  charges  which  were  already  placed 
upon  it.  If  such  action  were  taken,  the  Council 
and  the  Legislature  generally  would  be  stultifying 
themselves.  The  Council  had  in  past  years  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  the  country,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  still  do  so;  but,  if  they  were 
to  go  on  in  this  way,  the  people  outside  would 
■ay  that  the  Council  had  lost  its  head.  Some 
time  ago  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  proposed  that 
there  should  be  a  Call  of  the  Council,  but  it 
was  a  remarkable  thing  that,  as  soon  as  matters  of 
this  great  importance  came  forward,  upon  which 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  views  and 
assistance  of  every  honorable  gentleman  in  this 
Chamber,  they  found  that  a  number  of  honorable 
gentlemen  shirked  the  question,  and  went  out  of 
the  Council  when  the  vote  came  on.  He  as- 
sumed that  no  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
made  up  his  mind  on  a  question  would  leave  the 
Council  when  the  votes  were  being  taken  to  de- 
cide the  matter.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very 
remarkable  and  very  painful  thing  that  honorable 
gentlemen  should  not  have  made  up  their  minds 
upon  this  question,  because  if  they  had  made  up 
their  minds  they  would  not  have  walked  out  of 
the  Chamber  into  the  lobbies  when  the  last  vote 
came  on.  The  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
charge  of  the  Bill  brought  it  forward  in  very  elo- 
quent terms,  and  he  must  admit  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  did  full  justice  to  his  case;  but 
the  last  part  of  the  speech  was  the  best  of  it. 
He  said  ne  was  quite  sure  it  was  unnecessary  to 
•ay  anything  further  on  the  Bill  to  convince 


honorable  gentlemen  of  its  importance.  There 
was  not  the  least  doubt  of  it.  It  did  not  require 
tbe  honorable  gentleman  to  tell  the  Council  any- 
thing more  in  order  to  enable  them  to  estimate 
the  importance  of  making  a  harbour  of  a  shingle- 
bed — a  lagoon  formed  bv  tbe  surf  throwing  the 
shingle  up  into  a  banx,  which  might  change 
altogether  the  next  time  there  was  any  heavy 
weather.  What  surprised  him  was  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wigley  told  the  Council  that,  if  honor- 
able members  allowed  the  Bill  to  go  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  it  would  be  round  that  this 
harbour  was  of  much  greater  importance  than 
that  at  Timaru.  Well,  suppose  it  was  of  more 
importance  than  Timaru  Harbour,  was  that  to  be 
taken  as  a  eood  and  sufficient  reason  why  the 
Council  shomd  agree  to  the  request  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time  ?  Why,  the  whole  effect  of  it 
was,  that  the  Council  was  asked  to  appropriate 
£100,000  for  the  purpose  of  taking  away  from 
tbe  railways  in  that  part  of  the  country  traffic 
which  they  at  present  possessed.  They  were 
asked  to  appropriate  the  consolidated  revenue  of 
the  colony  for  such  a  purpose  as  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGHZEY  rose  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  talking 
about  the  Land  Fund  being  a  portion  of  the 
consolidated  revenue.  At  present  that  was  not 
the  case.  

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Robinson  was  perfectly  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  said  such  was  the 
case  :  it  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  consolidated 
rerenue.  ^^ey  were  asked  to  appropriate  the 
land  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  building  what 
was  called  a  dock,  and  a  connecting  link  between 
that  and  another  port  at  Timaru.  Before  the 
main  trunk  lines  ol  railway  and  the  various 
branches  in  course  of  construction  were  com- 
pleted, they  were  asked  to  venture  a  larse  sum  in 
a  very  doubtful  speculation,  and  which,  if  suo- 
cedsful,  would  take  away  the  traffic  from  lines  of 
railway  barely  paying  expenses,  because  they 
were  barely  paying  expenses  if  the  loss  by  wear 
and  tear,  which  had  not  hitherto  been  provided 
for,  were  taken  into  account.  This  was  not  the 
first  proposal  of  a  similar  character.  There  were 
instances  in  which  money  had  been  actually 
thrown  away  in  this  way.  He  alluded  particu* 
larly  to  Napier,  in  Hawke's  Bay,  where— and  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  contradict  him  if  he  was 
wrong— they  had  already  spent  £40,000  of  pro- 
vinci^  funds  and  £70,000  out  of  General  Go- 
vernment funds,  with  this  result :  that  they  had 
rendered  perfectly  useless  what  originally  had 
been  a  tolerably  good  harbour  for  small  vessels. 
This  work  would  be  a  more  doubtful  speculation 
than  that  had  originally  been,  and  he  would  ask 
the  Council,  were  they  prepared  to  risk  such  an 
amount  of  money  for  such  a  purpose?  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Wigley  said  this  harbour  was  an  excellent 
site — he  spoke  of  it  as  a  building  site  :  perhaps  it 
was,  but  there  were  plenty  of  other  quite  as  good 
sites  all  alone  the  coast,  and  were  they  to  spend 
money  on  all  of  them  ?  He  (Mr.  Robinson) 
thought  that,  when  they  took  into  consideration 
the  present  financial  position  of  the  colony,  instead 
of  going  into  works  of  this  magnitude,  and  of  lacb 
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doubtfal  utility,  they  should  consider  whether 
they  were  likely  to  be  remuneratire  inrestments, 
and  endeavour  to  husbnud  their  resources  instead 
of  wasting  them.  They  should  husband  their 
resources  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
works  in  course  of  construction  and  making  them 
pay,  and  not  lavish  their  means  on  proposals  such 
as  this,  and  such  as  those  they  mi(;ht  expect 
shortly  to  come  before  them.  They  did  not  yet 
know  what  the  result  of  the  four  million  loan 
would  be  when  it  vras  placed  upon  the  London 
market;  but  this  he  would  say:  that  success 
would  be  imperilled  if  the  London  creditor  came 
to  know  —  and  he  soon  learned  all  about  these 
things— that  they  were  entering  into  such  works 
as  these.  Whtt  would  be  the  consequence  if  the 
London  creditor  were  told  that  we  could  not  make 
both  ends  meet,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to 
make  the  Land  Fund  colonial  revenue  in  order 
to  enable  us  to  do  it,  and  that,  immediately  such 
a  policy  was  resolved  upon,  we  commenced  to 
reserve  endowments  for  such  works  as  these, 
whereby  the  Land  Fund  would  be  rendered 
mytliicalP  If  it  were  known  that  we  were  so 
acting,  the  London  creditor  would  have  very 
little  confidence  in  us,  and  the  loan  would  have 
to  be  paid  for  very  dearly.  Again,  if  there  was  a 
deficiency,  where  was  it  to  come  from  ?  How  was 
it  to  be  made  up  P 

The  Hon.  Ctiptain  FRASER.— A  land  tax. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.—Yes,  a  tax  of 
every  kind.  They  would  have  X-o  tax  the.honor- 
able  gentleman's  watch.  He  asked  the  Council 
to  serioufily  con:*ider  how  it  was  acting;  and, 
with  a  view  to  the  rejection  of  this  Bill,  he  would 
move,  That  it  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
three  months.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that  it  was  a 
pity — in  fact,  there  were  two  pities— it  was  a  pity 
that  they  had  departed  from  the  ordinary  course, 
and  taken  the  deoate  upon  the  principle  on  the 
second  Bill  instead  of  upon  the  first ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  would  he  a  pity  that  these  Bills, 
which  had  come  into  life  together,  should  be  di- 
vided in  death ;  for  the  one  had  been  taken  and 
the  other  left.  The  Bill  might  as  well  be  read 
a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  He  might  remark,  in  reply  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Robinson,  that  this  scheme  had  one 
advantage  over  the  Napier  scheme:  If  Napier 
had  been  a  good  port  for  small  craft,  and  had 
been  spoilt,  such  could  not  be  the  result  in  this 
case,  seeing  that  the  harbour  was  not  fit  for  small 
craft  now. 

The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN  said  there  was  a  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  and  other  Bills  of  a  similar 
character  which  had  oome  before  the  Council 
lately.  It  was  not  simply  a  question  as  to  whether 
there  should  be  a  harbour  here  or  a  harbour 
there,  not  whether  there  should  be  a  branch 
railway  here  or  a  branch  railway  there,  but 
whether  they  were  going  to  enter  upon  a  new 
line  of  policy,  and,  instead  of  seeking  to  pay  for 
these  works,  as  they  had  hitherto  been  paid 
for,  in  money  or  out  of  loan,  to  pay  for  them 
by  giving  away  the  land  of  the  colony.  That 
was  the  question,  and  it  was  a  question  which 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  face.  They 
Hon.  Mr.  Sobim^m 


would  persist  in  considering  the  oaae  of  this 
harbour  and  that  harbour,  of  this  railway  and 
that  railway,  upon  their  merite;  and,  in  eon- 
sequence,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  doubt  and 
unsteadiness  in  the  action  of  the  Council — a 
point  upon  which  he  had  before  remarked.  He 
had,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to  do  so,  drawn  the  at- 
tention of  the  Council  to  this  point  repeatedlj  ; 
but  it  ^eemed  to  him  to  have  been  a  foregone 
conclusion  that  all  these  reserves  should  be  aet 
aside,  that  all  these  railways  should  be  made, 
that  all  these  harbours  were  necessities  for  the 
progress  of  the  colony ;  and  therefore  he  had  given 
up  the  t4isk  in  despair.  It  seemed  absolutely- 
hopeless  for  any  one  to  stand  up  against  the 
demands  on  the  lands  and  the  purse  of  the  colonj 
for  the  prosecution  of  works  which  to  call  neoes- 
ssry  was  a  fraud  of  language.  They  were  in  no 
true  sense  necessary,  an(i  it  was  a  piece  of  die- 
honesty,  so  far  as  the  public  creditor  was  con- 
cerned, to  take  from  the  public  landed  eat  ale 
pledged  to  the  outside  creditor  means  for  the 
ptirpose  of  making  these  railways  and  harboara. 
He  had  set  this  aspect  of  the  matter  beforo  the 
Council,  but  to  no  purpose.  He  had  followed 
his  honorable  friend  into  the  lobby  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  division  on  the  Timaru  Bill — he  had 
followed  the  lead  of  the  Ghovemment  on  that  Bill, 
and  had  not  voted,  as  well  as  on  others ;  but  he 
hoped  his  honorable  friend  would  not  regard 
that  phenomenon  as  an  indication  that  he 
thought  him  right  on  that  occasion,  because  he 
really  thought  they  wete  both  wronc.  Hia 
honorable  fnend  Mr.  Robinson  had  told  them 
that  the  Land  Fund  was  to  be  colonial  property, 
and  that  they  ought  not  to  allow  Mr.  This  or  Mr. 
That,  this  honorable  gentleman  or  that  honorable 
eentleman,  to  bring  in  measures  of  this  kind,  askinir 
for  such  large  endowments  from  out  of  the  land 
of  the  colony.  That  was  a  principle  he  (Dr. 
Pollen)  fought  for.  The  land  should  be  dealt 
with  in  all  respects  and  on  all  occasions  upon  the 
responsibility  of  the  Government,  and  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  curry  favour  with  this  con- 
stituency and  that  constituency  by  throwing  to 
them  large  tracts  of  public  property.  That  was  a 
principle  which  ought  to  be  recognixed ;  but  it 
was  not  reoognixed,  and  therefore  it  was  of  no  use 
to  talk. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  was  greatly  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 
He  professed  to  have  the  same  views  aa  he 
(Colonel  Kenny)  held ;  he  had  repeated  almost 
the  exact  words  of  a  speech  which  he  (Colonel 
Kenny)  had  delivered  a  short  time  since.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  the  Council  was  not 
doing  its  duty;  that  it  was  useless  for  him  to 
talk ;  that  the  Council  seemed  determined  to 
give  these  endowments  sway  which  ought  to 
remain  the  property  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
The  honorable  gentleman  knew  his  (Colonri 
Kenny's)  views  upon  the  matter  well  enough, 
but  he  begged  leave  to  say  this:  that,  before  the 
honorable  gentleman  proceeded  to  read  a  lecture 
to  the  Council,  he  should  blame  his  own  conduct. 
He  should  remember  that  he  was  one  of  six  who 
had  refused  to  give  their  votes  that  evening  on  a 
similar  questioii.    It  was  he,  and  those  other 
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honorable  gentlemen  who  liad  gone  into  the 
lobbies  when  the  vote  came  on,  who  were  afraid 
to  face  the  question — not  the  Council  as  a  whole. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  explained  that,  as 
one  of  the  six  or  seven,  he  had  paired  on  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  remarked  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  more 
particularly  referring  had  attempted  to  justify 
nimself  by  saying  that  he  had  followed  the 
QoTefnment ;  but  was  that  a  justification  P  The 
fad  was  that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  per- 
sistently neglected  his  duty  in  having  allowed 
these  things  to  go  on  in  the  past.  As  Ions  as 
honorable. gentlemen  turned  tnese  matters  into 
Jokes,  as  long  as  they  failed  to  seriously  ap- 
preciate what  was  their  duty,  so  long  would 
It  be  useless  to  entertain  any  hope  for  the  future 
conduct  of  the  G-ovemment  of  the  colony.  He 
was  sorry  to  have  to  speak  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  way,  but  he  thought,  after 
what  had  fallen  from,  the  honorable  gentleman, 
that  the  Council  would  not  consider  his  (Colonel 
Kenny's)  remarks  uncalled-for.  So  Ions  as  the 
Council  merely  talked — and  it  often  talked  too 
much,  and  did  nob  act — they  could  not  hope  to 
be  of  any  service  to  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  regretted  that  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  should  have  made  such  a  speech 
as  he  had  made  so  late.  Had  he  spoken  in  that 
•train  on  the  Oamaru  Bill  he  would  most  likely 
have  carried  his  (Captain  Eraser's)  vote.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  had  talked  about  throwing 
away  the  money.  Why,  the  wise  men  of  Go- 
tham said  that  the  Oamaru  Harbour  would  be  a 
great  mistake,  and  that  it  would  be  as  futile  to 
attempt  to  build  a  harbour  there  as  were  Mrs. 
Partington's  efforts  to  stop  the  rollers  of  the 
Pacific  with  a  mop.  Those  men  all  prognosti- 
cated that  these  works  would  be  swept  away ;  yet 
both  the  harbour  at  Oamaru  and  that  at  Elakanui 
bad  been  perfect  successes.  With  regard  to  the 
miserable  attempt  to  make  a  harbour  at  Napier, 
any  man  of  conmion  sense  visiting  that  place 
could  see  at  once  that  a  harbour  could  neyer  be 
made  there.  He  said,  again,  that  the  best  object 
they  could  apply  the  lands  of  the  colony  to  was 
the  making  harbours  where  they  were  required 
and  making;  railways  where  they  were  required. 
If  honorable  gentlemen  thought  that  they  were 
going  to  ayoid  the  land  tax  by  preyenting  the 
und  being  localized  before  the  1st  January,  they 
were  very  much  mistaken.  In  the  first  place, 
they  had  no  right  to  look  at  the  Land  Eond  as 
oonfohdated  revenue.  He  hoped  that  they  would 
haye  the  land  tax  by  next  session.  Nothing  could 
prevent  it.  Throwing  out  this  Harbour  Bill  and 
that  Railway  Bill  would  not  prevent  them  hav- 
ing a  land  tax,  and  a  proper  land  tax.  They 
would  have  to  look  to  that  for  revenue,  and  not 
to  these  miserable  attempts — he  would  not  say 
&om  party  feeling  or  from  any  other  cause — 
to  throw  out  all  these  Bills.  He  should  be 
delighted  to  see  a  land  tax.  He  would  suffer 
in  proportion  as  others  did;  his  small  patch 
womd  be  taxed  when  other  honorable  gentle- 
men's 200,000  and  250,000  acres  would  be  taxed ; 
Imt  the  colony  would  get  a  rery  good  reyenue 


from  that  tax.  More  than  that,  he  hoped  that  a 
railway  tax  would  be  carried.  The  property  of 
some  gentlemen  in  this  country  had  been  doubled 
and  trebled  in  yalue  by  railways  going  through 
their  land,  and  if  there  was  a  dissoluiion  he  was 
sure  that  there  would  not  only  be  a  land  tax,  but 
a  railway  tax  besides.  He  had  cone  over  seventy 
miles  of  country  where  the  railway  ran  through 
private  property.  There  should  be  a  land  tax  and 
a  railway  tax  upon  such  properties,  and  before 
two  years  were  over  there  would  be  both. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  both  when  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Government  and  since  his  retire- 
ment from  office,  had  always  failed  to  show  any 
sympathy  with  proposals  calculated  to  promote 
the  asricultural  interests.  He  (Mr.  Menzies) 
held  that  the  future  prosperity  of  the  colony 
would  depend  chiefly  upon  the  condition  of  the 
agricultural  classes,  and  particularly  in  the  South 
Island.  It  would  come,  no .  doubt,  in  the  North 
Island,  but  more  slowly.  In  the  South  Island 
the  agricultural  interest  would  be  the  predomi- 
nating one  before  many  years  were  over,  and  any 
application  they  could  make  at  present  of  land  by 
way  of  endowment  such  as  would  stimulate  settle- 
ment or  increase  the  production  was  the  very  best 
application  they  could  make  of  the  land.  It  was 
not  squandering  the  land  reyenue  if  they  made  a 
port  where  there  was  no  port  before.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Robinson  had  referred  to  the  application  of 
land  revenue  to  the  detriment  of  railway  traffic, 
but  he  need  only  remind  the  honorable  gentleman 
of  a  point  which  had  been  repeatedly  referred  to 
in  the  course  of  recent  debates  in  the  Council — 
that,  in  order  to  enable  the  agriculturists  to  ex- 
port their  produce,  they  must  have  shipping  porta 
within  a  reasonable  distance.  If  they  had  a 
long  land  carriage,  even  though  by  railway, 
the  profits  on  grain  brought  to  the  shipping 
port  from  a  distance  would  be  all  eaten  up. 
In  the  case  of  the  district  now  under  considera- 
tion, not  only  was  this  a  most  legitimate  applica- 
tion of  land  revenue ;  but  what  was  the  use  of  any 
land  revenue  unless  they  applied  the  proceeds  of 
what  they  sold  in  such  a  way  as  to  increase  the 
value  of  what  remained?  A  harbour  at  some 
safe  port  where  produce  could  be  shipped  along 
that  line  of  coast  from  Akaroa  to  Oamaru  was 
as  much  required  relatively  as  a  harbour  was  re- 
quired at  New  Plymouth  for  the  West  Coast  of 
tne  North  Island  on  a  somewhat  different  scale. 
The  only  question  for  them  to  consider  now  was, 
whether  two  ports  were  required,  for  he  gathered 
that  this  Blilford  Lagoon  was  within  eleven  miles 
from  Timaru.  Surely  both  harbours  could  not 
be  required ;  and  the  question  narrowed  itself  to 
this:  At  which  of  the  two  localitiH  could  the 
better  harbour  be  formed  at  the  most  reasonable 
cost?  So  far  as  he  could  iudge,  that  would  be 
done  at  Timaru,  and  if  the  Council  held  the 
same  opinion  they  would  agree  that  a  harbour 
at  Milford  was  not  required,  and  that  the  endow- 
ment as  proposed  would  be  entirely  misapplied. 
Holding  tnat  view,  and  as  they  had  the  authority 
of  experts  to  justify  them  in  the  belief  that  a 

I  fair  shipping  port  could  be  made  at  Timaru,  he 
thought  that  the  reioaroet  of  the  colony  ihoulci 
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not  be  frittered  a«raj  by  an  endeaTour  to  fonn 
two  ports  where  there  waf  only  one  required. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  wae  sorry  to  ob- 
terre  that  in  this  case  they  had  adopted  a  course, 
which  had  now  become  habitual  with  tlie  Council, 
of  allowing  large  Bills  to  pass  without  remark, 
and,  when  an  unfortunate  small  Bill  came  on,  for 
eTerj  member  to  make  a  *'set"  at  it.  He  in- 
tended to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
if  it  were  onlj  for  the  sake  of  its  being  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  He  thought  the 
people  connected  with  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try were  deserving  of  some  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  Council.  They  had  shown  great 
public  spirit  in  subscribing  out  of  their  own 

etckets  in  order  to  get  proper  surreys  made, 
e  understood  that  they  had  subscribed  £800 
or  £900  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  surveys  and 
plans,  which  had  not  been  done  in  any  other  part 
of  the  colony.  He  had  a  personal  knowledge  of 
many  of  the  rivers  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
Canterbury,  and  he  thought  something  should 
be  done  to  see  whether  or  not  these  lagoons 
oould  not  be  turned  to  account;  and  this  proposal 
would  decide  that  question  in  the  case  of  the 
Opihi  Biver.  He  haa  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
he  believed  the  time  would  come  when  it  would 
be  shown  that  these  rivers  would  be  made  avail- 
able for  vessels  when  Timaru  and  Oamaru  were 
forgotten.  Honorable  members  who  belonged  to 
the  North  Island  seemed  to  think  they  were  not 
in  want  of  harbours  in  the  South  Island.  Now, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  a  good  deal  had  been 
done  for  the  North  Island  in  the  shape  of  har- 
bours. They  saw  any  number  of  harbours  opened 
on  the  coast,  and  in  rivers  that  were  far  inferior 
to  the  one  under  discussion.  There  were  Foxton, 
Patea,  Wanganui,  Waitara,  and  all  sorts  of  rivers 
in  the  North  Island  which  had  received  land 
endowments  or  assistance  in  some  other  form, 
and  they  were  all  very  much  inferior  to  the 
river  now  under  consideration.  As  to  the  coun- 
try at  the  back,  there  was  no  comparison  for  a 
moment.  There  was  the  harbour  that  was  pro- 
posed to  be  made  at  New  Plymouth,  and  for 
which  a  sum  of  £200,000  was  to  be  borrowed, 
and  an  endowment  of  200,000  acres  of  land  given 
— he  had  no  hesitation  in  sajing  that  the  country 
at  the  back  of  the  Milford  lAgoon  was  at  the 
present  time  in  a  higher  state  of  cultivation,  and 
would  carry  a  larger  population,  than  the  whole  of 
the  Province  of  Taranaki  would  show  thirty  or 
forty  years  hence.  Even  if  the  borrowing  powers 
and  endowments  were  struck  out  of  the  Bill,  it 
would  be  verj  useful,  because  he  thought  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  were  determined  to 
make  something  of  the  place  if  it  were  possible 
to  do  so.  He  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  refer  to 
this  proposed  hiarbour  as  being  so  very  close  to 
Timaru,  because  not  very  long  aeo  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  advocating  a  harbour  in  a  some- 
what similar  position.  He  alluded  to  Biverton, 
which  was  about  the  same  distance  from  the  Bluff 
as  Milford  was  from  Timaru.  Something  should 
be  done  in  the  case  of  these  rivers,  because  he 
quite  agreed  that  a  great  deal  of  the  money  which 
was  likely  to  be  spent  in  such  places  as  Timaru 
Son,  Mr,  MentkM 


would  be  thrown  away,  and  for  this  reason :  It 
was  known  to  those  who  were  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  coast  that  to  obtain  anything  like  good 
accommodation  it  would  be  neceseaiy  to  spend  a 
very  lam  sum  of  money.  The  same  micbt  be 
said  of  ^maru  as  was  said  of  New  Plymoutb.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  obtain  anything  like  good 
accommodation  there  for  less  than  i£uX),000  or 
£500,000.  He  trusted  the  Council  would  conaeafc 
to  have  this  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  it  oould 
then  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  who 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  reporting  upon 
this  proposed  harbour,  as  weU  as  that  of  Timaro. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  -BELL  said  that, 
although  with  very  limited  means  of  forming 
a  reliaole  judgment,  he  had  an  impreesion  that 
the  proposal  made  in  the  present  Bill  waa  a 
much  better  one  than  that   made  in   the 


of  Timaru,  and  he  would  be  fflad  to  Tot«  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  if  he  were  not  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  suicidal  to  set  up  one 
port  in  rivalry  to  another  within  such  a  short 
distance.  He  would  not  have  voted  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Timaru  B'dl  except  under 
circumstances  which  he  would  shortly  exj^ain  to 
the  Council.  He  understood  that,  in  the  course 
of  the  discussions  which  took  place  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  of  Canterbury,  the  condition  on 
which  the  £100,000  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Timaru  Harbour  Board  had  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  that  body  was,  that  all  proposals  for 
harbour  works  at  Timaru  should  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil. At  that  time  it  was  not  supposed  that  the 
provincial  system  would  be  abolished,  and  it  was 
therefore  provided  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
province  should  have  an  opportunity,  before  any 
of  the  money  was  spent,  to  review  and  decide 
upon  the  harbour  works  scheme;  which  was  a 
very  wise  course  to  take.  No  doubt  most  honor- 
able members  were  familiar  with  the  circum- 
stances which  had  resulted  in  an  examination  by 
Sir  John  Coode  of  the  proposed  works,  and  were 
also  aware  that  Sir  John  Coode's  report  upon 
the  amount  necessary  to  be  expended  in  oon- 
structinff  a  good  harbour  at  Timaru  was  that 
the  works  oould  not  be  carried  out  for  anything 
like  the  money  which  had  been  ^aced  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Harbour  Board.  FoUovrin^  the 
course  that  had  been  adopted  in  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Canterbury,  he  proposed,  when  the 
Bill  came  under  consideration  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  to  move  that  exactly  the  same 
thing  should  be  done  in  this  Parliament  as  was 
intended  to  be  done  by  the  Provincial  Council — 
namely,  that  no  expenditure  should  be  allowed  to 
take  place  at  Timaru  until  the  scheme  itself,  and 
the  results  of  the  examination  which  was  now 
being  conducted  at  Timaru  by  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion, should  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of 
Parliament.  It  would  be  unwise,  however,  to  do 
this  and  at  the  same  time  to  vote  in  favour  of 
a  scheme  for  a  harbour  at  Milford  Laffoon.  If 
he  had  been  in  Parliament  last  session  he  would 
not  have  given  his  assent  to  a  single  one  of  the 
endowments  to  these  harbours  ;  because  he  held 
that  Parliament  was  pursuing  a  most  suicidal 
policy  in  confiding  to  what  he  might  call  private 
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pencils,  without  an^  responsibility  irhateyer,  the 
execution  of  gigantic  works  in  which  not  only 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  present  popu- 
lation, but  the  whole  commercial  interests  of  the 
colony  for  years  and  years  to  come,  were  deeply 
inTolyed.  In  his  opinion,  the  duty  of  construct- 
ing harbour  works  was  one  which,  before  all 
others,  should  deTolve  on  the  Goyemment  and  be 
left  in  its  hands.  But  it  had  pleased  the  Legis- 
l^ure  to  determine  upon  the  contrary  policy ; 
and,  if  they  did  not  carry  that  policy  out  to  its 
le^timate  end,  they  would  be  dealing  unfairly 
with  some  parts  of  the  colony.  There  was  no 
reason,  however,  to  stretch  that  policy  to  an 
abfurd  extent :  and  here,  as  in  the  cases  of  BiTcr- 
ton  and  of  Waikouaiti,  it  seemed  to  him  nonsense 
first  to  place  large  sums  at  the  disposal  of  a 
particular  Harbour  Board  for  the  construction 
of  a  harbour,  and  then  to  set  up  in  immediate 
contiguity  a  rival  port,  which  tkey  were  asked 
to  endow  with  an  equal  or  eren  a  larger  sum 
of  money.  He  would  therefore  be  reluctantly 
obliged  to  Tote  against  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  He  concurred  in  the  views  which  had 
been  enunciated  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  but  he 
would  have  preferred  to  have  seen  the  honorable 
gentleman  enforce  those  views  by  voting  with 
those  who  had  opposed  the  second  reading  of  the 
Timaru  Harbour  Bill.  He  could  not  understand 
how  any  honorable  member  could  justify  his  re- 
fnial  to  record  his  yote  on  a  matter  which  he 
felt  to  be  so  important  as  his  honorable  friend 
had  acknowledged  the  Timaru  scheme  to  be. 
This  was  not  the  first  time  such  considerations 
as  those  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bobin- 
son  had  been  brought  before  them.  The  very 
groundwork  of  the  appointment  of  the  Kailwayj 
Committee  was,  that  they  should  take  into  con- 
sideration the  point  that  had  been  touched  upon 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson — namely,  whether,  by 
making  the  large  reserves  that  were  being  pro- 
posed in  this  and  many  other  cases,  they  would 
not  deprive  themselves  of  the  means  of  paying 
their  debts  to  the  public  creditor,  and  wnether 
the^  might  not  be  frustrating  the  new  land 
pobcy  which  the  Government  had  announced 
their  intention  of  bringing  down.  It  was  for 
these  considerations  that  on  two  recent  occasions 
he  had  pressed  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  tell 
them  what  the  Government  really  meant,  and 
what  precise  form  they  intended  to  give  to  the 
financial  proposals  which  they  had  brought  down. 
They  could  not  over-estimate  the  importance  of 
a  question  of  that  kind ;  and  when  such  points  as 
those  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson  were 
brought  forward,  be  would,  whether  in  season  or 
out  of  season,  continue  to  press  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  the  serious  difficulty  in  which 
the  Council  were  placed,  when  they  saw  schemes 
brought  into  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
carried,  apparently,  to  their  last  stage,  without 
receiving  from  the  Executiye  Government  any 
advice  to  the  Legislature,  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  as  to  whether  those  schemes  would  har- 
monize with  the  proposals  which  Ministers  were 
themselyes  bringing  down.  He  could  not  but 
regret  the  remark  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  that 
tlus  Milford  Bill  might  just  as  well  go  to  the 


Waste  Lands  Committee  as  the  Timaru  Bill,  and 
that  it  would  be  "  rather  unfair "  if  it  were  not 
as  fayourably  treated  as  the  Timaru  Bill.  For 
his  part,  he  would  never  admit  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  whoever  they  might  be,  could 
use  such  language  to  the  Legislature.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  of  the  day  to  lead  the 
opinion  of  the  Legislature  tovrards  some  distinct 
affirmative  issue,  and  not  to  leave  it  floundering 
between  two  opinions  and  without  attempting  in 
any  way  to  guide  it ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  fact 
of  an  amendment  having  been  moved  would  in- 
duce the  Colonial  Secretary,  particularly  after 
the  discussion  that  had  taken  place,  to  express  an 
opinion  more  definitely  than  he  had  done  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  wise  to  carry  the  Milford 
scheme  to  any  further  stage.  Every  day's  reflec- 
tion convinced  him  that  they  were  falling  into  a 
degenerate  and  unmanly  course  of  policy.  They 
were  pretcndinpr  to  tell  the  people  of  the  country 
that  its  financial  position  was  such  that  it  was 
necessary  to  bring  mto  the  Consolidated  Fund  all 
sources  of  revenue  in  order  to  meet  its  legitimate 
demands,  and  at  the  same  time  they  were  fayour- 
ing  proposals  the  evident  effect  of  which  must 
be  to  deprive  the  finances  of  the  country  of  the 
very  relief  which  it  was  the  object  to  afford  by 
the  land  revenue  becoming  part  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  It  was  undeniable,  and  indeed  was 
being  proved  in  evidence  before  the  Bailways 
Committee,  that,  if  they  proceeded  to  make  these 
large  endowments  of  land,  not  merely  for  har- 
bours, but  for  railways  also,  they  would  in  Otago 
and  Canterbury  have  no  land  revenue  in  the  im- 
mediate future,  and  be  driven  to  sell  the  pastoral 
estate  in  order  to  meet  their  liabilities  and  derive 
any  advantage  from  the  new  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government.  It  was  not  his  place  to  say 
what  course  the  Government  of  the  day  ought 
to  take :  but,  if  he  had  been  a  Minister  when  so 
cardinal  a  change  was  proposed  in  the  financiid 
policy  of  the  country,  he  would  have  resolutely 
set  his  foot  down  to  prevent  any  reserves  of  land 
being  made  for  any  new  public  works  whatever, 
and  would  have  objected  to  sacrificing  the  capital 
of  their  estate  in  order  to  provide  for  those  public 
works.  He  would  have  advocated,  instead,  that 
they  should  go  before  the  £.nglish  money-lender 
ana  say,  "  We  have  made  up  our  minds  that,  in 
the  interests  of  the  country,  it  is  necessary  not 
only  that  our  present  railways  should  be  com- 
pleted, but  that  other  branch  lines  should  be 
built,  so  as  to  increase  the  cultivation  of  the 
land,  and  give  facilities  for  adding  to  the  export- 
ing wealth  of  the  country.  We  come  to  you  for 
means  to  carry  out  these  objects,  and  we  say  to 
you,  *  We  will  give  you  as  security  the  whole  re- 
sources of  our  country ;  we  will  put  into  a  general 
fund  the  whole  revenue  we  possess;  and  we  ask 
you  to  lend  us  enough  money  to  carry  out  the 
new  works  which  we  are  determined  to  have,  as 
necessary  sources  for  increasing  our  wealth.* " 
What  would  have  been  the  result  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  that  course  ?  Would  they  not 
be  in  a  far  stronger  position  if  they  would  even 
now  come  down  and  declare  which  of  these  rail- 
ways, harbours,  and  other  public  works  were  the 
most  advantageous  to  take  up  in  the  interest  of 
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the  whole  colony,  not  only  in  the  Soath,  but  also 
in  the  North,  where  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  is  being  equally  asked  for  ?  That  was  the 
position  he  had  hoped  the  Government  would 
take  up,  when  he  heard  they  had  made  up  their 
minds  to  enunciate  their  financial  poUcy:  a 
IK>licy  to  which  he  had  deroted  himself  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  which  he  had  long  regarded 
as  the  only  safe  basis  of  our  future  finance.  In- 
stead of  that,  the  position  which  the  Government 
seemed  to  be  now  taking  up  was  to  precipitate 
the  assent  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to 
schemes  of  all  kinds,  which  came  before  them  in 
a  very  crude  and  unsatisfactory  state.  Some  of 
them  were  schemes  which  would  never  have  been 
heard  of  in  any  Provincial  CounciL  It  might  be 
tliat  the  Government  were  perfectly  right:  it 
might  be  that  the  wisest  course  was  to  pay  a 
price  in  order  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Southern 
members  to  the  loss  of  their  Land  Fund.  And  if 
the  pajing  of  that  price,  in  the  shape  of  reserves 
to  the  value  of  more  than  a  million,  would  really 
land  them  at  last  in  a  colonial  policy  in  which 
the  whole  interests  of  the  colony  would  be  con- 
sidered, he  would  not  regret  any  price  they  might 
pay ;  but,  if  they  were  to  pay  the  price  without 

getting  that  return,  then  he,  for  one,  would  very 
itterly  regret  the  share  he  had  had  in  bringing 
about  the  abolition  of  the  |>rovincial  system.  If 
they  were  to  see  the  abolition  of  the  provinces 
result  in  a  scramble  such  as  they  had  seen  during 
this  session,  then  a  day  would  surely  come  when 
the  whole  population  of  the  counti^  would  not 
rest  satisfied  until  they  succeeded  m  getting  a 
return  to  something  like  the  provincial  system,  or 
to  some  other  organization  which  would  at  any 
rate  preserve  the  colony  from  what  he  could  not 
but  consider  had  on  many  occasions  during  the 
session  conduced  very  little  to  the  credit  of  the 
representatives  in  the  other  House  or  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  vras  surprised  to  see 
the  zeal  exhibited  by  so  many  honorable  members 
in  discussing  a  Bill  of  such  small  dimensions. 
In  another  place,  those  who  held  the  power  of 
the  purse,  and  who  took  cognizance  of  all  tbese 
matters  much  more  closely  than  did  the  Ck>uncil, 
would  pass  a  dozen  BiUs  like  this  in  a  very  short 
time.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  was  in- 
clined to  deal  with  this  Bill  as  he  had  dealt  with 
the  Timaru  Bill,  because  he  thought  it  was  still 
a  question  whether  this  was  not  a  more  fea»ible 
scheme  than  the  proposed  Timaru  Harbour.  Had 
they  not  the  experience  of  Kakanui,  where,  after 
the  works  were  completed,  the  very  first  flood 
cleared  out  the  channel  in  the  shingle-bank,  which 
was  somewhat  similar  to  that  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  at  Milford?  The  bank  at  Kakanui  was  si^ 
feet  above  high  water,  but  after  the  first  flood 
there  was  a  depth  at  the  entrance  of  16  feet, 
and  it  had  never  since  been  below  10  feet,  and 
steamers  oould  now  go  into  Kakanui.  He  did  not 
know  the  precise  nature  of  the  Milford  Lagoon, 
but  he  imagined  it  was  something  similar  to  Kaka- 
nui, and  if  one  work  was  a  success  he  could  not 
see  why  the  other  should  not  be.  At  all  events, 
he  was  inclined  to  vote  for  the  second  reading, 
and  to  remit  the  Bill  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
Mon.  Sir  F,  Dillon  Bell 


mittee.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  that  Committet 
to  balance  the  advantages  of  one  against  tht 
other,  and  to  recommend  that  one  which  was 
likely  to  be  of  the  most  service  to  the  distnci. 
No  doubt  the  Council  would  be  l>£gcly  guided  bj 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee.  With  regard  to 
all  these  measures,  his  impression  waa  that  they 
should  be  held  over  until  they  had  been  ex- 
amined |by  the  Committee,  and  then  it  would 
be  for  the  Committee  to  recommend  the  canr- 
ing  out  of  a  uniform  policy  in  regard  to  them.  If 
it  was  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Government  to 
pass  Bills  giving  large  endowments  of  land,  he 
did  not  see  why  one  district  should  be  benefited 
more  than  another.  If,  on  the  aminrj,  that 
policy  did  not  meet  with  favour,  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  throw  out  all  the  Bilb  iad 
have  done  with  them.  He  had  a  great  dislike  to 
favouritism.  All  the  Bills  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  in  the  nteantime 
they  would  have  some  idea  of  the  policy  of  the 
Qovemment,  as  regarded  not  only  the  land  re- 
venue, but  also  the  price  at  which  land  was  to  be 
sold.  In  fact,  the  longer  these  Bills  were  pat  off 
the  better,  so  that  honorable  members  would 
have  more  information  and  be  able  to  give  a 
better  decision.  He  would  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  not  committing  liimself  to 
support  it  further.  He  had  voted  for  the  seooad 
reaoing  of  the  Timaru  Bill,  but  he  would  regard 
himself  as  fully  justified  in  voting  against  it  at  a 
later  stage  if,  after  evidence  was  taken,  it  was 
found  not  to  be  a  feasible  scheme. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FATEBSON  would  follow  the 
advice  given  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  and  would 
deal  with  this  Bill  as  he  had  de^t  with  the 
Timaru  Bill — he  would  vote  against  it.  They 
were  going,  he  thought,  a  great  deal  too  far  with 
these  har^ur  schemes.  They  were  propoan^  to 
make  a  harbour  at  the  mouth  of  every  little  nver 
in  the  country.  If  they  were  going  to  make  these 
little  harbours  at  every  ten  or  twelve  miles  ftlonc 
the  coast,  there  would  be  very  little  for  Uie  rait 
ways  to  do.  He  had  no  confidence  as  to  success 
attending  these  harbour  works.  Up  to  the  pre- 
sent an  enormous  sum  of  money  had  been  spent 
at  Oamaru,  but  the  success  of  the  works  there  was 
as  yet  doubtful — at  any  rate  to  an  extent  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  money  which  had  been 
expended.  Timaru  was  not  likely  to  make  what 
could  properly  be  called  a  harbour.  These  anudl 
harbours  would  only  be  fit  for  small  vessels, 
which  would  remove  grain  from  one  part  of  the 
coast  to  another,  for  they  would  never  be  aTail- 
able  for  the  loading  and  dischaiging  of  vessels 
which  would  carry  grain  outsiHe  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  the  misfortune  of 
their  position  was  that  of  late  years  no  Govern- 
ment had  been  strong  enough  to  direct  the  policy 
of  the  Legislature  in  the  consideration  of  tliese 
large  questions.  The  result  to  himself  was  thai 
he  had  been  compelled  to  make  up  his  mind  on 
the  special  merits  of  each  case  as  it  came  before 
the  Cou;icil.  It  was  on  that  account,  and  believ- 
ing that  there  were  fair  grounds  to  expect  good 
results  from  the  expenditure  of  public  money  at 
Timaru,  that  he  had  voted  for  the  last  Bill.  It 
seemed  to  him  too  much  to  expect  that  the 
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Council  sliould  be  called  upon  to  Tote  provision 
for  two  harbours  so  close  to  one  another  as 
Timaru  and  Milford  ;  therefore  he  would  vole 
against  the  present  Bill.  He  was  unwilling  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  general  ques- 
tions which  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council.  He  totally  differed  from 
many  of  the  deductions  the  honorable  gentleman 
bad  drawn'; -but  this  was  not  the  time  to  discuss 
them,  howcTer  provoking  the  opportunity  might 
be. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  would  support 
the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bobinson  for 
several  reasons,  one  being  that  no  such  undertak- 
ings should  be  allowed  to  be  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment by  a  private  member.  It  was  pre-eminently 
the  duty  of  tlie  Government  to  ascertain  if  such 
works  could  be  profitably  undertaken.  Another 
reason  was,  that  at  this  time  it  was  acknowledged 
on  all  hands  that  the  debt  of  the  colony  was 
greater  than  they  were  able  to  bear.  Honorable 
members  could  imagine  themselves  supporting  an 
individual  or  firm  largely,  and  the  party  sup- 
ported finding  himself  in  want  of  further  support. 
Suppose  that  person  secured  all  his  valuable 
effects,  and  settled  something  that  would  keep 
himself  and  his  family  comfortably  in  another 
direction.  If»  after  that,  he  went  to  his  friends 
and  said,  "  I  want  more  money  ;  I  will  give  you 
my  bond,  and,  depend  upon  it,  it  will  be  repaid," 
those  friends  would  be  quite  justified  in  saying, 
**  No  J  we  do  not  like  the  way  you  have  been 
going  on.  You  have  been  making  away  with 
effects  to  which  we  looked  as  something  to  pay 
your  debts."  It  had  been  clearly  proved  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley 
that  private  members  should  not  be  allowed  to 
bring  in  those  Bills.  Some  honorable  gentlemen 
said  Milford  would  be  the  best  place  on  which 
to  expend  money.  How  was  the  Council  to  con- 
cur ?  It  would  be  impossible  even  for  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  to  form  a  reliable  opinion 
upon  that  point.  As  for  the  engineer's  report 
before  them,  it  was  possible  that  was  got  up  to 
suit  his  employers.  What  was  wanted  was  a  re- 
port from  some  one  responsible  to  the  country. 
The  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  seemed  to  anticipate 
with  pleasure  the  time  when  all  the  lands  would 
be  taxed.  But  where  was  taxation  to  come  from, 
if  it  were  not  taken  from  the  land  ?  People 
struggling  to  improve  land  and  bring  it  into  a 
state  of  cultivation  could  not  afford  to  bear  heavy 
taxes.  They  should  not  make  those  large  reserves 
of  land  throughout  the  country,  which  might 
otherwise  free  the  present  generation  from  taxa- 
tion, and  enable  them  to  expend  any  moneys  that 
they  possessed  upon  bringing  their  land  into 
such  a  state  of  cultivation  as  would  enable  it  to 
bear  taxation.  If  they  thought  they  were  to 
get  on  in  this  country  just  by  selling  the  land, 
without  getting  the  land  into  high  cultivation, 
they  would  find  they  were  mistaken.  To  return 
to  his  former  argument :  What  would  those  who 
advanced  money  to  them  think  of  their  conduct  ? 
He  must  say  he  was  doubtful  himself  as  to  how 
a  four  million  loan  would  be  received  on  the  Eng- 
lish money  market.  He  knew  such  a  loan  was 
much  larger  than  anything  anticipated  there.    He 
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had  heard  the  Crown  Agents,  among  others,  say 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  float  even  a  two 
million  loan  ;  and  he  thought  they  would  require 
to  act  in  such  a  way  as  would  inspire  confidence 
on  the  other  side  of  the  world. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  said  this  ques- 
tion was  of  so  much  importance  that  it  was  not 
right  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  it.  He  would 
certainly  vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  This  appeared  to  be  a  fight  between  the 
Timaruites  and  the  Milfordites.  He  was  neither 
for  Timaru  nor  Milford  j  nor  was  he  for  the 
endowmentites.  He  did  not  believe  in  endowing 
harbours  and  railways  as  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  doing.  As  he  had  previously  said,  the  proper 
course  was  for  the  General  G-ovemment  to  take 
the  whole  of  those  works  in  hand.  Having  once 
committed  themselves  to  making  and  working  the 
railways,  they  should  adopt  the  same  system  with 
the  harbours.  He  thougnt  these  harbours  were 
somewhat  in  the  same  position  as  planets  and 
satellites.  For  instance,  they  had  the  Bluff  Har- 
bour, which  he  might  call  a  harbour  of  some 
importance,  with  its  little  satellite  of  Biverton. 
Then  there  was  Port  Chalmers,  with  its  satellite, 
Waikouaiti ;  and  Oamaru,  with  its  satellite, 
Kakanui.  Now  they  had  the  rising  planet  of 
Timaru,  with  its  satellite,  which  was  now  before 
them,  but  which  he  hoped  would  never  shine. 
He  thought  the  Gbvernment  shoidd  take  control 
of  those  planets  and  satellites,  and  should  not  con- 
sent to  their  beinff  in  the  hands  of  private  mem- 
bers. The  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  was  a  Milf  ordite,  and 
was  opposed  to  the  spending  of  money  at  Timaru 
because  it  would  be  throwing  money  into  the 
sea.  Now,  he  thought  the  same  remark  applied 
to  Milford,  because,  if  money  were  spent  there, 
he  believed  it  would  be  washed  away.  He  did 
not  see  the  slightest  necessity  for  these  harbours 
along  the  coast  when  they  had  a  railway  running 
along  the  same  coast,  for  he  was  convinced  that 
grain  and  wool  could  very  profitably  be  conveyed 
by  rail.  He  believed  there  was  an  endowment 
proposed  for  Waikato  Harbour.  Although  he 
came  from  the  Province  of  Auckland  he  would 
oppose  that  proposal  as  strongly  as  any  other 
proposal.  The  Waikato  was  connected  by  means 
of  a  railway  with  Auckland,  and  all  the  produce 
could  very  well  be  sent  by  rail.  He  was  sur- 
prised at  the  action  taken  by  the  representative 
of  the  Government  on  the  Timaru  Bill.  He 
believed  that,  personally,  the  Colonial  Secretary 
objected  to  the  endowment  of  harbours,  and  he 
was  very  much  astonished  to  find  that  when  the 
vote  was  taken  upon  the  Timaru  Bill  the  honor- 
able gentleman  absented  himself.  The  Govern- 
ment were  evidently  in  a  fix.  They  supported 
these  Bills  for  the'  purpose  of  gaimng  political 
support.  He  was  sorry  to  say  anything  again^ 
the  Government,  because  he  believed  tney  were 
doing  tlieir  best  for  the  country.  But  he  was 
sorry  to  see  the  way  they  were  going  to  work. 
He  thought  they  would  only  get  themselves  into 
a  mess,  and  would  lose  strength  instead  of  gain- 
ing support.  They  should  appeal  to  the  country 
rather  than  yield  to  suchpressure. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  thought  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  in  his  remarks  was  very  severe 
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upon  the  Council,  and  a  little  tender  towards 
him  f elf.  The  honorable  gentleman  blamed  the 
Council  for  their  halMieartedness  and  indif- 
ference to  the  public  weal,  but  he  did  not 
Fay  much  about  Jiis  own  couree  in  the  matter. 
He  BCCDied  to  think  that  lie  had  done  enough 
when  he  raised  his  hands  in  despair  for  the 
colony.  Now,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  but 
been  really  whole-hearted  himself,  he  would  have 
done  something  like  what  he  (Colonel  Whitmore) 
liad  done  last  year.  Ho  would  hare  stuck  to 
those  proposals  from  the  first  to  the  la^t.  If 
disappointed  about  one,  he  had  stuck  to  the  rest, 
and  loUowed  them  up  like  a  sleuth-hound  until 
they  were  done  to  death.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man was  a  power  in  the  Council,  yet  he  satisfied 
liimself  with  following  the  GoTcrnment  to  the 
lobby.  Last  year,  when  their  positions  were  re- 
versed, the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  find 
him  (Colonel  Whitmore)  following  him  into  the 
lobby ;  lie  had  taken  leave  to  think  and  act  for 
himself.  And  what  had  been  done  by  the  Council 
last  year  ?  It  liad  referred  these  matters  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  of  the  more  monstrous  of  the  demands,  and, 
in  that  Committee,  honorable  gentlemen,  with  full 
access  to  plans  and  to  all  available  information, 
w  cut  into  the  different  cases ;  and  the  report  in 
many  cases,  though  not  in  that  of  Timaru,  was 
that  there  was  not  sufficient  information  to  allow 
of  judging  what  should  be  done.  In  the  case 
of  Timaru  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  to 
go  on  with  such  a  scheme  would  be  really  to 
throw  money  into  the  sea.  lie  therefore  thought 
that  tTiis  Bill  should  go  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  for  inquirvi  for  probably  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  might  be  satisfied  that  this  was 
a  harbour  w^hich  could  be  made,  in  which  case  a 
harbour  would  be  secured  for  that  coast  at  half 
the  cost  originally  estimated.  The  honorable 
ffentleman  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  he 
(Colonel  Whitmore)  walked  into  the  lobby  when 
the  last  division  came  on.  Well,  the  Government 
of  which  he  was  a  member  supported  the  Bill  in 
another  place,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  deny 
that,  this  not  being  a  Ministerial  question,  it 
-was  not  a  measure  which  he  felt  bound  to  sup- 
port. But  there  were  decencies  in  political  life, 
and  it  would  scarcely  have  been  decent  in  him  to 
have  voted  against  a  Bill  which  his  colleagues  in 
another  place  had  voted  for.  He  entirely  dif- 
fered from  his  honorable  friend  opposite,  that  it 
was  either  right  or  proper  for  the  Government  to 
take  entire  responsiqility  for  every  one  of  these 
Bills.  It  was  not  possible,  and  to  prove  that  it 
was  not  possible  he  misht  refer  to  the  history 
of  the  recent  past.  The  honorable  gentleman 
would  remember  that  Sir  Julius  Togel,  with  a 
majority  of  twenty  at  his  back,  never  dared  to 
oppose  the  provincial  borrowing  Bills ;  and  it  was 
left  to  independent  individuals  in  the  Council  to 
take  a  stand,  and  to  persevere  in  the  course  they 
took,  notwithstanding  that  in  another  place  they 
were  told  that  they  Were  to  be  done  away  with  ; 
that  they  were  tenants  and  not  landlords ;  and 
that  many  other  hard  names  were  bestowed 
on  them.  He  and  others  did  their  duty  then, 
though  the  Government,  powerful  in  the  Coun- 
Mo»,  CuUntl  Whitmore 


oil — represented  not  by  a  mere  tyro  in  lead- 
ing the  Council,  but  by  two  gentlemen  who-n, 
with  very  great  respect,  ho  might  term  "dd 
stagers"  in  poUtics — would  not  attempt  the  re- 
sponsibility of  dealing  with  the  Bills.  The  satce 
thing  might  have  been  observtd  last  cession. 
Did  they  then  see  that  the  Government  took  the 
responsibility  of  deaUng  with  and  opposing  tliese 
Bills  ?  Nothing  of  the  sort.  They  supported 
every  one  of  them.  They  did  not  make  Miiii»- 
terinl  questions  of  them.  Very  much  the  rame 
thing  occurred  in  respect  of  railways  under  the 
rublic  Works  policy.  The  fact  was  that,  while 
parlies  were  eo  evenly  balanced,  and  when  the 
tone  of  political  feeling  was  such  as  it  was  in 
the  representative  Chamber  just  now,  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  a  Government  to  be  re- 
sponsible in  every  single  instance  of  this  kind. 
There  were  certain  cases  in  which  a  Government 
must  assert  its  position;  but  that  was  not  po«- 
sible  in  all  cases.  No  doubt  a  very  important 
principle  was  affected  by  the  Bill,  but  gentlem^i 
must  look  into  the  history  of  the  colony  for  a 
good  many  years  past,  ahd  they  would  see  that 
in  analogous  cases  the  Government  had  not  taken 
that  firm  sort  of  stand  which  it  was  very  easy 
for  gentlemen  who  had  not  the  responsibility  oi 
office  1o  say  they  should  take.  But  when  the 
Council  was  told  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
that  he  held  strong  opinions,  and  yet  saw  bim, 
when  an  opportunity  occurred  of  expressing 
his  opinion,  repairing  to  the  lobby,  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  understand  him  ;  and  he  (Colonel  Whit- 
more) did  not  think  the  honorable  gentleman*! 
conduct  in  this  matter  contrasted  favourably 
with  his  (Colonel  Whitmore's)  conduct.  The 
remarks  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  reminded 
him  of  something  he  heard  when  he  was  a  young 
subaltern.  He  recollected,  upon  one  of 'those 
occasions  when  it  "was  usual  to  give  soldiers  a 
chance  of  seeing  a  Uve  general  once  in  nx 
months,  hearing  an  old  soldier,  after  looking  at 
the  general  for  some  time,  say,  *'  I  don't  think 
much  of  him.*'  He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  asked 
why,  and  the  soldier  replied,  "The  old  fellow 
can't  find  fault,  and  I  don't  think  much  of 
him,  for  any  fool  can  find  fault."  The  honor- 
able gentleman  would  have  suited  the  old  sol- 
dier, for  he  could  find  fault  and  always  did  find 
faidt.  The  honorable  gentleman  must  laugh  very 
heartily  to  himself,  because  he  must  know  that 
the  course  the  Government  were  taking  was  just 
such  a  course  as  the  honorable  gentleman  him- 
self would  have  taken  were  he  again  a  member  of 
the  Government.  He  did  not  think  there  wttt 
any  necessity  for  laying  down  a  cast-iron  rule  aa 
to  the  course  the  Government  should  pursue  in 
such  cafles.  The  Council  would  do  what  it  chose ; 
and  what  it  chose  to  dg,  he  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever, would  be  the  best.  Eecent  events  had 
shown  the  country  that  it  could  trust  the  good 
sense  ond  fairness  of  the  Council,  and  had  shown 
that  it  could  rely  upon  the  courage  of  honorable 
gentlemen  in  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  do 
their  duty  whatever  might  come  of  it;  and  he 
felt  sure  that  throughout  the  country  there  had 
been,  more  than  once  during  the  last  few  years, 
a  strong  feeling  amongst  the  people  that  it  was 
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a  Tery  fortunate  thing  that  the  country  had  a 
Legislative  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  remarked  that,  after  nil 
that  had  been  just  taid  about  the  Council  and 
about  the  recent  experience  x>f  tin's  colony  with 
regard  to  the  endowment  of  the  various  Harbour 
Boards  and  other  matters  of  that  kind,  the  colony 
was  placed  in  a  different  position  by  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  his  Financinl 
Statement  that  the  Land  Fund  must  be  made 
colonial  revenue,  subject  to  the  obligations  which 
the  colony  liad  undertaken  in  respect  to  the  cost 
of  administration,  the  cost  of  surreys,  interest  on 
provincial  loans,  and  so  forth — in  a  very  different 
position  from  that  which  it  previously  occupied. 
Certflinly  there  was  an  intention  to  localize  20 
per  cent,  for  the  purpose  of  expending  it  locally 
on  public  works  within  the  respective  districts; 
but  that  was  the  only  reservation,  and  there  was 
this  difficulty  :  that  the  Government  had  de- 
clared that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the 
Land  Fund  should  belong  to  the  whole  colony. 
That  was  a  very  different  position  of  affairs 
from  that  which  had  obtained  previously  ;  and  he 
would  like  to  aek  this :  With  what  consistency 
could  the  Q-ovemment  that  made  such  a  pro- 
position, and  held  that  it  had  claims  to  sup- 
port on  account  of  making  the  Land  Fund  colo- 
nial revenue,  view  with  indifference  the  abstrac- 
tion from  the  land  of  reserves  amounting  to 
1,700,000  acres,  to  be  localized  and  devoted  to 
purely  local  objects  .^  Was  it  consistent  to  do 
that?  and  were  the  circumstances  of  to-day  the 
same  as  those-  referred  to  in  past  times  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  ?  Could  it  be  considered  con- 
sistent on  the  part  of  the  Government,  it  having 
declared  that  it  would  make  the  Land  Fund  colo- 
nial revenue  and  make  it  applicable  to  the  public 
debts  of  the  colony,  that  it  should  consent  to 
1,700,000  acres  of  land — he  might  say,  practically 
the  whole  of  the  available  land  in  the  colony  of 
an  agricultural  character — being  so  localized  and 
locally  applied,  and  then  go  into  the  London 
money-market  and  claim  consideration,  when 
-raising  the  four  million  loan,  for  the  fact  that 
the  ability  of  the  colony  to  meet  its  indebtedness 
had  been  increased  by  generalization  of  the  Land 
Fund  ?  He  put  it  to  the  Council,  and  asked  their 
serious  consideration  to  the  question,  whether  they 
should  not  either  put  a  stop  to  the  localization  of 
the  land  or  refuse  to  pass  the  Loan  Bill.  If  they 
meant  to  make  this  land  available  for  the  public 
debts  of  the  colony  and  for  the  public  funds  of 
the  colony,  this  localization  must  be  prevented ; 
otherwise  they  must  tell  the  people  at  Home  that, 
while  the  Government  were  holding  it  out  to  the 
colony  and  to  the  world  that  the  Land  Fund  was 
colonial  revenue,  the  land  had  actually  been  ap- 
propriated to  local  objects.  The  20  per  cent, 
could  not  be  taken  back  from  the  harbour  trusts, 
nor  from  the  railways,  and  yet,  as  evidence  was 
daily  given  before  the  Railways  Committee,  it  came 
out  that  the  whole  of  the  land  in  the  colony  was 
being  swallowed  up  by  these  reservations.  The 
sooner  the  colony  knew  this  fact  the  better,  and 
those  from  whom  the  Government  claimed  support 
on  account  of  their  Land  Fund  proposals  would 
discover  how  the  mat ter  really  stood .    Forty  years 


ago,  when  a  youngster,  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
observing  a  little  game  played  on  the  racecourse. 
It  was  a  simple  little  game.  The  operator  had 
before  him  a  small  table,  and  upon  that  table 
there  were  three  thimbles,  and  under  one  of  these 
thimbles  was  supposed  to  be  a  pea :  he  manipu- 
lated the  thimbles  and  the  pea,  and  when  a  vic- 
tim was  induced  to  bet  with  him,  and  lifted  up 
the  thimble  under  which  the  pea  was  supposed 
to  be,  the  pea  was  to  be  found  under  none 
of  the  thimbles,  but  a  confederate  lifted  up 
one  of  the  thimbles  and  said,  "There  is  the 
pea,*'  dropping  one  at  the  same  time.  He 
would  ask,  where  was  the  difference  in  principle 
between  the  action  of  the  Government  of  the 
colony  in  claiming  support  for  making  the  Land 
Fund*  colonial  revenue,  while  actually  agreeing  to 
measures  which  were  localizing  the  application 
of  every  pound,  and  the  action  of  the  "  thimble- 
rigger,"  who  knew  there  was  no  pea  under  the 
thimble? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  agreed  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  in  this :  that 
neither  this  nor  any  other  Gfovemment  should 
view  proposfds  of  such  large  importance  as  those 
which  were  being  laid  before  the  Council  in 
reference  to  land  reservations  with  indifference. 
He  thought  that  was  a  sound  doctrine,  but  he 
could  not  go  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
some  of  his  other  remarks.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  con- 
sidered that  the  land  of  the  colony  should  be  used 
for  the  pui-pose  of  developing  the  resources  of  the 
colony ;  and  if  the  honorable  gentleman's  interpre- 
tation of  the  Financial  Statement  of  the  present 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  correct,  and  the  proposal 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  that  the  proceeds  oi 
the  land  of  the  colony  were  to  be  devoted  only 
to  paying  the  colonial  debts,  he  could  only  say 
that  it  would  be  a  disastrous  policy  for  the  colony. 
So  far  as  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the 
colony  and  its  real  progress  was  concerned,  we 
should  be  in  a  condition  of  utter  stagnation,  a 
state  of  things  which  would  be  more  injurious  to 
ourselves  and  to  the  public  creditor  than  any 
other  policy  he  had  heard  of.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  Land  Fund  was  not  the  property  of  any 
particular  set  of  people.  Quito  true ;  nobody  ever 
said  it  was.  It  was  rather,  so  to  speak,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  land  from  whence  it  was  derived. 
Whatever  you  took  from  the  land,  according  to 
sound  political  economy,  you  should  return  to  the 
hind.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer  took  the  proceeds 
of  the  land  and  simply  applied  it  to  the  uses  of 
the  consolidated  revenue  to  pay  current  expenses, 
he  would  be  following  out  a  mistaken  policy,  and 
would  impoverish  instead  of  enriching  the  colony. 
Therefore  he  could  not  agree  with  his  honorable 
friend.  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Robinson  said 
this  money,  if  expended,  would  be  thrown  into 
the  sea.  That  was  a  matter  of  opinion.  He  (Mr. 
Hall)  knew  a  little  about  the  matter,  perhaps  as 
much  as  his  honorable  friend,  but  he  would  not 
venture  to  say  whether  that  was  or  was  not  likely 
to  be  the  case.  He  was  not  in  a  position  to  give 
a  definite  opinion ;  and  when  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  prepared  to  spend  their  money 
'  on  the  project,  and  were  in  earnest,  it  was  not 
'  treating  their  large  interests  with  fair  considem- 
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Uon  to  roake  such  a  remark  as  that  the  money 
would  be  thrown  into  the  sea.  The  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  made  a  remark  he  should 
like  to  correct.  The  honorable  gentleman  said 
that  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  of  last  year 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  to  make  the  Timaru 
Harbour  as  proposed  would  simply  be  to  throw 
so  much  money  into  the  sea.  He  (Mr.  Hall) 
denied  that  statement.  It  was  entirely  and 
utterly  unfounded.  The  Committee  came  to  no 
such  oonclusion. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Look  at 
the  cTidenoe  of  Mr.  Carruthers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HAXL  said  his  honorable  friend 
might  himself  have  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
matter,  and  other  individuals  miffht  have  come  to 
a  conclusion,  but  that  was  not  the  conclusion  of 
the  Committee.  Mr.  Carruthers  had  given  his 
reasons  for  doubting  the  success  of  the  scheme, 
but  he  yery  properly  added  that  he  did  not  set 
up  his  opinion  against  that  of  Sir  John  Coode, 
a  man  who  occupied  the  highest  possible  position 
in  this  branch  of  his  profession.  What  the 
Committee  said  was  this :  that  the  success  of  the 
■oheme  was  not  clearly  demonstrated,  and  they 
were  not  so  satisfied  of  its  success  as  they  wished 
to  be;  and  that,  therefore,  the  work  ou^ht  not 
to  be  gone  on  with  until  further  information  was 
obtained.  That  was  a  yery  different  thing  from 
what  the  honorable  member  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary had  said.  His  assertion  was  one  of  those 
offhand  statements  which  the  Colonial  Secretary 
WM  so  ready  to  make. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.—This  is  what 
Mr.  Carruthers  says : — 

'*  Li  the  eyent  of  this  work  being  decided  upon, 
would  it  not  be  expedient,  preyious  to  the 
commencement  of  the  works,  to  obtain  further 
professional  adyice  as  to  the  feasibility  of  the 
proposed  works,  reference  being  had  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  Timaru? — I  consider 
the  chances  of  failure  so  great,  that  I  think  the 
works  should  not  be  besun  without  consulting 
some  other  engineer ;  and  I  think  some  one  well 
acquainted  with  Timaru  should  be  sent  to  giye 
information  to  such  engineer  as  to  the  peculiarities 
of  the  locality.  I  would  even  recommend  that 
Sir  John  Coode  be  invited  to  visit  Timaru." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— Precisely.  Did  that 
mean  that  that  sum  of  money  would  be  thrown 
into  the  sea  ?  Why,  it  was  the  best  possible  con- 
tradiction of  the  statement  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. With  regard  to  the  Milford  Harbour 
scheme,  he  might  say  this :  He  had  introduced 
the  Timaru  Bill,  and  he  felt  that  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  have  two  harbours  so  close  to 
each  other  on  the  same  coast ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  thought  it  only  fair  that,  where  there  were 
two  proposals  of  this'  kind  brought  forward,  both 
should  be  brought  before  the  Council  and  in- 
quired into,  and  for  that  reason  he  should  like  to 
see  both  Bills  read  a  second  time,  and  sent  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLET,  in  replying,  said  that 
•eyeral  honorable  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  had 
seemed  to  reoognixe  only  one  principle  in  the 
Bill,  whereas  there  were  two :  it  not  only  gave 
an  endowment,  but  it  placed  the  settlers  in  the 
JETon,  Mr.  Sail 


neighbourhood  in  a  position  to  form  a  Har- 
bour Board.  He  was  sorry  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Robinson  had  expressed  himself  so  decidedlj 
against  this  measure,  because  all  his  remarks 
appeared  to  be  based  upon  conjecture.  BCanj 
honorable  gentlemen  ha4  refuted  to  vote  on 
the  Timaru  Bill  because  £100,000  had  alreadj 
been  spent  on  the  harbour  and  they  were  un- 
willing to  see  more  spent.  That  objection  could 
not  apply  to  this  Bill,  and  he  hoped  the  Council 
would  not  burke  his  infant  in  its  early  days. 
Let  it  be  brought  into  the  land,  and  he  was  sure 
that  in  time  it  would  become  the  hardier  child 
of  the  two. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  word  'now'  stand  part 
of  the  question;"  upon  which  a  division  waa 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         10 

Noes         16 


Majority  against ... 


Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  EViaser, 
Mr.  Hall, 


Atb8. 

Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Colonel  Wliitmore, 
I  Mr.  Wigley. 

Nobs. 


Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 
'  Major  Richmond,  0,3^ 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Russell.     ' 
I  Mr.  Williamson. 

consequently  carried,  and 
read  a  second  time  that 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Lieut.- Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Mantell, 
The  amendmei^  was 
the  Bill  ordered  to  be 
day  three  months. 


EDUCATION  BILL. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  reasons  assigned  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  disagreeing  to  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Council  in  clauses  8,  63,  and 
83  :  "  1.  That  the  provisions  of  section  8  are  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  distribution  of  the  moneys 
voted  by  Parliament  among  the  different  Educa- 
tion Boards  according  to  average  daily  attendance, 
and  that  without  such  provision  such  moneys 
would  be  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the  Minis- 
try of  the  day.  2.  That  in  the  63rd  section  the 
provision  for  holdine  the  annual  meeting  of 
householders  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  Januaij 
is  more  convenient  than  that  fixing  the  first 
Monday  for  that  purpose.  3.  That,  with  re- 
ference to  section  83,  the  general  policy  of 
the  Bill  b  to  leave  religious  education  to  the 
several  denominations;  and  that  provisions  ex- 
isted in  the  Act,  without  the  amended  subsec- 
tion 4,  for  allowing  the  use  of  the  school  buildings 
out  of  school  hours  for  any  purposes,  including 
that  of  religious  teaching,  which  the  Committee 
mi^t  approve." 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moved.  That 
the  Coxmcil  doth  not  insist  upon  its  amendments. 
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It  would  be  perceiyed  that  the  House  of  Bepre- 
Mntatives  had  a^ed  with  a  great  many  of  the 
Council's  amendments  in  the  Education  Bill. 
It  had  only  disagreed  with  amendments  which 
invoWed  three  principles.  With  regard  to  clause 
8|  he  apprehended  that  the  Council  would  hare 
no  difficulty  in  deciding  to  withdraw  its  amend- 
ment. The  question  of  the  capitation  clauses 
jrsB  tried  in  another  place,  where' there  seemed 
to  hare  been  the  utmost  desire  to  meet  tlie 
wishes  of  the  Council,  but  it  was  thrown  out  by 
a  majority  of  32  to  16.  Honorable  gentlemen 
would  see  that,  in  the  face  of  that,  there  was  Tery 
little  hope  of  obtaining  the  concession  they  wished 
with  regard  to  taxation.'  Therefore  they  could 
see  no  difficulty  in  reinserting  the  appropriation 
clause,  because  it  was  not,  in  a  proper  sense,  an 
appropriation  clause  at  all.  Witliout  that  clause 
it  was  quite  in  the  power  of  the  Goremment  to 
spend  the  money  appropriated  on .  the  Estimates 
for  education,  and  the  only  difference  in  the  put- 
ting in  or  keeping  out  of  this  clause  was,  that 
unless  it  were  inserted  there  would  be  no  obliga- 
tion on  the  GK>Ternment  to  pay  the  money  for 
education  on  the  basis  of  the  average  daily  atten- 
dance. Clause  63  related  to  the  date  for  the 
election  of  School  Committees,  and  the  other 
House  thought  that  the  first  Monday  in  Janu- 
ary, which  was  substituted  by  the  Council  for 
the  fourth  Monday,  was  an  inconTenient  date, 
as  it  would  sometimes  fall  on  New  Year's  Day, 
and  would  always  occur  at  holiday  time.  The 
next  amendment  with  which  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  disagreed  was  in  the  83rd  clause,  and 
referred  to  the  reading  of  the  Lord's  Prayer 
and  to  the  use  of  school  buildings  for  religions 

Eurpoees.  The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
ad  taken  very  strong  ground  upon  this  question, 
and  seemed  to  be'determined  to  enforce  the  secu- 
lar system  of  education.  He  would  have  pre- 
ferred, for  his  own  part,  to  hare  seen  some  little 
recognition  of  duties  other  than  those  of  an  every- 
day business,  if  it  had  been  possible.  He  had 
never,  however,  been  very  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  reading  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  if  the 
question  had  come  to  a  division  he  would  pro- 
bably have  voted  against  it,  on  the  ground  that  ho 
thought  it  would  become  a  mere  form,  and  would 
lose  a  great  deal  of  significance  to  the  juvenile 
mind.  But  the  danse  suggested  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Adand,  he  thought,  provided  for  the  only 
kitad  of  religious  instruction  to  which  he  had 
hoped  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  would 
agree,  as  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  object 
of  the  whole  Bill  and  tlie  action  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  been  to  keep  the  State 
education  strictly  secular.  There  had  been  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  other  House  to 
meet  the  Council  more  than  half-way  in  all  their 
amendments  this  session;  and,  as  in  regard  to 
this  point  there  was  very  little  probability  of 
the  members  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature being  persuaded  to  adopt  the  view  of  the 
Council,  he  did  not  think  any  useful  object  would 
be  gained  by  a  Conference,  while  time  might  bo 
lost.  He  would  therefore  move.  That  the  Council 
doth  not  insist  upon  its  amendments. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  thought  the  Council 


should  insist  upon  its  amendments.  He  did  not 
mean  by  that  tnat  they  were  to  sacrifice  the  Bill 
rather  than  make  any  concession,  but  he  would 
oppose  the  motion  of  his  honorable  friend  under 
the  strong  conviction  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
attempt  to  secure  some  part  of  their  amendments, 
and  under  a  firm  belief  that  such  an  attempt 
would  be  successful.  He  felt  very  strongly  upon 
the  religious  clause.  He  could  not  make  up  his 
mind  to*  be  a  party  to  the  exclusion  of  any 
reference  whatever  to  religion  in  the  schools 
in  which  the  bulk  of  the  children  of  the  colony 
were  to  be  trained,  and  nothing  but  absolute 
necessity  would  induce  him  to  assent  to  such  a 
proposal. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  being  desirous  that 
the  Bill  should  pass  into  law,  would  vote  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Council's  amendments,  for  a 
far  more  important  thing  than  the  carrying  of 
any  of  these  amendments  would  be  the  passing 
of  an  education  law  for  the  whole  colony.  Wha^ 
ever  laws  they  carried  during  this  session  were 
sure  ^  be  offered  for  amendment  during  the 
ensuing  session,  and  this  among  the  others.  Let 
them  proceed  hj  degrees.  They  would  have 
made  a  great  stride  in  advance  if  they  obtained 
an  education  law  for  the  colony ;  and  let  them 
bring  it  gradually  as  near  as  they  could  to  com- 
mon sense  and  justice  to  all  classes. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  entirely  agreed  v^th 
the  observations  of  the  last  speaker,  and  would 
record  his  vote  writh  those  who  thought  that  the 
Council  ought  not  to  insist  upon  its  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said,  although  he  was 
in  favour  of  the  capitation  clause,  he  felt  it  would 
be  better,  under  present  circumstances,  to  agree 
with  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  not 
insist  upon  their  amendments.  He  felt  satisfied 
that  next  session  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  be  as  anxious  to  introduce  a  capitation 
clause  as  it  was  now  to  oppose  it,  and  there- 
fore he  was  reconciled  to  the  Bill  passing  in  its 
present  form. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Council  doth  not  insist 
upon  its  amendments  in  the  Education  Bill-;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         13 

Noes         10 


Minority  for 


Sir  P.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Ates. 


Mr.  Mantell, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Rupsell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


Noes. 


Captain  Baillie,  Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Peter, 

Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny,     Major  Richmond,  C.B. 
The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
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MANAWATU  LAND  OBBKKS  BILL. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  reuonB 
assigned  by  the  House  of  RepTesentatires  for 
disagreeing  to  the  amendments  made  bj  tlie 
Council  in  clauses  4  and  12. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  mored.  That 
the  Council  doth  not  insist  upon  its  amendments 
in  the  BUI. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Council  doth  not 
insist  upon  its  amendments ;"  upon  which  a 
division  vas  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         11 

Noes         9 


Majority  for 


Colonel  BreU, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Peter, 


ATI8. 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Rnssell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 

Noes. 
Captain  Baillie,  Mr.  Mantell, 

Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  '  Mr.  Menzics, 

Mr.  Hall,  \  Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Holmes,  Dr.  Pollen. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny,  | 
The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
The  Council  ac^oumed  at  five  minutes  to  eleren 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  26th  November,  1877. 


First  Readinf^— Second  Reading— Third  Readings— Bill 
Discharged — Food  and  Drugs  Bill  —  South  Rakaia 
Road  Board  Bill  No.  2— PriTilege— Kaikorai  Valley 
Railway— Financial  Statement— Supply. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

FBAYER3. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  Civil  List  Bill  No.  2, 
Employment  of  Females  Bill,  Queenstown  Water- 
works Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Mining  Companies  Bill,  Food  and  Drugs  Bill, 
Public    Libraries    Bill,   Oamaru   Harbour  Bill, 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Registration  of  Dogs  Bill. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 
Mr.  GIS BORNE,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  Buiil  lie  had  been  requested  to 
take  charge  of  it  by  the  honorable  member  for 
ffon.  Mr.  Holmee 


Coleridge,  who  had  been  engaged  with  him  in 
its  preparation.  He  was  also  indebted  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Barff)  (at 
assistance  with  regard  to  the  Bill.  He  might  saj 
at  once  that  the  present  law  was  quite  insuffi- 
cient to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  food  and 
drugs,  and,  bj  reason  of  the  recent  constitutiontl 
changes,  had  been  rendered  inapplicable  to  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  colony.  The  objfct 
of  the  Bill  was  to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  food 
and  drugs,  and  the  sale  or  exhibition  for  sale  of 
adulterated  or  unwholesome  food  or  drug^  of  aoj 
kind.  It  was  founded  on  the  English  Act  of 
1872.  There  was  a  later  English  Act,  passed  in 
1875,  but  it  was  of  a  more  complex  character, 
and  was  not  so  applicable  to  this  colony.  The 
Act  of  1872  was  for  some  time  not  so  effectire  as 
it  was  desired  to  be,  but  it  was  rendered  more 
effective  bj  a  judicial  interpretation  given  to  one 
of  the  clauses,  and  if  this  Bill  were  passed  the 
same  interpretation,  he  presumed,  would  be  girai 
to  its  clauses.  In  addition  to  providing  penalties 
for  adulteration,  it  provided  that  the  analjsts 
who  were  to  be  appointed  under  the  Act  should 
report  annually.  It  might  be  said  that  the  cost 
of  appointing  analysts  would  be  great ,  but  he  in- 
tended to  propose  a  clause  in  Committee  provid- 
ing that  the  Act  should  only  be  brought  mto 
operation,  by  Proclamation,  in  those  districti 
where  such  an  Act  was  desired.  There  was  al- 
ready a  Colonial  Analyst,  and  there  were  other 
analysts  with  whom  arrangements  might  be  made 
for  the  analysis  of  articles  submitted  to  them. 
He  did  not  think  any  reasonable  cost  would  be 
objected  to  when  it  was  considered  that  the  Act 
was  designed  specially  to  protect  the  pubUc  In 
the  latest  edition  of' a  work  by  Dr.  Hassall,  an 
eminent  authority  on  the  question  of  adultera- 
tion, the  subject  of  its  importance  was  tlius  aWy 
summed  up : — 

"The  subject  of  adulteration  is  undoubted!/ 
one  of  such  high  importance  that  it  may  fairly 
engage  the  earnest  thoughts  of  the  financier,  the 
sanitarian,  and  the  moralist. 

"  The  financier,  because  it  involves  to  a  laixe 
extent  considerations  of  profit  and  loss:  profit 
to  the  manufacturer  and  seller  of  adulterated 
articles,  and  loss  to  the  consumer  and  the  revenue. 

"The  sanitarian,  because  some  of  the  articles 
employed  in  adulteration  are  of  an  exceedingly 
injurious  character,  and  calculated  to  affect  ma- 
terially the  public  health. 

"  And  the  moralist,  since  the  practice  of  adul- 
teration involves  deception,  and  even  fraud. 

"Adulteration  is,  therefore,  a  great  national 
question,  closely  affecting  the  pocket  of  the  con- 
sumer, the  revenue,  and  the  health  and  morals  of 
the  people." 

In  order  to  show  how  prevalent  adulteration 
was  in  the  United  Kingdom — and  of  course,  as 
we  imported  largely  from  the  Home  countay, 
adulterated  articles  were  likely  to  find  their  way 
into  consumption  here — he  would  read  another 
extract  from  Dr.  Hassall's  work,  which  was  as 
follows : — 

"  The  following  particulars  will  serve  to  convey 
some  idea  of  the  great  prevalence  of  adulteration: 
During  the  course  of  the  six  years  from  1850 
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to  1856  the  author  examined  orer  3,000  samples 
of  the  principal  articles  of  consumption,  as  well 
as  many  drugs,  and  the  one  great  result  of  this 
extended  experience  went  to  proVe  that  during 
those  years  there  were  few  articles  of  consump- 
tion the  adulteration  of  which  was  practicable, 
and  which,  at  the  same  time,  could  bo  rendered 
profitable,  which  were  not  extensively  subjected 
to  adulteration. 

"Since  the  period  referred  to  he  has  analyzed 
some  thousands  of  additional  samples,  with  the 
gratifying  result  that  adulteration  does  not  now 
prcTail  to  anytliing  liiie  its  former  extent,  this 
result  being  duo  to  several  causes — to  the  ex- 
posures made  for  so  long  a  period  in  the  Laiicet ; 
to  the  increased  facilities  for  detecting  adultera- 
tion ;  to  the  several  inquiries  into  the  subject 
by  Parliamentary  Committees ;  and  to  tlie  Acts 
which  have  been  passed  dealing  with  the  subject." 

He  hoped  that  the  Hou?e  would  consent  to 
the  Bill  being  passed.  The  Bill  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Government,  who  had  made  a  few 
alterations,  but  those  alterations  were  for  the  most 
part  of  a  technical  character,  and  he  was  willing 
to  adopt  them.  He  believed  that  if  this  Act 
w«re  passed  it  would  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
Qovernment  the  means  of  effecting  a  great  social 
reform,  especially  in  regard  to  the  vice  of  intem- 
perance. He  thought  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui  (Mr.  Fox)  would  admit  that  drunken- 
ness would  be  very  much  decreased  if  they  could 
stop  the  adulteration  of  liquor.  With  those  few 
remarks,  he  would  submit  the  Bill  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House. 

Mr.  FOX  did  not  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  who  last  spoke  when  he  salid  that  tlie 
adulteration  of  liquor  was  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  drunkenness.  There  was  great  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  adulteration  question.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Travers), 
a  few  years  ago,  mored  for  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  question  of  adulteration  of  liquor, 
and  the  result  was  that  it  was  found  that  tnere 
was  no  great  amount  of  adulteration  practised 
in  the  hotels  in  this  city.  It  was  the  same  at 
Home.  Dr.  Kichardson,  who  was  a  high  autho- 
rity on  sanitary  matters,  had  procured  samples  of 
the  various  liquors  sold,  and  lie  found  that  the 
only  adulteration  that  took  place  was  by  the  ad- 
dition of  water  and  salt  and  a  little  capsicum  to 
tbe  drink.  Mr.  James  Greenwood,  also,  liad 
made  experiments  in  the  same  direction.  He 
visited  some  of  the  lowest  publichouses  in  Lon- 
don, and  all  he  ascertained  was  that  water  and 
salt  were  added  to  the  liquor.  It  was  said  that 
the  adulteration  did  not  take  place  in  the  dis- 
tilleries and  breweries,  but  in  the  publichouses. 
He  did  not  commit  himself  to  either  opinion.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  that  if  adulteration  were  stopped  the 
number  of  drunkards  would  be  diminished.  He 
held  that  it  was  the  alcohol,  and  not  the  adultera- 
tion, that  made  the  drunkards.  But  though  he 
had  no  faith  in  the  honorable  member's  Bill  as  a 
remedy  for  drunkenness,  it  might  be  useful  in  the 
matter  of  food,  and  ho  would  cordially  support  it 
on  that  ground. 

Mr.  BAEFF  );hought  it  was  due  to  himself,  as 


he  had  taken  a  considerable  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter, that  he  should  contradict  some  of  the  state- 
ments which  had  been  made  by  the  last  speaker. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  said  that,  when  an 
attempt  was  made  some  years  ago  to  ascertain 
whether  the  adulteration  of  liquor  was  carried  on 
to  any  great  extent  in  Wellington,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  very  little  adulteration  canned  on. 
He  (Mr.  Barff)  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  facts,  and  he  would  state  them.  In  the  year 
1870  the  present  honorable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Travers)  moved  for  a  Committee 
to  consider  the  whole  matter,  and  instructions 
were  given  by  that  Committee  for  the  production 
of  samples  of  spirituous  liquors,  wines,  and  beer, 
to  be  obtained  from  the  various  publichouses  in 
this  city.  These  samples  were  obtained,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Government  Analyst.  The  result 
of  the  analysis  was  communicated  to  the  Com- 
mittee. It  was  a  singular  fact  that,  out  of  two 
hundred  or  three  hundred  samples  of  liquor 
analyzed,  there  wras  OQly  one  which  was  proved 
not  to  be  adulterated.  That  was,  he  believed,  a 
sample  of  Dunedin  beer.  Then  an  honorable 
member  of  this  House  announced  his  intention 
to  deliver  a  temperance  address  to  the  people  of 
Wellington ;  and  the  question  arose.  What  did 
that  honorable  gentleman  himself  drink  ?  It  was 
found  that  he  diank  either  lemonade,  ginger-beer, 
or  Bodawater,  and  Dr.  Hector's  department  re- 
ported that  there  was  more  poison  in  those  drinks 
than  in  brandy.  In  conclusion,  he  hoped  that 
the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to  pass  through  all  its 
stages. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  read  a  third  time. 

SOUTH  RAKAIA  ROAD  BOARD  BILL  No.  2. 

ADJOUBNRD   DEBATE. 

Mr.  MURRAY- AYNSLEY  said  that,  when  the 
debate  was  interrupted  on  the  last  occasion  (the 
23rd  October)  that  this  Bill  was  before  the  House, 
he  stated  that  there  were  two  meetings  held  in 
the  district,  one  of  twenty  ratepayers  and  the 
other  of  twelve,  which  showed  that  the  feeling  of 
the  ratepayers  was  against  the  Bill.  He  did  not 
desire  to  discuss  the  subject  at  any  length,  but  he 
felt  bound  to  refer  to  a  misapprehension  that  ex- 
isted as  to  the  amount  that  would  be  available 
for  distribution  between  the  two  Road  Boards  if 
No.  1  Bill  were  passed.  Several  members  seemed 
to  be  under  the  impres.-ion  that  the  Mount  Hutt 
District  would  get  £12,000  and  the  other  only 
£750,  and  that  statement  was  said  to  have  been 
made  on  the  authority  of  the  clerk  of  the  South 
Rakaia  Road  Board.  In  order  to  ascertain 
whether  that  statement  was  correct  or  not,  he 
telegraphed  to  the  clerk  of  the  late  South  Rakaia 
Road  Board,  and  received  the  following  reply, 
which  was  dated  the  26th  October : — 

"Ashbnrton,  25th  October,  1877. 

"  The  only  figures  that  I  made  a  statement  on 
were  the  amount  of  money  spent  on  the  upper 
and  lower  sides  of  the  railway  line,  as  shown  by 
the  books.  "  A.  Mackie." 

That  showed  that  the  clerk  of  the  Road  Board 
could  not  have  made  the  statement  that  was 
given  in  his  name — that  the  lower  part  would 
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receive  only  £750  while  the  other  received 
£12,000.  The  fact  was,  that  the  lower  part 
woukl  receive  about  £8,000  ns  against  £4,000. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WASON  moved,  That  the  Chairman  do 
leave  the  chair. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  leave 
the  chair ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ajes 24 

Noes         24 

Ayes. 

Major  Atkinson,  j  Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beetham,  Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Bums,  Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Qibbs,  Captain  Russell, 

Dr.  Henry,  Mr.  Sejmour, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  Manders,  Tellers. 

Mr.  McLean,  Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Moorhouse,  Mr.  Wason. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Ballance,  ,  Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Barff,  Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown,  l  Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour,  ;  Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Dignan,  I  Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Fisher,  |  Mr.  Takamoana, 
Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hamlin,  |  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hodgkinson,  '  Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Jojce,  I 
Mr.  Macandrew,  Tellers. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Mr.  Murray,  .  Mr.  Rees. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Button,  Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Fox,    .  Mr.  Gisborne, 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Teschemakcr, 

Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Rolleston, 

Captain  Kenny,  Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.  Travers, 

Mr.  Whitaker.  Mr.  Larnach. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  did  not  feel  disposed 
to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  reject- 
ing the  Bill,  and  would  therefore  record  his  vote 
with  the  "  Noes,"  in  order  to  give  the  Committee 
further  time  to  consider  it. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

PRIVILEGE. 
Mr.  STOUT.— Referring  to  wliat  took  place 
the  other  afternoon  with  regai*d  to  the  report  of 
a  speech  made  by  Dr.  Wallis  in  Auckland,  I  may 
say  that  I  have  received  the  following  telegram 
from  that  honorable  gentleman :  "  I  pointedly 
deny  having  called  members  in  Wellington 
*  rogues  and  trimmers.* " 

2£r,  Murray- Ay nslejf 


KAIKORAI  VALLEY  RAILWAY. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  BURNS  moved.  That  the  Government  be 
requested  to  make  a  flying  survey  of  a  Hne  of 
railway  from  the  south  end  of  the  Look-out  Point 
Tunnel  on  the  Dunedin  and  Clutha  Railway  up 
the  Kaikorai  Valley,  to  arrange  with  the  landed 
proprietors  and  occupiers  of  the  land  for  per- 
mission to  construct  the  line,  and  lay  full  pa^ 
ticulars  as  to  cost  of  construction,  plans,  &c., 
before  the  House  at  an  early  date  next  session. 
He  had  addressed  the  House  upon  this  subject 
some  months  ago,  and  withdrew  his  resolution  at 
that  time  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  lie 
should  be  entitled  to  bring  it  forward  again  if  be 
thought  fit.  He  was  a  great  advocate  for  com- 
pleting the  railways  in  all  directions,  and  bii 
present  motion  was  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  that  view.  He  did  not  ask  for  much  in  tbe 
meantime,  as  he  merely  requested  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  a  survey  made  of  the  proposed  line, 
and  to  arrange  with  the  proprietors  to  allow  of 
the  railway  being  taken  through  their  lands. 
The  present  was  a  very  favourable  time  for  car- 
rying out  the  work,  because  property  was  fast 
rising  in  value  in  the  locality,  and  if  the  work 
were  put  off  for  any  length  of  time  a  much  larger 
amount  wouUl  have  to  be  expended  on  it.  He 
might  state  that  this  district  was  getting  Tcry 
thickly  populated,  and  he  was  perfectly  sure  that 
the  line  would  pay  handsomely.  The  district 
was  separated  from  Dunedin  by  an  immense 
mountain,  and  there  was  no  proper  access  to  it 
except  over  that  mountain,  which  was  very  steep. 
Many  plans  had  been  tried  to  get  a  road  over  it, 
but  they  had  all  failed.  It  would,  however,  be 
very  easy  to  carry  a  line  of  railway  up  the  Kai* 
korai  Valley  in  the  way  he  suggested — namely,  to 
start  from  the  Dunedin  and  Clutha  line  a  little 
beyond  Caversham,  and  then  run  up  the  val- 
ley for  about  three  miles.  This  railway,  like 
many  other  branch  railways,  would  be  of  great 
service  also  in  making  the  main  line  pay,  by 
acting  as  a  feeder  to  it.  Very  little  money  would 
be  required  to  do  what  he  now  proposed.  An 
engineer  or  surveyor  would  not  take  long  to  go 
over  the  line,  which  was  very  level,  and  the  dis- 
trict certainly  had  a  fair  claim  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  the  survey.  That  was  all  he  asked 
for  now,  and  when  the  survey  was  completed 
and  plans  and  estimates  made  the  Government 
could  come  down  next  session  and  propose  a 
vote  for  the  construction  of  the  line.  Sonae- 
thing  ought  to  be  done  for  the  district,  which 
had  had  very  little  public  money  expended  on 
it,  the  settlers  having  taxed  themselves  for  many 
years  to  make  such  roads  as  they  had.  If  there 
were  better  access  to  Dunedin  by  rail  great  help 
would  be  given  to  many  industries  that  had  been 
started  in  the  district.  There  were,  for  instance, a 
wool  factory,  several  tanneries,  and  other  works  of 
Tarious  dest  riptions  there,  and  a  great  many  more 
would  arise  when  the  railway  was  once  open.  He 
might  state  that  at  the  end  of  the  line  there  was 
now  a  large  cattle  market  being  erected,  which 
of  itself  would  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
country.    He  thought  tlie  proposal  waa  reason- 
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able,  and  hoped  the  Government  would  support 
it.  He  did  not  ask  them  to  set  about  the  work 
immediately,  but  onlj  to  hare  the  surrey  com- 
pleted by  next  session,  so  that  th^  could  then  lay 
plans  and  estimates  before  the  House,  when,  he 
nad  no  doubt,  the  House  would  agree  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  line. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  quite  agreed  with  all  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  said  in  regard  to  the 
importance  of  this  line ;  at  the  same  time  he 
did  not  think  the  Gorernment  could  be  called 
upon  to  undertake  its  construction.  There  would 
be  HO  objection  to  haying  the  surrey  made  during 
the  recess,  but  the  line  was  one  which  might  very 
easily  be  constructed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
District  Railways  Bill. 

Mr.  STOUT  hoped  that,  after  the  assurance 
given  by  the  Minister  for  Lands,  the  honorable 

fentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion.  If  the 
)istrict  Railways  Bill  was  to  be  of  any  good  at 
all,  this  waa  just  one  of  the  lines  to  wnicb  it 
could  be  best  applied.  It  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  complete  the  main  lines  if 
tbey  were  to  be  called  upon  to  construct  branch 
lines  like  this.  He  might  say  he  thought  it  was 
a  great  mistake  that  the  main  line  from  Wai- 
kouaiti  had  not  been  brought  down  this  valley,  as 
it  would  have  opened  up  a  very  fine  country,  and 
would  have  been  constructed  at  much  less  ex- 
pense. As  it  ran  at  present,  it  opened  up  no 
good  land  at  all.  This  line  could  be  constructed 
by  the  owners  of  property  under  the  District 
Railways  Bill.  It  was  therefore  unnecessary  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  should  go  on  with  the 
motion,  and  he  hoped  he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  REID  approTed  of  the  suggestion  of  the 
Minister  for  Lands.  The  Government  might  make 
the  survey,  leaving  it  to  a  company  to  construct 
the  line.  Indeed,  it  was  desirable  that  the  Gk>- 
vemment  should  survey  all  hues  to  be  constructed 
by  companies  under  the  District  Railways  Bill, 
or  else  they  might  find  that  the  best  route  would 
not  always  be  selected.  A  few  large  landowners 
might  manage  to  set  a  line  made  in  such  a 
way  as  not  to  be  so  beneficial  to  the  district  as  it 
might  be  to  their  private  properties. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  pointed  out  that  there 
were  many  other  surveys  which  might  be 
made  as  well  as  this  one.  He  behcTed  that 
under  the  District  Railways  Bill,  of  which  so 
much  had  been  said,  many  parts  of  the  colony 
which  had  received  no  benefit  were  likely  to 
receive,  if  possible,  much  less  benefit.  Who 
was  going  to  make  lines  through  Government 
property  where  there  were  no  lines  at  pre- 
sent? He  looked  upon  tliat  Bill  as  a  penect 
sham.  It  might  be  suited  to  the  South  Island, 
but  it  certainly  was  not  suited  to  the  North 
Island.  If  people  of  the  North  made  any  appli- 
cation of  the  kmd  they  would  be  told,  "  Oh,  you 
have  the  District  Railways  Bill.  Why  do  you 
not  take  advantage  of  its  provisions  ?  "  Wnen 
the  Public  Works  scheme  was  first  submitted, 
lines  were  shown  on  the  maps  which  had  never 
been  surveyed  to  this  moment.  Railway  lines 
stood  there  to  this  day  to  show  how  the  people  of 
this  colony  were  "  done  "  by  that  scheme  which 
induced  them  to  agree  to  the  large  loans  raised 
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by  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  The  Gt)vemment  ought  to 
look  over  those  lines  during  the  recess,  and  see  if 
any  of  them  were  practicable.  There  were  many 
parts  of  the  colony  where  there  was  really  good 
land,  where  a  railway  mieht  pay,  but  where 
nobody  could  undertake  it  but  the  Government. 
He  was  no  advocate  for  such  railways  as  had  been 
constructed  in  the  South.  He  had  never  been 
there,  but  he  knew  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  run 
lines  along'  the  coast,  where  they  were  sure  to 
meet  with  steamboat  competition.  The  railway 
lines  should  go  into  the  centre  of  the  country, 
and  that  was  what  he  would  like  to  see  in  the 
North  of  Auckland.  They  had,  had  a  Railway 
Committee  sitting,  but  so  far  as  the  North  was 
concerned  it  had  done  little  good.  A  report 
from  a  gentleman  in  a  public  office  was  placed 
before  them,  and  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  it  was 
the  most  absurd  thing  he  had  seen  for  a  long 
time.  He  knew  some  part  of  the  country  wen 
with  which  it  dealt,  and  he  was  in  a  position 
to  say  that  the  report  did  not  give  a  proper 
idea  of  that  part  of  the  country.  It  proposed 
to  take  the  hne  through  a  part  of  the  country 
through  which  it  would  be  absurd  to  take  it ;  and 
yet  there  was  another  route  which  passed  over 
from  twenty- two  to  thirty  miles  of  level  countrv. 
If  there  was  such  a  line  the  Gk>vemment  should 
survey  it.  That  would  convince  the  people  that 
the  Government  really  meant  to  do  something 
for  them.  He  would  strongly  urge  upon  the  Gh)- 
vernment  to  look  into  this  question  during  the 
recess,  and  to  instruct  their  engineers  to  survey 
these  lines,  more  especially  the  northern  ones. 
Perhaps  he  might  be  allowed  a  little  of  that 
latitude  which  was  usually  accorded  on  such  occa- 
sions as  this,  to  explain  why  he  supported  the 
Opposition.  There  were  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House  who  were  opposed  to 
measures  to  which  he  was  opposed  himself,  and  he 
had  many  ideas  in  common  with  those  gentle- 
men, but  on  the  best  method  of  carrying  out 
certain  broad  political  principles  he  differed  en- 
tirely from  them.  Take  the  Native  Land  Bill 
introduced  this  year.  That  measure  was  certainly 
not  to  his  liking,  but  it  was  not  to  his  hkine  be- 
cause it  did  not  carnr  out  the  principles  of  free 
trade  thoroughly.  It  did  not  treat  the  Na- 
tives aa  it  treated  the  Europeans,  and  that  was 
what  they  ought  to  do.  Honorable  gentlemen 
who  knew  anything  of  the  Ngapuhis  must 
know  that  for  thirty  years  there  had  not  been 
a  quarrel  with  the  Government  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  They  must  also  know  that  there 
had  never  been  a  case  in  Court  in  which  the 
Natives  complained  of  the  action  of  private  land 
purchasers,  out  there  had  been  cases  in  which 
they  sorely  complained  of  the  action  of  the  GK)* 
vemment  in  land  purchase  transactions.  Now, 
they  formed  a  large  section  of  the  community. 
There  were  ten  or  twelve  thousand  of  them,  and 
those  tribes  more  especially  should,  if  necessary, 
have  exceptional  lejnslation  extended  to  them. 
But  what  did  he  find  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House?  Honorable  gentlemen  saying  that 
the  whole  of  the  Native  waste  lands  ihould  be 
handed  over  to  a  Waste  Lands  Board.  To  do  so 
woidd  be  to  treat  them  as  children.    They  were 
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lo  hate  ro  voice  in  the  matter  except  to  say  that 
it  should  be  sold.  And  it  was  to  be  sold  in  little 
parcels,  in  order  to  create  a  class  of  very  small 
landed  proprielors,  without  apparently  any  re- 
gard being  liad  as  to  its  adaptability  for  the  pur- 
pose. Those  were  the  principles  of  some  honorable 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  He 
looked  upon  this  as  one  of  the  grossest  wrongs 
that  could  be  inflicted,  and  that  was  one  of  the 
things  which  would  keep  him  on  the  Opposition 
bcncho?.  But  he  had  another  greater  reason, 
which  he  would  illustrate  by  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Premier.  That  honorable  gentle- 
man had,  during  a  long  official  life,  been  rery 
well  known  to  persons  who  studied  colonial  his- 
tory. During  all  his  life  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  struggled  hard,  honestly,  he  (Sir  R.  Douglas) 
beliered,  for  what  he  called  the  rights  of  the 
people.  But  their  ideas  of  what  constituted  the 
people  were  very  diflcrent.  The  "people,"  accord- 
ing to  his  (Sir  R.  Douglas's)  idea,  were  those  who 
were  bound  to  the  country  by  strong  ties,  and 
were  unable,  in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
to  leaTO  it.  Ue  did  not  look  upon  men  who 
could  put  their  bag  of  tools  upon  their  back  and 
go  elsewhere  as  the  "  people  '*  of  the  country.  He 
looked  to  the  men  who  had  bought  land  here,  who 
had  children  growing  up  beside  them,  and  to 
whom  it  meant  ruin  if  the  country  came  to  ruin. 
Those  were  the  "  people  "  whose  interests  should  be 
studied.  Now  he  found  the  Premier  goine  in  for 
representation  according  to  population .  What  did 
that  mean  ?  It  practically  meant  this :  that  those 
persons  of  whom  he  had  just  spoken  should  be 
unrepresented.  He  held  that  there  were  three 
olMtes  in  the  colony.  There  was  the  class  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent,  the  class  of  which  he  had 
just  spoken  }  there  was  the  artisan  class,  who 
formed  the  mass  of  the  population  in  the  towns  ; 
and  there  was  the  moneyed  class.  Now,  as  he 
happened  to  belong  to  the  first  class,  the  essen- 
tially country  settlers,  he  objected  to  being 
swamped  by  those  of  the  second  class ;  but,  if 
the  Premier's  ideas  of  representation  according 
to  population  were  given  effect  to,  the  country 
members  might  as  well  remain  at  home,  for 
they  would  hare  no  chance  in  that  Houses  He 
should  therefore  oppose  any  system  of  repre- 
sentation based  upon  population  alone.  He  had 
risen  merely  to  point  out  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  Goyernment  benches  the  rea- 
sons which  caused  him  to  act  in  opposition  to 
them ;  but  he  would  at  the  same  time  reply  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  who,  on  a 
former  occasion,  had  said 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
must  not  refer  specifically  to  a  statement  which 
was  made  in  a  previous  debate. 

Sir  R.  DOUaLAS  would  bow  to  Mr.  Speaker's 
ruling,  but  nevertheless  he  would  say  that  the 
remarks  he  had  referred  to  wero  very  annoying 
to  him.  He  would  only  say  that  honorable 
gentlemen  should  always  remember  that  there 
were  two  sides  to  a  question,  and  that  both 
should  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  £.  BROWN  understood  that  the 
Minister  for  Lands  had  promised  that  a  surrey 
of  the  line  under  consideration  should  be  made. 
Sir  £.  Douglcu 


He  hoped  that  if  a  survey  were  made  it  would 
be  only  a  flying  survey.  The  cost  of  surveying 
lines  of  railway  was  very  great,  and  he  thought 
that,  if  the  Q<>yemment  undertook  to  do  that 
which  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri 
recommended — namely,  to  make  surveys  of  all 
district  railways—  they  would  be  pledging  them- 
selves to  a  large  expenditure  of  money  for  the 
benefit  of  private  companies.  He  held  that  the 
private  companies  should  make  their  own  soi^ 
veys. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  there  was  alwajt 
some  reason  for  every  speech  that  was  made 
in  the  House,  whether  it  was  long  or  short,  tire- 
some or  to  the  point.  The  reason  for  tha 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden 
seemed  to  be  to  explain  why  he  was  in  opposition ; 
but  the  Q-ovemment  did  not  want  to  know  why 
that  was  the  case.  He  hoped  that  no  more  time 
would  be  lost,  but  that  the  House  would  at  once 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply.  As  he  heard  de- 
bate after  debate  on  the  financial  question  be 
became  more  mystified,  and  understood  teas  of  the 
question.  After  a  three  or  four  hours*  discussion 
on  the  question  in  the  House,  he  generally  went 
away  knowing  less  about  it  than  ever.  The 
Premier  had  not  given  any  promise  to  deal  with 
representation  this  session,  but  the  Qovemment 
would  probably  deal  with  it  next  session.  In  the 
meantime  he  would  ask  the  House  to  proceed 
with  the  business. 

Mr.  REES  would  point  out  that  if  this  motion 
were  carried  the  Government  would  be  pledged 
to  make  arrangements  with  the  landowners.  He 
hoped  the  motion  would  be  negatived. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  better  to  strike  out  all  the  words  after 
the  word  "  Valley."  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  not  withdraw  the  motion,  he  would  be 
prepared  to  move  an  amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  BURNS  did  not  wish  that  the  Gorem- 
ment  should  spend  a  lot  of  money  on  these  sur- 
veys. All  that  he  wanted  was  that  the  Qt)Tem- 
ment  should  get  the  right  to  run  through  the 
lands  of  private  persons,  so  that,  if  necessary, 
they  could  make  lines  through  such  properties. 
His  only  object  was  to  get  a  survey  made,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  it  would  be 
advisable  to  make  lines  through  the  properties  of 
private  persons.  He  could  not  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida. 

Motion  negatived. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Comniittee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  MURRAY  said,— Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government.  I  do  not  propose  to  ofier  any  apo- 
logy for  the  policy  which  has  been  announced 
by  the  Government.  They  are  quite  able  to 
speak  for  themselves,  and  they  have  not  thought 
fit  to  ofier  any  apology  whatever.  I  was  rather 
surprised  that  the  honorable  member  who  is  now 
leader  of  the  Opposition  should  haye  been  so 
injudicious  as  to  come  forward  with  a  want-of- 
confidenee  motion  before  he  heard  the  Statement 
of  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer.     I  was  more 
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Burprised  still  that  that  honorable  gentleman 
should  claim  the  support  of  honorable  members — 
particularly  the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Curtis), 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  Citj 
(Mr.  Travers).  I  was  also  surprised  that  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Grey  Valley  (Mr. 
Woolcock),  who  had  declared  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  a  change  in  the  incidence  of  tax- 
ation was  absolsitoly  necessaiy,  should  bo  the 
staunch  supporter  of  the  late  Government,  which 
declared  that  the  time  had  not  arrived.  I  was 
surprised  at  the  want  of  logic  which  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  displayed  when  he  showed 
that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  £240,000  by  the 
Statement  of  the  present  Treasurer  after  ab- 
sorbing the  Land  Fund.  Well,  that  was  surely 
a  very  grave  commentary  upon  the  management 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  himself.  It  proves 
that  he  left  things  in  such  a  deplorable  mess  that 
there  is  now  a  deficiency  of  £240,000.  He 
could  not  have  seen  that  it  would  tell  so  strongly 
against  himself.  Now,  Sir,  what  is  the  cause 
of  that  deficiency?  The  lionorable  gentleman 
has  told  us  that  there  was  ample  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  country.  Well,  if  that  is  the  case, 
how  is  it  that  there  is  now  a  deficiency  of 
£240,000?  I  find  the  revenue  and  expenditure, 
takinff  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer's  estimate, 
would  be — 

AJtkiiuonU  Statement,  1877-78. 


Bevenne— 

Ordinary      

Incidental 

Land  rents,  licenses,  &o. . 
Railways      

Goldflelda 

Total  of  Bevenuo 


1,636,710 

27,000 

147,626 

600,460 


2,410,686 
72,000 


£2.482,686 


Ezpenditare— 
•Ordinary     

Gold  Fields 

Crown  lands  administration,  £3&fi^;  mis- 
ceUaneons,  £16,160:  total.  £38.408,  of 
which  iS^,408  charge  against  sales,  and, 
say,  against  ordinary 

Extra  capitation  nnder  Vacation  Act 

Depreciation  on  railways,  boildinga,  and  in- 
surance, say       ,     

Bailway  ordinary  expenditure 


10,000 
20,000 

72,000 
434,143 


Total  of  Expenditure £2,801,926 

Supplementary  iistimates— Provincial  liabili- 
ties, uoauthorixed,  &c.,  proportion,  recur- 
rent, and  yearly,  say    188,660 

Ordinary  Expenditure  2,090,486 

Ordinary  Bevenue        2,462,666 


Deficit      £507,801 

This  deficit,  however,  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  reduces  by  not  providing  for  railway 
depreciation, as  above  ;  by  the  unexpended  balance 
of  Treasury  bills,  which,  by  the  mysterious  pro- 
cess called  "  savings,'*  converts  a  liability  into  an 
apparent  surplus ;  and  by  confiscating  £167,000 
from  the  Land  Fund  of  Canterbury  and  Otago  as 
a  moiety  of  arrears  of  interest  on  constructed  rail- 
ways. I  will  now  take  in  the  total  receipts  of  the 
colony  from  the  ordinary  revenue  and  from  land 
•ales.  He  estimated  the  land  sales  at  £743,000, 
and  I  have  estimated  them  at  £800,000 ;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  amount  will  be  realized,  con- 


sidering the  numerous  and  extensive  endowments 
made  this  session,  and  if  the  Land  Bill  becomes 
law.  More  than  half  that  amount  was  realized 
(rom  land  receipts  in  the  Canttrbury  Province 
during  the  last  quarter.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  estimated  the  land  sales  at  a  very  much 
higher  amount. 

BXCXIPTS  VBOM  ALL  SOUECXS. 

E$timated  Bevenue — Atkineon'e  Statement. 
Receipts,  1877-78—  £ 

Ordinary  c rnsolidated  revenne  1,035,710 

Bailway        ...        600,460 

Land  Fund,  territorial — 
Rents.  Ac,    ^^147,623;    sales,  sav,  £800,000 
(Atkinson,  ^^13,000) ;  gold  fields,  £72,000    1,019,625 


Arrears    of   railway    interest — Canterbury, 
£68,000;   Otago,  £109,000     


Surplus,  30th  June,  1877 

„       landsalee  ... 
Balance  of  loan 


£148,220 
116,646 
46,888 


3,255,686 

167.000 

3,422,685 


309,764 

£3,732^ 

EzrnmiTUM.  £ 

Estimated  expenditure  (Atkinson)    2,193,783 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £198,667;  gold 
fields  rerenue,  to  Natires  and  Local  Gk>- 
vemmenta,  £72,000 ;  deficit  for  extra  capi- 
tation,   10b.,   under  Education  Act,  sav, 

£20,000     290,667 

Bailway,  £434,143 ;  depreciation,  insurance, 
&c.,  say,  £72.000 606,148 

2,990,4«S 


Supplementary £161,686 

Unauthorized        36,286 

Provincial  liabilities      661,044 


818,016 


Estimated  expenditure  3,838.608 

Balances  and  estimated  receipts     3,732.439 

Deficit      £106,068 

—besides  £191,100  (page  9  of  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates); or  in  all  £2V7.169  required  over  and  above 
balances  and  ordinary  and  extraordinary  receipts. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  Statement  of  tho 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  for  the  present,  and  will 
refer  to  the  rival  Statement  of  the  present 
Colonial  Treasurer.  At  page  12  of  the  State- 
ment he  gires  the  apparent  surplus  of  consoli- 
dated revenue,  30th  June,  1877,  at  £148,220. 
He  estimates  that  the  land  revenue  for  the 
current  year  will  amount  to  £1,100,000,  or 
£150,000  higher  than  I  have.  '  Then  there  is  a 
balance  of  £115,646  from  land  sales  to  SOth  June, 
1877,  and  a  balance  of  loan,  £45,888,  or,  in  dl, 
£459,754,  which  cannot  be  reasonably  regarded 
as  revenue  for  the  year,  and  will  leave  only 
£73,909  as  amount  distributable  to  counties  and 
Eoad  Boards,  instead  of  £333,663.  It  is  difficult 
to  arrive  at  an  estimate  of  the  land  revenue, 
seeing  that  it  is  proposed  by  the  Government  to 
only  impound  the  land  revenue  from  the  1st 
January.  I  do  not  know  how  they  can  get  suf« 
fioient  land  revenue  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  seeing  that  the  land  sales  in  Canterbury 
have  been  so  very  large  last  half-year,  and 
are  not  likely  to  be  so  largb  again,  unless  they 
absorb  the  whole  land  revenue  for  the  twelve 
months.  I  will  now  show  what  each  province 
would  enjoy  by  the  generalization  of  the  Land 
Fund,  supposing  that  the  Treasurer  impounds,  as 
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I  fear  will  be  needed,  the  whole  from  the  30th 
of  June,  instead  of  from  the  Slst  of  December, 
and  taking  the  actual  receipts  of  last  jear  for 
our  guidance : — 

BTATBicnrr  showing  effect  of  Mr.  Luutaob's 
proposal. 

AookUad  :— 

£130,600 


118  880 

'l04  SoUfdies  SC  p«r  cent,  of  Land  Fund 

froM. 

118,984  ToUrobargM. 
Lm  631  Land  Fond,  30th  June,  1877. 

if  118,463  Dafloit  to  ba  made  up  bj  oolonj. 

TaranaU,  B«T«na«  reoeired  :— 
Ch»rgM       £30,134       Land  r«T«na«...  £13,806 
80  per  cent.     3,630       Total  ohargM  ...    31,673 

£31,673       Dr.  to  oolonj  ...  £18,077 

Wellington,  Yearns  Rereniie  reoeired  to  80Ui  Anaiut,  1877: 
Chargee       £88,636       Land  rerenue  ...  £30,006 
30  per  cent.     6,801       Total  chargee  ...    04,437 

£H4S7       Dr.  ta  eolonj  ...    66,481 


Hawke'i  Baj  :— 
Chargee       £33,661 
30  per  cent.     3,000 


Land  reTenna . 
Total  eh»rgei . 


£10,407 
36,660 


£36,660       Dr.  to  eolonj ...  £16,163 


Veleon:-> 
Charges       £38,380 
30  per  cent.     1,361 


Land  rerenae  . 
Total  chargee  . 


£6,760 

30,681 


10,681       Dr.  to  eolonj ...  £33,833 


Marlborough:— 
Chargee       £16,630 
20  per  cent.     1,166 


Landrerenne ...   £6,830 
Total  charge*  ...    17,706 


£17,706       Dr.  to  oolonj  ...  £11,066 


Canterbnrj  :— 
Chargee     £183.174 
30  per  cent.  137,600 


Land  rerenne    £688,347 
Total  charges...    860,873 


£860,873       Cr.  bj  oolonj 


£487,474 


Weetlaad:— 
Charges       £31,004 
80  per  cent.        761 


Land  rerenne . 
Total  chargee  . 


£3,800 
88,766 


£88,766       Dr.  to  oolonj  ...  £88,046 

Otago  and  Bonthland  :— 

£806,100  Betimatad  rerenua. 
113,133  Old  subsidiec. 


188,078  Charges. 
46,687  80  per  cent,  subsidies. 

880.606 

883,630  Aotoal  reraana. 

£3,134        Or.  b J  oolonj 


3,134 

Dr.  to  oolonj  £881,068 

Cr.  bj  eolonj  £430,606 

Loss  to  Otago  and  Canterbnrj £430,608 

Gain  to  other  Prorinoes 881,068 

Gain  to  ths  Ganaral  Ooranuaent       ...    £148,660 

Non.— The  Land  Fund  is  quoted  from  the  Betun  for 
Tear  ending  30th  June,  1877.    Paper,  C.~l,  1877. 

Mr,  Murray 


It  will  be  seen  that  under  the  proposal  Canter- 
bury will  receire  £137,699,  and  gire,  oTer  and 
above  estimated  charges,  a  sum  of  £427,474  to 
the  consolidated  revenue.  These  are  the  figures, 
which  honorable  members  can  refer  to,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  substantiate  them.  I  do  not  beliere 
that  the  proposal  is  altogether  satlsfactoiy  to  the 
country.  The  honorable  member  for  Eemont 
proposed  two  ways  of  making  up  his  deficit— by 
absorbing  the  Una  revenue,  in  an  indirect,  thier- 
ing  way,  and  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— The  honorable  member  may 
say  "  No."  There  is  no  use  in  trying  to  oonvince 
the  honorable  member  for  Bgmont,  who  will  say 
"No"  although  he  has  the  facta  and  official 
returns  before  him.  I  repeat,  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  makes  up  the  deficiency  by 
proceeds  of  land  sales  and  by  Treasury  bills.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  makes  up  his  deficiency  by 
selling  the  public  estate.  Neither  of  these  pro- 
posals, I  apprehend,  has  that  character  of  stability 
which  we  should  desire  in  our  finance.  I  believe 
we  must  meet  our  difficulties  in  some  more  satis- 
factory way  than  by  increasing  our  indebtedness 
or  sacrificing  our  public  estate.  To  a  limited 
extent,  no  doubt,  we  shall  require  to  make  some 
sacrifice  of  land  for  revenue.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  colony,  drifting,  as  it  has  been  for  years,  into 
difficultv,  to  meet  its  engagements  witnout  soma 
encroacnment  on  its  public  estate.  Now,  what 
I  propose  would  be  this :  that  we  should  take 
the  whole  of  the  rents  and  licenses  and  make 
them  colonial  rerenne;  that  we  should  put  40 

fer  oent.  of  the  land  sales  into  the  Consolidated 
und ;  that  we  should  pay  30  per  oent.  gross  to 
the  local  authorities,  in  accordance  with  clause 
60  of  the  Waste  Land  Act,  as  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Rangitikei  (Mr.  Balhuice); 
and  that  we  should  put  30  per  oent.  gross  to  the 
Public  Works  Account,  to  meet  the  charges  on 
railways  and  other  public  works  connected  there- 
with. I  will  endeavour  to  show  how  this  would 
work  out,  taking  the  estimates  of  revenue  as  al- 
ready stated : — 

EsnMAna— PaorosiXi  No.  S. 
Beceipts—  B  £ 

Consolidated  revenue  (Atkinson)    ...  1,635,710 

Contribution  from  Land  Fund — 
Sales,  North  Island,  40  p.  cent.,  saj  30,000 
Bents,  &c.,    „  all  ...      1,000 


Sales,  Middle  Island,  40  p.  oent.,  ssj  300,000 
Bents,  licenses,  &c.,  all,  saj         ...  146,625 


S1,0 


Oold  fields  revenue 


fiailwaj  reoeipts    ...  ...  ...  000,450 

Deficit  interest  and  depreciation  ac- 
count at  6  per  cent.,  receipta  in  aid — 
ao  p.  oent.  land  sales,  M.  Island    225.000 
80       ,,  „  N.      „  16,000 

Deficit  to  be  made  up  bj  contribution 
for  arrears  of  interest  bj  B.  and  C, 
or  bj  taxation,  or  loan    ...  ...    24,803 

Local  bodies  under  dause  00,  **  Waste 
Lands  Act,  1877  "— 
80  p.  oent.,  Umd  sales,  K.  Island    16.000 
80       „  „  M.    „        225.000 


416.525 
72,000 

2,176,236 


864,848 


240,000 
£8,180^078 
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EnMnditare—  £ 

OrdiiiMT  3,160.931 

MiMMlUoeoaa         33.662 

2,193,783 
LeM  interest  debited  to  B&ilwftj 
Aooount        368,700 

Extra  for  edaestion  capitation,  saj  20,000 
Department  of  Crown  Lands  ...  198,667 
Gold  fields  rerenoe  to  local  bodies         72,000 

Bailwaj  Aoconnt  ezpenditore— 

Ordinary         434,143 

Interest  and  depreciation  at  6  p.  cent.— 

On  £6,000,000,  Middle  Island 

On  £2,178,966,  North       „ 

Local  foreming  bodies — 
80  per  cent.  Land  Fond  under 
section  60,  **  Waste  Lands  Act, 
1877"— 

North  Island  16,000 

Middle  Island        226,000 

Sorplns     ... 


1,835,083 


290,567 


430,700 


864,843 


240,000 
49,685 


£3,280,078 


There  would  still  be  a  sum  of  £24,394  required 
to  make  up  the  doficien(nr  in  the  Boilwaj  Ac- 
count, of  which  Account  I  will  furnish  a  state- 
ment : — 

Dr.— Bailway  Aooonnt —  £ 

Beoeipts  ordinary  ... 

Beoeipts  in  aid,  30  per  cent.,  land  sales  240,000 
Deficit,  from  part  arrears  of  interest — 
Otago  and  Canterbory     ...  ...    24,393 

Or,  in  fatnre,  deflcit^  may  be  made 
good  fromincome  and  property  tax. 

Cr. — Bailway  Aooonnt— 
Expenditure,  ordinary 
Depreciation  and  interest,  6  per*oent. — 


£ 

600,460 


264,393 
£864.843 


Middle  Island,  on  £5.000,000        ^ 
"      *  on  £2,178,965        S 


North 


£864,&43 


I  will  now  refer  to  the  ordinary  and  general 
expenditure  under  mj  proposal : — 

BsmcAns,  1877-78. 
Beceipts—  £  £ 

Consolidated  rcTenue  (Atkinson)    ...  1,636,710 

Contributions  ftotn.  Land  Fund — 
Bales,  North  Island,  40  p.  cent.,  say   20.000 
Bents,  &c.,    „      say        1,0-^^ 


Sales,  Middle  Island,  40 p.  cent.,  say  300,000 
Bents,  &c.,    „     say        146,626 


Gold  fields  rerenne 


21,000 

446,626 
72,000 


Bailway  receipts.  Bar  ...  ...600,410 

Deficit,  interest,  and  depredation  ac- 
count at  6  per  cent.,  from  which 
deducting  surplus  earning  leares— 
Middle  Island,  say.  3i  per  cent. 

on  £6,000,000  161,393 

North  Island,  say  5^  per  cent,  on 
£2,178,966 113,000 

(To  be  deducted  from  Bailway  Account  264^393) 


2,175,236 


864,843 


Local  goramment  bodies— 
30 p.  cent,  on  land  sales,  N.  Island    16,000 
30       „  „         M.      „       226,000 


3,010,078 


240,000 
£3,280^078 


Expenditure- 
Ordinary 
Miscellaneous 


£ 
2,169.931 
33.862 


Extra  capitation,  Education  Bill ... 
Department  of  Crown  Lands,  Surveys,  &c.... 
Gold  fields  rerenue,  Natires         ...  4,600 

Counties,  Boroughs         ...  ...        67,500 


2,193,783 

20.000 

198,667 


72,000 

2,484,350 
Bailway  Account — 
Ordinary  expenditure  and  maintenance    ...      434^143 
Depreciation,  as  allowed  in  No.  1  Statement       72,000 
Interest  being  included  in  Consolidated  Ac- 
count. I- 

2,990,403 
Localised  Land  Fund— 
30  per  cent,  gross  of  sales  to  meet  re- 
current expenditure  in  Supplementary 
Estimates,  and  Frorincial  liabilities  ...      240,000 

Expenditure 
Beoeipts 

Surplus 


3,230,493 
3,280,078 

£40.665 


In  the  abore  Statement,  in  order  to  see  dearly 
the  transactions  of  the  year,  I  have  not  included 
either  the  balances  or  liabilities  of  the  previous 
year.  A  proposal  has  been  made  to  lease  the 
railways,  and,  as  far  as  detached  sections  are  con- 
cerned, I  think  it  would  be  a  yery  wise  course 
to  take.  The  expense  of  working  these  small 
sections  is  rery  great,  and  the  results  are  unsatis- 
factory. We  haye  to  keep  up  a  large  staff  of 
OTerseers  ;  and  I  belieye  tne  public  interest  and 
the  Treasury  also  would  be  better  seryed  if  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  private  indiyiduals.  But 
the  larger  lines,  such  as  those  in  Canterbury  and 
Otago,  ought,  I  think,  to  be  managed  under  one 
general  system.  I  belieye  in  haying  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  hands  of  one  responsible  indiyi- 
dual.  Let  him  be  as  far  as  possible  unfettered, 
just  as  men  in  extensiye  private  ooncems  place 
managers  of  departments,  and  say  to  them,  '*  H 
you  give  us  satisfaction  you  shall  continue ;  but, 
if  not,  you  must  go."  In  regard  to  this  Kailway 
Account,  I  should  say  that  for  the  present  year 
we  may  require  to  adopt  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer's expedient,  and  look  to  Canterbury  and 
Otago  for  £24,898  of  the  £167,000  which  the 
late  Treasurer  wanted  to  seize ;  but  for  the  future 
any  deficiency  in  railway  funds  should  be  made 
up  by  a  tax  upon  income  and  property.  If  there 
sbomd  then  be  a  surplus  after  meeting  the 
charges,  the  money  would  be  available  for  new 
worlu.  I  will  next  refer  to  the  District  Bail- 
ways  BiU,  and  the  important  work  of  constructing 
branch  lines.  I  believe  it  would  be  more  satis- 
hc^Tj  if  the  Gbyemment  were  to  guarantee  2 
per  cent,  in  the  first  instance,  and  for  the  local 
bodies  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  The  late  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  in  his  Financial  Statement,  says, 
"  Our  net  public  debt  is  eieht  and  half  times 
our  revenue,  or,  if  we  include  our  income  from 
land  sales,  our  public  debt  is  equal  to  six  times 
our  revenue,  while  the  public  debt  of  England  is 
more  than  ten  times  the  amount  of  her  revenue." 
Let  us  follow  out  Uiose  figures.  Even  taking  the 
comparison  on  those  grounds,  the  revenue  of 
Great  Britain  is  £76,000,000,  and  her  public  debt 
£720,000,000,  so  that  it  is  not  ten  times  the 
revenue.    But  that  is  not  a  fair  way  to  put  it.    I 
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find  the  public  debt  of  Great  Britain  in  1861 
was  £801,808,601,  and  it  bad  been  reduced  to 
£720,036,715  in  1875,  showing  a  reduction  of 
£80,000,000.  The  honorable  gentleman's  debt 
exhibits  no  decrease,  but  an  inrariable  increase, 
80  that  the  comparison  is  not  just.  The  public 
debt  of  England  is  £22  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation, and  the  debt  charge  is  £27,215,000,  in- 
cluding £5,173,000  terminable  annuities,  which 
may  verj  well  be  put  against  our  public  debt 
Sinking  Fund.  That  shows  only  a  yearly  debt 
charge  in  Great  Britain  of  15s.  9a.  per  head  of  the 
popidatioD,  and  the  revenue  of  Great  Britain  is 
£2  6s.  per  head.  Our  population  is  now  about 
450,000,  including  Maoris,  and  the  tax  is  £3  per 
head,  while  the  debt  charge  is  £2  5s.  6d.  per 
head,  and  the  debt  is  about  £44,  or  double  the 
debt  per  head  on  the  population  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BEID. — Does  that  include  the  railways  in 
Great  Britain  ? 

Mr.  MURRAY.— No ;  but  there  is  this  great 
difference  :  that  the  railways  of  Great  Britain  are 
the  property  of  the  people.  All  our  debt  for 
railways  is  due  to  foreign  capitalists,  but  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  pay  one  to  another,  while 
the  interest  on  our  debt  goes  out  of  the  country. 
Coming  nearer  home,  I  find  that  in  "Victoria  the 
taxation  is  38s.  per  head,  and  the  debt  £21  per 
head.  The  debt  in  that  colony  has  increased 
nearly  £4,000,000  in  four  ™r8,  and  is  now 
£17,000,000.  In  New  South  Wales  the  taxation 
per  head  is  296.,  the  debt  £18  13s.  per  head,  and 
the  total  debt  £11,751,000  against  our  debt  of 
£20,000,000.  If  we  now  turn  to  the  exports  and 
imports  of  the  respectiye  colonies,  we  shall  find 
that  the  expoits  of  New  South  Wales  are  within 
half  a  million  of  their  imports ;  that  in  Victoria 
the  imports  exceed  the  exports  by  £1,105,967  j 
whereas  by  the  statistics  before  me  our  exports  are 
£5,476,749  against  £6,894,380  imports.  But  I 
would  here  point  out,  as  I  did  last  year,  an  error 
in  the  mode  of  computing  the  exports  of  wool. 
The  wool  was  computed  at  Is.  4d.  a  pound,  and 
that  error  has  been  perpetuated  in  making  the 
present  statement.  That  would  make  the  esti- 
mate, at  lOd.  per  pound,  £2,494,000  instead  of 
£3,395,816,  or  an  OTer-estimate  of  £901,816.  I 
estimate  the  price  of  wool  to  net  lOd.  a  pound 
to  the  station-masters.  That  will  show  the  actual 
exports  to  be  £4,574,933,  showing  a  deficiency 
between  the  exports  and  imports  of  £2,319,447. 
We  shall  find  this  deficiency  accounted  for  under 
the  head  of  mortgages,  and  that  is  one  of  the 
ways  in  which  foreign  capital  is  coming  into  New 
Zealand  for  investment.  If  this  were  a  legitimate 
kind  of  in?estment,  it  would  be  so  much  money 
coming  into  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony ;  but  these  mortgages  show  that  we  are  not 
only  borrowing  as  a  Go?emment,  but  that  we  are 
also  borrowing  privately  to  a  very  large  extent. 
This  will  make  things  appear  to  go  on  pros- 
perously as  long  as  the  money  is  coming  in,  and 
will  enable  us  to  balance  our  exchanges;  but  it 
has  an  ominous  appearance  to  find  the  mortgage 
debt  of  the  colony  increased  by  £2,580,794  during 
the  past  year.  I  will  now  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  question  of  the  Native  lands.  I  have 
sketched  out  a  few  ideas  which  I  think  mighty 
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with  advantage,  be  embodied  in  a  BOl,  •booUl 
such  a  policy  as  I  advocate  ever  be  adopted.  They 
are  these : — 

"Native  lands  to  be  surveyed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  cost  charged  as  a  lien  against  price 
thereof. 

"The  cost  of  administration  and  determining 
titles  to  be  paid  by  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

"  When  bought  by  private  persons  other  than 
Maoris,  the  land  to  be  subject  to  five  yearly  pay- 
ments, at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
the  unimproved  value,  payable  by  the  hnjer  to 
the  local  governing  body. 

"  When  bought  by  Government,  no  such  charge 
to  be  made  for  local  governing  body,  or  cost  of 
survey,  but  the  land  should  be  treated  as  ordinsiy 
waste  lands. 

"Titles  to  be  determined  and  decided  by  a 
Judge  or  Commissioner  either  in  Court  or  on  the 
ground,  aided  and  advised  by  two  or  more  paid 
Native  Assessors  (not  having  the  right  to  vote), 
who  shall  be  elected  by  the  Natives  within  the 
district  over  which  the  Judge  or  Commissioner 
presides. 

"  The  Court  of  Appeal  to  be  the  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  district,  aided  by  one  or 
more  of  the  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court. 

"  In  awarding  lands  the  Commissioner  should 
secure  definition  of  interests  and,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, individualization  of  title. 

"The  Commissioner  or  Judge  should  make  a 
sufficiency  of  inalienable  reserves  for  residences 
and  cultivations  of  Natives. 

"They  should  also  have  power  to  permit  the 
Native  owners  to  make  reservations,  and  jdaoe 
the  same  under  the  management  of  the  Trust 
Commissioners  of  Native  Reserves,  with  power 
for  such  Trust  Commissioners  (not  less  than  two) 
to  sell  by  auction  or  by  valuation  part  or  all  of  a 
reservation  upon  requisition  signed  by  two-thirds 
of  the  owners  and  approved  by  the  Governor  in 
Council.  On  application,  the  Judge  may,  on  a 
rehearing,  at  the  expense  of  the  applicant  or  ap- 
plicants, apportion  to  such  applicant  or  appli- 
cants his  or  their  share  of  tlie  reservation ;  but, 
when  leased  by  Europeans,  the  consent  c^  the 
lessee  must  be  also  given. 

"  The  net  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  such  res^r- 
vation  lands  to  remain  as  a  permanent  rent-charge 
upon  such  lands  at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent,  or 
they  may  be  invested  in  Government  securities  or 
on  good  first  mortgages,  or  in  buying  other  real 
estate." 

I  showed  these  proposals  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikato  (Mr.  Whitaker),  whose  experi- 
enced views  upon  this  question  are  of  considerable 
value,  and  he  regarded  them  favourably.  By 
these  means  we  should  render  it  possible  to  have 
free  trade  in  the  purchase  of  Native  land,  under 
a  certain  amount  of  disability,  which  would  still 
enable  the  Government  to  acquire  land  when  and 
where  it  was  considered  desirable.  We  should 
further  remove  the  danger  pointed  out  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  many  years  ago, 
of  the  possibility  of  the  Natives  being  reduced  to 
a  state  of  poverty  through  losing  possession  of 
their  lands,  and  becoming  a  menace  to  the  peace 
of  the  colony,  for  they  would  be  provided  with  a 
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permanent  source  of  income,  and  would  desire  to 
see  their  land?,  in  tliis  manner,  pass  into  the 
possession  of  Europeans,  which  would  thus  afford 
a  guarantee  for  the  peace  of  New  Zealand.  At 
the  same  time,  bj  charging  this  5  per  cent,  on  the 
actual  value  of  the  land  we  should  provide  an 
endowment  for  the  local  gorerning  bodies  for  five 
jears,  and  also  supply  the  great  want  of  a  public 
estate  for  the  North  Island.  With  regard  to  the 
inscription  of  stock  in  London,  I  do  not  see  that 
much  will  be  gained  bj  that  proposal,  inasmuch 
as  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  loans  outstand- 
ing will  be  extinguished  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  by  accrued  Sinking  Fund.  It  may  prove  of 
advantage  in  future  loan?,  but  I  do  not  see  that 
anything  is  to  be  gained  by  making  it  retrospec- 
tive. It  will  at  any  rate  go  a  very  small  way 
towards  supplying  the  deficiency  between  revenue 
and  expenditure.  We  hare  three  other,  ways  of 
meeting  our  deficiency.  We  may  sell  our  land, 
we  may  reduce  our  expenditure,  or  wo  may  adopt 
a  course  which  is  distasteful  to  many  and  often 
fatal  to  Administrations  :  we  may  increase  taxa- 
tion. It  must  be  evident  to  honorable  members 
who  have  studied  our  finances  that  our  revenue 
will  not  meet  our  expenditure,  and  we  cannot,  as  wo 
have  been  doing  for  years  past,  postpone  the  evil 
day.  The  longer  we  continue  that  muddling  and 
complicated  makeshift  finance,  which  has  been 
well  described  as  thimble-rigging,  the  more  diffi- 
cult we  shall  make  it  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory 
state  of  things.  Now,  I  would  like  to  see  the 
Government  come  forward  in  a  decided  way,  and 
determine  upon  the  course  to  be  taken.  I  should 
like  to  hear  them  say,  "  We  will  impose  a  tax 
upon  income  and  property :"  not  that  I  should 
like  to  see  any  more  money  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  this  Legislature,  but,  if  we  are  to  meet  our 
engagements  and  complete  the  public  works,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  property  and  income 
tax  should  be  imposed.  It  is  said  that  the  com- 
pletion of  the  railways  would  result  in  a  large 
addition  to  the  revenue.  The  lines  already  open 
for  traffic  will  most  likely  yield  a  handsome 
return,  but  those  which  ruu  into  the  interior 
will  largely  add  to  our  expenditure  without 
greatly  adding  to  our  revenue.  Moreover,  some 
of  our  railways  will  not  be  completed  for  years. 
I  see  that  the  Wellington  and  Masterton  line 
will  not  be  open  for  twenty  months.  I  might 
here  appropriately  refer  to  the  general  dilatori- 
ness  which  characterizes  the  carrying  out  of  public 
works  all  over  the  colony.  It  has  taken  more 
time,  so  far,  to  construct"  the  Wellington  and 
Masterton  line  than  it  took  the  Americans  to 
complete  the  Overland  Pacific  Railway.  It  took 
only  three  years  four  months  and  ten  days  to 
complete  that  great  work,  and  yet  we  have  been 
four  years  trying  to  make  a  part  of  the  Wairarapa 
lino.  That  is  a  specimen  of  the  great  progressive 
policy  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont.  I 
nave  thus  briefly  endeavoured  to  place  before  the 
House  the  true  financial  position  of  the  country, 
and,  as  to  the  provincial  liabilities,  I  hope  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  is  satisfied  on  that  point. 
But  I  would  say  this:  that,  whatever  Govern- 
ment are  in  power,  they  will  have  no  bed  of  roses. 
They  will  have  to  face  a  difficult  position  which 


will  tax  the  energy  and  patriotism  of  any  gentle- 
man who  may  occupy  the  position  of  Colonial 
Treasurer.  I  appeal  to  honorable  members  on 
all  sides  of  the  Houso^not  to  allow  party  rancour 
to  supplant  the  better  and  higher  feelings  which 
should  animate  the  members  of  this  Legislature. 
There  are  some  natures,  like  that  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri,  which  have  the  Scotch-ter- 
rier faculty  of  quarrelling  with  every  one  within 
range,  and  I  regret  that  his  frequent  interrup- 
tions have  compelled  me  to  notice  him  thus  pro- 
minently. The  honorable  gentleman  is  well  known 
in  Otago,  where,  I  have  no  doubt,  his  subsidence 
in  this  Assembly  will  be  properly  appreciated, 
I  have  no  doubt  that,  when  he  has  the  oppor- 
tunity of  testing  the  feeling  of  his  constituents,  he 
will  receive  a  very  definite  answer  as  to  what  they 
think  of  his  conduct.  But,  Sir,  we  are  not  here 
to  quarrel  amongst  ourselves.  We  are  not  here 
to  be  constantly — 

Fighting  like  demons  for  conciliation. 

Ami  hating  each  other  for  the  love  of  Ood. 

We  come  here  to  act  to  the  best  of  our  ability  for 
the  good  of  our  country.  The  figures  will,  as  I 
was  stating  when  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  interrupted  me 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  not  interrupted  the  honor- 
able member  in  any  way  whatever.  Certainly  I 
have  not  been  able  to  control  my  risible  faculties, 
because  I  have  been  endeavouring,  all  through  his 
speech,  to  gather  the  meaning  of  it ;  but  I  have 
utterly  failed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MURRAY.  — Well,  Sir,  though  I  can 
supply  the  honorable  member  with  figures,  I  can- 
not supply  him  with  brains,  and  as  for  getting 
him  to  understand  a  joke — well,  he  is  a  Scotch- 
man. I  have  endeavoured  to  moke  the  matter  as 
clear  as  possible  to  ordinarv  comprehensions.  At 
all  events,  the  figures  will  appear  in  Hansard^ 
and  they  will  speak  for  themselves.  I  may  say 
that,  owing  to  being  called  upon  somewhat  sud- 
denly to  speak,  I  had  not  time  to  arrange  my 
papers,  and  therefore  my  remarks  may  not  have 
been  so  full  or  so  precise  as  I  could  have  wished. 
However,  I  offer  them  to  the  House  as  they  are, 
and  I  thank  honorable  members  for  having  given 
me  such  a  patient  hearing  upon  such  a  dry  sub- 
ject as  finance,  and  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  do  not  rise  to  reply 
to  the  honorable  gentleman,  nor  did  I  intend  to 
speak  at  all  on  the  present  occasion ;  but  I  think 
it  is  due  to  myself,  to  this  House,  and  to  the 
public  that  I  should  explain  the  position  I  hold 
at  the  present  time.  It  is  well  known  that  I  was 
a  staunch  supporter  of  the  late  Qovernment,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  have  before  now  stated  that 
I  could  not  support  the  whole  of  their  policy. 
There  were  some  parts  of  their  policy,  however, 
which  had  my  support.  The  chief  measures  in 
which  I  could  not  support  them  were  the  Con- 
stabulary Bill,  the  Miidemeanants  Bill,  and  their 
financial  proposals,  in  which  they  proposed  to 
lake  from  Canterbury  and  Otago  £160,000  of 
the  land  revenue.  In  addressing  the  House  on  a 
previous  occasion,  I  stated  that  I  did  not  believe 
that  from  the  ranks  of  the  then  Opposition  and 
Middle  Party  a  satisfactory  Government  could 
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be  formed,  and  I  think  I  was  a  prett j  good  pro- 
phet as  far  as  that  went.     I  said, — 

"  Although  I  do  not  sa j  that  the  present  Qo- 
vcmment  is  perfect,  yet  I  mean  to  say  this :  that 
I  have  far  more  confidence  in  them  than  I  should 
AaTo  in  any  Government  talccn  from  the  ranks  of 
the  Opposition.  Why,  Sir,  what  do  we  find 
there?  We  find  two  distinct  parties— one,  the 
Opposition  to  the  Government,  and  the  other, 
the  self-st^led  'Great  Middle  Party.*  I  know 
very  well  that,  although  these  two  may  combine 
to  turn  out  any  Government,  yet  they  could  not 
work  harmoniously  together." 

That  has  proved  to  be  the  case  j  and  when  the 
lat«  Gk)vemment  were  defeated,  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  formed  a  Govern- 
ment, I  stated  at  once  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  and  some  of  his  colleagues  that  the 
proper  thing  would  be  to  let  the  new  Govern- 
ment indicate  their  policy  before  any  opposition 
was  raised  against  them.  I  stated  aistinctly 
that,  if  any  vote  of  want  of  confidence  were  moved 
before  the  policy  of  the  new  Gt)vemment  was  de- 
clared, I  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 
Therefore  when  the  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont moved  his  no-confidence  motion  I  proposed 
an  amendment  to  it.  Before  doing  so,  however, 
I  showed  that  amendment  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  and  some  of  his  colleagues,  and 
after  that  I  thought  it  was  onlv  right  that  I  should 
also  show  it  to  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.  That  honorable  gentleman,  however, 
was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time,  and  I  showed 
it  to  the  Minister  of  Justice,  and  gave  notice  of 
it  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards.  Now,  Sir,  if  it 
were  Parliamentary  language,  I  should  say  that  I 
find  myself  between  two  bc^dies  of  thieves,  I  say 
that,  by  combining  together,  those  two  parties 
can  break  through  the  compact  of  1856.  I  would 
far  rather  have  a  policy  such  as  that  which  has 
been  indicated  by  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer. 
He  goes  in  for  straightforward  liighway  rob- 
bery. That  honorable  gentleman  has  told  us 
distinctly  what  he  intends  to  do.  He  has 
told  us  that  he  intends  to  take  the  Land  Fund, 
and  only  to  return  a  certain  percentage  of  it 
for  expenditure  in  the  districts  in  which  it  is 
raised.  Now,  Sir,  I  only  hope  that  any  arrange- 
ment that  may  be  made  this  session,  whatever  it 
may  be,  will  be  final.  The  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  laughs  at  that,  but  I  think  he  should  be 
the  last  man  to  laugh  at  it.  I  say  that  if  I  had 
been  acting  fairly  to  myself  and  to  southern  con- 
stituents I  should  have  opposed  him  last  session, 
because  there  was  a  distinct  promise  made  by  the 
continuing  Government  when  the  provinces  were 
abolished  that  there  should  be  no  interference 
with  the  compact  of  1856.  But  what  did  we 
find  in  the  Financial  Arrangements  Act  last 
year  ?  Was  there  no  interference  with  the  com- 
pact of  1856  there  ?  And  was  there  not  another 
encroachment  on  it  this  session  ?  Yes,  there  was. 
What  right  had  the  honorable  gentleman  and 
his  colleagues  to  come  down  and  propose  this 
cession  to  take  £109,000  from  the  Land  Fund 
of  Otago,  in  violation  of  his  promises  on  the 
passing  of  the  Abolition  and  Financial  Arrange- 
ments Acts  P  Sir,  had  the  members  of  the  late 
Mr.  liej/rtoldg 


Gbvemment,  especially  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  and  the  honorable  member  for  Kaia- 
poi,  acted  fairly  after  they  got  the  Abolition  Bill 
passed,  they  would  have  resisted  any  attempt 
to  interfere  with  the  compact  of  1856.  But  they 
did  not  do  so.  I  was  very  much  disposed  to 
look  over  their  pilfering  propensities,  because  I 
saw  that  to  a  great  extent  they  were  compelled 
to  act  as  they  did  under  pressure,  and  that  they 
were  compelled  to  give  way  to  public  opinion  mm 
expressed  by  honorable  members  of  this  House. 
I  have  no  desire  to  make  a  speech  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  merely  wished  to  explain  the  posit ioQ 
I  occupy,  and,  although  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikouaiti  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikato  have  classed  me  with  the  "rate,"  I 
defy  them  to  prove  that  I  am  not  consistent  in 
my  action.  I  will  never  be  a  party  to  allowing 
six  or  seven  individuals  to  rule  the  colony.  It  it 
evident  that  the  six  or  seven  individuals  who 
composed  the  Middle  Party  desired  to  dictate 
their  terms  for  ruling  the  colony.  I  tiust  that, 
if  over  a  Middle  Party  springs  up  again,  both 
the  Government  and  the  Opposition  will  unit« 
together  for  the  purpose  of  crushing  it. 

Mr.  RE  ID. — I  have  listened  very  carefully  to 
the  able  Financial  Statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce,  and  really  I  think  the  House 
is  deeply  indebted  to  him  for  the  veir  great 
industry  he  has  displayed  in  brin£;ing  the  true 
financiid  position  of  the  colony  before  us.  I 
think  that  both  the  present  and  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  may  now  bide  their  diminished  heads. 
When  the  unbiassed  Financial  Statement  that 
has  been  deUvered  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
appears  in  Hantard  I  am  sure  that  the  two 
official  Statements  we  have  already  heard  thia 
session  will  sink  into  oblivion,  and  that  the  State- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  will 
be  accepted,  and  the  people  of  the  colony  will 
be  gratified  that  he  has  put  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  colony  before  them  in  such  a  way  at 
that  it  can  be  readily  understood.  Some  of  the 
statements  of  ;the  honorable  gentleman  wera 
unique  in  their  way,  as  showing  the  position 
into  which  the  colony  was  drifting.  For  in- 
stance, the  honorable  gentleman  considers  it  a 
great  grievance  that  the  mortgage  indebtedness 
of  the  colony  has  increased  to  two  millions  during 
the  present  year.  But,  to  my  mind,  that  is  a 
matter  for  congratulation.     Of  course,  I  do  not 

Sretend  to  understand  finance  in  the  way  the 
onorable  member  for  Bruce  does,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  when  the  moneyed  men  of  other 
countries  are  prepared  to  invest  their  capital  on 
mortgage  in  this  colony  it  shows  that  thej 
have  faith  in  our  resources.  I  look  upon  the 
increase  in  mortgages  as  a  gain  to  the  countrj. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bruce  says  this  is 
a  thing  we  should  regret,  because  it  is  a  sore 
indication  that  we  are  going  down-hill.  If  we 
found  that  those  who  had  lent  money  to  the  colo- 
nists on  mortgage  were  pressing  the  borrowers  to 
redeem  their  oonds  it  would  be  a  bad  thing  for 
the  colony,  and  if  that  came  about  it  would  be  an 
evil  day  for  many  of  those  who  were  depending 
for  their  employment  on  the  use  of  the  borrowed 
money.     I  look  upon  the  increase  referred  to  as  a 
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hopeful  sign ;  and  I  shall  he  glad,  if  tlicre  is  any 
necessity  for  it,  if  the  accumulated  capital  of  the 
country  is  not  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of 
the  people,  to  hear  within  a  short  time  that  the 
indebtedness  of  the  colony  for  private  loans  has 
increased  (o  £5,000,000.  I  should  look  upon 
that  as  a  mark  of  prosperity.  But  of  course  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  entitled  to  hare  his  own 
opinion.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth 
while  taking  up  time  in  referring  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  s  speech.  I  hare  endearoured,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  to  comprehend  the  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  member,  but,  owins  to  the 
tone  of  Toice  in  which  it  was  delivered,  and  owing 
to  the  way  in  which  he  shifted  from  one  set  of 
figures  to  another,  it  was  altogetlier  beyond  my 
comprehension.  I  admit  that  my  intelligence 
was  at  fault,  and  other  honorable  members  may 
probably  have  understood  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. There  was  one  small  matter  which  I  did 
comprehend  ;  it  was  within  my  grasp.  He  said 
that  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  had  estimated 
the  land  revenue  at  £743,000,  but  that  that 
amount  would  not  be  realized  if  the  Land  Bill 
now  before  the  House  passed  into  law.  I  do 
not  understand  why  that  should  be  so.  The 
Bill  does  not  place  any  restriction  on  the  sale  of 
land ;  it  gives  greater  facilities  for  disposing  of 
the  land.  In  some  cases  it  increases  the  price  of 
the  land,  and  that  might  cause  some  diminution 
in  the  land  revenue.  However,  it  will  afford 
greater  fticilities  for  the  taking  up  of  land,  and 
instead  of  the  receipts  of  land  reyenue  for  the  en- 
suing year  being  diminished,  they  will  be  increased. 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  other- 
wise. The  honorable  member  made  a  comparison  ' 
of  the  indebtedness  of  New  Zealand  and  Ghreat 
Britain.  There  is  no  comparison  whatever  in 
the  two  cases.  If  the  honorable  member  had 
included  in  the  debt  which  the  people  of  Gh*eat 
Britain  owe  the  amount  expended  on  railway 
construction,  the  construction  of  harbours,  and 
many  other  useful  public  works  that  have  been 
constructed  there  by  private  enterprise,  and  which 
here  are  constructed  by  the  Gk)vernment,  he  would 
have  brought  something  more  approximate  before 
us,  and  something  on  which  we  could  found  a 
basis  in  comparing  the  indebtedness  of  the  two 
countries.  The  Government  of  Great  Britain 
raises  the  rerenue  from  the  people  to  repay  the 
burdens  on  its  loans,  and  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand  in  the  same  way  has  to  take  the 
aame  course.  But  in  the  case  of  New  Zealand 
many  of  these  loans  were  incurred  for  railways, 
telegraphs,  &c.  When  tlie  honorable  member 
comes  to  enlighten  us  in  ro;:ard  to  finance  and 
such  matters,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  he 
would  endeayour  first  to  comprehend  them  him- 
self. It  is  just  possible  that  it  would  take  the 
honorable  member  as  long  to  comprehend  them 
M  it  would  most  of  the  members  of  this  House. 
Then  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
hoped  the  financial  arrangement  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  final.  He  has  been  confiding 
hitherto.  He  was  confiding  in  1875,  he  was  con- 
fiding last  year,  and  he  is  still  prepared  to  give 
credence  to  the  statement  that  this  will  be  a  final 
arrangement.    This  i9'I877,  and  probably  in  1878 
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he  will  be  prepared  to  admit  that  he  places  too 
great  confidence  in  the  promises  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  quite  possible  that  what  occurred  in 
the  past  may  occur  in  the  future.  It  is  credit- 
able to  the  good  nature  of  the  honorable  member 
that  he  should  be  prepared  so  readily  to  place 
confidence  in  these  great  promises.  I  have  no 
confidence  whatever  that  the  proposal  before  us 
in  the  last  Financial  Statement  will  be  a  final 
arrangement.  I  should  not  be  surprised  if,  when 
we  again  meet,  assuming  that  a  nujnber  of  yotes 
can  be  secured  from  different  sides  of  the  House, 
the  proposals  made  this  year  were  altered  next 
year.  I  have  no  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  be 
otherwise. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — With  a  different  Gt)vem- 
ment. 

Mr.  RE  ID.  —  Even  with  the  same  Govern- 
ment, if  the  number  of  yotes  is  sufficient  to 
accomplish  the  object.  That  is  the  great  thing : 
it  is  the  number  of  votes  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment depend.  If  the  number  of  votes  is  suf- 
ficient to  accomplish  the  object,  I  dare  say  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  may  haye 
cause  to  belieye  that  he  has  been  too  confiding 
during  this  session  of  1877.  The  object  is  to 
secure  a  larger  share  of  the  land  revenue  of  the 
Middle  Inland,  and  especially  of  Otago,  where 
the  largest  land  revenue  of  any  part  of  New 
Zealand  will  be  raised  in  the  future.  The  object 
in  view  is  to  secure  the  land  revenue  for  the 
use  of  the  Colonial  Government.  The  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  has  expressed  his  will- 
ingness to  accept  the  proposal,  as  it  is  not  a 
pilfering  one  —  it  is  a  large  wholesale  robbery. 
To  my  mind,  the  greater  the  encroachment  the 
more  necessity  for  resistance.  I  say,  to  make  a 
reason  for  going  in  for  this  wholesale  robbery — I 
really  cannot  apply  any  other  term  to  the  pro- 
posal— of  the  land  reyenue  of  the  Middle  Island 
— to  make  it  a  pretext  that  there  is  to  be  a 
comparatively  small  reduction,  which  is  to  be 
placed  on  loan  against  the  land  rerenue  of  Otago 
during  the  present  year,  and  the  necessity  for 
which  would  be  entirely  removed  by  the  pro- 
posals of  the  late  Government  in  regard  to  them 
— to  make  a  pretext  of  that  for  agreeing  to 
a  proposal  for  taking  away  the  whole  land  reve- 
nue of  that  province  is  really  —  well,  I  say  it 
is  a  confiding  method  of  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion, one  showing  the  very  great  confidence  which 
the  honorable  member  is  disposed  to  place  in  the 
Administration  of  the  day.  I  think  the  reason 
the  honorable  member  has  given  for  agreeing  to 
this  proposal — I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  he  has 
agreed  to  it — is  an  exceedingly  weak  one.  If  the 
late  Government  had  done  wrong,  that  was  no 
reason  why  tliis  proposal  should  be  agreed  to-.  It 
is  no  reason  why  the  proposals  of  the  present  Go- 
yernment  should  be  agreed  to,  if  they  are  wrong. 
To  my  mind  they  are  wrong,  and  on  every  occa- 
sion upon  which  I  have  an  opportunity  I  shall 
certainly  vote  against  this  proposal.  I  am  not 
going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Membbbs.— Go  on. 

Mr.  RE  ID. — I  have  not  much  to  eo  on  about. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bruce  nas  told  ua 
half  a  doeen  times  that  we  shall  see  eTerythiog 
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in  Hantard.  If  I  had  seen  his  statement  in 
print  I  might  hare  referred  to  some  of  his 
remarks,  but  in  t)ie  meantime  I  slmll  content 
mjself  by  expressing  my  regret  tbtt  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  should  hare 
given  his  adhesion  so  freely  and  fully  to  a  pro- 
posal which  I  consider  as  robbing  Otago  of  its 
land  rerenue,  and  that  he  should  haye  giren  his 
adhesion  for  such  slender  reasons  as  those  he 
addressed  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HODGKINSOX.— I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  new  Minis- 
try as  to  the  colonialization  of  the  Land  Fund. 
Of  course,  as  a  southern  member,  that  part  of 
their  policy  is  not  one  which  many  of  us  would 
have  adopted  from  choice.  As  we  on  this  side 
of  the  House  hare  been  taunted  as  being  dis- 
.posed  to  accept  a  policy  contrary  to  our  former 
opinions,  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words  by  way 
of  justification  for  my  still  supporting  those  who 
have  adopted  that  policy.  If  there  was  any  way 
of  escape  from  this  colonialization  of  the  Land 
Fund,  that  might  be  considered  a  reason  for 
ceasing  to  support  the  present  Administration  ; 
but  it  must  be  apparent  to  members  of  thi« 
House  that  we  who  hold  views  opposed  to  the 
colonialization  of  the  Land  Fund  could  gain 
nothing  whatever  by  breaking  up  the  present 
Ministry  and  reinstating  the  late  Ministry  in 
office.  Nothing  whatever;  on  tlie  contrary  wo 
should  lose  the  advantage  of  a  certain  definite 
settlement  of  this  question  on  certain  definite 
principles,  and  leave  it  again  to  drift  into  some- 
thing far  worse  than  what  the  present  Ministry, 
from  our  point  of  view,  are  disposed  to  adopt. 
I  need  only  take  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri  himself.  When  he  spoke 
on  this  question  one  evening  last  week,  he  in- 
formed us  that,  under  the  proposals  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministry,  the  Province  of  Otago  would  lose 
to  the  extent  of  £58,000  of  its  land  revenue.  I 
believe  I  am  right 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— He  thought  proper  to 
denounce  it  as  robbery,  and  he  spoke  in  as  strong 
language  as  he  has  done  to-night.  Well,  he 
himself  was  a  party  to  taking  from  that  province 
the  sum  of  £109,000— £58,000  from  Canterbury  in 
cash,  and  £109,000  from  Otago  in  another  way. 
How  could  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri 
talk  of  the  robbery  of  the  Otago  land  revenue 
in  the  way  he  has  done  when  he  was  a  party  to  a 
robbery  double  the  extent  ?    Well,  that  honorable 

Sntleman  has  great  powers  of  a  certain  kind, 
e  has  shown  them  in  this  House.  It  is  a  sur- 
prise to  me  that  a  man  who  has  taken  the  part 
he  has  in  leaving  his  party  in  the  way  he  did 
should  get  up  and  speax  as  he  has  done  in  this 
.  House.  He  robbed  the  Province  of  Otago  of 
£109,000.  He  now  gets  up  and  affects  a  great 
deal  of  virtuous  indignation  against  the  present 
Ministry  for  having  taken  less  than  one-half  of 
tl)at  amount.  He  is  a  man  of  great  powers  of  a 
peculiar  kind.  There  are  various  powers.  There 
are  great  powers  of  intellect,  there  are  great 
powers  of  thought,  there  are  great  powers  of 
eloquence,  there  are  great  powers  of  reflection, 
and  so  forth  ;  and  there  are  also  great  powers  of 
Mr.  Seid 


face,  and  that,  above  all  others,  is  the  power  th»t 
should  be  accorded  to  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW.— The  honorable  member 
for  the  Taieri  has  said  a  great  deal  about  Otago 
being  robbed  of  its  Land  Fund,  as  if  that  were 
something  new.      It  was  an   sM^complished   fact 
when  the  Abolition  Act  was  passed.    The  thing 
has  been  done  by  our  predecessors,  not  by   us. 
What  did  we  find  when  we  went  into  office  the 
other  dav  ?    We  found  that  there  was  not  a  single 
penny  of  the  Land  Fund  available  for  local  <0b- 
tribution.    The  whole  th^ng  was  swallowed  up  in 
what  I  ventured  to  call  the  maelstrom  or  vortex 
of  colonial  finance.     That  was  what  we  found  on 
taking  office.     It  is  true  there  was  a  nominal  sum 
available  for  local  expenditure:  this  sum,  how- 
ever, was  got  out  of  tlie  hocus  pocus  of  colonial 
finance — not  out  of  any  Land  Fund  at  all ;   it 
was  the  proceeds  of  what  in  private  life  might  be 
termed   *' kiJe-flying,"    the  proceeds  of   accom- 
modation   bill?,  which    ultimately  must  be  met 
by   the  people  themselves.     That    is  what   the 
Land   Fund  available  for  localization  came  out 
of;    that  is  what  it  was  derived   from.      As  I 
have   said,    there    was   not   a   single    penny    of 
actual  Land  Fund  available  for  local  purposes, 
and  I  cannot  understand  the  honorable  gentle- 
man saying  that  we  arc  now  robbing  Otago  of 
its  Land  Fund.     We  are  endeavouring  to  get 
something  out  of  the  pie,  whereas  by  the  pro- 
posals and  policy  of  the  late  Government  the 
whole  thing  was  gone.     The  policy  which  my 
honorable  colleague  proposes  provides  for  20  p^ 
cent,  of  the  Land  Fund  being  secured  for  distri- 
bution amongst  the  local  bodies.     Is   that  rob- 
bing Otago  of  the  whole  of  its  land  revenue? 
Certainly  not.     I  had  no  intention  of  speaking  on 
the  present  .occasion,  because  I  think  the  policy 
of  the  Government  has  been  so  fully  explained 
in  the  Financial  Statement,  and  so  ably  vindi- 
cated by  the  speeches  of  various  members,  that 
it  would  be  presumption  on  my  part  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  when  moments  are  precious,  m  going  over 
the  same  ground  again.    At  the  same  time,  I  can- 
not help  alluding  to  a  speech  which  I  heard  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  the  other 
evening,  when  he  addressed  the  House  for  nearly 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  the  whole  burden  of  his 
song  was  that  I  and  my  colleagues  had  betrayed 
the  province  from  which  we  came.    The  whole 
gist  of  that  speech  consisted  in  his  branding  us  as 
traitors  to  our  province ;  but  I  tell  the  honorable 
gentleman  that,  if  he  and  his  coadjutors  had  been 
as  true  to  the  province  as  I  have  been,  it  would 
have  been  in  a  far  better  position  now,  and  ooold 
have  held  its  own  against  all  comers.     It  does 
seem  very  strange  to  me  that  the  man  who  set 
fire  to  his  province  and  danced  round  its  funeral 
pile— if  I  may  so  express  it — should  now  come 
out  in  the  character  of  a  patriot,  and  oondenm 
me  and  my  colleagues  for  endeavouring  to  save 
something  out  of  the  ashes.    This  20  per  cent 
is  very  little,  but  still  it  is  something.     I  might 
also  refer  to  another  matter  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  j  and  the  re- 
mark has  not  beeiT  confined  to  him,  but  has 
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frequentlj  been  made  throughout  the  debate.    It 
haa  been  said  that 'the  obstructive  action  of  the 
present  GoTernment  \rhen  in  opposition  has  been 
the  cause  of  the  dekj  in  getting  through  business 
this  session.     I  deny  that  altogether,  and  I  think 
it  is  only  proper  that  the  rights  of  the  case  should 
go  forth  to  the  country.      It  is  a  singular  fact 
that,  dtiring   the  many  years   I   have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  this  is  the  only 
session  in   which   I   hare   not   been   present  at 
any  political  caucusea,  and  hare  not  been  asked 
>o  attend  one,  except  one  which  was  held  after 
the  late  Government  resigned,  when  I  was  pre- 
sent.    Still,  the  fact  remains  that  we  have  now 
been  in  session  for  nearly  fire  mohths,  and,  until 
tlie  last  month  or  ^o,  little  or  no  business  what- 
erer  has  been-  done.     Some  have  attributed  this 
to  the  obstructiveness  of  the  present  GoTemment 
when  in  opposition,  and  others  hare  attributed  it, 
with  just  as  much  truth,  to  the  incapacity  of  the 
late  Govern ment  and  its  inability  to  manage  the 
business  of  the  country.     I  do  not  attribute  it  to 
either  one  thing  or  the  other.     I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  would  have  been  the  same  whatever  Go- 
vernment was  in  office.      I  think  it  is  the  system 
into  which  we  have  got  that  has  caused  the  delay, 
and  not  the  men  who  may  be  in  office.      Sir,  this 
House  for  jears  past,  instead  of  confining  itself  to 
the  thirteen  subjects  assigned  to  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution Act,  has  been  arrogating  to  itself  the 
whole  partsh-beadleism   of   the   country.      This 
evil,  instead  of  decreasing,  will  go  on  increasing 
in  the  future.     You  have  got  rid  of  the  buffer 
that  stood  between  you  and  the  people  in  the 
shape  of  the  Provincial  Councils,  and  I  fear  this 
CTil  will  go  on  growing  greater  and  greater ;  and 
if  I  should  remain  in  office  it  will  be  my  en- 
deavour, and  that  of  my  colleagues,  to  initiate 
some  Fort  of  policy  that   will  tend  to  mitigate 
the  evil.     I  should  not  have  risen  this  evening 
had  it  not  been  for  the  often-repeated  assertion 
that  we  are  going  in  for  a  policy  of  robbing  the 
Middle  Island  of  its  Land  Fund,  just  as  if  that 
were  a  new  proposal,  and  not  a  thing  that  has 
already  been  absolutely  effected.    That  fund  is 
all  gone.     A  hundred  per  cent,  of  it  has  already 
been  taken  away,  and   we  are  now  endeavour- 
ing to  get   something  out  of  the  fire.     Under 
our  proposals   we   hope   to  retain  one-fif^h   of 
it:  but  even   that   will  not  get  us  out  of  the 
financial  mess  we  are  in.     You  may  take  every 
penny  of  the  Land  Fund,  and  yet,  if  we  go  on 
as  we  are  doing,  we  shall  only  get  deeper  into 
the  mire.      You  must  apply  the  pruning  knife 
in  every  direction,  and  I  am  in  the  hopes  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  do  so  to  a  certain  extent — 
by-and-by,  not  immediately,  for  it  is  not  a  thing 
that  could  be  done  in  a  moment.     It  requires 
careful  consideration  and  reflection,  and  no  man 
in  his  senses  would  attempt  to  do  in  a  day  what 
will  require  months  of  thought.     I  am  in  hopes 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  cut  our  coat  according  to 
our  cloth,  and  that  a  large  sum  can  be  taken  off 
the  present  expenditure  without  encroaching  on 
the  efficiency  of   the  public  service.     That  is 
what  I  shall  aim  at  if  I  retain  my  seat  on  these 
benches.    I  have  no  desire  to  sit  here,  and  it  was 
only  a  sense  of  public  duty,  and  the  earnest  solici- 


tations that  were  addressed  to  me,  which  induced 
me  to  join  the  Government.  Now  that  we  are 
here,  however,  I  am  vain  enough  to  think,  in 
respect  of  my  colleagues  and  my§elf,  that  we  may 
be  able  to  do  the  State  some  service. 

SUPPLY. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Class  XI. 

Miscellaneous,  Special,  and  Temporary  Objects, 
£30,852  3s.  lOd. 

Mr.  MANDERS  called  attention  to  the  item, 
"  Introduction  of  salmon  and  white-fish  ova, 
£800,*'  and  said  that  a  promise  had  been  made 
to  the  people  in  his  dutrict  that  they  should 
receive  some  of  the  white-fish  which  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Government  from  time  to  time, 
but  they  had  never  yet  obtained  them.  He 
wished  to  have  some  explanation  from  the  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  replied  that  there  were 
now  plenty  of  white-fish  ready  for  distribution, 
and  the  honorable  gentleman's  district  would  get 
its  share. 

Mr.  BUKNS  wished  to  have  some  explanation 
regarding  the  item,  "Honorarium  to  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  for  services  in  England,  £3,000." 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  was  of  opinion  that  this  vote 
should  not  be  passed,  but,  in  saying  that,  he  was 
speaking  merely  for  himself,  and  not  on  behalf  of 
the  Government.  He  would  be  prepared  to  move 
that  the  total  vote  be  decreased  by  £3,000. 

Mr!  SHRIMSKI  thought  the  vote  should  be 
passed.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  had  been  put  to  great  expense  in  going 
to  England,  and  he  should  be  rc-oouped.  They 
should  not  send  their  Agent-General  Home  as  a 
pauper. 

Mr.  BURNS  held  the  same  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject that  he  held  last  yeaf,  and,  unless  there  was 
some  good  reason  given  as  to  why  the  money 
should  be  granted,  he  would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  did  not  think  any  better 
cause  could  be  shown  for  paying  this  money  than 
was  made  out  last  year.  The  gentleman  referred 
to  had  received  ample  funds— he  was  amply  paid 
for  what  he  did,  and  was  allowed  ample  allowance 
for  the  voyage  Home  and  back — a  larger  amount 
than  was  ever  allowed  to  any  other  gentleman  in 
the  colony. 

Mr.  REES  said  it  was  shown  before  the  Com- 
mittee that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  spent  over  £5,000  a 
year  besides  his  salary  and  allowances.  He  did 
not  think  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony, 
they  should  pay  Sir  Julius  Vogel  £3,000  for 
spending  the  money  of  the  colony  recklessly.  He 
hoped  that  the  vote  would  not  be  allowed. 

Mr.  HUNTER  had  supported  the  vote  last 
year,  and  he  would  support  it  again  this  session. 
The  money  had  been  spent  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
on  behalf  of  the  colony.  He  went  Home  on  a 
very  important  mission,  he  worked  very  hard, 
and  carried  out  his  mission  successfully.  He 
rendered  very  important  services  in  negotiatins 
the  four  million  loan.  It  was  admitted  to  be  ot 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  colony  that  the 
money  should  be  raised  at  that  time.     As  the 
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money  had  been  spent  by  Sir  Julius  Vocel  on  be- 
half of  the  colony,  he  did  not  think  the  House 
should  refuse  to  vote  the  amount. 

Mr.  aiSBORNE  wouki  like  to  haye  some  ex- 
planaiion  giren  regarding  this  item  before  he 
gave  his  vote  upon  it.  He  found  that  in  1874, 
tlie  day  after  the  session  terminated,  the  Cabinet 
determined  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  should  go  Home, 
and  also  agreed  to  gire  him  £1,500  beyond  his 
f alary,  and  the  usual  IraTelling  allowances,  four 
guineas  a  day  from  the  time  of  leaving  the  colony 
till  his  return.  Next  session  a  return  was  moved 
for  by  the  honorable  member  for  Aron  of  I  he 
allowances  authorized  or  granted  to  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  on  account  of  his  mission.  In  that  return 
ihe  £1,500  was  entered  as  an  adrance :  there  was 
nothing  to  show  that  it  was  absolutely  in  addition 
to  the  usual  travelling  allowance.  Il  was  merely 
entered  as  an  advance  to  be  accounted  for.  Last 
•ession  the  vote  asked  for  was  £2,750 :  now  it  was 
increased  to  £3,000.  Some  explanation  of  this 
increase  should  be  given.  He  thought  the  colony 
Ittd  treated  Sir  Julius  Yogel  liberally  in  giving  him 
£1,500  over  and  above  the  ordinary  expenses  and 
■alary.  He  did  not  think  the  colony  sliould  have 
heen  asked  to  bear  the  expense  of  taking  Sir 
Julius  Yogel's  family  Home  and  bringing  them 
back  again.  The  colony  did  not  send  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  Home  ;  it  was  merely  a  determination  of 
the  Cabinet  that  he  should  go  Home.  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued,  and  did  not  know  anything 
of  his  going  Home.  The  PubUc  Accounts  Com- 
mittee inquired  as  to  how  the  £2,750  had  been 
expended,  and  the  Committee  did  not  think  it 
was  expenditure  incurred  in  the  public  service 
of  the  colony.  Unless  some  satisfactory  explana- 
tion was  given  in  regard  to  this  item,  he  should 
feel  himself  bound  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  was  not  here  last  year 
when  this  vote  was  before  the  Committee.  Had  he 
been  here,  however  much  he  might  have  considered 
it  an  excess,  he  should  have  supported  it,  inas- 
much as  it  was  brought  forward  by  the  Govern- 
ment, who,  he  presumed,  had  satisfied  themselves 
that  the  money  had  been  absolutely  expended  in 
travelling  expenses.  He  presumed  that  the  honor 
of  the  Government  was  pledged  to  pay  it,  and  he 
felt  that  it  was  very  much  to  be  regretted  that 
the  Government  did  not  insist  upon  the  item 
being  passed  last  session.  He  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  ought  to  be  paid,  and  would  not 
vote  against  it.  He  could  not  disguise  the  fact 
that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  a  little  extravagant,  but 
•till  he  presumed  Qiat  the  Government  had  satis- 
fied themselves  that  the  money  had  been  actually 
expended  in  the  service  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  regretted  very  much  that 
an  honorable  member  was  going  to  move  that 
the  vote  be  reduced  by  this  £3,000.  He  must 
■ay  that  he  thought  the  vote  should  have  been 
passed  last  session.  It  was  all  very  well  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Totara  to  say  that  ample 
allowance  had  been  paid  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  when 
he  went  Home,  and  aUo  that  he  went  Home  witli- 
out  the  authority  of  Parliament.  Ministers  were 
placed  in  this  position:  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  some  one  should  go  Home  to  negotiate 
the  four  million  loan.  It  would  have  been  a  great 
Mr.  Sunter 


mistake  if  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  not  gone  Home^ 
and  he  was  in  such  a  state  of  health  that  he  could 
not  go  Home  without  taking  his  family  with  him. 
No  one  could  have  expected  him  to  go  Home  witk- 
out  taking  hie  wife  with  him,  and  she  oould  not 
leave  a  number  of  young  children  behind.  No 
doubt  it  appeared  a  large  sum  heyond  the  usual 
travelling  expenses,  but  they  should  ]ook  at  the 
expenses  incurred  1^  previous  Ministers  when 
they  went  Home,  llie  expenses  of  Sir  WilUam 
Fitzherbert  far  exceeded  |iis  allowance,  and  the 
Rouse  at  once  voted  liim  £3,000.  What  did 
Sir  WiUiam  FitxberbeH  do  at  Home?  It  was 
true  his  mission  was  to  consolidate  the  loans  ;  but, 
comparatively  speaking,  he  did  nothing  towards 
consolidating  the  loans.  He  employed  brokera, 
and  the  expenses  connected  therewith  amotuited 
to  £34,547  16s.  6d.,  in  addition  to  his  own  ex- 
penses and  salary,  and  an  item  for  aundiue 
amounting  to  £735  15s.  The  total  expense  of 
his  mission,  irrespective  of  his  salary,  was  £5,389. 
Then  Messrs.  Featherston  and  Bell  went  Home 
iu  1869-71,  and  the  expenditure  of  their  mtsaioB 
was  £8,725,  and  they  were  not  at  Home  for  ao 
long  a  period  as  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  Sir  Julius  Vogd  had  many 
expenses  at  Home  in  consequence  of  the  bad  state 
of  his  health.  They  should  take  into  considera- 
tion, also,  what  he  did  for  the  colony.  He  not 
onlv  negotiated  the  four  million  loan,  but  he  waa 
authorized  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  cable 
between  this  colony  and  Australia.  He  arranged 
that  the  colony's  proportion  should  be  £7,000, 
thus  saving  the  interest  over  a  series  of  years  on 
£13,000  to  the  colony.  These  things  ought  to  be 
takeli  into  consideration,  and  he  trusted  the  Go- 
vernment would  withdraw  their  opposition.  It 
would  not  be  creditable  to  the  colony  not  to  paae 
the  item. 

Mr.  MACFAELANE  would  point  out  that  the 
Government  were  acting  quite  fairly  in  the  mat- 
ter, as  they  left  it  an  open  question.  Honorable 
members  could  vote  as  they  thought  fit,  and,  as  he 
considered  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  saved  the 
colony  a  great  d^l  more  than  £3,000,  he  would 
vote  for  the  item. 

Major  ATKINSON  waa  very  sorry  to  see  the 
Government  divided  on  this  subject,  because  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  a  very  graceful  tribnte 
to  a  man  who  had  done  a  great  deal  for  New 
2^aland  if  they  had  recommended  thia  sum  to 
the  House.  As  he  understood  it,  the  pontkm 
which  some  honorable  members  took  up  last  year 
with  regard  to  the  vote  which  was  then  brought 
down  for  Sir  Julius  Yogel  wae,  that  they  con- 
sidered public  men  should  not  be  extravagant 
when  engaged  on  public  duty,  and  they  thereibie 
refused  to  vote  the  amount  proposed.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  East,  in  the  lint 
part  of  last  session,  was  very  indignant  because 
be  was  under  the  impression  that  this  money  waa 
.  already  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  spent.  He 
said  that,  if  not  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  if 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  came  down  and  asked  for  the 
money,  he  would  be  prepared  to  oonaider  the  re- 
quest favourably.  His  (Major  Atkinson's)  w^ 
was  that  the  money  had  not  been  drawn  from  ttie 
Treasury,  and  he  therefore  claimed  the  honoorable 
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member's  vote.  The  House,  hayitig  vindicated  its 
position  last  session,  and  said  that  it  would  not 
permit  of  extravagance  on  the  part  of  public  men 
engaged  in  its  service,  might  now  yery  well  vote 
this  sura  as  a  bonus  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  for  the 
work  be  had  done  so  well.  He  regretted  that  the 
TOte  was  not  likely  to  be  passed  unanimously, 
because  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  saved  the  colony 
ten  times  the  money  the  transactions  would 
haye  cost  had  they  gone  through  the  ordinary 
dianneL  Whatever  might  be  thought  of  Sir 
Julius  Yogel's  political  career,  every  honorable 
member  must  acknowledge  that  he  had  done  good 
service  to  the  country,  and  it  would  be  ungrateful 
of  the  House  to  refuse  to  pass  the  yote.  Last 
year  the  exact  amount  which  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
•pent  was  brought  down,  but  this  year  it  was 
thought  belter  to  bring  down  a  lump  sum — an 
amount  similar  to  that  which  had  been  voted  to 
Sir  William  Fitzherbert  for  his  services  when  in 
England.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  in  what  he  said  with 
regard  to  tliose  services,  and  would  not  detract 
from  them  at  all ;  but  he  must  say  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  had  performed  as  great  or  greater  services, 
and  the  direct  saving  he  made  to  the  colony  was 
much  larger.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would 
Yote  the  amount. 

Mr.  HODaKINSON  hoped  the  Committee 
would  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  was  not 
surprised  at  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
advocating  the  vote,  because  it  was  quite  con- 
sistent with  the  course  of  extravagance  that 
honorable  gentleman  had  pursued.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  no  doubt  had 
a  fellow-feeling  for  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  because 
he  had  been  that  gentleman's  colleague.  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  had  been  absent  from  the  colony 
sixteen  months,  and  had,  for  himself  and  his 
Private  Secretary,  about  £6,000,  which  was  yoted 
by  the  House.  That  was  an  enormous  sum  for 
any  two  men  to  spend  in  that  time. 

Mr.  EEES.—Sir  Julius  Yogel  himself  spent 
£6.000. 

Mr.  HOB0EINSON.— That  made  the  matter 
worse.  If  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  only  proper  feel- 
ing he  would  have  rendered  the  best  services  he 
eould  to  the  colony,  and  have  been  contented 
with  the  liberal  payment  he  received.  In  par- 
ticular cases,  when  a  man  hod  rendered  extra- 
ordinary services  to  the  colony,  the  House  would 
no  doubt  vote  a  sum  of  money  for  him  ;  but  that 
was  not  the  way  this  yote  came  up.  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  made  a  claim  to  this  money  in  a  most  im- 
pudent manner,  saying,  in  effect,  "  I  have  been 
extravagant ;  I  have  not  sayed ;  I  have  spent 
this  money,  and  you  must  pay  it."  When  it  was 
necessary  to  economize,  and  perhaps  out  down 
the  salaries  of  men  who  could  badly  afford  it,  the 
House  should  not  throw  away  money  in  this  vray. 
He  would  certainly  call  for  a  division,  in  order 
to  test  the  question.  The  amount  already  paid 
was  about  equal  to  the  salary  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States;  and  why  should  the  House 
yote  such  an  additional  sum  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  ? 
Aa  to  the  plea  of  sickness,  all  that  eould  be  made 
out  of  that  .w«a  that  the  Goyammeiit  were  very 


much  to  blame  for  sending  Home  a  sick  man  to 
do  their  work. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN  was  very  much  pained  to 
hear  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  who 
had  just  sat  down»  If  the  public  men  of  the 
colony  were  to  be  treated  in  that  way,  and  their 
services  valued  in  such  a  spirit,  there  would  be 
very  few  public  men  indeed.  The  public  should 
be  careful  not  only  to  keep  the  honor  of  its  pub- 
lic men  pure  and  unblemished,  but  it  should 
also  bo  grateful  to  them.  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had 
renderea  most  important  services  to  the  colony. 
He  would  not  have  been  ready  and  wiUing  to  go 
Home  at  a  time  when  he  was  in  a  yery  biul  state 
of  health  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  desire  to  serve 
the  country.  It  would  not  be  paying  proper 
respect  to  the  House  itself,  or  to  tne  country,  or 
to  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  if  the  yote  were  not  passed. 
He  hoped  that  even  now  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  chai^  of  the  Estimates  would  withdraw  hit 
opposition. 

*  Mr.  MAKDEBS  paired  last  year  in  favour  of 
the  vote  for  Sir  Julius  Yogel's  services.  He  was 
asked  by  his  constituents  why  he  gave  that  vote, 
and  he  told  them  that  if  it  were  brought  forward 
again  he  would  be  ready  to  support  it.  He  would 
support  the  present  vote,  and  was  much  {leased 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Maoandrew)  speak  in  the  way  he  had  done. 
That  honorable  gentleman  could  bear  testimony 
and  tribute  far  higher  than  he  could  do  to  what 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  done  for  this  colony.  The 
Committee  must  remember  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel, 
while  looking  after  the  larger  interests  of  the 
colony,  did  not  overlook  minor  matters.  The 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  supported  a 
vote  for  a  bonus  for  the  manufacture  of  beet-root 
sugar  only  a  short  time  ago ;  but  who  was  it  that 
introduced  that  subject  to  the  notice  of  the 
Assembly  ?  It  was  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  That  gentle- 
man also  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  coal  deposits  of  the  colony,  and  to  the  ne- 
cessity for  utilizing  them.  He  did  not  believe 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  ever  travelled  anywhere  th^t 
his  eyes  were  not  New  Zealand's  eyes,  and  used 
for  the  advonlage  of  the  colony.  The  time  had 
come  when,  as  was  remarked  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Ashley,  they  should  pay  a  tribute 
to  those  public  men  who  did  great  and  good 
service  for  the  country,  and  he  therefore  had 
great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  vote. 

Mr.  MURRAY  commended  the  feelings  of 
loyalty  shown  by  the  leading  members  of  the 
Opposition  towards  their  late  colleague,  but  he 
felt  bound  to  remind  the  House  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  be  just  before  they  were  generous.  He 
had  a  full  appreciation  of  the  merits  of  Sir  Julius 
Yogel,  but  he  could  not  forget  that  he  had  great 
faults.  They  all  knew  that  it  vras  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  who  had  brought  serious  financial  difficulty 
upon  the  colony.  Sir  Julius  Yogel  himself  ad- 
mitted at  Home  that  he  had  got  the  colony  into 
a  mess,  and,  though  the  statement  was  afterwards 
denied  in  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Sargeaunt, 
there  was  no  doubt  of  its  truth.  Then,  it  was 
said  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  sent  Home  an  a 
state  of  ill-health  ;  but  the  fact  was  that  he  went 
Home  of  his  own  accord,  and  had  not  the  oooitMf 
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to  tell  the  House  that  he  wm  (roing.  He  could 
not  agree  with  tbofe  honorable  gentlemen  who 
placed  Buch  high  Talue  upon  tiie  Bervices  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  had  rendered  in  England.  The 
negotiation  of  the  four  million  loan,  which  was 
quoted  in  support  of  that  statement,  waa  not  b^ 
any  means  so  succestful  a  transaction  as  those 
honorable  gentlemen  seemed  to  think.  It  was 
true  that  tliej  got  the  loan  at  £94,  but  the  charges 
for  raising  the  loan  and  incidental  expenses  re- 
duced it  to  £90 ;  so  that  was  not  a  cause  for  great 
congratulation,  ^s  to  the  cable,  it  could  not  be 
said  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  sared  so  many 
thousand  pounds  because  he  did  not  exhaust  the 
limit  fixed  by  the  House  far  too  high  solely 
through  his  own  influence.  He  was  sorry  to  hear 
disparaging  remarks  made  about  the  mission  of  Sir 
Witliam  Fitzherbert.  It  was  well  known  that  Sir 
William  Fitzherbert  obtained  the  remission  of 
Imperial  claims  against  the  colony,  and  had  so 
sared  the  colony  £750,000,  and  he  was  sure  that 
that  was  a  greater  cause  for  congratulation  thail 
Sir  Julius  Vogers  four  million  loan  transaction. 
He  stated  last  year  that  the  total  cost  to  the 
colony  of  Sir  JiUius  Yogel's  mission  was  £11,000 
for  expenses,  £2,500  more  than  the  cost  of  the 
Earl  of  Elgin's  mission  to  China,  and  he  had  seen 
no  reason  to  change  his  riews  upon  that  point. 
If  the  colony  could  afford  to  pay  its  plenipoten- 
tiary more  than  Englandpaid  her  plenipotentiaries 
to  one  of  the  greatest  Empires  in  the  world,  its 
finances  could  not  be  in  the  state  they  were  repre- 
sented to  be.  The  whole  cost  of  the  Yictorian 
Agent-Gkneral's  Department  was  something  like 
£3,000,  and  why  should  the  New  Zealand  Agent- 
General's  Department  cost  so  much  more?  They 
would  not  be  acting  justly  to  the  colony  if  they 
TOted  this  sum.  The  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  and  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  both  did  good  service  to  the  colony 
when  they  went  Home,  and  charged  nothing  for 
it ;  and,  when  they  remembered  that  this  money 
was  spent  before  it  was  Toted,  they  could  not 
avoid  the  conclusion  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had 
trespassed  upon  the  courtesy  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BEES  said  the  honorable  member  for  £g- 
mont- spoke  as  if  he  (Mr.  Reee)  last  year  advo- 
cated that  this  moncT  sliould  be  paid.  He  was 
speaking  of  money  that  had  been  overdrawn  by 
a  public  servant,  and  in  what  he  said  he  was 
alluding  to  the  fact  of  public  money  being  over- 
drawn by  a  public  servant  before  he  had  a  right 
to  do  it.  He  did  not  say  that  he  would  support 
the  gift  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  of  such  an  enormous 
amount  as  this.  During  the  ton  months  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  was  away  he  spent  £6,000  inde- 
pendently of  this  sum  altogether,  and  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  could  never  get  any  de- 
tailed account  of  the  way  in  which  the  money 
was  spent.  The  only  explanation  they  got  was 
that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  calculated  that  ho  wns 
about  £2,800  out  of  pocket. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  did  not  altogether  agree 
with  the  argumenta  of  the  honorable  member  fur 
Bruce,  or  with  those  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverton.  Si  ill,  he  did  not  think  he  would  be 
able  to  vote  for  this  sum,  for  a  reason  which  ani- 
mated many  other  honorable  members,  who  had  an 
Mr,  Murray 


uneasy  feeling  that  the  money  would  not  beneit 
either  Sir  Julius  Yogel  or  hia  family.  Should  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  discontinue  to  act  for  the  cokray— 
and  they  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  would 
lose  his  services  for  some  time — he  would  vote  for 
even  a  larger  sum  that  the  Government  of  the  dsv 
might  propose,  provided  it  were  invested  in  tu^ 
a  way  that  it  would  benefit  his  family.  But,  in 
this  instance,  where  many  of  them  believed  that 
a  vote  from  the  public  funds  would  not  beneit 
either  Sir  Julius  Yogel  or  his  family,  he  hardly  fdt 
justified  in  voting  for  the  proposal  before  the 
Committee.  But  there  was  this  point  to  be  con- 
sidered: that,  if  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  a  jost 
object  of  the  obloquy  that  had  been  cast  upon 
him  that  night,  they  should  also  remember  that 
he  had  been  the  head  of  the  colony  and  the  bead 
of  a  province,  and,  if  the  colony  and  the  province 
had  put  him  into  power,  they  were  not  irrespon- 
sible for  the  acts  which  were  now  oond^nned. 
A  public  man  who  was  trusted  for  so  many  years, 
and  was  kept  in  power  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  must  have  done  good  work  of  some 
kind. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  he  was  not  present  when  tbii 
vote  came  up  last  year.  He  wa»  present  wboi 
the  question  of  the  appointment  of  the  Agent- 
General  came  up,  and  be  took  up  the  ground 
that  that  was  a  question  which  the  House  should 
not  interfere  with.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
he  did  not  question  the  fitness  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
for  the  office,  because  he  felt  that  a  man  woo 
was  competent  to  hold  the  position  of  Premier  of 
the  colony  was  competent  to  be  Agent-GenenL 
He  understood  that  this  money  l^d  been  ex- 
pended— extravagantly  expended,  he  believed ; 
but  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  not  altogether  to  blame 
for  the  extravagance  they  had  witnessed  in  con- 
nection with  their  Parliamentary  affairs.  Thia 
system  of  extravagance  had  been  growing  up  sU 
round,  so  much  so  that  the  State  ceremoniali 
and  other  similar  habits  that  were  growing  up  in 
Wellington  were  exercising  a  most  pernicious 
effect  upon  the  colony.  They  were  training  up 
a  class  who  aped  the  British  aristocracy  in  all 
kinds  of  extravagance,  and  creating  an  unhealtbj 
feeling,  which  permeated  the  whole  life  of  Uw 
colony  and  reacted  upon  the  House.  He  hoped, 
however,  lo  see  the  people  of  the  colony  sober 
down  before  long.  With  reference  to  this  vote, 
as  the  money  had  been  expended,  although  it 
had  been  expended  extravagantly,  as  he  believed, 
it  would  be  wrong  in  the  House  to  refuse  to 
pais  it. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  say  that  the  House 
should  vote  the  money  quite  independently  of 
the  fact  that  it  was  spent  without  the  authority 
of  the  House.  He  had  been  accused  by  one 
honorable  member  of  being  ungrateful  to  Sir 
Julius  Yogel.  He  should  like  to  be  told  what 
he  had  to  be  grateful  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  for. 
As  to  traducing  him,  he  had  done  nothing  of  the 
sort,  and  simply  stated  that  they  wiere  under  no 
obligation  to  vote  this  money.  If  it  were  asked 
as  a  recompense  for  some  distinguished  services 
rendered  to  the  colony,  they  might  vote  it  with 
A  good  grace ;  but  this  was  not  at  all  a  case  of 
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that  sort.  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had  exceeded  the  ?ery 
extravagant  allowance  which  was  mode  to  him, 
and  it  was  cool  eflroutery  on  his  part  to  come 
to  the  House  and  ask  for  £3,000  more,  lie  did 
not  hesitate  to  speak  in  disparagement  of  Sir 
Julius  Vogel,  for  he  did  not  know  that  there  was 
any  man  in  the  colony  who  had  done  so  much 
mischief  to  the  country,  financially  and  morally, 
as  he  had  done. 

Mr.  BE  ID  was  one  of  those  who,  last  session, 
were  against  granting  this  money  to  Sir  Julius 
Vogel.  The  question  had  gi?en  rise  to  a  great 
deal  of  party  feeling.  He  believed  that  many 
members  had  voted  against  granting  the  money 
because  they  wished  to  give  expression  to  their 
opinion  that  the  mission  had  been  an  extrava- 
gant one.  Since  that  time  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had 
been  appointed  Agent-General  for  the  colony, 
and  he  (Mr.  Reid)  had  good  reason  to  believe 
that  this  matter  was  of  some  little  importance  to 
liim.  They  should  remember  that,  while  they 
had  appointed  him  to  that  responsible  position, 
ihey  were  tlirowing  discredit  on  him  by  with- 
liolding  payment  of  the  money,  which  ho  had 
spent  in  the  service  of  the  colony,  and  which 
he  could  not  very  well  aflbrd  to  lose;  therefore 
he  would  vote  in  favour  of  the  grant.  The 
money  was  intended  to  be  a  free  gift  m  considera- 
tion of  his  services,  for  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had 
rendered  good  service  in  connection  with  the 
raising  of  recent  loans,  although,  at  the  same  time, 
he  (Mr.  Reid)  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the 
services  which  had  been  rendered  by  Sir  William 
Fitzherbert  when  he  went  Home  in  1868  were 
not  as  beneficial  to  the  colony  as  those  which  had 
been  rendered  to  the  colony  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel. 
Sir  William  Fitzherbert  was  the  fir.Ht  person  who 
brought  the  affairs  of  the  colony  prominently 
before  the  public  at  Home.  He  secured  the  con- 
solidation of  the  loans,  and  the  very  able  way  in 
which  he  managed  that  business  was  creditable 
to  him  and  beneficial  to  the  colony.  It  would  be 
a  graceful  act  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  pay 
to  Sir  Juhus  Vogel  the  money  asked  for,  and  have 
done  with  the  matter.  He  hoped  that  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  would  be  retained  as  Agent-General,  for  he 
believed  that  that  gentleman  was  doing  good 
serrice  in  his  present  position.  While  he '(Mr. 
Reid)  was  in  the  (Jovemment,  he  was  highly 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  conducted  his  department.  The  payment 
of  this  money  would  not  be  a  great  burden,  and, 
if  it  came  to  a  matter  of  voluntary  contribution, 
the  people  would  very  soon  subscribe  it.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  graceful  act  on  the  part  of 
the  House  to  pass  the  vote. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  would  not  have  spoken 
on  this  question  had  not  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Taieri  implied,  by  his  remarks,  that  it 
would  be  ungrateful  on  the  part  of  the  House  to 
refuse  this  money  to  Sir  JuUus  Vogel.  He  ad- 
mitted that  Sir  Juhus  Voj^el  had  done  good 
service  to  the  colony,  but  he  did  not  think  he 
did  very  good  service  when  he  went  on .  the 
mission  to  England.  He  went  Home,  in  fact, 
without  informing  the  House  that  he  was  going, 
and  he  w;ent  Home  when  the  colony  already  liad 
an  Agent- General  of  great  ability,  who  could  have 


done  the  work  which  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had  tp 
do  fully  as  well  as  that  gentleman  himself  did 
it.  The  colony  had  not  been  at  all  niggardly 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  treated  Sir  Juliu3 
Vogel.  It  gave  him  a  salary  of  £2,172  16s.  5d„ 
travelling  allowances,  £2,171  8s.,  and  special  al- 
lowance, £1,500;  and  it  also  paid  £283  for  the 
passages  of  himself  and  his  servant,  and  pro- 
vided him  also  with  a  private  secretary.  He 
(Mr.  Montgomery)  did  not  think  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  did  anything  more  than  his  duty  at 
Home,  and  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent  to  esta- 
blish to  allow  public  men  to  go  to  England,  and, 
after  spending  large  sums  of  money  in  a  manner 
which  their  position  did  not  warrant,  to  permit 
them  to  ask  the  House  to  recoup  them.  He 
would  not  be  unwilling  at  any  time  to  support 
a  vot«,  if  it  were  asked  for,  on  behalf  of  the 
family  of  a  gentleman  who  had  distinguished 
himself  by  his  services  to  the  colony.  He  would 
oppose  this  vote  if  it  was  only  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  a  corporation  to  increase  its  profits 
by  the  amount  of  the  vot^  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  his  opinion  this  money  should  never  have 
been  spent,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would,  out 
of  respect  for  themselves  and  their  constituents, 
decline  to  vote  the  money. 

Sir  G.  GREY  agreed  with  the  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  the  Minister  of  Justice  with  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  he  intend^  to  follow  the  same 
course  himself.  It  had  been  said  that  this  money 
hnd  been  spent;  but  he  was  on  the  Committee 
that  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  the  impression 
left  on  his  mind  was  that  no  proof  was  given 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  money  in*  a  justifiable 
way.  He  contended  that  any  public  servant 
who  was  charged  with  the  disbursement  of  public 
moneys,  and  who  disbursed  those  pubUc  moneys 
in  any  other  way  than  that  which  his  employer 
expected  him  to  do,  ought  to  be  punished  for 
so  doing.  His  own  belief  was,  that  Sir  Juliu'h 
Vogel's  mission  to  England  was  not  a  necessary 
mission.  It  was  concealed  from  the  House ;  he 
believed  it  was  entirely  unnecessary,  and  that 
it  was  for  his  own  convenience  that  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  was  allowed  to  proceed  to  England.  It  was 
admitted  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri 
that  the  expenditure  of  Sir  JuUus  Vogel  on  that 
occasion  was  extravagant.  He  (Sir  G.  Grey)  waa 
satisfied  that  it  was  very  extravagant,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  wrong  in  the  extreme  for  the 
colony  to  say  it  would  repay  all  money  spent  by 
a  public  servant  who  went  to  England,  not  on  a 
necessary  mission,  but  apparently  to  suit  his  own 
purpose.  It  was  wrong  that  the  colony  should 
allow  him  to  claim  from  this  country  as  large 
a  sum  of  money  as  Lord  Elgin  claimed  from 
Great  Britain  when  he  was  sent  as  a  Pleni- 
potentiary to  China.  The  claim  should  certainly 
not  be  allowed.  As  the  House  came  to  the  con- 
clusion last  year  that  the  claim  should  not  be 
paid,  the  difficulty  had  now  been  got  over  by 
putting  the  amount  down  as  "honorarium." 
That  was  altogether  a  misnomer.  If  it  was 
intended  to  make  a  present  of  the  money  to 
Sir  Julius  Vogel,  the  late  Government  should 
have  said  so  at  once.  There  should  not  have 
been  an  attempt  made   in    the  first  place   to 
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obUin  the  amount  m  if  it  had  been  expended 
in  the  public  eervioe.  If  it  was  to  be  an  bono- 
rarium  it  shoald  hare  been  asked  for  as  such  at 
onoe.  It  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  mem* 
ber  for  the    Taieri    that,  if    the    money  were 

f'lTon  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  it  would  be  no  great 
urden  on  the  people  of  the  colony.  He  held 
that,  if  a  burden  was  unjust,  lioweTer  trifling  it 
miffht  be  it  was  a  great  burden.  He  was  pained 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  giro 
that  as  a  reason  why  the  money  should  be  paid. 
The  Gk)?emment  were  about  to  make  great  re- 
ductions in  the  public  serrice,  and  many  of  the 
G-OTernment  officers  would  be  compelled  either 
to  lose  their  employment  or  giye  up  some  portion 
of  their  income.  For  Sir  Julius  Vo^el  to  obtain 
from  the  House  a  sura  of  money  to  imburse  him 
for  most  extraTagant  expenditure  while  he  was 
on  a  mission  wh^h  was  absolutely  unnecessary, 
^would  be  a  most  wrong  thing.  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  pass  this  Tote  without  throwing  a 
lasting  blot  on  the  fame  of  the  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand,  •  and  it  would  be  quoted  for  all 
time   as    a   wrong    act.     He    hoped    honorable 

gentlemen  would,  before  voting  this  money,  re- 
ect  upon  that  point  as  well  as  upon  the  others 
which  had  been  raised.  He  should  decidedly 
give  his  Tote  against  it,  as  he  entirely  agreed 
with  what  the  Minister  of  Justice  had  said. 
He  felt  assured  that  now,  in  a  time  of  great 
pecuniary  distress  and  difficulty,  the  payment  of 
this  sum  would  be  felt.  Every  home  in  New 
Zealand  must  contribute  something  towards  the 
payment  of  this  £3,000,  making  up  an  extrava- 
gant expenditure  which,  he  believed,  would  con- 
siderably exceed  £10,000.  It  was  excessively 
wrong  to  refer,  in  the  way  that  had  been  done, 
to  the  mission  of  Sir  William  Fitzherbert.  He 
was  in  England  at  the  time,  and  he  declared 
that  Sir  William  Fitzherbert*s  work  was  great 
in  every  way.  He  reflected  credit  on  the  colony, 
and  his  conduct  excited  admiration  in  England. 
He  (Sir  Qt.  Grey)  should  say  no  more  on  this 
matter,  but  he  must  protest  solemnly  against 
the  vote.  He  should  oo  his  utmost  against  any 
such  charge  being  made  upon  the  people  of  New 
Zealand. 

MTr.  W.  WOOD  felt  bound,  as  a  duty  to  his 
constituents,  to  vote  against  this  item.  He  did 
not  wish  to  lay  himself  open  to  the  charge  of 
ingratitude  to  any  one  who  was  said  to  have  con- 
ferred great  benefits  on  the  colony,  but  he  ques- 
tioned whether  Sir  Julius  Vogel  s  services  had 
been  an  unmixed  good  to  New  Zealand.  He  had 
very  great  doubt  on  that  question.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  that  gentleman  had  played  a  very 
important  part  in  the  colony,  and  hod  received 
the  support  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity for  a  very  considerable  time.  The  time 
might  come  when  they  micht  consider  whether  a 
gratuity  might  not  be  paid  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
as  an  acknowledgment  for  his  services,  but  he 
felt  bound  again  to  give  his  vote  against  this  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  ROWE  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  had   stated  that,  had  this   money  been 

Eaid  to  Lady  Vo^el,  he  should  not  have  fo  much 
esitation  in  voting  it.     If  his  honorable  friend 
Sir  G.  Orey 


had  contracted  this  debt  of  £3,000  lie  woqH 
have  felt  bound  in  honor  to  use  every  legithnate 
means  to  get  the  money  paid.  He  beHered  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  had  spent  every  shilling  of  tliis 
money.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  monej 
was  to  go  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  to  his  family,  or  to 
any  other  person.  He  believed  the  money  would 
go  to  replace  what  Sir  JuliusVogel  had  abso- 
lutely spent  in  his  mission  to  England,  and,  if  so, 
he  (iir.  Rowe)  would  be  perfectly  satisfied.  He 
entertained  different  views  from  those  expressed 
by  several  honorable  members  who  had  spoken  on 
this  subject.  No  vote  that  he  had  ever  giren  in 
this  House  would  afford  him  greater  pleasure  than 
the  vote  he  would  give  In  favour  of  this  sum  being 
passed,  because  he  believed  it  had  been  righteooslj 
earned  and  was  well  deserved,  and  that  in  Totmg 
this  amount  they  would  not  have  paid  Sir  JaUas 
Vogel  all  the  colony  was  indebted  to  him.  He 
looked  upon  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  and  had  looked 
upon  him  for  years  past,  as  one  of  the  most  aUe, 
most  honest,  and  most  consistent  politidaos  that 
New  Zealand  had  ever  seen,  and  one  certalnlj 
who  had  effected  more  good  for  the  colony  than 
any  other  politician  who  had  ever  been  connected 
with  it.  It  was  true  that  he  did  not  improve  of 
some  of  his  actions.  As  to  the  extraTagasoe 
talked  about,  the  fault  was  that  of  the  oobnj 
as  a  whole.  Sir  Julius  Vogel  proposed  a  pdicj 
which  he  Miered  was  in  the  interest  of  the 
colony,  and  the  people  got  quite  as  extravanntai, 
if  not  more  so  than,  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  JBreiy- 
body  rushed  to  get  what  could  be  got  out  of  the 
borrowed  money.  He  did  not  blame  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  more  than  he  blamed  the  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand.  No  doubt  they  had  learned  wis- 
dom from  experience.  He  was  exceedinglj 
pleased  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had  been  ap- 
pointed A^ent-G^neral  last  year,  and  he  liad 
been  especially  pleased  at  his  conduct  in  con- 
nection with  the  office.  No  man  could  fulfil  the 
duties  more  thoroughly  and  earnestly  in  the  in- 
terests of  New  Zetuand.  He  should  vote  with 
pleasure  for  the  amount  being  paid. 

Question  put,  "That  the  item  be  omitted;** 
upon  which  a  division  waa  called  for,  wiUi  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         ...        21 

Noes         88 


Majority  against 


IS 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  DIgnan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Qisbome, 
Sir  O.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 


Ates. 

Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe. 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swaneon, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Bees. 

Noes. 

I  Mr.  Macfiirhuie, 
I  Mr.  Mandert, 
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Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kellj, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 


Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 
Tellert. 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Shrimski. 


Tlie  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed. 

Mr.  BUBNS  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  bonus  for  iron  production  which 
used  to  be  on  the  Estimates  had  disappeared.  As 
iron  was  the  foundation  of  all  their  industries,  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  Qt>Tem- 
ment  to  consider  whether  they  could  not  see 
their  wa^  to  put  the  bonus  on  the  Estimates  again. 
They  might  issue  a  fresh  set  of  regulations  in 
regard  to  it.  He  thought  it  would  be  as  much 
good  to  the  country  as  the  bonus  for  beet-root 
sugar,  and  other  things. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said,  with  regard  to  the  work, 
"  New  Zealand  Grasses,"  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  any  nrogress  had  been  made. 

Sir  Qc.  OBEY  said  a  great  deal  of  progress  had 
been  made.  There  was  a  difficulty  in  getting 
paper  for  printing  some  of  the  plates. 

Mr.  BUBNS  asked  if  the  plates  were  being 
executed  in  the  colony. 

Sir  Qt.  GREY  said  they  were.  They  could  be 
better  executed  in  the  colony  than  anywhere  else. 
We  certainly  had  quite  as  good  artists  for  the 
purpose  as  oould  be  found  elsewhere. 

Item,  £30,852  Ss.  lOd.,  agreed  to. 

Exchange  and  Commission,  £2,500,  agreed  to. 

New  Zealand  Institute,  £500,  agreed  to. 

Dbfbkcb  Loak. 
Boads,  Natire  distrioU,  North  Island,  £12,000, 
agreed  to. 

Land  Fttkd. 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £20,848  128.,  agreed 
to. 

SuTTeys,  £155,529  3s.  4d. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BBO  WN  called  attention  to  the  item, 
"  Chief  Snrreyor,  Otago  District,  £600,  also.  Public 
Works,  £300."  He  wished  to  know  why  that 
officer  reoeired  £900  a  year.  The  gentleman  who 
filled  the  office  had  been  ecrcral  years  in  the  ser- 
yice  of  Otago  at  a  salary  of  i^600  a  year,  and  con- 
sidered hiinself  well  paid.  He  could  not  imagine 
why  it  was  proposed  now  to  increase  his  salary 
by  £800,  pi^icularly  as  they  were  talking  ot 
keeping  salaries  down  as  much  as  possible.  He 
thought  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  this  item, 
although  these  were  the  Estimates  of  the  late 
GoTcmment. 

Mr.  STOUT  also  thought  that  there  must  be 
some  mistake.  It  could  ncTer  hare  been  intended 
that  the  Chief  Surveyor  of  Otago  should  receiTe 
£900  a  year. 

VOL.  XXYn.-60. 


Mr.  MACANDBBW  said  that,  as  there  was 
eyidently  some  mistake,  it  would  be  as  well  to 
pass  the  item,  leaving  it  to  the  Goremment  to 
rectify  the  matter. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  called  attention  to  the  items, 
" SurTCTor-G^neral "  and  ''Assistant  Surreyor- 
G«neral."  He  was  aware  that  Mr.  Thomson  *wa8 
appointed  Surreyor-General,  but  he  was  not  pre- 
riously  aware  of  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant 
Surrey or-G^neral.  He  wished  to  know  who  that 
officer  was,  why  he  was  appointed,  and  why  the 
Chief  Surveyor  of  Wellington  could  not  perform 
the  duties  of  Assistant  Surreyor-G^neral,  at  a 
slightly  increased  salary,  if  such  an  office  were 
necessary.  Then,  again,  if  it  were  necessary  to 
appoint  an  Assistant  Surveyor- General  he  wished 
to  know  why  another  officer  was  placed  above  the 
Chief  Surveyor  of  Wellington,  who  was  under- 
stood to  have  been  a  competitor  with  Mr.  Thom- 
son for  the  office  of  Surveyor-General.  If  the 
Chief  Survepror  of  Wellington  was  possessed  of 
sufficient  ability  to  rank  next  to  Mr.  Thomson 
for  the  office  of  Surveyor-General, — and  there 
was  no  doubt  of  his  ability, — ^he  was  surely  the 
fittest  man  to  fill  the  office  of  Assistant  Surveyor- 
General. 

Mr.  BOWE  observed  there  was  an  item, 
"  Mining  Surveyor,  £300,"  set  down  for  Auck- 
land. There  was  no  necessity  for  a  Mining  Sur- 
veyor at  Auckland,  and,  if  such  an  officer  were 
required  at  all,  he  should  be  at  the  Thames  ;  but 
there  was  no  provision  for  a  Mining  Surveyor 
there.  This  seemed  to  be  an  attempt  to  create  a 
new  office. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  might  say  that  something  would 
be  struck  off  the  vote  for  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land, but  he  was  not  yet  quite  certain  where  the 
reduction  would  be  effected.  He  would  inquire 
further  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  BOWE  was  very  much  afraid  that  some- 
body would  get  the  money  if  it  were  passed.  He 
might  say  that  some  residents  of  the  Thames 
brought  under  the  attention  of  the  late  Attorney- 
General,  then  Besident  Minister  at  Auckland,  the 
fact  that  reductions  could  be  made  at  the  Thames 
in  the  Surv^  Department.  The  result  was  that 
savings  to  the  amount  of  £2,000  a  year  were 
effected.  Among  others,  the  salary  oi  the  Min- 
ing Inspector  was  struck  off. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  item  was  put  on  the 
Estimates  by  the  late  Government.  The  present 
Gt>vemment  would  reduce  the  expenditure  where 
possible. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  oould  assure  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that  great  reductions  would  be 
made  in  the  Survey  I^partment.  From  conver- 
sations he  had  had  with  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, he  was  led  to  believe  that  the  expenditure 
oould  be  reduced  by  nearly  one-third. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  thought,  if  so  great 
a  reduction  as  one-third  were  made  in  the  Survey 
Department,  tiie  surveys  would  not  be  nearly 
so  satisfactory  as  the^  were  at  present.  The 
Snrveyor-Gtoneral  was  inclined  to  keep  down  the 
permanent  staff,  and  to  do  as  much  as  possible  by 
contract.  However,  he  felt  sure  that  a  less  sum 
than  was  now  on  the  Estimates  would  not  enable 
the  department  to  be  worked  properiy.     The 
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Bjttem  of  auiTpy  carried  out  in  Otago  was  no 
doubt  very  good,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
the  work  wa«  not  at  all  satisfactorj. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  Goremment 
wculd  do  nothing  to  prejudice  the  efficiency  of 
the  serrice.  The  Surreyor-Gkneral  had  informed 
him  that  a  jrreat  saving  could  be  effected. 

Mr.  ROWE  thought  £26,000  far  too  much 
money  to  spend  in  Auckland  on  sarrejs  in  one 
year. 

Mr.  REID  was  sorry  to  hear  the  Minister  for 
Lands  say  ho  could  make  so  large  a  reduction  in 
the  Survey  Department.  The  Surreyor-Gkneml 
and  himself  had  had  many  conversations  before  the 
present  Estimates  were  made  out,  and  that  officer 
had  informed  him  that  the  sum  put  down  was  the 
lowest  for  which  the  department  could  be  woi^ed. 
It  would  not  be  economy  at  all  to  reduce  tho 
staff,  because  that  would  mean  that  less  work 
would  be  done.  The  difficulty  now  was  that  the 
department  could  not  find  sufficient  men  to  carry 
on  the  work.  It  would  be  absurd  to  make  reduc- 
tions in  the  department  with  the  view  of  saving 
outlay.  Honorable  gentlemen  should  remember 
that  before  land  could  be  sold  it  would  have 
to  be  surveyed.  A  »um  of  £3,000  was  put  down 
for  survejs  under  the  Native  Lands  Act.  He 
knew  of  many  cases  in  which,  for  want  of  a  small 
expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  Gt)vemment, 
large  blocks  of  land  were  lying  idle,  because  the 
Natiyes  had  r.ot  the  money  to  pay  for  the  survey 
of  them.  It  would  be  wise  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  GK)vemment  to  have  such  lands  surveyed  by 
their  own  staff.  At  present  they  were  surveyed 
by  men  who  frequently  were  not  responsible  at 
•11.  He  hoped  the  item  would  be  passed ;  and, 
of  course,  if  the  surveys  were  not  made,  the 
money  would  not  be  spent.  He  trusted  that 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  in  the  department 
would  not  be  out  down,  because  he  knew  the 
officers  were  not  overpaid.  He  might  point  out 
that  there  was  a  great  outcxy  in  many  parts  of  the 
country  because  the  lands  were  not  surveyed  fast 
enough.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  said 
with  respect  to  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Surveyor  of 
Otago,  he  also  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  a 
mistake.  This  appropriation  would  only  oom- 
menoe  from  the  dOth  June  next,  but  the  officer 
in  question  was  fulfilling  the  duties  of  provincial 
surveyor  and  officer  in  charge  of  public  works  for 
some  time  before  June.  The  salaiy  was  only 
£600  a  year. 

Sir  G.  GBET  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Sgmont  had  informed  the  House  that,  it  being  his 
duty  to  look  into  these  things,  he  had  gone  care- 
fully into  the  matter  and  found  that  no  reduction 
could  be  made. .  The  present  Gbvemment  being 
in  power,  it  was  their  duty  to  look  into  these 
things.  They  had  done  so,  and  they  found  that 
reductions  could  be  made.  That  vras  one  of  the 
advantages  of  a  chaziffe  of  Goyemment. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  pointed  out  that  the 
cost  of  the  surveys  in  Auddand,  Taranaki,  Wel- 
lington, and  other  provinces  for  the  past  quarter 
had  been  considerably  in  excess  of  the  receipts 
from  the  s^s  of  land  in  the  same  districts.  He 
trusted  that  the  Minister  for  Lands  would  look 
into  the  matter,  and  see  whether  so  much  money 
Major  AiJcitiMon 


'  should  be  spent  on  surveys  in  proportion  to  the 

'  returns  from  the  sale  of  lands,  and  that  he  irDold 

not  be  deterred  by  the  statement  of  the  honor' 

able  member  for  the  Taieri  that  all  those  large 

expenses  were  necessary.     Those  expenses  should 

be  cut  down,  as  they  were  more  than  necessary. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  there  were  two  realms 

!  why  the  surveys  in  the  North  Island  had  exceeded 

*  the  amounts  received  from  land  sales.    Host  of 

*  the  land  had  not  become  waste  lands  of  Uis 
Crown  ;  they  were  in  a  transition  state,  and  tbs 
surveys  were  required  to  render  there  availsUs 
for  settlement.  A  good  deal  of  the  land  had  been 
given  in  satisfaction  of  Volunteer  scrip,  and  there- 
fore the  land  which  had  been  put  into  Uie  maiist 

'  had  been  taken  up  under  scrip  where  cash  ought 
to  have  been  paid.     However,  that  state  of  thiogi 

I  would  soon  cease,  as  in  six  months'  lime  there 
would  be  no  more  Volunteer  scrip. 

I  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  had  not  heard  that  ex- 
planation given  before.  He  would  look  into  this 
matter  of  Volunteer  scrip,  and  perhaps  refer  to 
it  at  some  future  time.  He  only  wanted  to  know 
why  the  colony  should  spend  so  much  monej 
with  so  little  to  show  for  it,  and  he  hoped  that 
his  honorable  friend  the  Minister  for  Lands 
would  sec  that  economy  was  practised. 

I  Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  the  SurveTO^ 
General  had  been  appointed  nine  months  seo, 

I  and  he  believed  it  was  the  best  appointment  tne 
colony  could  have  made.  He  was  a  most  eflScient 
officer,  and  had  been  in  the  public  service  of 
Otago  for  eighteen  years.  He  was  a  practicsl 
man,  and  the  surveys  of  that  province  were  veiy 
much  indebted  to  liim.  Altogether  the  oolooy 
was  very  fortunate  in  haying  secured  his  servicei. 
Mr.  BOWEN  said  that  it  was  all  very  well  to 
talk  about  economy  in  the  conduct  of  the  puUic 
service,  but  they  must  consider  where  economy 
could  best  be  exercised.  The  surveys  had  been 
in  arrear  all  throaghout  the  colony.  He  did  not 
know  anything  that  required  greater  reform  tbsn 
the  survey  system  throughout  the  colony.  W« 
must  see  that  the  surveys  are  uniformly  kept 
up  in  both  Islands.  Land  purdmsers  bad  been 
kept  out  of  the  land  long  after  they  had  jiaid 
for  it,  and  there  had  been  universal  oomplwnt 
Within  the  last  few  years  everybody  had  been 
blaming  the  Gt>yemment,  and  complaining  thst 
no  adequate  steps  were  taken  to  bring  op  the 
surveys.  It  would  be  unwise  to  attempt  sn 
economy  which  will  retard  the  aettlement  of  tM 
country.  The  honorable  gentleman  would  find 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  economise  one- 
third,  or  anything  like  one-third,  on  these  B»|*" 
mates,  if  he  really  intended  to  carry  out  the 
surveys  properly. 

Mr.  ROWE  said  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Kaiapoi  formed  the  strongsst 
argument  that  could  possibly  be  adduced  for 
economy.  There  was  no  branch  of  the  pubhc 
service  upon  which  more  money  had  been  wasted 
than  upon  the  Survey  Department.  Economy 
should  be  exercised,  and  a  greater  amount  of  <»f* 
taken  in  the  surveys  than  had  been  bestowed  m 
the  past.  During  the  last  ten  or  twelve  yew* 
the  surveys  had  cost  an  enormous  amount,  and, 
if  work  had  been  done  for  the  money  paid,  the 
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Burreya  would  not  now  be  so  far  behind  —  they 
would  haye  been  brought  up  to  a  proper  state. 
There  was,  therefore,  a  necessity  for  exercising 
care  in  connection  with  this  matter.  He  thought 
a  portion  of  the  survey  work  should  be  done  by 
contract. 

Mr.  GIBBS  approved  of  the  statement  that 
they  should  endeavour  to  secure  value  for  the 
money  expended.  In  Nelson  the  arrears  of  sur- 
veys were  very  ereat.  There  were  deposits  in 
the  Land  Office  for  land  that  should  have  been 
surveyed  long  ago,  and  irhich  was  not  yet  sur- 
veyed. 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  the  surveys  shoidd  be 
done  well  and  efficiently,  for  it  was  false  economy 
to  get  the  surveys  done  cheaply,  as  that  generally 
involved  inaccuracy.  Contract  surveys  woul J  not 
answer  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  especially  in 
bush  country,  where  contract  surveys  could  not 
be  relied  on.  He  hoped,  above  all  things,  that 
the  Minister  for  Lands  would  see  that  the  surveys 
were  done  accurately,  as  cheap  surveys  were  a 
great  mistake. 

Item,  £155,529  3s.  4d.,  agreed  to. 

Survey  Offices,  £4,540,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous,  £96,150. 

Mr.  SHBEHAN  moved  the  omission  of  the 
items,  "  Honorarium  to  Sir  Penrose  Julyan  for 
services  in  connection  with  Sinking  Fuud  of  Can- 
terbury loans,  £105,'*  and  **  Grants  to  Counties, 
Boad  and  River  Boards,  £80,000."  The  latter 
was  omitted  simply  on  a  technical  ground  as  to 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  be  voted  on  the  Esti- 
mates. 

Item  as  reduced,  £16,045,  agreed  to. 

Tbust  Fund. 

Government  Insurance  Account,  £12,770. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  like  to  have  some 
statement  as  to  what  the  Government  proposed 
to  do  in  this  case.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
late  Government  not  to  appoint  a  Commissioner 
of  Annuities,  and  they  proposed  to  introduce  an 
Act  providing  that,  in  future,  the  department 
should  be  managed  by  a  Board.  The  powers 
given  to  the  Commissioner  were  enormous,  and 
were  not  at  all  safe  for  one  roan  to  exercise. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  Government  had  not 
yet  fully  considered  the  subject.  Before  the  Ap- 
propriation Act  was  passed  he  would  again  call 
attention  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thought  the  best  course  would 
be  for  the  Government  to  withdraw  the  item,  and 
if  they  found  it  necessary  they  could  bring  down 
the  item  afterwards  in  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  EEYNOLDS  did  not  know  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  which  required  more 
careful  management  than  this.  He  had  known 
cases  in  which  people  who  were  refused  by  other 
offices  were  taken  by  the  Gt)vemment  Insurance 
Office.  He  thought  there  had  been  a  want  of 
proper  supervision.  He  thought  the  department 
should  be  put  directly  under  a  Minister. 

Major  ATKINSON  differed  entirely  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  He  thought 
it  would  be  very  objectionable  to  place  the  de- 
partment under  a  Minister,  as  there  were  strong 


reasons  why  political  power  should  not  affect  the 
office  at  all.  If  a  Minister  was  to  have  practical 
power  over  it,  then,  of  course,  political  power 
would  be  apt  to  affect  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  moved.  That  the  item  "  Gb- 
vemment  Insurance  Commissioner,  £800,"  be 
omitted. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  the  argument  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  would  apply 
equally  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  or  the  Minister 
for  Lands.  He  thought  the  vote  should  be  left 
as  it  stood.  If  they  could  dispense  with  the  vote, 
and  if  it  were  desirable  to  appoint  a  Board,  the 
House  would  have  sufficient  time  to  decide.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  it  was  desirable 
to  have  a  Board.  That  Board  would  be  composed, 
probably,  of  men  already  holding  office,  and,  by 
the  usual  mysterious  process,  their  salaries  would 
grow  until  each  had  as  much  as  the  present  Com- 
missioner. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  was  not  a  ques- 
tion oi  how  much  it  would  cost.  It  might  pay  to 
give  a  Commissioner  £2,000,  if  he  did  the  work 
properly.  He  thought  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
strike  out  the  vote.  If  the  Government  siter- 
wards  came  down  and  told  the  House  that  it  was 
determined  to  appoint  a  Commissioner,  a  sum 
could  be  placed  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates. 
He  was  sure  they  could  not  get  a  competent  man 
for  £800.  He  knew  Sir  Julius  Yogel  tried  io 
get  one  or  two  competent  men,  but  they  wanted 
double  that  amount,  and  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  they  would  come  for  that. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  the  vote  as  it  was.  They  could  depend 
upon  the  Government  giving  the  House  full  in- 
formation before  the  Appropriation  Act  was 
passed.  If  it  were  decided  to  have  a  Board,  they 
ought  to  have  more  Commissioners  than  one,  who 
ought  to  be  in  the  centres  of  population,  and  not 
confined  to  Wellington.  The  great  bulk  of  the 
business  was  not  done  in  Wellington. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  whole  of  it  is  done 
in  Wellington. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— On  reports  from  the  other 
provincial  districts.  It  was  m  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts that  the  greatest  care  was  required,  and 
far  more  business  was  done  outside  of  Welling- 
ton than  in  it. 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  every  department  of  the 
Government  should  be  brought  within  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Ministry  and  of  the  House.  He 
demurred  altogether  to  a  department  of  this  kind 
being  in  the  hands  of  an  irresponsible  Board. 
One  good  head  would  manage  it  much  better  than 
four  indifferent  ones.  There  would  be  no  unity 
of  action  in  such  a  Board  as  tiiere  would  be  in 
case  of  only  one  head.  The  Government  ought 
to  get  a  thoroughly  good  man  for  the  position, 
even  though  they  had  topay  a  high  salary. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  that  the  de- 
partment should  be  quite  free  from  all  political 
influence,  and  also  tnat  there  should  be  a  good 
man  at  the  head  of  it.  But  they  could  not  get  a 
first-class  man  for  £800  a  year.  He  preferrea  one 
head  to  the  depsrtment  to  ita  being  managed  by 
a  Board.  It  required  very  close  looking  after, 
and  he  believed  there  had  been  lives  taken  whi<^ 
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•bould  neTer  bATo  been  ininred.  He  had  tlto 
heard  that  the  iniunnce  mooej  bad  not  been 
paid  in  some  catea  for  rtrj  good  reaaonB,  and 
that  the  suiriyon  did  not  dare  to  lue,  beoauie 
they  knew  that  misrepretentationi  bad  been 
made.  He  thought  the  Committee  might  paet 
this  Tote,  and  then  the  honorable  member  in 
charge  of  the  Estimates  might  come  down  after- 
wards with  another  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the 
salary  of  a  good  officer.  There  should  also  be 
good  officers  appointed  in  the  centres  of  popula- 
tion throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  would  point  out  that  there 
was  nobody  yet  appointed  to  this  office,  and,  as 
fix  months  of  the  year  would  have  elapsed  at  the 
end  of  next  month,  the  £800  would  be  quite  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  best  man  for  the  remaining 
■ix  months. 

Mr.  J.  B.  BROWN  said  that,  from  some  com- 
plaints that  had  been  made  to  him  with  regard 
to  this  department,  he  thought  it  would  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  that  a  good  man  should 
be  appointed  to  the  head  of  it.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
that  it  was  not  in  Wellington  that  the  risk  was 
incurred,  but  it  was  taken  by  the  agents  through- 
out the  colony.  He  had  had  a  case  brought  under 
his  notice  quite  lately  of  a  man  in  Canterbury 
whose  life  was  insured  bj  this  office  for  £3,000, 
and  whose  life  he  would  not  hare  insiured  for 
£100.  The  whole  soWenoy  of  the  department 
depended  upon  the  chief  agents  in  the  centres  of 
population.  As  for  a  B<Mrd,  it  simply  meant 
that  three  or  four  of  the  present  officials  who 
were  now  drawing  £700  or  £800  a  year  would  be 
i^pointed  as  a  Board,  and  would  get  their  salaries 
supplemented  by  an  extra  £200  or  £800  a  year. 
It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  put  any  of  the 
present  officials  at  the  head  of  the  department, 
which  required  the  most  active  and  closest  soru- 
tiny.  He  would  call  attention  to  the  item  **  Four 
Chief  Agents,  £1,600."  From  information  he  had 
receired,  he  beliered  it  was  the  intention  that 
one  of  these  agents  should  receiTc  £800,  and  that 
the  remaining  £80<)  was  to  be  divided  amongst 
the  other  three.  That  would  be  manifestly  unfair, 
and  he  thought  the  honorable  member  in  charge 
of  the  Estimates  might  insert  the  word  "each," 
BO  as  to  show  that  the  agents  were  to  be  treated 
alike. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  would  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that  under  the  commission  system, 
which,  no  doubt,  was  the  best,  there  was  a 
tendency,  in  the  centres  of  population,  for  the 
agents  to  look  too  much  after  the  big  sums,  and 
not  to  push  the  smaller  sums  as  much  as  they 
ought  to  do.  One  of  the  objects  of  this  institu- 
tion was  to  encourage  providence  in  artisans  and 
persons  of  that  class,  and  be  feared  that  was 
that  rather  overlooked,  as  it  was  much  more 
advantageous  to  the  agents  to  press  the  larger 
sums. 

Mr.  SHE£HAN,in  reference  to  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ashlev  said,  might  point  out 
that,  although  £800  might  be  too  much  to  give  to 
one  chief  agent  when  three  others  were  to  have 
only  the  same  amount  divided  amongst  them, 
Jfr,  Montgomery 


still  there  were  differences  in  the  value  of  serrioet 
which  must  be  considered. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  thought  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  force  in  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  said ;  and  not  only  the  GK>vemment, 
but  every  member  of  the  House,  and  every  penon 
in  the  c<uony,  should  act  as  an  insurance  agent  in 
trying  to  induce  others  to  insure  their  lives  and 
make  provision  for  their  families. 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  suggest  that  Ministers 
should  commence  vrith  the  Civil  servants  Mid 
make  them  insure,  as  they  were  rather  fond  of 
coming  to  the  House  for  assistance. 

Sir  G.  OREY  might  say  that  only  that  very 
day  he  had  done  something  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  MURRAY-AYNSLEY  would  point  out 
that  the  Government  could  easily  carry  out  the 
idea  of  getting  the  smaller  insurances,  by  giving  a 
larger  commission  on  small  sums  uid  reducmg 
the  rates  for  the  larger. 

Item,  £12,770,  agroed  to. 

Native  Reserves  Account,  £1,855.   . 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  called  attention  to  the 
item,  "  Commissioner  (also  Native  Landa  Frauds 
Prevention  Act,  £100),  £100.*'  He  thought  that 
represented  a  much  larger  sum  than  was  down  on 
the  Estimates.  He  believed  there  was  a  salaiy  of 
£^00  paid  to  the  gentleman  holdixfg  this  office, 
but  that  it  was  in  the  Native  Trusts  Account,  and 
did  not  appear  in  the  Appropriation  Act.  . 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  might  say  that  he  vras  not  at 
all  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  Trust 
Accounts  were  being  kept,  and  was  having  an 
inquiry  made  into  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  held  a  strong  opinion  that 
those  accounts  should  be  placed  under  the  Public 
Trustee,  who,  with  the  Native  Trustees,  could  act 
as  a  Board  of  Management.  Some  of  these  Na- 
tive Trusts  had  been  devoted  to  other  objects 
than  those  for  which  they  were  created.  For 
example,  they  had  been  alienated  in  the  interest 
of  certain  religious  bodies,  and  of  municipal' 
bodies.  The  account  of  these  Native  Trusts 
would,  he  feared,  form  a  sad  page  in  the  history 
of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thought  that  the  NaUves 
should  get  the  management  of  these  affidrs  them- 
selves, as  it  would  show  them  that  they  were 
getting  fair- play.  He  knew  the  Natives  were 
under  the  impression  that  these  reserves  were 
made  for  the  benefit  of  certain  European 
officers. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  when  the  Act  of 
1873  was  passed  he  took  the  objection  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  now  took,  and 
contended  that  the  Natives  should  be  made  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  matter  themselves,  and 
that  there  were  some  of  the  Natives  who  were 
perfectly  competent  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  reserves.  He  understood 
from  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  that  steps 
would  be  taken  in  that  direction  in  the  follow- 
ing year ;  but  nothing  was  done.  If  the  present 
Government  were  in  cnarge  next  year,  they  would 
introduce,  in  addition  to  the  Native  Lands  Bill, 
a  measure  to  deal  with  these  reserves. 

Item,  £1,855,  agreed  to.   . 
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Public  Tbttst  Oppiob. 

Public  Trust  Office,  £1,240,  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  aud  leare  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tueadaffy  21th  November,  1877. 


Fint  Be*dinf;s — Second  Beading— Third  Beading— Jack- 
■on'i  Bay — Kakanni  Harbour  Board  Bill— Peninsula 
County  Bill  —  Education  Bill  —  Taranaki  Smelting 
Works  Bill— Canterbury  Boada  Bill— Foxton  Harbour 
Bill— Southland  Boya'  and  Girls'  High  School  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIUST  READINGS. 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Bill,  Qamaru 
Harbour  Bill,  Public  Libraries  Bill,  Food  and 
Drugs  Bill,  Mining  Companies  Bill,  Crown  Re- 
dress BilL 

SECOND  READING. 
Roxburgh  Reserve  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Christchurch  Reserves  Bill. 

JACKSON'S  BAY. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  Whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  GoTemment  to  continue  the  present 
rate  of  subsidy  to  the  Special  Settlement  at  Jack- 
son's Bay?  The  interest  he  took  in  the  un- 
fortunate Italians  at  Jackson's  Bay  prompted 
him  to  ask  this  question.  It  would  be  found  in 
the  report  of  the  Government  Agent  that  it  was 
particularly  stated  that  there  was  no  clergyman 
whatever  in  the  settlement  to  check  immorality, 
there  was  no  doctor,  and  no  capitalist  had  found 
his  way  there  to  develop  the  resources  which,  he 
sincerely  believed,  merely  existed  in  the  report. 
The  Affent  himself  honestly  declared  that  he  had 
no  wish  to  impose  on  the  Government  or  on  the 
people.  He  said  the  settlement  had  cost  £20,000, 
and  without  further  subsidies  it  must  collapse. 
He  (Captain  Eraser)  would  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  during 
the  recess  he  might  utilize  that  rery  expensive 
toy,  the  ''Hinemoa,"  and  visit  the  settlement,  in 
order  to  judge  by  personal  inspection  whether  it 
could  not  be  put  a  stop  to,  or,  at  least,  whether 
he  could  not  bring  back  a  great  number  of  those 
Italians,  who  were  almost  prisoners  down  there, 
with  the  mountains  at  their  back,  with  the  sea 
in  their  front,  and  with  no  money  in  their 
pockets. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  very 
soon  after  entering  office  the  Government  had 
had  their  attention  called'  to  this  matter,  and  no 
doubt  there  was  very  great  occasion  for  action 
being  taken  in  that  direction.  A  Royal  Commis- 
sion had  been  appointed,  or  was  in  course  of  ap- 
pointment, and  the  whole  subject  would  be  fully 


inyestigated.  If  absolutely  necessary,  some  such 
step  as  the  honorable  gentleman  suggested  might 
be  carried  out. 

KAKANUI  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  movine 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  felt  that  he  had 
an  onerous  task  before  him  to  induce  honorable 
gentlemen  to  give  a  favourable  reception  to  this 
measure.  He  confessed  he  had  great  diffidence  in 
attempting  to  do  so  much  justice  to  the  subject 
as  to  weieh  against  the  strongly  expressed  opin- 
ions whi(ui  they  heard  last  night  from  honorable 
members  ;  but  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  convince  the 
Council  that  this  was  not  a  Harbour  Board  Bill 
such  as  they  had  been  commonly  accustomed 
to.  It  was  not  a  prospective  proposal  dealing 
with  the  future,  but  it  was  rather  an  appeal  to 
honorable  members  to  enable  the  Council  to  yali- 
date  the  past,  and  a  past  which  had  been,  as  re- 
garded this  harbour,  eminently  productive  of 
success.  It  appeared  that  this  little  Harbour  of 
Xakanui  had  formerly  no  trade  whateyer,  and 
there  were  no  means  of  getting  a  sea  export  for 
the  produce  of  the  country,  until,  out  of  the 
North  Otago  Loan,  £5,000  was  devoted  to  the 
improvement  of  the  harbour.  As  he  was  in- 
formed, this  was  one  of  those  coast  lagoons, 
something  of  the  same  character  as  Milford 
Lagoon,  which  had  always  been  stated  by  marine 
engineers  to  be  capable  of  improyement,  and  of 
affording  accommodation  to  vessels  of  tolerably 
large  size.  Encouraged  by  the  grant  from  the 
North  Otago  Loan,  works  were  undertaken,  and 
it  soon  became  evident  that,  if  sufficient  money 
could  be  obtained  to  carry  out  the  works  to 
a  complete  conclusion,  there  would  be  a  really 
excellent  harbour  created  there.  A  further  sum 
of  £5,000  was  voted  by  the  Otago  Provincial 
Council,  and,  had  that  Council  met  again,  the^ 
would  doubtless  haye  subsidized  the  work  until  it 
was  completed.  Unfortunately  for  the  district, 
the  Legislature  of  this  country  put  an  end  to  the 
Proyincial  Council.  Nevertheless,  thinking  that  a 
paternal  Government,  which  had  taken  over  the 
powers  of  the  Provincial  Council,  would  be  not 
less  liberal  than  the  latter  body  had  been,  the 
residents  in  the  district  had  directed  on  their 
own  security  the  incurring  of  an  outlay,  he  be- 
lieved, of  £8,000,  to  complete  the  harbour  works. 
This  sum  was  practically  unsecured,  excepting 
upon  the  personal  responsibility  of  certain  people. 
Well,  the  works  were  finished,  and  this  harbour, 
which  was  never  before  able  to  accommodate  any- 
thing larger  than  a  small  hooker,  was  regularly 
entered  by  a  steamer  called  the  "  Samson,"  which 
plied  there  very  frequently.  It  was  therefore 
an  established  and  recognized  success.  There 
was  no  more  money  wanted  for  the  creation  of 
a  harbour;  although  he  saw  borrowing  powers 
were  put  on  the  Bill,  he  was  not  quite  prepared 
to  say  that  there  was  any  great  necessity  for 
them.  The  real  point  was  to  obtain  a  grant  of 
so  much  land  as  would  realize  enough  to  pay 
off  the  debt  due  on  the  construction  of  the  har- 
bour. It  was  frequently  argued  in  the  Coun- 
cil, as  a  reason  why  tney  should  make  short 
shrift  of   Harbour  Board  proposals,  that  suoh 
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proposals  simply  amouDted  to  throwing  monej 
into  the  sea ;  hut  in  this  case  money  was  not 
to  be  thrown  into  the  sea  in  the  sense  in  which 
they  understood  that  phrase,  because  there  was 
no  doubt  about  the  useful  application  of  the 
money.  They  knew  that  in  this  matter  they 
would  be  paying  for  Talue  received.  It  was  not 
an  experiment,  but  an  accomplished  fact,  and  it 
was  only  to  place  this  neighbourhood  in  the  same 
position  as  other  districts  which  had  receiyed 
State- aid  and  provincial  aid  that  this  question 
was  before  the  Council.  It  seemed  hardly  a  fair 
thing,  when  the  district  had  run  the  risk  of  a 
success  or  otherwise,  when  they  had  fair  en- 
couragement to  enter  into  the  matter,  and  when 
they  certainly  would  have  received  enough  funds 
to  complete  it  had  provincial  institutions  con- 
tinued, that  a  few  individuals  there  should  be 
made  personally  liable  for  this  money.  There 
was  no  part  of  the  Bill,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  endowment,  that  was  not  quite  an  open 
matter,  that  might  be  altered  without  in  any  way 
disappointing  the  promoters.  He  did  not  dis- 
guise the  fact  that  the  proposal  for  an  endow- 
ment of  8,000  acres  was  the  real  object  of  the 
Bill  J  and  so  strongly  did  the  Government  feel 
that  this  district  had  a  fair  claim  that,  had  it 
been  possible,  considering  the  finances  of  the 
country,  they  would  have  placed  the  sum  on  the 
Estimates.  But  the  Estimates  were  so  overloaded 
with  charges  formerly  omitted,  and  charges  which 
had  been  placed  upon  them  in  another  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  by  old  claims,  such  as,  for 
instance,  Sartoris,  Downe,  and  others'  claims, 
which  must  be  met,  that  the  Q-overnment  did  not 
see  their  way  to  provide  money  in  that  manner. 
Then  there  were  the  provincial  liabilities,  and 
that  was  the  place  in  which  they  should  properly 
appear.  But  the  only  mode  of  preventing  the 
£660,000  now  ascertained  swelling  into  probably 
more  than  a  million,  would  be  for  the  Govern- 
ment absolutely  to  resist  putting  any  more  charges 
upon  that  account.  If  the  process  were  to  go 
on,  as  was  attempted  to  be  done  daily,  of 
putting  more  and  more  charges  upon  the  pro- 
vincial liabilities,  they  woxild  go  on  increasing 
from  circumstances  arising  years  after  the  pro- 
vinces wero  extinguished.  The  question  arose, 
"Was  that  system  to  be  continued  ?  Was  there  to 
be  any  finality  to  provincial  liabilities  ?  The  Go- 
vernment mentioned,  without  reserve,  that  that 
was  the  place  where  these  charges  might  properly 
have  appeared.  He  admitted  also  that  what 
honorable  members  had  said  in  the  Council  was 
quite  true — that  land  was  money.  The  8,000 
acres  of  land  asked  for  in  this  Bill  was  practically 
£8,000  worth  of  land.  That  sum  was  a  charge 
which  the  country  by  law  ought  in  all  fairness 
to  pay  to  the  district  from  some  source  or 
another.  It  was  a  work  commenced  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  local  Government ;  money  was 
provided  for  it  from  time  to  time ;  and  nothing 
out  the  accidental  circumstance  of  the  form  of 
government  coming  to  an  end  had  plnced  that 
neighbourhood  in  the  position  of  being  bur- 
dened by  a  large  deficit.  He  was  told  that  there 
was  no  dispute  on  the  part  of  any  person  that  the 
harbour  created  there  was  one  which  seemed  im- 
Hon  Colonel  WhUmof 


possible  at  first,  but  which  seemed  now  likely  to 
be  a  permanent  improvement  to  that  part  of  the 
country.  He  did  not  suppose  that  he  could 
induce  the  Council  to  bre^  their  rule  by  his 
advocacy  of  this  matter,  but  he  submitted  that 
this  was  an  exception.  It  was  not  one  of  that 
description  of  Bills  against  which  they  had  U^kxm 
a  distmct  course.  It  was  not  a  proposition  for 
the  expenditure  of  money  that  might  turn  out 
to  be  a  piece  of  folly  or  an  entire  loss.  It  was  to 
pay  the  balance  remaining  on  the  security  of  cer- 
tain persons  for  a  work  which  had  proved  an  un- 
mistakable success.  That  was  the  only  ground 
on  which  he  urged  honorable  gentlemen  to  regard 
this  Bill  difierently  from  other  Bills  of  a  similar 
character.  He  did  not  absolutely  say  that  there 
might  be  no  possible  means  found  of  providing 
for  it  otherwise ;  but  there  was  no  way  by  which 
it  could  be  placed  on  any  other  footing  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  money,  without  opening  the  door 
to  a  great  many  claims  which  it  woiud  be  veiy 
difficult  for  any  Government  to  resist. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL  regretted  to 
be  obliged  to  oppose  the  course  which  his  honor- 
able and  gallant  friend  had  just  recommended  the 
Council  to  take.  In  the  first  place,  aupposiof 
the  proposal  before  the  Council  was  one  which 
only  asked  Parliament  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  making  an  endowment  for  the  Board  to  make 
a  Harbour  at  Kakanui,  he  would  oppose  it  on 
the  same  grounds  on  which  he  had  opposed 
others :  that  was  to  say,  it  would  be  a  most 
suicidal  thing  for  the  colony,  after  having  gone 
to  the  expense  of  making  a  harbour  at  Oamara, 
and  of  making  a  railway  to  bring  to  that  port 
^the  produce  of  Oamaru  district,  immediately  to 
8ct  up  a  rival  port  within  a  few  miles.  Undw 
any  circumstances,  therefore,  he  would  be  equally 
obliged  to  disagree  with  the  proposition  of  the 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman.  In  this  case 
there  were  circumstances  which  made  it  impos- 
sible for  the  Council  to  listen  to  the  proposition. 
He  was  not  accusing  the  honorable  gentleman  of 
doing  more  than  taking  up,  with  a  want  of  due 
regard  to  public  interest,  a  proposal  which  had 
passed  in  tlie  House  of  Bepresentatives.  But  no 
Government  ought  to  take  up  an  ex  pott  facio 
pi'oposition  of  this  kind,  the  undisdosed  object  of 
which  was  to  enable  a  large  payment  to  be  made 
to  certain  contractors  for  the  execution  of  works 
which  there  was  no  authority  to  enter  into  a 
contract  for.  If  they  once  made  a  precedent  so 
pernicious  as  that,  they  would  be  offering  a  pre- 
mium to  all  those  in  authority  to  go  outside 
their  proper  functions,  and  to  enter  recklessly 
into  illegal  contracts  and  engagements,  which 
afterwards  the  Council  would  be  asked  to  ratify 
on  the  sole  ground  that  if  they  did  not  ratify 
them  they  would  be  causing  loss  to  the  con- 
tractors. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.—The  guaran- 
tors. 

The  Hon  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  did  not  want 
to  refer  to  any  guarantors ;  but,  if  he  would  have 
been  inclined  to  listen  with  some  compassion  to 
a  proposition  for  saving  contractors  from  loss  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind,  there  was  surely  no  reason 
for  saving  the  guarantors  from  any  loss  aris- 
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ing  out  of  a  transaction  which  they  knew  to  be 
without  authority  of  law.  But  the  point  at 
issue  was  of  far  greater  consequence  than  that; 
and  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  done  injustice  to 
himself  when  he  disclosed  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  to  be  that  such  a  claim  as  this  ought 
to  be  placed  to  the  Provincial  Liabilities  Account, 
but  that  they  did  not  think  it  would  be  expedient 
to  place  it  there,  lest  they  might  thereby  be 
opening  the  door  to  claims  which  might  ulti- 
mately amount  to  a  million.  In  the  matter  of 
the  Provincial  Liabilities  Account  the  present 
Ministers  were  not  yet  to  blame,  but  they  would 
be  very  seriously  to  blame  if  they  accepted  as  pro- 
Ttncial  liabilities  sums  which  had  only  been  put 
down  as  probable  claims  which  might  be  ad- 
vanced. He  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  denied  that 
these  claims  ought  to  be  admitted  yet  as  pro- 
vincial liabilities.  He  denied  that  Parliament 
had  acknowledged  this  amount  of  £661,000  as 
a  provincial  liability,  and  the  Qovernment  ought 
not  to  acknowledge  such  a  sum  without  a  most 
thorough  sifting  and  examination  of  each  item  by 
the  House  of  Representatives.  If  the  Govern- 
ment did  their  duty  in  the  other  House,  the 
Council  might  rely  upon  it  that,  instead  of  the 
account  growing,  it  would  be  reduced  very  much 
below  the  amount  named  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. If  all  these  claims  were  to  be  called 
provincial  liabilities,  the  colony  would  be  driven 
into  a  recognition  of  such  claims  as  those  of  the 
Messrs.  Brogden,  which  had  so  long  been  in  dis- 
pute. The  more  encouragement  they  gave  to 
these  fictitious  claims,  or  gave  any  implied  pro- 
mise or  agreement  to  pay  them,  the  more  reckless 
Parliament  would  become  in  the  admission  of 
them  by-and-by.  For  his  part,  he  protested 
against  the  doctrine  that  they  were  at  all  bound 
to  treat  this  Kakanui  contractor's  claim  as  one 
which,  if  they  did  not  satisfy  now  in  the  way 
proposed,  they  would  be  obliged  to  meet  in  a 
larger  form  under  the  Provincial  Liabilitie9  Ac- 
count. If  it  were  a  liability  of  any  one,  it  was 
a  liability  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  described 
as  having  devolved  upon  somebody  by  reason  of 
the  change  which  had  been  made  in  the  form  of 
povemment  by  Abolition.  Was  he  doing  any 
u^justice  to  his  honorable  friend's  argument  in 
putting  it  that  way  ?  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  he  had 
argued  that,  as  they  were  promised  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government,  and  had  gone  on  in  expec- 
tation of  funds  which  had  been  promised  them, 
the  loss  was  one  which  would  come  upon  them 
through  the  change  in  the  form  of  government. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  then  sub- 
mitted that  his  honorable  and  gallant  friend 
could  not  escape  this  conclusion  :  .that  the  proper 
place  in  which  it  should  have  been  decided 
whether  there  was  a  liability  devolving  upon  the 
colony  was  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  proper  persons  to  advise  the  House  as  to 
whether  the  liability  was  one  which  was  really 
incurred  by  the  Provincial  Government  and 
ought  to  devolve  upon  the  colony,  were  the  late 
Superintendent  of  Otago  and  those  who  were  in 
office  with  him  at  the  time.  These  alone  could 
advise  the  House  of  Representatives  upou  that 


point,  which  was  one  upon  which  there  was  no 
information  in  the  Council.  His  honorable  and 
gallant  friend  did  not  say  that  this  must  neces- 
sarily be  admitted  as  a  provincial  liability ;  but 
the  honorable  gentleman  must  see  that,  if  it 
were  once  admitted  as  a  provincial  liability,  all 
excuse  would  fall  to  the  ground  for  taking  this 
means  to  satisfy  it,  because,  if  it  was  2k.  pro- 
vincial liability,  it  ought  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  rank  as  many  other  provincial  liabilities 
which  the  colony  was  going  to  pay,  as  he  (Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell)  thought  very  unjustly,  and  which 
would  fall  heavily  upon  the  consolidated  revenue 
of  the  colony.  He  was  not  convinced  by  the 
argument  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  ad- 
duced to  persuade  the  Council  to  condone  a 
wrong;  and  therefore,  though  with  very  great 
regret  for  the  loss  the  contractor  would  suffer, 
ho  must  move,  as  an  amendment.  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had  given  such  a  fair  and  lucid  expla- 
nation of  the  Bill  that  there  was  little  or  nothing 
left  for  him  to  say  on  the  subject,  except  to  speak 
of  his  own  knowledge  of  the  locality  and  what 
hod  been  done  there.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
this  was  essentially  a  pajment  which  ought  to 
have  been  made  by  the  late  Provincial  Govern- 
ment. The  usual  course  in  contracts  like  that  of 
the  Kakanui  Harbour  was  that  money  was  voted 
from  time  to  time  as  the  works  proceeded.  First 
£5,000  was  voted  by  the  Provincial  Council,  after- 
wards  another  £5,0»00  as  part  of  the  North  Otago 
Loan,  and  then  it  was  expected  that,  in  the  usiial 
course,  a  further  sum  to  complete  the  works  would 
be  granted  by  the  Provincial  Council.  What 
fixed  the  matter  was  the  fact  that,  before  making 
a  contract,  the  members  of  the  Harbour  Board  sub* 
mitted  the  plans,  speciGcations,  and  probable  cost 
to  the  Provincial  Government  of  the  day,  who 
acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  accepting  a  con- 
tract. They  had  all  heard  from  time  to  time  of 
the  progress  that  had  been  made  with  the  work, 
and  of  its  success.  It  had  been  visited  by 
members  of  the  Provincial  Council  and  of  the 
Colonial  Government  with  the  object  of  seeing 
that  the  work  was  goine  on  well,  and  that  the 
money  was  being  properly  spent ;  and  every  one 
who  had  visiled  the  place  was  surprised  that  the 
success  was  so  much  greater  than  the  expectations 
at  first  entertained.  He  held,  therefore,  that  the 
contractor,  who  entered  into  the  contract  under 
the  conviction  that  he  had  behind  the  Harbour 
Board  the  Provincial  Government  as  paymaster, 
would  be  very  hardlv  used  indeed  if  he  did 
not  get  his  money.  The  contractor  had  no  one 
to  look  to  now  but  the  Colonial  Government.  It 
had  been  said  that  there  were  some  guarantors, 
but  there  were  none  at  all.  There  were  only 
the  members  of  the  Board,  and  the  Harbour 
Board  Act  kept  them  free  from  any  pergonal  lia- 
bility. Therefore  the  contractor  had  only  one 
resource,  and  that  was  the  Colonial  Government, 
as  successor  to  the  Provincial  Government.  Al- 
ready the  contractor  had  been  more  than  a  year 
waiting  for  his  money.  This  had  already  been  a 
serious  loss  to  him,  because  he  had  not  been  able 
to  enter  into  other  contracts,  in  consequence  of 
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his  capital  haTing  been  locked  up ;  and  the  case 
wa§  reallj  a  hard  one.  With  regard  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  scheme,  he  might  say  that  when  the 
work  was  undertaken  there  was  a  wide  shingle- 
bank  six  feet  above  high-water  mark,  and,  after 
the  work  was  completed  and  the  first  flood  came 
down,  the  whole  distance  between  the  piers  was 
cleaned  out  to  a  depth  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  feet, 
and  it  had  remained  at  an  average  depth  of  ton 
feet  ever  since,  allowing,  as  the  Colonial  Secretary 
mentioned,  a  steamer  of  cousiderable  size  to  go 
in  and  out,  besides  affording  accommodation  for 
other  vessels.  He  held  that,  in  addition  to  all 
that,  this  particular  locality  had  a  claim  owing  to 
its  large  contributions  to  the  revenue  from  the  sale 
of  land,  a  great  deal  of  which  had  been  bought  at 
auction  at  from  £2  to  £4  an  acre  ;  and  he  would 
like  anj  honorable  gentleman  coming  from  the 
looalitj  to  state  if  it  had  obtained  any  adequate 
return,  in  the  shape  of  moneys  spent  on  roads, 
bridges,  and  other  works,  as  compared  with  the 
amount  contributed  to  the  revenue.  The  con- 
tractor had  been  in  Wellington,  and  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  both  Houses  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  petition  had  been  faTOurably  reported 
upon  by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  He 
held,  therefore,  that  this  case  deserved  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Council.  It  was  a  case  of  hard- 
ship, and  it  was  a  case  of  right  as  regarded  the 
district,  which  deserved  to  get  this  money,  be- 
cause it  had  not  obtained  a  fair  share  of  the  land 
revenue.  It  had  had  nothing  spent  there  of  any 
consequence,  although  the  amount  derived  from 
the  sale  of  land  had  been  very  considerable.  For 
these  reasons,  he  had  very  much  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  this  matter 
came  before  the  Public  Petitions  Committee, 
where  an  exhaustive  inquiry  was  made  into  the 
whole  subject-matter  of  the  petition,  and  he 
thought  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  contractors 
had  been  very  harshly  dealt  with,  and  were  fairly 
entitled  to  receive  this  money.  Unfortunately 
the  Committee  were  not  in  a  position  to  tell  the 
Q-ovemment  that  it  ought  to  pay  the  money, 
and  they  could  only  refer  the  case  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  considered  that,  as  the  Colonial  Qt>- 
vernment  nominated  the  Harbour  Board,  it  should 
be  responsible  for  the  action  of  that  body.  He 
did  not  in  the  slightest  degree  i-ecognize  any 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  district  for  the  Kakanui 
Harbour,  any  more  than  that  there  was  a  claim 
in  the  case  of  Moeraki,  and  many  other  places ; 
but  he  did  recognize  that  these  unfortunate  con- 
tractors, had  a  just  claim.  That  claim  would  have 
to  be  paid — whether  in  acres  of  land  which  might 
bo  situated  upon  a  mountain  or  in  cash  ho  did 
not  know ;  but  the  GJovernment  would  certainlv 
have  to  pay  it.  The  money,  in  fact,  would  havo 
to  be  placed  upon  the  Estimates.  If  the  Council 
were  going  to  take  a  stereotyped  view  of  all  these 
proposed  endowments,  well  and  good :  let  them 
throw  out  this  Bill.  But  thoy  would  not  in  that 
way  get  rid  of  the  liability.  His  honorable  friend 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  spoken  of  fictitious  claims 
as  applied  to  the  Brogden  claims.  He  (Captain 
Fraser)  would  be  very  glad  if  they  were  fictitious, 
but  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  be 
Son.  Mr.  Holmes 


found  that  they  were  based  upon  real  works  out- 
side of  the  contract  for  the  Clutha  Railway. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  explained 
that  he  did  not  express  any  opinion  as  to  the 
claim  of  Messrs.  Brogden.  He  said  that  thej 
would  be  opening  the  door,  by  passing  this  Bill, 
to  fictitious  claims,  and  that  if  they  allowed  thb 
claim  they  might  be  driven  to  recognize  Messrs. 
Brogden's  claims,  and  a  great  many  other  ficti- 
tious claims.  He  did  not  mean  to  express  any 
opinion  about  Brogden's  claims  being  fictitiooi, 
but  said  that  tha  Council  would  have  to  recog- 
nize, a  great  number  of  fictitious  claims. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  bad  reason  to 
believe,  many  months  past,  that  at  any  rate  some  of 
Messrs.  Brogden's  claims  were  not  fictitious,  and 
especially  those  in  connection  with  work  outside 
the  contract  for  the  Clutha  Railway.  He  was 
told  of  this  seven  or  eight  months  ago  by  the 
engineer,  who  knew  perrectly  well  what  he  was 
saying.  In  justice  to  the  unfortunate  contne- 
tors  in  the  Kakanui  case  the  Council  should  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  the  more  this 
transaction  was  inquired  into  the  more  lamentable 
it  would  appear  to  be.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  contractor  had  been  very  modi 
at  fault,  and  also  that  he  had  been  very  hardly 
used.  The  Harbour  Board  had  been  very  mudi 
at  fault,  and  he  was  afraid  the  Provincial  <jK>veni- 
ment  had  been  very  much  at  fault.  Notwith- 
standing that  he  sympathized  most  thoroughly 
with  the  contractor,  to  whom  a  sum  of  no  lea 
than  £9,500,  he  believed,  was  at  the  present 
moment  owing,  and  notwithstanding  that  he  did 
not  pretend  to  deny  that  the  work  which  had  been 
done  had  been  rerj  well  done,  and,  as  fiu*  as  it 
went,  was  a  great  success,  he  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever as  to  what  his  dutr  on  the  present  occasion 
was.  As  a  member  of  the  Council,  he  bad  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  he  ought  not  to  Tote  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill :  not  that  he  vroold 
not  wish  to  see  everything  done  which  could  be 
done  to-  satisfy  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  just 
claim  of  the  contractors,  but  because  he  was 
perfectly  certain  that,  if 'the  Legislative  Council 
allowed  themselves  to  be  led  away  by  any  sym- 
pathies, however  justly  founded,  to  pass  snch  a 
Bill  as  this,  they  would  simply  instigate  irreepon- 
sible  Harbour  Boards  and  similar  bodies  to 
plunge  into  contracts  which  involved  siima  of 
money  they  had  not  got  and  which  they  might 
have  no  prospect  of  getting.  In  the  preeent 
instance,  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  Kiakanui 
Harbour  Board  saw  no  prospect  of  getting  fur- 
ther sums,  because  it  appeared  that  the  Provin- 
vincial  Gk)vemnient,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly, 
did  give  its  sanction  to  this  undertaking ;  but 
thero  was  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  the  Har- 
bour Board  ought  not  to  liave  entered  into  this 
contract.  He  thought  that  they  took  an  ad- 
vantage of  the  clauses  which  were  inserted  in  all 
these  Bills  which  they  ought  not  to  have  taken, 
and  he  was  perfectly  certain  that  the  Legislative 
Council  would  not  pass  a  Bill  like  this.  It  would 
be  tantamount  to  saying  to  similar  bodies,  '*  You 
can  enter  into  what  contracts  you  please,  and 
you  can  become  involyed  to  what  extent  you  like. 
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Yoa  liavo  only  got  to  send  up  a  claim,  and  say 
that  the  contractor  who  did  your  work  has  done  it 
honestly,  well,  and  faithfully,  and  the  sympathy 
which  will  be  created  for  individuals  of  this  kind 
will  insure  the  passage  of  your  Bills."  It  was, 
he  thought,  quite  unnecessary  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  as  to  what  the  claims  of  the  district 
might  or  might  not  be.  The  district,  as  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Uolmcs  perfectly  well  knew,  had  always 
been  included  in  the  Oamaru  District,  and  there- 
fore whatever  claims  it  had  were  associated  with 
those  of  Oamaru.  He  very  much  regretted  that 
the  Petitions  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Allen  was  referred  had  put  before  the  Coun- 
cil so  meagre  a  report,  which  simply  said  that 
the  Committee  recommended  that  the  petition 
of  Mr.  Allen  should  be  referred  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  believed  that  the  Petitions  Committee 
took  an  immense  amount  of  evidence,  and  went 
thoroughly  into  the  case.  He  believed,  more- 
over, that  every  member  of  it  was  fully  satisfied 
that  this  was  one  of  the  hardest  cases  that  had 
yet  come  before  them  of  this  kind;  but  they 
were  unable  to  do  more  than  recommend  that 
it  should  be  referred  to  the  Government.  He 
had  felt  very  anxious  indeed  to  see  that  report, 
because  he  thought  that,  as  well  as  other  honor- 
able members,  he  woidd  have  been  able  to  make 
up  his  mind  as  to  how  he  should  act  by  the 
advice  and  suggestions  of  the  Committee.  The 
report,  however,  if  it  meant  anything,  meant 
what  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  suggested — 
namely,  that  the  sura  due  to  the  contractor, 
which  ho  (Mr.  Miller)  admitted  must  be  paid, 
and  wliich  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  paid,  must 
bo  put  upon  the  Estimates  by  the  Government, 
and  included  as  a  portion  of  the  provincial  liabili- 
ties. That  seemed  to  be  the  only  proper  way  of 
dealing  with  this  matter,  and,  considering  that 
that  would  be  done,  he  felt  himself  obliged  to 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
although  he  would  do  so  with  very  great  regret. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NUBSE  said  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  had.  complained  of  the  meagre  report 
of  the  Petitions  Committee.  He  would  not  have 
risen  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  of  the  Hon. 
Captain  Eraser,  from  which  it  would  appear  that 
the  Committee  agreed  to  recommend  the  payment 
of  this  claim. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  explained  that  he 
stated,  the  question  being  a  money  one,  that  the 
Committee  could  do  nothing  more  than  refer  it  to 
the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NURSE  said  the  Committee 
were  not  at  all  unanimous  in  their  opinion  of  the 
merits  of  this  case.  So  far  vs  he  was  concerned, 
he  would  not  have  gone  so  Tir  as  the  report  of 
the  Committee  went  had  there  been  any  alterna- 
tive. It  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  in  a  special  Bill  at  any  time  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  for  the  expendi- 
ture, which  had  been  incurred  in  quite  an  un- 
authorized manner.  He  quite  agreed  with  what 
the  Colonial  Secretary  had  said  when  remark- 
ing that  this  was  not  like  other  Harbour  Bills, 
which  it  certainly  was  not,  for  the  work  had  been 
done  without*  any  authority,  and  there  was  no 
money  to  pay  for  it ;  and  then,  of  course,  they 
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came  to  the  (Jovemment.  If  the  Council  passed 
this  Bill  they  would  establish  a  roost  extraordi- 
nary precedent,  and  one  that  would  encourage 
other  Harbour  Boards  to  rush  into  similar  un- 
dertakings. 

The  Hoh.  Mr.  PEACOCK  could  not  under- 
stand the  honorable  gentleman  saying  that  this 
would  be  an  extraordinary  precedent,  because  no 
other  Harbour  Board  could  be  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  Kakanui  Board  was  placed  in.  It 
tnust  be  remembered  that  the  Board  was  consti- 
tuted before  Abolition  took  place,  and  got  per- 
mission from  the  Provincial  Government  to  pro- 
ceed with  this  work. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said  that  at  all 
events  it  received  the  sanction  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  getting  a  sum  of  money  voted.  He 
had  something  to  do  with  Provincial  Councils 
and  Provincial  Governments,  and  he  knew  they 
very  often  got  into  the  bad  system  of  not 
ascertaining,  before  commencing  a  work,  what  its 
cost  would  be.  They  simply  decided  to  under- 
take a  work  and  placed  a  sum  on  the  Estimates, 
and  year  after  year  sums  were  voted  for  the  same 
work  without  its  being  known  when  it  would 
end.  He  believed  that  the  Provincial  Gbvern- 
ment  led  this  Board  into  error  by  promising  to 
give  them  year  by  year  as  much  money  as  they 
required.  On  the  strength  of  that,  the  Boara 
contracted,  and  he  understood  they  had  got  a 
good  work.  But  whether  they  had  or  not  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  Having  heard 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  speak,  he  felt  justified  in 
voting  against  the  amendment.  He  believed  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  include  this  money 
in  the  provincial  liabilities,  but,  inasmuch  as  the 
Government  said  that  was  impossible,  he  would 
vote  for  the  Bill,  in  order  that  the  contractors 
might  be  paid.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  said  the 
contractors  had  a  just  claim.  Well,  who  could 
decide  whether  it  should  be  paid  so  well  as  the 
Legislature  of  the  country  ?  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  intention  of  the  Petitions  Committee  of 
this  Council,  in  referring  this  claim  to  the  Gk>- 
vemment,  was  that  it  should  be  paid ;  only,  as  it 
was  a  money  question,  they  could  not  make  a 
direct  recommendation  for  its  liquidation.  The 
Government  said,  on  account  of  the  finances  of 
the  country  being  in  such  a  bad  state,  this  was 
the  only  way  in  which  they  could  settle  the 
claim.  Well,  if  this  were  the  only  way  in  which 
it  could  be  paid,  he  intended  to  vote  for  it. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  said  that  if  the  Council 
passed  this  Bill  it  would  justify  other  Harbour 
Boards  in  undertaking  similar  works.  That  would 
not  be  the  case,  because  other  Boards  would  not 
have  the  same  opportunity,  there  being  no  Pro- 
vincial Councils :  they  would  have  to  begin  on 
their  own  account.  He  did  not  go  into  the 
merits  of  the  harbour  work,  but  considered  only 
the  justice  or  otherwise  of  the  contractors*  claim, 
and  he  was  convinced  that,  if  they  did  not  pass 
this  Bill,  or  provide  a  way  in  which  the  money 
could  be  paid,  there,  would  be  a  cost  to  the 
country  of  large  sums  in  law  expenses.  If  the 
claim  was  just  it  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  JHon.  Mr.   PATERSON   thought  there 
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could  be  no  doubt  that  the  contractors  in  this 
case  were  entitled  to  be  paid  for  the  work  done  ; 
the  question  was,  Who  was  to  pay  the  money? 
It  seemed  that  the  Harbour  Board  were  autho- 
rized bj  the  Provincial  Government  to  proceed 
with  certain  works,  and  the  Provincial  Council 
voted  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  pay  for  them. 
The  first  payment  made  was  £ofiW),  and  when 
the  work  was  further  advanced  the  contractors 
received  another  instalment  of  £5,000,  voted  by 
the  »ame  Council,  making  £10,000  in  cash  whicli 
they  had  received.  It  seemed  that,  in  addition 
to  that  sum,  liabilities  had  been  incurred  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  £10,000  on  account  of  the  same 
works,  carried  on  under  the  same  authority. 
There  was  no  doubt  that,  tlie  work  having  been 
done,  it  must  be  paid  for  by  somebody ;  and  the 
question  was.  Who  was  entitled  to  pay  ?  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  the  work  having  been  autho- 
rized by  the  Provincial  Government  and  partly 
executed  under  its  control,  and  paid  for  out  of  its 
funds,  the  liability  must  be  regarded  as  a  provin- 
cial one,  and  ought  to  be  distinctly  classed  under 
that  heading.  In  addition  to  large  borrowing 
powers,  the  Bill  proposed  that  an  endowment  of 
8,000  acres  of  land  should  be  handed  over  to 
this  Kakanui  Board  (o  be  expended  on  its  har- 
bour. To  this  he  objected,  and  he  thought  the 
best  plan  would  be  to  throw  out  this  Bill,  and  let 
the  Government  place  this  claim,  which  appeared 
be  a  just  and  right  one,  to  the  account  of  pro- 
vincial liabilities. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  would  vole  for  the 
amendment.  If  they  passed  the  Bill  he  thought 
it  would  encourage  other  Boards  to  follow  the 
same  course.  If  this  contractor  had  such  a 
good  claim,  he  would  like  to  know  why  it  had 
not  been  taken  into  account  with  the  other  pro- 
vincial liabilities.  It  only  amounted  to  £8,000. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saving  that  if  they  looked 
into  the  provincial  liabilities  they  would  find 
very  large  sums  placed  there  which  had  not  such 
a  claim  to  be  there  as  this  amount.  He  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  why  this  should  be  singled  out 
of  the  provincial  liabilities. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  they  were  departing  from  their  duties 
altogether.  They  seemed  to  be  resolving  them- 
selves into  a  Supreme  Court.  It  was  tery  hard 
for  him  to  believe  that  any  contractor  would 
enter  into  an  engagement  without  somebody 
being  responsible  to  him.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
difficulty  in  getting  the  money.  The  contractors 
came  up  here  and  set  up  a  claim,  and  the  Council 
resolved  itself  into  a  Supreme  Court  to  tiy  the 
case.  It  was  perfectly  certain  that  those  con- 
tractors had  a  claim  against  somebody,  and  he 
had  not  yet  heard  it  stated  why  the  contractors 
oould  not  get  the  money  from  those  with  whom 
they  contracted.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  say  that  Oamaru  had  been 
unfairly  treated.  The  honorable  gentleman  said 
"Kakanui;"  but  did  the  honorable  gentleman 
know  that  Kakanui  was  only  seven  miles  from 
the  Town  of  Oamaru  ?  The  District  of  Oamaru 
extended  considerably  beyond  six  or  seven  miles. 
Very  expensive  harbour  works  had  already  been 
constructed  in  that  district.  They  had  already 
Son,  Mr.  Paterson 


expended  £100,000  upon  the  harbour  works; 
they  had  granted  it  an  endowment  last  year  of 
G0,000  acres ;  and  they  had  made  a  railway  right 
through  the  town.  Now  another  harbour  was 
wanted,  six  miles  away;  and  yet  the  honorable 
gentleman  said  tlie  district  would  be  hardlj  dealt 
with  if  the  Gk)vernment  did  not  pay  this  money. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  this  harbour  was  a  perfect 
success,  and  was  likely  to  be  very  remunerative. 
Those  men  had  a  claim  against  the  Harbour 
Board.  If  the  work  was  such  a  success,  and  such 
a  benefit  to  the  neighbouring  district,  why  should 
the  whole  colony  be  called  upon  to  pay  the 
claim  ?  He  imagined  that  the  harbour  itself 
must  be  a  valuable  property,  and  why  should  not 
the  whole  district  be  Hablc  for  this  debt  ?  The 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had  alluded  to  remarks 
made  by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  as  to 
fictitious  claims.  Now,  fictitious  claims  were  of 
two  kinds.  A  man  might  make  a  fictitious  claim 
having  no  just  claim  at  ali  to  what  he  wanted  to 
get.  The  other  kind  was  when  a  claim  was  made 
improperly  against  any  person  not  liable :  he 
looked  upon  that  as  a  fictitious  claim.  There 
was  no  doubt  this  contractor  had  done  his  work, 
and  had  done  it  well ;  but  when  he  made  a  claim 
against  the  General  Government  he  considered 
that  that*  was  a  fictitious  claim.  He  had  no 
doubt  there  were  many  claims  which  would  swell 
the  provincial  liabilities  that  could  not  fairiy  be 
made  against  the  colony.  They  oould  not  afford 
to  pay  anything  more  than  was  justly  due,  and 
for  those  reasons  he  would  support  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  from  the 
course  the  debate  had  taken,  it  appeared  that  this 
Bill,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Kakanui,  was  a 
Bill  for  the  relief  of  some  contractor,  for  whom 
great  sympathy  was  expressed.  Now,  there  were 
two  parties  to  a  contract.  On  the  one  side  was 
this  poor  contractor,  to  whom  £9,000  was  due. 
Who  held  the  other  position  in  the  contract? 
If  the  General  Gt>vemment,  then  of  course  the 
contractor  had  his  remedy  immediately.  If  the 
Provincial  Government,  then  of  oourse  this  was  a 

f)rovinoial  liability.  If  any  other  man  or  body, 
et  the  contractor  first  seek  his  remedy  against 
them,  and  then  the  next  step  would  be  to  apply 
to  the  Legislature.  He  was  told,  on  the  very  oest 
authority,  that  the  Harbour  Board  was  respon- 
sible.  In  that  case  let  the  question  come  before 
the  Supreme  Court.  He  understood,  from  the 
sketch  of  the  history  of  the  afiair  which  had 
been  placed  before  them,  that  this  work  was  under- 
taken upon  the  prospect  of  its  being  confirmed  hy 
a  Provincial  Ordinance  if  the  Provincial  Council 
had  not  been  abolished.  Upon  that  prospect  the 
contractor  considered  he  was  justified  in  entering 
into  the  contract.  He  (Mr.  Mantell)  supposed 
there  was  a  sort  of  guarantee  given  that,  if  the 
Provincial  Council  continued  to  exist,  an  Ordi- 
nance would  bo  submitted  to  ratify  the  contract. 
Here,  again,  they  had  another  case  of  the  depart- 
ing stewards  directing  people  to  take  pens  and 
write  down  quickly  £9,000.  He  objected  to  this 
little  Bill  which  indorsed  that  little  bit  of  wviting. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  BBETT  said  this  Bill  was 
introduced  solely  for  the  purpose  of  paying  an 
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honest  debt.  For  this  debt  they  had  a  splendid 
harbour,  which  was  a  perfect  success,  and  all  the 
work  was  completed.  There  was  the  article,  but 
it  had  not  been  paid  for.  The  debt  was  due  by 
the  Harbour  Board,  and  they  ought  to  give  the 
Board  power  to  borrow  the  means  of  paying  this 
debt.  The  contractors  had  expended  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  there  was  now  a  debt  due  to 
them  of  £11,700.  Surely  they  did  not  want 
those  gentlemen  to  take  their  case  into  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  perhaps  spend  three-fourths 
of  what  waa  due  to  them  upon  legal  expenses. 
Let  the  Council  pass  the  Bill  and  pay  this  honest 
debt.  A  Bill  analogous  to  this  had  never  passed 
through  the  Council.     It  was  for  a  work  com- 

Eleted  and  finished.  The  Petitions  Committee 
ad  reported  farourably  upon  this  claim.  As  it 
referred  to  a  money  matter,  they  could  not  recom- 
mend it  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
Government,  but  simply  forwarded  it  for  the 
decision  of  the  Government.  He  hoped  the 
Council  would  assist  the  Government  to  do  an 
honest  act. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  said  the  petition 
simply  asked  for  relief,  and  did  not  point  in  any 
particular  direction,  although  honorable  members 
might  easily  fancy  that  it  asked  for  a  sum  of 
money.  The  Committee  found  that  the  contrac- 
tor had  done  his  work,  and  when  it  was  done  a 
flood  came  down  the  river,  scouring  the  bar.  It 
was  expected  the  scour  would  be  to  the  depth  of 
ten  feet,  but  it  scoured  to  the  depth  of  sixteen 
feet,  and  endangered  the  whole  of  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  work,  and  the  contractor  undertook 
to  make  the  work  complete  at  an  expenditure  of 
from  £9,000  to  £10,000.  He  thought  the  Board 
were  justified  in  believing  that  their  action  would 
be  supported  by  the  Provincial  Qt)vernment.  The 
Boara  was  as  a  son  to  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment. They  knew  how  paternal  those  Provincial 
GK>vemment8  were :  they  always  paid  the  debts 
of  their  sons,  no  matter  how  they  were  incurred. 
He  thought  that,  as  the  General  Government  had 
taken  over  the  provincial  liabilities,  this  was  a 
just  claim,  and  the  Government  should  either 
put  a  sum  of  money  upon  the  Estimates  to  meet 
the  claim  or  give  the  Board  this  revenue  for  the 
purpose. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  thought  there  was  no 
doubt  provision  would  be  made  to  meet  the  jus- 
tice of  this  case  at  some  time  by  no  means  distant ; 
but  he  objected  to  this  roundabout  way  of  meet- 
ing it.  They  were  asked  to  make  a  donation  of 
land  to  enable  the  Board  to  borrow  money  in 
order  to  liquidate  a  just  debt.  He  had  no  doubt 
•  whatever  that  the  justice  of  this  case  should  be 
fairly  met,  but  he  did  not  think  this  was  the  way 
to  meet  it ;  and  he  would  vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIBS  thought  the  Bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time,  and  be  remitted  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  It  appeared  from 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Petitions  Committee,  that  the  work 
originally  contracted  for  waa  done  fairly  and 
effectively,  but  from  unexpected  causes  the  work 
was  seriously  damaged  on  the  one  hand,  while 
upon  the  other  the  work  intended  to  be  done  was 
very  materially  improved.    The  harbour  was  im- 


proved, but  the  harbour  works  were  damaged, 
and  if  further  expenditure  had  not  been  incurred 
it  woidd  very  shortly  have  become  of  no  value 
whatever.  He  was  informed  that  the  piles  and 
sea-walls  were  actually  undermined  by  the  flood 
which  swept  out  the  channel  of  the  river.  Seeing 
that  this  additional  work  had  been  done  effec- 
tually, he  did  not  think  they  should  inquire  too 
curiously  whether  the  Harbour  Board  was  fully 
authorized  to  incur  the  additional  expense  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  very  object  for  which  it  was 
originally  established.  He  apprehended  that  the 
object  for  which  the  Board  was  established  waa 
to  make  the  Kakanui  mouth  a  navigablo  harbour. 
The  Board,  by  this  additional  expenditure,  had 
made  a  much  better  harbour  than  anybody  ever 
anticipated.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
the  mode  in  which  relief  was  proposed  to  be  given 
by  this  Bill  was  by  any  means  the  best.  He 
believed  it  would  be  a  much  more  convenient 
arrangement  if  the  extra  amount  expended  by  the 
Board,  and  now  due  to  the  contractor,  had  been 
included  in  provincial  liabilities.  But,  seeing  that 
that  had  not  been  done,  and  seeing  that  the  Board 
desired  to  divest  itself  of  the  liabiUty  to  which  it 
had  become  subject,  he  did  not  think  they  ought 
to  rejeot  the  Bill,  but  that  they  should  remit  the 
matter  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  for  inquiry 
and  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  thought  there 
was  a  principle  involved  in  this  question.  He  did 
not  at  all  think  it  was  a  question  whether  the 
work  was  well  or  ill  done.  The  question  reiUly 
was,  whether  it  was  an  authorized  work.  He 
believed  the  work  vms  not  wanted,  but  that  did 
not  affect  the  question.  If  this  work  were  au- 
thorized by  the  Provincial  Government,  it  then 
became  a  General  Government  liability,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  latter  to  put  the  amount  on 
the  Estimates  and  let  the  question  be  argued  out 
in  the  other  House.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hohnes  said 
that  this  district  was  badly  treated — that  the 
land  was  all  occupied  and  sold  at  the  vei^  high 
price  of  £2  and  £4  an  acre.  Now  this  Bill  pro- 
posed to  give  8,000  acres  of  land  to  pay  a  debt  of 
£9,000.  Surely,  if  they  could  get  £2  or  £4  an 
acre  for  that  land,  it  would  be  a  very  good 
arrangement  for  the  Harbour  Board.  In  order 
to  prevent  such  an  arrangement,  he  thought  they 
ought  to  settle  those  claims  in  a  straightforward 
manner. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  explained  that  the 
land  proposed  to  be  reserved  was  hill  pasture, 
and  therefore  was  not  valuable. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  hoped  th%t 
the  Bill  had  not  lost  anything  with  the  Council 
through  the  accident  of  his  having  misrepresented 
the  position  of  the  guarantors.  He  had  just  been 
informed  that  the  guarantor!  really  were  the 
Harbour  Board.  The  Board  was  constituted  by 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago,  and  its  membov 
were  consequently  protected  by  law.  The  reason 
why  they  had  become  liable  for  an  extra  sum  of 
£8,000  had  been  well  explained  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  BaUlie,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  show 
that  it  was  not  owing  to  any  deliberate  intention 
on  their  part.  It  wae  the  very  best  thins  they 
oould  do  in  order  not  to  waate  the  money  utrndy 
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spent ;  and  tliey  expended  the  money  in  the  full 
belief  that  the  amount  would  be  provided  for  by 
the  Provincial  Council  in  the  future.  He  would 
go  further  and  saj  that,  although  that  was  the 
main  feature  of  ihe  Bill,  still  it  was  not  all  the 
Bill*.  If  honorable  gentlemen  would  not  enable 
the  Harbour  Board  to  have  an  available  security 
of  that  kind,  and  practically  leave  it  to  them  to 
say  whether  the  contractor  was  to  suffer  from 
having  trusted  the  Board  and  been  a  benefactor 
to  the  district,  he  thought  the  Council  should  at 
least  put  it  in  tlie  power  of  the  Harbour  Board 
to  raise  money  to  settle  the  claim.  If  honor- 
able gentlemen  would  remit  the  Bill  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  on  the  understanding  that  the 
endowment  should  be  struck  out,  and  that  they 
should  have  borrowing  powers  on  the  security  of 
their  own  dues,  he  thought  that  would  not  be  un- 
reasonable. The  Council  properly  showed  great 
chariness  in  allowing  unauthorized  claims  to 
come  upon  the  public  funds.  He  thought  that 
that  was  quite  proper,  but  at  the  same  time  they 
should  not  push  their  principle  to  an  extreme. 
He  thought  that  there  was  a  sufficient  implied 
authority  in  the  action  of  the  Provincial  Council 
in  former  times  to  justify  the  course  taken  under 
the  immediate  pressure  of  the  circumstances  that 
arose.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  said  everybody  was 
in  fault — the  Gk)vemment,  the  contractor,  and 
the  Board.  However,  he  did  admit  that  the 
Provincial  Government  gave  authority  for  the 
commencement  and  the  carrying  on  of  the  har- 
bour works.  Now  let  them  put  the  matter  in 
Another  light.  Supposing  they  refused  to  pay 
the  money  bv  refusing  an  endovnnent  and  refus- 
ing to  pass  the  Bill,  what  would  follow?  Session 
after  session  a  petition  would  come  up,  and  per- 
haps in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1880  or  1881  the 
claim  would  be  admitted  by  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  to  about  double  the  original  amount. 
That  was  what  always  happened  with  a  claim  of 
this  kind  when  it  had  a  foundation  of  right  and 
justice.  Thus  the  public  would,  in  the  long  run, 
really  lose  by  the  action  of  the  Council.  He 
would  say  no  more  upon  the  subject  of  the  en- 
dowment, and  would  leave  it  to  honorable  gentle- 
men to  exercise  their  own  views.  The  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell  spoke  about  provincial  liabili- 
ties as  if  the  Government  had  procured  every 
provincial  liability  which  they  oould  possibly  get 
hold  of,  and  laid  them  all  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  That  was  not  at  all  the  case.  The  late 
Government  left  a  list  of  what  were  called  provin- 
cial liabilities,  and  he  had  reason  to  know  that  the 
late  Government  and  the  present  Government 
struck  off  a  very  large  sum,  not  much  less  than  a 
(quarter  of  a  million  of  money.  Thus,  as  these 
liabilities  appeared  before  the  public,  they  had 
been  already  reduced.  A  great  deal  of  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  said  was  quite  true  about 
the  provincial  liabiUties.  There  would  be  a 
great  difficulty  in  drawing  the  Hne  exactly  be- 
tween those  which  were  righteous  and  those 
which  were  not.  The  fact  was,  tliat  this  was  one 
of  the  prices  they  continually  had  to  pay  for 
great  changes.  What  Abolition  cost  this  country 
directly  and  indirectly  would,  perhaps,  never  be 
exactly  ascertained,  but  it  was  not  an  inconsider- 
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able  sum,  and  the  provincial  liabilities  must  be 
regarded  as  forming  a  part  of  it.  With  regard 
to  these  so-called  provincial  liabilities,  eo  far  as 
they  were  estimates  likely  *to  have  been  passed  by 
the  Provincial  Councils  he  believed  the  proper 
way  to  deal  with  them  would  be  to  recognize 
them  as  provincial  liabilities ;  but  wherever  any- 
thing had  been  put  on  which  would  not  have 
been  admitted  if  the  prorinoes  had  continued,  it 
was,  of  course,  a  fraud  upon  the  public  To 
that  extent  the  honorable  gentleman  was  right. 
A  large  amount  of  the  provincial  liabilities  had 
been  struck  off  by  the  Government,  and  there 
miffht  be  others  which  would  prove  to  be  equally 
in&fensible.  He  hoped  the  Bill  woidd  be  re- 
mitted to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  where  it 
could  be  modified  to  whatever  extent  it  was  desired. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  asked  leave  to  make  a 
statement.  His  honorable  friend  said  that  the 
late  Government  had  left  a  list  of  provincial 
liabilities.  He  desired  to  say  that  the  late 
Government  left  no  such  list.  As  a  GK)vem- 
ment,  no  such  list  was  ever  considered  or 
agreed  to  by  it  in  any  shape  or  form.  That 
statement  had  been  made  in  another  place  for 
purposes  for  which  it  was  not  at  all  necessary 
that  it  should  be  repeated  here.  He  was  exceed- 
ingly sorry  to  hear  his  honorable  and  gallant 
friend  repeat  that  statement.  There  was  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  it.  No  such  liit  was  ever  pre- 
pared by  the  6K>vernment  or  agreed  to  by  the  Go- 
vernment as  such  ;  and  the  Government  was  not 
responsible  for  any  such  provincial  liabilities. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  could  teU 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  he  had  himself 
such  a  list  of  provincial  claims.  He  was  in- 
formed by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  that  a 
large  amount,  more  or  less  a  quarter  of  a  million, 
had  been  already  knocked  off  t)efore  that  list  was 
prepared.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  so  far 
right  that  he  believed  the  list  had  not  been  folfy 
considered  by  the  Cabinet  when  the  late  Govern- 
ment left  office.  Since  the  present  Government 
had  been  in  office  that  list  had  been  completely 
revised,  and  a  further  sum  had  been  struck  off. 
The  honorable  gentleman  spoke  as  if  he  (Colond 
Whitmore)  were  deliberately  misstating  the  mat- 
ter. Now  he  was  speaking  of  what  was  within 
his  own  absolute  knowledge.  A  list  of  the  pro- 
vincial liabilities  was  left  in  the  public  offices,  and 
certainly  if  they  were  not  drawn  up  by  some 
member  of  the  late  Government  they  were  not 
drawn  up  by  any  other  person.  He  presumed 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  late  Government  were  not  responsit>le  for  a 
public  document  left  in  an  office. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Certainly  not  •  not 
ae  a  Government. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  would  then 
not  dispute  the  matter  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. What  he  intended  to  say  was,  that  there 
was  a  printed  list  of  claims  which  had  come  from 
the  Treasury,  which  h{id  been  examined  at  all 
events  by  one  Minister,  and  reduced  by  him.  It 
was  not  completed,  and  had  to  be  sUll  further 
considered  when  the  Government  of  which  he  was 
a  member  came  into  office,  and  then  it  was  again 
considered  and  redu<;ed. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  LATT\fANN  said  that,  whatever 
had  been  urged  against  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  every  honorable  member  who  had  spoken 
had  acknowledged  that  the  claim  of  the  con- 
tractors would  have  to  be  paid.  Now,  the  ques- 
tion simply  was,  How  could  that  best  be  done  in 
the  interests  of  the  country  ?  In  his  opinion  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  would  be  the  easiest  mode  of 
payment,  and  would  be  least  felt  by  the  colony 
at  large,  because,  if  the  Harbour  Board  was  en- 
abled to  borrow  money  by  means  of  this  endow- 
ment, it  could  hardly  be  said  that  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  clear  off  the  whole  debt.  Harbour 
works,  when  completed,  required  a  continuous 
expenditure  for  maintenance,  and  if  this  Bill 
were  passed  the  Kakanui  Board  would  be  able  to 
keep  the  wharf,  which  was  said  to  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  district,  in  proper  order  and  re- 
pair. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now,*  pro- 
posed to  be  omitted,  do  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion;" upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayet         8 

Noes 20 


Majority  for 


Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


12 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Menziet, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Colonel  Whitmore. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 

Major  Richmond,  C.6., 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Wisfley, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
consequently  agreed  to, 
be  read  a  second   time 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 

Mr.  Buckley, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  HaU, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Miller, 
The  amendment  was 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to 
that  day  three  months. 

PENINSULA  COUNTY  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of  the  Peninsula  County.  Honor- 
able members  would  eee  by  the  preamble  that  the 
portion  of  land  which  it  was  proposed  to  include 
within  the  Peninsula  County  belonged  to  the 
Coanty  of  Taieri,  and  was  merely  an  outlying 
part  of  that  county  and  inconvenient  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  it.  All  that  was  sought  to  be 
obtained  by  the  Bill  was  to  include  a  portion  of 
a  road  known  as  the  Anderson's  Bay  Road  within 
the  proposed  extension,  and  he  apprehended  that 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  that  proposal. 
The  Bill  had  become  necessary  owing  to  there 
having  been  no  Counties  Bill  brought  into  Par- 
liament this  session,  and  if  it  were  not  passed 
it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  give  the 


Peninsula  County  means  to  keep  the  road  in 
repair  and  administer  it  generally. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  the  Council 
should  know  that  this  Bill  altered  the  power  con- 
tained in  the  Municipalities  Act  with  reference 
to  the  imposition  of  tolls.  Of  course  the  fact  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  having  this  Bill  in  charge 
would  lead  them  to  suppose  there  wqs  nothing 
wrong  in  it,  because  that  honorable  gentleman 
was  so  immaculate  in  his  political  actions.  He 
(Mr.  Holmes)  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  Bill, 
but  desired  to  point  out  that,  under  the  present 
law,  no  toll-bar  could  be  erected  within  a  mile  of 
any  municipality,  and  that  the  intention  of  this 
measure  was  to  place  a  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  county  to  establish  a  toll-bar  close  by  the  City 
of  Dunedin.  If  a  toll-gate  were  erected  on  Ander- 
son's Bay  Road  it  would  command  the  traffic  of 
several  adjacent  municipalities,  and  would,  in 
fact,  be  worth  £1,000  a  year,  while  it  would  be  a 
heavy  tax  upon  the  people  of  the  locahty.  Long 
before  the  place  was  as  large  as  at  present,  a  toll- 
gate  on  the  road  realized  somethmg  like  £700 
a  year,  and  not  one-half  the  amount  would  be 
required  to  keep  the  road  in  eood  order.  He  did 
not  intend  to  oppose  the  Bill,  because  he  wished 
to  have  the  road  kept  up,  as,  when  in  Dunedin, 
he  used  it  every  day.  The  honorable  gentleman, 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  should 
have  informed  the  Council  that  such  a  radical 
change  was  proposed,  and  that,  notwithstanding 
the  existing  Jaw  that  a  toll-bar  could  not  be 
erected  within  a  mile  of  a  municipality,  this  Bill 
gave  power  to  place  one  close  to  the  town  boun- 
dary of  Dunedin,  so  that  the  people  passing;  to 
and  from  the  city  and  the  various  municipalitieB 
would  have  to  pay. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  thought  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Miller  had  given  the  Council  a  very  meagre 
and  bald  description  of  the  Bill ;  he  doubted  very 
much  if  the  honorable  gentleman  understood  it. 
He  had  not  told  them  whether  or  not  the  Taieri 
County  people  were  in  favour  of  it.  This  Bill 
would  place  a  very  serious  tax  upon  a  number  of 
people  who  had  little  villas  at  Anderson's  Bay. 
He  would  like  to  know  if  the  Bill  had  been  cir- 
culated, because  he  considered  it  was  a  private 
Bill,  as  it  affected  private  property.  At  all  events 
it  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PATERSON  said  this  road-Une 
formed  the  boundary  of  the  Taieri  County  when 
originally  marked  out.  Since  then  a  number  of 
townships  in  the  neighboui^ood  of  Dunedin  had 
been  formed  into  municipalities,  and  been  taken 
out  of  the  Taieri  District.  They  intervened  be- 
tween the  road-line  and  what  was  now  the  Taieri 
County,  and  the  people  of  the  Taieri  County 
now  said  that  the  road  was  not  within  their  dis- 
trict, and  consequently  they  would  not  contribute 
towards  its  maintenance.  The  road  was  the  only 
means  of  access  to  a  large  district  known  as  the 
Peninsula,  and  formed  the  only  communication 
between  that  place  and  Dunedin.  There  was  a 
great  deal  of  traffic  on  the  road,  and  a  great  deal 
of  money  waa  required  to  keep  it  in  repair.  It 
could  not  be  closed,  and  must  either  be  main- 
tained by  a  toll  upon  those  who  used  it,  or  by 
a  rate  levied  upon  the  people  of  the  Peninsula 
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County,  to  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  attach 
it.  Be  helieTed  the  toll  would  be  the  fairer  plan, 
aa  only  those  who  used  the  road  would  pay  for  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  knew  the  locality, 
and  thought  there  were  good  reasons  for  passing 
this  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  he  did  not  think 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  had  giyen  the  Council 
sufficient  .information  on  the  subject.  He  told 
them  that  the  object  was  to  extend  the  boundaries 
of  the  Peninsula  County,  but  he  might  have 
added  that  the  extension  was  in  order  to  enable 
a  toll-gate  to  be  erected. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  hoped  the 
Council  would  set  its  face  against  Bills  coming 
up  to  repeal  provisions  in  general  Acts  such  as 
the  Public  Works  Act  and  the  Municipalities 
Act.  What  could  be  more  unfair  than  that  they 
should  derote  a  great  amount  of  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  provisions  of  a  general  Statute,  and 
immediately  afterwards  a  BiU  should  be  brought 
in  to  repeal  some  of  those  provisions  in  order 
to  suit  any  private  wishes  and  aims,  especially 
when  their  very  object  in  passing  the  general 
Act  was  to  prevent  it?  Some  conspicuous  in- 
stances of  this  had  occurred  daring  the  present 
session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PATEBSON  begged  to  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  point  out  what  private 
interest  was  to  be  served  by  this  Bill.  The  road 
was  a  public  road,  used  by  the  public,  and  main- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  public. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  was 
not  a  question  of  the  particular  private  interests 
which  might  be  affected.  What  he  was  urging 
upon  the  Council  was,  not  to  allow  a  general 
Statute,  having  provisions  relating  to  the  general 
public  interests,  to  be  defeated  and  frustrated  by 
private  ends  and  private  objects  which  might  be 
served  by  Bills  of  this  kind. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  must  rise  to  order. 
The  opposition  this  Bill  was  mating  was  extra- 
ordinary. There  was  no  private  interest  con- 
cerned in  it  whatever. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
general  object  they  had  had  in  passing  the  102nd 
section  of  "The  Public  Works  Act,  1876,"  was 
clear  and  distinct,  and  was  to  serve  the  interests 
of  the  whole  colony.  Somebody  to  whom  that 
clause  was  an  inconvenience  came  forward  and 
said,  "Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in 
the  102nd  section  of  *  The  Public  Works  Act, 
1876,'  just  let  me  do  the  very  thing  which  it 
was  the  object  of  that  provision  to  prevent."  Ho 
would  propose  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  do  what  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  did  in  the 
case  of  the  Gold  Mining  Districts  Bill,  and  ex- 
cise the  last  part  of  clause  3.  Then  he  would 
know  precisely  what  the  object  of  the  Bill  was. 
It  mignt  be  a  very  innocent  Bill,  and  be  devoid  of 
any  such  object  as  that  ascribed  to  it  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes ;  and  there  could  be  no  mistake  as  to 
its  scope  and  purpose  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
agreed  to  his  suggestion. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  the  only  objec- 
tion he  had  to  this  Bill  was  that  it  savoured  of 
the  dark  ages.  The  idea  of  one  of  their  principal 
cities  of  New  Zealand  having  a  toll-gate  within  a 
mile  of  its  post  office  was  one  which  posterity 
Mon.  Mr,  Faterson 


would  be  unable  to  realize.  If  he  were  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  erection  of  a  toll-gate  in  Christ- 
church  he  would  be  torn  to  pieces.  It  would  be 
•considered  as  a  downright  insult.  Were  thej 
so  poor  in  that  part  of  the  country  as  to  be 
unable  to  make  their  own  roads?  Were  there 
no  Road  Boards  or  Municipalities  in  that  grand 
city?  He  trusted  they  would  not  insult  thai 
fine  city  by  passing  a  BiU  of  this  kind.  It  was 
looked  upon  as  a  second  Edinburgh,  with  all  \h» 
wealth  of  New  Zealand  and  all  the  wealth  of  the 
Scotch  there. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  was  very  much  a&aid 
his  honorable  and  gallant  friend  woald  have  to 
go  to  school  again  in  these  matters.  The  state  of 
things  during  which  in  the  Middle  Island  they 
had  received  a  fair  share  of  the  territorial  reve- 
nue was  coming  to  an  end,  and  it  was  possible 
that  even  bis  honorable  friend  would  have  to  pa^ 
toll  at  a  turnpike  gate  at  Christchureh.  His 
honorable  friend  said  he  would  be  torn  to  iMeoet 
if  he  erected  a  toll-gate.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  entirdy 
disputed  that.  When  he  was  Secretary  for  Pablw 
Works  he  established  a  toll-gate  near  Christ- 
churoh.  There  was  a  great  hubbub  ;  he  did  not 
know  whether  his  honorable  friend  had  anything 
to  do  with  it,  but  he  hoped  not,  because  the 
gate  was  pulled  down.  However,  he  had  it  put 
up  again,  and  it  remained  as  long  as  he  was 
Secretary  for  Public  Works  ;  but  when  he  left — 
he  did  not  know  whether  his  honorable  friend  set 
to  work  afinin — ^the  gate  once  more  disappeared. 
He  was  airaid  thev  had  now  some  clue  to  the 
author  of  that  work. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  this  Bill  afforded 
an  illustration  of  the  wisdom  of  an  old  saying, 
"  There  is  a  time  for  everything."  It  appeared 
that*  he  had  introduced  it  at  a  most  unfortunate 
time,  when  the  tempers  of  two  honorable  gentle- 
men were  somewhat  toured  owing  to  his  having 
opposed  a  Bill  which  th^  thought  he  was  going 
to  support.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  had  called 
him  immaculate,  and  said  that  he  was  the  most 
virtuous  individual  in  the  world,  and  that  there 
could  be  nothing  wrong  in  the  Bill.  They  all 
knew  what  that  meant.  It  meant  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  very  much  incensed  at  his 
(Mr.  Miller's)  having  opposed  a  certain  Bill,  and 
that  he  took  that  magnanimous  way  of  insinuat- 
ing that  there  was  something  wrong  in  this  BilL 
He  congratulated  the  honorable  gentleman  upon 
the  means  he  took,  which  were  no  doubt  in 
accordance  with  his  view  of  things.  When  he 
was  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  talking  going  on,  and 
nobody  seemed  to  be  listening  to  his  remarks; 
but  he  explained  that  this  was  a  BUI  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of  the  Peninsula  Coimty  in  order 
to  include  Anderson's  Bay  Road.  That  was 
simple  enough.  If  honorable  members  would 
look  at  clause  3  they  would  see  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  put  up  a  toll-gate.  Having  been  away 
from  the  colony  during  the  last  eighteen  months, 
he  was  not  aware  that  the  toll-gate,  which  had  al- 
ways existed  there  as  long  as  he  could  rememher, 
had  been  removed,  nor  was  he  aware  oi  the  fact 
when  he  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  BilL 
Therefore  he  did  iiot  think  it  was  necessary  to 
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inform  the  Council  that  the  3rd  clause  gave  the 
Peninsula  Oountj,  to  which  the  road  was  to  be 
handed  over,  the  power  to  pub  up  a  toll-gate  in 
another  place.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  he 
thought  a  great  many  unnecessary  remarks  had 
been  made  on  the  Bill.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
Peninsula  Couuty  used  the  road,  and  an  immense 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dunedin  used  the 
road  as  well  for  tlie  purpose  of  recreation.  He 
therefore  maintained  it  would  not  be  at  all  an 
unfair  thing  to  the  people  of  Dunedin  that  there 
should  be  a  toll-gate  there.  He  had  often  heard 
this  hue  and  cry  a^nst  toll-gates  raised  at  Ta- 
riouB  times  in  the  Otago  Provincial  Council,  but 
he  nerer  sympathized  with  it.  He  thought  the 
fairest  way  to  keep  up  roads  was  on  the  simple 
principle  that  those  who  used  the  roads  should 
pay  for  them.  His  immaculate  friend  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes  said  that  he  did  not  object  to  the 
toll-gate.  He  did  not  suppose  that  any  one  would 
have  to  pay  more  tolls  thtlh  his  honorable  friend, 
because  he  would  have  to  go  through  a  toll*  gate 
every  time  he  went  to  his  own  house.  He  re- 
spected the  honorable  gentleman's  virtue  for  that 
reason.  With  all  due  deference  to  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell,  he  thought  it  would  be  Yery 
wrong  to  make  the  alteration  which  he  proposed. 
He  was  informed  that  it  cost  £700  or  £800  a 
Tear  to  keep  up  this  road,  and  he  should  like  to 
know  how  tne  authorities  of  the  Peninsula  County 
were  to  keep  up  the  road  if  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  erect  a  toU-^te. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EDUCATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  asked  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  read,  without  notice,  certain 
protests  which  were  handed  in,  before  the  sitting 
of  the  Council,  by  certain  members  against  the 
Education  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be 
quite  in  order. 

The  Clbbk  read  the  protests  as  follows : — 

(No.  1.) 
"  We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  New  Zealand,  record  our  pro- 
test against  *The  Education  Bill,  1877,'  because 
it  fails  to  provide  for  any  recognition  of  the 
Christian  religion,  or  even  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
"Wm.  H.  Kbitny. 
"M.  Richmond,  C.B. 
♦'  W.  S.  Pbtbe. 

"H.  J.   MiLLBB." 

(No.  2.) 
'*  We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  New  Zealand,  record  our  pro- 
test against  'The  Education  Bill,  1877,'  in  its 
present  shape,  because  it  not  only  fails  to  provide 
for  any  instruction  in  the  principles  of  religion, 
which  ore  the  essential  basis  of  all  education, 
but  it  excludes  from  the  schools  to  be  main- 
tained under  its  provisions  any  recognition  of  the 
Christian  religion,  or  even  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
We  believe  tha,t  such  a  law  is  not  only  absolutely 
wrong,  but  is  opposed  to  the  general  wishes  of 
the  people  of  New  Zealand. 

"JoHK  EUll. 

"Jab.  H.  Mbnbibs." 


TARANAKI  SMELTING  WORKS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  merely  pro- 
vided for  a  year's  grace  to  complete  certain 
transactions  on  behalf  of  the  Taranaki  Smelting 
Works  Company.  The  real  object  of  the  BiU 
was  to  obtain  a  title  for  land  that  in  reality  they 
had  a  fair  claim  to,  because,  when  the  Company 
expended  £10,000  on  the  land  and  had  sub- 
scribed £30,000  of  capital,  they  had  a  right  to 
those  5,000  acres  of  land.  He  believed  that 
£27,000  of  actual  capital  had  been  subscribed ; 
but  £3,000,  or  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
capital,  was  given  in  shares  for  a  patent  for 
smelting  iron.  Those  shares  were  looked  upon 
as  part  of  the  capital,  making  up  £30,000,  and  he 
believed  the  reason  why  the  land  had  not  been 
conveyed  was  because  tbis  sum  of  £3,000  was  not 
subscribed  as  bond  fide  capital.  This  Bill  had 
been  referred  to  a  Committee,  which  reported  as 
follows : — 

"  From  inquiry  made  bv  the  Committee  it  ap- 
pears that  *  The  Taranaki  Iron-Sand  Smelting 
Works  Act,  1874,'  under  which  the  Company 
claim  the  land,  imposed  the  following  conditions, 
which  were  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  Company  before 
the  Superintendent  was  authorized  to  issue  a  cer- 
^tificate  to  the  company  declaring  they  were  en- 
titled to  a  Crown  grant : — 

"  1.  That  the  Company  make  a  selection  of  the 
land  and  complete  a  blasting  furnace  for 
smelting  iron  ore  before  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1875. 

"2.  That  the  Company  pay  5s.  per  acre  for 
the  said  land  to  the  Provincial  Treasurer. 

**  3.  That  the  Company  have  a  nominal  capi- 
tal of  £50,000. 

"4.  That  the  Company  have  an  actual  capi- 
tal of  £30,000. 

"5.  That  the  Company  expend  £10,000  in 
erecting  and  completing  a  blast  furnace, 
and  in  the  purchase  of  plant  and  labour 
charges. 

*'  All  the  above  conditions  are  admitted  to  have 
been  fulfilled  by  the  Company  except  the  4th, 
which  is  the  question  in  dispute. 

*'The  Company  had  an  actual  capital  of 
£30,410,  but  this  included  £3,000  worth  of 
shares  paid  up,  which  were  given  for  a  smelting 
patent. 

**  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  Company 
haye  expended  a  large  sum  of  money  on  plant, 
and  paid  £1,250  for  the  land  in  question,  the 
Committee  recommend  that  a  grant  be  issued  for 
the  land  to  the  Company  when  they  have  manu- 
factured to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Government 
one  hundred  tons  of  marketable  oast-iron  from 
the  Taranaki  iron-sand." 

The  Company  had  actually  spent  £18,000  in- 
stead of  £10,000,  and  the  only  thing  that  stood 
in  the  way  of  their  getting  a  title  was  about 
£3,000  worth  of  paid-up  shares.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  permit  the  Gk)vemor  to  give  a 
Crown  grant  for  this  land  notwithstanding  the 
£3,000  worth  of  shares  not  having  been  actually 
subscribed  as  capital. 

Debate  acyourned. 
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CANTERBi;pY  ROADS  BILL.  | 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second  j 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  had  stated,  in  asking  i 
leave  to  intPo<luce  the  Bill,  that  its  object  was  ; 
two-fold — first,  to  correct  some  defects  in  the 
existing  Roads  Ordinance  of  the  PiOTince  of  Can- 
terburj ;  and,  secondly,  to  remedy  a  state  of 
confusion  which  had  arisen  in  one  of  the  Largest 
of  the  road  districts  in  that  provincial  district. 
The  first  six  clauses  of  tlie  Bill  referred  to  the 
first  object  ho  had  mentioned.  They  provided 
that  ample  notice  should  be  given  in  the  district 
affected  when  an  application  was  made  for  divid- 
ing one  district  into  two.  That  was  not  necessary 
80  long  as  the  provincial  system  was  in  opera- 
tion, because  petitions  were  sent,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  Superintendent,  and  were  by  him 
referred  to  the  Provincial  Council,  where  the  mat- 
ter was  thoroughly  ventilated.  If  a  resolution  in 
favour  of  a  petition  were  paj»8ed  by  the  Council, 
then  the  Superintendent  could  give  effect  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.  That,  as  he  had  before 
pointed  out,  provided  everv  security  that  the 
whole  matter  should  not  be  done  in  a  hurry — that 
it  would  not  be  done  without  all  parties  having 
full  notice  as  to  what  was  proposed  to  be  done, 
and  having  an  opportunity  of  objecting,  if  they 
thought  it  rij^ht  to  object,  and  thus  enabling  the 
authorities  to  know  all  the  facts  of  the  case 
before  they  were  called  upon  to  act.  Now  that 
the  Provincial  Council  was  done  away  with,  a 
discussion  of  tlie  matter  need  no  longer  take 
place.  A  petition  came  direct  to  the  Governor, 
who  would  or  would  not  assent  to  it,  as  he 
thought  right,  without  any  party  affected  by  the 
petition  having  any  opportunity  of  being  heard 
either  in  its  favour  or  in  opposition  to  it.  He 
thought  honorable  members  would  admit  that 
that  was  a  defect  which  required  to  be  reme- 
died. The  2nd  and  3rd  clauses  therefore  pro- 
vided that,  when  a  petition  for  this  purpose  was 
presented  to  the  Gk)vemor,  he  caused  it  to  be 
advertised  for  two  months  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
two  months  he  had  to  refer  it,  with  any  counter- 
petitions  that  might  be  received,  to  the  County 
Council,  if  such  a  body  was  in  operation.  If  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  was  recommended  by  the 
County  Council,  the  Governor  had  then  to  give 
effect  to,  it  if  he  thought  proper;  but  if  the 
County  Act  was  not  in  operation  in  the  dis- 
trict the  Governor  must  deal  with  the  matter 
himself.  The  4th,  5th,  and  6th  clauses  provided 
a  remedy  for  a  defect  in  the  Provincial  Ordi- 
nance, which,  in  the  case  of  the  division  of  a 
district,  did  not  provide  for  a  division  of  the 
liabilities  which  might  have  been  existing  at 
the  time  upon  the  road  district,  or  of  the  assets 
the  district  might  at  the  time  possess.  At  th.^ 
time  the  OrdiuaJicc  was  passed  the  possession 
of  any  cousiderablf  amount  of  as.-els  was  a  very 
unlikely  event,  and  the  full  iiolico  tli at  everybody 
had  that  such  a  clmngc*  was  going  to  take  place 
preveiTtel  any  difilcuity  arising  on  that  score. 
But  that  was  no  longer  tlio  case.  Cas-es  had 
arisen  and  i\'u\  arise,  upon  tlio  division  of  a  dis- 
trict, in  which  assets  had  to  bo  divided  and 
liabilities  had  to  be  apportioned.  The  Bill  pro- 
Tided  that  new  Road  Boards  might  agree  upon 
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the  subject  if  they  could,  but,  if  they  could  not 
agree,  the  matter  was  to  be  left  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Audit.  Objection  had  been  taken 
to  those  officers  as  not  being  the  best  adapted  for 
the  purftose  ;  but  that  was  a  matter  of  detail, 
and  he  should  be  quite  ready  to  enter  into  it 
in  Committee,  and,  if  any  authority  were  con- 
sidered to  be  better  qualified  to  perform  this 
work  fairly,  he  would  be  ready  to  agree  to  any 
amendment  in  that  direction.  The  Bill  also  pro- 
vided another  very  necessary  amendment.  At 
present,  on  the  occasion  of  a  division  of  a  dis- 
trict, the  first  election  of  a  Road  Board  for  the 
now  district  was  to  be  made  not  by  the  rate- 
payers, but  by  the  electors  and  the  householders. 
Tlio  reason  of  that  proposal  was  that  no  rate- 
payers could  exist  for  newly -constituted  districts, 
and  therefore,  to  enable  an  election  to  be  hehi, 
some  other  constituency  must  bo  provided.  Com- 
plaint had  been  mad%  that  this  gave  a  voice  in 
the  election  to  persons  who  were  really  not 
the  best  fitted  to  have  any  voice  in  the  matter. 
Therefore  it  was  provided  in  the  Bill  before 
them  that,  when  a  district  was  newly  consti- 
tuted, the  clerk  of  the  old  district  waa,  out  of  the 
old  ratepayers*  roll,  to  make  up  a  list  showing 
those  ratepayers  who  lived  in  each  of  the  new 
districts  and  thereupon  the  election  of  the  nfw 
Riad  Boards  could  take  place.  These  were  the 
improvements  which  this  Bill  provided  in  the 
existing  law.  The  last  two  clauses  dealt  with 
the  last  of  the  two  object*  which  he  stated  the 
Bill  had  in  view — namely,  the  remedying  of  the 
state  of  confusion  which  had  arisen  in  one  of  the 
largest  road  districts  in  Canterbury,  A  proposal 
had  been  made,  with  regard  to  this,  that  the 
question  could  be  settled  in  aiu>ther  way  than 
that  proposed  in  these  two  clauses.  He  should 
be  very  glad,  if  the  Bill  went  into  Committee,  to 
accept  the  proposal  if  it  were  found  to  be  prac- 
ticable ;  but  of  course  he  could  not  be  sure  that 
that  would  be  the  case,  and  therefore  it  was  his 
duty  to  point  out  to  the  Council  the  reason  for 
introducing  this  part  of  the  Bill.  A  petition 
was  got  up  in  the  South  Rakaia  Eoad  fiistrict, 
some  time,  he  believed,  in  the  month  of  Julji 
for  the  division  of  that  district  in  a  parti- 
cular manner;  but  it  was  only  shortly  before 
the  petition  was  sent  up  that  the  members  of  the 
Road  Board  were  made  aware  of  it.  None  of 
them  was  asked  to  sign  it  excepting  the  Chair- 
man, and  he  understood  that  that  gentlemao 
refused  to  do  so.  When  the  Chairman  heard 
of  that  petition,  he,  on  the  16th  July,  telegraphed 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  stating  that  he  bod 
heard  that  such  a  petition  was  being  forwarded, 
and  asking  for  delay,  in  order  that  a  petition, 
exprofsing  the  views  of  the  ratepavers  of  the 
di=tii:*t,  might  be  signed.  Then  tlicre  ^as  a 
letter  fram  .Mr.  AVason,  the  member  represeutiug 
the  district,  forwarding  a  pi'titiou  strongly  re- 
commending the  division.  The  next  step  io  the 
matter  was  that,  without  waiting  for  the  jurrivalof 
the  counter-petition,  a  Proclamation  was  issued 
on  the  28th  July  by  the  Governor  dividing  the 
district  in  the  manner  petitioned  for  j  also  abolisb- 
ing  the  South  Rakaia  District,  and  substituting 
the  Mount   Hutt  and   the  Acton  District    On 
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the  saiDe  day  the  Cbainnan  of  the  South  Rakaia 
Boad  Board  forwarded,  hj  letter,  resolutions 
passed  at  a  public  meeting  held  in  tbo  district, 
protesting  a^^ainst  the  proposed  division,  and  ask- 
ing tbat  different  steps  should  be  taken.  That 
counter-application  was  not  heard.  Tbe  division 
was  eiven  effect  to  before  the  counter-application, 
of  which  notice  had  been  given,  was  received  by 
the  Qovemment.  He  would  say  now,  as  he  had 
said  on  a  former  occasion,  that  tbat  was,  to  his 
mind,  a  fn:'eat  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  tbought  the  Government  not  only 
made  tbat  mistake,  but  they  made  this  further 
mistake:  According  to  tbe  Ordinance  tbey  had 
a  perfect  legal  right  to  give  effect  to  tbe  peti- 
tion praying  tbat  a  portion  of  the  old  district 
of  South  Rakaia  should  be  constituted  a  new 
district ;  but  they  did  not  content  themselves 
with  doing  that,  and  leaving  the  remainder  of  the 
old  district  to  be  the  South  Rakaia  District,  but 
they  made  another  district :  they  practically  abo- 
lished the  old  district,  and  gave  it  an  entirely  new 
name.  Tbe  effect  of  giving  tbat  new  name  was 
a  very  important  one  upon  tbe  finances  of  the 
old  district.  If  they  had  simply  constituted  tbe 
new  district  as  applied  for,  and  left  the  remainder 
of  the  old  district  to  remain  the  old  district,  it 
would  have  had  possession  of  wbat  was  left  of  the 
assets  and  the  liabilities  as  tbe  Ordinance  contem- 
plated. They  did  not  do  tbat,  but  they  did  what 
the  Ordinance  did  not  give  them  tbe  power  to  do : 
they  cut  tbe  district  into  two  entirely  new  dis- 
tricts. The  consequence  was  tbat  tbe  assets  at 
the  credit  of  the  district  remained  still  in  the 
bank,  and  no  one  could  touch  them.  He  was  in- 
formed tbat  such  was  really  the  case.  There  was 
a  remonstrance  made  against  the  division,  but  the 
answer  given  to  the  remonstrance  was  substantially 
this  :  that  the  thing  had  been  done,  and  it  could 
not  be  undone.  Proclamations  for  the  new  elec- 
tions were  issued,  and  the  remonstrants  were  told 
that  tbey  had  better  wait  until  the  new  Boards 
were  elected,  and  when  they  were  elected  the 
Government  would  hear  what  they  had  to  say 
on  the  subject.  He  did  not  wish  to  weary  tbe 
Council  by  going  into  details,  but  he  believed 
tbat  tbat  was  a  very  fair  general  summary  of 
what  had  afterwards  taken  place.  As  soon  as  the 
Boad  Boards  were  constituted,  there  was  another 
petition  got  up  in  a  part  of  the  Mount  Hutt  Dis- 
trict, the  residents  of  which  were  extremely  dis- 
■atisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  things.  They 
petitioned  for  that  portion  of  the  new  district  to 
be  amalgamated  with  the  old  road  district.  But 
that  was  refused  by  the  Government.  Tbey 
were  told  to  wait  to  see  whnt  the  Road  Boards 
did.  The  Road  Boards  were  t*ien  elected,  and 
they  met.  They  passed  resolutions,  which  bad 
been  printed  and  circulated,  and  of  which,  no 
doubt,  honorable  members  had  received  a  copy. 
To  render  them  intelligible  he  should  explain  that 
there  were  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
two  BiUs  on  this  subject — one  introduced  by  Mr. 
J.E.  Brown,  which  provided  that  tbe  Proclamation 
itself  should  be  cancelled,  tbat  all  parties  should 
revert  to  tbe  state  of  things  in  which  they  found 
themselves  before  the  district  was  divided,  and 
Uiat,  if  it  then  appeared  to  be  a  genuine  wish 
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on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  tbe  ratepayers  that 
there  should  be  a  division,  they  might  adopt  the 
necessary  steps  for  that   purpose.     Having  ex* 
plained  that  to  honorable  members,  he  would  now 
read  tbe  resolutions  which  had  been  arrived  at  by 
the  newly-elected  Road  Boards  of  the  two  new 
districts.    At  a  meeting  of  the  Mount  Hutt  Road 
:  Board,  held  on  the  19th  September,  1877,  the 
I  following   resolution   was    unanimously  passed; 
I  "That  this  Board  is  in  &vour  of  Mr.  J.  B. 
j  Brown's  South  Rakaia  Road  Board  Bill  No.  2,  now 
I  before  the  General  Assembly."    At  a  meeting  of 
j  the  Acton  Rood  Boards  held  on  the  18th  Septem- 
i  ber,  1877,  the  following  resolution  was  passed 
!  unanimously :  "  That  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
i  beneficial  to  ourselves  and  the  district  we  represent 
to  support  tbe  South  Rakaia  Road  Board  Bill 
No.  2,  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  £.  Brown,  and  now 
;  under  consideration  of  tbe  General  Assembly." 
,  A  memorandum  was  signed  by  the  Chairmen  of 
the  respective  Boards  to  the    effect    that    tba 
Boards  decUned  to  work  until  the  decision  of  tbo 
House  relative  to  Mr.  Brown's  Bill  was  known. 
Now,  that  was  tbe  present  state  of  things,  and 
the  Boards  of  both    districts  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  position — with  the  alteration  that  had 
been  made — and  they  asked  that  Mr.  Brown's 
Bill  should  be  passeid,  which  was  to  the  same 
'  effect  as  the  last  two  clauses  of  this  Bill.     They 
petitioned  in  favour  of  Mr.  Brown's  Bill.    The 
'  present  Bill,  be  thought,  would  be  a  reasonable 
solution  of  tbe  question.    It  would  not  prevent 
the  district  being  divided  if  it  was  the  deliberate 
and  well-ascertained  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
the  ratepayers  of  the  district  that  it  should  be 
80.     It  affirmed  this  principle  :   tbat  this  division 
was  done  with — what  should  he  say? — precipi- 
tation ;  it  was  done  without  a  fair  opportunity 
having  been  given  to  all  parties  of  being  heard, 
:  and  after  warning  had  been  given  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  a  counter-petition  to  the  original  one 
was  to  be  sent.     He  did  not  wish  to  make  any 
unpleasant  remarks.    He  could  only  say  that  the 
<  Gbvemment  had  made  a  mistake,  and  he  thought 
,  it  would  have  been  better  if  they  had  acknow- 
ledged their  mistake  and  endeavoured  to  redress 
the  matter  as  soon  as  possible.     Perhaps  it  was 
not  impossible  to  do  so  now.    The  adoption  of  this 
Bill  would  be  a  fair  and  reasonable  solution  of 
the   case.     It  would  enable  the  whole  proceed- 
ings to  be  commenced  de  novOf  and  the  Gt>vem- 
;  ment  to  act  on  what  appeared  to  be  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  district.    For 
those  reasons  he  asked  the  Council  to  read  the  Bill 
a  second  time.     He  had  been  told  that  there  was 
a  proposal  now  to  settle  the  matter  by  allowing 
the  two  Boards  to  exercise  the  powers  given  by  the 
Ordinance  to  amalgamate  these  districts  into  the 
old  original  district.    There  would,  however,  be 
this  difficulty  :  that  the  law  did  not  proride  in  a 
case  of  this  kind  what  should  be  done  with  the 
assets  of  the  original  Board,  which  had  not  come 
into   the  possession  of  either  of  the  two  new 
Boards.      If  it  were  the  opinion    of  the    two 
original  districts  that  it  should  be  so,  then,  no 
doubt,  their  own  assets  would  at  once  become  the 
property  of  the  united  districts  ;   but  here  were 
astete  which  had  not  come  into  tbe  possession  of 
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the  new  districU  at  alL  The  assets  now  lay  in 
the  Bank,  and  would  still  remain  thertf.  It  would 
he  necessary,  therefore,  that  a  clause  should  be 
introduced  into  the  Bill  to  provide  that  these 
assets  should  be  paid  over  to  the  new  Board.  He 
believed  that  that  would  be  a  satisfactory  solution 
of  the  case.  He  had  not  yet  ascertained  whether 
all  the  parties  would  agree  to  that  course  being 
adopted.  He  did  not  propose  to  ask  the  Council 
to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  to-night,  if  they 
agreed  to  read  it  a  second  time,  and  he  trusted 
that  all  parties  would  agree  to  that  course ;  but, 
if  they  did  not  agree,  he  would  ask  the  Council  to 
TOSS  this  Bill  as  it  stood.  He  apologized  to  the 
Council  for  troubling  it  with  what,  after  all,  was 
a  local  affair,  but  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  a^k 
the  Council  to  agree  to  the  fecond  reading  of  a 
Bill  without  fully  and  fairly  stating  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  like  to  be 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  He 
entirely  approved  of  the  Bill  to  the  extent  that  it 
provided  a  necessary  aitiendment  to  a  local  Ordi- 
nance, which  was  admitted  to  be  required.  The 
part  of  the  Bill  to  which  he  took  exception  as 
being  unnecessary  was  thit  portion  of  it'  to  which 
the  observations  made  by  nis  honorable  friend 
referred — namely,  the  two  last  clauses.  He 
thought  that  those  clauses  were  unnecessary. 
They  were  unnecessary,  in  his  opinion,  upon  this 
ground :  that  it  was  not  the  function  of  this 
Assembly  to  interfere  with  the  weight  of  its 
authority  in  matters  which  were  of  a  purely  local 
character,  and  which  could  be  settled  under  the 
existing  law  by  the  people  themselves,  vrithout 
any  meddlesome  interference  by  the  Colonial 
L^slature.  He  thought  it  was  most  desirable 
that  thev  should  as  scrupulously  as  possible  avoid 
that  which  he  called  meddlesome  le^lation,  and 
that  they  should  trust  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  the  respective  districts  in  tne  colony  to 
manage  their  own  local  affairs  without  at  least 
unnecessary  interference  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  colony,  such  interference  as,  in  his  mind,  was 
proposed  by  the  two  last  clauses  of  this  BilL  His 
honorable  friend  had  stated  with  sufficient  aocu- 
raoy  the  circumstances  which,  in  his  opinion, 
rendered  the  interference  of  the  Legislature  now 
necessaiy ;  but  there  was  already  in  uie  local  Ordi- 
nance a  provision  which  clearly  enabled  the  local 
Boards,  which  were  the  proper  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  which  ought  to  be  the  exponents 
of  the  wishes  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts, to  do,  without  any  interference  on  the  part 
of  this  Iiegislature,  precisely  that  which  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill  enabled  them  to  do.  There 
were  in  ovoiy  local  district,  as  he  was  sure  the 
experience  of  honorable  gentlemen  would  have 
taught  them,  a  number  of  fussy  person^  who 
took  upon  themselves  to  be  the  exponents  of  the 
popular  opinion  in  their  district.  They  assumed 
to  themselves  all  knowledge,  and  the  authority 
of  directors,  and  took  upon  themselves  to  de- 
clare what  was  the  public  will;  and,  in  that 
overweening  self-confidence  which  they  possessed, 
they  did  not  think  it  at  all  necessary  to  inform 
themselyes  as  to  what  really  were  the  desires  of 
the  people  in  whose  name  they  presumed  to 
Mon.  Mr.  Hall 


speak.    That  he  took  to  be  really  the  cause  of 
the  disturbance  which  had  taken   place  in  the 
South   Bakaia  Boad  District.      He   said   so  as 
the  result  of  his  own  personal  experience.     He 
would    briefly    refer    to    what    had    happened. 
There  was  a   very  large  district    in    the    Pro- 
vincial  District   of  Canterbury,   known  as  the 
South  Bakaia  District,  which — he  was  now  speak- 
ing from    memoiy  —  was   very   nearly  200,000 
acres  in  extent,  and  which  bad,  he  thought,  350 
miles  of  roads   already   made.      It  was    inter- 
sected by  a  railway.    There  were  seventy  rate- 
payers in  one  portion  of  the  district,  and  some 
fifty  of  those  ratepayers  had  petitioned  the  Qo- 
remor  to  separate  their  portion  of  the  district. 
Tliere  was  no  doubt  as  to  the  fact,  no  doubt  as  to 
the  validity  of  the  petition,  no  doubt  as  to  the 
accuracy  of  all  the  statements  that  were  made  in 
it.    This  petition  was  pretented  to  the  Governor, 
and  an  urgent  request  for  attention  to  it  was  made 
by  two  gentlemen  of  unimpeachable  respectability, 
repreeentatives  of  that  district  in  another  place. 
And,  upon  the  evidence  placed  before  the  Qoyem- 
ment,  and  acting  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  a  division  of  the  Soath 
Kakaia  District  was  made  in  conformity  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.     Immediately  the  foasi- 
ness  of  which  he  had  spoken  exhibited  itself,  and 
a   number  of  gentlemen,  all  of  them  affectine 
to  speak  in  the  names  of  the  ratepayers,  entered 
into  what  he  might  call  a  game  of  diamorxi -cut- 
diamond   to  see  which  of  them  could  get   the 
greatest  advantage  out  of  the  confusion    which 
they  made  in  reference  to  the  division   of   the 
district.    He  was  himself  personally  responaible 
for  the  action  which  was  taken  in  this  busineea, 
and  he  was  free  to  admit  that  if  he  had,   in 
the  first  instance,  followed  the  course  which  he 
prescribed  to  himself  on  all  other  occasions  of  a 
similar  kind,  and  had  delayed  the  issue   of  the 
Proclamation  until  he  bad  had  an  opportunity  of 
consulting  all  the  persons  oonoemed  and  hear- 
ing both  sides  of  the  case,  it  would  bare  been 
better.    But  he  was  not  bound  by  the  law  to  do 
that,  although,  as  a  matter  of  poli^  and  of  ad- 
ministrative care,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  d<HDg  bo 
upon  the  many  occasions  which  arose  since  the 
responsibility  devolved  upon  the  Gbvemment  of 
bringing  the  Counties  Act  and  the  other  local  in- 
stitutions into  operation.    He  did  not  think  it 
necessary  on  this  occasion,   because  everything 
appeared  to  be  absolutely  en  rhgle^  and  he  had  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  recommendationB  that 
were  made  to  the  Government,  and  on  whieh  he 
advised  His  Excellency  to  act,  were  unimpeach- 
able, or  that  any  difficulty  or  ooofusion  would 
arise.     The  game,  so  to  say,  was  played  orer  the 
banking  account.    There  were,  it  appeared,  some 
£8,000  or  £10,000  to  the  credit  of  the  bank  ac- 
count, and  the  object  of  maintaining  the  old  title 
of  the  Soutii  Bakaia  Road  Board  was  that  the 
bank  account  should  then  be  operated  upon  by 
the  South  Bakaia  Boad  Board,  and  that  the  other 
portion  of  the  road  district  which  was  left  out 
should  be  left  absolutely  and  entirely  without 
funds.    But  he  said  then,  what  he  repeated  now, 
that  there  was  a  way  for  the  people  themselves  to 
hare  settled  this  question  in  accordance  with  the 
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existing  law,  if  thej  had  themselyes  thought  it 
of  sufficient  importance  to  move  in  the  matter. 
"When  the  new  districts  were  constituted,  if  the 
Boad  Boards  were  the  representatiTes  and  ex- 
ponents of  the  popular  will  in  that  respect  they 
had  nothing  to  ao  but  to  petition  the  GoTernor 
again,  who  was  in  the  position  previously  occupied 
by  the  Superiatendent,  and  the  stains  quo  ante 
might  have  been  restored  immediately,  and  the 
whole  South  Bakaia  District  might  have  become 
one  district  instead  of  the  two  into  which  it  was 
diyided.  What  he  said  then,  and  what  he  said 
now,  was  that,  seeing  there  was  a  possibility  of 
doing  this  thing — seeing  that  the  people  them- 
■eWes,  under  the  Ordinance  as  it  existed,  and  with 
still  greater  facility  under  the  amendments  now 
proposed  to  be  made — the  people  should  be  al- 
lowed to  do  that  by  their  local  representatives 
which  seemed  most  conducive  to  their  interests, 
without  any  interference  whatever  on  the  part  of 
the  XiCgislature.  He  thought  they  might  very 
safely  accept  the  amendments,  of  which  he  ap- 
proved, that  were  made  in  the  first  portion  of 
this  Bill,  and  they  might  in  Committee  very 
safely  erase  the  two  clauses  which  proposed  to 
deal  with  the  Proclamation  that  had  been  already 
issued.  What  happened  with  respect  to  the  funds 
he  understood  to  be  this  :  that  the  liabilities  of 
the  original  South  Rakaia  District  were  met  and 
paid  out  of  the  fund  then  existing  in  the  Bank. 
He  was  not  aware  of  the  process  by  which  it  was 
accomplished. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL. — The  personal'  responsi- 
bility and  liability  of  the  members  of  the  Board. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  just  telling  what 
happened,  as  he  was  informed.  The  account  had 
been  divided,  by  some  process  with  which  he  was 
not  acquainted,  and  one  portion,  amounting  to 
somethmg  under  £2,000,  had  been  paid  to  the 
bank  account  of  one  Road  Board,  and  another 
sum  of  £3,000  stood  in  the  Colonial  Treasury 
at  the  disposal  of  the  other  Board  at  any 
time  they  would  advise  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
into  what  bank  they  desired  to  have  it  paid. 
So  that,  practically — and  that  was  the  impor- 
tant point — the  creditors  and  those  persons  who 
were  employed  by  the  original  Road  Board 
really  suf&red  no  inconvenience.  All  the  claims 
were  met  in  due  course.  There  was  a  little  ir- 
regularity, perhaps,  by  the  assumption  of  ^neral 
responsibilities  on  the  part  of  certain  individuals; 
but  the  thing  was  done,  and  there  was  no  dif- 
ficulty on  that  account.  That  was  all  he  desired 
to  say  on  this  occasion.  When  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee  he  would  take  a^  opportunity  of 
moving  that  the  two  clauses  he  had  referred  to 
shoidd  be  erased ;  and  he  hoped  to  obtain  the 
concurrence  of  the  Council,  on  the  broad  ground 
that  it  was  most  undesirable,  and,  in  fact,  dan- 
gerous, for  the  Council  to  commit  itself  to  any 
meddlesome  interference  with  the  details  of  local 
administration. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  subject,  having  called  attention  to 
.it  in  the  Council  some  months  ago.  The  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  placed  great  stress  upon  what  he  was 
pleased  to  deprecate  as  meddling  with  Road 
Boards  and  acting  in  a  fussy  kind  of  manner. 


Why,  it  was  the  honorable  gentleman's  doing 
that  very  thing  which  had  caused  all  this  dis- 
turbance, irregularity,  and  confusion.  He  had 
no  business  to  meddle  with  a  matter  that  had 
not  come  up  in  the  proper  legal  and  justifiable 
way  of  transacting  business.  What  was  done  by 
half  the  ratepayers  of  the  South  Rakaia  District 
was  done  contrary  to  the  old  Provincial  Ordi- 
nance. It  was  quite  true  that  a  petition  was 
presented  signed  by  half  of  the  ratepayers  ;  but 
how  was  that  petition  got  up  ?  It  was  surrep- 
titiously and  secretly  got  up ;  and,  as  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  had  said,  the  Chairman  of  the  Rakaia 
Road  Board  was  only  asked  to  sign  it  the  day  be- 
fore it  was  sent  oflT,  none  of  the  other  members  of 
the  Board  being  asked  to  affix  their  signatures. 
The  Chairman  very  naturally  declined  to  sign 
the  petition,  as  he  was  perfectly  unconscious  of 
the  action  that  had  been  taken  by  half  of  the 
ratepayers.  Besides,  there  was  an  imaginary  line 
drawn.  It  had  been  incorrectly  stated  that 
the  railway  was  the  boundary  line.  The  railway 
took  a  zigzag  direction,  and  formed  a  most  incon- 
venient line  of  demarcation.  It  was  veiy  strongly 
objected  to  as  a  boundary.  But  the  greatest 
inconvenience  the  Board  suffered  was  the  stop- 
page of  its  works,  owing  to  its  inabihty  to  touch 
the  money,  which  the  &nk  would  not  hand  over 
unless  it  had  the  proper  authority.  It  was  true 
they  had  some  little  money  which  they  had  re- 
ceived since  this  confusion  took  place,  but  the 
money  that  was  in  the  bank  before  they  could  not 
touch.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  read  clause  6  of  the 
Provincial  Ordinance.  That  referred  to  a  very 
different  thing.  It  contemplated  the  case  of  two 
Road  Boards  joining,  whereas  here  one  Board 
was  divided  into  two.  The  two  processes  were 
entirely  difierent.  Therefore  he  considered  that 
the  Government  acted  most  unwisely,  and  con- 
trary to  the  recognized  regulations.  Had  they 
not  been  in  such  a  hurry  in  the  matter  everythina 
would  have  gone  on  correctly,  and  they  would 
have  found  out  that  the  course  proposed  was 
contrary  to  the  general  wish  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  district.  He  hoped  this  Bill  would  rectify 
all  the  mistakes  and  confusion  that  the  action  of 
the  Government  had  brought  about,  and  remedy 
the  evil  complained  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  that,  although  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  and  himself  did  not  altogether 
agree  as  to  the  last  clause,  he  did  not  think  they 
differed  so  much  as  to  what  was  required  to  be 
done  as  upon  the  history  of  the  transaction.  EUs 
honorable  friend  had  done  an  injustice  to  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  were  concerned  in  this  matter 
which  he  (Mr.  Hall)  thought  he  was  bound  to 
point  out.  He  had  spoken  generallj  of  "  fussy 
people  possessed  of  an  overweening  self-confidence, 
who  presumed  to  represent  the  feelings  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district,*'  and  soon.  It  was  very 
unjustifiable  for  his  honorable  friend  to  apply 
those  remarks  to  the  persons  who  had  objected 
to  these  proceedings,  wnen  the  result  of  the  new 
elections  had  shown  that  every  one  of  the  ten 
members  of  the  Road  Board  who  had  been  elected 
was  opposed  to  the  action  that  was  taken  by  the 
Government.  Judging  from  that,  it  did  not  look 
as  if  the  objections  were  those  of  **  fussy,  over- 
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weening  indiridnAls,  who  took  upon  themtelTes  to 
represent  the  people  of  the  diftriot."  Hu  honor- 
able friend  said  that  he  rece'iTed  a  petition  sieoed 
bj  flftj  out  of  lerenty  ratepavert,  prajing  for  a 
diyiiion  of  the  district.  He  {Mr.  Hali)  had  no 
opportunity  of  checking  that,  and  was  sure  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  speaking  according  to 
his  information ;  but  it  was  a  remarkable  thing 
that,  when  a  public  meeting  was  held  to  consider 
this  subject,  resolutions  were  passed,  bj  an  unde- 
niable majority,  objecting  to  this  division.  All 
he  could  say,  there^)re,  was  that  if  the' names  of 
fifty  out  of  scTenty  ratepayers  were  obtained  to 
the  petition  they  might  hare  been  obtained  fn  the 
way  in  which  signatures  to  petitions  were  Tery 
often  obtained.  His  honorable  friend  went  on  to 
say  that  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
tlunff  was  not  perfectly  en  r^gle^  tnat  there  was 
any  difficulty  in  the  matter,  or  that  any  error  had 
been  made.  The  honorable  gentleman,  when  he 
said  that,  must  hare  forgotten  a  teleffram  which 
reached  him  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Boad 
Board  on  the  16th  July,  while  he  issued  the 
Proclamation  on  the  28th  July.  That  telegram 
was  to  the  following  efibct : — 

"  16th  July,  1877. 
'*  Hon.  Colonial  Secretary,  Wellington. 

"A  petition  will  be  presented  for  diyision  of 
South  Kakaia  Road  District.  The  Boad  Board 
members  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
proposed  boundaries  are  inexpedient.  Although 
majority  of  members  reside  in  part  proposed  to 
separate,  only  Chairman  has  been  asked  to  sign 
petition.  Counter-petition  will  be  forwarded. 
"C.  N.  Mackie, 
"  On  behalf  of  the  Board." 

He  could  not  understand,  therefore,  how  his 
honorable  friend  could  stand  up  and  say  he 
had  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  there  was 
any  difficulty  in  the  matter.  His  honorable 
friend  had  introduced  the  subject  of  the  bank 
account,  and  had  made  a  statement  which  he 
(Mr.  Hall)  was  bound  to  say  he  could  not  under- 
stand. A^  he  was  informed,  the  great  difficulty 
was  that  there  were  assets  to  the  credit  of  the  old 
Board  which  could  not  be  touched.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  said  they  had  been  dirided — that 
one  share  had  been  paid  to  one  of  the  Boards, 
and  that  the  other  was  still  in  the  Colonial  Trea- 
sury. He  thought  that  his  honorable  friend  must 
be  under  a  mistake.  Since  the  new  Boards  were 
constituted  further  subsidies  had  become  payable, 
and  no  doubt  each  might  hare  receired  a  share  of 
the  new  subsidy.  But  that  a  diyision  could  be 
made  legally  with  regard  to  the  assets  of  the  old 
Board  he  begged  distinctly  to  deny,  and  he  would 

Eroduce  an  authority  on  that  subject  which  his 
onorable  friend  himself  would  not  dispute  was  a 
weighty  one.  He  held  in  his  hand  an  opinion 
giyen  by  the  Solicitor- General  upon  this  yery 
subject,  and  it  was  to  the  following  effect : — 

"I  haye  looked  at  *The  Canterbury  Roads 
Ordinance,  1872,'  and  find  no  power  to  cancel 
Proclamations  seyering  districts.  The  only  way 
in  which  effect  could  be  giyen  to  what  is  desired, 
without  legislating,  is  that  the  district  should  be 
onited  under  section  6 ;  but  the  Boards  of  the 
Son,  Mr.  Mali 


I  respectiye  districts  must  petition  the  Qowtmor, 
I  praying  to  be  created  a  united  district." 
I      lliat  was   what  he  pointed  out  it  was  open 
to  the  Boards  to  do.    But  did  that  get  oyer  the 
I  difficulty  of  the  £12,000  which  was  lying  in  the 
'  bank  P    What  did  the  Solicitor-General  go  on  to 
'  say  ?     He  did  not  say  that  could  be  dinded,  but 
I  he  used  the  following  words:  *'This  course  would, 
,  howerer,  still  leaye  open  the  question  of  appor- 
I  tioning  the  debts  and  assets  of  former  Board, 
as  to  which  the  Ordinance  makes  no  proyision." 
'  Now,  he  thought  his  honorable  friend  would  ad- 
mit that  he  was  misinformed  on  that  subject, 
I  and  that  he  had  got  the  thing  into  a  difficulty 
from  which  nothing  but  legislation  could  extricate 
it,  because  he  had  done  that  which  the  Ordinance 
neyer  contemplated,  and  nerer  gare  him  power  to 
<  do.    What  did  the  Ordinance  gire  power  to  do  ? 
I  It  gaye  power  to  one  part  of  a  district  to  ask  to 
be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  district.    It 
said, — 
I      "  If  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers  of  any  por- 
tion  or  portions  of  any  district  shall  petition 
,  the  Superintendent  that  such  portion  or  portions 
I  shall  be  seyered  from  its  or  their  existing  diairicfe 
I  and  formed  into  a  separate  road  district,  it  shall 
I  be  lawful  for  the  Superintendent  to  refer  such 
'  petition  to  the  Proyincial  Council,  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  may,  by  resolution,  decide  that 
I  such  portion  or  portions  shall  be  seyered  from 
'  its  existing  district  and  constituted  a  separate 
'  district ;     and    thereupon     the    Superintendent 
shall,  by  Proclamation,  declare  that  such  portion 
or  portions  shall  be  seyered  from  such  district, 
I  and  constituted  a  new  district  by  such  name  aa 
he  shaU  see  fit." 

I      That  was  what  might  he  done.    The  part  peti- 
tioning might  be  formed  into  a  new  district,  leay- 
I  ing  the  remainder  to  be  the  old  district.     But 
'  that  was  not  what  his  honorable  friend  did.     He 
I  was  not  content  with  doing  that  which  the  law 
ffaye  him  power  to  do,  but  he  created  the  petitioa- 
;  ing  portion  into  one  district,  and  then  took  upon 
I  himself  to  annihilate  the  rest  of  the  old  distriet 
I  and  make  it  into  a  new  district,  which  he  called 
:  the  Acton  District.    Therefore  the  assets  of  the 
I  old  district,  which,  under  the  law,  should  haye 
been  left  with  the  remaining  portion  of  the  old 
I  district,  were  lying  in  the  bank,  and  nobody  could 
'  touch  them.    That  was  the  mistake  made  by  his 
honorable  friend,  which  could  not  be  sot  out  of, 
as  the  Solicitor-General  told  them,  without  legis- 
lation.   He  trusted,  therefore*  that  when  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  there  would  be  no  opposition 
to  a  clause  which  would  provide  for  that  .pc^nt ; 
otherwise  the  confusion  must  remain.     He  could 
only  say  that  he  hoped  his  honorable  friend  waa 
misinfohned  as  to  any  portion  of  this  sum  having 
been  paid  over  to  the  district,  for,  if  that  had  been 
done,  according  to  the  advice  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  it  had  been  without  the  authority  of  the 
law.    He  apologized  to  the  Council  for  troubling 
it  at  so  much  length.    He  thought  it  only  right 
to  the  parties  interested,  and  to  the  Road  Boairds 
of  the  aistrict,  to  point  out  that  they  had  not  eot 
the  remedy  in  their  own  hands  aa  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  had  suggested ;  that  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  oould  not  be  set  right  without  t£s 
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MBittance  of  the  Legislature ;  and  that  that  was 
the  reason  why  these  small  local  matters  had 
necessarily  to  be  brought  before  the  Legislature, 
and  why  they  were  not  interfering  unnecessarily 
with  local  affairs. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

FOXTON  HAEBOUR  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  did  not  think 
it  would  haye  seen  the  light  during  this  session 
but  for  the  action  of  the  Council  in  endowing 
the  Wanganui  Harbour  and  giving  borrowins 
powers  to  that  locality.  It  appeared  that  a  Bill 
m  relation  to  the  Foxton  Harbour  was  read  in 
the  Council  a  second  time  last  year  and  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  which  recom- 
mended it  to  be  passed  with  certain  amendments, 
and  those  amendments  were  comprised  in  the 
present  Bill.  It  appeared  that  in  endowing  the 
Wanganui  Harbour  25,000  acres  of  land  were 
taken  out  of  the  Manawatu  District,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  Foxton  and  of  the  Manawatu  County 
felt  aggricTcd  that  so  much  of  their  land  should 
be  taken  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Wanganui 
Harbour  Board.  Consequently  they  asked  their 
representative  in  another  place  to  bring  the  case 
before  Parliament,  and  he  introduced  this  Bill, 
which  had  passed  the  other  House.  Of  course 
he  (Mr.  Pharazyn)  laboured  under  a  great  disad- 
yantage  just  now  in  introducing  the  Bill,  inasmuch 
as  he  had  voted  against  an  endowment  for  the 
Timaru  and  Kakanui  Harbours.  He  therefore 
felt  himself  in  a  very  awkward  position.  But  he 
wished  to  state  the  case  foirly,  and  would  leave 
the  Council  to  decide.  If  they  wished  to  be  con- 
sistent, those  honorable  members  who  voted  for 
the  Wanganui  BiU  could  not  refuse  to  vote  for 
this  Bill.  Foxton  was  the  port  of  a  district  of 
considerable  capabilities.  There  were  five  town- 
ships in  the  Manawatu  District,  and  there  were 
fifty  miles  of  railway  leading  to  this  port.  Con- 
siderable trade  was  carried  on  by  steamers  plying 
between  Wellington  and  Foxton  weekly,  and 
there  was  also  a  steamer  plying  between  Foxton 
and  Wanganui.  There  was  a  large  export  of 
timber.  In  fact,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Foxton 
people  that  it  would  outvie  Wanganui  in  a  very 
few  years,  and  that  a  large  trade  would  be  carried 
on  there.  One  recommendation  for  this  Bill  was 
that,  instead  of  asking  for  25,000  acres,  it  mo- 
destly asked  for  an  endowment  of  15,000  acres, 
and,  instead  of  asking  for  borrowing  powers  to  the 
extent  of  £100,000,  as  in  the  case  of  Wanganui, 
it  only  asked  for  power  to  borrow  £20,000.  So, 
in  both  respects,  the  Foxton  people  displayed 
moderation.  Although  they  came  to  the  Council 
for  those  powers,  he  £d  not  think  they  would  use 
them  indiscreetly.  As  the  trade  increased  they 
would  have  this  endowment  to  fall  back  upon. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  immediate  neces- 
sity for  going  into  extensive  works.  He  trusted 
honorable  gentlemen  would  show  their  consist- 
ency by  at  least  allowing  the  Bill  to  go  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
they  would  report  favourably. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB.  did  not  wish  to  pre- 
Tent  the  paning  of  the  Bill,  but  he  would  like 


to  observe  that  there  was  n  proposal  before  the 
Railways  Committee  to  make  a  r^way  to  Foxton 
from  Wellington.  If  that  railway  were  made  it 
would  scarcely  be  necessary  to  spend  money  in 
making  a  harbour  as  well,  as  all  the  produce 
would  probably  be  conveyed  by  rail.  He  thought 
no  harm  would  be  done  by  delaying  the  Bill  until 
the  Committee  reported. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  the  true  justifica- 
tion for  this  BiU  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  Harbour  of  Foxton  was  in  absolute  want  of 
wharf  accommodation,  and  there  were  no  means 
of  supplying  that  want,  because  the  district  was 
a  very  poor  one,  and  it  was  impossible  to  levy  the 
necessary  taxation.  In  his  opinion  money  should 
have  been  provided  for  that  purpose  by  direct 
appropriation,  but,  as  there  was  no  chance  of  that, 
the  Bill  should  be  passed. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  thought  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Grace  had  shown  good  reason  why  the  Bill 
should  pass.  He  would  move.  That  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill  be  postponed  until  the  report  of 
the  Railway  Committee  has  been  brought  down. 
This  Manawatu  River  was  of  considerable  size, 
and  there  was  a  large  trade.  He  did  not  think 
the  railway  would  affect  the  harbour  in  the 
slightest  degree.  The  Council  did  a  very  kind 
thing  last  year :  they  gave  a  large  endowment 
out  of  the  Manawatu  District  to  the  Wanganui 
Harbour  Board ;  and  he  thought  it  only  right  and 
proper  that  they  should  give  the  Foxton  Harbour 
an  endowment  out  of  its  own  land. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  was 
in  favour  of  this  proposal.  Honorable  members 
would  perhaps  remember  the  reasons  he  had 
given  for  opposing  some  of  the  Harbour  Bills 
which  were  brought  forward  for  the  Middle 
Island.  He  had  opposed  the  endowment  of 
some  harbours  there  which  were  to  be  made 
rivals  of  other  harbours,  and  which  would  take 
the  revenue  of  the  railway  along  the  coast.  He 
thon^t  they  were  too  apt  to  forget  that,  in 
the  construction  of  railways  along  the  east 
coast  of  the  Middle  Island,  indeed  from  Am- 
berley  to  Kingston,  the  Middle  Island  was 
much  better  served  than  any  district  in  the 
North  Island,  llie  whole  coast-line  along  the 
seaboard  of  Canterbury,  Otago,  and  Southland 
would  be  very  soon  united  by  a  line  of  railway, 
which  would  give  facilities  for  export  all  along 
that  coast;  whereas,  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
North  Island,  not  only  were  there  great  natural 
diflSculties  in  the  way  of  settlers  taking  possession 
of  their  land  and  shipping  thcir  produce,  but, 
from  the  financial  necessities  of  the  colony,  he 
was  afraid  they  would  not  find  it  to  be  in  their 
power  to  complete  the  line  of  communication 
already  begun  there.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
posal to  make  a  railway  from  Wellington  to 
Foxton,  he  was  afraid  that,  looking  at  the  charac- 
ter of  the  proposal  itself,  they  would  find  the 
difficulties  of  making  that  railway  very  great,  s 
though  he  was  himself  very  strongly  in  favour  of 
that  proposal  being  given  effect  to,  if  effect  was 
to  be  given  to  any  of  the  proposals  before  the 
Committee.  In  the  meantime  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  support  this  proposal  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  Foxton  Harbour. 
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The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  could  not  help 
admiring  the  generositj  dispUjed  bj  honorable 
gentlemen  from  the  South  island,  who.  in  spite 
of  their  own  Harbour  BilU  being  rejected,  showed 
great  unwillinf^ness  to  deal  similarly  with  this 
Sill.  He  confessed  that  the  arguments  brought 
forward  in  its  favour  did  not  weigh  rerj  much 
with  him.  In  order  to  make  out  a  case  it  should 
hare  been  shown,  first  of  all,  that  the  work  was  of 
some  colonial  importance.  It  should  hare  been 
shown,  for  instance,  that  it  was  required  as  a  har- 
bour of  refuge.  Now,  he  understood  that  there 
was  a  harbour  of  refuge  not  far  from  it.  Then, 
they  had  taken  the  step  of  endowing  the  Wanga- 
Dui  Harbour  out  of  Manawatu  lands.  He  was 
afraid  it  was  that  step,  and  not  the  necessity  or 
desirability  of  endowing  the  Harbour  Board  of 
Foxton,  that  was  the  real  origin  of  this  proposal. 
It  would  be  a  very  great  pity  if  they  suffered 
themselTes  to  be  carried  away  by  arguments  of 
that  description,  because  that  was  an  argument 
which  would  never  come  to  an  end  uqtil  the  pub- 
lic purse  was  entirely  empty.  It  should  haye 
shown  that  there  was  a  large  district  to  be  opened 
up  by  those  harbour  works.  He  had  not  heard 
anTtning  about  large  produce,  about  a  very  valu- 
able district,  or  about  the  convenience  of  a  large 
population  being  served  by  the  proposed  mea- 
sure. Then,  as  regarded  the  measure  itself,  it  was 
true  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  told  them  that  wharf 
accommodation  was  needed  ;  but  it  could  not  be 
contended  that  those  large  powers  were  required 
for  the  purpose  of  making  wharves.  From  a 
colonial  point  of  view,  he  thought  the  fact  of  their 
having  endowed  Wanganui  was  an  argument 
against  this  proposal,  because  Wanganui  would 
be  the  best  port  of  shipment  for  that  part  of  the 
country.  There  was  another  thing  to  be  con- 
sidered. This  district  had  not  a  great  deal  of 
land  at  all,  and  was  it  quite  fair  to  take  so  large 
an  amount  of  land  from  the  district,  when  the 
whole  colony  was  going  to  live  upon  the  ^neral 
land  revenue  ?  In  proportion,  this  proposed  en- 
dowment would  represent  a  great  many  hundred 
thousand  acres  in  some  other  districts.  As  a 
North  Island  man,  he  felt  that  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  land  revenue  they  would  be  so  much 
the  gainers  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  very 
small  affiur  to  sacrifice  any  portion  that  could 
be  saved  of  the  North  Island  land  revenue.  He 
would  vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
As  far  as  he  was  aware,  the  Government  had  noi 
had  an  opportunity  of  considering  this  Bill,  and 
his  action  on  this  occasion  was  prompted  by  his 
personal  view  of  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  was  sorry  he 
was  not  able  to  support  this  Bill,  and  opposed 
it  on  the  same  grounds  as  were  urged  against 
similar  Bills.  He  beUcTed  the  general  feeling 
of  the  Council  was  that  they  objected  to  sacrifice 
the  land  revenue  of  the  country.  He  failed  to 
see  the  necessity  for  spending  much  money  upon 
this  harbour.  It  was  surrounded  by  other  har- 
bours of  a  good  class,  and  there  could  be  no 
necessity  at  the  present  time  for  the  expenditure 
of  a  large  amount  of  colonial  revenue  at  Foxton. 
Besides,  as  had  been  stated,  Foxton,  in  a  short 
time,  would  probably  bo  connected  with  Wanga- 
Son.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell 


nui  and  Wellington  by  rail.  The  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  not  told 
them  the  yalue  of  the  land  with  which  it  was 
proposed  to  endow  this  harbour.  It  mieht  be 
worth  5s.  or  £o  an  acre.  He  did  not  think  that 
this  Bill  should  be  made  an  exception  to  the 
rule  the  Council  had  adopted,  and  thought  that  it 
should  be  rejected. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said  that  honorable 
gentlemen  would  doubtless  remember  that,  three 
or  four  years  ago,  when  the  provinces  wanted 
borrowing  powers,  the  Council  unanimously  pre* 
vented  it.  Now  they  were  oontinuaUy  oreatiog 
little  borrowing  machines,  and  he  thought  it  was 
about  time  they  should  put  a  stop  to  it.  They 
would  have  paper  floating  all  over  the  woiid, 
which  would  create  a  yery  bad  impression  oi 
New  Zealand.  People  at  Home  would  not  be 
able  to  discriminate  between  a  little  Manawata 
borrowing  Bill  and  a  colonial  borrowing  BilL 
He  did  not  think  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
moved  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  made  out 
a  good  case.  He  would  move.  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  wished  to  make  a  , 
few  observations  in  reply  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller's 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  railway.  A  friend  of 
his,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  who 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  Feilding  Settlement, 
told  him  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  might  see  a 
railway  to  Foxton  in  eight  years*  time.  Of  courat 
if  they  had  a  railway  they  oould  do  without  tha 
harbour,  but  eight  years  was  a  long  time  to  wait, 
and  some  outlay  was  required  on  the  port. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  b« 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

SOUTHLAND  BOYS*  AND  GIRLS*  HIGH 

SCHOOL  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was 
to  establish  schools  on  a  basis  similar  to  that  of  the 
Otago  Boys'  and  Girls*  High  Schools  Act  recently 
passed.  He  thought  the  proposal  contained  in 
this  Bill  was  one  that  would  commend  itself  to 
those  who  desired  to  help  the  cause  of  secondary 
education.  The  population  of  the  Education 
District  of  Southland  was  growing  every  day :  it 
was  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  valuable  parts  of 
the  whole  country  ;  and  there  was  no  doubt  that 
some  provision  of  this  kind  would  have  to  be  made 
for  education  there.  He  would  ask  the  Council  to 
agree  to  an  amendment  of  the  present  proposal  in 
two  important  particulars.  The  Bill  was  founded 
on  the  expectation  that  a  school  would  be  esta- 
blished, but  the  school  was  not  established  yet. 
He  therefore  proposed  to  alter  that  part  of  the 
Bill  so  as  to  provide  that,  if  no  efficient  steps 
were  taken  for  the  establishment  oif  the  school 
contemplated  within  a  period  of  three  years,  the 
endowment  proposed  to  be  granted  should  cease. 
The  second  proposal  he  would  ask  the  Council  to 
agree  to,  would  be  that  the  Education  Board 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  selecting  the  nte 
for  a  school  building,  in  the  same  way  as  was  pro- 
vided in  the  Otago  Boys*  and  Girls*  High  Schools 
Act  for  the  school  in  operation  in  Dunedin.  He 
would  be  satisfied  that  reserves  should  be  g;rant6d 
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to  an  extent  that  would  jield  an  annual  rental  | 
of  £500,  and  upon  that  point  he  should  be  glad  ' 
to  hear  the  advice  of  other  honorable  members 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  subject.     With  those 
few  remarks  he  would  content  himself  by  moving, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  did  not  object 
to  the  Bill,  but  when  in  Committee  he  hoped 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  would  make  it  clear 
whether,  after  making  the  endowment  proposed, 
there  would  be  anything  left  at  all  for  secondary 
education  in  that  district.  He  was  inclined  to 
think  that  there  was  a  want  of  precision  on  that 
point  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  remarks,  and 
it  was  rather  an  important  part  of  the  scheme. 
However,  that  was  rather  a  Committee  objection, 
and  he  should  not  oppose  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  He  hoped  they  would  hear  from  the  honor- 
able gentleman  something  that  would  convince 
him  that,  first  of  all,  the  endowment  would  suffice 
for  the  purpose,  and  that  it  would  not  absorb  all 
the  endowments  for  education  in  that  part  of  the 
country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  took  the  same  objec- 
tion to  this  Bill  as  he  took  to  the  Otago  Boys' 
and  Qirls'  High  Schools  Bill  a  few  days  ago.  The 
Council  was  well  aware  that  on  different  occa- 
sions he  hod  opposed  proposals  to  admit  of  that 
selection  being  made  from  the  educational  re- 
serves which  were  set  aside  for  secondary  schools. 
He  fancied  that  he  had  the  sympathy  of  honor- 
able gentlemen,  but,  on  a  division,  he  was  in  a 
hopeless  minority.  Having  decided  the  principle 
in  that  case,  the  Council  would,  no  doubt,  adhere 
to  it  in  this  instance.  With  reference  t^  the 
general  question  as  to  the  desirability  of  having 
any  sum  set  aside,  he  held  the  same  opinion  as 
decidedly  in  favour  of  this  proposal  as  he  did  in 
favour  of  the  proposal  for  Otago.  He  conceived 
that  an  adequate  sum  should  be  set  aside  :  it  was 
simply  the  mode  of  doing  it,  and  the  proportion, 
to  which  he  objected.  He  considered  that  it  was 
oe  desirable  to  set  aside  a  considerable*  amount,  a 
sufficient  amount,  in  fact,  for  a  high  school  in 
Southland,  as  it  was  to  set  aside  an  adequate  sum 
for  a  high  school  in  Otago.  He  said  so  without 
hesitation.  There  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  any  one  who  was  familiar  vrith  the  district  and 
acquainted  with  its  capacity  that  it  would  be  an 
exceedingly  populous  district  before  the  present 
veneration  had  passed  away.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  necessity  for  having  a  good  school 
established — a  school  of  such  a  character  as  would 
be  established  under  this  Act,  and  established  with 
ample  endowments.  He  thought  that  was  un- 
deniable. Therefore  he  should  take  no  further 
exception  to  the  Bill  beyond  repeating  the  objec- 
tion which  he  had  made  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  the  mode  in  which  the  selection  was  made 
did  not  meet  with  his  concurrence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  onlv  desired  to 
say  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  provision  that  was  made  for  these  schools. 
One-fourth  of  the  educational  endowments  was 
set  aside.  They  did  not  seem  to  think  that  that 
was  sufficient,  and  they  must  now  have  a  speciflc 
endowment.  He  did  not  think  these  high  schools 
should  be  confined  to  one  particular  part  of  the 


country,  and  if  those  special  endowments  were 
taken  over  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  would 
not  be  much  left  for  other  schools.  He  thought 
that  the  one-fourth  of  the  endowments  given  by 
the  Council  would  be  ample  for  the  endowment 
of  these  schools. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  did  not  see  the 
necessity  for  this  Bill.  There  was  some  reason 
for  passing  the  Otago  Boys'  and  Girls'  High 
Schools  Bui,  as  the  endowment  was  for  schools 
already  in  existence.  In  the  present  case  the 
school  did  not  exist,  and  was  not  expected  to 
exist  for  a  considerable  time.  They  had  already 
decided  upon  a  plan  that  a  certain  portion  of  the 
educational  reserves  should  be  given  as  endow- 
ments to  high  schools  and  secon&ry  schools,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  passing 
this  Bill  at  all.  He  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be 
passed.  He  did  not  like  .to  press  his  objection, 
but  he  thought  they  should  read  this  Bill  a 
second  time  next  year.  They  had  already  said 
that  the  Otago  High  School  was  to  have  £1,250  a 
year,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  pointed  out  that 
that  was  a  very  large  portion  indeed  of  the  in- 
come ;  and  if  they  passed  this  Bill  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  given  would  be  much  more  than 
the  income.  He  did  not  see  his  way  clear  to 
support  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  wished  to  explain 
the  position  of  the  matter,  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  seemed  to  misunderstand.  There 
were  two  educational  districts  established  within 
the  Provincial  District  of  Otago :  the  one  was 
the  Otago  Education  District,  and  the  other  was 
the  Southland  Education  District.  The  Otago 
Boys*  and  Oirls'  High  Schools  Bill  provided  for 
the  establishment  of  a  high  school,  and  that  a 
fourth  part  of  the  reserves  should  be  set  apart 
for  education  within  that  educational  district. 
This  Bill  provided  for  a  high  school  within  the 
Southland  District  by  setting  apart  one-fourth 
part  of  the  education  reserves  as  an  endowment 
for  the  purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  said  that,  if 
he  understood  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
aright,  he  offered  no  objection  to  the  principle  of 
this  Bill.  He  should  like  to  know  if  tne  Govern- 
ment would  be  prepared  to  support  any  other 
Bill  that  might  come  before  the  Council  for  the 
same  purpose,  because,  if  one  or  two  parts  of  the 
colony  were  to  be  favoured  in  this  way,  he  ^d 
not  see  why  other  places  should  not  be  equally 
favoured.  They  would,  no  doubt,  see  honorable 
members  from  Hawke's  Bay,  Nelson,  Wellington, 
and  other  provincial  districts  asking  for  similar  en- 
dowments for  a  like  purpose.  There  would  be  no 
end  of  these  Bills,  and  the  consequence  would  be 
that  all  the  endowments  would  bo  frittered  away. 
He  should  certainly  oppose  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  that  this  Bill  did 
not  propose  to  give  to  Southland  any  more  re- 
serves than  it  had  got  for  secondary  education 
purposes  ;  it  only  provided  that  a  certain  portion 
of  those  reserves  sliould  be  set  apart  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose — namely,  the  Boys*  and  Girls* 
High  School.  It  was  true  that  the  Bill  did  not 
exactly  say  so.     It  said, — 

*'It   shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners 
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appointed  under  the  School  ReserroB  Act  passed 
or  to  be  passed  in  the  present  session  of  Parlia- 
menti  or  by  two  Commissioners  appointed  for 
that  purpose  bj  I  he  Governor,  to  select,  out  of  the 
reserres  for  education  in  the  Educational  Dis- 
trict of  Southland,  such  reserves  as  will  give  an 
annual  revenue  at  present  of  £600." 

It  did  not  saj  out  of  reserves  set  apart  for  ihe 
purpose  of  secondary  education  in  the  Educa- 
tion District  of  Southland;  and  an  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  clause  to  make  that  clear. 
The  honorable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  seemed 
to  imagine  that  they  were  being  hiked  to  give 
something  more  to  the  Education  District  of 
Southland  than  had  already  been  given.  If  that 
were  tlie  case  he  should  not  look  on  the  Bill 
so  favourably  as  he  did.  The  object  of  this 
Bill  was  simply  to  constitute  a  local  machinery 
for  carrying  out  a  very  important  object,  and  to 
give  to  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  machinery 
a  part  of  the  funds  which  had  already  been  set 
apart  for  that  object.  They  knew  very  well  that, 
alter  the  local  body  was  organized,  they  would 
go  to  work  with  much  more  heart  when  they 
knew  that  they  were  likely  to  have  sufficient 
means  at  their  disposal  to  carry  out  the  object  in 
view.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  a  desirable  one, 
and,  with  the  slight  amendment  to  which  he  had 
drawn  uttenlion,  he  should  be  glad  to  support  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  thought  the  last  clause 
should  be  altered,  as  it  was  perfectly  absurd  to 
set  aside  lands  which  at  present  afforded  a  rental 
of  £600  per  annum,  when  an  income  out  of  the 
rental  of  £600  per  annum  would  be  adequate 
for  the  support  of  such  an  institution.  That  reser- 
vation was  out  of  proportion  to  the  revenue  that 
would  be  derived  from  the  endowment.  It  was 
assuming  that  the  property  would  remain  at  its 
present  annual  ralue  instead  of  assuming  it  to 
be  a  prospective  rental  which  in  a  few  years 
would  be  ten  times  that  amount. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  thought  that 
the  many  discussions  which  had  taken  place 
upon  the  Otago  Boys'  and  Girls*  High  Schools 
Bill  would  have  removed  any  doubt  in  the  minds 
of  honorable  members  as  to  the  principle  on  which 
such  reserves  were  to  be  made ;  otherwise  he 
should  have  troubled  the  Council  with  a  much 
longer  explanation  than  he  had  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  make.  As  had  been  clearly  pointed  out 
by  the  honorable  member  opposite  (Mr.  Menzies), 
there  were  two  education  districts  in  the  Pro- 
Tincial  District  of  Otago :  one  was  the  Educa- 
tion District  of  Otago,  and  the  other  was  the 
Education  District  of  Southland.  There  was  no 
attempt  at  all  made  by  this  Bill  to  gain  an  ad- 
vantage for  the  Education  District  of  Southland 
which  it  did  not  already  possess  by  the  separa- 
tion of  the  two  districts.  Honorable  gentle- 
men must  bear  in  mind  that  the  object  of 
these  two  Bills  was  to  do  something  entirely 
new.  It  had  not  been  thought,  at  the  time  when 
the  proposal  to  separate  the  education  reserves 
and  grant  one-fourth  for  secondary  education 
was  under  consideration,  that  a  plan  would 
have  arisen  for  establishing  an  entirely  separate 
governing  Board  for  the  two  high  schools:  one 
of  these  was  already  established,  and  the  other, 
Son,  Mr.  Hall 


it  was  hoped,  would  soon  be  established  too. 
He  would  ask  if  the  Board  of  Governors  of  tbe 
Southland  High  School  could  be  expected  to 
undertake  all  the  trouble  and  labour  that  would 
be  required  to  be  taken  by  those  engaged  in 
establishing  such  a  school,  unless  there  was  some 
specific  provision  to  insure  some  real  r^ult  from 
their  labour.  It  would  be  quite  useless  to  at- 
tempt to  set  up  these  separate  organizations  in 
the  two  districts  unless  they  had  allocated  to 
them  sufficient  endowments  to  maintain  the 
schools  in  efficiency.  With  regard  to  the  obser- 
vation made  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  that 
the  proposed  endowment  to  be  granted  under 
this  Bill  would  absorb  the  whole  of  the  ednoation 
reserves  in  the  district,  it  was  for  the  CoancQ 
to  consider  whether  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  not 
of  such  importance  as  to  justify  the  allocation  of 
even  the  whole  of  the  education  reserves  to  it,  as 
there  were  no  other  funds  immediately  avmilable. 
He  would  ask  the  Council  to  consider  whether 
they  could  hope  to  have  any  secondary  education 
at  all  in  the  District  of  Southland  if  they  did  not 
accede  to  such  a  proposal  as  was  contained  in 
this  Bill.  Was  not  the  importance  of  the  object 
sought  to  be  attained  sufficient  to  justify  the 
allocation  of  even  the  whole  of  the  money  aToil- 
able  from  the  reserves?  How  could  they  deal 
better  with  the  money  available,  than  by  tbe 
carrying  out  of  such  an  organization  as  that  now 
proposed  ?  They  could  not  expect  persons  to  de- 
vote themselres  to  an  object  of  this  kind  if  they 
could  not  depend  upon  something  in  the  shape  of 
a  permanent  income.  He  hoped  these  reoiarks 
would  meet  the  objection  raised  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Peacock  ;  and  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  see  that  there  was  no  injustice  in  the  pro- 
posal, even  if  it  absorbed  the  whole  amount  for 
secondary  education  in  the  Education  Distrki 
of  Southland.  But  he  hoped  the  income  from 
the  endowments  would  increase,  so  as  to  realize 
a  sufficient  sum  to  endow  a  high  school  at  River- 
ton  or  any  other  parts  of  Southland.  The  ob- 
jection taken  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  to  the  terms 
of  the  last  clause  could  be  easily  met,  by  osiog 
the  same  words  as  vrere  contained  in  the  Otago 
Bovs'  and  Girls'  High  School  Bill  idready  passed, 
and  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  use  of  a 
similar  phrase  in  this  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The   Council   adjourned   at   half-past  deren 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  27ih  November,  1877. 


First  Reading— Second  Beading— Third  Resding— Privi- 
lege—Thames  Volunteers  —  Aided  Schools  —  Prias 
Firing— Thames  Mines  Inspector— Rev.  T.  Grace — 
BaUway  Materials— B.  W.  Meadows -Wairoa  Mail 
Senrice— Napier  Hospital— Waitoa  Land— CiTil  list 
Bill— Greenwood  Pension  Bill— Public  Works  Bill— 
Land  Bill— Native  Affairs. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
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FIKST  READINa. 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill. 

SECOND  READINa. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

THIRD  READINa 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

PRIVILEaE- 

Mr.  KELLY.— Sir,  I  haye  been  requested  by 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  to  obtain  your 
ruling  upon  a  question  raised  before  the  Com* 
mittee  as  to  the  bearing  of  Standing  Order  384 
upon  the  following  case.  The  Standing  Order  is 
as  follows : — 

"  It  is  contrarj  to  the  usage  and  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  this  House  tnat  any  of  its  mem- 
bers should  bring  forward,  promote,  or  adyocate 
in  this  House  any  proceeding  or  measure  in  which 
he  may  hare  acted  or  been  concemedi  for  or  in 
conMderation  of  any  pecuniary  fee  or  reward." 

The  case  to  which  the  circumstances  relate  is 
this :  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  House 
from  Messra.  Holmes  and  Co.,  who  were  rail- 
way contractors  under  the  Proyincial  Govern- 
ment of  Canterbury,  and  who  made  a  considerable 
claim  for  extras,  which  had  been  pressed  from 
time  to  time  upon  the  Provincial  Government, 
and  ultimately  formed  the  subject  of  an  action 
in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Travers)  presented 
the  petition  to  the  House,  and  he  was  sum- 
moned by  the  Committee  to  give  evidence  be- 
fore it.  I  may  remark,  in  fairness  to  Mr.  Travers, 
that  he  frankly  stated  before  the  Committee  in 
what  capacity  he  appeared.  He  stated  that  he 
had  now  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  trans- 
action in  a  professional  capacity.  He  said  he 
merely  presented  the  petition  to  the  House,  and 
that  he  appeared  before  the  Committee  in  answer 
to  a  summons.  He  then  simply  stated  the  facts 
of  the  case.  During  the  inquiry  it  appeared  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  acted  for  the  peti- 
tioners as  solicitor,  and,  of  course,  had  obtained 
the  usual  remuneration.  My  attention,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  was  drawn  to  this  fact, 
and  I  was  asked  to  give  a  decision  as  to  whether 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City,  under 
the  circumstances,  came  under  this  Standing 
Order.  My  own  opinion  was,  (hat  the  honorable 
ffentloman  had  not  come  under  the  Standing 
Order,  but  I  was  requested  by  the  Committee  to 
ask  for  your  ruling  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  obliged  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  for  having  ''rawn  my  attention  to 
the  question.  After- oonsidr.  In:;  it,  it  seems  to 
me  that  Standing  Order  384  does  apply  to  this 
case.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Travers  did  present 
a  petition,  while  the  rule  says, — 

"  It  is  contrary  to  the  usage  and  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  this  House  that  any  of  its  members 
should  bring  forward,  promote,  or  adrocate  in  this 
House  any  proceeding  or  measure  in  which  he 
may  hare  acted  or  been  concerned,  for  or  in  con- 
sideration of  any  pecuniary  fee  or  reward." 

The  question  is.  Is  a  petition  a  "  proceeding  "  ? 
If  an  honorable  member  presents  a  petition,  can 

VOL.  xxvn.— «• 


he  be  said  to  have  initiated  a  proceeding  in  Par- 
liament? I  cannot  but  think  that  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  petition  is  a  proceeding.  If  it  be,  there- 
fore, the  fact  that  Mr.  Travers  was  employed 
professionally  by  the  petitioners  at  some  former 
time,  and  now  brings  forward  a  petition  in  re- 
ference to  the  same  case,  I  think  he  is  acting 
contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  Standing  Order.  At 
the  same  time,  I  must  say  there  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  any  advocacy  in  this  House.  I  may 
say  it  is  very  desirable  that  those  members  who 
are  engaged  professionally  for  petitioners  should 
not  themsehes  present  petitions. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Chairman  of  the  Pub- 
lic Petitions  Committee  has  forgotten  to  mention 
that  Mr.  Travers  was  engaged  in  1872 — five  years 
ago — to  act  for  the  petitioners.  He  had  not  been 
engaged  lately  in  the  ca^e :  in  fact,  he  had  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  since  1872. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  was  going  to  raise  that 
point.  Does  it  matter  how  long  a  time  has 
elapsed  since  the  honorable  member  may  have 
been  interested  in  this  matter  before  he  pre- 
sented the  petition  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  can  only  toke  the  Stand- 
ing Order  as  it  appears.  The  Standing  Order 
does  not  say  that  an  honorable  member  must 
have  acted  within  a  specified  time.  It  merely 
says,  "  he  may  have  acted."  There  is  no  restrio- 
Tton,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  as  to  time.  I  will  take 
this  opportunity  of  obsernng  that  I  think  there 
is  a  want  of  care  displayed  in  the  drafting  of 
these  rules.  The  consequence  is,  that  when  you 
come  to  apply  them  strictly  they  require  a  great 
deal  of  consideration,  and  are  very  troublesome. 
In  my  opinion,  this  Standing  Order  does  preclude 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  from 
acting  as  he  has  done. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  the  ofi*ence  created  by  the 
Standing  Order  was  that  of  taking  fees  for  '*  for- 
warding or  promoting  any  proceeding  in  the 
House."  It  aid  not  appear  to  him  that  that  ap- 
pUed  to  Mr.  Travers's  case,  who  had  merely  been 
counsel  in  a  case  in  the  Supreme  Court  five  or 
six  years  ago,  which  was  then  decided  and  put  an 
end  to.  His  now  presenting  a  petition  for  the 
former  plaintiff  in  that  case  could  not  connect 
his  reception  of  fees  in  the  Supreme  Court  with 
the  "proceeding"  of  presenting  the  petition.  He 
respectfully  submitted  that  Mr.  Speaker  should 
reconsider  his  ruling. 

Mr.  BRANDON.— I  think  the  rule  can  only 
refer  to  the  identical  matter  brought  into  the 
House. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— Sir,  I  hope  the  House  will 
permit  me  to  state  the  facts  of  this  case.  Many 
years  ago  I  was  concerned  for  Messrs.  Holmef 
and  Co.  in  a  law-suit  which  they  brought  against 
the  Provincial  Gk>yemment  of  Canterbury;  but 
the  whole  matter,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
dropped  tiie  or  six  years  ago.  A  short  time  ago 
the  nonorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Richardson)  asked  me  in  my  place  in  this  House 
to  present  a  petition  which,  I  understood,  had 
some  connection  with  the  matter  to  which  I  have 
referred.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  present  the 
petition,  for  I  consider  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
any  member  of  this  House  to  take  charge  of  a 
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petition  wben  he  is  requested  to  do  so  by  one 
of  the  public.  I  did  not  conoeiTO  that  in  so 
doing  I  was  in  the  slightest  degree  promoting 
or  adrocating  anj  proceeding  in  the  House.  J 
considered  I  was  simplj  bringing  a  petition 
before  the  House  as  anj  other  honorable  mem- 
ber would  hsTe  done.  I  did  not  intend  to  take 
anj  further  aotion  in  the  matter.  Howerer,  a 
summons  was  sent  to  me  lo  attend  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  and  gire  evidence  in  re- 
lation to  the  cace,  and  in  doing  so  I  had  to 
produce  some  original  papers  connected  with  the 
case,  which  belonged  to  the  petitioners.  As  I 
read  the  Standing  Order,  it  is  meant  to  prerent 
members  of  the  House  from  bringing  forward 
or  promoting  in  the  House  measures  for  which 
they  hare  received  pecuniary  fee  or  reward.  I 
have  received  no  fee  or  reward  in  connection 
with  this  petition.  I  apprehend  it  is  the  receiving 
of  a  fee  or  reward  in  connection  with  a  petition 
which  constitutes  an  offence  against  this  House. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I 
undertook  to  present  the  petition  without  any 
pecuniary  consideration  whatever.  I  was  con- 
oemed  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Co. 
some  years  ago,  when  I  was  not  a  member  of 
this  House ;  and,  if  I  had  known  that  my  action 
in  presenting  the  petition  would  have  affected  my 
present  position  in  any  way,  I  should  have  re- 
quested the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  to  get  some  other  honorable  member  to 
present  it.  I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that  in 
presenting  the  petition  I  yras  guilty  of  any  infrac- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  the  House.  I  have 
read  the  Standing  Order,  and,  with  all  due  de- 
ference to  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  think  the  essence 
of  the  rule  is  that,  before  any  person  oan  be 
charged  with  an  infraction  oi  it,  he  must  be 
proved  to  have  received  some  pecuniary  fee  or 
reward  for  introducing,  promoting,  or  advocating 
the  measure  in  the  House.  If  that  is  not  the 
meaning  of  the  rule,  it  is  merely  a  trap.  If  I  have 
eommitted  a  breach  of  the  prinleges  of  the  House 
by  presenting  the  petition,  I  can  only  apologize 
to  toe  Hoose  for  so  doing.  I  think  1^.  Kichard- 
son  was  influenced  in  asking  me  to  present  the 

rtition  simply  by  the  fact  that  he  thought  that 
should  have  been  able  to  state  shortly  to  the 
House  the  nature  of  the  claim  that  was  made. 
I  trust,  if  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House,  that  honorable  members 
will  understand  that  it  was  done  inadvertently 
on  my  part. 

Mr.  BEES.— Of  course  nobody  will  think  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  who 
has  just  sat  down  acted  otherwise  than  inadver- 
tently ;  but  at  the  same  time,  Sir,  I  think  your 
reading  of  the  rule  is  correct.  I  must  confess, 
however,  that  if  the  rule  is  taken  strictly  it  is  a 
trap.  The  rule  is  full  of  bad  English,  bad  com- 
position, and  bad  grammar,  and  taken  strictly  it 
IB  simply  a  trap  which  people  may  tumble  into 
without  knowing  it.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  have  it  so  altered  tha£  members  of  the 
House  might  know  distinctly  what  it  meant. 
However,  as  the  thing  now  stands,  I  think  your 
ruling  is  quite  correct. 

Mr.  DIGNAN.— I  wish  to  know  what  effect 
2£r,  Tracer* 


your  decision  will  have  upon  the  proceedings  be- 
fore the  Committee.  I  may  say  that  I  differed 
from  some  members  of  the  Committee  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  Standing  Order.  In  the  action  I 
thought  it  right  to  lake  in  the  matter  I  had  no 
desire  to  cast  any  reflection  upon  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  presented  the  petition,  or  upon 
the  petitioners.  I  acted  strictly  in  aooordaooe 
with  what  I  conceived  to  be  my  duty,  seeing  the 
way  in  which  other  legal  gentlemen  had  oeen 
dealt  with  by  this  House  in  reference  to  matters 
somewhat  similar  to  this.  I  believe  I  read  tiia 
Standing  Order  correctly.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Petitions  Committee  did  not  agree  with  me,  aod 
I  requested  him  to  bring  the  question  before  the 
House  in  order  to  obtain  your  ruHng.  I  hope  it 
will  be  the  means  of  preventing  legal  gentlemen 
in  this  House  from  taking  part  in  matters  in 
which  they  may  have  been  at  any  time  pe^ 
eonally  interested. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— With  reference  to  the  point 
just  raised,  as  to  the  effect  which  this  would  have 
upon  the  investigation  of  the  Committee,  I  eon- 
ceire  that  it  will  not  in  any  way  affect  that  inves- 
tigation. I  am  sure  the  House  will  not  for  s 
moment  suppose  that  the  infringement  of  this 
rule,  if  it  be  so,  was  at  all  intentional,  or  that  it 
in  any  respect  reflects  upon  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. At  tlie  same  time  I  cannot  but  express  mj 
opinion  that  the  proceeding  was  unwise,  and  I 
cannot  interpret  the  rule  otherwise  than  I  have 
done.  Let  me  illustrate  it,  and  bring  it  nearer 
home:  Supposing  that  A  B  was  last  week  en- 
gaged professionally  for  any  one  in  reference,  nji 
to  any  contract  or  work  done  for  the  Qovon- 
ment  vrith  regard  to  which  claims  had  been 
brought  forwsu^  and  not  successfully  urged. 
We  will  say  that  the  Gbvemment  of  the  day  did 
not  see  its  way  to  meet  those  claims,  and  that,  a 
week  afterwards,  A  B,  being  a  member  of  U» 
House,  presents  to  this  House  a  petition  in  re- 
spect to  the  subject-matter  about  which  he  had 
been  contending  unsuccessfully — that  he  presents 
a  petition  appealing  to  this  House.  True,  it 
might  be  the  mere  presentation  of  the  petition— 
there  might  be  no  urging  of  the  matter — ^yet  wonld 
the  House  not  conceive  that  to  be  the  bringing 
forward  of  a  "  proceeding"  in  the  House  in  wmoh 
the  member  had  been  interested  ?  The  wording 
of  the  rule  places  no  limit  on  the  time,  and  I 
cannot  see  how  I  can  do  otherwise  than  place  tbe 
interpretation  I  have  put  upon  it — nsnciely,  thtt 
there  has  been  an  unintentional  infringement  of 
the  rule,  which,  I  may  say,  is  loosely  worded,  and 
is  more  to  blame  than  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  RICHMOND.— Will  the  proceedings  on 
the  petition  have  to  be  commencea  de  novo  / 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  suppose  the  Home 
intends  to  take  any  notice  of  this  matter,  exeept 
in  so  far  as  it  may  be  desirable  to  amend  toe 
rule.  It  does  not  affect  the  proceedings  before 
the  Committee. 

THAMES  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  TOLB  asked  the  Government,  If  they 

will  lay  before  this  House  the  report  of  the 

Commission  recently  held  at  the  Thames  to  in* 

quire  into  the  case  of  the  suspension  of  Yolua* 
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teen  Gk>rdon,  Mean,  and  othen  from  the  Bifle 
Corps  in  the  ahoTe  district?  Certain  charges 
were  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  these  Yolun- 
teen  against  their  commanding  officer.  An  in- 
quiry had  been  instituted,  and  he  hfid  reoeired  a 
telegram  on  the  subject,  which  he  had  forwarded 
to  the  Defence  Minister.  It  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  result  of  the  Commission  was  that  the  charges 
had  not  been  in  the  slightest  degree  substantiated. 
He  should  like  to  know  what  was  the  report  of 
the  Commission,  and  whether  the  Gbvernment 
intended  to  reinstate  these  Yolunteen,  or  what 
course  they  intended  to  punue  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  could  only  say,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  the  Commission  of  inquiry  had  finished 
its  laboun,  and  tliat  the  report  and  eyidence  were 
on  their  way  to  Wellington.  When  received  they 
would  be  laid  on  the  table,  but  he  could  not  say 
what  ooune  the  Government  would  adopt  in  the 
matter. 

AIDED  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  he  will  place  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
•  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  continue  those  pub*' 
lio  schools,  established  in  various  parts  of  the 
colony  in  conformity  with  provincial  law,  known 
as  aided  schools,  and  hitherto  receiving  aid  from 
their  respective  Provincial  Qovemments?  He 
had  placed  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
before  the  Native  Minister  had  given  him  an 
answer  the  other  night.    He  hoped  he  would  also 

e've  him  a  favourable  reply  on  this  occasion.  He 
kd  only  to  say  that  in  the  Westland  Ordinance 
of  1874  there  was  a  provision  which  enabled  any 
fifty  householden  requiring  a  school  to  peti- 
tion the  Board  for  the  establishment  of  such  a 
school.  Under  this  regulation,  there  had  been 
a  school  established  at  Grey  mouth,  and  another 
at  Hokitika  ;  and  he  believed  there  were  sevenl 
schools  established  in  the  Province  of  Nelson 
under  a  similar  provision.  He  was  aware  that 
in  regard  to  these  schools  established  in  West- 
land  considerable  obligations  had  been  incurred 
in  providing  an  educational  staff;  and  to  sud- 
denly cut  them  off  from  aid  would  be  a  consider- 
able hardship  upon  the  management.  He  trusted 
the  Government  would  be  induced  to  make  some 
provision  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  in  aid 
of  these  public  schools. 

Mr.  SHE  EH  AN  replied  that.  Parliament  hav- 
ing affirmed  the  principle  of  secular  education,  he 
might  say  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
Tomment  to  make  any  provision  for  non-secular 
•ohools.  So  far  as  the  remainder  of  the  present 
financial  year  was  concerned,  the  Government 
would  place  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  a 
•am  equal  to  that  which  these  schools  would 
have  received  if  the  present  Education  Bill  had 
not  been  passed ;  but|  after  that,  all  aid  would 
cease,  and  the  education  of  the  colony  would 
only  be  controlled  by  the  new  law. 

PRIZE-FIRING. 
Mr.  BRANDON  asked  the  Minister  for  De- 
fence, If  the  Government  do  not  intend  to  place 
on  the  Estimates  a  sum  for  prize-firing?  He 
much  regretted  to  see  that  no  provision  was  made 
in  tiie  Sstimates  of  the  late  Government  for  prise- 


firing,  as  that  was  a  matter  in  which  the  Volun- 
teers took  a  great  interest ;  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  present  Government  would  make 
provision  for  it. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  present  Government  to  contribute  to 
general  prize-firing.  It  was  still  under  considera- 
tion whether  a  small  sum  should  not  be  appro- 
priated for  local  prize- firing;  but  the  general 
match-meetings,  which  had  taken  place  annually 
for  the  last  four  or  five  yean,  were  for  the  present 
abolished.  Tliey  might  be  renewed  when  the 
colony  had  a  more  overflowing  exchequer. 

THAMES  MINES  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  ROWB  asked  the  Premier,  If  Captain 
Goldsmith,  the  late  Inspector  of  Mines  at  the 
Thames,  has  been  promised  that  he  shall  be  re- 
instated in  that  office  ;  and,  if  so,  the  reason  for 
such  promise  being  given  ?  He  was  induced  to 
ask  this  question  in  consequence  of  having  re- 
ceived communications  from  the  Thames  on  the 
subject.  As  previously  stated,  the  people  there 
were  exceedingly  anxious  to  do  away  with  everv 
possible  expense  connected  with  the  Warden's 
Department.  The  late  Attorney-General  came 
to  the  Thames  and  consulted  on  the  subject  with 
the  Borough  Council,  the  County  Council,  the 
Warden,  and  othen,  but  did  not  make  any  dis- 
tinct promise.  After  he  left,  however,  he  com- 
municated the  fact  that  he  had  come  to  the 
determination  to  do  away  with  this  office  ;  and  a 
large  reduction  was  made  in  the  office,  one  officer 
having  been  removed  —  namely,  the  gentleman 
mentioned  in  the  <juestion.  However,  within  the 
last  week  communications  had  been  received  from 
the  Thames  that  Captain  Goldsmith  had  been 
reinstated.  That  gentleman  was  lately  in  Wel- 
lington, and  stated  to  him  (Mr.  Rowe)  that  he 
was  here  for  other  business  than  this  ;  but,  under 
any  circumstances,  the  telegrams  received  at  the 
Thames  caused  considerable  feeling  there.  He 
was  sure  the  people  there  were  very  well  satisfied 
with  the  present  arrangement,  and  were  not  de- 
sirous of  paying  £300  a  year  for  the  salary  of 
this  officer.  He  acknowledged  that  there  had 
been  a  htlle  jealousy  between  the  County  and 
Borough  Councils,  but  that  was  done  away  with, 
and  the  two  bodies  were  now  working  more  har- 
moniously together. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  Captein  Goldsmith 
was  not  reinstated  in  the  sense  implied  by  the 
honorable  member  who  put  the  question.  It  was 
believed  by  the  Government  that  Captain  Gold- 
smith was  still  Mining  Inspector ;  and  that  ques- 
tion had  never  been  settled,  but  was  merely  hung 
up.  It  had  then  been  proposed  to  continue  him 
in  the  office.  After  this  resolution  had  been  oome 
to,  and  it  had  been  hurriedly  communicated  to 
Captain  Goldsmith  that  he  would  be  Mining  In- 
spector, it  was  found  that  another  gentleman  had 
been  appointed.  It  therefore  became  impossible 
to  reappoint  Captain  Goldsmith,  unless  the  other 
gentleman  nsigned,  which  he  had  not  done,  and 
the  matter  was  still  left  unsettled.  Hence  arost 
the  complication.  It  was  thought  desirable,  in 
consequence  of  representations  made  by  the 
Borough  Council  of  the  Thames,   that  th«  In- 
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tpeotor  should  be  &n  independent  oflicer,  neither 
connected  with  the  Borough  Council  nor  with  the 
County  Council.  He  (Sir  G-.  Otrej)  first  men- 
tioned the  matter  to  Captain  G-oldsmith,  in  a 
Hurried  waj.  He  asked  him  no  questions,  and 
had  no  time  then  to  make  inquiries.  Captain 
Goldsmith  was  not  in  the  least  to  blame  in  the 
matter. 

REV.  T.  GRACE. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  the  GoTemment,  Whether, 
and  bow,  they  intend  to  settle  the  claims  of  the 
KeT.  T.  Grace,  under  the  award  of  the  late  Com- 
missioner Beckham,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  a  Committee  of  this  House  ? 

Mr.  dHEEHAN  said  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  GoTernment  to  settle  these  claims  as  soon  as 
they  had  been  able  to  consider  the  award  of  the 
Commissioner  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  He  did  not  know  that  he  would  hare 
time  to  go  into  the  matter  so  as  to  be  able  to 
place  a  sum  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates; 
but,  if  there  was  not  time,  the  Gt>Temment  would 
•ettle  the  claims  during  the  recess,  and  ask  the 
House  next  session  to  confirm  their  decision. 

RAILWAY  MATERIALS. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,— (1.)  What  the  nature  of  the  in- 
structions is  relating  to  the  issue  of  materials  from 
the  Storekeeper  to  gangers  on  the  opened  rail- 
ways? (2.)  Whether  any  instructions  hare  been 
ffiTcn  to  prerent  unnecessary  routine?  (3.) 
Whether  it  is  true  that,  in  the  Public  Works 
Department,  engineers  in  charge  of  construction 
works  are  required  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
Inspector  of  Stores  before  they  can  permit  the 
issue  of  materials  to  the  openea  lines  r  He  put 
this  question  on  the  Paper  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Conjers 
before  the  Railway  Management  Committee  was 
correct.  The  statement  made  was  most  extra- 
ordinary, and  was  to  the  effect  that  it  required 
some  thirteen  requisitions  before  any  material  to 
repair  the  railways  could  be  obtained.  He  be- 
liered  he  was  correct  in  saying  that  such  was  not 
the  case ;  but  it  was  a  statement  which  was  likely 
to  mislead  the  pubUo.  He  hoped  the  Gt>Tem- 
ment  would  be  able  to  contradict  the  statement. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  hoped,  as  the  question  was 
of  rather  a  technical  character,  that  the  House 
would  excuse  him  if  he  read  a  reply  furnished 
by  the  permanent  head  of  the  department.  It 
was  to  this  effect : — 

"  (1.)  The  printed  directions  issued  in  April 
last  direct  that  any  employ^  requiring  materisd  is 
to  requisition  on  the  Storekeeper,  who  will  issue 
materiab  direct,  subject  to  the  Railway  Mana- 
gers' approTal. 

"  (2.)  The  Engineer-in-Chief*s  attention  being 
directed  to  a  portion  of  the  eyidence  giren  before 
the  Committee  on  Railway  Management,  he  has 
written  to  the  Superintending  Engineer  express- 
ing his  disapprobation  of  the  circuitous  process 
■tated  to  be  permitted  in  the  southern  railways. 

**  (8.)  It  is  not  true  that  engineers  in  charge 
of  construction  hare  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
Inspector  of  Stores  to  issue  materials  to  opened 
Sir  G.  Qr^if 


lines.  The  Inspector  of  Stores'  duties  are  of  the 
nature  of  an  audit :  he  inspect*  stock,  and  audits 
books  and  returns,  to  see  that  stores  purchased 
are  duly  accounted  for.  There  are  no  instruc- 
tions of  any  kind  to  lead  engineers  to  snppdse 
that  the  Inspector  of  Stores  interferes  witti  the 
directions  to  issue.  Engineers  in  elmrge  of  con- 
struction are  entirely  responsible  for  directing 
what  issHas  of  material  shall  be  made." 

R.  W.  MEABOWS. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  What  course  the  Chiyemment  intend  to 
adopt  respecting  the  petition  of  R.  W.  Meadows, 
reported  on  by  tlie  Public  Petitions  Committee 
on  the  6th  Noyember  instant  ?  This  person  had 
receiyed  an  injury  on  the  B runner  Railway,  and 
had  since  been  in  the  hospital,  and,  although  re- 
covered, was  unable  to  earn  a  liyelihood.  The 
Petitions  Committee  recommended  the  matter  to 
the  fayourable  consideration  of  the  6K>yernment, 
and  he  hoped  the  Goyemment  would  giye  him  a 
satisfactory  reply. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee,  the  Gk>Ternment  would  consider  the 
matter  and  deal  with  it.  At  the  same  time  he 
could  hold  out  yenr  little  hope  of  anything  being 
done  in  the  way  of  giying  this  person  compensa- 
tion. 

WAIROA  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  of 
the  Chief  Postmaster  at  Napier  as  to  the  adyism- 
bility  of  an  overland  mail  being  sent  twice  each 
week  between  Napier  and  Clyde,  in  Wairoa 
County  ?  He  had  presented  a  petition  from  the 
people  of  Wairoa  praying  that  this  might  be 
done,  and  he  understood  the  Public  Pedtions 
Committee  had  reported  favourably  on  it. 

Mr.  FISHER  had  much  pleasure  in  informing 
the  'honorable  gentleman  that  instructions  had 
been  issued  to  haye  inquiries  made  as  to  the  cost ; 
and,  if  the  cost  was  not  too  much,  the  serHee 
would  be  carried  out. 

NAPIER  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Goyemment,  Whether 
they  will  make  proyision  on  the  Supplementary 
Estimates  to  assist  the  erection  of  new  hospital 
buildings  at  Napier  ?  He  wished  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  tne  Goyemment  that  the  hospital 
buildings  at  Napier  were  quite  inadequate  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  required.  Eighteen 
months  ago  the  Provincial  Government  deyoted 
£1,000  towards  erecting  new  buildings,  and  a 
large  sum  was  collected  by  public  subscriptioQ  for 
the  same  purpose ;  but  he  was  informed  that  it 
would  still  require  about  £1,000  to  complete  the 
work.  If  the  G-overnment  would  put  that  sum 
on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  it  would  be 
money  very  well  spent.  It  was  proposed  to  erect 
the  new  hospital  on  a  site  which  was  now  wholly 
occupied  by  the  military  barracks,  and  which 
would  be  much  more  suitable  than  the  present 
site.       

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  statement  previously  made  to  the  House,  pro* 
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Tision  would  be  made  in  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mated for  aiding  the  hospital  buildings  through- 
out the  colony.  The  case  of  Napier  was  a  very 
pressing  one,  more  especially  as  tlie  people  there 
bad  Tery  liberally  put  their  hands  into  their  own 
pockets  to  meet  the  cost  of  new  buildings. 

WAITOA  LAND. 
Mr.   MuBRAT  brought  up  the  following  re- 
port of  the  Select  Oommittee  appointed  in  this 
case: — 

"The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  certain  land  transactions  in  connection  with 
the  purchase  of  the  Puninga  Blocks  1,  2,  3,  and 
4,  and  other  lands  in  the  Waitoa  District,  by  Mr. 
F.  Whitaker,  jun.,  and  by  Mr.  James  Mackay, 
and  also  any  proposed  exchanges  between  Qorem- 
ment  and  Mr.  F.  Whitaker,  sen.,  and,  further,  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  claim  of  Mr.  F. 
Wnitaker  to  compensation  for  breach  of  an  agree- 
ment made  between  him  and  the  OoTcmment  on 
the  22nd  September,  1874,  in  reference  to  the 
land  referred  to,  have  the  honor  to  report, — 

"  That  the  exchange  of  the  lands  at  Puninga, 
proposed  to  be  given  to  Mr.  F.  Whitaker  for  his 
claims  to  the  land  mentioned  in  his  evidence 
under  the  head,  *Piako  Purchases,'  appears  to 
have  been  a  judicious  transaction  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  and  should  be  completed  with- 
out loss  of  time. 

"That,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
Qovemment  to  complete  their  undertaking  to 
inovide  a  good  title  to  the  lands  proposed  to  be 

S'ven  to  Mr.  F.  Whitaker  by  way  of  exchange, 
T.  F.  Whitaker  has  been  subjected  to  loss  ;  and 
that  the  G-overnment  should  take  immediate  steps 
to  ascertain  and  settle  such  loss. 

"  Your  Committee  have  not  had  the  means  of 
examining  the  Natives  interested,  but  have  taken 
all  available  evidence,  copy  of  which,  together 
with  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  is  attached  ; 
and  they  recommend  that  the  same  be  printed." 

CIVIL  LIST  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  this  was  a  Bill  which  had 
been  introduced  by  the  late  Government,  and  the 
proposal  it  contained  was  briefly  this :  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
by  giving  them  an  increase  of  £100  for  every  five 
years  of  service.  But  the  Government  did  not 
agree  with  that  proposal,  believing  that  the  in- 
crease should  be  general.  There  were  two  propo- 
sitions which  must  be  admitted:  first,  that  the 
Judges  were  at  present  underpaid ;  and,  secondly, 
that  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  increasing 
their  salaries.  The  Government  admitted  that; 
and  he  thought  the  House  would  agree  with  his 
proposal,  which  was  to  leave  tlie  matter  over  till 
next  session,  when  he  mentioned  that  the  Govcm- 
inent  proposed  to  appoint  a  Commission  to  inves- 
tigate the  whole  question  of  the  different  Courts, 
the  salaries  paid,  the  duties  performed,  arid  other 
matters,  so  that  the  House  next  year  might  dis- 
cuss the  matter  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  He  therefore  moved.  That  the  Bill  be 
discharged. 

Bill  discharged  accordingly. 


GREENWOOD  PENSION  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  to  consider  of 
leave  being  given  to  introduce  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SWANSON  knew  of  no  good  reason  why 
this  pension  should  be  granted.  The  officer  who 
performed  the  duty  of  Sergeant-at- Arms  had  next 
to  nothing  to  do — the  whole  thing  was  a  sham, 
and  why  should  they  grant  pensions  to  shams  ? 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  did  not  wish  to  propose  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Newton. 
He  did  not  know  that  Dr.  Greenwood  had  any 
claim  against  the  colony.  He  might  also  remark 
that  he  thought,  in  making  appointments  of  this 
kind,  some  consideration  should  be  given  to  gentle- 
men who  had  been  members  of  the  House,  but 
who,  owing  to  various  causes,  had  become  some- 
what reduced  in  circumstances.  At  any  rate,  it 
was  unreasonable  to  go  outside,  and  then  appoint 
persons  over  a  reasonable  age. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  Dr.  Greenwood  w;^  an 
old  officer  of  the  House,  and  was  entitled  to 
some  consideration.  Another  thing :  there  might 
not  be  much  work  attached  to  the  office,  but  he 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  held  that  any  man  who  had  been 
compelled  to  listen  to  honorable  gentlemen  in 
that  House  for  five  or  six  years  was  fully  entitled 
to  some  compensation.  On  that  ground  alone  the 
Bill  siiould  be  accepted. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  one  thing  he  had  to  com- 
plain of  was,  this  gentleman  would  not  listen  to 
them.  Many  times  the  House  had  had  to  wait 
while  messengers  were  flying  all  over  the  build- 
ing to  find  that  gentleman  to  tell  him  to  come 
and  move  his  mace.  It  would  never  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  messenger  could  do  the  work : 
but  by-and-by  it  was  found  that  the  messenger 
could  lift  the  stick,  and  very  often  he  had  to  do 
it.  Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  for  Mr.  Speaker 
to  give  a  messenger  an  extra  £10,  and  let  him  do 
the  work  altogether.  He  had  been  told  there 
was  a  great  distinction  between  the  way  in  which 
the  messenger  did  it  and  the  way  in  which  the 
Sergeant-at- Arms  did  it.  He  thought  there  was 
very  little  diflerence,  and,  if  there  was  any,  the 
messenger  did  it  the  best.  To  his  great  astonish- 
ment, the  difl*erence,  when  it  was  explained,  was 
this  :  that  it  was  the  special  privilege  of  the 
Sergeant-at- Arms' to  bring  the  mace  in  in  a  dig- 
nified way  on  his  shoulder,  while  the  messenger 
was  compelled  to  carry  it  in  the  hollow  of  his 
arm.  But,  as  far  as  the  real  business  was  con- 
cerned, the  mace  went  up  and  down  with  great 
regularity  when  the  messenger  did  it.  He 
detested  all  sorts  of  shams,  and  the  best  thing 
they  could  do  would  be  to  send  the  mace  to  the 
Museum.  He  had  been  a  member  of  another 
Assembly  which  did  its  work  very  effectively 
without  anv  such  nonsense. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  no  good  could 
result  from  a  discussion  at  the  present  time 
of  the  question  whether  the  observance  of 
these  forms  and  ceremonies  conduced  to  the 
dignitv  of  the  House.  With  respect  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers, he  might  state  that  the  office  was  one  to 
which  this  and  other  Legisbtures  had  always 
attached  considerable  honor.    It  was  an  office 
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-which  h»d  been  bestowed  upon  g;entlemen  who 
■toed  high  in  the  recpect  of  their  fellow-colonists 
in  the  past,  and  who  could,  without  loss  of  telf- 
respect,  hold  an  office  to  which  there  wae  at- 
taoned  no  oonsiderable  amount  of  work.  The 
late  holder  of  the  office,  Dr.  Greenwood,  wae  a 
gentleman  of  high  character  and'abilitj,  who  de- 
ferred well  of  the  colonj  generally.  In  1848 
Dr.  Ghreenwood  was  a  member  of  the  LegislatiTe 
Council  of  New  Munster,  and  had  since  then 
held  other  offices  with  very  ffreat  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  country.  His  (Mr.  Bolleston's) 
only  regret  was  that  the  amount  was  not  double. 
In  conferring  a  mark  of  honor  upon  such  an  old 
settler  they  were  really  conferring  an  honor  upon 
themielves. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  was  not  previously  aware 
that  Dr.  Oreenwood  was  a  member  of  the  old 
Legislative  Council;  but  there  were  two  gentle- 
men who  had  been  members  of  this  LegiAature 
who  had  a  right  to  look  for  the  sppointment 
when  Dr.  Greenwood  resigned,  and  ne  thought 
it  ought  to  be  laid  down  as  a  rule  that  the 
appointment  should  be  conferred  on  gentlemen 
who  had  been  members  of  the  Legislature,  and 
whose  circumstance  made  the  appointment  of  im- 
portance to  them. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  usual  oustom  in  Eng- 
land was  to  select  the  Sermnt-at-Arms  from 
amongst  retired  members  of  Parliament,  but  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  was  incor- 
rect in  saying  that  he  was  selected  on  account  of 
his  haying  nillen  into  circumstances  of  distren. 
The  first  Sergeant-at-Arms  he  (Sir  George  Grey) 
had  known  was  Sir  William  Gossett,  an  officer 
of  Engineers,  who  was  an  old  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  was  in  wealthy  circum- 
stances. During  his  period  of  office,  his  son 
acted  as  his  deputy  ;  and,  when  Sir  William 
Gkwsett  died,  Lonl  Charles  Russell,  an  old  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  and  a  gentleman  in  good 
circumstances,  was  appointed  to  the  office.  Then 
Captain  Gossett,  the  present  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
was  appointed,  he  having  acted  as  deputy 
for  thirty  years.  So  far,  the  rule  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  thought 
should  be  observed  had  been  observed  here.  The 
office  had  been  conferred  upon  some  person  who 
had  a  claim.  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Greenwood, 
every  requirement  was  fulfilled.  He  was  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  the-  New  Zealand  Legis- 
lature, and  was  a  gentleman  of  most  courteous 
manners,  which  was  one  of  the  first  qualifica- 
tions for  the  office.  The  appointment  in  his 
case  was  absolutely  unexceptionable,  and  in  all 
respects  he  had  a  good  clami  upon  the  House. 
The  House  would  he  consulting  its  own  dignity 
in  performing  an  act  which  would  reflect  honor 
not  only  upon  this  but  upon  any  Legislature. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  that  if  they  were  going 
to  give  pensions  to  distinguished  colonists  for  ser- 
vices rendered  he  would  not  object,  but  he  did 
object  to  giving  a  pension  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
as  such.  If  Dr.  Greenwood  bad  performed  any 
service  to  the  country  in  a  legulatorial  capacity, 
if  he  had  made  any  Useful  invention  or  discovery, 
let  him  receive  a  pension  on  that  account ;  but  he 
okjeoted  to  pensions  being  given  under  false  yare- 
J£r,  MolUHon 


tences.  He  was  |nrepared  to  say  jdainly  th«t  it 
was  a  sham  and  a  pretence  to  give  a  man  a  pen- 
sion for  carrying  about  a  bit  of  gilt  stick.  He 
believed  -in  rewarding  men  for  bond  fide  serriees, 
but  he  altogether  objected  to  giving  men  pensions 
for  having  done  nothing.  In  1871  and  1872  t^ 
gentleman  whose  pension  they  were  now  discuss- 
ing  was  seldom  to  be  found,  and  great  inconve- 
nience was  caused  in  consequence,  because  nobody 
could  touch  the  mace  but  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 
At  last,  however,  the  taboo  was  taken  oflT,  and 
any  member,  or  even  any  messenger,  oould  handle 
it.  If  the  colony  wished  to  give  a  pension  to 
any  man  for  beneficial  services  rendeml  to  the 
colony  he  would  not  object,  but  he  did  not  Uiink 
there  was  any  necessity  to  give  a  pension  to  a 
gentleman  who  had  done  nothing  usdPnl.  In  fact, 
he  looked  upon  it  as  a  mere  waste  of  money,  and 
he  thought  that,  if  Dr.  Greenwood  had  any 
friends  in  the  House  who  wished  to  present  him 
with  a  sum,  they  should  put  their  hands  into 
their  own  pockets  for  the  purpose,  and  not  be 
generous  at  the  public  expense.  The  thing  was 
a  complete  sham,  and  he  protested  against  the 
pension  being  granted. 

Question  put,  "That  this  Committee  reoom- 
m^nds  that  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
grant  a  pension  to  John  Dan  ford  Greenwood, 
Esq.,  late  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         37 

Noes         8 


Minority  for 

29 

ATM. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Lumeden, 

Mr.  Barff^, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  J.  £.  Brown, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Rees, 

Mr,  Bunny, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Fox, 

Mr.  WaUams, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

TeUer$. 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Huiop, 

Mr.  Sharp. 

Nc 

B8. 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Thcftnson. 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

TellerM. 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Swanson. 

Motion  agreed  to,  re 
House,  and  Bill  read  a  fi 

solution  reported  to  the 

rst  time. 
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of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  measure  which  would 
hare  the  effect  of  supplementing  the  Public 
Works  Act  of  last  jear.  The  amendments  which 
were  proposed  were  prored  to  be  necessary  by 
the  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Act  which 
was  passed  last  session.  They  were  chiefly  of  a 
technical  and  departmental  character,  and  could 
best  be  discussed  in  Committee.  He  would  be 
prepared  to  give  any  explanations  that  might  be 
required  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  nnd 
in  the  meantime  he  would  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  the  measure 
now,  because  he  agreed  it  was  more  a  matter  for 
Committee ;  but  he  thought  there  were  one  or  two 
prorisions  in  the  Bill  which  called  for  some  com- 
ment. The  41st  clause  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
xoatter  which  required  some  attention.  There 
the  Goyernment  had  the  power  to  order  any 
County  Council  to  make,  maintain,  and  keep  in 
repair  any  road,  bridge,  or  ferry ;  and  the  Gover- 
nor had  the  power  to  take  the  road  into  his  own 
band,  and  spend  money  upon  it  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  without  any  regard  whatever  to 
the  amount  of  money  coming  to  the  district  in 
the  shape  of  subsidies.  That  clause  seemed  to 
him  to  be  an  unlimited  appropriation.  The 
Governor  would  have  the  power  of  appropriating 
to  any  particular  district  any  sum  of  money  which 
the  Executive  of  the  day  might  choose  to  advise 
him  to  spend  upon  it.  He  quite  admitted  that 
the  Government  should  have  the  power  of  insist- 
ing upon  a  district  doing  certain  work ;  but  the 
clause  did  not  limit  the  amount  to  be  spent  hy 
the  amount  of  subsidies  given  to  a  particular 
district.  He  did  not  quite  understand  section  4 
of  the  Bill,  which  provided  for  the  taking  of  land 
for  public  works.  There  seemed  to  be  no  suffi- 
cient check  upon  the  taking  of  public  land,  and 
the  power  given  would  be  liable  to  considerable 
abuse.  The  general  tendency  of  our  legislation 
during  the  last  few  years  had  been  to  deal  very 
arbitrarily  in  this  matter  of  taking  land.  He  did 
not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House,  as  the 
objections  could  be  discussed  when  they  got  into 
Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  £.  BROWK  said  that  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but,  as  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  was  unable 
to  take  charge  of  it,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
further  proceeded  with  at  present.  Some  very 
important  alterations  would  have  to  be  made  in 
the  Bill,  which  would  require  mat  consideration 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  also  on  the  part 
of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  This  appeared 
to  be  a  departmental  measure  most  seriously 
affecting  pubUc  interests,  and  when  in  Com- 
mittee he  should  be  prepared  to  propose  «ome 
alteration  in  it.  It  was  simply  a  return  to  the 
old  system,  which  they  had  upset  laM  session.  It 
would  work  with  great  hardship  to  the  public,  as 
Bead  Boards  would  have  powers  which  they  never 
anticipated  tliat  they  would  possess,  and  which 
they  might  exercise  so  as  to  work  a  great  deal 
of  miscmef.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would  not  be 
farther  proceeded  with  until  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  was  in  his  place. 


Major  ATKINSON  said  there  were  many 
powers  given  in  this  Bill  which  he  thought  were 
dangerous,  and  not  sufficiently  guarded.  He  re* 
ferred  specially  to  the  41st  clause,  where,  un- 
doubtedly, there  was  an  unlimited  power  of 
spendine  any  amount  of  money  upon  any  woHc 
which  the  Governor  might  from  time  to  time 
direct  to  be  undertaken.  If  such  a  power  as 
that  were  given,  there  ought  also  to  be  a  power  to 
make  the  district  liable  for  the  amount  expended. 
The  road  should  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
district,  otherwise  it  would  be  a  premium  to  the 
districts  not  to  make  their  roads,  and  the  mere 
stopping  of  the  subsidies  would  not  be  sufficient. 
The  subsidies  would  not  make  the  main  roads, 
and  the  effect  of  this  power  would  be  that  every 
County  Council  would  neglect  to  make  the  roads 
in  order  to  get  the  wore  done  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  He  trusted  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  not  now  proceed  with  the  Bill  further 
than  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTER  did  not  think  tliat  the  pro- 
vision with  regard  to  the  giving  back  to  tha 
original  owner  land  not  required  was  altogether 
fair ;  and  that  clause  would  have  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  The  land  not  required  should 
revert  to  the  original  owner  under  more  favour- 
able terms  than  were  provided  for  in  that  clause 
of  the  Bill. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  pointed  out  that  the  12th 
clause  gave  great  powers  to  Koad  Boards  with 
reference  to  the  stopping  of  roads.  They  should 
very  carefully  guard  private  rights  in  regard  to 
roads.  The  Road  Boards  should  not  have  the 
large  powers  proposed  to  be  conferred  upon 
them.  It  was  quite  sufficient  for  the  County 
Councils  to  have  those  powers.  In  the  Province 
of  Auckland  there  were  forty-acre  settlers  all 
over  the  country,  and  every  man  wanted  a  road 
made  up  to  his  own  door.  In  some  of  the  Road 
Board  districts,  embracing  five  or  six  thousand 
acres,  a  small  section  of  the  people  could  go  and 
insist  upon  opening  a  road  to  their  own  doors, 
and  put  the  Road  Board  to  a  great  amount  of 
expense.  The  power  of  making  roads  and  stop- 
ping roads  should  remain  entirely  with  the 
Coimty  Councils,  and  he  would  object  to  the 
passing  of  such  a  clause. 

Mr.  REID  said  the  Bill  contained  some  very 
dangerous  provisions.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down.  The  provision  made  for  the 
closing  of  a  road  was  not  final.  The  Board  could 
only  take  the  initiative,  and  give  notice  to  the 
people  of  the  locality.  The  Board  were  required 
to  send  in  a  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the 
County  Council.  He  thouEht  the  provision  in 
regard  to  the  closing  of  roads  would  never  have 
any  effect.  He  knew  of  many  cases  where  it 
would  be  a  very  great  boon  to  the  district  that 
a  useless  road  should  be  closed,  but  it  could  not 
be  done  owing  to  the  opposition  of  one  or  two 
individuals  who  did  not,  perhaps,  require  the 
road,  but  who  thought  they  were  doing  a  great 
service  by  keeping  open  a  road  which  in  many 
cases  could  never  be  formed  or  used.  It  was 
well  known  that  those  roads  would  never  be 
closed  under  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law. 
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He  thought  the  Assemhlj  should  deal  with  each 
case  in  which  a  road  was  to  be  closed.  The  pro- 
Tisious  of  the  Bill  generally  gave  far  too  great 
a  power  to  the  Government,  and  he  thought  the 
country  would  be  better  with  the  Act  already  in 
force.  If  the  honorable  member  would  point  out 
the  special  defects  in  that  Act,  and  explain  them, 
he  (Mr.  Reid)  would  be  willing  to  give  any  assis- 
tance necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  without 
undue  hindrance.  It  Fcemed  to  him  that  private 
property  must  be  cared  for,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  was  sufficiently  cared  for  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  hoped  the  honorable 
member  would  not  propose  the  committal  of  the 
Bill  to-day,  but  give  honorable  members  time  to 
look  into  several  of  the  clauses.  He  would  take 
exception  to  some  of  the  clauses,  but,  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  stated  that  the  discus- 
sion could  bo  more  properly  taken  in  Committee, 
he  would  not  now  take  up  the  time  of  the  House. 
He  did  not  approve  of  tne  provision  in  the  2nd 
subsection  of  clause  3.  To  enforce  such  a  clause 
as  section  4  would  be  to  remove  the  restrictions 
contained  in  the  Public  Works  Act  of  last  year, 
and  it  was  a  worse  form  of  taking  land  than  that 
which  was  provided  in  the  several  Immigration 
and  Public  Works  Acts  repealed  last  year.  Some 
alteration  would  require  to  be  made  in  the  clause 
referring  to  the  taking  of  Crown  lands,  inos- 
much  as  it  provided  that  lands  taken  under  this 
Act  for  colonial  works  should  be  vested  in  the 
local  bodies.  Again,  with  reference  to  section  7, 
he  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible  in  all  oases  to 
obtain  the  consent  in  writing  of  all  the  persons 
interested  in  the  land  to  the  land  being  taken  for 
public  works.  There  might  be  persons  interested 
whose  assent  could  not  be  obtained,  and  whose 
interest  in  the  land  was  not  known.  He  hoped 
the  honorable  member  would  take  time  to  look 
thoroughly  into  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  said  there  had  been  objections 
raised  to  several  parts  of  this  Bill,  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  last  clause — clause  41 — which 
ha<l  been  alluded  to  was  the  mo^t  important,  and 
it  was  one  that  might  be  worked  in  a  very  har«h 
and  objectionable  manner.  His  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Egmont  thought  they  ought  to 
couple  with  the  clause  some  taxing  power,  for  fear 
the  expenditure  exceeded   the   sums   of  money 

S'ven  by  way  of  subsidies  to  the  locol  bodies. 
e  took  leave  to  say  that  he  entertained  quite  a 
different  view  of  the  matter.  He  would  say  that 
the  expenditure  certainly  ought  not  to  exceed  the 
subsidies  which  were  handed  over  to  the  local 
bodies.  The  Government  ought  never  to  have 
the  power  of  putting  on  a  rate  upon  the  local 
districts  which  would  be  expended  by  an  utterly 
irresponsible  power,  and  not  by  the  inhabitnnts 
of  the  district  themselves.  And  then,  again,  he 
would  ask,  who  wbs  to  be  the  judge  of  the  neg- 
lect ?  Was.  it  to  be  done,  perhaps,  on  the  ex 
parte  statement  of  two  or  three  persons  who 
might  happen  to  have  the  ear  of  the  Govern- 
ment? Altogether,  that  clause  was  likely  to 
work  very  objectionably,  and  required  careful 
consideration  and  revision. 

Mr.  R££S  thought  that  this  was  not  a  Bill  of 
the  new  Gt>vemment,  but  of  the  late  Government. 
Mr.  Reid 


Mr.  REID  said  it  was  not  a  Bill  of  the  late 
Gk>vernment.  It  might  have  been  prepared  for 
submission  to  the  Cabinet,  but  it  bad  never  been 
considered  by  Ministers. 

Mr.  REES  would  like  to  know  what  the  late 
Government  did  prepare.  They  were  notrespoo- 
sible  for  the  provincial  liabilities,  Supplementary 
Estimates,  BUls,  or  anything.  What  did  the  late 
Cabinet  do? 

Mr.  REID.— What  has  the  present  Cabtnat 
done? 

Mr.  REES— A  very  great  deal  more  than 
the  late  Cabinet.  It  was  perfectly  childish  for 
members  of  the  late  Government,  when  any- 
thing was  brought  forward,  always  to  say,  "  Oh, 
it  was  never  before  the  Cabinet."  He  should 
like  to  know  what  Bills  had  been  before  the  lata 
Cabinet,  and  when  they  had  proposed  to  have 
their  measures  ready  for  submission  to  the  House. 
If  the  House  had  waited  for  them  it  might  not 
have  separated  for  seven  or  eight  montlu.  He 
had  not  the  slightest  doubt  XhxM  Bill  had  been 
l)efi)re  the  late  Cabinet. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  ask  Mr.  Speaker  to 
call  the  honorable  member  to  order,  as  he  was 
absolutely  contradicting  the  statement  of  another 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  was  quite  out  of 
order.  When  members  of  the  late  Govern ment 
declared  that  this  measure  had  not  been  before 
the  Cabinet,  the  honorable  member  got  up  and 
asserted  that  it  vras.  That  was  one  of  those 
contradictions  which  were  quite  out  of  order, 
and  could  not  be  allowed. 

Mr.  REES  did  not,  of  course,  wish  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  infringe  the  rules  of  the 
House.  He  ^as  interrupt^  by  one  of  the  Late 
Ministers,  and  the  statement  was  not  made  by 
all  that  Ministry.  Only  the  other  day,  when  • 
certain  Bill  was  before  the  House,  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikalo  said  tliat  he  knew  nothing 
about  it,  although  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Ministry  and  it  had  been  before  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that  it  was  mA 
necessary  that  it  should  be  an  authoritatire  stat«* 
ment.  If  an  honorable  member  made  an  ma- 
scrtion  he  must  not  be  contradicted. 

Mr.  REES  would  not  refer  to  the  matter  any 
further.  He  presumed  the  principle  of  the  BiU 
had  been  before  the  late  Cabinet,  and,  if  not,  it 
was  most  remarkable 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  principle  had 
never  been  before  the  late  Cabinet  in  any  shape. 
He  had  never  seen  the  Bill.  It  wae  brought  in 
by  the  present  Ministry,  and  had  Mr.  Lamach's 
name  at  the  top  of  it,  as  the  honorable  member 
would  see  if  he  only  looked  at  the  BilL  The 
honorable  gentleman  must  therefore  address  hia 
remarks  to  the  present  Government. 

Mr.  RE£9  said  the  name  printed  at  the  bead 
of  the  Bill  was  simply  to  show  who  brought  it 
into  the  House.  There  were,  no  doubt,  very  large 
powers  given  in  the  Bill,  but  it  seamed  to  him 
that  some  of  them  were  really  necessary  for 
the  proper  carrying  on  of  the  pubho  works 
system.  In  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City    (Hr« 
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Biohardsoo)  with  regard  to  the  6th  clause,  he 
might  point  oat  that  thej  were  not  striotlj  cor- 
rect. The  property  was  not  vested  in  the  local 
bodies,  but  in  Her  Majesty,  and  if  it  was  to  be 
Tested  in  the  body  corporate  it  would  have  to  be 
done  by  Order  in  Council.  After  all,  there  was  not 
much  to  discuss  in  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  and 
the  question  could  be  better  fought  out  in  Com- 
mittee. It  would  perhaps  be  better  to  give 
honorable  members  an  opportunity  of  looking 
orer  the  Bill  before  they  went  into  Committee. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  was  not  going  to  discuss  the 
question  of  who  was  the  putative  parent  of  the 
Bill,  as  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  result,  as 
BO  many  other  measures  had  done,  in  a  cross- 
breed between  the  late  and  the  preeent  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  REID.— No. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  would  not  discuss  the  mat- 
ter. He  must,  however,  refer  to  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Avon  said  with  regard  to  the 
41  st  clause,  which  that  honorable  gentleman 
called  unconstitutional,  and  expressed  great  sur- 
prise that  a  measure  containing  such  a  clause 
should  have  been  submitted  to  the  House.  He 
could  not  see  that  there  was  anything  grossly 
unconstitutional  in  it.  It  merely  empowered 
the  Governor  to  order  a  County  Council  or  Road 
Board  to  repair  a  road  or  bridge,  and,  if  they 
refused  or  neglected  to  do  so,  to  have  it  repaired 
out  of  advances  from  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
and  deduct  the  cost  from  the  subsidy  to  that 
body.  There  must  be  such  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Governor,  or  the  work  would  not  be  done. 
But  what  surprised  him  was  to  find  in  the 
Counties  Act  of  last  year  a  clause  of  which  the 
present  one  was  almost  an  exact  transcript,  and 
at  that  time  the  honorable  gentleman  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  and  did  not  appear  to  have 
raised  any  objection  to  it.  The  clause  in  the 
present  Bill  said,  "  The  Governor  may  from  time 
to  time  order  any  County  Council  or  Road  Board 
to  make,  maintain,  and  keep  in  repair  any  road, 
bridge,  ferry,  or  other  public  work  within  the 
eounty  or  road  dis^ct."  Then  he  came  to  the 
clause  in  the  Bill  of  last  year,  which  was  passed 
frith  the  honorable  gentleman's  approval. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— By  no  means. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— The  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  apparently  protest  against  it.  The  clause 
in  the  Counties  Act  said,  **The  Governor  may 
from  lime  to  time  order  any  county  road,  bridge, 
or  ferry  to  be  made,  maintained,  or  repaired  within 
Buch  period  as  he  may  in  any  such  order  deter- 
mine. The  corresponding  clause  in  the  present 
Bill  went  on  to  say, — 

"  If  the  whole  of  *  The  Cou..i  I  »3  Act,  1876,*  is 
not  in  force  in  such  county,  or  if  the  County 
Council  or  Road  Board  refuses,  fails,  or  neglects 
to  make,  maintain,  or  repair  such  road,  bridge, 
ferry,  or  public  work  within  the  period  specified 
in  any  such  order,  the  Governor  may  cause  the 
same  to  be  made,  maintained,  or  repaired,  and 
the  expenses  thereof  shall  be  paid  by  tlie  Colonial 
Treasurer  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  he 
ahall  deduct  the  amount  thereof  from  any  sub- 
sidies payable  under  any  Act  or  Ordinance  to 
such  county  or  road  district." 


How  did  the  185th  clause  of  the  Counties  Act 
run  ? — 

"  If  the  County  Council  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
so  to  make,  maintain,  or  repair  any  such  road, 
bridge,  or  ferry,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  jGh>- 
vernor  to  cause  the  same  to  be  so  made,  main- 
tained, or  repaired,  and  the  expenses  thereof 
shall  be  charged  against  the  body  corporate  so 
refusing  or  neglecting  as  aforesaid,  and  may  be 
deducted  from  any  subsidies  payable  under  this 
or  any  other  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
such  body  corporate." 

Almost  exactly  the  same  words.  Then,  how 
did  the  clause  in  the  Bill  before  the  House 
further  proyide?  "In  carrying  out  this  pre- 
vision, the  Gt>vemor,  and  every  person  author- 
ized by  him,  shall  have  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  which,  under  any  law,  are  or  may 
be  vested  in  or  could  be  exercised  by  the 
County  Council  or  Road  Board."  The  exist- 
ing law  said,  "  In  carrying  out  this  provision,  ths 
Governor,  and  every  person  authorized  by  him, 
shall  hare  all  the  powers  and  authorities  which, 
under  any  law,  are  or  may  be  vested  in  or  oould 
be  exercised  by  the  County  Council."  In  fact,  he 
did  not  see  the  necessity  for  the  clause  in  the 
present  BiU,  as  its  provisions  were  already  con- 
tained in  the  existing  law.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber said  the  existing  law  did  not  say  it  was  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  but,  if  the 
Gk>vemor  ordered  the  work  to  be  done  and  the 
County  Council  refused  or  neglected  to  do  it,  it 
must  be  paid  for  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
In  that  respect  the  clause  of  the  Bill  under  dis- 
cussion was  better,  because  it  would  enable  the 
Government  to  have  the  work  carried  out  and 
paid  for  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  until  the 
deduction  oould  be  made  from  the  subsidy.  H 
the  subsidy  was  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses, 
how  was  the  Government  to  meet  it  except  by 
taking  an  advance  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  P 
If  that  was  the  only  objection  the  honorable 
member  had  to  the  BUI  he  should  haye  taken  the 
objection  to  the  claase  in  the  Aot  passed  last  year, 
because  the  two  clauses  were  almost  identically 
the  same. 

Mr.  SUTTON  pointed  out  that  the  difference 
between  the  two  clauses  vras  that.,  whereas  the 
clause  in  the  Bill  of  last  year  referred  only  to 
County  Councils,  the  clause  in  the  present  Bill  re- 
ferred both  to  County  Councils  and  Road  Boards. 
He  objected  to  the  power  given  under  both  those 
clauses,  because  it  was  a  most  dangerous  one. 
If  County  Councils  and  Road  Boards  understood 
that  if  they  refused  to  do  a  certain  work  the 
General  Government  would  be  bound  to  carry  it 
out,  they  would  refuse  to  do  it,  and  would  care 
little  for  the  deduction  that  was  to  be  made  from 
the  subsidy.  It  was  a  very  difficult  question  to 
deal  with,  and  one  that  must  be  yery  carefully 
gone  into ;  but  he  was  altogether  averse  from  such 
a  power  being  giyen  to  the  Gt>yemor.  He  thought 
that  if  a  clause  could  be  so  framed  as  to  compel 
the  local  bodies  to  do  the  work  it  would  be  much 
better  than  the  General  Gk>yemment  doing  it. 
He  hoped,  before  many  years  were  oyer,  to  see  all 
local  works  done  by  local  bodies,  and  the  General 
Assembly,  as  it  ought  to  do,  looking  after  somt- 
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thing  else  betidM  roftdn  and  bridges.  CUnse  40 
of  the  Bill  would  require  considerable  alteration, 
as  it  was  rery  cardessly  drafted.  As  he  read  it, 
the  pensltj  for  cattle  trespassing  eren  on  unfenced 
land  was  a  sum  not  exceeding  £50.  He  thought 
that  the  prorisions  of  the  present  Public  Works 
Act  were  oetter  than  these,  and  it  would  be  better 
to  take  out  this  clause,  as  there  was  too  much 
red-tape  about  It.  He  would  rote  for  the  second 
reading,  but,  as  the  Bill  was  onlj  drcnlated  that 
afternoon,  he  trusted  that  the  Ooremment  would 
allow  some  little  time  to  elapse  before  going  into 
Committee  on  it. 

Mr.  MoLBA.N  thought  the  honorable  member 
for  Totara  addressed  his  remarks  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Aron  as  if  that  honorable  member 
had  been  a  member  of  the  late   GK>remment 
and  was  responsible  for  the  Counties  Act  which 
passed  last  jear.    He  had  a  clear  recollection  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  took  Terj  gretfl 
exception    to  the  clause  in    the    Counties  Act 
wliicn  had  been  referred  to,  because,  he  said,  it 
gaTe  the  GoTemor  power  to  do  anything  he  liked. 
The  honorable  gentleman  made  a  strong  stand 
against  it;  and  therefore  it  was  rather  hard  for 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara  to  saj  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  not  have  allowed  that 
clause  to  pass.    Tlie  honorable  gentleman  liad 
been  long  enough  in  the  House  to  hare  escaped 
making  such  a  mistake  as  that.     With  reference 
to  the  Bill  itself,  he  did  not  suppose  the  QoTem- 
ment  held  themselTcs  responsible  for  or  agreed 
with  the  assertions  of  their  orer-zealous  supporters 
that  this  Bill  was  a  legacy  from  the  late  Gt)Tem- 
ment.    Many  of  the  clauses  were  never  seen  by 
the  late  Government — at  any  rate,  he  never  saw 
them — nor  would  they  have  brought  in  such  a 
Bill  as  this ;  so  that  it  was  useless  for  honorable 
gentlemen  to  attempt  to  say  this  Bill  was  a  Bill 
of  the  late  Gt)vemment.     It  would  never  have 
been  brought  down  to  the  House  until  discussed 
in  Cabinet,  and  it  never  had  been  discussed  in 
Cabinet.    He  was  pleased  to  see  that  many  of  the 
Bills  which  the  late  €K>vemment  had  introduced 
had  been  accepted  by  the  present  Government 
and  its  supporters,  and  he  thought  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  would  admit  they  had  received  some  assist- 
ance from  their  predecessors.    Any  Gt>vernment 
leaving  office  should  be  only  too  glad  to  assist 
their  successors,  and  that  had  been  the  feeling  of 
the  Atkinson  Government.     But,  if  such  asser- 
tions were  to  be  made  as  were  being  made  by 
the  present  Government  and  their  supporters  as 
to  what  had  been  left  behind,  the  consequence 
would  be  that  an  out-going  Gt>vemment  in  future 
would  be  unwilling  to  give  their  successors  any 
assistance.     In  fact,  a  Gk>vemment  leaving  office 
would  resort  to  the  plan  of  destroying  all  papers, 
and  distributing  all  the  type — a  state  of  things 
which  he  (Mr.  McLean)  should  be  very  sorry  to 
tee  existing.   This  Bill  was  not  even  in  type  when 
the  late  Government  left  office,  so  that  they  could 
not  be  held  to  be  responsible.    He  hoped  the 
Gx>vernment  would  at  once  admit  that  such  was 
the  case. 

Mr.    MACANDREW   said    the   Government 
admitted  their  responsibility  for  the  Bill  in  so 
far  as  bringing  it  down  was  concerned ;  but  cir- 
Jli'.  fSuiltm 


cumstances  altered  caaes,  and  if  the  Bill  had 
come  down  with  the  name  of  the  late  Mim«- 
ter  for  Public  Workt  on  it  the  House  would 
liave  heard  a  different'  tune  from  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite.  He  believed  the  Bill  had 
been  printed  when  the  present  Gt>vemraent  came 
into  office — that,  however,  could  eoaOy  be  di»- 
covered  from  the  Director  of  the  Printing  Office 
— but  at  any  rate  it  was  in  existence,  and,  ao  fisr 
from  agreeing  with  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  he  might 
say  he  had  a  number  of  amendments  which  be 
should  propose  in  it.  There  were,  no  doubt,  aoiiM 
good  points  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BEm.— Which  are  they  P 

Mr.  MACANDREW  Paid  there  were  several. 
The  Bill  must  be  regarded  as  a  legacy  from  the 
late  Ministers  ;  but,  if  its  parentage  were  to  be  a 
debatable  matter,  the  sooner  it  was  dropped  the 
belter.  Everr  session  there  were  amendments 
proposed  in  the  Public  Works  Act,  and  if,  at  this 
prriiMl  of  the  session,  an  amending  Bill  was  to  be 
a  cause  of  discuB^ion,  it  would  be  much  better  to 
drop  it.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  facilitate 
the  working  of  the  new  order  of  things,  and 
honorable  genllomeu  opposite  should  be  more 
anxious  to  »ee  things  get  into  working  order  than 
even  the  Government,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the 
Gh>remment  should  waste  time  in  pressing  the  Bill 
if  it  were  not  acceptable. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  main  quesfion  at  issue 
seemed  to  be  how  to  compel  County  Councils  smd 
Road  Boards  to  make  main  roads,  and  he  believed 
the  only  remedy  would  be  to  gire  ratepayers  in- 
dividually a  ri^ht  of  action,  as  in  England,  agsunst 
County  Councils  that  did  not  maintain  the  main 
roads,  because  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
was  that  these  bodies  would  spend  money  upon 
the  by-roads  instead  of  upon  the  main  roads.  He 
raised  that  very  point  when  the  Counties  Bill  was 
being  discussed  last  year.  So  for  as  the  preaent 
proposal  went,  he  saw  no  objection  to  it.  So  long 
as  subsidies  were  paid  by  the  Gk>vemment,  he  did 
not  see  why  the  Government  should  not  have  the 
power  to  compel  roads  to  be  made.  When  tlie 
sulMidies  ceased,  that  would  be  a  different  mshtter, 
and  then  the  remedy  of  which  he  had  previously 
spoken  might  be  applied.  He  might  state  that 
it  had  been  held  in  New  Zealand  that  persons 
could  sue  Road  Boards  for  negligence  to  repair. 
One  Road  Board  had  been  sued  on  account  of  a 
person  having  been  injured  owing  to  there  being 
a  hole  in  a  road,  and  tbe  party  aggrieved  had  re- 
covered damages.  If  the  principle  were  adopted 
that  private  wrongs  might  be  grounds  for  actioa 
against  bodies  corporate,  of  this  kind  it  would 
soon  settle  this  vexed  question.  While  the  Go- 
vernment paid  subsidies,  however,  they  had  a  right 
to  demand  that  the  main  arterial  roads  should  be 
kept  up,  and  he  thought  that  those  who  had 
urged  Abolition  so  strongly  should  not  object  to 
that  provision  in  the  Bill. 
!  Mr.  M  AKDEBS  said  neither  the  Public  Works 
I  Act  nor  the  Counties  Act  gave  any  indicati<m  of 
what  were  to  be  considered  main  arterial  roads — 
J  it  was  Ifft  to  the  County  Councils  to  consider  that 
question,  and  at  a  meeting  of  delegates  from 
'  some  Councils  in  Otago  the  question  had  been 
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taken  up,  and  the  following  resolutions  had  heen 
passe  1 : — 

"  That  proTision  should  be  made  for  enabling 
Councils  to  construct  or  repair  any  district  road, 
bridge,  or  ferry  when  the  same  is  neglected  by 
the  Boad  Board  of  the  district,  and  to  deduct  the 
whole  or  any  portion  of  the  cost  of  such  repairs 
from  subsidies  due  to  or  receivable  by  such  Road 
Board." 

''That  power  should  be  given  to  Councils  to 
direct  upon  what  works  within  road  districts 
subsidies  should  be  expended." 

The  amending  Bill  seemed  to  meet  that  resolu- 
tion to  some  extent  by  subsections  7  and  8  of 
section  12.  There  had  been  a  conflict  in  Otago 
between  these  local  bodies  on  the  point,  and  also 
in  Canterbury,  he  believed.  The  Tuapeka  County 
Council  and  Road  Boards  had  disagreed,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  little  was  done.  So  far  as 
he  could  see,  the  4th  clause  of  this  Bill  was 
a  necessity,  and  he  thought  that  that  and  other 
clauses  were  the  outcome  of  the  conference  held 
in  Dunedin.  He  thought  the  Bill  should  be 
allowed  to  go  into  Committee,  and,  if  they  then 
found  it  would  be  an  impracticable  Bill,  it 
could  be  withdrawn.  He  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  Minister  for  Lands,  because  the  Bill  was 
criticised — as  he  (Mr.  Manders)  thought,  fairly 
criticised — thrt^aten  to  withdraw  it  on  the  plea 
that  there  was  a  dispute  as  to  its  parentage.  He 
could  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  that  some 
such  Bill  as  that  was  necessary,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  allowed  to  go  into  Committee. 

Mr.  VVOOLCOCK  remarked  that  a  great  deal 
had  been  said  about  the  failure  of  the  county  sys- 
tem, but  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  a  part  of  the 
colony  where  the  Counties  Act  had  been  brought 
into  full  operation,  and  where  it  was  working  ye  ry 
satisfactonly.  The  public  works  that  had  been 
done  in  that  district  under  the  Counties  Act 
were  far  in  excess  of  what  had  hitherto  been 
done  under.Pro?ineiaUsm.  There  had  been  some 
difficulties,  such  as  were  to  be  expected,  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  Act  had  worked  well,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  as  well  that  nothing  should 
be  done  in  the  way  of  amendment  till  another 
Tear,  when  the  effects  of  the  county  system  would 
be  more  marked.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would  not 
be  gone  on  with,  and  that  things  would  be 
allowed  to  remain  as  they  were  at  present. 

Mr.  ROWK  hoped  that  things  would  not  be 
mllowed  to  remain  as  they  were,  for  he  was 
aware  of  instances  in  which  very  great  injustice 
had  been  done,  was  still  being  done,  and  would 
continue  to  be  done  unle^is  there  were  some 
Amendments  made  in  the  Counties  Act.  He 
referred  especially  to  the  cose  of  Coromandel 
County.  In  that  county  there  was  one  riding 
containing  sixty  or  seyeniy  electors,  who  returned 
three  members,  while  another  riding,  which  con- 
tained fire  hundred  or  six  hundred  electors,  only 
returned  four  members.  The  Chairman  voted 
with  the  three  members,  and  therefore  the  Coun- 
ties Act  was  not  brought  into  operation,  mainly 
owing  to  the  representatiyes  of  sixty  or  seventy 
peop&.  Then,  again,  all  the  gold  fields  rerenue 
came  from  the  more  thickly  populated  riding,  but 
a  pfMt  of  it  was  spent  in  the  riding  which  had 


the  less  number  of  electors.  He  trusted  that 
during  the  present  session  some  provision  would 
be  moide  to  rectify  such  palpable  abuse  of  the 
system.  He  hoped  some  measure  would  be  in- 
troduced to  rectify  such  injustice  and  such  in- 
equ<(litie^.  The  Counties  Act  was,  as  a  whole, 
well  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  colony  if 
properly  carried  out,  but  still  there  were  some 
mistakes  which  required  to  be  rectified. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  that  the  Minister  for 
Lands  was  entirely  mistaken  in  saying  that  his 
(Mr.  Ormond's)  name  should  appear  at  the  head 
of  this  Bill,  and  was  also  mistaken  in  saying 
that  the  Bill  was  printed  before  the  lale  Govern- 
ment went  out  of  office.  He  never  saw  it,  neither 
did  he  furnish  any  of  the  data  upon  which  its 
provisions  were  based,  so  that  he  was  quite  at  a 
loss  to  understand  how  the  Bill  came  into  exist- 
ence, except  by  the  action  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. Some  of  its  clauses  were  founded  upon 
some  rough  notes  he  left  in  the  office  as  to  mat- 
ters that  required  attention.  He  also  thought 
that  the  Bill  might,  in  part,  be  founded  upon  re- 
presentations sent  in  by  the  various  local  bodies, 
which  representations  were  left  in  the  office  in  a 
confused  heap,  with  some  notes  written  on  them. 
That  was  the  only  recollection  he  had  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  never  seen  by  the  late  Government. 
He  remembered  that  after  the  present  Govern- 
ment went  into  office  Mr.  Lamach  asked  him  if 
he  knew  anything  of  the  amendment's  that  were 
intended  to  be  made  in  the  Public  Works  Act. 
He  told  the  honorable  gentleman  that  certain 
amendments  were  intended  to  be  made,  and  that, 
if  he  sent  him  the  draft  of  the  Bill,  he  would  be 
glad  to  go  over  it ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  send  him  the  draft,  and  he  never  saw  the 
Bill  until  it  was  placed  before  him  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  it  was  a  pity  the  Desti- 
tute Persons  ReUef  Act  was  not  in  force  in  the 
House,  for  a  more  gross  desertion  of  one's  off*- 
spring  he  never  saw  in  the  whole  course  of  hit 
life.  The  late  CK>veriiment  had  abandoned  their 
bantling,  and  given  it  the  cold  shoulder  in  the 
most  heartless  manner.  The  Bill,  he  believed, 
was  printed  before  the  present  Government  came 
into  office  :  at  any  rate,  it  was  in  existence  in 
complete  draft  form,  and  went  to  the  Printer 
without  authorization  from  the  present  Govern- 
ment. What  a  picture  this  disclosed  of  what 
the  past  administration  must  have  been  I  An  im- 
portant Bill  such  as  this  is  drawn  up  clause  by 
clause,  and  yet  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works  never  saw  it!  That  only  confirmed  the 
statement  made  in  the  House  and  the  country, 
that  for  years  past  they  had  been  governed  by 
Under  Secretaries.  Could  there  be  a  more  edify- 
ing spectacle  ?  An  important  measure  was  drawn 
up  by  the  Under  Secretary,  the  late  Minister  for 
Public  Works  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  it, 
and  some  of  his  colleagues  attacked  its  principal 
clauses.  He  could  not  entertain  the  proposal  to 
postpone  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  until  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  was  present,  as  the 
honorable  gentleman's  illness  was  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  he  could  not  be  present  for  a  week. 
However,  having  heard  the  arguments  used,  h^ 
had  come  to  the  conduaion  that  it  wo^ld  be  ^ 
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fairer  course  not  to  pats  the  Bill  tbrongli  Com- 
mittee that  afternoon,  but  to  allow  time  to  con- 
sult the  oflScers  of  the  department,  from  whom, 
it  appeared,  the  Bill  reallj  came,  and  we  how 
much  of  the  Bill  was  necessary,  as  the  Qorern- 
ment  had  no  desire  to  deal  in  experimental 
legislation.  With  regard  to  two  of  the  objec- 
tions taken,  he  might  say  that  no  great  mischief 
was  likely  to  result  from  the  operation  of  clau«e 
41.  It  was  a  fair  and  reasonable  power  to  exer- 
cise orer  tbe  Road  Boards.  Without  it  the 
county  system  would  get  into  a  state  of  great 
confusion.  It  was  a  power  which  had  been  used 
by  nearly  all  the  prorinces  to  control  the  Boad 
Boards,  and,  used  with  discretion,  it  was  a  very 
useful  power.  Without  such  a  power  the  moners 
to  be  given  from  the  Land  Fund  would  simply 
be  spent  in  making  roads  to  the  doors  of  the 
County  Councillors,  and  the  main  roads  would 
be  left  unfit  for  traffic.  With  some  modification, 
the  principle  was  a  good  one,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  pause  before  rejecting  it.  Still, 
having  regard  to  the  period  at  which  the  session 
had  arrired,  it  might  perhaps  be  wise  to  allow 
this  unclaimed  infant  to  go  abroad  until  next 
session,  in  order  that  the  Goremment  should  have 
time  to  deal  with  more  pressing  measures.  Un- 
lets he  was  advised  by  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment that  it  would  lead  to  public  inconvenience 
to  drop  the  Bill,  he  should  adopt  that  course. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  committed  on 
Thursday, 

Mr.  BEID  said  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  late 
Government  that  the  Bill  appeared  before  the 
House  without  parentage.  The  remarks  of  the 
Native  Minister  were  calculated  to  put  that  point 
in  rather  an  unfair  light.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber would  see  at  once,  if  he  reflected  upon  the 
matter,  how  unfair  it  would  be  to  charge  the  last 
Qovernment  with  the  responsibility  of  provisions 
hurriedly  prepared,  it  might  be,  by  the  perma- 
nent officers  of  the  department  on  data  furnished 
by  the  local  bodies  in  various  parts  of  the  colony. 
The  Bill  never  came  before  the  Cabinet,  where, 
as  tbe  honorable  gentleman  was  probably  aware, 
Bills  were  as  seriously  and  as  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed as  they  were  in  tbe  House,  and  it  would 
be  unfair  lo  say  that,  although  the  Bill  was  not 
drafted  by  the  late  6K)vemment  and  was  never 
considered  by  them,  they  should  be  held  respon- 
sible for  it.  It  was  the  members  of  the  present 
Ministry  who  were  guilty  of  not  performing  the 
act  of  parentage  towards  this  measure.  Tbe 
Minister  of  Justice  also  said  that  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill  disclosed  the  manner  in  which  the  govern- 
ment had  been  conducted  for  the  past  two  years, 
and  characterized  the  late  Government  as  a 
Gt>vernment  that  left  matters  to  the  control  of 
Under  Secretaries.  He  (Mr,  Held)  rather  thought 
it  disclosed  the  style  of  government  they  might 
expect  for  years  to  come,  when  they  saw  the 
Government  turn  round  upon  their  own  Bills 
and  say,  "We  are  not  responsible;  it  ii  the 
lata  Qt>vemment  who  are  to  blame.  We  have 
not  made  any  inquiry  to  decide  whether  any 
of  these  provisions  can  be  dispensed  with.  We 
Ur.iSh€0han 


wanted  some  measure  with  which  to  associate  oar 
name,  and  we  put  the  name  of  our  Minister  for 
Public  Works  at  the  head  of  this  Bill.  Surely 
you  will  assist  us  to  pass  it.'*  There  were,  how« 
ever,  some  clauses  in  the  Bill  to  which  he  strongly 
objected  :  in  fact,  he  failed  altoffcther  to  see  what 
necessity  there  was  for  the  41st  clause.  The 
argument  of  the  honorable  member  for  Tolara, 
that  the  same  clause  was  to  be  found  in  the 
existing  law,  was  a  very  good  reason  why  they 
should  not  pass  the  clause. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  this  clause  included 
Road  Boards. 

Mr.  BEID  said  he  wished  to  exclude  Road 
Boards,  and  that  was  why  the  provi»ion  should 
not  be  in  the  Bill.  It  was  a  most  objectionable 
clause,  and  ought  to  be  removed.  They  did  not 
wish  to  impose  upon  the  GK>vemment  the  necea- 
sity  of  interfering  with  purely  district  roads;  it 
was  the  main  roads  that  required  looking  after. 
But  the  provision  for  providing  means  from  the 
consolidated  revenue  was  very  different  in  the 
two  clauses.  In  this  Bill  the  Governor  had 
power,  in  the  first  instance,  to  take  money  from 
the  consolidated  revenue,  and  afterwards  to  de- 
duct it  from  the  subsidies.  But  he  might  take 
four  times  the  amount  required  from  the  sub- 
sidies. The  law,  os  it  stood,  said  this :  "  The 
cost  of  maintaining  such  bridge,  ferry,  or  ford 
may  be  recovered  in  eqiuil  moieties  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government  from  the  counties  on  either 
side  of  the  river."  It  did  not  give  power  to 
take  the  money  from  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
The  Gbvernment  might  take  it  from  the  aub- 
sidies,  and  from  nothing  else.  That  was  the 
distinction  between  the  two  clauses,  and  it  waa 
an  important  distinction.  It  was  unfair  to  say 
that  the  late  Gk>vemment  had  had  the  Bill  under 
consideration.  If  that  had  been  the  case  they 
would  have  modified  some  and  would  have  struck 
out  many  of  the  clauses;  but  they  were  in  no 
way  responsible  for  it.  The  present  Government 
found  the  material  in  their  offices,  and  they  most 
hold  themselves  respon6ibJ^  for  it.  If  they  did 
not  approve  of  the  Bill  they  should  not  have 
brought  it  forward. 

Mr.  GIBBS  referred  to  the  clauses  which  re- 
lated to  altering  and  stopping  roads,  and  said 
there  was  one  subsection  in  cUuse  12  to  which 
he  took  very  great  exception,  because  it  gave  the 
Resident  Magistrate  a  power  which  he  (Mr.  Gibbs) 
thought  he  should  not  have,  llie  appeal,  in  the 
first  place,  was  to  be  confirmed  by  the  County 
Council,  but,  in  the  event  of  the  County  Act  not 
being  in  operation,  the  Road  Board  would  take 
the  position  of  the  County  Council.  He  objected 
very  strongly  to  the  Resident  Magistrate  taking 
the  place  of  the  County  Council.  It  was  pro> 
bable,  however,  that  the  Gt>vernment  would  in- 
troduce some,  amendment  in  the  amended  Coun- 
lies  Act  which  they  were  going  to  bring  down, 
which  would  remove  that  objection. 

Mr.  J.  £.  BROWN  understood  the  Miniater  of 
Justice  to  say  that  he  would  take  charge  of  the 
Bill,  in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  make  full  inquiries  aa  to  what 
would  be  the  probable  effects  of  the  BiU.    There 
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was  nofc  a  Road  Board  in  the  colony  which  would 
be  satisfied,  or  which  would  carry  out  the  law,  if 
it  were  thought  that  so  much  power  would  be 
given  to  the  Governor.  Under  this  Bill  the 
Governor  had  the  power  to  order  the  Road 
Boards  to  do  certain  work,  and,  if  they  did  not 
do  it,  he  could  get  it  done  and  pay  for  it  out  of 
the  consolidated  revenue.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  this  was  a  most  dangerous  power  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor.  This  was  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  moment,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  honorable  member,  when  the  Bill  was 
in  Committee,  would  be  prepared  to  make  very 
groat  alterations  in  it. 

Sir  G.  GRBY  wished  to  make  one  or  two 
remarks  in  connection  with  this  Bill.  He  would 
first  address  himself  to  the  observations  which 
had  been  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti.  That  honorable  gentleman  seemed 
to  think  that  the  present  Bill  would  be  a  de- 
structive measure.  He  (Sir  G.  Grey)  would  point 
out  that  it  was  customary  for  a  new  Government 
to  take  up  the  work  of  the  Gbvemment  which  had 
gone  out  of  office.  A  new  Government  frequently 
found  that  certain  measures  had  been  framed  on 
the  advice  of  the  permanent  staff,  and  those 
measures  they  almost  invariably  took  up,  espe- 
cially when  the  end  of  the  sesnon  was  approach- 
ing. He  would  give  one  well-known  example  of 
what  he  meant.  When  the  Constitution  Act, 
under  which  they  were  all  sitting  in  that  House, 
bad  been  agreed  upon  by  Lord  Grey  and  the 
authorities  of  this  country,  and  it  was  ^bout  to 
be  introduced  into  the  Imperial  Parliament,  the 
Ministry  of  which  Lord  Grey  was  a  member  were 
turned  out  of  office.  Their  successors,  however, 
took  up  the  measure,  and  got  it  passed,  the  prin- 
cipal alteration  they  made  in  it  being  that  there 
should  be  a  nominated  Upper  House  instead  of 
an  elective  one.  That  rule  was  usually  followed 
in  Legislatures,  and  the  present  Ministry  had 
followed  it.  They  had  taken  up  the  measures  of 
their  predecessors,  because  they  thought  that  in 
doing  so  they  were  acting  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  colony.  The  late  Government 
were  quite  correct  in  saying  that  this  Public  Works 
Bill  was  not  printed  by  them.  He  had  made 
inquiries,  and  found  that  it  was  not  printed  dur- 
ing their  term  of  office.  The  Bill  was  prepared 
by  the  Crown  Law  Officers  before  the  present 
Government  took  office,  and  it  was  sent  down 
to  the  Government  Printer  with  the  following 
note  :  **  Mr.  Didsbury,  —  Revise  and  print  for 
distribution.— C.  O.  ROBENBEBG.  15/11/77."  It 
was,  therefore,  printed  since  the  present  Govern- 
ment took  office,  and  the  members  of  the  late  Go- 
vern ment  were  correct  in  saying  that  it  was  not 
printed  by  thenr.  The  present  GKovernment  had 
ibllowed  the  constitutional  rule  in  regard  to  the 
measures  of  their  predecessors,  and  they  had 
always  adopted  them  when  they  thought  they 
would  be  consulting  the  interests  of  the  public 
by  BO  doing. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  was  pleased  that  the  Premier  had  made  that 
explanation.  He  would  point  out,  however,  that 
Bills  were  sent  to  the  Printing  Office  by  the 
Minister  having  charge  of  the  preparation  of 


the  measure,  and  were  afterwards  considered  in 
Cabinet.  It  frequently  happened  that  a  Bill 
was  sent  from  the  Crown  Law  Office  to  the 
Cabinet,  where  it  was  greatly  altered  by  Minis- 
ters, because  the  heads  of  departments  and 
Ministers  often  looked  at  a  thing  from  two  very 
different  points  of  view.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  Premier  confess  that  the  Bill  was  not^  pre- 
pared by  the  late  Government,  and  that  his  col- 
leagues had  been  making  misstatements. 

Sir  G.  GREY  did  not  think  that  Bills  usually 
went  into  the  Cabinet  from  the  Crown  Law  Office. 
He  believed  that,  when  such  a  Bill  as  this  was 
required,  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment consulted  his  colleagues  and  stated  to  them 
the  general  outline  of  the  Bill ;  end,  if  his  col- 
leagues took  no  objection  to  it,  the  Crown  Law 
Officers  were  instructed  to  prepare  the  Bill  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Government. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  moved,  That  certain  Orders 
of  the  day,  including  the  recommittal  of  the 
Land  Bill,  be  postponed,  in  order  to  take  the  Maori 
Real  Estate  Management  Bill  and  the  Native 
Land  Bill. 

Mr.  REID. — I  would  suggest  that  it  would  be 
very  desirable  to  take  up  the  Land  Bill  and  dis- 
pose of  it.  There  are  only  some  trifling  matters 
to  be  considered  when  it  is  recommitted,  and,  in 
fact,  I  think  the  recommittal  might  very  well 
have  been  dispensed  with,  and  the  amendments 
made  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  If 
the  honorable  member  desires  to  faAve  this  Bill 
passed,  as  he  professes,  he  should  hasten  its  pas- 
sage through  this  House.  We  have  spent  two 
nights  over  the  Estimates,  and,  if  we  had  sent  up 
thjJs  Bill  to  the  Legislative  Council,  that  Hoi^^e 
could  have  been  considering  it  while  we  were 
going  on  with  the  Estimates,  with  which  they 
have  nothing  to  do.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  is 
not  intended  to  give  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  time  to  consider  this  Bill,  it  has  been 
postponed  so  often. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  I  admire  my  honorable 
friend's  soUcitude  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  but 
he  ought  to  bear  in  mind  that,  the  whole  of  the 
land  policy  having  been  changed,  important  altera- 
tions will  have  to  be  made  in  the  Bill.  We  are 
now  proposing  to  deal  with  the  Land  Fund  as 
colonial  revenue,  and  to  classify  the  land  through- 
out the  colony,  and  we  cannot  pass  the  Bill  in  its 
present  shape  until  we  see  how  it  will  fit  in  with 
these  proposals.  It  may  be  said  that  we  ought 
to  have  had  the  details  of  our  proposals  down 
before  now ;  but  I  can  only  say  that  we  have  been 
working  almost  day  and  night  to  get  the  business 
forward.  This  is  a  period  of  the  session  when 
honorable  members  are  very  solicitous  about 
their  constituents,  and,  having  a  recollection  of 
promises  that  have  been  made,  are  taking  care 
that  they  are  not  overlooked  or  neglected.  The 
consequence  is  that  the  members  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  are  worked  like  pack-horses.  I  Can  assure 
the  honorable  member  that  there  is  no  intention 
to  allow  this  Bill  to  drift  off  the  Order  Paper, 
and  if  it  is  found  inconsistent  with  our  proposalf, 
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and  we  have  to  drop  it,  we  shall  saj  eo  openly. 
In  asking  for  its  postponement  this  evening,  we 
are  influenced  simply  by  tlie  fact  that  we  have 
not  yet  had  time  to  consider  how  far  it  will 
coincide  with  our  proposals. 

Mr.  E£ES.  —  On  several  occasions  Ministers 
have  been  pushed  to  bring  down  this  Bill,  and  on 
one  occasion  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri 
said  they  did  not  intend  to  proceed  with  it.  As 
has  been  shown  by  the  Native  Minister,  the  Bill 
must  be  affected  in  some  of  its  vital  points  by  the 
proposals  which  the  Government  ha?e  brought 
forward  in  the  Financial  Statement.  The  chief 
principle  laid  down  in  that  Statement  is  the  colo* 
niulizationof  the  Land  Fund,  which,  if  carried  into 
effect,  must  greatly  influence  the  structure  of  this 
Bill ;  and  therefore  the  question  may  very  well  be 
postponed  until  the  other  Bills  on  the  Paper  are 
disposed  of.  If  honorable  members  will  consider 
that  one  of  the  Ministers  is  ill  in  bed,  and  that 
the  others  have  been  very  much  pressed  by  mo- 
tions made  in  this  House,  they  will  see  that  it  is 
only  reasonable  timt  this  measure  should  be  put 
ofi'  for  a  day  or  so.  There  is  plenty  of  work  to 
go  on  with,  and  I  think  the  House  would  hardly 
venture,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  to  force  on  the 
reading  of  a  Bill  which  must  be  influenced  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  proposals  of  the  Government. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  question  now  under 
consideration  seems  to  me  to  be  the  question  of 
the  session.  It  involves  not  only  the  question  of 
the  Land  Fund,  not  only  the  question  of  whether 
those  honorable  gentlemen  are  sincere  in  what 
they  say  they  are  going  to  do,  but  it  also  involves 
the  locking  up  of  the  whole  of  the  lands  of  the 
colony,  if  the  proposals  are  not  carried  out.  I 
must  confess  that  I  never  hstened  to  anything — 
not  even  the  Financial  Statement  —  with  more 
astonishment  than  I  did  to  the  speech  of  the 
Native  Minister,  because,  if  he  is  going  to  bring 
down  »  Bill  to  equalize  the  price  of  land  all  over 
the  colony,  and  classify  it,  I  tell  him  it  will  take 
him  two  months  to  do  that ;  and  it  is  absolutely 
certain  that  we  shall  have  to  borrow  this  year,  to 
make  up  our  consolidated  revenue,  at  least  half  a 
million,  if  that  proposition  is  carried  out.  That 
is  absolutely  certain,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
it  would  be  much  better  for  us  to  adjourn  the 
House  for  two  or  three  days  to  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  prepare  their  measures  and  submit 
them  for  the  consideration  of  the  House.  It  is 
a  waste  of  time  going  on  with  the  consideration 
of  these  comparatively  small  matters  when  the 
whole  prosperity  of  the  colony  is  jeopardized  by 
the  course  we  are  now  taking.  I  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  consider  for  a  moment  wlyit 
the  statement  he  has  made  to-night  means.  It 
means  that,  if  we  are  to  have  an  equal  land  law, 
it  wiU  be  impossible  to  get  more  than  a  very  small 
Land  Fund  this  year  at  all ;  therefore  it  fallows, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  deficit  which  I 
have  shown,  and  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
Statement  has  shown,  amounting  to  a  quarter  of 
a  million,  will  be  increased,  and  we  shall  have 
to  borrow  perhaps  half  a  million  for  the  purpose 
of  making  both  ends  meet.  I  ask  the  Govern- 
ment seriously  to  consider  the  lateness  of  the 
■esiiou,  and  the  impo^sibiiity  of  bringing  im- 
J/r.  Hh^ehan 


portant  Bills  f(»r?rard.  I  do  not  wish  to  Uune 
them ;  but  every  one  of  us  who  has  an  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  colony  must  feel  that  tbt 
position  is  serious,  and  I  ask  them  to  agree  to 
the  adjournment  and  consider  what  it  to  be  done. 
Therefore  I  move,  That  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ till  half-past  seven  o'clock  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  SH££HAN. — I  might  remind  the  hono^ 
able  member  that  to-morrow  is  a  private  mem- 
bers' day. 

Mr.  BE  L  AUTOUB.— It  seems  to  me  there  his 
been  a  breach  of  faith  somewhere.  I  understood 
that  there  was  an  engagement  between  the  Oppo- 
sition and  the  Government  that  the  debate  on 
the  Native  policy  was  to  be  taken  to-night.  In 
fact,  I  came  here  expecting  to  hear  the  promised 
speech  of  the  honomble  member  for  Olive,  and 
was  in  anticipation  of  a  great  treat ;  and  I  am 
sorry  that  his  leader  shoiUd  have  interfered  with 
that  arrangement. 

.  Mr.  STOUT.— I  cannot  understand  why  private 
members  who  have  business  on  the  Paper  are  to 
be  deprived  of  their  Wednesday.  This  is  iht 
second  occasion  upon  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  has  taken  this  course,  and  I  can- 
not understand  the  reason  for  surh  action,  unless 
it  is  that  they  wish  to  strangle  the  Native  Mar> 
nages  Validation  Bill  or  the  South  Bakaia  Bead 
Board  Bill  No.  2.  On  Saturday  afternoon  we 
saw  them  talking  against  time,  and  to-night  tbej 
raise  a  question  about  the  Land  Bill.  Wliat  does 
it  mean  ?  Sir,  it  simply  means  this :  that  the 
Opposition  wish  to  shelve  the  financial  propoials 
of  the  Government  for  this  session.  That  is  the 
whole  object.  Do  not  let  honorable  members 
labour  under  any  misapprehension.  If  the  two 
Bills  are  not  to  be  considered  together,  and  if 
honorable  gentlemen  who  are  supporting  the 
generalization  of  the  Land  Fund  support  the 
honorable  member  tor  Egmont  in  this  attempt  to 
force  the  Land  Bill  down  our  throats,  tliey  will 
lose  the  Land  Fund.  I  might  understand  this 
action  if  we  had  no  business  to  go  on  with,  bat 
we  have  more  than  enough  to  last  us  tonight 
I  can  only  characterize  the  action  of  the  Opposi- 
tion as  obstructive  action. 

Mr.  LUMSDEN.— The  speech  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  quite 
convinces  me  that  the  Government  have  no  in- 
tention of  passing  the  Land  Bill.  I  have  felt 
that  all  along,  but  I  am  more  certain  now  on  the 
point  than  I  was  before.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man talks  about  forcing  the  Land  Bill  down  bis 
throat.  Why,  there  is  no  honorable  member  who 
has  taken  a  greater  interest  in  passing  the  Bill; 
yet  he  tells  us  that  we  are  forcing  the  Land  Bill 
down  his  throat!  Unless  the  House  makes  a 
stand  I  feel  convinced  there  is  no  hope  of  the 
Land  Bill  passing.  I  feel  more  interek  in  that 
measure  than  in  any  other  introduced  this  sessioD, 
and  I  am  very  desirous  of  seeing  it  passed  here, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House.  I  do  not  see  why 
that  could  not  be  done,  and  the  amendments  in* 
sorted  in  the  other  House  and  sent  back  to  us 
for  approval.  Surely  the  amendments  can  easily 
be  made  so  as  to  make  the  Bill  fit  in  with  t}»9 
new  policy.  That  could  not  take  manv  half- 
hours.    It  could  be  done  if  it  wag  desired  to  bo 
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done,  and  this  House  slioald  insist  upon  that 
course  being  talcen.  Certainly  I  will  take  any 
steps  open  to  me  to  secure  tbat  end,  though  I  do 
not  like  to  obstruct  the  business.  I  hope  the 
GoTemment  "will  agree  to  go  on  with  the  Land 
Bill,  settle  the  Southland  question  upon  which 
we  were  engaged  the  other  night,  bnng  in  the 
new  clauses,  and  let  the  whole  matter  be  disponed 
of  as  far  as  this  House  is  concerned. 

Mr.  REID. — I  hope  this  will  not  be  treated  as 
a  party  question,  and  I  can  assure  this  House 
that  in  drawing  attention  to  the  matter  of  the 
Land  Bill  I  am  not  doing  so  with  a  Tiew  to 
party  action.  I  belieye  the  honorable  member 
the  Minister  of  Justice  desires  that  the  Bill 
shall  be  proceeded  with,  because  he  has  assured 
mo  it  is  so.  Tho  reason  given  for  the  delay  is 
that  the  financial  arrangements  proposed  by  the 
(}oTernment  will  afiept  the  price  of  the  land, 
because  they  wish  to  have  a  classification  of  and 
a  uniform  price  for  land  all  over  the  colony. 
But  I  would* point  out  this:  that  if  it  is  pro- 
posed to  stop  all  land  sales  until  the  land  is 
classified  he  must  remember  that  it  will  take 
many  months  before  there  can  be  any  classifi- 
cation of  the  land.  It  will  take  six  months  to 
accomplish  that ;  and  what  I  would  suggest  is, 
that  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  should  be 
passed  pretty  much  as  it  stands,  and  that  another 
bill  should  bo  passed  enabling  tlie  Governor  to  fix 
a  time  at  which  the  classification  shall  bo  made, 
and  to  alter  the  price  of  the  laud.  That  would 
allow  of  this  Bill  being  at  once  sent  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  would  remind 
him  that  the  whole  body  of  this  Bill  will  apply 
to  any  classification  that  may  be  established. 
The  only  part  that  would  require  striking  out 
or  alteration  would  be  the  appendices,  which  fix 
the  different  prices  of  land  in  different  parts  of 
the  colony.  1  su(;gest  that  as  a  plan  whereby  wc 
can  pass  this  Bill  without  interfering  -with  the 
policy  of  the  Government.  In  no  other  way  can 
we  secure  that  this  Bill  shall  be.  passed  into  law 
dunng  this  session,  because  it  is  not  possible  to 
classify  the  land  for  at  least  three  or  six  months. 
The  question  of  classification  alone  is  a  large  one, 
and  then  you  have  a  very  difficult  task  before 
vou  to  get  men  who  are  capable  of  the  ytork.  I 
hope  these  remarks  may  have  some  effect  on  the 
honorable  gentleman.  As  to  the  adjournment  of 
the' House  to-night,  I  see  no  necessity  for  it. 
I  think  we  hare  business  enough  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  we  ought  to  go  on  with  that.  Still, 
I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  is  asking  too 
much  of  ns  to  postpone  the  Land  Bill  any  longer. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  I  think  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  tho  honorable  gentleman  should 
discuss  a  Bill  not  before  the  House,  and  I  think 
he  is  labouring  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  Government.  I  do  not  know,  but 
I  do  not  think  their  proposals  would  make  any 
alteration  in  tho  land  sales  until  the  end  of  this 
year.  Very  likely  the  classification  might  not 
be  complete  then,  but  I  can  easily  understand 
that  they  can  ascertain  the  value  of  the  land  by 
putting  it  up  to  auction.  It  does  not  need  Go- 
vernment surveyors  to  go  round  the  country  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  find  out  what  price 


would  be  given  for  the  land.  Then  my  hbnor- 
able  friend  the  member  for  Egmont  says  we 
shall  hare  to  borrow  half  a  million  to  make  up 
the  deficit  if  we  adopt  some  system  of  which  he 
evidently  knows  nothing.  He  says  that,  what- 
ever system  the  Government  propose,  we  shall 
require  to  borrow  half  a  million  of  money.  That 
was  assertion.  Where  is  the  proof?  Tho  fact 
is,  the  honorable  gentleman  was  simply  sawing 
the  air.  Tho  adjournment  of  the  House  would 
simply  stop  the  public  business,  and  no  doubt 
the  honorable  gentleman's  obstructiveness  will 
bo  appreciated  by  the  country. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  now  told  us  what  has  been  currently 
reported  in  the  lobbies  by  those  gentlemen  who 
circle  round  the  Government  benches,  and  who 
are  said  to  bo  in  a  transition  state.  He  has  given 
utterance  in  the  House  to  what  is  commonly  re- 
ported outside,  that  the  Government  are  going  to 
put  up  the  land  to  auction  at  a  certain  price,  in- 
stead of  classifying  it  as  wasstated  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to 
accept  suggestions  of  this  kind  from  the  honorable 
member  tor  Aka'roa  or  any  other  honorable  mem- 
ber until  they  ttike  their  seats  on  the  Government 
benches ;  but  I  assure  the  Government  that  a 
very  great  amount  of  anxiety  prevails  in  regard 
to  thi^  matter.  Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of 
the  proposals  they  intend  to  bring  down,  they 
must  adntit,  when  they  tell  us  that  we  are  to  be 
dispersed  in  four  or  five  days,  that  the  anxiety  of 
the  Otago  and  Canterbury  members  is  not  with- 
out reason.  The  greatest  admini^^trative  revolu- 
tion that  has  taken  place  in  the  colony  for  many 
years  is  now  about  to  take  place ;  for,  in  addition 
to  a  change  in  the  appropriation  of  the  Land 
Fund,  we  are  threatened  with  a  change  in  the 
land  law  which,  I  venture  to  think,  will  be  re- 
garded in  the  Province  of  Canterbury  with  the 
greatest  apprehension.  I  am  aware  that  the 
greatest  apprehension  prevails  in  that  province 
with  regard  to  the  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  I  only  ask  the  Government  to  give  us  some 
definite  understanding  as  to  their  proposals  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  We  are  told  that 
the  bringing  forward  of  the  Land  Bill  depends 
upon  whether  their  policy  is  accepted.  If  they 
could  only  bring  down  the  Bill  which  is  to  em- 
body their  policy,  as  distinct  from  thi^  Land  Bill, 
we  should  be  relieved  from  our  anxiety.  I  think 
we  should  now  listen  to  the  Native  Minister  as 
to  what  he  is  going  to  do  with  regard  to  Native 
matters,  and  we  shall  listen  with  interest;  but 
the  Government  cannot  feel  surprised  at  the 
anxiety  of  honorable  members,  for  the  Financial 
Statement  is  the  most  unsatisfactory  Statement 
I  ever  heard  delivered  in  this  House.  We  were 
told,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government  were  rendered  necessary  by 
the  financial  exigencies  of  the  colony,  and  then 
the  Minister  for  Lands  says  that  this  is  not 
taking  the  Land  Fund  from  the  localities  to 
I  generalize  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony,  but 
!  that  it  is  to  save  for  the  localities  20  per  cent. 
•  that  they  are  not  now  getting.  On  the  whole, 
j  the  position  is  as  unsatisfactory  as  it  can  be. 
I      Sir  G.  GREY.— The  policy  pursued  towards 
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Of  recenUy  has  been  continually  to  denj  that  we 
are  going  to  do  eome  paHicular  thing,  and  thus 
to  trj  to  hurry  us  to  instantaneous  action  regard- 
ing it.  The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  ex- 
pressed a  firm  belief  that  there  was  to  be  no 
Financial  Statement ;  but  the  Financial  State- 
ment wos  made  as  soon  as  the  pressure  of  public 
business  would  allow  of  it-s  being  made.  It  is 
said  now  that  we  are  not  going  to  bring  down 
any  proposals  with  regard  to  the  laud,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  has  been  good 
enough  to  sketch  out  the  policy  x>f  the  Govern- 
ment. I  would  ask  the  House  to  wait  patiently. 
Our  Land  Bill  will  be  brought  down  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  but  we  are  not  to  be  hurried 
into  bringing  down  immature  proposals.  We 
hare  a  right  to  ask  for  time  to  prepare  our 
measures  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  country.  Impatience  is  not  fair  to 
us,  and  it  cannot  be  productive  of  good. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment realizes  the  anxiety  which  exists  on  this 
subject,  not  only  in  the  House,  but  throughout 
the  country.  I  confess  to  a  still  greater  feeling 
of  anxiety  since  I  heard  an  honorable  gentleman 
who  is  in  the  confidence  of  the  Government 
make  some  remarks  which  convey  the  idea  that 
the  whole  of  the  land  throughout  the  colony  is  to 
be  put  up  to  auction.  Not  only  have  we  had 
a  complete  revolution  in  the  method  of  dealing 
with  the  land  revenue,  but  we  are  now  threatened 
with  a  revolution  in  the  manner  of  dealing  with 
the  lands— a  revolution  that  will  upset  land  laws 
which  have  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  from 
the  time  they  were  first  instituted.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  nothing  will  create  greater  discontent  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  Canterbury  than  a  pro- 
posal to  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  free  selec- 
tion. Throughout  the  history  of  that  province, 
the  greatest  boon,  the  right  which  the  people  have 
always  insisted  upon,  was  the  right  to  select  land 
where  they  liked  at  a  fixed  price ;  and  if  a  sudden 
attempt  is  made  to  put  the  land  up  to  auction, 
and  throw  it  into  the  hands  of  those  who  can 
aflbrd  to  give  the  biggest  prices,  there  will  be 
such  an  amount  of  indignation  as  has  never  found 
vent  before.  I  know,  also,  tliat  the  same  feeling 
will  be  raised  in  Otago  if  the  Land  Bill  now  be- 
fore the  House  is  not  passed,  because  the  people 
of  that  district  are  aware  that  that  Bill  embraces 
principles  which  will  promote  the  settlement  of 
the  country.  I  think  that  we  should  not  go 
further  in  the  direction  of  amending  the  land 
law  this  year  than  that  Bill  proposes.  I  have 
DO  faith  whatever  in  the  suggestion  that  we  are 
going  to  have  a  Bill  providing  uniformity  of 
system  that  will  please  every  one.  We  have  for 
two  years  discussed  the  question  of  amending  the 
land  law,  and,  after  a  great  amount  of  debate,  wc 
have  all  but  passed  a  measure  which  will  consoli- 
date the  law,  which  will  give  general  satisfaction, 
and  which  will  go  as  near  to  providinga  uniform 
land  law  as  we  can  go  at  present.  Yet  we  are 
put  off  from  day  to  day  when  we  desire  to  dis- 
pose finally  of  the  BUI,  and  not  the  slightest 
hint  is  given  by  the  Government  os  to  what  their 
proposals  are  to  he.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the 
anxiety  expressed  in  this  House  and  outside  wiU 
Sir  O,  Grey 


become  more  intense,  and  that  throughout  the 
colony,  particularly  in  the  South  Island,  great  in- 
dignation will  be  expressed  if  this  question  b 
delayed  any  longer. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— Sir,  I  am  only  going  to  make 
a  very  few  remarks  on  this  subject.  I  was  verj 
much  struck  by  the  anxiety  displared  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  in  reference  to  mj 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Akaroa.  That 
honorable  gentleman  said  my  honorable  fnend 
seemed  to  him  to  be  hovering  round  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  Well,  I  do  not  wonder  at  the 
ambition  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  nor  do  I 
wonder  that  he  and  others,  feel  their  disappoint- 
ment keenly.  But,  Sir,  the  honorable  member 
for  Avon  reminded  me  very  forcibly  that  a  few 
weeks  ago  I  noticed  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  hovering  around  your  chair,  and  I  was 
inclined  to  think  at  the  time  that  he  had  some 
design  upon  it.  However,  we  all  hare  to  put  up 
with  disappointments,  and  should  be  resigned  to 
our  fate.  I  have  been  struck  with  the  difiereut 
views  expressed  by  two  or  three  gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House  who  have  shown 
their  anxiety  for  this  Land  Bill.  The  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  has  declared  it  to  be  neces- 
sary that  we  should  adjourn  for  three  or  foor 
days  in  order  that  the  Government  might  have 
time  to  prepare  certain  amendments  which  re- 
quire to  be  made  in  the  Bill.  He  declared  that 
it  was  necessary  to  adjourn  because  when  the 
Bill  came  before  us  it  would  take  two  months  to 
pass  it  into  law.  The  honorable  member  for  In- 
vercargill  also  expressed  his  anxiety  about  this 
measure,  but  he  differed  somewhat  from  his  chief, 
because  he  thought  that,  instead  of  taking  two 
months,  the  whole  thing  could  be  settled  in  half 
an  hour.  Then  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  thought  it  could  be  done  in  a  month :  bat 
all  three  agreed  that  an  adjournment  of  three 
or  four  days  was  necessary.  I  do  not  tliink 
there  is  any  necessity  for  the  adjournment.  To* 
morrow  will  be  a  private  members*  day,und  the 
Government  will  doubtless  have  time  to  prepare 
their  amendments.  After  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment desire  it,  I,  for  one,  shoidd  not  oppose  an 
adjournment  till  Monday,  and  the  Government 
would  then  have  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturdaj 
lo  consider  the  matter.  I  think  that  would  he 
ample  time. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— The  motion  of  my  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Egmont  has  answered  the 
object  he  had  in  view — namely,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  position  in  which  mat- 
ters stand.  The  position  is  this :  Above  a  month 
ago  the  Premier  said, — 

"  We  have,  however,  clearly  ascertained  onr 
position.  We  had  devised  a  scheme  of  finance 
which  I  hoped  we  could  have  presented  to  the 
House  early  next  week.  I  believe  that  system 
of  finance  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  the 
House.** 

But  the  Government  have  not  yet  placed  their 
proposals  before  us,  and,  though  five  or  six  week« 
have  elapsed,  they  say  more  time  is  wanted ;  and 
when  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for  the 
Taieri  urges  the  GoTcrnment  to  proceed  with  the 
Land  Bill,  in  which  he  takes  a  great  interest,  he 
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is  told  that  the  Goremment  have  not  jet  made 
up  their  minds  with  regard  to  if,  and  that  they 
cannot  go  on  with  it  because  important  amend- 
ments  require  lo  be  made  in  it,  which  amend- 
ments they  have  not  yet  had  time  to  prepare. 
The  motion  of  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Egmont  was  not  in  the  direction  of  obstruc- 
tion. It  merely  said  to  the  Q-overnment,  **If 
you  want  more  time,  talce  it ;  but  do  not  put  off 
the  bringing  down  of  your  proposals  until  it  is 
too  late  for  the  House  to  consider  them."  It  is 
the  convictioD  of  honorable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  that  the  GoTemment  are  delaying 
bringing  down  their  proposals  until  the  House 
diesoiTes  itself.  I  say  that  these  things  -are  too 
important  to  be  put  off  any  longer.  When  the 
Government  tell  us  one  day  that  they  hope  to 
prorogue  this  House  next  week,  and  then  soon 
afterwards  inform  us  that  their  proposals  will 
not  be  ready  for  two  or  three  days  yet,  they  are 
acting  inconsistently,  and  are  not  doing  their 
duty  to  the  colony.  It  is  their  duty  to  the 
colony  to  see  that  important  matters  of  this  sort 
receive  proper  consideration.  It  is  not  right  to 
say  that  this  House  should  wind  up  its  business 
within  two  or  three  days  afler  they  nave  brought 
down  their  proposals.  My  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Egmont  is  not  going  to  press  for  an 
adjournment.  It  is  for  the  Government  to  say 
whether  they  desire  time  or  not.  I  do  earnestly 
urge  upon  them  that  it  is  their  duty  to  bring 
down  their  proposals  at  once. 

Mr.  MACFABLANE.— Sir.  of  all  the  mon^ 
etrous  proposals  I  ever  heard  in  this  House,  this 
one  for  an  adjournment  is  the  worst.  Why 
should  we  adjourn  when  there  is  plenty  of  busi- 
ness to  be  done  ?  Pray  let  us  go  on  with  the 
business.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not  be  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  think  this  motion  oueht 
to  be  withdrawn,  for  undoubtedly  enough  has 
been  said  regarding  the  matter  already.  There 
teems  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  between  honor- 
able members  as  to  the  importance  of  the  pro- 
posals which  the  Government  intend  to  bring 
down.  I  understood  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  to  say  that  these  proposals  would  amount 
•  to  nothing,  while  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
says  they  are  about  the  most  important  that  ever 
came  before  Parliament.  Whom  are  we  t  o  believe 
—the  honorable  member  for  Clive  or  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont?  As  regards  the  ques- 
tioa  of  adjournment,  I  say  there  is  no  nece6»ity 
for  adjourning.  To-morrow  being  a  private  mem- 
bers' day,  we  shall  have  time  to  consider  the 
matter,  and  prepare  our  proposals.  I  think  it  is 
unfair.for  honorable  gentlemen  t  >  press  us  in  this 
way,  especially  on  questions  of  finance,  when  my 
honorable  -  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  so 
ill  that  he  cannot  be  present.  I  think  that, 
tinder  the  circumstances,  the  Opposition  should 
not  act  as  they  have  done  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter.    I  hope  the  motion  will  be  withdrawn. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  be  happy  to  with- 
draw mj  amendment. 

Motion  for"  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
withdrawn,  Mr.  Sheehan's  motion  agreed  to,  and 
Orders  of  the  day  postponed. 

VOL.  X2CVir.-65. 


NATIVE  AFFAIKS. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN — Sir,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Maori  Real  Estate  Management 
Bill,  I  have  to  say  that  it  is  very  gratifying  to  me 
to  know  that  the  Statement  on  Native  Affairs 
which  I  made  a  few  nifhts  ago  has  met  with  so 
much  favour  in  the  House  and  throughout  the 
counti^.  There  has  been  one  accusation  made 
regarding  which  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words.  It 
has  been  said  that  my  Statement  was  based  upon 
the  policy  of  a  predecessor  of  mine  in  the  same 
department,  and  I  will  now  point  out  wherein 
my  policy  differs  from  that  of  the  Government 
referred  to.  The  views  set  forth  in  my  Statement 
were  not,  I  say,  stolen  from  anybody.  They  are 
the  Tiews  that  I  have  held  for  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years.  I  expressed  the  greater  portion  of 
them  in  1873,  when  the  Native  Land  Bill  was  un- 
der consideration.  I  opposed  the  second  reading  of 
that  Bill,  I  opposed  it  in  Committee  for  several 
days,  and  I  opposed  its  third  reading.  I  fought 
against  it,  in  fact,  single-liand^,  and  on  that 
occasion  I  put  forward  the  same  views  that  I 
stated  a  few  nights  ago.  For  my  own  part,  no 
amount  of  party  feeling,  no  considerations  of  party, 
whether  I  was  in  the  Opposition  or  in  the  Govern- 
ment, would  for  a  moment  so  far  blind  me  to 
the  instincts  of  justice  and  generosity  as  to  pre- 
Tent  my  giving  to  a  political  opponent  that  merit 
which  is  due  to  him.  Therefore  I  feel  no  com- 
punction in  according  to  the  late  Native  Minis- 
ter every  credit  for  what  he  has  done.  Look- 
ing at  the  fact  that  he  has  served  the  colony  for 
a  very  long  time,  looking  at  the  many  bene- 
ficial results  which  flowed  from  his  policy,  I  felt 
bound  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  any  reference 
to  his  administration  which  might  tend  to  show 
that  I  did  not  give  him  all  the  credit  that  be 
deserved.  It  may  be  in  consequence  of  that  that 
the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  had  adopted  many  of  the 
views  of  my  predecessor.  I  shall  now  refer  briefly 
to  the  present  Bill,  and  to  two  other  BUls  refer- 
ring to  Native  matters,  one  of  which  is  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  to-night,  and  the  other  for  to- 
morrow ;  and  I  think  that  the  discussion  which 
takes  place  on  the  Bill  now  before  us  will  suffice 
for  all  three.  The  particular  Bill  now  before  us 
proposes  to  get  over  a  serious  difficulty  in  con- 
nection with  the  completion  of  our  land  pur- 
chases in  the  North  Island.  With  many  of  these 
blocks  of  land,  difficulties  have  arisen  owing  to 
the  fact  that  in  some  of  the  Crown  grants  minors 
are  named,  and  unless  special  provision  is  made 
it  is  impossible  for  those  minors  to  dispose  of 
their  shares  of  the  land.  That  is  met  to  some 
extent  by  the  Act  of  1867,  which  authorizes  the 
appointment  of  trustees,  who  have  power  to  lease 
the  land  on  behalf  of  the  minors  for  twenty- 
one  years.  But  something  more  than  that 
is  required.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  ask  that 
the  Cfovemment  should  have  the  power  to  com- 
plete the  purchase  of  the  shares  of  those  minors 
who  are  named  in  the  Crown  grants?  That 
is  the  object  of  the  Bill.  I  may  say  that  there 
is  another  question  to  be  considered — namely, 
whether  or  not  this  provision  might  not  be  made 
to  apply  to  the  lands  of  minors  which  have  been 
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dealt  with  bj  private  persons.  The  question  is 
Terj  important,  and  if  we  next  year  attempt  the 
taak  which  was  attempted  by  our  predecessors, 
and  bring  in  a  general  Native  Land  Bill,  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  insert  provisions  in  fehat  directbn. 
But  I  think  we  are  going  far  enough  for  the  pre- 
sent year  in  the  proposals  I  have  made.  The 
Native  Land  Bill  is  a  Bill  brought  in  in  con- 
formity with  the  statement  made  by  me  that  I 
would  endeavour  to  introduce  a  measure  wliich 
would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  appeals  being 
made  from  the  Native  I^nd  Court  without  solid 
grounds  for  appeal.  We  propose  to  do  that  by 
requiring  the  payment  of  costs  beforehand  when 
the  Court  may  choose  to  make  such  an  order. 
That  will  prevent  appeals  being  made  on  fictitious 

S'ounds.  I  also  propose  to  insert  in  the  same 
ill  a  clause  which  I  think  will  be  found'  exceed- 
ingly necessary  and  beneficial  in  its  operation — 
that  is,  a  clause  laying  down  certain  understand- 
able rules  with  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
Court  shall  deal  with  Native  lands.  At  present 
there  are  no  defined  rules.  There  is  one  system 
in  Auckland,  another  in  Napier,  and  another  in 
Wellington;  and  the  Court  itself  is  not  always 
certain  as  to  what  is  the  rule.  The  next  measure 
to  which  I  shall  refer,  but  whicli  has  not  yet  been 
circulated  amongst  honorable  members,  is  most 
important,  because  it  is  a  measure  by  which  we 
propose  to  wind  up  the  present  Government  land- 
purchase  system.  I  announced  the  other  day  that 
we  should  take  power  to  settle  with  gentlemen  who 
are  now  buying  land  for  the  Government ;  that 
we  felt  this  would  not  be  done  for  some  time  to 
come,  but  that  we  thought  it  better  to  close  up 
the  present  system  of  carrying  on  the  work,  and 
appoint  the  officers  of  the  department  to  do  it. 
In  the  Bill  before  the  House  I  have  gone  sliglitly 
beyond  that  proposal,  and  I  will  explain  to  the 
Uouse  how  far  I  have  prepared  a  clause,  making 
applicable  to  all  Qovemment  purchases  the  pro- 
visions which  now  only  apply  to  land-purchasiug 
in  the  Thames  District.  That  is  to  say,  I  have 
inserted  a  clause  preventing  private  individuals 
from  purchasing  from  the  Natives  land  in  re- 
gard to  which  negotiations  are  pending  with  the 
Crown.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a  move- 
ment on  foot  tliroughout  this  Island,  by  offering 
liigh  prices,  and  by  statements  not  by  any  means 
based  on  facts,  to  induce  the  Natives  to  avoid 
oompleting  the  bargains  they  have  entered  into 
with  the  Crown.  Eren  in  the  short  time  I  have 
been  in  office  half-a-dozen  applications  have  been 
made  to  me  to  take  back  the  money  that  had 
been  paid,  and  to  allow  the  Natives  to  sell  their 
land  to  private  purchasers.  Only  to-day  I  had  a 
communication  from  Poverty  Bay  that  there  was 
almost  a  raid  being  made  on  tne  land  there — 
that  the  Qovemment  officers  were  all  by  the  ears, 
acting  against  each  other  and  buying  for  private 
individuals.  I  took  upon  myself,  without  con- 
sulting the  House,  to  have  a  communication  sent 
to  those  officers  that,  unless  they  immediately 
ceased  these  private  negotiations,  they  would  be 
dismissed  from  the  public  service.  I  have  also 
caused  a  circular  to  be  sent  round  to  all  the 
officers  employed  by  the  department,  informing 
them  that,  so  long  as  they  continue  to  receive  pub- 
Mr.  Sheehan 


lie  pay  as  servants  of  the  Government,  they  most 
not  enter  into  any  negotiations  in  Native  lands, 
either  for  themselves  or  for  other  persons,  except 
with  the  sanction  of  the  head  of  the  depeftmeot. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  provision  to  which  I  have 
just  referred  is  fair  and  just.  We  admit  at  onoe 
that  many  of  these  transactions  cannot  be  closed 
yet,  but  we  can  save  something  from  the  fin. 
We  can  compound,  and,  if  we  cannot  get  the 
whole  of  a  block,  we  can  get  part,  and  hand  back 
the  unsold  portion  to  the  owners.  If  private  in- 
dividuals are  to  be  allowed  to  come  between  the 
Government  and  the  blocks  on  which  they  have 
paid  money,  the  country  must  make  up  its  mind 
to  lose  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
That  being  the  case,  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
refuse  to  grant  lu  the  power  which  I  ask  for,  and 
which  this  or  any  other  Government  will  exercise 
reasonably  and  justly.  After  a  lime,  when  there 
is  a  possibility  of  closing  the  transactions,  we 
shall  make  the  best  arrangements  we  can,  aod 
take  the  remainder  of  the  land.  These  are,  in 
effect,  the  measures  to  which  I  ask  the  House  to 
consent  in  regard  to  Native  affairs  this  session. 
There  is  on  the  Order  Paper  a  notice  of  motion 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Captain 
Russell)  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Bill  to  repeal 
section  88  of  ''The  Native  Lands  Act,  1873," 
which  provides  for  the  dealing  with  real  estate. 
I  ma^  say  at  once  that  we  cannot  accept  that  pro- 
position at  present.  I  think  tlie  question  it  one 
which  is  in  some  respects  entitled  to  considera- 
tion, but  I  have  to  bear  this  in  mind :  that  the 
clause  which  the  honorable  gentleman  proposes 
to  repeal  was  the  most  substantial  outcome  of 
the  investigations  made  in  1869  and  1873  into 
our  Native  land  system.  For  my  own  part  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  the  House  lay  down  this 
principle  absolutely :  that  there  should  be  oo 
such  thing  as  mortgaging  of  Native  lands,  bat 
that  they  should  be  either  leased  or  sold.    The 

Eractice  of  obtaining  money  by  mortgages  on  the 
Luds,  in  driblets  of  £5,  £10,  and  so  on,  at  a  time, 
leads  to  the  greatest  improvidence  on  the  pari  of 
the  Natives,  and,  if  allowed  to  go  on,  wUl,  I  fear, 
in  time  lead  to  much  disturbance  throughout  the 
country.  With  these  remarks  I  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  with  the  understanding  that 
on  this  question  the  discussion  of  the  Native 
pohcy  of  the  Government  may  be  taken ;  and  I 
hope  you,  Sir,  will  allow  those  who  take  part  in 
the  debate  the  same  latitude  that  I  have  taken  in 
referring  to  the  different  Bills,  although  they  are 
not  all  before  us. 

Mr.  OBMOND.  — In  the  speech  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  just  made,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  he  has  referred  again 
to  something  to  which  he  made  reference  in  his 
former  speech,  which  contained  the  declaration  of 
the  Native  policy  of  the  Government.  It  is  in 
the  highest  degree  creditable  to  him  tluit  he  bore 
testimony'  on  the  first  occasion  of  his  addressing 
the  House  as  Native  Minister,  to  the  semces 
which  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  rendered  to 
the  country.  The  tribute  he  paid  to  that  gentle- 
nian  was  alike  creditable  to  his  good  taste  and  to 
his  good  sense.  The  honorable  gentleman,  how- 
ever, now,  in  his  opening  remarks,  said  his  action 
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in  this  direction  led  people  to  conclude  that  he 
had,  bj  his  declaration  of  Native  policy,  virtuallj 
adopted  the  poUcj  not  only  of  the  late  QoTern- 
ment,  but  of  the  continuous  GoTemment  of  past 
years,  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  in  this 
House.  I  propose  to  follow  the  honorable 
gentleman — not  at  extreme  length— in  the  re- 
marks he  made  in  his  declaration  of  Native 
pohcj,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  matters  only, 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  entirely  adopted 
the  policy  of  hu  predecessors  and  of  that  con- 
tinuous Government  of  which  so  much  has  been 
said.  The  honorable  gentleman  made  reference 
to  his  own  position  in  the  past,  and,  although  I 
am  obliged  to  refer  to  one  or  two  circumstances 
which  he  then  touched  upon,  I  shall  be  as 
careful  as  possible  not  to  say  anything  ofiensiYO 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  in  doing  so.  Why 
I  am  obliged  to  refer  to  that  part  of  his  speech 
is,  that  if  I  allowed  his  statements  to  pass 
unchallenged  I  should  be  admitting  that  many 
of  the  statements  I  have  made  in  this  House 
were  incorrect,  and,  as  I  believe  that  I  can  sub- 
stantiate everything  I  have  stated,  I  must  refer  to 
that  portion  of  his  speech.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man, in  talking  of  himself  in  the  past,  said  that 
his  connection  with  what  has  been  known  as  the 
Bepudiation  partv  in  Hawke's  Bay  was  that  of  a 
soUcitor  to  bis  chent.  As  these  matters  have  re- 
ceived a  certain  amount  of  notoriety,  I  will  ask 
the  House  whether  the  sort  of  organization  which 
they  know  exists  in  Hawke's  Bay  with  regard  to 
l(ative  affairs  is  in  the  nature  of  the  relation  of 
solicitor  and  client.  The  House  knows  very  well 
that  it  is  an  extensive  organization  ;  that  it  has  a 
large  political  aspect,  a  large  paid  staff;  that  it 
has  a  newspaper  ;  and  that  its  ramifications  are  of 
the  most  extended  character.  I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  such  matters  come  within  the  relation  of 
solicitor  to  client.  I  know  that  these  ramiflca- 
tions  are  so  extended  that  they  amount  to  a  very 
large  political  organization.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  he  htul  never  undertaken  any  Native 
cases  outside  of  Hawke's  Bay  in  his  professional 
capacity,  and  in  that  sense  I  quite  agree  that 
what  he  said  to  the  House  may  be  correct ;  but  I 
also  know  absolutely  that  the  organization  known 
as  the  Repudiation  party  has  ramifications  of  the 
most  extensive  character,  which  have  extended 
across  the  Island  to  the  West  Coast — to  Wanga- 
nui,  to  Monawatu,  to  Taupo,  to  the  Ngatiporou 
country,  and  to  the  Arawa  country.  The  result 
has  been  that  it  has  operated  largely  in  influencing 
the  Native  mind  in  regard  to  the  land  question. 
Honorable  members  know  that  what  I  have  said 
is  correct,  and  I  think  that  it  will  be  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  statement 
with  regard  to  his  position  in  the  past  in  connec- 
tion with  a  party  whose  ramifications  are  very 
different  from  those  which  are  necessary  in  the 
connection  of  solicitor  and  cUent.  The  difficulties 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  to  meet  in 
the  future  have  been  very  largely  increased,  as 
he  will  find,  by  the  action  of  that  society  in  the 
past.  He  will  find  it  much  more  difficult  to 
check  the  influence  of  such  an  organization  in 
one  direction  than  it  was  to  direct  it  in  another. 


In  his  conduct  of  the  duties  of  the  Native  Office 
he  will  find  no  greater  difficulties  than  those 
raised  by  the  Repudiation  party  which  was  first 
organized  in  Hawke's  Bay.  Before  leaving  that 
part  of  the  subject,  I  should  like  to  say  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  as  long  aa  he  is  on  the 
Government  benches  he  may  be  quite  sure  that 
neither  I  nor  any  of  my  late  colleagues,  nor  any 
one  who  has  acted  with  us,  will  e'?er  take  the 
same  course  towards  him  and  his  colleagues  as 
they  have  taken  towards  us  in  past  years.  I  trust 
that  when  we  attack  those  honorable  gentlemen 
it  will  be  on  grounds  of  public  policy,  and  that  we 
shall  not  be  found  going  into  the  private  life 
of  any  honorable  member  to  attack  him  in  this 
House.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  is  the 
course  I  have  marked  out  for  myself,  although  in 
the  past  we  know  that  some  oi  the  members  of 
the  present  Government  when  in  opposition  acted 
continuously  in  an  opposite  direction.  The  next 
point  to  which  I  come  is  the  recognition  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  of  the  services  of  the  lat« 
Sir  Donald  McLean,  and  his  action  in  this  matter, 
as  I  said  before,  I  think  reflects  credit  on  his  good 
taste  and  good  sense ;  but  it  must  be  and  will  be 
a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  people  of  the  colony 
that  such  a  statement  should  be  made  by  the 
Hon.  the  Native  Minister  after  the  statement  w6 
have  recently  heard  from  the  Premier.  I  do  not 
intend  to  Hansardize  those  honorable  gentlemen, 
but  the  public  of  the  colony  are  well  aware  that 
the  main  attack  brought  against  the  late  Govern- 
ment, which  has  been  called  the  *'  continuous  Go- 
vernment," in  past  years,  especially  by  the  Pre- 
mier, has  been  that  on  the  Native  policy  of  the  late 
Sir  Donald  McLean.  It  is  therefore  extremely 
gratifying  to  the  friends  of  Sir  Donald  McLean 
to  know  that  the  Native  Minister,  the  moment 
that  responsibility  rested  upon  him,  made  a  state- 
ment recognizing  the  services  of  Sir  Donald 
McLean— services  of  the  highest  character,  which 
he  now  admits  have  had  so  beneficial  an  influence 
in  accelerating  the  prosress  of  the  colony,  and 
in  aiding  the  successful  conduct  of  the  Public 
Works  policy.  I  said  I  should  not  Hansardize 
the  honorable  gentleman,  neither  will  I,  as  to 
what  has  been  said  in  the  past ;  but  I  think  he 
will  not  begrudge  me  the  liberty  of  putting  again 
upon  record  what  he  has  said  in  his  statement  in 
reference  to  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean ;  and  I 
should  also  like  to  quote  a  few  words  said  thii 
session  by  the  Premier  on  Natire  matters.  I 
am  referring  to  a  time  since  which  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  have  been  upon  the  Government 
benches.  In  a  speech  on  the  want-of-confidenc« 
motion  recently,  the  Premier  made  use  of  thcM 
words: — 

"During  the  short  period  of  time  we  have 
been  in  office,  we  have  devoted  our  attention  to 
questions  of  Native  policy.  That  was,  if  possible, 
in  a  more  tangled  state  than  the  fiiiances  of  the 
country.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  Native 
question  at  the  time  we  took  office?  People 
murdered  even  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns — 
the  murderers  fled  to  places  of  refuge — and  the 
Government,  daring  not  to  speak  upon  the  mat- 
ter, meekly  held  their  tongues :  prisoners  rescued 
on  their  way  to.  prison,  and  the  OoTemment 
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powerless  throughout  the  greater  portion  of  the 
country." 

That  was  the  impression  the  Premier  desired 
the  colony  to  hate  in  respect  to  the  state  of 
Natiye  matters  when  he  took  office.  Now,  I  just 
want  to  show,  in  contradistinction  to  that,  the 
statement  made  by  the  Hon.  the  Native  Minister 
in  his  statement  of  policy.  He  had  been  refer- 
ring to  some  matters  in  which  he  had  been 
blamed,  wrongly  no  doubt—the  surveys  at  Taupo, 
and  another  matter  at  Wanganui,  which  might 
occur  to  any  Government  who  sat  on  those 
benches — and  then  he  said, — 

"So  far  as  I  can  make  out,  those  are  the 
principal  acts  of  lawlessness  charged  against  my- 
self and  my  colleagues.  If  we  wished  to  adopt 
the  H  quoque  style  of  argument,  we  might  point 
to  many  similar  acts  which  have  occurred  during 
many  years  back — tlie  murders  of  Sullivan  and 
Todd,  and  f  he  occurrence  that  took  place  a  few 
days  ago  at  Opunake — but  they  would  not  esta- 
blish similar  accusations  against  the  late  Govern- 
ment, any  more  than  the  occurrences  I  have 
referred  to  establish  the  accusations  against  our- 
•elyes.  But  I  will  state  presently  how  I  can 
quite  imagine  that  these  things  may  happen,  and 
will  show  that  it  would  be  wise  and  prudent  not 
to  attempt  to  enforce  the  law  at  the  nsk  of  im- 
perilhng  the  peace  of  the  country." 

A  litUe  further  on  in  his  speech  he  made  these 
remarks.  He  was  referring  to  the  Public  Works 
policy,  and  the  necessity  for  peace  reigning  in  the 
country,  and  be  said, — 

"  In  sayinff  that,  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
overlook  the  beneficial  results  of  the  Immigration 
and  Public  Works  policy  upon  this  Island.  And 
here  I  would  say,  sinking  all  party  feeling,  for- 
ffeltiog  all  past  differences,  that  it  would  1^  un- 
uur  to  deny  that  to  Sir  Donald  McLean  we  are 
largely  indebted  for  the  fact  that  from  1869  up 
to  the  present  time  we  have  been  at  peace  with 
the  Native  people.  Whatever  may  have  been 
our  differences  with  him,  politically  or  privately, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  to  him  and  to  his 
policy,  and  to  his  determination  to  avoid  a  con- 
flict with  the  Native  people,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  fact  that  we  have  not  been  called  upon 
to  encounter  the  Natives  and  to  borrow  money 
to  carry  on  a  war.  It  has  been  said  that  during 
these  five  or  six  years  the  old  policy  has  been 
restored,  that  the  law  has  not  been  vindicated, 
and  that  the  Natives  have  been  allowed  to  do 
as  they  thought  proper ;  but  I  hold  that  on  en- 
tering upon  the  Immigration  and  Public  Works 
policy  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  suicide  to 
Lave  provoked  or  sought  for  a  Native  disturl>ance. 
The  essence  of  our  being  able  to  l>orrow  money 
in  the  English  market  was  the  fact  that  the 
colony  was  at  peace.  Had  disturbances  occurred 
about  that  time,  we  might  have  packed  up  our 
traps  and  lell  districts,  which  are  now  flourish- 
ing and  prosperous,  in  possession  of  the  Natives. 
And  when  we  are  reminded  of  these  things — an 
outrage  here  and  a  murder  there — I  prefer  to 
look  at  the  general  results,  rather  than  to  say  that 
the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  should  forth- 
with be  punished,  or  that  reparation  at  all  hazards 
fhould  be  enforced.  I  look  at  the  general  results, 
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and  say  that  the  colony  must  progress — that  it  is 
better  to  allow  these  acts  to  pass  for  a  time  on* 
punished  on  account  of  the  greater  good  wiiick 
IS  being  performed  for  the  colony." 

I  cordially  agree  with  those  sentiments :  tb^ 
do  credit  to  his  good  sense.  But  I  can  only  saj 
that  they  differ  very  materially  from  the  opinicm 
expressed  by  the  Premier.  On  this  point  I 
would  only  remark,  further,  that  the  public  of 
the  colony  know  well  what  have  been  the  cbaiges 
burled  by  the  honorable  member  at  the  head  of 
the  CK>vemtneot  against  the  late  Sir  Donald 
McLean,  and  against  his  acts  in  his  public  capa- 
city ;  and,  when  the  public  learn  that  the  Suite* 
ment  of  the  honorable  member's  Native  Minister 
so  utterly  refutes  those  charges,  it  will  be  a  dif- 
ficult matter  for  them  to  understand  how  such 
charges  could  have  been  made.  More  than  that: 
the  people  of  the  colony  may  fairlj  look  at  the 
past  and  say,  "  Well,  if  this  is  the  outcome  U 
the  most  serious  charge  brought  against  the  late 
Government,  then  what  is  the  value  of  the  other 
charges?"  I  think  we  of  the  late  Government 
may  leave  the  matter  in  that  position.  The  next 
point  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech  was  in 
reference  to  the  education  of  the  Native  people. 
Here  again  the  honorable  gentleman  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  value  of  the  services  of  the  late  ffir 
Donald  McLean.  I  will  quote  a  very  few  words 
of  what  he  said.  They  are  as  follow  : — 
■  "-Sir,  I  am  again  called  upon  to  speak  in  pniie 
of  the  gentleman,  now  dec^ised,  who  for  several 
Tears  held  the  office  of  Native  Minister.  The 
Natives  are  now,  and  have  been  for  some  yean 
pest,  taught  in  the  English  language,  and  it  was 
largely  owing  to  his  exertions  that  that  system 
was  introduced,  and  the  system  had  only  been 
prevented  from  becoming  a  greater  success  by  the 
fact  that  the  country  ha^  not  sufficient  funds  to 
expend  in  carrying  it  out." 

So  that  the  honorable  gentleman  recognized 
that  the  kte  Sir  Donald  McLean  was  the  origi- 
nator of  the  greatest  civilizing  agency  which 
could  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Native 
people.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  the  remarks  he  made.  He  went 
to  the  root  of  the  whole  question  when  he  said 
it  was  desirable  to  improve  the  class  of  penons 
engaged  in  teaching  the  Native  people;  and  I 
can  tell  him  that,  of  my  knowledge  of  the  late 
Sir  Donald  McLean,  I  know  that  that  was  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  be  had  to  contend  with. 
It  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  get  men  to  go  out  into 
the  wilderness  to  become  Native  teachers,  espe* 
cially  men  of  the  kind  required,  because,  unless  yon 
can  get  men  capable  of  taking  up  a  hieh  position 
among  the  Natives  such  as  will  entitle  them  to 
respect,  their  efforts  will  be  comparatively  uaeleis. 
I  quite  agree  with  him  in  the  conclusions  to 
which  he  nas  come  with  regard  to  that,  and  in 
this  respect  it  will  certainly  he  necessary  to  spend 
more  money  and  to  give  adequate  remuneration 
to  men  employed  in  this  work,  for  unless  that 
is  done  the  success  of  the  system  will  nol  be 
greater  that  it  is  at  present.  And  I  am  sony  to 
have  to  express  my  opinion  that  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  the  measure  of  success  has  not  been 
large,  for  the  reason  which  I  have  just  mentioiMd* 
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Further,  I  may  say  the  experience  I  have  had 
teaches  me  this :  that  we  must  not  be  too  sanguine 
fius  to  tlie  immediate  results.  I  may  tell  the 
House  what  has  taken  place  in  the  District  of 
Hawke's  Bay  in  regard  to  the  efforts  of  the  more 
ftdyanced  of  the  chiefs.  Mr.  Earaitiana  Taka- 
moana,  the  honorable  member  for  the  East  Coast, 
himself  instituted  a  large  school  at  his  own  place, 
Pakowhai,  and  another  school  was  established  by 
another  chief,  Mr.  Benata  Eawepo,  at  Omahu. 
Ihese  schools  were  put  under  the  charge  of 
trained  masters.  I  do  not  remember  who  was 
the  master  of  Benata's  school,  but  Earaitiana 
secured  the  serrices  of  a  trained  teacher  of  high 
qualifications,  and  his  school  progressed  and  did 
good  work  for  two  or  three  years,  during  which 
time  it  was  fairly  attended.  Earaitiana  took  all 
the  measures  that  were  in  his  power  to  raise  the 
school  to  the  highest  possible  standard  of  e£B- 
ciency.  He  invited  some  of  the  settlers  to  join 
in  the  oversight  of  the  school  and  act  as  a  com- 
mittee, and  the  school  went  on  successfully  for 
two  or  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the 
attendance  fell  off.  The  master  complained  that 
he  was  unable  to  get  the  children  to  attend ; 
the  parents  grew  careless ;  and  the  school,  after 
working  up  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  broke 
down.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  re- 
established. At  Benata's  school  the  result  was 
pretty  much  the  same.  Now,  these  are  two  in- 
stances where  the  teaching  was  ^efficient,  and 
where  the  teaching  was  aided  by  all  other  ad- 
vantages  obtainable,  the  Natives  themselves 
assisting;  and  yet  it  resulted  in  failure.  There 
is  another  instance  in  Hawke*s  Bay,  where  there 
has  been  greater  success,  and  that  is  in  the 
case  of  St.  Joseph's  Boman  Catholic  School  at 
Napier,  where  some  thirty  or  forty  Native  girls 
are  educated  and  brought  up.  In  this  case  the 
teaching  is  undertaken  by  ladies  of  education 
and  refinement,  who  give  their  whole  time  and 
energies  to  the  work,  and  the  result  is  far  beyond 
anything  I  have  seen  in  any  schools  of  a  similar 
character.  As  head  of  the  province  in  which  I 
lived  I  made  annual  visits  to  this  institute,  and 
I  saw  that  the  girls  were  brought  up  in  a  way 
which  would  fit  them  to  take  a  part  in  any  Eu- 
ropean household  ;  but  even  in  this  case  I  found, 
upon  inquiry,  that  in  some  cases  the  girls  had  re- 
lapsed to  the  pa  again.  Well,  Sir,  when  we  see  the 
utmost  efforts  made  to  civilize  and  educate  the 
Native  children,  and  when  we  see  them  go  back 
to  the  pa  after  such  training,  we  must  not  be  too 
sanguine  as  to  the  effect  of  our  teaching  upon  the 
Native  people.  I  aeree  that  it  is  our  duty  to  do 
our  best;  and  tlie  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
course  he  proposes  is  taking  the  best  means  to 
secure  that  success  which  we  all  hope  for.  The 
next  point  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  statement 
to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is  his  reference  to  the 
Native  land  purchases,  and  I  may  premise  what 
I  have  to  say  upon  this  subject  by  stating  that  I 
had  charge  of  that  department  while  I  was  in  the 
late  GK>vemment,  and  therefore  have  full  know- 
ledge of  what  has  been  done  during  the  past 
year.  I  followed  the  honorable  gentleman's  re- 
marks upon  this  subject  with  a  great  deal  pf 
interest.    I  heard  the  honorable  gentleman  recite 


to  the  House  all  the  steps  which  he  proposed 
to  take  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in  the 
working  of  that  department,  and  I  am  bound  to 
say  that,  when  the  honorable  gentleman  gave 
forlh  what  he  stated  to  be  the  policy  of  the  pre- 
sent Qovernment,  he  ought  at  the  same  time  to 
have  stated  that  he  found  that  policy  arranged 
ready  to  his  hand.  I  shall  briefly  describe  the 
steps  taken  by  the  late  GK)vernment,  and  the 
House  will  see  whether  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  a  new  policy,  or  whether  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  not  taken. up  the  whole  thing  as  we 
arranged  it.  The  honorable  member,  as  I  under- 
stood him,  inferred  that  the  Native  land  purchase 
expenditure  in  the  past  had  not  been  of  a  repro- 
ductive character.  It  is  difficult  to  answer  so 
general  a  statement  as  that.  If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  means  that  the  lands  purchased 
are  not  worth  the  money  spent  upon  them,  he 
conveyed  a  very  wrong  impression,  because  two 
or  three  times  the  amount  paid  for  them  could 
be  got  to-morrow.  Therefore  I  give  an  absolute 
contradiction  to  that.  I  am  not-,  however,  going 
to  defend  the  whole  of  the  land-purchase  poUcy 
of  the  past.  I  say  that  Parliament  itself  is 
largely  to  blame  for  any  mistakes  that  may  have 
been  made  in  that  department.  Some  years 
ago  Parliament  placed  unconditionally  at  the  dis- 
posal of  a  Minister  a  sum  of  £400,000.  In  doing 
so  it  abrogated  its  proper  functions,  and  it  has 
no  right  now  to  say  that  the  policy  has  not  been 
absolutely  successful  because  the  monetary  results ' 
to  which  it  looked  forward  have  not  bcNen  fully 
realized.  The  House  ought  to  have  remembered, 
when  it  handed  over  to  a  Minister  an  immense 
sum  of  money  like  that,  that  it  handed  it  over  to 
a  Minister  to  whom  it  had  intrusted  the  duty 
of  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  country.  I  be- 
lieve myself,  and  I  think  it  is  beyond  all  dispute, 
that  the  money  was  used  more  or  less  for  pur- 
poses of  a  political  character,  and  I  say  that  this 
House  itself  on  one  occasion  distinctly  voted  part 
of  it -for  a  poUtical  purpose.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  voting  of  £17,000  one  session 
for  the  purchase  of  land  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land was  not  a  vote  of  a  political  character.  It 
simply  meant  that  the  Superintendent  of  Auck- 
land was  very  urgent  for  monetary  assistance, 
and  the  House  granted  him  £17>0()0  out  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Fund  on  the  most  flimsy  pretext. 
When  the  House  lends  itself  to  a  transaction 
of  that  sort  it  cannot  complain  that  the  Land 
Purchase  Fund  has  not  been  spent  absolutely 
fpr  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  borrowed.  I 
wish  now  t»o  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
administration  of  the  department  during  thepast 
year,  and  upon  my  connection  with  it.  when 
the  House  prorogued  last  year  I  had  not  joined 
the  Government,  but  it  was  intended  that  I 
should  do  so  as  soon  as  I  could  arrange  my 
private  affairs.  But  before  leaving  Wellington 
I  make  inquiiy  into  this  land-purchase  busi- 
ness, and  made  certain  arrangements  with  regard 
to  it.  They  were  made  with  the  assent  of  Sir 
Donald  McLean,  with  whom  I  was  on  terms  of 
intimacy  and  close  friendship.  The  course  I 
took  then  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  purchas- 
ing officers  to  a  minimum.    I  then  went  through 
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the  list  of  purchases  on  hand,  and  eliminated 
from  it  a  very  large  number  in  regard  to  which 
I  conceived  there  bad  been  no  arrangement  made 
which  properlj  bound  either  the  Native  people  or 
the  Government.  The  Native  Minister  in  hip 
speech  the  other  night  gave  us  the  acreages  of  the 
purchases  as  they  stand  at  the  present  time.  He 
said  that  the  purchases  completed  amounted  to 
1,967,402  acres,  the  uncompleted  to  2,700,000 
acres,  and  that  there  had  been  spent  £540,000. 
Looking  back  to  the  statement  made  to  the 
House  last  year,  J  find  that  the  purchases  then 
completed  amounted  to  1,331,000  acres,  and  the 
uncompleted  to  2,941,000.  Now,  as  evidencing 
that  some  progress  has  been  made  by  the  depart- 
ment, I  will  quote  from  the  figures  laid  on  the 
table  this  year,  which  show  that  during  1877 
624,547  acres  have  been  proclaimed  waste  lands 
of  the  Crown,  and  have  been  handed  over  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Boards.  That  is  to  say,  there  were 
completed  in  1875-76  1,531,000  acres,  and  in 
1876-77  there  have  been  624,547  acres  handed 
over  to  the  Waste  Lands  Boards.  The  progress 
made  will  be  made  plain  when  I  quote  the  fol- 
lowing figures  : — Land  proclaimed  waste  lands 
of  the  Crown  during  the  year  1873-74,  176,274 
acres;  1874-75, 175,596  acres  j  1875-76,165,288 
acres;  1876-77,  624,547  acres.  These  figures, 
show,  at  any  rate,  that  the  Government  did 
what  it  could  in  the  way  of  pressing  on  the 
purchases,  and  that  the  outcome  was  that  the 
acreage  I  have  stated,  which  was  greater  than  the 
acreage  proclaimed  in  the  three  previous  years, 
was  proclaimed  last  year.  I  stated  just  now 
that  one  of  the  first  things  I  did  was  to  weed  out 
from  the  uncompleted  purchases  those  lands  in 
respect  to  which  the  Natives  had  not  absolutely 
bound  themselves  to  sell.  When  I  went  over 
this  2,941,000  acres,  the  purchase  of  which  was 
uncompleted  in  1876,  I  found  that  there  was  a 
large  acreage  where  small  sums  had  been  paid  on 
account  of  large  blocks.  There  were  blocks  of 
lai-ge  acreage  upon  which  amounts  of  £5,- £10, 
and  so  on,  had  been  paid ;  and  the  course  I  took 
was  to  go  through  all  these  purchases  viith  the 
officers  of  the   department,  with  the  object  of 

{)icking  out  those  transactions  which  were  of  a 
egitimate  character,  and  of  putting  on  one  side 
those  which  were  not  of  a  definite  character. 
The  land  purcliase  officers  were  instructed  at  once 
to  stop  any  further  proceedings  in  regard  to  the 
latter  class  of  purchases — to  drop  them,  in  fact. 
They  were  told  that  the  Government  would  not 
undertake  any  new  purchases,  and  that,  as  re- 
garded piirchases  abandoned,  they  were  to  take 
such  steps  as  were  open  to  them  in  order  to  get 
a  refund  from  the  Natives  of  the  moneys  that 
had  been  advanced  to  them.  That  disposed  of  a 
very  large  number  of  incomplete  purchases.  My 
honorable  friend  the  Native  Minister,  in  speak- 
ing the  other  night  on  this  question,  referring 
to  the  inadequate  results  of  the  land  purcliases, 
pointed  out  that  there  was  a  very  small  percent- 
age of  completed  purchases  in  proportion  to  those 
which  were  incomplete.  But  he  did  not  take 
into  account  the  acreage  which  was  dropped  out 
by  the  lat«  Government  in  the  way  I  have  de- 
aoribed.  It  will  bo  recollected  that  the  honorable 
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gentleman  said  that  a  very  large  sum  would  be 
required  to  complete  the  purchases.  Now,  with 
refsard  to  the  incomplete  purchases,  I  will  say 
that  there  are  some  blocks  upon  which  the  neiro- 
tiations  are  not  far  advanced,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  will  be  required  to  complete 
them ;  but  there  are  very  many  blocks  in  con- 
nection with  which  the  purchases  are  far  ad- 
vanced, and  it  will  not  require  a  great  sum 
to  complete  them.  Shortly  before  I  left  office 
a  return  was  prepared  wmch  showed  ibafc  to 
be  the  case.  I  quite  agree  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  a  larger  sum  will  be  required  than 
IB  now  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Fund ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  additional  amount  will  be  yery  con- 
siderable. I  do  not  think  that  it  will  be  largely 
in  excess  of  the  amount  which  is  available.  I 
have  said  this  because  I  do  not  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman's  explanation  of  the  position 
of  these  purchases  was  put  to  the  House  Aactly 
as  it  stands.  His  statements  tended  to  conv^ 
to  the  House  the  impression  that  the  incom- 
plete purchases  were  very  extensive,  and  in 
a  very  unsatisfactory  state.  That  is  not  the 
case.  In  connection  also  with  this  subject  the 
honorable  gentleman  referred  to  the  leases.  He 
said  that  they  were  incomplete,  and  that  there 
was  not  a  single  acre  of  land  which  was  avaifcible 
for  settlement.  I  may  state  that  the  total  quan- 
tity of  these  leases  is  1,540,000  acres ;  and  1  will 
explain  their  position  from  my  point  of  view. 
The  leased  lands  are  nearly  all  situated  in 
the  Taupo  District,  and  are  of  very  inferior 
oharaoter,  the  proportion  which  is  available  for 
settlement  being  very  s£iall,  and  I  doubt  whether 
there  are  more  than  10,000  or  20,000  acres  fit 
for  settlement.  In  1869,  just  after  the  Taupo 
war,  when  the  whole  country  was  in  a  state 
of  insecurity,  certain  Europeans  went  into  the 
Taupo  District  and  commenced  negotiations  for 
the  leasing  of  this  land.  I  was  at  that  time 
Government  Agent  for  the  district,  and  I  repre- 
sented to  the  Government  that  it  would  be 
good  policy  on  their  part  to  stop  the  leasing  of 
this  land  to  the  Europeans,  as  in  my  opinion 
their  occupation  at  that  time  would  have  led  to 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty.  I  represented  that  it 
would  be  well  for  the  Government  to  secure  the 
land.  I  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  thus  oc- 
curred the  leasing  of  the  Taupo  lands.  That  was 
clearly  a  case  in  which  the  Land  Purchase  Fund 
was  devoted  to  a  political  purpose.  I  always  be- 
lieved that  the  money  spent  could  be  fully  re- 
couped, but  I  do  not  look  upon  the  transactions 
as  such  for  which  the  House  set  aside  money 
for  land-purchasing  in  the  North  Island.  It  is 
quite  true  that  none  of  these  leases  are  abso- 
lutely complete :  that  is  to  say,  there  has  been 
a  death  of  one  of  the  Maori  owners,  and  a  succes- 
sor has  not  been  appointed,  or  there  has  been  a 
minor  interested,  or  something  of  that  sort.  The 
course  the  late  Government  intended  to  take 
with  reference  to  these  leases  was  this  :  We 
anticipated  that  the  Land  Bill  which  we  ex- 
pected to  pass  this  session  would  have  put  us 
in  a  poSftion  to  deal  with  the  outstanding  claims 
in  connection  with  these  leases.    We  had  that 
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course  in  view,  and  we  also  had  under  considera- 
tion whether  we  should  drop  these  leases  alto- 
gether, on  the  amount  which  had  been  spent  upon 
them,  which  is  Tery  small— £5,000  or  £10,000, 
I  belicTe  —  being  refunded.  I  believe  that  is 
quite  feasible,  and  I  think  the  Natives  would  have 
agreed  to  it.  That  would,  I  think,  have  been 
found  to  be  a  more  satisfactory  mode  of  dealing 
with  the  leases  than  retaining  them  in  the  hand!s 
of  the  Government.  I  have  taken  this  oppor- 
tunity to  tell  the  House  the  position  of  these 
leases,  because  I  think  it  is  due  to  myself  and  to 
the  House  that  I  should  do  so.  I  do  not  think  the 
transaction  is  one  which  the  House  will  consider 
casts  an  obloquy  on  the  lute  Qovemment,  and  it 
was  done  many  years  ago  for  political  purposes. 
Further,  in  connection  with  this  question,  the 
late  Government  absolutely  proposed  to  do  that 
which  the  present  Government  has  said  it  means 
to  do — namely,  to  abandon  further  land-purchas- 
^i)g.  To  show  the  House  that  this  is  not  a  new 
policy,  I  may  state  tliat  instructions  were  given 
to  the  Land  Purchase  Agents,  just  after  I  took 
office,  that  they  were  to  enter  upon  no  new  pur- 
cliases  at  all.  We  determined  to  exercise  more 
direct  control  over  the  Land  Purchase  Agents 
than  had  been  the  case  previously.  That  part 
of  the  policy  was  therefore  commenced  by  the 
late  Government,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
-will  find  instructions   in  his  office  which  were 

fiven'to  that  effect.  I  have  explained  to  the 
[ouse  that  we  had  instructed  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Agents  not  to  make  any  other  purchases; 
that  we  had  reduced  the  stafl';  and  that  we  had 
told  the  officers  to  devote  the  whole  of  their 
attention  to  the  completion  of  the  purchases  they 
hod  in  hand.  The  course  we  took  with  regard  to 
inco'Jiplete  transactions  was  this :  We  told  our 
officers  to  go  on  completing  the  transactions 
they  had  in  hand,  and  advised  them  that  the 
Government  would  adhere  to  those  transactions 
and  purchases,  and  hold  the  Natives  responsible 
for  their  completion.  As  I  understand  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  he  says,  in  re<;ard  to  these  incom- 
plete purchases,  that  they  will  deal  with  such  as 
tbey  are  able  to  deal  with,  and  will  then  have  the 
shares  which  are  not  purchased  eliminated  from 
the  blocks.  I  am  quite  sure  he  will  find  that  in 
a  great  majority  of  cases  the  Natives  entered  into 
distinct  agreements  to  sell  bond  fidt.  Where 
there  was  any  distinct  agreement  the  Natives 
should  be  obliged  to  carry  it  out;  and  I  think 
the  Government  will  be  perfectly  justified  in  in- 
sisting that  these  purchases  be  carried  to  com- 
pletion. I  am  certain  that  in  the  interests  of 
settlement  it  is  necessary  these  agreements  should 
be  adhered  to,  and  that  the  Natives  should  be 
compelled  to  complete  the  sales.  I  could  cite 
some  cases  with  which  you,  Sir,  are  well  Ac- 
quainted, in  which  you  have  taken  a  great  deal 
of  interest,  to  prove  what  I  have  said  in  regard 
to  the  necessity  for  having  these  purchases  com- 
pleted. There  is  a  block  in  the  Seventy- Mile 
Bush  which  is  the  connecting  link  between  the 
Provinces  of  Hawke's  Bay  and  Wellington,  and 
there  are  also  those  blocks  on  the  West  Coast, 
at  Waikanae  and  Manawatu,  iii  connection  with 
which  you,  Sir,  took  considerable  trouble  and 


pains  with  the  view  of  completing  the  purchases. 
You  felt  a  great  interest  in  having  this  done, 
because  you  saw  that  it  involved  the  future  pro- 
sperity of  Wellington.  You  are  aware.  Sir,  that 
in  the  transactions  to  which  1  have  referred  the 
Natives  entered  bond  fide  into  agreements  to  sell, 
and  the  whole  of  the  tribes  cgjicemed  made 
themselves  more  or  less  parties  to  the  disposal 
of  the  land.  I  therefore  urge  upon  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  consider  whether  he  should  not 
adopt  the  course  which  the  late  Government  pro- 
posed to  take  with  regard  to  these  lands — that 
is  to  say,  in  all  cases  where  the  Natives  have  en- 
tered into  bond  fide  agreements  to  sell,  to  hold 
them  to  their  agreements.  If  the  Government 
bring  forward  any  measure  on  the  subject,  I  tru-it 
they  will  make  provision  in  it  for  obliging  the 
Natives  to  fulfil  the  arrangements  they  entered 
into  with  the  Government.  I  urge  this  because 
1  beUeve  it  to  be  a  matter  in  which  the  North 
Island  is  very  much  interested,  and  on  which  its 
settlement  very  much  depends.  I  come  now  to 
the  commission  question.  Here,  again,  I  claim 
that  this  is  a  matter  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man  found  absolutely  ready  to  his  hand,  and 
not  only  in  train,  but  far  advanced  towards  com- 
pletion. When  I  left  office  there  were  only 
two  officers  who  had  any  transactions  in  their 
hands  on  commission.  One  was  Mr.  Mackay; 
and  the  other  was  Mr.  Hamlin,  who  was  act- 
ing on  the  East  Coast.  With  regard  to  Mr. 
Hamlin,  I  may  say  that  he  had  been  partly 
paid  by  commission  and  partly  by  salary.  His 
operations  were  carried  on  between  Wairoa  and 
Poverty  Bay.  Ho  had  done  a  large  amount 
of  work,  and  had  been  very  successful,  notwith- 
standing that  his  remuneration  was  partly  de- 
pendent on  commission ;  and  he  had  only  two  or 
three  blocks  to  complete.  The  only  other  officer 
in  the  colony  who  was  purchasing  on  commission 
was  Mr.  Mackay,  and  his  arrangement  was  made- 
in  1872  by  myself  when  I  was  a  Minister  in  the 
Government  of  that  day.  The  details  of  the  ar- 
rangement were  urged  on  the  Government  by  the 
then  Superintendent  of  Auckland  (Mr.  Gillies), 
who  strongly  recommended  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Mackay  in  the  purchase  of  the  clocks  upon 
which  he  has  since  been  engaged.  This  matter 
was  in  a  fair  way  to  be  brought  to  a  completion 
by  the  late  Government,  who  desired,  as  this 
Government  desires,  to  bring  this  commission 
business  to  an  end.  Before  the  session  we  made 
propositions  to  Mr.  Mackay  under  which  we 
were  to  take  out  of  his  hands  the  completion  of 
a  large  proportion  of  the  purchases  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  and  we  were  to  employ  upon 
them  a  regukr  officer  of  the  Government,  Mr. 
Preece,  a  gentleman  who  is  the  best  land  purchase 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  Government — an  ex- 
cellent officer,  who  has  done  more  work,  and 
done  it  more  satisfactorily,  than  any  other  officer 
with  whom  I  am  acquainted.  AVe  proposed  to 
take  out  of  Mr.  Mackay's  hands  about  two-thirds 
of  the  purchases  in  which  lie  was  engaged,  and 
urged  upon  him  to  take  up  the  others  and  com- 
plete them  as  soon  as  possible.  There  was  a 
ditference  with  him  upon  the  subject,  and  he 
came  down  to  Wellington  since  the  House  wa» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


620 


Native 


[HOUSR] 


Affain. 


[Not.  27 


sitting  to  make  an  arraDgement  under  which  he 
was  to  relinquish  these  purcliases.  This  occurred 
a  few  dajB  before  the  GKiverument  left  office,  and 
"we  should  have  concluded  an  arrangement  bj 
which  we  should  have  abandoned  the  system  of 
purchase  on  commission,  and  employed  regular 
officers.  The  House  will  therefore  see  that  the 
arrangements  of  the  late  Government  were  com- 
plete in  that  direction,  so  that  honorable  mem- 
bers must  understand  that  the  abandonment  of 
the  system  of  purchase  on  commission  is  not  a  new 
policy,  but  that  it  is  a  matter  whicli  was  entirely 
arranged  for  by  us  before  we  left  office.  The 
next  point  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is  the  allo- 
cation of  the  land  purchase-money,  and  on  this 
my  remarks  will  be  very  brief.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  there  is  so  much  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Fund  at  present  to  the  credit  of  Auckland,  so 
much  to  Taranaki,  so  much  to  Hawke's  Bay,  and 
so  much  to  Wellington.  The  expressed  intention 
of  the  Government  is  to  use  the  balances  which 
are  due  to  the  other  provincial  districts  in  com- 
pleting transactions  in  Auckland,  as  those  trans- 
actions are  the  largest,  and  the  funds  to  the 
credit  of  that  provincial  district  are  insufficient. 
I  do  not  find  fault  with  this  arrangement,  be- 
cause it  is  followed  up  by  a  declaration  that  it 
is  only  a  temporary  measure,  and  the  Govern- 
ment will  next  session  bring  down  a  proposal  to 
recoup  to  those  other  districts  whatever  sums 
may  be  used  out  of  their  balances  in  completing 
the  purchases  in  the  Auckland  Di<«trict.  The 
generalization  of  the  Land  Fund  makes  a  great 
difference  in  this  matter,  of  course.  When  the 
whole  of  the  Land  Fund  goes  into  one  common 
stock,  it  may  be  said  that  it  makes  little  difference 
where  the  Land  Purchase  Fund  is  spent.  There 
has  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration  the  question 
of  the  settlement  of  those  districts  which  depend 
largely  upon  the  purchase  of  land  for  settlement, 
as,  for  example,  Taranaki,  which  cannot  be  settled 
unless  land  is  purchased  for  the  purpose.  If  the 
Government  are  not  going  to  purchase  land  any 
more,  this  argument  will  not  apply  ;  but  there 
is  another  which  will  directly  apply.  I  under- 
stand the  Government  propose  to  aUocate  20  per 
cent,  of  the  Land  Fund  to  the  district  in  which  it 
is  raised,  -and  of  course  if  the  whole  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Fund  is  spent  in  Auckland  the  other 
districts  would  lose  that  contribution.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  honorable  gentleman  will  keep  in 
mind  the  promises  he  has  made  to  the  House  on 
that  part  of  the  subject.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man then  went  on  to  the  Native  Land  Bill,  but 
did  not  sketch  in  any  very  clear  way  what  the 
future  intentions  of  the  Government  may  be 
upon  that  subject.  So  far  as  I  could  follow  him, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  there  was  very  little  dif- 
ference between  the  |^an  he  proposed  and  that 
provided  for  by  the  Bill  which  was  introduced 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waikato.  The  only  difference 
which  I  gathered  from  his  speech  was  that  he 
adopted  the  recommendations  that  were  made 
in  the  House  by  certain  honorable  members  as 
to  the  Court  of  inquiry  being  largely  assisted 
by  Native  chiefs.  That  suggestion,  I  believe, 
came  from  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
Mr,  Ormond 


for  the  East  Coast  (Captain  Morris)  and  from 
the  honorable  and  gallant  baronet,  Sir  Robert 
Douglas.  It  was  their  suggestion,  and  we  as  a 
Government  were  greatly  influenced  by  the  re-  , 

commendations  they  made,  and  were  prepared  to 
take  them  up.  But,  outside  of  these  recom- 
mendations, I  do  not  gather  that  the  Government 
makes  any  great  departure  from  the  Bill  of  ths 
honorable  member  for  Waikato.  Of  one  thing  I 
am  quite  certain,  that  the  Native  Minister  knovs 
very  well  that  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  he  or 
any  other  Native  Minister  will  get  the  Natives  to 
consent  to  the  sort  of  arrangement  the  House 
expressed  its  desire  for  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  session.  I  refer  to  the  arrangement  which 
was,  I  think,  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Bunny),* and  supported  bv 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Bryce) 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Rangitikei  (Mr. 
Ballance) — an  arrangement  under  which  the  Na- 
tives were  to  be  induced  to  dispose  of  their  lands 
through  the  Waste  Lands  Board.  I  hare  some 
knowledge  of  this  matter,  and,  taking,  an  outside 
view  of  it,  I  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  Nativei 
will  not  agree  to  that  mode  of  disposing  of  their 
laud.  I  will  give  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Tawiti, 
who  was  at  that  time  our  colleague,  upon  this 
question.  We  consulted  him  at  the  time  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  member  for  Rangi- 
tikei (Mr.  Ballance)  was  before  the  House.  It 
was  the  test  question  with  him  at  the  time, 
and  we  were  desirous  to  meet  the  honoraUe 
gentlemen's  views ;  so  we  consulted  Mr.  Tawiti  as 
to  whether  his  tribe  and  the  Native  tribes  gene- 
rally would  agree  to  such  an  arrangement.  His 
answer  was  "No";  that  the  Natives  wished  to 
deal  with  their  own  lands  in  their  own  way,  and 
nothing  else  would  satisfy  them.  That  was  in 
accordance  with  my  own  convictions.  The  only 
way  in  which  the  object  aimed  at  by  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  made  this  a  test  questicm 
at  the  begiiming  of  the  session  can  be  arrived 
at  is  by  individualizing  the  Native  title  as  now 
proposed.  But  that  was  provided  for  by  the 
Bill  of  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
the  Waikato,  which  set  forth  a  simple  and  effi- 
cacious means  of  arriving  at  it.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  spoke  of  the  Bill  which  fol- 
lowed up  the  withdrawal  of  the  first  measure 
—  the  Native  Land  Sales  Suspension  Bill — as 
a  great  mistake.  As  a  question  of  policy,  I 
entirely  differ  from  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
that  respect.  I  beUeve  that  that  was  a  sound 
measure,  and  I  do  not  believe  for  one  moment 
that  it  would  have  had  any  dangerous  effect  upon 
the  Natives.  It  was  the  only  legitimate  way  o€ 
checking  very  large  speculation  in  Native  lands  i 
during  the  coming  year.  -When  we  brought  in  j 
that  Bill  we  had  information,  from  the  many 
sources  open  to  us,  that  very  large  private  land 
purchases  were  intended  all  over  the  colony.  In 
every  district  where  land-buying  has  not  gone  on 
to  any  considerable  extent,  there  we  heud  that 
private  purchases  were  being  negotiated  for.  In 
the  Tuhua  District,  at  the  back  of  Taupo,  in  the 
Ngatiporou  country,  and  in  the  Arawa  country 
this  was  going  on :  in  fact,  we  heard  of  it  in  eveiy 
direction  where  large  blocks  could  be  got.    I  am 
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aware  that  the  Native  Minister  proposes  to  meet 
this  difficulty  by  the  provisions  of  "  The  Native 
liands  Aet^  1873."  But  I  say  at  once  that  I  do 
not  like,  under  present  circumstances,  to  see  the 
powers  left  in  the  hands  of  any  G-ovemment 
which  can  be  exercised  under  that  Act — large 
powers  of  interfering  with  the  operation  of  the 
law.  That  Act,  as  I  understand  it,  provides  that 
the  Government  may  interfere  to  stop  private 
purchases  of  Native  land  when  it  desires  the 
land  for  settlement.  But  I  cannot  see  how  a 
Ck)vemment  a  part  of  whose  policy  is  announced 
to  be  that  it  is  going  to  give  up  land-purchasing 
altogether  can  fairly  go  in  and  interfere  with 
any  transactions  the  Natives  may  carry  on  with 
private  individuals.  I  think  the  Natives  may 
Tery  well  say,  "  You  tell  the  Assembly  that  your 
land-purchase  operations  are  to  cease ;  and  now, 
when  we  deal  with  other  people,  you  come  in 
and  say  to  us, '  We  are  going  to  take  your  land  for 
settlement.'"  I  do  not  think  the  Government 
can  legitimately  take  up  the  position  the  Native 
Minister  says  they  are  going  to  take.  I  think 
the  question  is  fraught  with  difficulty.  I  do  not 
like  to  put  into  the  hands  of  any  Government  the 
power  to  say  what  arrangements  shall  be  com- 
pleted and  what  shall  not.  It  is  a  wrong  power 
altogether  to  vest  in  the  hands  of  any  Govern- 
ment, and  I  think  their  proposal  in  that  respect 
is  such  as  this  House,  if  it  discussed  it  thorougnly, 
would  not  approve  of.  Whatever  they  may  do, 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Land  Sales  Suspension  Bill, 
and  the  leaving  this  question  in  the  position  in 
which  it  now  stands,  is  to  largely  leave  the  North 
Island  open  to  land  speculators.  I  believe  no 
danger  would  have  ensued  if  that  Bill,  which 
was  urged  upon  the  Government  by  those  who 
desired  the  settlement  of  the  North  Island, 
had  become  law.  I  will  again  give  the  expe- 
rience of  Mr.  Tawiti,  and  the  advice  he  gave  to 
the  Gk>vemment  on  that  occasion.  We  asked 
him  whether  that  Bill  would  endanger  the  peace 
of  the  country.  He  said,  "  Certainly  not.  If  the 
thing  is  explained  to  the  Natives,  and  they  are 
shown  that  it  will  be  to  their  advantage  that  this 
course  shoidd  bo  taken,  there  will  be  no  danger  at 
all.  There  will  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  Natives  to  the  stoppage  of  land  transactions 
for  a  time."  I  think  Tawiti  gave  the  Govern- 
ment sound  advice.  I  beUeve  that  Bill  would 
have  advanced  the  interests  of  the  North  Island, 
and  I  am  sorry  that  that  Bill  was  withdrawn.  I 
am  yery  sorry  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House  so  long,  but  there  is  one  more  point  about 
which  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words — that  is  the 
question  of  Native  represertt:ition.  That  is  the 
second  point  upon  which  1  tco  any  change  be- 
tween the  policy  of  the  preseni  Govemroeot  and 
that  of  the  late  Government,  and  upon  this  point 
I  shall  give  the  Government  a  most  determined 
opposition.  As  I  understand  the  Government, 
they  propose  to  considerably  increase  the  special 
representotion  of  the  Native  people.  Before  I 
express  my  opinion  I  wish  to  rectify  a  statement 
of  the  Native  Minister  as  to  the  action  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Waikato.  I  do  not 
think  the  honorable  gentleman  understood  the  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Waikato. 
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The  proposal  which  that  honorable  eentleman 
sketched  out  in  this  House  was  that  there  should 
be  some  increase  in  the  representation  of  the 
Native  people,  but  that  that  increase  should  be 
^ven  on  condition  that  the  registration  of  the 
Natives,  for  electoral  purposes,  took  plaoe  at  the 
same  time.  There  is  an  absence  of  any  such 
condition  as  that  in  the  present  proposal  of  the 
Gx)vemment,  and  I  am  inclined  to  tlunk  that  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waikato 
and  the  late  Government  was  much  more  sound, 
and  in  a  right  direction.  It  was  teaching  the 
Natives  that  in  giving  them  these  advantages 
there  were  prescribed  forms  which  would  have 
to  be  complied  with.  There  is  no  such  condition 
as  that  in  the  present  proposal,  and  I  say  further 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that,  if  there  is  to 
be  a  continuance  or  an  increase  of  the  present 
system  of  special  representation,  the  double  sys- 
tem of  representation  which  the  Natives  have  at 
present  should  not  be  continued.  In  the  interest 
of  the  European  settlers  of  the  North  Island,  that 
is  necessary.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  this 
was  a  small  matter — ^it  only  meant  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  electorate.  It  may  only  mean  5 
or  10  per  cent,  now,  but  if  there  are  to  be  organi- 
zations in  another  place  like  there  has  been  in 
Hawke's  Bay  it  will  be  a  very  dangerous  thing, 
which  will  seriously  affect  the  prinleges  of  the 
European  settlers,  because  the  Native  vote  is  ab- 
solutely a  block  vote,  as  we  have  seen  in  the 
districts  in  which  it  has  been  exercised.  There- 
fore, if  the  Government  proposa  to  increase 
the  special  representation,  it  is  unreasonable  to 
ask  this  House  to  continue  the  present  dual 
system.  I  believe  the  Natives  would  support  the 
proposal  of  the  late  Government,  and  would  agpree 
to  registration.  There  is  no  proposal  of  this  kind 
to  come  before  the  House  this  session,  but  when 
it  does  I  shall  take  all  the  means  in  my  power  to 
have  the  matter  considered  in  the  interests  of  the 
European  population.  Those  are  the  points  to 
which  I  wished  to  address  myself.  I  am  sorry 
I  have  trespassed  so  long  upon  the  time  of  the 
House :  still  I  think  the  House  will  admit  that,  as 
one  of  the  late  GK>vemment,  it  was  but  fair  that 
I  should  put  on  record  what  we  had  done  in 
regard  to  Native  matters,  and  I  hope  that  I  have 
done  to  without  unduly  taking  advantage  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House.  I  think  it  is  fair  to 
say,  also,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  Native 
Minister  has  put  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment before  the  House  is  highly  creditable  to 
him ;  but  I  must  repeat,  in  conclusion,  that  he 
should,  when  making  his  statement,  have  told  the 
House  that  the  poUcy  of  the  Government  was, 
with  the  two  or  three  exceptions  I  have  referred 
to,  the  policy  of  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— Sir,  speaking  simplv  to  the 
question  before  the  House,  I  must  say  I  can  see 
no  reason  why  the  operation  of  the  Maori  Beal 
Estate  Management  Bill  should  be  confined  to  Go- 
vernment purchases.  I  think  there  is  sufficient 
protection  in  the  Bill  to  secure  that  private  pur= 
chasers  will  not  get  undue  advantages  any 
more  than  if  they  were  purchasing  from  pa- 
rents. The  purchasers  will  not  deal  with  the 
Natives,  but  will  deal  with  the  trustees.     The 
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truuaoium  will  be  inTMtigAted  bj  a  Judge  of  the 
Native  Land  Court,  and  the  machinery  is  tuch 
that  jnatioe  must  be  done.  I  fail  to  tee  that 
there  it  an j  reason  for  not  making  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  general.  I  altogether  object  to  clause 
9  of  the  Bill,  and  would  tpMnallj  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  honorable  membere  to  the  first  three  lines, 
which  would  appear  to  legalixe  possiblj  improper 
transactions.  It  sajs,  *'A11  pajroents  made  bj 
or  on  behalf  of  Her  Biajestj  on  account  of  anj 
such  purchase  of  real  estate  or  anj  interest 
therein  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  been  lawfuUj  made."  That  ap- 
pears to  be  a  lerj  improper  prorision,  and  I  shall 
oppose  it,  slthongh  I  shall  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  BiU. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— It  would  be  discouHeous 
not  to  i^ly  to  the  criticism  bj  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  CliTe  of  the  Natire  policj  of  the  GoTcm- 
ment,  because  I  recognize  that  he  is  entitled  to 
speak  with  authority  on  the  subject,  and  I  must 
admit  that  his  speech  was  Ttrj  Udr  and  tem- 
perate. The  bulk  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
speech,  however,  seemed  to  be  made  up  of  ad- 
missions  of  the  fact  that  our  policj  was  satisftic- 
toiy,  tempered,  of  course,  by  -assertions  that  in 
all  respects,  except  a  few,  it  was  borrowed  from 
our  predecessors.  On  two  or  three  points  we 
were  at  yarianoe  with  the  late  GoTcmment,  and 
one  of  these  was  with  regard  to  the  Natire  Land 
Sales  Suspension  BilL  1  must  say  that  on  thai 
point  the  honorable  gentleman  was  not  so  clear  as 
usual.  In  fact,  he  was  hazy,  because  he  told  us, 
in  the  first  placs,  that  the  Native  Land  Bill  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Waikato  was  the  best 
possible  solution  of  the  Native  land  difficulty, 
while,  in  the  next  breath,  he  told  us  he  approved 
of  the  Native  Land  Sales  Suspension  Bui,  the 
policy  of  which  was  in  a  totally  difierent  direc- 
tion. One  course  or  the  other  must  have  been 
wrong.  Either  the  Native  Land  Bill,  which  gave 
power  to  deal  with  Native  land,  was  wrong,  or 
the  Native  Land  Sales  Suspension  Bill,  which 
proposed  to  |;o  in  the  opposite  direction,  was 
wrong.  But  it  is  not  worth  while  now  to  dis- 
cuss which  course  was  right  or  proper.  It  is 
better  that  we  should  wait  till  next  year,  when 
a  Bill  of  a  more  important  character  will  be 
brought  down ;  but  I  may  say,  with  regard  to 
the  first  Bill,  that  its  defect  was  ver^  fairly 
pointed  out  when  it  was  under  discussion.  It 
was  shown  that  it  gave  a  dangerous  right  to  pass 
Native  land  through  the  Native  Land  Court  with- 
out any  restriction  whatever.  With  regard  to 
the  second  Bill,  I  say  that,  had  it  been  passed, 
despite  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District,  it  would  have  led 
to  a  disturbance.  The  honorable  gentleman  says 
that  in  dealing  with  that  question  I  was  going 
into  details,  but  I  wiU  lay  down  two  principles 
which  underlie  our  whole  policy  with  regard  to 
Native  land,  and  which,  if  iairly  carried  out,  will 
accomplish  the  great  object  we  have  in  view — the 
prevention  of  disturbances  with  the  Native  people 
in  future.  The  first  principle  is  this:  that  in 
determining  the  question  of  title  the  most  com- 
petent persons  for  the  purpose  are  the  leading 
men  amongst  the  Native  peo^  themselves.  The 
Mr.  Sutton 


great  point  in  questions  of  the  kind  is  to  aeeer- 
tain  what  is  a  Native  custmn,  and  they  are  the 
best  persons  to  say  what  is  a  Native  custom. 
The  second  point--aiid  to  this  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  refer — u  one  in  respect  of 
which  this  Ministry  can  certainly  claim  tne  idea 
of  novelty.  It  is  that  we  propose  that  in  all 
these  transaotions  not  one  sin^  person,  from  the 
Minister  downwards,  shall  ht  allowed  to  inter- 
fere in  acquiring  Native  land.  If  that  priiici^ 
is  properly  enforced  it  will  do  more  to  inspire 
the  Native  people  with  confidence  in  the  Land 
Purchase  Department  than  anything  else  that 
the  House  could  possibly  do,  and  the  moral  effsci 
will  be  that,  whereas  now  both  parties  are  looked 
on  with  distrust  in  the  Native  Land  Court,  thej 
will  be  locked  on  in  the  future  with  confidence. 
At  the  present  time  the  Natives  have  no  confi* 
denco  in  the  Land  Purchase  Department,  be- 
cause for  years  past  it  has  simply  been  a  means 
of  getting  land  for  the  CK>vemment  on  anj 
terms  whatever,  and  too  manj  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Agents  have  been  mixed  up  in  private 
t ransactions.  The  honorable  gentlonan  haa  agaiii 
referred,  in,  I  must  say,  not  the  fairest  terms,  to 
the  policy  of  his  predecessor ;  but  I  want  him 
to  understand,  and  I  want  the  House  to  under- 
stand, that  it  has  been  my  special  e^eavour,  in 
dealing  with  this  question,  to  say  all  that  I  poa- 
sibly  rould  in  favour  of  my  predecessor  in  omoe, 
and  to  scrupulously  abstain  from  referring  to 
matters  which  have  no  bearing  upon  the  present 
position,  or  which  might  possibly  give  offence  to 
others.  The  House,  I  think,  will  agree  that  that 
was  the  wisest  course  to  adopt.  There  was  no 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  differences  of  l^e  past  { 
and,  even  if  I  were  right  in  regard  to  any  of  theae 
matters,  I  could  afford  to  leave  unsaid  what  I 
might  have  said,  because  we  are  now  building  up  a 
polioy,  and  there  is  nothing  to  gain  by  "jumping" 
upon  our  predecessors.  But  I  will  say  thia,  witli 
regard  to  our  proposal  to  abstain  from  land  pur- 
chasing :  that  the  policy  is  ours,  and  cannot  be 
claimed  b^  anybody  else.  The  honorable  member 
for  the  Waikato,  when  he  introduced  his  Bill  last 
session,  stated  plainly  that  he  made  that  propoMl 
as  a  concession  to  the  opposite  side;  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  cannot  now  say  Uiat  we 
have  stolen  a  polioy  which  his  colleague  admitted 
having  taken  trom  us.  I  quite  admit  that  it  was 
an  oversight  on  my  part  not  to  state  that  I  con- 
sidered the  administration  of  the  department 
under  the  honorable  gentleman  to  have  been  of  a 
more  satisfactory  character  than  it  has  been  for 
some  years  past  In  saying  that,  I  wish  to  throw 
no  aspersion  on  Sir  Donald  McLean.  When  Sir 
Donald  McLean  was  Land  Purchase  Commis- 
sioner he  had  nothing  else  to  do,  and  his  wori[ 
was  well  done ;  but  when  he  was  called  upon  to 
take  up  this  polioy  his  hands  were  full  ot  work, 
and  he  had  to  leave  the  land-purchase  arran^ 
ments  to  other  people.  He  was  not  able  to  give 
the  time  to  supervise  the  arrangements,  and  con- 
sequently they  were  not  so  satisfactorily  con- 
ducted as  they  were  when  his  personal  influence 
was  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  The  honorable 
gentleman  says  he  intended  to  do  all  these  things, 
but  what  I  wish  to  point  out  is,  that  if  he  had 
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these  intentions,  if  this  was  his  polioj,  it  remained 
shut  up  in  his  own  breast.  I  ask  liim  to  point 
to  anj  speech  he  has  made  this  session  or  last 
session,  or  to  show  us  any  passage  in  his  Public 
Works  Statement,  which  indicates  that  he  had  in 
his  mind  a  systematic  policy  such  as  we  have 
derided.  He  cannot  do  so.  It  may  have  been 
that  he  was  prepared  to  drop  the  system  of  pur- 
chase by  commission,  but  I  say  for  myself  and 
on  behalf  of  my  colleagues  that  not  one  single 
paper  ]aid  before  us  by  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment led  us  to  belieye  that  that  scheme  was  in 
contemplation.  How  was  I  to  know  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  been  in  communication 
^ith  Mr.  Mackay  ?  There  was  no  paper  before  us 
to  show  it.  The  fact  is,  that  the  conclusion  to  re- 
tire from  purchase  on  commission  was  come  to  by 
us  in  Cabinet  upon  our  own  motion,  and  without 
any  suggestion  from  our  predecessors.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  any  such  intention  I  am 
glad  to  hear  it,  but  at  the  same  time  J  say  that 
we  hare  not  borrowed  it  from  him  ;  and  so  far  I 
suppose  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  coincidence 
of  great  minds.  Sir,  I  deny  that  I  hare  in  any 
one  single  instance  departed  from  the  opinions 
en  Native  matters  which  I  have  expressed  in 
this  House  since  1872.  I  hare  always  spoken 
•gainst  the  abandonment  of  the  pre-emptiTC 
right  by  the  Crown.  In  that  I  agree  with  Sir 
Donald  McLean.  I  hare  never  joined  in  the  cry 
that  we  should  alwavs  have  Native  disturbances. 
I  have  always  said  that  the  policy  of  peace  and 
progress  was  the  correct  pohcv,  and  so  far  as  I 
was  able,  as  a  member  of  the  House,  I  have 
advocated  that  policy.  And  if  it  did  happen 
that  that  was  carried  out  by  Sir  Donald  McLean, 
and  if  I  stick  to  it  now,  and  to  the  opinions  pre- 
viously expressed  by  me,  I  cannot  be  charged  with 
stealing  a  policy.  When  I  said  that  the  Native  land 
purchases  were  not  of  a  reproductive  character  I 
made  no  reference  to  the  value  of  the  land  that 
was  bought,  because  I  liave  always  held  the  opinion 
that,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  it  was  worth  while  to 
buy  bad  land  if  it  would  have  the  effect  of  main- 
taining peace  and  of  obliterating  the  operation  of 
the  Native  laws  and  Native  customs.  And,  speak- 
ing with  reference  to  this  point,  I  say  that,  while 
we  have  spent  all  this  money,  while  we  have  these 
returns  specifying  this  expenditure,  the  returns 
were  not  true,  the  purchases  were  not  completed, 
and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  we  attempted  to 
carry  them  out  we  should  find  that  the  point  would 
•till  have  to  be  settled.  I  understood  that  my 
honorable  friend  meant  to  point  out  especially 
in  his  speech  that  in  all  substantial  points  our 

r»]ioy  was  borrowed  from  our  predecessors.  Now, 
ask  the  House  to  say  fairly  if  he  has  justified 
that  assertion.  I  say  he  has  not.  He  lias,  indeed, 
told  us  what  he  was  doing  in  his  departmental 
CMAcity,  but  he  has  not  pointed  out  any 
official  act  of  his  in  this  House,  or  any  act  of 
the  late  Government,  which  would  entitle  him  to 
•ay  that  the  principles  laid  down  by  us  were 
the  principles  which  he  intended  to  carry  out. 
Now,  I  will  put  two  questions :  Was  their  poUcy 
contained  in  the  Native  Land  Bill,  or  was  their 
policy  contained  in  the  Native  Land  Sales  Sus- 
pension Bill  P    If  it  was,  which  was  it  P    Because 


the  policies  of  those  two  Bills  were  as  wide  as 
the  poles  asunder.  If  they  had  any  policy  at 
all,  it  was  a  policy  of  expediency.  They  were 
simply  groping  m  the  dark,  to  avoid  the  possibility 
of  a  hostile  vote,  and  in  the  course  of  twenty-four 
hours  they  reversed  all  their  former  views  in  order 
to  avoid  a  defeat.  I  listened  with  interest  to  the 
honorable  gentleman's  explanation  in  regard  to 
the  leases  in  the  Taupo  country.  I  do  not  say 
that  explanation  is  not  absolutely  correct,  but  I 
will  point  out  to  the  honorable  gentleman  that  I 
made  a  statement  to  the  House,  which  was  abso- 
lutely correct,  that  of  the  whole  of  the  leasehold 
lands  not  one  single  acre  was  in  a  position  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Government.  I  nad  no  infor- 
mation, the  House  had  no  information,  that  those 
leases  were  made  for  political  purposes.  All  we 
have  known  about  them  heretofore  is  that  they 
have  been  shown  as  valuable  assets  in  returns 
placed  before  this  House.  If  we  had  been  told 
that  these  leases  were  made  for  poUtical  pur- 
poses, that  would  have  been  a  different  matter. 
I  admit  that  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  leases  of 
large  blocks  of  country  in  order  to  pave  the  way 
to  the  settlement  of  the  Island.  It  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  give  up  this 
land.  We  will  stand  by  the  arrangement  and 
complete  it,  even  though  the  country  may  be  per- 
fectly worthless.  The  honorable  gentleman  says 
he  cannot  affree  to  our  proposals  with  regard  to 
these  unsetUed  blocks.  The  proposals  made  by 
us  are,  to  my  mind,  the  only  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion. If  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  think  my  proposal  was  to  give 
the  land  back  to  the  people  who  had  sold  it  and 
received  the  money,  because  the  arrangement  was 
incomplete,  they  are  mistaken.  My  proposal  was 
made  to  cover  cases  of  this  kihd — cases  where  a 
block  of  land,  sa^,  of  50,000  acres,  was  owned 
by  fifty  people:  if  forty  people  had  signed  and 
taken  the  money,  I  say,  let  those  forty  complete 
the  transaction.  You  cannot  compel  the  ten 
people  who  have  not  signed  to  complete  the 
transaction.  By  no  known  law  can  you  make 
those  people  sign.  What  I  proposed  was  this : 
that  we  should  say  to  these  forty  people,  ^*  Find 
out  what  your  interest  is,  give  us  a  good  title  to 
your  portion  of  the  land,  and  we  will. pay  you 
for  it.  I  think  the  House  will  see  from  what 
I  have  said  to-nifht  that  there  is  no  intention  on 
our  part  to  sacrifice  the  public  interest.  We  will 
keep  to  these  blocks,  and,  if  any  persons  con- 
nected with  our  departments  should  lend  them- 
selves to  any  attempt  to  supplant  the  Govern- 
ment in  these  negotiations,  tney  will  be  granted 
very  soant  grace  at  our  hands.  With  regard  to 
the  allocation  of  the  Land  Fund  for  the  com- 
pletion of  these  purchases,  I  may  say  at  onoe 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  misunderstood 
what  our  intention  is.  We  shall  be  compelled  to 
trespass  upon  the  Land  Fund  of  Auckland  to  a 
greater  extent  than  we  should  do,  but  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  put  that  ri^ht  next  year. 
Ever^  provincial  district  has  a  right  to  expect 
that  it  will  receive  all  it  is  entitled  to  from  the 
Land  Fund.  Now,  Sir,  a  special  point  made  by 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  to  which  I  object, 
is  this :  He  appears  to  think  there  will  be  no 
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chance  of  carrjing  out  a  policy  which,  while  it 
will  promote  the  conrersion  of  the  Natire  title 
into  Crown  grants,  will  preyent  undue  epecula- 
lion  and  open  the  way  to  settlement.  I  have  no 
heidtation  in  sajing  that  we  can  accomplish  all 
these  three  things  hj  having  a  good  Native  Land 
Act,  and  hy  having  the  Natire  Department  stand- 
ing on  its  own  account.  We  heliere  that  if  our 
proposals  are  carried  out  the  country  will  he  cut 
up  into  small  hlocks  for  settlement,  and  the  pas- 
toral blocks  will  be  disposed  of  more  profitably. 
Of  course  it  is  not  intended  that  all  land  shall  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  manner — that  the  inferior 
land  shall  be  dealt  with  in  exactly  the  same 
manner  as  the  superior.  I  hope  we  shall,  as  sen- 
sible men,  encourage  people  to  occupy  all  our  land. 
Bather  than  see  the  inferior  land  unoccupied,  I 
would  let  it  in  large  blocks  to  sheep-farmers,  for 
it  is  better  to  hare  it  occupied  by  sheep  than 
not  used  at  all.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
said  that  he  objected  to  our  having  the  power 
to  interfere  with  Natiye  Land  Courts  established 
under  the  Act  of  1878.  But  he  seems  to  forget 
that  he  and  the  party  to  which  he  belongs  have 
bad  that  power  ever  since  1878,  and  they  used  it 
for  the  purposes  of  Goremment.  We  do  not  in- 
tend to  use  it  for  the  purposes  of  Government, 
but  we  intend  to  leave  it  in  statu  quo  until  we 
have  a  sound  policy  in  connection  with  Native 
lands.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  referred  to 
the  question  of  Native  representation,  and  he 
said  that  I  had  not  put  faurly  before  the  Hoiise 
the  views  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Wai- 
kato  on  the  subject.  I  say  that  I  have  put  Mr. 
Whitaker's  views  fairly  before  the  House.  That 
gentleman  proposes  to  increase  Native  represen* 
tation  on  a  special  basis,  and  to  do  away  with  the 
power  of  the  Maoris  to  vote  for  European  mem- 
bers of  thii  House.  Now,  for  my  part  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  presence  of  fourteen  Natives  in 
the  House  woula  be  conducive  to  good  govern- 
ment, for  they  would  be  able  to  place  a  Govern- 
ment in  power  or  to  oust  it  when  they  thought 
proper.  I  should  not  eive  them  that  power 
until  they  have  risen  in  the  scale  of  civilization. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  said  that  I  have 
sot  been  distinct  in  my  statements  regarding  the 

iroposals  in  reference  to  the  Native  Land  Bill; 

•ut  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  him  details 
now  of  a  measure  which  is  to  be  brought  forward 
next  session.  I  have,  however,  stated  the  salient 
points  of  it.  I  have  said  that  one  of  its  prin- 
cipal provisions  will  be  the  conversion  of  the 
Native  titles.  It  has  been  said  that  I  got  this 
idea  from  the  honorable  member  for  the  East 
Coast  and  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden. 
I  say  I  did  not  get  that  idea  from  those  gentle- 
men at  all.  They  may  have  referred  to  it  re- 
cently, but  my  experience  of  eight  or  nine  years 
in  d^ng  with  the  Native  titles  taught  me  that 
it  would  be  a  good  thing.  I  may  remark,  by  the 
yray,  that  it  is  creditable  to  both  those  honorable 
gentlemen  that  they  have  come  to  the  same 
opinion  as  myself  on  the  subject.  I  am  reminded 
by  my  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Macandrew)  that 
this  very  point  was  a  subject  of  conversation  be- 
tween us  before  I  came  up  to  the  House  this 
■ettion.  But,  Sir,  I  say  that  this  is  not  the  proper 
Mr,  Sheehan 
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time  to  go  into  the  details  of  a  Bill  which  is  not 
to  be  introduced  until  next  session.  The  honor^ 
able  member  for  Egmont  once  asked  for  three 
weeks  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  the  Native 
mind  in  regard  to  a  Bill  which  -  affected  them, 
and  I  presume  that  he  ascertained  what  the 
Native  mind  was;  but  I  do  not  know  how  he 
did  it — perhaps  it  was  by  spiritual  agency.  I 
can  see  my  way,  with  the  assistance  of  my  col- 
leagues and  some  other  honorable  gentlemen,  to 
prepare  a  Bill  which  I  believe  wUl  meet  with 
universal  approval  at  the  hands  of  the  Natire 
people  ;  but  it  cannot  be  brought  down  until  next 
session.  We  shall  have  the  Bill  printed  and  cir- 
culated long  before  the  House  meets  next  year, 
so  that  its  provisions  will  be  well  known,  and  we 
shall  not  be  accused  of  introducing  importuit 
measures  at  the  dose  of  the  session.  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  longer.  I 
have  spoken  my  mind,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Clivo  has  spoken  his  mind,  and  I  will  admit 
that  his  speech  was  a  calm  and  temperate  one. 
That  honorable  gentleman,  however,  made  an 
attempt  to  prove  that  we  had  stolen  the  clothes 
of  the  late  Government,  but,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 
the  late  Government  never  had  any  clothes  while 
they  were  in  office.  In  conclusion,  I  may  aay. 
Sir,  that,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  our  policy 
will  be  a  policy  of  absolute  peace.  We  desire,  if 
possible,  to  enable  the  Public  Works  poUcj  to 
be  carried  out  to  as  ^reat  an  extent  as  that  can 
be  done  without  running  the  risk  of  a  Native  out- 
break, and  therefore  we  will  be  as  patient  as 
our  predecessors  have  been.  Only  on  the  occur- 
rence of  a  crisis  would  we  for  a  moment  think 
of  imperilling  the  peace  of  the  conntrj.  I 
believe  that  if  our  proposals  are  carried  out  a 
good  deal  of  the  ill-feeUng  which  has  existed  in 
the  minds  of  the  Native  people  for  years  past 
will  be  removed.  I  know  that  nearly  ill  our  past 
difficulties  have  arisen  owing  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  land  purchases  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  past  few  years.  If  you  show  a  dis- 
position to  befriend  the  Natives  and  to  teach  them 
to  be  provident  with  the  proceeds  of  their  land, 
you  will  go  a  long  way  to  secure  their  confidence. 
What  we  have  to  anticipate  is  this :  that  by  the 
process  of  conversion  of  Native  title  we  may  have, 
m  the  course  of  a  few  years,  a  number  of  land- 
sharks  in  the  possession  of  the  Native  land ;  but  if 
the  process  goes  on  fairly  and  moderately,  if  you 
induce  the  Natives  to  part  with  their  laud,  land 
which  is  of  no  use  to  them  at  the  present  time, 
you  will  lead  to  the  proper  settlement  of  the 
colony.  If  you  endeavour  to  teach  them — it  may 
be  a  troublesome  task  —  habits  of  providence, 
and  get  them  to  invest  the  money  they  acquire 
from  the  sales  of  their  land,  I  believe  they  will 
witness  the  transference  of  their  lands  into  the 
hands  of  the  Europeans  with  satisfaction,  and 
with  a  conviction  that  they  have  been  fairiy 
dealt  with.  It  is  a  saying  current  among  the 
Natives  that  women  and  land  are  the  causes  of  all 
evil.  Well,  women  have  been  the  cause  of  evil 
from  time  immemorial,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
in  these  Islands  the  land  question  is  the  ques- 
tion which  causes  most  trouble  to  the  Natives. 
Land  is  the  subject  of  all  their  meetings,  and  if 
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you  look  into  their  petitions,  which  oome  up  to 
this  House  hy  hundreds,  jou  will  find  that  thej 
relate  to  land.  I  say,  let  us  introduoe  a  sjstem 
which  will  work  fairly  for  them  ;  let  us  promote 
the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  at  the  same 
time  secure  fair-play  for  them  in  their  dealings  ; 
let  us  teach  them  provident  habits  ;  let  us  show 
them  that  they  wilt  gain  by  being  careful  of  the 
money  they  receive  for  their  lands ;  let  us  do 
these  things,  and  we  shall  settle  the  Native  dif- 
ficulty for  ever.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
longer.  I  can  only  hope  that  we  shall  have  a 
chance  of  giving  effect  to  our  proposals.  I  feel 
certain  that,  if  we  set  ourselves  to  the  task  and 
produce  the  measure  I  have  referred  to,  we  shall 
not  have  the  opposition  oven  of  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  because,  after  all,  the 
matter  is  too  large  a  one  to  quarrel  upon.  There 
are  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  who  know  as 
much  of  this  matter  as  I  do,  and  who  will  be 
able  to  recognize  that  good  effects  are  likely  to 
follow  our  efforts.  If  we  are  to  take  up  the  ques- 
tion at  all,  we  shall  take  it  up  during  the  recess, 
and,  if  we  allow  the  principles  which  I  have 
pointed  out  in  my  statement  and  in  my  reply  to 
night,  a  Bill  will  be  produced  which  will  com- 
mand the  confidence  of  this  House,  and  satisfy 
the  requirements  of  both  Europeans  and  Natives 
in  this  colony. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  2Sth  November,  1877. 

First  Eeadiog—Third  Reading— Gore  Bail  way  Bridge— 
Taranaki  Smelting  Works  BUI— Food  and  Drags  Bill 
— Crown  Redress  BiU. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READING 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
District  Railways  Bill. 

aORE  RAILWAY  BRIDGE. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore,  Whether  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  plank  the  centre  of  the  railway  bridge 
at  GK>re,  so  as  to  admit  of  horses  being  taken 
across  thereon?  Some  three  or  four  years  ago, 
when  the  bridge  across  the  Mataura  was  first  con- 
structed, the  inhabitants  on  one  side  of  the  river 
found  it  extremely  inconvenient  to  get  access  to 
the  township  on  the  other  side,  and  they  re> 
quested  the  Government  to  plank  the  side  of  the 
bridge,  so  as  to  allow  a  footway  across.  That 
was  effected  after  some  considerable  delay,  but  a 
ereater  difiBcnlty  had  since  arisen:  the  change 
m  the  current  of  the  water  at  the  bridge  had 
altered  the  channel  of  the  river  and  spoilt  the 
ford,  so  that  when  the  river  was  high  the  people 
had  to  leave  their  horses  and  carts  at  the  further 


end  of  the  bridge  while  they  themselves  crossed 
on  foot  to  the  township.  The  only  alternative 
would  be  to  buQd  another  bridge  over  the  river, 
but  he  wished  to  ascertain  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  agree  to  plank  the  centre  of  the  rail- 
way bridge,  so  as  to  render  it  available  for  ordi- 
nary traffic.  He  had  no  doubt  the  matter  had 
been  considered  by  the  engineers,  and  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  be  able  to  give  him  a 
reply. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  instruc- 
tions had  already  been  issued  to  plank  the  bridge 
at  Gore,  so  as  to  lidmit  of  ordinary  traffic,  and 
Mr.  Conyers  would  do  it  with  his  own  men,  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  railway  traffic. 

TARANAKI  SMELTING  WORKS  BILL. 

▲DJOUBVED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  he  had 
asked  the  Council  to  adjourn  the  previous  debate 
on  this  BQl,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  make  in- 
quiries, as  it  appeared  to  involve  the  question  of 
public  lands  and  public  money.  This  question 
had  been  carefully  examined  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee in  another  place,  whose  report  was  favour- 
able to  the  Bill.  The  Government  had  accepted 
the  measure,  and  no  opposition  on  their  part 
would  be  offered  to  it.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  the  effect  that  the  company  had 
not  strictly  complied  with  the  terms  of  "The 
Taranaki  iron  Smelting  Works  Lands  Act,  1874," 
in  not  possessing  an  actual  capital  of  £30,000, 
that  being  one  of  the  conditions  to  be  fulfilled 
before  the  company  could  become  entitled  to  a 
Crown  grant  for  5,000  acres.  But,  taking  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  company  had  ex- 
pended a  large  sum  of  money  on  plant,  and  paid 
£1,250  for  the  land  in  question,  the  Committee 
recommended  that  a  grant  should  be  issued  for 
the  land  to  the  company  when  they  had  manu- 
factured to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Government 
100  tons  of  marketable  cast-iron  from  the  Tara- 
naki iron-sand.  It  was  on  the  basis  of  that 
recommendation  that  this  Bill  was  introduced. 
There  was  n  primd  facie  case  made  out,  which  at 
first  satisfied  the  Superintendent  of  the  Province 
of  Taranaki  that  the  £30,000  had  been  actually 
subscribed.  But  it  appeared  that  the  small  sum 
that  was  short — about  £3,000  in  paid-up  shares — 
had  been  given  in  payment  for  a  patent  to  smelt 
the  iron-sand.  But,  as  the  interest  in  these  paid- 
up  shares  was  subsequently  bought  by  the  com- 
pany, the  shares  were  not  issued,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  necessary  amount  of  capital  had 
not  been  subscribed,  and,  therefore,  that  there 
had  not  been  a  bond  fide  compliance  with  the  Act. 
The  Gbvemment  woidd  make  no  objection  to  this 
proposal,  on  condition  that  the  company  really 
proved  that  it  was  a  success  by  producing  100 
tons  of  marketable  iron.  He  apprehended  that,  if 
it  did  that,  the  colony  would  gain  quite  enough  to 
repay  it  for  conceding  this  little  further  payment 
on  account. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  did  not  think  the 
information  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  entirely  satisfactory.  In  the  first  place,  he 
had  not  told  them  what  the  conditions  were 
which  were  referred  to  in  the  2nd  clause  of  the 
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Bill  as  bmnff  thoM  which  potnUj  might  not 
hare  heen  fmljr  complied  witn  bj  the  company 
bj  the  Ist  January,  1879.  Bo  far  as  he  remem- 
bered, the  Act  of  1874  was  Tcry  carefully  scruti- 
nized by  a  Committee,  and  it  was  felt  by  the 
Council,  when  it  gave  its  assent  to  the  measure, 
that  ererything  bad  been  done  which  could  in 
fairness  be  expected  in  &Tour  of  this  Taranaki 
Company,  which  a  great  many  members  of  the 
Council  regarded  as  being  a  sham,  and  which,  it 
now  appeared,  had  been  unable  to  raise  the  miser- 
able amount  necessary  to  start  the  undertaking. 
If  the  Council  passed  this  Bill  in  its  present  shape 
it  would  be  domg  a  rery  rash  act,  and  one  which 
it  would  hereafter  see  reason  to  regret.  Consider- 
ing the  dearth  of  information  on  the  subject,  he 
would  more.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  would  be  gUd  to 
afford  the  honorable  member  the  information  lie 
desired.  The  first  condition  the  company  had  to 
submit  to  was  to  seleot  6,000  acres  of  forest  land  ; 
the  next  was  to  pay  5b.  an  acre  for  that  land ; 
another  condition  was  that  they  [should  hare  an 
actual  capital  of  £80,000 ;  and  they  had  also  to 
expend  £10,000  in  the  erection  of  furnaces  and 
plant  for  the  purpose  of  smeltins  the  iron-sand. 
The  company  uad  selected  the  land ;  had  paid  the 
money  for  it;  had  spent  not  only  £10,000,  but,  he 
belicTed,  £18,000  in  the  attempt  to  smelt  iron ; 
and  they  had  subscribed  capital  to  the  amount  of 
£27,410,  the  balance  between  that  sum  and  the 
required  £30,000  haying  been  paid  in  shares  for 
the  goodwill  of  a  patent,  and  which  transaction  the 
company  regarded  as  equiralent  to  the  actual  sale 
of  snares.  The  company,  ^erefore,  considered 
that  they  had  complied  with  the  conditions  in 
every  particular.  That  was  the  position  of  the 
case.  The  £3,000  worth  of  shares  had  not  been 
issued,  but,  having  arranged  about* them  for  the 
smelting  patent,  the  company  considered  the 
amount  as  capital  subscribed.  He  did  not  see 
that  the  Bill  was  a  yery  great  advantage  to  the 
company.  It  merely  gave  them  a  year's  grace  to 
smelt  the  100  tons  of  iron.  His  own  impression 
was  that  it  woidd  be  very  undesirable  to  do  it ; 
but  still  the  whole  question  came  to  this  point : 
The  GK)yemment  must  either  give  the  land  or  re- 
turn the  money.  They  had  reoeiTed  £1|£&0  for 
the  land,  and  must  either  give  the  company  a  title 
to  it,  or  return  the  money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  considered 
that  it  was  not  expedient  to  encourage  this  ex- 
periment any  furuer.  It  had  been  tried  in 
various  places  and  for  a  number  of  years,  without 
any  good  result  whatever.  More  than  that,  he 
considered  the  whole  thing  a  perfect  faroe — the 
pidung  up  the  sand  and  making  it  into  bricks 
to  be  re-melted.  There  nas  not  the  sliffhtest 
occasion  for  that  double  process,  because  Niature 
had  provided  an  unlimited  supply  of  this  iron- 
sand  in  a  much  more  favourable  condition  for 
manufacture  than  the  bricks  that  were  made  for 
the  purpose  of  smelting.  From  Kaipara  south- 
waros  there  were  200  miles  ef  coast  where  this 
sand  was  here  and  there  mixed  up  with  a  kind 
of  rock  formation.  Ho  had  himself  had  experi- 
ments conducted  i^ith  this  rock  by  Messrs.  Fraaer 
ifoii.  Mr,  ManUll 


and  Tinne,  ironfounders,  of  Auddand,  and  they 
had  been  attended  «ith  the  greatest  sueeeaa. 
They  merely  placed  the  stuff  into  a  crociUe  wiliH 
out  any  flux  whatever,  and  it  melted  very  taeoeaa- 
fully,  dthoueh  a  little  dross  was  perceptible.  He 
took  some  o?  it,  without  any  dross,  to  a  black' 
smith,  who  manipulated  it  and  made  it  into  litUe 
bars  of  iron,  which  presented  an  excellent  appear- 
ance. There  was  not  the  sign  of  a  oraok  m  ibe 
iron,  and  it  was  capable  of  bein^  pulled  oat  to 
almost  any  fineness.  The  blacksmith,  who  was  an 
old  man  and  who  Imd  been  working  at  his  trade 
since  he  was  a  boy,  said  it  was  the  finest  material 
he  had  ever  touched  in  his  life.  Now,  ocmudermg 
that  the  iron  existed  in  a  state  of  nature  wiUioat 
requiring  the  trouble  and  expense  of  mixing  it  i^ 
in  the  form  of  bricks,  it  seemed  a  perfect  faroe 
that  these  smelting  operations  should  oontinne 
any  longer.  They  had  had  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Hector  and  other  scientific  men  on  the  subjeelv 
and  experiments  had  been  tried  on  a  lazve  scale 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  notably  in  Canada, 
where  the  sand  existed  in  enormous  quantities, 
and  they  had  all  fedled.  Such  being  the  oase,  he 
could  not  see  the  necessity  for  continuing  this 
faroe  any  longer.  He  would  support  the  amend- 
ment. 

Question  put,  '*That  the  word  'now,*  pn>- 
posed  to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  questioii ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         19 

Noes         8 

Majority  for        11 

ATB8. 

Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Peterson, 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Peacock, 

Captain  Eraser,  Mr.  Peter, 

Dr.  G-race,  Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Russell, 

Mr.  Holmes,  Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Lahmann,  Mr.  Wigley, 

Mr.  Menzies,  Mr.  WiUiamson, 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  WQson. 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Nobs. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  Lieut -Colonel  Kennj, 

Colonel  Brett,  Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Chamberlin,  Mr.  Pharasyn, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,         Dr.  Pollen. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
in  Committee. 

IN  OOMMITTBB. 

Clause  2. — Company  entitled  to  grant  of  lasd 
on  smelting  one  hundred  tons  of  iron. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P:^COCK  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  words  "  one  hundred  "  be  atrock 
out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  word  "fifl^  *' 
in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  dause ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  followiiig  re- 
sult:— 
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Ayes         

Noes         

Majority  against... 


10 
12 


Ayes. 


Dr.  Grace, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kennyi 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Peter, 


Mr.  Tharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Wilson. 


Noes. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


Tbe  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  clause  as  amended  passed. 

The  Bill  was  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments,  and  the  third  reading  fixed  for  next 
sitting  day. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  intro- 
duced hecause  the  Act  of  1866  had  been  found 
to  be  practically  inapplicable  to  all  the  circum- 
stances that  were  likely  to  arise.  It  was  founded 
on  the  English  Act  of  1872,  which  had  been 
found  to  be  a  much  more  serriceable  measure 
than  tbe  Act  of  1875,  under  which,  he  believed, 
there  bad  not  yet  been  a  single  conviction.  It 
was  stated,  with  what  truth  he  -was  not  iq  a 
position  to  say,  that  adulteration  in  articles  of 
food  was  exceedingly  common  in  this  country, 
and  even  more  common  in  articles  of  drink.  If 
this  were  true,  it  was  clearly  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  interfere,  in  order  to  protect  the 
public  health,  and  to  repress  that  inordinate 
cravinff  for  liauor  which  was  said  to  be  the  result 
of  admterated  drink.  Moreover,  it  was  said  that 
the  effect  of  drink  sold  at  some  of  the  worst 
publicbouses  was  practically  to  what  was  called 
**  hocofl  "  the  unfortunate  frequenters,  and  when 
they  got  into  that  state  many  further  crimes 
wero  committed  which  would  be  avoided  if  they 
retained  their  senses.  It  was  provided  tbat  there 
should  be  local  officers  to  carry  out  the  Act,  and 
there  were  alreadv  Government  analysts  in  the 
prinoipal  centres  of  population.  Honorable  gentle- 
men would  find  if  they  looked  over  the  Bill  that 
it  rerr  closely  followed  the  English  Act  of  1872, 
and  that  the  leading  precautions  adapted  to  the 
state  of  society  in  the  colony  were  inserted.  He 
thought  he  was  right  in  sayme  that  the  Bill  had 
been  drawn  up  with  the  fufi  sanction  of  Dr. 
Hector,  who,  ne  had  been  giv^li  to  understand, 
had  paid  attention  to  the  various  provisions  of 
the  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  hoped  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  see  his  way,  when  in  Com- 
mittee, to  erase  the  17th  clause.  He  did  not  see 
why  they  should  hamper  their  Acts  more  than 
WBS  neoetsary  by  a  provision  tbat  they  should 


only  come  into  operation  piecemeal  throughout 
the  country*  It  would  be  better  to  at  once  make 
the  appUcation  of  the  Bill  general. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  that,  in  looking 
over  the  Bill,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any 
noticeable  advantage  was  to  be  gained  by  tbe 
alteration  of  the  law  of  1866.  He  observed  that 
in  several  points  the  Bill  differed  from  the  Act  of 
1866,  but  be  did  not  know  that  in  every  respect 
those  alterations  were  ad?antageou9.  He  con- 
fessed that  he  had  hardly  had  time  to  devote 
sufficient  attention  to  a  consideration  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill,  but,  so  far  as  he  had  observed, 
the  chief  advantage  to  be  gained  was  in  having 
a  local  officer  whose  special  duty  it  would  be  to 
inquire  into  such  cases.  Under  the  existing  Act 
that  duty  was  not  the  duty  of  any  particular 
officer,  and  any  person  might  take  the  necessary 
steps.  But,  as  they  knew  from  the  old  proverb, 
what  was  everybody's  business  really  became  the 
business  of  no  one.  Under  the  Bill  the  duty 
would  be  discharged  by  Inspectors  specially  told 
off.  In  one  respect  he  thought  the  Bill  was  not 
an  improvement — there  was  no  provision  for 
publishing  the  names  of  those  who  transgressed. 
In  the  Act  of  1866  it  was  provided  that  the 
Justices  might  publish  the  names  of  offenders. 
That  seemed  to  him  a  very  good  clause  indeed. 
The  certainty  of  being  gibbeted  in  this  way 
would  no  doubt  have  a  strong  deterring  effect. 
There  were  some  points  in  which  the  Bill  mieht 
be  improved  in  Committee.  Upder  the  existing 
Act  the  purchaser  had  to  prove  that  the  vendor 
had  notice  of  his  intention  to  get  the  substances 
analyzed.  He  thought  there  should  be  some 
provision  whereby  the  samples  to  be  taken  should 
be  sealed  in  the  presence  of  the  vendor,  and  that 
notice  should  be  given  to  the  latter  that  the 
samples  were  to  be  anal j zed.  Unless  that  were 
done  a  doubt  must  necessarily  exist  as  to  whether 
the  samples  analyzed  were  the  same  as  those 
bought. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  was  very  glad  that  this 
Bill  had  been  introduced.  It  was  a  subject  of 
the  greatest  importance,  and,  so  far  as  he  was 
able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  Bill,  it  seemed  to 
be  an  improvement  upQn  the  existing  law.  It 
appeared  to  be  taken  almost  entirely  from  the 
English  Act  of  1872,  which  liad  been  found  to 
wowc  efficiently.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Bill  did  not  provide  for 
the  publication  of  the  names  of  offenders.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  turn  to  the  5th 
clause  he  would  find  it  was  provided  that — 

"  If  any  person  so  convicted  shall  afterwards 
commit  tne  like  offence,  such  Justices  or  Magis- 
trate shall  cause  such  offender's  name,  place  of 
abode,  and  offence  to  be  published,  at  the  expense 
of  such  offender,  in  such  newspaper  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  to  the  said  Justices  or  Magis- 
trate shall  seem  desirable." 

He  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  that  it 
would  1^  better  to  erase  clause  17.  He  thought 
the  protection  of  the  public  from  the  adulteration 
of  food  and  drink  was  so  important  that  now,  in 
the  altered  condition  of  the  colony,  when  the 
Provincial  Governments  were  no  longer  in  being 
— the  existence  of  which  no  doubt  led  to  the 
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insertion  of  this  clause  in  former  Acts — this  Bill 
should  be  made  to  apply  all  dver  Ihe  colony. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOEE  would  be 
inclined,  in  Commiltee,  to  adopt  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell's  suggestion  to  erase  clause  17. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CROWN  REDRESS  BILL. 

ITiis  Bill  was  recommitted. 

Clause  3. — What  is  a  claim  or  demand. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moved,  That 
the  following  words  be  struck  out  :  "  Provided 
that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  by  virtue  of  this 
Act  to  prosecute  or  enforce  any  claim  against  Her 
Majesty  in  the  nature  of  an  action  for  specific 
relief  for  the  performance  of,  nor  any  action  for 
damages  for  the  breach  of,  any  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  waste  or  other  lands  of  the  Crown." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  "  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult: — 

Ayes         15 

Noes         12 


Majority  for 


Captain  Bail  lie, 
Sir  F.Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mantell, 


Aybs. 

Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Paterson, 
'  Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Peter, 
I  Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 
I  Mr.  Wigley. 


Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Menzics, 


Noes. 

I  Mr.  Nurse, 
I  Dr.  Pollen, 
I  Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson. 


Tlie  motion  was  consequently  negatived,  and 
the  clause  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  reported  to  the  Council,  and  the 
third  reading  fixed  for  next  ^itting  day. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  nine 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednetday,  28M  Novetnler,  1877. 

First  l^eadings— Second  Beadings— Third  Headings— Hsr- 
hour  Boards  —  Aeent-Qeneral  —  T.  Thomson— Wai- 
pawa  County— Wulace  and  Fiord  Hospital- Aparima 
Bridge— Wallace  and  Fiord  Hospital— Native  Lands 
Frauds  Prevention  Act— Auckland  Public  Works- 
Emplojmont  of  Females  Bill— Waikato  Port  Bill- 
Maori  Kaika  Road— Catlin's  River — Martin's  Baj— 
Grey  River  Bridge— Forest  Trees  Planting  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Waate  Lands  Boards  Bill,  Q-ovemment  Native 
Land  Purchases  Bill. 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall 


SECOND  READINGS. 
Wyndham  Show-Ground  Bill,  Whangarei  Port 
Bill,  Foxton  Reserves  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Nelson  Rifle  Prize  Bill,  Giebome  Harbour  Bill, 
Taranaki  Roads  and  Bridges  BilL 

,  HARBOUR  BOARDS. 

I  Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
''  Public  "Works,  What  arrangementa  exist  for  the 
payment  to  Harbour  Boards  of  moneys  collected 
by  the  Railway  Department  for  them ;  also, 
whether  the  authorities  at  Wellington,  or  the 
local  officers,  are  responsible  for  the  delays  th&t 
now  take  place  in  the  payment  of  such  moneyfi? 
The  Bluff  Harbour  Board  and  the  Lyttelton  Hm- 
bour  Board  were  particularly  interested  in  the 
answer  which  would  be  given  by  the  Qt>vemment 
to  this  question,  because  the  Harbour  Boards  of 
those  two  places  had  entered  into  arrangements 
with  the  RaQway  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  collect  the  wharfage  dues  and  hand 
them  over  regularly  to  the  Harbour  Boards ;  bat 
for  some  ten  weeks  past  the  money  had  not  been 
handed  over  to  the  proper  owners.  A  great  ded 
of  inoonvenience  had  been  caused  thereby.  His 
desire  was  that  the  Government  should  ascertain 
whose  fault  it  was  that  the  money  had  not  been 
handed  over. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  arrangement  at  pre- 
sent existing  was  that  the  accounts  were  som- 
marized  in  the  railway  accounts  as  part  of  the 
traffic  accounts,  and  the  money  had  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  Wellington.  The  local  officers  were 
responsible  for  any  delay  that  took  place  in  the 
payment  of  the  moneys.  The  whole  nmtter  was 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Minister  lot 
Public  Works. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 

Dr.  HENRY  asked  the  Premier,  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  retain  the  services 
of  Sir  Julius  Yogel  as  Agent-General  for  the 
colony  ?  He  asked  this  question  because  it  had 
been  reported  that  another  gentleman  was  to  be 
afipointed  to  the  office  of  Agent-GeneraL  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  had  rendered  great  services  to  the 
colony,  and  he  knew  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  a 
large  number  of  honorable  members  that  if  it 
was  convenient  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  to  retain  the 
office  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  cokmy 
that  he  should  do  so. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  the  GoTcmment 
had  not  yet  come  to  a  decision  with  regard  to  a 
single  fact  relating  to  the  future  of  the  Agency. 
Therefore  he  could  not  give  the  honorable  gen  tie* 
man  the  information  asked  for. 

T.  THOMSON. 

Mr.  WOOD  asked  the  Government,  What 
steps  they  intend  taking  in  reference  to  the  pfti- 
tion  of  Thomas  Thomson,  whose  services  as  Har* 
bourmaster  at  the  Bluff  have  been  dispensed  with 
by  the  Government  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  there  were  several 
other  harbourmasters  who  were  similariy  situated. 
The  whole  of  their  cases  were  now  under  th« 
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consideration  of  the  Q-oferoment,  but  it  had  not 
yet  been  decided  what  steps  shoidd  be  taken  with 
regard  to  them.  As  soon  as  anj  decision  was 
arrived  at  he  would  inform  the  House. 

WAIPAWA  COUNTY. 

Mr.  REE3  asked  the  QoTemment,  If  they  will 
lay  before  thb  House  the  original  Oazette  pro- 
claiming the  divisions  of  the  County  of  Waipawa 
and  the  representation  of  the  different  ridings  of 
the  said  county,  together  with  a  copy  of  all  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  of  any  ohanees  of  such 
representation  or  of  boundaries  of  such  ridinj|8, 
with  anj  minutes  relating  to  such  changes  ?  He 
explained  that  what  he  required  was  the  original 
copy  of  the  Oazette  in  question. 

Sir  a.  GREY  replied  that  he  had  a  copy  of 
the  original  Oazette  in  his  hand,  and  he  would 
now  lay  it  on  the  table,  with  a  copy  of  the  tele- 
gram asked  for. 

WALLACE  AND  FIORD  HOSPITAL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HODGKINSON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  Gbyemment  be  requested  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  next  session  to  l£g&Uy  empower 
the  transfer  of  the  Wallace  and  Fiord  Counties 
HosfHtal  and  grounds  to  the  Hospital  Trustees. 

APARIMA  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  HODaKINSON  moved,  That  this  House 
will,  on  next  private  members'  day,  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of 
an  address  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  re- 
questing him  to  cause  to  be  placed  on  the 
supplementary  Estimates  a  sum  sufficient  for 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  siiitable  for  heavy 
traffic  on  the  Aparima  River  at  or  near  Collie  s 
Ford. 

Mr.  REID  said  he  did  not  intend  to  oppose 
the  motion,  but  he  thought  that  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly desirable  if  some  plan  were  devised 
wherebj  these  motions  should  not  come  before 
the  House.  As  the  country  was  at  present 
in  a  transition  state  between  the  old  form  of 

government  and  the  new  sjstem  of  government, 
e  would  be  prepared  to  allow  motions  of  this 
sort  to  pass ;  but  otherwise  he  would  not  approve 
of  them.  They  were  not  motions  that  ought  to 
come  before  this  House.  When  motions  of  this 
sort  were  dealt  with  by  the  House  other  honor- 
able members  were  compelled  to  bring  forward 
similar  motions,  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
their  respective  districts.  He  hoped  some  plan 
would  be  devised  whereby  the  construction  of 
roads  and  bridges  would  be  thrown  upon  the 
various  sections  of  the  cd  -^ryj^  subject  to  some 
fixed  uniform  rule  on  wbicli  assistance  might 
be  given  by  the  Governmeut,  so  that  they 
would  not  bhe  brought  before  the  House.  H!e 
quite  admitted'  that,  in  the  present  transition 
state,  if  there  was  anything  to  be  done,  this  was 
the  time  in  which  they  should  clear  up  past 
inequalities  and  past  actions  whereby  some  dis- 
tricts had  not  had  a  fair  share  of  tne  ordinary 
revenue  given  to  them,  and  which  under  the  old 
system  would  have  been  able  to  get  some  of 
these  works  carried  out.  This  was  a  very  ap- 
propriate time  in  which,  as  it  were,  to  balance 

VOL.  ZZYUr-^r. 


the  account,  so  that  every  district  should  ba 
placed  on  a  fair  footing.  Some  fixed  rule  should 
be  adopted  by  the  Government  to  deal  with 
these  cases,  so  that  they  would  not  require  sepa- 
rate appropriations  by  the  House.  He  could 
approve  of  this  motion,  as  the  bridge  referred  to 
was,  he  believed,  a  very  necessary  work,  and  one 
which  he  hoped  would  be  earned  out  in  due 
course. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  quite  agreed  with  the  sug- 
gestions thrown  out  by  the  honorable  memb^ 
for  the  Xaieri,  but  at  the  same  time  there  was  no 
other  course  for  honorable  gentlemen  to  adopt 
than  that  which  was  now  being  followed.  They 
must  not  forget  that  this  was  one  of  the  effects 
of  the  carrying  out  of  the  Abolition  policy. 
They  were  likely  to  hear  more  of  these  questions 
than  they  had  ever  before  heard  in  the  House^ 
and  the  Assembly  would  have  to  consider  mat- 
ters which  formerly  were  dealt  with  bv  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils.  No  doubt  they  would  have  to 
deal  with  many  motions  which  might  be  con- 
sidered fancy  motions.  Some  of  them  would  be 
genuine,  but  others  woald  be  of  a  fancy  cha- 
racter. By  this  system  honorable  members  were 
encouraged  to  bring  forward  some  scheme  on, 
behalf  of  their  districts  with  the  view  of  put- 
ting themselves  right  before  their  constituents. 
He  admitted  that  this  was  a  very  great  evil,  and 
it  arose  from  this  cause:  In  carrying  out  the 
abolition  of  the  provioces  they  did  not  consider 
their  real  financial  position,  and  they  imposed 
on  the  counties  burdens  which  the  counties  could 
not  possibly  bear.  It  would  be  impossible  for  the 
counties  to  carry  out  the  works  put  upon  them, 
and  there  should  be  some  scheme  whereby  the 
coanties  would  be  assisted  to  make  main  roads 
and  bridges  throughout  the  country.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  6k>vemment,  within  a  reasonable 
time,  to  bring  down  such  a  scheme  to  the  House. 
There  was  but  one  other  alternative — ^nam^,  the 
establishment  of  a  thoroughly  good  Public  Works 
Committee  before  whidi  every  one  of  these  mo- 
tions would  come.  A  Committee  of  that  cha- 
racter could  take  evidence  upon  the  various  pro- 
posed works  and  he  believed  the  Committee  would 
be  conservative  enough  to  set  their  faces  against 
anything  like  jobs,  or  executing  unnecessary  works. 
Honorable  members  must  either  make  up  their 
minds  to  supplement  the  funds  of  the  counties  to 
enable  them  to  undertake  the  construction  of 
main  roads  and  bridges  throughout  the  country, 
or  there  must  be  some  buffer  between  the  House 
and  the  GK>vemment  whereby  these  matters  could 
be  gone  into  properly,  and  such  action  taken  upon 
them  as  would  enable  the  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the  merits  of 
particular  claims.  He  would  say  at  once  that 
what  they  had  now  seen  was  the  outcome  of 
Abolition.  They  had  been  explicitly  told  that  such 
a  |tato  of  things  would  not  be  the  result  of  Aboli- 
tion. They  were  told  that  when  Abolition  was 
carried  out  the  Assembly  would  rise  to  its  proper 
position  and  become  a  great  colonial  Parliament, 
which  would  discuss  only  great  State  afikirs — ^that 
such  matters  as  this  would  only  be  heard  of  in  the 
local  bodies,  and  would  be  discussed  by  them  only. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  this  Assembly  had 
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become  one  vast  Countj  Council,  dealing  with 
parish  business,  determining  questions  of  making 
roads  and  bridges  over  the  whole  country.  That 
was  a  state  of  things  which  should  not  continue 
to  exist,  and,  so  far  as  the  QoTemment  were  con- 
cerned, it  would  be  their  duty  next  session  to 
invite  the  House  to  consider  this  whole  question 
on  some  definite  plan. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  said  this  was  not  the  out- 
come of  Abolition,  but  the  result  of  that  polioy 
not  haying  been  properly  carried  out.  If  the  late* 
Qovernment  had  been  allowed  to  carry  out  that 
policy  they  would  have  been  in  a  different  posi- 
tion. From  the  action  of  the  present  GoTem- 
ment  and  of  thehr  supporters,  the  people  of  the 
country  were  led  to  believe  that  this  state  of 
things  was  the  outcome  of  Abolition,  whereas  it. 
was  not.  If  this  House  had  honestly  set  to  work 
and  properly  carried  out  Abolition,  they  would 
not  nave  been  in  this  position.  Ihe  County 
Councils  had  not  the  money  put  to  their  credit 
to  make  roads  and  bridges ;  Uiey  were  continually 
making  applications  for  it,  and  could  not  get  it 
That  was  the  outcome  of  the  obstructive  policy 
which  had  prevented  Abolition  from  being  carried 
out  thoroughly. 

Mr.  SUTTON  agreed  with  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden.  He 
thought  that  questions  of  roads  and  bridges 
coming  before  them  in  the  way  they  did  was  not 
attributable  to  Abolition,  but  to  the  action  of 
honorable  gentlemen  last  session,  who  had  pre- 
vented the  Act  being  carried  in  a  workable  man- 
ner. They  succeeded  in  tying  the  Counties  Act 
down  so  that  it  could  not  do  what  it  was  intended 
to  do.  That  was  the  result  of  the  action  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  and  their 
supporters.  He  read  in  Hansard  the  debate  on 
the  Counties  Act,  and  the  speeches  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
were  in  that  direction,  and  he  believed,  also,  the 
speeches  of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
C^ty.  He  thought  it  would  be  admitted  on  all 
■ides  that  last  year  there  was  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  a  great  many  members  of  this  House 
to  make  the  Abolition  Act  as  ineffectual  as  pos- 
sible. Honorable  members  on  the  Government 
benches  were  parties  to  that,  and  it  did  not  be- 
come them  to  attribute  the  present  state  of  things 
to  Abolition.  It  was  not  the  result  of  Abolition 
at  all ;  and  what  they  ought  to  have  done  last 
session,  and  this  session,  was  to  have  obtained  a 
workable  measure  by  which  the  local  bodies  could 
have  done  the  local  work.  Until  that  was  done 
they  could  not  get  on  very  well  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country. 

Mr.  BABFF  said  the  honorable  sentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  was  not  in  uie  House 
last  session,  or,  if  he  was,  he  had  a  very  small 
recollection  of  what  had  taken  place,  as  he  had 
stated  exactly  the  contraiy  of  the  fact.  The  fact 
was  that  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  late 
Government  assisted  them  last  year  to  get  their 
measures  passed  in  such  a  form  as  to  prevent 
them  hom  being  absolutely  ruinous.  The  late 
Government  brought  down  their  general  colonial 
measures  in  such  a  form  before  the  House  that, 
had  they  not  been  amended  on  the  suggestions 
Mr,  Shtehan 


of  members  of  the  Opposition,  those  measiiiM 
would  have  broken  down  forthwith.  Although, 
he  gave  a  general  support  to  the  Government 
dminff  last  session,  he  did  it  in  this  way :  He 
was  pledged  to  support  the  policy  which  the  late 
Government  went  to  the  country  upon  dur' 
the  last  general  election ;  but  he  was  not  ple<* 
to  support  them  in  all  the  ridiculous  bluo 
which  they  afterwards  committed.  He  lemaioed 
faithful  to  his  trust — to  the  charge  committed 
to  him  by  his  constituents.  He  supported  the 
policy  of  Abolition ;  but  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  policy  which  was  initiated  and  carried  oat  bj 
those  who  he  believed  at  the  time  should  have 
been  their  leaders.  The  simple  fact  was  that  the 
late  Administration,  when  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liament commenced,  had  toe  large  a  majority,  and 
thought  they  could  afford  to  laugh  at  fnendly 
suggestions — that  they  could  afford  to  torn  a  deaf 
ear  to  any  hint  which  might  be  thrown  oot  in 
the  direction  of  improving  their  own  measures. 
They  were  warned  repeatedly  by  those  on  their 
own  side  of  the  House  as  to  what  the  result 
of  their  conduct  would  be  vrith  regard  to  the 
GK)veroment  measures,  but  they  refused  to  ac- 
cept friendly  suggestions,  and  they  forced  their 
Buls  through  with  the  aid  of  their  majoritj. 
He  agreed  to  a  great  extent  with  the  renoarki 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  TaierL 
The  honorable  member  for  Napier  had:  stated 
that  those  who  supported  the  present  Gk>Teni- 
ment  had  attempted  last  session  to  make  the 
measures  of  the  then  Government  as  ineffectual  aa 
possible,  and  obserrations  of  a  similar  nature  were 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden. 
Those  who  had  supported  Abolition  had  endea* 
voured  to  have  a  proper  system  of  real  local 
self-government  introduced,  but  they  had  been 
deserted  by  those  who  should  have  assisted  them, 
and  he  oould  not  sit  quietly  and  be  told  such 
things  as  had  been  stated  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber who  was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time,  and 
who  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  facts  upon 
which  he  was  speaking.  He  denied  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Napier 
(Mr.  Sutton),  and  also  several  of  the  remufks 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden. 
The  serious  blunders  into  which  the  House  had 
been  led  were  simply  caused  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment feeling  so  proud  of  the  majority  they  had 
got,  that  they  refused  all  amendments  to  their 
measures,  and  wilfidly  carried  them  through, 
against  the  wishes  of  their  supporters,  in  a  form 
that  rendered  them  useless. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  could  not  attribute  the  diffi- 
culty to  the  &ct  of  Abolition  having  been  carried. 
The  real  reason  was,  that  the  institutions  which 
took  the  place  of  provincial  institutions  were  not 
adapted  to  carry  on  the  requirements  of  the 
country.  Honorable  gentlemen  would  remember 
that  at  first,  under  the  Abolition  system,  the 
colony  was  divided  into  sixty  odd  different  parti 
called  counties,  most  of  whidi  were  too  small  to 
carry  oat  the  works  that  were  to  be  intrusted  to 
them.  A  great  deal  of  the  difficulty  arose  from 
that  cause.  Then,  again,  when  the  Counties  Bill 
was  referred  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture it  contained  large  borrowing  powers,  pnnd- 
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pally  for  tpedal  works  such  as  that  referred  to  in 
the  motion  under  discussion,  and  it  would  be  re- 
membered that  those  borrowing  powers  were  taken 
out  of  the  BUI,  and  bj  so  much  was  the  power 
of  the  countfes  to  execute  the  works  reduced. 
In  consequence  of  that,  to  a  Teiy  great  extent, 
manj  of  the  counties  refused  to  come  under  the 
operation  of  the  Act,  and  to  that  fact  the  diffi- 
culty was  attributable.  He  had  not  said  much 
npon  the  subject  previously,  because  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  acknowledged  the  necessity 
ioT  taking  this  matter  into  serious  consideration ; 
and  it  was  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  in  another 
session  a  measure  would  be  brought  down  by 
which  this  crying  want  of  roads  and  bridges 
would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  was  one  of  those  who 
had  steadily  opposed  the  policy  of  Abolition,  but 
be  must  say  that  at  tiie  time  he  did  not  fore- 
see the  full  extent  to  which  his  anticipations 
would  be  realized.  He  foresaw  that,  as  a  matter 
of  principle,  it  must  lead  up  to  the  rcTolutionary 
change  proposed  by  the  present  Goyemment  in 
the  taking  of  the  Land  Fund.  He  foresaw,  also, 
that  the  county  system  was  a  most  ineffectual 
substitute  for  the  proTinces.  He  did  not  intend 
to  go  into  the  whole  question  as  a  matter  of 
argument,  but  wished  to  say,  on  his  own  behalf 
and  on  the  part  of  those  with  whom  he  acted, 
that  they  did  nothing  to  obstruct  the  Counties 
BilL  Foreseeing,  as  they  did,  its  ineffectual 
character,  they  did  their  best  to  make  the  most  of 
it.  There  were  no  chanees  made  in  that  Bill, 
except  in  small  matters  ot  detail,  with  which  he 
had  anything  to  do.  He  tried  to  get  the  number 
of  counties  made  smaller  and  their  size  larger, 
belicTing  that  what  the  country  required  was 
some  modification  of  ProTincialism,  or,  as  was  in- 
dicated by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri, 
a  lar^e  Board  of  Works  in  each  of  the  provincial 
districts.  He  believed  that  such  Boards  would 
naturally  be  connected  with  the  land  system  of 
the  district,  and  that  the  progress  of  works  would 
go  on  simultaneously  with  the  settlement  of 
the  land  in  the  various  districts.  Holding  that 
opinion,  he,  however,  failed  to  eet  sufficient 
support  to  carry  out  some  genenu  scheme  of 
the  kind,  though  he  made  proposals  to  that 
effect  in  the  House.  Beyond  tl^t  he  did  notlung, 
and  those  with  whom  he  was  acting  did  nothing, 
to  oppose  the  Bill.  The  very  proposal  to  make 
the  Counties  Act  capable  of  beins  suspended 
came  from  a  member  of  the  late  BiUnistry.  He 
did  not  wish  to  enter  into  recriminations  about 
the  matter.  The  colony  had  got  into  a  mess,  and 
those  who  brought  about  Abolition  were  the  very 
people  who  were,  in  the  main,  sitting  still,  not 
knowinff  which  way  to  turn.  He  did  not  profess 
to  see  his  way  clearly  out  of  the  present  diffi- 
culty, but  this  he  might  say :  that  he  woidd  not 
now,  any  more  than  he  did  with  regard  to  the 
Counties  Act,  do  anything  that  would  increase 
the  difficulty.  His  own  belief  was  that  the 
Assembly  would  have  to  retrace  its  steps — that 
the  ciy  of  the  country  would  be,  **  We  have  made 
a  false  step ;  we  have  been  utterly  misled  by  this 
policy  of  yours."  The  countiy  had  seen  the 
change  brought  about  by  diffsrent  sections  acting 


together  with  no  common  object,  and  the  sooner 
they  returned  to  a  form  of  government  under 
which  the  administration  of  material  interests 
was  left  to  the  several  districts,  and  the  duty  of 
the  Assembly  confined  to  legislation,  the  better. 

Mr.  STOUT  found  it  somewhat  refreshing  to 
hear  confessions  of  guilt,  which  seemed  to  be  the 
feature  of  the  afternoon.  The  position  into  which 
the  colony  would  get  had  been  foretold  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri,  in  one  m  the 
best  speeches  that  honorable  eentleman  had  ever 
addressed  to  the  House,  when  lie  pointed  out  that 
the  result  of  Abolition  would  oe  to  land  the 
colony  in  the  position  in  which  it  now  was,  and 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  would  be 
turned  into  a  large  Provincial  Council.  That  such 
was  the  case  was  the  fault  of  the  Abolitionists, 
and  of  them  alone.  There  was  no  member  of  the 
Provincial  party  who  had  thrown  any  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  the  passage  of  the  Counties  Act, 
or  who  had  made  any  material  alterations  in  it. 
The  alteration  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton)  was  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  dive,  and  that  honorable 
gentleman  afterwards  mentioned  at  a  public 
dinner  that  it  was  never  intended  that  the  Coun- 
ties Act  should  come  into  general  operation 
throughout  the  colony ;  and  the  result  was  that 
the  most  Abolitionist  province  in  New  Zealand 
would  not  have  the  Counties  Act  brought  into 
force  within  its  boundaries,  and  there  was  only 
one  county  in  Canterbury  which  adopted  the 
Counties  Act,  and  that  county  thereupon  abo- 
lished the  Boad  Boards.  Those  honorable  mem- 
bers who  opposed  the  granting*  of  a  Board  of 
Works  to  Otago  in  1876,  and  again  in  the  Coun- 
ties Act  in  1876,  were  Abolitionists,  and  they  now 
saw  the  difficulty  into  which  they  had  plunged 
the  colony.  (No.)  Then  what  was  all  this  talk 
about  ?  If  the  colony  was  not  in  a  mess,  all  that 
was  necessary  was  to  vote  money  for  the  main 
roads  that  were  required.  Perhaps  that  was  what 
the  Abolitionists  thought  would  be  the  result 
— that  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand  should 
be  simplv  a  Provincial  Council,  dealing  with  all 
parochial  matters.  All  this  proved  the  daneer  of 
upsetting  institutions  in  the  way  in  which  the 
institutions  of  the  colony  had  been  upset,  and 
the'danger  of  allowing  money  considerations  to 
interfere  with  the  Constitution  under  which  the 
people  of  a  country  were  living.  Abolition  was, 
after  all,  only  a  question  of  money.  The  people 
of  Christchurch  were  told  that  if  there  was  Abo- 
lition they  would  have  their  license  fees,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  people  of  Christchurch  threw 
up  their  hats,  and  said,  "  Let  us  go  in  for  Abo- 
lition— we  shall  have  our  license  fees."  He 
hoped  they  liked  it.  Then  the  other  people  of 
Canterbury  were  told  that  under  Abolition  thejr 
would  have  that  national  life  which  they  so  much 
wanted.  They  had  got  it,  and  he  hoped  thev 
liked  it.  He  believed  himself  that  the  result 
would  be  that  those  who  had  cried  out  most  for 
Abolition  would  before  long  cry  out  for  Provin- 
cialism to  return. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  would  ask  the  Government 
to  consider  during  the  recess  whether  there  should 
not  be  some  remedy  for  thate  constant  requaflt 
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to  the  HouM  for  roads  and  bridges  whether 
there  should  not  be  appointed  Prorincial  Dis- 
trict Boards  of  Works  to  take  charge  of  these 
works,  because  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
counties  could  not  carry  out  some  large  under- 
takings properij.  He  could  not  agree  with  the 
argument  tinat  the  constitution  of  the  counties 
and  the  power  of  suspending  flie  Act  were  attribut- 
able to  Uie  Opposition  of  Ust  year.  He  believed 
that  the  Act  passed  substantially  as  the  6K>Tem- 
ment  proposed  it.  No  doubt  the  borrowing 
powers  were  taken  away,  but  honorable  gentle- 
men must  remember  that  the  Prorincial  Councils 
had  had  no  borrowing  powers.  If  the  counties 
bad  been  made  of  the  same  sixe  as  the  proTinoial 
districts  no  word  would  probably  have  been  heard 
in  the  House  about  such  puUic  works  as  this.  It 
would  hare  been  rerr  much  better  that  there 
■hould  be  some  modification  of  the  Prorincial 
Councils  in  the  shape  of  Boards  of  Works  than 
that  the  House  should  be  constantly  considering 
tiiese  questions.  The  majority  of  honorable  mem- 
bers knew  nothing  about  these  works,  and  if  con- 
etroeted  under  oraert  from  a  central  office  it  was 
Teiy  likely  that  ther  would  not  be  so  well  con- 
structed, and  that  the  expenditure  would  not  be 
•0  economical,  as  if  they  were  constructed  by  the 
local  authorities. 

Mr.  MoLEAK  wae  amused  to  bear  honorable 
pentlsmen  talking  as  if  a  great  calamity  had 
befollen  the  colony.  Was  it  not  by  their  action 
that  the  Counties  Act  was  made  permissiTe  P  The 
GoTsmment  last  year  could  nerer  hare  carried 
that  Bill  unless  it  was  made  permissife,  and  were 
therefore  forced  to  make  it  so.  Then  the  bor- 
rowing powers  which  the  6k>Temment  proposed 
to  ffiTc  to  the  County  Councils  were  struck  out ; 
and  now  they  had  the  occupants  of  the  Treasury 
benches  completely  upsetting  the  whole  of  the 
arrangements  under  the  Counties  Act,  and  taking 
an  entirely  different  course  horn  that  laid  down 
under  the  p(dicY  of  Abolition.  Money  was  pro- 
Tided,  when  the  prorinces  were  abolished,  to 
make  bridges,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
BiTerton  was  now  going  to  throw  away  the 
funds  which  the  Abolitionists  had  prorided  for 
the  purpose  of  making  these  bridses.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  not  agreed  to  the  pro- 
posal to  take  away  the  Land  Fund  he  would  haTc 
nad  plenty  of  mon^  for  the  purpose.  He  re- 
gretted to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  Dan- 
edin  City  a  few  cTenings  ago  make  a  most  extra- 
ordinary misrepresentation  as  to  what  the  land 
rerenue  in  Otago  would  bring  in  next  year.  He 
gaye  the  figures  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
but  he  omitted  to  state  that  the  license  fees  which 
were  payable  on  the  first  day  of  the  second  quar- 
ter amounted  to  between  £50,000  and  £60,000. 
He  also  omitted  to  state,  when  he  told  the  House 
that  the  Land  Fund  was  so  small  last  year,  that 
nearly  erery  acre  declared  open  for  sale  was 
•old  by  the  prorincial  authorities  before  Aboli- 
tion took  place.  Any  honorable  member  who 
knew  anything  about  the  Waste  Land  Begula- 
tions  of  Otapo  knew  that  the  land  had  first  to 
be  declared  mto  hundreds,  then  surreyed ;  and 
it  took  a  considerable  time  to  do  all  this.  It 
Wft*  of  DO  use  now  oying  out  that  this  was  the 
Jfr.  Oithom^ 


effect  of  Abolitaon.  If  those  honorable  gentle* 
man  had  kept  faith  with  the  principles  of  Aboli- 
tion  the  Prorinoe  of  Otago  would  hare  had  plenty 
of  money  this  year  for  the  erection  of  these 
bridges.  But  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
insist  on  throwing  this  money  into  the  oolonifcl 
coffers  he  only  had  himself  to  blame.  If  the 
Land  Fund  haid  not  been  brought  into  this  Hoaae 
there  would  haye  been  none  of  this  scrambling. 
The  Minister  of  Justice  sugoeeted  that  this  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  PuUic  Works  Committee; 
but  the  Gh>yemment  was  too  fond  of  throwing  ite 
duties  upon  Committees.  They  were  all  wqQ 
aware  how  Committees  managed  these  matterv. 
One  member  who  wanted  a  bridge  built  would 
eagerly  beat  up  those  members  of  Committee 
who  were  fayourable  to  his  interest,  and  the 
proposal  was  agreed  to.  He  yentured  to  mj 
that  if  these  matters  were  to  be  left  to  Commit- 
tees they  would  see  a  state  of  things  of  which  the 
House  had  no  conception.  Of  course  he  coold 
quite  understand  the  tactics  of  the  old  Proyin- 
cialists.  They  wished  to  turn  round  now  and  sar, 
'*  There  you  are !  I  told  you  what  Abolition  wooLi 
do.*'  But  it  was  not  Abolition  that  was  to  blame. 
If  they  had  kept  to  the  law  as  Abolition  stood 

Mr.  BJ:YN0LDS.— Hear,  hear.  K  you  had 
kept  to  the  law. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.— If  they  had  kept  to  the  law 
it  would  not  haye  been  necessary  to  oome  to 
that  House  for  funds  for  bridges.  None  of  the 
prorinces,  except  Canterbury  and  Otago,  before 
Abolition,  had  the  money  to  build  these  bridges, 
and  they  were  compelled  to  come  to  the  Houae 
for  it,  the  only  difference  being  that  before  Abo- 
lition they  got  it  in  large  sums,  and  had  now  to 
get  it  in  detaiL  They  might  just  as  well  have 
giyen  borrowing  powers  to  the  counties  and  left 
with  them  the  responsibility  of  building  these 
bridges,  as  it  was  mtended  after  Abolition  they 
shomd  do. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  said  it  seemed  to  him. 
from  the  utterances  of  certain  honoraUe  members, 
that  Abolition  was  becoming  unpopular.  He  yoted 
for  Abolition  because  he  Mieyed  the  finances  of 
the  country  could  never  be  placed  upon  a  satis- 
&ctoi7  ^oo^S  until  the  proyinces  were  abolished, 
and  on  that  ground  he  would  yote  for  it  again  to- 
morrow. Wnen  motions  such  as  this  wore  brought 
before  the  House  he  naturally  asked  himwlf 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from.  It  oould 
not  oome  from  the  consolidated  revenue  or  horn 
loan,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  the  doty 
of  the  GK>yemment  to  resist  all  proposals  of  the 
kind.  There  oould  never  be  a  proper  system  of 
finance  until  they  had  a  Qovemment  sufficient]^ 
independent  to  resist  these  claims  regardless  A 
the  coasequences  to  themselves.  Several  honor- 
able gentlemen  said  that,  if  the  county  system 
had  not  been  permissive,  plenty  of  money  would 
be  forthcoming  ;  but  it  was  in  the  power  of  those 
districts  which  had  not  brought  the  Counties 
Act  into  force  to  come  under  Uie  Act  whenever 
they  pleased.  But  that  was  not  the  question. 
The  question  vras,  whether  this  money  should 
come  out  of  the  colonial  funds.  He  should  like 
to  know  how  the  House  could  vote  money  for 
works  in  regard  to  which  nobody  but  the  llooo^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Aparima 


[HOUSE.] 


Bridge, 


588 


able  member  who  brought  forward  the  motion  had 
any  knowledge.  He  could  see  only  one  remedy 
for  this  state  of  things.  It  was  not  to  be  done  by 
making  the  counties  larger  or  smaller.  The  only 
remedy  was  to  refuse  to  allow  the  Government 
to  borrow  so  much  money.  If  the  money  for 
these  purposes  were  not  taken  out  of  borrowed 
money  there  would  be  an  end  to  proposals  such  as 
this,  as  it  oould  not  be  taken  out  of  ordinary 
rerenut,  because  the  ordinary  revenue  oould  not 
bear  it.  He  thought  the  advocates  of  Abolition 
were  rather  shirkmg  their  duty.  They  had  not 
stood  up  like  men  and  given  the  opinions  they 
gave  so  freely  laat  year,  when  they  were  in  a 
majority  of  two  to  one.  He  was  not  afraid  to  say 
that  he  voted  for  Abolition,  but  he  hoped  honor- 
able members  would  not  constantly  fall  back  upon 
the  proTincial  system  in  the  belief  that  it  had  a 
capacity  to  furnish  inexhaustible  funds. 

Mr.  IIEYN0LI3S  regarded  ibis  not  as  a  ques- 
tion of  Abolition,  but  as  a  question  of  whether 
they  had  the  money,  and,  as  they  had  not,  the  best 
thing  they  could  do  would  be  to  reject  the  whole 
of  these  motions.  ¥rom  a  rough  calculation  he 
bad  made  he  found  that  the  expenditure  for  the 
Tear  would  be  between  £230,000  and  £240,000 
beyond  the  estimated  revenue.  That  being  the 
case,  what  was  the  use  of  forcing  the  Government 
into  heavy  liabilities  by  passing  such  motions  as 
this?  The  size  of  the  counties  had  nothing  what- 
erer  to  do  with  this  matter,  although  it  was  not 
to  be  denied  that  the  late  Government  had  not 
properly  carried  out  the  county  system.  No 
man  could  have  committed  greater  blunders  in 
introducing  the  system  into  Otago  than  did  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti.  He  would 
take  no  advice  and  would  hear  no  argument,  and 
the  result  was  that  the  county  system  had  become 
thoroughly  unpopular. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  some  honorable 
member  woidd  devise  a  scheme  by  which  they 
'would  get  rid  of  the  whole  of  these  motions.  H^e 
remembered  that  when  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Hawke's  Bay  Provincial  Council  it  was  a  com- 
mon thing  to  have  sums  for  all  sorts  of  things 
placed  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates.  The 
Superintendent,  who  sat  in  the  Coundl,  usually 
said  he  was  glad  to  see  that  the  members  had 
such  interest  in  their  respective  districts,  that 
he  recognized  these  works  were  absolutely  neces- 
sary, but  he  pointed  out  that  there  was  one  draw- 
back—  there  were  no  funds.  As  soon  as  the 
regular  Estimates  were  through,  the  Superinten- 
dent would  suggest  that  some  honorable  member 
should  bring  m  a  scheme  of  taxation  by  which 
sufficient  money  shoidd  be  raised  to  meet  the 
sums  placed  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates. 
What  was  the  position  of  afiPairs  in  this  House  ? 
A  number  of  these  items  were  placed  on  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimates,  but  the  Government  would 
select  two  or  three  items  which  it  pleased  them 
best  to  carry  out,  and  in  this  choice  no  doubt 
they  would  be  influenced  by  a  desire  to  make 
wavering  rotes  more  certain,  while  the  items 
placed  on  the  Estimates  by  honorable  members  for 
whose  votes  it  vras  not  worth  while  to  negotiate 
would  be  laid  aside.  He  hoped  that  the  scheme 
indicated  by  the  Native  Minister  would  be  brought 


in  next  year,  and  that  it  woidd  be  taken  out  of 
the  power  of  any  honorable  member  to  procure 
the  placing  of  sums  on  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates in  respect  of  works  to  be  done  in  his  own 
district.  He  believed  that  the  present  system  was 
absolutely  injurious  to  the  political  life  of  the 
country,  and  that  no  honorable  member  should 
be  allowed  to  introduce  into  this  House  a  ques- 
tion of  the  expenditure  of  moneyfor  the  benefit 
of  his  own  particular  district.  Whilst  that  was 
allowed  there  was  not  the  slightest  chance  of 
the  growth  of  liberalism  in  this  House.  In 
most  of  the  electorates — indeed,  he  might  almost 
say  in  all  of  them  —  the  principal  question  at 
times  of  elections  was  not  so  much  what  the 
political  opinions  of  a  candidate  were,  as  the 
amount  of  influence  which  he  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  able  to  exercise  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  He  represented  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  constituencies  in  the  colony ;  but 
he  would  say  this :  that  when  he  was  canvassing 
for  his  last  election  he  found  that  there  were 
far  more  ouestions  asked  as  to  the  necessity  for 
brid^ng  tnis  river  or  doing  some  work  in  the 
district  than  there  were  as  to  his  political  fitness 
to  represent  the  constituency.  He  quite  agreed, 
therefore,  with  the  necessity  lor  taking  tlus  power 
out  of  the  hands  of  honorable  members,  so  that 
they  might  have  broad  political  questions  in 
the  House,  and  might  hear  less  of  individual 
effbrts  on  behalf  of  particular  districts.  So  long 
as  social  influences  nad  such  large  power  in  de- 
termining the  government  of  the  country — and 
he  was  not  saying  that  social  influences  had  any 
more  effect  upon  the  present  Gt>vemment  than 
upon  any  other  Government,  for  he  was  speaking 
generally — so  long  would  they  continue  to  have 
men  returned  to  the  House  on  account  of  their 
social  standing  and  position  rather  than  because 
the^  represented  certain  political  creeds. 

Mr.  ItEES  said  the  statements  made  by  one  or 
two  honorable  members  in  relation  to  the  passage 
of  the  Counties  Bill  required  contradiction.  Had 
the  remark  respecting  the  action  of  the  Opposi- 
tion last  year  come  only  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton),  he  would  not 
have  contradicted  it,  because,  as  that  honorable 
member  was  not  in  the  House  last  session,  he 
could  not  be  supposed  to  know  much  as  to  what 
took  place ;  but,  when  the  honorable  member  for 
Marsden  presumed  to  say  the  same  thing,  some 
little  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  remark.  He 
denied  altogether  that  the  Opposition  had  been 
obstructive.  On  the  contrair,  manv  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  had  done  all  they  possibly 
could,  and  bad  used  all  sorts  of  arguments  to 
the  Ministry  of  the  day,  to  induce  them  to  accept 
modifications  which  would  make  the  county  sys- 
tem more  workable  than  it  e&re  promise  of  being 
in  the  shape  in  which  the  BUI  came  down.  He 
might  refer  specially  to  the  52nd  section  of  the 
Act.  That  provided  that  where  the  Counties  Act 
was  not  brought  into  operation  it  should  be  the 
duty  of  the  County  Council  simply  to  distribute 
the  moneys  to  the  Road  Boards  m  the  districts  ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Eees)  had  pointed  out  that  in  some 
counties  there  were  ouuying  districts  which  pos- 
sessed no  corporate  booies,  and  that,  therefore. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


684 


Aparima 


[HOUSE.] 


Bridge, 


[Not.  28 


there  was  nobodj  to  whom  the  money  could  be 

Slid.  This  was  the  case  in  the  Marsden  County, 
e  urged  that  there  should  be  persons  appointed 
to  receiTe  and  expend  the  money.  That  was  the 
sort  of  thing  he  had  urged,  and  that  was  what 
was  called  obstruction.  He  might  quote  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
(Mr.  Barff),  made  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
Counties  Act,  and  at  a  time  when  he  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Government  :  he  said  that 
the  Opposition  had  endeavoured  to  do  its  duty. 
There  were  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri, 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  Q-.  Grey),  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout) ,  and 
himself,  and  various  other  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, who  endeavoured  really  and  truly  to  do 
their  duty  and  to  make  the  Bill  as  workable  a 
Bill  as  it  could  be  made.  It  was  not  the  Oppo- 
sition of  that  day  who  were  to  blame  for  the 
unworkableness  of  the  measure.  Then  the 
honorable  member  for  [Waikouaiti  said  it  was 
the  Opposition  who  mskde  the  Bill  permissive. 
Why,  the  permissive  clause  was  moved  by  his  own 
colleague,  the  honorable  member  for  Clive.  No 
member  of  the  Opposition  mentioned  an j thing 
about  the  Bill  being  made  permissive  before 
the  Ministerial  side  proposed  it.  The  honorable 
member  for  Clive  was  the  originator  of  the  idea. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— No. 

Mr.  BEES  would  inquire,  Who  was,  then? 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  shook  his 
head  and  looked  as  wise  as  Solomon,  but  he 
would  defy  him  to  show  a  record  of  a  single 
hint  about  making  the  Bill  permissive  till  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  moved  it.  When 
members  of  the  GK>vemment  party  proposed  that 
the  Bill  should  be  made  permissive  it  was  sheer 
nonsense  for  members  of  that  party  to  get  up 
and  say  that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. But,  even  so,  the  fact  of  the  places  which 
had  opposed  the  Abolition  policy  endeavouring 
to  make  the  Act  work,  while  parts  of  the  country, 
like  Canterbury,  which  had  clamoured  for  Abo- 
lition, had  thrown  it  apide  altogether,  showed 
that  the  Bill  had  had  a  fair  trial  and  had  proved 
to  be  unworkable.  But  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  Opposition  that  it  had  been  left  in  that  state. 
They  tried  to  make  the  best  of  a  bad  bargain. 
But  the  manner  in  which  the  Government  had 
brought  the  Act  into  operation  was  quite  sufficient 
to  make  it  unpopular.  He  would  illustrate  the 
action  of  the  late  Government  in  this  respect. 
He  had  asked  for  some  papers  that  afternoon  in 
reference  to  the  County  of  Waipawa,  and  he  now 
held  them  in  his  hand.  What  did  they  show  ? 
The  59th  section  of  the  Counties  Act  provided 
that  the  Governor  should,  by  Proclamation,  de- 
termine the  number  of  Councillors  to  be  elected 
by  each  riding.  Well,  the  Governor  did  so  in 
the  case  of  the  Waipawa  County.  On  the  28th 
of  November  last  year  he  appointed  the  boun- 
daries of  the  different  ridings  and  fixed  the 
number  of  members  to  each.  The  Proclamation 
was  issued  on  the  28th  November,  and  that 
dedaration  absolutely  became  law.  But  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  (Mr.  Ormond),  on 
the  Ist  December,  three  days  after  the  Proda- 
Mr,  EeeM 


mation  had  been  issued,  and  after  €ie  Govenxn^s 
powers  were  exhausted,  telegraphed  from  Ktpier 
that  the  boundaries  and  numbers  of  members 
might  be  altered ;  and,  absolutely,  the  Executive 
got  the  number  of  Councillors  for  the  riding  of 
Waipukurau  altered  from  two  to  one.  ^Diat 
clearly  was  an  illegal  act.  That  was  done  on  tbe 
7th  December. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— By  Piodamation  ? 

Mr.  BEES.  —  No.  The  Proclamation  was 
simply  altered  after  the  power  of  the  Gk)Temor 
had  been  exhausted.  Q^e  Ministry  had  abso- 
lutely advised  the  Governor  to  do  aq  illegal  act. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — A  printer's  error. 

Mr.  BEES  said  that  vras  as  bad  as  the  Bills 
left  behind  by  the  late  Government,  but  which, 
the  House  was  now  told,  has  nerer  been  seen  bj 
the  Government. 

Mr.  SPEAEJIR  said  the  honorable  member 
was  out  of  order  in  ref  oring  to  what  had  taken 
place  in  a  prerious  debate. 

Mr.  BEES  would  not  transgress.  There  was 
no  printer's  error.  The  Proclamation  was  abto- 
lutely  altered. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— In  the  original  ? 

Mr.  REES.— Yes.  There  is  the  letter  "N." 
written  against  the  alteration  in  the  Oazette. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— But  in  the  original  manu- 
script? 

Mr.  REES  did  not  know.  He  had  not  seen 
that.  All  he  saw  was  that  the  honorable  memba 
for  Clive  asked  that  the  Proclamation  might  be 
altered,  and  that,  doubtless  to  serve  some  purpose, 
it  was  altered,  and  initialed  by  the  Gkiremor. 
That  was  an  illegal  act,  although  the  House  coM 
not  be  surprised  at  illegal  acts  on  the  part  of  the 
late  Government.  That  was  the  way  in  which 
the  law  had  been  carried  into  effect.  If  such  acti 
as  that  were  allowed,  the  door  would  be  opened 
to  all  sorts  of  illegal  dealing.  He  had,  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  Counties  Bill,  pointed  oat 
some  of  its  defects,  but,  as  he  was  accused  of 
wastine  the  time  of  the  House  and  talking  against 
time,  he  eave  the  thing  up.  He  would  moit 
emphatically  deny  that  he,  or  those  with  whom 
he  was  acting,  were  doing  anything  but  that 
which  they  thought  was  tor  the  benefit  of  the 
people.  The  county  system  was  not  a  proper 
substitute  for  Provincialism,  and  he  believed  that 
the  colony  was  now  in  a  very  serious  constitu- 
tional mess  in  connection  with  the  system  of  local 
self-goyemment.  The  fact  was  that  before  the 
Counties  Act  came  into  operation  things  went  oo 
very  easily,  but  now  they  bad  begun  to  see  the 
defects  of  the  new  system,  and  to  see  what  thej 
had  lost.  Owing  to  the  existence  of  the  county 
system  every  district  in  the  colony  had  now  to 
come  to  the  House  of  Representatiyes  for  money 
wherewith  to  build  bridges  and  make  roads,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  the  counties  had  not  the 
funds  to  pay  for  those  works.  The  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  bad  said  that  the  borrow- 
ing powers  had  been  struck  out  of  the  Bill ;  but 
who  struck  them  out  ?  Not  the  Opposition.  It 
was  the  Legislative  Council  that  struck  out  the 
borrowing  powers,  and  he  was  glad  they  had  done 
so,  for  if  the  counties  had  been  permitted  to  bor- 
row they  would  have  been  overwhelmed  with 
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difficulties  in  a  rery  short  time.  He  did  not 
object  to  the  districts  coming  to  the  House  and 
asking  for  money  to  do  these  works,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  would  hare  to  do  so  until 
there  was  some  intermediate  body  between  the 
counties  and  the  G-OTcmment.  The  proyiuces 
had  always  looked  after  such  works  until  they 
were  robbed  of  their  rights.  The  country  was 
now  feeling  the  effects  of  the  legislation  of  last 
year  and  the  year  before,  and  he  beliered  it  would 
feel  them  in  even  a  greater  degree  than  at  pre- 
sent. He  was  of  opinion  that  the  results  of  the 
reckless  expenditure  which  )iad  been  going  on 
in  the  colony  since  1870  would  be  felt  Tery  much 
in  years  to  come.  He  beliered  that  a  broader 
system  of  taxation  would  have  to  be  entered 
upon,  and  even  then  he  thought  that,  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  public  creditor  and  of  tbo 
people  in  regard  to  the  opening  up  of  the  country, 
there  would  hare  to  be  considerable  retrenchment 
exercised — even  with  the  aid  of  the  Land  Fund 
and  an  income  and  property  tax.  He  found  that 
his  Tery  worst  anticipations  had  been  not  only 
realized  but  exceeded.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  mored  the  motion  could  show  the  GK)- 
yemment  that  the  work  for  which  the  money  was 
asked  was  a  necessary  one,  and  one  which  could 
not  be  performed  by  the  local  body,  he  hoped  the 
Goyemment  and  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WASON  said  that  both  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  had 
pointedly  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  Canterbury 
Provincial  District.  They  had  said  that  the 
Counties  Act  had  not  been  brought  into  opera- 
tion in  Canterbury.  That  was  correct,  because 
the  Act  had  only  been  brought  into  force  in  one 
district  in  Canterbury — namely,  the  District  of 
Waimate.  The  reason  why  the  Act  had  not  been 
generally  adopted  in  Canterbury  was,  that  it  had 
not  been  required.  The  people  had  not  yet  felt 
the  want  of  it ;  but  he  believed  that  they  would 
do  so  shortly,  and  that  the  Act  would  soon  be 
brought  into  operation  in  every  district  in  Can- 
terburr.  In  fact,  he  believed  that  meetings  had 
recently  been  called  to  consider  the  question.  A 
meeting  was  lately  held  on  the  subject  in  the 
County  of  Gkraldine.  .He  would  pomt  out  that 
when  the  question  of  Abolition  and  Provincialism 
was  before  the  country  the  county  system  was 
not  spoken  of,  and  the  people  believed  that  a 
moditied  system  of  ProvinciaUam,  in  the  shape  of 
Boad  Boards  with  extended  powers,  would  take 
the  place  of  Provincialism.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  if  such  a  system  had  been  proposed  last  year 
it  would  have  been  adopted  by  the  House.  The 
honorable  member  for  Avon  bad  told  the  House 
that  he  advocated  the  constitution  of  two  Boards 
of  Works  in  Canterbuiyto  take  the  place  of  Pro- 
yincislism.  He  (Mr.  Wason)  took  exception  to 
that  statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  The 
honorable  gentleman  had  further  stated  that  the 
country  was  in  a  mess  because  the  Land  Fund 
bad  been  taken,  but  he  had  not  shown  the  Houee 
that  such  was  the  case.  The  honorable  member 
for  Avon  had  never  moved  in  the  House  as  be 
now  would  make  them  believe,  and  if  he  had 


done  so  it  was  probable  that  he  would  have  re- 
ceived the  support  of  the  Canterbury  members. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  would  like  to  explain  that 
a  meeting  of  the  Canterbuiy  members  was  held 
to  consider  the  subject,  and  at  that  meeting  he 
clearly  stated  his  yiews ;  but  he  failed  to  get  their 
support. 

Mr.  WASON  knew  that  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  stated  that  he  wished  to  constitute 
Boards  of  Works  in  Canterbury  to  take  the  place 
of  the  provincial  institutions  he  would  have  been 
supported  by  several  Canterbury  members.  The 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Timaru  would  both  have  eiven  him 
their  support,  and  he  believed  the  honorable 
members  who  came  from  the  south  of  the  Bangi- 
tata  would  have  done  the  same:  in  fact,  be 
believed  nearly  every  member  who  came  from 
Canterbury  would  have  backed  up  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon  if  he  had  proposed  to  esta- 
blish two  Boards  of  Works  in  Canterbury.  He 
(Mr.  Wason)  would  gladly  have  done  so.  If  his 
memory  served  him  there  was  a  considerable 
sprinkling  of  members  from  another  place  at  the 
meeting  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Avon  ;  but,  as  the  meetinff  was  presumed  to  be  of 
a  private  nature,  he  would  say  no  more  about  it. 
He  believed  that  the  people  of  both  Canterbury 
and  Otago  would  have  preferred  to  have  two 
Boards  of  Works  substituted  for  the  Provincial 
Governments,  but  he  was  certain  that  that  was 
now  impossible,  because  the  people  of  Waimate 
would  not  consent  to  be  amalgamated  with 
the  District  of  Geraldine,  nor  the  people  of 
Ashburton  with  the  District  of  Selwyn.  Those 
people  had  now  tasted  the  sweets  of  local  go- 
yemment, and  he  was  satisfied  that  they  woudd 
not  part  with  what  they  had  ffot.  A  meeting  had 
very  recently  been  held  at  Ashburton,  and  one  of 
the  results  of  that  meeting  was  that  he  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  the  Government  praying  that 
the  boundaries  of  the  county  might  not  be  al- 
tered, and  he  believed  that  if  the  Gt)vemment 
attempted  to  alter  the  boundaries,  except  on  the 
petition  of  the  people,  they  would  find  them- 
selves in  a  serious  difficulty.  He  hoped  that  in 
time  the  counties  woidd  act  as  intermediate 
bodies  between  the  House  and  the  people.  The 
idea  of  the  late  Government  at  one  tmie  was  that 
there  should  be  three  counties  in  Canterbury, 
larger  ones  than  now  existed,  and  the  greater 
number  was  forced  upon  them  by  the  House.  It 
would  no  doubt  have  been  a  sort  of  compromise, 
but  not  a  satisfactory  one.  With  reference  to 
the  accusation  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  asainst  the  honorable 
member  for  Marsden,  he  did  not  hear  the  honor- 
able member  for  Marsden  charge  any  honorable 
members  of  the  House  with  obstructing  the 
Counties  Bill.  His  charge  was  that  honorable 
members  had  been  instrumental  in  not  bringing 
the  Counties  Act  into  force.  If  the  Counties 
Act  had  been  forced  upon  the  people  hurriedly 
they  would  have  become  disgusted,  and  perhaps 
would  not  have  adopted  it.  They  had  had  time, 
however,  to  carefully  weigh  the  matter,  and 
he  believed  they  would  bring  it  into  force,  and 
that  it  would  be  acted  upon  in  nine  cases  out 
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of  ten.  His  object  wms  to  defend  hii  own  Action 
in  the  coonhr  against  the  bringinff  of  the  Act 
into  force.  If  the  honorable  member  for  Aron 
had  been  to  anxious  to  make  the  Counties  Act  a 
workable  measure  in  this  House,  he  might  have 
prored  his  oonsistencj  bj  attempting  to  make  it 
workable  in  his  own  county.  That  would  hare 
shown  a  consistency  which  Che  honorable  gentle- 
man apparentlj  did  not  aim  at.  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  done  all  he  could  to  prerent  the 
Act  being  brought  into  force  and  being  made  a 
workable  measure,  and  now  all  he  can  say  is  that 
we  are  in  a  mess.  The  taking  of  the  Land  Fund 
would  not  bring  them  into  a  mess;  Separation 
would  not  do  so ;  and  eren  the  imposition  of  a 
properly  and  income  tax  would  not  land  them 
in  trouble.  Honorable  members  coming  to  this 
House,  not  knowing  which  side  to  tiuce,  now 
supporting  one  Qoyemment  and  then  opposing 
it,  bringing  forward  resolutions  on  their  own 
account,  and  refusing  to  follow  any  leader — that 
was  what  would  bring  the  country  into  a  mess, 
and  a  mess  from  which  they  would  only  be  re- 
lieyed  by  the  people  themselyes. 

Mr.  BURNS  said  that,  although  this  discus- 
sion was  unexpected,  it  was  likely  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  eood.  He  would  yote  for  this  motion, 
though  the  House  had  rejected  a  similar  motion 
which  he  had  himself  brought  forward  a  few 
days  ago.  He  belie?ed  this  to  be  a  yery  neces- 
saiT  work,  and  there  was  no  other  way  of  getting 
it  done  in  the  meantime.  He  thought  that  the 
only  way  out  of  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
such  matters  was  to  fall  back  upon  a  B^rd  of 
Works  that  would  take  charge  of  all  the  public 
works  of  eyery  description  in  the  country,  includ- 
ing railways,  harbours,  roads,  and  bridges.  It 
would  not  follow  that  the  County  Councils  or 
Road  Boards  should  be  broken  up.  They  re- 
quired some  body  to  take  charge  of  the  main 
arterial  lines  of  railway.  The  sooner  this  House 
was  rid  of  such  work  the  better,  as  they  knew 
what  the  bringing  of  these  matters  before  the 
House  meant.  The  House  must  frame  a  law  so 
that  a  Board  of  Works  should  do  the  work,  even 
if  they  were  paid  for  their  seryices.  How  could 
il  be  expected  that  he  should  know  the  wants  of 
the  North  Island,  or  places  where  he  had  neyer 
been  ?  The  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty  was  to 
appoint  a  Board  of  Fublic  Works— in  fact,  to  full 
back  upon  the  old  prorincial  system,  with  the 
exception  of  the  legislatiye  functions.  He  was 
perfectly  sure  that  if  the  House  had  adopted  such 
a  course  last  year  they  would  have  had  a  great 
deal  lees  recrimination  and  fewer  long  speeches. 
They  should  haye  followed  that  up  by  wise  legis- 
lation, so  as  to  confer  upon  the  bodies  created 
proper  power  to  raise  money  for  public  works 
within  the  seyeral  districts.  The*  money  bad 
to  be  spent  locally  in  some  way.  The  money 
could  not  be  spent  properly  by  this  House,  and 
the  sooner  they  dispensed  with  railway  manage- 
ment from  this  centre  the  better  woidd  it  be  for 
the  country.  The  thing  was  utterly  impossible. 
The  only  way  of  getting  over  the  difficulty  was  to 
place  the  charge  of  all  public  works  in  a  Board  of 
Works.  This  House  had  no  right  to  become 
a  Board  of  Works ;  it  had  other  duties  to  per- 
Mr.  Wtuon 


form.  The  public  works  would  hare  to  be  csrned 
on  for  many  years  to  come,  as  they  were  now 
really  only  in  their  infancy.  If  this  House  had 
to  deal  with  them  it  would  require  to  sit  all  the 
year  round,  and  he  would  like  to  know  where 
they  would  get  men  to  do  that.  Many  of  them 
remained  here  at  yery  great  personal  disadyaa- 
tage  to  themselyes.  If  some  well-deyised  scheme 
for  the  establishment  of  an  efficient  Boaid  of 
Works  were  brought  down  it  would  be  one  of  lbs 
most  acceptable  schemes  that  had  eyer  been 
mooted  in  the  House.  He  was  not  going  to  in- 
dulge in  the  least  recrimination— there  had  been 
a  great  deal  too  much  of  it.  He  had  no  doubt 
some  practical  good  would  result  from  this  debate, 
which  had  gone  further  than  probably  was  in- 
tended by  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Rirerton. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  honorable  member  lor 
Coleridge  had  referred  to  the  question  of  the 
county  system.  He  (Mr.  Fisher)  had  mored  th^ 
the  Proyince  of  Canterbury  should  be  divided 
into  two  counties,  but  he  could  not  carry  it.  He 
was  not  in  the  same  amiable  frame  of  mind 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Ayon  in  regmrd  to 
the  bounties  Act,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  aitanpt 
to  make  the  Act  workable.  He  did  not  beliere 
it  would  eyer  be  a  workable  measure.  The  Boad 
Boards  were  well  managed,  and  they  would  never 
submit  to  be  swallowed  up  in  the  counties,  ^e 
people  would  not  support  a  double   system  of 

Sremment  and  submit  to  the  double  expense, 
e  had  been  accused  of  being  a  traitor  to  his  pro- 
rince ;  but  he  had  always  stood  up  for  the  lAnd 
Fund.  The  honorable  member  for  Waikoaaiti 
had  his  hands  on  the  Land  Fund  of  the  people 
of  Canterbury,  and,  on  the  principle  that  a  small 
loaf  was  better  than  no  bread,  he  supported  the 
proposal  of  the  GK>yemment  to  generalize  the 
Land  Fund  eren  against  his  strong  conyictions. 
It  would  raise  a  public  feeling  in  the  country,  and 
they  would  hare  an  alteration  in  some  way  €X 
other  in  the  present  system  of  goremment,  as 
the  people  would  not  longer  submit  to  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things.  He  was  quite  willing  to 
stand  by  all  his  public  acts.  They  would  haye 
a  general  dbtribution  of  the  waste  lands  of  the 
province,  and  they  would  not  hare  membeis 
getting  up  and  selfishly  proposing  that  the  waste 
lands  of  Canterbury  should  be  handed  over  to 
the  squatters  for  another  ten  years.  He  Ousted 
they  would  have  a  generalization  of  the  Land 
Fund  and  a  general  distribution  of  the  waste 
lands.  Those  members  who  strongly  adyocated 
the  squatting  interest,  and  who  never  talked  <m 
any  other  subject,  should  not  attempt  to  tell 
him  that  he  had  done  that  which  he  ought  not 
to  have  done.  He  believed  they  would  have  an 
alteration  in  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  it 
would  not  be  his  fault  if  such  an  alteration  was 
not  effected.  He  was  not  afraid  to  meet  his  con- 
stituents and  to  ask  for  their,  verdict  upon  his 
conduct.  The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti 
and  those  associated  with  him  had  their  hands 
upon  the  Land  Fund  of  Otago  and  Canterbury. 
He  (Mr.  Fisher)  was  only  followios  the  advice 
of  a  gentleman  from  Canterbury  who  told  him 
last  year  that  he  had  better  take  half  a  loaf  than 
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no  bread.  The  honorable  gentleman  could  not 
deny  this  fact :  that  no  Qovemmcnt  could  carry 
on  without  the  Land  Fund ;  and  the  proper 
course  was  to  devise  some  fair  and  proper  means 
of  dealing  with  it. 

Mr.  OKMOND  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  let  out  that  the  Q-oyemment  had  some 
ulterior  designs  in  regard  to  the  generalization 
of  the  Land  Fund.  He  (Mr.  Ormond)  had  all 
along  believed  that  that  was  the  case.  His  belief 
was  that  the  object  was  to  prepare  the  way  for 
Separation,  and  time  would  show  whether  that 
was  correct  or  not.  They  had  been  wanting  to 
know  for  several  days  what  tlie  Ghorernment  in- 
tended to  do  with  the  land  question.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  go  into  that  question  now,  as  they 
had  been  tolJ  by  one  of  the  Ministers  that  a 
Land  Bill  would  be  brought  down  to-night.  He 
merely  rose  to  explain  his  share  in  reference  to  a 
matter  which  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East  had  dragged  into  this  discuision. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  the  late  Go- 
rernment,  in  bringing  the  Counties  Act  into 
force,  had  acted  contrary  to  Xrm  in  altering  the 
nnmher  of  Councillors  in  some  ridings  in  Hawke's 
Baj.  Whatever  was  done  in  that  matter  was 
done  on  the  advice  of  the  Crown  Law  Officer. 
He  (Mr.  Ormond)  was  not  in  the  Gbvernment  at 
the  time;  he  was  Executive  Officer  in  Hawke's 
Baj.  He  saw  a  telegram  published  in  the  papers 
to  the  effect  that  a  certain  distribution  of  ridings 
for  the  Provincial  District  of  Hawke's  Bay  was 
about  to  be  proclaimed.  In  his  capacity  as 
Executive  Officer  he  telegraphed  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  truth  as  to  the 
detail  in  proposed  distribution,  one  wliich  he 
characterized  as  excessively  absurd.  He  might 
•ay  that  the  Government  had  apportioned  four 
members  to  the  Waikaremoana  Hiding,  in  which 
he  did  not  think  there  were  many  more  than  that 
^  naml>er  of  electors  altogether.  Tiie  thing  was 
absurd  on  the  face  of  it.  That  was  what  led  him 
to  send  the  telegram.  He  understood  that  the 
Government  at  the  time  had  taken  counsel  with 
their  Xiaw  Officers,  and  found  that  the  matter 
could  be  altered  in  the  particular  way  in  which 
it  was  done.  He  was  not  a  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment at  the  time,  and  he  did  not  know  what 
they  had  actually  done;  but  he  believed  the 
thing  was  arranged  in  tliat  way.  He  was  per- 
fectly sure  that  he  had  done  what  was  right 
in  the  recommendation  wliich  he  made  from 
his  knowledge  of  the  district  and  of  the  people 
residing  in  it.  He  entirely  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Marsden  that,  notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  ^aid  by  honorable 
members  on  the  other  side,  it  wh  on  account  of 
the  action  of  those  honorable  goiiiiemen  that  the 
Counties  Act  passed  in  a  shape  insufficient  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  What 
^ere  the  facts  of  the  case?  On  the  very  last 
evening  before  Parliament  was  prorogued  last 
iejsion  Conferences  were  going  on  with  the  other 
Chamber  in  regard  to  the  most  important  feature 
of  the  Couttties  Bill.  Honorable  members  would 
remember  the  scene  in  the  House  that  night 
'when  honorable  gentlemen  had  all  their  things 
on  board  the  steamers  ready  to  go  away,  and 
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these  Conferences  were  being  carried  on.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  House  did  what  it 
never  would  have  done  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, and  came  to  a  compromise  which  it  never 
should  have  accepted  in  the  interest  of  the  con- 
stituencies. That  was  the  reason  why  the  altera- 
tions were  made  in  the  Bill,  and  that  was  entirely 
due  to  the  action  of  honorable  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  The  present  Post- 
master-General straightforwardly  acknowledged 
that  such  was  the  £ct,  saying  that  he  did  not 
believe  in  the  Bill,  and  did  his  best  to  make  it 
unworkable. 

Mr.  FI3HEB  explained  that  he  had  not  said 
so.  What  he  said  was  that,  not  believing  in  the 
Bill,  he  did  not  attempt  to  amend  it ;  but  he  did 
not  say  he  tried  to  moke  it  unworkable. 

Mr.  ORMOND  had  no  intention  to  misrepre- 
sent the  honorable  gentleman.  At  any  rate  he 
was  only  expressing  his  own  opinion  as  to  how 
the  Act  had  got  into  its  present  position,  and  the 
reasons  he  had  given  were  sufficient  to  justify  his 
opinion.  With  regard  to  works  of  the  kind  now 
under  consideration,  he  might  say  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  terms  which  the  Government  had  to 
accept  at  the  Conference  last  session  in  order  to  get 
the  Bill  passed  at  all,  there  would  have  been  meant 
for  carrying  them  out,  because  there  were  borrow- 
ing powers  in  the  original  Bill,  which  had  to  be 
given  up  in  order  to  get  the  Bill  passed.  With 
reference  to  the  general  question  of  making  pro- 
vision for  works  of  this  character,  he  must  admit 
the  proposal  of  the  Native  Minister  was  exceedingly 
ingenious,  and  one  which,  no  doubt,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  would  find  very  convenient — 
namely,  that  of  appointing  a  Committee  of  the 
House  to  determine  all  these  questions.  If  the 
country  was  to  be  governed  by  Committees,  that 
would  be  a  very  good  way  to  get  off  responsibility 
and  difficulty ;  but  as  lone  as  there  was  respon- 
sible GoverAment  the  House  would  hold  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches 
responsible  for  the  works  carried  out  and  the 
expenditure  on  them.  The  honorable  gentleman 
would  not  get  rid  of  his  responsibility  as  easily 
as  he  thougnt.  Honorable  membery  had  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  necessity  for  making  pro- 
vision for  works  of  this  description.  He  believed 
himself  that  the  county  system  which  had  arisen 
out  of  Al)olition  was  capable  of  providing  local 
gorcrnment  for  the  various  districts,  and  that  the 
outcome  of  it  would  be  that  the  districts  would 
be  locally  taxed  to  provide  for  local  works. 
When  that  local  taxation  was  raised  by  the 
districts  themselves,  and  when  they  performed 
their  duties,  then  they  would  have  their  works 
properly  managed,  and  when  they  paid  for  them 
themselves  they  would  take  care  that  they  were 
not  expensively  managed.  That,  he  believed, 
would  be  the  outcome  of  the  local  government  uf 
the  country  as  now  established. 

Bir.  TBAYEHS  said  the  great  difficulty  he 
found  in  dealing  with  questions  of  this  kind  was 
his  absolute  ignorance  of  the  work  for  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposed  that  a  sum  of 
money  should  be  placed  on  the  Supplementary 
Estimates.  In  this  case  it  was  a  bridge  across 
a  river  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  and  therefore 
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it  WM  impouible  for  him  to  deal  with  the  qoet- 
tioD.    If  the  honorable  gentleman  were  to  miow 
that  this  work  was  one  of  necessitj,  and  one 
for  the  conitruotion  of  which  the  countj  funds 
were  not  sufficient}  there  would  be  some  founda- 
tion for  asking  the  House  to  urge  upon  the 
GoTernment  to  place  a  sum  of  monejr  for  the 
purpose  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates.     If 
the  honorable  gentleman    had    considered    the 
position  of  the  matter  under  the  proTisions  of 
the  Counties  Act,  together  with  the  Fublio  Works 
Act,  he  would  hare  seen  that  a  proposition  of 
this  kind  ought  ncTerto  hare  come  from  a  prirate 
member  of  the  House.    The  two  Acts  taken  to- 
gether contemplated  the  classification  of  works 
of  this  character  throughout  the  colony — tliey 
were  either  to  be  treated  as  GoTernment  roads 
and  bridges  or  as  county  roads  and  bridges.     If 
they  came  within  the  character  of  GoTcmment 
roads  and  bridges  duly  proclaimed  under  the  Act, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  GoTernment  to  carry 
out  the  work,  and  he  did  not  think  the  House 
was  called   upon  to  consider  such  a  work   as 
this  unless    it   was    brought    under   its  notice 
with  the  content  of  the  Gofemment.    It  might, 
indeed,  be  well  for  prirate  members  to  urge  the 
necessity  of  such  works  upon  the  GoTernment, 
but  that  should  be  done  prior  to  bringing  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  House,  because 
the  work  would  ha?e  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
GoTernment.    If,    howeTcr,   it   was  properly   a 
county  work,  there  were  abundant  powers  in  the 
Counties  Act  to  make  proTision  for  the  construc- 
tion of  such  works.      If  the  ordinary  county 
rcTenues  were  insufficient,  the  countT  could  raise 
a  special  loan  for  the  purpose,  and  the  House 
was  not  called  upon  to  supplement  ite  rcTcnues 
out  of  the  ordinarT  resources  of  the  colony.    He 
would  object  to  tnis  motion  on  that  ground,  as 
he  would  to  any  proposition  of  the  same  kind. 
It  was  cTidently  the  intention  of  the  Counties 
Act,  coupled  with  the  Public  Works  Act,  that 
there  should  be  a  classification  of  works  of  this 
oharaoter.  There  was  no  doubt  the  counties  were 
not  in  a  position,  hj  means  of  local  taxation,  to 
construct  or  maintain  that  class  of  works  which 
were  formerly  under  the  control  of  the  ProTincial 
Councils,  such  as  main  roads.  Take,  for  instance, 
a  road  which  was  immediately  uuder  honorable 
members'  notice — the  main  road  firom  Wellington 
OTer  the  Rimutaka  Hill  to  the  Wairarapa  Dis- 
trict.   It  would  be  perfectly  absurd  to  call  upon 
the  small  population  at  the  Hutt  to  pay  the  cost 
of  maintaining  that  road  in  repair.    In  the  same 
way  with  regard  to  the  road  leading  from  Wel- 
lington to  Wanganui,  which  inrolTcd  a  large  ex- 
penditure on  bridges :  it  wotdd  be  unfair  to  throw 
the  cost  of  miuntaining  that  road  on  the  people 
of  the  country  through  which  it  ran.    He  appre- 
hended it  was  the  duty  of  the  GoTernment  as 
early  as  possible  to  classify  these  works,  and  then 
to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  in 
the  ordinary  Estimates,  the  means  which  were  to 
be  used  in  keeping  the  works  in  repair.    The 
House  was  not  called  on  to  consider  any  works 
which  were  of  a  purely  county  character,  and 
which  would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Boad  Boards  of  the  districte. 
Mr.  Tracers 


The  honorable  member  should  first  show  that 
there  was   special  necessity  for  the  work,  and 
that  the  county  authorities  could  not  undertake 
it;  otherwise  tne  House  should  not  be  asked  to 
make  special   proTision   for  it.     As  honorable 
members  had  wandered  a  long   way  from  the 
question  before  them,  he  might  say  that  he  had 
had  occasion,  both  professional  and  otherwiae,  to 
consider  the  Counties  Act  a  good  deal,  and  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  counties  was 
too  great.    He  conceiTod,  also,  that  it  would  hare 
been  better  to  make  the  County  Councils  Bosrde 
of  construction  of  major  works  throughout  the 
district,  while  each  county  should  indude  a  con- 
siderable number  of  Boad  Boards — something  on 
the  plan  of  the  Timaru  and  Gladstone  Board  of 
Works — to  take  in  hand  the  lesser  works.    Mat« 
tors  would  then  go  on  Tery  smoothly  notwith- 
stending  Abolition.    He  looked  upon  Abolitioa 
as  a  mistake  in  the  form  it  took,  but,  now  that  the 
Counties  Act  afforded  a  ground  upon  which  a 
more  satisfactory  system  than  at  present  existed 
could  be  constructed,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
Ternment to  propose  such  a  system  to  the  House 
without  delay.    They  shoulcl  esteblish  a  system 
that  would  be  more  workable  and  less  expenaiTo. 
The  division  into  ridings  serTed  no  purpose  ex- 
cept to  multiply  expenses  and  elections.     The 
expenses    connected  with  the    working  of   the 
Counties  Act  were  Tery  large,  and  its  utility  was 
Tery  much  impaired  by  the  ciroumstence  that  the 
areas  were  so  small.    If  there  were  a  real  design 
on  the  part  of  the  GoTernment  to  bring  the 
Counties  Act  into  useful  operation  throughout 
the  colony,  it  might  Tery  easily  be  done.    His 
own  impression  was  that  the  proTisions  of  that 
Act  were  such  as  could  be  made  to  work  satisfso- 
torily  —  they  were  now  satisfactorily  worked  in 
some  parte  of  the  colony — but  as  they  at  present 
stood  the  county  bodies  were  brought  into  con- 
flict with  the  Boad  Boards  in  a  manner  which 
was  quite  unnecessary.    He  would  decline  to  sup- 
i^rt  a  Tote  of  this  kind  unless  it  came  to  the 
House  recommended   by  the  GoTernment,  be- 
cause, in  point  of  fact,  the  GoTernment  were 
absolutely  responsible  for  the  outlay  to  be  in- 
curred.      ^^ 

Mr.  BOWB  felt  yery  much  surprised  at  the 
number  of  argumente  that  had  been  used  on  this 
occasion  with  reference  to  Totes  of  the  description 
now  asked  for.  Last  year  the  House  was  UM 
that  it  was  noTcr  to  hear  anything  about  roads 
and  bridges,  and  he  then  Tcntured  to  .predict 
that  a  Tast  deal  more  would  be  heard  of  them 
than  had  prcTiously  been  the  case.  There  was 
one  great  reason  why  Abolition  should  hare  been 
carried  out :  it  was  because  the  legislation  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  years  gone  by  led  up  to 
the  starring  of  a  number  of  the  proriuces  while 
others  had  abundance  of  wealth.  H  the  wealth 
of  New  Zealand  hod  been  adjusted  and  equally 
distributed  to  all  parte,  there  would  haTC  b^  no 
necessity  for  Abolition.  But  year  by  year  a 
great  deal  of  the  means  of  some  Prorincial  Gk>- 
Tcmmente  to  carry  on  was  taken  away  from 
them,  while  year  by  year  other  parte  of  the 
colony  were  increasing -in  wealth;  and  now  the 
House  was  told  that  the  counties  were  unable  to 
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make  roads,  which  honorahle  memhera  knew  per- 
fectly well  was  the  case.  Bat  could  the  Provin- 
eial  Councils  do  it  in  the  out-districts?  Take 
^uoklandi  for  instance.  What  could  the  Pro- 
Tincial  Qt>Temment  of  that  proTince  do  to  carrj 
on  the  work  that  was  necessary?  It  was  all 
Tery  well  for  honorable  members  who  had  their 
roads  made,  and  who  li? ed  in  populous  districts, 
to  say,  ''We  will  not  rote  subsidies,  and  the 
people  living  in  the  out-districts  must  not  come 
to  the  Gheneral  Assembly  and  ask  for  the  money 
they  want;"  but  if  that  was  to  be  the  case 
the  people  of  the  out-districts  had  better  leave 
them  and  go  into  the  centres  of  population. 
In  the  county  with  which  he  was  connected 
there  were  no  main  roads,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  land  to  which  roads  had  to  he  niade 
was  Native  land,  from  which  no  revenue  was 
derived.  Boads,  bridges,  and  other  works  were 
required,  and  yet  they  were  told  that  they  were 
not  to  come  there  to  seek  a  share  of  the  money. 
They  simply  came  there  to  ask  for  justice.  As 
long  as  the  colony  had  money,  which  belonged  as 
much  to  his  district  as  to  any  other,  they  had 
a  perfect  right  to  press  these  claims  upon  the 
House.  Honorable  members  might  depend  upon 
it  they  would  never  relax  their  endearours  in 
this  direction  until  some  plan  was  devised  for  dis- 
tributing the  revenue  equally  over  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  When  that  was  done  these  applications 
would  cease  to  come  before  the  House.  He  knew 
•everal  members  who  li?ed  in  out-districts  from 
which  the  settlers  only  succeeded  in  getting  their 
produce  to  market  at  very  great  cost.  They  had 
no  means  to  make  the  roads  themselves,  and  yet 
tliey  were  told  that  ther  were  not  to  come  here 
for  assistance.  He  mignt  inform  the  House  that 
they  would  continue  to  come  unless  some  means 
was  devised  for  equitably  dividing  the  revenue  of 
the  colony. 

Sir  Qt.  OBEY,  referring  to  the  hope  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Totara  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  during  the  recess  take  into  considera- 
tion the  demands  now  made  for  the  execution  of 
public  works,  said  he  wondered  how  the  honorable 
sentleman  could  think  the  Government  could 
nil  to  take  into  consideration  a  subject  which 
haunted  them  daily  and  hourly,  a  subject  of 
the  most  embarrassing  kind,  and  which  presented 
difficulties  which  at  present  it  seemed  almost 
impossible  to  oreroome.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man might  rely  upon  it  that  the  Government 
would  endeavour  to  introduce  a  system  which 
would  prevent  such  questions  coming  before  the 
House  m  future.  That  such  questions  would  crop 
np  again  and  again  no  one  could  doubt,  after  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Bowe),  who  said  he  should  never  leave 
the  House  in  peace  unless  something  was  done. 
It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
could  not  allow  the  matter  to  rest  where  it  was. 
So  much,  he  could  assure  the  House,  would 
be  done,  and,  speaking  not  only  as  Premier  but  in 
his  capacity  also  as  a  private  member,  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  everything  in  his  power 
woidd  be  done  to  make  the  Counties  Act  a 
workable  measure.  The  Poetmaster-General  (Mr. 
Fiaher)  had  already  assisted   in  that  direction, 


almost  every  alteration  he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  had 
suggested  with  the  view  of  improving  the  Act 
having  received  the  support  of  that  honorable 
gentleman.  The  remark  that  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  did 
not  intend  to  make  the  Counties  Act  a  workable 
Act  meant  this :  that  he  did  not  wish  to  put  it 
into  such  a  shape  that  it  would  destroy  the 
Boad  Boards,  which  bodies  he  believed  to  be 
more  efficient,  under  certain  circumstances,  than 
the  counties.  To  say,  as  the  honorable  member 
for  Olive  had  said,  that  the  Postmaster-General 
admitted  that  he  had  done  his  best  to  make  the 
Counties  Act  unworkable,  was  altogether  to  mis- 
represent the  matter.  There  was  another  point 
upon  which  he  wished  to  remark,  because  it  had 
cropped  up  frequently  in  the  House  lately,  and 
that  was  as  to  the  right  of  the  Government  to 
assume  the  power  to  alter  the  laws,  or  to  set  them 
&t  defiance.  To  say  that  the  GK>vernment  were 
justified  in  breaking  the  law  because  they  had 
power  afterwards  to  remedy  the  breach,  by  mak* 
ing  new  laws  to  suit  their  views,  was  to  say  that 
the  law  had  ceased  to  have  any  operation  whatever 
in  the  country.  The  case  cited  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East  was  as  flagrant  a 
violation  of  the  law  as  any  despot  ever  committed. 
What  took  place  was  this :  On  the  28th  Novem- 
her,  1876,  an  Order  in  Council  was  signed  by 
the  Governor  and  proclaimed  in  the  Ckuette,  by 
which  a  county  was  established,  certain  ridings 
were  defined  in  it,  and  members  were  appoints 
to  those  ridings  to  represent  them  in  the  County 
Council.  The  Governor,  having  issued  that  Pro- 
clamation, performed  the  very  act  the  law  al» 
lowed  him  to  perform,  and  therefore  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  those  ridings  had  as  much  right  to  send 
representatives  to  the  Council  as  the  various 
electoral  districts  had  to  send  representatives  to 
this  House.  The  Gt>vemor  would  not  be  justified 
in  issuing  any  Proclamation  to  alter  the  electoral 
districts  of  the  colony,  and  to  determine  that 
they  should  not  send  to  the  House  the  number  of 
members  which  the  law  entitled  them  to  send. 
But,  the  Gover-.or  having  assigned  a  certain  num- 
ber of  members  to  those  ridings,  the  fact  was  dis- 
tasteful to  the  honorable  member  for  CUve ;  and 
on  the  Ist  December,  three  dajs  after  the  Procla- 
mation was  issued,  he  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
Government  admitting  that  he  knew  the  Procla- 
mation had  been  issued,  and  that  those  acts 
had  been  done,  but  recommending  that  altera- 
tions should  be  made.  Thereupon,  without  any 
lawful  authority  whatever,  the  alterations  were 
made,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  ridings 
were  deprived  of  the  rights  which  had  been  l^- 
stowed  upon  them.  The  honorable  member  for 
Olive  said  that  this  was  done  under  the  advice  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  He  must  be  per* 
mitted  to  express  his  entire  disbelief  of  that  state- 
ment, because  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  gave  no  advice  on  the 
subject.  If  inquiiy  were  made,  that  would  be 
found  to  be  the  fact.  Now,  he  asserted,  again, 
that  an  infraction  of  the  law  was  committed  in 
this  case,  by  which  rights  were  taken  from  the 
Queen's  subjects ;  and  such  acts,  he  maintained, 
ought  not  to  be  repeated,  and  ought  never  to 
have  been  committed.    The  House  should  da- 
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termine  to  set  ite  face  againit  saoh  proceedings; 
otherwise  persons  might  be  deprived  of  law- 
ful rifclits  which  they  very  much  cherished,  at 
the  will  of  an  indiridual  in  power,  and  in 
breach  of  the  law.  As  to  the  motion  under 
discuMion,  he  was  not  certain  that  it  would 
be  within  the  power  of  the  House  to  assent 
to  it.  Several  honorable  gentlemen  had  said 
that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  the  introduction 
of  such  motions.  That  was  an  impossibility.  It 
mutt  be  in  the  discretion  of  honorable  mem- 
bers whether  they  introduced  them  or  not.  He 
would  defy  any  honorable  member  to  interfere 
with  his  priTileees  in  that  respect.  He  admitted, 
however,  tbat  the  practice  involved  certain  incon- 
veniences, and  should  be  kept  within  due  bounds ; 
but  it  was  also  a  practice  which  offered  certain 
Advantages,  because,  in  a  large  and  scattered 
oountry  like  New  Zealand — a  country  extending 
larther  in  latitude  than  &ny  other  British  posses- 
■ion,  and  farther  than  many  nations — there  must 
arise  claims  which  would  justify  members  in 
bringing  forward  motions  of  this  kind  in  order 
to  make  known  the  wants  of  distant  districts. 
He  could  only  say  that,  if  any  general  avstem 
oould  be  adopted  to  diminish  motions  of  this 
kind,  the  Oovemment  would  endeavour  to  intro- 
duce such  a  svttem  next  session. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  said  that  he  knew  the 
locality  where  it  was  proposed  to  erect  this 
bridee,  and  he  believed  the  bridfce  was  very 
much  wanted :  in  fact,  when  the  Biverton  and 
Otautau  Railway  was  finished  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessarr  to  have  a  bridge,  otherwise  a 
large  part  of  tne  country  would  nave  no  access 
to  the  railway.  The  oifficulty  he  saw  in  the 
matter  was  that,  if  the  Government  agreed  to 
this  proposal,  it  would  be  hard  to  etop.  Many 
other  sunilar  proposals  would  no  doubt  be 
brought  up  before  the  session  closed;  and  how 
oould  the  Government  refuse  them  ?  He  hoped 
that  the  honorable  member  would  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  Premier,  and  withdraw  the 
motion.  The  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  motion  had  called  attention  to  the  necessity 
for  this  bridge,  and  no  doubt  it  would  be  erected 
■ooner  or  later. 

Mr.  HUNTER  said  that,  with  reference  to 
what  had  fallen  from  previous  speakers  in  re- 
gard to  the  action  of  the  Government  in  respeot 
to  the  CountyCouncil  of  Waipawa,  he  would  like 
to  refer  the  House  to  section  209  of  the  Coun- 
ties Act,  which  provided  that — 

''In  aJl  cases  where  no  provision  or  no  sufficient 

gxovision  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  Gt>vemor  made 
y  this  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor 
from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
or  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  any 
of  the  objects  of  this  Act,  to  make  and  prescribe 
all  such  regulations  and  orders,  either  generul  or 
applicable  to  particular  cases  only,  as  he  shall 
think  fit,  and  such  regulations  and  orders  from 
time  to  time  to  revoke  or  alter  as  to  the  Gt>vemor 
shall  appear  to  be  requisite.  All  such  regulations 
and  ordera  shall  be  published  in  the  Oazttte,  and, 
being  so  published,  shall  have  the  force  of  law 
at  the  expiration  of  ten  days  after  such  publi- 
cation." 

Sir  Q,  €hr^ 


That  showed  very  clearly  that  the  Gorenior 
might  remedy  any  defects,  and  it  was  onlj  the 
power  given  by  that  clause  that  had  been  exer- 
cised in  the  case  referred  to.  When  the  clause 
was  passed  last  year  it  was  regarded  aa  the 
safety-valTe  of  the  whole  Act,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  to  bear  him  oat 
in  that  statement. 

8ir  G.  GREY  said  that  the  clause  had  no  re- 
lation whatever  to  the  matter;  it  simply  pro- 
vided for  what  was  to  be  done  in  cases  where 
no  provision,  or  no  sufficient  prbvision,  had  been 
made.  In  this  case  sufficient  provision  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  said  that  he  did  not  feel 
at  liberty  at  this  period  of  the  session  to  go  at 
great  length  into  the  question  which  had  been 
raised  by  his  motion.  He  thought  that  tlie  dis- 
cussion should  have  taken  place  during  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  and  not  during  the  last  week. 
Had  it  come  on  earlier  he  would  have  gone  into 
the  question  at  some  length.  He  wished,  how- 
ever, to  justify  himself  for  having  brought  fior- 
ward  this  motion.  The  reason  he  had  done  so 
was  that  there  were  three  or  four  other  motions 
of  the  same  character  on  the  Order  Paper.  There 
was  one  by  the  honorabb  meml>er  for  the  Taieri» 
who,  by  the  way,  when  he  was  a  Minister,  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  counties  would  be 
fully  competent  to  undertake  all  those  local  works, 
and  that  the  Government  of  the  colony  should 
not  be  required  to  do  anything  at  all  in  those 
districts.  Then  there  was  a  similar  motion 
placed  on  the  Order  Paper  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Invercargill ;  and  a  few  days  ago  the 
House  went  into  Committee  to  consider  a  demand 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Qrey  Valley 
for  a  sum  of  £10,000  for  a  bridge  in  his  district. 
^The  bridge  which  he  (Mr.  Hodgkinson)  asked  to 
'have  made  would  not  cost  more  than  £1,000  or 
£1,200.  The  House  had  also  passed  a  resolution 
to  go  into  Committee  for  making  the  Aorere 
Tramway,  at  the  instance  of  the  honorable  member 
for  CoUingwood.  Although  he  (Mr.  Hodgkinson) 
had  ssked  the  House  to  consider  the  neceafity  for 
making  a  tramway  to  open  up  one  of  the  finest 
districta  in  the  colony,  and  one  of  the  largest  coal 
fields,  such  decided  opposition  was  offend  to  it 
that  he  felt  oompeUed  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
What  be  complained  of  was  that  no  principle 
guided  the  House  in  these  matters ;  and  while  t\v 
House  agreed  to  go  into  Committee  to  consider 
the  malung  of  the  Aorere  Tramway  —  a  work 
which  would  only  open  up  a  few  quiet  walks  for 
the  residents  of  Nelson — he  could  not  see  the 
justice  of  their  refusing  to  accept  such  a  motion 
as  this.  The  fact  was  that  the  House  just  now 
was  in  a  pectdiar  predicament  in  respect  to  tho#e 
works,  and  the  whole  of  those  evils  were  entirely 
owing  to  the  abolition  of  the  provinces.  That  was 
not  a  new  opinion  of  his.  Ten  yeara  ago,  when 
the  snbject  was  broached  in  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil of  Southland,  he  had  put  on  record  all  that 
he  had  since  said  in  Parliament,  and  he  liad  con- 
tended that  if  Provincialism  were  abolished  the 
House  of  Representatives  would  simply  become 
a  Board  of  Works  and  a  log-rolling  institution. 
He  did  not  intend  to  press  his  motion,  but  he 
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thought  it  had  done  good,  iDasmuoh  as  it  had 
rabed  a  discussion  'in  which  tlie  present  uneatis- 
factorj  state  of  things  was  brought  into  the  light. 
What  tlie  remedy  was  to  bo  he  did  not  quite 
know.  Certainly  he  could  not  approve  of  tlie 
solution  of  the  difficulty  at  which  the  Minister 
of  Justice  had  hinted.  There  was  no  guarantee 
that  a  Committee  upon  public  works  would  be 
impartial,  or  that  it  would  be  able  to  decide  cases 
on  their  merits.  It  would  have  no  local  know- 
ledge whatever,  and  those  honorable  members  who 
most  interested  themselves  in  getting  local  works 
for  their  districts  might  be  very  successful,  while 
others  who  might  not  happen  to  be  on  the  Com- 
mittee might  get  nothing  at  all.  He  did  not  think 
those  matters  ought  to  come  before  the  House  at 
all.  He  thought  the  idea  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel, 
that  roads  and  bridges  should  not  be  heard  of  in 
that  House,  was  a  good  one.  He  thought  there 
was  a  necessity  for  creating  some  intermediate 
machinery  for  the  purpose  of  undertaking  those 
works.  He  believed  the  best  solution  of  the  dif- 
ficulty would  be  to  adopt  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  he  had  moved  upon  the  resolution 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Waikaia  in  respect 
to  arterial  roads  : — 

*'  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  being 
now  established  that  the  counties  are  unable  to 
make  provision  for  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  the  main  arterial  roads  of  the  colony, 
it  is  necessary  that,  until  District  Boards  of 
Works  or  Councils,  or  other  institutions  capable 
of  undertaking  such  works,  are  estabhshed, 
provision  be  made  by  the  Government  for  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  the  same ;  and 
that  the  Oovemment  be  requested  to  prepare  a 
■ohedule  of  such  arterial  roads,  and  to  place  upon 
the  Estimates  the  sum  required  for  each." 

That  was  generally  assented  to  by  the  House, 
and  he  thought  that  fact  was  a  sufficient  reply  to 
those  who  f>aid  that  the  counties  were  able  to 
undertake  these  works.  Thf  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti  had  taunted  him  as  a  South- 
land member  with  voting  for  a  proposal  to  cripple 
the  counties  of  Otago  by  taking  their  funds  away 
from  them.  Such  a  statement  was  unreason- 
able, coming  from  that  honorable  member.  The 
honorable  gentleman  had  been  in  office  for 
twelve  months,  and  had  not  assisted  the  counties 
to  funds ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  and  his  col- 
leagues proposed  to  take  £109,000  from  Otago, 
whereas  the  present  Ministry  was  only  going  to 
take  £53,000.  He  differed  from  honorable  gentle- 
men who  thought  the  counties  would  in  time  be 
a  success.  He  believed  they  would  never  be  a 
success,  and  that  was  the  general  opinion  of 
the  settlers  in  the  district  from  which  he  came. 
They  all  thought  the  county  system  was  a  mis- 
take, and  they  were  induced  to  adopt  that  opinion 
by  tlie  action  of  the  Wallace  Council,  which  liad 
done  nothing  since  it  was  brought  into  existence 
except  rushing  into  extravagance  and  getting  into 
debt.  The  fact  was,  the  system  was  premature, 
and  would  not  work  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  He 
fully  believed  that  the  Oovernment  would  have 
to  take  charge  of  these  works  unless  the  Assembly 
constituted  some  intermediate  body  such  as  that 
which  he  had  suggested.     Ho  had  little  hope, 


however,  that  they  would  get  that  or  any  other 
beneficial  reform  so  long  as  the  present  Parlia- 
ment existed.  The  name  which  he  proposed  to 
give  to  tliis  intermediate  body  might  be  objected 
to,  but  the  main  principle  he  contended  for  could 
not  be  objected  to.  He  should  like  to  see  the 
number  of  the  counties  greatly  reduced,  so  that 
their  size  might  be  something  like  that  of  the 
proposed  education  districts.  Then  they  might 
work,  especially  if  they  had  greater  power  to 
make  by-laws.  At  any  rate  they  must  have  some 
body  to  tiake  up  this  work,  and  not  throw  upon 
the  House  the  task  of  deciding  where  roads  and 
bridges  should  be  put.  He  admitted  that  his 
motion  was  not  good  in  principle,  but,  the  system 
of  bringing  forward  these  motions  having  been  in- 
itiated, he  was  compelled  to  do  what  he  had  done, 
and  thought  his  motion  had  done  good  in  that 
it  had  brought  about  this  important  discussion. 
That  having  been  accomplished,  he  should  with- 
draw the  motion,  leaving  it  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Qovernment  'with  other  matters.  He  hoped 
that,  if  he  withdrew  his  motion,  the  House  would 
do  equal  justice  to  all  such  motions,  and  he  would 
expect  that  several  other  resolutions  of  the  same 
sort  which  were  now  on  the  Order  Paper  would 
be  withdrawn  also.  He  would  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Leave  refused. 

Question  put,  '^That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to  ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         16 


Minority  for 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisner, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lunisden, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellert, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Hodgunson. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Bees, 
,  Captain  Bussell, 
1  Mr.  Sharp, 
I  Mr.  Travers, 
!  Mr.  Wakefield. 

i  Tell^i. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
I  Mr.  Reynolds. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

WALLACE  AND  FIORD  HOSPITAL. 
Mr.  HODGKINSON,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  it  had  reference  to 
certain  sections  in  the  Town  of  Riverton  on 
which  cottages  had  been  erected  for  the  con- 
venience of  immigrants.    He  had  been  requested 
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by  the  Hospital  Trustees  to  ask  the  House  to  gire 
the  land  on  which  these  cottages  were,  and  the 
cottages  themselres,  to  the  hospital  as  an  endow- 
ment. The  hospital  was  rerj  much  needed,  and 
what  made  it  more  needed  was  that  it  was  near 
to  the  diggings,  where  a  great  many  accidents 
occurred.  It  was  considered  that  the  cottages 
were  no  longer  required  for  the  use  of  immi- 
mnts,  and  in  his  opinion  it  was  very  desirable 
u^t  they  should  be  nanded  over  to  the  Hospital 
Trustees. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the  five  immigrants' 
cottages  at  Riverton,  and  Sections  Nos.  22, 28, 24, 
25,  and  26,  Block  IX,  Town  of  Biverton,  should 
be  handed  over  to  the  Trustees  of  tl^e  Wallace 
and  Fiord  Hospital,  as  an  endowment  for  said 
hospital."— (Jfr.  Sodgkinson.) 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  only  possible 
objection  that  could  be  taken  to  this  motion  was 
a  probability  of  the  cottages  being  again  required 
for  immigrants.  He  thought,  however,  that  that 
probability  was  very  remote.  They  were  built 
at  a  time  when  immigrants  were  being  rushed 
into  the  country  weekly  by  thousands ;  but,  as  it 
was  not  likely  that  immigration  on  such  a  reckless 
scale  would  take  place  again,  he  thought  that 
under  all  the  circumstances  it  would  be  better  to 
utilize  the  cottases  in  the  way  proposed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LANDS  FRAUDS  PREVENTION 
ACT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SUTTON,  it  waa  or- 
dered. That  it  is  desirable  that  the  annual  reports 
of  all  Commissioners  under  the  Native  lAuds 
Frauds  Prevention  Act  for  the  years  1876-76  and 
1876-77  should  be  laid  before  the  House  this  ses- 
sion. 

AUCKLAND  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Mr.  ROWE,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  that,  after  the  lon^  discussion 
that  had  taken  place  to-day,  one  micht  almost 
feel  debarred  from  making  the  proposal  contained 
in  this  motion,  but  uothmg  that  had  been  said 
could  possibly  remove  from  his  mind  the  sense  of 
the  injustice  from  which  the  district  proposed  to 
be  benefited  by  this  vote  bad  been  suffering  for 
many  years  past  through  the  want  of  proper  road 
communication.  If  this  discussion  had  taken 
place  in  an  early  part  of  the  session  he  thought 
these  matters  would  have  been  in  a  far  better 
position.  They  had  seen  almost  every  day  mo- 
tions on  the  Paper  asking  for  land  to  be  given  for 
almost  every  purpose,  and  the  House  assented  to 
those  motions.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
had  been  voted  as  endowments  for  various  pur- 
poses, and  it  was  only  a  night  or  two  ago  that  a 
vote  of  £10,000  was  made  for  one  district  on  a 
motion  brought  forward  by  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice. The  money  was  actually  voted  by  the  House 
without  any  opposition  whatever,  and  he  thought 
the  House  bad  done  right  in  voting  the  money. 
The  first  item  in  this  motion  referred  to  roads  m 
Coromandel.  Coromandel  had  been  occupied  for 
a  long  time  by  miners,  of  whom  there  was  a  very 
large  number  there,  and  it  happened  to  be  situ- 
a*ea  in  a  Native  district.  The  people  had  exerted 
Mr,  Rodgkinson 


themselves  to  a  tesj  great  extent,  and  had  taxed 
themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  ;  but  all 
their  taxes  utterly  failed  to  provide  funds  to 
make  the  roads  that  were  necessaij  for  the  dis- 
trict, or  to  keep  existing  roads  in  repair.  Many 
years  ago  a  tramway  vras  constructed  with  mon^ 
voted  by  the  Provincial  Government  of  Auckland, 
but  the  people  had  been  unable  to  raise  sutBdent 
money  to  keep  that  tramway  in  repair,  and  it  had 
now  become  almost  useless.  He  had  from  time 
to  time  received  communications  by  telegraph, 
entreating  him  to  ask  the  Gt>vemment  to  supj^y 
the  inhabitants  with  material  to  put  the  tramway 
in  repair.  He  saw  no  prospect,  however,  of 
getting  assistance  in  that  directton,  and  therefore 
he  asked  the  House  for  a  vote.  Then,  the  road 
from  Coromandel  to  the  Thames,  a  distance  of  not 
more  than  twenty  miles,  was  almost  impawhlff. 
In  the  heat  of  election  times  he  had  travelled 
overland  between  those  two  places,  but  he  would 
not  attempt  to  do  such  a  thing  again  until  the 
road  was  put  in  a  better  state  of  repair.  Thus, 
between  two  important  and  populous  districts, 
within  twenty  mues  of  each  other,  there  was  no 
communication  overland  without  endangering  life. 
The  result  had  been  the  loss  of  life  io  several 
instances.  Rather  than  undertake  the  journey 
overland,  people  had  gone  between  these  places 
in  small  boats,  and  several  people  had  been 
drowned.  A  member  of  his  own  family  had  beoi 
drowned  in  endeavouring  to  go  from  Coromandd 
to  the  Thames  in  an  open  boat.  He  asked,  there- 
fore, that  a  sum  of  £2,000  should  be  given  to 
the  Coromandel  County  Council  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  this  main  line  of  road.  There 
was  a  settlement  about  midway,  some  six  miles 
from  the  Thames,  and  the  road  there  was  in 
such  a  state  as  to  be  almost  impassable,  but  the 
County  Council  was  certainly  unable  to  pot  it  in 
repair.  He  did  not  entertain  the  same  opinions 
with  reference  to  the  county  system  as  other 
honorable  gentlemen  had  expressed.  At  the 
Thames  they  had  endeavoured  to  work  the  sys- 
tem as  far  as  their  means  permitted,  and  it  had 
been  worked  successfully  there.  The  county  sys- 
tem there  had  not  been  attended  with  such  large 
expense  as  many  members  had  stated.  A  grast 
deal  of  work  had  been  done,  and  done  economi- 
cally. The  county  had  eighty  or  ninety  miles  of 
main  road  to  make,  and  mne-tenths  of  it  passed 
through  Native  land,  land  which  did  not  con- 
tribute by  rates  towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  road;  but  the  road  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  communication  between 
one  settlement  and  another.  They  had,  dar- 
ing the  past  year,  succeeded  in  inducing  tbs 
Natives  to  allow  the  County  Council  to  open 
a  line  of  road  throughout  the  length  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  proposed  to  employ  Native 
labour  upon  the  road.  The  County  Council 
had  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Na- 
tives that  they  should  be  employed  upon  the 
making  it,  and  upon  that  and  other  conditions 
they  had  yielded  their  consent.  When  this  road 
was  opened  up  it  would  be  necessary  to  fence  all 
their  plantations  and  iapus.  A  bridge  had  been 
built  over  the  Kauaeranga  River.  About  twenty 
iadividoali  had  been  dronmed  daiiBg  tfce  tail 
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four  OP  fire  yeara  in  endeaTouring  to  cross  it. 
He  thought  those  main  lines  of  r^id  should  be 
carried  out,  and  that  could  not  be  done  unless  the 
County  Council  received  assistance  from  some 
quarter  or  another.  It  required  not  only  the 
whole  of  the  means  the  county  had  to  make  the 
district  roads,  but  far  more  means  than  they  pos- 
sessed, or  were  likely  to  possess  for  many  years 
to  come.  There  was  no  Land  Fund  from 
which  any  assistance  could  be  derived.  There 
were  no  reserves  or  endowments ;  and  he  did 
not  think  any  one  who  was  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  district,  or  who  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  necessity  for  carrying  out  the  works  to 
which  he  had  referred,  and  for  which  he  sought 
to  obtain  this  vote  of  money  from  the  Parliament, 
would  for  a  moment  assert  that  they  were  ask- 
ing for  a  shilling  more  than  they  ought  to  get. 
Hitherto  justice  had  not  been  done  to  that  part 
of  the  country.  He  did  not  see  how  the  out- 
districts  were  to  carry  on  public  works,  and  how 
those  roads  were  to  be  made,  unless,  as  had  been 
said,  the  Q-overnment  took  over  the  main  lines  of 
road  in  the  counties.  He  believed  that  that  should 
be  done,  and  that  they  should  leave  the  counties 
to  do  the  district  work.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  consent  to  eo  into  Committee  on  the  next 
private  members'  oay. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  House  will,  on  next  private  members'  day, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  consider  of  an  address  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  praying  that  he  will  cause  to  be  placed 
upon  the  Supplementary  Estimates  the  sum 
of  £12,750,  in  addition  to  the  amount  already 
proposed,  for  the  following  works :  Coromandel 
Eoad  to  Tokatea  Range,  £2,000 ;  from  Coromandel 
to  Thames,  main  road,  £2,000  ;  from  Mackaytown 
to  Waitekauri,  £3,000  ;  fencing  roads  and  tapus, 
Native  lands,  £750  j  from  Tauranga  to  Mackay- 
town, £3,000 ;  from  Mackaytown  to  Te  Aroha, 
£1,000;  from  Thames  to  Hastings,  £1,000.— 
£12,750."— (ifr.  Botoe.) 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple on  which  he  objected  to  the  last  motion,  he 
intended  to  object  to  this  one.  He  considered  that 
it  was  not  right  on  the  part  of  this  House  to  force 
the  Qt>vemment  to  place  sums  on  the  Estimates 
knowing  perfectly  well  that  they  had  not  the 
funds  to  meet  such  votes.  He  regretted  very 
much  that  so  largd  a  number  of  members  had 
voted  as  they  did  on  the  last  occasion,  and  he 
could  not  but  think  that  they  had  done  so  out 
of  courtesy  to  the  honorable  member  who  had 
brought  forward  the  motion.  When  the  subject 
came  before  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
those  honorable  gentlemen  would  probably  be 
found  voting  against  it.  He  thought  it  far  more 
honest  to  oppose  the  vote  on  the  first  occasion 
than  to  support  it  at  first  and  afterwards  to 
oppose  it  in  Committee.  He  was  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  judge  of  the  proposed  works.  He  thought 
that  there  were  very  few  members  of  the  House 
who  could  tell  whether  or  not  such  works  were 
necessary,  or  whether  it  was  advisable  that  the 
colony  should  take  them  up.  If  other  honorable 
members  took  the  course  of  bringing  forward  such 
motions  be  should  be  compelled  to  come  down 


with  a  proposal  for  some  extensive  vote  for  hi^ 
own  district.  There  was  an  important  road  whicU 
required  to  be  made  between  Port  Chalmers  and 
Purakwaui.  There  were  a  large  number  of  set- 
tlers there,  and  he  would  be  doing  justice  to  his 
constituents  were  he  to  ask  for  a  similar  vote  for 
making  that  road. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Sfbakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BBSUMBD. 

Mr.  Speakbb  resumed  Uie  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  FEMALES  BILL. 

Mr.  BURNS,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  he  would  not  detain  the  House  with 
any  long  statement,  as  the  session  had  so  far  ad- 
vanced. He  would  merely,  as  shortly  as  he  could, 
state  the  reasons  for  asking  that  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time.  About  a  fortnight  ago  an  infor- 
mation was  laid  against  the  Mosffiel  Woollen 
Factory  Company  for  keeping  peo^e  employed 
for  longer  hours  than  those  laid  down  under  the 
10th  section  of  the  Act  of  1875.  The  case  was 
brought  before  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  Outram 
on  Monday  last,  but  he  had  not  yet  heard  the 
result.  The  effect  of  laying  that  information  at 
once  set  the  whole  of  the  employ^  on  edge,  and 
petitions  were  sent  up  to  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  He  might  at  once  state,  in  order 
that  there  might  be  no  misunderstanding  upon 
the  matter,  that  as  far  as  the  directors  or  other 
persons  interested  in  the  factory  were  concerned 
they  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  petition, 
which  came  entirely  from  the  people  employed  in 
the  factory.  If  honorable  gentlemen  would  take 
the  trouble  to  look  at  the  petition  itself,  they 
would  see  on  the  face  of  it  that  it  must  have  come 
simply  from  the  employes  themselves,  because  it 
was  barely  within  the  rules  of  the  House.  There 
was  therefore  no  making  up,  as  far  as  the  petition 
was  concerned,  which  went  through  the  usual 
course  before  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  who 
recommended  that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced 
to  give  effect  to  the  praver  of  the  petition.  That 
prayer  was  simply  to  tne  effect  that  the  females 
employed  in  the  factory  should  be  permitted  to 
work  for  the  number  of  hours  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  ever  since  the  factory  was  started 
— namely,  fifty-four  hours  a  week,  or  an  average  of 
nine  hours  a  day.  He  was  an  advocate  for  short 
hours,  particularly  for  people  who  were  employed 
out  of  doors,  in  which  cose  he  thought  eight 
hours  a  day  was  quite  sufficient ;  but,  considering 
the  light  nature  of  the  work  in  this  factory,  he 
thought  nine  hours  a  day  would  not  be  a  hard- 
ship, particularly  as  these  people  were  working 
on  piecework.  A  system  had  grown  up  amongst 
these  people  by  which  they  very  often  got  a  whole 
holiday  on  Saturday,  and,  in  order  that  their 
wages  might  not  be  reduced,  tbey  worked  a  few 
minutes  over  each  day  to  make  up  the  lost  time. 
The  consequence  was  that  the  law,  interfering  as 
it  did  in  this  way,  produced  another  hardship. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  material  could  not 
be  forced  through  a  machine  which  could  only  do 
a  certain  amount  of  work,  and   therefore,  by 
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restricting  the  hours  these  people  had  been 
accastomed  to  work  ever  since  the  mill  nas 
started,  a  hardship  would  be  brought  upon  them. 
That  was  whj  he  mored  in  the  matter.  He 
would  not  hare  done  so  if  the  petition  had  come 
from  the  other  side.  Hence  he  asked  the  House 
to  reconsider  the  Act  of  1875,  and  amend  it  bj 
simply  allowing  the  people  to  work  for  the  num- 
ber of  hours  thej  had  beeu  accustomed  to  work. 
He  understood  that  one  honorable  gentleman 
was  going  to  move  in  Committee  an  i^dition  to 
section  2  to  this  effect :  "  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Goremor  in  Council  maj  from  time 
to  time  prescribe."  He  would  hare  no  objection 
to  that  amendment :  in  fact,  he  would  be  willing 
to  put  it  in  himself.  In  manj  oases,  eten  as  the 
law  stood  at  present,  it  would  be  advisable  that 
some  such  provision  should  be  in  force ;  other- 
wise there  were  many  occasions  on  which  the 
emplojers  of  labour  might  be  at  the  mercj  of  any 
malicious  indiyidual,  who,  by  finding  oat  that  the 
employ^  worked  for  a  few  minutes  longer  than 
was  provided,  could  lay  an  information  for  the 
infringement  of  the  Acti  These  were  the  plain 
facts  of  the  case,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
great  hardship  on  these  people  if  the  prayer  of 
Uieir  petition  was  not  granted.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  the  House  would  agree  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STODT  rose  to  move,  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months.  He  re- 
gretted exceedingly  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  hare  brought  forward  this  measure.  It 
was  the  second  time  that  the  privileges  granted 
by  the  Employment  of  Females  Act  hiul  been 
attempted  to  be  invaded.  The  same  thing 
occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  seesion  of 
1875,  when  the  same  arguments  were  used  as 
were  now  brought  forward  —  namely,  that  the 
prayer  for  the  removal  of  the  restriction  on 
the  hours  of  labour  came  from  the  females  them- 
selves. He  was  in  Dunedin  at  the  time,  and  he 
remembereda  public  meeting  being  held,  at  which 
many  persons  representing  the  factory  hands  of 
the  place  attended,  and  were  greatly  incensed  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  should  have  been  altered 
in  any  way.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri 
could  bear  witness  to  the  correctness  of  his  state- 
ment on  that  point,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  no  doubt  remember  well  the  manner  in 
which  he  was  received.  This  Bill  virtually  asked 
the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand  to  sanction  an 
extension  of  the  hours  of  labour  from  eight  hours 
a  day  to  nine  hours.  At  present  all  males  were 
asked  to  work  only  eight  hours  a  day. 

Mr.  BURNS.—Not  in  factories. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  rather  see  all  factories  done 
away  with  than  that  the  employ^  in  them  should 
be  asked  to  work  for  a  greater  number  of  hours 
a  day  than  the  number  that  had  already  been 
fixed  by  the  Legislature.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man's argument  was  that  females  working  in  the 
open  air  should  only  be  asked  to  work  eigiit  hours 
a  day,  but  that  if  working  in  a  factory  the  num- 
ber of  hours  might  be  increased.  That  was  a 
most  ridiculous  argument,  and  there  was  little 
doubt  that  people  could  work  for  a  much  longer 
time  in  the  open  air  than  in  rooms,  unless 
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such  rooms  were  extremely  well  ventilated.  Hs 
asked  the  House  to  at  once  put  a  stop  to  in- 
creasing the  hours  of  labour  in  New  Zealand. 
He  believed  one  of  the  most  beneficial  thingB 
to  the  colony  was,  lessening  the  hours  of  labour. 
Honorable  members  would  see  that,  instead  of 
decreasing  the  earnings  of  workmen  and  increas- 
ing the  cost  of  production,  it  was  the  reverse. 
He  would  not  go  into  details,  but  Bras^ey  proved 
by  statistics  that  such  was  the  case,  from  tests 
applied  to  railway  and  factory  work.  If  the 
cignt-hours  system  in  this  colony  was  to  be 
cluingcd,  why  stop  at  females  P — why  not  include 
males?  Where  was  the  honorable  gentleman 
going  to  draw  the  line  ?  What  were  the  reasons 
he  urged  for  the  change?  That  the  women 
would  make  more  wa^^es  if  they  worked  nine 
hours  a  day  instead  of  eiglit.  But  there  was  some- 
thing cl«o*for  the  Legislature  to  look  to :  that  was 
the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  people,  which 
was  of  quite  as  much  importance  as  preserving  the 
wealth  of  the  people.  He  believed  tlie  elfect  of 
overwork  in  factories  had  been  most  pernicious 
to  the  people  of  England,  and  he  did  not  think 
they  yet  knew  to  what  extent  that  had  gone  in 
the  manufacturing  districts.  He  would  ask  the 
House  to  pause  before  it  allowed  the  eiffht-houra 
system,  which  had  worked  so  benefidafly,  to  be 
invaded.  Seeing  there  was  a  Females  Kmploj- 
ment  Act  already  on  the  Statute  Book,  honorable 
members  should  not  allow  its  provisions  to  be 
destroyed  by  permitting  this  Bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  MAMDERS  trusted  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin   City  would  be 
carried.    He  was  very  sorry  he  could  not  support 
the  honorable  member  for  Roslyn,  with  whom  he 
generally  agreed,  in  carrying  a  measure  of  this 
kind.    When  a  similar  Act  to  that  now  in  fores 
in  this  colony  was  introduced  in  England  it  was 
shown  that  it  was  necessary  to  protect  females 
and  young  persons,  even  against  their  own  wishes. 
Shortening  the    hours  of  work  was   shown   to 
materially   benefit  the    earnings  even  of  those 
who  were  employed  in  factories  and  coal  mines. 
All  hough  the  Bill  before  them  might  have  been 
introduced   to   give  effect  to  the   prayer  of  » 
petition  that  the  hours  of  work  might  be  made 
longer,  still  it  was  the  duty  of  the  LegislAtare 
to  look  after  the    benefit   of   the    whole  com- 
munity.    Parliament  had  parsed  an  Act,  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Bradshaw  and  other  gentlemen, 
in  which  it  was  provided  that  females  and  young 
persons  should  not  be  employed  in  close  roomi 
beyond  a  certain   number  of  hours  during  the 
week.     He  thought  there  had  been  an  infringe- 
ment of  that  Act  already  by  allowing  men  to 
work  longer,   and  he   trusted  that,   in  the  case 
of  females  and  young  persons,  the  House  would 
throw  a  shield  over  them,  and  protect  them  from 
the  dani^ers  tjjat  would  arise  from  allowing  tiwn 
to  work  during  longer  hours  on  piece* work.   Tw 
Act  was  very  strictly  enforced  at  Home,  »n" 
informations  were  laid  under  it  if  people  ^erj 
kept  at  work  beyond  the  legitimate  number  of 
hours.     They  very  often  saw  cases  reported  in  tn« 
Home  journals  in  wliich  persons  were  brought  up 
for  infringing  that  Act,  and  it  was  quite  rigbti  m 
a  colony  like  this,  where  there  was  such  etrong 
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oompetition  going  on,  that  thej  should  not  ahate 
one  jot  of  the  existing  Act,  which  hod  produced 
a  great  deal  of  good  amongst  the  class  who 
laboured  under  its  provisions.  If  a  poll  of  the 
females  employed  in  the  large  clothing  factories 
were  taken  he  was  sure  their  opinions  would  be 
largely  in  favour  of  the  Act  as  it  stood.  As  to 
the  argument  that  a  machine  could  do  more  work, 
he  was  perfectly  well  aware  of  that,  but  the  people 
attending  those  machines  might  be  called  upon  to 
attend  longer  houra,  and  if  any  relaxation  of  the 
hours  were  made  it  would  be  an  inducemsnt  to 
those  establishments  to  employ  the  hands  for  an 
extra  number  of  hours.  He  trusted,  for  the  rea- 
sons stated  by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City,  that  the  House  would  not  abate  the  provi- 
sions of  the  existing  lav  defining  the  hours  of 
labour. 

Sir  G-.  OBEY  thought  the  House  should  not 
pass  a  Bill  of  this  nature  until  a  Committee  had 
inquired  into  the  whole  subject  and  ascertained 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  make  such  a  change. 
The  House  would  obseiTe  that  up  to  the  present 
time  it  was  employers  of  labour  only  who  had 
spoken  ;  the  employed  had  not  been  heard  in  any 
way.  The  Bill  made  very  serious  alterations  in 
the  existing  law,  more  serious  alterations  than  ap- 
peared at  first  sight.  In  the  first  place,  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
the  word  "female"  included  a  female  child  of 
ten  years  of  age.  Under  other  laws  in  force 
in  the  colony,  children  might  be  apprenticed  in 
manufactories,  and  this  BiU  enacted  that  female 
children  of  such  a  tender  age  might  be  made  to 
work  fifly-four  hours  in  every  week.  Below  a 
certain  age  they  could  only  be  made  to  wdrk  on 
every  alternate  day,  but  still  nine  hours'  labour 
for  a  female  child  on  any  single  day  was  too 
much.  Tiiere  was  still  another  and  a  very-  much 
stronger  objection  to  the  BilL  It  allowed  night 
labour.  Tlie  children  might  be  kept  up  all  night 
if  the  employers  desired  it.  The  Bill  said  that 
they  miglit  be  kept  at  work  *'  at  such  time  or 
times,  not  exceeding  fifty-four  hours  in  any  week 
of  working  days."  That  wae  a  very  serious  thing, 
and  upon  the  whole  he  felt  certain  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  adopt  it.  The  honorable 
member  for  Boslyn  shook  his  head.  He  sup- 
posed the  honorable  gentleman  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  Bill  would  not  repeal  the 
dauses  relating  to  night  work.  The  Bill  was 
clear  and  distinct  upon  the  point. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  that  vras  not  the  intention  of 
the  Bill. 

Sir  Ot,  OBEY  said  the  existence  of  that  doubt 
simply  showed  the  necessity  for  inquiry.  He 
therefore  earnestly  hoped  the  House  would  recol- 
lect that  the  Bill  concerned  all  females  who  were 
employed  in  such  factories;  and  not  only  that, 
but  it  affected  children  of  very  tender  years — 
children  who,  possibly,  had  no  parents  to  look 
ader  them.  The  whole  subject,  he  submitted, 
was  one  of  such  importance,  as  concerning  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  female  population  of 
this  colony,  that  the  Bill  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  pass  tmtil  a  Committee  had  inquired  into  the 
working  of  such  manufactories,  and  the  probable 
effect  c?  such  a  measure.     He  trusted  the  House 
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would  exercise  that  caution  which  the  British 
Parliament  always  exercised  with  regard  to  Bills 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  JOYCE  not  only  hoped  that  the  Bill  would 
not  be  passed  until  tne  subject  had  been  inves- 
tigated by  a  Committee,  but  he  also  hoped  that 
a  Committee  would  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
evasions  of  the  existing  Females  Employment  Act. 
He  believed  that  Act  was  continually  evaded,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  those  whom  it  was  intended 
to  protect.  As  to  the  petition  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Boslyn,  he  attached  no 
importance  to  it.  They  all  understood  how  easy 
it  was  to  obtain  signatures  to  petitions.  The 
women  of  Salt  Lake  City  petitioned  in  favour  of 
polygamy,  but  no  one  believed  they  were  really 
in  favour  of  the  practice.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber spoke  of  getting  a  greater  amount  of  work 
out  ol  the  machines.  He  seemed  to  forget  that 
tlie  machines  had  to  be  attended  by  human 
beings.  But  the  fact  was  that  the  proprietors 
of  the  Mosgiel  Factory  did  not  care  whom  they 
sacrificed  so  long  as  they  made  money. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  that  this  proposal  came  from 
the  workpeople  themselves. 

Mr.  JOYCE  knew  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  nothing  to  do  vrith  drafting  the  Bill. 
The  honorable  gentleman  could  only  speak  for 
himself,  and  he  said  the  Bill  was  introduced  to 
assimilate  the  law  with  the  law  of  the  old  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  BUBNS  said  he  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  JOYCE  held  that,  whether  the  honor- 
able gentleman  said  so  or  not,  he  conveyed 
the  impression  that  it  would  l>e  well  that  the 
House  should  assimilate  the  colonial  with  the 
English  law.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
say  that  the  Act  got  machine-owners  into  trouble 
if  the  machines  were  kept  in  operation  a  few 
minutes  over  the  stipulatea  time.  All  he  wished 
to  say  upon  that  point  was,  that  he  hoped  the  Act 
would  continue  to  give  them  trouble.  That  was 
a  difliculty  which  factory  proprietors  oould  easily 
provide  for  by  putting  on  extra  hands,  or  by  re- 
fusing to  take  so  mucn  work.  It  vras  impossible 
to  disffuise  the  ^t  that  underlying  this  question 
was  the  eight-hours  system,  the  system  ufxm 
which  they  prided  themselves  and  upon  wbidh 
their  immigration  agents  at  Home  had  descanted 
with  such  advantage.  It  had  prored  one  of  the 
greatest  attractions  to  immigrants,  and  had  done 
more  good  for  this  colony  than  any  other  thing 
that  he  could  name.  Not  long  ago  he  came  across 
a  very  striking  passage  in  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  old  country  by  a  hite  Governor  of  New  Zea- 
land. Speaking  of  some  weavers  who  came  out 
to  New  Zealand,  he,  referred  to  their  poverty- 
stricken  condition  in  the  old  country,  and  stated 
that  when  he  met  them  in  New  Zealand  he  iras 
astoni^ed  at  the  change  in  their  appearance  and 
in  their  physique,  and  the  whole  of  that  he 
thought  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  eight- 
hours  system,  which  had  given  so  much  oppor* 
tunity  to  improre  their  condition  as  to  ohangje 
their  race,  so  to  speak.  Underneath  all  this 
there  was  the  question  of  protection,  because  the 
eight-hours  system,  although  they  might  dose 
their  eyes  to  the  fact,  was  really  a  systrai  of  pro* 
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trcl  ion.  While  tbat  sjstem  exiBted  it  was  nofc  to 
be  supposed  that  thej  could  compete  with  the 
products  of  countries  where  the  ten-hours  sjstem 
prevailed.  He  did  not  attach  much  importance 
to  (he  statement  that  men  could  do  as  onuch 
work  in  eight  hours  as  thej  could  in  ten  hours, 
f  speciallj  in  the  case  of  machine  work,  where  the 
machines  went  at  a  giren  pace  throughout.  If 
this  woollen  industi7  was  not  sufBdentlj  pro- 
tected, let  the  honorable  gentleman  say  so— let 
him  saj  that  it  would  pine  away  if  the  10  per 
cent,  were  not  increased  to  15  per  cent. ;  but  he 
hoped  tbej  would  not  try  to  keep  up  this  indus- 
try by  extracting  flesh  and  blood  from  the  em- 
ploy^. How  would  the  honorable  gentleman 
uke  the  idea  of  bis  sister  or  his  daughter  being 
eompelled  to  work  fifty-four  hours  a  week  ?  It 
was  practical  slavery.  Let  him  put  it  to  himself 
whether  he  would  like  to  look  after  a  machine 
for  fifty-four  hours  in  the  wedL  It  was  the  most 
dreary,  monotonous  occupation  that  one  could 
possibly  follow,  unless  indeed  it  were.  Ustening  to 
and  reporting  some  of  the  speeches  made  in  that 
House.  The  members  of  many  trades  protected 
themselves  by  combinations,  but  the  women  had 
not  arrired  at  that  point.  They  had  not  the 
education,  the  training,  or  the  faculties  neces- 
sary for  the  formation  of  combinations.  He 
belief  ed  that  that  principle  should  be  extended. 
The  grandest  motto  they  could  hare  would  be 
''Protection  from  without  and  union  within." 
That  principle,  perhaps,  would  not  create  an 
Arcadia,  but  they  would  be  much  better  of£  than  if 
an  extension  of  the  hours  of  labour  were  allowed. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  thing  resolved  itelf  into 
Uiis :  It  was  desired  by  means  of  this  Bill  to  en- 
noh  persons  not  ill-to-do  at  present  by  robbing 
a  helpless  and  unprotected  class  in  the  commu- 
nity of  money,  because  time  wai  money,  or  of,  at 
any  rate,  that  leisure  which  they  should  have  to 
fit  them  for  the  duties  of  mothers  of  the  future 
nee.  Instead  of  amending  the  law  in  the  direc- 
tion proposed,  its  administration  should  be  looked 
into,  and  it  would  be  well  if  a  Commission  were 
appointed  to  ascertain  how  far  the  authorities  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony  were  insisting  upon 
^e  proTisions  of  the  law  being  carried  out.  He 
knew  of  only  one  or  two  instances  in  which  it 
had  been  enforced.  It  had  been  enforced  in 
Dunedin,  but  there  had  been  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  enforce  it  on  the  West  Coast.  The 
offsnce  against  it  was  looked  upon  with  too  much 
leniency,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  colony  women 
were  worked  too  many  hours.  It  was  for  their 
moral  and  physical  welfare  that  this  should  not 
be  allowed.  It  was  all  rery  well  to  say  there 
should  be  free  trade  in  this  as  in  other  things, 
but  it  was  not  right  to  say  that  till  women  were 
ffiren  political  privileges  and  had  a  voice  in  the 
legislation  of  tne  colony.  "They  were  kept  in 
tntelage,  and  until  they  were  given  a  voice  in  the 
legislation  of  the  colony  it  was  the  duty  of  the 

•  Bouse  to  look  after  them  like  children. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  remarked  that  this  was  a 
tubject  upon  which  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be 
said,  and  it  would  be  very  easy  to  dilate  upon 
the  Bill  before  the  House  for  some  hours  were  it 

•  sot  that  time  pressed ;  but  he  thought  the  sug- 
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gestion  of  the  Premier  was  one  which  would 
commend  itself  very  much  to  the  House,  and  be 
hoped  the  honorable  member  who  brought  dow« 
the  Bill  would  aco^  it.  It  would  be  undesir- 
able to  impute  any  motives  to  the  bonormbte 
member  for  Bodyn,  but  he  thought  the  subjeot 
called  f<v  further  inquiiy  before  there  was  Iqps- 
lation.  It  was  too  late  this  sessioo  for  an  in- 
qniry,  but  he  hoped  there  would  be  an  inquiiy 
next  session.  A  great  principle  was  involred, 
and  he  should  like  to  have  further  informa- 
tion before  legislation  took  place.  The  honors 
Mo  gentleman,  in  introducing  the  Bill,  said  that 
the  females  were  worked  extra  during  the  we^ 
to  make  up  their  time,  in  order  that  they  mi^it 
be  given  a  boUday  on  Saturday  :  so  that  already 
they  worked  over  nine  hours  a  day. 

Mr.  BURNS  might  explain.  He  had  said  it 
was  a  custom  that  luid  grown  up,  and  was  one  to 
which  the  directors  had  not  objected,  among  the 
female  employ^  to  make  up  time  during  the 
week,  so  that  they  might  have  a  full  holidaj  on 
Saturday. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  did  not  care  from  what 
reason  it  proceeded,  the  fact  was  the  same,  and  no 
doubt  the  result  would  be  the  same.  The  females 
iiad  to  do  six  days'  work  in  five  days,  which  he  did 
not  think  should  be  allowed.  As  to  the  propofal 
that  the  hours  of  labour  should  be  regulated  by 
Orders  in  Council,  he  did  not  agree  with  it,  and 
he  believed  the  House  would  not  be  willing  to 
liare  any  qutui-XepdiiAon  upon  this  subject  in  the 
shape  of  Orders  m  CounciL  It  would  be  much 
better  if  the  honorable  member  would'  withdraw 
the  Bill — ^for  evidently  the  House  would  not  ac- 
cept It — as  persistency  with  it  would  lead  to  a 
general  discussion  with  no  satisfactory  result. 

Mr.  1|UBRAY  thought  the  honorable  roemb« 
for  Boslyn  had  not  been  fairly  treated.  He  could 
not  understwfid  honorable  genUemen  who  would 
show  their  cheap  philanthropy  by  robbing  the 
females  of  5s.  per  week  ;  because  that  would  be 
the  effect  of  rejecting  the  Bill.  He  would  aak 
this :  How  could  our  struggling  industries  com- 
pete with  the  Home  factories,  where  the  opera- 
tires  worked  ten  hours  a  day,  when  qperattves 
here  were  restricted  by  law  to  only  work  eight 
hours  P  They  should  not  be  continually  meddiing 
with  the  freedom  of  industry,  enterprise,  and 
labour.  He  hoped  the  Gk>vernment  would  con- 
sider the  matter  during  the  recess,  if ,  as  it 
seemed,  this  Bill  was  not  to  be  accepted. 

Bir.  REYNOLDS  expressed  surprise  at  the 
course  the  House  had  adopted  in  referenoe  to 
the  Bill.  It  was  all  Tciy  well  to  say  that  the 
House  must  protect  fenndes,  but  it  was  quite 
against  their  wishes  that  the  House  should  do  sa 
He  had  taken  trouble  to  make  inquiries,  not  only 
in  the  Mosgiel  Factory,  but  in  factories  in  oth^ 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  he  knew  that  the  females 
did  not  want  protection.  They  believed  they 
were  injured  by  the  interference  of  the  Legis]a» 
ture,  which  hindered  them  in  their  efforts  to jcain 
a  livelihood.  The  honorable  member  for  Wal- 
lace proposed  that  a  Commission  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  inquiries  so  as  to  ascertain  where 
the  law  was  being  broken,  but  he  need  go  no 
further  than  the  Government  offices  to  diMorer 
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that  the  law  was  being  broken,  and  he  (Mr. 
Bejnolds)  felt  sure  that  if  the  law  was  strictly 
enforced  the  Gt)?emment  of  the  colony  would 
be  one  of  the  first  defendants  before  a  Court  of 
justice.  If,  then,  the  law  was  broken  by  the 
GoTemment,  an  injustice  would  be  done  if  pri- 
Tate  firms  were  prosecuted.  There  was  the 
Telegraph  Department,  for  instance,  and  the 
Printing  Office,  where,  at  that  moment,  no  doubt, 
women  were  to  be  found  busily  engaged  stitching 
Parliamentary  papers  to  be  laid  before  honorable 
members  :  so  in  the  case  of  the  Telegraph  Office. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— That  is  not  a  factx)ry. 

Mr.  EEYNOLDS.— Perhaps  not;  but  there 
was  heavier  work  in  the  Telegraph  Department 
than  in  the  Mosgiel  Factory,  for  instance,  and 
the  same  in  the  Printing  Office. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — It  is  piece-work  there. 

Mr.  BETNOLDS  said  it  was  also  piece-work 
in  the  case  of  the  Mosgiel  Factory.  It  was  all 
piece-work  there.  The  Premier  had  said  that  it 
was  only  the  employers  of  labour  who  sought  to 
have  this  Bill  passed,  and  that  the  other  side 
also  ought  to  be  represented  before  there  was 
legislation.  The  employ^  had  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  the  House,  signed,  he  belieyed,  in  the 
factory,  asking  that  the  measure  now  before  the 
House  should  be  passed.  He  was  informed  that 
the  whole  of  the  signatures  had  been  obtained 
without  any  influence,  either  direct  or  indirect, 
on  the  part  of  the  directors  or  management  of 
the  factojT^.  They  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  getting  up  the  petition.  He  might  say  that 
he  hw3i  been  down  at  the  Mosgiel  Factory  two 
or  three  years  ago,. and  spoke  to  some  of  the 
employ^  about  the  hours  of  labour.  In  every 
instance,  so  far  as  he  could  hear,  there  was  no 
objection  to  the  hours  of  labour;  in  fact,  they 
laughed'  at  the  hours  of  labour,  and  gave  him 
to  understand  that  they  preferred  being  left  to 
themselves,  and  not  being  interfered  with  by 
the  Legislature.  It  was  not  such  very  hard 
work,  merely  attending  to  the  machines,  and  it 
would  do  a  person  good  to  see  the  roses  on  the 
cheeks  of  those  young  operators.  It  was  said 
that  this  Bill  applied  to  cnildren  over  ten  years 
of  age,  and  it  would  be  another  thing  if  it 
applied  to  such  cases — it  ought  to  be  amended 
in  Committee  so  as  to  protect  children  from  the 
avarice  of  their  parents.  But  with  grown-up 
women  it  waff  another  matter  altogether :  they 
were  quite  able  to  judge  for  themselves.  A 
large  number  of  these  females,  if  the  Bill  were  re- 
jected, would  consider  themselves  injured  by  this 
House.  The  honorable  member  for  Avon  advo- 
cated that  an  inquiry  should  be  made.  He  (Mr. 
Beynolds)  did  not  object  in  the  l^ast  to  an 
inquiry ;  but  in  the  meantime  what  were  these 
females  to  do  ?  Were  they  to  be  thrown  out  of 
employment  by  the  action  of  the  House  ?  If  so, 
he  trusted  the  Oovemment  would  furnish  them 
with  employment.  He  trusted  the  Bill  would  be 
read  a  second  time,  and  amended  in  Committee 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  Premier  and  other 
honorable  members  who  objected  to  it  in  its 
present  shape. 

Mr.  GISBOENE  said  if  anything  would  in- 
dttoe  him  to  vote  against  the  Bill  it  was  one  of 


the  arguments  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Roslyn.  He  understood  that  honorable  gentle- 
man to  state  that  the  factory  with  which  he  was 
connected  deUberately  violated  the  provisions  o£ 
"  The  Employment  of  Females  Act,  1875."  That 
was  not  the  way  to  approach  the  House  for  an 
amendment  in  the  law,  and  such  an  argument 
came  badly  from  those  who  broke  the  law. 
Further,  he  would  say  that  in  his  opinion  the  law 
of  supply  and  demand  did  not  appl^  to  the  em- 
ployment of  women  and  children  m  factories. 
He  did  not  care  whether  the  women  sought  em- 
ployment during  such  long  hours  or  not.  The 
House  had  to  look  at  the  consideration  of  the 
public  health  and  social  morality.  The  2nd 
section  of  this  Bill  repealed  the  10th  section  o£ 
"  The  Employment  of  Females  Act  Amendment 
Act,  1876.^'    That  Act  said,— 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  to  employ  any  female  in 
any  woollen  cloth,  flannel,  or  hose  factory  in  which 
machinery  or  appliances  of  any  kind  are  worked 
by  steam,  water,  or  other  motive  power,  at  sooh 
time  or  times  in  any  one  day,  not  exceeding  eicht 
hours  in  the  whole,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  m- 
tween  such  female  and  her  employer :  P^royidad 
that  no  female  shall  be  so  employed  at  any  time 
before  six  of  the  dock  in  the  morning  or  after  six 
of  the  clock  in  the  evening." 

What  did  this  Bill  say  ?  It  said,  in  the  Srd 
section, — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  '  The 
Employment  of  Females  Act,  1878,'  or  in  any 
Act  amending  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  em- 
ploy any  female  in  any  woollen  cloth,  flannel,  or 
nose  factory  in  which  machinery  or  appliances  of 
any  kind  are  worked  by  steam  or  other  motive 
power,  at  such  time  or  times,  not  exceeding  flfty- 
four  hours  in  any  week  of  working  days,  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  between  any  such  female  and  her 
empbyer." 

According  to  that  clause  females  might  be  em- 
ployed day  and  night  for  twenty-four  hours  at  a 
time.  That  was  a  dangerous  clause.  The  Act  of 
1875  provided  for  employment  day  by  day,  but 
this  Bill  provided  for  employment  week  by  week.. 
He  hop€^  the  House  would  not  hold  woollen 
cloth  so  dear,  and  flesh  and  blood  so  cheap,  as  to 
pass  this  Bill. 

Mr.  TBAYEBS  wished  to  draw  the  attention, 
of  the  House  to  a  passage  in  a  work  of  high 
standing  on  political  economy — namely,  "  Essays 
and  Lectures,  Pohtical  and  Social,"  by  Mr.  Faw- 
cett,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  English 
House  of  ParUament.  He  showed  that,  so  fup 
from  the  shortening  of  the  hours  of  labour  in 
factories  being  attended  with  injury  to  employers^: 
it  had  been  absolutely  provea  to  be  attended 
with  benefit,  and  he  gave  some  very  striking  in* 
stances.  The  arguments  which  he  referred  to  as 
being  used  by  those  who  discussed  the  question 
were  as  follow : — 

"  It  is  maintained  that  in  many  employments 
the  day's  work  is  a  great  deal  too  long,  the  strain 
upon  the  constitution  is  too  severe,  and  ph^icaL 
strength  is  so  much  exhausted  that  a  man  is  un- 
able to  labour  hard  during  the  whole  time  he  ia 
at  work.  It  is  therefore  urged  that,.if  tha  dvyfrn 
labour  were  shortened,  at  mnoh  or  eren 
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work  would  be  done  in  the  shorter  as  in  the 
longer  period;  emplojers  would,  consequently, 
be  able  to  pay  at  least  os  much  for  a  day's  work 
after  its  length  had  been  thus  shortened.  Many 
facts  can,  no  doubt,  be  adduced  in  support  of  this 
opinion.  It  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  in  some 
employments  the  hours  of  labour  are  habitually 
too  long.  Some  rery  striking  examples  can  be 
quoted  to  show  that  the  shortening  of  the  hours 
of  labour  confers  a  most  important  adyantage 
both  upon  employers  and  employed.  More  work 
is  done  in  less  time,  and  the  ereater  productire- 
ness  which  is  thus  given  to  labour  enables  not 
only  the  wages  of  the  workmen,  but  also  the  pre* 
fits  of  the  employer,  to  be  increased.  Amongst 
many  remarkable  examples  of  the  truth  of  this 
statement,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  one  case, 
whicb  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Macdonnel  in  his 
'Theory  of  Political  Economy.'  He  states,  on 
the  authority  I  of  M.  CheTalier,  that  a  manufac- 
turer employing  4,000  hands  reduced  his  spinners' 
time  one  half-hour  per  day,  and  that  this  reduc- 
tion, contrary  to  all  expectation,  was  accompanied 
by  an  increase  in  production  of  one  twenty- 
fourth." 

There  could  be  no  question  that  the  fatigued 
muscles  could  not  recoyer  so  as  to  be  able  to 
carry  on  labour  if  the  strain  were  kept  upon 
them  for  too  long  hours.  If  this  Bill  were  passed 
there  was  no  doubt  that  females  would  be  em- 
ployed for  considerably  over  nine  hours  a  day. 
The  females  would  probably  seek  to  have  three- 
quarters  of  Saturday  to  themselves  by  way  of 
holiday,  and  it  would  then  be  necessary  for  them 
to  labour  ten  and  a  half  hours  per  day  to  make 
up  time.  As  pointed  out  by  the  author  of  this 
treatise,  the  hours  might  rary  with  reference  to 
particular  employments.  Persons  in  mines  were 
unable  to  give  the  same  amount  of  labour  as  per- 
sons employed  in  healthy  work  in  the  fields,  and 
it  might  be  possible  that  nine  hours  a  day  would 
not  be  too  much  for  female  work  in  woollen  fac- 
tories. Howeyer,  it  had  been  found  as  a  fact 
that  nine  hours  a  day  was  suflScient  for  healthy, 
stronff  men,  and  he  could  not  oonceiye  why  they 
•hould  impose  upon  women  the  same  amount  of 
labour  as  was  deemed  sufficient  for  strong  and 
able-bodied  men.  The  arg^ument  that  machinery 
miffht  be  kept  idle  was  also  one  that  had  been 
fuUy  considered  at  Home,  and  in  this  aspect: 
that,  if  machinery  was  kept  idle  in  consequence  of 
the  State  regxilating  the  hours  of  labour,  it  might 
haye  the  effect  of  deterring  persons  from  embark- 
ing capital  in  undertakings  which  could  only  be 
made  profitable  by  employing  labourers  during 
long  hours.  He  held  that  the  State  was  not 
bound  in  any  way  to  encourage  such  undertak- 
ings as  could  only  be  made  profitable  by  imposing 
undue  hours  of  labour  upon  those  engaged  in 
them.  The  English  doctrine  that  the  wealth  of 
nations  was  synonymous  with  the  happiness  of 
nations  would,  he  hoped,  in  time  be  exploded. 
It  was  one  that  did  not  find  favour  with  foreign 
•conomists,  and  unquestionably  it  was  one  pro- 
ductive of  a  serious  amount  of  injury  in  England. 
As  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  had 
pointed  out,  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  there 
WAS  ft  poiitiye  degradation  going  on  in  the  phy* 
i£r.  TravTM 


sique  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  populstion  (tf 
England  who  were  engaged  in  manufactures,  in 
ill-Tentilated  mills,  and  so  forth.  They  ought  te 
look  to  that  in  this  country.  The  State  was  not 
bound  to  consider,  and  ought  not  to  consider,  the 
wealth  of  any  particular  individuals  who  cliose  to 
embark  in  certain  undertakings.  The  State  bad 
to  consider  what  was  for  the  general  good  and 
happiness  of  the  whole  people,  and,  if  less  wesUk 
were  made  under  those  ciixsum  stances,  at  sH 
events  there  was  a  gain,  on  the  other  side,  c^  com- 
fort and  happiness  to  those  who  lived  amongit 
them.  Although  he  conceived  that  it  was  not 
a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  State  to  interfere 
largely  in  the  regulation  of  matters  of  trade, 
nevertheless  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
step  in  and  protect  persons  from  improvident 
bargains,  whether  they  were  improvident  si 
aflecting  their  pockets  or  their  health.  Nothing, 
he  thought,  was  more  calculated  \o  prodpce 
injury  to  the  people  of  the  colony  —  nothing 
more*  improvident  as  regarded  their  physique— 
than  permitting  them  to  engage  in  employments 
for  long  hours,  and  particularly  in  a  climsto 
which,  during  summer,  might  be  considered  is 
somewhat  enervating.  They  all  knew  how  ex- 
hau^^ting  it  was  to  be  confined  in  a  room  fors 
considerable  number  of  hours  a  day  during  the 
warmer  periods  of  summer,  and  he  thought  tbey 
would  be  imposing  a  much  heavier  task,  particu- 
larly upon  females,  if  they  pennitted  any  altera- 
tion in  the  law,  which  had  been  passed  after  care- 
ful consideration.  Although  the  Premier  had 
suggested  the  consideration  of  this  matter  by  a 
Committee,  he  did  not  think  that  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  colony  was  sufficiently  lar^ 
to  require  any  such  special  consideration.  To 
enlarge  the  number  of  hours  as  proposed  by  tha 
Bill  would  simply  be  a  form  of  protection  to  one 
industry  at  the  expense  of  the  comfort  and  hesltb 
of  the  weaker  portion  of  the  population.  Ha 
would  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said  the  question  under  dis- 
cussion had  been  recently  raised  in  Englsnd. 
Under  the  pressure  of  extreme  competition  in 
America,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  India,  Engliib 
manufacturers  were  pointing  out  that  the  im- 
mense capital  sunk  in  machinery  produced,  owing 
to  labour  being  employed  only  eight  hours  ont 
of  the  twenty-four,  only  one- third  of  what  it  was 
capable  of  producing.  The  remedy  suggested  was 
tlmt,  if  the  manufacturers  wished  to  run  their 
machinery  during  the  whole  of  the  twenty-fonr 
hours,  they  should  do  it  by  relays  of  kbour,  bat 
no  one  should  be  allowed  te  work  more  than  the 
ordinary  number  of  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four, 
and  that  no  children  should  be  allowed  to  work 
at  night.  He  thought  that  was  the  proper  Temedf 
for  the  Mosgiel  Factory.  If  they  wanted  their 
operatives  to  work  more  hours,  they  should  do  it 
by  relays. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE  said  the  feehng  of  the 
House  was  evidently  against  this  Bill,  and  ha 
hoped  it  would  now  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  rote. 

Mr.  EEID  thought  there  was  one  fsUa^ 
running  through  most  of  the  aimuhents  used 
against  this  Bill.  It  was  to  this  effect :  that  by 
altering  the  law  they  would  be  imposing  Qp^ 
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females  the  condition  that  thej  must  necessarily 
work  longer  than  eight  hours.  The  burden  of 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wallace 
was  that,  as  females  were  not  represented  in  the 
House,  they  should  not  do  anything  to  interfere 
with  their  rights  and  privileges.  But  the  law  as 
it  stood  did  most  seriously  interfere  with  their 
judgment  in  these  matters.  He  thought  such 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  State  was  likely 
to  he  mischievous.  If  this  industry  were  once 
securely  established  he  would  not  like  to  see  longer 
hours  of  labour  permitted.  The  remedy  sug- 
gested hj  the  honorable  member  for  Manawatu, 
to  the  effect  that  there  should  be  relays  of  labour, 
could  not  be  carried  out  as  the  law  now  stood. 
An  honorable  member  said  "  No/'  but  that  was 
what  he  understood  from  reading  the  Act.  If  he 
were  wrone,  of  course  the  remedy  suggested  by 
the  honoraole  member  for  Manawatu  would  be 
one  way  of  obviating  the  diflSculty.  That  was 
to  say,  males  might  be  employed  during  the 
other  eight  hours.  However,  that  would  involve 
very  much  larger  buildings,  because  the  same 
looms  could  not  be  used  by  different  parties  ; 
under  the  contract  system  the  same  machines 
could  not  be  used  by  a  second  relay.  That 
wotdd  necessarily  involre  considerable  outlay. 
However,  he  was  not  going  to  discuss  that 
question,  because  he  must  say  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  Mosgiel  Factory  was 
far  more  satisfactory  now  than  it  was  in  1875. 
In  1875  he  did  take  a  great  interest  in  this 
matter,  because  he  vras  then  very  much  afraid 
that  this  industry  was  going  to  fall  through.  He 
thought  that  would  be  a  very  serious  thing  for 
the  persons  who  were  introduced  into  this  coun- 
try from  Home  with  the  view  of  bettering  their 
condition,  becaufe  these  people,  having  been 
brought  up  to  this  industry,  could  not  turn  their 
han<^  rery  readily  to  other  employment.  He  did 
not  think  the  honorable  member  was  likely  to  get 
his  Bill  through  this  session,  but  he  thought 
some  of  the  arguments  raised  had  been  used 
under  a  misapprehension.  For  instance,  the  Pre- 
mier, in  referring  to  the  employment  of  '*  females" 
under  this  Bill,  said  it  applied  to  young  people 
over  ten  years  of  age.  However,  it  would  be 
found  that  in  the  Act  of  1875  the  word  female 
was  defined  as  a  woman  over  eighteen  years  of 
•ge.  Of  course  children  of  ten  years  of  age  were 
far  too  young  to  be  employed  in  any  of  these  in- 
dustries, eren  for  a  short  time.  But,  while  they 
were  discussing  this  measure  with  the  view  of 
protecting  females,  they  heard  very  little  said 
of  the  fact  that  many  females  haa  very  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  employment.  While  they 
were  arguing  for  the  health  of  the  females  they 
should  remember  that  there  was  something  which 
was  more  injurious  to  them  than  having  to 
work  nine  hours  a  day — namely,  the  want  of  em- 
ployment and  the  consequent  want  of  means  of 
living.  The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  Citv 
(Mr.  Stout)  had  quoted  from  Mr.  Brassey  s 
book,  but,  as  he  (Mr.  Reid)  read  it,  Brassey 
referred  more  to  the  rate  of  wages  than  to  the 
hours  of  labour.  Brassey  found  that  by  giving  a 
higher  rate  of  pay  to  his  employ^  he  got  his 
work  done  more  cheaplyi  because  his  servants 


worked  more  expeditiously  and  he  had  not  to 
pay  them  for  so  long  a  time.  He  (Mr.  Keid) 
thought  that  the  less  interference  there  was  on 
the  part  of  the  State  in  these  matters  the  better, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  beneficial  in  this 
case  if  the  Legislature  were  to  withdraw  the 
stringent  provision  which  was  contained  in  the 
present  law.  The  law  should  allow  females  to 
work  for  ten  hours  if  they  chose  to  do  so.  If  the 
industry  that  he  had  referred  to  was  to  become 
a  large  one  he  admitted  that  the  hours  of  labour 
should  be  regulated  by  law,  so  that  the  employers 
might  not  subject  their  employes  to  excessive 
hours  of  labour. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  thought  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Manawatu  had  struck  the  key-note,  and 
had  solved  a  difficult  problem.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Taieri,  nowever,  did  not  seem  to 
see  that.  That  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to 
think  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  work  a  ma- 
chine for  more  than  twelve  hours  at  a  time — 
that  the  machine  which  was  worked  by  the  day 
hands  could  not  be  worked  by  the  night  hands. 
He  (Mr.  Wood),  however,  knew  that  it  could  be 
done.  He  had  many  years  ago  visited  Notting- 
hamshire, where  the  machinery  was  kept  work- 
ing during  the  whole  of  the  twenty-four  hours. 
He  had  not  visited  that  place  for  many  years; 
but  he  thought  it  was  extremely  probable  that 
the  same  system  was  in  existence  there  now. 
He  thought,  if  a  machine  in  a  lace  manufactory 
could  be  worked  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  ma- 
chines in  a  cloth  factory  could  be  worked  for 
the  same  time.  With  regard  to  the  protection 
of  females,  he  thought  it  was  necessary  that  the 
House  should  protect  them,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  he  believed  that  they  could  not  better 
protect  them  than  by  throwing  out  this  Bill.  He 
hoped  the  Bill  would  not  be  passed,  but  he 
thought  that  somebody  should  be  appointed  to 
visit  the  factories  throughout  the  colony  from 
time  to  time  to  see  that  no  infringement  of  the 
law  took  place. 

Mr.  BUBNS  thought  that,  as  so  many  honor- 
able gentlemen  seemed  to  regard  the  Bill  with 
disfavour,  he  might  as  well  withdraw  it.  But  at 
the  same  time  he  hoped  that  there  would  be 
an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  if  only  for  the  sake 
of  giving  honorable  members  some  information 
on  the  subject,  for  he  was  amazed  at  the  ignor- 
ance they  had  displayed  in  regard  to  it.  As  for 
the  remark  of  the  honorable  member  for  Ma- 
taura  that  the  machines  could  be  worked  by  both 
males  and  females  continuously,  it  was  simply 
absurd.  Even  supposing  the  work  could  be  done 
by  shifts  of  hands,  that  could  not  be  managed, 
because  the  10th  section  of  the  present  Act  would 
not  allow  the  employment  of  females  for  longer 
than  eight  hours  a  day.  The  honorable  member 
for  WaBace  had  said  the  employers  were  making 
money  out  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  That,  too,  was  absurd,  fee  (Mr. 
Bums)  took  up  the  cause  of  the  employes  and 
not  of  the  employers.  He  always  had  done  so, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  do  so  in  time  to  come. 
Why  did  not  that  honorable  gentleman  go  down 
to  the  Mosgiel  Factory  and  see  the  place  the 
girls  had  to  work  in?    The  atmosphere  in  that 
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factory  was  far  better  than  it  was  in  this  House, 
and  if  the  honorable  gentleman  asked  the  girls 
they  would  tell  him  that  such  was  the  case. 
Thej  would  say  they  did  not  want  this  House 
to  interfere  with  them.  The  girls  had  been 
trained  to  the  work  at  Mosgiel.  There  would 
be  very  great  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  honorable  member  for  Manawatu, 
and  if  the  plan  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  hare  been  of  any  use  it  would  have 
been  tried  long  ago.  He  could  explain  to  the 
'  honorable  gentleman  outside  the  House  that  such 
was  the  ease,  but  he  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  doing  so  now.  He  nad  simpW 
done  his  duty  to  those  girls  by  bringing  the  JBill 
forward,  and,  if  the  House  did  not  choose  to  paM 
it,  it  was  not  his  fault.  The  Goremment  ought 
to  make  some  inquiry  into  the  working  of  the 
present  Act,  and  he  hoped  that  by  next  session 
such  information  would  be  laid  before  the  House 
as  would  prevent  honorable  members  from  op- 
posing such  a  Bill  upon  grounds  which  they  did 
not  understand.  With  the  permission  of  the 
House  he  would  withdraw  the  BilL 

Leaye  to  withdraw  the  Bill  refused,  and  the 
question,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  be  struck  out," 
agreed  to. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months, 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Boslyn  seemed  to  think  that  nobody  knew  any- 
thing about  these  factories  but  himself.  He 
would  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  that  he  (Mr. 
Wood)  had  had  much  more  to  do  with  factories 
than  he  had.  In  fact,  he  was  acquainted  with 
factories  before  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
bom.  When  he  was  only  seven  years  of  age  he 
had  to  walk  through  the  snow  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning  to  his  work  place,  which  was  con- 
nected with  a  factory.  He  knew  that  the  hours 
of  labour  for  children  were  very  long  at  that 
time,  and  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  now  to  endea- 
vour to  protect  others  from  being  over-worked,  as 
be  had  been. 

Mr.  BURNS  would  like  to  know  what  kind  of 
a  factory  the  honorable  member  had  worked  in. 
He  could  not  have  had  anything  to  do  with  weav- 
ing, or  he  would  not  talk  in  that  ridiculous  and 
absurd  way. 

Amendment,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months,"  agreed  to. 

WAIKATO  POET  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause   2.  —  Management  of  port    yested  in 
County  Council. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  word  "  Waikato  "  be  struck  out,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  the  word  "  Manukau." 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ; "  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         80 

Noes         17 


Majority  for 


Mr,  Bhrnt 


13 


Am. 


Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  CurOt, 

Mr.  Bignan, 

Mr.  Oibbs, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Hursthonte, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 


Mr.  Onnoody 
Mr.BeicI, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Rosaell, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  TawiU, 
Mr.  Waaon, 
Mr.  Williaasa, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 

TeUert. 
Sir  R.  Douglat, 
Captain  Morris. 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  J.  £.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  a.  Orey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Nobs. 

I  Mr.  Nabe, 
;  Mr.  Sheelian, 

Mr.  Stout, 

B£r.  Thomaon, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 
TelUrt, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Reea. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  reported  to  the  House. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  he  waa  not  goiof 
to  oppose  the  Bill  at  this  stage,  but  he  could 
not  allow  it  to  pass  without  plaoing  on  record 
his  protest  against  it.  The  House  had  pasted 
the  Bill  without  havins  any  eyidence  as  to 
whether  the  people  of  the  district  desired  the 
Bill  to  be  passed  or  not.  There  waa  no  evidencs 
whatever  that  any  ships  went  into  the  port,  and 
in  his  opinion  they  should  have  had  a  return 
regarding  the  number  of  vessels  going  into  the 

S>rt  before  they  were  asked  to  consider  the  Bill 
e  himself  knew  nothing  of  the  requirements  of 
the  port,  and  therefore  he  desired  to  record  hii 
protest  against  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  also  wished  to  record  his  pro- 
test against  the  Bill.  He  did  not  do  so  out  of 
any  feeling  of  ill-will  towards  the  people  of  tbe 
district,  but  because,  as  the  Minister  for  Lsw 
had  said,  it  had  not  been  proved  that  the  Bill 
was  required.  He  did  not  for  one  moment  be* 
lieve  that  there  was  any  probability  of  the  Bill 
becoming  kw.  The  yery  fact  that  the  Bill  hso 
been  put  through  the  House  in  such  a  very  hasty 
manner  was  sufficient  to  insure  its  defeat  )A 
another  place,  where,  to  their  credit  be  it  eft*f» 
they  were  more  particular  in  matters  of  tbii 
kind. 

Mr.  R££S  agreed  with  the  remarks  made  by 
the  Minister  for  Lands.  He  thought  that  it  w» 
simply  nonsense  to  pass  such  a  Bill  as  this. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

MAORI  KAIKA  ROAD. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TAIAROA,  it  was  w 
solved.  That  a  respectfvJ  address  be  preaented  t9 
Hi*  Exoellenoy  t^  Gbvemor,  requfiitiag  tha(  I* 
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will  oause  to  be  placed  upon  the  Estimates  a  sum 
of  £500  for  the  completion  of  the  road  from  the 
Maori  Kaika  to  the  lighthouse  at  Taiaroa  Head. 

CATLIN'S  RIVER. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  THOMSON,  it  was  re- 

solyed,  That  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Ex- 

oellencj  the  Governor,  recommending    him  to 

place  on  the  Estimates  the  sum  of  £500  for  the 

Surpose  of  erecting  a  jettj  and  shed  at  Catlin's 
tirer. 

MARTIN'S  BAY. 
The  Honse  went  into  Committee  to  consider  of 
an  address  to  the  Goyernor,  requesting  that  His 
Excellencj  will  cause  to  be  placed  on  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimates  a  sum  of  £1,000,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  a  rock  that  exists  at  the 
entrance  of  Martin's  Bay  Harbour,  and  for  the 
improring  of  the  approaches  to  that  harbour 
generally. 

Mr.  M ANDERS  mored  a  resolution  giving 
effect  to  the  order.  He  had  promised  on  a  pre* 
Tious  occasion,  when  the  matter  was  before  the 
House,  to  give  some  information  with  regard 
to  it.  He  had  had  a  conversation  with  Dr. 
Hector,  who  explained  that  the  work  could  be 
done  at  a  very  moderate  cost.  The  owners 
of  the  steamer  "  Maori,"  which  traded  to  tbat 

r;,  were  very  anxious  that  the  work  should 
done,  because  the  steamer  at  present  had 
to  lie  some  distance  off  the  harbour,  and  the 
freight  charged  was  greatly  increased  in  con- 
sequence. He  did  not  think  £1,000  would  be 
required.,  but  he  hoped  the  House  would  agree 
to  that  amount  being  set  apart,  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  the  Government  were  not  to 
spend.  BO  large  an  amount. 

Mr.  MACANDRE W  thought  that  nothing  like 
£1,000  would  be  required,  and,  if  it  should  be 
required,  such  an  amount  of  money  could  not  be 
spared.  If  the  vote  were  reduced  to  something 
like  £100  or  £200,  the  work  might,  he  thought, 
be  done. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved.  That  "£200"  be 
substituted  for  '*  £1,000."  The  colony  could  not 
afford  BO  large  a  sum  as  £1,000,  and,  even  if 
it  could,  the  population  at  this  locality  was  so 
limited  that  such  an  expenditure  would  not  be 
justifiable. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  resolution  as 
amended  agreed  to. 

GREY  RIVER  BRIDGE. 

On  the  Order  of  the  d^r  being  called  on  for  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  consider  of  a 
respectful  address  to  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor, requesting  him  to  cause  to  be  placed  on  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  the  sum  of  £10,000 
lor  the  purpose  of  bridgine  the  Orey  River  be- 
tween Greymouth  and  Cobaen, 

Mr.  MACANDREW  hoped  the  honorable 
member  for  Ghrey  Valley  would  withdraw  his 
resolution.  There  had  been  a  long  discussion  on 
a  motion  by  the  honorable  member  for  Riverton 
that  afternoon,  when  a  sort  of  understanding  was 
arrived  at  with  regard  to  all  these  works.  There 
was  not  the  slightest  use  in  asking  the  Govern- 


ment to  put  £10,000  on  the  Estimates  for  this 
work,  for  they  had  not  got  the  money. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  had  hoped  that  the  MinistOP 
for  Public  Works  would  have  seen  his  wAy  to 
place  a  sum  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  fbr 
this  purpose.  If  it  bad  been  intimated  by  thfr 
Government  in  the  previous  discussion  that  thif 
work  would  be  taken  into  their  consideration  and 
ranked  amongst  those  to  have  special  attention, 
he  would  have  been  content,  but  he  could  not 
allow  the  resolution  to  lapse  altogether,  because 
this  was  not  only  a  very  important  work,  but  it 
was  required  in  the  district,  which  had  special 
claims  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  and  on 
the  colonial  funds.  It  was  a  notorious  fact  that 
that  part  of  the  country  had  received  but  a  very 
scanty  share  of  the  publio  moneys  in  connection 
with  the  Public  Works  and  Immigration  scheme 
as  compared  with  the  large  contributions  it  made 
to  the  revenue  of  the  colony.  It  was  remarked 
on  a  previous  evening  that  a  railway  had  been 
constructed  in  the  neighbourhood  at  considerable 
cost.  That  was  true,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  that  railway  was  a  colonial  work — one  in 
which  the  colony  at  large  was  specially  interested, 
and  the  interest  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict had  in  it  was  very  small  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  colony  at  large.  The  railway  opened 
up  a  very  important  coal-bearing  district  about 
seven  miles  from  the  port,  and  in  a  district  close 
to  this  railway  there  was  a  deposit  of  coal  which 
had  been  so  far  tested  that,  at  a  very  mode- 
rate computation,  it  was  estimated  to  contain 
100,000,000  tons.  On  that  ground  he  main* 
tained  that  it  was  the  colony  that  was  specially 
interested  in  the  railway,  because  the  line  would 
be  the  connecting  link  between  the  shipboard  and 
the  coal  mines,  and  by  ite  means  100,000,000  tons 
of  coal  superior  to  anything  that  had  been  con- 
sumed in  the  colony  up  to  the  present  would  be 
obtained  at  a  price  far  below  what  was  now  being 
paid  for  imported  coal.  There  would  be  given  to 
the  colony  by  this  means  of  communication  a  con- 
stant supply  of  the  -article,  which  would  save  the  . 
colony  at  least  £200,000  a  year.  He  trusted  that 
the  motion  would  be  asreed  to. 

Mr.  REES  hoped  Uie  House  would  not  pass 
£10,000  for  this,  that,  and  the  other  purpose,  or 
the  Estimates  which  were  taken  over  from  the 
late  Government  would  very  soon  be  more  than 
doubled.  If  everything  that  was  asked  for  was 
granted  there  would  be  no  money  left  for  the 
Government  to  keep  up  the  ordinary  services  of 
the  country.  With  regard  to  putting  aside  land 
for  works,  that  was  a  very  different  thing;  but 
this  was  asking  for  a  direct  vote  of  £10,000  for  a 
work  of  which  not  four  members  of  the  House 
knew  anything.  He  could  only  lay  that,  if  this 
was  agreed  to,  a  great  many  other  works  that 
were  required  in  the  district  would  have  to  be 
left  undone. 

Mr.  MOORHOUS©  could  not  of  course  pre- 
tend to  have  the  knowledge  of  this  district  wnich 
the  honorable  member  who  had  just  sat  down 
had,  but  still  he  knew  sufficient  of  it  to  be  aware 
that  the  work  was  very  necessary,  and  would  be 
a  very  good  investment  for  the  funds  of  the 
colony. 
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Mr.  BEYNOLDS  did  not  care  whether  the 
work  was  necessary  or  not  if  the  colonj  had  not 
mooej  to  spend  upon  it.  If  the  House  was 
going  to  pass  votes  similar  to  this,  he  would 
give  notice  that  he  would,  on  going  into  Com- 
xoittee  of  Supply,  move  several  items  for  roads 
and  bridges  that  were  of  much  more  importance 
than  this,  in  districts  from  which  large  revenues 
were  derived  and  where  there  was  a  large  popula- 
tion. The  House  should  be  careful  how  it  forced 
on  the  Estimates  votes  which  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  there  was  no  money  to  meet. 

Mr.  BAIGENT  said  that  he  should  oppose 
this  vole.  It  was  stated  a  few  days  ago  that 
he  knew  nothing  about  this  district,  but  it  hap- 
pened that  he  visited  it  many  years  ago,  in  the 
early  days,  and  he  was  in  a  position  to  say  that 
this  bridge  would  lead  to  nowhere.  The  road 
only  went  as  far  as  Coal  Creek.  Only  yesterday 
he  was  told  by  a  G-ovemmcnt  Engineer  that  the 
bridge  would  be  a  mere  luxury.  If  it  would 
facilitate  communication  with  the  interior  or  was 
likely  to  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  people  or  the 
country  he  would  vote  for  it;  but  the  river 
could  be  crossed  at 'any  time  by  boat.  He  was 
there  long  before  the  Town  of*  Greymouth  was 
built,  when  there  were  only  two  shanties  on  the 
spot,  and  he  remembered  his  visit  because  of  a 
quarrel  that  took  place  between  two  persons  as 
to  whether  the  township  should  be  called  Waite- 
town  or  Blaketown.  If  they  were  going  to  spend 
£10,000  there  it  should  be  spent  in  opening  up 
the  country. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN  thought  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  Valley  had  given  veiy 
good  reasons  why  the  vote  should  be  agi*eed  to. 
The  honorable  gentleman  stated  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  £10,000  would  save  the  colony 
something  like  £200,000  a  year,  and  if  that  were 
true  all  he  could  say  was  that  the  money  would 
be  very  well  invest-ed. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  hoped  the  vote  would  be  agreed 
to,  as  the  erection  of  the  bridge  was  certainly  a 
very  necessary  work.  The  honorable  member  for 
Waimea  said  he  visited  the  district  before  there 
was  a  settlement  there,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  residents  were  oontendine  by  what  name  the 
town  should  be  called.  If  that  proved  anything 
it  proved  that  there  was  settlement  there.  ll 
any  honorable  member  would  look  at  the  returns 
of  the  district  he  would  see  that  its  trade  was 
of  far  more  importance  than  the  trade  of  the 
BO  -  called  settled  districts  and  City  of  Nelson. 
The  revenue  amounted  to  £40,000  a  year,  and 
it  could  not  be  shown  that  the  trade  of  Nelson 
reached  that  sum.  Another  important  reason 
why  the  bridge  should  be  constructed  was  this : 
Two  Courts  were  held  now,  one  at  Cobden  and  one 
at  Qreymouth ;  he  believed  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  shut  up  the  Cobden  Court,  and  there  was 
a  petition  before  the  House  prajing  that  that 
Co4irt  should  not  be  done  away  with  until  the 
bridge  was  erected  in  order  to  give  facilities  to 
reach  the  Court  at  Greymouth.  The  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East  told  the  House 
the  other  day  that  he  crossed  this  river  when  it 
was  at  its  highest  flood.  He  questioned  that  state- 
ment. If  he  had  attempted  to  cross  it  when  it 
Mr,  Moorhous0 


was  at  its  hiehest  flood  it  was  very  likelj  thit 
they  would  have  to  deplore  the  absence  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  the  House  st  tbs 
present  time.  There  was  a  very  great  necessitj 
for  the  bridge,  considering  the  importance  of  tl» 
place.  This  particular  place  must  be  bridged 
some  time :  it  was  only  a  question  of  time.  If 
it  was  not  done  now,  it  would  have  to  be  done 
some  other  time. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee upon  the  resolution  ;  "  upon  which  s  diri- 
sion  was  called  for,  with  the  following  result :~ 

Ayes         19 

Noes         16 


Majority  for 


Atb8. 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  BichardsoOf 
Mr.  Bo  we, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Wason, 
B£r.  Williams. 
Telieri, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
B£r.  Tole. 

TeUert, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beynoldi. 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brovm, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

IN  COmflTTBB. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  moved,  That  a  respectful 
address  be  presented  to  His  Excelleiu^  the 
Governor,  requesting  him  to  cause  to  be  plseed 
on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  the  sum  of 
£10,000  for  the  purpose  of  bridging  the  Gf«y 
River  between  Greymouth  and  Cobden. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  thought  that  if  the  honor 
able  member  got  a  promise  from  the  Ooremroent 
that  they  would  get  sufficient  information  ts  to 
the  necessity  for  and  estimates  for  the  cost  of 
this  bridge,  to  enable  the  House  to  deal  with  it 
on  another  occasion,  he  should  be  satisfied.  To 
put  this  sum  on  the  Estimates  would  be  simpl/ 
swelling  their  amount  for  nothing,  because  it 
was  weU  understood  that  the  Government  had  no 
money  at  present  with  which  to  meet  the  demaud 
for  this  bridge. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  saw  no  use  in  forcing  a  vote 
like  this,  when  the  House  was  told  that  the 
Government  had  no  funds  with  which  to  meet 
such  demands.  It  was  quite  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  meet  all  these  works,  and  he 
would  again  divide  the  Committee  on  the  qu*** 
tion. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  felt  that,  as  a  number  of  Totai 
had  been  put  upon  the  Supplementaiy  Eitiinit«» 
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in  the  way  in  which  they  had,  it  was  only  fair 
that  this  one  should  go  on  also,  and  that  it  should 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  all  the  others: 
then,  when  the  House  came  to  deal  with  the 
items  one  by  one,  they  could  decide  them  on  their 
merits.  It  must  be  remembered  that,  although 
this  sum  was  to  be  placed  on  the  Estimates,  those 
Estimates  would  come  under  reriew  of  the 
House,  and  it  could  then  be  disallowed  if  the 
House  thou^t  fit. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  was  surprised  that  it  had 
not  suggested  itself  to  the  Gorernment  that  it 
would  be  a  good  course  to  follow  to  withdraw  the 
whole  of  the  Supplementary  Estimates  which  had 
been  brought  down  and  recast  them,  seeing  that 
tlie  parentage  of  these  Estimates  had  been  dis- 
puted on  BO  many  previous  occasions.  Had  this 
course  been  taken  it  would  have  saved  this  and 
many  other  discussions  which  had  arisen  on  the 
subject  of  adding  to  these  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates. An  entirely  new  set  of  Supplementary 
Estimates  such  as  the  Qovemment  were  prepared 
to  recommend  would  be  the  best  way  out  of  the 
difficulty. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  thought  if  the  votes  they 
were  now  passing  were  not  to  be  given  effect  to 
it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  consider  them. 
It  would,  in  fact,  be  a  double  waste  of  time, 
because  they  would  again  have  to  discuss  the 
items  when  the  Supplementary  Estimates  were 
brought  down.  He  approved  of  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  member  who  had  last  spoken, 
and  thought  the  Government  should  withdraw 
the  present  Estimates  and  bring  down  those  to 
which  they  intended  to  give  effect,  and  which 
they  believed  the  revenue  would  be  able  to  meet. 
It  was  no  use  saying  there  was  a  necessity  for  a 
bridge  here  and  a  road  there  if  the  money  was 
not  forthcoming.  It  simply  could  not  be  done, 
and,  if  the  House  wished  to  get  through  the  work 
of  the  session,  it  was  as  well  that  they  should 
begin  at  once,  and  not  vote  Estimates  which  were 
never  intended  to  be  carried  out.  If  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House  was  so  "  fixed  up  "  with  his 
constituents  that  he  was  obliged  to  say  something 
pleasant  when  he  went  to  see  them,  he  should 
not  do  it  at  the  expense  of  the  time  of  the  House. 
If  this  sort  of  thing  were  to  be  allowed,  they 
would  find  an  honorable  member  going  to  his 
constituents  and  saying,  "  I  proposed  so-and-so. 
I  would  have  had  iC  done  for  you  if  I  possiblv 
could,  but  a  perverse  House  would  not  do  it. 
Then  the  House  might  carry  it,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  perverse;  or  it  might  be  that 
the  House  would  reject  it,  and  the  Government 
might  do  the  work.  Ul.cn  he  would  say,  "See: 
although  the  House  refuicd  this,  I  have  such 
influence  with  the  Government  that  I  have  been 
able  to  get  it  for  you."  That  sort  of  thing  oueht 
to  be  put  a  stop  to.  It  was  a  question  of  what 
they  had  to  spend,  and,  that  having  been  settled, 
then  they  might  decide  where  to  spend  it.  They 
did  not  want  any  fancy  votes,  and  he  could  not 
help  thinking  this  was  a  fancy  vote.  The  House 
seemed  to  be  getting  into  that  position  which  he 
prophesied  three  years  ago  that  it  would  get  into, 
that  it  would  be  merely  the  scene  of  a  scries  of 
scrambles  for  the  public  money.    The   sooner 
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that  was  put  a  stop  to  the  better,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  reject  all  these  motions. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCfe  disclaimed  any  such  motive 
in  brinsing  forward  this  motion  as  that  which 
by  impucation  was  charged  against  him  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton,  and  he  also  dis- 
claimed any  intention  of  embarrassing  the  Gto- 
vernment.  What  had  induced  him  to  bring  for- 
ward the  motion  was  a  thorough  conviction  of 
the  utility  of  the  bridge,  and  of  the  legitimate 
character  of  the  claim  of  that  part  of  the  colony. 
In  all  respects  his  motion  was  justified.  Some 
10,000  or  12,000  persons  would  be  benefited  by 
the  erection  of  the  bridge.  That  part  of  the  colony 
contributed  some  £40,000  annually  to  the  consoli- 
dated  revenue,  and  its  trade  amounted  to  some- 
thing like  £700,000  or  £aOO;DOO  a  year.  In  all 
these  respects  it  was  clear  the  claim  of  the  dis- 
trict was  excellent.  This  bridge  had  been  under 
discussion  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  reason 
why  it  had  not  been  constructed  long  ago  was  the 
lack  of  means.  One  principal  reason  was,  that 
the  site  of  the  proposed  bridge  had  the  misfor- 
tune of  being  between  two  provinces.  The  river 
was  the  boundary  between  the  two,  and  no  doubt 
if  it  had  been  further  in  the  heart  of  either  pro- 
vince it  would  have  been  constructed.  He  did 
not  wish  to  embarrass  the  Government,  but  he 
wished  to  have  this  bridge  placed  in  such  a  cate- 
gory that  it  would  receive  full  and  fair  considera- 
tion in  connection  with  the  expenditure  of  publio 
money  on  such  works. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  the  West  Coast  had  a 
special  claim  for  consideration.  The  colony  had 
borrowed  millions  to  spend  on  railways  and  im- 
migration, and  the  West  Coast  had  .not  benefited 
by  that  expenditure.  The  West  Coast  had  con- 
tributed to  pay  interest  on  those  loons,  and,  when 
it  came  to  a  question  whether  they  should  re- 
ceive £10,P00  for  bridging  this  river,  he  thought 
the  House  should  give  fevourable  consideration 
to  the  request. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  it  was  very  amusing 
to  see  the  virtuous  indignation  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  because  this 
vote  was  proposed  for  the  West  Coast.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  that  he  would  ask 
for  a  vote  to  be  placed  on  the  Estimates  for 
Otago  if  this  were  carried.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Ken- 
nedy) had  before  him  a  list  of  lapsed  votes  for 
the  Provincial  District  of  Otago  amountine  to 
£40,000  or  £50,000  for  roads  alone.  In  the  face 
c^  that  list  he  thought  that  that  province  could 
scarcely  be  said  to  be  overlooked  regarding  ex- 
penditure upon  railways.  He  could  point  out 
that  in  this  particular  district  the  railway  was 
paying  as  well  as  any  railway  in  the  colony,  and 
perhaps  that  was  more  than  could  be  said  for  the 
railways  in  the  North  Island.  He  trusted  that 
the  amount  would  be  allowed  to  go  on  the  Sup- 
plementanr  Estimates,  and,  when  these  were  be- 
fore the  House,  if  it  were  not  considered  to  be 
more  important  than  others  the  House  could 
strike  it  off*.  

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  in  his  opinion  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  were  already  burdened 
with  a  number  of  works  which  could  not  be  car- 
ried out.    In  the  face  of  that,  why  shoald  thej 
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go  on  loading  tbe  Supplementary  Estimates  with 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  additional?  There 
were  several  other  similar  works  proposed;  and 
one  bridge,  proposed  bj  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Taieri,  would  cost  twice  £10,000.  The 
position  was  this  :  The  House  might  vote  as 
much  as  thej  liked,  but  there  was  no  money  to 
carry  out  the  votes.  They  were  now  coming  face 
to  face  with  the  results  of  Abolition.  He  was 
very  sorry  to  have  had  to  go  into  the  lobby 
against  the  proposal,  but  he  could  not  do  other- 
wise in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  they  bad  no 
money  to  spend. 

Mr.  BE  ID  said  his  reason  for  voting  for  this 
resolution  and  for  many  others  to  place  votes 
upon  the  Supplementary  Estimates  was  simply 
that  he  hoped  this  was  the  last  year  that  the 
Honse  would  deal  vvith  these  local  matters,  and 
he  thouglit  it  was  a  very  proper  time  in  which  to 
vote  this  sum  simultaneously  with  votes  for  other 
works  that  might  be  supposed  to  have  been  over- 
looked from  time  to  time  in  various  districts. 
Doubtless  this  bridge  could  not  be  provided 
for  out  of  revenue.  He  did  not  look  upon  this 
bridge  and  many  others  as  works  that  should  be 
constructed  out  of  revenue,  for  they  must  neces- 
sarily form  part  of  reproductive  works  which 
ought  to  be  executed  out  of  loan.  For  his  own 
part  he  could  assure  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  if  the  Supplementary  Estimates  came  be- 
fore him  he  would  not  agree  to  them  unless 
the  work  he  had  proposed  were  provided  for. 
The  bridge  he  (Mr.  Beid)  had  proposed,  and  to 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  referred,  was 
quite  as  legitimate  a  charge  as,  and  more  legiti- 
mate than,  many  of  the  works  now  on  the 
Supplementary  Estimates.  Amongst  the  votes 
on  those  Estmiates  were  proposals  to  purchase 
bridges  from  private  parties,  m  order  to  enable 
the  people  living  in  the  localities  to  be  free  from 
tolls.  Kow,  the  settlers  paid  tolls  on  the  bridee 
to  which  his  motion  referred,  and  were  quite  will- 
ing to  pay  tolls ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  re-con- 
struct me  bridge.  The  fact  of  this  work  being 
necessary  was  no  proof  of  the  failure  of  the  county 
system  ;  it  was  more  a  proof  of  the  failure  of  the 

frovindal  system,  because  the  bridge  was  rotten 
efore  the  Provincial  Qovemment  was  abolished, 
and  should  have  been  reconstructed  some  time 
ago.  He  believed  the  bridge  would  cost  from 
£5,000  to  £10,000,  The  reason  why  he  voted  for 
this  sum  being  placed  on  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates was,  that  he  hoped  they  were  now  winding 
up  all  these  local  affairs,  and  that  in  future  they 
would  have  no  more  of  these  claims  for  special 
votes  cominff  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thought  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  had  laid  down  a  very  peculiar 
theory.  Aoording  to  him,  all  those  honorable 
members  who  had  put  in  no  claims  would  get 
nothing  for  their  constituents,  and  this  was  to 
be  the  last  year  in  which  such  claims  were  to 
be  brought  forward.  If  that  were  to  be  the 
state  of  affairs,  he  thought  all  the  business  should 
stand  over  for  a  day  or  two,  so  that  they  could 
make  up  their  minds  as  to  what  they  wanted,  and 
all  hare  a  fair  start.  The  real  remedy  was  to 
stop  at  once,  and  treat  all  alike. 
Jfr.  Macandrew 


Mr.  BAiaENT  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
there  was  a  general  scramble.  With  reference 
to  this  vote,  he  desired  to  point  out  that,  although 
it  was  stated  the  bridge  would  cost  only  £10,000, 
it  would  certainly  cost  £30,000.  What  would  bo 
the  use  of  putting  this  item  on  the  Supplemen- 
tary Estimates? — for,  if  they  did,  the  money, 
when  expended,  would  only  be  lost. 

Mr.  BEES  hoped  the  Committee  would  show, 
by  throwing  ont  this  vote,  that  they  wished 
the  Qt>vemment  to  withdraw  the  Supplcmentaiy 
Estimates.  There  had  evidently  been  a  mi*- 
take  abou^  those  Estimates,  and  he  hoped  the 
Gh>vemment  would  adopt  the  suggestion  thrown 
out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  (Mr.  Bichardson),  and  take  them  off  tbe  * 
table. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  did  not  think  that  the  honor* 
able  member  for  Auckland  City  East  bad  pat 
the  matter  fairly  before  the  House.  It  would 
be  unfair  to  make  this  resolution  the  catVpaw 
for  withdrawing  the  Supplementary  Estimates. 
With  regard  to  the  probable  cost  of  the  bridge, 
there  was  no  reason  why  it  should  cost  more 
than  the  Brunner  Bridge,  which,  although  it 
had  to  be  re-erected,  did  not  cost  more  than 
£10,000  altogether. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  resolution  be  agreed 
to ;  '*  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
tbe  following  result : — 

Ayes         18 

Noes         -      22 


Majority  against... 


Mr.  5arff, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Burns, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  G-isbome, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Manders, 


Aybs. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Wason. 

Tellen. 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
The  resolution  was 


Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beynolds. 
consequently  negatived. 


FOBEST  TBEES  PLANTING  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Mr.  MUBBAY  moved,  That  the  Chairman  do 
leave  the  chair. 
Question  put,  "That  the  Chairman  do  leave 
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the  chair ;"  upon  which  a  diyision  was  called  fori 

with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         15 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 


11 

Ates. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Murray. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Wason. 

Tellen. 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Beid. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  Chairman  left  the  chair. 
The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  twelre  o'clock 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  29ih  November,  1877. 

First  Beadiogs  -~  Second  Il«ftdtnf(8  —  Third  Beadingt  — 
Maokay'8  Work.  Middle  Island  —  Westland  and 
Nelson  Coal  Fields  Bill  —  Oamam  Harbour  Bill  — 
Fnblic  Libraries  Bill  — Crown  Bedress  Bill  No.  1  — 
Napier  Swamp  BiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

FIBST  BEADINaS. 
Gishome  Harhour   Bill,  Waikato  Port  Bill, 
Taranaki  Boads  and  Bridges  Bill,  Nelson  Bifle 
Prize  Bill,  Waste    Lands    Boards  Continuance 
Bill,  Napier  Swamp  Nuisance  Bill,  Land  BilL 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  Mining  Companies  Bill, 
Waste  Lands  Boards  Continuance  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Crown  Redress  Bill  No.  2,  Taranaki  Smelting 
Works  Bill,  Cemeteries  Management  BUI,  Lyltel- 
ton  and  Heathcote  Recreation  Bill,  Canterbury 
Boads  Ordmance  Bill,  Waste  Lands  Boards  Con- 
tinuance Bill,  Law  Practitioners  Bill,  Mining 
Companies  Bill,  Hokonui  Education  Reserres 
BilL 


MAOZArS  WORK,  MIDDLE  ISLAND. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  What  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  translation  of  Mr.  Mackay*s  work  on 
the  Middle  Island  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  an 
abstract  of  the  work  had  been  translated  into 
Maori  by  Mr.  Baker,  late  Interpreter  to  the 
Council.  The  manuscript  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  he  supposed  it 
would  be  placed  on  the  table  Tery  shortly. 

WESTLAND  AND  NELSON  COAL  FIELDS 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of.  thb  Bill,  said  it  was  the 
result  of  a  great  deal  of  consideration  by  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  in  another  place.  On 
the  West  Coast  there  was  a  quantity  of  land  com- 
paratiTcly  useless  for  any  purpose  whateTcr,  unless 
it  was  opened  up  in  this  way.  This  was  not  a 
proposal  to  burden  the  country  with  a  debt,  but 
to  proTide  for  the  necessary  management  of  the 
reserved  lands  in  that  part  of  the  country 
which  were  now  held  by  the  GoTcmment  as  se- 
curity for  certain  debts.  This  was  a  Bill  which 
would  require  very  attentiTC  consideration  in 
Committee,  but  the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  one 
which  might  be  said  to  be  in  some  degree  de- 
cided by  former  legislation.  Honorable  gentle- 
men would  recollect  that  years  ago  there  was  a 
proposition  to  promote  communication  with  that 
part  of  the  country  by  handing  over  land  to  the 
contractors  for  woiks.  That  was  not  exactly  the 
mode  proposed  in  this  Bill  for  carrying  out  the 
works,  but  it  was  upon  the  same  principle  that 
the  works  had  been  done  by  the  Government.  It 
was  proposed  to  render  those  districts  believed 
to  be  metalliferous  avaUable  and  reproductive 
by  means  of  further  railway  communication  and 
other  works,  and  to  burden  the  land  with  the 
cost.  He  supposed  that,  in  regular  course,  this 
Bill  ought  to  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
It  was  exhaustively  considered  in  another  place, 
but  he  imagined  that  that  was  not  a  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  considered  carefully  by  the  Council. 
There  was  an  absolute  necessity  to  make  better 
provision  for  the  management  oi  these  lands,  and 
to  endeavour,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  to 
open  up  the  valuable  coal  fields  which  existed 
there,  tor  the  result  of  the  use  of  West  Coast 
coal  had  hitherto  been  so  successful  that  there 
was  every  probability  that,  as  they  got  deeper  into 
the  mines,  they  would  be  almost  able  to  dispense 
with  foreign  coal  altogether. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  hoped  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  not  neglect  to  press  this 
Bill,  if  possible,  through  the  AMcmbly  during  the 
present  session.  He  was  quite  sure  it  was  an 
absolute  necessity,  and  he  thought  it  would  com- 
mend itself  to  the  Council.  It  provided  for  the 
introduction  of  order  where  order  -^fa  very  much 
required,  and  where  the  want  of  such  a  Bill  had 
retarded  the  utilization  of  the  resources  of  the 
West  Coast.  He  observed  one  feature  in  the  Bill 
which  he  thought  was  objectionable,  and  which 
he  hoped  they  would  be  able  to  set  rid  of.  He 
I  ref enred  to  the  presence  of  the  fifth  Sohodole. 
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Alterations  of  the  law  effected  in  this  manner 
were  liable  to  mislead.  Howeyer,  that  was  a 
minor  matter,  and  could  be  attended  to  in  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary why  under  the  5th|  6th,  and  7th  clauses 
there  was  an  appropriation  of  moneys  which  had 
been  receired  since  Noyember,  1871,  and  which, 
probably,  under  the  Acts  now  being  repealed, 
might  have  been  differently  appropriated.  Were 
those  Acts  to  be  repealed  to  that  extent,  or  why 
should  the  Bill  be  made  retrospectiTC  in  this  re- 
spect ? 

The  Hon.  Mr!  L A HM ANN,  being  more  or  less 
immediately  interested  in  this  Bm,  as  it  con- 
cerned the  district  in  which  he  resided,  wished 
to  say  that  he  thought  it  went  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. There  was  one  thing  in  connection  with 
the  Bill  which  he  could  hardly  make  ont.  That 
was,  why  the  railways  constructed  on  the  West 
Coast  should  be  made  to  giye  security  for  the 
amount  spent  upon  th^m.  There  were  on  the 
West  Coast  reseryes  which  had  been  set  aside 
by  the  Canterbury  Provincial  Council  for  the 
benefit  of  the  navigation  of  the  Riyer  Grey,  and 
why  those  reseryes  should  be  held  as  security 
by  the  Goyemment  until  such  time  as  the  re- 
yenue  from  the  railways  was  sufficient  to  pay 
exnenses  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand.  He 
diol  not  know  any  other  part  of  the  country 
where  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  had  been 
set  aside  as  security  for  the  cost  of  making  the 
railways.  The  reserye  mentioned  in  the  First 
Schedule  was  made  by  the  Proyincial  Council 
of  Canterbury  as  early  as  1868  or  1864,  and  was 
afterirards  transferred  to  the  County  of  West- 
land,  and  specially  set  aside  for  the  improyement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Riyer  Grey.  He  found 
that  by  this  Bill,  as  soon  as  the  railway  claims 
were  satisfied,  the  reserve  was  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  Harbour  Board,  provided  such  a 
body  were  in  existence.  He  would  like  to  hear 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary  why  these  reserves, 
which  were  set  aside  for  the  benefit  of  the  river, 
should  be  held  as  security  for  the  railways. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  did  not  know  whether 
this  Bill  should  necessarily  go  to  the  Waste  I^nds 
Committee,  inasmuch  as  the  lands  referred  to 
were  not  waste  lands,  but  were  reserves  set  aside 
for  specific  purposes. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  thought  the  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
in  order  to  see  that  the  reseryes  were  properly 
made. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  thoueht  it  was 
yery  desirable  to  ascertain  whether  the  lessees  had 
fulfilled  their  contracts.  He  expended  a  large 
sum  of  money  on  a  coal  mine  on  the  West  Coast. 
The  persons  connected  with  that  coal  mine  were 
under  a  great  disadvantage,  for,  having  expended 
seyeral  thousand  pounds,  they  could  not  carry  out 
their  contract,  and  the  lease  was  at  once  annulled 
by  the  Provincial  Government.  He  was  under 
the  impression  that  it  would  be  found  that  a  great 
number  of  these  leases  ought  also  to  be  annulled, 
for  the  reason  that  the  contracts  had  not  been 
fulfilled.  He  believed  the  lessees  tried  to  raise 
companies  in  Loudon  to  carry  out  the  contracts, 
JToff.  Mr,  ManteU 


but  he  understood  th^  had  fiuled,  and  he  would 
recommend  the  Govemment  to  make  very  strict 
inquiries  as  to  the  position  of  the  lessees  and  ss 
to  whether  the  contracts  had  been  carried  out 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  he  wai 
not  in  a  position  at  the  present  moment  to  answer 
satisfactorily  the  questions  put  to  him  in  regsrd 
to  the  Bill,  but,  if  the  Council  afiirmed  the  prin- 
ciple, he  would,  in  Conunittee,  explain  at  length 
the  points  referred  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

OAMARU  HARBOUR  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  would  never 
have  made  its  appearance  in  the  Council  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  recent  change  of  Goyemment 
If  the  late  Goyemment  had  remained  in  oiEoe 
Mr.  G.  McLean  would  have  introduced  one  of  the 
best  considered  and  most  comprehensiye  Bills  he 
had  seen  for  some  time.  He  moat  say  that  that 
Bill  was  a  credit  to  the  late  Goyernment,  It  was 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Genenl 
Control  and  Management  of  Harbours,  for  the 
Constitution  of  Harbour  Boards,  for  the  Regu- 
lation of  Port  Charges,  Pilotage  Dues  and  Bates, 
and  for  other  matters  relating  to  Navigatioo." 
The  following  were  provisions  of  that  Bill : — 

"Every  such  Board  shall  oonaiBt  of  eleetire 
and  non-elective  persons,  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  special  Act,  and  every  such  Act  shall  make 
provision  for  the  first  election  of  such  dective 
members,  and  such  other  provisions  as  may  be 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  this  Act  and  such 
special  Act. 

"'Elective  members'  mean  and  include  per* 
sons  who  are  or  may  become  members  of  a  Har- 
bour Board  either  by  election  of  the  ratepayers, 
or  by  the  appointment  of  a  local  governing  body 
or  of  any  other  body  or  association  entitled  to 
elect  or  appoint  a  member,  and  shall  also  include 
any  member  elected  or  appointed  by  the  payers 
of  dues  or  charges,  or  owners  of  yessels,  or  m  any 
other  manner  where  the  member  is  not  appointed 
by  the  Governor  or  is  a  member  by  yirtue  of  hii 
office. 

"'Non-elective  members'  mean  all  such  per- 
sons as  are  or  may  become  members  of  a  Har- 
bour Board  upon  the  appointment  or  nominatioa 
of  the  Governor,  or  wno  are  such  members  by 
yirtue  of,  their  offices. 

"  The  elective  members  shall  hold  office  for  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the  annual  election,  and  on 
the  second  Monday  in  the  month  of  Februaiy  in 
each  year  there  shall  be  an  election  of  the  electivs 
members  of  the  Board ;  and,  subject  to  this  Act 
and  the  special  Act,  all  persons  who  were  prs* 
yiously  members  of  the  Board  shall  be  eligible 
for  re-election. 

"  Where  an  elective  member  is  required  to  be 
elected  by  the  ratepayers  entitled  to  elect  mem- 
bers of  a  local  governing  body,  then,  subject  to 
the  proyisions  of  this  Act,  the  election  of  socb 
memoer  shall  be  held  and  conducted  in  the  same 
manner,  and  the  proceedings  shall  be  the  Uke  ss 
to  the  number  of  votes  to  be  given,  as  are  now  or 
shall  from  time  to  time  hereafter  be  required  and 
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proTided  with  respect  to  the  election  of  members 
of  such  local  goyeming  bodj. 

**  All  elections  of  members  of  the  Board  who 
are  required  to  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  held  in  the  maimer  provided  by 
*  The  Regulation  of  Local  Elections  Act,  1876/ 
which  Act  is  hereby  incorporated  with  this 
Act." 

This  Oamara  Bill  was  brought  in  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  intention  of  the  Bill 
prepared  by  the  u-OTemment.  At  present  the 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  had  been  in  existence 
for  he  did  not  know  how  many  years.  It  was  a 
sort  of  perpetual  succession.  When  one  member 
died  the  Board  recommended  another  person,  who 
was  nominated  by  the  Government.  He  thought 
the  time  had  come  when  they  should  ventilate 
this  matter,  and  let  in  the  popular  element  in  the 
way  of  elected  members.  It  was  for  that  pur- 
pose that  the  Bill  was  introduced.  The  Bill  pro- 
Tided, — 

"The  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  (hereinafter 
called  '  the  Board ' )  shall  consist  of  ten  members 
as  hereinafter  constituted.  Five  members  of  the 
Board  shall  respectively  be  the  Mayor  for  the  time 
being  of  the  Borough  of  Oamaru,  and  one  mem- 
ber selected  by  the  County  Council  for  the  time 
being  of  the  County  of  Waitaki,  and  one  member 
selected  by  each  of  the  Eoad  Boards  respectively 
of  Waireka,  Waitaki,  and  Kakanui.  Two  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Gx)- 
remor  in  Council  in  the  month  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  in 
every  third  year  thereafter,  and  notified  in  the 
New  Zealand  Gazette,  who  shall  hold  office  for 
the  period  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  such 
appointment.  Three  members  of  the  Board  shall 
be  elected  by  and  out  of  the  ratepayers  entitled 
to  elect  members  of  the  Borough  Council  of 
Oamaru." 

Those  members  vould  comprehend  the  whole 
Pistriot  of  Oamaru,  all  tbe  producers,  exporters, 
and  importers.  He  endeavoured  last  session, 
when  another  Bill  was  before  the  Council,  to 
make  the  Harbour  Board  elective,  but  unfor- 
tunately he  failed.  With  regard  to  the  present 
Board,  he  might  say  that  by  the  Act  of  1876  the 
present  members  went  out  of  office  on  a  certain 
.  day,  but  no  provision  was  made  for  their  suc- 
cessors. He  therefore  moved  the"  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill.  He  was  sure  every  honorable 
fentleman  would  see  that  the  intention  of  the 
^ill  proposed  to  be  introduced  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment was  one  that  would  meet  the  approbation 
of  every  honorable  member  in  the  Council  and 
of  every  honorable  man  out  of  doors. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  presumed 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  passing  of  this 
Bill.  It  neither  conferred  borrowing  powers  nor 
did  it  give  any  endowment  of  land.  It  provided 
for  an  acknowledged  want,  and  in  such  a  direc- 
tion as  future  legislation  would  be  likely  to  go. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  suspicious  clause 
in  the  BUI. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB  said  it  was  quite  true 
that  the  late  Government  intended  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  very  similar  to  this,  but  it  was  equally 
trae  that,  the  late  Government  having  oeaied  to 


exist,  this  Bill  had  been  brought  in  by  a  priyate 
member,  and,  if  he  understood  the  feeling  of 
honorable  members  who  had  addressed  them- 
selves to  questions  of  this  kind  in  the  Council, 
he  apprehended  it  was  opposed  to  Bills  dealing 
with  questions  of  such  large  public  interest  as 
that  involved  in  the  present  Bill  being  introduced 
by  private  members.  There  was  no  doubt  that,  if 
such  a  practice  were  allowed,  legislation  would  be 
increased  to  an  enormous  extent,  and  the  present 
case  was  particularly  one  in  which  action  should 
be  taken  by  the  Groyemment.  Outside  of  the 
fact  that  a  Bill  with  similar  provisions  was  to 
have  been  introduced  by  the  late  Gt>yemment, 
the  history  of  this  Bill  was  reiy  curious,  and 
if  the  Council  would  allow  him  to  read  a  tele- 
gram which  he  had  received  on  the  previous  even- 
ing they  would  see  that  there  was  something 
behind  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  the  telegram 
was  not  from  a  Mayor. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB  said  in  this  instance 
the  telegram  was  not  from  a  Mayor.  It  was  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board. 
Honorable  members  would  no  doubt  readily  un- 
derstand that  he  had  been  in  communication  with 
the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  for  a  considerable 
time  on  this  matter.  He  was  anxious  to  ascer- 
tain their  views  and  wishes  as  to  the  shape 
which  any  Bill  would  take  affecting  their  re- 
constitution,  and  he  had  received  a  number  of 
resolutions,  which  he  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  trouble  the  Council  with  at 
present.  But  he  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
history  of  this  Bill  wa^  very  remarkable.  He 
would  preface  what  he  was  going  to  say  by  in- 
forming the  Council  that  he  haa  no  connection 
with  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  at  the  present 
time.  His  connection  with  that  body  was  severed, 
under  a  disqualification  clause  of  the  Act,  owing 
to  his  having  been  six  months  away  from  the 
colony.  At  the  same  time,  he  must  candidly  con- 
fess he  had  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  with  that 
body,  having  had  the  privilege  of  presiding  over 
its  deliberations  for  something  like  eight  years, 
and  having  had  to  take  his  share  of  responsibility 
for  anything  that  was  done  during  that  time. 
Certain  charges  were  brought  against  the  Board 
about  two  years  ago,  and,  although  the  circum- 
stances had  almost  eone  out  of  his  memory,  he 
could  recollect  that  there  was  a  public  meeting,  at 
which  the  members  of  the  Board  were  denounced 
with  a  great  deal  of  yiolence,  and,  in  fact,  were 
threatened  with  all  kinds  of  pains  and  penalties. 
It  would  be  quite  unnecessary  to  go  into  the 
facts  connected  with  those  charges,  and  it  would 
bo  sufficient  to  say  that  the  members  of  the 
Board  escaped  scot-free  with  their  lives,  and  were 
very  thankful  to  be  able  to  do  so.  That  was  to 
say,  none  of  the  charges  were  substantiated,  and 
it  was  apparent  that  the  meeting  resulted  from 
agitation  of  the  description  which  they  all  knew 
it  was  not  yery  difficult  to  get  up.  The  telegram 
which  he  had  received  from  the  Chairman  was  aa 
follows : — 

**  The  Board  regrets  that,  after  its  suggestion 
to  Mr.  Shrimski  not  to  proceed  with  the  Bill 
this  session,  it  should  still  haye  been  brought 
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forward,  the  more  particularly  as  tlie  coDstituencj 
has  not  been  consulted ;  and  the  Board  think, 
if  an  J  change  is  deemed  neceraaiyy  it  should 
certamlj  haie  an  opportunity  of  considering  how 
the  various  intereste  should  be  represented  and 
in  what  manner  the  members  should  be  selected. 
Although  Mr.  Shrimski  is  a  member  of  the  Board, 
he  has  neither  forwarded  a  reply  to  the  Board's 
letter  nor  consulted  the  Board  on  the  matter.  A 
Board  composed  hastily  of  new  members  might 
act  prejudicially  to  the  interests  of  the  trust. 
The  Board  is  not  desirous  of  standing  in  the 
way  of  a  remodelling  of  its  constitution  in  the 
the  proper  manner  and  at  the  proper  time,  but, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  is  of  opinion  that 
legislation  should  be  deferred  until  next  year. 
If,  however,  the  Bill  is  pressed  on,  it  is  hoped 
that  you  will  endeavour  to  carry  the  amendments 
previously  telegraphed.  The  Board  thiuks  it  only 
right  to  state,  for  your  information,  that  it  was 
mentioned  at  the  meeting  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee that  Mr.  Shrimski  made  a  bet  at  a  public 
dinner  table  *' 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  thought  that  it  was 
not  desirable  for  the  honorable  member  to  read 
the  remainder  of  the  telegram. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  the  purport  of 
the  other  part  of  the  telegram  was,  that  the 
Board,  owing  to  a  certain  transaction  which  took 
place,  did  not  consider  that  the  Bill  was  being 
promoted  in  the  spirit  in  which  legislation 
affecting  so  large  and  important  an  interest 
should  be  approached.  He  wished  the  Council 
distinctly  to  understand  that,  having  been  con- 
nected with  the  Harbour  of  Oamaru  for  so  many 
years,  he  felt  that  he  should  be  to  1i  certain 
extent  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  duty  if  he  did 
not  put  forward  the  views  of  the  Board.  He 
must  say  that  there  were  4ome  grounds  for  the 
indignation  of  the  Board,  for  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied that  the  members  of  the  Board  were  rather 
indignant  that  a  Bill  should  be  brought  in  by 
a  private  member,  without  their  having  been 
consulted  in  the  least.  This  Board  had  been  in 
existence  for  About  ten  years ;  it  had  roost  suc- 
cessfully carried  out  the  objects  for  which  it  was 
constituted,  and  the  works  under  its  control ;  it 
prosecuted  those  works  with  great  vigour  and 
enerey  ;  it  exercised  the  utmost  economy  in  the 
administration  of  its  funds;  and,  in  fact,  the 
results  of  its  operations  had  been  quoted  as  a 
very  good  example  of  what  could  be  done  by  a 
local  body.  During  the  time  that  he  liad  had 
the  privilege  of  being  connected  with  it,  it  was 
a  body  which  was  really  animated  by  a  sincere 
desire  to  work  together  in  the  public  interest. 
Considering  all  theee  things,  he  sympathized 
with  the  Board  a  great  deal  in  their  desire  to  be 
consulted  as  to  the  provisions  of  any  measure 
affecting  their  reconstitution.  The  Board  was 
not  opposed  to  being  remodelled,  but  naturally 
thought  that  a  measure  which  was  to  remodel  it 
should  at  any  rate  be  submitted  to  the  members  of 
the  Board  before  introduction  to  the  Legislature. 
They  had  performed  their  duties  most  faithfully 
without  any  remuneration  whatever,  because  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  ever  since  the  Board 
was  constituted  none  of  its  members  had  received 
Son.  Mr.  MilUr 


any  remuneratioD  at  all.  The  only  official  ssliries 
paid  had  been  those  of  the  Secretary  and  the  En- 
gineer, besides,  of  course,  the  persons  engaged  on 
the  wharf.  He  was  not  aware  whether  the  boiMv- 
able  gentlenoan  who  introduced  the  Bill  was  about 
to  refer  to  any  of  those  charges  to  which  he  (Ifr. 
Miller)  had  made  a  slight  reference,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  honoraUe  gentleman  would  do  so. 
They  were  past  and  gone,  and  be  did  not  suppose 
that  the  Coundd,  at  any  rate,  would  fed  very 
willing  to  entertain  them.  At  all  events  he  did 
not  think  they  would  be  willing  to  chan^  the 
constitution  of  the  Board  merely  because  oerlain 
charges  had  been  made  which  haid  not  l)een  proved 
or  disproved  in  the  Council.  The  Bill,  witheome 
alterations,  misht  do  very  well,  but  it  should 
certainly  be  relened  to  the  Harbour  Board,  to 
enable  the  members  to  suggest  any  amendmeoti 
which  they  might  desire.  The  Bill  provided  that 
it  was  not  to  come  into  ope^tion  until  some  time 
during  next  year.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
interests  of  the  country  would  suffer  veiy  moA 
if  this  legislation  were  left  over  until  next  cession: 
by  so  doing,  ample  time  would  be  afforded  for 
the  suggestion  of  any  amendments  that  mi^ 
be  thought  necessary,  and  a  tribute  of  respect 
would  thereby  be  paid  to  a  body  which,  consider- 
ing the  services  it  had  rendered  in  the  public 
interest,  was  entitled  to  some  consideratioD.  On 
these  grounds  he  would  move,  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  would  second 
the  amendment,  although  he  approved  of  the  prin- 
ciple which  was  intended  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
Bill,  of  changing  the  constitution  of  the  Harboor 
Boi^,  which  was  at  present  nominative,  and  in* 
fusing  into  it  the  elective  principle.  But  the 
reason  why  he  objected  to  the  Bill  in  its  present 
shape  was  because  he  could  not  see  any  fairness  in 
Parliament  first  granting,  as  they  did  last  year,  a 
certain  tenure  of  office  to  certain  persons  who  were 
executing  a  public  duty,  and  then  proceeding 
to  dismiss  them  without  there  having  been  anj 
allegation  of  impropriety,  or  any  reasons  to  show 
that  the  duties  of  the  Board  had  been  improperly 
performed,  or  that  there  had  been  any  malad- 
ministration. Last  year  Parliament  declared,  in 
"The  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Act,  1876,"  that 
"  The  present  members  of  the  Oaniaru  Harbour 
Board,  constituted  under  *  The  Oamaru  Harbour 
Board  Ordinance,  1874,'  shall  hold  office  till  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty,  and  no  longer.''  If  any  members  of 
the  Council  were  executing  a  pubUc  duty  under 
the  law,  would  they  feel  it  right  that  they  should 
be  summarily  dismissed  at  the  pleasure  of  a  pri- 
vate member  of  Parliament,  and  without  reason 
being  assigned  ?  He  would  himself  feel  very  much 
aggrieved  if  he  were  treated  in  such  a  way.  If  he 
had  been  appointed  to  a  situation  of  public  trusty 
without  emolument,  and  had  done  his  best  to 
perform  the  trust,  and  then  suddenly  found  that 
some  private  member  of  Parliament  had  brought 
forward  a  Bill  to  dismiss  him,  he  would  cer- 
tainly think  it  a  very  unfair  proceeding,  and 
would  ask  the  Legislature  to  pause  before  casting 
what  he  would  consider  to  be  an  undeserved  slur 
upon  him,  unless,  of  course,  it  had  been  shown 
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that  he  had  been  guilty  of  some  improper  act. 
Howerer,  it  was  not  even  pretended  b^  the  Bill 
that  it  was  necessary  to  make  any  immediate 
change.  He  was  in  favour  of  infusing  the  elec- 
tiye  principle  into  the  constitution  of  the  Oamaru 
Harbour  Board  as  well  as  into  that  of  other 
Boards,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  right,  unless, 
indeed,  the  GoTemment  themselves  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  saying  that  the  execution  of  the 
trust  should  be  no  longer  confided  to  the  Board 
which  liad  been  appointed,  for  the  Council  to 
pause  before  passing  this  Bill.  The  Bill  did  not 
pretend  that  any  immediate  change  was  neces- 
sary, for  it  proposed  that  the  existing  members 
should  continue  in  office  until  March,  1878. 
Well,  as  it  proposed  (o  retain  the  present  mem- 
bers until  1878,  it  would  be  ample  time  next 
session  to  make  any  new  arrangement  necessary, 
because  it  was  impossible  to  suppose  that  in  the 
month  or  two  which  would  elapse  between  March, 
1878,  and  the  sitting  of  Parliament,  there  could 
be  any  serious  harm  done  by  the  Board. 
\  The  Hon.  Mr.  EOBINSON  would  oppose  the 
amendment.  He  had  always  taken  a  very  great 
interest  m  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board.  The 
Council  had  had  many  Bills  before  it-,  some  of 
which  had  been  difiEerent  from  the  present  Bill. 
He  thought  the  Colonial  Secretary  did  very  well, 
in  speaking  on  the  Bill,  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Coxmcil  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  endow- 
ment proposed.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Billon  Bell  told 
the  Council  that  it  would  be  doing  great  injus- 
tice if  it  replaced  the  present  Board  before  1880, 
inasmuch  as  they  were  appointed  until  that  time. 
He  (Mr.  Robinson)  did  not  think  any  great  harm 
could  be  done  to  the  Board.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Miller  had  told  the  Council  that  the  members  of 
the  Board  were  serving  without  any  emolument 
whatever.  It  appeared  to  be  necessary  for  the 
members  of  the  Board  to  gire  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  attention  to  their  duties,  or  otherwise  the 
work  would  not  be  properly  done.  Therefore  he 
did  not  think  that  anybody  could  contend  that 
it  would  be  a  great  hardship  upon  those  gentle- 
men if  they  were  called  upon  to  give  up  an  office 
of  that  kind,  involving,  as  it  did,  so  much  work. 
The  honorable  sentleman  had  also  told  them  that 
no  reason  had  been  shown  why  there  should  be 
a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board.  No 
doubt  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  in  reply,  would 
gire  reasons  why  this  sudden  change  snould  take 
place.  Less  than  a  year  ago  he  (Mr.  Bobinson) 
visited  Oamaru,  and,  having  taken  a  great  interest 
in  the  harbour,  he  inspected  the  wharf,  which 
he  certainly  found  to  be  a  splendid  structure, 
and  the  work  appeared  to  have  been  admirably 
done.  It  was  then  still  necessary  to  extend  the 
wharf  for  a  considerable  distance.  The  Harbour 
Board  was  spending  money  at  the  time,  and,  as 
far  as  he  could  gather,  there  were  great  differ- 
ences of  opinion  as  to  the  way  in  which  it  was 
being  expended.  Instead  of  projecting  the  wharf 
a  certain  distance  forward  they  were  expending 
money  in  another  direction,  and  he  understood, 
from  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  who  took 
great  mterest  in  the  matter,  and  who  had  large 
properties  there,  that  this  money  was  not  being 
rightly  spent,  and  that  it  should  have  been  de- 


voted to  carrying  out  the  wharf  instead  of  mak- 
ing other  improvements.  Since  hearing  that  this 
Bill  was  coming  before  the  Council  he  had  looked 
over  the  Oamaru  local  papers  to  see  if  he  could 
find  anything  about  the  Harbour  Board,  and  he 
observed  that  very  detailed  accounts  were  given 
of  its  proceedings.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  told 
them  that  the  Board  had  never  received  any 
remuneration  whatever,  and  that  none  but  those 
actually  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  wharf 
were  paid.  He  was  perfectly  certain  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  fully  believed  that  he  was 
right  in  what  he  said,  but  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  made  a  mistake,  for  on  looking  over  the 
accounts  it  would  be  found  that  a  good  many 
pounds  had  been  paid  to  the  members  of  the 
Board.  Some  of  those  gentlemen  had  received 
as  much  as  £3  in  one  week  for  attending  the 
Harbour  Board. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  explanation,  said 
he  had  been  away  for  two  years,  and  of  course 
was  not  aware  whether  money  had  been  received 
by  any  members  of  the  Board  during  that  time ; 
but  during  the  eight  years  that  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Board  no  member  ever  received  a  single 
sixpence  for  anything  whatever  that  he  knew  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  thought  his  honor- 
able  friend  might  have  saved  himself  the  trouble 
of  an  explanation,  as  he  was  perfectly  certain 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  only  stated 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  case.  He  believed 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  made  a  mistake, 
and  that  ho  would  find  that  such  was  the  case. 
There  was  originally  another  Board  in  Oomaru. 
T?here  was  a  boating  service,  which  had  been  sup- 
pressed owing  to  the  superior  accommodation 
which  had  been  provided  by  the  construction  of 
the  jetty.  As  far  as  ho  could  make  out,  that 
original  Harbour  Board  was  principally  consti- 
tuted of  the  same  gentlemen  who  composed  the 
present  Harbour  Board. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  rose  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honorable  gentleman  was,  he  sub- 
mitted, not  in  order  in  going  into  charges  made 
against  the  Harbour  Board  two  years  ago,  and 
which  had  not  been  proved. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  said  he  had  made 
no  charge.  His  honorable  friend  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell  urged  that  the  Bill  should  not  pass  because 
no  reason  had  been  shown  why  the  present  Board 
should  be  superseded,  and  if  he  (Mr.  Robinson) 
endeavoured  to  show  that  such  reasons  did  exist 
he  presumed  his  remai^  would  be  pertinent  to ' 
the  question.  He  was  proceeding  to  say  that 
when  he  was  last  at  Oamaru  there  appeared  to 
be  great  dissatisfaction  with  the  action  of  the 
Board.  He' was  about  to  go  into  facts,  and  was 
stating  that  when  there  was  a  boat  service  at 
Oamaru  the  Board  was  constituted  of  the  same 
gentlemen  who  now  chiefly  composed  the  Harbour 
Board.  A  great  many  transactions  took  place  at 
the  time  the  change  was  made.  The  original 
Board  had  a  plant  consisting  of  boats  and  other 
things  necessary  for  a  boating  service.  Those 
boats  were  disposed  of  when  the  present  service 
came  into  use.  There  was  another  gentleman 
from  Oamaru  (Mr.  Holmes)  present,  who  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  informing  the  Council  as 
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to  lite  facta  to  which  he  (Mr.  Robinson)  would 
draw  altentioQ.  This  plant  was  disposed  of,  as  he 
uiidrratood,  bj  the  original  Harbour  Board  to  the 
exi^ting  Boaid. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Xo,  from  the  boat- 
ing companj. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— From  the  boat- 
ing companj,  which  sold  them  to  the  present 
Harbour  Board  ;  and,  as  he  had  said,  the  original 
Board  was  composed    principally  of  the  same 

gntlemen  who  now  constituted  the  Harbour 
>ard.  He  had  been  looking  orer  these  ac- 
countfl,  and  he  knew  something  about  boating 
services  and  tlie  ralue  of  the  plant  that  woidd 
be  required  for  a  place  like  Oamaru.  It  was  true 
that  the  members  of  the  Board  might  not  hare 
received  anj  direct  remuneration,  but  they  had 
received  something  indireotlj.  It  must  be  oorne 
in  mind  that  the  construction  of  the  present 
harbour  rendered  the  old  plant  perfectly  use- 
less. He  did  not  think  there  was  any  other 
body  in  the  country  that  would  have  come  for- 
ward to  purchase  the  plant,  and  yet  ho  found 
that  it  was  sold  for  £1,640  lis.  6d.  Now,  that 
seemed  a  very  large  item.  This  Harbour  Board 
was  a  most  liberal  body,  and  the  Parliament  had 
Tery  liberally  endowed  it,  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Council  to  see  how  that  money  had  been 
expended.  The  Governor  visited  Oamaru,  where 
he  was  treated  very  loyally.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  manner  in  which  His  Excellency  was 
received,  but  he  demurred  a  little  to  the  way  in 
which  the  funds  were  provided  on  that  occa- 
sion. When  the  Governor  visited  a  town  the 
town  ought  to  provide  the  funds,  and  not  a 
small  B^rd.  He  found,  on  looking  over  the 
accounts,  that  the  Harbour  Board  paid  a  sum 
of  £54  8s.,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Gover- 
nor's visit,  for  champagne  and  beer,  and  that 
they  also  paid  £68  8s.  for  a  luncheon  which 
was  given  to  His  Excellency.  Now  he  did  not 
think  that  the  Board  had  a  right  to  expend  the 
money  which  had  been  so  liberally  given  to  them 
in  tWs  way.  The  Council  had  now  become  a 
little  chary  of  endowing  these  Harbour  Boards, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  continue  to  exercise 
every  precaution  in  this  respect ;  and  the  case 
which  ne  had  just  quoted  afforded  a  reason  why 
they  should  consider  twice  before  giving  money 
to  Harbour  Boards  which  expended  their  funds  in 
the  direction  he  had  just  mentioned.  His  honor- 
able friend  Mr.  Miller  went  to  England,  and  a  re- 
ference to  that  fact  wa^  contained  in  the  accounts 
of  the  Board.  His  honorable  friend  no  doubt 
had  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  for  this  Board,  and 
he  (Mr.  Robinson)  admired  any  gentleman  who 
was  faithful  to  his  colleagues.  Every  one  ought 
to  be  so,  and  his  honorable  friend  had  very  great 
occasion  to  sympathize  with  both  the  past  and 
the  present  Board.  He  found  an  item  in  the 
accounts  for  *'Champogne,  tlio  Hon.  Mr.  Miller 
on  Ids  departure  to  England,  £4  78.  6d."  He 
should  like  to  have  been  present  on  that  occasion, 
which  was  no  doubt  a  very  pleasant  and  agree- 
able one.  He  could  olmost  imagine  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  toaf^ting  his  honorable  friend, 
and  djjnking  his  "jolly  good  health,"  wishing 
him  and  his  family  a  safe  and  pleasant  passage 
jffon,  Mr,  Robinson 


to  England  and  a  speedy  return,  and  winding  up 
with  "For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow,"  a  sentiment 
in  which,  he  was  sure,  ererj  gentleman  in  tlia 
Cooncil  would  agree.  Thciy  aS  agreed  that  ha 
was  a  right  jolly  good  fellow:  but  he  did  not 
think  many  of  them  would  agree  to  this  mode 
of  paying  the  piper.  He  did  not  think  aoj  of 
them,  as  public  men,  would  care  that  pablie 
funds  should  be  to  appropriated.  It  was  atcasge 
how  nicely  they  calculated  the  amount  neoeaaaiy 
to  be  expended  on  occasions  of  this  kind.  They 
seemed  to  reduce  the  cost  to  fractions.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  departure  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller 
the  beer  and»champagne  cost  £4  78.  6d.,  and  on 
the  occasion  of  Mr.  McLean  leaving  the  cokmT 
the  cost  for  refreshments  amounted  to  £3  18e.  6d. 
It  might  be  all  very  well  to  laugh  at  these  thinga, 
but  there  was  a  serious  aspect  to  them.  iSie 
principle  was  wrone,  and  he  was  sure  that  even 
the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  would  begin  to  think 
there  was  some  reason  why  they  should  have 
another  Board  before  1880.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  public  funds  should  be  squandered  in 
such  a  way.  The  colony  vras  beginning  to  get 
hard-up  and  to  study  economy,  and  he  thought 
if  the  Harbour  Board  wanted  champagne  iS^ 
should  pay  for  it  on  their  own  account,  fife 
thought  it  was  highly  desirable  to  have  an  elected 
Boai^  for  the  management  of  these  works.  The 
honorable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill 
showed  that  there  was  a  large  district  whic4i  was 
interested  in  the  harbour  quite  as  much  as  the 
town,  and  he  did  not  see,  for  the  life  of  him, 
what  reasons  could  be  urged  against  the  Bill, 
except  such  aa.  were  urgMl  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Miller,  and  which,  to  lus  mind,  amotmted  to 
nothing  at  idl — it  was  nothing  more  from  b^;in- 
ning  to  end  but  an  appeal  for  nis  late  colleagues. 
He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  agree  to  the 
amendment,  but  would  read  the  Bill. 

Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  wished  to  make  an 
explanation.  It  was  perfectly  true  that  the  Har- 
bour Board,  after  about  eight  or  nine  years  of 
rigid  economy,  had  launched  into  the  extra* 
vaeance  to  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  had 
referred.  They  had  indulged  in  the  extravagance 
of  entertaining  His  Excellency  the  Goyemor  at 
lunch,  for  which  the  sum  of  £110  had  been  paid. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  thought  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  making  a  speech  in  reply  to 
what  he  had  said. 

The  Hon.  the  6PEAE:ER  said,  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman  were  allowed  to  make  an  explana- 
tion, he  should  direct  his  observations  to  the 
question  as  it  affected  him_per80nally. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  felt  himself  to  be 
personally  interested,  because  he  was  one  of  the 
members  who  voted  for  this  lunch  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor.  He  wished  to  explain  how 
it  was  that  they  incurred  that  expenditure.  The 
Municipal  Corporation  would  not  do  it,  or  had 
no  funds,  and  the  Board  determined  that  the 
Governor  should  be  properly  entertained.  He 
believed  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  was  responsible  for  ^ 
having  drunk  some  of  that  champagne 

The  Hon.  Colonel  XENNT  said  it  was  time 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  re* 
marks.    It  might  bo  a  very  good  joke  for  tiioee 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Oamaru 


[COUNCIL.] 


Sarhour  Bill. 


561 


vlio  came  from  tbe  district  coDcemed,  but  he  did 
not  think  such  jokes  were  proper  in  a  public  bodj 
•like  the  Council.  The  question  was  with  regard 
to  the  Bill  before  them. 

The  Hon.  tlie  SPEAKER,  having  ahready  ruled 
that  tbe  bonorable  gentleman  should  confine  him- 
self to  the  personal  question,  thought  that  the 
bonorable  gentleman  should  now  stop. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  said  that,  when  a  body 
like  this  had  been  constituted  by  Act  to  endure 
for  a  particular  period,  the  statement  of  what  had 
occurred  two  years  previously,  or  one  year  pre- 
viously, to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  was,  he  thought, 
not  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  proposed  alteration 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Board.  He  did  not 
think  sufficient  reason  had  been  shown  to  justify 
them  in  passing  a  Bill  which  would  throw  a  slur 
upon  a  body  of  men  who  had  faithfully  executed 
a  public  duty,  and  without  there  having  been  tbe 
slightest  intimation  to  the  Board  that  any  such 
BiU  would  be  applied  for.  They  had  had  no 
communication  from  the  people  residing  in  the 
district  requesting  an  alteration,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  it  was  right  to  take  such  action  at  the 
instance  of  a  single  individual  who  happened  to 
have  a  seat  in  the  Council.  It  would  be  a  different 
matter  if  there  were  charges  of  incapacity  or  un- 
fitness brought  against  the  members  of  the  pre- 
sent Board.  With  reference  to  the  expenditure 
which  had  been  described  by  tbe  Hon.  Mr. 
Robinson,  he  would  ask,  what  guarantee  had  they 
that  if  a  popularly-elected  Board  were  consti- 
tuted it  would  not  bo  led  into  similar  indul- 
gences? They  knew  that  popular  bodies  some- 
times spent  money  in  this  way,  and  he  believed 
that  complaints  were  made  in  the  papers  of  Wel- 
lington of  a  somewhat  similar  expenditure  at  the 
polling-booths.  His  objection  to  the  Bill  was 
shortly  this:  that,  when  Parliament  created  a 
trust,  and  gave  a  term  to  that  trust,  it  would  be 
establishing  a  very  bad  precedent  if  they  altered 
the  constitution  of  sucli  a  body  without  any 
really  well-founded  complaints  having  been  made 
against  its  members. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart 
liad  expressed  better  than  he  could  have  done  the 
reason  why,  after  li&tening  to  the  debate,  he 
would  be  inclined  to  vote  for  the  amendment. 
He  had  only  one  other  consideration  to  urge :  that 
was  that,  even  if  they  wore  satisfied  the  change 
was  desirable,  he  did  not  think  they  should  pro- 
ceed to  reorganize  the  Board  on  a  different  basis, 
and  lay  down  a  plan  upon  which  the  Board  should 
in  future  be  elected,  without  giving  the  Board 
itself  and  the  people  of  the  locahty  a  proper 
opportunity  of  considering  the  matter  and  of 
being  heard  in  Parliament,  before  they  arrived  at 
a  decision.  For  these  reasons  he  felt  bound  to 
support  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  quite  agreed  with 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  HoU  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hart.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  lend 
itself  to  the  gratification  of  potty  spite  on  the 
part  of  a  member  of  the  Board,  who  had  intro- 
duced this  Bill  into  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  taid  that  the  pro- 
moter of  this  Bill  in  another  place  came  from  the 
part  of  the  country  interested,  and  surely  he  had 
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a  perfect  right  to  introduce  such  a  measure. 
That  honorable  gentleman  might  well  believe 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  introduce  such  a  measure, 
because  the  members  of  this  Board  had  been  in 
office  since  1870,  and  the  people  desired  a  change 
so  as  to  have  an  elective  element.  The  bonorame 
gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  into  this 
Council  said  the  late  Gx)vemment  had  a  Bill 
prepared  which  would  have  carried  out  the  veiy 
same  object  as  was  intended  to  be  served  by  thit 
Bill,  so  that  they  must  ,have  considered  that  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  were  necessary.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  necessary  to  urge  in  favour  of 
this  Bill  that  the  present  members  of  the  Board 
had  done  anything  wrong. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  honorable 
member  who  had  just  spoken  had  supplied  him 
with  another  reason,  over  and  above  those  he  had 
heard  urged  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  and  tbe  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall,  for  voting  for  the  amendment.  That 
honorable  gentleman,  without  knowing  or  having 
heard  of  any  malfeasance  on  the  part  of  tbe  pre- 
sent Board,  assumed,  from  the  introduction  of  thit 
Bill  by  a  member  of  the  Board  in  another  place, 
that  he  roust  have  good  grounds  for  doing  so.  He 
must  say  that  to  pass  this  Bill  would  be  doing 
scanty  justice  to  gentlemen  who  had  faitl^ully 
served  the  public  for  a  very  long  time.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  champagne,  they  knew  that 
such  things  occurred  again  and  again ;  and,  seeing 
that  this  expenditure  took  place  on  such  fitting 
occasions  as  the  visit  of  the  representative  of  Her 
Majesty,  the  departure  of  the  worthy  Chairman, 
who,  the  Council  were  in  a  position  to  know,  had 
always  displayed  great  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the 
Harbour  Board,  they  having  almost  winced  under 
it  in  previous  sessions,  and  on  the  departure  of 
their  old  and  respected  colleague,  the  Hon.  John 
McLean,  he  did  not  think  this  little  expendi- 
ture should  be  considered  of  much  importance  by 
the  Council.  They  knew  that  those  gentlemen 
had  undertaken  a  very  arduous  work,  and  had 
done  it  well.  He  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart 
that  when  a  Board  was  constituted  by  Statute  for 
a  certain  period,  and  when  there  was  no  allega- 
tion whatever  against  it,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
everything  in  its  farour,  it  would  be  most  dis- 
courteous and  improper  for  the  Legislature  to 
sanction  such  a  Bill  as  the  one  now  before  them. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  the 
bitterness  of  this  proposal  seemed  to  be  that  it 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  who  had 
barbed  tlie  arrow  against  that  body ;  but  he 
thought  that  it  was  a  good  proof  of  the  public 
spirit  of  that  gentleman  that,  in  obedience  to  the 
wish  of  his  constituents,  whom  he  believed  to  be 
the  people  of  Oamaru,  he  brought  forward  this 
Bill  that  would  end  in  his  own  destruction.  He 
had  good  authority  for  stating  that  the  two  re- 
presentatives of  Oamaru  and  all  the  members  in 
another  place  belonging  to  the  provincial  dis- 
trict in  which  Oamaru  was  situated  were  at  one 
as  to  the  necessity  of  this  change.  If  that  were 
the  case  there  must  be  something  more  than  met 
the  eye  in  the  position  of  the  Harbour  Board 
which  rendered  the  people  anxious  for  a  change. 
He  did  not  exactly  remember  the  circumstanoes 
under  which  they  made  this  unusual  provision 
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last  year.  Tbe  only  reafon  he  could  Msign  for 
their  haring  made  it  was,  perhaps,  because  it  was 
their  good  fortune  to  hare  Oamaru  rather  orer- 
repreeentrd  in  the  Council,  and  that  th^  had 
a  Tery  high  opinion  of  the  two  members  from 
Oamaru  wlio  sat  in  that  Council.  For  that  rea- 
son, probably,  they  entertained  similarly  high 
opinions  of  the  Harbour  Board,  which,  he  was 
Borry  to  say,  under  tlie  present  circumstances, 
were  not  shared  by  the  people  of  Oamaru.  If  the 
Goremment  had  carried  on  the  Bill  of  the  late 
Gk>Temment  the  members  of  the  Board  would 
bare  gone  out  of  office.  Although  the  Gorem- 
ment  were  unable  to  consent  to  bring  in  that 
Bill  themselres,  still  when  this  Bill  was  sub- 
mitted to  them  they  were  prepared  to  accept 
it  and  support  it,  becaose  they  considered  that 
it  was  only  a  step  in  the  same  direction  as 
legislation  must  follow  in  the  future.  There  was 
an  agitation  in  Oamaru  to  hare  tho  oon»titu- 
tion  of  the  Board  altered  notwithstanding  that 
the  Legislature  had  named  a  particular  period  for 
the  existence  of  the  Harbour  Board  ;  and,  in  fair 
regard  to  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitAiits,  they 
ought  not  to  refuse  to  make  a  change  in  that 
direction  when  it  was  earnestly  asked  for  by  the 
represent  atires  of  the  people,  who  ought  to  be 
well  informed  on  the  subject.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  much  in  the  champagne  buriness.  He 
would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  Harbour  Board 
were  worth  nothing  at  all  if  they  could  not  pay 
for  a  little  champagne  for  the  Governor.  He  did 
not  object  to  that  at  all.  He  suspected  it  was 
not  on  account  of  the  champagne  that  the  Legis- 
lature was  asked  to  change  the  constitution  of  the 
Board,  but  he  thouffht  there  was  a  tendency  in 
all  these  bodies  whicn  were  so  long  in  office  to  get 
a  little  lasy,  to  rest  a  little  on  their  laurels ;  and 
new  brooms  might  sweep  a  little  cleaner,  perhaps. 
He  would  be  sorry  to  accuse  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller's 
late  colleagues  of  anything,  but  he  could  not  resist 
the  conclusion  that  there  was  a  screw  loose  some- 
where ;  and  they  would  be  doing  as  the  people  of 
Oamaru  wished,  and  as  they  ougnt  to  do,  if  they 
made  the  change  they  were  requested  to  make  by 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  had  the  good  fortune, 
on  Uie  occasion  to  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson 
referred,  to  partake  of  the  hospitality  of  the 
Harbour  Boara  of  Oamaru.  A  wharf  was  opened 
there  in  the  presence  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor.  He  remembered  that  this  whurf  was 
baptized  in  champajnie,  and  receiyed  tl^e  name 
of  "  Macandrew."  The  occasion,  unfortunatelj^* 
was  fixed  in  his  memory  by  a  very  sinister  acci- 
dent, which  was,  that  a  vessel  which  lay  alongside, 
gaily  decorated  for  the  occasion,  left  her  bones 
on  the  outflide  of  the  wharf  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  auspicious  event.  He  had  the  most 
agreeable  recollection  of  the  entertainment,  and 
he  was  not  at  all  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
champagne,  which  was  the  sign  of  hospitality 
^nd  welcome,  should  be  a  cause  of  oflfence  against 
the  Harbour  Board.  He  would  not  be  able  to 
support  the  Bill  because  it  had  been  put  forward 
in  that  shape.  It  waa  in  his  recollection  that  on 
tho  occasion  referred  to  it  was  not  the  Harbour 
Board  that  invited  H'i  Excellency  to  Oamaru,  but 
JToa.  Colonel  Whitmore 


it  was  the  whole  of  the  people  of  Oamaru ;  and 
the  Harbour  Board  was  not  acting  in  \i»  corponte 
capacity,  but  simply  as  the  exponent  of  the  gene- 
ral sentiment  of  noepitaliiy.  He  was  not  at  all 
able  to  accept  that  as  a  reason  why  a  Bill  should 
be  brought  in  for  tho  purpose  of  doing  avaj 
with  that  Harbour  Boara.  As  tbe  Hon.  C^>tain 
Eraser  had  said,  a  Harbour  Bill  of  a  geoetal 
character  wai  to  have  been  brought  in,  and  would 
have  been  introduced  to  the  Council  by  hunself 
had  it  not  been  that  it  was  beyond  the  powers  of 
the  Council  to  impose  certain  duea  which  wen 
provided  for  in  that  Bill.  If  that  Bill  were 
brought  in  next  year,  he  did  not  doubt  that  tboss 
persons  interest^  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Ha^ 
bour  of  Oamaru  could  have  such  a  change  at 
they  desired  in  the  constitution  and  administra- 
tion of  the  Harbour  Board.  He  thought  it  wookl 
be  an  ungracious  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislature  to  condemn  —  for  thia  JBill  was  a 
practical  condemnation — the  Harbour  Board  bj 
dismissing  its  members  on  the  evidence  wbicn 
had  been  supplied  to  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  he  oooki 
throw  some  light  on  the  fact  that  no  chafige  took 
place  la'st  year  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board 
when  an  endowment  was  given  to  it.  There  was 
such  a  prejudice  against  Harbour  Boards  g^ie- 
rally  that  the  great  object  waa  to  get  this  Oamaru 
BUI  passed  in  any  shape,  in  order  -to  aecoie  the 
endowment,  without  any  reference  to  an  alteratioa 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Board.  He  himself 
wished  to  alter  the  oonstitution  of  the  Board  last 
year,  but  the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  begged  of  him  not  to  attempt 
to  make  any  amendment,  because  if  they  began 
to  alter  the  Bill  the  result  might  be  fatal  to  it 
altogether.  On  that  understanding  he  said  no- 
thing about  it,  but  he  waa  free  at  any  moment  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the 
Board.  He  had  no  intention  to  say  anything  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board,  or  to 
accuse  it  of  malfeasance  of  office,  but  he  maintained 
that  in  the  interests  of  the  district  it  was  desirable 
that  this  change  should  take  place.  Nine-tenths 
of  the  Oamaru  people  were  absolutely  depend^at 
upon  the  people  in  the  surrounding  distriot.ior 
food  and  raiment,  and  yet  the  people  in  tint 
surroundins  district  were  not  represented  on  the 
Board.  The  members  of  the  Board  were  aU 
nominated  at  the  instance  of  partiea  residi^u* 
the  town.  There  vrae  the  great  County  of  W«»- 
taki,  extending  a  hundred  miles  inland,  which  waa 
not  represented  on  the  Board,  and  other  laig0 
agricultural  areas  were  equally  unrepresented,  lucb 
as  the  Waitaki  Koad  Dwtrict,  the  Wwreka  Eoad 
District,  and  the  Kakanui  Road  District.  Waa  it 
to  be  supposed  that  they  had  not  a  right  to  repre- 
sentation as  good  as,  or  better  than,  the  town  of 
Oamaru  ?  The  people  in  the  surrounding  distn<» 
were  those  who  produced  most  of  the  exports  ana 
consumed  most  of  the  imports.  On  that  account 
he  believed  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  tbe  Conn* 
cil  to  pass  this  Bill  and  give  lepresentationw 
the  people  referred  to.  If  the  present  n!®^*^ 
of  the  Board  were  worthy  of  holding  their  seats 
they  would  get  on  the  Board  again,  becauae  we 
proposed  constitution  of  the  Boud  was  auch  that 
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erery  one  of  them  who  bad  the  confidence  of 
his  fellows  in  the  localitj  might  have  a  seat  on 
the  Board — there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent 
it.  The  Board  was  neither  better  nor  worse 
than  other  institutions  of  the  kind;  but  in  his 
opinion  a  change  was  absolutely  necessary.  He 
beliered  this  was  a  unique  instance  of  a  Harbour 
Board  in  regard  to  its  constitution.  He  had  just 
looked  OTcr  the  constitutions  of  the  different  Har- 
bour Boards  throughout  the  colony,  and  he  found 
that  in  every  case  they  were  formed  on  a  some- 
what simikr  basis  to  that  proposed  to  this  Bill : 
for  example,  Otago,  Lyttelton,  Auckland,  Wel- 
lington, Timaru,  the  Bluff,  &c.  There  was  just 
one  point  that  had  occurred  to  him  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Bill,  and  he  wished  to  brin^  it 
before  the  Council.  It  was  of  infinitely  wider 
scope  than  the  question  of  the  Oamaru  Harbour 
Board.  It  was  the  fact  of  Parliament  granting 
endowments  of  land  and  money  and  then  leaving 
persons  to  do  as  they  pleased  with  them.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  bad  referred  to  a  complaint 
that  the  breakwater  had  not  been  carried  out 
with  the  money  that  wns  voted  by  Parliament 
last  session.  For  several  months  after  that  vote 
bad  been  given  and  the  endowment  granted  the 
work  on  the  main  breakwater  was  at  a  standstill, 
he  could  not  tell  for  what  reason ;  but  it  was  a 
most  singular  fact  that  at  the  very  same  time 
a  jetty  or  wharf  was  being  carried  on  with  vigour 
inside  the  main  breakwater  for  the  accommodation 
of  small  vessels.  When  he  voted  for  the  66,000- 
acre  endowment  it  was  bis  firm  belief  that  every 
•hilling  of  the  money  would  go  to  extend  the 
breakwater.  In  speaking  on  the  subiect,  one  of 
the  reasons  he  ^ve  was  Uiat  the  breakwater  was 
of  such  essential  service  that  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  the  whole  colony,  as  the  harbour 
would  be  more  or  less  a  harbour  of  refuge ;  and 
on  that  account  he  thought  it  had  a  claim  on 
the  Government.  But  here  they  found  a  portion 
of  the  money  devoted  to  another  purpose  alto- 
gether. The  thought  that  occurrea  to  him  was 
this  :  that  it  was  high  time  the  Q-overnment  ap- 
pointed a  Commission,  or  an  officer  in  whom  they 
had  confidence,  to  see  that  the  money  and  endow- 
ments given  for  those  harbour  works  were  devoted 
to  the  precise  purpose  for  which  they  were 
granted.  He  thought  that  was  a  consideration 
which  ought  to  meet  with  some  favour  from  the 
Government,  because  there  was  no  telling  what 
might  be  done  with  the  money  if  some  surveil- 
lance were  not  exercised.  He  would  vote  for 
this  Bill  because  he  beliered  that  the  people  of 
Oamaru  generally,  and  the  people  of  the  dutrict 
in  particular,  would  look  upion  it  as  a  eood  mea- 
sure. It  could  not  fail  to  meet  the  wisnes  of  the 
people  because  it  would  give  them  an  opportunity 
of  placing  on  the  Board  those  persons  who  most 
enjoyed  their  confidence.  He  thought  changes 
in  old-established  bodies  like  this  one  were  ereat 
improvements,  by  letting  new  light  into  them, 
and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to  pass 
its  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  AiENZIES  indorsed  the  view  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  that  the  Council  should  not 
take  action  in  this  matter  without  some  veiy  dis- 
tinct and  decided  opinion  on  the  part  of    the 


people  of  Oamaru.  He  would  have  been  quite 
wilhng  to  support  the  proposition  to  alter  the 
constitution  of  the  Board  as  proposed  in  the  Bill 
to  which  the  Hon.  Captain  f  raser  had  referred 
had  it  been  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  because  he  thought  an  alteration 
in  that  direction  would  be  calculated  to  give 
more  satisfaction  than  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  as  it  at  present  existed ;  but  he  did  not 
think  they  oueht  to  make  an  invidious  exception 
of  the  case  of  this  particular  Board  by  making 
the  alteration  which  this  Bill  would  efiect,  at  the 
instance,  so  far  as  they  knew,  of  only  one  or  two 
members  of  the  Assembly,  and  not  at  the  desire, 
unequivocally  expressed,  of  the  community  of 
Oamaru,  who  had  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
question.  Various  points  had  been  raised  by 
honorable  members  in  order  to  establish  the 
assertion  that  the  Harbour  Board  had  misapplied 
money  and  generally  misconducted  its  afikirs,  and 
circumstances  had  been  referred  to  which  oc- 
curred several  years  ago.  The  Council  must  bear 
in  remembrance  that  in  the  course  of  the  last 
session  an  opportunity  was  afibrded  to  those  who 
felt  that  the  action  of  the  Board  had  been  im- 
proper to  effect  an  alteration  in  its  constitution ; 
but,  so  far  from  their  having  endeavoured  to 
efi*ect  any  alteration  so  as  to  popularize  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Board,  which  he  conceived  would 
have  been  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  what  took 

Slace?  A  clause  was  interjected  into  the  Oamaru 
[arbour  Act,  apparently  out  of  place,  and  not  at 
all  in  harmony  with  the  rest  of  the  Bill,  to  pro- 
vide that  this  Board  should  continue  ufider  its 
present  constitution  for  four  years  longer.  In 
the  face  of  that  deliberate  provision  he  did  not 
think  the  Council  would  be  justified,  without 
some  strong  expression  of  opinion  in  that  direc- 
tion from  the  community,  to  make  the  alteration 
proposed,  unless  that  alteration  were  made  in 
some  general  measure  whereby  the  constitution 
of  all  the  several  Boards  was  similarly  treated. 
If  a  provision  had  been  introduced  under  these 
circumstances,  or  at  the  desire  of  the  community, 
he  would  have  supported  it ;  but  as  the  matter 
now  stood  he  felt  bound  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FEASEB  said  it  was  by  a 
mere  accident  that  the  general  Bill  had  not  been 
brought  in  as  a  Government  measure,  and  in 
the  form  in  which  this  Bill  had  been  introduced 
it  was  impossible  that  it  could  be  brouglit  into 
operation  on  the  1st  January,  so  that  he  could  not 
see  the  force  of  the  argument  used  by  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  that  this  was  a  reproach  and 
a  reflection  upon  the  Board.  He  told  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Miller  in  the  morning  that  he  was  not  going 
to  touch  upon  any  charges  against  the  Harbour 
Board.  There  was  no  doubt  charges  had  been 
made,  and  he  believed  that  if  the  Bill  had  been 
before  a  Select  Committee  it  would  not  have 
l>een  recommended  to  be  passed.  He  would  like 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson's  opinion  on  a  point  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  They  granted  a  very 
valuable  tract  of  land  called  the  Esplanade  to  thie 
Harbour  Board.  The  Board  did  not,  however, 
require  the  whole  of  it,  and  disposed  of  pait 
by  auction  on  long  leases.    The  oontracton^  m 
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trast«e0,  in  many  instanoef,  boaght  these  leases 
which  were  maoe  at  the  expense  of  the  trust. 
Now,  he  was  not  a  kwjer,  but  it  struck  him  that 
that  was  an  illegal  act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  asked  whether  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  introduce  new  matter 
in  replj. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  could  not  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  remarked  that 
it  was  part  of  his  reply — he  was  showing  whj 
the  members  of  the  present  Board  were  not 
worth  J  of  the  position  they  held.  Of  course  if 
the  feeling  of  the  Council  was  sgainst  him  it 
was  no  ute  his  continuing.  Honorable  members 
teemed  to  be  influenced  bj  personal  feeling. 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  word  '  now/  proposed 
to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  question  ;"  upon 
which  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Ayes         12 

Noes         16 

Mj^oritj  against 4 

Atb8. 
Captain  Baillie,  I  Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Mr.  Chamberlin,  Mr.  Bobinson, 

Oaptun  Eraser,  Mr.  Bussell, 

Mr.  Holmes,  ,  Colonel  Whitmore, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny,     Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  NgaUta,  I  Mr.  Wilson. 


KOBS. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 

Mr.  Buckley, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Mr.  HaU, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Mantell, 
The  amendment  was 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to 
that  day  three  months. 


Mr.  Menzies, 
Mr.  MiUer, 
Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Dr.  Pollen, 

Major  Bichmond,  C.Bt, 
Mr.  Wigley. 
consequently  agreed  to, 
be  rmd  a  second  time 


PUBLIC  LIBRABIES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moying  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  provide 
a  mode  for  distributing  the  sum  of  £5,000,  which 
was  on  the  Estimates,  and  had,  he  belieyed,  been 
passed,  for  public  libraries  throughout  the  colony. 
it  was  thought  desirable  that  the  distribution 
of  that  grant  should  not  be  left  to  the  absolute 
discretion  of  the  Government  of  the  day,  but  that 
Parliament  should  express  its  opinion  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  should  be  dirided.  The  rule 
on  the  subject  which  this  Bill  proposed  to  lay 
down  was  that,  in  the  case  of  pubUc  hbraries  esta- 
blished by  municipal  or  other  local  bodies  who 
had  the  power  of  rating,  there  should  be  paid  a 
sum  equal  to  the  amount  raised  by  means  of  the 
library  rate  under  "The  Public  Libraries  Act, 
1869.  So  much  with  regard  to  public  libraries 
established  under  "The  Public  Libraries  Act, 
1869."  With  regard  to  the  other  libraries,  com- 
monly known  as  subscription  libraries,  which 
would  be  generally  found  in  country  districts,  the 
Mon.  Captain  Fraaer 


Bill  provided  that  the  sum  available  should  bt 
difided  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  among  them  in 
proportion  to  their  subscriptions,  that  the  share 
given  to  each  education  district  should  be  in- 
trusted to  the  Education  Board  thereof,  and  that 
that  Board  might  distribute  it  in  books  or  in  cs^ 
as  it  thought  fit  It  did  not  say  that  abeolutelj 
the  same  amount  as  the  subscriptions  should  he 
distributed,  for  of  course  they  could  not  tell 
whether  the  amount  of  £5,000  would  be  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  grant  to  each  library  a  som 
equal  to  that  which  it  raised  by  subscription.  He 
trusted  it  would  be  acknowledged  that  this  was  a 
fair  mode  of  distribution,  and  that  it  was  desirable 
that  Parliament  should  lav  down  some  rule  on 
the  subject,  and  relieve  the  Government  from 
the  whde  duty  of  distributing  the  grants.  The 
last  clause  provided  for  admission  free  of  chai^ 
to  all  libraries  established  and  supported  under 
the  Act.  He  drew  attention  to  this  clause  be- 
cause he  thought  it  right  that  honorable  gentle- 
men should  consider  it  before  the  Bill  went  into 
Committee.  There  was  no  doubt  that  differences 
of  opinion  might  exist  as  to  the  expediency  of 
such  a  clause,  and  as  to  its  being  desirable  to  insiit 
that  these  country  subscription-libraries  should 
be  open  to  the  public  free  of  charge. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CBOWN  BEDBESS  BILL  No.  1. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  moving  Ihs 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  was  not  going 
to  detain  the  Council  long  in  laving  this  meesore 
before  them,  for  reasons  which  he  would  pre- 
sently state.  Towards  the  dose  of  last  session 
this  Bill,  in  the  state  in  which  it  was  when  intro- 
duced into  the  other  Chamber  this  year,  and 
before  it  was  amended  there,  was  introduced  into 
the  Council  and  read  a  second  time  at  a  period 
of  the  session  too  late  for  its  committal  and 
further  consideration.  This  session  it  was  first 
introduced  by  Mr.  Taiaroa  in  the  other  Cbsm- 
her,  and  he  bad  been  requested  by  that  hono^ 
able  gentleman  to  undertake  the  charge  of  it  in 
the  Council.  All  he  asked  the  Council  to  do  on 
this  occasion  was  to  reaffirm  the  principle  whidi 
thev  affirmed  last  session  with  regara  to  this 
Bill — that  was,  that  an  opportunity  should  be 
afibrded  to  Natives  who  had,  or  imagined  thej 
had,  claims  or  grievances  to  be  heard,  to  bare 
their  claims  equitably  settled.  He  doubted  very 
much  whether  the  measure  as  originally  intro- 
duced by  him  last  session  would  nave  effected 
the  purpose  in  view,  but  in  its  present  shape, 
amended  as  it  had  been  elsewhere,  it  would  be 
even  still  worse.  Therefore  all  he  asked  the 
Council  to  do  in  the  matter  on  this  occasion  wsf 
to  permit  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
if  it  was  read  a  second  time  he  would  name  sach 
a  day  for  the  conunittal  of  the  Bill  as  would 
render  it  very  improbable  that  the  Council  would 
agree  to  go  on  with  it  further  during  the  present 
session. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL  said  there 
was  a  part  of  this  Bill  which  he  was  not  able  to 
understand,  and  perhaps  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilcen 
would  be  able  to  say  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  words  employed  in  the  Act.    It  appeared  to 
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him  that  what  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
had  done  was  to  set  up  a  Court  which  was  to  be 
authorized  to  deal  with  these  cases,  and  then  to 
declare  that  the  jury  might  award  compensation  ; 
but,  unless  the  words  of  the  20th  clause  made  it 
imperative  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay,  he  did  not 
know  how  the  award  agreed  to  was  to  be  en- 
forced.   The  clause  said, — 

"It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Qoremor  to 
obey  or  satisfy  or  in  any  way  to  compouiid  for  or 
in  respect  of  the  order,  decree,  or  judgment  so  to 
be  made  as  aforesaid  until  after  the  prorogation 
of  the  session  of  the  G-eneral  Assembly  of  New 
Zealand  which  shall  be  held  next  aft«r  the  mak- 
ing of  the  order,  decree,  or  judgment  by  the  said 
Supreme  Court,  or,  if  an  appeal  shall  be  pro- 
secuted to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  then  not  until 
after  the  prorogation  of  the  session  of  the  G-eneral 
Assembly  which  shall  be  held  next  after  the  mak- 
ing of  a  final  order,  judgment,  or  decree  upon  such 
appeal." 

It  appeared  to  him  that  that  did  not  order  pay- 
ment to  be  made. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  the  effect  of 
the  prorision  was  that,  in  case  of  an  action 
against  the  Crown,  no  judgment  should  be  effeo- 
tive  until  appropriation  was  made  by  Parliament. 
That  was  shown  by  the  18th  and  20th  clauses, 
which  provided  that  no  effect  should  be  given  to 
a  judgment  until  after  the  meeting  of  the  next 
session  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that,  if  the  prin- 
dple  which  was  sought  to  be  affirmed  by  this  Bill 
was  to  afford  as  fair  a  hearing  to  the  Natives  con- 
cerned as  would  be  the  case  if  Europeans  were 
affected,  he  would  give  his  firm  adhesion  to  the 
proposal ;  but  if  the  examination  of  those  claims 
was  to  be  taken  upon  the  principle  laid  down  in 
the  17th  clause  of  this  Bill  he  would  say  that  the 
Bill  ought  not  to  be  passed.  The  Native  claims 
in  the  South  Island  were  not  new.  In  one  shape 
or  another  they  had  been  kept  before  the  Assem- 
bly by  the  persevering  industry  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  represented  the  Southern  Natives 
in  another  place  for  a  great  many  years.  He 
believed  that  if  they  had  been  less  extravagantly 
stated,  if  the  amount  of  damage  said  to  liave  been 
caused  had  been  stated  in  a  more  reasonable  way, 
probably  greater  attention  would  have  been  be- 
stowed upon  these  claims  than  had  been  given  to 
them  up  to  the  present  time.  He  objected  to 
a  Bill  of  the  same  character  introdaced  bv  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  last  year,  on  the  ground  that  it 
appeared  to  him  that  it  would  necessarily  involve 
the  Natives  in  a  very  considerable  expense  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  their  title  and  of  having 
their  cases  heard,  and  that  when  the  facts  of  the 
case  were  ascertained  they  might  prove  to  be 
nothing  more  than  facts  wmch  were  admitted,  and 
which  might  be  ascertained  in  a  much  easier  and 
less  expensive  way.  He  himself  promised  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  that  steps  would  be 
taken  to  have  an  inquiry  in  the  course  of 
the  year  into  these  claims,  and  that  a  report  on 
the  subject  would  be  presented  to  Parliament. 
His  regretted  colleague  the  late  Native  Minister 
did  make  an  effort  to  constitute  a  Commission  of 


inquiry  into  those  claims,  but  he  was  not  suc- 
cessful in  inducing  the  Cliief  Judge  of  the  Native 
Land  Court  to  undertake  the  task.  In  conse- 
quence of  (he  xerj  severe  pressure  of  work  of 
another  kind  he  was  obliged  to  postpone  the 
inquiry.  The  Natives  who  were  interested  in  this 
Bill  appeared  very  strongly  to  desire  that  the 
facts  of  the  case  should  be  ascertained  officially, 
and  that  they  should  go  into  the  Supreme  Court 
and  have  them  ascertained  in  the  ordinary  course. 
He  understood  they  greatly  preferred  that  mode 
of  procedure  to  the  one  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, which  was  that  the  facts  should  be  ascer- 
tained by  a  Commission ;  and  to  that,  with  the 
protection  which  this  Bill  proposed  to  give,  he 
thought  there  would  be  no  objection.  If  the  Bill 
had  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  form  in  which 
it  was  originally  introduced  he  would  himself 
make  no  objection  to  it,  but  with  the  limitation 
introduced  into  the  17th  clause  such  a  procedure 
under  this  Bill  would  be  purely  a  mistake.  The 
facts  might  be  ascertained,  but  nothing  in  the 
shape  of  substantial  justice  could  be  done  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act.  The  Bill  in  its  pre- 
sent form  was  to  that  extent  a  sham.  The 
claims  were  based  upon  promises  alleged  to  have 
been  made,  and  which  no  doubt  were  made,  by 
the  purchasers  of  land  for  the  New  Zealand 
Company,  in  accordance  with  the  poUcy  that  they 
always  adopted  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  lands 
from  the  Natives.  The  doctrine  they  held  was 
that  the  payment  they  made  for  the  land  at  the 
time  of  purchase  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  the 
price.  The  real  price  of  the  Und  consisted  in  the 
reservations  they  were  to  make  for  the  Natives, 
and  in  the  largely-increased  prospective  value 
which  those  reserves  would  acquire  by  the  process 
of  settlement ;  and  in  those  reserves  a  provision 
was  to  be  made  for  the  fut\ire  wants  of  the 
Natives — provision  for  their  schools,  for  medical 
assistance,  for  education,  and  for  their  general 
advancement.  In  this  particular  instance,  as  in 
others,  the  payment  that  the  Natives  received  in 
money  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  value  they  were  to  receive  for  the  land. 
Under  those  circumstanoes,  supposing  it  were 
found  that  those  promises  were  made,  and  that 
the  Natives  were  entitled  to  the  advantages  that 
had  been  promised  to  them,  to  say  now  that  that 
payment  should  be  measured  by  the  value  of  the 
land  at  the  time  the  purchase  was  made — that 
was  to  say,  by  making  the  price  paid  by  the 
Government  something  less  than  a  Jraction  of  a 
farthing  per  acre — and  to  say  that  that  would  be 
equitaUe  compensation  for  the  rights  that  they 
claimed,  was  to  his  mind  tantamount  to  saying 
that  the  Natives  were  to  receive  something  worse 
than  nothing.  He  would  be  sorrv  under  any 
circumstances  if  the  Council  should  be  induced 
to  pass  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape.  He  still 
thought  it  would  be  very  much  better  for  the 
Natives  to  trust  to  the  care  of  the  Government 
for  their  interests,  and  to  the  Uberality  of  Parlia- 
ment for  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment, after  a  careful  inquiry  into  the  facts,  than 
to  go  into  a  Court  of  justice  with  such  a  Bill  as 
was  proposed  here. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  Hon.  Dr. 
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Pollen  had  supplemented  what  he  had  said  with 
his  usual  abilitj  and  accuracy.  However,  as 
there  appeared  to  be  some  little  misunderstand- 
ing in  the  minds  of  well-informed  members  of 
the  Council  as  regarded  the  nature  of  those 
claims,  he  would  take  two  or  three  minutes  to 
describe  what  thej  were.  In  the  first  place,  the 
promises  in  connection  with  the  Ngaitoa  Block, 
and  distinctly  in  regard  to  the  Otago  Block,  in- 
Tolved  as  many  at  600,000  acres.  With  regard  to 
that,  the  evidence  was  very  plain.  The  stipula- 
tion for  the  one-tenth  was  not  inserted  in  the 
deed,  and  it  was  simply  a  parol  promise.  How- 
ever, that  did  not  appear  to  weigh  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  because,  when  making  the 
survey,  those  reserves  were  laid  off.  At  that  time 
Captain  Fitzroy  was  Governor  of  the  colony,  and 
the  Hon.  Major  Richmond  was  Superintendent 
of  the  southern  division  of  New  Munster.  When 
reporting  the  manner  in  which  he  was  conduct- 
ing his  duties,  the  Hon.  Major  Richmond  recom- 
mended to  the  Governor  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
surveys  were  being  completed,  the  survey  of  the 
Native  reserves  ought  to  be  completed  also,  and  that 
Captain  Symonds  should  be  told  off  for  the  duty. 
However,  an  accident  occurred,  and  a  grant  was 
made  to  the  New  Zealand  Company  of  this  block 
without  any  reference  whatever  being  naade  to 
the  reserves.  Then,  with  regard  to  Kemp's  pur- 
chase, in  order  to  induce  the  Natives  to  come 
under  the  deed  when  they  found  that  some  land 
had  been  included  which  they  did  not  agree  to 
sell,  they  were  promised,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  that  they  should  have  schools  and 
hospitals  established,  and  officers  appointed  to 
take  care  of  them.  A  third  claim  included  in 
this  Bill  was,  that  in  those  large  purchases  there 
were  certain  portions  of  land  not  intended  to  he 
included.  That  was  a  claim  which  the  Natives 
would  have  to  substantiate.  Of  course  he  (Mr. 
Mantell),  as  agent  for  the  buyers,  had  his  view 
of  wliat  he  intended  to  purchase,  and  the  Natives, 
as  sellers,  might  have  had  a  different  idea  as  to 
what  they  intended  to  sell.  His  idea  was  that  he 
bought  all  within  the  boundaries  marked  on  the 
map :  the  Natives'  allegation  was  that  he  could 
not  buy  anything  more  than  he  saw.  The  Go- 
vernment lent  their  countenance  to  that  view  by 
subsequently  repurchasing  from  the  Natives  the 
west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island.  However,  that 
was  a  claim  that  the  Natives  would  have  to 
substantiate.  The  details  of  this  Bill  would  not 
give  the  Natives  an  opportunity  of  substantiat- 
ing their  claims :  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
dread  the  passing  of  this  measure  as  it  stood, 
because  he  saw  plainly — and  he  warned  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  in  the 
other  House  of  this — that,  inasmuch  as  the  Act 
was  only  to  continue  in  t  orce  until  the  21st 
December,  1880,  and  inasmuch  as  it  was  known 
that  those  poor  fellows  had  deposited  in  a  bank 
£3,000  by  way  of  starting  legal  proceedings,  the 
ingenuity,  ana  patriotism,  and  philanthropv  of 
the  legal  profession  would  be  excited  to  such  an 
extent  that,  hopeless  as  it  was  for  the  Natives  to 
expect  justice  under  this  Act,  they  would  be 
advised  on  good  legal  authority  to  initiate  pro- 
ceedings, although  the  Act  would  lapse  before 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell 


they  could  get  any  advantage  from  thooe  proceed- 
ings. The^ore,  if  the  Bill  passed,  he  f^  abso- 
lutely confident  that  the  only  result  would  be  the 
payment  of  a  large  bill  of  costs  on  the  part  of 
the  Natives,  who  would  obtain  no  remedy  what- 
ever. He  would  sim^y  ask  the  Council  to  affirm 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  by  consenting  to  the 
second  reading,  and  would  name  a  distant  day  for 
the  committal. 
Bin  read  a  second  time. 

NAPIER  SWAMP  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  honorable 
gentlemen  must  be  aware  that  in  the  middle  of 
the  Township  of  Napier  there  was  a  large  swamp, 
or  shallow  lagoon,  into  which  all  the  dbrainage  of 
the  town  was  deposited,  and  which,  espedaliy  in 
the  warm  season,  was  exceedingly  unwholesome. 
It  had  been  impossible  for  a  numher  of  years  to 
fill  in  this  lagoon  on  account  of  the  circumstance 
that  in  the  early  days  all  the  swamp  was  laid  off  in 
sections,  which  were  chiefly  purchased  by  abeen- 
tees.  In  the  year  1875  the  nuisance  arising  from 
the  swamp  had  become  so  serious  to  the  popula- 
tion, and  had  so  largely  affected  the  health  of  the 
borough,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  give  the  Corporation  power  to  fill  in  the 
swamp  compulsorily  if  the  owners  refused  to 
fill  in  their  sections,  and,  in  the  event  of  the 
owners  not  paying  the  cost  of  filling  in,  to 
sell  the  sections  and  recover  the  cost.  This  was 
one  of  those  interferences  with  private  rights 
which  could  only  be  Justified  by  the  urgency 
of  the  case ;  and  the  Legislature,  after  carefully 
considering  the  matter,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  good  case  for  interference  had  been  made 
out,  and  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  health,  to  take 
the  action  he  had  referred  to.  The  law  worked 
exceedingly  well,  and  the  owners  of  most  of  the 
sections,  or  their  representatives,  had  turned  up. 
It  transpired  that  a  great  many  of  the  sections 
had  been  held  as  a  speculation  by  persons  who, 
when  pressed  a  little,  came  forward  and  filled  in 
their  sections.  However,  the  Corporation  had 
been  unable  to  complete  the  work  owing  to  the 
circumstance  that  some  of  the  owners  insisted 
upon  the  streets  being  made  before  they  filled  in 
their  sections.  The  streets  were  nearly  all  made, 
a  good  number  of  the  sections  had  been  filled  in, 
and  the  work  was  rapidly  being  completed,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  the  municipalitr.  But  it 
unfortunately  happened  that  this  work  had  taken 
some  time,  and  it  was  within  a  day  of  over- 
lapping the  period  which  was  allowed  for  the 
exercise  of  the  compulsory  powers.  It  was  there- 
fore necessary  to  make  application  to  Parliament 
to  extend  the  period  allowed  by  the  Act  of  1875. 
This  circumstance  had  been  overlooked  until  the 
very  last  moment,  when  application  was  made  to 
the  Gk>vemment  to  give  assistance  to  the  Cor- 
poration in  this  respect.  The  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  had  been  asked  to  suspend  the 
Standing  Orders  and  pass  the  Bill  through  all  its 
stages,  which  it  had  done,  and  he  would  ask  the 
Council  to  show  the  same  consideration  to  this 
municipality. 
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Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  with  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  eleren 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  20th  November,  1877. 

First  Beftdiogs  — Second  Readings  —  Third  Headings— 
Bepreaentation  —  lorttelton  Gaol  Prisoner — Moore, 
Hotchiaon,  and  Others— H.  Rapa— Miniaterial  Resi- 
dences -  Taranaki  Smelting  Works  Bill  —  Civil  List 
Bill— Land  Bill-Ciril  List  BUI. 


Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
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Stamp   BID,   West  Harbour  Mayoralty  Bill, 
Napier  Swamp  Bill,  Canterbury  Roads  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Waste  Lands  Boards  Bill,  Napier  Swamp  Bill, 
Greenwood  Pension  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Waste  Lands  Boards  Bill,  Napier  Swamp  Bill, 
Greenwood  Pension  Bill. 

REPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  FITZROY  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther it  is  their  intention  to  introduce  a  new 
Representation  Act  next  session  ?  Also,  whetljer, 
on  the  passing  of  such  an  Act,  they  propose 
to  ask  for  the  dissolution  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  he  had- already 
stated  to  the  House  that  the  Gt>Ternroent  were 
preparing  a  Representation  Act  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  it  before  Parliament  next  session.  He 
did  not  altogether  understand  the  second  ques- 
tion, but  the  Goyemment  would  follow  the  con- 
stitutional course  in  such  cases. 

LYTTELTON  GAOL  PRISONER. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  there  is  any  truth  in  a  report  appearing 
in  the  public  papers,  that  a  man  incarcerated  in 
the  Lyttelton  Gaol,  and  pronounced  by  the  Dis- 
trict Medical  Officer  to  be  a  dangerous  lunatic, 
was  still  allowed  to  remain  an  mmate  of  the 
paol,  although  the  medical  officer  had  advised  his 
immediate  removal  to  the  Asylum,  and  repeated 
representations  had  been  made  to  the  authorities 
in  Wellington  to  that  effect  ?  He  had  been  in- 
duced to  put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
in  consequence  of  havine  noticed  some  reports 
in  the  papers  with  regara  to  the  retention  of  a 
prisoner  in  the  Lyttelton  Gaol  who  was  stated 
to  be  of  unsound  mind.  He  would  be  glad  to 
Icam  from  the  Goremment  whether  there  was 
any  foundation  for  the  statement  contained  in 
those  reports. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  there  was  no  foundation 
wbatever  for  the  report.    There  was  a  prisoner  in 


the  gaol  referred  to  whose  conduct  was  of  a  very 
strange  character.  He  appeared  to  have  been 
influenced  by  a  desire  to  get  the  authorities  to' 
beliere  that  he  was  insane.  He  was  examined 
by  two  doctors,  who  certified  that  he  was  merely 
shamming.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  by  another  doctor,  who  took  the 
view  that  the  prisoner  was  endeavouring  to  get 
out  of  gaol  on  the  plea  of  insanity.  The  person 
referred  to  still  remained  in  custody.  He  might 
state  that  Dr.  Skae  had  also  examined  the  pri- 
soner and  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  simply  a 
case  of  shamming. 

MOORE,  HUTCHISON,  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  have  given  effect  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition 
of  Messrs.  Moore,  Hutchison,  and  Pearce ;  or,  if 
not,  whether  they  intend  to  do  so  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  was  to  the  effect  that  the  persona 
were  not  entitled  to  compensation.  They  recom- 
mended the  issue  of  the  grant,  and  that  recom- 
mendation would  be  carried  out. 

H.  RAPU. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  intend  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Hariata  Rapu  and  another  ;  and,  if  so,  when  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  thb  case  was  one  of  a 
very  singular  character.  The  person  employed 
to  purchase  land  for  the  Government  in  a  West 
Coast  district  negotiated  for  two  blocks  of  land 
from  the  Maori  petitioners.  The  price  to  be  paid 
was  £340,  and  of  that  amount  only  £240  was 
paid.  He  had  paid  the  balance  to  other  people 
whose  names  were  not  in  the  Crown  grant.  So 
far  as  he  could  see,  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  carry  out  their  bargain  ;  but,  before 
the  money  was  actually  paid,  the  Government  in- 
tended to  appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  examine 
under  what  circumstances  the  balance  of  the 
money  was  paid.  The  agent  referred  to  appeared 
to  have  acted  very  improperly  indeed,  to  put  it 
very  mildly. 

MINISTERIAL  RESIDENCES. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  the  permission  of 
the  House  to  propose  a  motion  with  reference  to 
the  Ministerial  residences,  without  notica  He 
had  consulted  with  the  Government  upon  the 
subject,  and  an  understanding  had  been  arrived 
at  that  the  motion  should  be  introduced.  The 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the  Ministerial 
residences  were  given  up  by  retiring  Minbters 
during  the  session  had  never  been  definitely 
settled,  and  it  seemed  desirable  that  some  re- 
sponsible Committed  should  nuike  a  report  as  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  which  it  was  reasonable 
to  impose  upon  retiring  Ministers.  He  there- 
fore proposea  the  following  motion  :  That  it  be 
an  instruction  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
to  inquire  into  and  report  as  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  vacating  Ministerial  residences  by 
Ministers  retiring  from  office  during  the  session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
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TARANAKI  SMELTING  WORKS  BILL. 

This  Bill  "WM  receiTcd  with  amendments  from 
tlic  Legiftlative  Council. 

Mr.  BURNS  moved,  That  the  amendments 
be  agreed  to.  The  Bill  was  onginallj  framed 
to  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee,  which  recommended  that  the 
Taranaki  Smelting  Company  should  produce  100 
tons  of  iron  before  being  placed  in  possession  of 
the  5,00  J  acres  of  land.  The  effect  of  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Council  was  to  reduce  the 
quantity  of  iron  to  be  produced  from  100  tons  to 
50  tons. 

Mr.  KELLY  moved,  That  the  amendment  be 
not  agreed  to.  The  case  was  veir  fully  inquired 
into  bp  tlie  Public  Petitions  Committee,  who 
were  about  to  refuse  to  entertain  the  claim  for 
the  grant  altogether ;  but  it  was  suggested  by 
the  Chairman  that  the  company  should  have 
another  chance,  and  it  was  decided  that  upon 
the  company  producing  100  tons  of  iron  the 
grant  should  issue.  The  land  was  granted  by 
the  Provincial  District  of  Taranaki  for  the  pur- 
pose of  solving  the  problem  whether  iron  could 
oe  manufactured  from  the  iron-sand  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  province.  The  province  would 
never  have  thought  of  giving  away  6,000  acres 
of  land  but  for  the  belief  that  the  trial  would  be 
fairly  made.  He  therefore  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. If  the  intention  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  were  carried,  and  the  100  tons  of 
iron  were  produced,  he  would  consent  to  the  pro- 
posal, because  that  would  be  a  guarantee  that  the 
company  were  in  earnest. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  regarded  the  report  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  as  a  very  great  con- 
cession to  the  company.  If  the  quantity  of  iron 
to  be  produced  were  reduced  from  100  tons  to 
50  tons  it  would  virtually  be  handing  over  5,000 
acres  of  land  to  the  company. 

Mr.  STOUT  hoped  that  the  amendment  would 
be  agreed  to.  The  company  were  entitled  to  the 
land  if  they  never  smelt  ea  any  iron  at  all,  as 
they  had  spent  far  more  money  than  they  pro- 
mised to  do.  They  had  spent  more  than  £16,000 
trying  to  smelt  the  rand,  and  unless  people  who 
tried  to  start  new  industries  were  to  be  en- 
couraged the  result  would  be  very  calamitous  to 
the  colony. 

Mr.  TRAVERS  would  oppose  the  amendment 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council.  lie  conceived 
this  was  one  of  the  cases  in  which  the  House 
had  shown  a  great  want  of  judgment  by  allowing 
large  tracts  of  the  public  land  to  be  handed  over 
to  a  company  in  a  manner  which  was  in  no  way 
justiBable.  A  person  named  Smith,  an  armourer, 
m  Wellington,  had  taken  it  into  his  head  that  he 
had  discovered  the  means  of  doing  that  which 
the  most  experienced  metallurgists  in  Europe 
had  stated  to  be  impossible.  Men  like  Dr.  Percy 
and  others  were  anxious  to  discover  some  mode 
by  which  this  particular  class  of  iron-sand  could 
be  utilized,  but  after  many  trials  had  been 
made  they  had  pronounced  that  t^e  sand  could 
not  be  profitably  used  for  iron-smelting  pur- 
poses; but  Mr.  Smith,  the  armourer,  managed 
to  get  a  number  of  persons,  who  knew  as  lit  lie 
about  it  as  himself,  to  invest  their  money  in 
Major  Atkinson 


this  venture.  The  company  which  was  then 
formed  failed  to  make  iron  from  the  sand,  but 
that  was  no  reason  why  the  colcny  should  b« 
called  upon  to  reward  them  for  their  failure. 
The  land  named  in  the  Bill  was  intended  to  be 
given  as  a  reward  for  success.  Had  Smith  shown 
that  he  was  able  to  smelt  the  sand,  then  in  all 
probability  the  bonuses  would  not  have  been 
misapplied,  although  these  bonuses  were  induce- 
ments  to  people  to  embark  in  matters  of  this 
kind  as  mere  speculations.  With  regard  to  the 
ore  which  had  been  smelted,  he  knew  that  a 
large  portion  of  it  had  been  taken  from  hia  (Mr. 
Travers's)  own  property  at  Massacre  Bay,  while 
it  was  smelted  as  if  it  had  been  the  Tiuvnaki 
ore.  Ho  thought  the  whole  business  was  an 
abominable  trick  from  beginning  to  end.  If 
the  company  could  smelt  the  ore  at  all,  there 
c^uld  be  no  more  difficulty  in  smelting  100 
tons  than  in  smelting  50  tons.  The  object  for 
which  the  industry  was  established  was  to  bring 
the  produce  of  the  country  into  the  market.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  be  utterly  absurd  to  give  a 
company  6,000  acres  of  land  for  smelting  50 
tons  of  iron.  If  they  did  that  sort  of  thing  they 
would  be  offering  inducements  to  people  to  start 
such  companies  merely  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
the  bonuses.  He  hoped  the  House  woiud  not 
consent  to  give  the  company  this  land  until  some 
further  inquiry  had  been  made.  He  deprecated 
altogether  any  attempt  to  develop  industries  of 
this  class  by  the  course  which  was  now  being 
pursued.  He  considered  that  it  would  be  bad 
enough  to  give  the  company  the  land  even  if  they 
did  succeed  in  smelting  100  tons  of  the  ore,  for, 
even  if  they  smelted  it,  the  country  would  gain 
no  advantage.  If  the  industry  were  likely  to  be 
successfid  it  required  no  bonus  whatever. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  seemed  to  have  a  griev- 
ance because  some  of  his  property  was  taken 
from  Massacre  Bay. 

Mr.  TRAVERS  said  he  had  no  grievance.  He 
merely  mentioned  the  fact  to  show  that  the  com- 
pany had  not  smelted  Taranaki  iron-sand. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  that  if  the  company  was  unsuccess- 
ful It  needed  no  reward,  and  was  not  to  be  recom- 
pensed for  the  money  it  had  spent.  The  colony 
should  do  all  it  could  to  assist  sti  uggling  indus- 
tries, an^  if  they  broke  faith  in  this  matter  the 
outside  creditor  would  not  place  much  ^th  in 
them.  He  hoped  the  House  would  pass  the  BUI, 
for  he  thought  that  the  Legi.^lative  Council  had 
in  their  wisdom  agreed  to  w&t  was  after  all  only 
a  fair  and  reasonable  proposal. 

Mr.  RE  ID  thought  this  matter  had  not  been 
properly  considered  in  Committee.  The  question 
was  not  whether  the  company  had  smelted  the 
iron,  but  whether  they  liad  carried  out  their 
agreement.  He  held  that  substantially  the  agree- 
ment of  the  company  had  been  carried  out,  for 
they  had  expended  the  money  they  agreed  to 
spend.  It  was  a  mere  quibble  to  say  that  the 
company  should  not  get  this  grant  of  land  because 
they  had  not  called  up  the  full  amount  of  their 
capital.  They  had  spent  more  than  the  amount 
they  had  agreed  to  spend,  and  therefore  they 
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should  get  the  land.  If  they  had  foiled  to  pro- 
duce iron  it  was  their  loss,  and  not  only  theirs 
but  the  country's  also ;  and  it  was  not  right  to 
say  to  them  now,  "  We  admit  that  you  have 
carried  out  your  agreement,  but  because  you  hare 
failed  to  produce  iron  you  shall  not  bare  the  land." 
The  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth  said 
he  would  be  willing  to  give  the  company  the  land 
as  soon  as  they  had  produced  60  tons  of  iron, 
but  lie  (Mr.  Reid)  thought  they  had  already 
earned  their  reward. 

Major  ATKINSON  held  different  opinions 
from  those  expressed  by  his  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Taieri.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  wording  of  the  Act, 
the  intention  of  both  the  House  and  the  com- 
pany was  that  the  latter  should  smelt  the  iron- 
sand.  It  was  perfectly  certain  that  the  House 
and  the  Provincial  Government  never  intended 
to  give  the  company  5,000  acres  of  land  merelv 
for  putting  a  quantityof  machinery  on  the  beach 
at  New  Plymouth.  What  he  had  to  complain  of 
was,  that  the  company  had  never  yet  attempted 
to  obtain  the  services  of  a  properly-qualified  man 
to  test  the  sand,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  it  could  be  profitably  smelted  or  not. 
The  directors  had  not  acted  fairly  to  their  share- 
holders in  neglecting  to  do  this,  and  he  thought 
the  House  would  be  doing  a  ereat  wrong  if  it 
gave  the  company  the  land  untu  they  had  shown 
that  they  were  carrying  on  their  works  in  good 
faith.  Ho  felt  considerable  sympathy  for  the 
shareholders,  especially  those  in  Dunedin,  who,  he 
thought,  had  taken  their  shares  under  a  misap- 
prehension as  to  what  was  going  to  be  done.  It 
was  quite  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  for  a  single  moment  enter- 
tained the  proposal  to  give  the  company  the  land 
if  they  had  not  believed  that  the  company  in- 
tended to  smelt  the  sand.  It  was  notorious  that 
they  had  never  attempted  to  do  that  in  a  proper 
manner,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  give  them  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
public  estate.  The  only  reason  that  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  had  for  entering  into  the  matter  was  that 
the  Taranaki  iron-sand  might  be  tested,  and  he 
tliought  the  House  was  bound  to  call  upon  the 
company  to  give  the  sand  a  proper  trial,  as  the 
Bill  proposed,  before  the  land  was  granted. 

Mr.  Burns  might  state,  with  regard  to  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  had 
said  to  the  effect  that  certain  ore  had  been  taken 
from  his  property  at  Massacre  Bay,  that  such  was 
the  case.  But,  at  the  same  time,  he  might  ex- 
plain that  the  ore  which  came  from  the  honorable 
gentleman's  property  was  a  complete  failure. 
The  ore  which  was  smelted  was  the  real  Simon 
Pure — it  was  the  Taranaki  iron-sand.  Ho  (Mr. 
Burns)  had  made  inquiries  into  the  matter,  and 
be  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  who  was  on  the 
spot  that  the  ore  which  was  got  from  the  Para- 
para  District  was  put  into  the  furnace  and  came 
to  nothing.  Moreover,  it  nearly  ruined  the  fur- 
nace. Some  time  afterwards  a  trial  of  the  Tara- 
naki sand  was  made,  and  it  was  clearly  proved 
that  it  would  produce  iron.  He  thought  the 
company  had  been  somewhat  hardly  dealt  with. 
He  had  taken  the  matter  before  the  Public  Peti* 
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lions  Committee  in  all  good  faith,  for  he  firmly 
believed  that  the  company  had  a  perfect  right 
to  receive  a  Crown  grant  for  the  land.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  if  the  company  could  pro- 
duce 50  tons  of  iron  they  could  produce  100 
tons.  If  the  House  threw  out  the  Bill,  it 
would  have  to  refund  to  the  company  the  money 
they  had  laid  out  on  the  land,  because  if  the 
company  did  not  get  the  land  nobody  else  could 
get  It.  He  thought  the  motion  ought  to  be 
agreed  to. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  amendment  made  by 
the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Taranaki  Smelting 
Works  Bill  be  a^eed  to  ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         ..:         80 


Majority  against ... 


10 


Ars. 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Dr.  Henf-y, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  McLean, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Baxlf, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  RoUestOD, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Teller*, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Murray. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Travers. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  KELLY  moved.  That  Messrs.  Reynolds 
and  Travers  and  the  mover  be  appointed  Mana- 
gers to  draw  up  reasons. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  he  understood  that  some  mem- 
bers who  voted  with  the  "Noes"  on  the  occasion 
of  the  last  division  had  been  misled  by  other  mem- 
bers telling  them  that  there  was  a  provision  in  the 
original  Act  by  which  100  tons  of  iron  were  to  bo 
smelted,  and  that  the  company  had  broken  their 
agreement  in  that  respect.  Such  a  statement  was 
wholly  incorrect.  The  company  had  broken  no 
agreement  except  a  technical  provision  as  to  the 
amount  of  capital.  They  had  spent  more  monejr 
than  they  were  bound  to  do,  and  the  only  provi- 
sion which  had  been  left  out  of  the  Bill  was  a 
provision  that  they  should  be  suooeesful  in  their 
operations.    It  was  most  unfair  that  the  oolonj 
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should  take  up  a  technical  question  and  refuse  to 
cairy  out  its  obligations. 

Question  pat,  "  That  Messrs.  Reynolds,  Travers, 
and  Kelly  be  appointed  Managers  to  confer  with 
the  Legislative  Council ;  "  upon  which  a  division 
was  caUed  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         27 

Noee         25 


Majority  for 

Aybs. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  O'Borke, 

Mr.Barff, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Travers, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Reynolds. 

No 

B8. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Fox, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Wooloock. 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Telleri. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Macfarhme, 

Mr.  Stout. 

The  motion  'was  consequently  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  LIST  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — In  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  I  may  say  that  a  discussion  has 
already  taken  place  on  the  subject  to  which  it 
refers,  and  I  thmk  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me 
to  make  any  remarks  upon  it.  I  will  therefore 
content  myself  by  simply  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  the  object  of  'Wbich  is  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  Ministers. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion.  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  may  go  into 
Committee  on  the  Bill, 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said,— I  hope  that  the  House 
will  not  agree  to  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  salary  mentioned  would  be 
sufficient  to  keep  Ministers  in  the  position  they 
ought  to  occupy.  No  doubt  it  showed  good  feel- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  present  Ministers  to  propose 
such  a  change,  and  I  hope  the  Ministry  will  con- 
tinue in  office  for  many  years.  No  doubt,  if  the 
Bill  is  carried,  the  rremier  will  maintain  the 
office  with  that  di^ty  which  becomes  it ;  but 
there  may  be  Mimsters  coming  after  him  who 
would  not  be  in  a  position  to  do  so.  I  therefore 
Jfr.  8i<mi 


move,  That  the  Bill  be  ordered  to  be  committed 
this  day  three  months. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  also  hope  the  House 
will  not  agree  to  this  Bill  being  passed.  In  my 
opinion  the  proposal  is  a  mere  affectation  dT 
economy.  It  may  be  all  very  well  for  a  gentle- 
man who  is  in  receipt  of  a  pension  of  £1,000  a 
year  from  the  public  funds,  and  who  has  an 
ample  private  fortune  besides,  to  make  such  a 
proposal ;  but  I  will  say  this  with  absolute  cer- 
tainty :  that  no  gentleman  can  occupy  the  por- 
tion of  Minister  in  this  town  upon  £1,000  a  year ; 
and  I  speak  from  some  experience  on  the  matter. 
The  same  testimony,  I  am  sure,  will  be  received 
from  any  gentleman  who  may  have  occupied  the 
position  of  a  Minister.  If  it  is  desirable  that 
Ministers  should  live  in  cheap  lodgings  and  be 
separated  from  their  fanailies,  or  that  they  should 
be  men  of  large  and  independent  meuis,  then 
I  can  understand  the  proposal;  but  I  think  it 
would  be  unwise  economy  to  tLsk  public  men  to 
occupy  such  positions  at  pecuniary  loss  to  them- 
selves. There  are  very  few  in  this  House  who 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  House  who  can 
occupy  such  positions  except  at  great  personal 
inconvenience.  I  do  not  beheve  there  is  on  those 
benches  one  gentleman  who  is  not  sacrificing  a 
great  deal  of  personal  comfort  in  order  to  serve 
the  country.  Unless  we  desire  to  confine  the 
Ministerial  benches  to  gentlemen  of  one  class,  it 
will  be  quite  impossible  to  obtain  gentlemen  to 
act  as  Ministers  if  the  salaries  are  reduced  in 
this  way.  The  choice  at  present  is  rather  limited. 
There  is  now  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining 
gentlemen  to  occupy  the  position  of  Ministers. 
A  very  large  number  of  gentlemen  are  not  in  a 
position  to  do  it ;  and  when  Ministries  are  being 
formed  those  gentlemen  constantlv  refuse  to  ac- 
cept office  from  various  motives,  but  chiefly  be- 
cause they  are  not  yet  sufficiently  independent 
to  be  able  to  leave  their  businesses  to  undertake 
the  work  of  the  country.  I  hope  that  the  House 
will  not,  in  a  fit  of  false  economy,  rush  into  this 
reduction  of  salaries  as  proposed  by  Ministers. 

Mr.  STOUT.- 1  beg  to  move.  That  the  debate 
be  adjourned.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  will  be  a 
rather  long  debate,  and  we  desire  to  get  the  Land 
Bill  passed  through  the  House.  From  the  state- 
ments which  have  been  made,  there  is  likely  to  be 
a  long  debate  on  this  matter.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  some  compromise  might  be  arrived  at.  I 
think  that  the  salaries  might  be  lowered,  but  that 
the  Premier  should  have  a  higher  salary  than  his 
colleagues.  They  should  not  oe  treated  all  alike  j 
there  should  be  a  variation.  I  also  think  that 
now,  as  the  Abolition  Act  has  come  into  force, 
more  Ministers  will  really  be  required  to  under- 
take the  work  of  the  various  departments.  My 
own  opinion  is  that  there  ought  to  be  one  or  two 
Ministers  always  travelling.  If  you  have  only 
two  or  three  Ministers  in  Wellington,  all  tlie 
work  is  cast  upon  them,  and  the  work  cannot  be 
well  done.  I  notice,  from  the  announcements  in 
the  Gazette,  that  one  Minister  has  to  take  in 
hand  the  duties  of  two  or  three  offices  at  the 
same  time ;  and  Cabinet  meetings  cannot  be  held 
when  there  are  not  the  proper  number  of  Minis- 
ters present  in  Wellington.    There  ought  to  bo 
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an  addition  to  the  nmnber  of  MiniBten,  and  I 
think  that  the  Premier  ought  to  hare  a  higher 
salary  than  the  other  Ministers.  In  order  that 
honorable  members  may  have  time  to  consider 
the  matter,  I  more,  That  the  debate  be  adjourned 
until  this  evening  at  nine  o'clock.  If  the  matter 
is  discussed  now,  the  result  will  probably  be  that 
the  Land  Bill  will  be  lost  altogether.  I  hope 
that  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  will  be  agreed 
to  without  any  further  discussion. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  think  it  better  that  the 
question  should  be  settled  at  once.  It  has  already 
been  moved  that  the  Bill  be  committed  this 
day  three  months.  I  do  not  say  that  I  go  that 
length,  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  alter  the  BilL 
I  am  thoroughly  opposed  to  the  reduction  of 
Mim'sters'  ssJanes.  I  can  speak  quite  disin- 
terestedly, because  when  I  left  the  Qt)Temment  I 
then  stated  that  nothing  would  induce  me  to  be- 
come a  Minister  again  under  any  circumstances. 
I  found  it  to  be  very  inconvenient  to  reside  in 
Wellington  away  from  home.  If  the  House 
once  agrees  to  reducing  Ministers'  salaries  it  will 
confine  the  selection  to  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
Wellington.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  the  salary 
proposed  will  not  meet  the  expense  of  Ministers 
coming  from  other  provinces  to  Wellington.  I 
will  say  nothing  about  the  Premier  beins  put  in  a 
different  position  from  that  of  other  Ministers. 
I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  it.  The  object  for 
which  a  higher  salary  was  given  to  the  Premier 
was  that  he  might  be  able  to  entertain.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  the  Premier 
being  put  in  a  position  to  entertain.  There  is 
another  reason  why  I  would  not  like  the  Bill  to 
be  thrown  out :  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  that 
■ome  arrangement  should  be  made  in  order  that 
there  may  be  another  member  of  the  Ministry  in 
the  Ledslative  Council.  I  think  it  might  be 
arranged  that  a  gentleman  could  be  sworn  into 
the  Executive  Council  without  portfolio. 

Sir  G.  GEEY. — Before  the  debate  is  a^'oumed, 
I  wish  to  make  an  explanation  with  reference  to 
remarks  personal  to  myself.  The  House  has  been 
told  that  it  is  all  very  well  that  a  gentleman  who 
if  in  possession  of  a  pension  of  £1,000  a  jrear 
•bould  come  forward  with  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
That  is  an  absolute  misrepresentation.  In  point 
of  fact,  I  should  lose  half  the  amount  of  the 
■alary  that  would  be  given  to  me  as  Premier  if  it 
be  fixed  at  £1,000  a  year,  or  at  whatever  amount 
it  might  be  fixed,  and  should  not  be  as  well  off 
as  Civil  servants  of  the  colony,  who  retain  their 
full  pensions  even  if  taken  into  the  Ministry. 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  unfair  to  misrepresent 
xny  position,  and  then  to  base  upon  that  mis- 

S)resentation  a  statement  that  I  can  very  well 
brd  to  propose  such  a  measure  as  this.  I  can 
only  say  that,  whatever  my  position  might  be,  I 
should,  at  a  time  when  economy  is  so  necessary, 
make  the  recommendation  which  I  have  made. 
Unless  Ministers  themselves  set  an  example  of 
economy  there  can  be  no  hope  of  efficiently  carry- 
ing it  out.  I  shall  say  no  more  at  present,  and 
have  only  said  so  much  because  I  did  not  like  to 
remain  for  a  moment  under  an  imputation  which 
I  did  not  deserve. 
Debate  a^'oumed. 


LAND  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  recommitted 
to  consider,  amongst  other  matters,  Appendix  K, 
section  8, 

Mr.  LUMSDEN  said  that  under  the  land  laws 
of  Southland  in  1864  the  runs  were  held  under 
licenses  for  fixed  terms.  At  that  time  it  was 
desirable  to  offer  more  land  for  settlement, 
with  a  view  of  raising  the  revenue  of  the  pro- 
vince. There  were  two  ways  of  doing  that. 
One  was  to  proclaim  new  hundreds,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be  to  cancel  five  or  six  leases. 
The  other  was  the  plan  ^iren  effect  to  by  the 
Act  of  1865 — namely,  to  give  free  selection  over 
the  whole  of  Southland  at  a  fixed  price  per  acre. 
This  practically  opened  up  the  whole  of  the 
coimtry,  and  put  it  in  the  same  position  as  if 
new  hundreds  had  been  proclaimed.  The  run- 
holders  complained  that  they  would  be  in  a 
worse  position  than  under  the  old  law;  and  a 
clause  was  introduced  into  the  Act  by  which  they 
became  entitled  to  ten  years'  extension,  to  bf  added 
to  the  unexpired  term  of  their  leases  in  Decem- 
ber, 1875.  This  practically  f;ave  the  runholders 
the  following  tenure  of  their  leases :  To  6,  16 
years  j  to  11,  16  years  j  to  11, 17  years  j  to  6, 18 
years ;  and  to  2, 19  years.  These  were  facte  which 
be  wished  to  put  honorable  members  in  posseision 
of  in  order  that  they  might  see  that  the  run- 
holders  of  Southland  were  in  a  different  position 
from  those  in  Canterbury,  and  had  no  right  to 
claim  any  extension  of  their  leases. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  could  corroborate  what 
was  said  by  the  honorable  member  for  .Inver- 
oarffill.  He  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
ruimolders  in  Southland  were  not  in  the  same 
position  as  those  in  Canterbury,  because  their 
leases  were  for  a  definite  term,  and  therefore  they 
had  not  the  same  claim  as  the  Canterbury  run- 
holders.  He  should  not  feel  warranted,  under 
these  circumstonces,  in  voting  for  any  extension 
of  their  leases ;  but  he  took  the  opportunity  to 
say  that  he  thought  the  Government  ought  to 
d^  fairly  and  equiteblv  with  the  runholders. 
H  any  of  them  showea  that  they  had  made 
valuable  improvemente  on  the  runs — ^by  sowing 
English  grasses,  for  instence — which  would  in- 
crease the  permanent  value  of  the  runs,  and  had 
not  had  time  to  recoup  themselves,  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  that  into  consideration  and  give 
them  some  compensation  by  way  of  tenant  right, 
which  would  have  to  be  paid  for  by  the  next 
tenant.  He  also  thought,  although  there  was 
no  claim  for  an  extension  of  the  leases  of  the 
runs,  that  something  should  be  done,  in  those 
parte  of  Southland  and  Otego  where  the  rabbit 
nuisance  was  very  prevalent,  to  encourage  the 
pastoral  tenante  to  destroy  the  rabbits  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years  of  their  leases ;  other- 
wise the  rabbits  would  be  allowed  to  increase  to 
such  an  extent  that  when  the  runs  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  Gbvernment  the  country 
would  be  in  a  desolate  state,  and  it  would  he 
difficult  to  get  tenants  on  any  terms  that  would 
be  profiteble  to  the  Government.  It  would  be 
obvious  that  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  of 
his  lease  the  runholder  would  have  no  incentive 
to  keep  down  the   rabbito.     The  Government 
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might  remit  a  portion  of  the  assessment  on  con- 
dition that  the  money  was  spent  in  killing 
rabbits.  If  it  was  not  thought  desirable  to  do 
this  through  the  agency  of  the  runholders,  some 
other  means  should  be  adopted  to  keep  down 
the  rabbits  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  of 
the  lease ;  otherwise  the  runs  would  come  back  in 
an  utterly  ruined  condition. 

Mr.  EOLLSSTON  thought  that  on  an  occa- 
sion like  this  the  House  naturally  expected  to 
receive  some  statement  from  the  Minister  for 
Lands  as  to  the  course  tbe  GoTcmment  intended 
to  pursue  with  regard  to  the  general  question  of 
the  administration  of  the  waste  lands.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  since  the  Land  Bill  went  through 
Committee  a  rery  considerable  chanee  had  come 
over  the  spirit  of  the  dream  of  Ministers,  and 
Tery  great  uncertainty  existed  in  the  minds  of 
members  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Gbremment 
in  regard  to  that  Bill.  They  desired  to  know 
whether  the  Gt>Temment  intended  to  brin^  down 
a  fresh  Bill,  how  they  intended  to  deal  with  the 
classification  of  the  lands,  and  were  waiting  for 
information  on  a  number  of  other  questions 
which  naturally  depended  upon  the  broad  fact 
that  the  Government  had  announced  their  inten- 
tion to  generalize  tbe  Land  Fund.  He  honed 
the  Minister  for  Lands  would  afford  some  infor- 
mation as  to  the  intentions  of  the  GoTemment 
in  regard  to  these  matters.  It  was  the  more 
necessary  that  they  should  have  this  information 
because  they  were  now  asked  to  go  on  with  the 
Land  Bill.  The  Bill  was  a  great  piece  of  work. 
The  Waste  Lands  Committee  and  tne  House  had 
devoted  a  mat  deal  of  care  to  tbe  consideration 
of  the  Bill,  and  it  was  not  nnnatund  that  they 
should  feel  a  corresponding  interest  in  its  fate. 
They  had  had  scraps  of  information  from  every 
Minister.  On  the  previous  day  they  had  from 
the  Postmaster-General  a  very  interesting  state- 
ment which  excited  their  curiosity  as  to  what 
was  intended  to  be  done  with  a  large  portion 
of  the  Bill  affecting  the  pastoral  interest,  which 
was  regarded  as  passed  by  a  large  majority 
of  tbe  House.  They  had  also  had  various 
utterances  from  other  Ministers.  It  was  the 
Kative  Minister,  he  thought,  who  said  that  mem- 
bers on  his  side  of  tbe  House  were  as  anxious 
to  see  the  Bill  parsed  as  members  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  House;  and  they  had  had 
statements  of  rarious  degrees  of  ambiguity  from 
the  Premier.  It  was  not  unreasonable,  therefore, 
to  ask  the  Minister  for  Lands  to  make  some  state- 
ment as  to  what  was  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MACAKDREW  thought  it  might  be  re- 
,  garded  as  fortunate  that  the  Minister  for  Lands 
was  not  gifted  with  the  cacoeihes  loquendi  to 
such  a  degree  as  some  other  honorable  members ; 
otherwise  he  might  say  something  more  upon  tbe 
subject  than  would  be  edifying  to  those  honor- 
able gentlemen.  It  was  very  evident  that  if  the 
House  accepted  the  land  policy  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment it  would  be  necessary  to  bring  down  an 
entirely  new  Bill,  but  it  was  absurd  to  expect 
him  or  any  other  member  of  the  Government  to 
explain  the  minutia  of  the  Bill  at  that  moment. 
It  would  take  months  to  prepare  a  Bill  to  em- 
Mr,  Sod^kinson 


body  the  detaib  of  one  uniform  land  law  tcfr  the 
whole  colony ;  but  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  only  wait  a  little  time  he  would  see  a  Bill 
introduced  wbich  would  fully  indicate  the  nature 
and  effect  of  the  policy  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  antici- 
pate what  the  new  Land  Bill  would  contain,  as 
the  Bill,  when  brought  down,  would  speak  for 
itself.  In  the  meantime  it  would  be  advanta- 
geous that  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  should 
be  passed.  Although  he  had  said  that  he  was  not 
enamoured  of  it,  there  were  many  good  tbin^  in 
it,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  become 
law. 

Mr.  STOUT  hoped  that  the  motion  to  commit 
the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  section 
8,  Appendix  K,  would  be  negatived.  After  what 
had  been  said  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Invercai^ill,  he  did  not  think  that  the  pastoral 
tenants  of  Southland  had  any  right  to  be  con* 
sidered  as  standing  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
Canterbury  runholders. 

Mr.  MACANDKEW  said  he  had  intended  to 
have  referred  to  that  part  of  the  question  re- 
lating to  the  renewal  of  the  Southland  leasee. 
The  Government  did  not  intend  to  support  any 
proposal  of  the  kind.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Riverton  that  the  rabbit 
nuisance  was  a  serious  matter,  so  much  so  that  it 
was  a  puzzle  to  understand  how  to  deal  with  it ; 
but  he  did  not  think  the  evil  would  be  met  by 
granting  an  extension  of  the  leases. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON  said  he  did  not  suggest 
that. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that,  if  the  House 
did  anything  in  tbe  matter,  it  would  be  better  to 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  extermination 
of  the  rabbits.  He  saw  fio  objection  to  devoting 
the  rents  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  to  the 
purpose,  but  it  would  haVe  to  be  done  by  means 
of  the  Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  that  as  the  clause  had 
been  struck  out  it  would  be  unwise  to  reinsert  it. 
As  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverton,  he  did  not  understand  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  argue  that  the  leases  of  the  South- 
hmd  runholders  should  be  extended  on  account 
of  the  rabbit  nuisance,  nor  was  he  aware  that  any 
of  the  Southland  runholders  had  applied  for  an 
extension  of  their  leases  on  that  or  any  other 
pretence.  Their  leases  were  so  clear  that  he 
did  not  think  any  of  them  had  ever  thought 
of  making  such  an  application.  It  was  the 
claim  of  uie  Canterbury  runholders  that  led  to 
the  question  being  raised;  but  the  two  cases 
were  entirely  different.  As  had  been  stated  by 
tbe  honorable  member  for  InvercargiU,  they  had 
a  certain  term  to  begin  with,  but  it  was  found 
necessary  to  amend  me  Land  Act  under  which 
they  held  their  licenses,  and  another  Act  vras 
passed  which  made  it  optional  with  the  run- 
holders to  sfl^  whether  they  would  come  under 
it  or  not.  Those  who  did  received  an  extension 
of  tbeir  licenses  for  ten  years.  The  honorable 
member  for  InvercargiU  was  scarcely  correct 
when  he  said  that  they  received  an  extension  of 
sixteen  or  eighteen  years. 
Mr.  LU^DEN  said  he  did  not  say  that.    He 
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•aid  that  practical]  j  their  leases  extended  to  six- 
teen, eighteen,  and  nineteen  years. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  he  knew  the  honorahle 
gentleman  was  quite  familiar  with  the  nature  of 
the  arrangement.  With  regard  to  the  rabhit 
question,  it  would  be  very  wrong  to  offer  an 
extension  of  the  leases  simply  because  the  runs 
bad  become  infested  with  rabbits  while  in  the 
possession  of  the  runholders.  They  could  avail 
themselfes  of  a  clause  which  enabled  them  to 
purchase  the  pick  of  their  runs  at  £1  an  acre,  and 
if  other  persons  purchased  they  received  compen- 
sation up  to  a  certain  amount.  In  cases  where 
they  purchased  themselves  they  received  back  part 
of  4he  £1  an  acre  as  compensation ;  but  nobody 
could  blame  them  for  that,  because  the  law  allowed 
it.  He  thought  it  wou)d  be  found  that  if  the 
rents  were  remitted  on  account  of  the  rabbits 
there  would  be  quite  a«  many  rabbits  when  the 
runs  were  given  up  as  there  would  be  if  no 
remission  had  been  made.  He  did  not  believe 
the  runholders  were  in  a  position  to  cope  with 
the  rabbit  nuisance,  and  the  longer  the  runs 
remained  in  their  hands  the  greater  the  nui- 
sance would  become.  They  said  they  had  suf- 
fered severely  from  the  raraees  of  the  rabbits, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  it ;  but  they  were  only  pay- 
ing 2d.  an  acre  for  the  hmd,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  rabbit  nuisance,  he  believed  they  could  to- 
morrow lease  some  of  the  runs  at  2s.  an  acre 
instead  of  2d.  Some  of  those  who  cried  out  most 
were  the  very  eentlemen  who  would  gladly  pay 
2s.  rather  than  lose  the  land  they  now  hold  at  2d.' 
He  trusted  the  House  would  not  go  into  Com- 
mittee to  consider  section  8  of  Appendix  K. 

Motion  to  redommit  the  Bill  for  the  purpose 
of  reconsidering  section  8,  Appendix  E,  nega- 
tived. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Appendix  0-,  section  1. — Uniform  price  of  rural 
lands. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing proviso  to  the  clause :  "  Provided  always  that 
this  section  shall  not  apply  to  pastoral  lands  set 
aside  for  sale  on  deferred  payments." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  so  added ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called'  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         31 

Noes         32 


Majority  against... 


1 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mi>.  Bryce, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hursthoose, 
Mr.  Joyce, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 


Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Larnach, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 


Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Stout. 
Noes. 

Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Travers, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Williams. 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray- Ay nsley, 
Mr.  RoUeston. 
Pais. 
For.  Against. 

Mr.  Montgomery.  |    Mr.  Pyke. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

CIVIL  LIST  BILL. 

ADJOUBNBD  DEBATE. 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  have  no  more  remarks  to 
make  upon  this  Bill  beyond  what  I  have  already 
said.  I  hope  the  alteration  I  suggested  will  be 
carried  out  in  Committee — namely,  that  there 
shall  be  some  difference  in  the  ssJary  of  the 
Premier.  I  am  not  opposed  to  the  reduction 
of  the  salaries,  but  I  think,  seeing  the  great 
amount  of  work  thrown  upon  the  Government, 
there  should  be  an  additional  Minister.  There 
will  be  far  more  work  to  do  next  year  than  there 
has  been  this,  and  we  find  even  now  that  there  is 
almost  always  one  of  the  Ministry  laid  up  from 
overwork.  That  applies  to  both  the  present  and 
the  lato  Ministry.  As  to  any  effect  which  an 
additional  Minister  would  have  upon  the  voting 

rwer,  I  think  there  is  nothing  in  the  argument, 
have  seen  five  members  of  a  Government  in 
a  Piofincial  Council  which  only  numbered  fortv- 
eight  members,  and,  if  there  were  seven  or  eignt 
Ministers  in  this  House,  with  its  eighty -seven 
members  it  would  not  make  any  difference  in 
that  respect.  I  shall  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki. 

Mr.  HODGKINSON.— I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment,  and  support  the  Bill  as  stronely 
as  I  can.  I  think  the  opposition  to  this  Bill  is 
altogether  out  of  place.  The  salary  fixed  by  the 
Bill  is  very  ample.  I  believe  that  for  years  past 
the  system  of  extravagance  into  which  we  have 
been  attracted  has  been  quite  unwarrantable  for  a 
colony  BO  small  as  this  in  age  and  population. 
The  salary  of  £1,000  a  year  is  double  what  the 
Governors  of  some  of  the  United  States  get. 
For  instance,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  with  a  population  of  five  millionsi  doei  not 
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Sit  more  than  £800  a  year,  and  some  of  the  State 
oyemon  only  get  £600  ;  and  in  the  adfaneed 
state  of  civilization  in  America  people  lire  in  a 
■trie  far  exceeding  anything  in  the  Australian 
colonies,  and  yet  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  able  to  get  men  of  the  greatest  ability  to  act 
as  Goremors  at  low  salaries.  The  two  last  can- 
didates for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Tilden  and  Mr.  Hayes,  were  both  Qoyemors 
of  States— one  of  New  York  and  the  other  of 
Ohio — and  they  were  not  receiving  more  than 
a  quarter  of  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  received.  Therefore,  if  it  is  argued  that 
in  order  to  get  good  men  you  must  give  large 
salaries  I  think  it  is  a  great  mistake.  In  fact, 
I'beliefe  the  reyerse  to  be  the  case,  and  that  you 
are  likely  to  get  much  worse  men,  because  mgh 
salaries  are  a  great  temptation  to  men  to  aspire 
to  office  and  get  upon  tne  GK>Temment  benches 
by  means  which  are  not  very  worthy,  and  once 
there  it  makes  them  exceedingly  unwilling  to 
leaTe.  The  whole  of  the  arguments  used  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  are  based  upon  the 
supposition  that  our  public  men  are  a  set  of 
hirelings,  and  that  they  will  not  do  anything 
except  for  pa^.  I  hare  sometimes  said  rather 
severe  things  in  this  House,  but  I  do  not  belieye 
that  of  the  public  men  of  New  Zealand.  I  be- 
lieve some  of  them  will  be  glad  to  serve  their 
'  country  as  Ministers  on  the  same  grounds  that 
men  act  as  members  of  the  Assembly — that  they 
do  not  look  to  the  position  as  a  means  of  living, 
and  all  they  want  is  a  moderate  recompense  for 
their  services  and  loss  of  time.  I  think  that  the 
allowance  here  proposed  is  ample  for  that.  An- 
other point  raised  is  that  there  should  be  an 
additional  sum  for  the  Premier.  That  is  not  a 
matter  I  like  to  lay  much  stress  upon,  and  if  it 
is  thought  advisable  to  give  the  Premier  a  higher 
salary  I  shall  not  object,  unless  it  is  done  on  the 
ffround  which  has  been  alleged  by  one  or  two 
honorable  members — ^namely,  that  it  should  be 
given  to  him  in  order  to  enable  him  to  enter- 
tain and  to  show  liospitality.  That  would  be  a 
reason  why  I  should  vote  against  it.  I  think  the 
onlv  person  in  this  colony  who  should  entertain 
and  show  hospitality  is  the  Governor,  and  a 
Minister  should  only  do  as  they  do  in  England — 
entertain  his  friends :  all  the  rest  should  be  done 
by  the  Governor  and  the  Speaker,  who  should 
receive  additional  salary  for  that  purpose.  I  do 
not  wish  to  rake  up  the  past,  but  I  think  every 
one  must  admit  that  this  sort  of  entertainment 
during  the  term  of  office  of  a  late  Premier 
had  considerable  influence  on  the  votes  in  this 
House.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my 
belief  of  that  fact,  and  I  know  something  of 
human  nature.  We  are  all  human,  and  when 
gentlemen  from  the  counti^  are  entertained  in 
this  way  it  has  an  effect  which  it  should  not  have 
on  the  votes  in  this  House.  There  is  another 
point  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer,  and  that 
IS  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Minister 
or  two  Under  Secretaries.  I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  for  that,  and  I  am  sotry  that  the 
question  should  have  been  raised,  because  it 
implies  the  perpetuity  of  the  state  in  which  we 
Mr,  Modffkinaon 


find  ourselves—a  complete  system  of  oentralisa- 
tion  under  which  every  (question,  small  and  greats 
is  to  be  referred  to  this  House  for  all  time  to 
come.  I  hope  that  when  tiie  new  Parliament 
meets  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  some  change 
will  be  effected  by  which  this  House  will  be 
relieved  of  a  vast  quantity  of  the  work — what 
I  may  call  the  local  work — ^whidi  it  is  now  called 
upon  to  do,  and  which  was  formerly  done  by  die 
Provincial  Councils.  Some  kind  of  macmnery 
will  have  to  be  constructed  by  means  of  whidi  a 
good  deal  of  that  work  will  be  taken  from  the 
House.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  any  good 
would  result  from  discussing  that  matter  now ; 
it  can  beet  be  done  when  Uie  new  Parliament 
meets.  In  the  meantime  I  should  not  be  dis- 
posed to  support  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
Minister.  I  hope  that  next  year  some  means  will 
be  devised  for  relieving  Ministers  of  a  great  deal 
of  the  work  they  now  have  to  do.  I  shall  rote 
for  the  Bill,  and  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— I  shall  vote  with  the  Ck>. 
vemment  on  this  Bill,  and  I  may  say  that  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  Premier  should  receive  a 
higher  salary  than  any  other  Minister.  At  tJie 
same  time,  I  think  that  Ministerial  residenoea 
or  liberal  allowances  for  house  rent  should  be 
made  to  those  Ministers  who  are  not  resi- 
dent in  Wellington,  so  that  they  may  be  able 
to  bring  their  families  here  with  them.  Unleaa 
you  give  a  residence  or  liberal  house-allowaiioe 
you  cannot  induce  gentlemen  who  live  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony  to  take  office.  They  du^tJd 
be  provided  with  the  means  of  getting  soitable 
residences  for  themselves  and  their  families.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  in  regard  to  the  Ministerial  residenoea.  I 
think  that  gentlemen  who  do  not  live  in  Welling- 
ton should  certainly  receive  some  house  or  extra 
allowance  when  they  accept  office,  for,  as  I  have 
already  said,  if  they  do  not  there  wrill  be  a  great 
difficulty  in  getting  gentlemen  who  are  eminently 
qualified  to  hold  ofSoe,  and  who  happen  to  lire 
in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  to  join  the  Govern- 
ment. 1  hope  that  when  the  Bill  is  in  Com- 
mittee the  Government  will  see  their  way  to  do 
something  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  was  not  surprised  at  the  tone 
adopted  by  the  honorable  member  for  Riverton 
to-night.  The  other  night  I  heard  the  honorable 
eentleman  say  that  money  was  very  useful;  bat 
mere  are  some  things  that  are  veiy  offensive  and 
not  very  useful,  and  that  does  not  always  apidy 
to  money.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  proponis 
contained  in  this  Bill,  but  I  admit  thi^,  if  the 
Government  wish  to  make  themselves  popular 
with  the  unthinking,  they  could  not  have  adopted 
a  better  course  than  tms.  They  could  not  do 
anything  better  than  say  to  the  electors,  **See, 
we  wish  to  be  economical;  we  are  a  Govern- 
ment who  will  carry  on  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  country  at  a  saving  of  so  nmny 
thousands  per  annum."  But,  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
the  people  of  this  country  are  to  be  led  away  by 
such  a  cry  as  that.  Of  course  I  do  not  say  that 
this  measure  is  brought  forward  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  gaining  popularity,  but  it  certainly  has 
a  tendency  that  way.      No  doubt  the  people 
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outside  the  House  will  consider  that  £1,000  a 
year  is  a  sufficient  salary  for  a  Minister.  I 
think  that  one  of  the  great  mistakes  of  demo- 
cracies is  that  they  are  rather  too  niggardly  in 
regard  to  the  payment  of  their  puhlic  men.  It 
appears  to  me  that  that  is  a  weakness  of  demo- 
cracies. I  do  dbt  think  the  salaries  of  Ministers 
are  too  high,  considering  the  personal  incon- 
Tenience  to  which  they  must  he  put  in  coming 
to  Wellington  from  their  homes.  Of  course  it 
will  he  different  if  the  Gbrernment  is  to  he  com- 
posed of  members  who  belong  to  Wellington.  I 
say  that,  taking  into  consideration  the  inconre- 
nience  Ministers  who  live  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony  hare  to  submit  to,  the  salaries  at  present 
paid  are  not  at  all  too  high.  If  they  are  engaged 
in  business  in  other  parts  of  the  colony  they  have 
to  neglect  it  and  come  to  Wellington,  and  for  no 
certamty  either,  for  they  are  never  sure  of  re- 
maining in  office  twelve  months :  in  fact,  they 
run  the  risk  of  being  turned  out  of  office  at  any 
moment.  AU  these  things  have  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  discussing  a  matter  of  this  kind, 
and  in  my  opinion  the  salaries  those  gentlemen 
now  receive  are  not  at  all  too  high.  Let  us  take 
the  case  of  the  late  Superintendents  of  Provinces. 
They  received  about  »1,000  a  year  each  :  in  fact, 
the  Superintendent  of  Otago,  the  present  Minis- 
ter for  Lands,  received  £1,200  a  year  at  one 
time.  I  would  ask  him  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  for  him,  from  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
to  live  at  home  with  that  salary  than  to  hare  to 
come  up  here  to  live,  even  if  he  got  twice  the 
amount.  I  sav  he  would  be  far  better  off,  be- 
cause he  would  be  able  to  conduct  his  own  busi- 
ness, and  would  not  have  to  put  up  with  all  the 
inconveniences  of  removing  his  home.  I  intend 
to  vote  against  this  proposal,  and  I  do  so  without 
having  any  personal  feelings  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject. None  of  us  know  how  long  we  may  be 
members  of  this  House  —  we  mav  at  any  mo- 
ment be  sent  to  the  right-about :  m  fact,  we  on 
this  side  of  the  House  are  led  to  believe  that  we 
shall  never  be  returned  to  the  House  again. 
Therefore  I  am  quite  disinterested  in  this  matter. 
We  are  told  that  the  people  have  no  confidence 
in  ns,  and  that  they  believe  all  the  good  is  on  the 
side  of  the  presenfGovemment.  The  result  will 
be,  I  suppose,  that  the  next  Parliament  will  be 
composed  entirely  of  persons  holding  the  views 
of  the  present  Government,  and  I  think  the 
proper  time  to  consider  this  question  will  be  when 
the  new  Parliament  meets. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— After  the  able  speech  which 
we  have  lust  heard  from  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Taieri  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  gire  his 
vote  in  the  direction  he  has  indicated.  The 
honorable  gentleman  says  that  in  all  probability 
many  menibers  on  his  side  of  the  House  will 
not  again  be  returned  by  the  electors.  It  would 
be  a  matter  of  much  regret  if  he,  and  some  of 
those  gentlemen  around  him,  should  disappear 
from  this  House.  He  has  for  some  time  suffered 
all  the  anxiety  attendant  upon  office,  and  all  the 
pecunianr  losses  and  inconveniences  attached 
thereto,  but  at  the  same  time  he  has  never  shown 
any  inclination  to  escape  from  them.  I  notice 
that  the  same  feeling  seems  to  have  actuated  the 


honorable  gentlemen  who  sit  round  him.  He 
states  that  the  country  should  not  be  niggardly 
in  paying  its  public  men — that  it  should  estimate 
them  at  a  proper  value,  and  pay  them  accord- 
ingly. The  honorable  gentleman  will  recollect 
that  while  he  was  in  office  he  and  his  colleagues 
drew  just  ten  times  the  amount  by  way  of  salaries 
that  was  allowed  to  other  members  of  the  House, 
thereby  showing  that,  in  his  opinion,  their  ser- 
vices were  worth  ten  times  as  much  as  those  of 
other  members  of  the  House.  This  shows  a 
spirit  of  great  liberality.  While  each  member 
of  the  Government  was  drawing  a  large  salary 
and  a  liberal  house  allowance,  the  other  mem- 
bers were  only  receiving  £160  for  the  services 
they  were  rendering.  As  the  late  Gt)vemment 
believed  that  their  services  were  worth  ten  times 
as  much  as  those  of  other  honorable  members,  I 
do  not  wonder  that  they  insisted  on  forcing  them- 
selves on  the  country  as  long  as  they  possibly 
could.  With  regard  to  this^  Bill,  I  think  it  comes 
with  a  good  grace  from  the  present  Gt>vemment, 
and  it  shall  have  my  support.  I  do  not  think 
it  has  been  brought  forward  by  them  from  the 
mean  and  contemptible  motive  which  has  been 
attributed  to  them  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri.  The  present  Government  do  not  call 
themselves  patriots,  and  I  do  not  believe  they 
have  brought  forward  this  measure  for  the  pur- 
pose referred  to  by  him.  I  think  the  community 
at  large  formed  a  very  correct  estimate  of  the 
gentlemen  who  lately  occupied  those  benches, 
and  I  believe  they  are  rejoiced  to  think  they 
have  got  rid  of  them.  I  believe  that  the  publio 
will  take  this  as  showing  an  earnest  and  sincere 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  present  Gt>vemment  to 
retrench,  and  I  think  they^  have  commenced  re- 
trenchment at'  the  right  place  —  namely,  by 
beginning  with  themselves. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— Sir,. I  intend  to  support 
this  Bill  in  its  present  shape.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  members  of  the  Government  put  them- 
selves to  a  very  great  deal  of  personal  incon- 
venience. That  remark  was  made  specially  by 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Taien,  who  laid 
great  stress  on  it ;  but  I  should  like  to  know  who 
does  not  put  himself  to  a  great  deal  of  personid 
inconvenience  in  coming  to  this  House.  I  con- 
sider that  that  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  be  left 
entirely  out  of  consideration  in  discussing  this 
question.  Of  course  some  members  may  sustain 
no  loss  whatever  in  comine  to  this  House.  Their 
affairs  may  be  of  such  a  cnaracter  that  they  lose 
nothing  by  their  absence  from  their  homes.  To 
other  members,  however,  the  loss  may  nOt  be 
capable  of  being  estimated  by  thousands  of 
pounds;  so  that  I  consider  the  question  of  the 
inconvenience  to  which  members  may  be  put  by 
coming  here  must  not  be  considered.  I  imagine 
that,  as  a  rule,  it  is  fully  as  inconvenient  for 
members  of  the  House  to  leave  their  homes  as 
it  is  for  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  because,  as  a 
rule,  it  would  be  easier  to  make  an*angehients  for 
being  absent  from  home  for  a  whole  year  than  for 
three  or  four  months  each  year.  Now  I  think  that 
£1,000  a  year  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  a  family  in  Wellington  or  anywhere  else. 
We  must  keep  the  question  of  personal  incon- 
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Tenionce  altogether  out  of  our  minda.  All  wo 
have  to  consider  is  whether  £1,000  a  year  is  a 
suflicient  sum  to  meet  the  expeuses  incidental  to 
the  maintenance  of  a  family  in  Wellington.  It 
was  said  in  the  House  tliis  afternoon  that  this 
matter  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  and 
one  honorable  gentleman  said  he  believed  that  if 
the  Committee  called  up  any  honorable  gentle- 
man who  had  been  a  member  of  the  QoTemment 
he  would  state  that  he  had  so  acted  at  a  loss. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS.—Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— The  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  says  "Hear,  hear."  If  he  lost 
anything  it  must  haye  been  because  he  was 
obliged  to  neglect  his  own  private  business  in 
another  part  of  the  colony,  and  that  is  an  ele> 
ment  which  we  ought  to  leave  out  of  considera- 
tion altogether.  Why,  when  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  Minister  he  lived  in  lodgings — 
e  occupied  no  Ministerial  residence ;  and  I  roust 
candidly  say  that  I  cannot  see  how  it  is  possible 
for  a  man,  living  in  lodgings  and  conducting 
himself  at  all  economically,  to  spend  £1,400  a 
Tear.  The  man  who  does  that  must  be  a  gam- 
bler. Of  course  if  a  Minister  goes  into  one  of 
those  residences,  and  keeps  a  groom,  and  a  coach- 
man, and  a  flunkey  or  two,  he  can  spend  any 
amount  of  money.  But  I  cannot  see  how  a  man 
in  lodgings  can  spend  £1,400  a  year.  There  are 
two  proposals  before  the  House.  One  is  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  Ministers,  and  the  other  is  to  sell 
the  Ministerial  residences.  I  support  both  propo- 
sals, especially  that  of  selling  Ministerial  residences. 
They  are  kept  up  at  great  expense — at  an  expense 
of  something  like  £300  a  year—and  furnished 
with  every  article,  down  to  a  toothbrush.  I  have 
been  so  informed.  .Well,  honorable  gentlemen 
come  here,  and,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  says,  little  social  circles  are  formed, 
and  those  little  Minf^terial  social  circles  have 
had  in  the  past  a  great  effect  in  retarding  the 
working  of  Parliamentary  government.  There 
can  be  no  question  about  that.  I  have  been 
credibly  informed  that  those  Ministerial  resi- 
dences have  had  a  most  injurious  effect  upon  the 
morality  of  Wellington.  I  have  been  informed 
that  gentlemen,  when  they  take  those  fine  resi- 
dences and  handsome  furniture,  tay  to  them- 
selves, "  Well,  we  are  Ministers.  Surely  we  can 
live  in  a  style  equal  to  that  which  Mr.  So-and-so  " 
—  some  Wellington  merchant  —  "lives."  Then 
that  Wellington  merchant  says  to  himself, 
"Well,  I  can  keep  up  as  good  a  style  as  Mr. 
So-aivl-so,  who  is  a  Minister  of  the  Crown."  In 
this  way  there  is  a  sort  of  emulation,  and  the  one 
acts  and  reacts  on  the  other,  and  the  emulation 
extends  down  the  social  scale,  oft^n  leading  to 
extravagance,  and  sometimes  to  bankruptcy.  The 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  this  sort  of  thing  the  better. 
As  to  the  idea  of  there  being  an  extra  amount  of 
ealaiT  for  the  Premier,  I  think  that  the  salaries 
should  be  all  alike.  That  is  my  opinion.  It  may 
be  said  that  the  Premier  should  have  an  extra 
salary  on  account  of  certain  social  obligations  im- 
posed upon  him,  but  I  think  that  these  social 
obligations  have  acted  very  injuriously  in  the  past. 
I  do  not  think  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  to  entertain  members  of  Parliament 
Mr.  Thomson 


during  the  session.  We  know  what  these  enter- 
tainments have  been  got  up  for.  I  do  not  see 
very  well  how,  after  going  to  a  man's  table  and 
drinking  wine  with  his  wife — perhaps  dancing 
with  his  wife — you  can  come  to  this  House  next 
day  and  express  your  mind  freely^  with  regard  to 
his  policy,  and  go  into  the  lobby  to  turn  him  out 
of  office.  I  do  not  see  that  the  two  things  are 
compatible.  It  may  also  be  said  that  we  should 
give  the  Premier  an  extraj  salary  because  he  is  a 
superior  man. .  The  effect  of  giving  the  Premier 
a  larger  salary  might  induce  him  to  believe  that 
he  is  a  superior  man,  and  he  might  endeavour  to 
unduly  press  his  views  upon  his  colleagues ;  and 
even  they  might  think  that,  as  the  Premier  got 
£1,500  a  year,  and  they  only  got  £1,000,  be 
would  be  a  half  better  than  they,  and  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  give  way.  That  is  not  a  proper  tort 
of  thing.     I  shall  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.—I  cannot  say  that  I  alto- 
gether agree  with  the  honorable  member  (or 
Clutha.  I  think  a  Minister  has  a  right  to  keep 
up  a  reasonable  position,  and  I  cannot  understand 
that  the  fact  of  a  member  of  this  House  dining 
with  a  Minister,  and  taking  w^ine  with,  or  even 
dancing  with,  a  Minister's  wife,  should  have  anr 
effect  upon  that  member's  vote.  I  do  not  think 
such  little  social  afnenities  have  any  bad  effect  on 
our  political  life  or  even  on  a  member's  political 
conscience.  If  there  are  any  honorable  members 
in  this  House  who  have  been  so  unduly  influenced 
I  hope  they  will  not  come  back  again.  It  appears 
to  be  a  very  wild  theory  to  advance,  that  such 
has  been  the  case.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  deUvered  a  very  moving  speech  tliia  after- 
noon. He  drew  a  moving  picture  of  a  man  becom- 
ing Minister,  coming  up  here,  and  before  twelve 
months  receiving  notice  to  quit.  Well,  Sir,  those 
things  have  happened  in  the  past,  and  wiU  con- 
tinue to  happen.  Before  twelve  months  even  we 
may  have  to  leave,  and  I  can  only  hope  that  when 
it  does'  happen  we  shall  be  able  to  bear  our  part. 
He  says  wo  assume  all  the  virtue  to  be  on  our  side. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  always  said  that  all  the 
virtue  of  the  House  is  on  the  side  of  the  Opposition, 
and  that  there  is  nothing  but  corruption  and  dis- 
honesty in  the  Government.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  also  good  enough  to  say  that  if  there  was 
a  dissolution  there  would  be  many  olianges.  No 
doubt,  and  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
find  that  a  few  of  his  friends  will  not  come  back 
here.  The  people  will  send  representatives  to 
support  the  present  Government. 

Mr.  BE  ID. — The  Government  may  not  come 
back. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Oh,  yes ;  the  Government 
will  come  back.  The  honorable  gentleman  knows 
perfecfly  well  that  we  shall  be  returned.  Per- 
haps, however,  we  may  not  stop  in  office.  Erents 
more  so  rapidly  that  even  the  present  advanced 
Government  can  hardly  keep  pace  with  them. 
But  of  one  thing  I  am  sure  :  If  we  cannot  keep 
in  office,  the  country  will  have  none  of  the  "  old 
stagers  "  of  the  past ;  the  spavined,  broken-down 
hor«es  that  have  drawn  the  coach  for  the  last 
four  or  five  years  will  have  to  go  out  to  grass,  and 
remain  there  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Speaking 
of  the  Bill  before  the  House,  I  may  at  once  say 
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that  I  do  not  think  that  the  present  aalary  paid 
to  Ministers  is  by  any  means  extravagant.  My 
own  inclination  would  be  rather  to  increase  the 
salary  than  to  reduce  it,  because  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  there  are  only  two  courses  open 
to  us  —  either  to  provide  a  respectable  salary 
for  Ministers  and  get  the  best  men,  or  else  to 
leave  the  goTemment  of  the  country  to  men 
living  in  Wellington  or  in  the  other  settlements 
abutting  on  Cook  Strait.  It  is  not  possible  to  get 
men  for  low  salaries  to  come  here  from  distant 
provinces  and  give  up  their  ordinary  business 
avocations  for  the  sake  of  occupying  the  Minis- 
terial benches  for  a  few  months.  But  the  con- 
sideration which  has  influenced  the  Gbvemment 
in  making  the  change  is  this  :  We  feel  conscious 
of  the  fact  that,  if  we  are  to  make  reductions  in 
the  expenditure,  it  is  imperative  that  it  shall  be 
done  systematically.  Therefore  we  consider  it 
ought  to  begin  with  Ministers  themselves,  and  if 
we  are  to  carry  out  our  policy  of  retrenchment 
nothing  wiU  more  strengthen  our  hands  and  give 
U3  a  greater  moral  influence  and  enable  us  to 
better  perform  the  difficult  task  before  us  than 
the  acceptance  of  this  proposal.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  about  it,  it  is  a  difficult  task.  The  moment 
we  commence  it,  the  people  concerned  will  take 
up  arms,  and  unless  you  oan  conscientiously  sav 
that  you  have  made  personal  sacrifices  you  will 
fail  in  the  attempt.  On  that  ground  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  the  reduction;  but  I  am  bound 
to  say  this  :  that,  for  the  purpose  of  really  good 
Parliamentary  government,  there  is  not  at  pre- 
sent a  sufficient  number  of  Ministers  in  this 
House.  There  ought  to  be  at  least  eight  Minis- 
ters in  the  House.  I  will  go  further  than  that, 
and  say  that  there  ought  to  be  at  least  two  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretaries — ^not  members  of 
the  Cabinet,  but  capable  of  undertaking  Par- 
liamentary work.  I  observe  some  honorable 
l^entlemen  shaking  iheit  heads.  Why,  Sir,  that 
IS  one  of  the  best  features  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary form  of  government  in  England.  I  do 
not  suppose  the  project  will  be  realized  yet, 
but  the  time  will  come  when  it  will  be  realized, 
and  when  we  shall  have  two  or  three  men  in 
the  House  to  undertake  ordinary  routine  work, 
assisting  in  Parliamentary  work,  and  taking  a 
good  deal  of  the  departmental  business  off  the 
shoulders  of  Ministers.  If  that  were  done  wo 
should  have  a  chance  of  getting  rid  of  that  feeling 
that  there  are  only  two  or  three  men  on  each 
side  who  can  achieve  political  salvation.  In 
years  past  the  politics  of  the  colony  have  been 
managed  by  a  certain  few.  Certain  persons 
have  been  in  office,  and  that  has  been  the  signal 
for  two  or  three  others  to  go  into  strong  oppo- 
sition. The  Opposition  have  gone  into  office, 
and  the  ex-Ministers  have  taken  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  Then  there  has  been  another  shuffle 
of  the  cards,  and  the  positions  have  been  re- 
versed ;  and  so  the  thing  has  gone  on.  That  sort 
of  thing  has  gone  on  long  enough,  and  there  will, 
I  hope,  now  be  a  change.  I  see  an  honorable 
member  laughing.  I  would  not  place  him  on 
the  top  of  the  list  of  future  Ministers.  Not 
that  I  wish  by  any  me&ns  to  imply  that  he  is 
not  a  perfectly  competent  person  to  sit  on  these 
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benches.  I  do  not  carry  political  rancour  so 
far  OS  to  say  that  he  is  unfit  to  be  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown.  Wiiat  I  complain  of  is  that  there 
has  grown  up  in  this  colony,  and  in  this  House, 
a  sort  of  tradition  that  it  is  only  within  a 
narrow  circle  that  we  need  seek  for  rulers  to 
govern  the  country.  Well,  we  have  departed 
from  that  principle.  Some  of  the  members  of 
the  Ministry  are  almost  unknown  to  fame :  but  if 
we  can  carry  on  respectably  the  affairs  of  the 
country  for  twelve  months,  and  even  then  have 
to  go  out  of  office,  we  shall  have  established  the 
fact  that  there  is  salvation  outside  of  these  two 
circles  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  am  sorry  to 
see  so  much  opposition  given  to  this  measure, 
and  coming,  to  a  large  extent,  from  oar  own  side 
of  the  House.  It  is  putting  us  in  an  awkward 
position.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned  we  mean 
exactly  what  this  Bill  professes.  We  ask  fairly 
and  honestly  for  a  reduction  of  our  own  salaries. 
We  do  not  ask  our  own  friends  to  oppose  this 
measure.  If  we  had  a  right  to  ask  them  we 
should  say,  "  Vote  for  this  Bill  as  embodying  a 
part  of  our  policy."  Of  course,  if  the  House  will 
not  reduce  these  salaries,  we  shall  have  to  draw 
them ;  no  doubt  that  will  be  the  consequence. 
At  the  same  time,  I  would  be  content  that  the 
Bill  should  pass  as  it  is,  reducing  the  salaries 
to  £1,000,  and  leaving  it  to  the  House,  in  better 
times,  to  raise  them  to  what  ought  to  be  their 
proper  amount.  I  am  quite  convinced  in  my  own 
mind  that  if  we  wish  to  carry  out  reform  or  re- 
trenchment we  must  begin  at  the  very  top  of  the 
ladder.  It  is  only  in  that  way  that  you  can  con- 
trol the  public  departments  so  as  to  enable  yon 
to  carry  out  the  policy  of  reform.  Any  one  who 
has  had  any  experience  knows  that  the  moment 
you  try  to  make  reductions  in  salaries  in  any  of 
the  public  departments,  although  the  papers  may 
be  teeming  with  articles  upon  the  extraordinaiy 
expenditure  connected  with  the  Civil  Service,  the 
moment  you  put  your  hand  upon  any  particnlar 
person,  his  friends  are  up  in  arms  at  once,  and  the 
papers  attack  the  G-ovemment,  and  say  that  the 
reduction  is  simply  a  sham  to  make  room  for 
somebody  else.  For  these  reasons,  I  am  justified 
in  asking  the  House  to  permit  us  to  make  this 
pecuniary  sacrifice.  Let  the  matter  rest  with 
us ;  if  we  are  wrong  we  pay  the  consequence  of 
the  reduction.  If  the  House  wishes  to  raise 
the  salaries  of  other  Ministers  next  year,  they 
can  do  so.  I  am  prepared  to  do  the  work  for 
£1,000  a  year,  and  the  House  should  not  be  so 
generous  as  to  press  an  additional  sum  upon  ui . 
Leave  us  to  pay  the  penalty,  if  there  be  one 
involved  in  this  proposal.  Sir,  I  hope  that  the 
House  will  allow  the  Bill  to  go  into  Committee. 

Mr.  BBYNOLDS.— As  I  was  out  of  order  in 
addressing  the  House  before,  I  now  take  the  op- 
portunity of  saying  a  rerv  few  words.  My  honor- 
able friend  the  member  n>r  Clutha  has  been  verr 
severe  upon  me.  I  never  said  that  it  took  up  all 
my  Ministerial  salary  to  meet  my  expenses  while 
I  was  in  the  Qovemment;  at  the  same  time, 
it  took  up  a  large  proportion  of  it.  Honorable 
members  must  bear  in  mind  that  Ministers  liv- 
ing elsewhere  are  put  to  great  expense  in 
bringing  their  households  up  to  WellifigtoDt  and 
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also  in  taking  them  back  again;  and  that  ihej 
had  continufdlv  to  meet  other  expenses  which 
honorable  members  did  not  calculate  upon.  All 
I  can  say  is,  that  I  could  not  keep  mj  family 
in  Wellington  for  double  the  amount  of  money 
allowed.  It  all  depends  upon  how  persons  want 
to  keep  their  fanulies.  ao  doubt  a  Minister 
with  only  one  child  might  keep  his  family  in 
Wellington  for  a  certain  period  on  tlie  salarv 
allowed,  but  it  is  impossible  for  a  Minister  with 
a  large  family  to  do  it.  I  do  not  think  the 
salary  of  Ministers  is  too  high.  Great  difficulty 
will  be  experienced  in  getting  members  from 
other  parts  of  the  colony  to  come  and  take  up 
their  residence  here  on  such  a  salary  as  proposed, 
and  it  will  be  a  Terr  difficult  thing  to  get  men 
who  have  been  in  office  to  take  office  again.  If 
yon  reduce  the  salaries  of  Ministers  the  result 
will  be  that  you  will  hare  to  look  to  Welling- 
ton and  its  neighbourhood  to  get  men  willing 
to  join  the  GK)Temment ;  and  it  is  very  ques- 
tionable whether  it  would  be  adfisable  to  con- 
fine the  selection  of  a  Ministry  to  Wellington 
or  Cook  Strait.  With  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Justice,  I  die- 
approre  of  them  in  so  far  as  he  adrises  that 
there  should  be  a  largi^r  Ministerial  staff!  I 
think  the  affiiirs  of  the  colony  can  be  rery  well 
managed  with  seven  Ministers.  I  think  it 
would  be  wrong  to  give  any  Ministry  too  large  a 
voting  power,  and  if  there  were  two  Under  S^re- 
taries  in  the  House  the  Government  would  have 
nine  votes  instead  of  seven,  and  nine  votes  would 
be  rather  better  titan  one-tenth  of  the  whole 
voting  power  of  this  House.  The  Minister  of 
Justice  asked  the  House  to  allow  Ministers  to 
reduce  their  own  salaries.  I  think  we  might 
come  to  a  compromise :  we  might  allow  this  Sill 
to  go  into  Committee,  and  so  idter  it  as  to  make 
it  apply  only  to  the  present  Ministry  so  long  as 
they  are  in  office,  and  that^  as  soon  as  thev  leave 
those  benches,  the  salaries  now  provided  shall  be 
paid  to  their  successors.  I  think  that  would  be 
nir  enough.  If  Biinisters  say  the  salary  is  too 
large,  by  all  means  meet  their  views,  and  reduce 
it  as  long  as  they  are  in  office ;  but  do  not  let  us 
alter  the  sdary  and  make  it  refer  to  others  who 
may  succeed  them.  I  think  a  compromise  such 
as  this  should  be  come  to,  seeing  that  Ministers 
are  so  very  anxious  to  reduce  their  salaries. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— We  hare  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the  necessity  for  Ministers  showing  in 
their  own  cases  their  appreciation  of  the  desir- 
ability of  eff'ecting  a  reduction  in  the  expense  of 
governing  the  ooimtry.  Well,  my  experience  of 
this  colony,  dating  back  a  few  years,  makes  me 
exceedingly  suspicious  of  any  proposal  such  as 
that  which  we  are  now  considering.  I  remember 
a  long  time  ago,  in  another  province  of  New  Zea- 
land, being  present  at  the  election  of  a  Superin- 
tendent of  that  province — the  Province  of  Hawke's 
Bay.  I  recollect  the  gentleman  elected  laying 
that  he  thought  he  could  improve  the  administra- 
tion, or,  rather,  make  it  more  acceptable,  if  he  came 
down  to  the  Council  with  an  assurance  that  as  for 
himself  he  should  accept  no  remuneration  for  his 
services.  He  assured  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Hawke'a  Bay  that  he  could  not  on  any  considera- 
JLTr.  Sej/nolds 


tion  accept  one  shilling  of  the  public  money  foe 
his  work.  I  had  the  gratification  of  meeting  that 
statesman  and  some  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Pro* 
vincial  Council  in  a  publiohouse  close  by  on  th» 
same  day,  and  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  before 
very  long  there  would  be  a  salary  atta^ed  to  thai 
offioe,  and  a  very  respectable  one  too.  Of  coorae 
they  would  not  give  tneir  adhesion  to  that  opinion. 
W^,  within  a  very  short  time  afterwarda  it  was 
found  necessary,  in  the  interest  of  proper  adminia- 
tration,  that  the  Superintendent  should  receive  a 
very  respectable. salary ;  and  there  was  a  jump  to 
£500  at  once.  The  public  soon  saw  through  thia 
sort  of  thing.  The  people  are  not  so  dnll  as  to  be 
deceived,  and  they  know  the  real  value  of  thia 
proposaL  I  do  not  want  to  make  a  long  speedi* 
and  I  will  give  way  to  more  experienced  and 
wiser  members — the  nonorable  member  for  Riv^ 
ton,  the  iionorable  member  for  Mataura,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  any  other  place,  whoae 
speeches  occupy  a  very  large  portion  of  Uie  time 
of  this  House.  I  would  make  a  suggestion  whu:h 
may  have  some  value  to  the  Premier  and  his  ool- 
leagues,  if  the  public  are  to  be  operated  upon  b^ 
the  exhibition  of  Ministerial  virtue — namely,  thai 
Ministers  may,  in  the  interest  of  their  suooesaon, 
allow  the  present  law  to  stand  as  it  is,  and  abstain 
from  drawing  any  salary  whatever,  or  they  may 
allow  to  remain  in  the  chest  the  differmioe  be> 
tween  the  sslaries  now  allowed  by  law  and  the 
amount  they  have  put  down  in  this  BilL  There 
are  innumerable  instances  within  this  colony  of 

frofessions  of  self-denial  in  the  public  intereel. 
know  of  several  which  cross  my  memory  now. 
I  have  almost  invariably  found  that  thoee  pro- 
fessions  were  not  sincere.  Tha*e  is,  however,  one 
distinguished  exception  in  the  case  of  an  honor- 
able member  who  neld  a  seat  in  this  House.  I 
knew  one  member  who  received  no  salary  what- 
ever, but  the  equivalent  was  there.  That  honor- 
able member  was  at  one  time  a  man  of  no 
position,  but  he  came  to  the  front,  and,  in  order 
to  establish  his  claim  to  the  right  to  serve 
the  public  in  a  disinterested  manner,  he  con- 
tented himself  with  doing  an  enormous  amount 
of  mischief  without  any  salu7  whatever.  That 
is  the  only  exception  I  know  of.  That  gentle- 
man proposed  to  the  popular  Assembly  that  he 
would  reduce  the  salaries  in  all  directions  by 
one-half,  but,  under  his  auspices,  in  a  shoit 
time  those  salaries,  with  one  exception,  returned 
to  their  regular  figure.  Why,  these  spasmodic 
and  unnatiunl  efforts  are  absurd.  We  have  mi 
intelligent  public  now.  Sir.  They  are  birds  of 
too  old  a  growth  to  be  caught  by  chaff.  The 
only  argument  I  have  heard  in  favour  of  this  Bill 
was  given  by  an  honorable  member  for  whose 
intelligence  and  talent  I  have  a  very  high  regard 
— the  Hon.  the  Native  Minister.  That  honor- 
able gentleman  stated  that  Ministers,  if  allowed 
to  dock  themselves  £250  or  £500  a  year,  would 
then  have  a  status  which  would  enable  them  to 
press  upon  inferior  Civil  servants  the  acceptance 
of  a  lower  rate  of  salary.  Speaking  on  that  sub- 
ject, I  may  say  that,  during  the  short  time  I  was 
an  unworthy  member  of  the  Civil  Service,  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  learning  something  in  connec- 
tion with  that  part  of  the  public  service,  and  I 
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am  bound  to  laj  that,  as  a  rule,  as  will  doubt- 
less be  confessed  by  Ministers  and  those  of 
their  friends  who  hare  had  an  opportunity  of 
learning  the  Talue  of  those  gentlemen,  they  are 
an  exceedingly  intelligent,  painsUiking,  and  ex- 
emplary class  of  men.  I  think  that  after  Minis- 
ters hare  become  better  acquainted  with  those 
officers  the  verdict  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
will  be  that  they  are  worthy  of  the  protection  of 
Ministers,  as  repi^esenting  the  pubHo  whom  they 
senre.  Considering  the  necessair  status  of  the 
Ciyil  servants  in  society,  considering  the  very 
great  expense  they  have  to  incur,  considering 
their  entire  inability  to  derive  income  from  any 
other  source,  I  am  of  opinion  there  should  be  no 
reductions  noade  in  their  salaries.  But  I  am  quite 
conscious  of  one  thing — namely,  that  there  might 
be  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  the  Civil  ser- 
vants. I  should  bo  very  sorry  to  see  any  serious 
— I  have  not  heard  anything  seriously  spoken  of 
yet — proposal  on  the  part  of  the  GK>vernment  to 
reduce  the  salaries  of  those  painstaking  men  who 
are,  as  it  were,  the  sergeants  of  the  army.  If  I 
were  a  Minister  to-morrow — a  contingency  not 
likely  to  happen — I  should  undertake  most  cheer- 
fully, as  other  honorable  members  of  my  ac- 
quaintance have  done,  to  produce  a  Ministerial 
statement  in  a  week.  I  remember  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames,  the  present  Premier, 
stated  that  he  was  prepared  to  propound  a  policy, 
a  very  serious  policy  indeed,  and  one  of  great 
importance,  in  half  an  hour.  Of  course,  not 
possessing  the  superior  power  and  genius  of  my 
honorable  friend,  I  would  never  dream  of  making 
any  such  offer ;  but  I  can  say  this  very  distinctly : 
that  in  half  a  week,  by  the  aid  of  the  remarkably 
able  men  we  have  as  permanent  Civil  servants,  I 
could  make  a  Ministerial  statement  on  almost 
any  question  within  the  scope  of  our  New  Zealand 
administration.  If  it  is  not  wandering  from  the 
■ubject,  while  I  am  on  my  legs  I  may  state  my 
complete  disbelief  in  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
members  occupying  those  benches  for  the  delay 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  propounding  of  their 
policy  and  the  elaboration  of  their  schemes  so 
far  as  publication  in  this  House  goes.  The  Civil 
servants  Irold  the  same  relation  to  the  public 
administration  of  the  colony  as  the  sergeants  hold 
to  the  army.  These  men  are  the  source  from 
which  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches 
get  their  information  and  their  facts — these  men 
are  the  custodians  of  the  administrative  history 
of  the  colony ;  and  I  believe  that  any  Ministry 
succeeding  to  office,  and  the  honorable  members 
who  now  hold  those  seats,  might  be  sufficiently 
informed,  additionally  to  the  information  they 
have  obtained  as  public  men  for  years  past,  to 
bring  down  a  satisfactory  Ministerial  statement 
in  a  week.  I  shall  certainly  oppose  this  Bill,  and 
it  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  the  public  wiU 
see  its  real  value. 

Mr.  BOWEN.  —  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the 
House,  but  I  must  state  the  reasons  for  which  I 
shall  oppose  the  proposal  of  the  Government. 
It  is  no  doubt  a  somewhat  unpleasant  thing 
for  any  one  who  has  been  more  or  less  con- 
nected with  the  GK>Temment  to  speak  on  this 
matter— just  as  disagreeable  as  it  is  to  have  the 


question  of  salary  and  allowances  constantly  dis- 
cussed. I  do  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  impute 
motives  to  the  Q-ovemment  for  having  brought 
down  this  Bill.  We  must  always  assume  that 
honorable  gentlemen  who  hold  the  position  of 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  are  gentlemen,  and.  Sir, 
I  hold  that  they  themselves  ought  to  feel,  as  . 
other  gentlemen  in  the  House  feel,  that  these  are 
questions  which  must  be  dealt  with  fairly  on 
tneir  merits,  and  not  talked  about  in  a  manner 
to  make  it  disagreeable  to  men  who  hold  high 
offices  in  the  State.  The  reason  which  has  been 
given  by  the  Government  for  making  this  reduc- 
tion— tne  tangible,  reason — is  that  they  desire  to 
strengthen  their  hands  in  order  to  be  able  to 
reduce  the  salaries  of  the  higher  Civil  servants. 
Now,  I  join  issue  at  once  on  that  point,  and  I 
know  something  of  the  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— Yes,  Sir,  I  was  for  a  long  time 
a  Civil  servant,  and  I  believe  I  fairly  did  my 
work  when  I  occupied  that  position.  I  have  also 
learnt  something  of  the  Civil  Service  since,  as  a 
Minister,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  there 
are  no  salaries  that  can  fairly  be  cut  down. 
It  is  possible  —  and  I  know  that  there  was  a 
great  desire  in  that  direction  on  the  part  of 
the  late  Gt>vemment-*that  some  of  the  offices 
might  be  amalgamated.  But  one  of  the  falsest 
poUoies  that  any  Government  could  follow  is  that 
of  keeping  officers  who  are  doing  their  work  on 
starvation  pay.  I  was  reading  only  the  other  day 
a  very  remarkable  paper  in  an  old  number  of 
the  "Bevue  des  Deux  Mondes,"  in  which  a 
well-known  author  attributes  the  great  success 
of  the  English  policy  in  India  to  the  en- 
lightened view  the  East  India  Company  took 
of  the  manner  in  which  its  servants  should  be 
paid.  The  article  attributed  a  great  deal  of  their 
success  to  the  fact  that  the  Indian  officiab,  who 
had  onerous  duties  to  perform,  were  placed 
in  such  a  position  as  not  to  be  harassed  or 
troubled  by  pecuniary  considerations;  and  I 
think  the  writer  was  perfectly  right.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Civil  servants  here,  this  colony  is  one 
in  which  the  cost  of  living  is  very  high,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Civil  servants,  with  large 
families  to  maintain  respectably,  cannot  attend  to 
their  duties  at  lower  salaries  than  they  are  now 
receiving  without  being  subjected  to  considerable 
pecuniary  care  and  anxiety.  I  therefore  hope 
that  the  Government  will  not  attempt  to  reduce 
their  salaries.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
Ministerial  salaries,  those  gentlemen  who  fancy 
they  can  estimate  what  it  costs  Ministers  to  live 
in  this  place  are  entirely  wrong  if  they  think  that 
a  family  can  live  here,  when  taken  away  from 
their  home,  without  a^  extravagance  whatever, 
on  £1,000  a  year.  They  cannot  do  it  with 
the  necessary  expenses  thrown  upon  Ministers. 
And,  what  is  more,  they  cannot  do  it  even  for 
the  salary  that  is  eiven.  The  expenses,  honor- 
able gentiemen  will  find,  are  very  large  indeed. 
Ministers,  when  they  leave  their  homes,  carry 
a  very  large  number  of  expenses  with  them. 
Their  duty  in  the  matter  of  subscriptions,  for 
instance,  follows  them,  and  their  expenditure  in 
this  and  many  other  respects  becomes  doubled. 
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The  cost  of  xnoTing  is  Tery  ffreat,  and,  notwith- 
Bfcanding  what  has  been  said,  Ministers  will  find 
that  thej  will  have  to  bring  a  very  large  quantity 
of  effects  with  them  to  Wellington  if  they  oome 
with  a  family,  and  they  will  discover  that  alto- 
gether their  expenses  fiur  exceed  what  some  honor- 
able gentlemen  seem  to  think  necessary.  I  think, 
ther^ore,  that  it  is  very  nnwise  to  make  a  reduc- 
tion, which  is  a  paltry  one  so  far  as  the  saving  to 
the  countrv  is  concerned,  but  which  will  have  a 
material  effect  upon  the  comfort  of  individaals.  I 
think  it  is  a  mistake,  and  I  think  it  is  beginning 
at  the  wrong  end  altogether.  If  the  Qovemment 
really  desire  to  economize,  they  will  not  effect 
their  purpose  by  striking  a  few  hundred  pounds 
off  Bidaries,  while  hundreds  of  thousands  are 
added  to  the  Supplementary  Estimates.  All  the 
salaries  are  low  enough,  and  nobody  is  paid  too 
high  in  this  country  for  public  service;  any  reduc- 
tions in  departmental  expenditure  should  be  by 
amalgamating  offices.  Tne  Minister  of  Justice 
•aid  he  thougnt  there  was  not  sufficient  power  on 
the  Government  bench,  and  that  there  ought  to 
be  eight  Ministers  in  this  House.  I  have  thought 
for  some  time  that  there  ought  to  be  an  additional 
Minister,  but  not  in  this  House.  I  think  there 
might  be  another  Minister  in  the  other  Chamber. 
I  do  not  think  the  votine  power  of  the  Ministry 
in  this  House  should  be  increased ;  but,  speaking 
from  experience,  I  know  how  hard-pressed  Minis- 
ters are  with  departmental  work,  and  I  believe 
Another  Minister  may  be  required  on  that  account. 
I  do  not  believe  at  all,  however,  in  the  Parliamen- 
tary Undersecretaries.  The  state  of  affiiirs  in 
England  is  very  different  from  that  which  obtains 
here.  There  are  over  650  members  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  there  it  a  very  broad  distinc- 
tion between  the  members  of  the  Gbvemment 
who  are  in  the  Cabinet  and  Under  Secretaries 
who  are  not.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
there  would  be  such  a  distinction  maintained 
here.  Would  not  these  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretaries  be  always  running  in  and  out  of 
the  Cabinet-room,  and  would  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet  be  able  to  keep  anything  from  them, 
or  to  make  any  distinction  whatever?  Tbey 
would  be  Ministers  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
and  we  should  practically  have  eight  Ministers  in 
this  House  instead  of  six.  I  do  not  think  that 
that  idea  of  the  Parliamentary  Under  Secretaries 
will  be  at  all  a  practicable  scheme.  For  the  rea- 
sons I  have  just  mentioned  I  shall  certainly 
oppose  this  Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  very  unwise 
measure,  and  that  it  is  more  unwise  for  tne  reason 
given  for  its  introduction — ^namely,  that  it  will 
strengthen  Ministers'  hands  in  cutting  down  the 
salaries  of  the  Civil  servants. 

Mr.  ROWS. — I  perhaps  entertain  some  very 
peculiar  views  upon  this  question.  While  I  am 
very  anxious  indeed  to  vote  for  measures  of  eco- 
nomy, I  think  this  is  really  beginning  at  the 
wrong  end.  I  believe  that  some  very  different 
distribution  should  be  made,  and  that  some  cor- 
rections might  be  effected  in  the  Ministerial 
salaries.  I  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  see  the 
number  of  offices  increased  in  Uie  House,  because 
I  think  there  are  enough.  Ministers  and  their 
friends  exercise  a  very  large  influence  in  the 
Mr,  JBowen 


House  as  it  is  at  present  constituted,  and  if  we 
were  to  increase  the  number  of  Ministers  the 
influence  they  would  exert  in  the  House  would 
not  be  at  all  m  the  direction  of  what  is  eood  snd 
right  for  the  welfare  of  New  Zealand.  My  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Rivert<m  talked  about 
America,  and  about  the  low  salaries  there,  but 
I  will  ask  him  if  he  would  like  to  see  in  Uiif 
country  the  amount  of  corruption  and  depravity, 
and — ^to  use  a  word  which  has  been  used  else- 
where— roguery  that  has  occurred  in  oonneetioa 
with  the  working  of  the  institutions  of  Ameiica. 
We  should  vote  adequate  salaries  for  those  Minis- 
ters who  live  in  Wellington.  I  do  not  at  all  sgree 
with  a  great  deal  that  has  been  said.  If  the 
public  officers  in  America  had  been  adequately 
paid  for  their  services  there  would  not  have  been 
greater  corruption,  but  probably  very  much  1ms. 
I  have  a  very  great  dread  that  the  Legislature 
and  the  power  in  this  country  will  ultimately 
fall  into  very  few  hands  indeed.  I  said  last  year 
that  the  legislation  of  years  gone  by  tended  in 
that  direction — that  the  power,  and  the  infla- 
ence,  and  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
colony  would  ultimately  fall  into  very  few  hands. 
I  trust  that  that  will  never  be  the  case ;  but>  if 
you  are  to  provide  against  that,  you  must  not 
allow  the  position  of  things  in  New  Zealand  to 
fall  into  such  a  state  that  men,  I  will  say,  of  ordi- 
nary ability,  men  who  are  placed  in  comparatively 
poor  circumstances,  shall  have  no  opportunity 
to  raise  their  voices  or  exercise  their  influence  in 
this  House  in  connection  with  the  government  of 
the  oountiT.  I  have  not  a  particle  of  faith  in 
the  patriotism  of  the  reductions  proposed  in  this 
Billy  but  I  believe  that  some  alterations  may  be 
made  in  it  so  as  to  make  it  useful.  I  think  thers 
is  at  present  too  great  a  distinction  between  the 
saluy  of  the  Premier  and  that  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Ministry.  The  proposal  to  have 
two  Native  Ministers  is,  to  my  mind,  altogether 
wrong,  and  I  believe  one  would  be  quite  suf- 
ficient. The  salary  provided  is  altogether  inade- 
quate, and  I  would  have  one  Native  Minister  sod 
increase  his  salary.  The  number  of  Ministers 
proposed  in  this  Bill  is  such  that  each  Minister 
would  represent  about  50,000  inhabitants  o( 
New  Zealand.  According  to  the  informatiim  hud 
before  us  there  are  about  47,000  aboriginal  nt- 
tives,  and  I  cannot  conceive  why  there  should 
be  two  Native  representatives  for  47,000  people 
while  there  is  only  one  European  representa- 
tive for  50,000  people.  It  would  be  much  better, 
if  any  saring  is  to  be  effected,  that  the  Premieres 
salary  should  be  fixed  at  £1,500,  that  we 
should  do  away  with  one  Native  Minister,  and 
that  the  salary  of  the  Native  Minister  who  is  re- 
tained should  be  increased  to  £600.  If  this  Bill 
goes  into  Committee  I  shall  certainly  propose  sn 
amendment  in  that  direction.  I  am  not  at  sU 
disposed  to  believe  in  the  doctrine  which  I  haye 
heard  laid  down  this  evening,  that  there  is  not  to 
be  anj  hospitality  in  Wellington,  and  that  if  it  is 
exercised  it  will  exert  a  corrupt  and  deprariog 
influence.  If  Englishmen  are  oharactemed  by 
anything  it  is  by  the  love  of  hospitality,  and  will 
any  gentleman  say  that  the  love  of  hospitslity 
and  the  exercise  of  hospitality  have  resulted  in 
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ttnj  injurj  to  the  Bngliah  ehttraoter  P  Nay ;  and  I 
trost  that  spirit  will  not  die  out  in  New  Zealand, 
and  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  eril  influences  which 
ihe  exercise  of  hospitality  would  exert  upon  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  I  hare  heard  no  reasons 
whatever  for  the  proposals  in  this  Bill,  and  I 
trust  they  will  not  be  carried  out.  I  dare  sa^  that 
those  of  us  who  vote  against  the  proposals  in  the 
Bill  will  incur  some  amount  of  unpopularity,  but 
that  is  not  a  matter  which  erer  influences  my 
judgment  in  questions  that  come  before  us  for 
discussion,  and,  while  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  Bill 

ring  inta  Oommittee,  if  it  does  reach  that  stage 
shall  certainly  Tote  against  the  sums  set  down 
«ite   the   various  offices  mentioned   in  the 


Mr.  GIBBS.— Sir,  I  had  intended  to  vote  in 
favour  of  this  Bill,  but  my  resolution  has  been 
very  much  shaken  after  hearing  the  speech  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice.  The  vefy  fact  of  his  ex- 
pressing his  intention  to  increase  the  number  of 
Ministers  does  not  seem  to  me  to  tend  towards 
economy.  While  I  see  very  mat  objection  to 
increasing  the  voting  power  of  the  Ministry  in 
this  House  by  increasing  the  number  of  Minis- 
ters, the  introduction  into  this  House  of  Under 
Secretaries  is  to  me  a  matter  which  must  be 
looked  at  very  seriously.  I  have  the  strongest 
objection  to  any  such  proposal,  and  if  anything 
would  shake  the  resolution  I  had  previously 
£>rmed  to  vote  for  the  Bill  it  would  be  that 
proposal. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— Sir,  my  objections  to  this 
Bill  are  mainly  based  on  grounds  similar  to 
those  which  were  urged  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurrh  City  (Mr.  Moorhouse).  I 
do  not  think  we  should  support  it  because  it  is 
brought  forward  on  the  plea  of  affording  the 
Government  an  opportunity  of  reducing  the 
salaries  of  the  Civil  servants.  I  do  not  think  that 
this  is  practicable  to  any  appreciable  extent.  We 
who  are  acquainted  witu  the  Civil  Service  know 
that  there  are  only  two  or  three  officers  in  that 
Service  who  receive  salaries  equal  to  £800  a  year, 
only  six  or  seven  who  get  from  £500  to  £600, 
and  there  are  very  few  who  get  much  above 
£400  a  year,  and  in  very  many  cases  the  salary  is 
iar  below  that  sum.  Supposing  it  possible  to  toke 
off,  say,  £160  from  those  who  receive  £800  a  year, 
and  £100  from  those  who  receive  £600,  that  is 
about  as  great  a  reduction  as  could  possibly  go,  so 
that  in  the  way  of  economy  by  any  fair  reduction 
of  salaries  no  appreciable  result  would  be  obtained. 
The  zealous  way  in  which  these  Civil  servants,  as 
a  rule,  discharge  their  duties  is  known  to  you. 
Sir,  and  to  others  resident  in  Wellington,  and  if 
any  reductions  are  to  be  made  at  all  they  must 
be  made  by  reducing  the  number  of  persons 
employed.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  that 
is  impossible,  because  I  have  not  sufficient  know- 
ledge of  the  duties  to  be  able  to  express  a  con- 
fident opinion.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  no 
reduction  worth  speaking  of  can  be  made  in  the 
salaries  of  the  Civil  servants.  Perhaps  a  few 
thousand  pounds  might  be  taken  away  from  old 
and  faithful  servants  of  the  General  G<>vemment 
and  various  Provincial  Governments;  but  that 
would  be  all.    I  cannot,  therefore,  support  this 


Bill  in  order  that  it  may  be  made  use  of  in  that 
way.  With  regard  to  me  salaries  of  Ministers,  I 
may  say  that  I  do  not  think  they  are  too  high. 
If  the  country  is  to  be  well  governed  it  is  desir« 
able  that  it  should  be  governed  by  men  who  are 
not  attracted  to  office  by  the  salary^  attached  to 
it,  but  who,  from  their  position,  are  entitled  to 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  Something  has 
been  said  about  the  selection  of  members  of  the 
Ministry  being  confined  to  members  of  Parlia- 
ment resident  in  and  about  Wellington,  but  most 
honorable  members  must  be  aware  that  it  is 
some  years  since  any  member  representing  a 
Wellington  constituency  occupied  the  position  of 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  in  this  colony. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  one  of  the  argu- 
ments used  in  this  debate  was  that  it  was  the 
money  which  induced  men  to  take  the  position  of 
a  Minister.  Now,  members  come  here  at  very 
great  personal  inconvenience  and  loss,  influenced 
by  the  desire  to  take  part  in  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  country,  and  by  the  very  laud- 
able ambition  to  exercise  an  influence  for  good 
over  their  fellow-men.  I  think  that  is  the  in- 
ducement which  brings  men  to  this  House.  Men 
taking  part  in  public  life  are  willing  to  make  con- 
siderable sacrifices,  and  most  of  them  to  forego 
the  chance  of  becoming  rich,  in  order  to  occupy 
the  position  of  public  men  and  do  some  good  tor 
the  country.  Honorable  members  come  up  here 
for  four  or  five  months  of  the  year  at  great  lost 
to  themselves,  and  only  get  £150  for  doing  so. 
I  know  that  would  not  pay  the  house  rent  of  some 
of  them.  If  that  be  so,  why  should  a  Minister 
have  more  than  £1,000  a  year  and  a  friee  house  P 
I  understand  that  the  free  house  will  be  retained, 
or  house-rent  allowed.  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  give  public  money  so  that  entertainments 
may  be  given.  It  is  altogether  inconsistent  with 
the  simplicity  of  our  public  life.  If  we  can- 
not exercise  influence  among  our  fellow-men 
without  having  recourse  to  entertainments,  and  to 
spurious  influence  of  that  kind,  which  is  wholly 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  good  government  and 
democracy,  I  venture  to  say  we  are  not  fit  for 
free  institutions.  I  do  not  often  differ  from  the 
Native  Minister,  but  I  object  to  his  statement 
that  this  reduction  is  made  in  order  to  reduce 
salaries.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  public  officers 
are  highly  paid  here,  or  in  any  part  of  the  colony, 
because  if  you  do  not  pay  the  pubUo  servants 
well  you  wiU  not  get  ffood  men.  I  do  not  say 
that  high  pay  will  make  good  men  out  of  bad 
ones,  but  you  will  not  get  good  men  for  low  pay. 
If  a  merchant  wants  a  good  man  he  has  to  pay 
him  well,  because,  if  he  does  not,  there  are  otner 
merchants  who  will  be  glad  to  do  so.  I  do  not 
think  you  could  get  good  men  below  the  pay  now 
given  to  public  officers.  I  believe  you  could  re- 
orgam'se  and  very  materialbr  reduce  the  number, 
and  so  expedite  the  work.  That  can  only  be  done 
by  Ministers ;  it  will  never  be  done  by  the  Civil 
servants  themselves.  If  Ministers  have  not  a 
love  for  taking  part  in  public  affairs  and  influenc- 
ing the  destinies  of  the  colony,  no  amount  of 
salary  will  make  them  true  and  good  men.  I 
hope  the  Bill  will  pass.  I  should  be  inclined  to 
make  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Premier,  and 
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S're  him  £250  a  year  more  than  any  other 
inister ;  but,  whether  that  is  done  or  not,  I  hope 
the  Bill  will  pass.  I  hope,  alao,  that  reddenoes 
will  be  granted,  or  house-rent  allowed.  I  trust 
honorable  members  will  not  be  influenced  by  the 
argument  that  £1,000  a  year  is  not  sufficient 
lahury  for  a'  Minister.  To  a  man  of  moderate 
means  £1,000  a  year  will  be  a  good  income,  and 
if  a  Minister  is  a  man  of  means  he  should  not 
put  a  salary  in  his  pocket  at  all. 

Mr.  KELLY. —  When  the  proposal  was 
brought  before  the  House,  in  1873,  to  increase 
Minbters'  salaries  I  Toted  against  it,  and  I  felt 
free  at  any  future  time  to  attempt  to  restore  the 
salaries  to  their  former  amount.  I  shall  rote  for 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House  for  these  reasons  : 
We  should  bear  in  mind  that  Ministers  are  a 
committee  of  management  for  members  of  the 
House,  and  sit  on  those  benches  temporarily  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  country — they  do 
not  hold  permanent  offices;  and  officers  of  a 
political  character  should  not  be  paid  very  high 
salaries.  If  the  saUries  of  Ministers  are  fixed 
as  high  as  if  the  Ministers  were  permanent 
officers,  then  the  Ministerial  portfolios  will  be 
objects  of  such  ambition  to  members  of  the 
House  and  throughout  the  country  that  they 
will  be  sought  for.  with  more  fenrour  tlian  at 
present.  I  do  not  think  that  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  colony,  and  it  would  be  destructi?e 
of  a  sound  practice  of  Parliamentary  goremment. 
The  great  object  should  be  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
Ministers  while  they  hold  their  positions,  and 
inducements  ought  not  to  be  offered  to  Ministers 
to  hold  office  longer  than  was  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country.  Honorable  members  talk  about 
the  sacrifices  Ministers  make ;  but  if  gentlemen 
occupy  such  positions  they  must  be  prepared  to 
make  sacrifices.  They  get  compensation  for  such 
sacrifices,  although  not  a  money  compensation. 
They  receiye  compensation  in  occupying  posi- 
tions of  rank,  influence,  and  power  in  ruling 
the  country.  Bearing  in  mind  that  those  salaries 
are  attached  to  offices  of  a  temporary  character,  I 
think  the  amount  now  proposed  is  quite  sufficient. 
With  re^;ard  to  the  niunber  of  Ministers,  I  think 
an  additional  Minister  would  be  an  odTantage  to 
the  country,  and  for  this  reason :  Hitherto  the 
country  has  been  goxemed  from  various  centres. 
Now,  however,  that  all  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  undertaken  by  the  House,  no  doubt 
there  will  be  a  gjreat  increase  of  work.  I  think  a 
radical  change  is  required  in  the  adminbtration 
of  colonial  affairs.  Hitherto  all  the  depart- 
ments have  been  acting  independently  of  each 
other,  and  there  has  not  been  that  unity  of 
action  which  is  desirable  in  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  country.  I  think  that  the 
Premier  should  be  entirely  free  from  any  depart- 
ment, so  that  he  might  have  a  general  supervision 
of  the  whole  of  the  departments,  and  know  every- 
thing that  is  going  on  in  the  other  departments. 
As  far  as  I  am  informed,  under  the  present  system 
the  Premier  does  not  know  what  is  going  on  in 
the  other  departments,  and  does  not  thoroughly 
grasp  the  whole  administration  of  the  colony.  I 
do  not  think  that  reducing  the  salaries  to  £1,000 
will  have  any  effect  whatever  in  regard  to  secur- 
Mr,  Montgomery 


ing  good  officers  to  oarry  on  the  admimstntum. 
I  know  that  up  to  1873  there  was  no  difikulty. 
The  offices  were  always  filled  with  the  best  men 
in  the  House ;  and  for  the  future,  even  if  this 
proposal  is  carried,  I  do  not  think  there  will  be 
any  difficulty. 

Mr.  MUBEAY.— I  regret  that  there  is  to 
much  apparent  opposition  to  this  Bill,  because 
there  is  no  measure  more  likely  to  effect  good 
than  the  reduction  of  the  great  extravagazioe  oi 
Wellington.  I  would  not  have  spoken  now  were 
it  not  that  the  Native  Minister  was  eomewkat 
severe  upon  the  honorable  member  for  Clntha. 
At  any  rate  I  do  not  think  he  should  bare 
attacked  his  friends.  The  honorable  member  for 
Clutha  was  not  at  all  out  of  place  in  referring  to 
honorable  members  dancing.  I  do  not  know  to 
whom  he  referred — perhaps  the  honoraUe  mem« 
ber  beside  him;  but  I  do  not  t^iink  the  honor- 
able member  for  Biverton  is  at  all  likely  to  be 
charged  with  dancing  with  Ministers'  wires.  Per- 
haps the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
was  referred  to.  I  think  the  honorable  member 
for  Clutha  made  some  very  sensible  remarks 
about  the  growing  extravagance  of  Ministers, 
leading  to  the  feting  and  love  of  costly  dii^lay 
which  have  so  increased  in  Wellington  for  some 
years  past.  A  Ministerial  dinner  oost,  it  was 
said,  m>m  £30  to  £40.  The  pemidoas  influence 
of  this  extravagance  finds  its  way  even  into  the 
Legislature.  A  member  cannot  sit  down  to  a 
Minister's  dinner  and  on  the  same  evening  vote 
to  deprive  him  and  his  family  of  bread.  The 
ar^;uments  used  point  to  the  conclusion  that  all 
Mmisters  £0  into  office  for  the  sake  of  the  ^  al- 
mighty dollar,"  and  not  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  This  will  not  be  verified  if  we  pass  this 
Bill.  As  for  Under  Secretaries,  they  would  simply 
be  paid  whips,  and  I  would  strongly  object  to  any 
proposal  for  the  appointment  of  Under  Secre- 
taries, or  for  increasing  the  number  of  Ministers 
in  the  House  or  in  the  Legislative  Council.  It 
has  been  said  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Kaiapoi  that  we  are  beginning  at  the  wrong  end. 
Does  he  propose  to  begin  at  the  other  end,  and 
reduce  the  salaries  of  the  underpaid  deiics  ? 

Mr.  BOWEN.  — The  honorable  genUeman 
knows  perfectly  well  that  I  distinctly  said  I  did 
not  mean  that. 

Mr.  MUBEAY. — I  suppose  there  are  only  two 
ends,  the  top  and  bottom.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Bowe)  referred  to  the 
corruption  which  prevailed  in  America.  Does 
he  mean  to  say  that  Washington  was  corrupt, 
because  he  served  his  country  for  a  very  small 
salary  ?  The  Tammany  Bing  consisted  of  very 
highly-paid  officials,  but  high  salaries  did  not 
keep  them  honest.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  money, 
but  of  principle  and  patriotism.  I  hope  the  BUI 
will  pass  without  further  opposition. 

Mr.  MUBBAY-AYNSLEY.— The  last  speaker 
mistakes  the  position  altogether.  If  you  reduce 
the  salaries  of  Ministers  too  low  you  will  get  either 
men  of  means  or  needy  men  to  take  office.  Any 
man  of  ordinary  means  requires  his  expenses  to 
be  paid  whilst  he  is  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  as 
he  has  to  keep  up  appearances.  Some  years  ago 
living  in  this  countiy  was  much  cheaper  than  at 
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present.  £1,000  ten  yean  ago  would  go  much 
farther  than  £1,250  now.  I  would  not  propose 
reducing  clerks'  salaries,  but  I  would  go  in  for  re- 
ducing the  number,  and  pajing  the  officers  well, 
so  as  to  get  full  work  from  them.  Economy  will 
be  much  better  secured  in  that  way  than  by  reduc- 
ing the  salaries  of  Ministers,  who  are  looked  up  to 
with  respect.  A  Minister  comes  up  here  for, 
perhaps,  six  or  nine  months,  and  probably  he  has 
to  keep  up  his  o^ni  establishment  in  eome  other 
part  of  the  colony.  I  certainly  hold  that  it  would 
not  be  too  much  for  us  to  give  £1,250  to  Minis- 
ters, who  have  all  the  responsible  work  to  do, 
when  last  year  we  Toted  £200  for  ourselves.  The 
proportion  is  out  of  all  reason.  It  would  be  a 
great  mistake  to  reduce  the  salaries  to  £1,000. 

Mr.  REES. — I  think  the  disproportion  is  all 
the  other  way.  There  are  professional  men  in 
this  House  who  live  entirely  upon  the  profits 
of  their  own  work.  They  spend  five  months  of 
the  year  here,  and  they  recciye  £150  or  £200 
a  year  for  it.  That  is  out  of  all  proportion  : 
but,  according  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  be- 
cause anot-her  member  happens  to  be  a  Minister, 
and  receiyes  a  salary  of  £1,000,  it  is  out  of 
all  proportion.  Members  of  the  Hoiise  really 
assist  to  do  the  work  of  the  Ministers,  but  they 
get  nothing  for  it.  Their  passages  are  paid, 
but  they  do  not  receiye  enough  to  bring  their 
families  to  Wellington — they  get  barely  enough 
to  pay  their  own  expenses.  And  yet  it  is  said 
that  Ministers  are  underpaid  when  tney  get  three 
times  as  much  as  other  honorable  members.  The 
honorable  gentleman's  argument  does  not  hold 
good  in  the  slightest  degree.  I  do  not  wish  to 
see  salaries  cut  down,  but  the  statement  that 
persons  could  not  liye  on  £1,000  a  year  is  all 
nonsense.  A  bishop  does  not  get  more.  How 
many  schoolmasters  get  so  much  P  How  many 
professional  men  get  it?  How  many  men  are 
there  who  educate  a  family  and  bring  their  sons 
and  daughters  up  as  ladies  and  gentlemen  on 
£300  or  £400  a  year?  The  idea  that  £1,000 
a  year  is  not  enough  to  live  on  is  simply  non- 
sense. I  hope  the  Bill  will  be  passed,  for  tho 
sake  of  laying  down  the  principle  that  the  public 
work  of  the  colony  is  to  be  done  as  economically 
as  possible. 

Mr.  OBMOND.— I  do  not  think  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  as  to  the  com- 
parative remuneration  of  Ministers  and  other 
honorable  members  has  been  completely  argued 
out.  The  positions  are  totally  different.  Pre- 
yions  sessions  have  not  lasted  as  long  as  this  ses- 
sion, and  it  is  possible  that  future  sessions  may 
not  be  so  long,  although  I  am  aware  that  there 
are  different  opinions  about  that.  As  a  general 
rule,  members  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
bring  their  families  to  Wellington ;  consequently 
the  allowance  they  have  received  has  heen  of 
a  moderate  character.  The  position  of  Ministers 
is  entirely  difierent.  They  are  compelled  to  live 
in  Wellington,  and  must,  as  a  matter  of  necessity, 
have  their  families  about  them.  It  must  be  re- 
membered, also,  that  we  should  not  look  forward 
to  Ministers  occupying  their  seats  on  those 
benches  for  a  few  months  only.  That  would 
indeed  be  a  bad  ^^^  )  of  things  to  look  forward 


to.  If  that  is  to  become  the  practice  of  the 
country,  the  administration  will  not  be  so  good 
as  it  ought  to  be.  Ministers  become  efficient  by 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  duties  of  their 
offices,  and  the  knowledge  they  gain  of  public 
affairs  is  certainly  an  aid  to  them  in  carrying  on 
their  business.  Of  course  we  shall  have  periodical 
changes  of  Government.  That  is  a  necessary 
outcome  of  the  form  of  government  under  which 
we  live.  The  honorable  gentleman  then  referred 
to  the  professional  men  in  the  House.  As  far  as 
I  can  see,  the  professional  men  have  the  best  of  it, 
especially  those  leading  men  who  are  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  their  pro^ssion.  They  find  a  great 
n^ny  other  things  which  fit  in  with  their  legisla- 
torial duties.  They  are  able  to  attend  the  Court 
of  Appeal,  and  are  able  to  do  a  large  amount 
of  business  which  ordinary  members  cannot  do. 
Ordinary  members  have  to  leave  their  ordinary 
avocations,  and  must  get  other  people  to  attend  to 
their  business  while  they  are  hera  I  differ  very 
much  from  the  objections  taken  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  to  the  arguments  of  my  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Kaiapoi.  The  honor- 
able member  said  my  honorable  friend  derided 
tho  idea  of  going  in  the  direction  of  economy. 
As  I  understood  the  honorable  member  for  Kai- 
apoi,  he  said  that  in  reducing  the  salaries  of 
Ministers  the  Government  were  goine  in  the 
wrong  direction.  I  did  not  understand  him  to 
speak  with  regard  to  the  salaries  of  the  clerks. 
"  Beginning  at  the  wrong  end "  were  the  words 
he  used.  I  also  understood  him  to  sav  that  the 
Qovernment  were  doing  many  other  things  that 
were  not  economical ;  that  in  bringing  down  the 
provincial  liabilities  they  were  not  economical; 
and  that  in  being  parties  to  letting  the  public 
lands  of  the  colony  be  thrown  away  they  were 
not  economical.  Those  are  the  matters  that  I 
imderstood  the  honorable  member  for  Eaiapoi  to 
refer  to,  and  those  are  large  questions  beside 
which  the  taking  of  £250  off  the  salary  of  a 
Minister  is  altogether  insifnifioant.  Talk  of 
economy !  Why,  Sir,  what  have  we  been  doing 
for  the  last  month?  The  Gbvemment  have 
brought  down  proposals  by  which  the  Land 
Fund  is  sought  to  bie  generalized ;  and  what  hare 
we  done?  We  have  annihilated  that  fund  by 
setting  aside  most  of  the  available  land  for  works 
of  different  kinds  ;  and  at  the  same  time  we  talk 
about  economy.  It  is  trifling  with  the  subject 
to  say  that  we  are  moving  in  the  direction  of 
economy  because  we  are  saving  £1,500  on  the 
salaries  of  Ministers.  The  Mmister  of  Justice 
advised  us  to  allow  this  alteration  to  be  made  for, 
at  least,  the  term  the  present  Government  hold 
office.  I  do  not  think  the  House  will  agree  to 
any  spasmodic  action  in  the  matter  of  Ministers' 
salaries.  If  we  are  going  to  make  a  change  it 
must  be  regarded  as  applying  not  only  to  the 

£  resent  occupants  of  the  office,  but  to  future 
[inisters.  We  must  deal  with  the  question  as 
if  we  were  about  to  take  a  definite  course  in  re- 
gard to  the  salaries  of  Ministers.  Tho  honorable 
gentleman  also  referred  to  the  question  of  a  dis- 
solution. I  forget  hovr  his  remarks  applied,  but 
I  think  he  said  that  there  were  members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  who,  iu  the  event  of  a  disso* 
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lution,  might  not  come  back,  ^ut  we  hsTO  not 
benrd  bo  much  of  the  proposed  diBsolution  ktelj. 
Before  the  policy  of  the  Qovemment  was  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  we  heard  a  great  deal  about  it, 
but  since  that  policy  has  been  determined  upon, 
and  since  they  hare  decided  to  generalise  the 
Land  Fund,  we  hare  oeased  to  hear  anything 
about  a  dissolution.  I  do  not  know  why  that  is  so. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  that  gentlemen  who 
represent  constituencies  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  colony  are  not  so  enamoured  of  the  idea  as 
they  were.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Minister 
for  Lands  and  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
are  now  in  favour  of  a  dissolution. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Oh,  yes,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Hear.  hear. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— Well,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
there  has  been  a  change,  and  that  since  the  Go- 
Temment  policy  has  been  announced  we  have  not 
heard  so  much  about  a  dissolution.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  Minister  of  Justice  make  any 
reference  to  the  subject.  In  kindness  to  his 
friends  I  think  he  might  have  left  that  mat- 
ter alone.  I  am  reminded,  in  reference  to  this 
matter  of  a  dissolution,  that  the  Native  Minis- 
ter on  a  recent  occasion  said  there  was  no  longer 
any  necessity  ibr  a  dissolution,  and  I  heard 
remarks  around  me  to  the  effect  that  that  was 
Tory  reassuring  to  some  honorable  members  who 
followed  the  Government.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  was  so,  but,  if  pubUo  report  is  correct, 
at  the  very  time  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
assuring  us  of  that,  we  heard,  by  means  of  tele- 
grams from  other  parts  of  the  colony,  that  a 
dissolution  was  being  pressed  on  the  Governor 
by  the  Premier.  Now  I  cannot  understand  how 
it  was  that  my  honorable  friend  was  so  disin- 

fenuous  as  to  keep  back  that  information  from  the 
louse.  Why,  if  we  can  believe  public  rumour,  a 
request  for  a  dissolution  was  being  pressed  by  the 
Government  upon  the  Governor.  Of  course  we 
only  know  this  by  rumour,  but  if  the  rumour 
is  correct  the  position  is  as  I  liave  described  it. 
Tbe  honorable  gentleman,  at  the  end  of  his 
speech,  was  not  very  urgent  in  pressing  this 
measure,  and  I  was  reminded  very  much,  while 
he  was  speakins,  of  an  lionorable  gentleman  who 
used  to  take  charge  of  the  honorarium  question. 
He  annually  moved  a  motion  for  the  reduction 
of  the  honorarium,  and  made  speeches  which 
ended  very  much  as  the  Native  Minister's  speech 
ended.  I  do  not  apply  tbe  remark  to  the  Native 
Minister  any  more  than  to  anybody  else,  but  it 
struck  me  at  the  time  that  the  result  of  the 
speeches  was  very  similar.  I  always  noticed 
that  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred  was 
excessively  pleased  when  the  honorarium  motion 
ended,  as  it  always  did  end,  in  nothing,  and  it  is 
possible  that  many  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  will  feel  in  regard  to  this  Bill  as  that 
honorable  gentleman  did  in  regard  to  the  hono- 
rarium motion.  I  hope  the  Bill  will  not  be 
agreed  to. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  the  objects  of  this  mea- 
sure have  been  most  seriously  misrepresented  and 
greatly  misunderstood.  It  has  been  represented 
that  the  main  object  contemplated  is,  that  the 
Ministry,  by  reducing  their  own  aalaries,  will  be 
Mr,  Ormond 


enabled  to  reduce  those  of  other  persons.  Kow, 
the  great  oligects  which  we  hare  in  Tiew  are 
very  different  from  that  What  we  feel,  and 
what  we  sincerely  beliere,  is  that  a  s|yrtem  of 
gross  extravagance  has  grown  up  in  this  coun- 
try —  a  system  of  gross  extravagance  in  \h% 
Government,  and  wmch  has  spread  from  Um 
Government  to  other  bodies  in  the  commu- 
nity. The  Government  set  an  example,  I  nmj 
say,  to  the  whole  of  the  colony  of  what,  in  thfiir 
opinion,  a  Government  should  be.  If  that 
Government  is  thoroughly  extravagant,  if  that 
Government  considers  nigh  salaries  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  good  government,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  all  those  local  bodies  we  have  esta- 
blished will  follow  the  example  set  them  by  Uiis 
General  Government,  and  that  a  system  of  extra- 
vagance will  be  propagated  throughout  tbe  whole 
cok>ny.  We  believe  that,  in  order  to  dimiaiah 
the  extravagance  already  existing,  it  is  our  du^ 
to  set  an  example  that  the  government  may  be 
carried  on  at  a  much  less  cost  than  has  beea 
the  case  heretofore ;  and  we  desire  to  show  our 
full  belief  that  such  is  the  fact  by  proposing,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  the  salaries  of  Ministess 
should  be  reduced  to  an  amount  which  we  be- 
lieve to  be  ample.  It  was  with  that  view  particu- 
larly that  we  introduced  the  measure.  It  has 
been  said  that,  because  the  saving  effected  by  it  is 
so  small,  because  it  is  only  a  few  thousands,  it 
is  a  paltrv  measure.  But  that  mind  must  be 
narrow  indeed,  and  capable  of  only  a  veij  small 
conception,  which  measures  the  effect  of  this  Bill 
by  the  number  of  thousands  saved.  We  believe 
that  a  measure  which  shows  that  the  Government 
is  determined  to  enforce  economy  in  every  one 
of  its  branches  and  ramifications  throughout  the 
colony,  is  a  great  measure  in  reference  to  the 
public  service  itself,  and  in  reference  also  to  the 
whole  community,  as  affording  a  good  example. 
We  believe  that  such  a  measure,  following,  as 
it  will,  on  a  career  of  gross  extravagance,  is  a 
great  measure,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  rebuke  to  a 
system  which  we  believe  should  not  have  existed, 
and  to  which  we  intend  to  put  a  stop ;  and  we 
intend  to  administer  such  a  rebuke  by  this  BilL 
It  has  been  asked  why,  if  we  were  determined  to 
reduce  tbe  salaries  of  Ministers,  we  should  not 
cease  to  draw  them.  That  would  be  no  example 
at  all :  it  could  have  no  effect  upon  the  commu- 
nity. It  would  have  been  an  unwise  proceeding. 
We  determined,  instead  of  doin^  that,  to  enact 
by  law  that  the  salaries  of  Ministers  should  be 
reduced  to  what  we  believed  was  the  proper 
amount,  and  to  take  care  by  so  doing  that  they 
were  reduced  by  the  people's  representatives,  that 
they  could  not  be  increased  again  until  the  assent 
of  Parliament  had  been  given,  and  until  the  sense 
of  the  country  had  been  expressed,  on  the  subject. 
Complaints  have  been  made  in  this  House  that 
Ministers  hold  too  many  ofiices ;  that  a  Minister 
has,  in  point  of  fact,  to  sign  papers  in  too  many 
capacities.  The  answer  to  that  is,  that  we  believe 
the  departments  have  been  broken  up  into  too 
many  parts ;  that  we  do  not  believe  that  any 
one  department  affords  sufficient  work  for  one 
Minister.  Therefore,  the  holding  of  several  offices 
by  one  Minister  shows  nothing  except  that  one 
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office  is  not  suflScient  to  occupy  the  time  of  one 
man  :  it  affonis  an  absolute  proof  tliat  great  con- 
solidation of  the  departments  may  be  made,  and 
it  is  to  that  we  must  look  for  a  large  reduction 
in  tlie  public  expenditure.  Bemarks  have  been 
made,  and  I  was  soriy  to  hear  them,  reeard- 
iiiff  the  corruption  wliich  prevails  in  the  United 
Snties.  Now,  I  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  and  I  say  that  the  corruption  in  the 
United  States  has  been  shamefully  exaggerated. 
On  a  previous  oceasion  I  amused  mysflf  by 
studying  the  matter;  and  I  fimnd  that  the 
acts  of  corniption  which  prevailed  in  the  United 
States  had  preyttiled  in  Qreat  Britain  within  a 
very  short  period  of  time.  I  will  take  one  re- 
markable case,  that  of  the  Tammany  Ring,  in 
New  York,  and  I  will  narrate  a  similar  case  which 
occurred  in  London  within  my  own  lifetime.  I 
recollect  that  in  my  youth  a  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee pat  to  investigate  just  such  another  case  as 
that  of  tlie  Tammany  Ring.  It  occurred  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  Fancrus,  in  London.  The  difference 
between  the  two  cases  was  this :  In  each,  large 
sums  of  public  money  were  appropriated  by  pri- 
vate individuals  for  their  own  use.  In  the  United 
States,  the  parties  guilty  of  that  appropriation 
were  tried  and  sentenced  to  long  terms  of  impri- 
sonment; but  in  the  St.  Pancras  case  the  indi- 
vidual who  was  prosecuted  actually  escaped  pun- 
ishment, in  consequence  of  the  corruption  that 
was  practised  and   the  large   bribes  that  were 

fiven  to  certain  individuals  who  were  concerned, 
t  was  Lord  Ellen  borough  who  tried  the  case. 
The  clergyman  of  St.  Pancras,  who  was  a  man 
'  of  considerable  private  wealth,  himself  inlti- 
tufcd  a  prosecution  against  the  person  who  had 
appropriated  the  whole  of  the  funds  belonging 
t-o  the  parish,  to  the  extent  of  over  £200,000. 
The  party  was  arrested,  and  on  the  morning 
on  which  the  trial  was  to  take  place  the 
clergyman  was  waited  on  by  the  attorney  who 
was  conducting  his  case.  The  attorney  asked 
him  whether  he  was  goin^  to  attend  in  Court 
during  the  trial,  and  he  said  "  Yes."  Then  the 
attorney  told  him  that  he  was  sorry  to  hear  it, 
1>ecause  the  people  of  the  parish  would  con- 
sider that  he  was  guilty  of  a  most  unchristian 
act,  if  he  attended  the  Court  for  the  purpose 
of  witnessing  the  punishment  of  the  person 
whom  he  was  prosecuting.  Therefore  he  deter- 
mined not  to  appear  in  Court.  The  prisoner  was 
put  in  the  dock,  and  pleaded  "Not  guilty;"  and 
then  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  got  up  and 
said  he  was  directed  by  the  attorney  to  state  to 
the  Court  that  an  entirely  satisfactory  explana- 
tion had  been  given ;  that  the  accounts  of  the 
prisoner  had  been  examined ;  that  it  had  been 
proved  that  he  had  committed  no  robbery  ;  that 
nis  accounts  were  correct :  and  the  prisoner  was 
then  acquitted  by  the  Judge's  direction,  and 
when  he  was  leaving  the  Court  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  congratulated  him,  and  said  that  he  left 
the  Ck>urt  without  a  stain  upon  his  character. 
That  occurred  in  Great  Britain.  The  men  who 
had  acted  similarly  in  the  United  States  were 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment.  The 
corruption  was  the  same  in  both  cases.  I  will 
now  say  that   some    honorable  gentlemen   who 
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have  spoken  to*nigl)t  have  laid  down  this  most 
pernicious' doctrine  that  corruption  depends  on 
the  smallness  of  salaries.  I  say  that  the  times 
when  corruption  has  been  most  prevalent  have 
been  those  when  salaries  have  been  largest.  The 
salaries  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  Qovernment  in 
the  lime  when  the  House  of  Hanover  first  occu- 
pied the  throne  were  enormously  large,  and  it 
was  at  that  period  that  the  greatest  corruption 
prevailed  in  Great  Britain.  History  shows  us 
that  corruption  depends  upon  the  largeness  of 
salaries,  and  not  on  the  smallness  of  them.  I 
defy  any  honorable  gentleman  to  adduce  proofs 
to  the  contrary.  Therefore,  that  most  pernicious 
doctrine  &lls  to  the  ground.  Now,  it  has  been 
argued  that  the  present  salaries  should  continue 
because  it  is  right  that  Ministers  should  enter- 
tain people.  I  will  make  no  remark  about  the 
entertainment  of  members,  but  I  will  say  that  if 
you  require  Ministers  not  only  to  do  their  duty 
as  Ministers,  but  to  dispense  public  money  in 
dinners  and  balls,  you  will  place  a  heavy  incubus 
upon  your  Ministers.  I  will  not  hold  office  if  I 
am  compelled  to  entertain  persons  at  dinners  and 
balls,  and  by  so  doing  to  injure  my  health  and 
waste  your  money.  The  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Bowe)  has  said  that  Ministers 
should  show  some  hospitality.  I  say  that  true 
hospitality  is  shown  by  having  a  few  friends 
assembled  round  your  table  witnout  your  being 
put  to  the  necessity  of  incurring  extra  expense. 
Hospitality  is  shown  by  having  your  mends 
visitmg  at  your  house  without  extra  expense. 
Hospitality  is  not  shown  by  pouring  wine  down 
the  throats  of  your  visitors,  and  giving  costly 
dinners  to  those  who  care  nothing  for  you.  lliat 
is  not  hospitality.  I  say,  if  you  call  upon  your 
Ministers  to  act  in  that  way,  you  will  not  get 
men  to  serve  your  country  well.  I  was  surprirod 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  Clive  adduce 
some  of  the  reasons  he  did  in  defence  of  these 
large  salaries.  His  arguntent  was  that  Ministers 
were  obliged  to  bring  their  families  to  Wellington, 
and  that  consequently  their  position  was  different 
from  that  of  other  members  of  the  House.  He 
said  the  position  of  Ministers  was  different  from 
that  of  other  members,  because  they  had  to  sup- 
port  their  families  in  Wellington.  I  answer  that 
the  member  who  comes  here  and  leaves  his&mily 
at  home  has  two  households  to  support,  and  con- 
sequently ho  is  pKt  to  more  expense  than  the 
Minister  who  has  only  one  home  to  maintain. 
Besides,  the  member  has  to  leave  his  children  and 
his  friends,  and  the  home  to  which  he  is  attached ; 
in  fact,  he  has  to  leave  all  his  Inends,  and  his 
expenses  exceed  those  of  a  Minister  who  lives  in 
Wellington  in  a  luxuriously-furnished  house  paid 
for  by  the  public,  and  has  his  family  here.  That 
is  no  argument  at  all.  Honorable  members  say  to 
us,  "  You  talk  of  niaking  this  small  reduction  in 
your  salaries  for  the  sake  of  retrenchment,  and 
yet  you  pay  provincial  liabilities  which  you  have 
no  right  to  pay  I  Is  that  economy  ?  "  Sir,  is  it 
honest  to  pay  your  debts  ?  Is  that  extravagance? 
Was  such  a  doctrine  ever  preached  before  ?  Re- 
pudiation of  a  shameful  kind — is  that  economy  P 
No :  true  economy  is  to  reduce  our  expenditure  to 
the  lowest  limits,  to  pay  all  we  owe,  and  to  wrong 
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none.  Honorable  sentlemen  nj  to  at,  "  You 
talk  to  the  colony  of  reducing  jour  ■alaries,  while 
you  allow  the  public  landi  to  be  thrown  away ! " 
What  it  throwing  away  the  landt  of  the  colony  P 
Is  it  making  har^urs  for  the  benefit  of  commerce 
and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  people  to  import 
what  they  require  and  to  export  what  they  pro- 
duce ?  if  that  throwing  away  money  P  I  answer, 
No.  But,  Sir,  the  giTing  unlawfully  to  your 
friends  large  grants  of  land— is  that  economy? 
Is  not  that  throwing  away  money  f  I  say  it  is. 
Is  wronging  the  NatiTCs,  taking  away  their  lands 
from  them  by  wrongful  means,  thus  raising  the 
hatred  of  the  Natire  race  towards  us — is  that 
economy  P  No,  Sir ;  it  is,  for  selfish  ends,  to  bring 
distress  on  the  country.  But  when  this  House, 
instead  of  being  asked  to  contract  loans  and  to 
give  extraragant  salaries  to  agents  sent  Home  to 
negotiate  them,  is  asked  to  reduce  salaries  and  to 
place  Ministers  in  a  position  to  boldly  carry  out 
their  plans  for  reduction  of  expenditure,  that  is 
a  different  thing  altogether.  We  think  that  the 
money  raised  by  this  colony  should  be  used  in 
improving  the  public  landls  of  the  colony,  in 
making  great  public  works,  and  in  increasing  the 
facilities  for  the  people  to  ^et  their  produce  to 
the  market.  That  is  the  pohcy  we  propose  {  and 
we  say  that  when  we  ask  the  House  to  aHow  us 
to  take  the  first  step  in  that  policy  it  has  no  right 
to  refuse.  Then  the  question  of  dissolution  was 
raised.  I  do  not  know  what  that  had  to  do  with 
Uiis  Bill  at  all.  I  cannot  conceive  why  that  ques- 
tion was  brought  in.  I  may  simply  state  that 
information  hss  been  obtained  from  sources  to 
which  access  should  not  have  been  had.  Things 
have  been  attributed  to  me  in  the  public  prints 
which  I  haye  never  seen  and  never  heard.  I 
belieye  such  is  the  case:  but  such  insinuations 
we  disregard.  The  Minister  of  Justice  cares 
nothinff  for  such  insinuations  as  that.  The  mere 
fact  of  our  opponents  having  recourse  to  such 
arguments  to  snow  that  this  measure  is  not  a 
good  one,  is  the  best  possible  proof  that  it  is  a 
good  measure.  A  mind  which  could  descend  to 
make  such  insinuations  as  we  have  heard  against 
a  great  measure  of  the  kind,  is  a  mind  incapable 
of  understanding  what  we  think  should  be  done 
to  reduce  the  extrayaffant  expenditure  now  going 
on  in  this  colony.  I  hope  the  House  will  assist 
us  in  the  course  of  economy  upon  which  we  wish 
to  enter.  If  the  first  step  we  propose  to  take  in 
this  direction  is  to  be  preyented,  and  we  are  not 
to  be  permitted  to  proceed,  it  is  but  small  en- 
couragement for  us  in  setting  ourselyes  to  meet 
the  difllculties  that  are  before  us..  Those  who 
plunged  the  country  into  its  difficulties,  who  have 
wasted  the  resources  of  t|ie  colony  by  giving 
enormous  salaries  to  their  friends — a  salary,  in 
one  instance  brought  forward  the  other  night, 
furpassing  the  salary  which  Britain  gave  to  a 
great  Minister  when  representing  his  country 
abroad  —  should  not  be  permitted  to  check  us 
when  we  come  forward  and  try  to  prevent  such 
things.  The  House  should  support  us — should 
give  us  the  aid  for  which  we  look— should  say, 
**  You  tell  us  you  wish  to  enter  upon  a  course  of 
economy ;  you  tell  us  you  believe  you  can  accom- 
plish a  great  good  by  entering  upon  that  career 
Sir  O.  Orey 


and  following  it  up ;  and  you  tell  us  that  if  yo«x 
are  intrusted  to  do  this  it  will  greatly  assist  you 
if  we  enable  you  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  Mmia- 
ters.  We  will  aid  you  in  that  respect."  Tliat  is 
what  the  House  ought  to  say.  If  we  had  com* 
down  demanding  grost  sums  of  money,  we  mi^t 
properly  have  been  refused  j  but  when  we  ask  far 
modest  reductions  which  would  have  a  good  effect. 
I  say  that  the  House  ought  certainly  to  aid  us. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  sUnd  part  of  the  question ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow* 
ing  result : — 

Ayes         81 

Nbes         81 


AtB8. 


Mr.  Baiffent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  £.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryco, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Qisbome, 
Sir  O.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgiinson, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 


Macfarlane, 
Montgomeiy, 
Nahe, 
0*Borke, 
Rees, 
Sheehan, 
Stout, 
Swanson, 
Takamoana, 
Thomson, 
Toh5, 

W.Wood, 
Woolcock. 
IW/erf. 
De  Lautour, 
Murray. 


NoB8. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Heid, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russdl, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Wason. 

TtUert. 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Sutton. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitf roy, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — It  devolves  upon  me  to  give 
a  casting  vote.  I  feel  that  I  must  vote  in  the 
direction  of  economy,  although  I  cannot  go  to  the 
extent  proposed  by  the  BilL  I  therefore  give  mj 
vote  with  the  Ayes. 

The  Bill  was  consequently  committed. 

IK  comaTTBB. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON  moved,  That  the  Chairman 
leave  the  chair. 

Question  put,  "That  I  do  leave  the  chair;*' 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
fdlowing  reeidt : — 

Ayes         82 

Noes         80 

Majority  for        8 
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Atbs. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Beetham» 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Burnt, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
8tr  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitiroy, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beid, 


Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Shriuiski, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Rolleston. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Sheelian, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Tole. 
consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  chair. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  BalUnce, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzherbcrt, 
Mr.  Giabome, 
Sir  O.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Lunisden, 
The  motion  was 
the  Chairman  left 

The    House    adjourned    at   half-past    twelfe 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  80M  November,  1877. 


First  Beftding— Second  Besding»— Third  RMdings— BiU 
DUolutrged— CsU  of  the  Council— Giibome  Harbour 
BiU. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Greenwood  Pension  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Nelson  Rifle  Prise  BUI,  Taranaki  Roads  and 
Bridget  Bill. 

.  THIRD  READINGS. 
PuUio  Libraries  Subsidies  Bill,  Southland  Boys' 
and  Girls'  High  School  BtU,  Baldutha  Athenaeum 
Bill,  Taranaki  Roads  and  Bridges  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Waikato  Port  Bill. 


CALL  OP  THE  COUNCIL. 

On  the  roll  being  called,  the  following  honor* 
able  members  were  abf ent :  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Hon.  Mp.  Gray,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  J.  Johnston,  the  Hon.  Mr.  £ohere,  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Renwick,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rhodes,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Scotland,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stoker,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  had  receired 
a  telegraphic  communication  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar,  whose  medical  adviser  said  it  was  abso* 
lately  impossible  for  him  to  attend.  With  refer* 
ence  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gray,  he  had  received  a 
medical  certiBcate  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
inability  to  be  present.  He  received  an  intima- 
tion early  in  the  session  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Kohere  that  circumstances  connected  with  his 
building  a  house  would  prevent  him  from  attend- 
ing the  Council.  The  honorable  eentleman 
resided  in  a  remote  district,  and  probably  the  call 
of  the  Council  had  not  reached  him  in  time: 
With  regard  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Renwick  he  had 
received  information  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  session 
from  His  Ezoellency  the  Governor,  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  he  had  telegraphed  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that  his  presence  would  not  be 
necessary.  There  was  a  medical  certificate  from 
Dr.  Kemp,  saying  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rhodes  was 
unable  to  attend.  Mr.  Stokes  and  Mr.  Water- 
house  were  absent  for  the  session  by  leave  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor.  Mr.  Scotland  and 
Mr.  Taylor  were  away  in  England. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  explained  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  J.  Johnston  was  unavoidably  absent 
owing  to  an  attack  of  bronchitis.  He  left  Wel- 
lington for  a  few  days  on  account  of  his  illness, 
and  would  probably  return  by  Monday. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  had  received 
a  tele|pram  to  that  effect,  and  no  doubt  the 
Council  would  be  satisfied  with  the  explanation. 
He  had  received  no  communication  from  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Campbell.  He  was  unable  to  say 
whether  or  not  his  telegram  had  reached  the 
honorable  gentleman;  it  was  addressed  to  his 
usual  place  of  abode.  It  was  just  possible  that 
the  honorable  member  might  be  in  attendance 
later  in  the  day.  If  not,  he  would  submit  the 
matter  again  to  the  CoimciL 

GISBORNE  HARBOUR  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  contai^d  a 
principle  with  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  he  did 
not  agree,  but,  as  it  was  one  which,  he  beliered, 
had  been  affirmed  by  the  Council  during  the  pre- 
sent  session,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  bringing  for- 
wurd  the  Bill.  The  principle  he  alluded  to  was  that 
of  making  reserves  of  land  for  harbour  purposes. 
He  did  not  approve  of  the  principle  entirely,  but, 
as  reserves  had  already  been  made  to  a  large 
extent  in  cases  where  such  assistance  was  not  so 
necessary  as  in  the  present  instance,  and  as  an 
endowment  to  the  extent  of  11,000  acres  had 
been  granted  for  a  museum,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  making  the  present  application  to  the 
Council,  as  he  thought  that  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  were  fairly  entitled  to  some  oontidez»- 
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iion  when  undertaking  a  public  work  of  this  de- 
scription. He  would  endeayour  to  slate  briefly 
why  this  Bill  had  been  brouglit  before  Parliament. 
The  district  to  which  CKsbome  was  the  outlet, 
and,  he  might  saj,  the  only  outlet,  was  a  large 
district  extending  from  the  southern  part  of  the 
Prorince  of  Auckland  to  the  East  Cape,  and  still 
further  north,  and  contained  a  large  amount  of 
rich  land ;  but,  unfortunately,  this  district  was 
entirely  walled  in  by  ranges  of  hills  of  such  a 
description  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  bridle-tracks,  there  was  no  communication 
by  land  with  any  of  the  adjoining  districts,  and 
Gisbome,  both  for  passengers  and  cargo,  was  the 
point  of  approach  and  departure.  As  things 
stood  at  present,  the  steamers  which  passed 
regularly  up  and  down  the  coast  called  in  at 
Gisbome,  and  those  with  a  draught  of  water  of 
more  than  eight  feet  lay  outside,  communica- 
tion with  the  shore  being  carried  on  by  means  of 
*boats.  The  bay  itself  was  to  a  certain  extent  pro- 
tected, but  the  strongest  winds  that  blew  on  the 
Bast  Coast,  namely,  southerly  and  south-easterly, 
brought  in  a  heayy  sea,  which  made  it  dangerous 
for  persons  to  land,  and  cargo  was  frequently 
obliged  to  be  taken  on  to  the  next  port.  In 
fact,  in  many  instances  cargo  shipped  at  Welling- 
ton for  Gisbome  had  gone  on  to  Auckland,  hiul 
then  come  down  from  Auckland  past  Gisbome  to 
Wellington,  where  it  had  been  re-shipped,  and 
■ent  to  GKdbome.  He  need  hardly  say  that  such 
a  state  of  things  caused  considerable  loss  to  the 
shipping  companies,  and  inconvenience  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Gisbome.  The  present  proposal 
was  to  construct  a  breakwater.  The  town  stood 
upon  the  bank  of  a  small  rirer,  one  bank  of 
which  was  composed  of  rock,  which  ran  out  in 
the  form  of  a  i«ef  for  some  di^-tance  into  deep 
water.  It  was  proposed  to  carry  a  breakwater 
out  upon  the  reef,  so  as  to  create  a  harbour  of 
refuge,  and  a  place  that  would  afford  accommoda- 
tion for  steamers  and  other  vessels  visiting  the 
port.  Such  a  plan  of  the  works  had  been  pre- 
pared as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  inhabitants  to 
procure.  They  had  not,  however,  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  obtain  the  assistance  they  requested  from 
the  Government  in  the  shape  of  a  report  from 
the  Government  Engineer.  The  reports  they  had 
from  persons  fairly  acquainted  with  the  subject 
were  very  favourable.  There  was  no  intention  to 
interfere  with  the  bed  of  the  river  itself,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  danger, 
as  in  other  cases,  of  doing  more  harm  than  g^>d. 
The  proposed  endowment  of  50,000  acres  might 
appear  to  be  a  formidable  amount,  but  the  land 
was  not  valuable.  It  consisted  chiefly  of  hill- 
tops, so  that.,  therefore,  it  was  not  so  large  an 
endowment  as  might  be  imagined  from  the  acre- 
age. It  could  not  be  turned  to  agricultural  pur- 
poses, nor  was  it  very  valuable  for  sale.  In 
asking  for  some  assistance  for  this  port  he  might 
mention  that  there  had  been  no  public  works  to 
any  extent  carried  on  in  the  district,  and  he  was 
afraid  that  there  was  not  much  chance  of  their 
having  railways  or  anything  of  the  sort.  The 
district  was  so  isolated  that  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  connect  it  with  railways,  and  therefore 
apparently,  there  was  not  much  chance  of  aoy 
Hon.  Mr.  &,  It,  Jokmon 


assistance  in  tliat  direction  from  the  General 
Government.  On  the  other  hand,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  had  to-contribute  tlieir  quota  of  ths 
interest  on  money  borrowed  to  construct  public 
works  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  On  those 
grounds  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  felt  it  rigltt 
to  bring  the  matter  before  Parliament.  Hs 
would  mention,  also,  that  in  carrying  out  this 
work  considerable  value  would  be  added  to  the 
large  landed  estate  which  the  Government  was 
purchasing  there,  and  the  colony  in  that  way 
would  be  a  considerable  gainer.  One  object  ^ 
the  Bill  was  to  form  a  Harbour  Board.  As  this 
harbour  was  the  only  outlet  for  the  district,  be 
thought  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  har- 
bour should  be  under  the  control  of  some  body, 
and  be  placed  in  as  good  a  position  as  posnble. 
He  noticed  that  there  was  no  clause  in  this  Bill, 
such  as  was  contained  in  other  Bills,  providing 
tint  no  works  should  be  undertaken  until  they 
were  fully  approved  of  by  the  Engineer-in-Chirf. 
He  thought  such  a  clause  should  be  added.  He 
trusted  the  Council  would  consider  the  Bill  on 
its  merits,  and  would  remember  that  the  district 
was  not  as  other  districts  for  which  similar  Bills 
had  been  introduced :  in  this  district  there  was 
no  railway  communication,,  and  not  even  road 
communication.  It  was  certainly  of  vital  import- 
ance to  the  district  that  there  should  be  some 
provision  made  for  a  good  harbour. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  would  endea- 
vour  to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone.  Tht-y 
had  on  the  Order  Paper  another  Harbour  Bill, 
and  his  remarks  upon  the  present  Bill  would 
apply  equally  to  the  next  one.  While  aitirely 
agreeing  that  the  country  required  harbours  of 
r^uge,  he  thought  that  there  was  a  happy 
medium  to  be  observed  with  tliis  as  with  otner 
subjects.  He  did  not  think  that  this  colony  was 
in  any  way  deficient  of  natural  harbours,  and, 
although  It  might  be  desirable  to  supplement 
their  natural  harbours  by  assisting  and  improv- 
ing those  of  a  minor  character,  he  hardly  thought 
that  the  time  had  arrived  to  put  this  country  to 
the  enormous  expense  that  was  now  proposed  b^ 
endowing  a  number  of  harbours,  or  what  were 
called  harbours,  and  many  of  which  were  nothing 
but  little  streams  running  on  to  the  beach.  This 
harbour  was  to  a  certain  extent  superior  to  some 
of  those  which  had  come  before  the  Council,  and 
was  something  more  than  a  mere  river,  he  be- 
lieved. He  had  never  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
Gisbome,  but  he  had  been  iu  communication 
with  people  who  knew  it  well,  and  to  his  cost  he 
knew  it  by  losing  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
in  an  indirect  way  through  the  wreck  of  one  or 
more  steamers.  Therefore  he  had  a  knowledge 
that  something  was  required  to  be  done;  but  he 
disapproved  of  the  course  proposed  to  be  taken 
of  endowing  this  harbour  with  a  block  of  Ixnd. 
He  did  not  think  Bills  of  that  characU'r  should  be 
brought  in  by  private  members  ;  they  should  be 
left  entirely  to  the  Government.  This  Bill  was 
merely  got  up  for  political  purposes,  and  to  gain 
popultirity,  and  the  same  was  the  case  with  the 
Port  Waikato  Bill.  Of  course  he  did  not  accuse 
the  honorable  gentleman  having  charge  of  the 
Bill  in  the  Council  of  any  intention  of  the  kind. 
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He  had  heard  it  admitted  that  the  Bill  was 
brought  forward  for  political  purposes.  Now,  the 
prop  >^it ion  was  to  endow  the  harbour  with  50,000 
acres  of  land,  but  where  they  were  to  get  50,000 
acres  of  land  in  that  district  ho  did  not  know. 
They  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the  character  of 
the  land,  or  of  its  Talue,  and  it  appeared  that  at 
present  there  was  no  Harbour  Board.  It  was 
proposed  to  throw  the  conduct  and  manageoient 
of  the  harbour  upon  people  who  bad  not  the 
slightest  experience  in  maKers  of  the  kind — it 
was  proposed  to  gtre  the  management  of  the 
harbour  to  the  County  Council  of  the  district. 
Hence  there  was  not  only  the  objection  that  tho^e 
gentlemen  would  be  inexperienced  in  matters  of 
the  kind,  but  they  were  liable  to  be  thrown  out 
of  office  at  any  time,  and  the  matter  would  fall 
into  the  hands  of  other  inexperienced  men.  That 
could  not  be  a  good  system  for  the  management 
of  harbours.  There  was  nothing  in  the  Bill 
to  indicate  the  nature  of  the  wors  proposed  to 
be  done.  He  thought  the  Council  had  affirmed, 
by  a  large  mnjority,  that  it  was  undesirable  to 
utilize  tlie  lands  of  the  colony  for  purposes  of 
this  kind,  and  he  thought  honorable  members 
were  all  in  farour  of  the  management  of  har- 
bours and  railways  being  entirely  left  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  General  Government.  He  therefore 
lield  that  any  members  who  were  prepared  to 
Totc  for  this  Bill,  and  for  Bills  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter, would  be  stultifying  themselves.  He  would 
move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  three  months. 

The  Uon.  Mr.  HABT  wbhed  to.  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation  of  the  Tote  he  intended  to 
giro.  One  of  the  objects  of  this  Bill  was  to 
create  an  inexpensiTo  Harbour  Board,  which 
might  beneficially  manage  the  concerns  of  this 
little  inlet,  and  utilize  it  to  a  greater  extent  than 
it  was  at  present  utilized,  and  to  vest  in  that 
Board  certain  small  portions  of  land  in  the 
neighbourhood  which  would  not  materially  in- 
terfere with  the  public  estate.  The  second  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  appropriate  a  considerable  area 
of  land  as  an  endowment.  There  was  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  objects,  and  he  would  sup- 
port the  second  reading  with  the  view  of  striking 
out  the  clause  relating  to  the  endowment  and 
the  schedule,  and  leaving  so  much  of  the  Bill 
as  related  to  the  appointment  of  a  Harbour 
Board.  He  hoped  honorable  members  would 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time,  on  the 
understanding  that  the  endowment  should  be 
struck  out,  so  that  the  Board  mi^ht  be  in  exist- 
ence to  take  some  steps  which  would  enable  them 
to  come  before  the  Legislature  with  some  definite 
plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbour. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  felt  great 
sympathy  with  the  settlers  in  this  part  of  the 
country;  they  had  had  liitle  or  no  advantnge 
from  the  great  expenditure  by  the  Public  Works 
policy ;  but  he  did  not  think  any  statesman  would 
consider  that  it  was  any  part  of  that  policj  to  dis- 
tribute equally  the  capital  sums  raised  for  the 
carrying  out  of  public  works,  and  if  they  were  to 
meet  here  erery  year  in  order  to  equalize  the  ex- 
penditure between  district  and  district  the  result 
would  be  that  they  would  beggar  the  Exchequer 


without  giving  satisfaction  to  any  locality  at  all. 
He  knew^this  harbour,  and  he  knew  that  to  a 
certain  extent  it  was  capable  of  improvement :  at 
the  same  time  it  was  quite  certain  that  without 
the  highest  skilled  advice  it  was  quite  possible  to 
ruin  the  harbour,  so  that  it  would  not  be  half  so 
useful  as  it  was  at  the  present  time.  Persons 
who  were  not  educated  in  that  particular  branch 
of  science  would  probably  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  by  blasting  certain  rocks  at  the  entrance  to 
the  mouth  the  harbour  might  be  improved.  He 
was  given  to  understand  by  scientific  men  that 
that  would  not  be  the  case  at  all,  and  without 
very  great  precaution,  and  proceeding  upon  very 
careful  and  well-devised  plans,  the  result  might 
be  disastrous  to  the  harbour.  On  the  other  hand 
he  thought  the  appropriation  of  50,000  acres  of 
land  was  a  monstrous  proposal  to  make.  Al- 
though he  was  prepared  to  admit  the  principle 
that  land  was  money,  still  he  was  not  so  far 
weaned  from  all  prejudices  as  to  forget  that  that 
district  had  produced  no  money  to  the  State.  It 
was  a  district  in  which  there  had  been  next  to 
no  Crown  lands  to  sell,  and  in  which  there  was 
no  Crown  land  to  go  into  the  market  in  the  future, 
with  the 'exception  of  the  Patutahi  Block.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnson  had  said  there  were  more  than 
half  a  million  acres  of  land.  Well,  he  was  pre* 
pared  to  believe  that  there  were  half  a  million 
of  acres,  but  till  some  part  of  that  half-million 
of  acres  had  been  realized,  and  till  the  country 
was  accustomed  to  the  idea  that  there  was  a  Land 
Fund  there,  it  was  possible  that  his  remark  on 
that  ground  might  not  be  considered  an  unfair 
one,  but  up  to  the  present  time  there  had  been 
really  little  or  nothing  realized  from  the  district 
with  the  exception  of  the  Township  of  Gisbome, 
and  the  price  hardly  covered  the  cost  of  sur* 
veying  it.  They  were  told  some  time  ago  that 
the  Patutahi  Block  was  to  be  reserved  for  this 
harbour.  However,  that  idea  appeared  to  be 
abandoned,  and  the  present  proposal  was  brought 
forward.  This  proposal  haa  not  been  submitted 
to  the  Government  for  t]^eir  approval.  Indeed, 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  wora,  there  was  no 
proposal  before  Parliament  at  all.  There  were 
no  plans  and  no  estimates :  no  properly  digested 

Sroposal  had  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Works 
department  which  could  receive  the  approval  of 
the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON  explained 
that  he  stated  that  the  inhabitants  had  made 
application  to  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  assistance  from  one  of  their  engineers, 
but  had  failed. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  bad  said  proved  the  cor- 
rectness of  what  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  hod  said 
— there  was  no  scheme  in  evidence  which  had  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  the  Engineer,  lliere  were 
a  good  many  harbours  of  much  more  consequence 
than  Gisbome  in  the  country,  and  from  which  a 
great  deal  of  produce  would  be  exported;  but 
Gisborne  had  undergone  all  the  hardships  that 
the  North  Inland  had  suffered.  It  had  prospered 
simply  through  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  its 
settlers,  who  went  there  principally  from  the  pro- 
vince from  which  he  came,  and  had  on  many 
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grounds  claims  for  assistance ;  but  it  was  not,  from 
a  material  point  of  yiew,  a  harbour  which  had 
claims  upon  the  country.  Jhe  harbour  was  quite 
good  enough  at  present  for  all  that  was  required 
by  its  trade.  He  had  been  there  often,  and  Iiad 
been  there  Tery  recently,  and  he  could  say  that 
it  was  a  harbour  into  which  steamers  of  consi- 
derable size  could  enter.  Of  course,  if  there  were 
a  really  well -demised  scheme,  and  if  a  first-class 
harbour  could  be  constructed,  no  doubt  the  dis- 
trict would  flourish,  and  property  would  greatly 
increase  in  value.  But  they  were  not  there 
to  legislate  for  such  an  object,  and  to  enter 
into  speculations  of  that  class  which  were  to  make 
improvements  in,  and  entirely  alter  the  condition 
of,  a  district.  They  were  there  to  give  relief, 
under  certain  circumstances,  to  districts  which 
were  out  of  the  ordinary  commercial  highway  of 
the  country — to  take  care  that  there  was  no  unfair 
appropriation  of  the  public  money.  As  a  North 
Island  man  it  would  be  to  his  interest,  as  it  would 
be  to  his  pleasure,  that  this  appropriation,  which 
was  a  comparatively  small  one,  should  be  made ; 
but  he  could  not  consistently  resist  such  appro- 
priations in  the  South  Island  and  throughout 
the  country  if  he  sanctioned  a  proposal  oi  this 
kind,  which  was  based  simply  upon  the  wishes 
of  the  people,  and  not  upon  any  sound  com- 
mercial basis  or  upon  any  case  of  present  neces- 
sity. For  the  trade  at  present  at  Poverty  Bay 
the  harbour  was  amply  suiBcient.  It  was  not 
a  district  unable  to  export  its  produce  —  last 
year  a  Home  ship  was  lying  there — and  it  had 
got  much  more  than  other  districts  with  which 
he  was  acquainted.  As  a  North  Island  man  he 
was  making  a  sacrifice  to  principle  in  voting 
against  the  Bill,  because  if  there  was  anj  district 
outside  of  his  own  in  which  he  took  a  great 
interest  it  would  be  this  one,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  originally  went  from  Hawke's  Bay,  and 
were  intimately  connected  with  that  provincial 
district.  He  intended  to  take  the  same  course 
with  regard  to  the  Waikato  Harbour  Bill ;  and 
he  thought  that  honorable  gentlemen  from  the 
South  would  see  that  those  who  voted  as  he  did 
were  not  actuated  by  anv  hostile  or  envious  feel- 
ing towards  them,  but  tnat  they  voted  on  prin- 
ciple, and  were  prepared  to  sacrifice  their  own 
child  rather  than  give  way. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said  it  was  only 
natural  to  expect  that  the  infection  would  spread. 
It  had  spread  from  the  South  to  the  North,  and 
the  next  Order  of  the  day  would  show  that  it 
had  extended  to  the  very  locality  in  which  he 
had  lived  for  many  years.  He  flattered  himself 
that  he  had  a  reputation  in  the  Council  at  any 
rate  for  consistency,  which  made  him  rather 
anxious  not  to  forfeit  its  respect.  If  he  were  to 
give  his  vote  against  Bills  of  this  kind  which  had 
emanated  from  the  South,  and  support  the  very 
first  measure  that  came  forward  for  the  North 
Island,  in  which  he  resided,  he  would  be  guilty 
of  partiality  and  great  injustice.  So  far  as  this 
particular  harbour  was  concerned  he  had  some 
interest  in  it  from  past  experience,  and  knew 
the  danger  of  the  locality,  for  in  the  year  1867 
he,  with  the  other  passengers  in  the  steamer 
"  Taranaki,"  was  put  down  in  the  death  calendar. 
Hon.  CqIomI  W^Um9n 


On  that  occasion  the  steamer  was  supposed  to  be 
lost,  having  been  seven  or  eight  days  overdoe, 
and  when  ube  arrived  in  Wellington  crowds  were 
assembled  on  the  wharf  to  greet  the  passengert. 
He  merely  mentioned  this  to  show  that  he  wai 
quite  aware  of  the  danger  of  the  locality,  and 
that  there  was  a  necessity  there,  as  also  in  a  hon- 
dred  other  places,  for  harbour  iropiovementa  of 
the  kind  proposed.  He  wished  to  show  that  in 
voting  on  these  Harbour  Bills  be  was  not  infla* 
enced  by  considerations  of  locality,  and  that  he 
did  not  oppose  proposids  because  they  emanated 
from  places  with  which  he  was  unacquainted.  It 
was  a  very  short-sighted  policy  for  members  from 
the  North  Island  to  advocate  schemes  of  this  de* 
scription  when  they  fell  in  with  their  own  viewi 
and  their  own  interests,  in  cases  where  they  ought 
to  take  a  directly  oppoute  course.  They  could 
not  go  in  with  dean  hands  when  they  adTocated 
interests  of  their  own  and  voted  against  the  in- 
terests of  other  people.  Their  duty  was  to  act 
consistently,  and  he  took  this  early  opportunity 
of  making  these  remarks  because  of  the  next 
Order  of  the  day.  He  would  be  very  sorry  in- 
deed if  it  were  supposed  that  in  the  ooune  be 
had  taken  hitherto  he  had  acted  with  partislify. 
He  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  taking 
the  action  he  intended  to  take  in  reference  to 
this  Bill,  in  order  that  he  micbt  show  that  he 
had  acted  throughout  with  per&ct  fairness.  He 
would  vote  against  this  Bill  and  every  other  Bill 
of  a  similar  kind ;  and,  moreover,  he  hoped  to  see 
every  one  of  these  Bills  which  had  been  passed 
rep^ded,  and  a  similar  result  occur  with  regard 
to  education  reserves  and  endowments,  which  he 
hoped  to  see  brought  under  one  general  system, 
instead  of  various  localities  being  dealt  with  with- 
out any  grand  national  result. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that  before  he 
had  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary's address  with  regard  to  this  Bill  he  had 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  as  that  recom- 
mended by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  that  they  nught 
as  well  strike  out  the  3rd,  4th,  and  6th  clauses,  and 
the  schedule,  thus  doing  away  with  the  endow- 
ment and  creating  a  Harbour  Board.  But  from 
what  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  said  it  appesied 
that  this  was  a  place  which  could  not  be  touched 
by  ill-instructed  people,  or  people  who  had  not 
the  best  advice,  without  possibly  leading  to  veiy 
serious  detriment  to  the  narbour.  He  thought, 
therefore,  it  would  be  better  not  to  create  a  Ha^ 
hour  Board  at  present,  and  would  consequentlj 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  thooght  it 
was  fortunate  for  the  Council  that  there  won 
members  who  held  such  strong  opinions  as  those 
just  expressed  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny,  to 
whom  the  proposal  to  give  grants  of  land  in  aid 
of  these  public  works  was  very  distasteful.  It  led 
to  criticism,  and  invited  the  attention  of  honorable 
members  to  the  separate  proposals.  For  his  part) 
however,  he  did  not  entertain  so  strong  a  view. 
On  the  contrary,  he  thoueht  they  should  see 
whether  the  proposed  woiS  was  required,  »nd 
whether  the  particular  plan  submitted  to  them 
was  a  wise  and  prudent  one.  In  some  of  the 
cases  prudent  proposals  bad  been  made,  and  he 
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did  not  entertain  so  strong  on  objection  to  the 
principle  as  would  induce  him  to  rote  against 
every  proposal  for  an  endowment  that  came 
before  them.  For  that  reason  he  did  not  class 
the  two  proposals  on  the  Order  Paper  together. 
As  tbej  would  presently  come  to  the  Waikato 
Harbour  proposition,  it  would  be  better  not  to 
say  anything  about  it  until  then ;  but  when  it 
came  on  he  would  show  why  it  would  be  an  im- 
prudent one.  In  the  present  case  he  would  like 
to  hare  seen  long  ago  some  steps  taken  to  im- 
prore  the  Port  of  Gisbome,  because,  without 
resorting  to  the  usual  platitudes  about  extending 
the  resources  of  the  country,  developing  the  ener- 
gies of  the  people,  and  so  forth,  he  believed  that 
the  people  of  Poverty  Bay  were  situated  in  a  geo- 
graphical position  which  gave  them  a  special 
claim  to  consideration.  Although  it  was  jears 
since  he  was  there,  he  had  been  very  much 
astonished  by  the  progress  which  the  district  had 
made,  and  which  was  owing  not  more  to  the 
energy  and  enterprise  of  the  settlers  themselves 
than  to  the  adaptability  to  settlement  and  capa- 
city for  improvement  of  the  district.  In  the 
course  of  lime  they  would  be  obliged  to  take  some 
steps  to  connect  that  district  with  the  rest  of  the 
country,  which  at  present  there  was  very  little 
probability  of  doing ;  there  could  not  now  be  a 
dray-road  out  of  it,  or  a  raiboad,  or  indeed  any 
communication  except  by  water.  Therefore  it 
was  in  a  special  position  to  claim  from  the  colony 
that  its  harbour  should  be  put  into  a  better  state. 
Nevertheless,  it  would  not  be  right  to  give  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  or  the  determina- 
tion of  schemes  for  the  formation  of  harbours  to 
gentlemen  who  might  happen  to  be  Chairmen  and 
members  of  the  County  Council.  He  objected  to 
the  same  proposal  when  it  was  made  in  the  case 
of  the  Waikouaiti  Harbour  Bill.  They  should 
not  in  any  of  these  cases  allow  harbour  works  to 
be  constructed  until  -they  knew  exactly  what  was 
meant.  In  the  case  of  the  Blu£f  Harbour  endow- 
ment, which  he  had  supported,  there  was  ample 
evidence  before  the  Council  and  before  the  Select 
Committee  to  show,  even  to  those  who  were  not 
skilled  in  engineering,  that  there  was  a  rational 
and  well-thought-out  scheme  upon  the  basis  of 
which  assistance  was  claimed.  In  the  case  of 
Timafu  he  had  said  he  would  oppose  the  pro- 
poml  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  for  the  absolute  grant 
of  an  endowment,  and  he  would  still  endeavour 
to  make  it  necessary  that  the  Timaru  harbour 
works  should  be  submitted  to  Parliament.  He 
would  not  again  consent  to  the  formation  of  any 
Harbour  Bcwrd  where  it  was  proposed  to  grant 
an  endowment,  except  on  the  condition  that  the 
works  proposed  to  be  done  should  be  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  Parliament.  It  was  urged 
that  the  interference  of  Parliament  in  such  cases 
would  lead  to  a  want  of  due  care,  to  political  in- 
fluences, to  the  exercise  of  jobbing  propensities, 
log-rolling,  lobbying,  and  other  happy  terms  by 
which  they  designated  the  attempts  that  were 
made  to  influence  members  during  the  session. 
But  he  had  always  been  accustomed  to  look  to 
the  practice  and  the  precedents  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  In  the  Imperial  Parliament  the 
Bailway  Committees  did  a  tax  greater  amount 


of  work  than  other  Committees,  and  every  honor- 
able member  would  know  that  the  members  had 
to  work  very  hard  on  such  Committees.  The 
Council  should  not  allow  any  harbour  works — 
especially  where  the  commercial  future  of  the 
country  was  so  much  invoked — to  be  done  by  pri- 
vate indifiduals.  It  was  a  misfortune  that  the 
Gt>vernment  did  not  consider  it  to  be  its  duty  to 
undertake  works  of  that  sort.  But  that  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  present  Government,  because  the 
example  wa*  given  by  the  late  Government,  who 
last  year  allowed  a  great  number  of  Harbour 
Bills  to  be  passed,  and  endowments  to  be  made, 
or,  as  in  the  case  of  Timaru,  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  paid  over  which  would,  he  was  afraid,  be  cast 
into  the  sea. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  supported  the 
amendment.  His  principal  object  in  rising,  how- 
ever, was  to  correct  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell  that  the  late  GK>vemment  had 
given  the  Timaru  Harbour  Board  a  large  sum  of 
money.  That  money  was  due  to  the  Timaru 
Harbour  Board  by  the  Provincial  Government, 
and  its  payment  was  a  simple  recognition  of  a 
just  debt.  The  honorable  gentleman  also  alluded 
to  the  action  of  the  Council  last  year  in  regard  to 
several  Bills  which  contained  lai^ge  endowments. 
He  hoped  the  Council  would  be  as  consistent  in 
its  future  oonduct  in  regard  to  these  Bills  as  it 
was  last  year.  The  Timaru  Bill  was  thrown  out 
last  year,  and  would  probably  meet  with  the 
same  fate  this  year ;  but,  nevertheless,  their  oon- 
duct was  not  so  consistent  this  year  as  last  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  would  support 
the  amendment,  because  he  disapproved  of  the 
principle  of  allowing  private  members  to  intro- 
duce Bills  which  asked  for  large  endowments 
either  in  money  or  land.  He  was  sorry  to  hear 
the  Colonial  Secretary  say  that  one  of  the  reasons 
why  this  port  was  not  entitled  to  consideration 
was  that  it  did  not  contribute  largely  to  the  re- 
venue of  the  country.  That  might  not  be  the 
fault  of  the  place  itself ;  it  might  be  the  fault  of 
its  circumstances.  But  they  knew  that  there  was 
a  very  large  tract  of  valuable  and  fertile  land 
there.  The  honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  the 
quantity  of  wheat  produced  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  said  that  those  places  were  entitled 
to  a  harbour  on  that  account.  If  a  man  coidd 
get  land  for  £2  per  acre  that  would  produce 
wheat  within  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ufter  he 
became  the  owner  of  it,  he  would  be  recouped  for 
his  outlay,  and  the  land  would  not  be  dear.  But 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  land  in  the  North  Island 
which  would  not  grow  wheat  unless  after  a  large 
expenditure  of  money  and  labour:  hence  the  land 
bought  at  5s.  per  acre  was  not  cheaper  than  the 
other  land  at  £2  per  acre.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
stated  that  the  removal  of  a  rock  might  possibly 
injure  the  harbour.  Thirty-five  years  ago  he  went 
into  the  harbour  at  Gisborne  in  a  small  vessel, 
and  from  what  he  then  saw  he  could  assure  the 
Council  that  the  removal  of  the  rock  referred  to 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  entrance  of  vessels. 
He  was  not  led  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  that  day  three  months  because  he  did 
not  think  it  was  required.  He  thought  it  was* 
required;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govem- 
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ment  to  study  the  interests  of  every  part  of  the 
country,  witliout  reference  to  whether  the  land 
had  been  sold  in  tlie  first  instance  at  high  or 
low  prices.  The  Government  would  be  consulting 
the  interests  of  the  whole  colony  if  they  assisted 
to  make  any  portion  of  it  prosperous,  for  the 
increased  prosperity  of  any  one  portion  of  it  must 
add  to  the  prosperity  of  the  whole.  The  pro- 
sperity of  the  North  Island  would  go  a  great  way 
towards  solring  that  very  expcnsire  problem  they 
had  been  consid*^ring  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  and  he  did  not  expect  that  prosperity 
would  be  very  rapid  in  the  North  Island  until 
that  problem  was  solved .  He  had  known  men 
of  capital  visit  the  North  Island  and  see  land 
they  would  like  to  settle  upon,  but  from  stories 
they  heard  they  believed  it  would  be  unsafe  to 
do  so,  and  they  had  gone  to  other  parts  of  the 
country  where  they  could  settle.  He  was  sure 
that  nothing  would  tend  more  to  create  strength 
in  that  part  of  the  country  than  the  construction 
of  a  good  harbour.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
in  speaking  of  the  harbour  at  Taranaki,  made 
some  reference  to  the  eflect  a  good  harbour  would 
have  on  that  part  of  the  Island.  Now,  he  thought 
that  a  harbour  was  as  much  wanted  at  Gis^bome 
as  at  New  Plymouth.  It  might  be  desirable 
from  a  national  point  of  view  that  a  harbour  of 
refuge  should  be  constructed  in  Taranaki,  but 
he  doubted  very  much  whether  it  would  be  of 
greater  advantage  to  the  colony  than  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbour  at  Gisborne.  He  was 
content,  and  probably  the  honorable  member  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  would  be  content,  to  wait  for 
another  year,  and  perhaps  they  would  then  be 
able  to  convince  tlie  Government  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  do  something  for  that  part  of  the 
country. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  that  thb  BHl 
was  very  much  like  the  Bill  he  introduced  a  few 
days  ago.  It  contained  exactly  the  same  endow- 
ments for  the  whole  human  race  in  the  locality. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  made  a  good  fight 
for  it,  but  neither  he  nor  the  honoraUe  gentle- 
man had  a  good  case,  and  as  his  Bill  had  been 
rejected  so  he  imagined  this  one  would  be.  He 
felt  bound  to  support  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  had  voted 
for  some  of  the  Harbour  Bills,  not  that  he  in- 
tended to  support  them  eventually,  but  to  find 
out  what  the  pulicy  of  the  Government  was,  and 
to  shape  the  Bills  on  the  basb  of  that  policy. 
He  was  glad  the  Government  had  indicated  the 
policy  they  intended  to  pursue.  He  thought 
that  the  whole  of  these  Bills  should  have  the 
same  measure  of  justice  meted  out  to  4hem.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Williamson  seemed  to  think  that  the 
prosperity  of  a  country  depended  upon  harbours ; 
out  in  bis  opinion  the  industry  and  enterprise 
of  the  people  was  the  first  requisite.  Now,  the 
distinguishing  feature  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South,  as  compared  with  the  North,  was  the  ex- 
traordinary industry  of  the  one  and  the  peculiar 
apathy  of  the  other.  He  had  somo  idea  of  what 
progress  meant.  He  had  been  through  the 
country  of  the  North,  and  all  he  could  say  was, 
that  in  many  cases  it  was  a  very  great  pity  that 
such  a  fine  country  should  be  in  such  bad  hands. 
Hon,  Mr,  Williamson 


The  Hon.  Mr.-  PATERSON  thouglit  thti  if 
these  Bills  were  necessary  they  ought  to  be  in- 
troduced early  in  the  session.  It  seemed  strangf, 
after  so  many  Bills  had  been  dealt  with  bj  tbe 
Council,  that  they  should  be  at-ked  to  ooasider 
fresh  proposals  of  the  same  nature.  If  this  wu 
an  actual  case  of  necessity  it  would  lose  nothing 
by  being  allowed  to  stan^  over  for  another  yeir, 
when  they  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  ex- 
amine the  facts  and  deal  with  the  matter  at  it 
should  be  dealt  with.  At  present  they  had  no 
facts  before  them  connected  with  the  Port  of 
Gisborne,  and  he  should  therefore  support  tbe 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  the 
ground  that  the  provision  proposed  for  tbe  en- 
dowment of  the  harbour  wasi  by  no  means  equirs- 
lent  to  the  wants  of  the  district,  which  was  oite  of 
the  most  important  in  the  whole  Island.  Hie 
last  chance  of  further  prosperity  in  the  North 
I»land  opened  up  in  that  direction,  and  it  vai 
there  that  the  principal  wealth  in  land  left  to 
them  remained  undeveloped.  If  a  work  of  this 
kind  was  to  be  done  at  all,  it  should  be  done 
properly.  To  say  that  that  could  be  done  bj 
setting  apart  lands  at  the  top  of  mountains 
thirty-five  miles  from  the  port  was  perfectly 
ridiculous.  He  deprecated  approaching  tbe  con- 
sideration of  this  question  in  an  immature  and 
hasty  manner.  It  should  be  gone  into  in  an 
exhaustive  way,  and  the  absolute  necessity  for 
the  construction  of  the  work  must  be  recognized 
throughout  the  colony.  He  knew  the  district  of 
Poverty  Bay,  and  he,  too,  owed  it  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude because  the  Natives  did  not  eat  him,  neither 
did  he  think  it  likely  that  they  would  hare  eaten 
anybody  else.  The  fact  was,  that  the  Natires 
there  were  capable  of  very  great  advancement  in 
civilization,  and  the  day  was  not  far  distant 
when  the  whole  of  the  people  of  that  district 
would  contribute  largely  to  the  revenue.  If 
the  exports  from  that  part  of  the  country  were 
not  great,  the  fact  was  not  attributable  to  the 
apathy  of  the  people.  They  had  not  been  apa- 
thetic, but  a  great  portion  of  their  energy  wi 
been  expended  in  overcoming  conditions  which 
refused  to  yield  to  their  energy.  A  man  had  to 
toil  for  three  or  four  years  before  he  coold  get 
the  grass  to  grow  on  fern  lands  at  Poverty  Bay, 
and  even  then  it  required  heavy  stocking  to  bring 
it  into  reproductive  form.  Honorable  gentlemen 
like  his  friend  Mr.  Holmes,  who  knew  the  coun- 
try, were  fully  aware  that  the  people  of  tbe  dis- 
trict were  not  apathetic.  The  whole  of  the  East 
Coast  District,  particularly  the  Hawke's  Bay  Dis- 
trict, showed  as  great  signs  of  industry  as  any 
district  in  the  Southern  Island.  He  knew  this 
from  experience,  because  he  had  lived  in  the  dis- 
trict. He  remembered  the  time  when  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  get  5s.  per  acre  for  much 
of  the  land  in  Hawke's  Bay  :  in  fiwrt,  land  was 
then  valued  at  just  what  it  would  produce  in  the 
way  of  grass.  If  tbe  people  had  been  apathetic 
they  would  long  ago  have  given  up  the  effort  to 
cultivate  and  improve  these  fern  lands.  He  knew 
dozens  of  men  in  Auckland  who  had  gone  on  for 
years  spending  money  in  trying  to  improre  their 
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land,  bat  before  that  land  had  become  reproductire 
thej  had  been  rained.  These  remarks  were  only 
pertment  to  the  question  as  showing  that  some 
honorable  members  who  had  spoken  on  the  sub- 
ject had  not  fairly  estimated  the  value  of  the 
land,  and  the  value  of  the  labour  and  money 
which  had  been  expended  on  it.  When  they  had 
fairly  estimated  the  value  of  the  lands  and  the 
people  in  Poverty  Bay  they  would  be  prepared 
to  make  a  much  larger  provision  for  the  harbour 
in  that  district  than  tbey  were  now  asked  to 
make. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  a..B.  JOHNSON  said  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  know  what  kind  of  men  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Chamberlin  thought  should  be  placed  on  the 
Harbour  Boards.  The  honorable  gentleman  had 
said  tliat  he  objected  to  the  formation  of  the 
Board  as  proposed  by  the  Bill  for  the  reason  that 
the  members  of  County  Councils  generaMy  knew 
nothing  about  harbours.  He  (Mr.  Johnson)  was 
afraid  that  the  gentlemen  who  were  elected  as 
members  of  Harbour  Boards  were  frequently 
men  with  no  more  knowledge  of  harbour  worKs 
than  those  who  were  elected  to  the  County  Coun- 
cils. With  regard  to  what  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  had  said  respecting  the  Biverton  and 
Kakanui  Harbours,  he  would  read  a  few  extracts 
which  he  had  token  from  the  New  Zealand  Oa- 
teiie.  In  1875  the  imports  in  Poverty  Bay 
amounted  to  £7»238,  while  in  1876  they  amounted 
to  £18,234.  In  1875,  in  Riverton,  they  amounted 
to  £16,063,  and  last  year  they  amounted  to 
£8,078.  The  amount  for  Kakanui  was  very  much 
below  that.  He  might  state  that  it  was  the  same 
in  regard  to  the  Telegraph,  Postal,  and  Besident 
Magistrates'  Departments.  In  all  these,  as  far  as 
one  could  judge  from  published  returns,  Oisbome 
was  above  Biverton  or  Kakanui.  The  Customs 
revenue  return  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1877, 
was— at  the  Thames,  £2,837 ;  at  Poverty  Bay, 
£2,241;  at  New  Plymouth,  £1,930;  at  Oamaru, 
£2,608.  Kakanui  and  Biverton  were  nowhere. 
He  thought  these  figores  proved  that  the  state- 
ment's of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  were 
scarcely  borne  out.  Moreover,  the  population  of 
the  district  around  Gisbome  was  increasing  very 
rapidly.  He  mentioned  these  things  to  show  that 
the  district  was  not  of  such  small  importance  as 
some  honorable  gentlemen  represented  it  to  be. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  said  that  the 
object  of  the  Government  was  to  give  relief  to 
districts  which  were  blocked  out  of  the  ordinary 
commercial  highway  of  the  country.  He  believed 
that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  thought  the 
matter  over  he  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  was  one  of  the  first  districts  to  which  the 
Government  should  give  their  assistance.  The 
honorable  gentleman  had  also  said  that  the  people 
of  the  district  were  able  to  ship  their  cattle  and 
wool  without  difficulty.  That  was  hardly  correct. 
It  was  true  that  in  the  summer  months,  when  the 
weather  was  fine,  the  wool  and  cattle  could  be 
shipped  easily ;  but  it  was  not  so  in  other  parts  of 
the  year.  He  had  known  instances  of  steamers 
eoing  to  the  port  and  loading  with  cattle,  and 
having  to  discharge  their  cargo  three  times  before 
they  could  get  away,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
weather  which  prevailed  outside.    It  was  oleur 
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that  that  caused  an  enormous  loes  of  money. 
Then,  it  had  been  stated  that  the  district  did  not 
contribute  largely  to  the  revenue.  He  thought 
that  the  figures  he  had  quoted  proved  that  to  be 
incorrect.  With  regard  to  the  point  that  an 
undertaking  of  this  description  should  not  be 
entered  into  until  it  had  been  thoroughly  con- 
sidered, he  could  only  say  that  he  agreed  entirely 
with  that.  He  was  only  afraid  that  some  of  the 
public  works  in  the  colony  had  been  entered  into 
without  having  been  thoroughly  considered.  He 
would  be  prepared  to  propose  that  a  clause  should 
be  inserted  m  the  Bill  providing  that  nothing 
should  be  done  until  the  plans  for  the  work  had 
been  thoroughly  investigated  and  approved  by  the 
Engineer-in-Ohief.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin  say  that  the  Bill  had  been 
brought  forward  for  a  political  purpose.  He  (Mr. 
Johnson)  did  not  think  that  such  was  the  case. 
He  knew  that  for  some  time  past  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  had  been  very  desirous  of  having 
some  steps  taken  to  provide  for  the  nroper  care 
of  the  harbour,  and  he  believed  this  BiU  was  the 
result. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  30tk  November,  1877. 

First  Resding— Second  Be«ding»— Third  Readings— Minis- 
terial Residences  —  Thorndon  School  —  Picton  and 
Blenheim  Railway— Opawa  Bridge— "New  Zealand 
Hand-book" — Civil  Serrice— Duntroon  and  Korow 
Railwav— Stamp  Bill— Oovernment  Native  Land  Par* 
chases  Disoontinnanoe  Bill- Destitute  Persons  Bill^ 
Disqoalifioation  Bill  No.  2. 

Mr.  Sfsakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIBST  READING. 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BilL 

SECOND  READINGS. 
West    Harbour    Mayoralty    Bill,    Dangerous 
Goods    Bill,    Canterbury    Roads    Bill,    Te    Aro 
Reclamation  BilL 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Stamp  Bill,  West  Harbour  Mayoralty  Bill, 
Maori  Real  Estate  Management  Bill,  Native 
Land  Bill,  Government  Native  Land  Purchases 
Bill,  Shippmg  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Dangerous 
Goods  BOf,  Whangarei  Harbour  Bill,  Wyndham 
Sriow-Ground  Bill,  Canterbury  Road  Ordinance 
Bill,  Te  Aro  Redamation  Bill. 

MINISTERIAL  RESIDENCES. 

Mr.  CURTIS  brought  up  the  following  report 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  on  the  question 
of  the  occupation  of  Ministerial  residences : — 

"The  Public  Accounts  Committee  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  they  have  inquired  into  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  vacating  Ministerial  resi- 
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dences  by  Ministers  retiring  from  office  during 
session,  and  bare  come  to  tbe  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

"  1.  That  Ministers  retiring  from  office  should 
vacate  the  Ministerial  residences  within  thirty 
days  after  such  retirement. 

"  2.  That,  as  regards  the  present  session,  retiring 
Ministers  should  be  at  liberty  to  retain  posses- 
sion,  free  from  rent,  until  the  prorogation  of  the 
General  Assembly." 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  moved,  That  the  report  be 
printed.  In  doing  so  he  would  like  to  say  that, 
idthongh  it  was  desirable  that  there  should  be 
a  settlement  of  a  question  of  this  kind,  still  he 
apprehended  that  the  Committee  had  gone  rather 
far  in  the  conclusion  they  had  come  to.  He  did 
not  see  why  a  month's  time  was  necessary  for 
Ministers  retiring  from  office  to  make  other  ar- 
rangements for  the  remainder  of  the  session, 
and  he  thought,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the 
conclusion  come  to  with  regard  to  the  predeces- 
sors of  the  present  Ministry  was  too  liberal.  By 
the  time  Parliament  was  prorogued  they  would 
hare  had  occupation  of  these  residences  for  about 
eeren  weeks  aiter  retiring  from  office.  He  had 
understood  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
that  he  and  his  colleagues  admitted  tne  pro- 
priety of  paying  a  reasonable  rental  for  the 
occupation  of  the  residences  after  a  certain  time. 
As  the  House  would  probably  desire  to  consider 
whether  tbe  report  should  be  adopted  or  not,  he 
would  move.  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Sir  G.  GREY  understood  that  the  arrange- 
ment he  had  proposed  had  been  agreed  to :  that 
was  that,  after  a  reasonable  time,  say  about  a  fort- 
night, the  members  of  the  late  Ministry  should 
Sy  a  fair  rent  for  the  Ministerial  residences, 
e  did  not  speak  from  any  personal  interest  in 
the  matter.  He  spoke  entirely  from  a  conception 
of  what  was  due  to  the  public.  The  moment 
Ministers  left  office  they  received  the  honorarium 
the  same  as  other  members,  and  this  was  gi?en 
in  part  to  pay  house  rent;  and,  while  they  re- 
ceired  the  honorarium  from  the  public  to  enable 
them  to  pay  rent,  the  public  had  a  right  to  re- 
ceive rent  lot  these  houses.  He  understood  that 
arrangement  was  agreed  to  openly  in  the  House ; 
and  it  ought  to  be  followed,  for  the  purpose  of 
setting  an  example  to  the  Service  that  no  advan- 
tage should  be  derived  from  any  office  except  such 
OS  belonged  to  that  office,  and  that  it  was  not 
right  to  occupy,  free  of  rent,  a  house  belonging 
to  the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  draw  an  al- 
lowance for  lodgings  from  the  public. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  it  appeared  that  the 
question  was  scarcely  one  affecting  the  public. 
It  was  a  question  as  between  Ministers  and 
Ministers.  He  recollected  the  question  being 
raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  as  to 
what  arrangement  had  been  made  with  regard  to 
the  payment  of  rent  bv  Ministers  when  thev  went 
out  of  office.  He  spoke  from  recollection,  but  he 
thought  tlie  answer  of  the  Premier  was  that  after 
a  reasonable  time  rent  should  be  paid,  but  no  re- 
ference was  made  to  the  end  of  the  session,  nor  to 
any  other  time.  The  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  agreed  that  that  was  reasonable.  He  thought 
the  country  would  not  be  at  all  pleased  at  the 
Mr,  Ouriis 


Gt)vemm6nt  driving  a  hard  bargain  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind.  What  was  fair  for  one  Minister 
was  fair  for  another.  Hitherto  the  understand- 
ing had  been  that  retiring  Ministers  should  not 
be  disturbed  during  the  continuance  of  the  ses- 
sion. If  the  present  Ministry  were  turned  out, 
that  custom  would  operate  equally  in  their  favour. 
This  was  not  a  question  that  appealed  to  th« 
pockets  of  the  people.  It  was  simply  a  question 
of  the  action  of  one  set  of  Ministers  in  regard  to 
another  set  of  Ministers,  and  he  was  sure  the 
country  would  not  think  very  highli-  of  any  set 
of  men  who  did  not  recognize  that  this  was  purely 
a  question  of  good  feeling.  It  was  a  great  pity 
the  question  had  been  discussed  in  the  House, 
and  that  the  matter  bad  not  been  decided  in 
accordance  with  custom  instead  of  being  treated 
as  a  matter  of  law. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  CK)vemment  were  act- 
ing like  the  dog  in  the  manger.  He  might  men- 
tion that  he  had  vacated  his  house  immediatelj 
upon  leaving  office,  and  the  house  stood  empty 
to  the  present  moment — no  member  of  the  Qif 
Tcmraent  had  taken  possession  of  it;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  far  better  that  the  houses 
should  be  taken  care  of  by  those  at  present  in 
possession  than  that  the  colony  should  have  to 
pay  a  man  to  take  charge  of  them  while  they  re- 
mained empty.  Besides,  members  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  made  arrangements  for  the  whole  session, 
and  if  retiring  Ministers  were  to  be  turned  out 
during  the  session  it  would  necessitate  the  de- 
spatch of  their  families  to  their  homes  in  other 
provinces.  He  thought  the  report  was  a  veiy 
fair  one,  and  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  it. 
He  was  sorry  to  have  to  mention  that  he  had 
received  a  notice  from  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Public  Works,  offering  to  appoint  a  man  to  assess 
the  rental  for  the  house  during  the  interval  that 
had  elapsed  since  he  left  office.  This  document, 
which  was  a  very  norel  one,  was  received  bng 
after  he  (Mr.  McLean)  had  left  the  house,  and 
was  as  follows : — 

"Public  Works  Office, 
"Wellington,  22nd  November,  1877. 

"  SiB,— I  am  directed  by  the  Hon.  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  to  remind  you  Ihat  jour 
official  occupation  of  the  Ministerial  residence  in 
Molesworth  Street  ceased  on  the  13th  October, 
the  date  of  your  leaving  office. 

"  I  am  to  take  this  opportunity  to  point  out 
that,  while  the  Minister  has  no  desire  to  incon- 
venience you  by  an  earlier  removal  than  is  com- 
patible with  your  other  arrangements,  it  will  be 
expected  that  you  pay  a  rental  for  the  premises 
from  the  date  of  your  leaving  office  until  that 
of  your  being  able  to  give  up  possession. 

"  The  Minister  will  be  prepared  to  appoint  an 
arbitrator  to  fix  the  rate  of  rental  to  be  paid,  if 
you,  either  individually  or  in  common  with  other 
members  of  the  late  Ministry  similariy  situated, 
will  oblige  by  namins  another. — I  have,  Ac., 
"John  Kkowlbs, 
"  Under  Secretary  for  Public  Works. 

"G.  McLean,  Esq.,  M.H.R.,  Ac." 

He  did  not  think  this  was  a  credit  to  the 
Government,  and  it  was  as  well  that  it  should 
go  forth  to  the  world. 
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Mr.  BO  WEN  was  sorrj  thiv  subject  had  again 
been  brought  up  for  discussion.  The  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  suggested  that  the  question 
should  go  to  the  Public  Works  Committee  as  the 
most  business-like  waj  of  settling  the  matter. 
The  members  of  the  late  Go?emment  had  con- 
tinued to  occupy  these  houses  simplj  because  of 
their  inabilitjir  to  get  other  houses  before  the  end 
of  the  session  ;  but  he  might  say  for  himself  that 
he  would  rather  paj  rent  from  the  moment  he 
left  office  than  have  these  repeated  discussions 
about  the  matter.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  car- 
dinal point  of  the  policy  of  the  Premier,  from 
the  moment  the  late  Government  left  office,  that 
these  Ministerial  residences  should  be  dealt  with ; 
and  he,  for  one,  would  rather  accept  any  arrange- 
ment as  to  rent  than  have  any  more  of  these  dis- 
cussions. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  that  on  a  previous  even- 
ing they  had  a  very  extraordinary  oration  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  about  the  ex- 
cellent officers  they  had  in  the  service  of  the 
colony.  One  would  have  thought,  if  these  men 
were  so  good,  they  would  have  been  able  to  let 
the  Qovemnient  know  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti  had  vacated  his  Ministerial 
residence.  It  must  be  the  duty  of  some  officer  to 
accept  the  kejs  of  these  houses  when  they  were 
vacated,  and  surely  the  head  of  the  department 
should  have  known  when  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikouaiti  moved  out.  The  real  solution  of 
this  question  would  only  be  arrived  at  by  paying 
Ministers  what  they  had  to  receive  in  cash.  The 
residences  should  be  put  up  to  auction  and 
turned  into  money.  Of  course  the  occupants 
would  not  like  to  be  disturbed  so  long  as  there 
was  a  chance  of  getting  back  to  power. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  there  should  be  Ministerial  resi- 
dences, and  it  should  be  thoroughly  understood 
that,  when  a  change  of  Qt>vemment  took  place, 
the  retiring  Ministers  might  remain  in  posses- 
sion for  a  reasonable  time  after  the  session.  It 
would  be  most  unreasonable  to  expect  Ministers 
with  families  to  remove  out  of  the  Ministerial 
residences  the  moment  they  left  office,  and,  as  to 
pajing  rent,  he  could  hardly  imagine  that  any  one 
thought  of  such  a  thing.  It  was  almost  con- 
temptible to  attempt  in  that  way  to  screw  a  few 
pounds  out  of  the  gentlemen  who  lately  sat  on 
the  Qovemment  benches.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  reject  any  such  proposal,  and  that 
ex-MiniBters  would  be  allowed  to  remain  in  their 
residences  for  a  reasonable  time  after  the  end  of 
the  session  —  for  a  week  at  any  rate.  It  was 
absurd  to  call  upon  Ministers  to  leave  the  Minis- 
terial residences  at  a  moment's  notice  when  they 
were  put  out  of  office. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  thought  this  matter  should  not 
have  come  before  the  House.  They  had  been 
repeatedly  told  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  Ministers  should  be  provided  with  residences. 
That  might  be  so,  but  they  found  that  the  late 
Government,  who  left  office  six  or  seren  weeks  ago, 
determined  to  retain  occupation  of  their  residences 
as  long  as  possible.  It  was  wholly  a  matter  be- 
tween the  present  and  the  late  Government.  He 
had  no  doubt  that,  if  the  late  Government  found 


it  inconvenient  to  leave  at  a  short  notice,  an 
arrangement  could  easily  be  come  to. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE  said  this  matter  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  for  over  an  hour  that  day.  The  ques- 
tion was  too  paltry  even  to  be  considered  by  that 
Committee,  and  therefore  it  was  not  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  He  hoped 
nothing  more  would  be  said  about  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL  thought  that  the  report  of 
the  Public  Account^  Committee  was  a  very  good 
one.  The  present  Ministry  could  not  be  put  to 
much  inconvenience  through  not  being  able  to 
take  possession  of  the  Ministerial  residences  this 
session,  for  none  of  them  had  brought  their  fami- 
lies to  Wellington,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
they  did  not  expect  to  have  seats  on  the  Go- 
vernment benches.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
next  year  things  would  be  in  a  difierent  position. 
The  gentlemen  who  now  composed  the  Govern- 
ment would  probably  be  turned  out  in  the  first 
week  of  next  session,  and  under  those  circum- 
stances he  thought  that  the  matter  should  be 
allowed  to  drop  K>r  the  present. 

Mr.  MURRAY  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
question  he  asked  the  Government  on  a  previous 
day  was,  as  to  when  they  would  introduce  a  Bill 
to  reduce  Ministers'  salaries  and  to  deal  with  the 
residences.  In  his  own  opinion  there  was  no 
difference  between  Ministers  and  members.  He 
thought  the  residences  should  be  disposed  of  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  complafned  that  he  had  received 
notice  that  he  would  be  required  to  pay  rent  for 
his  house. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  explained  that  he  received  the 
letter  he  had  complained  of  a  long  time  after  he 
had  left  his  residence. 

Mr.  MURRAY  would  ask  the  honorable  gentle- 
man whether  he  had  given  a  notice  to  the  officers 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  that  he  had 
left.  A  somewhat  similar  difficulty  had  occurred 
in  1872,  when  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  turned  out  of 
office  by  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  thought  it  would  be  well, 
in  connection  with  this. matter,  to  look  back  to 
what  occurred  in  1869,  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Fox)  deposed  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru,  and  bundled  him  out  of 
his  residence  without  the  slightest  ceremony.  He 
(Mr.  Wakefield)  was  Private  Secretary  to  the  Pre- 
mier at  that  time,  and,  as  such,  he  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  Mr.  Stafford  : — 

"  Government  Offices, 
"Wellington,  10th  August,  1869. 

"  Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I 
am  directed  by  Mr.  Fox  to  remind  you  that  it  it 
six  weeks  since  he  assumed  office,  and  became 
entitled  to  the  use  of  the  Ministerial  residenct 
occupied  by  you. 

"  Mr.  Fox  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  place  it  at 
his  disposal  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  will 
be  so  good  as  to  iuform  him  in  reply  when  you 
will  be  able  to  do  so. — I  have,  Sus., 

**  Edwaed  Wakefiild. 

"  E.  W.  Stafford,  Esq.,  M.H.R.,  Wellington." 

The  honorable  member  for  Timaru  argued,  in 
reply  to  that  letter,  that  he  WM  entitled  to  !•• 
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main  in  pofteMion  of  the  Ministerial  residence 
until  the  session  terminated,  while  the  honorahle 
member  for  Wanganui  contended  that  he  was 
entitled  to  possession  iVom  the  daj  on  which  lie 
came  into  office.  The  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  quoted  the  case  of  Mr.  Weld,  who  was 
ousted  by  him  in  1865,  and  who  was  not  required 
to  give  up  possession  of  his  residence  until  after 
the  end  of  the  session.  The  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui  replied, — 

**  With  respect  to  the  understanding  to  which 
jou  refer,  that  the  Minister  who  resigned  during 
the  session  should  oocupj  the  Minuterial  resi- 
dence until  the  end  of  the  session,  I  would  ob- 
serf e  that  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain  from  the 
permanent  officers  of  Gk>femment  that  such  an 
understanding  e?er  existed,  nor  do  I  exactly 
apprehend  between  whom  it  did  or  could  exist." 

The  opinion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui  in  1869  was,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  for  Timaru  should  leare  his  residence,  no 
matter  what  inoouTenienoe  might  be  caused  to 
himself  and  his  family.  That  honorable  gentle- 
man begged  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  house  and  pay  rent,  but  that  priTileee  was 
flatly  refused,  the  honorable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui remarking  that  he  knew  nothing  about  rent  for 
Ministerial  residences.  The  honoraole  member  for 
Port  Chalmers,  who  generallT  looked  after  small 
matters  of  this  kind,  should  recollect  that  the 
question  of  renting  Ministerial  residences  was 
raised  in  the  House  some  weeks  previously,  when 
the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
Temment  st«t^  that  no  decision  had  yet  been 
oome  to  regarding  the  matter,  but  that,  after  a 
reasonable  time  had  been  giren  to  ex-Ministers  to 
leare  their  houses  if  they  chose  to  do  so,  the  Go- 
remment  proposed  to  charge  a  moderate  rent. 
The  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  who  was 
present  at  the  time,  said  that  was  quite  reason- 
able. In  a  matter  of  this  kind  the  conTenience 
of  both  the  retiring  and  incoming  Ministers 
should  be  considered.  The  present  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  been  ill  for  some  time,  and  it 
would  hare  been  yery  much  more  conrenient  for 
him  if  he  had  been  occupying  one  of  the  Minis- 
terial residences  during  his  sickness  than  the 
miserable  lodgings  which  most  honorable  mem- 
bers had  to  put  up  with  when  they  came  to  Wel- 
lington. He  thought  that  Ministers  should  hare 
the  opportunity  of  takins  possession  of  those 
residences  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  accepted 
office,  without,  of  course,  turning  out  the  late 
Ministers  in  a  rude  manner.  Arrangements 
oould  easily  be  made  to  suit  the  conTenienoe  of 
both  parties. 

Mr.  FOX  had  had  no  intention  of  taking  any 
part  in  this  discussion,  and  he  would  not  have 
done  so  if  the  honorable  sentleman  who  had  just 
•at  down  had  not  taken  it  upon  himself  to  gire 
an  account  of  what  took  place  between  himself 
(Mr.  Fox)  and  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru 
in  1869.  As  the  honorable  gentleman  had  spoken 
in  a  sneering  manner  of  the  affair,  he  wished  to 
•ay  a  few  words  in  reply.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man had  said  that  Mr.  Stafford  was  ''bundled" 
out  of  his  house.  But  what  did  this  ''bundling" 
consist  in  ?  The  facts  were  simply  these  :  that, 
Mr,  JTaH/Uld 


after  the  honoraiRe  member  for  Timam  had  o^ 
cupied  his  house  for  six  weeks  subeequent  to  tba 
date  of  his  retirement  from  office,  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
wrote  a  courteous  and  temperate  note  to  hia 
with  reference  to  his  occupation  of  the  house;  boi 
the  honorable  gentleman's  reply  was  not  at  all  of 
a  conciliatory  character.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man did  not  intimate  to  him  at  that  time  that  he 
would  be  put  to  any  inconrenienoe  by  hating  to 
remore.  He  was  permitted  to  remain  in  occupa- 
tion for  six  weeks,  and  then  it  was  intimated  to 
him  that  it  would  be  to  the  convenience  of  the 
incoming  Ministry  if  he  would  ffire  up  p 
sion.  His  impression  was,  that  thehonorable  i 
ber  for  Timaru  was  by  no  means  "  bundled  oat " 
of  the  residence  occupied  by  him.  He  bad  no 
hesitation  in  leaving  it  to  honorable  members  who 
were  in  the  House  at  that  time  to  say  whether 
there  was  the  smallest  discourtesy  on  his  part 
towards  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru.  He 
should  be  rery  sorry  to  exhibit  such  a  feding 
towards  that  honorable  gentleman.  The  allega- 
tion about ''  bundling  "  that  honorable  centleDoan 
out  was  as  inaccurate  a  statement  of  the  caee  as 
it  was  possible  to  place  before  the  House.  With 
reference  to  the  merits  of  the  particular  ease 
before  the  House,  honorable  members  appeared 
to  put  it  on  the  high  ground  of  principle  that 
no  Minister  should  receive  more  than  that  which 
was  strictly  his  due,  and  that  anything  else  would 
be  robbing  the  people.  He  thought  that  was  a 
miserable,  trumpery,  cheeseparing  view  of  the 
question — one  utterly  unworthy  of  the  Premier, 
and  unworthy  of  this  House.  To  raise  a  ques- 
tion on  a  little  paltry  matter  of  a  few  pounds 
seemed  altogether  contemptible.  There  was  in 
every  legislative  institution  a  kind  of  radicalism 
— ^he  did  not  call  it  low  radicalism — which  dealt 
in  actions  of  this  kind,  and  made  people  outeide 
believe  that  they  were  great  patriots,  and  Tory 
economical  of  the  public  money.  They  would 
get  up  a  discussbn  about  a  paltry  oension  to  an 
old  Sergeant-at-Arms,  or  reducing  tne  salary  of  a 
poor  porter,  so  as  to  make  a  parade  before  their 
constituents,  and  to  show  that  they  were  the 
great  Humes  of  the  Assembly.  In  other  legii- 
fative  Assemblies  the  same  sOrt  of  thing  was  in- 
dulged in.  He  would  consider  the  matter  from 
another  point  of  view.  He  thought  a  queatioo 
like  this  should  be  settled  among  hononUe 
members  themselves,  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
between  the  incoming  Ministry  and  the  outgoing 
Ministry.  He  was  sure  there  was  no  honoraUe 
member  on  the  Government  benches  who  would 
not  be  elad  to  show  any  courtesy  to  any  out- 
going Ministry.  He  submitted  that  there  was 
a  great  inconvenience  in  the  way  of  the  out* 
going  Ministry  obtaining  suitable  ]od|;ings  few 
themselres  and  their  faroiles.  The  incoming 
Ministry  might  consist  of  those  happy  individuals, 
single  gentlemen,  who  could  live  in  a  comfort- 
able hotel,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  an 
outgoing  Minister  should  be  turned  out  of  his 
residence  with  perhaps  a  delicate  wife  and  eight 
or  nine  children,  and  be  reduced  to  the  absolute 
possibility  of  finding  lodgings  somewhere.  They 
could  not  expect  that  they  could  take  lode* 
in  an  hotel.    Under  circumstMiees  of  that 
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•ome  oontideration  thoald  be  tbown  to  gentlemen 
in  the  position  in  which  outgoing  Ministers  were 
placed.  It  was  altogether  a  matter  of  good  feel- 
ing between  gentlemen,  and  in  which  courtesy 
should  be  the  guiding  principle.  He  would  not 
object  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
that  there  should  be  a  fixed  term  of  thirty  days, 
beyond  which  the  outgoing  Ministers  should  not 
occupy  their  residences.  He  did  not  think  that 
would  lead  to  any  serious  inconTenienoe.  He  bad 
DO  doubt  the  good  feeling  of  any  Ministry  would 
always  lead  to  an  adjustment  of  the  matter  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  He  was 
sorry  that  there  was  any  necessity  for  making 
any  remarks,  but  after  the  statements  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine  it  was  impos- 
sible that  he  should  not  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  explained  that  he  meant 
no  disrespect  to  the  honorable  member  for  Wa- 
nganui.  He  offered  no  opinion  on  the  matter, 
but  simply  referred  to  the  only  precedent  they 
had,  showing  how  the  matter  bod  oeen  dealt  with 
formerly. 

Mr.  tfOYCE  trusted  they  would  waste  no  more 
time  in  discussing  this  question.  He  thought 
they  should  aToid  for  the  future  any  possibility 
of  the  occurrence  of  a  discussion  on  a  subject  so 
trifial,  by  selling  the  Ministerial  residences  as 
soon  as  possible.  He  did  not  see  why  Ministers 
could  not  proyide  lodgings  for  themselret  as 
other  members  bad  to  do,  and  thus  ayoiH  the 
pitiable  exhibition  they  had  had  this  session. 
He  saw  no  special  reason  why  the  colony  should 
proyide  Ministers  with  houses,  and  held  that,  if 
they  were  to  be  so  provided,  the  proper  corollary 
would  be  to  haye  a  model  lodging-house  attached 
to  Bellamy's  for  the  benefit  of  pnyate  members. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  some  step  should  be  taken 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  Honorable  members 
would  be  neglecting  their  duty  if  they  did  not 
establish  some  rule  rather  than  be  liable  to  un- 
pleasant occurrences  when  changes  of  Ministry 
took  place.  He  objected  to  the  tone  assumed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  when  speak- 
ing on  this  subject.  When  any  person  took  his 
stand  on  the  ground  of  any  recognised  principle 
the  honorable  gentleman  immedistely  held  him 
up  to  ridicule,  or  attempted  to  do  so,  forgetting 
that  he  often  laid  himself  open  to  ridicule.  It 
was  better  that  honorable  members  should  take 
up  a  high  moral  stand  than  a»sume  the  r6U  of  a 
charlatan  or  a  buffoon.  He  would  ask  whether 
honorable  gentlemen  came  to  this  deliberatiye 
and  representatiye  Assembly  to  j)lay  the  part 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  played  two 
or  three  times  during  this  session — a  part  not 
conduciye  to  the  dignity  of  the  House,  but  one 
which  was  calcuUted  to  bring  the  whole  House 
into  ridicule.  They  had  seen  in  the  newspapers 
words  like  these :  '*  another  specimen  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wanganui ;"  "  another  scene  in 
the  House;"  when  the  honorable  member  made  a 
speech  like  that  he  had  just  deliyered,  and  when 
there  was  no  necessity  for  such  language  being 
used.  The  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  think 
he  was  a  priyileged  person  in  that  respect.  It 
was  unbeooming  in  a  man  of  his  yeiMrs,  ftnd  in 


one  whose  name  had  been  long  associated  with 
the  history  of  the  country.  It  would  have  been 
far  better  had  the  honorable  gentleman  simply 
spoken  on  the  question  before  the  House  and 
giyen  the  result  of  hiis  experience  upon  it,  rather 
than  haye  talked  of  the  Premier's  cheese-paring 
policy.  It  was  the  absence  of  principle  in  these 
matters  which  he  (Mr.  Bees)  beUeyed  had  lowered 
the  tone  of  this  House.  Howeyer  triyial  the 
matter  might  be,  it  was  far  better  that  it  should 
be  regulated  upon  some  known  principle — a  prin- 
ciple from  which  no  Minister  or  any  one  else  could 
depart.  Instead  of  this  beins  a  cheese-paring 
policy,  it  was  the  assertion  of  a  high-standing 
principle,  which  should  be  encouraged  in  this 
House  rather  than  ridiculed.  The  same  prin- 
ciple which  regulated  such  matters  as  these,  how- 
eyer trivial  they  might  be,  would  regulate  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  countir.  If 
they  were  simply  to  make  them  matters  of  oon- 
yenience  and  not  of  principle,  the  whole  business 
of  the  country  would  be  conducted  in  the  same 
manner.  He  was  not  ashamed  of  making  a  high 
stalking-horse  of  principle,  and  he  would  rather 
hear  more  of  it,  both  inside  and  outside  of  the 
House.  He  thought  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  be  printed,  and  some  resolution 
arrived  at  which  would  definitely  adopt  either 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  or  some 
other  plan  which  would  be  considered  satisfactory 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  BBID  remarked  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  was  about  the  last 
person  in  the  House  who  should  take  upon  him- 
self the  position  of  censor.  His  reference  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui  no  doubt  he 
considered  in  very  good  taste,  but  he  (Mr.  Beid) 
thought  differently,  and,  as  for  that  honorable 
gentleman's  speeches  being  ridiculous,  no  honor- 
able member's  speeches  were  so  ridiculous  as 
those  of  the  honoi^ble  member  for  Auckland 
City  East.  He  looked  upon  this  as  an  exceed- 
ingly trumpery  affiur,  and  he  thought  it  was 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  two  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  should  have  thought  fit  to  haye  raised  a 
debate  upon  such  a  question,  and  so  have  led  to 
the  waste  of  a  great  deal  of  time  which  might 
have  been  profitably  occupied  in  going  on  with 
the  business  on  the  Order  Paper.  Not  only  had 
one  Minister  introduced  this  subject,  but  the  Pre- 
mier must  needs  make  it  appear  that  this  matter 
involved  a  great  question  of  public  policy,  and 
that  the  public  revenues  would  be  afiected  by  the 
decision  which  the  House  might  come  to  on  this 
occasion.  That  was  not  the  case,  for  the  publio 
revenues  would  not  be  affected  in  any  way.  He 
could  not  conceive  that  it  was  for  one  moment 
intended  that,  during  the  short  interregnum  that 
might  take  place  between  the  resignation  of  a 
Government  and  the  assumption  of  office  by 
another  Qovemment,  these  buildings  should  oe 
let.  There  was  a  question  of  a  very  grave 
character  which  might  be  debated  fairly,  and 
that  vras,  whether  it  was  now  necessary  to  keep 
Ministerial  residences ;  but  that  was  entirely 
apart  from  the  question  as  to  whether  Ministers 
retiring  from  office  should  yacate  the  residences 
one  or  two  weeks  earlier  than  at  present,  in 
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order  that  their  tucoessors  might  take  postes- 
sion  of  them  one  or  two  -weeks  sooner.  It  was 
simply  a  question  of  convenience  as  between  the 
retiring  and  incoming  Ministers,  and  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  public  revenue.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  proper  that  the  gentlemen  who 
were  in  occupation  of  the  residences  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  session  should  be  entitled  to  retain 
possession  until  the  close  of  the  session,  whatever 
changes  might  in  tlie  meantime  occur.  It  had 
occurred — and  doubtless  would  occur  again — that 
two  changes  of  Ministry  had  taken  place  during 
one  session,  and  it  would  be  exceedingly  incon- 
venient for  a  Ministry  who  happened  to  be  in 
office  for  only  a  week  to  move  in  and  move  out 
of  tliose  residences.  The  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee had  brought  in  a  different  proposal — 
namely,  that  retiring  Ministers  should  be  allowed 
one  month  to  leave  the  residences.  Possibly 
the  House  might  agree  to  that,  although  he 
preferred  the  plan  he  had  suggested.  As  to 
the  other  question,  he  thought  the  necessity 
for  Ministerial  residences  was  becoming  less 
dav  by  day,  and  it  was  quite  possible  that  the 
colony  could  soon  do  without  mkvin^  them.  He 
did  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  having  acquired 
the  houses,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
colony  to  dispose  of  them.  The  colony  might 
retain  possession  of  them  until  such  time  as 
the  buildings  required  too  great  an  outlay  in  the 
shape  of  repairs.  They  could  then  be  disposed  of, 
and  after  that  Ministers  could  provide  themselves 
with  accommodation  as  they  pleased.  However, 
be  was  sorry  that  the  question  had  been  raised 
that  day,  especially  under  existing  circumstances, 
because  there  were  matters  of  far  greater  import- 
ance to  be  considered,  by  which  not  £6  or  £10 
but  thousands  of  pounds  could  be  saved  to  the 
colony  if  due  attention  were  given  to  them. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  said  the  simple  question 
at  issue  now  was,  how  long  retiring  Ministers 
were  to  retain  possession  of  the  residences ;  and 
he  thought  that  should  be  settled,  because  it  was 
not  right  that  the  colony  should  be  paying  the 
rent  of  houses  for  ex- Ministers  while  Ministers 
were  also  drawing  house-allowances.  He  under- 
stood that  the  late  Ministers  had  refused  to  pay 
rent. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Tuapeka  was*  quite  mistaken  in  stating  that  the 
late  Ministers  had  refused  to  pay  rent :  nothing 
of  the  kind  had  occurred.  "What  had  occurred 
was  tliis:  His  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Egmont,  after  consultation  with  Ministers, 
agreed  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  referred 
to  the  Public  Accounts  -  Committee,  he  being 
willing  to  pay  everything  that  was  considered  to 
be  fair.  Therefore  the  matter  had  been  referred 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  REES,  as  a  member  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee,  denied  that  such  was  the  case. 
He  thought  the  general  question  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them.  Had  it  been  otherwise  he  should 
have  tabled  a  resolution  on  the  subject.  Ho 
had  never  looked  ot  the  matter  in  the  light  of 
an  arbitration. 

Major  ATKINSON  Fuid  there  was  nothing  of 
the  nature  of  an  arbitration.  The  position  of  the 
Mr.  Eeid 


thing  was  this  :  Hearing  who  was  to  take  i 
sion  of  the  residence  in  which  he  had  lived,  he 
waited  upon  him  and  asked  if  he  (Major  Atkin- 
son) were  to  turn  out  at  once,  llie  reply  waa, 
**  No ;  do  not  hurry.  It  will  not  inconvenience 
me.  Take  your  own  time."  After  that  he  re- 
ceived the  extraordinary  drcnlar  which  had  been 
read  to  the  House,  and  which  he  certainly  con- 
sidered was  not  that  kind  of  communicatioa 
which  should  pass  between  gentlemen,  especially 
when  one  of  the  parties  was  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  He  then  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  House,  but  on  second 
thought  considered  it  too  trivial.  He  therefore 
saw  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  and  suggested  that  the  best  course  would 
be  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  to  determine  the  terms  and  conditions 
upon  which  they  should  leave  the  residences. 
That  was  agreed  to,  and  he  showed  the  Minister 
of  Justice  the  resolution  he  purposed  propoemft ; 
and  that  honorable  gentleman  agreed  with  it.  It 
was  submitted  to  the  House,  agreed  to,  and  the 
matter  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. Tiiat  was  all  that  had  occurred  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  and  the  only  thing  he  had  to 
regret  was  that  such  an  insulting  circular  had 
been  sent  to  the  late  Ministers.  As  to  the  maia 
question,  he  should  defer  his  remarks  till  another 
occasion. 

Mr.  BARFF  trusted  that  the  House  would 
remember  that  it  was  getting  very  late  in  the 
session,  and  at  once  dispose  of  a  matter  which 
should  never  have  come  hefore  the  House  at  sdL 
It  was  a  question  with  which  the  Government  were 
quite  competent  to  deal,  and  sending  it  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  to  report  upon  had 
been  almost  as  absurd  as  appointing  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Audit  to  report  upon  the  fall  of  the 
Brunner  Bridge  last  year.  It  was  all  very  well 
for  gentlemen  who  could  not  discover  any  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  to  bring  up  a  discussion  of  this 
kind,  but  private  members  could  not  afford  to  sit 
and  listen  to  such  interminable  talk.  If  at  a 
future  time  the  House  got  into  such  a  discus- 
sion of  this  kind,  he  should  attempt  to  get  a 
count-out. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

THOBNDON  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  GISBOBNE  asked  the  Minister  for  Educa- 
tion, Whether  the  Government  will  give  a  suit- 
able site,  out  of  the  reclaimed  land  or  other 
Crown  land  in  the  Thomdon  District  of  the  City 
of  Wellington,  for  a  school  under  the  Education 
Act  ?  A  great  part  of  the  Thomdon  District  in 
Wellington,  and  especially  that  part  towards  the 
boundary  of  the  town,  was  deprived  of  the  advan- 
tage of  a  public  school  in  consequence  of  the 
Board  not  having  in  its  possession  a  suitable  site 
on  which  to  erect  a  school.  While  the  Board  had 
money  with  which  to  build  a  school,  it  had  not 
sufficient,  with  the  present  hieh  prices  that  ruled 
for  land  in  the  town,  to  purchase  a  suitable  site. 
The  result  was,  that  a  great  part  of  the  rising 
generation  was  deprived  of  the  advantages  c3 
public  education.  He  wished  to  know  whether  a 
suitable  site  on  tiie  leased  portion  of  the  reolainwd 
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land  at  Thorndon,  or,  if  that  was  not  ayailable, 
some  Crown  land  within  that  part  of  the  city, 
could  be  allotted  to  the  Education  Board  as  a 
site  for  a  school.  He  felt  sure  that  if  the  Go- 
Temment  saw  their  way  to  grant  this  request 
they  would  confer  great  educational  adyantages 
on  the  part  of  the  City  of  Wellington  referrod 
to. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  replied  that  the  GoTemment 
had  no  power  to  deal  with  the  reclaimed  land 
until  some  law  was  passed  on  the  subject.  The 
matter  would,  however,  receire  the  earnest  con- 
sideration of  the  GoTemment. 

PICTON  AND  BLENHEIM  EAILWAY. 

Mr.  SEYMOUB  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will,  without  further  delay,  con- 
struct the  unfinished  portion  of  the  Picton  and 
Blenheim  Kailway,  consisting  of  abbut  one  mile, 
so  as  to  secure  communication  between  Blenheim 
and  the  Port  of  Picton  ?  He  had  hoped  to  be 
able  to  put  his  question  to  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  and  very  much  regretted  the 
cause  of  that  honorable  gentleman's  absence. 
The  facts  of  the  case  were  briefly  these :  In  1871 
the  House  determined  to  construct  a  line  of  rail- 
way from  Picton  to  Blenheim,  and  fixed  the  dis- 
tance at  twenty  miles,  which  rather  exceeded  the 
real  distance.  Unfortunately,  as  was  the  case 
with  other  lines,  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  was 
not  set  apart  to  construct  the  whole  of  the  line, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  it  stopped  short  at 
the  wrong  side  of  a  river  liable  to  very  serious 
floods.  In  or  about  1874  the  iron  girders  for  a 
bridge  across  this  rirer,  in  order  to  complete  the 
line,  were  ordered  from  England,  and  were  now 
in  stock,  he  believed.  In  1875  the  House  voted 
the  necessary  funds  to  carry  out  the  railway,  and 
again,  in  1876,  did  the  same  thing.  The  land 
had  been  purchased  throughout,  and,  in  addition 
to  that,  an  acre  had  been  purchased  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  for  a  station.  The  successful  working 
of  the  lino  very  much  depended  upon  the  exten- 
sion being  completed,  because,  owing  to  the  line 
stopping  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  bridge,  no  mer- 
chandise or  "wool  was  carried  on  it.  Recently  the 
bridge  connecting  the  line  with  the  temporary 
station  had  been  washed  away,  making  it  all  the 
more  desirable  that  the  line  should  be  completed 
to  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  there  was  evi- 
dence of  the  intention  of  the  late  Government  to 
construct  this  line,  and  any  engagements  entered 
into  by  them  would  be  respected  by  the  present 
Government.  The  extension  of  the  line  was 
necessary  to  make  the  job  complete ;  otherwise  it 
must  continue  useless.  The  official  report  was 
that  there  vras  no  reason  why  the  work  should  not 
go  on,  and  the  late  Government  positively  stated 
that  they  intended  going  on  with  it.  The  late 
floods  and  the  destruction  of  the  road  bridge 
rendered  the  line  all  the  more  necessary,  though 
it  increased  the  cost. 

OPAWA  BRIDGE. 
Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will,  when  erecting  the  railway  bridge 
over  the  Opawa  River,  provide  additional  width, 


so  as  to  allow  of  ordinary  cart  traffic,  distinct 
from  the  railway  line  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  he  found  that 
the  practice  had  hitherto  been  to  call  upon  the 
provincial  districts  to  pay  the  expense  of  con- 
verting railway  bridges  into  mixed  bridges.  It 
was  now  a  question  whether  the  counties  which 
benefited  by  the  bridges  should  be  called  upon  to 
pay  the  expense.  Inquiries  would  be  made,  and, 
if  possible,  this  bridge  would  be  made  suitable 
for  both  classes  of  traffic. 

"  NEW  ZEALAND  HAND-BOOK." 
Mr.  BARFF  asked  the  Government,  Why  the 
second  edition  of  the  "  New  Zealand  Hand- 
book "  has  not  been  circulated  in  the  colony  P 
It  had  come  within  his  knowledge  that  the  second 
edition  of  this  work  had  been  issued,  and  that 
considerable  alterations  had  been  made  from  the 
first  edition.  It  was  rather  surprising  that  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  should  know  nothing 
about  it. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  replied  that  a  yerj  small 
number  of  the  second  edition  had  been  sent  out. 
Of  these,  some  had  been  distributed,  some  eiven 
away  to  parties  requiring  information,  and  the 
remainder  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Storekeeper. 

CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  BARFF  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  lay  before  this  House  a  return,  showing  what 
bonuses  have  been  paid  to  officers  of  the  Civil 
Service  in  Wellington  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  together  with  the  reasons  in  each  in- 
stance for  the  giving  of  such  bonuses,  and  the 
authority  upon  which  tliey  were  given  ? 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  Government 
would  have  no  objection  to  lay  the  return  on  the 
table. 

DUNTROON  AND  KUROW  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  willed uring  the 
recess,  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  from  Duntroon 
to  Kurow  of  a  line  suitable  for  a  railway  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  instruction! 
would  be  given  to  have  the  line  surveyed. 

STAMP  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  practically  a  Bill  of  one 
clause,  and  was  intended  to  remove  a  defect  in 
the  existing  law  which  had  caused  considerable 
loss  on  one  or  two  occasions.  As  the  law  stood 
at  present,  unstamped  documents  could  be  pro- 
duced in  Court  as  evidence  on  payment  of  the 
duty  and  a  fine.  But  in  the  case  of  lost  docu- 
ments, unless  they  had  been  stamped  secondary 
evidence  could  not  be  adduced  with  regard  to 
them,  even  if  the  fine  and  duty  were  paid. 

Mr.  TRAVERS  would  like  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  existing  Stamp  Act  required 
amendment  in  other  respects  than  this.  One 
matter  in  which  the  revenue  suffered  very  con- 
siderable loss  from  the  peculiar  wording  of  a 
clause  in  the  Act  had  come  under  his  attention. 
He  referred  to  the  clause  which  related  to  the 
transfer  of  shares.     The  ISSrd  section  required 
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that  t*H«  name  of  the  tnniferee  should  be  in-  | 
mric\  in  the  tmngfer,  but  it  wm  not  neoeetary 
that  it  ahould  be  written  in  ink.  The  ooom- 
qucu'e  waa  that  it  waa  often  written  in  pencil, 
and  afterwards  ttruck  out  on  the  document  pass- 
ing into  other  persons'  hands,  so  that  the  dutj 
was  cTaded.  He  would  therefore  recommend 
that  the  name  should  be  required  to  be  written 
in  ink,  and  then  the  real  object  of  the  framers  of 
the  Act  would  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  STEVENS  would  hare  been  Tery  gkd  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  seen  his  waj,  while 
introducing  a  Bill  on  this  subject,  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  making  some  further  amendments 
which  were  Terjr  much  wanted.  He  would 
call  attention  \o  one  or  two  points  which  had 
come  under  his  notice  some  time  since.  The  onlj 
exemptions  prorided  for  in  section  11  of  tlie 
Act  were  declarations  before  a  notary.  This 
had  been  found  to  be  werj  oppressire,  and  the 
cause  of  great  inconrenience  to  persons  dealing 
with  property,  besides  being  unproductiTe  ^ 
rcTenue.  Another  point  had  reference  to  clause 
6  of  the  Act.  There  waa  considerable  doubt 
found  in  practice  as  to  who  was  to  affix  and 
cancel  an  adhesire  stamp.  A  word  or  two  in 
the  clause  would  remoTo  a  jerj  great  amount  of 
inoonTenience  and  doubt.  He  would  also  hare 
been  glad  if  the  honorable  member  had  intro- 
duced a  clause  proTiding  that  the  law  expenses 
attendant  on  probate  of  wills,  and  on  testamentarr 
documents  generally,  should  be  allowed  for  in  the 
assessment  of  the  duty.  That  would  be  a  reason- 
able condition,  because  the  liability  attached  to 
the  estate  was  just  the  same  as  any  other  debt 
which  a  person  owed.  He  also  thought  that 
estates  not  exceeding  £100  should  be  released 
from  the  responsibility  of  fumisliing  the  ex- 
oeedingly  elaborate  accounts  demanded.  At  the 
present  time,  if  a  labourinff-man  or  person  of 
moderate  means  left  behind  him  a  very  small 
estate,  the  aooounte  that  hod  to  be  furnished 
were  exceedingly  voluminous,  and  required  the 
interTention  of  an  expert.  He  had  acted  in  that 
capacity  himself,  and  could  say  from  experience 
that  the  accounts  were  of  a  rery  roluminous 
character.  Although  this  procedure  might  be 
necessary  in  large  estates  for  the  protection  of  the 
rerenue,  still,  in  the  case  of  small  estates,  where 
a  man  left  a  widow  and  family  behind  him — 
persons  not  accustomed  to  business — it  was  very 
oppressiye  and  expensire  for  them  to  have  to 
employ  a  professional  person  to  make  out  these 
accounts.  The  revenue  derived  from  these  small 
estates  was  really  very  trifling,  and  the  incon- 
venience caused  to  the  persons  interested  was 
very  ffreat.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  have  clauses  put  into  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee which  would  have  the  effect  of  removing 
the  difficulties  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  SHSBHAN  said  the  defecU  pointed  out 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  were  not  the  only 
defects  in  the  existing  Act.  There  were  a  number 
of  others ;  but  the  Qovermnent  did  not  see  their 
vray  to  introduce  a  general  Act  to  amend  the 
Stamp  Act.  This  Bill  was  brought  in  in  accord- 
ance with  a  promise  made  to  their  predecessors, 
otherwise  it  would  not  have  passed  through  this 
Mr.  Travert 


vear.    If  the  honorable  gentleman   would  give 
him  a  memorandum  of  the  points  ho  had  raned, 
he  would  endeavour  to  get  otauset  inaeited  in  the 
other  House  to  give  efliwt  to  his  soggeetiotns. 
Bill  read  a  aeoond  time. 

GOVERNMENT    NATIVE    LAND    PUB- 
CHASES  DISCONTINUANCE  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  introduced  in  fulfifaDeai 
of  a  statement  he  made  on  a  previous  evening. 
Its  object  was  to  enable  the  Government  to  doae 
up  the  present  system  of  purchase  on  oommisKon. 
They  would  settle  up  the  accounts  of  the  parties 
who  had  been  so  employed,  and  hand  over  the 
completion  of  these  transactions  to  officers  of  the 
Government,  who  would  be  responsible  for  their 
actp-  It  would  give  a  little  more  power  than  the 
existing  Act,  because  they  found  that  private  per- 
sons were  endeavouring  to  interfere  with  the 
Government  purchases,  and  were  offering  higher 
prices,  and  picking  out  the  eyes  of  oountrj  which 
was  supposed  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  propoeed  to  put  this  land  on  the 
same  footing  as  lantu  in  the  Thames  and  Haoraki 
Districts  which  were  protected  under  the  KatiTe 
Lands  Protection  Act  of  1866.  It  was  not  un- 
reasonable to  claim  that  right.  They  proposed 
to  close  up  the  commission  transactiooa  aa 
speedily  as  possible,  and  where  they  could  not 
complete  the  purchases  they  would  notify  the  fact 
in  the  Oatette.  When  the  Government  gave  up 
its  right  to  purchase  it  would  also  notify  ihat  £aol, 
so  that  others  could  come  in  and  buy.  Ther  pro- 
pose to  provide  that  copies  of  the  QazeUe  should 
be  sent  to  the  Deeds  Registry  Offices  and  the 
Land  Tmnsfrr  Offices,  beoiuse  several  cases  had 
occurred  where  interests  in  Native  lands  had 
been  acquired  by 'private  persons,  and,  before  the 
Crown  was  aware  of  it,  indefeasible  titles  had 
been  obtained. 

Mr.  TRAVERS  pointed  out  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  difficulty  which  the  Qt>yemment  met  with 
in  respect  to  these  purchases  arose  from  the  fact 
that  the  Proclamations  under  the  Public  Works 
Act  were  scarcely  in  any  instance  properly 
framed.  That  Act  required  that  the  object  in 
view  in  the  case  of  eac^  reservation  should  be  aet 
out :  but  that  had  not  been  done.  He  waa  aware 
that  many  lawyers  had  advised  that  the  Proclama- 
tions were  absolutely  void,  and  might  be  dis- 
regarded by  persons  who  chose  to  interfere  with 
the  Government  purchases.  He  would  sug^t 
that  it  would  be  desirable  that  all  Proclamations 
should  be  deemed  to  be  valid  from  the  time  thej 
were  issued,  so  far  as  they  related  to  purchases 
which  had  not  been  actually  completed  before 
the  passing  of  this  Act.  He  was  quite  satisfied 
that  in  a  large  majority  of  cases  the  Proclama- 
tions were  ab^!utely  nugatory. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  support  the  Bill,  as 
it  went  in  the  right  direction.  However,  he 
would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
that  the  Proclamation  abandoning  the  hold  upon 
the  land  should  take  effect  from  the  date  of  the 
Proclamation.  As  the  dause  stood,  it  would 
give  rise  to  the  idea  that  the  Government  had 
abandoned  the  land|  not  in  the  interest  of  corn- 
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petition,  but  in  favour  of  Bome  particular  in- 
diridual.  The  Proclamation  should  take  effect 
upon  a  dnfp  t<)  be  named  in  the  Proclamation. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  as  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
Citj  (Mr.  Trarerei),  he  might  state  at  once  that 
he  believed  the  whole  of  the  Proclamations  were 
bad,  and  might  have  been  set  aside  hj  any  pro- 

g*T  tribunnl  before  whom  tlie  point  was  raised, 
ut  the  J  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  damage 
that  could  occur  had  occurred,  and  it  would  not 
be  wise  to  go  back.  As  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  propose  amendments  in  Com- 
mittee  he  would  be  glad  to  accept  them  if  they 
were  to  the  effect  that  on  and  after  a  certain  date 
the  transactions  should  be  abandoned.  He  did 
not  object  to  that. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DESTITUTE  PERSONS  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Clause  14.~Patative  father,  &o.,  may  make  com* 
position. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  moved,  That  the  Chairman 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Cliairman  do  now  re- 
port progre>s,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : —  ' 

Ayes         17 

Noes         82 


Majority  against... 


16 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fitrroy, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
TelUrt, 
Sir  R.  Dooglaa, 
Captain  Morris. 

Nobs. 


Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Burns,  Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour,  Mr.  Rolieston, 

Mr.  Dignan,  Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Fiffher,  Mr.  Shechan, 

Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Qisborue,  Mr.  Stout, 

Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Hi»lop,  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Mr.  Kelly, 

•  Mr.  Lumsden,  Tellers. 

Mr.  Macandrew,  Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Macfarlane,  Mr.  Rees. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  moved  the  excision  of  the 
word  *•  putative." 

VOL.  XX?IL-7«. 


Question  put,  "That  the  word  proposed  to  bo 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  **  upon  whioh 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  fbliowing  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         81 

Noes         9 


Majority  for 

tt 

Atbs. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Baigont, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Mr.  Burns, 

Mr.  Rolieston, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Sliarp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Git>bome, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  LunisdeD, 

Mr.  Rees. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Teschemaker. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Sir  R.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Captain  Morris. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  moved,  That  the  Churman 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  Chairman  report  pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         6 

Noea         80 


Minority  ag^nst ... 
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Atbs. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Seymour. 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McLean, 
The  motion  was 


Tellers. 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Captain  Morris. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  De  Lautour. 
consequently  negatiTwL 
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Mr.  STOUT  mored,  Tbat  oat  of  the  words 
*'  not  lew  than  ten  pounds  "  the  word  "  ten  *'  be 
omittt'd,  with  a  Ti'ew  to  insert  the  word  "  twenty." 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  daase  ;  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 


Ayes         

Noes         

Majority  against . . . 


11 
29 

18 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Csptoin  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Ayes. 

!  Mr.  Bolleston, 
I  Mr.  Shrimski, 
'  Mr.  Trayers. 

Tellers. 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Rowe. 

Nobs. 


Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Macfariane^ 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Burns,  Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Curtis,  |  Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour,  '  Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Dignan,  Mr.  Sbeeban, 

Mr.  Fisher,  I  Mr.  SteTens, 

Mr.  Gisbome,  Mr.  Stout, 

Sir  G.  Grey,  '  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Hislop,  '  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hunter.  |  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Kelly,  |  Tellert. 

Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Macandrew,  Mr.  Bees. 

The  word  was  consequently  omitted,  and  the 
word  "twenty"  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 
Clause  2. — Near  relatiyes. 
Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  mored,  That  the  words 
*'  and  brother  "  be  struck  out 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
stcuek  out  stand  part  of  the  dause;"  upon 
which  a  diTiston  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         80 

Noes         9 


Majority  for 
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Atbs. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitxroy, 
Mr.  Gisboroe, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyoe, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 

6V#*  J?.  Vo"t/las 


Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Bir.  TraTcrs, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellert, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bees. 


Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bidiardson, 


Nov. 

Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 
Tellere, 
Sir  B.  Douglaa, 
Captain  Morris. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL  No.  2. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  tbb  BilL 

Mr.  McLean  mored  the  addition  of  the  fol* 

lowing  new  clause :  **  Subsection  four  of  section 

sii  of  'The  Disqualification  Act,  1876,'  is  hereby 

repealed." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  new  dause  be  read  » 
second  time  ;"'Upon  which  «  diyision  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayee         82 

Noes         18 


Minority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Dou^as, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitiroy, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Bfr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Bfr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lnmsden, 


19 

Ans. 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sliarp, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton,    - 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Trarers. 

Tellere. 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  BoUeston. 

Nobs. 

Captain  BuMeD* 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Bfr.  Woolcook. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Stout. 


Mr.  Baigentt 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Captain  Biorris, 
Mr.  Bowe, 

The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  paseed. 
The  House  ad  joumed  at  half -past  twelre  o'dook 
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FIEST  READINGS. 
Stamp  Bill,  West  Harbour  Majoralty  Bill, 
Haori  Real  Estate  Management  Bill,  Natire 
Lands  Bill  No.  2,  Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill, 
Qoremment  Natire  Land  Purchases  Bill,  Wha- 
ngarei  Port  BilL 

SECOND  READING. 
Greenwood  Pension  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  Nelson  Rifle  Prize  Bill, 
Greenwood  Pension  Bill. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— On  the 
18th  October  last  I  informed  the  Council  that  I 
had  been  appointed  to  the  office  of  Colonial  Secre- 
tarf,  and  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  the  Executire 
Council.  I  then  took  occasion  to  state  what  were 
the  leading  features  in  the  policy  of  the  Gt>yern- 
ment.  That  statement  was  made  on  a  yerj  few 
hoars'  notice,  and  I  had  not  had  that  opportunity 
which  I  haye  since  had  of  considering  all  the 
questions  connected  with  the  goyemment,  the 
administration,  and  the  finances  of  the  country. 
But  the  leading  principles  of  the  statement  which 
I  made  on  that  oaj  haye  characterized  the  action 
of  the  Gt>yemment  so  far  as  thej  haye  had  anj 
opportunity  of  acting  up  to  the  present  time. 
Qjieir  main  principle  was  not  to  introduce  any 
great  political  changes,  but  to  deyote  themeeWes 
to  administratiye  reform,  and  the  introduction 
of  more  economy  in  the  goremment  of  the 
country.  We  also  thought  we  might  be  able  to 
introduce  a  better  financial  system,  and  bring 
about  t^t  equilibrium  between  expenditure  and 
receipts  which  for  a  great  many  years  past  had 
not  really  characterized  our  finances.  I  told  the 
Council  that  we  thought  we  should  be  able  to 
make  considerable  economical  reductions  and  al- 
terations in  the  expenditure  of  the  country.  But 
I  confess  that  when  I  came  to  understand  our 
finances,  after  a  very  few  days'  inquiiy  into  the 
subject,  I  found  that  there  was  a  neeessitjr  for  tak- 
ing much  larger  steps  than  at  the  time  1  thought 
would  haye  been  necessary.  In  the  course  of 
my  remarks  on  that  occasion  I  told  honorable 
gentlemen  that,  with  regard  to  the  land  question, 
we  hardly  saw  our  way  to  make  an^  great  altera- 
tions until  next  session.  But  I  distmctly  sketched 
out  to  this  Council  the  direction  in  which  we 
intended  to  alter  the  disposition  of  the  Land 
Fund  and  the  land  Uw  of  the  colony.  I  used 
these  expressions : — 

**  As  regards  the  land  question,  we  are  yery 
•entible  that  at  present  the  system  is  in  a  yery 
nnsatirfactory  position,  but  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session  we  do  not  see  our  way  to  introduce 
any  amending  Act.  Should  the  GoTcrnment, 
howeyer.  continue  to  hold  office  until  next  year, 
they  will  then  propose  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
sweep  away  the  somewhat  indirect  and  insidious 
modes  by  which  the  Land  Fund  is  attacked,  and 
to  inaugurate  a  more  direct,  a  more  open,  and  a 
more  candid  system  of  dealing  with  the  Land 
Fund.  The  Goyemment  look  forward  to  esta- 
blishing, at  a  basis  of  any  legislation,  a  proposal 


to  localize  a  certain  portion  of  the  Land  Fund 
for  the  better  prosecution  of  a  policy  of  pubUo 
works  and  settlement." 

Sir,  that  was  the  policy  of  the  Gk>yemment,  but 
it  was  a  policy  we  should  not  hare  giyen  effect  to 
until  next  session  had  the  financial  position  of 
the  colony  allowed.  Finding  that  not  to  be  the 
case,  we  anticipated  by  six  months  giying  effect 
to  the  policy  which  I  haye  explain^.  It  is  a 
policy  which,  in  my  place  as  a  piiyate  member 
of  this  Council,  I  haye  always  adyocated;  and 
only  last  year,  in  reply  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen, 
I  took  occasion  to  say  that  I  considered  that  the 
generalization  of  the  Land  Fund  was  a  duty  on 
the  part  of  the  Ministry  which  I  tcit  much 
regretted  they  had  not  carried  out.     I  said, — 

**  I  consider  tliat  the  time  has  come  when  we 
haye  but  one  altematiye  if  we  maintain  the 
locaUzation  of  the  Land  Fund,  and  that  is  a  yery 
large  measure  of  taxation.    Aj  an  altematire,  I 

S refer  to  generalize  the  Land  Fund;  and,  in 
oinff  that,  I  think  we  should  bear  in  mind  the 
absolute  necessity  of  turning  the  Crown  lands 
to  their  most  profitable  jpurposes,  and  that  we 
should  striye  to  make  all  we  can  out  of  our 
estate." 

That  is  precisely  what  the  Goyemment  now 
propose  to  do.  They  propose  to  generalize  tha 
Land  Fund  throughout  the  colony,  and  to  make 
it  colonial  reyenue ;  but  they  propose  to  giye  the 
yery  outside  amount  they  are  able  to  siford  to 
the  provincial  districts  for  the  better  prosecu* 
tion  of  their  public  works.  It  has  been  decided 
to  giye  to  each  proyincial  district  in  which  a 
Land  Fund  accrues  a  proportion  of  20  per  oent. 
of  the  gross  receipts,  and  to  continue,  at  all 
eyents  for  this  year,  the  subsidies  that  were  given 
last  year  to  the  Road  Boards,  Riyer  BoardSf 
and  Municipal  Councils.  It  has  been  said  that 
so  great  had  become  the  burdens  upon  the 
country  that  it  was  improbable  that  a  finance 
based  upon  those  proposals  would  succeed  in 
ayoiding  a  deficit ;  but  I  am  happy  to  be  able 
to  inform  honorable  gentlemen  that,  after  care* 
ful  consideration  and  yerj  close  examination  of 
the  public  finances,  we  haye  no  reason  to  be- 
lioTe  tliat  there  will  be  any  deficit  at  all  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  if  effect  is  giren  to  our  policy. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  perhaps  legitimately, 
called  me  to  task  for  haying  yaried  from  the 
statement  I  made  to  the  Council  on  the  subject 
of  the  Land  Fund  ;  but  I  feel  quite  certain  that 
neither  he  nor  any  other  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  taken  any  part  in  politics  in  this  coun- 
try if  he  had  been  in  my  position  could  haye 
withstood  the  logic  of  facts  when  he  came  to 
look  into  the  question,  or,  in  spite  of  haying 
made  such  an  announcement  to  the  Council, 
would  haye  hesitated  to  concur  in  a  measure 
rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  the  financial 
state  of  the  country.  It  is,  after  all,  not  a  yer^ 
great  alteration,  for  our  predecessors,  in  the  esti- 
mate they  had  formed  of  the  Land  Fund  for  the 
present  year,  had  proposed  to  take  directly  62^ 
per  cent,  of  that  Land  Fund,  and  they  proposed 
to  charge  a  deficit  of  £167,000  upon  it.  That 
would  haye  raised  the  proportion  to  no  less  than 
90  per  cent.,  according  to  thnr  own  estimate. 
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There  wm  another  yery  umatiffactor/  part  of 
the  arrangement  in  connection  with  the  di«poeal 
of  the  Land  Fund  under  the  financial  arrange- 
menta  of  laat  year.  Ererj  jear  there  womd 
hare  heen  the  same  unfortunate  difficulty  of  get^ 
ting  orer  the  deficit  in  the  Land  Fund  in  all 
the  prorinoee  of  the  cobnj,  except  in  two.  Pro- 
Tinoet  might  economixe,  might  atarre  industry, 
might  continue  to  carry  on  the  goremment  with- 
out anything  like  State  aasittanoe,  and  still, 
year  after  year,  they  would  haye  had  to  hear 
the  taunt  of  being  defaulting  proyincea,  and 
being  perpetually  brought  in  debt  to  the  Colonial 
Treasury.  That  is  a  yery  unsatisfactory  state  of 
things,  and  it  is  a  state  of  things  which,  sooner 
or  later,  would  haye  rendered  it  necessary  to  take 
this  step,  probably  too  late  to  saye  the  financial 
credit  of  the  country;  but  certainly  it  must 
haye  brought  it  about,  because  it  is  impossible  to 
suppose  tliat  two-thirds  of  the  population  of  the 
country  would  haye  continued  to  undergo  a  state 
of  things  by  which  they  were  in  the  extreme  of 
public  penury,  and  starred  in  eyery  direction, 
whilst  there  were  others  rolling  in  wealth,  who 
absolutely  did  not  know  where  and  how  to  spend 
the  proportion  they  enjoyed  of  public  money. 
The  defence  of  the  course  of  polity  we  have 
taken  is,  first  of  all,  its  necessity ;  and,  secondly, 
its  fairness.  The  particular  moment  at  which 
we  haye  made  the  new  system  applicable  is  one 
io  fiir  adyanced  from  the  present  time  that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  any  person  will 
purchase  land  in  this  country  under  a  misoon- 
ceptiou.  No  person  will  hereafter  buy  land 
under  the  impression  that  the  whole  100  per 
cent,  of  his  money  is  to  be  returned  to  that 
land,  as  I  haye  been  continually  assured  some 
people  do  now  in  yarious  parts  of  the  country. 
The  accumulated  sums,  and  those  that  will  ac- 
cumulate from  now  to  the  beffinning  of  the  year, 
will  all  go  in  the  direction  of  loodixation  under 
the  financial  arrangement  of  last  year.  So  there 
is  no  danger  that  the  proposal  will  be  unjustly 
applied.  We  propose  as  far  as  possible  to  equalize 
the  price  of  land  throughout  the  colony ;  but 
we  are  met  with  many  difficulties  and  many 
prejudices  in  that  respect,  and  the  subject  is  one 
which  cannot  be  dealt  with  in  a  moment.  We  have 
introduoed  a  short  Bill  which  will  be  laid  before 
honorable  sentlemen  to-day,  and  we  think  it 
meets  the  difficulties  as  weU  as  they  could  pos- 
sibly be  met.  We  propose  to  make  the  price  of 
land  bought  on  the  principle  of  free  selection  £2 

Ctr  acre  throughout  the  colony,  and  that  other 
nds  disposed  of  at  auction  shall  be  sold  at  a 
minimum  price  of  £1  per  acre,  power  being  re- 
•erred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  to  increase 
that  upset  price  in  case  of  land  of  special  ralue. 
That,  howcTcr,  is  confessedly  only  an  expedient 
until  next  session.  We  do  not  pretend  that  we 
would  be  responsible  for  a  complete  measure  to 
be  introduced  now  to  meet  the  circumstances, 
and  we  think  that  if  we  brought  forward  such  a 
Bill  we  should  only  be  taking  up  the  time  of 
honorable  members  and  cumbering  the  Statute 
Book  with  a  measure  that  would  hare  to  be  re- 
pealed next  year.  We  haye  before  us  now  a  Bill 
which  is  the  outoome  of  a  great  deal  of  reflection 
Mon  Colonel  WhUmor0 


and  pains  on  the  part  of  the  Gh>Temment  which 
preceded  us,  and  we  take  it  up  as  we  foupd  it, 
and  bow  to  the  decision  of  Parliament  in  the 
yarious  alterations  that  haye  t>een  made.  If 
there  is  any  portion  of  the  poliry  of  the  Qoyem- 
ment  to  which  honorable  gentlemen  during  the 
debate  may  wish  to  call  my  attention,  I  shall 
be  Tery  happy  to  refer  to  it  in  my  reply;  bat 
as  I  conceiye  that  there  is  practically  nothing 
changed  in  the  proposals  ot  the  GK>reminent 
since  I  made  my  statement  to  the  Council,  with 
the  exception  of  the  one  proposal  about  the  Land 
Fund,  I  do  not  feel  called  upon  jnst  now  to  enter 
4nto  the  whole  policy  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  the  GK>yemment  which  honorable  mem- 
bers heard  in  another  place,  and  which  has 
been  circulated  throughout  the  country.  But  I 
do  feel  called  upon  to  explain  why  it  was  that  I 
deferred  until  now  to  inform  the  Council  of  the 
change  in  the  programme  which  I  laid  down 
on  the  18th  of  October  last.  The  reason  for 
that,  to  honorable  gentlemen  who  hare  any 
familiarity  with  politics,  and  I  think  to  anj 
generous-minded  man,  would  be  one  yery  easj  to 
understand.  We  had  barely  oome  into  office,  we 
were  considering  the  question,  and  were  almost 
ready  to  lay  our  plans  before  Parliament,  when 
we  met  with  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  in 
another  place,  and,  setting  all  other  busineis 
on  one  side,  we  defended  ourselyes  against  that 
motion  of  want  of  confidence,  and  in  the  end  ws 
defeated  it — defeated  it  by  the  casting  rote  of  the 
Speaker.  Immediately  after  the  result  of  the 
dirision  was  announced  we  were  met  by  another 
motion  of  want  of  confidence,  and  before  that 
could  be  debated  a  yote  of  censure  on  us  was 
proposed.  Indeed  we  may  be  said  to  haye  been 
undergoing  one  continual  attack  upon  our  exist- 
ence cTer  since  we  came  into  office.  At  last.  Sir,  the 
public  outcry  was  so  great,  and  it  was  so  erideot 
that  the  pul>lio  interest  was  being  so  much  in- 
jured by  the  faction  of  the  Opposition  in  another 
place,  that  we  determined  to  put  our  pride  in  our 
pockets,  and,  with  a  want-of -confidence  motion  on 
the  Paper,  which  we  set  aside  by  constitutional 
means,  we  applied  ourselres  to  getting;  tluroiuh 
the  business,  and  made  a  declaration  of  our  Na- 
tire  and  financial  policy  to  the  country.  We  baTS 
done  it.  With  that  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
on  the  Paper,  we  are  carrying  on  the  business  of 
the  country,  I  beliere,  with  catisfaction  to  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people  and  of  an  actual  ma- 
jority in  Parliament.  But  just  at  the  t>eginning, 
when  we  were  threatened  with  yotes  of  want 
of  confidence,  when  honorable  gentlemen  might 
haye  had  to  deal  with  this  question  with  some  other 
representatire  of  some  other  Government  on  this 
bench,  it  would  not  haye  been  proper  for  me  to 
come  forward  and  teU  this  Council  that  we  had 
found  reasons  for  changing  our  minds,  and  for 
anticipating  by  a  few  months  our  intended  action. 
Nor  has  it  oyer  been  our  practice,  when  important 
business  is  introduced  in  another  place,  to  make 
explanations  until  we  had  the  Bills  before  us  io 
the  Council.  In  one  year  I  find  it  was  pat  to 
the  yote  whether  we  should  do  so  or  not,  and  the 
opinions  expressed  at  the  inyitation  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  GHsbome  ware,  on  the  whole,  against  tha  in- 
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noTAtion.  It  was  therefore  decided  not  to  do 
80,  and  the  Puhlio  Works  policy  was  explained 
to  this  Council  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Public  Works  Bill.  That  was  a  sufficiently  great 
occasion ;  the  changes  proposed  were  much  larg(*r 
and  the  measure  more  important  than  this  small 
one  relating  to  the  appropriation  of  the  Land 
Fund  ;  and  I  may  well  take  it  as  my  guide.  Last 
year  a  Bill  something  of  the  same  character  as 
the  present  one  was  introduced  into  the  Council, 
but  we  were  so  very  much  oppressed  with  all 
the  Bills  necessary  to  g^ve  effect  to  the  legislation 
for  the  establishment  of  local  gOTcmment  that 
we  were  not  able  to  give  it  the  time  and  attention 
we  should  have  liked,  and  we  declined  to  consider 
more  than  the  machinery  clauses.  This  year  a 
Bill  has  been  introduced  which  has  been  for  a 
long  time  before  Parliament,  and,  as  some  honor- 
able gentlemen  hare  said  in  allusion  to  it,  there 
are  few  members  liere  who  are  not  pretty  well 
familiar  with  its  provisions.  It  is  a  consolida- 
tion Bill,  and  an  adaptation  of  all  those  pro- 
Tisions  which  have  been  found  to  work  best  in 
the  provinces.  It  leaves  moat  of  the  land  laws 
as  they  are,  and  it  makes  some  liberal  innova- 
tions on  the  deferred-payment  system.  One  pro- 
fiso  is  an  entirely  new  one.  There  is  a  clause 
under  which  blocks  of  land  of  purely  pastoral 
character  may  be  set  apart  for  sale  on  deferred 
payments,  and  exposed  to  auction  in  blocks  of 
600  to  5,600  acres.  I  presume  there  will  be  very 
few  cases  in  which  a  block  so  large  will  be  put  up 
to  auction  in  that  way,  and  the  assumption  is  that 
the  provision  is  intended  to  cover  the  contingency 
of  the  land  bein^  of  a  rocky  character,  or  of  a 
character  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  farm 
unless  a  considerable  area  were  included  in  the 
block,  either  from  the  peculiar  configuration  of 
the  country  or  some  other  exceptional  circum- 
stance. Precaution  has  been  taken  in  the  Bill  to 
prevent  the  "dummy"  system  enabling  persons 
to  take  advantage  of  the  deferred-payment  sales  to 
acquire  large  estates.  There  are  useful  provisions, 
based  upon  some  of  the  recommendations  of  Cap- 
tain Campbell-Walker,  designed  to  protect  our 
forests  from  destruction,  and  to  provide  fur  their 
administration.  The  ordinary  deferred-payment 
system  has  been  in  force  both  in  Southland  and 
Otago,  and  the  system  is  now  proposed  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  colony.  The  Waste  Lands 
Boards  remain  as  they  &re  for  a  defined  period,  I 
think  two  years  from  their  appointment,  and  after- 
wards they  will  continue  to  t>e  appointed  by  the 
Government — a  system  which,  as  contrasted  with 
that  of  election,  has  many  advantages.  At  nil 
events,  Parliament  will  then  know  whom  to  hold 
responsible  for  any  act  of  administration  in  con- 
nection with  the  waste  1  iuds ;  whereas  if  Waste 
Lands  Boards  were  elected  it  would  be  very  hard 
to  hold  the  Government  responsible  for  their 
action  to  the  same  extent.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  other  point  in  connection  with  this 
B  U  which  requires  any  further  explanation.  I 
have  trespassed  a  little  upon  the  time  of  the 
Council  to  explain  the  deviation  from  the  policy 
which  I  indicated  here  to  the  extent  which  I  have 
admitted,  more  especially  because  I  have  on  many 
oooasiona  been  asked  questions  and  somedmet 


twitted  upon  this  subject ;  and  I  wished  to  be  per* 
fecily  frank  in  my  explanations  to  the  CounoiL 
If  the  Bill  is  read  a  second  time  I  shall  move  that 
the  Standing  Orders  be  so  far  suspended  as  to 
allow  of  the  Bill  being  considered  by  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  instead  of  its  being  referred  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  because  I  am  given 
to  understand  that  by  adopting  that  course  we 
shall  save  several  days.  If  we  remit  the  Bill  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  we  should  have  to 
stop  business  to-day,  the  Bill  would  go  on  Mon- 
day to  the  Committee,  it  would  probably  not 
come  out  of  the  Committee  until  Wednesday,  and 
then,  if  we  were  to  have  another  discussion  over 
it  here,  this  one  Bill  would  occupy  the  best  part 
of  next  week ;  wherea«,  if  we  take  the  discussion 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day,  we  might  see 
our  way  to  the  end  of  the  Bill  by  Monday  even- 
ing. Therefore,  as  time  is  an  object,  I  think  the 
course  I  suggest  would  be  a  desirable  one  to  take. 
But  I  have  no  wish  to  hurry  honorable  gentlemen. 
I  make  the  suggestion  in  the  interests  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  wish  to  expedite  busi- 
ness, and  if  the  Council  thinks  my  proposal  should 
not  be  adopted  I  shall  bow  to  its  decision.  I  now 
move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.  —  I  move, 
That  the  Standing  Orders  be  so  far  suspended 
as  to  admit  of  the  Land  Bill  being  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  instead  of  being  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HA.LL. — I  am  sure  that  any 
proposal  which  would  enable  the  business  of  the 
CouncU  to  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  speedily, 
and  at  the  same  time  afford  opportunity  for 
properly  considering  the  subjects  which  it  has 
before  it,  will  always  meet  with  my  hearty  sup- 
port. But  if  honorable  members  will  consider 
what  it  is  the  Colonial  Secretary  proposes  to  do, 
they  will  at  once  see  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  asking  for  more  than  this  Council,  con- 
sistently with  its  duty  to  the  public,  should  agree 
to.  The  honorable  gentleman  asks  us  to  take, 
this  unusual  course  with  regard  to  a  Bill  which 
we  only  received  this  morning,  and  which  the 
Council  has  read  a  second  time  because  there 
is  no  new  principle  involved  which  it  is  wished 
to  dispute ;  but  which  is  a  mass  of  details  upon 
a  most  important  subject,  and  to  which,  if  we 
are  really  worthy  of  our  position  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  Legislature  of  the  colony,  we  are 
bound  to  give  our  very  careful  consideration. 
This  is  a  Bill  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  this  colony,  dealing  as  it  does  with  the 
land,  the  great  source  of  our  wealth,  with  the 
manner  in  which  that  land  shall  be  administered, 
the  machinery  which  shall  be  provided  for  that 
administration,  the  terms  upon  which  the  land 
shall  be  sold  and  occupied,  and  so  on.  Surely 
tliat  is  a  measure  which  we  should  not  pass  over 
in  a  more  rapid  and  perfunctory  manner  than 
any  other  Bill  which  has  been  brought  before  ui 
this  se:>sion.  However  anxious  honorable  mem- 
bers may  be  to  get  to  their  homes — and  no  one 
is  more  anxious  than  I  am-— I  do  not  think  they 
will  consider  it  consistent  with  their  duty  not 
to  give  proper  and  careful  consideratioB  to  tWa 
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Bill ;  and  to  go  into  Committee  upon  it  this 
afternoon,  when  it  has  only  heen  put  into  our 
hands  this  morning,  is,  I  think,  more  than  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  a  right  to  ask. 
Then  my  honorable  friend  proposes  to  pass  orer 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  in  the  discharge  of 
a  duty  which,  abore  all  others,  it  has  heen  ap- 
pointed to  carry  out.  The  members  of  that 
Committee  have  had  before  them  the  ysrious 
Waste  Land  Bills  of  the  session,  and  have  ob- 
tained pome  experience  of  the  manner  in  which 
these  Bills  are  framed  ;  and  surely,  if  there  is  any 
occasion  on  which,  by  going  carefully  through 
details,  getting  explanations  upon  one  point  and 
upon  another,  seeinr  whether  apparent  discre- 
pancies are  real,  and  whether  difficulties  cannot 
be  harmonized  —  if  there  is  one  occasion,  I  say, 
more  than  another  upon  which  the  deliberations 
of  such  a  Committee  could  assist  the  Council  in 
arriTing  at  a  right  conclusion,  surely  it  is  the 
present.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  said  that 
if  we  go  into  Committee  at  once  we  may  probably 
finish  the  Bill  on  Monday.  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, when,  in  a  preWous  session,  the  Waste 
Lands  Administration  Bill  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  referred  reuched  the  Council  six 
days  before  the  close  of  the  session,  no  person 
objected  more  strongly  than  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  our  being  hurried  in  the  consideration  of 
that  measure ;  and  yet  he  now  asks  us  to  pass  a 
Bill  which  reaches  us  on  Saturday,  and  to  dispose 
of  it  altogether  by  Monday  evening — a  Bill  more 
important  than  the  other  one  to  which  I  have 
referred  was  when  it  left  this  Council,  because 
we  only  consented  to  retain  those  portions  which 
were  matters  of  machinery.  But  now  we  are  asked 
to  absent  to  an  entirely  new  system  of  disposing 
of  the  land,  so  far  as  many  provinces  are  con- 
cerned, and  the  honorable  gentleman  proposes 
that  we  shall  only  hare  from  Saturday  to  Mon- 
day to  pass  it.  ^  I,  for  one,  think  I  should  be 
failing  in  my  duty  to  the  country  if  I  did  not 
agree  to  remain  here  as  long  as  may  be  necessary 
to  fairly  consider  this  Bill.  I  might  refer  to  the 
question  of  who  is  responsible  for  this  Bill  coming 
to  us  at  this  late  period  of  the  session — whether 
it  might  not  have  come  to  us  a  few  days  earlier  ; 
but  I  will  waive  that.  What  I  want  to  say  is, 
that  we  should  give  this  measure  fair  considera- 
tion, and  do  our  best  in  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. I  hope  honorable  members  will  agree  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  remain  here  a  few  days  longer, 
in  order  that  we  may  give  it  proper  consideration, 
and  not  hurry  over  it  in  the  manner  which  the 
proposal  of  my  honorable  friend  would  seem  to 
suggest. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  shall  support 
the  proposal  of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  I  differ 
entirely  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall.  The  honorable 
gentleman  has  laid  very  great  stress  upon  the 
impoitance  of  this  Bill,  and  spoken  of  the  change 
in  our  land  laws,  and  so  on.  I  quite  agree  with 
him  that  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importanoa 
indeed.  Ho  has  alluded  with  much  emphasis  to 
the  late  hour  at  which  this  Bill  has  come  down, 
and  has  charged  the*  Colonial  Secretary  with  a 
desire  to  hurry  it  through  the  Council  with  inde- 
cent haata 

Mon.  Mr,  Hall 


The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  not  put  words  into  my  month 
which  I  did  not  utter.  I  said  we  should  be 
hurried  in  our  consideration  of  the  Bill  if  ws 
passed  it  within  the  time  suggested  by  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.- 1  ahould  be  sony 
to  attribute  anything  to  the  honoraUe  gentle- 
man which  he  did  not  mean ;  but  I  ocrtsinly 
understood  him  to  charge  the  Colonial  Secretary 
with  a  wish  to  pass  thb  Bill  through  in  a  hur- 
ried manner.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
proposal  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  will  enable  ns 
to  give  a  great  deal  more  time  to  this  Bdl  tlian 
the  course  advocated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall— 
namely,  a  reference  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee. That  Committee  is  composed  of  nine 
members ;  and  if  the  Bill  is  remitt«ii  to  (hem, 
after  having  taken  two  or  three  dajs  to  consider 
it,  they  will  come  down  with  their  report,  and 
some  of  the  Committee  will  moye  that  it  be 
adopted.  Then,  if  any  honorable  gentieman  gets 
up  in  his  place  ana  opposes  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  Committee,  we  shall  be  t<dd 
that  we  are  not  showing  that  courtesy  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  to  which  they  are 
entitled.  Can  honorable  gentlemen  who  oppose 
the  motion  really  be  desirous  of  giving  pains,  and 
time,  and  attention  to  the  Bill?  I  speak  entirely 
without  any  feeling  upon  this  question,  although 
my  own  name  has  more  than  once  been  brought 
forward  with  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  ;  but  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  the  Bill  can  be  much  better  con* 
sidered  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Connml 
than  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  The 
Waste  Lands  Committee  I  regard  to  a  certain 
extent — I  hope  the  Council  will  pardon  the  ex- 
pression— as  a  "packed"  Committee.  I  have  not 
said  that  hurriedly.  I  thought  over  it  before  I 
used  it.  I  was  greatly  surprised  yesterday  when 
I  heard  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  ask  for  leave  of 
absence—- 1  had  not  heard  of  his  intention  to  go — 
and  when  I  heard  him  ark  for  his  name  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  Waste  Lands  Committes; 
but  I  was  more  surprised  at  the  manner  in  which 
that  vacancy  was  filled  up.  On  former  occssions 
when  a  vacancy  has  had  to  be  filled  up  it  has 
been  done  by  the  voice  of  the  Council,  but  upon 
this  occasion  it  was  by  ballot ;  and  I  have  reason 
for  saying  that  before  the  Council  met  yester* 
day  it  was  arranged  which  honorable  gentleman 
should  be  elected  to  the  position  vacated  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Menzies. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — How  do  you  know  ? 

The  Hon.  Bir.  ROBINSON.— I  will  ask  the 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  if  what  I  say  is 
not  correct.  If  he  can  get  up  and  say  that  I  am 
wrong  I  will  withdraw  every  word  that  I  have 
said.  It  is  a  most  extraordinary  coincidence  that 
an  honorable  gentleman,  who  is  not  in  his  place 
at  the  present  time,  when  we  were  dealing  with  a 
report  vrith  regard  to  the  improvement  of  these 
buildings,  mentioned  that  the  passages  of  the 
building  were  absolutely  too  narrow  for  lobbying 
— it  rubbed  the  buttons  off  his  clothes,  nell, 
Sir,  I  had  no  idea  that  such  things  were  dona^ 
bat|  as  I  said  to  him,  I  have  no  doubt  that  ht  if 
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an  excellent  authority  upon  tbat  question.  To 
return  to  the  question  before  the  House,  I  think 
it  would  only  be  a  waste  of  time  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Wast-e  Lands  Committee.  It  is  a 
highly  important  measure,  and  I  think  it  is  very 
desirable  for  every  one  of  us  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  the  Bill  before  we  consent  to 
its  passage  through  the  Council.  Supposing  the 
Bill  is  referred  to  the  Committee,  what  is  the 
Council  to  do  then  ?  Are  we  to  take  the  report 
without  inquiry?  Will  it  not,  notwithstanding 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  still  be  our  duty 
to  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  Bill  ?  I 
think  it  will,  and  I  say  it  would  be  a  complete 
waste  of  time  to, let  it  go  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  consider 
the  Bill  at  once,  not  only  shall  we  sare  time, 
but  we  shall  bring  out  the  Bill  in  a  better, 
clearer,  and  more  distinct  form  than  if  it  went  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  in  which  I  have  no 
confidence.  I  therefore  hope  that  the  motion  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  CapUin  FRASER.— I  would  like  to 
ask  jour  ruling  on  this  point:  Are  not  many 
honorable  gentlemen  in  the  Council  personally 
interested  in  the  question  now  before  us,  and 
haTC  they  a  right  to  speak  and  rote  on  the  Bill  ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honorable 
l^entleman  must  remember  that  personal  interest 
18  different  from  class  interest.  I  do  not  think 
the  question  of  "  direct  pecuniary  interest "  ap- 
plies in  this  case. 

O^e  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  could  not  see 
that  there  was  much  argument  in  the  remarks  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson,  for  this  reason  :  that  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  is  not  a  body  which 
sits  with  closed  doors,  and  any  honorable  mem- 
ber  desiring  to  gather  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
Bill  can  easily  do  so  by  attending  the  sittings 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  when  the  Bill 
is  being  considered.  An  honorable  gentleman 
near  me  suggests  that  the  Committee-rooms  are 
not  large  enough  to  admit  of  such  a  thing ;  but 
I  would  point  out  that  there  can  be  no  objection, 
as  the  Committee  does  not  meet  while  the  House 
is  sitting,  to  this  chamber  being  used,  in  which 
case  honorable  members  may  sit  in  their  accus- 
tomed seats  and  hear  the  deliberations  of  the 
Committee.  That,  I  think,  disposes  of  that  pomt. 
Bat  I  would  point  out  that  the  fact  of  the 
Committee  sitting  to  examine  into  the  Land  Bill 
need  not  pre?ent  other  members  of  the  Council 
who  are  not  members  of  that  Committee  cm- 
ploying  their  time  in  making  the  fullest  inqui- 
ries into  the  contents  of  the  Bill.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  that  it  would  be  absurd 
to  deprive  the  Committee  of  its  functions  in  re- 
spect to  the  one  measure  for  which  it  was  con- 
stituted. The  Committee  was  constituted  to 
consider  all  matters  relating  to  the  waste  lands 
of  the  Crown,  and  I  cannot  conceire  that  any  Bill 
could  more  directly  bear  in  that  direction  than 
the  one  we  hare  now  before  us.  For  the  last 
session  or  two  the  Committee  has  been  engaeed  in 
the  verification  of  schedules  mainly,  but  that  is 
not  its  only  function.  In  former  sessions  this  Com- 
mittee had  to  dispose  of  the  Waste  Land  Bills  of 
Tarioof  proTiDoes,  notably  those  of  Otago ;  and, 


when  a  Bill  to  apply  generally  to  the  whole  of 
the  colony  comes  before  the  Council,  I  think  it 
ought,  OS  a  matter  of  course,  to  go  to  that  Com- 
mittee. There  are  many  clauses  into  which  it  is 
necessary  to  examine  very  closely,  and  I  think  that 
can  be  done  much  better  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  than  it  can  be  done  by  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  As  to  the  allusion  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Robinson  to  a  " packed"  Committee,  I  think 
that  such  a  statement  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  in  the  House  without  the  honorable  member 
havinff  been  called  upon  for  an  explanation  as  to 
what  ne  meant.  I  merely  rose  to  point  out  to 
the  Council  that  there  would  not  be  any  waste  of 
time  in  referring  this  Bill  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committ-ee,  and  I  really  think  that  course  is 
absolutely  necessary  if  the  measure  is  to  be 
passed  in  a  creditable  shape. 

The  Hon.  CapUin  ERASER.— I  intend  to 
support  the  motion  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and 
I  have  several  reasons  for  doing  so.  The  principal 
reason  is  this :  that  the  Bill,  if  passed,  would 
shower  great  blessings  on  the  runholders  of  the 
Province  of  Canterbury,  and  would  give  nothing 
at  all  to  the  runholders  of  the  Province  of  Otago. 
I  think  that  that  is  quite  sufficient  to  induce  us 
to  go  at  once  into  Committee.  Everything  that 
is  contained  in  this  Bill,  from  beginning  to  end, 
lias  been  before  us  for  the  last  four  months,  and 
I  believe  that  there  is  not  a  single  member  of 
this  Council  who  has  not  got  the  whole  of  its 
clauses  at  his  fingers'  ends.  If  we  go  into  Com- 
mittee I  will  be  bound  to  say  that  in  four  hours 
we  can  make  a  better  Bill  of  this  than  it  could 
be  made  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  if  wo 
waited  for  a  week.  It  is  a  Committee  in  which 
I  have  no  confidence  whatever.  Sir,  I  believe 
this  Bill  will  bring  prosperity  and  happiness  into 
many  families,  and  will  have  the  effect  of  raising 
up  many  hundred  homesteads  in  Otaeo  and  Can- 
terbury. The  runholders  have  had  the  runs  long 
enough,  and  it  is  now  high  time  that  the  people 
themselves  should  enjoy  a  fair  share  of  the  good 
things.  A  certain  number  of  people  have  had, 
in  the  past,  the  manipulation  of  the  land  laws 
of  the  various  provincial  districts,  and  the  conse- 
quence has  been  that  they  have  manipulated  the 
land  laws  to  their  own  advantage.  It  b  high  time 
that  the  people  should  partake  of  those  advan* 
tages.  The  Bill  will  prove  a  source  of  happiness 
to  many  families,  and  will  raise  up  hundreds  of 
homesteads  where  at  present  there  are  only  sheep. 
I  trust  the  good  sense  of  the  Council  will  prevail, 
and  that  the  motion  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
will  be  carried.  It  is  essentially  a  people's  Bill, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  carried. 

The  Bon.  Colonel  KENNY.— Sir.  the  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser  has  given  his  reason  for  support- 
ing the  proposal  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  I 
should  like  to  be  allowed  to  give  mine.  J  do  so 
in  the  presence  of  other  honorable  gentlemen  who 
are  almost  as  old  members  of  the  Council  as  I  my- 
self, and  th^y  will  correct  me  if  I  state  anything 
but  facts.  Sir,  what  is  the  origin  of  Select  Com- 
mittees ?  I  remember  the  time  when  such  a  thing 
as  a  Select  Committee  did  not  exist,  and  I  re- 
member when  they  originated,  and  the  causes 
that  led  to  their  introduction.    The  reason  they 
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were  originated  was  this :  to  facilitate  tlie  busi- 
0688  of  the  Council.  When  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  business  on  the  Order  Paper  it  tends 
to  the  quick  disposal  of  business  to  refer  to 
these  Select  Committees  matters  which  require 
inquiry,  and  which  can  be  more  easily  inquired 
into  bj  a  few  members  of  the  Council  than  by 
the  Council  as  a  whole.  For  instance,  the  taking 
of  evidence  is  a  tedious  process,  and  could  not 
Tery  well  be  conducted  in  the  Council.  That  was 
the  origin  of  Select  Committees.  But,  Sir,  no 
evidence  is  required  to  be  taken  in  this  instance  ; 
and,  looking  at  the  Order  Paper,  what  do  we  find  ? 
We  find  that  there  is  absolutely  nothing  upon  it 
— no  political  business  for  us  to  discuss  except 
the  Land  Bill ;  and  yet  we  are  requested  to  dele- 
gate our  duties  to  a  Select  Committee  !  llie 
Council  ought  at  once  to  agree  to  go  on  with  the 
Land  Bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  beg 
honorable  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  Order  Paper 
before  they  vote,  and  consider  that  there  is  no- 
thing for  us  to  do  except  to  dispose  of  this  Bill. 
There  are  one  or  two  trifling  matters  beside,  but 
they  can  be  disposed  of  in  a  few  minutes.  That 
quite  justifies  our  departing  from  the  ordinary 
rule.  Therefore,  for  the  reason  given  and  for  no 
others,  and  not  because  of  any  private  feeling,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  proposal  of  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— Sir,  ever  since  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  holding  a  seat  in  the 
Council  it  has  been  an  established  rule  that  all 
land  matters  have  been  referred  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  for  a  report  to  be  made  there- 
on. That  is  a  principle  which  has  been  upheld 
by  every  honorable  member  of  this  Council.  We 
have  appointed  a  Committee  for  that  purpose, 
and  representation  on  that  Committee  has  been 
equally  and  fairly  divided  between  the  various  pro- 
vinces J  but  now,  when  the  time  arrives  at  which 
that  Conmiittee  could  be  of  use  to  us,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do  away  with  the  principle  which  has 
hitherto  been  regarded  as  a  sine  qud  non  in  our 
proceedings.  This  Bill  has  been  before  the  other 
branch  or  the  Le^slature  for  four  months,  a 
portion  of  which  time  it  was  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  of  that  branch  of  (he  Legisla- 
ture before  it  went  into  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  Every  member  of  this  Council  is  deeply 
interested  in  this  Bill  —  the  whole  country  is 
interested  in  it.  Are  we,  then,  going  to  hurry  on 
with  this  Bill  before  it  has  been  examined  by  a 
Select  Committee  and  reported  upon  ?  I  trust 
not:  therefore  I  shall  vote  against  the  motion 
of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

ITie  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— I  too,  Sir,  shall  vote 
against  the  proposal,  and  I  must  confess  my  great 
surprise  that  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  ex- 
perienced members  of  the  Council  should  suggest 
that^  because  nothing  is  on  the  Order  Paper, 
therefore  we  can  consider,  while  we  talk,  the 
various  clauses  in  this  many-claused  Bill.  I  do 
not  know  that  we  do,  or  can,  consider  clauses 
while  we  are  talking  about  them.  I  think  we 
ought  to  hare  time  to  read  them  before  we  can 
talk  upon  them,  and  I  think  so  especially  in  re- 
gard to  this  Bill.  The  first  time  I  saw  this  BUI 
waa  at  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  and,  as  I  have 
Hon.  Colonel  Kenny 


had  other  matters  to  attend  to,  I  have  not  had 
time  to  read  it.  Therefore  I  have  not  considered 
it,  and  cannot  consider  it,  because,  if  oti.er  honor- 
able gentlemen  call  listening  to  the  side-note  of  a 
clause  being  read  consideration  of  that  clause,  I 
do  not.  With  regard  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
Hon.  Captain  Eraser,  that  by  passing  thi-<  Bill 
at  once  we  should  canfer  advantages  upon  the 
people  and  create  hundreds  of  smiling  home- 
steads, I  am  not  prepared  to  suppose  that  we 
should  do  anything  of  the  kind  by  rushing  this 
Bill  through  before  we  have  had  time  to  con- 
sider it.  I  wish  to  satisfy  myself  that  it  will 
confer  advantages 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER. —I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  Sir.  This  Bill  has  been  before  the 
Legislature  for  the  past  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART. — Perliapa  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  not  aware  that  I  find  it  enough 
to  do  to  consider  those  measures  which  are  before 
the  Council,  without  running  about  to  discover 
what  is  going  on  in  another  place ;  and,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  does  not  do  so,  perhaps 
that  will  explain  the  unnecessary  questions  he 
puts  respecting  measures  before  the  CounciL  A 
pretence  of  making  smiling  homesteads  may  turn 
out  to  be  a  spoliation  of  the  oountir.  In  a 
Committee  of  the  Council  recently  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  discovering  the  mode  in  which 
an  individual  has  appropriated  a  whole  piece  of 
countiy  to  himself  under  colour  of  establishing 
a  small-farm  settlement.  Let  me  describe  how 
the  thing  has  been  done.  Over  a  large  part  of 
the  Province  of  Otago  the  agricultural  land  lies 
in  small  narrow  valleys ;  and  the  pastoral  lands, 
or  those  lands  which  are  called  pastoral  lands,  lie 
at  an  elevation  of  from  1,500  or  2,000  to  5,000 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which  lands  can 
only  be  occupied  in  the  summer  months.  The 
one  forms  a  frontage  to  the  other,  and  to 
occupy  these  higher  lands  profitably  a  portion 
of  the  low-lying  lands  must  be  occupied  with 
them.  Indeed,  if  the  lower  lands  are  occupied 
the  higher  lands  behind  are  absolutely  useless, 
and  valueless  for  sale.  We  have  had  it  in  evi- 
dence, then,  that  a  considerable  tract  of  this 
countiy  has  been  raonopolixed  by  a  single  in* 
dividual  in  this  way :  He  has  acquired  the  bulk 
of  the  low-lying  country,  and  that  has  enabled 
him  to  compiand  the  whole  of  the  back  country, 
the  result  being  that,  while  the  whole  of  the 
block  of  country  referred  to  was  worth  15s.  an 
acre  for  high  land  and  SOs.  an  acre  for  low  land, 
the  low  land  is  now  worth  but  15s.  an  acre, 
while  the  back  high  land  is  absolutely  worth 
nothing.  Now,  I  say  that  such  a  result  as  that 
from  our  land  laws  is  not  satisfactory.  The  land 
in  this  country  should  be  administered  as  an 
estate,  and  should  be  administered  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  country.  What  will  be  the  con- 
sequence supposing  the  land  to  be  badly  ad- 
ministered ? 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER— I  would  sug- 
gest. Sir,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  wander- 
ing far  iVom  the  point.  The  principle  of  the  Bill 
should  have  been  discussed  on  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  exceeding  the  usual  limits. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— The  second  reading 
passed  without  discussion,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  himself  raised  this  question  when 
talking  of  the  smiling  homesteads  that  would  be 
created  if  the  Council  would  only  devote  four 
hours  to  the  consideration  of  this  measure.  Sir, 
I  say  that  it  is  quite  possible  that,  instead  of 
creating  smiling  homesteads,  we  may,  if  great  care 
is  not  taken,  destroy  the  public  estate,  as  we  hare 
heard,  by  evidence  on  oath,  has  been  done  in 
Otago.  That  is  my  argument  for  time,  and,  if 
that  is  correct,  the  argument  of  the  honorable 
geutloman  will  not  hola  water.  I  think  what  I 
have  said  should  induce  honorable  gentlemen  to 
consider  that  time  is  required  so  that  we  may 
carefully  read  the  Bill.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  Bill  will  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  like  to 
interrupt  the  honorable  member,  but  I  do  not 
think  he  was  in  order  in  referring  to  evidence 
which  has  not  been  placed  before  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  think  it  is  on  the 
table,  Sir. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— No.  If  the  report 
has  been  laid  upon  the  table,  I  have  not  seen  the 
evidence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL. — I  beg  your  pardon.  I 
was  under  a  misapprehension. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Sir,  I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  so  long  a  discussion 
should  have  taken  place  on  this  point,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  regret  that  the  honorable  and  gallant 
gentleman  who  represents  the  G-oTcmment  should 
have  asked  the  Council  to  take  a  course  quite 
unusual — one  for  which,  I  believe,  there  is  not  a 
single  precedent.  He  cannot  be  aware,  when  he 
makes  such  a  proposal,  of  the  large  interests  af- 
fected, and  the  very  serious,  even  fundamental, 
alterations  proposed  in  the  law — alterations  which 
many  people  conceive  to  be  injurious  to  them. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  he  did  not  feel  it 
necessary  to  go  into  the  matter,  as  it  was  simply 
a  consolidation  Bill 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  said  there 
were  some  new  provisions. 

The  Hon.  Su-  F.  DILLON  BELL.— There 
are  many  which  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
mention.  He  did  not  say  a  word  about  selling 
land  on  deferred  pajments. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Yes.  The 
honorable  gentleman  must  have  been  out  of  the 
Council.  I  explained  that  they  were  to  be  sold 
in  blocks  not  exceeding  5,000  acres,  and  that  it 
was  unlikely  such  blocks  would  be  laid  off  unless 
under  exceptional  circumstances. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  learn  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  quite  correct,  and  that 
I  was  wrong  in  saying  so.  The  change  proposed 
to  be  made  in  the  relations  between  the  pastoral 
tenants  and  the  Crown  is  very  serious,  and  it  will 
be  conceded  that  important  interests  are  affected 
by 'this  measure.  For  my  part,  however,  I  do  not 
care  how  the  Council  proceeds  to  consider  the 
subject.  If  the  Council  prefers  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  rather  than  refer  the  Bill  to 
the  Wnsle  Lands  Committee,  I  shall  not  care  a 
straw  about  it.  But  is  the  honorable  gentleman 
prepared  to  tell  this  Council,  as  a  Minister  of  the 
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Crown,  that  he  will  now  recommend  the  Council 
absolutely  to  preclude  the  taking  of  evidence  ?  I 
am  a  person  who,  for  many  years,  has  been  in- 
terested as  a  freeholder,  as  well  as  a  pastoral 
tenant  in  the  occupation  of  the  lands  of  the 
Crown,  and  I  have  done  everytiiing  I  could  in  my 
individual  capacity  to  facilitate  the  settlement 
of  the  people  on  the  land.  In  the  first  case  in 
which  I  was  asked  to  give  up  land  which  I  held 
as  a  pastoral  tenant  for  settlement,  I  not  only 
gave  it  up  freely,  but  I  made  no  claim  for  com- 
pensation, and  did  not  receive  any.  Upon  a  cog- 
nate question,  the  Mines  Bill,  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary took  it  upon  himself  to  accuse  me  of  having 
been  concerned  in  some  legal  contention  in  which 
I  was  interested  as  a  pastoral  tenant,  and,  directly 
in  contradiction  to  facts,  he  held  me  up  as  being 
concerned  in  some  transactions 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  always  appears  to  me  to  be  going 
back  to  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  corrected  me  in 
reference  to  that  matter  I  withdrew  my  remarks. 
The  whole  object  of  mentioning  it  was  to  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  corroborate  me  in  a  state- 
ment I  was  makinff.  The  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  oblige  me  by  doing  that,  but  questioned 
the  matter  of  fact,  which  I  withdrew  the  moment 
he  mentioned  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— No. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  beg  the 
honorable  gentleman's  pardon.    I  did. 

Tlie  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.- 1  think  the  intro- 
duction of  this  subject,  belonging  to  the  Mines 
Bill  and  to  a  previous  debate,  should  not  take 
place. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  was  ask- 
ing  the  honorable  gentleman  to  tell  the  Council 
whether  he  was  prepared  to  state  that  his  object 
was  to  prerent  the  investigation  of  the  circum- 
stances oy  evidence :  and  I  should  have  gone  on 
to  say,  as  a  freeholder  and  pastoral  tenant,  that 
I  would  like  to  have  those  circumstances  inves- 
tigated, not  with  the  intention  of  making  any 
accusation  against  the  honorable  gentleman,  but 
merely  to  show  the  facts ;  and  f  urtner,  if  the  Bill 
went  before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  I  would 
have  evidence  taken  on  the  subject — ^the  evidence 
of  the  late  Superintendent  of  Otago,  of  the  late 
Provincial  Secretary  of  Otaeo,  of  the  Surveyor- 
General,  who  was  then  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  in  Otago,  of  the  Assistant  Sur- 
veyor-General, and  of  the  Warden  of  the  district. 
I  would  take  very  good  care  to  have  it  completely 
shown  what  course  I  had  taken  in  the  matter. 
But,  what  is  of  much  more  consequence  than 
that,  in  the  manner  in  which  this  Bill  proceeds 
to  deal  with  private  interests  there  are  serious 
points  to  be  considered  which  I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  has  yet  con- 
sidered. In  this  Bill,  as  I  was  pointing  out  in 
the  case  of  the  Mines  Bill,  there  is  a  proposed 
saving  clause  for  existing  rights.  Now,  there  is  a 
question  to  which  I  will  ask  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  an  answer  in 
his  reply.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  will  turn 
to  sections  77  and  78,  which  deal  with  pastoral 
lands  to  be  sold  on  deferred  payments,  to  section 
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121,  which  refers  to  pastoral  lands,  and  to  sec- 
tions 116,  117,  and  on  to  126,  wliich  relate  to 
the  manner  in  which  runs  in  Otago  are  to  be 
dealt  with,  he  will  see  that  the  present  pastoral 
tenant  of  the  Crown  is  placed  in  a  certain  posi- 
tion. The  Waste  Lands  Board,  according  to-the 
existing  law,  is  to  determine,  some  time  before 
the  expiry  of  the  lease,  whether  the  lease  of  the 
runholder  shall  be  renewed  or  not.  Will  the 
honorable  gentleman  tell  me  whether  the  78th 
and  succeeding  sections,  in  his  opinion,  can  be 
worked  as  they  stand,  in  unity  and  harmony 
with  the  clauses  of  the  existing  Act  of  1872  ? 
I  am  prepared  to  show  by  eridence  that  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  in  Otago  has  held  a  doc- 
trine, and  has  proceeded  to  enforco  it,  which  i:* 
held  to  be  contrary  to  law,  and  on  which  ques- 
tions of  law  are  now  pending.  I  wish  to  know 
how  this  Bill  will  determine  those  disputes,  and 
whether  the  two  Acts  will  work  harmoniously 
together.  It  is  an  inquiry  such  as  that  which 
would  properly  be  relegated  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  If  what  the  Council  is  going  to 
MIT  is  this :  *'  We  do  not  care  what  the  in- 
tere.-«ts  are  which  have  been  already  created 
under  the  law;  if  this  Bill  confiscates  them, 
let  them  be  confiscated  ;  if  this  Bill  is  to  cause 
litigation,  let  litigation  come** — if,  1  say,  that  is 
what  the  Council  means,  then  I  can  understand 
the  want  of  consideration  for  private  interests 
which  would  furnish  the  reason  why  we  are  asked 
to  deal  with  matters  of  this  kind  without  inquiry. 
But  if  the  Council  means  that  persons  haying 
some  rights  to  protect  shall  hare  an  opportunity 
of  a  fair  inquiry  into  those  rights,  then  I  say  we 
ought  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  I  approve  of  the  principles  of  the 
Bill,  and  I  wish  to  sire  them  effect,  and  to  help 
them  in  any  way  I  can.  I  have  no  desire  to 
thwart,  frustrate,  or  put  the  least  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  any  principle  that  the  Bill  contains. 
All  I  wish  is  that  it  should  work  harmonioosly — 
that  the  new  law  should  t-ake  care  that  litigation 
should  be  stopped,  and  trouble  and  danger  to 
private  interests  be  prerented.  And  if  there  is 
one  honorable  member  in  the  Council  from  whom 
I  should  not  expect  to  hear  the  statement  that  be 
thoroughly  approved  of  the  Bill,  and  that  it 
would  be  of  such  vast  importance  and  benefit  to 
the  people  of  Otago,  it  is  my  honorable  friend 
Captain  Fraser  ;  because  over  and  over  again  he 
has  come  to  me  and  asked  me  to  use  any  influence 
to  prevent  the  Bill  coming  into  effect.  Now  he 
has  suddenly  brought  forward  this  question  of  the 
deferred-payment  proposals,  by  which  means  it 
is  proposed  to  give  homesteads  to  settlers 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.  — Is  the 
honorable  gentleman  referring  to  previous  debates, 
or  to  what  took  place  to-day  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  am  not 
referring  to  previous  debates. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER.— I  beg  to  refer 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  what  I  said  on  this 
Bill  last  session  with  respect  to  deferred  pay- 
ments. I  was  always  a  supporter  of  deferred 
payments,  and  of  settling  the  people  on  the  land. 
What  private  conversations  I  have  had  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  I  do  not  recollect.  If  the 
Jlyu.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell 


honorable  gentleman  chooses  to  repeat  any  private 
conversation  I  had  with  him,  all  I  can  say  is,  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  knowing  gentlemen  who 
act  in  such  a  manner. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  am  very 
sorry  to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman  say  that. 
I  did  not  intend  to  say  anything  offensive  to  hiixL 
I  was  perfectly  entitled  to  adduce  what  I  have 
alwavs  understood  to  be  his  opinions — opinions 
whicn  were  certainly  not  given  to  me  in  any 
private  conversations  whatever.  I  repeat,  I  have 
no  wish  to  interpose  any  obstacle  to  the  oon- 
sideration  of  this  Bill  in  any  form  the  Council 
likes  to  take  it.  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  make  it 
a  good  Bill,  and  will  do  the  best  I  can  to  get  it 
passed.  But  if  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentle- 
man prevents  the  Bill  from  going  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  —  if  ho  prevents  the 
taking  of  evidence  as  to  the  effect  this  Bill  will 
have  upon  interests  created  by  the  existing  law- 
he  will  place  men  who  are  engaged  in  pastoral 
pursuits  in  a  position  in  which  I  think  no  Govern- 
ment ought  to  place  any  one,  especially  where 
such  large  interests  are  concerned.  Every  one 
knows  that  it  is  the  pastoral  clauses  which  lie  at 
the  root  of  any  difficulties  here  or  in  the  other 
House  in  connection  with  this  Bill.  The  Bill,  fo 
far  ae  it  deals  with  the  scde  of  land,  only  con- 
solidates the  existing  provinous  of  the  law.  It 
is  in  the  pastoral  question  that  the  wliole  matter 
lies,  and  I  think  it  would  be  very  inadvisable 
for  the  Council  to  refuse  any  inquiry  into  sach 
questions  as  I  have  mentioned.  Rather,  howevor, 
than  have  any  ill-feeling  created,  rather  than 
have  that  kind  of  mutual  recrimination  and 
acrimony  existing  which  I  am  very  sorry  to  see 
has  arisen  in  this  matter,  I  would  consent  very 
willingly  to  any  course,  so  long  as  It  enabled  the 
Bill  to  be  fairly  and  properly  investigated.  The 
suggestion  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  an- 
peared  to  me  perfectly  reasotiable.  Honorable 
members  seem  to  be  afraid  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  or  of  some  members  on  it.  Will  the 
Council  allow  me  to  resien  my  seat  on  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  ?  I  do  not  want  to  hare  any- 
thing  to  do  with  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  has  spoken  of  that  Com- 
mittee as  being  packed,  and,  more  for  this  reason 
than  anything  else,  I  speak  imder  some  feeling 
of  indignation.  The  rery  day  I  took  my  seat  in 
this  House  it  pleased  the  Council  to  appoint  the 
Committee  by  ballot,  and  since  then  the  Com- 
mittee has  remained  as  it  was,  with  the  exoeptio& 
of  one  or  two  members  who  were  appointed  at  the 
nomination  of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  I  do  not 
know  a  single  step  in  connection  wiUi  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  which  deserves  such  a  term  as 
the  term  *'  packed  "  being  applied  to  it.  I  feel 
that  any  honorable  member  like  myself  who  hae 
been  devoting  his  whole  time  and  doing  the  best 
work  he  could  upon  the  Waste  Lands  Oommittee 

dav  by  day,  and  working  steadily 

?rhe  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  wish  to  6^ 
that  I  should  be  sorry  indeed  if  I  said  one  word 
that  would  hurt  the  feelings  of  an  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  Council.  What  I  meant  to 
intimate  was  that  T  did  not  think,  when  a  gentle- 
man IT  as  going  to  be  appointed  to  a  Committeei 
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that  any  question  as  to  who  should  be  appointed 
should  be  capvassed  in  the  lobbies. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— In  respect 
to  what  my  honorable  friend  refers  to,  I  have  only 
to  repeat  what  I  said  some  days  ago.  If  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  proposed  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bobinson  yesterday  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  would  have  Toted  for  him.  I  do  not 
want  to  stand  in  the  way  in  this  matter,  and  I 
entreat  the  Council  to  reconstitute  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  if  they  are  not  satisfied  with 
its  members.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  as  nn 
Otago  settler,  and  not  a  bad  settler  in  my  day, 
I  do  not  want  anything  in  connection  with  this 
Bill  excepting  a  fair  discussion  of  it  in  my  place 
in    this    ParUanient.     Let    the    honorable    and 

gillant  gentleman  move  that  the  Waste  Lands 
ommilteo  be  discharged,  and  I  will  second 
it.  Let  him  nio?e  tiiat  my  name  be  taken 
off,  and  I  will  second  that  motion,  with  the 
greatest  possible  pleasure.  But,  liaving  worked 
during  tlie  whole  session  on  that  Committee, 
and  done  the  best  I  could  to  examine  the  Bills 
relegated  to  that  Committee  by  the  Council,  I 
am  not  inclined  to  take  the  slap  in  the  face  that 
is  giren  to  erery  member  of  it  by  the  Council 
saying,  "  We  shall  not  trust  to  any  action  in 
your  Waste  Lands  Committee ;  you  are  people 
mterested  in  the  questions  you  are  going  to  deal 
with  ;  you  will  come  down  with  resolutions  and 
Tiews  of  your  own  ;  and  we  will  take  the  matter 
out  of  your  hands."  I  say  that  would  be  a  great 
afiront  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and 
would  be  rery  unfair  and  unreasonable  to  its 

members.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  find  that 
my  objection  last  year  to  the  Waste  I^nds  Bill 
was  confined  simply  to  a  detail.  I  said  that  the 
franchise  ought  to  be  restricted  with  regard  to 
persons  who  had  land  upon  deferred  payments. 
Otherwise  I  gaye  the  Q-OTemment  great  credit  for 
bringing  down  the  Act.  I  say  that  this  Bill  now 
is  exactly  the  same  Bill.  We  hare  had  the  sub- 
ject under  considferalion  for  twelve  months.  Our 
attention  has  been  called  to  it  a  great  deal,  because 
we  cannot  be  within  the  walls  of  Parliament  with- 
.  out  hearing  a  great  deal  of  the  legislation  about 
to  be  brought  forward  in  either  House,  and  it 
is  usually  the  case  that  one's  attention  is  very 
readily  attracted  where  one's  interest  is  even  in- 
directly concerned.  Consequently  we  pretty  well 
know  this  Bill  by  heart.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Brett 
says  it  has  always  been  the  rule  to  refer  Bills 
rdbkting  to  the  waste  lauds  to  the  Conunitlee. 
I  do  not  deny  that  it  has  always  been  the  rule ; 
but  I  would  ask,  does  the  Standing  Oi^^er  relate 
to  waste  lands  generallv  or  to  special  waste  lands  ? 
ULj  own  opinion  is,  tnat  the  first  intention  in 
adopting  that  Standing  Order  was  that  it  should 
refer  to  special  lands.  When  the  Standing  Orders 
were  first  written,  the  waste  lands  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  were  managed  locally,  and  I 
do  not  tliink  that  a  general  law  relating  to  the 
waste  lands  was  ever  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Conmiittee  till  last  year.  There  never  had  been  a 
general  Waste  Lands  Bill  brought  in  dealing  on  a 
uniform  principle  with  all  the  &nds  of  the  colony 
until  last  year.    BLitherto  they  have  always  been. 


local  matters,  and  the  Waste  Lands  Bills  that 
came  up  here  always  had  to  pass  through  the 
Provincial  Councils.  Last  year  there  was  an  ex- 
ception, but  it  was  necessary  that  the  Bill  should 
be  considered  by  the  Waste  I^nds  Committee 
because  of  the  great  pressure  of  business.  One 
reason  for  not  referring  this  Bill  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  is,  that  it  would  be  a  great 
saving  of  time.  Whatever  the  Waste  lAuds 
Committee  may  resolve  upon,  I  feel  quite  sure 
that  the  question  will  be  gone  into  de  novo  in  the 
Council,  so  that  the  time  devoted  to  the  Bill  by 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  will  be  lost  time. 
It  was  different  last  year,  for  there  were  no 
principles  involved  then.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
a$ked  who  was  responsible  for  the  delay  in  bring- 
ing the  Bill  before  the  Council.  Why,  the  very 
dav  that  the  Government  resolved  to  put  their 
pnde  in  their  pocket  and,  in  the  interest  of  the 
country,  go  on  with  the  business,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  was- hanging 
over  them,  the  first  Bill  they  brought  forward 
was  this  Waste  Lands  Bill,  and  it  was  pushed  on 
in  preference  to  everything.  I  will  say  nothing 
about  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  said  concerning 
an  arrangement  out  of  doors  for  filling  up  va- 
cancies in  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  except 
that  I  regret  that  the  course  should  be  adopted, 
and  I  tmnk  it  is  a  practice  which  would  be 
much  better  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the 
observance.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  both  Wellington  members,  have 
spoken  strongly  on  the  point  of  going  through  all 
the  forms,  and  not  in  favour  of  takmg  a  course 
likely  to  expedite  public  business. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.—I  am  not  a  Wel- 
lington member  ;  I  am  an  Otago  member. 

ITie  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOEE.— Well,  an 
Otago  member  resident  in  Wellington.  I  thought 
they  would  have  spoken  favourably  of  my  pro- 
posal, but  I  am  sorry  they  did  not.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Mantell  said,  "If  you  want  to  hear  what 
is  going  on  in  the  Committee,  why  not  sit  round 
the  table  in  this  chamber?  and  we  can  listen 
to  nU  that  \a  said."  But  we  do  not  want  to 
listen.  We  believe  that  we  shall  differ  from  the 
views  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  if 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell's  proposal  were  carried 
out  we  should  have  to  listen  to  propositions 
which  we  should  afterwards  have  to  fight  about, 
and  having  to  listen  to  them  without  being  able 
to  reply  would  not  be  likely  to  improve  our 
tempers  or  to  expedite  business.  I  believe  there 
are  irreconcilable  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
some  parts  of  the  Bill,  and  the  only  way  to  test 
those  differences  is  by  voting  in  Committee  of 
the  Council.  Let  the  question  go  to  the  vote  at 
once,  and  that  should  settle  it.  If  any  particular 
clauses  or  schedules  require  to. be  verified  they 
can  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  or  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  I  presume  that, 
if  there  is  any  particular  clause  which  honor- 
able geutlemcn  think  ought  to  be  left  over  until 
Mondfty  or  a  future  day,  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  postponing  it.  Honorable  gentlemen 
spoke  with  considerable  derision  respecting  the 
smiling-homesteads  proposal.  Now,  1  have  not 
got  that  objection  to  the  Waste  Lands  Bill,  or  to 
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the  deferred-payment  system.  I  beliere  it  will 
bare  the  effect,  especially  in  the  South  Island,  of 
indacing  a  great  deal  of  inland  settlement.  I  haye 
one  objection  to  the  deferred -payment  system, 
but  in  my  present  position  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  enforce  it.  It  is  simply  this :  that,  if  elective 
power  is  given  to  persons  who  hold  deferred-pay- 
ment sections,  it  is  possible  that  influences  which 
we  hare  seen  broiight  to  bear  in  the  Prorincial 
Legislatures  will  be  made  use  of  in  the  general 
Legislature  in  order  to  induce  a  reyersal  of  the 
conditions.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  says 
T©ry  large  interests  are  affected.  That  is  true, 
but  I  am  not  aware  that  we  are  to  consider  the 
magnitude  of  those  interests  at  alL  The  in- 
terests of  every  man  are  not  properly  measured 
by  the  area  of  the  land  or  the  value  of  the  coun- 
try. A  man  can  only  have  his  all,  be  it  great 
or  little.  Under  these  circumstances  I  decline  to 
admit  that  those  clauses  which  affect  the  runs  are 
the  most  material  portions  of  the  Bill.  They  are 
not  the  most  matenal.  The  Gbvemment  of  which 
I  am  a  member  have  opposed  some  coneesfions  in 
this  Bill  to  the  pastoral  tenants  of  Oanterbury, 
ind  I  shall  take  that  course  here  if  the  question 
goes  to  the  vote.  I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that 
the  great  feature  of  this  Bill,  which  has  induced 
the  Government  to  support  the  Bill,  is  this  fea- 
ture of  deferred  payments  and  this  extension  of 
the  principle  to  tne  whole  colony,  as^  far  as  that 
bears  upon  the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land. 
I  approve  of  that  principle  entirely.  I  believe  that 
if  the  terms  are  insisted  upon  and  carried  out  this 
system  will  be  a  good  bargain  for  the  State,  and 
will  be  the  means  of  satis^ing  a  want.  I  believe 
that  in  future  years  we  shall  so  amend  the  sys- 
tem at  to  make  it  perfect.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Billon 
BeU  is  very  much  exercised  about  the  diflSculty 
of  taking  evidence  in  the  Council.  If  he  will  ex- 
cuse me,  I  would  point  out  to  him,  as  a  young 
member,  that  that  is  provided  for  in  our  Stand- 
ing Orders,  and  no  doubt,  if  he  had  known 
that,  he  would  not  have  spent  so  much  time  in 
complaining  that  he  was  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. According  to  the  Standing  Orders  wit- 
nesses are  summoned  bv  the  Council  in  order 
to  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  Council  or  by 
a  Committee  of  the  Council.  If  there  is  any 
evidence  the  honorable  gentleman  wants  to  get — 
if  he  wants  to  examine  all  those  illustrious  people 
he  named — I  presume  he  could  do  so  quite  as 
quickly  here  as  in  a  Committee.  There  would  then 
be  one  examination,  and  it  would  be  all  over. 
With  regard  to  the  runs  the  honorable  gentle- 
man spoke  about,  I  wish  to  point  out  to  him  that 
after  the  licenses  cease  no  person  has  any  in- 
terest in  the  runs,  except  in  Canterbury,  where 
there  has  been  a  virtual  recognition  of  a  cer- 
tain interest  by  this  Bill.  But  I  want  to  know 
why  the  honorable  gentleman  is  so  particular 
about  having  this  Bill  examined  so  minutely, 
and  evidence  taken.  One  part  of  his  speech  is 
quite  inconsistent  with  the  other.  He  said  he 
entirely  approved  of  every  clause  of  the  Bill. 
Well,  if  that  is  the  case,  what  does  he  want  to 
take  evidence  about  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.  — I  am 
sure  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not  inten- 
.Hon.  Colontl  WhUmof 


tionally  misrepresent  me.  I  nerer  said  anything 
so  stupid  as  that  I  approved  of  every  clause  of 
the  Bill.  I  said  I  approved  of  the  principles  of 
the  Bill— -of  every  principle  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— The  honor- 
able  gentleman  must  have  intruded  tie  word 
"  principle  "  in  such  a  way  as  to  mislead  me,  be- 
cause I  certainly  understood  him  to  say  not  "erery 
principle,"  but  "every  clause."  However,  I  seem 
to  have  been  wrong,  and  the  honorable  gentlemui 
approves  of  the  principle  of  every  clause  of  tbe 
Bifi. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL— No. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.  —  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  says  he  did  not  say  so,  of 
course  I  accept  his  explanation.  It  appears  that 
I  am  wrong  to  the  extent  of  leaving  out  tbe 
word  "  principle."  I  took  down  the  nononible 
gentleman's  words,  and  he  used  them  not  once, 
or  twice,  but  frequently.  He  said  another  thing 
— that  he  would  interpose  nothing  to  stop  the 
Bill,  and  that  the  sole  difficulty  he  had  wis  a 
matter  of  evidence,  which,  I  have  now  pointed  out 
to  him,  is  a  difficulty  that  need  not  stand  in  bii 
way  any  longer.    Therefore  I  claim  the  honorable 

gentleman's  support  to  my  proposal.  I  grant 
iat  the  honorable  gentleman  has  worked  reir 
hard  during  the  session.  He  has  been  on  sereral 
laborious  and  very  difficult  Committees.  He  wai 
on  one  Committee  with  me  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  and  I  know  that  he  is  on  two  impor- 
tant ones  now,  and  I  can  quite  understand  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  feels  it  to  be  a  certain 
slight  to  have  anything  said  about  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee.  But  I  ask  him,  would  it  not 
be  more  mortifying  to  him  if,  after  giving  aU 
the  time  that  he  could  possibly  devote  to  this 
Bill,  taking  evidence  from  all  the  gentlemen  be 
has  named,  and  others,  listening  to  the  cross- 
examination  of  witnesses  by  other  honorable 
gentlemen — if,  when  he  had  done  all  that,  and 
had  considered  and  drawn  up,  which  nobody  can 
do  better  than  himself,  a  valuable  report  and 
submitted  it  to  the  Council,  he  found  that  report 
thrown  on  one  side  like  a  piece  of  waste  paper, 
and  the  discussion  commenced  again  de  novo?  I 
think  that  would  be  more  likely  to  annoy  bim, 
and  he  would  think  nothing  more  vexatious  than 
to  have  a  work  which  had  cost  him  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  trouble  rendered  abortive  when  it 
had  just  begun  to  bear  fruit  and  was  laid  before 
the  Council  to  be  accepted,  admired,  and  adopted. 
I  think,  as  far  as  the  honorable  gentleman's  feel- 
ings are  ooncemed,  that  he  would  be  wise  to  fol- 
low my  advice;  and  as  there  is  no  principle 
Iving  between  us,  and  as  he  can  hike  any  eri- 
denoe  he  likes  at  the  bar  of  the  Council,  I  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  should  vote  for  my  pro- 
posal. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB.— I  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Council  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation, which  is  due  to  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell  as  well  as  to  myself.  In  my  repeated  con- 
versations with  the  honorable  gentleman  I  stated 
to  him  frequently  that  I  was  totally  opposed  to 
the  system  of  deferred  payments,  as  injuriously 
applied  to  agricultural  lands  in  Otago ;  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  I  ever  referred  to  pastoral  lands, 
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as  the  honorable  gentleman  will  admit  when  I 
read  what  I  said  laBt  session  on  the  Bubiect : — 

"  There  is  a  very  strange  norelty  introduced  into 
this  Bill,  which  I  think  will  bo  a  very  great  bless- 
ing to  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  I  come. 
I  mean  the  disposal  of  pastoral  land  in  blocks  on 
deferred  payments.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  which  could  be  introduced  into 
Otago  or  elsewhere  in  the  interests  of  settlement, 
because,  although  we  haye  a  number  of  runs  in 
Otago — I  think  about  300 — how  very  few  of  those 
holding  runs  are  living  on  them !  They  are  living 
at  the  centres  of  population  or  at  Home,  doing  no 
earthly  good  whatever  in  their  own  locaUties.  I 
shall  make  every  effort  in  my  power  to  prevent 
any  tampering  with  this  Bill,  lest  it  should  be 
thrown  out  when  it  is  sent  back  to  the  other 
House.  I  consider  that  would  be  a  very  great 
misfortune,  because  I  think  that  this  new  system 
which  is  about  to  be  introduced,  and  which  has 
the  consent  of  the  whole  of  Otago,  will  be  a  great 
blessing.  I  shall  support  the  Bill,  and  resist 
evei7  attempt  made  to  tamper  with  it.'* 

The  honorable  gentleman  will  see  that  I  could 
not  have  alluded  to  pastoral  lands. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Standing  Orders  be 
so  far  suspended  as  to  admit  of  the  Land  Bill 
being  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in- 
stead of  being  remitted  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee ;  '*  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         11 


Majority  for 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Captain  Baillie, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  J^aterson, 


Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Wilson. 


Noes. 


Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 


Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  MQler, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Wigley. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  hoped  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  would  take  the  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  with  reference  to  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Otago  runholders,  because  he  had 
heard  an  opinion  expressed  that  their  position 
was  just  as  good  as  that  of  the  runholders  of 
Canterbury,  and  that  their  runs  could  not  be 
taken  from  them  and  disposed  of  to  other  people 
carrying  on  pastoral  occupations.  If  the  Colonial 
Secretary  were  to  take  a  legal  opinion  on  that 
subject  it  wotdd  clear  the  way  very  much. 


WYNDHAM  SHOW-GROUND  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  received  by  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  appears  to  me 
that  the  Bill  just  read  a  first  time  is  not  the  Bill 
which  the  Council  passed  on  the  15th  ultimo  and 
forwarded  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
their  concurrence.  The  Council  has  received  no 
information  whether  that  Bill  has  been  laid  aside 
or  rejected  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and, 
consequently,  under  these  circumstances,  at  this 
time  of  the  session,  I  advise  the  Council  that  the 
most  orderly  course  will  be  to  resolve  that  the 
Council  will  not  proceed  further  with  the  Bill 
now  before  it. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND.  — I  beg  to 
move,  according  to  the  ruling  of  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker,  That  t£e  Council  do  not  proceed  further 
with  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.  —  Having  been 
asked  by  an  honorable  member  to  take  charge 
of  this  Bill,  I  will  move,  as  an  amendment,  pro 
formd^  That  the  second  reading  be  an  Order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  original  motion 
agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  five  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPBESENTATIVES. 

Saturday^  lat  December,  1877. 


First  Beadings— Third  Reading—Motaeka  and  Montera 
Bailway— Polling  Hoars— Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READINaS. 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  Nelson  GhbBworks 
and  Waterworks  Sale  Bill. 

THIRD  READINa. 
Foxton  Reserves  Bill. 

MOTUEKA  AND  MOUTERE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  asked  the  Government, 
What  action  they  intend  to  take  with  regard  to 
the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on 
the  petition  of  Motueka  and  Moutere  settlers, 
praying  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  the  effect  that  the  subject-matter 
of  the  petition  should  receive  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Government.  He  could  not 
give  an  assurance  that  the  line  would  be  made, 
but  he  would  arrange  to  have  a  flying  surrey 
made,  and  he  would  state  to  the  House  next 
session  what  the  Government  would  do  in  the 
matter. 

POLLING  HOURS. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  GK>vemment  will,  next  session,  introduce  a 
Bill  making  the  polling  at  elections  of  members 
of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  begin  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and  close  at  seven  o'clock 
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in  the  eTening?  He  waa  of  conne  aware  tliat 
the  polling  now  began  at  nine  a.m.,  bat  his  object 
was  to  aicertain  whether,  in  riew  of  a  general 
election,  the  polling  would  be  eo  extended  as  to 
gire  to  electors  emplojed  on  work  daring  the 
whole  daj  an  opportunity  of  roting  at  elections 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  daj. 

Sir  G.  GB£Y  said  the  subject  was  an  impor- 
tant one,  and  would  receire  consideration.  At 
present  he  could  only  say  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  which 
would  deal  with  all  these  questions,  and  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  by  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
receive  attention. 

WASTE  LANDS  SALE  BILL. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  as  I  understand  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  House  that  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill  should  be  proceeded  with,  I  shaS 
make  an  explanation  in  order  to  correct  an  error 
into  which  the  House  seems  to  have  fallen.  Some 
honorable  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  this  Bill 
proposes  to  make  some  permanent  change  in  the 
policy  of  the  country  with  regard  to  waste  lands. 
I  shall  have  no  objection  to  make  provision  in 
the  Bill  that  the  Act  shall  only  lust  till  the  next 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  :  in  fact,  I  had 
intended  to  do  so.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House  that  part  of  the  policy  which  the 
Government  disclosed  in  their  Financial  State- 
ment was,  that  a  uniform  price  should  be  obtained 
for  waste  lands  throughout  the  colony ;  and,  that 
that  might  be  done,  a  classification  of  those  lands 
had  to  be  made.  Wo  believe  that  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  that  classifica- 
tion can  be  made,  and  thus  uniformity  in  price, 
varying  with  quality,  will  be  obtained.  We  do 
not  propose  that  this  Bill  should  remain  in  opera- 
tion for  more  than  six  or  seven  months,  within 
which  time  Parliament  will  meet,  again.  We 
may  expect  to  find  difilculties  in  merging  the 
Land  Fund  into  the  consolidated  revenue.  In 
fact,  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  insert  some 
provision  in  order  that  we  might  carry  out  the 
policy  we  have  indicated.  We  imagine  that  that 
can  be  done  in  an  extremely  simple  and  easy 
manner,  by  leaving  the  land  laws  throughout  the 
colony  very  nearly  in  the  stale  they  are  in  at  the 
present  moment,  and  providing  that,  where  the 
system  of  free  selection  exists,  the  land  may  be 
taken  up,  as  at  present,  at  £2  per  acre.  This  Bill 
will  give  facilities  for  immediate  settlement  on  the 
land,  inasmuch  as  there  are  small  blocks  of  land 
throughout  New  Zealand  that  it  will  be  worth 
the  while  of  persons  to  take  up  at  that  price  if 
they  desire  to  do  so.  In  order  to  make  provi- 
sion for  those  cases  in  which  such  circumstances 
could  not  arise,  we  determined  to  adopt  the  plan 
of  recommending  to  the  House  to  agree  to  a 
uniform  price  of  £1  per  acre  being  fixed  upon  all 
land  offered  for  sale  by  public  auction  through- 
out those  districts  of  New  Zealand  in  which  the 
auction  system  prevails.  By  adopting  that  plan 
we  shall  not  in  any  way  stop  settlement  through- 
out any  part  of  New  Zealand,  because  we  believe 
that,  during  the  next  seven  or  eight  months, 
those  who  desire  to  obtain  land  will  be  willing  to 
give  £1  per  acre  for  it  at  public  auction.  If  that 
Mr.  Stevens 


is  so,  they  will  be  able  to  select  small  blocks  of 
the  best  land.  There  are  portions  of  the  colony 
in  which  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  bad  land, 
and  all  those  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
land  in  those  portions  of  the  colony  will  know 
that  it  could  not  be,  for  many  years  to  come, 
worth  £1  per  acre  to  any  person  desirous  of  pur- 
chasing.  The  reason  of  that  is  evident,  because 
the  land  I  speak  of  will  not  yield  any  return  until 
a  large  amount  of  capital  and  a  great  amount  of 
labour  have  been  spent  upon  it ;  whereas,  in  the 
case  of  land  taken  up,  say,  in  the  Province  of 
Canterbury,  some  yield  is  immediately  returned 
to  the  purchaser — in  a  great  part  of  that  pro- 
vince, such  is  the  case :  an  immediate  return  may 
be  said  to  be  generally  obtained  by  sheep  or  cattle 
being  depastured  on  the  land.  In  a  large  portion 
of  the  Korth  Island  there  are  great  tracts  of  land 
which  are  really  worth  nothing  unless  capital  is 
expended  upon  its  improvement.  There  must  be 
money  spent  upon  the  land  for  several  years 
before  it  gives  any  return  whatever.  Under  this 
Bill,  the  knd  wUl  be  classified,  and  by  that  means 
a  uniform  price  will  really  prevail :  that  is,  a 
uniform  price  will  prevail  for  value  recciyed. 
That  classification  certainly  cannot  be  accom- 
plished for  several  months  to  come.  In  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland,  there  has  been  a  classification 
of  the  land  to  a  considerable  extent  in  some  of 
the  districts ;  but,  on  the  whole,  we  thought  it 
better  not  to  make  any  provision  peculiarly  appli- 
cable to  one  provincial  district,  but  to  permit  a 
certain  inconvenience  which  may  be  felt  by  the 
inhabitants  of  some  portion  of  New  Zealand  for  a 
short  period  of  seven  or  eight  months,  rather  than 
embarrass  a  question  which  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance and  of  very  large  significance  to  the 
whole  of  the  colony,  by  breaking  up  a  general  ar- 
rangement into  details  suitable  to  separate  parts 
of  New  Zealand.  I  cannot  but  believe  that  this 
Bill  will,  upon  the  whole,  commend  itself  to 
honorable  members.  It  provides,  in  a  very  simple 
and  effectual  manner,  for  a  very  great  diflSculty.  It 
provides  a  way  for  the  establishment  of  one  uni- 
form system  of  land  sales  throughout  the  entire 
Colony  of  New  Zealand.  The  various  land  laws 
which  have  been  in  existence  in  the  country  have 
proved  a  hindrance  to  the  voluntary  and  free  im- 
migration to  New  Zealand  from  other  countries. 
We  feel  that  one  common  system  of  land  laws  in 
this  country  will  do  more  to  promote  the  pros- 
perity and  settlement  of  the  colony  than  most 
honorable  gentlemen  are  aware  of.  I  think  every 
effort  made  in  that  direction  is  worthy  of  their 
assistance,  and  worthy  of  being  gratefully  re- 
ceired  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  as  an 
effort  made  to  promote  their  welfare.  I  feel 
certain,  after  having  given  great  consideration  to 
the  subject,  that  no  simpler  means  of  beginning 
a  system  of  that  kind  can  be  devised  than  the 
Bill  which  I  hold  in  my  hand.  It  is  simple  in 
its  provisions;  it  can  be  understood  by  all;  it  can 
be  brought  into  operation  without  any  difficulty. 
I  am  unable  to  devise  any  better  system  to  carry 
out  the  object  which  the  Government  have  in 
view,  and  which,  I  believe,  the  great  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  have  in  view,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment.   I   will  not  weary  the  House  with  any 
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longer  spcecli  in  explanation  of  the  subject,  but 
will  request  the  House  to  give  an  impartial  and 
fdTourable  consideration  to  the  measure.  I  more 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  not  surprised  that  this  Bill 
should  hare  receiyed  great  consideration.  It  is  a 
very  short  Bill  indeed,  but  to  my  mind,  instead 
of  being  a  simple  measure,  it  very  much  confuses. 
It  will  tend  to  confuse  one's  ideas  with  regard  to 
the  land  laws,  taking  it  in  connection  with  the 
Bill  which  has  been  passed  through  this  House, 
sboidd  that  Bill  become  law.  If  it  is  necessary 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  I  think  a  much 
simpler  plan  would  haye  been  to  insert  clause  4 
of  this  Bill  into  the  Bill  which  has  been  already 
passed  by  the  House,  and  which  could  haye  been 
done  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  In 
the  first  place,  this  Bill  proceeds  to  altogether  undo 
wlint  we  haye  been  doing  in  the  other  measure 
with  regard  to  the  designation  of  land;  and  in 
this  way  it  tends  to  confuse.  We  haye  done  away 
with  the  ti'le  of  "waste  lands"  in  the  Bill  which 
we  have  passed,  and  the  designation  eiven  is 
"Crown  lands;"  while  this  Bill  deals  with  them 
as  "  waste  lands."  If  persons  at  a  distance  are 
confused  with  our  existing  land  laws  it  certainly 
will  not  tend  to  remore  that  confusion  to  have 
two  Bills  applicable  to  the  same  subject  naming 
the  land  by  different  names.  The  whole  sub- 
stance of  this  measure  is  in  the  4th  section ;  it 
contains  the  whole  pith  and  marrow  of  the 
Bill.  The  evident  intention  is  that  all  lands  that 
are  open  for  sale  otherwise  than  by  auction  or 
deferred  payments  are  to  be  open  for  application 
at  the  price  of  40s.  per  acre ;  and  the  proviso  to 
the  4th  section  says  that  ''  this  section  shall  not 
upply  to  waste  lands  sold  or  disposed  of  on  de- 
ferred or  other  periodical  payments  or  by  agri- 
cultural  leases."  But  the  7th  section  says  it  shall 
apply  to  these  lands.     It  says, — 

"  No  waste  lands  of  any  kind  which  may  be 
sold  or  disposed  of  under  any  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  or  any  regulations  or  other  law  autho- 
rizing the  sale  and  disposition  of  such  land  upon 
deferred  payments,  or  in  any  other  manner  for 
vdiich  money  is  to  be  paid,  whether  by  vray  of 
rent  or  other  periodical  payment,  shall  be  so  sold 
or  disposed  of  at  a  less  upset  price  than  one 
pound  per  acre." 

The  difference  between  these  two  provisions 
only  tends  to  confuse.  We  know  that  there  are 
lands'  which  will  not  sell  even  at  20s.  an  acre.  In 
the  Province  of  Otaeo,  for  instance,  where  land 
is  now  open  for  application,  and  is  not  saleable 
at  20s.  an  acre,  it  will  by  this  Bill  be  immediately 
doubled  in  price — all  that  land  will  be  open  for 
application  at  40s.  an  acre.  There  is  a  very  large 
extent  of  land  there  which  is  open  for  sale  and 
which  cannot  be  sold  at  20s.  an  acre :  the  sales 
were  ^oing  on  very  slowly,  but  the  effect  of  this 
provision  will  be  to  put  a  stop  altogether  to  sales 
of  land.  Again,  this  Bill  is  not  by  any  means 
clear  on  this  point:  The  existing  law  provides 
that  where  two  persons  apply  for  the  same  land 
on  the  same  day  it  shall  be  submitted  to  public 
auction  at  the  upset  price  of  20s.  per  acre.  This 
Bill  provides  that  the  land  is  to  be  open  for 
application  at  40b.  per  acre;  and,  if  there  are  two 


applicants  for  the  same  land  on  the  same  day, 
notwithstanding  that  the  land  has  been  applied 
for  at  40s.  it  will  have  to  be  offered  at  auction 
at  208.  per  acre.  It  surely  cannot  be  intended 
that,  where  more  than  one  person  applies  for  the 
same  land,  it  shall  be  offered  at  an  upset  price  of 
20s.  an  acre. 

Mr.  SHARP.— Read  the  9th  section. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  underatand  the  meaning 
of  the  9th  section.  That  shows  the  great  study 
that  has  been  given  to  this  BiU.  The  9th  section 
says  this : — 

"Every  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
every  regulation  or  other  authority  which  may  be 
in  force  at  the  time  of  the  coming  into  operation 
of  this  Act,  is  hereby  repealed  in  so  far  as  the 
same  may  bo  inconsistent  with  the  proyisions  of 
this  Act." 

No  one  can  say  how  far  the  land  laws  are  in- 
consistent with  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  The 
law  at  present  provides  that,  when  land  is  open 
for  sale  and  two  applications  are  lodged  on  the 
same  day,  then  the  land  is  submitted  at  the  price 
at  which  it  is  open  for  application.  This  BiU 
goes  entirelv  against  that. 

Mr.  REES— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  REID.  — I  contend  that  it  does.  The 
mere  affirming  or  contradicting  what  I  say  will 
not  affect  the  argument.  The  interpretation  I 
put  on  the  Bill  is,  that  land  may  be  applied  for 
and  sold  at  not  less  than  40s.  an  acre,  but  if  put 
up  to  auction  it  may  be  sold  at  an  upset  price 
of  not  less  than  208.  per  acre.  If  that  is  not 
so,  then  the  real  meaning  ought  to  be  expressed. 
The  4th  clause  will  confuse  any  person  attempt- 
ing to  understand  our  land  laws.  It  should  be 
divided  into  clauses.  The  first  should  provide 
that  the  land  should  not  be  offered  at  less  than 
£2  an  acre,  and  that,  if  more  than  one  application 
were  received  on  the  same  day,  the  land  should 
be  put  up  to  public  auction  at  a  price  not  less 
than  that  at  which  it  was  open  for  sale.  That 
woidd  make  the  matter  intelligible.  The  next 
clause  should  provide  that  no  land  submitted 
to  public  auction  should  be  submitted  at  a  less 
price  than  208.  an  acre.  That  would  be  intel- 
ligible :  but  at  present  the  clause  is  unintelligible. 
Then,  I  say,  the  simple  and  intelligible  plan 
would  be  to  incorporate  the  4th  section  in  the 
Bill  which  we  have  passed,  and  which  is  now 
before  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
then  the  other  sections  of  this  Bill  would  be  un- 
necessary. The  2ud  section  is  unnecessary,  be- 
cause it  only  provides  for  the  time  at  which  the 
Act  shall  come  into  force.  The  interpretation 
clause  is  sufficiently  provided  for  in  the  Bill  wo 
have  already  passed.  The  4th  clause  undoubtedly 
deals  with  a  question  of  policy,  but  I  think  it 
might  very  well  be  incorporated  in  the  other 
BiD.  The  5th  section  is  already  provided  for 
in  the  BiU  we  have  passed,  the  only  difference 
being  that,  whereas  that  Bill  provides  that  the 
Lands  Board  only  shall  have  power  to  increase 
the  upset  piice  of  the  land,  this  Bill  enables 
either  the  Lands  Board  or  the  Gtjvernor  in  Coun- 
cil to  do  so.  The  provisions  in  the  6(h  clause  are 
already  passed  in  the  other  Bill,  and  I  do  not 
think  those  in  the  7th  clause  are  very  necessary. 
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It  Bceins,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  to  exempt  mineral 
lands  from  the  operation  of  the  Act,  and  I  rather 
tliink  they  are  exempted  in  the  Bill  we  have 
already  passed.  I  do  not  think  the  non-passuig 
of  this  section  would  allow  mineral  lands  to  be 
dealt  with  under  the  law  at  present  in  force, 
except  under  the  Mines  Bill  and  the  special 
schedules  inserted  in  the  Land  Bill  in  respect  to 
Nelson  and  Weatland.  Then,  with  regard  to  sec- 
tions 8  and  9,  if  the  4th  section  were  incorporated 
in  the  other  Bill  thej  would  be  unnecessary. 
They  are  merely  declaratory  that  contracts  shall 
be  completed,  and  in  that  respect,  if  required 
at  all,  I  do  not  think  the  8th  section  goes  far 
enough.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  effect  which 
the  increase  of  price  of  land  will  have  on  the 
part  of  the  couMtry  from  which  I  come.  Under 
the  Bill  which  we  hare  passed  ample  power  is 
given  to  the  Lands  Board  to  put  a  high  price 
on  land  which  is  considered  of  special  value. 
The  system  of  free  selection  is  not  in  force  all 
over  the  province,  and  the  upset  price  is  20s. 
per  acre  where  it  is  in  force;  but,  as  I  have 
already  said,  a  great  proportion  of  the  land  has 
remained  unsold.  A  great  portion  is  sold  on 
deferred  payments,  and  in  some  cases  is  put  up 
for  sale  by  auction.  If  we  are  going  to  raise  the 
price  of  the  whole  of  the  land  in  that  part  of  the 
country  to  408.  per  acre,  we  shall,  in  the  first 
place,  stop  the  sales  to  a  large  extent,  and,  in  the 
second  puu;e,  impose  a  ver^  high  price  on  the 
deferred-payment  land,  for  it  would  at  once  rise 
in  price  to  £3  per  acre.  (No.)  I  do  not  see 
anvthing  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  it.  If  the  honor- 
able member  who  says  **  No  "  will  point  out  the 
provision,  I  shall  be  very  glad,  because  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  anything  that  is  incorrect.  The 
existing  law  provides  that  all  lands  open  for 
sale  on  deferred  payments  are  to  be  sold  at  the 
ordinary  selling  price,  with  half  added  ;  and 
therefore  the  effect  of  this  Bill  will  be  to  raise 
the  price  of  all  that  land  to  £3  per  acre.  If 
that  were  the  only  evil  it  might  not  be  so  great 
a  hardship  ;  but  1  think  the  effect  of  this  Bill 
will  be  to  diminish  the  land  revenue  consider- 
ably, and  to  interfere  verv  materially  with  that 
class  of  settlement  for  which  we  hare  this  ses- 
sion been  professedly  acquiring  land.  In  our 
part  of  the  country  20s.  per  acre  for  the  bulk 
of  the  land  is  a  fair  price.  I  shall  therefore 
oppose  this  proposal  to  increase  the  price  of 
the  land,  for  no  good  can  result  from  it.  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  far  better  to  hare  the  appen- 
dices which  we  have  passed  in  the  Lands  Bill, 
after  considerable  thought  and  discussion  and  at 
the  earnest  request  of  the  people  of  the  different 
districts.  In  most  cases  people  believe  that  the 
price  we  have  already  fixed  is  the  highest  price  at 
which  land  can  be  profitably  tuken  up.  If  the 
land  were  likely  to  be  taken  up  by  speculators 
I  would  willingly  fix  any  price  that  would  pre- 
vent such  a  thing ;  but  under  the  Bill  we  have 
passed  we  have  given  ample  power  not  only 
to  the  Lands  Boards  to  increase  the  price  of 
land,  but  to  the  Qt)vernor  in  Council  to  set  aside 
special  land  which  shall  not  be  disposed  of  at 
the  ordinary  price.  That  being  po,  I  do  not  wish 
to  see  this  Bill  applied  to  Olago,  because  it  is 
Mr.  Held 


an  arbitrary  step  towards  doubling  the  price  of 
the  land  without  any  adequate  result  but  to  stop 
sales  and  to  bring  the  finances  of  the  country  into 
a  state  of  confusion,  because  the  land  revenue 
accruing  in  many  of  the  provincial  districts 
cannot  meet  all  the  charges  on  it  under  the 
law  in  force.  In  past  years  nearly  every  pro- 
vincial district  has  been  short  of  funds  from 
land  revenue  to  meet  its  fixed  permanent  en- 
gagements; and  if  we  are  to  double  the  price 
— and  in  many  cases  it  would  be  increasing  it 
four  times,  for  in  many  places  the  land  is  sold 
at  10s.  per  acre  on  free  selection  —  if,  I  say, 
we  are  going  to  double  the  price  of  land,  we 
shall  absolutely  stop  the  sales,  and  the  effect 
will  be  very  considerable  upon  the  financial 
arrangements  of  the  country.  If,  however,  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  carry  on  under 
this  arrangement  with  borrowed  money — if,  for 
instance,  the  charges  for  interest  on  the  pro- 
vincial distiicts  are  to  be  placed  on  the  consoli* 
dated  revenue  or  met  out  of  loan — that  would, 
of  course,  remove  the  objection  in  that  direction 
for  the  present,  but  it  will,  I  think,  do  a  great 
deal  of  damage  to  the  country  with  the  outside 
creditors.  We  have  founded  our  expenditure  on 
the  estimatei  of  the  land  revenue  for  the  year, 
and  if  we  fix  this  high  price  we  shall  certainly 
reduce  the  actual  receipts  and  throw  our  financial 
arrangements  into  confusion.  I  think  we  should 
take  more  time  to  consider  this  matter,  and  I 
therefore  move,  That  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— The  best  proof  we  could 
have  that  this  Bill  meets  the  necessities  of  the 
case  is  the  very  moderate  speech  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Taieri.  This  is  a  subject  which 
is  open  to  a  large  amount  of  criticism,  and  there 
is  perhaps  no  other  honorable  member  of  the 
House  who  could  criticize  it  more  largely  or 
more  keenly  than  the  honorable  gentleman,  who 
may  be  regarded  in  many  rei^pccts  as  being  the 
greatest  expert  in  the  J^use  on  the  land  ques- 
tion. Altogether  apart  from  and  irrespective  of 
the  proposed  coloniaUzation  of  the  Land  Fimd, 
it  has  to  my  mind  been  long  apparent  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  have  one  uni- 
form land  law  for  the  colony.  That  is  not,  with 
me,  an  opinion  of  a  day  or  got  up  for  the  occa- 
sion ;  I  have  expressed  it  in  this  House  years  be- 
fore the  circumstances  which  have  given  rise  to 
this  measure  arose.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me 
exceedingly  absurd  that  we  should  have  in  New 
Zealand  ten  different  sets  of  land  regulations  each 
one  differing  from  the  others.  One  of  the  most 
difficult  problems  that  a  stranger  could  be  called 
upon  to  solve  would  be  to  find  out  the  conditions 
on  which  land  qan  be  acquired  in  New  Zealand 
for  settlement.  That  has  often  struck  me,  and 
I  quite  agree  with  my  honorable  colleague  the 
Premier  as  to  the  injurious  effect  it  has  had  on 
the  settlement  of  the  country  and  on  the  number 
of  immigrants  that  have  been  induced  to  come 
here.  And  if  a  uniform  land  law  was  necessary 
at  the  time  when  the  land  revenue  was  provincial 
I  think  it  is  infinitely  more  necessary  now — in 
fact,  it  is  absolutely  essential — when  the  land 
revenue  has  become  de  facto  colonial  revenue. 
That  is  a  self-evident  proposition,  and  I  think  it 
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is  yery  nnfair  and  unreasonable  that  the  dblony  I 
should  dispose  of  an  article,  in  Hawke's  Bay,  i 
for  example,  for  5s.,  and  charge  £5  for  an 
exactly  similar  article  in  Wellington  because 
it  is  across  a  riyer.  That  has  appeared  to 
me  the  essence  of  absurdity.  I  thins  nothing 
could  have  been  more  injurious  to  the  welfare 
of  the  country  for  years  past  than  the  absence 
of  a  measure  in  the  direction,  at  all  eyents, 
of  that  to  which  we  now  a^k  the  House  to 
assent.  I  am  satisfied  it  has  been  at  the  root  of 
a  great  deal  of  the  political  mess  into  v^hich  the 
country  has  now  got.  I  attribute  much  of  that  to 
the  diyersity  of  land  legislation — to  these  ten  dif- 
ferent systems.  I  may  say,  further,  as  a  Southern 
member,  that  nothing  would  tend  more  to  re- 
concile me  to  the  spoliation  which  Abolition  has 
brought  about  than  this  proposal  to  have  one 
uniform  price  for  land  throughout  the  colony.  I 
think  this  measure  will  to  a  great  extent  mitigate 
the  evils  that  haye  been  brought  upon  us  in  the 
South  by  this  Abolition  policy.  It. is,  to  some 
extent,  a  mere  question  of  time.  If  we  have 
a  uniform  price  for  land  throughout  the  colony 
this  colonialization  of  the  Land  Fund  will  ulti- 
mately become  as  broad  as  it  is  long.  I  do  not 
believe  tliat  settlement  will  be  at  all  prejudiced 
by  passing  this  measure.  It  is  but  temporary, 
and  can  only  be  in  force  for  a  yery  few  months, 
and  in  the  meantime  I  do  not  think  that  any 
man  who  requires  land  for  bond  fide  settlement 
will  be  deterred  from  purchasing  if  he  has  to 
pay  £1  an  acre  for  it — a  few  shillings  an  acre 
here  or  there  will  not  stand  in  his  way.  I  haye 
been  told  by  some  frieuds  of  mine  from  Otago 
who  haye  been  in  the  North  lately  that  th^ 
have  purchased  17,000  acres  at  £2  an  acre  whicm 
was  originally  purchased  from  the  Cbyemment 
at  58.  an  acre.  I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to 
adopt  this  proposal.  The  Bill  could  not  possibly 
bo  more  simple  than  it  is,  and  I  belieye  it  will  be 
found  that  the  pubUc  estate  will  be  yery  much 
conseryed  under  it.  I  see  no  necessity  for  post- 
poning the  discussion  till  next  week.  The  mea- 
sure is  intelligible  and  comprehensible,  and  should 
not  require  much  discussion. 

Mr.  TRAYERS.— I  cannot  quite  agree  with 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
with  regard  to  the  intelligibility  of  this  measure. 
I  have  read  it  with  an  anxious  desire  to  ascertain 
its  meaning,  and  I  must  s.xj  I  fail  altogether  to 
appreciate  it.  Divesting  section  4  of  such  lan- 
guage as  is  unnecessary  for  its  structure,  such  as, 
*'  until  further  provision  is  made  for  the  classifi- 
cation of  waste  lands  by  the  General  Assembly" — 
unless  these  words  are  to  give  a  hint  to  the  public 
with  regard  to  the  matter — the  section  seems  to 
mo  to  mean  that  all  waste  land  shall  be  sold  at 
£2  an  acre  if  there  be  free  selection,  and  at  £L 
an  acre  if  sold  by  auction.  That,  I  apprehend, 
is  the  meaning  of  the  clause.  That  is  to  say, 
that  the  laws  in  force  are  the  laws  which  are  still 
to  regulate  the  sale  of  waste  lands,  except  as  to 
price.  But  then  the  section  goes  on  by  a  proviso 
to  say  that  "  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  waste 
lands  sold  or  disposed  of  on  deferred  payments." 
The  laws  relating  to  lands  not  sold  on  deferred 
payments  are  to  remain  in  force,  but  this  sec- 
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tion  is  not  to  apply  in  the  case  of  lands  to  be 
f'old  on  deferred  payments.  The  7th  section 
then  says, — 

"  No  waste  lands  of  any  kind  which  may  be 
sold  or  disposed  of  under  any  Act  of  the  G-eneral 
Assembly,  or  any  regulations  or  other  law  au- 
thorizing the  sale  and  disposition  of  such  land 
upon  deferred  payments,  or  in  any  other  manner 
for  which  money  is  to  be  paid,  whether  by  way  of 
rent  or  other  periodical  paymen£,  shall  be  so  sold 
or  disposed  of  at  a  less  upset  price  than  one 
pound  per  acre." 

If  the  laws  themselyes  are  declared  not  to  be 
in  force  I  do  not  understand  what  the  meaning 
of  this  is.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  great  in- 
consistency. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.  — WeU,  I  wUl  put  it  thus: 
After  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Act  all 
vraste  lands  are  to  be  sold  in  accordance  with  the 
law  in  force  in  the  several  land  districts  where 
such  lands  are  situated.  That  is  the  positive 
statement— that  for  the  future  the  existing  laws 
are  to  regulate  the  sale  of  waste  land ;  but  then  it 
is  provided  by  a  proviso  that  that  shall  not  t^plj 
lo  the  land  sold  on  deferred  payments.  Tnen, 
what  is  the  law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  land  on 
deferred  payments  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  present  law. 

Mr.  TRAVERS.— The  present  law  regulaftat 
the  sale  of  waste  lands,  and  the  Bill  sayi  that 
they  are  to  be  sold  in  aooordauoe  with  the  law  in 
force ;  but  lands  sold  on  deferred  payments  are 
expressly  exempted  from  the  operation  of  tho 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  TRAYERS.— Then  I  faU  to  understand 
under  what  law  they  are.  We  must  read  it  thus  i 
"From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  all 
waste  lands,  except  lands  which  are  to  be  disposed 
of  on  deferred  payments,  are  to  be  sold  under  the 
law  now  in  force."  Then  I  do  not  understand 
under  what  law  the  deferred-payment  lands  are 
to  be  sold.  The  thing  is  absolutely  unintelligible. 
Nor  does  the  7th  section  help  us  in  the  slightest 
degree,  because  it  says  that  no  waste  lands  which 
may  be  disposed  of  under  any  Act  or  regulations 
authorizing  the  sale  of  such  land  upon  deferred 
payments  shall  be  sold  at  a  less  price  than  £1  an 
acre.  However,  if  the  honorable  gentlemen  are 
satiofiod  with  their  Bill,  I  must  be  satisfied  ;  but 
I  submit  that  those  who  read  the  Bill  by  the  light 
of  Lindley  Murray  must  come  to  the  condu* 
sion  that  there  are  glaring  inoonsistenoies  in  it. 
Moreoyer,  there  is  this  ft^ther  inconsistency  in 
the  9th  clause,  which  says  that  "  every  Act  of  tho 
General  Assembly,  and  every  regulation  or  other 
authority  wliich  may  be  in  force  at  the  time  of 
the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Act,  is  hereby 
repealed."  They  are  repealed  ahready  by  the  4th 
section,  which  applies  exclusively  to  the  question 
of  price.  There  was  no  necessity  for  the  9fch 
seetion,  inasmuch  as  all  the  laws  are  to  be  re- 
tained except  those  which  relate  to  price.  But 
Sir,  this  Bill,  while  it  has  a  very  innocent  appear* 
ance  taken  in  connection  with  the  speech  oi  the 
Premier,  is  in  reality  a  much  more  serious  mea* 
sure  than  at  first  sight  it  wocdd  appear  to  be.    It 
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foreshadows  a  Terr  important  alteration  of  the 
law,  and  one  which  maj  affect  existing  interests 
t>  tlie  extent  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds. 
We  have  been  told  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
GoTemment  to  introduce  a  Bill  next  session  to 
proTide  for  the  sale  of  all  waste  lands  by  auction 
at  a  uniform  upset  price  of  £1  an  acre. 

Mr.  REBS.— No. 

Mr.  TBAYERS.— I  distinctW  understood  that 
the  upset  price  of  rural  lana  throughout  the 
oolonT  was  to  be  £1  an  acre. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— You  are  wrong. 

Mr.  TRAYEBS.— I  distinctly  understood  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Ck>Temment,  as  an- 
nounced by  the  Premier,  to  make  prorision  for 
the  sale  of  what  are  ordinarily  called  rural  lands 
at  a  uniform  upset  price  of  £1  an  acre,  and  I 
was  struck  more  especially  with  that  proposal 
when  1  thoujght  of  the  large  purchases  which  hare 
been  made  in  Canterbury  during  the  last  seven 
or  eight  months.  People  there  lm?a  been  buyinc 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  at  £2  an  acre,  and 
if  the  upset  jpnoe  be  lowered  to  £1  an  acre  the 
immediate  effect  will  be  to  diminish  the  value  of 
those  properties  to  the  extent  of  the  difflsrenoe 
between  £2  and  £1  per  acre.  I  know  a  great 
many  honorable  gentlemen  are  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  auction  system,  as  regards  Crown 
lands,  is  one  which  enables  the  best  price  to  be 
obtained ;  but  I  think  the  experience  of  the  pro- 
vinces in  which  that  system  has  been  carried  out 
must  satisfy  us  that  it  has  failed  entirely.  Ex- 
cept in  some  peculiar  instances,  scarcely  anything 
is  ever  obtained  at  auction  beyond  the  actoM 
upset  price.  Honorable  members  may  say,  "  Oh, 
oh,"  but  if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
the  records  of  the  land  sales  in  the  Provincial 
districts  of  Wellington  and  Nelson  thev  will  find 
tliat,  excepting  in  few  instances,  land  sold  at 
auction  by  the  Crown  does  not  realise  one  single 
farthing  beyond  the  actual  upset  price.  There 
are  at  this  moment  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Wellington  thousands  of  acres  of  land  open  for 
selection  which  have  been  put  up  to  auction  and 
have  been  withdrawn  at  the  upset  price  of  7s.  6d. 
an  acre,  and  have  never  yet  found  a  purchaser. 
It  is  open  to  any  one  to  go  down  to  the  Land 
Oi&oe  now  and  take  it  up.  The  whole  syitem  of 
auction  has  proved  entiraly  fallacions  as  a  means 
of  acquiring  revenue,  and  it  is  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  settler.  In  the  first  place, 
survey  is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  auction,  and 
people  are  obliged  to  purchase  that  which  is  laid 
out  instead  of  that  which  they  require.  The 
land  is  out  up  into  small  sections,  and  the  man 
who  wishes  to  acquire  6,000  acres  in  a  block  is 
opposed  to  the  competition  of  persons  who,  hav- 
ing no  desire  to  purchase  themselves,  make  use  of 
the  opportunity  to  extort  money,  lliere  are  Acts 
on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  colony  to  prevent  that 
class  of  extortion.  I  know  an  owner  of  property 
down  South  who  had  to  pay  from  £2,000  to 
£8,000  to  persons  in  order  to  buy  off  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  purchase  of  that  property.  There  is 
another  glaring  instance  in  which  a  gentleman 
had  to  pay  £7,000  or  £8,000  in  order  to  buy 
off  opposition  to  his  acquisition  of  some  lana 
which  had  been  put  up  to  auction.  What  profit 
Xr.  Trovers 


was  there  to  the  State  there?  The  land  sfl 
passed  into  the  hands  of  that  gentleman  at  the 
upset  price.  It  is  a  common  thing  to  mska 
things  "  square  '*  by  buying  off  opposition  in  this 
wav.  That  may  suit  a  man  with  plenty  of  capital 
at  bis  command ;  but  what  is  the  positicm  of  the 
small  settler,  the  man  who  desires  to  purchase  50 
or  100  acres,  and  goes  out  searching  amongst  the 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown  in  order  to  obtain  a 
suitable  piece  of  land  P  It  is  well  known  that  in 
Sydney,  where  the  auction  system  is  in  force,  the 
last  farthing  has  been  extracted  from  men  in 
order  to  buy  off  opposition.  After  hunting  for 
months  to  find  a  suitable  piece  of  land  thc^  have 
found  themselves  opposed  oy  persons  who  nad  no 
desire  to  become  tne  occupants  of  it>  but  who 
bouffht  it  with  the  object  of  afterwards  selling  it 
to  the  less  wealthy  small  man  at  an  advance  on 
credit.  There  is  nothing  more  utteriy  calculated 
to  injure  the  interests  of  settlement  than  the  aae- 
tion  system.  That  has  been  well  recognized  in 
every  district  in  which  it  has  been  in  operatioo. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN.— No. 

Mr.  TRAYERS.— The  honorable  gentleman 
speaks  of  the  matter  by  the  li^ht  of  the  narrow 
knowledge  which  he  possesses  m  regard  to  Otago. 
Let  him  go  into  the  Amuri  District  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Nelson,  in  which  the  whole  of  the  Is^ 
was  sold  by  auction,  and  let  him  tell  me  what  Uie 
result  has  been  there.  Let  him  tell  me  what  bss 
been  the  result  of  the  contest  there  between  the 
man  of  capital  and  the  settler.  No  settler  can 
get  into  tnat  district.  It  is  not  open  to  the 
settler.  It  is  open  onlv  to  the  sheep-^rmer,  who 
will  hold  possession  of  the  whole  of  that  district 
until  population  becomes  sufficiently  large  to 
satisfy  nim  that  it  will  be  of  advantaoe  to  dupose 
of  his  estate.  Let  him  go  through  this  provinee. 
Will  he  tell  me  that  in  these  provinces  the  sys- 
tem of  sale  by  auction  has  been  advantageous  (o 
settlement  P  Not  at  all.  Settlement  is  sdways 
opposed  to  competition  by  capitalists.  I  have 
seen  men  with  capital  at  their  back  competiog 
for  every  section  at  the  aaotion  sales  in  Welling- 
ton ;  and  what  is  the  consequence  P  The  hi^bssl 
possible  price  has  been  afterwards  extraoiad  from 
the  pocket  of  the  bond  fide  settler,  because  ha 
has  nad  to  compete  with  cs^tatists,  and  the 
waste  land  sales  have  been  swelled  at  the  ex- 

Cmse  of  the  men  who  wished  to  settle  on  the 
nd.  The  money  which  ought  to  have  besa 
devoted  to  the  improvement  of  the  land,  and  to 
stocking  it,  has  passed,  through  competition,  into 
the  hands  of  the  €K>vemment,  and  that  simply 
because  men  of  large  capital  were  able  to  force  tlie 
intending  settler  to  purchase  it  at  a  price  whiek 
he  has  never  contemplated.  In  other  oaaes,  the 
whole  thing  is  arranged :  two  men  point  out  to 
each  other  the  sections  they  wish  to  buy,  and  ar- 
range that  they  will  not  bid  against  emch  other. 
There  the  State  loses.  Those  who  have  watched 
the  operation  of  the  system  must  be  satisfied  that 
sale  by  auction  is  nothing  more  than  a  delosioa 
and  a  snare — a  delusion  as  regurds  the  creation  of 
revenue,  and  a  trap  as  regards  the  intending  pu^ 
chaser.  It  is  mischievous  in  eveiy  sense  of  the 
word.  Now,  Sir,  what  has  been  the  result  of  the 
land  sales  in  Canterbuiy  P    I  say  that  in  no  pto* 
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▼inoe  in  the  oolonj  hts  Bettlement  estabHahed 
itself  OB  a  safer  or  better  basis,  or  with  greater 
adTantage  to  the  countiy,  than  in  the  Pro?inoe  of 
Canterbury.  In  Canterbury  a  man  selects  the 
quantity  of  land  he  -wants  and  pays  for  it,  and 
tekes  possession  immediately  afterwards.  That 
is  a  system  which  a  wiser  man  than  myself,  the 
late  Mr.  Gibbon  Wakefield,  adyocaled  strongly  as 
beinc  the  only  legitimate  mtem  of  dealing  with 
the  land  of  1^  colony.  Those  who  stuc^  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Wakefield  on  the  subject,  and 
the  instances  giren  by  him  of  the  effect  of  sell- 
ing land  by  auction,  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  is  no  more  satisfoctory  mode  of  deal- 
ing with  the  land  than  that  of  giTing  power  to 
the  intending  settler  to  sdect  his  land  where  he 
Hkes,  pay  his  money,  and  go  away  with  his  title 
in  his  pocket.  That  is  the  system  under  which 
the  Pro?ince  of  Canterbury  has  progressed  as 
it  has  done.  I  will  say  here  that  if  Otago  had 
not  possessed  rich  gold  fields  it  would  at  this 
moment  haye  been  comparatively  a  desert.  If 
it  had  not  possessed  those  gold  fields  the  sys- 
tem of  selling  the  land  by  auction  which  pre- 
vails there  would  befiyre  this  haye  placed  it  in 
the  same  position  as  this  proyinoe  was  at  one 
time,  and  as  Nelson  is  at  this  time.  The  land 
would  all  haye  been  in  the  hands  of  runholders, 
precisely  as  the  lands  of  Marlborough  and  Nel- 
son are  now.  Therefore  Otago  may  attribute  its 
prosperity  to  the  fact  that  it  possesses  gold  fields 
and  other  mineral  resources,  and  not  to  its  land 
laws.  This  system  of  land  laws  has  been  used  sim- 
ply because  the  area  of  land  available  for  cultiya- 
tion  is  oomparatiyely  small,  an  enormous  extent 
of  land  in  the  prorince  being  unfit  for  cnltiyation. 
But  Canterbury,  with  its  one  interest — its  agri- 
ocdtnral  and  pastoral  interest — has  managed  to 
raise  itself  to  a  height  of  prosperity  which  is 
iinexampled  amongst  the  prorinoes  of  New  Zea- 
land. I  attribute  the  progress  of  that  proyince 
to  the  excellence  of  its  land  laws.  In  tnat  pro- 
vince a  man  is  not  put  to  the  trouble  of  making 
his  selection  and  then  baring  to  run  the  risk  of 
hayine  his  land  taken  away  from  him  by  persons 
who  haye  large  sums  of  money  at  their  com- 
mand. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— This  Bill  proposes  to  alter 
that  state  of  things. 

Mr.  TBAYERS.— It  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  this  Bill  proposes  to  alter  it,  except  for  a 
short  time.  The  Premier,  in  introducing  the 
Bill,  stated  distinctly  that  it  was  only  intended 
to  be  a  temporary  measure,  pending  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  uniform  system  of  dealing  with 
the  lands  throughout  the  colony.  As  regards 
this  Bill,  I  look  upon  it  as  being  absolutely  un- 
mecessaiy  except  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
price  of  land.  I  think  that,  if  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Gk>yemment  to  adopt  the  Land 
Bill  which  has  been  passed  through  this  House, 
it  will  be  better  to  leaye  matters  as  they  are  at 
present  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 
If  they  do  otherwise  they  will  simply  be  dis- 
turbing the  present  system  of  dealing  with  the 
waste  lands  for  a  limited  period,  and  intro- 
ducing additional  confusion  into  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  adnu&iitratum  of  WMte  lands,  which 


are  already  sufficiently  confused.  Many  years 
ago  I  moved  for  a  return  showing  the  land 
laws  in  existence  in  this  colony,  and  that  return 
was  placed  on  the  table  of  this  House.  It  oer« 
lainly  showed  the  marvellous  complexity  and 
absurdity  of  our  land  laws.  If  we  are  to  have 
uniform  land  laws,  let  us  have  the  best  system 
of  uniformity  we  can  get ;  let  us  have  a  system 
which  will  allow  the  waste  lands  of  the  colony  to 
be  taken  up  for  the  purposes  of  settlement  in  the 
wisest  manner :  but  do  not  let  us  adopt  a  system 
which  all  writers  on  the  subject  and  all  expe- 
rience have  shown  to  be  a  delusion  and  a  snare 
— a  delusion  as  it  affects  the  revenue,  and  a  snare 
as  it  affects  the  intending  settler  in  making  his 
selection.  If  we  consulted  the  aclual  purchasers 
all  over  the  colony  we  should  find  that  they  one 
and  all  condemn  the  system  of  selling  land  by 
auction.  It  is  nothing  but  the  ordinary  desire  on 
the  part  of  a  Gkxvemment  to  derive  the  larsest 
possible  amount  of  revenue  from  every  source  they 
may  have  at  their  command  which  would  induce 
them  to  adopt  anything  so  repugnant  to  political 
economy  as  the  system  of  selling  land  by  auction. 
I  trust  that  this  Bill  will  not  pass  into  law,  for 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  entirely  unnecessary ;  and, 
as  regards  the  drafting  of  it,  I  may  say  that  it 
is  about  as  confused  a  measure  as  it  is  possible 
to  read. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Sir,  the^  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  seems  to  have  talked  on 
all  sides.  He  wound  up  by  strongly  urginc 
Uie  necessity  for  having  one  uniform  system  <n 
dealing  with  our  waste  lands,  while  all  through 
his  speech  he  was  talking  about  the  ill  effects  of 
having  a  uniform  system.  He  said  that  land  sold 
at  auction  does  not  realize  more  than  the  actual 
upset  price,  imd  less  than  five  minutes  afterwards 
he  told  us  that  the  poor  man  was  compelled  to 
pay  too  much  for  his  land,  owing  to  the  competi* 
tion  he  had  to  contend  against.  Then  he  said 
that  some  members  looked  at  the  matter  from  a 
narrow  Otago  point  of  view,  and  he  himself  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  it  from  a  broad  Amuri  point  of 
view.  Why,  Sir,  if  we  take  Amuri  and  Welling- 
ton together  they  are  not  equal  to  Otago.  Tho 
honorable  gentleman  has  said  that  the  system  of 
free  selection  is  in  existence  in  Canterbury,  and 
that  it  is  in  consequence  of  that  the  province  has 
progressed  so  rapidly.  But  the  honorable  gentle- 
man shows  that  he  knows  very  little  about  the 
Otago  land  laws.  He  does  not  know  that  the 
same  system  has  been  in  existence  in  part  of  Otago 
for  some  years  past.  The  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri  has  strongly  urged  the  Gh>vemment 
to  pass  the  Land  BiS  in  its  present  shape,  and 
asked  them,  if  they  wished  to  make  provisions  to 
meet  their  financiu  arrangements  as  sketched  out 
in  the  Financial  Statement,  to  bring  down  a  sepa- 
rate Bill  for  the  puipose.  But  now,  when  the 
Gh>vemment  have  adopted  hb  suggestion,  he 
objects  to  their  action. 

Mr.  BEID.— I  may  explain  that  what  I  did 
say  was,  that  it  would  take  many  months  to  classify 
tbie  land,  and  that  after  that  was  done  the  Go- 
vernment should  bring  down  their  Bill. 

Mr.  STOUT.-— At  any  rate,  the  honorable 
gratleman  wished  to  have  two  separate  Bills.    I 
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Mj  that  if  the  Qtyrermnent  had  come  down  jeeter- 
daj  and  asked  that  the  Land  Bill  should  he  recom- 
mitted in  order  that  they  might  embodj  in  it  the 
proposals  thej  now  make,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  have  opposed  them  most  strongly. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
this  BiU. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Yes,  and  independentlj  of  the 
principle  altogether.  The  honorable  gentleman 
says  to  himself  "  The  Land  Fund  will  not  be  made 
ooionia]  re?enue  if  this  Bill  is  not  passed,  and  if 
it  is  rejected  the  Land  Fund  will  be  sared."  Before 
ooniidering  the  prorisions  of  the  Bill  itself  I  shall 
make  one  remark  with  reference  to  what  fell  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Trarers)  respecting  the  sold  fields  of  Otago.  I 
•ay  that  before  the  diggings  were  opened  Otago 
received  a  greater  number  of  immigrants  every 
year  than  Canterbury  did,  and  moreover  it  had 
about  £36,000  in  its  pro?inoial  chest,  while  within 
ft  very  short  time  after  the  gold  fields  were 
opened  it  was  half  a  million  in  debt.  I  do  not 
think,  therefore,  that  Otago  owes  too  much  to 
its  diggings.  Now  I  will  deal  with  the  Bill 
itself.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  has  considered  the  Bill 
properly.  It  is  merely  a  measure  to  regulate 
the  price  of  land.  Section  4>  which  fixes  the 
price  of  waste  lands,  is  not  to  refer  to  lands  sold 
on  deferred  payments.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man asks,  '*  It  this  section  does  not  refer  to  lands 
sold  on  deferred  payment,  what  does  refer  to 
them  ?  "  Why,  surely  the  existing  law  does.  I 
know  that  the  honorable  gentleman  exhibits  a 
considerable  amount  of  acuteness  and  sagacity  in 
interpreting  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  I  cannot 
see  why  he  should  not  understand  this.  Suppose 
the  GoTemment  had  put  these  words  in  the  Bill : 
"Provided  always  that  nothing  in  this  section 
■hall  refer  to  waste  lands  in  the  Province  of  Wel- 
lington." If  those  words  had  been  put  in  the 
BiU,  would  there  be  no  waste  lands  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Wellington  for  sale,  and  would  that 
province  possess  no  land  regidations?  I  hope 
the  honorable  gentleman  will  admit  that  he  has 
m^de  a  mistake  in  that  respect.  Now,  the  reason 
for  exempting  deferred-payment  land  is  simply 
this :  that  the  method  of  selection  provided  for 
in  the  Act  is  quite  different.  Section  4  deals 
with  two  classes  of.  land.  It  deals  with  the 
fystem  of  free  selection,  and  says  that  all  free 
selection  shall  be  at  £2  per  acre.  That  was  the 
system  in  Canterbury ;  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Travers),  who  opposes 
this  Bill,  says  that  it  is  the  onlv  system  which 
political  economists  recognize.  Because  this  Bill 
contains  that  system  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  vote  against  it.  Then  as  to  the  system  of 
selling  the  land  by  public  auction  at  £1  an  acre. 
I  understand  now  that  land  is  some  special 
property — that  it  is  different  from  other  kinds  of 
property.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  view  put  forth. 
That  is  what  I  have  been  ringing  the  changes  on 
for  years.  It  requires  different  laws  both  as  to 
holding  and  disposal.  The  honorable  member 
oomes  OTcr  to  my  views  and  says  land  is  different 
firom  other  property.  It  ran  be  differently  dealt 
with  under  different  regulations  for  its  holding 
Mr.  Sfoui 


and  disposal.  I  agree  with  him.  If  there  is  to 
be  free  trade  in  land — and  all  our  Land  Bills 
admit  that — then  you  cannot  object  to  the  auc- 
tion i^stem.  The  auction  system  is  this :  that  the 
land  IS  worth  what  it  is  supposed  to  fetch.  If  we 
are  to  have  restrictions,  and  if  land  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  ordinary  property,  we  shall  have  to 
alter  the  whole  of  the  land  laws,  and  introduce 
a  new  system  of  dealing  with  land.  There  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  nonsense  talked  about  the 
auction  system.  If  the  land  is  good,  it  can,  1 
believe,  be  selected  at  £2  per  acre  in  Southland, 
Canterbury,  Otago,  or  anywhere  else ;  if  it  is  not 
good  land,  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  will  put  it 
up  in  blocks  for  sale,  when  it  will  fetch  what  it  is 
worth,  and  eretj  one  in  the  communitj  will  have 
a  right  to  bid  for  it.  People  will  be  enabled  to 
purchase  if  thej  choose.  All  the  land  suitable 
for  settlement  m  Otago  is  put  up  under  the 
auction  system.  It  is  put  up  as  what  is  called 
"  special  value  **  land.  The  land  sold  on  de« 
feired  payment  is  sold  as  small  holdings.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  always  advo- 
cated that  these  lands  should  be  sold  hj  public 
auction.  I  really  oannot  see  what  objection 
there  can  be  to  the  auction  system.  It  seems 
to  me  that  those  who  are  opposing  this  Bill 
are  doing  so  simply  to  get  rid  of  the  acheme 
for  making  the  Limd  Fund  colonic  property. 
The  argument  that  was  continually  urged  was 
this :  that  you  cannot  colonialize  the  Land  Fund, 
because  you  do  not  make  the  people  in  Auck- 
land, Napier,  and  Wellington  pay  the  same  prioe 
for  the  land.  We  had  elaborate  tables  and  sta- 
tistics got  up  to  show  how  unfair  it  would  be. 
And  those  honorable  gentlemen  now  oppose  the 
Waste  Lands  Sale  BUI.  "  It  wUl  not  do,"  say 
they,  "  to  make  a  stand  against  the  proposal  for 
making  the  Land  Fund  colonial  rerenue,  and 
we  will  take  our  objection  on  a  side-issue ;  we 
will  take  it  on  the  issue  of  raising  the  price 
of  land."  Now,  the  only  persons  who  hare 
no  right  to  object  to  this  Bill  are  the  Canterbury 
people,  because  the  Canterbury  land  law  is  left  in* 
tact.  There  is  no  alteration  made  with  regard  to 
Canterbury.  They  are  supposed  to  have  the  best 
land  system  in  New  Zealand,  and  their  system  is 
left  intact.  The  Southland  system  is  also  practi- 
cally left  intact.  In  Wellington,  Napier,  and 
Taranaki  no  difference  is  made.  Marlborough, 
Nelson,  and  Auckland  are  the  only  three  provinml 
districts  really  affected  by  this  Bill.  If  the  land 
is  worth  anything  at  all,  people  can  afford  to 
give  £1  an  acre  for  it ;  otherwise,  let  the  people 
settle  on  the  rich  land  first,  and  let  the  poor  land 
be  settled  afterwards.  If  they  want  good  land 
they  can  soon  find  it  out.  I  believe  that  if  the 
land  in  the  Thames  were  opened  up  there  is 
not  an  acre  that  would  not  sell  for  £1  im  acre 
to-morrow.  All  the  laud  in  the  Piako  District 
and  neighbourhood  would  sell  for  more  than  that 
price.  How  does  the  Government  propose  to  deal 
with  the  land  in  Patca  District  ?  The  land  there 
was  sold  at  auction,  and  some  of  it  went  up  to 
£5  an  acre.  The  land  was  sold  at  from  £2  to  £5 
an  acre,  and,  as  an  honorable  member  says,  some 
of  it  fetched  £13  an  acre  at  auction.  Do  honor- 
able members  say  that  the  land  in  Patea  was  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Waste  Lands 


[HOUSE.] 


Sale  Bill. 


621 


bought  for  specnlatiye  purposes?  Those  specu- 
lators who  buy  land  and  have  to  pay  a  high  price 
for  it  cannot  afford  to  feed  sheep  on  it.  I  beUeye 
settleraent  is  going  on  rapidly  in  that  district. 
Small  holdings  are  used  for  cattle-breeding,  and 
they  are  not  bought  up  by  speculators.  Specula- 
tors will  not  buy  the  land  at  a  high  price  and  let 
it  lie  useless  in  the  hope  that  it  will  increase  in 
Talue.  The  land  reyenue  is,  properly  speaking, 
not  our  reyenue  at  all ;  it  is  our  capital,  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  see  that  that  capital  is 
conseiTcd.  The  State  has  a  right  to  get  a  proper 
price  for  its  land,  and  I  think  that  is  the  object 
of  this  Bill.  Those  who  do  not  desire  to  see  any 
colonial  Land  Fund  may  throw  out  this  Bill,  and 
they  should  also  haye  thrown  out  the  other 
Land  Bill  which  has  been  passed  by  this  House. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  look  upon  this  BiU  as  a 
measure  to  carry  out  what  its  title  indicates — 
"An  Act  to  make  proyision  for  regulating  the 
Price  of  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  in  New  Zea- 
land." It  is  proposed  to  haye  a  uniform  land 
system  enacted  next  session.  In  the  meantime 
this  Bill  is  considered  necessary  in  consequence 
of  the  financial  policy  of  the  Government  being 
one  to  appropriate  to  the  colony  80  per  cent,  of 
the  Land  Fund,  as  it  would  be  iinfair  that  the 
Fund  should  contribute  80  per  cent,  while  in 
some  proyinces  the  land  is  sold  at  £2  an  acre  and 
In  other  proyinces  at  5s.  or  10s.  an  acre.  In 
future  all  lands  disposed  of,  except  on  deferred 
or  other  periodical  payments  or  by  agricultural 
leases,  is  to  be  sold  at  not  less  than  £2  an  acre 
by  free  selection,  and,  if  disposed  of  by  public 
auction,  the  land  is  to  be  sold  at  an  upset  price 
of  not  less  than  £1.  I  belieye  this  contains,  in 
plain  language,  the  pith  and  essence  of  the  4th 
and  7th  sections  of  the  Bill.  Then  comes  a  pro- 
yiso  to  the  7th  section,  that — 

"  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  to 
interfere  with  the  bond  fide  letting  or  other  dis- 
posal of  any  mineral,  agricultural,  or  other  lands 
under  any  such  Act,  regulations,  or  law  under 
which  the  lessee  or  licensee  is  not  to  become  the 
ullimate  owner  of  the  land  in  fee,  nor  with  any 
laws  or  regulations  for  the  time  being  in  force 
upon  any  gold  field  authorizing  the  lease  or  dis- 
posal of  Crown  lands  in  such  gold  field.'* 

I  beliere  tbat  is  simply  the  whole  substance  of 
this  Bill.  If  that  be  the  correct  yiew  of  this 
Bill  I  do  not  see  why  there  should  be  an  adjourn- 
ment, nor  do  1  see  why  the  Bill  should  be  re- 
jected. It  is  a  step  in  the  direction  of  the 
attainment  of  a  uniform  land  law  for  New  Zea- 
land ;  it  is  also  a  step  in  the  direction  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  financial  policy  of  the  Government. 
I  am  not  now  going  into  the  question  of  whether 
there  should  be  a  uniform  land  law  in  New 
Zealand  :  I  shall  wait  until  I  see  the  promised 
Bill  brought  down  next  session.  I  must  say, 
however,  that,  as  at  present  advised,  and  after 
some  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  think,  owing 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  different  settlements 
in  New  Zealand  being  so  various,  varying  systems 
of  disposal  of  the  waste  lands  in  the  different 
settlements  will  be  necessary  for  some  years,  so 
as  to  suit  the  progress  of  settlement  in  each  dis- 
Iriot.    Th«  object  of  land  laws  is  to  promote  the 


settlement  of  the  country,  and  if  you  show  me 
regulations  that  will  promote  settlement  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  New  Zealand  I  will  support  their 
adoption  however  different  they  may  be  from 
each  other. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— I  understand  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  bring  in  a  Bill  next 
session  to  put  the  land  laws  on  a  substantial  basis 
— to  assimilate  them  so  that  there  shall  be  one 
uniform  law  and  one  uniform  price  for  land.  If 
that  be  so  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  this 
Bill.  This  Bill  and  the  Land  Bill  we  haye 
already  passed  in  this  House  might  very  well  be 
left  in  abeyance  until  next  year,  when  the  mea- 
sure promised  can  be  brought  in.  I  may  say  that 
I  am  not  at  all  favourable  to  a  uniform  land  law, 
or  to  there  being  a  uniform  price  for  land  in  this 
colony.  I  cannot  understand  how  any  oiie  can 
advocate  uniformity  in  price.  There  is  a  CTeat 
difference  in  the  quality  of  the  land,  and  no 
classification  can  put  the  land  up  to  anything 
like  a  fair  yalue.  The  effect  of  this  Bill  wiU 
be  simply  this :  While  the  Government  have 
brought  in  a  Bill  to  make  the  Land  Fund  colo- 
nial revenue,  this  Bill  will  absolutely  prevent 
there  being  any  Land  Fund  in  the  North  Island. 
If  this  BiU  is  passed  there  will  not  be  a  single 
acre  of  land  sold,  I  believe,  in  the  Provinces  of 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  while  the  law 
exists.  A  return  has  been  prepared  under  the 
direction  of  the  Government,  and  is  now  on 
the  table ;  it  is  signed  by  the  Surveyor-General 
of  the  colony.  From  it  I  find  that  in  the 
Hawke's  Bay  District  there  are  122,000  acres 
of  land,  and  the  supposed  value  of  that  land 
on  the  31st  of  August  last  was  8s.  Ofd.  an  acre. 
There  is  also  a  large  quantity  offered  at  5s.  an 
acre ;  and  the  average  value  of  the  land  may  be 
taken  at  7s.  3d.  That  shows  the  yalue  of  the 
land  the  Government  has  still  on  hand.  I  might 
say  that  very  nearly  the  whole,  if  not  the  whole, 
has  been  open,  and  is  now  open,  at  lOs.  an  acre, 
and  is  not  selling  freely  at  that  price.  But  if  we 
pass  this  Bill  we  shall  be  putting  the  yalue  of 
that  land  at  £2  an  acre.  I  understand  the  Pre- 
mier to  say  that  his  policy  will  tend  to  advance 
the  settlement  of  the  country ;  but  I  say  that  it 
will  retard  settlement,  and  enhance  the  value  of 
property  at  present  in  the  hands  of  owners  in  the 
North  Island.  There  are  many  holders  of  pro- 
perty in  this  Island  who,  if  this  Bill  passes,  will 
become  twice  as  rich  as  they  are  now.  There 
are  very  many  large  estates,  to  my  knowledge, 
on  which  considerable  sums  of  money  have  been 
expended  and  great  improvements  made,  which, 
if  placed  in  the  market,  could  be  bought  at  the 
price  at  which  it  is  proposed  in  this  Bill  to  sell 
unimproved  Crown  lands.  I  say  that  40s.  an 
acre  for  any  land  that  I  am  aware  of  in  the  part 
of  the  country  from  which  I  come  is  out  of  all 
reason,  and  can  only  lead  to  retarding  settlement 
and  enhancing  the  value  of  properties  already 
purchased.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Coloni^ 
IVeasurer  will  find,  if  this  Bill  passes,  that  he 
will  have  to  provide  for  a  much  larger  deficiency 
than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  The  charges 
in  the  North  Island  which  have  to  bo  borne  on 
the  land  revenue  amount  to  about  £650^000,  and 
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if  that  Land  Fand  does  not  meet  them,  at  will 
be  tbe  case  if  this  Bill  passes,  they  will  haye  to 
be  met  out  of  the  consolidated  reyenue.  If  we 
lock  up  the  land,  (is  this  Bill  undoubtedly  pro- 
poses to  do,  we  cannot  get  a  revenue  from  it.  It 
IS  a  Tery  serious  matter  to  place  such  a  price  upon 
the  land  as  to  prohibit  people  buying  it.  I  hope 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  to  postpone  the  discussion  will  be  agreed 
to. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Speaking  only  to  the 
question  of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  I 
hope  the  GoYemment  will  agree  to  it  at  once, 
and  let  us  go  on  with  the  other  business.  My 
reason  is  this :  As  I  understand  it,  this  Bill  is 
introduced  with  tbe  object  of  giving  effect  to  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government.  If  that 
be  so,  we  want  to  know  what  are  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government,  in  order  to  see  how 
this  Bill  will  afiect  them.  We  cannot  know  that 
until  we  get  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill 
before  us,  and  a  statement  from  the  Gk>Temment 
as  to  how  they  are  going  to  balance  the  accounts, 
and  how  this  Bill  will  assist  them  in  their  policy. 
When  we  have  got  that,  I  have  no  doubt,  if  they 
ehow  us  that  this  Bill  will  do  that,  and  they 
desire  it,  we  shall  pass  it  without  further  dis- 
cussion. But,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  look- 
ing at  the  Bill  with  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the 
accounts  of  the  colony,  it  will  have  the  opposite 
effect.  That  being  so,  it  appears  to  me  desurable 
that  we  should  postpone  the  discussion  in  order  to 
have  the  necessary  explanation  from  the  Govern- 
ment. As  far  as  I  understand  it,  the  Bill  proposes 
to  temporarily  interfere  with  the  price  of  utna.  It 
is  not  proposed  that  this  should  be  a  measure  of 
any  permanence,  but  that  it  should  be  in  force 
for  some  seven,  eight,  or  nine  months,  at  the  out- 
side. It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  a  Gbvemment 
desiring  an  equal  land  law  for  the  whole  colony 
would  not  introduce  such  a  temporary  measure 
as  this,  which  would  further  confuse  the  already 
confused  laws  relating  to  land,  excepting  to  meet 
a  temporary  necessity.  The  matter,  therefore, 
b^g  one  of  finance,  I  am  quite  certain  the  whole 
of  the  policy  Bills  of  the  Government  will  be 
expedited  if  the  honorable  gentleman  will  agree 
to  the  postponement  of  the  Bill  until  after  the 
Government  have  brought  down  their  Financial 
Arrangements  Bill,  and  given  us  a  clear  statement 
as  to  how  they  propose  to  provide  for  the  deficit, 
and  how  this  Bill  will  aid  them.  They  will  then 
find  that  tbe  Opposition  have  every  desire  t-o 
give  their  assistance,  and  to  aid  them  in  making 
up  that  deficit,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  out 
their  policy. 

Mr.  KELJjY. — I  do  not  intend  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I  hope  some 
amendments  will  be  made  in  it  in  Committee.  A 
doubt  arises  in  my  mind  as  to  what  is  meant  by 
the  4th  clause.  I  do  not  think  the  provisions  of 
that  clause  are  very  clear.  It  appears  to  me  that 
under  it,  when  lands  have  been  once  offered  at  auc- 
tion at  the  upset  price  fixed  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Board  and  not  sold,  then  those  lands  cannot  be 
sold  at  a  price  less  than  £2  per  acre.  I  shall,  in 
Committee,  move  an  amendment  altering  that 
provision ;  and  I  shall  now  give  my  reason  for 
Mr.  SuHon 


doing  so.  The  prices  of  land  in  TamuJd  an 
fixed  by  the  Waste  Lands  Board,  and  vaij  from 
£1  to  £3  per  acre.  These  lands  are  always  sur- 
veyed before  sale,  and  roads  to  tbem  Bxe  laid  ofl^ 
and  a  time  fixed  for  their  being  put  yxp  to  auetioo. 
Then,  after  the  auction,  the  land  not  sold  is  c^oen 
for  selection  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  Board, 
whether  it  be  £1,  £2,  or  £3  per  acre.  I  fancy 
that  under  this  clause  that  would  be  altogether 
changed,  and  the  effect  upon  the  land  laws  of 
Taranati  would  be  to  stop  settlement.  I  would 
not  object  to  stopping  the  sale  of  land  at  a  low 
price,  but  I  do  oineot  to  stopping  the  eettlemoot 
of  lands ;  and  if  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  4fch 
clause  I  shall  move  an  amendment  to  it  whieh 
will  allow  all  sales  to  take  place  by  waj  of  selee- 
tion  at  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Board,  after  the  land  has  been  offered  at  aootioiL 
It  has  been  said  that  this  measure  ia  only  <^  a 
temporary  character.  I  think  it  is  veiy  much 
to  be  regretted  that  we  should  pass  temporal^ 
measures  in  this  House.  Last  year  a  similar 
temporary  provision  was  made  to  raise  the  pnoa 
of  land  throughout  the  ccdony  by  25  per  oeofe. 
The  effect  of  that  was  at  once  to  stop  all  sales  in 
Taranaki,  and  for  six  months  no  sales  took  place, 
in  consequence  of  a  temporary  provision  whidi, 
after  all,  was  not  carried  mto  effect.  I  think  any 
law  passed  by  this  Legislature  should  be  of  a  per- 
manent character,  and  not  be  in  force  merely  from 
year  to  year.  With  regard  to  the  other  provisioas 
of  the  Bill,  clause  6  seems  to  me  to  be  altogether 
surplusage.  It  says,  "  No  town  land,  village  lapd,  i 
or  suburban  land  shall  be  sold  at  a  leea  pries  t 
than  three  pounds  per  acre.'*  We  have  alraady  \ 
provided  in  our  Land  Bill  that  the  price  of  town 
tands  shall  be  not  less  than  £30  per  acre,  and  of 
suburban  land  not  less  than  £8  per  acre.  What, 
then,  is  the  meaning  of  this?  If  the  Bill  which  | 
has  already  passed  this  House  is  to  become  law 
this  provision  ought  to  be  struck  out,  for,  if  this 
Bill  is  to  be  operative,  then  under  it  town  land 
may  be  sold  at  £3  per  acre,  notwithstanding  the 
proTision  already  made  that  it  is  to  be  8o[d  at 
£30  per  acre.  1  have  not  had  time  to  consider 
the  other  provisions  of  the  Bill,  which  are  rather 
complicated ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  clause  4 
will  require  amending  if  the  present  system  ef 
settling  land  in  Taranaki  is  to  continue,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  pity  to  stop  it. 

Mr.  MAND£BS.— I  should  like  to  saj  a  few 
words  in  reference  to  this  Bill,  because  last  year 
I  ^ve  no  uncertain  note  with  regard  to  oar  land 
policy.  If  this  is  to  be  one  colony,  and  we  ars 
not  to  meet  here  as  members  from  different  Fro* 
vincial  Councils,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  have 
one  fund  and  one  system  under  which  all  our 
lands  shall  be  ruled.  I  supported  the  honoraUe 
member  for  the  Waikato  (Mr.  Whitaker)  when 
he  moved  his  resolutions  on  this  subject,  and  I 
walked  into  the  lobby  with  him  on  the  question 
that  the  Land  Fund  should  be  general  and  colo- 
nial. I  think  I  am  rather  in  advance  oi  the  ideal 
of  the  present  Gbvemment,  because  I  think  thst 
their  reservation  of  20  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund 
to  the  districts  is  mere^  playing  with  the  matter. 
I  think  the  whole  of  the  Land  Fund  should  be 
colgnial  property.    It  may  be  a  y^  onpalataUi 
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idea  to  some  honorable  members,  but  I  saj  tbat, 
if  we  are  to  be  one  colony  and  not  to  aepire  to 
what  has  been  called  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  a  federation,  it  is  necessary 
that  we  should  hsTe  one  ftind  and  one  genend 
land  system.  Although  I  voted  with  honorable 
members  from  Canterbury  on  the  question  of 
their  land  leases  as  a  fair  compromise  to  the 
holders  and  as  a  point  of  honor  between  them- 
selres  and  other  members  of  this  House,  still  I 
think  the  whole  of  the  Land  Fund 'of  the  colony 
should  be  appropriated  and  put  into  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  and  that  we  should  deal  with 
the  County  Councils  and  municipal  bodies  on 
equitable  terms.  I  am  speaking  as  a  land  re- 
former, as  one  of  those  who  hare  addressed  them- 
selyes  with  g^reat  earnestness  to  this  subject.  In 
South  Australia,  long  before  the  gold  fields  of 
Victoria  were  discovered,  I  took  no  mean  part 
in  discussing  this  subject.  In  Victoria  and  in 
New  South  Wales  I  had  always  taken  an  actiye 
part  in  the  question  ;  and  I  have  always  held,  and 
still  hold,  that  each  colony  should  hare  one  colo- 
nial purse  and  one  colonial  system  of  laws,  and 
that  the  local  bodies — whether  they  be  County 
Councils  or  Manioipal  Corporations — should  re- 
ceiTe  contributions  out  of  the  general  fund.  Is 
that  what  this  20  per  cent,  means  ?  Is  it  to  be 
secured  under  the  Gk>Temment  proposals  to  the 
County  Councils  in  perpetuity  ?  Ifthat  is  to  be 
the  law,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  rery  clearly 
defined.  I  would  rather  see  this  20  per  cent. 
oome  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  I  would 
support  a  motion  to  that  effect  at  once  if  it  were 
brought  down.  If  the  money  went  into  one  com- 
mon purse,  and  the  20  per  cent,  were  paid  out  of 
it,  it  would  greatly  simplify  accounts.  I  feel,  in 
the  interests  of  my  constituents,  that  that  would 
be  the  best  plan,  and  I  am  sure  it  would  be  to 
the  interests  of  the  Canterbury  constituents  also. 
I  am  sure  there  is  not  a  more  zealous  guardian 
of  the  Land  Fund  than  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Taieri,  and  I  trust  he  will  see,  what  he  does  not 
see  now,  that  such  a  simplification  as  I  advocate 
would  be  adTantaeeous  to  the  colony.  Let  us  hare 
one  colonial  fund  and  one  system  of  classifying 
the  lands.  That  is  the  great  point  I  aim  at.  No 
doubt  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  about  the 
system  of  dassifioation.  The  Biinister  for  Lands 
tuad  the  Surreyor-General,  Mr.  Thomson,  hare 
both  before  now  given  attention  to  this  matter, 
which  shows  that  it  is  a  matter  of  some  import- 
ance. Honorable  members  from  the  different 
pmmnees  are  aware  that  there  are  certain  lands 
which  should  be  selected  and  reserred  for  the 
future.  There  seems  to  be  a  desire  to  rush  some 
of  the  good  lands  into  the  market,  but  we  should 
take  steps  to  prevent  the  good  land,  the  eyes  of  the 
country,  from  being  picked  out,  and  I  believe  the 
STstem  proposed  by  the  Gkrvemment  will  insure 
that  the  land  shall  be  classified  and  disposed  of 
on  fair  terms.  I  shall  not  touch  upon  the  points 
raised  bv  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  but 
it  must  be  patent  to  honorable  members  that  the 
selling  of  the  land,  a  matter  so  closely  affect ine 
the  colonisation  of  the  oolong,  must  be  a  colonial 
question.  It  is  a  subject  which  affects  us  all.  It 
ifl  sot  a  party  matter,  and  in  this  matter  I  am 


not  acting  with  my  party.  I  shall  vote  with  the 
Qt>vemment,  and  I  do  so  because  I  regard  this 
question  as  one  vitally  affecting  the  progress  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB.--I  quite  agree  with  the 
doctrine  which  I  believe  the  Opposition  have 
agreed  to,  that  the  question  of  dealing  with 
the  Land  Fund  should  be  an  open  question.  I 
aeree  with  them  in  that  view,  because  the  fate 
of  the  Bill  before  us  will  determine  the  second 
Bill,  and,  if  the  representatives  of  the  smaller 
provinces  do  not  see  their  way  to  meet  us  in  the 
sacrifice  we  are  making  in  the  South,  I  and  others 
will  hold  ourselves  free  to  act  as  we  think  fit  with 
regard  to  the  oolonialization  of  the  Land  Fund. 
I  shall  not  say  any  more  about  that  at  present. 
I  rose  principally  to  suggest  that  we  should  now 
adjourn  till  half-past  seven,  in  order  that  mem- 
bers should  hare  an  opportunity  to  consider  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  hare  no  doubt,  now  that 
the  CK>vemment  have  heard  the  opinions  of 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  (he  House, 
that  thev  will  readily  consent  to  the  adjourn- 
ment.  I  speak  with  no  unkindly  feeling  towards 
the  Bill,  because  I  may,  after  consideration,  sup- 
port it ;  but  I  should  like  to  have  time  to  consider 
the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill  in  connection 
with  it.  I  should  like  to  see  how  they  fit  in. 
This  is  a  Bill  which  goes  in  accord  with  my  own 
ideas,  if  it  is  practicable ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is 
not  practicable.  If  those  honorable  gentlemen 
say  they  can  make  bricks  from  straw,  then  let 
the  Bill  pass ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  they  will 
find  themselres  landed  in  a  difficulty  which  they 
little  expect.  As  I  read  the  Bill,  it  affects  Otago 
in  this  way  :  that  all  lands,  after  being  declared 
into  hundreds,  will  be  open  for  selection,  and  the 
price  is  to  be  raised  from  £1  to  £2  an  acre.  I 
believe  I  am  right  in  that.  If  there  are  two 
applicants  the  land  is  to  be  put  up  to  auction, 
and  knocked  down  to  the  highest  bidder ;  but  the 
competition  is  not  confined  to  the  two  applicants 
— any  outside  person  can  come  in  and  compete 
with  them.  Then,  the  whole  thing  can  be  de- 
feated in  this  way :  Two  men  may  enter  into 
collusion  and  make  simultaneous  application  for 
a  piece  of  land.  It  is  put  up  to  auction  ^at  the 
upset  price  of  £1  an  acre;  one  will  withdraw 
from  the  competition,  and  the  other  gets  the  land 
at  the  upset  price.  If  I  read  the  Bill  aright,  it 
can  be  aef  eated  in  that  way ;  but  I  hope  the 
6k>vemment  will  consent  to  the  adjournment  in 
order  that  honorable  members  may  consider  this 
Bill  and  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill  together. 
Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to  remsrk  upon 
one  or  two  statements  made  by  the  Minister  for 
Lands.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  this  was 
the  spoliation  policy  which  Abolition  had  brought 
about.  I  should  like  to  know  what  Abolition  had 
to  do  with  it.  A  great  many  things  hare  been 
attributed  to  Abolition,  but  I  fail  to  see  the  con* 
nection  in  this  case.  It  was  the  action  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  since  he  got  on  those 
benches,  and  of  that  long-suffering  gentleman  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  who,  by  his 
votes,  kept  them  in  power,  that  brought  about 
this  spoliation.    Had  the  honorable  member  for 
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Port  Chalmers  stood  against  it,  the  oolonialization 
of  tlio  Land  Fund  could  not  have  been  carried. 
But  after  Abolition  took  place  there  was  £3CK>,000 
divided  between  the  counties  and  road  districts 
of  Canterbury;  and  was  there  not  £400,000  on 
hand  for  the  purpose  of  division  ?  Yet  it  is  said, 
while  they  were  to  receive  this  money,  that  it 
was  AboHtion  that  took  their  Land  Fund.  If 
the  arrangement  had  been  left  alone,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  land  sales  had  been  allowed  to 
come  in  in  ordinary  course,  the  amount  of  money 
to  be  divided  between  the  County  Councils  and 
Road  Boards  of  Otago  would  have  shown  most 
decidedly  that  Abolition  did  not  take  away  their 
Land  Fund.  It  was  rather  the  reverse.  It 
settled  the  Land  Fund  upon  them.  Good  faith 
would  have  been  kept  by  this  House;  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  action  of  our  own  members, 
if  the  Minister  for  Lands  had  been  true  to  his 
pledges,  we  should  not  be  brought  to  such  a  state 
of  things  as  we  are  in  now.  When  a  resolution 
to  colonialize  the  Land  Fund  was  brought  down 
before  the  late  Government  went  out  of  office,  they 
made  it  a  6h>vemment  question  and  staked  their 
existence  upon  it,  and  the  ereat  majority  of  those 
who  voted  for  Abolition  had  no  idea  that  the 
Land  Fund  would  be  colonialixed.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  if  the  proposal  had  not  been  made  by' 
the  Provincial  party  themselves  it  would  not  have 
been  assented  to  by  this  House.  A  number  of  the 
North  Island  members  have  always  looked  upon 
the  Land  Fund  with  jealous  ejes  and  they  wore 
perfectly  justified  in  taking  it  when  it  was  offered 
to  them  by  that  party  :  in  fact,  they  would  have 
been  very  stupid  if  they  had  refused  it.  There- 
fore I  cannot  blame  them  for  supporting  the 
proposal  now.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  told 
us  Umt  he  had  heard  of  land  in  the  Waikato  Dis- 
trict being  sold  for  £2  an  acre  when  it  had  only 
cost  5f<.  an  acre.  The  honorable  gentleman 
might  have  gone  even  further,  and  said  that  he 
had  heard  ot  land  being  sold  for  £5  or  £6  an 
acre  which  had  been  got  for  nothing  at  all.  It 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  some  years  ago  land 
in  the  Waikato  District  was  actually  given  to 
people  to  induce  them  to  settle  there,  and  I 
consider  it  was  good  policy  to  give  the  land 
away  at  that  time.  It  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  people  could  then  get  land  at  the  Waikato 
cheaply  that  there  is  such  a  large  population  now 
settled  in  the  district.  The  country  is  benefited 
by  the  existence  of  so  large  a  population  there, 
for,  while  there  are  so  many  people  in  the  dis- 
trict, the  chances  of  a  Native  outbreak  are  very 
remote.  Therefore  I  do  not  grudge  the  settlers 
the  amount  which  they  receive  for  their  land. 
I  hope  that,  as  the  Government  have  now  ascer- 
tained the  opinion  of  the  House,  they  will  see 
their  way  to  adjourn  the  debate  until  Monday. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  in  favour  of  a  gradual 
increase  in  the  price  of  land. 

Mr.  BEES. — There  seems  to  be  a  slight  mis- 
apprehension on  the  part  of  honorable  members 
with  regard  to  the  meaning  of  this  Bill.  I  can- 
not think  that  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  understands  the  meaning  of  the  4th  section 
when  he  supposes  that  waste  lands  will  be  put 
op  at  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  £1  per  acre. 
Mr.  McLecm 


The  clause  only  says  that  that  shall  be  the  mini- 
mum upset  price,  and,  as  a  matter  of  (act,  it 
might  be  put  up  at  £20  per  acre. 

Mr.  MANDEBS.  —  £1  per  acre  ia  the  mini- 
mum upset  price  in  Otago. 

Mr.  BEES.— Well,  then,  this  Bill  does  not 
alter  that,  and  so  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  is  wrong  in  saying  that  it  does.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Travers),  I  have  only 
to  say  that  I  cannot  see  how  he  can  understand 
the  proviso  to  the  4th  section  to  mean  that  the 
laws  with  regard  to  land  sold  on  deferred  pay- 
ments are  not  to  remain  in  force.  This  clause 
deals  merely  with  the  price  of  land;  but,  even 
assuming  that  it  miglit  be  misunderstood  in  its 
present  form,  it  only  requires  the  addition  of  a 
few  words  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee  to 
make  it  clear.  1  shall  be  glad  to  assist  tlie  honor- 
able gentleman  to  make  any  alterations  in  the 
wording  which  will  make  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  more  clear.  I  shall  not  refer  to  the  argu- 
ments which  were  used  to  show  that  the  Bill 
would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  or  depreciating 
the  value  of  people's  properties,  because  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  same  argument  was  used  by 
both  sides  to  prove  both  things.  The  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  has  told  us  that  land 
which  was  open  to  free  selection  at  an  upset  price 
of  £1  per  acre  and  which  was  not  sold  when 
ofi*ered  at  auction  could  not  be  sold  afterwards 
for  less  «than  £2  per  acre.  But  I  do  not  think 
that  the  term  *'  free  selection  "  has  any  referenod 
whatever  to  lands  which  have  been  offered  for 
sale  by  auction.  I  take  it  that  free  selection 
means  roaming  over  the  land  and  selecting  wliat 
you  like. 

Mr.  MANDEBS.— No  ;  it  means  that  you  can 
select  only  in  blocks  which  are  specially  set  apart 
for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  understand  that  in  the  Province 
of  Canterbury,  where  they  have  a  system  of  free 
selection,  a  man  can  take  up  land  wherever  he 
may  choose.  It  is  the  same,  I  believe,  in  South- 
land, and  in  my  opinion  that  is  real  free  selection. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  merely  being  permitted 
to  take  up  land  at  the  upset  price,  after  it  has 
been  offered  for  sale  by  auction,  constitutes 
"  free  "  selection.  However,  that  also  may  easily 
be  made  clear  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee. 
In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  I  think  there  is 
something  in  the  argument  of  honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  that  these  Bills,  which 
have  been  brought  down  by  the  Government 
to-day,  are  of  sutlicient  importance  to  demand 
our  serious  consideration,  and  that  therefore 
they  should  be  thoroughly  understood  by  the 
House  before  they  are  dealt  with.  It  would  bo 
%Ycll  that  honorable  members  should  have  time  to 
look  over  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  and  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill  before  discussing 
them,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  object  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.   OUMOND.  — I   would   suggest  that  we 

^hould  take  this  course  :   The  House  has  ^ready 

'  decided  that   the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill 

I  shall  be  taken  this  evening,  and  I  suppose  we 

shall    then    have    some    explanation    from    the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Waste  Lands 


[H0T7SE.] 


Sale  Bin, 


C25 


Q^vepninent  regarding  it.  We  shall  then  be  able 
to  say  whether  we  shall  go  on  with  this  Bill  at 
once  or  not.  We  are  quite  ready  to  agree  tlmt 
the  debate  on  this  Bill  shall  be  resumed  after  wc 
hare  heard  the  G-oTemment  explain  the  Financial 
Arrangements  Bill.  I  think  the  debate  should 
bo  adjourned  until  Monday,  because  it  is  clear 
that  we  ought  to  liear  the  statement  of  the 
GK>Ternment  on  the  Financial  AiTangements  Bill 
before  we  go  any  further. 

Mr.  LUMSDEl^.— I  shall  oppose  this  Bill  as 
far  as  it  tends  to  make  fresh  provisions  in  regard 
to  the  price  of  land.  I  believe  this  Bill — or  that 
part  of  it  which  provides  for  raising  the  price  of 
land — has  been  brought  forward  in  consequence 
of  the  complaints  which  have  been  made  by  some 
honorable  members  to  the  effect  that  in  some  dis- 
tricts the  settlers  have  liad  to  pay  a  larger  price 
for  their  land  than  the  people  in  other  districts 
hare  paid  for  theirs.  I  hold  that  it  will  be  unjust 
to  generalize  the  Land  Fund.  I  would  point  out 
that  land  which  is  bought  at  a  large  price  may  in 
reality  be  cheaper  than  that  which  is  obtained  at 
a  low  rate,  because  it  may  be  very  superior  in 
quality.  We  may  compare  land  in  Canterbury 
with  land  in  Otago,  and  to  all  appearance  they 
are  of  equal  raluo ;  but,  when  we  consider  how 
much  better  the  Canterbury  land  is  than  the 
Otago  land  for  grain-growing  purposes,  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  ia  no  comparison  between  them 
in  point  of  yalue.  I  cannot  see  that  a  man 
sustains  any  injury  by  having  to  pay  a  higher 
price  for  superior  land.  He  does  so  of  his  own 
accord,  and  if  he  choose  he  can  get  cheaper  land 
elsewhere.  But  there  is  one  danger  attending 
this  Bill.  I  fear  that,  as  it  may  intercept  another 
measure  which  has  been  paased  by  this  House, 
the  result  may  be  that  the  Upper  House  may 
find  in  it  an  excuse  for  dropping  the  Bill  already 
passed  by  this  House.  If  the  Bill  which  we  have 
already  passed  should  be  rejected  by  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  if  this  Bill  is 
substituted  for  it,  1  think  it  will  be  a  great  mis- 
fortune to  the  country.  Therefore  1  am  not 
disposed  to  support  the  Bill,  especially  in  its 
present  shape.  Taking  it  as  it  appUes  to  the 
land  regulations  of  Southland,  the  prorisions  of 
clause  4  seem  to  me  to  be  of  a  most  conflicting 
nature,  and  I  think  it  will  seriously  affect  the 
progress  of  settlement  in  that  part  oi  the  colony. 
It  is  proposed  to  make  the  land  under  free  selec- 
tion ayailable  for  purchase  at  the  uniform  price 
of  £2  an  acre.  We  hare  got  free  selection 
there,  but  the  land  is  not  of  uniform  price.  It 
is  classified  as  agiicidtural  and  pastoral  land. 
There  are  certain  patches  of  land  which  would 
be  unsaleable  if  the  price  wore  fixed  at  £2  an 
acre.  There  is  a  way  of  evading  the  provision 
for  making  the  price  of  land  £2  an  acre  on  free 
selection,  and  it  seems  to  me  very  unwise  to 
encourage,  as  it  were,  by  the  peculiar  phraseology 
of  the  law,  any  evasion  of  the  law.  I  could  go 
into  Southland  and   select  50  or  100  acres  of 

ristoral  land  for  less  than  40s.  an  acre.  If 
knew  that  any  person  was  wanting  land,  and 
I  told  him  that  the  land  which  I  had  applied 
for  was  open  for  sale  —  if  he  made  applica- 
tion for  the  same  block  of  land,  under  these 
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circumstances  the  land  would  have  to  be  put 
up  to  sale  by  auction,  and  I  presume,  in  that 
case,  it  would  be  put  up  at  £1  an  acre  instead  of 
£2.  This  clause  recognizes  the  permanency  and 
force  of  the  existing  land  regulations  where  they 
do  not  conflict  with  this  new  Bill.  If  this  Bill 
goes  into  Committee  I  intend  to  propose  the  ad- 
dition of  a  clause  to  this  effect :  that  where  any 
two  or  more  applicants  apply  for  the  same  land 
on  the  same  day,  notwithstanding  that  the  price 
of  land  at  free  selection  may  be  40s.  an  acre,  it 
shall  then  be  put  up  at  auction  at  the  upset  price 
of  20».  an  acre.  That  will  be  carrying  out  the 
idea  that  runs  through  the  Bill,  and  it  will  make 
the  Bill  much  more  acceptable  to  the  people  of 
the  district  I  represent.  I  shall  certainly  oppose 
any  attempt  to  adopt  a  uniform  price  for  land  all 
over  the  colony.  1  think  there  must  be  a  dis- 
crimination in  respect  to  the  value  of  the  land  in 
the  different  provinces  under  the  various  con* 
ditions  existing.  We  do  not  require  this  Bill, 
and  I  prefer  to  leave  well  alone.  We  can  carry 
on  very  well  until  next  session  with  the  Land  Bill 
which  we  have  passed,  and  which  is  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS.— Speaking  merely  on  the 
question  of  adjournment,  I  think  we  may  very 
well  adjourn  the  consideration  of  this  Bill  until 
Monday.  I  would  point  out  to  the  Premier  that 
it  is  impossible  that  we  can  fully  consider  this 
Bill  as  it  affects  the  waste  lands  of  the  Province 
of  Auckland,  in  a  few  hours.  I  feel  myself  per- 
fectly free  to  vote  on  this  question  as  I  think 
right.  It  is  not  a  parly  question,  and  I  desire  to 
give  to  the  Bill  my  best  consideration. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Mr.  SHEFHAN  moved,  That  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  ROLLBSTON.—I  hope  the  Government 
will  meet  the  House  this  evemng,  as  was  arranged. 
There  are  a  number  of  honorable  members  who 
are  going  away,  and  who  are  anxious  to  hear 
the  statement  of  the  Gt>vemment  with  regard  to 
their  Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  and  it  would 
facilitate  matters  very  much  if  we  had  that  ex- 
planation tonight.  We  should  then  be  in  a 
position  to  consider  the  proposals,  and  on  Mon- 
day we  could '  discuss  these  measures  together. 
For  my  own  part,  I  must  confess  that  I  do  not 
understand  the  proposals  of  the  Government,  and 
it  is  only  fair  that  we  should  have  the  fullest  in- 
formation on  the  subject  before  us.  The  Govern- 
ment asked  us  this  afternoon,  and  indeed  pressed 
us,  to  pass  this  measure  without  having  seen  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  and  without  any 
statement  from  the  Government ;  but  I  think 
the  proposals  in  the  Bill  we  have  been  discuss- 
ing are  clearly  connected  with  the  Financial  Ar- 
rangements Bill,  and  with  the  Financial  State- 
ment, which  has  been  very  differently  construed 
by  honorable  members,  and  generally  misunder- 
stood. Even  the  Native  Minister,  who  has  as 
clear  a  head  as  any  man  in  the  House,  and  cer- 
tainly as  clear  a  head  as  any  member  on  those 
bcnche^^,  says  the  more  he  has  heard  of  finance 
the  more  he  is  mystified  by  it.  Therefore  I 
think  we  should  be  allowed  time  to  consider  these 
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measures  bv  the  light  of  the  fresh  statement 
which  will  hare  to  be  made  by  the  Goyermnent 
I  am  Tery  much  rojstiBed  by  these  proposals  of 
tbe  GoTemment.  I  could  understands  them  if 
the  Government  had  brought  down  a  measure 
showing  that  the  necessities  of  the  colony  ren- 
dered them  obligatory;  but  they  bare  not  done 
so.  We  are  told  in  their  Statement  that  the 
Land  Fund  is  to  be  colonialized.  That,  judging 
from  their  course  of  procedure,  means,  first,  tak- 
ing large  tracts  of  laud  in  those  districts  where 
there  are  such  and  appropriating  the  proceeds  of 
them  locally  for  local  railways;  secondly,  while 
the  Land  Fund  is  being  colonialized,  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  it  arises  are  eaid  to  be  entitled  to 
that  fund  for  opening  up  roads  and  constructing 
works;  and  further,  there  is  to  be  a  power  in 
this  House  to  make  main  arterial  roads :  and  yet 
the  measure  b  said  to  be  in  fayour  of  the  public 
creditor. 

Mr.  SH££HAN.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  the  honorable  member  entitled  to  go  into  the 
general  policy  and  measures  of  the  Goyemment 
on  this  motion  for  adjournment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is  the  acyoum- 
ment  of  the  House,  which  opens  up  a  large  field 
for  discussion,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  I 
should  be  authorized  in  stopping  the  honorable 
member  for  Ayon  if  he  thinks  proper  to  proceed. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  was  trying  to  show 
reasons  why  it  is  yery  expedient  for  the  House 
to  consider  the  proposals  of  the  Goyemment  as 
a  whole.  We  haye  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Bill  before  us,  also  the  Waste  Lands  Adminis- 
tration Bill,  and  I  think  it  is  only  reasonable  that 
the  CK>yemment  should  meet  us  at  half -past  seven 
and  give  as  such  an  explanation  of  the  former 
Bill  as  they  can  afford  us.  We  could  then,  on 
Monday,  discuss  these  measures  as  a  whole  in 
connection  with  the  policy  of  the  Gh>yemment. 
For  my  own  part  I  feel  m  a  somewhat  difficult 
position  with  regard  to  these  measures.  No 
Canterbury  memMr  hat  spoken  upon  the  finan- 
cial proposals  and  upon  this  great  change,  which 
obviously  afieots  that  place  more  than  any  other 
part  of  the  colony.  (No.)  Whatever  the  proposals 
of  this  temporary  Bill  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  in  respect  to  Canterbury  this  is  a  greater 
revolution  than  it  will  be  in  any  other  part  of 
the  colony.  I  was  in  hopes  that  we  should 
have  heard  from  the  member  from  Canterbury 
who  sits  on  the  Government  benches  a  state- 
ment of  how  the  proposals  would  affect  that 
part  of  the  country.  I  had  also  hoped  to 
near  from  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa, 
who  is  supporting  the  Gk>yemment,  a  state- 
ment of  his  view  of  the  proposals.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  proposals  of  the  Government,  as  I 
now  read  them,  will  tend  to  the  stoppage  of  all 
land  sales  for  the  next  six  months,  especially  in 
Canterbury.  People  will  not  buy  land  with  this 
temporary  measure  hanging  oyer  them.  In  Otago 
the  same  result,  though  for  different  reasons,  wdl 
happen ;  and  no  doubt,  as  has  been  said  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  a  like  result 
will  follow  in  the  North  Island.  And  this  will 
happen  in  the  face  of  what  we  are  told  is  a  great 
financial  difficulty,  when  the  public  creditor  is  to 
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haye  an  assurance  that  our  finance  is  to  be  put 
on  a  firm  basis.  I  think  the  Govemmeiii  should 
give  us  the  fullest  opportunity  of  discussing  these 
measures  and  educing  what  is  now  apparently 
inexplicable.  The  two  principles  of  this  Waste 
Lands  Bill  are,  undoubtedly,  tbe  classification  of 
the  land,  and,  as  a  principle  leading  up  to  that, 
the  sale  by  auction.  These  two  principles  are 
absolutely  alien  to  the  principle  that 'has  nitherto 
obtained  in  Canterbury,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  any  member  from  Canterbury  eaa 
accept  this  measure  from  the  Government.  This 
Bill,  moreover,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  clearly  in- 
tended to  shelve  the  other  Bill  which  we  have 
passed.  It  contains  on  the  face  of  it  a  statement 
which  shows  that  such  is  the  case,  for  it  says, 
'''Land  District'  has  the  same  meaning  as  is 
given  to  that  expression  in  'The  Waste  Lands 
Administration  Act,  1876.' ''  That  means  that 
the  Land  Bill  of  1877,  which  repeals  the  Act  of 
1876,  is  not  to  come  into  force.  Then  the  5th 
and  6th  sections  are  in  the  Land  Bill  which  has 
already  passed  this  House  and  gone  up  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  hope  tbe  Go- 
yemment will  reconsider  their  determination  not 
to  make  a  statement  this  evening,  because  the 
House  and  the  countnr  are  fairly  entitled  to  it 
We  are  told  that  the  House  is  to  be  prorogued  in 
a  few  days,  and  in  the  meantime  the  country  has 
no  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  these  proposals. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Spbakbb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BB8UMBD. 

Mr.  Sfbakir  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'dook. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  desired  that  the  usual 
afternoon  adjournment  should  take  place  in 
order  that  I  might  haye  an  opportunity  of  ad- 
dressing the  House  again  on  the  important  ques- 
tion before  it ;  I  also  wished  to  protest  against 
the  proposals  of  tbe  Gh>yeminent,  as  being  en- 
tirely illusory  for  the  purposes  for  which,  they 
were  brought  forward  j  and  I  desired,  further,  to 
giye  the  Goyemment  an  opportunity,  of  which,  I 
understand,  they  will  not  now  ayail  themselyes, 
to  give  us  their  yiews  upon  the  fii^an^jftt  pn>. 
posals  embodied  in  the  l^nandal  Arrwogements 
BilL  I  understand  that  it  is  the  general  wish  of 
honorable  members  that  the  House  should  now 
adpoum — that  there  is  no  intention  to  go  on  with 
this  debate.  tTnder  these  circumstances,  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  anything  that  will  provoke  debate. 
I  will  say  no  more  on  tbe  present  occasion,  ex* 
oept  that  I  am  sorry  the  GFovemment  haye  not 
seen  their  vray  to  enlighten  us  upon  their  propo- 
sals— propos{Js  which,  without  any  light  being 
thrown  upon  them,  I  look  upon  as  the  most 
preposterous  that  have  yet  been  placed  before  the 
House. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
eight  o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday^  Zrd  December,  1877. 


First  Beading* — Second  Be»dingt — Third  Beadings — 
Can  of  the  Conncil  —  West  Cosst  Compensation 
Claims — WMpawa  Conntj  Coonoil  •— Waste  Lands 
Committee— Oismam  Beoreation  Beaerre— Land  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  REi  DINGS. 
Disqualification  Bill  No.  2,  Foxton  Beseires 
Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Stamp  Bill,  West    Harbour   Mayoralty  Bill, 
NatiTC  jLand  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 

Stemp  Bill,  West  Harbour  Mayoralty  Bill, 
Westknd  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Bill. 

CALL  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  intimated  that  he  had 
received  a  telegram  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell, 
in  which  he  stated  that  he  had  only  receired  the 
Speaker's  notice  a  few  days  preyiously,  and  was 
unable  to  attend  owing  to  an  attack  of  ague. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  WHIT- 
MORE,  it  was  resolved  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell  should  be  ex- 
cused. 

WEST  COAST  COMPENSATION  CLAIMS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZTN  ai^ked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  Whether  the  Gk>Temment 
will,  during  the  recess,  take  into  consideration  the 
claims  of  the  settlers  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
North  Island  for  compensation,  either  in  confis- 
oated  lands  or  otherwise,  for  losses  sustained  by 
them  during  the  last  Native  rebellion,  with  the 
Tiew  of  legislating  for  the  same  during  the  next 
session?  On  the  2Ist  August,  1873,  he  put  a 
similar  question  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  then 
Colonial  Secretary,  who  replied  as  follows :  "  He 
would  not  trust  nimsclf  to  say  a  word  on  the 
general  subject  of  compensation,  but  he  would 
answer  his  honorable  mend's  remarks  categori- 
cally, and  tell  him  the  GoTemment  did  not  intend 
at  present  to  recommend  any  such  appropria- 
tion." He  was  led  to  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  the  matter  into  consideration 
at  some  subsequent  time  by  the  action  of  the  late 
Premier,  Major  Atkinson,  who,  in  the  year  1874, 
when  the  case  of  the  Rct.  T.  S.  Grace  was  before 
Parliament,  made  the  follovring  renuirks  on  the 
question  of  compensation  : — 

**  Major  Atkinsox  would  repeat  what  he  had 
•aid  on  former  occasions,  that  the  House  had 
never  come  to  any  conclusion  upon  the  subject  of 
not  granting  compensation.  A  Committee  only 
bad  recommended  a  certain  course  to  the  House, 
which  it  had  never  adopted.  On  several  occa- 
sions the  House  acted  contrary  to  that  recom- 
mendation. He  would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty, 
in  a  future  session,  to  bring  before  the  House 
the  claims  of  settlers  who  had  been  shamefully 
wronged  by  the  colony  in  this  matter.    He  would 


support  the  motion,  because  it  seemed  that  Mr. 
Grace  had  a  special  claim  for  compensation,  see- 
ing that  an  avrard  had  been  made  in  his  favour 
and  recommended  by  the  Petitions  Committee. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  let  a  private  individual  so  to  the  per- 
sons who  had  wronged  him  and  obtain  repara- 
tion from  them  ;  but  he  was  afraid  the  adoption 
of  such  a  course  would  lead  to  serious  difficulties. 
When  persons  who  had  suffered  by  the  action  of 
the  Natives  were  informed  that  their  claims  were 
to  be  paid  by  the  land  of  those  Natives,  some  of 
his  (Major  Atkinson's)  constituents  might  seek 
the  same  privilege,  and  request  the  House  to  ask 
the  Natives  to  grant  them  land  as  compensation 
for  the  losses  they  had  sustained.  The  people 
had  suffered  in  the  cause  of  the  colony,  and  the 
colony  was  bound,  in  honesty,  to  make  good  their 
claims.  The  House  might  shift  the  responsibility 
from  year  to  year,  but  they  would  certainly  have 
to  meet  it,  and  they  could  not  much  longer  resist 
doine  justice  to  those  persons  who  had  suffered 
in  tneir  cause.  He  should  hare  the  matter 
brought  up  from  time  to  (ime,  and  endeavour  to 
have  it  definitely  determined.  He  would  support 
the  present  case,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  jus- 
tice to  those  persons  who  were  suffering  most 
injuriously  in  behalf  of  the  colony." 

That  speech  of  Major  Atkinson's  was  made 
when  he  was  not  Premier.  When  he  had  occa- 
sion to  speak  to  that  gentleman  subsequently, 
and  to  call  his  attention  to  the  opinion  he  then 
expressed,  the  answer  he  received  was  that  a  man 
in  office  was  very  different  from  a  man  out  of  office 
— that  he  was  only  otm  as  a  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  could  do  nothing  in  the  matter* 
There  the  question  had  remained  until  the  pre- 
sent time;  but  he  (Mr.  Pharazyn)  had  been 
watching  his  opportuni^.  A  change  of  Govern- 
ment had  lately  taken  place,  and  he  now  brought 
the  matter  forward  again,  being  induced  to  do 
so  from  a  conversation  that  he  had  with  the 
Premier  of  the  present  Government,  whom  he 
addressed  on  the  subject,  and  from  whom  he 
had  receiTcd  a  very  satisfactory  answer,  to  this 
effect :  It  was  a  shame  that  these  claims  had 
not  been  acknowledged  long  before — not  only  the 
claims  on  the  West  Coast,  but  those  of  Auckland. 
He  presumed  the  Premier  would  hold  the  same 
opinion  now  as  he  did  then.  From  this  he  was 
led  to  the  belief  that  the  time  had  come  when  the 
settlers  on  the  West  Coast  would  be  listened  to, 
and  some  compensation  given  to  them  either  in 
land  or  otherwise.  A  laidy  of  his  acquaintance 
was  consulted  by  a  young  married  friend  as  to 
how  she  could  get  over  her  differences  vrith  her 
husband,  whom  she  could  never  get  to  do  what 
she  desired.  The  other  lady  said,  "  You  do  not 
go  the  right  way  about  it.*  You  should  worry 
the  man.  Worry,  worry,  worry  j  and  you  can  get 
what  you  like."  That  was  what  he  meant  to  do. 
He  would  worry  every  Government  until  he  got 
his  grievances  redressed,  and  he  was  satisfied  that 
he  would  not  go  down  to  his  grave  in  peace  at 
long  as  this  was  an  open  question.  If  he  did,  he 
ho]^  his  snirit  would  haunt  every  Minister  until 
the  redress  ne  soughtwasmnted. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  ittid  the  prin- 
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ciple  inrolved  in  theBe  claims  was  in  no  wise 
diflVrcnt  from  the  principle  of  war  compensation 
throughout  New  Zealand.  The  system  was  ap- 
plied—  perhaps  foolishly  applied  —  in  the  year 
1864  or  1865,  when  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
money  was  giyen  in  compensation  to  settlers  of 
Taranaki.  it  might  have  struck  the  Ministry 
of  the  day,  perhaps,  that,  if  tl^ey  established 
'  that  principle,  no  amount  of  public  indebtednefs 
would  suflice  to  disDharge  all  the  claims  that 
might  arise  under  it.  The  House  of  Bepresen- 
tat  ires,  becoming  alarmed  in  1867  at  the  growth 
of  these  claims,  had  a  Committee  appointed, 
of  which,  he  thought,  Mr.  TraTers  was  Chair- 
man, and  which  reported  to  the  House.  The 
principle  of  the  recommendation  contained  in 
the  report  had  guided  the  consideration  of  all 
such  claims  from  that  time.  That  principle 
was  comprised  iu  a  few  words :  that  losses . 
created  by  action  of  the  enemy  must  be  con- 
sidered as  misfortunes  to  the  country,  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  compensate ;  but  losses 
created  by  the  action  of  our  own  troops,  through, 
for  instance,  the  pulling  down  of  liouses  to  leave 
a  clear  fire  round  a  fort,  or  anything  of  that  sort, 
ought  to  be  compensated :  and  the  GoTcrnment 
bad  acted  upon  that  principle  ever  since.  Ho 
was  not  aware  that  \\  anganui  stood  in  any  dif- 
ferent position  from  the  East  Coast,  and  ho  should 
think,  in  the  matter  of  compensation,  it  was  not  in 
such  a  good  position,  because  the  East  Coast  had 
never  received  anything  at  all,  whereas  many  of 
the  settlers  of  the  West  Coast  had  been  com- 
pensated in  one  form  or  another.  The  answer 
to  the  question  of  the-  honorable  gentleman 
was  that,  except  as  a  consequence  of  the  dis- 
'tinct  action  of  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature— a  clear  and  distinct  expression  of  opinion 
in  the  direction  of  repealing  the  resolution  of 
the  House  which  had  guided  tliem  so  long — 
the  Government  could  not  give  effect  to  or  bring 
under  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  more 
especially  at  the  present  time  when  the  finances 
were  at  such  a  low  ebb,  any  claims  of  this  kind. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  land  mu&t  be 
given,  but  the  honorable  member  knew  perfectly 
well  that  only  the  other  day  Wangonui  had  to  go 
all  the  way  down  to  Manawatu  to  find  an  endow- 
ment, and  therefore  there  could  not  be  a  solution 
of  the  question  in  that  quarter.  He  was  sorry 
that  people  had  lost  money  and  had  lost  some 

Crs  of  their  lives  on  the  West  Coast ;  but  this 
happened  in  many  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  it  seemed  bqyond  tlie  power  of  the 
Legislature  to  replace  these  settlers  in  the  same 
position  they  were  in  before  the  losses  occured. 
There  was  nothing  difierent  in  principle  between 
these  cases  and  those  that  occurred  in  other 
civilized  countries.  It  would  be  quite  impossible 
for  the  French  to  compensate  those  provinces 
of  France  that  were  devastated  by  the  Franco- 
Prussian  war,  and  in  every  country  in  every 
part  of  the  world  tlie  action  of  the  enemy  was 
looked  upon  as  a  calamity  which  could  not  be 
compensated.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  there 
was  any  precedent  for  compensation  in  these 
cases,  except  that  of  Taranaki,  which  the  colony 
could  not  afibrd  to  repeat. 

Son*  Colonel  Whitmore 


WAIPAWA  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary — (1.)  Whether  the  CK)TeTmn€Bt 
instructed  Mr.  Dromeo,  the  Returning  Officer  for 
the  Riding  of  Waipukurau.  and  Mr.  White,  the 
Returning  Officer  for  the  Riding  of  Porangahan, 
to  return  only  one  member  for  each  of  these  rid- 
ings, instead  of  two  as  directed  by  the  Qoremor's 
Proclamation  contained  in  the  New  Zealamd 
Qatette  of  the  28th  November,  1876  ?  (2.)  If 
they  have  taken  the  advice  of  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  as  to  the  legality  of  such  a  {nrocced- 
ing?  (3.)  What  steps  they  have  taken,  or  in- 
tend to  take,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  k« 
as  to  the  return  of  two  members  to  the  County 
Council  of  Waipawa  for  each  of  the  Ridings  ii 
Waipukurau  and  Porangahau  ?  He  would  bnafl^ 
explain  to  the  Council  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  bring  this  matter  forward.  Honoratie 
gentlemen  would  recollect  that  on  the  2SUi  of 
August  last  he  put  a  question  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  then  represented  the  Gorem- 
ment ;  and,  with  the  permission  of  the  Council, 
he  would  quote  from  Hantard  what  then  took 
place: — 

"  The  Hon.  Mr.  Russell  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  Why,  the  Waipawa  County 
Council  having  been  fixed,  by  Proclamation  ia 
the  yew  Zealand  Gazette  of  28th  November, 
1876,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  the  number 
was  reduced  by  taking  one  member  each  from 
the  Waipukurau  and  Porangahau  Ridings  ?  Bj 
a  Proclamation  in  the  Gazette  of  28tb  Novemb^ 
last  the  County  of  Waipawa  was  divided  into  six 
ridings,  for  three  of  which — Ruataniwha,  Waipu- 
kurau, and  Porangahau — two  members  each  were 
to  be  elected,  and  for  the  other  three  one  member 
each.  The  electors  immediately  proceeded  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  election  on  that  basis; 
but,  within  a  few  days  of  the  nomination  daj, 
a  Mr.  Fannin,  of  Napier,  a  gentleman  who  for 
many  years  was  Superintendent's  Clerk,  sent  in- 
structions to  the  Returning  Officers  at  Waipuku- 
rau and  Porangaliau  that  an  error  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  onlv  one  member  for  each  of 
these  ridings  was  to  be  elected.  The  Returning 
Officer  for  Porangahau,  not  deeming  that  Mr. 
Fannin's  instructions  were  a  sufficient  warrant  for 
him  to  disregard  the  Gazette  notice,  allowed  the 
nomination  of  two  candidates,  and,  no  opposition 
being  made,  they  were  declared  duly  elected.  The 
Returning  Officer  for  Waipukurau,  however,  act- 
ing under  Mr.  Fannin's  instructions,  only  allowed 
one  member  to  be  nominated,  and  therefore  only 
one  was  elected.  The  extra  member  for  Pora- 
ngahau, on  being  told  that  his  election  was  not 
legal,  resigned.  Two  important  ridings  had 
been  deprived,  witliout  any  reason  being  as- 
signed, of  the  additional  member  to  which  thej 
were  entitled  under  the  Gazette  Proclamation. 
No  doubt  the  business  of  the  County  Council 
had  been  very  much  disarranged  by  this  altera- 
tion, as  two  of  the  most  important  districts  had 
not  been  adequately  represented. 

"  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollbn  said  that,  in  a  note 
to  the  New  Zealand  Gazette,  No.  67,  published 
on  the  8th  December,  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  find  the  information  he  desired.    It  ap- 
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peared  Uuit  the  original  number  was  printed  in 
error,  and  that  the  error  had  been  corrected  in 
the  shape  of  an  erratum. 

"The  Hon.  Mr.  Eussbll  aaked  the  Colonial 
Secretary  vrhether  the  original  number  of  two  to 
each  district  was  in  the  draft  of  the  Proclama- 
tion, and  was  afterwards  altered. 

**  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  eould  not  answer  that 
qnention  from  recollection." 

Since  that  time  matters  in  this  Ck>unty  Council 
had  gone  on  from  bad  to  worse,  and  he  might 
say  that  things  were  now  in  a  state  of  deadlock. 
He  saw  by  the  report  of  last  week's  proceedings 
that  three  members,  who  represented  two  northern 
ridings,  not  being  able  to  hare  their  own  way  in 
the  (S>uncil,  simply  put  a  stop  to  all  business  by 
marching  out  of  the  Council-room  in  single  file, 
and  thereby  prerenting  the  transaction  of  any 
business.  He  had  ascertained  lately  that  the 
alteration  in  the  original  Oazette  was  a  yery 
irregular  one,  and,  he  had  reason  to  belioTe, 
ille^.  He  had  also  reason  to  beliere  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  Council  might  be  declared  to 
be  illegal,  and  their  power  to  strike  a  rate  which 
was  necessary  for  providing  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  last  year  might  be  rendered  abortire. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  was  afraid  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  remarks  had  a  tendency  to  be 
argumentatiTe ;  he  would  only  be  in  order  in  re- 
ferring to  facts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUSSELL  would  conclude  by 
eayine  that  it  was  with  the  view  of  haying  some 
remedy  apphed  to  the  state  of  things  he  had  de- 
scribed that  he  brought  this  matter  again  before 
the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  he 
would  answer  the  honorable  gentleman's  ques- 
tion categorically.  In  reply  to  the  first  question 
he  might  say  that  the  two  telegrams  instructing 
the  two  Returning  OiBocrs  referred  to  to  return 
only  one  Councillor  were  on  record,  and  he  pro- 
duced copies.  With  regard  to  the  second  ques- 
tion, the  late  Gofemment  did  not  appear  to  haTe 
taken  the  adrice  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  proceeding,  but,  as  far  as 
he  could  trace,  the  instructions  to  the  Returning 
Officers  were  given  on  their  own  motion.  The 
honorable  genUeman  asked  what  steps  had  been 
taken,  or  were  intended  to  be  taken.  He  was 
not  in  a  position  to  tell  the  honorable  gentleman 
what  steps  the  GoTemment  might  take  in  this 
matter.  They  had  only  just  come  into  office ;  they 
had  had  other  matters  to  occupy  their  minds  and 
their  attention,  and  bad  not  been  able  to  consider 
the  question  yery  fully ;  but  the  honorable  gentle- 
man might  depend  upon  it  that  as  soon  as  they 
had  time,  and  understood  the  law  clearly  on  the 
subject,  they  would  take  such  steps  as  were  neoes- 
sanr  and  legal  in  the  matter. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  RUSSELL, 
it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
this  Council  the  original  Oatette  proclaiming  the 
divisions  of  the  County  of  Waipawa,  and  the 
repreaentation  of  the  different  ridmgs  of  the  said 
county,  together  with  a  copy  of  2X  correspon- 
dence on  the  subject  of  any  changes  of  such 
representation,  or  of  boundaries  of  such  ridings, 
with  any  minutes  relating  to  such  changes. 


WASTE  LANDS  COMMITTEE. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL.— Sir,  in 
asking  that  my  name  may  be  taken  off  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  I  will  endeavour  not  to  say 
a  word  which  would  renew  any  irritation  thi^ 
unfortimately  might  have  existed  in  the  minds  of 
honorable  members  in  consequence  of  what  lately 
occurred ;  but  I  find  it  impossible,  consistent  with 
my  own  honor  and  self-respect,  to  continue  any 
longer  on  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  On  the 
day  I  had  the  honor  to  take  my  seat  in  this 
Council,  I  found  a  motion  before  the  Council 
for  the  appointment  of  the  Waste  Lands  Com* 
mittee;  and  the  Council  determined  to  proceed 
to  the  election  of  that  Committee  by  ballot.  It 
was  not  until  some  time  afterwards  that  I  be- 
came awaie  of  the  reasons  which  had  actuated 
honorable  members  in  desiring  that  that  method 
should  be  pursued,  and  I  may  say  that  I  entirely 
disapprove  of  that  mode  of  election,  because  I 
think  that  all  the  important  Sessional  Commit- 
tees, and  especially  those  in  which  large  measures 
have  to  be  considered,  should  be  nominated  by 
the  Executive  Oovemment,  who  are  properly  re- 
sponsible for  the  names  they  suegest.  it  is  no 
part  of  what  I  have  to  say  to  reflect  on  the  rea- 
sons which  actuated  honorable  members  in  taking 
the  course  they  then  did.  My  own  duty  was 
simply  to  fulfil  that  part  of  the  work  which  the 
Council  placed  on  me ;  and  throughout  the  ses- 
sion I  have  given  assiduous  attention  to  the  work 
of  the  Committee.  I  was  not  aware,  not  baring 
preriously  had  a  seat  in  the  Council,  of  the  prac- 
tice to  refer  a  large  class  of  Bills  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  which,  so  far  as  I  could  judge, 
were  hardly  within  the  scope  of  the  Standing 
Order  relating  to  that  Committee  ;  but  I  acoeptea 
the  work  as  I  found  it,  and,  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  did  the  best  I  could  vrith 
it.  I  should  not  have  mentioned  this  if  it  were 
not  for  the  references  which  were  made  to  the 
Committee  the  other  day.  I  only  wish,  in  justi- 
fication of  the  course  I  took  in  that  matter,  a 
course  which  I  pointed  out  was  on  that  occasion 
entirely  accidental,  to  cay  there  was  no  idea  on 
my  part  of  taking  any  action  whatever  in  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  to  the  advantage  of  the 
pastoral  tenants.  Sir,  it  is  mere  affectation  and 
nonsense  to  pretend  we  do  not  know  that  it  was 
that  question  which  actuated  honorable  members 
on  the  occasion  I  am  referring  to.  But  so  far 
from  talking,  or  intending  to  take,  any  part  what- 
ever in  the  Committee  to  the  advantage  of  the 
pastoral  tenants,  I  have,  from  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  inflexibly  refused  to  have  anything  what- 
ever to  do  with  any  proposal,  coming  from  what- 
ever source  it  might,  which  either  gave  new 
advantages  to  the  pastoral  tenants,  or  which 
sought  to  seize  the  occasion  of  the  passage  of  a 
Bill  throuffh  this  part  of  the  Leffislatnre  to  in- 
terpolate clauses  which  had  not  been  passed  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  most  ea^ 
solicitations  were  made  to  me  to  use  any  in- 
fluence I  might  have  in  the  Committee  to  bring 
forward  particular  views,  and  to  every  one  of 
those  solicitations  I  gave  the  same  inflexible 
rffusal.  I  approved  of  the  principles  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  and  I  wished  to  giye  them  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


680 


Watte  Land* 


[COUNCIL.] 


%JUwH^K99(vff» 


[BxaS 


lojal  effect.  The  onh  thioff — and  of  thii  I  made 
no  leoret — which  I  wanted  to  bring  before  the 
Watte  Lands  Committee  in  which  the  paatoral 
tenants  were  in  anj  way  interested,  was  an  amend- 
ment in  the  Bill  enabling  anj  one,  who  claimed 
to  hare  a  right  under  the  existing  law,  to  hare 
the  question  and  extent  of  that  right  tried  in  the 
Supreme  Court ;  and  my  reason  n>r  that  amend- 
ment was,  that  I  possessed,  and,  Sir,  I  now  hold 
in  my  hand,  accumulated  and  irresistiUe  proof 
that  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  the  ProTince  of. 
Otago  haye  deliberately,  knowingly,  and  inten- 
tionally yiolated  the  existing  law,  and  that  these 
yiolations  of  the  law  nre  matters  of  public  scandal, 
which  they  do  not  themselyes  deny.  I  shall,  if 
necessary,  quote  from  the  records  of  their  own 
proceedings,  which  they  cannot  deny,  to  show  that 
they  haye  been  acting  contrary  to  law.  I  wished, 
I  repeat,  to  giye  an  opportunity  to  any  one  who 
may  deem  himself  aggneyed  by  the  action  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  to  haye  ms  case  tried  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  I  had  no  other  objeot,  and  no 
intention  to  adyocate  any  interest  whateyer  in  tlie 
Committee  connected  with  the  pastoral  tenants. 
Kow,  Sir,  what  happened  here  a  day  or  two  ago 
would  hardly  haye  been  of  itfelf  a  justification 
for  my  asking  the  Council  to  relieye  me  from 
Inrth^  attendance  on  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee; that  was  a  merely  personal  matter;  I 
am  going  on  public  grounds  now.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  supposed  that  I  am  saying  anything  offen- 
liye  to  the  honorable  and  gaUant  gentleman 
opposite,  when  I  point  out  that,  on  the  yery  same 
day  on  which  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman 
moyed  the  second  reading  of  the  Land  Bill  in 
this  Council,  one  of  his  colleagues  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  was  moying  another  Bill 
the  effect  of  which  is  absolutely  to  repeal  this 
Bill :  and  it  appeared  to  me  an  unwise  course  to 
precipitate  legislation  upon  the  matter,  and  not 
allow  both  measures  to  go  before  the  Waste 
LMids  Committee,  which,  in  eyery  instance  be- 
fore this  one,  had  been  specially  charged  with 
the  duty  of  examining  Bills  affecting  the  public 
lands.  Sir,  I  could  not  use  more  eloquent  or 
more  approriate  words  to  express  my  meanng 
than  those  which  I  will  now  take  the  liberty 
of  reading : — 

"  I  think  that  a  measure  of  so  much  importance 
to  the  whole  country  should  not  haye  been 
thrown  down  on  the  floor  of  this  Council  on  the 
third  or  fourth  day  before  the  termination  of  the 
session.  There  is  no  Bill  more  proper  to  be  first 
introduced  into  the  Legislatiye  Council  than  a 
Waste  Lands  Bill ;  and  it  has  been  kept  back, 
kept  back,  all  the  time  that  we  haye  been  asking 
to  haye  business  brought  before  us.  I  do  not 
think  that  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  which  we  are 
disposed  always  to  enter  into  with  a  liberal  spirit, 
and  with  the  utmost  desire  to  giye  fair-play  to 
the  existing  claims  of  early  settlers,  clauses  of 
that  kind  should  be  hurried  into  this  Council  in 
the  last  few  days  of  the  session." 

These  are  not  my  words  ;  they  are  words  used 
by  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  last  ses- 
sion, when  he  manfully  reslBted  the  efforts  of  the 
Goyemment  to  ruth  a  new  Land  Bill,  exactly  as 
we  are  doing  now,  through  the  Council  without 
Son.  Sir  F,  Dillon  S0II 


inyestigation.  If  the  Council  adopt  this  prece- 
dent of  accepting  legislation  that  comes  up  from 
the  House  of  I&presentatiyes,  on  large  matters 
affecting  the  welfare  and  interests  of  the  eoontry, 
in  the  last  days  of  the  sestion,  and  refute  to  giye 
them  full  consideration,  I  think  we  shall  be  en- 
tering upon  a  slippery  path,  which  will  neiiher 
add  to  the  reputation  or  the  Council  nor  to  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  fiumess  of  our  de- 
liberations. By  tnis  Land  Bill  immense  changes 
are  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  existing  state  of 
the  law,  and  new  relations  are  to  be  created  be- 
tween the  yarious  classes  of  the  oommunigr-  I 
still  think  theoe  are  questions  which  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  should  haye  an  opportunity  of 
inyestigating.  I  still  think  the  Committee  should 
haye  an  opportunity  of  odlating  the  yarioua  laws 
about  to  he  repealed 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRBTT.— I  rise  to  a  pcnnt 
of  order.  I  think  this  is  a  long  lecture  we  nre 
receiying  on  a  matter  quite  irreleyant  to  the  mo- 
tion of  my  honorable  friend.  I  am  sure  our 
time  is  yenr  precious  to  all  of  us,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  should  take  up  the  time  of  the  Coanctl 
with  matter  irreleyant  to  the  subject  before  the 
Council. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honor- 
able member  is  quite  in  order  in  giying  his  rea- 
sons. He  will  no  doubt  consider  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  important  work  before  us. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.  — If  the  Hon.  Sir 
Dillon  Bell  will  not  go  on  with  his  address,  I 
hope  he  will  pardon  me  for  expressing  a  desire 
that  he  will  not  persist  in  pressing  his  mo- 
tion, because  I  am  sure  that  the  Council,  when  it 
pasted  the  resolution  referred  to,  was  actuated 
mainly  by  the  desire  to  enter  fairly  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  large  question  that  is  now  before 
us.  That  question  is  one  that  touches  eyery 
member  of  the  Council  so  closely  that  we  all  felt 
it  was  our  duty  to  giye  the  greatest  possible  at- 
tention to  the  subject.  In  fulfilment  of  that 
responsibility  I  myself  went  through  the  Bill  with 
the  most  patient  industry,  and  spent  hours  in 
studying  it.  I  will  go  further,  ana  declare  that, 
when  the  honorable  gentlemim  addressed  the 
Council,  the  impression  on  my  mind  was  that  he 
simply  wished  uiat  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion should  be  appreciated  by  the  Council ;  and 
that,  if  the  Council  wished  it,  he  was  prepared  to 
go  on  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  in  full 
Committee.  I  am  the  last  man  in  the  Council 
who  would  with  to  interrupt  any  of  the  ordinary 
stages  of  business  in  cases  of  this  kind,  and  in 
yotmg  as  I  did  I  was  really  under  the  impression, 
which  now  appears  to  haye  been  a  mistaken  one, 
that  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  desired  that  the  (x>nsideratioD 
of  the  Bill  should  be  taken  in  full  Committee  of 
the  Council.  I  aeked  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee how  he  wished  me  to  yote ;  but  it  appears 
that  I  Toted  contrary  to  his  wishes.  If  so,  it 
only  goes  in  further  explanation  of  the  hat  Uiat 
the  general  bearing  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's addrest  on  this  question  may  haye  been 
mitunderstood  by  others  as  wdl  as  myself.  I 
therefore  think  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  withdraw  hie  motion,  and  I  am  sure  that 
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no  member  of  the  Council  meant  any  disrespect 
to  him  qr  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  in  the 
way  they  yoted.  All  these  thinf^s  must  be  ruled 
by  a  spirit  of  compromise,  and  I  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  be  content  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  so  long  as  it  i«  aoknowledced  by 
all  members  of  the  Conncil  that  we  should  giye 
this  question  most  conscientious  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB.— I  may  say  that 
there  is  not  a  single  runholder  in  Ota^o  or  South- 
land who  would  for  a  moment  imagine  that  the 
Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  would  take  advantage  of 
his  position  in  the  Council  to  get  a  benefit  for 
them.  On  the  contrary,  their  dread  is  that  he 
will  do  something  to  their  great  injury.  During 
the  last  few  days  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
thrown  the  whole  of  the  assessment  upon  the 
Crown  tenants  instead  of  on  the  Crown  land. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— I  hope  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  consent  to  withdraw 
his  motion  as  he  has  been  asked  to  do  by  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace.  I  roust  say  that  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  him  terminate  the  session,  which  he 
has  distinguished  by  yery  hard  work  on  some  of 
the  most  laborious  Committees,  by  resigning  his 
seat  on  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  when  all 
the  work  of  the  session  is  oyer.  Tbey  haye  had 
a  yery  laborious  time  of  it,  and  no  honorable 
gentleman  has  been  more  constant  in  his  at- 
tendance than  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  and  I 
am  sure  that  on  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
and  on  its  yarious  proceedings  he  has  left  his 
mark.  The  honorable  gentleman  obsenred  that 
last  session  I  complainea  of  the  practice  of  bring- 
ing most  important  Bills  into  this  Council  in  the 
last  week  of  the  session.  I  did  complain  of  it, 
and  I  complained  of  it  again  this  session,  but  at 
the  right  end  of  the  session.  I  did  not  complain 
when  the  thing  was  unayoidable ;  but  I  begged  of 
the  Goyernment  to  bring  in  as  many  of  their 
more  important  Bills  as  possible  into  tne  Coimcil 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  because  then  the 
probabilities  were  that  we  should  not  be  yery 
much  pressed  at  the  end.  The  circumstances  of 
this  Gt>yemment  are  such,  haying  taken  the  duties 
of  the  Goyemment  in  the  fourth  month  of  the 
session,  that  it  would  be  really  unreasonable  for 
honorable  members  to  complain  that  the  Goyem- 
ment brought  serious  business  in  at  the  yery  end. 
They  found  all  the  business  in  abeyance.  No- 
thing had  been  done  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  session,  except  the  passing  of  that  yaluable 
measure  the  Crossed  Cheques  Bill.  I  belieye  that 
was  the  only  Bill  passed,  although  there  were 
some  yery  important  measures  before  the  House, 
and  partly  through.  This  Land  Bill  was  one  of 
those  measures,  and  we  haye  pushed  it  forward, 
and  managed  also  to  forward  all  the  business  in- 
troduced by  priyate  members,  which  has  been  yery 
considerable  this  session.  It  is  unreasonable  to 
blame  us  for  the  fact  that,  unless  members  will 
consent  to  sit  for  a  longer  period,  we  are  obliged 
to  bring  in  the  whole  business  during  the  present 
week.  This  happens  to  be  the  last  week  of  the 
session,  simply  because  pressure  is  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Goyemment  to  make  it  the  last  week 
of  the  session.  It  is  only  out  of  consideration 
for  Parliament  that  we  talk  about  the  prorogation 


taking  place.  But  it  is  quite  in  the  hands  of 
Parliament  itself,  because  the  Goyemment  will 
not  prorogue  till  their  more  important  measures 
are  passed  or  rejected.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  said  that  floy  colleague  in  another  place  has 
brought  in  a  measure  to  repeal  this  Land  Bill.  I 
hope,  when  that  measure  makes  its  appearance  in 
this  Council,  he  will  not  insist  upon  that  yiew. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  that,  if  this  Bill 
went  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  he  thought 
it  would  saye  time.  It  is  because  I  entertain 
a  contrary  opinion  that  I  moyed  that  the  Bill 
should  not  be  considered  there.  I  do  not  deny 
that  it  is  sometimes  a  oonyenient  way,  so  long  as 
we  haye  practical  reasons  for  belieying  that  the 
Council  will  accept  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
to  send  measures  before  tnat  Committee ;  but  we 
know  perfectly  well,  and,  indeed,  we  haye  been 
told  by  many  honorable  gentlemen,  that  they 
do  not  intend  to  accept  the  report  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  as  final.  If  that  is  the  case, 
what  is  to  be  gained  by  haying  two  sets  of  argu- 
ments, one  in  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  and 
another  in  the  Council,  on  the  same  subject  ?  If 
there  is  anything  that  requires  yerification  that 
cannot  be  done  here,  it  will  always  be  open  to  the 
Council  to  relegate  that  particidsr  matter  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee.  I  think,  therefore,  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  find  that  if  honorable 
members  go  thoroughly  into  the  matter  in  the 
Council  a  great  deal  of  time  will  bo  sayed.  Honor- 
able gentlemen  may  depend  that  they  will  haye 
ample  time  to  consider  the  proyisions  of  the  Bill. 
I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  not  entertain 
the  idea  that  any  reflection  was  intended  to  be 
cast  on  him.  He  is  the  last  man  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  on  whom  I  should  be  disposed 
to  cast  such  a  reflection,  because,  though  he  was 
practically  unknown  to  this  Council  when  he  was 
appointed  to  it,  he  has  since  worked  so  extremely 
hard  that  the  impression  he  has  left  on  the 
minds  of  honorable  members  is  that  he  is  one 
of  the  most  yaluable  members  we  haye  oyer  had 
on  that  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  was  not  so  sar- 
prised  at  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  asking  to 
be  remoyed  from  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
as,  I  dare  say,  he  will  be  at  my  opposing  the 
motion  he  has  made.  I  am  not  surprised  at  his 
taking  this  action,  because  I  am  credibly  in- 
formal that  this  Committee  has  been,  by  some 
extraordinary  misoonoeption  of  the  facts,  said  to 
be  a  ''  packed  "  Committee.  Now,  an  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  like  to  be  a  member  of  a 
"  packed  "  Committee.  I  drew  attention  to  the 
use  of  the  word ;  but  probably  I  ought  to  haye 
moyed  that  the  words  should  be  taken  down.  I 
confess  that  I  think  the  application  of  such  a 
word  to  a  Committee  appointed  by  ballot  in  this 
Council  was  not  respectful  not  only  to  the  Com- 
mittee, but  to  the  Council.  I  hope  the  Hon. 
Sir  Dillon  Bell  will  not  retire  from  a  position 
which  he  has  filled  so  ably  during  the  whole 
session.  Nobody  in  the  Council  could  expect 
such  thorough  and  intelligent  inyestigation  as  is 
got  from  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell.  It  is  now 
thirty  years  since  the  honorable  gentleman  first 
directed  his  attention  to  the  sabject,  and  I  am 
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quite  sare,  although  I  have  not  the  honor  of  a 
seat  on  that  Committee,  that  the  members  of  the 
Committee  must  confess  the  value  of  his  services. 
I  fehall  oppose  the  motion,  because  I  think  it 
would  be  more  becoming  and  more  dignified  to 
that  Committee,  and  would  tend  more  to  main- 
tain the  respect  which  we  feel  for  it,  if,  notwith- 
standing that  by  an  accidental  decision  of  this 
Council — a  decision  wliich,  I  think,  will  not  always 
be  looked  upon  with  satisfaction — that  Committee 
has  been  relieved  from  the  discharge  of  its  most 
important  function,  it  should  remain  there  ready 
to  do  its  duty.  I  hope  that  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  not  withdraw  his  motion  the  Coun- 
cil will  refuse  to  allow  his  name  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON.— It  was  not  mj 
intention  to  have  spoken  on  this  motion  were  it 
not  for  a  few  words  which  fell  from  the  last 
speaker.  I  cannot  allow  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  go  uncontradicted.  I 
did  not  intend  to  say  anything  that  would  be 
disrespectful  to  the  Council  when  I  made  use  of 
the  word  "packed."  What  I  meant  was  that 
there  had  been  preconcerted  action  preyiously  to 
the  election  of  the  gentleman  proposed  to  sit  on 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  1  had  good  reasons 
for  stating  that.  When  I  was  called  to  order  by 
the  honorable  .and  gallant  gentleman  opposite  I 
challenged  him  to  stand  up  and  deny  what  I 
stated.  I  was  perfectly  willing  to  withdraw  every 
word  I  said  reflecting  on  the  action  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  in  this  Council  if  what  I  said 
could  be  denied;  but  I  knew  it  could  not  be 
denied.  As  I  explained  on  a  previous  occasion,  I 
had  no  intention  of  reflecting  on  any  honorable 
gentleman.  I  have  perfect  confidence  in  eyery 
member  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee;  but 
honorable  gentlemen  must  know  how  difficult  and 
indeed  impossible  it  is  for  people  to  give  that 
amount  of  fair  consideration  which  is  necessary 
to  an  important  subject,  when  it  is  believed 
by  the  outside  public  that  they  are  directly  in- 
terested. Again,  the  action  taken  made  it  ap- 
pear that  the  runs  were  the  only  questions  in- 
volved in  the  consideration  of  this  Waste  Lands 
Bill ;  but  there  are  other  large  interests  quite 
as  great,  in  my  opinion,  as  that  question,  and 
action  had  been  taken  in  this  matter  on  one 
or  two  occasions  in  which  I  was  placed  in 
anything  but  an  enviable  position.  I  say,  if 
any  honorable  gentleman  in  this  Council  had 
been  brought  forward  prominently  once  or  twice 
in  connection  with  the  election  of  this  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  and  had  been  black-balled  in 
the  way  I  have  been,  he  would  have  felt  it  quite 
as  much  as  I  did.  On  one  occasion  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Menzies  proposed  that  he  should  have  leave 
of  absence  for  the  rest  of  the  session,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  he  suggested  that  his  name 
should  be  withdravm  from  the  Committee,  and 
another  honorable  gentleman  proposed  in  lien  of 
him.  I  did  not  maJce  any  objection  at  the  time, 
but  I  think  it  was  quite  out  of  order  and  out 
of  place  for  any  honorable  gentleman  to  take 
upon  himself  to  do  that.  I  think  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  have  proposed  a 
member  of  the  Committee ;  but  I  have  reason  for 
Hon,  Mr.  Mantell 


knowing  that  an  arrangement  liad  been  made, 
and  I  know  that  honorable  gentlemen  have  been 
asked  to  vote  for  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller.  Most 
honorable  members  were  completely  taken  by 
surprise.  As  far  as  I  was  concerned  I  did  not 
care  about  being  on  the  Committee,  and  I  never 
particularly  wished  to  be  on  it.  But  when  the 
Council  reused  to  place  me  on  the  Commit- 
tee I  could  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than 
that  honorable  gentlemen  were  not  bo  liberal 
towards  me  as  I  was  willing  to  be  towards  them. 
I  believed  that  they  would  give  a  fair  and 
conscientious  report  in  favour  of  what  they  be- 
lieved to  be  the  best  for  the  country  ;  but  it 
seemed  that  they  did  not  think  I  would  do  the 
same,  and  they  appeared  to  look  on  me  with  a 
degree  of  suspicion.  I  was  therefore  irritated, 
and  perhaps  used  the  word  "  packed  "  instead  of 
merely  saying  that  preconcerted  action  had  been 
taken  with  regard  to  the  election  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  sorry  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Pillon 
Bell  proposes  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee.  He  haa  distantly  al- 
luded to  some  remarks  which  fell  from  roe,  but  I 
assure  him,  as  I  have  assured  him  previously, 
that  I  had  no  idea  that  ho  could  take  any  remark 
I  made  to  himself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  wish  to  state  that  I 
share  the  regret  expressed  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Dil- 
lon Bell  should  ask  to  have  his  name  withdrawn 
from  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  I  do  not  agree 
with  some  honorable  members  who  contend  that 
he  has  no  just  ground  of  complaint.  I  venture 
to  think,  with  the  greatest  possible  respect  to  the 
CouncU,  that  he  and  other  members  of  tbe  Waste 
Lands  Committee  have  very  strong  reason  to 
complain ;  and,  although  I  have  not  taken  tbe 
step  taken  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  I  sin- 
cerely trust  that  in  future  sessions  I  shall  never 
be  asked  to  sit  on  that  Committee.  Though  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  remain  on  the  Committee  for  this 
session,  I  shall  in  future  sessions  beg  the  Council 
to  exonerate  me  from  that  duty.  If  on  the 
present  occasion  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  per- 
sists in  his  desire  to  be  relieved  from  sitting  on 
the  Committee,  I  do  not  think  the  Council  should 
refuse  his  request.  I  therefore  trust  the  modoD 
will  be  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Motion  negatived. 

OAMARU  RECREATION  RESERVE. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name,  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  this  question  of 
tbe  leasing  of  a  portion  of  the  recreation  reserve 
at  Oamaru  to  Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr  had  laid 
their  report  on  the  table.  The  report  recom- 
mended that  the  lease  giren  to  those  gentlemen 
should  be  cancelled.  It  appeared  that  the  adver- 
tisement, which  was  published  on  the  I7th  Sep- 
tember, 1877)  offering  these  sites  to  the  public, 
did  not  include,  ana  could  not  possibly  have 
been  understood  by  the  general  public  to  include, 
the  site  in  the  Town  of  Oamaru  which  had  been 
now  leased  to  Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr.  For  that 
reason,  and  for  other  reasons  which  the  Com- 
mittee gathered  from  the  evidence  before  themi 
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they  reoommended,  in  terms  of  the  report,  that 
the  lease  should  be  cancelled. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  report  of  the  Oommittee  upon  the  lease  of 
a  portion  of  a  recreation  reserre  at  Oamaru  to 
Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr,  laid  on  the  table  on 
Saturday,  the  1st  December,  be  agreed  to;  and 
that  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  the  Groyemment  for 
their  consideration." — (Ho»,  Mr,  Miller.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  wished  to  ask  what 
course  was  to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  his  motion, 
which  he  moTea  some  time  ago,  to  the  eifect 
that  the  lease  granted  to  Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr 
should  be  cancelled.  He  might  state  that  Mr. 
Ormond,  the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
appeared  before  the  Committee  and  stated  dis- 
tinctly that  he  nerer  intended  that  such  sites 
should  be  let  except  in  country  districts.  An 
advertisement  had  been  published,  in  addition  to 
the  one  he  had  read  on  a  previous  occasion,  but 
it  was  merely  to  the  effect  that  sites  for  stores 
might  be  let  in  country  districts.  In  evidence  it 
was  distinctly  stated  that  it  was  never  intended  to 
let  sites  for  such  purposes  in  towns  like  Oamaru, 
Timaru,  Christchurcn,  and  Dunedin.  The  irre- 
sftBtible  conclusion  was,  that  the  public  were  not 
aware  that  the  sites  were  to  be  leased,  and  that 
the  lease  to  Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr  should  be  can- 
celled. Besides,  there  were  other  considerations. 
The  land  in  question  would,  he  believed,  be  re- 
quired for  railway  purposes,  and  it  would  be  a 
l^reat  mistake  to  let  any  land  in  that  locality  and 
interfere  with  the  railway.  He  wished  now  to 
ask  what  would  become  of  his  motion,  seeing  that 
it  had  been  affirmed  that  the  lease  should  be  can- 
celled.   

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIUAMSON  would  have  liked 
the  report  to  have  been  fuller,  and  to  have  stated 
what  had  been  done  on  the  land.  The  Qovem- 
ment  might  have  made  a  mistake  in  letting  the 
land.  The  report  did  not  say  whether  the  build- 
ings were  erected  or  not,  and  it  might  be  a  very 
expensive  arrangement  for  the  country  to  annul 
the  lease. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  explanation,  said  it 
was  considered  that  nothing  had  been  done,  and 
that,  the  Government  having  power  to  revoke  the 
lease  on  giving  three  months'  notice,  that  course 
should  M  acbpted  whatever  were  the  conse- 
quences. 

The  Hon.  the  SPBAKBB  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes  had  asked  what  would  be  the  effect,  if  this 
resolution  were  carried,  of  the  previous  motion 
of  the  26th  Kovember — namely,  ''That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council,  the  lease  granted  to 
Messrs.  Hay  and  Barr  of  a  portion  of  the  Be- 
creation  Beserve,  Oamaru,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  agrain  store  thereon,  should  be  can- 
celled. There  was  an  amendment  then  moved 
and  carried,  that  the  question  should  be  remitted 
to  the  consideration  of  a  Select  Committee.  That 
Committee  brought  up  its  report,  and  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Council  was,  the  adoption  or 
otherwise  of  that  report^ 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  the  three  months'  notice  required 
by  law  would  be  given,  and  that  the  buildings  that 
were  on  the  land  at  the  time  the  notice  was  re- 
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ceived  would  have  to  be  purchased  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  was  surprised  that  the  late  Minister 
for  Public  Works  should  not  have  perceived  the 
hornets'  nest  he  was  raising  when  he  did  this. 
The  department,  however,  felt  that  there  was 
some  difficulty  in  getting  storage  for  the  railway 
at  Oamaru,  and  greater  inconvenience  in  that 
respect  existed  than  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  be- 
lieved. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  18. — Land  Boards  established. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUC£XEY  moved  the  omission 
of  the  words,  ''  nor  more  than  five,"  and,  *'  all  of 
whom  shall  be  appointed  and  shall  be  removable 
from  time  to  time  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of 
the  Governor,"  with  the  view  to  insert  the  words, 
"  namely,  the  Chief  Surveyor  and  the  Collector  of 
Customs  resident  within  the  said  district." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ; "  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes 
Noes 

Minority  for 


18 
7 

11 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  0.  B.  Johnson, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Sir  J.  L.  C.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Bobinson, 

Mr.  Bussell, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Wiffley, 

Mr.  WiUiuni 

Mr.  Wilson. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Peter. 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  moved,  That  the  fol- 
lowing proviso  be  added  to  the  clause:  "Pro- 
Tided  that  no  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Board." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  proviso  be  added  to 
the  clause ;  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes 

Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Acland, 
Captain  BaUlie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Fraser, 


18 


Atxs. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mautell, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
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Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 

Lieut.-ColoneI  Kenny, 


Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Widey, 
Mr.  Wifiiamson, 
Mr.  Wilson. 


Noes. 
Mr.  Ednrards,  I  <Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Hart,  |  Mr.  Russell. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Progress  was  reported,  aud  leaye  obtained  to 
sit  again. 

The   Oounoil  adjourned   at  half-past   eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  RBPEBSENTATIVE8. 

Monday,  Zrd  December,  1877. 

Fint  Beadings— Lrell  Wat«r  Sapplf — Balohitha  Bftthray 
— Ormond  If  ilitur  Settlera—Tapmll  Family^WMte 
Lands  Sale  Bill— Defences  of  the  Colonj— Finanoial 
Arrangements  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfeaebb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Public  Reyenues  Bill  No.  2,  Timaru  and  Glad- 
stone Board  of  Works  Bill. 

LYELL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Dr.  HENRY  asked  the  Goremment,  If  they 
.will  place  the  sum  of  £300  upon  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  to  supplement  the  water  sup- 
ply at  the  Lyell  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  inquiries  were 
being  made  into  the  matter,  and,  if  it  were  found 
that  it  would  be  adTisable  to  gire  the  sum  asked 
for,  provision  would  be  made  in  the  Estimates 
for  it. 

BALOLUTHA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  THOMSON  asked  the  GoTemment,  Whe- 
ther the  line  between  Baldutha  Bridge  and  Bal- 
dutha  has  been  opened,  as  Mr.  Blair,  on  the  24th 
October  last,  said  it  would  be ;  and,  if  the  line  is 
not  yet  opened,  when  it  will  be  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  could  not  better 
answer  the  question  tlian  by  reading  the  follow- 
ing telegram  which  he  had  reoeiyMl  from  Mr. 
Blair  on  the  subject : — "  Line  cannot  be  finished 
before  middle  of  January  next.  Contractor  using 
every  exertion  to  complete  in  time." 

ORMOND  MILITARY  SETTLERS. 

Captain  MORRIS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Crown  Lands,  When  the  Crown  grants  for  the 
lands  awarded  to  military  settlers  at  Ormond  will 
be  issued  P  

Mr.  MACANDREW  replied  that  the  grants 
to  military  settlers  were  forwarded  to  the  Crown 
Lands  Office  in  Auckland  some  five  years  ago,  so 
that  they  might  be  prepared.  However,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  incorrectness  of  the  plan,  the 
grants  were  not  prepared.  He  understood  that 
a  correct  map  was  forwarded  to  that  office  in 
August  last,  and  he  presumed  the  grants  were 
Hon.  Mr,  Holmu 


now  being  prepared.  They  liad  not  reaidifld  (hs 
Land  Office  in  Wellington,  but  he  wonM  make 
inquiries  about  them, 

TAPSALL  FAMILY. 

Captain  MORRIS  adred  "the  Natirc  Miiiialer, 
When  an  inquiipr  will  be  ordered  into  the  cass 
of  the  claims  of  the  Tapsall  family  to  certain 
lands  in  Waikato,  with  a  view  of  givii^  compen- 
sation, as  recommended  by  the  Native  Affun 
Committee  on  the  7th  August,  1877  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  rephed  that  the^  daims  had 
been  considered  by  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, and  they  had  recommended  th&t  oompoi- 
sation  should  be  given  to  the  Tapsalls  for  ai^ 
loss  sustained  by  them  in  refrainine  from  attend- 
ing the  sitting  of  the  Court  in  Waikato.  The  re- 
commendation of  the  Committee  would  be  carried 
out  during  the  recess. 

WASTE  LANDS  SALE  BILL. 

▲DJOFBNEB  DBBATE. 

Major  ATKINSON.—I  understood,  when  the 
House  adjourned  on  Saturday,  that  the  Waste 
Lands  Sale  Bill,  the  Financial  Arrangements  BiO, 
and  the  New  ZeaUnd  Loan  Bill  would  be  de- 
bated together,  and  that  a  statement  was  to  be 
made  upon  the  Financial  Arrangements  BilL 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  do  not  think  that  was  the 
understanding. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. —  The  three  Bills  can  be 
dealt  with  separately. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  understood  that  if  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  were  carried  the  others  might 
be  agreed  to,  and  then  the  House  could  go  into 
Committee  on  these  Bills. 

Major  ATKINSON.—I  understood  the  object 
of  each  party  was  to  save  time.  After  the  Gfo* 
vemment  had  explained  their  policy  a  debate 
could  take  place  on  this  Bill,  and  the  House  need 
not  debate  the  other  two  Bills.  However,  if  the 
Government  prefer  that  each  Bill  should  be  de- 
bated, we  can  do  so.  I  move,  That  this  Order  of 
the  day  be  postponed  until  after  the  Financial 
Arrangements  Bill  has  been  considered. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  certainly  object  to  this  pro- 
posal altogether.  The  understanding  was  that 
the  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill  should  not  be  com- 
mitted until  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  when  they  could  be  tak«n 
together  iu  Committee.  Now  the  honoiabls 
gentleman  wishes  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  and  go  into  Com' 
mittee  before  we  read  the  Waste  Lands  Sale  BiH. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill  msj 
be  read  a  second  time,  and  the  committal  post- 
poned until  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill  has 
been  read  a  second  time,  when  the  House  can  so 
into  Committee  on  the  two  Bills.  That  woiud 
be  a  fair  compromise. 

Major  ATKINSON.—I  have  no  objection  to 
that  course,  so  long  as  we  debate  them  together. 
I  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  motion  on  that 
understanding. 

Leavegranted,  and  motion  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WT  WOOD.— This  is  a  rather  inconvenient 
armngement.    The  Bill  may  be  so  anangsdthit 
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it  will  Dofe  be  injnzioas  to  the  part  of  the  colony  I 
bare  the  honor  to  represent.  Until  I  get  some 
promise  I  shall  feel  myself  bound  to  Tote  against 
the  Bill.  If  I  make  no  speech  now,  and  allow 
the  second  reading  to  be  taken,  I  shall  hold 
myself  at  liberty  to  have  the  Bill  amended. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  shall  be  quite  in 
order  in  taking  the  debate  on  the  question  that 
you  do  leave  the  chair  ? 

Mr.  SPEAESR.— It  is  quite  competent  to  de- 
bate the  whole  question  on  the  motion  that  I  do 
leaTe  the  chair. 

Question  put,  "That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time  ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  residt : — 

Ayes         ,         ...        30 

Noes         26 


Miyorityfor 

4 

Ayw.                     "" 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Balance, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Kr.Barff, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Bryoe, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Oarrington, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  FiSier, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Wooloock. 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Maomdiew, 

TeUer9, 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Stout. 

No 

ES. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.Retd, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Fox, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  GKbbs, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Tesohemaker, 

Mr.  Hursthouae, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Williams. 

Mr,  Lumsden, 

Mr.  McLean, 

IVWer#. 

Mr.  Moorhonse, 

Mr.  Fitiroy, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  RoUeeton. 

Pa] 

[B8. 

For. 

Against, 

Mr.  Bastings, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  HodgUnson, 

Mr.  Murray-Ayniley, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Wakeaeld, 

Captain  Morris, 

Br.  Wallis, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  B.  a.  Wood. 

Mr.  Cox. 

correspondence  between  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor and  Ministers  respecting  the  visit  of  Sir 
W.  Jervois  to  tlie  colony : — 

HESSAQB. 

"NOMfANBY,  Governor. 

**  The  Governor  transmits  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives the  copy  of  a  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  his  Ministers  on  the 
subject  of  the  visit  of  His  Excellency  Sir  William 
Jervois  to  New  Zealand  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
porting upon  the  best  means  of  defending  the 
priodpal  ports  in  the  colony  from  foreign  attack. 

"  Government  House, 
"  Wellington,  3rd  December,  1877." 


The  Bill  was  consequently  read  a  second  time. 

DEFENCES  OF  THE  COLONY. 
Sir  G.  GREY  laid  on  the  table  thf  following 


No.l. 
MncoBANDiTM  for  the  Hon.  Sir  Gboboi 

Gbby,  K.O.B. 
"The  Governor  presents  his  compliments  to 
Sir  George  Grey,  and  requests  to  be  informed  by 
Ministers  what  answer  they  would  wish  him  to 
send  to  the  enclosed  letter  from  His  Excellency 
Sir  William  Jervois  on  the  subject  of  his  visit  to 
New  Zealand  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  upon 
the  defences  of  the  colony.  "  Normanbt. 

"  Government  House, 
"Wellington,  24th  November,  1877." 

(Enclosure  in  No.  1.) 
OoFT  of  a  Letteb  firom  His  Excellency  Sir  W. 

F.   D.   Jbbyois  to  His  Excellency  the  Gk>- 

YEBNOB  of  New  Zealand. 

"  GoTcmment  House, 
*<  Adelaide,  15th  October,  1877. 

"  Deab  Lobd  Nobmakby, — In  accordance  with 
my  note  of  16th  July,  I  propose  visiting  New 
Zealand,  to  report  upon  defence  of  harbours, 
about  the  middle  or  the  third  week  of  December 
next,  beginning  at  the  south,  and  working  north- 
wards by  Dtmedin,  Christchurch,  Wellington,  &c. 

"  It  would  greatly  facilitate  my  movements  if 
the  *  Hinemoa '  —  I  believe  that  is  the  name  of 
the  steamer  belonging  to  your  Government — can 
be  sent  to  Hobart  Town  for  me,  and  I  would  feel 
exceedingly  obliged  if  you  will  do  anything  in 
your  power  to  afford  me  this  facility.  I  will  let 
you  know,  further,  as  to  the  precise  day  on  which 
I  propose  leaving  Hobart  Town. 

"Meanwhile,  please  telegraph  to  me  if  the 
'  Hinemoa '  can  be  sent  for  me. 

**Wm.  F.  DBUiofOKD  Jbbyoib. 
"  His  Excellency 
"  the  Marquis  of  Normanby,  G.C.M.G.,  &c." 

No.  2. 
BCbhobanduk  for  His  Exobllbhoy. 

"  Ministers  present  their  respectful  compli- 
ments to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby,  and  thank 
him  for  forwarding  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Sir 
William  Jervois  on  the  subject  of  his  visit  to 
New  Zealand  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  on  the 
defences  of  the  colony. 

"Mioisters  regret  that,  the  services  of  the 
'  Hinemoa '  being  required  here,  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  send  that  vessel  to  Hobart  Town  with  a 
view  of  her  being  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Sir 
WilUam  Jervois.  **  G.  Gbby. 

"  Wellington,  28th  November,  1877." 
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No.  8. 
Copy  of  Telboram  from  Hit  Excellency  the 
GOYSBKOB  of  NewZealaitd  to  HU  Exoellency 
Sir  W.  F.  D.  Jebvoib. 

"New  Zealand,  29th  NoTcmber,  1877. 
"  CK>yenunent  will  be  unable  to  send  *  Hine- 
moa  *  to  Hobart  Town.  Begret  delaj  in  answering. 
Please  telegraph  when  you  start. 

"  NOBMANBY." 


No.  4. 
Mbhobanda  on  Ooyering  Sheet  to  Telegram. 
"  The  Gh)Temor  requests  Ministers  will  inform 
him  as  to  the  answer  they  would  wish  him  to  re- 
turn to  the  enclosed  telegram.    The  Gbyemor 
thinks  it  would  be  right  to  grant  the  request. 

"N.» 
''Ministers  resret  that  the  '  Hinemoa,'  as  they 
hare  already  said,  is  required  for  other  purposes. 

«0.  Gbbt." 

(Enclosure  in  No.  4.) 
Copt  of  TsLEaBAH  reoeiyed  by  His  Ezoellenoy 
the  GoYBBKOB  of  Nbw  Zialand  from  His 
Excellency  Sir  W.  F.  D.  Jbbyoib. 

"  Adelaide,  29th  Noyember. 
"Oan  your  Goyemment  place  *Hinemoa'  at 
my  disposal  during  January,  to  yisit  your  ports, 
commencing  at  Bluff? 

"  H.E.  Sir  W.  P.  D.  Jbbyoib, 
"  Ooyemor." 


No.  5. 

Mbmobandith  for  the  Hon.  Sir  Gbobqb 

0BEY,  E.C.B. 

"The  Goyemor  presents  his  compliments  to 
Sir  Georse  Grey,  and,  in  reply  to  the  memoran- 
dum of  Ministers,  in  which  they  state  that  Uie 
senrices  of  the  '  Hinemoa '  cannot  be  giyen  to  His 
Excellency  Sir  William  Jonrois  durine  the  time 
that  he  is  employed  in  examining  and  reporting 
on  the  defences  of  Dunedin,  Lyttelton,  Welling- 
ton, and  Auckland  Harbours,  during  the  monm 
of  January,  the  Goyemor  would  point  out  that 
the  seryices  of  Sir  William  Jeryois  and  Colonel 
Scratchley  were  obtained  through  the  Secretary 
of  State  at  the  request  of  the  mte  Gk>yemment 
[Memorandum,  l7th  May,  1877],  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  remuneration  of  Sir  William 
Jeryois  and  Colonel  Scratchley  should  be  at  the 
same  rate  as  that  paid  by  the  Australian  Colonies. 

"The  Goyemor  would  obserre  that  the  har- 
bours to  be  examined  are  large,  and  that  it  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  work  to  be 
properly  completed  without  the  officers  employed 
haying  a  special  steamer  at  their  disposal. 

"The  Cioycmor  would  wish  also  to  point  out 
that  some  consideration  is  due  to  the  position 
of  Sir  William  Jeryois  as  the  Goyemor  of  a 
colony  yisiting  New  Zealand  not 


for  his  own  pleasure,  but  at  the  request  and  for 
the  seryice  of  this  colony. 

"The  GK>yemor  woidd  imply,  from  the  curt 
answer  of  Ministers  to  the  request  made  by 
Sir  William  Jeryois  for  the  use  of  the  *  Hine- 
moa,' that  they  do  not  approve  of  the  object  for 
which  he  is  about  to  yisit  the  colony.  Should 
8irQ,  Orey 


such  be  the  case,  if  Ministers  will  state  their 
wishes  in  writing,  the  Goyemor  will  at  once  eomt- 
*municate  with  Sir  William  Jeryois,  and  reqosBt 
him  to  put  off  his  yisit ;  but,  if  the  work  is  to 
proceed,  the  Goyemor  can  oonceire  no  serriet 
on  which  the  '  Hinemoa '  could  be  more  propoly 
employed,  and  Ifinisters  haye  not  informed  him 
of  any  special  seryices  whidi  would  preyent  her 
beine  so  employed. 

"  The  Goyemor  would  request  a  reply  as  sooo 
as  possible,  as  he  must  communloate  with  Sir 
William  Jeryois  at  once.  "  Nobxavbt. 

"  Goyemment  House, 
"Wellington,  1st  December,  1877." 
(Enclosure  in  No.  5.) 
Mbhobakdum  for  His  ExoBLi.XNCfY. 

"  Ministers  understand  that  two  officers  of  tiis 
Boyal  Engineers  are  now  in  Australia,  to  report 
upon  the  best  means  of  defending  the  prineiptl 
seaport  towns,  those  officers  haying  been  specially 
selected  for  the  duty  in  compliance  with  an  apph- 
cation  from  some  of  the  Australian  GoTenuneots, 
the  arrangement  being  that,  while  ao  engaged, 
the  officers  shall  receiye  salaries  at  the  rate  of 
£1,500  and  £1,000  a  year  respeotiyelY,  and  shall 
haye  all  their  expenses  paid. 

"2.  It  is  yery  desnrable  that  the  principal  ports 
of  New  Zealand  should  be  similarly  reported 
upon. 

"  8.  Ministers  respectfully  ask,  therefore,  that 
His  Excellen<rf  wul  communicate  with  the 
€h>yeroors  of  victoria  and  New  South  Wales, 
with  a  yiew  cf  securing  that  the  two  offleers 
shall,  as  soon  as  conyenient»  yisit  this  colony  £dc 
that  purpose,  this  Gbyemment  joining  in  the 
arrangement  as  to  salaries  and  enpensea. 

"H.  A.  Atkxkbob. 

"  WeUington,  17th  May,  1877." 

No.  6. 
MBMOBiin)TJM  for  His  Ezobli.bvot. 

"Ministers  present  their  respectful  compli- 
ments to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby.  They  regret, 
that  the  Goyemor  should  haye  regarded  their 
reply  to  his  memorandum  respecting  Sir  WilliflBi 
Jeryois  as  being  curt  They  wrote  amldat  the 
hurry  of  a  great  pressure  of  business,  and  they 
intended  that  their  answer  should  be  in  efwy 
respect  courteous. 

"2.  Ministers  wese  not  aware,  untQ  they  le- 
ceiyed  the  Goyemor's  memorandum,  that  it  miriit 
be  in  their  power  to  dispense  with  the  yisit  of  sir 
William  Jeryois  to  Now  Zealand ;  but  the  state 
of  the  finances  of  the  colony  at  present  is  such 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  ayoid  expenditure  whereyer 
it  is  possible  to  do  so.  Thej^  feel  satisfied  that 
New  Zealand  could  not  at  this  moment  incur  any 
large  expenditure  on  public  works  for  the  defenos 
of  the  many  harbours  of  the  colony.  They  might, 
possibly,  with  but  little  warning,  haye  to  make 
proyision  for  resisting  an  intemal  enemy  who 
might  proye  much  more  dangerous  than  an  ex- 
ternal foe.  The  best  means  of  proyiding  againt 
such  an  intemal  enemy  is  the  expencUture  of 
funds  in  ciyilizing  the  Natiyes,  opening  up  the 
country  b^  means  of  roads,  encouraging  settle- 
ment in  NatiYo  districts,  and  othenrise  pronaotiDg 
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friendlj  relatioDs  between  the  two  m(ie9.  Thej 
'woald,  therefore,  prefer  to  apply  an/  funds  arail- 
»ble  for  def ensiye  purpoeee  to  thoee  objecte,  rather 
ihan  to  deTote  such  fundi  to  ooskly  works  meant 
for  resisting  a  foreign  enemj.  for  the  latter 
purpose  the/  trust  confidenti/  to  the  fleets  of 
Great  Britain,  which  the/  feel  satisfied  will  nerer 
allow  a  foreign  enem/  to  dominate  in  these  seas. 

*'8.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  therefore,  whilst 
regretting  that  the/  cannot  ayiil  themselres  of 
the  Taluflkble  serrices  of  so  distinguished  an  officer 
as  Sir  William  Jerrois,  if  it  is  possible,  without 
an^  unoonrteousness  on  their  part,  to  delay  his 
▼isit  until  a  time  when  the  colon/  ma/  be  in 
a  better  financial  position,  Ministers  would  feel 
greatl/  obliged  to  tbe  Governor  if  he  would  make 
such  a  communication  to  Sir  William  Jeryois  as 
ma/  be  the  means  of  postponing  his  yisit  to  New 
Zealand.  "a.QtvxY. 

•*  Wellington,  8rd  December,  1877." 

No.  7. 

MncoBAiTDinc  for  the  Hon.  Sir  G-sobob 

Gbbt,  K.C.B. 

''The  Gbyemor  presents  his  compliments  to 
Sir  G^rge  Gre/,  and  begs  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  his  memorandum  of  this  da/'s  date,  in 
which  Ministers  inform  him  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  colon/,  the/ 
adyise  the  GK>yemor  to  communicate  with  His 
Bxoellenc/  Sir  William  Jeryois,  and  to  request  him 
to  postpone  indefinitely  his  yisit  to  New  Zealand. 

•*  The  Goyemor  will  at  onoe  compl/  with  the 
adyioe  giyen  to  him  b/  Ministers,  but  he  must, 
at  the  same  time,  express  his  deep  regret  that 
the/  should  haye  felt  it  their  dut/  to  come  to 
0nch  a  decision,  as  he  fears  it  is  one  which  is 
little  calculated  to  raise  the  credit  of  the  colon/ 
abroad. 

"The  fleets  of  Great  Britain  will,  no  doubt,  in 
the  eyent  of  war,  perform  their  dut/,as  the/  baye 
alwa/s  done;  but  it  n  manifestl/  impossible  that 
Bugland,  eyen  if  she  were  disposed  so  to  do, 
•h<mld  keep  sufficient  ships  in  these  seas  to  se- 
oare  at  all  times  her  yarious  possessions  from  the 
attack  of  small  expeditions,  or  of  a  single  ship 
or  priyateer ;  and  it  is  in  the  Gk>yemor's  opinion 
*olearl/  the  dut/  of  each  colon/  to  make  such 
piroyision  as  the/  ma/  consider  necessar/  for 
that  purpose. 

"  The  question  is  one  of  public  importance,  and 
the  Gbyemor  will  feel  it  his  dut/  to  lay  this 
eonrespondence  before  Parliament  without  aela/. 

**  NOBMANBT. 

'*  Goyemment  House,  Srd  December,  1877." 

No.  8. 

Mbhobanditic  for  the  Hon.  Sir  Gbobgb 

Gbbt,  E.C.B. 

"The  Goyemor  presents  his  compliments  to 

Sir  George  Gre/,  and  requests  that  he  will  be 

good  enou^  to  la/  the  acoompan/ing  message, 

containing  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of 

fo  William  Jeryois's  yisit  to  New  Zealand,  on 

the  table  of  the  House  with  as  littie  dela/  as* 

pOBSible.  "  NOBHAKBY. 

"  Goyemment  House, 
<<  Wellington,  Srd  December,  1877." 


No.  9. 
MBMOBiiTDirM  for  His  Exobllbitot. 

"  Sir  George  Qnj  presents  his  respectful  com- 
pliments to  the  Marquis  of  Normanb/. 

"2.  The  Goyemor  has  stated  as  his  opinion 
that  the  question  relating  to  Sir  William  Jeryois's 
proposed  yisit  to  New  Zealand  is  one  of  pablio 
importance,  and  that  His  Excellenc/  will  feel  it 
his  dut/  to  la/  the  correspondence  relating  there- 
to before  Paruament  without  dela/. 

"8.  The  Goyemor  has,  further,  in  pursuance 
of  that  intention,  transmitted  to  Sir  Gkorge  Gre/ 
a  message  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  on 
the  subject  referred  to,  and  requested  him  to  la/ 
that  message  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatiyes. 

**4.  Sir  G^eorge  Gre^  feels  it,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  his  duty  to  obey  His  Ex- 
celleno/'s  commands;  and  he  will  la/  the 
Goyemor^B  message  before  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatiyes  on  their  meeting  this  eyening. 

"G.  Gbby. 

"  Wellington,  Srd  December,  1877." 

FINANCIAL  ARRANGEMENTS  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— It  will  be  in  the  reooUeotion 
of  the  House  that  m/  honorable  colleague,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  who,  unfortunatel/,  is  too  un- 
well to  be  present  in  his  place,  stated  to  the 
House  that  a  part  of  the  yolioj  of  the  Goyem- 
ment, in  fact,  a  leading  principle,  was  to  endea- 
your  so  to  conduct  the  goyemment  of  the  countr/ 
that  no  measure  shomd  be  brought  forward  or 
perpetuated  which  might  excite  uie  cupidit/  of 
one  part  of  the  countr/  and  the  eny/  of  anower. 
That  statement,  although  embraced  in  yer/  few 
words,  will  hereafter  be  regarded  as  a  yen/  memor- 
able statement,  and  it  embodies  a  maxim  which  I 
think  all  statesmen  should  follow — that  there  is 
nothing  more  desirable  than  that  there  should 
be  no  law  in  existence  which  excites  the  cupidit/ 
of  one  portion  of  the  communit/  and  the  eny/ 
and  discontent  of  another.  Cupidity  is  of  yarious 
kinds.  There  is  cupidit/  of  rank,  cupidity  of 
power — it  is,  in  fact,  a  passion  which  manifests 
itself  in  yarious  wa/s ;  and  I  think  the  legis- 
lation and  the  goyemment  of  a  new  countr/ 
should  alwa/s  be  so  directed  as,  if  possible,  not 
to  allow  that  passion  to  exercise  itself  among 
one  class  of  the  communit/  to  the  detriment  and 
the  injur/  of  another;  because,  undoubtedl/, 
that  portion  of  the  communit/  which  finds  itself 
in  a  position  of  inferiorit/ — ^in  a  position  which 
compels  it  to  eny/  another  portion  of  its  fellow- 
citizens — ^must  suffer  a  mental  injury,  injur/  of 
character,  and  thus  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  will 
be  engendered  which  for  man/  /ears  will  not  be 
cleared  awa/.  That  is  one  point  to  which  in  this 
measure  we  haye,  to  the  best  of  our  power,  en- 
deayoured  to  address  our  abilities,  so  aa  to  put 
an  end  to  a  s/stem  which  must  haye  that  effect, 
and  which  must  continue  to  haye  it  so  long  as 
the  system  itself  exists.  Then  m/  honorable 
friend  laid  it  down  that  another  leading  motiye 
which  would  actuate  us  would  be  an  attempt  to 
restore  a  proper  equilibrium  between  the  expendi- 
ture and  the  reyenue  of  this  counti/.  We  felt 
that  in  truth  that  was  a  point  which  would  exer- 
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ctse  a  ■erioni  inflaenoe  tlmmghaat  the  ooontrj 
ftgaiDtt  our  pablio  credit,  if  it  wm  known  that  a 
proper  balance  did  not  ezitt  between  our  income 
and  our  exi>enditnre,  and  that  it  wat  our  dutj  at 
the  rery  earliest  poesiUe  period  to  bring  about 
•uch  a  deeirable  state  of  things.  Now,  during 
the  short  time  we  have  been  in  office,  it  has 
been  difficult  for  us  to  mature  measures  which 
would  produce  altogether  that  result;  but  I 
feel  confident  that  the  measure  which  I  now 
•ubmit  for  adoption  bj  the  House  will  hare 
that  effect.  It  may  be  said,  and,  I  think,  with 
some  degree  of  justice,  that  such  an  important 
measure  as  this  should  hardlj  hafe  been  carried 
without  an  appeal  to  the  constituencies;  but  dif- 
ficulties to  which  I  will  not  at  present  allude 
stood  in  the  way.  Those  difficulties  were  of  so 
serious  a  nature  that  they  could  not  ha?e  been 
OTeroome  without  causing  a  delay,  during  which 
the  want  of  eauilibrium  between  income  and  ex- 
penditure  would  haTe  gone  on.  Our  d^t  is  dsily 
increasing,  and  the  benefit  which  would  hare  re- 
sulted from  tiie  immediate  adoption  of  such  a 
measure  as  we  now  bring  forward  would  haye 
been  in  great  part  lost.  Therefore,  against  my' 
eonyictions  ana  my  will,  I  hare  felt  it  my  duty 
to  press  tbis  measure  on  during  the  present 
fession.  What  I  hare  said  will  haTe  led  up  to 
the  conoeption  I  have  in  riew,  which  is  tnis: 
that,  together  with  my  colleagues,  and  supported 
by  those  friends  in  this  House  to  whose  assis- 
tance we  owe  so  much,  I  shall  endearour  to  get 
the  Land  Fund  of  New  Zealand  made  colonial 
property.  There  were  great  difficidtiet  in  the 
way  of  dealing  with  this  question.  There  were 
difficulties  created  by  jealousies,  by  the  adherence 
to  Tested  rights,  and,  I  may  say,  the  still  greater 
difficulties  resting  upon  a  complete  misunder- 
standing of  the  subject  which  prerailed  through- 
out tbe  colony.  In  truth,  it  was  hardly  known 
that  the  Land  Fund  was  practically  gone  from 
the  districts  which  claimed  it.    I  say  practically 

gone,  because  that  is  no  theory.  Tne  colony 
ad  been  led  to  beliere,  from  the  Estimates 
of  the  late  Oolonial  Treasurer,  that  the  Land 
Fund  this  year  would  only  amount  to  some 
£740,000  or  £750,000.  Well,  Sir,  their  atten- 
tion was  also  distracted  from  that  point  by  the 
&ct  of  an  attempt  haTing  been  made  to  estimate 
roughly,  yery  roughly,  the  Land  Fund  of  a  large 
number  of  tbe  proTincial  districts,  in  fact  of 
erery  proTincial  district  in  the  colony,  the  result 
of  which  estimate  was  that,  upon  tbe  whole, 
there  appeared  likely  to  be  a  deficit  upon  the 
Land  Fund.  And  this  Tcry  great  mistake  was 
committed :  that,  in  those  districts  where  it  was 
almost  certain  that  the  Land  Fund  would  be 
Tcry  small,  it  was  made  in  some  cases  to  appear 
likely  to  be  considerable,  and  in  those  districts, 
particularly  in  one  district,  in  which  it  was  likely  to 
be  Tery  large,  it  was  ezcessiyely  under-estimated. 
That  altogether  misled  the  public  as  to  the  real 
nature  of  the  right  that  they  had  in  the  Land 
Fund  of  New  ^aland.  The  problem  was  pre- 
sented to  them  in  such  a  form  that  it  would  take 
a  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  some  time  to 
understand  and  master  it.  Then  another  fact 
was  certainly  concealed  from  the  publioi  which 
Sir  &.  Grey 


was  this :  that,  supposing  the  Luid  Fund  to 
amount  to  only  £743,000  a  year,  in  truth  it  was 
all  taken  from  the  odony,  because  the  esttmated 
charges  to  be  imposed  upon  that  Land  Fund 
amounted  to  £643,608 ;  and  then,  froin  the  small 
residue  left,  after  making  that  estimate^  it  was 
proposed  to  take  some  i^8,000  from  the  Laud 
Fund  of  Canterbury  and  £109,000  firom  the 
Land  Fund  of  Otago.  NoWj  it  must  be  appftraot 
that  under  such  a  system  the  Land  Fund  would 
whollT  disappear:  at  any  rate,  there  woold  be 
little  left  to  dispute  about.  Then  the  matter  was 
attended  with  this  uncertainty :  that  indiTiduals 
accustomed  to  goTcm  solely  according  to  law 
most  haTe  had  some  difficulty  in  oomprohendiof 
what  their  rights  in  that  Land  Fund  wero.  be- 
cause it  was  proposed  to  take  from  Canterbnry, 
absolutely  without  the  authority  of  law,  tb«  aum 
of  £58,000,  and  in  the  same  way  it  was  propoeed 
to  take  from  Otago  the  sum  of  £109,000.  J^w, 
Sir,  eren  if  that  had  been  done  under  the  aa- 
thority  of  law,  it  would  haTe  been  a  brea^  6t 
contract,  because,  as  I  pointed  out  on  a  fovxner 
occasion,  all  persons  in  Canterbury  who  had  pur- 
chased land  had  paid  for  tliat  land  subject  to 
the  expraas  oondition  that  certain  portiona  of 
their  money  would  be  returned  to  thsm ;  and  I 
say  it  was  deliberately  intended  to  riolate  that 
contract. 

Mi^r  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  G.  aBBY.— The  honorable  gentleman  saya 
"  No,"  but  I  belieTe  such  was  the  propoiaL  Wbea| 
the  honorable  gentleman  says  "  No,  it  may  pfo- 
duce  an  impression  that  that  was  not  Uie  dtsr 
tinot  proposal ;  but  I  say  it  was,  or,  at  any  rata. 
I  will  say  that  in  m^  opinion  it  was;  and  X 
belicTe  that  in  that  opmion  I  shall  be  supported 
by  the  entire  House.*  Well,  Sir,  we  felt  that  the 
time  had  come  when  an  end  should  be  put  to  this 
system  of  dabbling  in  the  Land  Fund.  We  felt 
that  the  time  had  come  when  the  people's  rights 
should  be  ascertained  by  law.  We  belieyed,  alao, 
that  the  time  had  come  at  which  the  finances  of 
the  colony  were  in  so  perilous  a  position  that  it 
was  impossible  to  restore  the  equilibrium  between 
the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  colony  hy  any 
other  means  than  that  of  taking;  the  Land  Fund]. 
We  do  not  wish  to  follow  out  the  financial  policT 
of  prcTious  years :  that  is  to  say,  we  do  not  wish 
to  issue  Treasuxy  bills  in  order  to  make  %ftod  a 
deficit  in  the  Land  Fund.  We  do  not  msh  to 
keep  up  an  unfunded  debt  in  the  colony.  We  felt 
that  tnat  was  a  most  ricious  system,  and  Tra 
desired  to  bringit  to  a  dose.  Now,  Sir,  I  would 
next  tell  the  House,  because  that  is  a  circum- 
stance we  haTc  to  consider,  that,  under  the  system 
which  has  been  in  force  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  which  will  continue  in  force,  if  our  proposals 
are  adopted,  up  to  the  Ist  of  January,  a  constant 
deficit  has  taken  place  in  the  Land  Fund  in  cer- 
tain provinces :  that  is  to  say,  the  reTcnue  oo 
account  of  the  Land  Fund  in  some  disMcts  was 
totally  inadequate  to  meet  expenses  incurred  on 
account  of  the  Land  Fund.  Therefore,  while  in 
some  parts  of  New  Zealand  there  haye  been  land 
rcTcnues  larj^ly  enriching  the  population  of  those 
particular  districts,  there  was  in  other  districts 
a  Land  Fund  which  was  not  sufficient  to  support 
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the  charges  of  surrey  and  the  other  charges  which 
were  made  upon  it.  The  people  of  some  districts 
are  rapidly  accumulating  wealth,  while  those  of 
others  are  eyerr  day  getting  more  deeply  into 
debt,  and  the  whole  of  the  people  in  the  colony 
are  taxed  in  order  to  pay  the  interest  on  that 
debt.  You  hare  forced  the  whole  population  to 
contribute  to  the  rerenue  to  make  up  for  the 
deficits  in  the  Land  Fund  of  certain  parts  of 
the  colony;  and,  thus,  tou  have  a  population 
deprived  of  their  Land  "b  und,  and  heavily  taxed 
to  make  up  a  deficit  in  the  Land  Fund  through- 
out the  rest  of  the  colony.  Under  that  system 
a  deficit  will  hare  occurred  in  the  Land  Fund 
of  £118,000  up  to  the  Slst  of  December.  That 
deficit  is  to  be  carried  forward  to  the  next  six 
months  of  the  year,  and  that  deficit  we  have  to 
meet*  Sir,  it  is  evident  that,  under  the  system 
we  wish  the  House  to  adopt,  somethinj^  will  be 
saved  for  every  provincial  district  from  its  Land 
Fund  :  that  is  to  say,  20  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  land  sales  will  be  returned  to  the  people 
of  each  of  the  various  provincial  districts  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  public  works.  Now,  the 
question  we  have  to  consider  is,  what  effect  this 
will  have  during  the  next  financial  year.  That 
is  the  point  with  which  I  have  to  d^.  I  have 
already  told  the  House  that  the  Land  Fund  was 
estimated  by  the  late  Government  at  £890,525, 
this  amount  including  both  land-sale  proceeds 
and  licenses.  The  present  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
increased  that  to  about  £1,100,000.  The  Land 
Fund  up  to  date  is  £850,000,  and  before  the 
close  of  1877  it  will  probably  amount  to  nearly 
£900,000.  Now,  we  cannot  believe,  nor  can  we 
hope,  that  it  will  go  on  for  the  succeeding  six 
months  at  the  same  rate.  The  sum  estimated 
for  the  next  six  months,  namely,  £650,000,  will, 
we  believe,  be  reached,  and  that  is  the  amount 
with  which  ire  have  to  deal.  I  have  said  that 
out  of  that  amount  the  charges  for  six  months  will 
have  to  be  taken,  which  charges,  according  to  the 
estimate  of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  amount 
to  £320,000.  But  we  believe  that  very  consider- 
able reductions  may  be  made  in  those  charges, 
and  that  a  lai^er  residue  will  be  left.  Then 
20  per  cent.  wiU  have  to  be  taken  from  the  gross 
proceeds  of  the  land,  to  be  divided  between  the 
counties  and  the  districts.  The  remainder  will 
be  available  in  aid  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
Now,  with  regard  to  this  20  per  cent.  Under 
the  nevr  Financial  Arrangements  Act  nothing  is 
to  be  taken  from  the  County  Councils,  Boad 
Boards,  or  Biver  Boards.  All  those  are  to  be 
left  in  exactly  the  same  position  in  which  they 
were;  but,  inasmuch  as  so  much  of  the  Land 
Fund  is  to  be  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
we  propose  that  the  whole  amounts  should  be 
taken  out  of  that,  and  that  there  should  be  no 
longer  two  payments  made  from  two  separate 
accounts.  Theui  the  20  per  cent,  which  will  be 
taken  from  the  Land  Fund  will  be  treated  as 


surplus  land  revenue,  divisible  amongst  the  local 
bodies  of  the  district  in  which  it  arises,  and  will 
be  paid  to  the  local  bodies  in  addition  to  the  sub- 
sidies which  they  at  present  draw.  We  propose 
to  distribute  this  20  per  cent,  in  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  same  manner  as  that  in  which  the 
subsidies  are  given  to  the  local  bodies  which  now 
i^eceive  them.  We  thought  it  was  not  desirable 
in  the  first  instance  to  disturb  vested  interests 
more  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  there- 
fore we  have  left  things  much  as  they  were  before. 
We  determined  to  let  things  run  on  in  such  a 
course  that  men's  minds  might  not  be  disturbed 
to  any  greater  extent  than  was  absolutely  un- 
avoidable. The  point  that  has  made  me  doubt 
whether  the  proposed  mode  of  distribution  of 
this  20  per  cent,  is  the  best  is  this :  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  it  is  extremely  probable  that  this 
20  per  cent.,  when  it  is  distributed  amongst  the 
local  bodies,  will  not,  in  many  cases,  go  to  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  object  of 
saving  this  20  per  cent,  and  distributing  it  amoD| 
the  local  bodies  is,  that  districts  containing  land 
which  is  not  yet  available  for  settlement  should 
have  the  benefit  of  the  expenditure.  We  thought 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  some  funds  should 
be  provided  which  should  bo  so  administered  as  to 
secure  the  settlement  of  the  country  by  opening 
up  newly-settled  districts ;  but  still  we  fear  that, 
when  this  20  per  cent,  passes  into  the  hands  of 
the  local  bodies,  it  may  too  often  be  spent  in  ex- 
isting centres  of  population,  and  not  in  distant 
places  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  more 
settled  portions  of  the  country  have  no  interest. 
Therefore  the  Government  think  it  probable  that 
next  year  they  will  bring  down  a  Bill  by  which 
they  vrill  be  enabled  to  assist  those  counties  in 
opening  arterial  roads  and  constructing  other 
works  which  will  tend  to  promote  settlement, 
upon  the  express,  condition  that  the  payments 
out  of  Land  Fund  shall  bo  devoted  to  the  same 
purpose.  We  have  not  thought  it  proper  to  bring 
down  such  a  Bill  this  session,  because  as  yet  we 
are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  views  of  the  people 
regarding  it.  But  during  the  recess  the  feelines 
of  the  people  on  this  subject  may  be  ascertained, 
and  we  shall  be  better  able  to  judge  what  is  re- 
quired next  session.  I  need  not  detain  the  House 
much  longer  upon  what  is  really  a  simple  ques- 
tion, and  a  question  involving  very  little  of 
finance.  It  is  supposed  to  be  a  very  dark  matter, 
which  very  few  can  understand ;  but  really  it  is 
a  question  which  men  of  ordinary  intelligence 
cannot  misunderstand  if  it  is  clearly  put  l^fore 
them.  It  is  quite  certain  that  the  Consolidated 
Fund  must  be  assisted  by  receiving  the  amount 
of  the  land  revenue  which  I  have  intimated  will 
be  handed  over  to  it  for  general  purposes. 
The  result  of  this  system  wilt  be,  that  at  ihe 
end  of  the  year  the  whole  of  the  charges  pro- 
perly thrown  upon  the  revenue  of  this  cofony 
will  be  met,  with  the  exceptiru  of  £138,000. 
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Half-year  to 
81st  December, 
1877. 

Half-year  to 

80th  June, 

187a 

1877-78- 

BjWBIPTS  :— 

ConBolidated  Fund 
Gold  RereDQe      ... 
Land  Fund 

£          s.d.        £          B.    d*        £          a.d. 

1.181,680    0    01,181,680    0    02,263,160     O     O 

86,000    0    0      86,000    0    0      72,OCO     O     0 

900,000    0    0    560,000    0    01,460,000     O     O 

Balanoee  on  80th  June,  1877,— 

ConsoUdated  Fund         ...     £148,220    0    0 
Land  Fund      115,646    7    9 

2,067,680    0    0 
268,866    7    9 

1,717,680    0    0 

8,785,160  O  O 
268,866     7     9 

Deficit  on  Slat  December,  1877    ... 
„     on  80th  June,  1878 

2,881,446    7    9 
118,694    7    1 

1,717,680    0    0 
188,462  17    1 

4,049,026  7  9 
188,462  17     1 

2,460,140  14  10 

1,856,042  17    1 

4,187,480     4  lO 

EXPIMDITUBB : — 

Conaolidated  Fund 

Supplementary...            ... 

„                         „             AdditionaL.. 
GoldBerenue     ... 

„          Supplemental/ 
„                    „                        Additional... 
Additional  Grant  for  Education,  Conaolidated 

Fund 
Land  Fund,  20  per  cent,  of  £560,000 
Temporary  Advances  to  Land  Fund  from  Con- 
BO  idated  Fund  in  1876-77            

£        B.   d.       £         s.    d.       £         a.    d. 

1,197,278    0    01,197,278    0    02,894,546    0    O 

24,270    0    0      24,270    0    0      48,540     O     O 

16,924    0    0      16,924    0    0      81,848    O    0 

86,000    0    0      86,000    0    0      72,000    O     0 

821,604    0    0    821,604    0    0    648,206    O     0 

19,887  10    0      19,887  10    0      88,775    0    0 

890    00           89000           78000 

12,600    0    0      12,600    0    0      25,000    0    O 
110,000    0    0    110,000    0    O 

58,006  19    9             ...                 68,005  19    • 

Deficit  on  8  Ist  December,  1877 
Surplus  Berenne  distributable,  1876-77 

1877-78         ... 

1,680,854    9    9 

108,697  17  11 
661,088    7    2 

1,787,848  10    08,417,702  19    9 
118,694    7    1 

]         ...              769,786    6    1 

2,460,140  14  10 

1,866,042  17    1 

4,187,489    4  10 

We  estimate  that  there  will  be  a  deficit  of 
£188,000;  but  £118,000  of  it  is  a  legacy  which 
has  been  handed  over  to  us.  With  respect  to 
ttiat  deficit  of  £188,000,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
be  met.  I  hare  not  taken  into  account  the  sum 
of  £40,000  which  we  shall  probably  receire  from 
the  Feilding  SetClement,  nor  hare  I  taken  into 
account  the  reduction  which  can  be  made  in  the 
expenditure.    I  have  estimated  the  expenditure 

freoisely  as  it  is  going  on  at  the  present  moment, 
hare  not  taken  into  account  those  Totes  which 
will  remain  unexpended.  I  belieye,  therefore, 
that  from  these  and  other  causes,  so  far  from 
there  being  a  deficit  of  £188,000,  it  will  prob- 
ably be  found  that  there  is  no  deficit  at  all.  But, 
in  order  not  to  raise  too  great  expectations,  I  hare 
stated  that  there  may  be  a  deficit  of  £188,000. 
That  being  so,  althoush  it  cannot  be  said  that 
actual  eqmlibrium  wiU  be  restored  during  the 
next  six  months  between  our  income  and  ex- 
penditure, I  think  as  near  an  approach  to  it 
will  be  made  as  could  possibly  be  anticipated. 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  hope 
Sir  G,  Orey 


that  a  just  balance  of  income  and  expenditure 
will  shortlT  be  attained.  I  think  that  tne  Hoqm 
must  admit  the  importance  of  tlie  two  ends  we 
hare  in  Tiew.  The  first  is,  not  to  excite  the 
cupidit;^  or  euTy  of  any  part  of^the  country.  The 
second  is,  to  restore  that  equilibrium  between  our 
income  and  expenditure  which  is  necessaiy  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  the  oountiy 
and  the  maintenance  of  our  credit  abroad.  In 
the  new  system  about  to  be  established,  some 
will  hare  to  make  a  sacrifice  for  the  good  of 
their  country — a  sacrifice  which  will  prore  bene- 
ficial to  it— but  they  will  hare  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  that  sacrifice  wiU  not  go  un- 
rewarded, out  will  eroke  the  gratitude  of  the 
entire  people  of  New  Zealand ;  and  I  beliere 
that  future  times  will  say  that  in  taking  this 
course  we  haye  done  that  which  was  neces- 
sary to  render  the  people  one  people  —  one 
contented  population,  working  for  common  ends 
and  for  common  objects.  By  no  other  means 
could  anything  of  that  kind  be  done.  I  trust 
that  the  House,  and  all  those  ifho  are  aBtist- 
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ing  in  inaagumting  and  in  oarrjing  oat  this 
new  aTttem,  will  hereafter  look  back  with  satis- 
faetioQ  at  haying  done  that  which  I  am  satis- 
fied will  earu  tot  them  the  gratitade  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  not  only  at  the  present 
moment,  but  for  manj  years  to  oome.  With 
tiiese  remarks  I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  financial  Arrangements  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON.— If  we  listened  to  the 
Financial  Statement  with  surprise  and  disap- 
pointmient,  I  take  it  that  both  our  surprise  and 
waappointment  are  doubled  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. We  had  a  right  to  expect,  after  its 
haTing  been  clearly  pointed  oat  to  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  that  the  proposals  of  the  Treasurer 
must  result  in  a  clear  deficit  of  £240,000,  and 
after  the  promise  made  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  he  would  really  show  us  how  we  were 
to  balance  our  rerenue  and  expenditure— I  say 
we  had  a  reasonable  right  to  expect  that  the 
booorabfo  gentleman  womd  hare  pat  before  the 
House— not  in  the  language  of  which  he  is  such 
a  master,  language  eridentty  put  forth  with 
the  object  of  disguising  his  thoaghts  —  plain 
figures  that  a  plain  man  might  read  and  under- 
•tend.  I  state  distinctly,  with  the  knowledge  I 
possess  of  the  accounts  of  the  colony,  I  am  utterly 
unable  to  follow  the  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
statement  be  has  made,  and  I  defy  any  oilier 
honorable  gentleman,  and  those  honorable  gentle- 
men who  are  cheering  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  that  way,  and  cheering  myself  with  ironical 
cheers — ^I  challenge  them  to  get  liqp  when  I  sit 
down,  and  tril  us  what  it  means.  Not  one  of 
them  can  do  it.  First  the  honorable  gentleman 
says  that  one  great  object  which  he  had  in  Tiew 
was  this:  that,  by  making  the  Land  Fund 
oolonial  property,  he  would  elerate  the  moral 
nature  of  the  population  in  the  other  parts  of 
Uie  colony  where  they  had  no  Land  Fund— he 
would  not  excite  their  cupidity.  I  must  con- 
fess that  I  listened  to  that  statement  with  rery 
great  astonishment  indeed.  I  would  just  draw 
a  picture:  Take  Marlborouffh,  for  instance — 
or,  perhaps,  I  had  better  take  Auckland:  that 
will  be  a  better  instance  still.  The  honorable 
oentleman  has  not  told  us  what  land  reTcnue 
he  expects  to  get  from  Auckhmd,  but  he  tells  us 
that  ne  expects  to  get  a  total  land  rereuue  of 
ig6&0,000  from  tlie  colony.  If  that  is  the  total 
amount  he  is  going  to  get  all  oyer  the  colony,  he 
will  not  flet  more  than  £80,000  or  £100,000  from 
Auckland— £70,000  would  be  nearer  Uie  maris. 
Of  course  I  am  taking  the  amount  for  the  next 
six  months;  I  am  supposing  that  the  estimate 
comes  up  to  the  total  amount  stated,  which  it 
cannot  come  up  to  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
raises  the  price  of  land.  Admitting  that  he  gets 
£80,000  from  Auckland  out  of  the  £550,000, 
and  from  Oanterburjr  £250,000— for  he  will  cer- 
tainly get  £250,000  in  Oanterbury,  or,  probably 
£800,000— if,  I  say,  the  total  rcTenue  for  the  six 
months  reaches  £550,000,  then  the  people  of 
Auckland  will  hare  the  satisfaction  of  diriding 
among  themsel?es  £20,000 — that  large  pro? ince 
of  Auckland,  coTering  half  the  North  Island, 
will  hare  that  amount  to  di?ide  —  while  tbe 
CMiterbury  people  will  haye    the   pleasure  of 
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diriding  £60,000,  hanng  already  received  daring 
the  first  half-year  £600,000.  And  yet  the  cupid- 
ity of  Auckland  which  now  exists  will  entirely 
disappear  by  tbe  plan  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. This,  after  all,  is  but  a  question  of  de- 
gree. It  is  a  difference  between  100  per  cent, 
and  20  per  cent.  The  difference  will  be  as 
striking  and  will  produce  as  mueh  discontent  in 
the  Aucklanderd  as  it  did  before,  the  proportion- 
ate difference  being  just  the  same.  Therefore 
the  moral  effect  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
supposes  he  will  produce  must  absolutely  fail. 
Then  we  come  to  the  next  effect  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  thinks  he  will  produce— the 
balancing  of  the  revenue  and  the  expenditure. 
And^here,  Sir,  I  must  confess  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  absolutely  failed  to  make  any- 
thing plain  to  me.  The  honorable  member  for 
Tuapeka,  no  doubt,  understands  all  about  it. 
What  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  ought  to 
haye  done,  and  what  I  think  the  House  nas  a 
right  to  demand,  and  the  people  of  the  country 
haye  a  right  to  demand,  is  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  put  down  on  each  side  of  an 
account  his  expenditure  and  his  reyenue  as  esti- 
mated for  the  next  six  months.  We  had  a  right 
to  demand  a  clean  sheet,  showing  exactly  how  the 
honorable  gentleman  arrived  at  his  calculations. 
How  am  I  to  argue  that  he  will  not  have  a  de- 
ficit of  ^188,000  at  the  end  of  the  next  six 
months  if  I  have  not  the  basis  upon  which  he 
forms  his  calcuUtions  P  I  say  the  House  has  a 
right  to  demand,  and  I  trust  his  own  foUowers, 
who  are  as  responsible  to  the  country  as  we  are, 
will  also  demaiid,  that  that  shall  be  produced  by 
the  Government.  If  I  understood  the  honorable 
ffentleman  aright,  he  accepted  generally,  as  the 
Qovemment  ^ve  always  accepted,  my  estimate 
of  both  the  revenue  and  expenditure.  He  mis- 
quoted, as  the  Treasurer  did  the  other  night  more 
than  once,  the  estimate  of  land  revenue  of  the 
late  Government.  He  twice  stated  the  amount  as 
£743,000,  whereas  I  have  shown,  and  honorable 
gentlemen  can  verify  tbe  statement  by  reference 
to  the  tables,  that  the  amount  is  £^0,000.  I 
am  surprised  at  the  honorable  gentleman  making 
that  statement.  Now  the  honorable  gentleman 
says— and  here  I  would  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  exceeding  accuracy  of  this 
Qovemment 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  The  honorable  gentleman's 
estimate  is  quite  correct.  I  did  not  observe  the 
figures  when  speaking. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  accept  the  honorable 
gentleman's  statement,  and  withdraw  what  I  have 
said.  The  Treasurer  has  told  us  that  we  shall 
get  a  million  from  the  Land  Fund ;  then  he  in- 
creased it  to  £1,100,000;  and  now  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  increased  it  to  £1,450,000.  If 
we  stay  here  a  week  longer  it  will,  no  doubt, 
be  incnsased  to  two  millions,  and  then,  no  doubt, 
we  shall  have  that  equilibrium  of  which  we 
hear  so  much.  I  merely  wish  to  point  out  the 
great  accuracy  of  this  yery  accurate  Gt>yem- 
ment,  which,  some  five  or  six  weeks  ago,  had 
thoroughly  mastered  the  position,  and,  as  stated 
by  the  Treasurer,  had  devised  a  thorough  and 
•atislaotozy  system  of  fioanoe,  which  would  not 
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only  ntisf  J  the  Houm  and  the  public,  but  the 
public  crciiitort  at  Ilome.  Having  thorouglilv 
mattered  the  financial  situation  and  deTised  that 
»T8tem  some  six  or  teren  weeks  ago,  it  is  a  little 
surprising  that  the  honorable  gentleman  should 
liare  been  so  rague  as  he  has  been  to-night,  and 
so  inaccurate  as  I  hare  already  shown.  I  accept 
the  honorable  gentleman's  own  figures  ;  and  let  u« 
see  how  wo  can  work  them  out.  The  honorable 
gentleman  soys  wo  are  (o  hare  a  Land  Fund  for 
sis  months  of  £550,000.  Out  of  that,  he  bos  to 
paj  away  20  per  cent,  to  the  districts.  That  will 
bo  £111,000  out  of  it,  which  will  leare  him 
£110,0X>  to  the  good.  Of  that  amount,  he  has  to 
pay  £322,000,  one-half  of  the  charges— £644,000 
—on  the  Land  Fund  for  the  year.  But  he  tells 
us  he  is  goiiig  to  reduce  these  charges  rery  mucli. 
We  shall  see  when  we  come  back  next  year.  The 
only  possible  part  of  these  charges  which  he  can 
reduce  is  the  Surrey  Department,  and  I  say  that, 
if  we  reduce  that,  it  means  a  stop  to  settlement, 
or  it  means  the  confusion  which  we  haTo  already 
been  suffering  in  some  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
an  enormou»ly  incrvased  expenditure  in  future 
years.  Those  estimates  of  ours  for  survey  were 
prepared  with  very  great  care  by  the  Surreyor- 
General,  and  were  cut  down  to  the  very  lowest 
point  that  he  thought  would  be  safe  in  order  to 
carry  out  what  he  knew  was  the  absolutely  neces- 
sary work  of  the  country.  The  late  Qoremment 
baring  taken  off  all  the  charges  on  the  Land 
Fund  except  the  charges  for  interest,  surv^,  &o., 
the  House  will  be  abfi  to  see  what  value  is  to  be 
attached  to  tiie  proposition  to  reduce  charges.  I 
assume,  therefore,  that  £322,000  will  practically 
have  to  be  expended  during  the  last  six  months 
of  the  year,  so  that  all  tlie  honorable  gentleman 
will  receive  into  the  Treasury  in  aid  is  £118,000. 
Now,  I  will  ask  you  to  ooni>icier  this :  The  honor- 
able gentleman  has  accepted  my  statement  of 
revenue  and  expenditure,  with  this  reservation : 
that  he  hopes  to  make  very  considerable  reduc- 
tions in  the  expenditure.  When  in  opposition 
he  saw  his  way  to  make  an  immediate  reduction 
of  £100,000,  but  now  he  only  sees  his  way  to 
hoping  to  make  some  reduction  during  the  next 
six  months.  It  was  an  absolute  certainty 
before,  but  now  that  he  has  attained  to  power 
and  responsibility  it  has  dwindled  into  hope.  By 
next  session  I  think  it  will  have  dwindled  into 
the  expenditure  we  proposed  to  make,  llien  he 
has  told  you — and  I  do  not  think  he  has  acted 
quite  fairly  in  so  doing — that  our  estimate  of  land 
revenue  during  the  first  six  months  of  this  year 
will  fall  short  b^  £118,000.  But  we  could  have 
told  him  that,  in  Auckland  alone,  the  deficit 
amounts  to  that.  We  never  expected  to  make 
any  sales  in  Auckland  during  the  first  six  montlis, 
because  the  surveys  would  not  be  ready  until 
the  next  six  months.  So  that  when  the  honor- 
able gentleman  says  we  leave  him  a  deficit  it 
is  not  fair,  because  our  calculation  was  for  the 
year,  and  we  knew  that  the  sales  could  not  take 
place  during  the  first  half-year  either  in  Tara- 
naki  or  in  Auckland.  I  say  that,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  pushes  on  the  surveys  as  we  were 
pushing  them  on,  Auckland  will  yield  very  nearly 
the  amount  we  estimated,  and  possibly  more. 
Major  Atkinson 


To  go  back  again,  the  honorable  gentleman  ac- 
cepts my  estimate  of  revenue  and  expenditure, 
but   he  rejects  my   proposition   to  baluico  the 
accounU  by  Uking  £167,000  from  the  Oftago  aadl 
Canterbury  Land  Funds ;  and  to  this  deficit  nuiit 
be  added  the  £30,000  which,  through  the  r0Jeo> 
tion  of  the  capitation  clauses  in  the  £dacataaii 
Bill,  has  also  to  be  made  up.    There  will  ther^ 
fore  be  a  deficit  of  £200,000  to   provide   lor. 
liow  does  the  honorable  gentleman   propose  to 
meet  that  ?     Upon  my  estimate  of  reyenne  and 
expenditure,  throngh  the  alteration  which  tha 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  to  make  bj  taking 
over  the  Land  Fund,  there  will  be,  so   he  tdls 
us,  a  deficit  of  £118,000  on  the  1st  of  Jaaaary 
next.     In  order  to  produce  an  equilibrium    be- 
tween the  revenue  and  expenditure,  he  has,  there- 
fore, got  to  show  us  that  by  taking  the   IJaad 
Fund  he  will  get  £318,000.     Now  I  cmll  opon 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  show  us  that.      I  asif 
that  the  House  and  the  country  have  a  right  to 
demand  it.    I  call  upon  the  honorable  raetnber 
for  Akaroa  and  the  honorable  member  for  JN'elson 
City  (Mr.  Sharp) — whose  only  reason  for  sup- 
porting the  Government  is  that  they  will  equalise 
the   finances— to  insist  upon    tlie    Goremmeat 
telling  them  how  this  deficiency  of  £318,000  ia  to 
be  made  up.     The  honorable  gentleman,  bjr  his 
own  figures — except  the  great  saving  he  is  going 
to  make  upon  our  estimate  of  expenditure  in  the 
Survey  Department — only  claims  to  receive  &om 
the  Land  Fund  £118,000  to  meet  this  defiotengr 
of  £318,000.    Yet   I   am  told   that  this   great 
scheme   is   for   the   purpose   of   equalizing    the 
accounts.    The  honorable  gentleman  has  fiailed 
absolutely  and  entirely  to  show  us  how  this  end 
is  to  be  accomplished.    Surely  this  House,  ccm- 
sisting  of  business  men — men  responsible  to  the 
country — is  not  prepared  to  part  without  hear- 
ing from  the  Qovemment  some  definite  proposal 
as  to  how  this  deficit  is  to  be  made  good.   On  the 
estimatee  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  supposing 
he  gets  this  enormous  Land  Fund  of  £1,400,000 
or  £1,500,000 — something  like  half  as  modi  agam 
as  it  has  ever  been  berore  —  he  will  be  abao- 
lutely  short  £200,000.    This  is  enttrdr  withont 
the  Supplementary  Estimates.     The  honorable 
gentleman   brought    down    those    Estimatss   as 
amounting  to  £112,000 ;   but,  as  I  pointed  oat, 
he  charged  in  that  sum  £64,000  already  written 
off.    Then  there  are  those  enormous  additioml 
Supplementary  Estimates  which  are  coming  down ; 
and  there  are  those  provincial  liabilities,  which 
I  am  bound  to  suppose  they  will  submit  to  us, 
because  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  charged  them 
against  revenue  in  the  Financial  Statement,  and 
has  used  them  to  show  what  is  the  daily  expen- 
diture of  the  colony.      We  know  that  it  is  a 
simple  absurdity,  but  still  I  am  bonnd  to  suppose 
they  are  going  to  be  charged  against  revenue.    I 
differ  from  the  honorable  gentleman  to  the  extent 
of  £400,000  out  of  £600,000  — and  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  are  now  inquiring  into  the 
matter,  and  their  report  will  show  who  is  correct 
— but,  according  to  the  honorable  gentleman's 
own  statement,  this  will  make  a  further  deficieney 
of  £800,000.    The  Government  will  therefore  be 
short  to  the  amount  of  £800,000.    And  this  ii  a 
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dear  statement !  This  is  balancing  the  accounts 
of  the  colony  !  This  is  the  statement  that  a  plain 
man  could  nnderittaiid  I  The  honorable  gentle- 
man says  we  made  a  proposition  to  take  £1^7,000 
from  the  Prorinoial  Districts  of  Otago  and  Can- 
terbury without  law.  What  does  he  mean  by 
that  statement  ?  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  do  to 
without  law.  I  might  as  well  say  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  take  £550,000  from 
the  proTinces  without  law.  We  stated  our  finan- 
cial propo:>ition8  in  order  that  the  House  might 
^vo  us  authority  to  carry  them  out.  I  was  rather 
mterested  by  the  honorable  gentleman's  remark 
relating  to  the  sum  of  £40,000  to  be  received 
from  the  Feilding  Settlement.  I  do  not  know 
what  he  proposes  to  do  with  the  money,  but  the 
statement  was  ratlier  interesting.  I  thought  it 
was  already  settled  by  law.  I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  his  reply  will  be  a  little  more  definite, 
and  will  tell  us  what  he  is  going  to  do  with  that 
■urn.  Apparently  he  is  going  to  use  it  to  get  rid 
of  the  deficit.  Tiie  honorable  gentleman  says 
that  practically  we  had  already  t-aken  the  Land 
Fund.  Now,  between  the  1st  January  and  the 
80th  June  last  we  distributed  in  Canterbury 
£850,000  of  Land  Fund.  During  the  first  six 
months  of  the  present  financial  year  at  least 
£600,000  will  have  been  distributed  in  the  yarious 
proyincial  districts,  principally  in  Canterbury.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  said,  **  It  is  Tery  unfair 
to  pay  those  large  sums  to  Canterbury — I  mean 
to  take  Canterbury's  money,"  I  oould  haTc  under- 
stood him  ;  but  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  whole  of 
Ihe  Land  Fund  was  taken.  Nor  is  it  a  fact  that 
it  was  immoral,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  puts 
it,  to  take  the  £167,000  in  the  way  that  I  pro- 
posed while  it  is  perfectly  nnoral  to  take  £800,000 
in  the  way  the  honorable  gentleman  proposes. 
We  were  both  going  to  do  it  by  law,  and  the 
people  of  Canterbury  will  want  a  great  deal  of 
persuasion  to  make  them  belicTe  that  my  pro- 
position to  take  £58,000  from  them  was  an  im- 
moral act,  while  the  Premier,  who  is  going  to 
take  £800,000  by  exactly  the  same  process  as 
I  proposed,  is  acting  in  a  manner  which  is 
the  height  of  morality.  No,  Sir.  The  taking 
of  the  Land  Fund  must  be  defended  on  quite 
diflerent  grounds  from  that,  and  I  was  Tery 
■orry  indeed  to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman 
attempt  to  defend  it  in  that  way.  1  was  also 
•orry  to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman  say  that 
be  thought  we  ought  to  appeal  to  the  people 
before  we  did  this,  because  the  honorable  gentle- 
man this  session,  last  session,  and  the  session 
before  has  demanded  that  the  Land  Fund  should 
be  instantly  seized,  without  any  notice  to  any- 
body, stating  that  this  House  was  quite  compe- 
tent to  do  it — that  it  was  doing  a  gretX  injustice 
to  the  people  of  New  Zealand  in  not  there  and 
then  seizing  the  Land  Fund.  Now  we  are  told 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  that  we  ought  to 
hare  gone  to  the  country  first.  Not  a  word  did 
we  hear  about  tbat  when  Mr.  Wood  mored  his 
resolution  this  session,  and  when  Mr.  Whitaker 
mored  his  resolution  last  session.  I  think  I  hare 
shown  clearly,  from  the  figures  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  iiimself,  that,  supposing  he  gets  every- 
thing he  says  he  is  going  to  get,  there  will  be 


a  deficit  of  £200,000,  without  the  Supplementary 
Estimates.  I  repeat  this  point  again,  because  it 
is  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  colony.  I  hope 
the  honorable  gentleman  will  tell  us  distinctly 
how  he  is  going  to  meet  this  deficit  of  £200,000, 
which  is  not  in  any  way  caused  by  the  miscalcu- 
lations of  tlie  late  QoTernment,  as  I  have  shown. 
Now  for  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  Bill 
iteelf.  I  may  say,  with  regard  to  clause  6,  that 
the  distribution  of  rates  is  not  at  all  as  advan- 
tageous to  the  counties  as  under  the  old  Act,  and 
for  this  reason :  that  under  the  old  Act  the 
county  got  a  subsidy,  as  long  as  the  Rood  Boards 
levied  a  rate,  whether  the  county  levied  a  rat«  or 
not :  that  is  to  say,  if  one  rate  was  levied  either 
by  the  County  Council  or  by  the  Koad  Boards 
within  the  county,  then  the  Government  paid 
£2  for  £1.  But  under  this  proposed  arrange- 
ment— and  I  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  honorable  gentlemen  to  this  —  if  the  Boad 
Boards  strike  a  rate  and  the  county  does  not, 
then  the  road  districts  and  the  county  together 
will  only  receive  a  subsidy  of  £1  instead  of  £2 ; 
so  that,  unless  a  double  rate  is  struck— one  by 
the  County  Council  and  one  by  the  Road  Boards 
— they  would  only  be  paid  £1  for  £1.  The 
honorable  gentleman  should  have  told  the  coun- 
try that  fact  when  he  made  his  proposaL  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  di«tribution  of  the  20  per 
cent,  there  is  also  a  very  great  difierence.  The 
object  the  honorable  gentleman  has  in  view,  of 
getting  the  money  spent  in  the  out-districts,  will 
by  his  own  plan  be  entirely  defeated,  because 
under  the  Counties  Act  the  surplus  land  revenue 
was  distributed  according  to  area  and  according 
to  rates,  while  under  the  present  proposal  it  is 
only  to  be  distributed  acconiing  to  rates  ;  so  that 
the  20  per  cent,  will  invariably  go  to  the  populous 
districts :  it  is  to  be  divided  upon  the  subsidies, 
while  under  the  former  system  it  was  divided 
according  to  area  and  rates  also.  But,  Sir, 
these  are,  of  course,  only  Committee  objections, 
to  which  I  merely  wish  to  call  attention,  and  to 
meet  which  no  doubt  alterations  can  be  made  in 
Committee.  My  main  object  was  to  speak  to 
what  is  really  the  important  question  now  before 
us — namely,  the  equalization  of  the  revenue  and 
the  expenditure ;  and,  as  I  have  shown,  the  Pre- 
mier has  entirely  failed  in  tliat,  and  has  not  ap- 
proached the  task  at  all.  All  he  has  done  is  to 
leave  my  proposition  exactly  where  it  was,  except 
that  he  has  determined  to  abandon  the  £167)000, 
and  has  made  no  provision  whatever  for  the 
£80,000  which  wo  have  to  provide  for  under  the 
Education  Act.  Nor  does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man make  any  provision  for  the  £118,000  which 
he  loses  through  giving  up  to  those  provinces 
the  Land  Fund  wMoh  the  previous  Government 
had  calculated  on  for  the  year,  and  which  we 
know  could  not  possibly  come  witliin  the  first  six 
months.  I  trust  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
answer  these  points.  I  trust  he  wUl  immediately 
have  a  statement  prepared,  such  as,  I  remember, 
he  was  always  calling  out  for  when  in  opposition, 
showing  clearly  the  revenue  and  expenditure  on 
each  aide  of  the  account  for  the  six  months.  When 
he  has  done  that,  it  will  be  seen  whether  there  has 
been  any  juggling,  or  whether  I  have  twirted  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


644 


Finemeial 


[HOFSE.]         ArrangemmU  Bitt.        [Dsa  t 


•cconnts  or  not,  and  it  will  be  »een,  alfo,  that 
there  is  a  deficit  of  £200,000  which  will  be  abso- 
lutely unprovided  for. 

Mr.  BEES. — The  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  challenged  honorable  membere 
on  this  side  of  the  House  to  prore  the  dispa- 
rity of  his  own  figures  and  the  correctness  of 
those  which  hare  been  put  forward  from  the 
Ministerial  benches.  But  if  any  argument  were 
needed  by  the  House  and  the  country  to  show 
that  this  taking  of  the  Land  Fund  as  colonial 
rerenue  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  the  existence 
of  the  credit  of  this  country,  the  remarks  which 
hare  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  this 
erening  abundantly  supply  that  argument.  No 
stronger  arguments  ooula  possibly  t^  adduced  in 
favour  of  this  step  than  the  figures  he  himself 
has  quoted.  He  has  stated  that  during  this  year 
£600,000  of  land  revenue  has  been  distributed  to 
Canterbury.  Kow,  £000,000  has  been  distributed 
to  one  province,  while  the  country  has  been  run 
into  debt  to  the  extent  of  £120,000  on  account  of 
the  other  provinces.  A  province  already  en- 
riched has  had  this  enormous  amount  of  money 
Said,  while  the  country  has  run  £120,000  into 
ebt  on  account  of  the  others. 
Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  argue  against 
the  takins  of  the  Land  Fund. 

Mr.  BEES. — I  am  very  glad  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  did  not  argue  against  the  Land 
Fund  being  taken,  because  if  he  support*  the 
taking  of  the  Land  Fund  he  is  bound  to  support 
the  present  Ministry  and  help  to  carry  their 
Bills  through.  That  is  the  absolute  logical  con- 
clusion. Whatever  faults  he  may  find,  howcTer 
captious  he  mny  be,  whatever  holes  he  may  seek 
to  pick  in  the  Ministerial  Statement,  he  must  see 
plainly  that  the  only  thing  to  sare  the  public 
credit  of  New  Zealand,  the  only  thing  to  stop  it 
from  sinking  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  mire  of 
Treasury  bills  and  debt^  is  the  absolute  taking  of 
the  Land  Fund  from  a  definite  period.  I  am 
Tery  much  obliged  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
for  stating  what  he  has  done,  because  it  must 
now  be  seen  that,  so  far  as  these  BiUs  embody 
the  policy  of  the  Gk>vemment,  the    honorable 

fentleman,  instead  of  being  the  leader  of  the 
)pposition,  is  a  leading  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  honorable  gentleman  cannot  say  one 
thing  one  moment  and  another  thing  the  next 
moment.  To  be  a  politician  he  must  adhere  to 
•oroe  definite  statement,  and,  after  his  own  figures 
to-night,  and  the  admission  that  the  Uking  of 
the  Laxid  Fund  is  the  only  thing  to  sare  the 
country,  he  must  support  the  Ministry.  I  will 
refer  to  a  few  figures  to  show  the  absolute  necea- 
•ity  for  this  step,  so  that  there  can  be  no  mistake 
about  it  either  nere  or  outside  the  walls  of  this 
Chamber.  In  the  Proyince  of  Canterbury  there 
has  been  received  from  land  sales  between  the 
1st  July  and  the  24th  November  £661,000. 
Taking  the  receipts  for  the  period  between  the 
24th  November  and  the  Slst  December,  say,  five 
weeks,  at  £100,000,  that  would  make  the  land  re- 
ceipts for  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  for  the  six 
months  from  the  SOth  June  to  the  81st  Decem- 
ber, £760,000.  Of  that  sum  there  is  against  the 
Oantcrbvry  Province  only  £61,000,  which  is  paid 
Major  AtHmon 


as  part  of  the  ohai^ges  of  the  colony.  Thai  1 
a  sum  of  £688,000  which  the  bonoraUe  gentle* 
man,  while  he  has  been  in  power,  will  have  siDovsd 
the  colony  to  hare  paid  over  to  the  Provinee  ef 
Canterbury  in  the  six  months,  whila  the  oolooj 
itself  is  in  want  of  money  in  ereiy  diractioo  f« 
the  prosecution  of  public  works,  and  is  actvaUj 
running  into  debt  at  the  very  same  time  to  the 
extent  of  between  £120,000  and  £l90fi00  m 
Treasury  bills,  or,  what  is  eqmralent,  buumwd 
money.  That  has  been  the  honorable  geatls- 
raan*8  policy,  and  that,  unless  the  preaant  0OT«m 
ment  had  come  into  power  and  had  taken  a  bold 
and  decided  step,  would  have  been  his  pcdiey,  he 
tells  us,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Ac- 
cording to  the  lumorable  gentleman's  own  slate 
ment,  first  of  all  there  is  for  the  first  six  months 
£  1 20,000  deficiency  on  account  of  other  proTiBCSS. 
He  shows  that,  of  £660,000,  within  the  kst  sk 
months,  £300,000  went  to  Canterbury.  W^  fm 
the  second  six  months  there  woold  be  only 
£260,000  from  all  the  other  provinees,  and  he 
vrill  see  from  his  own  tables  that  £860,000 
will  not  pay  the  costs  for  the  six  moMlha 
The  total  cost  for  the  six  months  in  con—e 
tion  with  the  whole  of  the  Land  Fond  for  all 
the  prorinces  will  be  £822,000.  WeU,  when  k 
that  amount  to  come  from,  if  Canterbmy  is  to 
have  £300,000  out  of  £660,000?  If  he  wtt 
show  me  how,  out  of  the  balance  of  £26Ofi00  be- 
tween £660,000  and  £800,000,  he  is  going  to  gst 
£322,000, 1  shall  be  very  much  ohligad  to  him. 
It  cannot  be  got,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
must  see  it.  Besides,  Canterbury  would  be  a 
large  subscriber,  and  in  all  the  other  proviaoss 
there  would  still  be  a  deficiency  which  woold 
hare  to  be  made  up  by  borrowed  money.  Tk» 
next  efi^ect  was  this  :  that,  while  Canterbury  aad 
Otago  had  large  balances,  the  colony  would  ke 
worse  off  than  ever.  When  I  say  that,  I  mstD 
that  OUgo  itself  has  barely  enough,  bni  Canter- 
bury would  have  much  more  than  enough.  Whils 
the  whcde  colony  would  haye  increased  its  debt  to 
the  extent  of  £200,000,  Canterbury  would  have 
distributed  amongst  its  counties  and  Boad  Boards 
£840,000.  That  was  part  of  the  honorable  gaitl»> 
man's  scheme  of  finance — that,  while  the  wbols 
colony  was  drifting  into  discredit,  the  Prorineeof 
Canterbury  was  getting  richer  and  richer.  Ihe 
honorable  gentleman  said  the  Premier  mads  a 
mistake  in  relation  to  the  sums  he  mentioDedj 
but,  Sir,  the  Premier  only  goes  upon  the  KsHmstsi 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  himself,  and,  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  arguing  in  fevour  of  his 
own  figures,  it  followed  of  necessity  that  he  was 
arguing  that  the  calculations  of  the  Pmasierwcff 
absolutely  correct.  If,  howerer,  we  get  £860,000 
more  money  than  is  estimated,  both  will  go  i^i 
but  the  Estimates  of  the  present  Premier  wUl  go 
fiur  nearer  the  mark  than  the  Estimates  of  tSs 
honorable  member  for  Bgmont.  But  the  hooe^ 
able  member  for  Egmont  must  know  t^  Us 
Estimates  are  not  correct,  and  that  AueUsnd, 
Taranaki,  and  Wellington  cannot  yi^  tbi 
amount  of  land  reyenue  which  he  estimated  to 
get  from  them.  He  has  set  down  the  Ancklaiid 
revenue  at  £180,000,  but  no  one  exo^  the 
honorable   mamber  for  Egmont   beUeres  tkit, 
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while  in  the  fbtt  six  months  Anoklaiicl  hss  con- 
tributed £600,  it  will  oontribute  £180,000,  or 
make  up  the  bftlanoe  of  £120,000,  in  the  next  six 
ttionths  :  but,  eren  so,  Auckland  would  be  better 
off,  and  the  colony  would  be  better  off,  under  the 
proposals  of  the  present  Oolonial  Treitsurer  than 
nnaer  the  scheme  of  the  ex-G(^onial  Treasnrer. 
I  bdiere  if  the  Land  Fund  is  taken  it  will  eqoaliie 
matters.  Let  us  look  at  Canterbury,  for  instance. 
Biq>p08ing  that  Canterburj  during  the  last  half  of 
the  year  receired  a  sum  of  £dM),000,  and  that 
the  charges  on  her  Land  Fund  are  £61,000,  the 
20  per  cent,  taken  off  £800,000  will  be  £00,000: 
that  will  leave  a  balanoe  of  £180,000. 

An  Hon.  Mbmvbb. — ^Tou  are  going  to  t^e 
ffom  Canterbur?  £180,000. 

Mr.  BBES.-^Tes.  l^ke  £180,000  from  Can- 
terbuiy  for  the  safety  of  the  whole  body-pohtic. 
And  if  Canterbury  receiyes  £400,000  we  shall 
lake  £75,000  more,  so  that  the  public  purse  will 
be  rdiered  to  the  extent  of  £265,000  s  and,  when 
we  remember  that  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year  we  hare  distributed  £680,000,  it  is  not  rery 
much  that  the  colony  should  ask  for  £255,000 
when  it  finds  itself  in  a  sinking  condition.  And, 
Sir,  this  is  the  only  proposal  which  can  sare  the 
colony.  I  am  sure  that  eren  honorable  members 
ftom  Otago,  when  they  look  at  the  figures,  will 
see  that  the  only  possible  thing  which  can  saTC 
Kew  Zealand  is  to  take  the  step  the  present 
Ministry  has  proposed.  Of  this  I  am  sure  :  They 
will  be  supported  by  this  House,  eren  by  those 
who  beliere  Uiat  the  proTincee  should  retain 
their  money ;  while  in  all  the  prorinces,  north 
and  south— eren  in  the  ProTinces  of  Canterbury 
and  Otago,  when  men  come  to  examine  the  facts 
Knd  figures  brought  forward  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer — they  inll  be  supportea,  for  all  must 
•ee  that  the  oohr  aTonne  of  safety  lies  in  taking  the 
Iiand  Fond.  If  the  constituencies  were  tested  at 
once  they  would  readily  agree  to  this  plan  being 
•dopted.  I  shall  not  follow  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  his  calculations — ^it  will  remain  to  be 
•aen  which  are  coirect;  but  I  would  say  this: 
Whaterer  they  may  week  out,  they  will  not  realixe 
cadi,  while  taking  ^e  Land  Fund  will.  If  the 
atatements  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  aro  eorrect 
we  diall  find  that  there  is  £150,000  mors  in  the 
Shnsasury  than  there  would  hare  been  if  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmeot's  Statement  had 
been  accepted.  The  honorablegentleman  in  his 
ICmisterial  Statement  said,  **  We  should  release 
past  debts."  It  was  not  to  be  a  contribution 
taken  by  force  of  law,  but  oMrely  a  paying  of 
past  debts.    Here  is  what  he  says : — 

"  As  respects  the  Frorincial  Districts  of  Caa- 
tarimry  and  Otago  no  sach  argument  can  be 
vrged,  and  we  propose  to  cfaai^  the  Land  Fund 
ef  Canterbury  with  a  sum  of  £58,000,  and  that 
of  Otago  with  a  eum  of  £109,000,  being  in  eadi 
ease  one  moiety  of  the  amount  by  which  the  Land 
Fund  of  those  distrieto  has  been  aided.'' 

He  did  not  say  it  was  ta  be  taken  by  law. 
fie  was  so  acoustomed  to  doing  thingB  outside 
the  law  that  ha  eoemed  to  thssk  he  stood  abore 
fha  law  altogether,  and  must  have  fancied  that 
the  law  was  no  lonper  necessary.  The  wiU  of 
r  was  4a  ^  liar.    Howarer,  that  savt 


of  thing  has  now  gone  by,  and  the  people  will 
now  see  that,  instcM  of  a  manipulation  of  books 
and  accounts,  instead  of  a  "  thimble-rieging " 
finance,  as  it  has  well  been  called,  which  left  us 
each  year  deeper  in  debt  than  before,  we  shall 
hare  a  solid  finance  ;  and  that,  instead  of  haring 
to  meet  a  deficiency  each  year,  we  shall  hare  a 
sovplus  in  cash  with  which  to  enter  upon  the 
operations  of  the  yeor.  If  any  honorable  gentle- 
man will  take  the  trouble  to  go  into  the  thing, 
he  will  soon  see  that  the  nroposal  of  the  Gk>Tem« 
ment  is  a  sound  one,  ana  I  belieye  the  districts 
most  affected  will  absolutely  coincide  with  the 
▼iews  of  a  minority  of  this  House. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  lust  spoken  ended  by  saying  that  this 
year  we  should  begin  with  a  real  actual  surplus 
in  cash  in  consequence  of  taking  the  Land  Fund. 

Mr.  BEES.— I  did  not  say  this  year. 

Mr.  BOWSN.— Well,  some  time  or  another. 
Now,  the  Premier  stated  that  there  would  be  a 
deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year.  We  are  dealinjg 
with  the  estimate  for  the  present  year,  and  it  is 
important  for  us  to  know  how  the  aoknowledeed 
deficit  is  to  be  made  up.  The  honorable  member 
ibr  Auckland  City  East  spoke  of  the  soundness 
of  the  finance,  but  I  nerer  preriously  knew  or 
heard  of  a  financial  scheme  in  which  a  deficit  had 
been  acknowledged  but  no  proposal  made  to  meet 
that  deficit.  By-and-br,  we  are  told,  there  will 
be  some  means  of  balancing  our  account,  but 
there  is  no  proposal  whaterer  by  which  the  de- 
ficit is  now  to  be  made  up.  With  resard  to  the 
propesid  of  the  late  Goremment  to  wke  £58,000 
from  Canterbury  and  £109,000  from  Otago,  it 
has  been  asserted  again  and  again,  and  the  honor- 
able ffentleman  who  last  epoke  repeated  it,  that  it 
was  Uie  intention  of  ike  Goyemment  to  take  that 
money  without  the  autliority  of  law.  I  should 
like  to  know  how  the  Goremment  could  do  it 
without  the  authority  of  law :  perhaps  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  tell  us.  How  could  the 
money  be  got  at  without  the  authority  of  lawP 
Does  the  honorable  gentleman  not  know  that  it  is 
impossible  to  spend  a  farthing  without  the  autho- 
rity of  law  F  Does  he  not  know  of  the  existence 
of  such  oflieers  as  the  Commissioners  of  Audit  P 
And  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  Appro- 
priation Aet,  in  which  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
yemment hare  to  be  embodiea,  is  not,  when  passed, 
a  law.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  €K>yerament  in- 
tended to  take  this  aa  a  contribution  on  account 
of  the  profious  expenditure  on  puUic  works  in 
the  rei^>eotiye  prorincial  districts,  because  we 
held  that  iHie  Land  Fund  ought  only  to  be  de- 
yoted  to  public  works;  and,  Sir,  whether  the 
General  Gbremment  or  tiie  Proyincial  Gbrem- 
ment  canned  out  thoee  works,  we  held  that  they 
were  still  public  works  done  to  open  up  the  dis- 
toiete  firoai  which  that  Land  Fund  was  to  be 
taken:  thefefore  it  was  legitimate  to  take  from 
the  I^uid  Fund  that  money  when  it  was  wanted. 
As  to  the  present  proposal,  I  can  only  repeat 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Sgmont  said, 
that  it  will  take  a  great  deal  to  persuade  the 
people  of  Canterbury  that  a  proposal  to  take,  by 
one  larm  of  law,  a  sum  of  £800,000  is  mote  satis- 
thaQ  to  take,  by  means  of  the  Appropwa 
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tion  Act,  a  sam  of  £58,000.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  some  different  arrangement  must  have  been 
made  sooner  or  Jater  in  dealing  with  the  Land 
Fund.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that ;  I  am  not 
prepared  to  denj  it;  but,  at  the  saoie  time,  I 
have  always  stood  out  against  that  being  done 
until  there  was  an  opportunity  of  consulting 
tlie  constituencies  on  the  subject.  I  would  also 
say  this:  that,  in  whatever  way  we  deal  with 
the  Land  Fund,  there  ought  to  be  a  guarantee 
that  it  shall  be  spent  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  country.  Under  the  system  now  proposed 
there  is  no  guarantee  of  that  kind,  and  there  is 
a  great  temptation  to  the  country  to  devote  this 
money  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  Ck>vemment. 
If  the  Land  Fund  is  not  set  aside  for  the  purpose 
which  I  have  described,  there  will  be  danger, 
year  after  year,  of  looking  upon  it,  as  they  have 
done  in  Now  South  Wales,  to  the  great  mischief 
of  that  colony,  as  ordinary  revenue.  There  is 
one  principle  in  the  new  Land  Sales  Act — I /be- 
lieve  we  are  to  consider  this  Act  together  with 
the  Financial  Arrangements  Act — with  wliich  I 
cannot  agree.  It  was  reasonable  to  accept  a 
limited  application  of  the  principle,  so  long  as 
we  were  but  incorporating  provincial  laws  to 
which  men  have  become  accustomed  in  different 
districts,  but  I  protest  asainst  its  being  made 
the  general  law  of  Kew  Zealand,  that  all  lands 
throughout  the  country  should  be  put  up  to 
auction.  I  know  there  are  some  honorable  mem- 
bers— the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City, 
Mr.  Stout,  for  instance— who  believe  that  there 
is  no  other  proper  way  of  disposing  of  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown  than  sale  by  auction;  but 
I  believe  it  is  the  worst  possible  system.  It 
is  a  system  which,  instead  of  leaving  the  bond 
Hde  settler  such  money  as  the  State  can  afford,  to 
utilize  his  land  after  paying  a  reasonable  price 
for  it,  will  take  that  money  out  of  his  pocket  and 
put  it  into  the  pocket  of  the  State  itself.  It  is, 
further,  giving  the  capitalist  an  overwhelming  ad- 
Tantage  over  the  bond  fide  settler.  I  believe  that, 
while  a  reasonable  price  should  be  put  upon  the 
land  to  secure  its  being  opened  up  and  settled, 
iJl  money  beyond  that  taken  irom  the  settler  is  a 
detriment  to  the  country.  I  believe,  also,  that 
the  bond  fide  settler  will  have  no  chance  what- 
ever, once  auction  sales  become  the  rule  through- 
out the  country,  and  when  there  is  no  other  way 
for  him  to  obtain  land.  It  may  be  said  that  in 
the  Uuited  States  the  lands  are  put  up  to  auction ; 
but  there  the  land  is  almost  unlimited  in  quan- 
tity, and  there  is  practically  no  competition, 
except  in  the  case  of  town  and  suburban  lands. 
It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  there  the  land  when 
put  up  is  knocked  down  to  the  man  who  has  gone 
and  picked  it  out.  There  is  no  "  raising  upon 
it,"  as  the  expression  is,  because  there  is  no 
Competition.  In  the  United  States  there  is  also 
a  check,  though  not  a  very  salutary  one,  which  is 
known  as  lynch  law,  but  which  we  scarcely  want 
to  see  introduced  here,  to  enable  the  bond  fide 
•ettler  to  obtain  the  land.  It  is  well  known  that 
in  the  United  States  no  speculator  dare  bid  for 
the  land  against  the  settler,  because  he  would 
yerj  possibly  be  shot  if  he  did.  We  do  not 
i^ant  such  a  check  here  ;  but  I  am  quite  satiified 
Mr.  Bovoen 


that  no  such  forms  of  check  as  are  provided  in 
this  Bill,  and  which,  no  doubt,  are  the  b^t  we 
can  make,  will  have  the  effect  of  preventing  the 
speculator  and  the  large  capitalist  from  defeating 
tiie  object  of  the  bond  fide  settler  who  attempts 
to  get  a  piece  of  land.  Another  point  is  tliis :  that 
the  system  of  auction  sales  will  enable  the  specu- 
lator to  suck  the  brains  of  the  farming  man  who 
has  carefully  chosen  a  piece  of  land  which  be 
knows  is  of  value.  That  will  be  the  case  all 
over  the  country  under  this  Bill.  I  believe 
these  two  main  alterations  in  the  law  will  have 
a  most  pernicious  effect  in  New  Zealand  — 
namely,  that  of  making  the  Land  Fund  general 
and  not  speciahzing  it  for  opening  up  the  coun- 
try, and  that  of  putting  up  the  whole  of  the 
l^ds  throughout  the  country  for  sale  bj  auction. 
There  is  another  policy  also  foresliadowed  in  thitf 
Waste  Lands  BilL  It  is  that  of  classifying  the 
lands.  I  do  not  believe  there  can  be  such  a 
thing  as  a  fair  and  just  dassiiication  of  the  laud, 
and  the  idea  is  a  fallacy  in  itself.  I  think  it  would 
be  far  better  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  stand*.  We 
do  not  want  all  the  best  and  richest  land  in  the 
country  to  be  run  up  in  price,  and  given  to  the 
man  who  can  pay  the  highest  price  for  it.  We 
want  all  men  who  desire  to  settle  on  agricuU 
tural  land  to  be  able  to  get  hold  of  a  piece  of 
land  at  a  fair  price.  I  think  the  system  ol 
classifying  the  land  is  a  mistake,  becau«e  it 
cannot  be  so  classified  that  one  class  will  not 
include  land  of  another  class.  But,  even  if  the 
lands  were  easily  classified,  the  result  would  only 
be  to  put  the  whole  of  them  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  can  pay  the  best  price  for  them  at  the 
time,  and  those  are  often  the  very  men  who  will 
buy  the  land  for  speculative  purposes.  These  are 
the  main  reasons  for  which  I  absolutely  object 
to  the  general  policy  of  these  measures;  but  I 
object  further,  as  a  southern  man,  and  especially 
as  coming  from  a  particular  provincial  district,  to 
the  change  being  made  thus  precipitately  at  the 
very  end  of  the  session,  and  before  there  has 
been  time  even  to  make  ready  for  so  immense  a 
change.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  large  land 
sales  which  have  occurred  during  the  last  year  in 
Canterbury  were  carried  out  on  the  faith  that^at 
any  rate  until  some  notice  vras  given,  the  Land 
Fund  would  be  spent  in  opening  up  the  country 
in  which  the  land  was  situated. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.-So  it  will. 

Mr.  BO  WEN.— Yes,  up  to  the  31st  December ; 
but  it  is  a  very  short  notice  to  say  that  an  Act 
shall  be  passed  on  the  4th  or  5th  of  December 
which  shall  alter  the  whole  system  of  land  laws 
on  the  81st  December.  That  is  the  ^ortest  time 
that  I  have  ever  heard  of  within  which  to  effect 
a  great  change  in  the  territorial  and  financi^ 
policy  of  a  country,  .and  especially  when  it  •» 
seriously  affects  a  particular  district  which  has 
administered  its  land  laws  in  a  certain  way  on 
the  faith  of  those  land  laws  being  allowed  to 
stand.  There  are  one  or  two  other  parts  of  the 
country  also  where  I  think  it  will  be  found  that 
the  proposals  now  being  made  will  be  very 
injurious.  I  mean  those  parts  of  the  oounti/ 
where  the  land  is  very  poor,  and  where  there  im 
no  chance  of  its  being  opened  foi^  settlement 
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for  a  long  time  if  tlio  prieo  is  fixod  at  £1  per 
aore.  I  do  not  think  the  country  is  prepared  for 
such  a  cast-iron  rule — such  a  law  of  the  Modes 
and  Persians — as  that  no  land  throughout  the 
irhole  of  New  Zealand  i«  to  be  sold  at  less  than 
£l  per  acre.  There  is  a  large  part  of  Nelson 
which  will  be  absolutely  closed  nrom  settlement 
under  this  law,  and  there  is  also  a  large  part  of 
Auckland  and  other  portions  of  the  North  Island 
which  will  be  similarly  aflTected,  and  will  be  left 
for  that  depasturing  of  sheep  whicli  has  been  so 
much  talked  about  as  a  disgrace  to  the  country. 
To  my  mind  the  depasturing  of  the  woste  lands 
of  the  Crown  by  sheep  is  oue  of  the  "best  things 
that  can  be  done  until  the  country  can  be  settled, 
and  ercry  encouragement  should  be  given  to  it ; 
but  the  sooner  we  settle  the  counti^,  and  the 
sooner  the  whole  of  the  land  passes  into  the  hands 
of  private  indiriduals,  the  better  for  the  colony. 
I  beliere  the  happiest  day  for  New  Zealand  will  be 
when  there  is  not  an  acre  of  Crown  land  left,  and 
when  the  whole  of  the  Nntiro  title  is  individual- 
ised either  in  the  hands  of  European'*  or  of  the 
Natives  themselres.  I  believe  all  these  lands  being 
left  as  waste  or  Crown  lands  is  an  infinite  mis- 
chief to  the  country,  and  will  remain  a  rery  great 
mischief  in  spite  of  any  price  we  may  get  for  it. 
I  do  not  think  it  matters  much  what  -price  the 
Stat(3  gets  for  its  land  fo  long  as  it  is  reasonable 
and  will  enable  the  country  to  bo  opened.  If  a 
particular  part  of  the  country  will  carry  a  large 
population,  it  should,  for  that  reason,  have  more 
money  expended  in  opening  it  up,  and  should 
therefore  have  a  higher  price  fixed  for  the  land 
tliere ;  but  whero  it  is  barren  waste  land  it  will 
require  less  to  open  it  for  settlement,  and  there- 
fore the  selling  price  should  be  lower.  It  is  bet- 
ter that  the  land  should  be  sold  now  and  at  once, 
at  a  reasonable  price,  than  that  it  should  be  left 
waste  in  order  to  obtain  a  problematical  price  at 
some  future  date,  probably  from  the  speculator 
and  the  man  of  wealth,  who  has  made  his  money 
elsewhere  than  in  the  colony,  and  can  pay  a  high 
price  for  the  land.  The  Hon.  the  Premier  said 
ihat  the  20  per  cent,  of  the  land  revenue  which 
was  to  be  handed  over  to  the  districts  was  to  be 
distributed  as  at  present.  But  the  Bill  before 
us  provides  for  a  totally  ^diflferent  distribution. 
Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  differ- 
onee  between  the  Government  proposals  and  the 
law  which  now  exists,  and  all  I  can  say  is,  that 
it  is  a  change  that  will  absolutely  starve  the 
outlying  districts  and  wholly  slop  settlement  in 
them.  The  money  is  to  be  distributed  accord- 
ing to  the  rating  power  of  the  districts,  and  the 
consequence  will  be  that  in  the  very  districts 
where  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make  new 
roads  there  will  be  scarcely  a  penny  to  spend, 
because  the  rating  power  is  so  small.  I  do  not 
know  why  the  arrangement  which  previously 
existed  has  been  abandoned.  It  was  not  per- 
fectly satisfactory,  but  it  was  certainly  far  more 
satisfactory  than  this.  It  was  a  system  under 
which  there  were  two  modes  of  calculating  the 
ratio  of  distribution — one  by  area  and  one  by 
rating  power — and  I  think  it  was  a  far  fairer 
system  than  the  proposal  to  give  tlie  money 
'  solely  on  the  rating  power,  which   must,  as  I 


have  already  said,  retard  settlement  in  the  out- 
lying districts.  I  have  made  a  few  notes  of 
what  the  Premier  said,  but,  as  his  speech  has 
been  fully  answered  by  my  late  colleague,  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  longer.  Little  as  I  desire 
to  delay  business  at  this  late  p'eriod  of  the  ses- 
sion, I  did  not  feel  justified  in  voting  upon  this 
question,  and  especially  upon  the  change  in  the 
land  law,  without  stating  the  reasons  for  my 
Tote. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  rise  merely  to  draw  at- 
tention to  a  point  in  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Bill  on  which  I  think  the  Premier  did  not  make 
himself  quite  clear.  Before  referring  to  that, 
liowever,  I  may  say,  on  the  general  subject,  that  I 
have  to  repeat  my  regret  that  the  G-ovemment 
have  not  been  able  to  give  us  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  receipts  under  the  new  policy  for  the 
six  months  from  the  1st  January  next — in  fact, 
that  they  did  not  make  a  tort  of  budget  for  six 
months.  If  we  had  that,  we  could,  I  think,  deal 
more  satisfactorily  with  this  Bill  and  also  witk 
the  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill.  The  present  Pre- 
mier and  the  late  Premier  already  differ  by  abotit 
£70,000  or  £30,000  as  to  the  main  deficit  j  but 
there  is  another  source  of  deficit  to  which  they 
did  not  refer.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the 
estimates  of  the  receipts  of  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  will  be  fulfilled.  I  am  not  sure  that  the 
Customs  will  keep  up  as  well  as  the  other  souroes 
of  revenue.  Therefore  the  less  we  get  than  the 
estimated  receipts  the  greater  will  be  the  defi- 
ciency at  the  end  of  the  year.  But,  generally, 
I  prefer  this  Bill  to  the  proposal  of  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer,  because  there  is  a  definiteness 
and  a  finality  about  the  Bill  which  I  failed  to  see 
in  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for 
.fgmont.  His  proposal  simply  amounted  to  this  : 
"  Oh,  the  colony  has  a  deficiency  of  so  much ; 
I  see  that  Canterbury  has  some  surplus  cash ; 
I  will  pounce  upon  it."  That  is  invidious  and 
unfair.  He  brought  a  retrospective  bill  against 
all  the  provincial  districts,  and  he  only  insists 
upon  payment  in  the  case  of  Otogo  and  Canter- 
bury. If  I  were  a  settler  of  Canterbuir  or 
Otago  I  should  prefer  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  Under 
the  proposals  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  I  should  feel  like  Damocles — I  should 
feel  that  a  sword  was  constantly  hanging  over 
my  head.  I  know  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  have  to  carry  out  his  proposals  in  accor- 
dance with  law,  but  a  Treasurer  with  a  majority 
in  the  House  can  soon  get  a  law  passed.  I 
think  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  was  in 
error  in  saying  that  this  Bill  puts  the  County 
Councils  in  a  worse  position  than  they  were  in 
last  year  because  they  will  not  be  entitled  to  any 
subsidy  if  they  do  not  levy  rates.  If  he  looks  at 
subsection  1  of  section  5  he  will  see  that  there  is 
to  be  paid  *'  to  each  County  Council  a  sum  equal 
to  one  pound  for  every  pound  of  general  rates  so 
received  by  such  Council,  or  equal  to  one  pound 
for  every  pound  on  the  total  of  the  sums  so 
received  by  all  the  Road  Boards  or  parts  of  Boad 
Boards  within  the  county,  whichever  of  such  two 
sums  is  the  greater."  That  is  an  exact  transcript 
of  the  present  law.  If  the  counties  do  not  levy 
aud  the  Koad  Boards  do,  the  counties  will  get  an 
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•quivalent  of  the  B<Md  Bowd  nOet.  Boi  I  with 
partioularlj  to  draw  fttteatton  to  the  7tii  teotion, 
to  whidi  the  Premier  referred.  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  ia  mittaken  in  tajing  that 
the  present  Bill  maintaiat  the  existing  law. 
Under  the  existing  Uw  the  surplas  of  20  per  oent 
would  be  deToted  to  the  counties  alone — not  to 
the  counties,  Road  Boards,  and  Rirer  Boards.  It 
aleo  would  be  given  to  the  counties  in  this  pro- 
portion :  Three-fifths  according  to  area  and  two* 
fifths  according  to  rates.  This  Bill  proposes  to 
make  a  rery  different  arrangement.  It  proposes 
that  20  per  cent,  shall  be  distributed  among 
the  seTcial  counties,  Boad  Boards,  and  Birer 
Boards  according  to  the  rates  receiTed  by  each  of 
those  bodies.  There  are  three  objections  to  that. 
If  jou  wish  works  of  a  more  general  and  larger 
charaeter  to  be  executed  bj  local  bodies  it  is  Mi- 
ter to  dve  the  surplus  to  the  counties,  on  con- 
dition that  it  shall  be  properly  applied  to  the 
outljtng  districts.  I  am  not  enamoured  of  the 
•ixtj-fire  counties  w«  have  in  existence— I  do  not 
belieTe  thej  will  do  as  much  work  as  the  nine 
prorinces ;  but  I  should  like  to  prevent  the  risk, 
the  certainty,  of  applications  beuig  made  ad  im- 
ftmUmm  next  year,  as  they  haye  been  this  year, 
for  the  construction  of  local  works  of  which  this 
House  knows  nothing.  There  is  another  objec- 
tion :  In  the  outlying  districts  there  is  a  greater 
extent  of  waste  land  unpurchased.  Theee  die- 
tricte  contribute  more  to  the  land  revenue  than 
the  settled  districts.  And  how  do  you  return 
the  localized  proportion  to  them  ?  According  to 
their  rating  power,  according  to  what  they  have 
lest  of— settlement.  The  third  objection  is,  that 
these  outlying  districts  reouire  roads  and  public 
works  more  than  the  settled  districts;  and  yet 
you  give  them  less!  I  hope,  however,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  introauce  some  amendments 
in  Committee  which  will  obviate  these  evils.  The 
20  per  cent,  of  localized  land  revenue  should 
not  be  divided  in  driblets  to  theee  local  bodies. 
It  should  be  given  to  the  County  Councils  on 
condition  th«t  they  should  spend  it  in  the  road 
districts  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  Crown 
lands  which  these  road  districte  have  sold  during 
the  year.  I  approve  of  the  Bill  generally,  but  I 
hope  the  suggestions  I  have  tlm>wn  out  will 
will  not  be  lost  sight  of  when  the  Bill  goes  into 
Committee. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS.— The  increase  in  the  price 
of  land  practically  means  shutting  up  the  outly- 
ing districts  of  Auckland  altogether.  If  the  price 
of  the  land  is  to  be  fixed  at  £2  an  acre  there 
will  be  no  necessity  to  tell  those  districts  that 
they  will  get  20  per  cent,  back,  because  if  no 
land  is  soul  there  will  be  no  20  per  cent.  I 
entirely  concur  in  the  views  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Totara.  All  moneys  distributed  to 
the  counties  should  be  distributed  according 
to  the  extent  of  Crown  lands  in  tiiose  dis- 
tricts. The  effect  of  the  Bill,  however,  will  be 
this:  the  lar&er  the  area  of  Crown  land  the 
worse  the  condition  of  the  country — by  so  much 
is  it  worse  off  than  the  country  in  which  the  land 
is  all  taken  up.  Under  the  present  system  those 
counties  whion  have  no  land  at  idl  get  nearly  all 
the  rates  and  subsidies  from  the  provincial  dis* 
Mr,  GiiboTM 


trict.  Under  this  ^11  the  same  thing  will  oeeor. 
I  do  not  feel  altogether  satisfied  with  the  BOI  Car 
these  reasons,  and  unless  it  is  altered  in  Gob- 
mittee  I  shall  vote  against  it  at  a  sobaeqncat 
stage. 

Mr.  GIBBS. — I  refrained  from  fiwpnasing  n^ 
opinion — I  might  almost  say,  my  protest — agahit 
the  Land  Sales  Bill  upon  its  second  remdia^ 
because  I  felt  that  this  Bill  was  so  intinntafy 
connected  with  it  that  it  would  be  better  to  de&r 
any  remai^  until  the  present  Bill  came  nndar 
discussion.    There  is  one  point  in  the  Bill  re- 
garding which  there  is  some  little  doubt.   Section 
6  states  that  20  per  cent  of  the  Und  revenue  is 
to  be  paid  to  each  district.    The  Premier  deared 
up  a  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  the  meamnc  of  the 
word  "  district"    It  seems  it  is  to  be  defined  aa 
**  county."    But  there  was  one  remark  made  by 
the  honoraUe  member  Iot  Marsden  whidi  appliaa 
to  my  district  with  as  much  force  as  it  does  to 
his.     By  raising  the  price  of  land  to  £2  an  aete 
the  sales  of  land  in  the  countv  in  which  I  reaide 
will  be  almost  stopped,  therefore  there  will  be  no 
Land  Fund,  and  the  20  per  cent  will  be  no  eooeea- 
sion.    I  desire  here,  in  connection  with  the  Waala 
Lands  Bill,  to  enter  my  ptoteet  against  the  poliq^ 
or  the  expediency  of  raising  the  price  of  land.    lu 
Nelson  tne  sales  of  land  will  be  almest  entirdy 
put  a  stop  to,  and  particularlv  will  it  afieet  a  lai^ 
number  of  applicants  for  land  upon  deferred 
payments.    The  bulk  of  the  land  taken  up  in 
that  part  of  the  country  has  been  taken  up  upon 
the  deferred-payment  ^stem.     I   have  known 
applications,  with  the  necessary  deposits,  to  lie 
in  the  Land  Office  for  three  or  four  years,  the 
reason  being  the  backwardnees  of  the  surveys. 
These  applications  were  made  and  the  deposit 
handed  m  on  the  faith  of  the  land  remaining 
at  the  same  price  at  which  it  has  been  sold  in 
those  districts,  and  that  would  be  an  average 
of  about  10s.,  the  maximum  being  £1  an  acre. 
Now,  if  the  price  of  land  is  raised  to  £2,  and  the 
land  is  put  up  to  auction,  where  higher  prices 
will  probably  be  realised,  such  an  alteratbn  wUl 
operate  harshlv  upon  tboae  who  have  not  got 
their  leases,  unless  Uiey  are  allowed  to  withdraw 
their  deposits.    And  in  many  oases  they  have  in 
good  faith  settled  upon  the  hmd  and  made  im- 
provements under  the  expectation  that  ther  would 
have  the  land  assessed  by  the  Board  at  the  price 
previously  ruling.    I  should  like  if  the  honorable 
member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  state  his 
definition  of  the  word  *'  commenced  "  in  clause  8. 
Mr.  R££S.— The  Bill  defines  that 
Mr.   GIBBS.— Well,  it  is  desirable  that  the 
Bill   should   be   made  clearer  in   this  respect 
The  word  "commenced"  is  used  in  section  8. 
Is  it  supposed  that  the  trantaction  is  commenced 
when  the  application  is  put  in  P    That,  I  think, 
requires  to  he  made  clearer.    If   the   Bill   be 
passed  a  large  number  of  people  in  the  Ndson 
Provincial  District  will  have  a  sort  of  exdosive 
right  to  blocks  of  land  contiguous  to  their  small 
holdings,  as  no  one  will  buy  t)ack  lands  at  such  a 
price  as  proposed  by  this  BilL    I  b^eve  that  the 
effect  of^this  will  not  be  to  increase  the  Land 
Fund,  but  to  decrease  it    Then,  with  regard 
to  the  20  per  cent     I  understand  from  the 
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Premier  that  the  proposal  is  to  give  the  dis- 
tricts 20  per  cent,  of  the  gross  proceeds  of  tho 
land.  If  that  b  done  it  may  improre  the  posi- 
tion of  the  districts,  but  how  it  is  to  improre  the 
position  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  I  cannot  under- 
stand :  I  leave  that  for  the  consideration  of  those 
who  understand  Treasury  matters.  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  able  to  see  how  the  consolidated 
revenue  can  be  benefited  by  it.  So  far  as  I  can 
see,  af^r  the  20  per  cent,  is  deducted,  and  the 
charges  on  the  Land  Funl  ard  paid,  there  will 
be  yery  little  left  in  aid  of  the  consolidated 
rerenue.  There  hare  been  many  opinions  ex- 
pressed, re^rding  the  wisdom  of  selling  land  by 
auction.  I  can  speak  from  experience  on  the 
subject,  as  I  hare  known  many  persons  who,  in 
my  own  district,  have  spent  much  time  and 
money  in  seleotine  blocks  of  land  which  they 
thought  would  smt  them,  and  then  hare  had 
them  bought  over  their  heads  by  persons  who  had 
watched  what  they  were  doing  and  took  adrantage 
of  their  labour  and  experience.  No  doubt  many 
arguments  may  be  used  in  favour  of  the  system 
of  selling  by  auction,  but  just  as  many  may  be 
used  against  it.  Various  opinions  hare  been  ex- 
pressed by  honorable  gentlemen  resirding  the 
mode  in  which  the  distribution  of  the  Land 
Fund  is  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  which  is  not,  in  my  opimon,  an  improve- 
ment on  the  proposition  in  the  Bill  of  last  ses- 
sion. Now,  I  will  quote  a  case  in  point.  There 
Are  at  the  present  time  two  Road  Boards  in  my 
district,  and,  if  the  Land  Fund  were  distributed 
as  it  is  now  proposed  to  be,  the  money  would 
simply  be  taken  from  one  district  and  given  to 
the  other.  It  would  be  taken  out  of  the  district 
in  which  it  is  raised,  and  in  which  the  roads 
require  to  be  made — it  would  be  taken  from  that 
district  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  next 
one,  which  I  believe  has  scarcely  any  Land  Fund 
at  all.  Therefore  I  hope  the  honorable  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  consider  it  expedient 
to  make  some  alteration  in  that  respect.  I  rose 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  entering  my  pro- 
test against  a  measure  whioh  I  think  will  inflict 
great  injury  on  the  part  of  the  country  I  have 
referred  to.  I  am  sure  it  will  lock  up  a  large 
portion  of  the  country,  and  give  the  benefit  of 
the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  to  those  who  are 
already  in  possession  of  adjacent  lands,  because 
nobody  else  is  likely  to  bid  for  the  land  at  the 
price  proposed.  I  will  vote  for  the  Bill,  but  I 
sincerely  trust  that  the  defects  I  have  mentioned 
will  be  remedied. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— Sir,  I  admit  that  there  has 
been  an  outcry  in  many  parts  of  New  Zealand 
for  a  uniform  land  law,  but  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
that  the  uniform  land  law  was  desired  in  the 
shape  proposed  by  the  Bill  now  before  the  House. 
We  must  bear  in  mind  that  we  have  not  a  uni- 
form quality  of  land  throughout  New  Zealand, 
and  that,  therefore,  while  a  uniform  land  law 
may  suit  us,  a  uniform  price  will  not.  It  is  pro- 
posed ultimately  to  classify  the  lands,  and  wnen 
that  is  done  we  may  approach  somewhat  nearer 
to  a  proper  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  lands 
throughout  the  colony.  At  this  stage  I  should 
like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Pro- 

VOL.  XXVII.-83 


vince  of  Southland  the  lands  are  already  classi- 
fli^d.  Under  the  present  proposals  the  price  of 
inferior  land  will  be  raised  to  that  of  superior, 
and,  as  the  prices  of  both  will  be  the  same,  the 
best  of  the  land  is  likely  to  be  picked  up  by 
speculators.  I  think  that,  as  the  lands  of  South- 
land are  already  classified,  nothing  further  need 
be' done  with  resard  to  them.  I  think,  also,  that 
those  lands  which  are  already  open  under  the 
system  of  free  selection  should  be  allowed  to  be 
offered  for  sale  by  auction.  At  present  there  is 
no  adequate  provision  in  Southland  for  dispos- 
ing of  such  lands  by  that  mode.  It  is  proposed 
to  gire  20  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
sales  to  the  various  counties,  and  I  quite  approve 
of  the  moie  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  adjust 
the  distribution  of  the  money.  But  the  clause 
is  not  sufficiently  clear.  We  are  not  sure  whether 
20  per  cent,  means  20  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro- 
ceeds, or  20  per  cent,  of  the  sum  remaining  after 
the  charges  have  been  deducted.  If  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  give  the  districts 
20  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund  after  all  the 
charges  have  been  deducted,  it  should  be  clearly 
stated  that  such  is  the  case.  We  all  know  that 
the  Land  Fund  is  liable  to  certain  heavy  charges 
which  swallow  up  a  large  portion  of  it,  and  I 
think  it  should  be  made  clear  that  the  20  per 
cent,  will  be  on  the  gross  reronue,  and  free  of 
all  charges.  As  regards  the  Bill,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  should  like  to  hare  had  an  opportunity  of 
consulting  my  constituents  with  reference  to  it, 
as  it  proposes  to  make  a  very  serious  change; 
but,  as  I  shall  not  hare  such  an  opportunity,  I 
shall  hare  to  vote  for  the  Bill  on  it-s  general  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.-^Sir,  the  Bills  before  us 
remind  me  of  dosing  a  child  with  physic.  You 
give  the  physic  first,  and  then  a  spoonful  of  jam 
to  take  away  the  taste.  I  look  upon  the  Waste 
Lands  Bill  as  the  physic  and  the  Financial  Ar- 
rangements Bill  as  the  jam  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  given  us.  Ever  since  I  began  to  take 
an  interest  in  politics  I  have  failed  to  see  anv 
reason  why  Canterbury  should  revel  in  wealtli 
and  luxury,  while  Nelson,  which  stands  on  the 
other  side  of  the  range  of  hills  known  as  the  Slai- 
kouras,  should  be  reduced  almost  to  a  state  of 
porerty  through  the  fortune,  or  misfortune,  of 
being  placed  on  a  particular  side  of  these  hills. 
I  am  glad  that  the  Government  now  propose  to 
do  partial  justice  to  that  part  of  the  colony.  I 
am  sorry  they  hare  not  proposed  to  do  greater 
justice  by  making  the  Land  Fund  colonial  pro- 
perty altogether,  and  not  reserving  the  20  per 
cent.  I  have  lived  in  difierent  parts  of  New 
Zealand,  and  I  know  the  feeling  of  the  people 
in  those  districts.  I  know  that  there  is  an  im- 
mense amount  of  jealousy  existing  among  the 
people  of  the  North  Island  in  regard  to  the 
wealth  of  the  people  of  Canterbury  and  Otago, 
and  we  frequently  hear  people  from  those  pro- 
vinces saying  that  we  have  sacrificed  our  land. 
But  I  say  that  the  greater  part  of  the  land  in  the 
Nelson  Province  is  the  dearest  which  has  ever 
been  sold  in  New  Zealand.  The  value  of  laud 
is  ascertained  by  its  produce  for  a  given  outlay. 
We  know  that  in   Canterbury  the  land  can  be 
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brought  under  cultivation  at  a  nominal  price. 
Tlic  land  tbcre  is  good :  wo  need  not  go  to 
ree  it.  Anybody  who  lias  made  a  living  out  of 
the  soil,  OS  many  of  us  hare  done,  need  not  go  to 
Canterbury  or  Otago  to  know  the  nature  of  the 
soil  there.  We  know  from  statistics  that  in  some 
parts  of  Canterbury  the  average  yield  of  oats  or 
wheat  is  35  bushels  to  the  acre ;  so  that  we  know 
the  land  is  good.  In  Otago  the  yield  is  80  to  40 
bushels  to  the  acre,  so  that  we  know  that  that 
land  is  far  superior  to  any  land  we  have  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  South  Island  or  in  the 
North  Island  for  that  particular  purpose.  There 
is  a  great  difference  in  the  Canterbury  land  from 
the  mere  fact,  as  stated  to  this  House  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Riverton  (Mr.  Hodgkin- 
son),  that  a  man  there  can,  in  thirty  days,  bring 
into  cultivation  sixty  acres  of  open  land.  Of  what 
we  call  open  land  in  Nelson  and  in  this  Island  it 
would  take  thirty  davs  to  prepare  one  acre  for 
the  plough ;  and  yet  they  are  all  to  be  called  open 
land,  and  to  be  purchased  at  one  uniform  price. 
I  look  upon  this  dose  of  phjsic  which  the 
Government  has  given  us  in  this  Waste  Lands 
Bill  as  a  very  pernicious  thing  with  regard  to 
the  province  from  which  I  come.  We  liave  there 
a  number  of  settlers  who  have  striven  hard  to 
make  their  homes  in  Now  Zealand,  and  to  make 
it  prosperous;  and  I  believe  that  they  are  as 
creditable  a  class  of  settlerit  as  any  in  New  Zea- 
land. The  effect  of  this  Bill  will  be,  that  the 
people  who  wish  to  acquire  land  in  that  dis- 
trict will  be  unable  to  do  so.  The  Hon.  the 
Premier,  a  few  evenings  ago,  said  that  there 
was  plenty  of  land  in  all  parts  of  New  Zea- 
land worth  £1  an  acre.  I  beg  leave  lo  differ 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  on  that  point.  I 
do  not  consider  that  in  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try I  come  from  there  is  any  land  worth  £1  an 
acre,  and  I  can  tell  him  that  many  young  men 
living  there  will  have  to  go  elsewhere  if  this  Act 
is  carried  into  operation.  We  are  experiencing 
great  difficulty  in  retaining  a  suitable  class  of 
settlers  there  —  there  is  little  or  no  additioiial 
population  in  that  province  from  year  to  year ; 
and,  if  that  is  the  state  of  things  under  a  land 
law  which  fixes  the  minimum  price  of  land  at 
Ts.  6d.  per  acre,  what  will  be  the  case  under  the 
proposed  law,  which  fixes  the  minimum  price  at 
£1  per  aoreP  It  will  prevent  settlement,  and 
drive  from  these  shores  many  men  who  would 
willingly  make  their  homes  here.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  it  would  not  be  better  for 
themselves  that  they  should  go  elsewhere;  but 
there  are  many  things  besides  the  acquiring  of 
land  which  induce  men  to  settle  in  this  country. 
There  are  many  of  us  living  there  who  have  ties 
which  we  value  more  than  mere  pecuniary  in- 
terests. There  are  many  of  us  whose  fathers 
have  lived  there,  and  who,  by  relations  and 
other  associations,  are  attached  to  that  part  of 
the  country;  but  under  this  measure  many  of 
us  will  be  compelled  to  leave  those  ties  and  seek 
our  fortunes  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Some 
men  like  to  live  in  one  kind  of  climate,  and 
some  in  another.  In  the  part  of  the  country 
from  which  I  come,  we  have  the  best  climate 
in  New  Zealand,  and  that  induces  some  to 
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settle  there  who  would  otherwise  go  elsevherf. 
Sir,  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  Cily  (Mr. 
Stout)  often  argues  in  this  House  that  land,  if  it 
is  worth  anything  at  all,  is  worth  20s.  an  acre.  I 
t4ike  leave  to  di^r  from  him  altogether.  I  con- 
sider that  he  has  only  a  theoretical  idea  with 
regard  to  land.  He  appears  to  have  taken  great 
interest  in  the  land  laws  of  the  colony,  and  witk 
regard  to  the  technical  working  of  the  laws  no 
doubt  he  knows  a  great  deal  more  than  I  do ;  but 
I  am  perfectly  confident  that  there  are  maoj 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  New 
Zealand  which  are  not  worth  20s.  an  acre  and  will 
not  be  worth  that  price  for  the  next  fifty  yeait. 
In  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  I  come 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  this  description  of  Und. 
It  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of  opinion  whether  this 
land  had  better  be  held  by  the  State  for  the  next 
fifty  years  and  then  sold  at  20s.  an  acre,  or 
whether  we  had  better  sell  it  at  7s.  6d.  an  acre,  as 
we  can,  at  present,  and  have  a  fixed  population 
upon  it.  My  own  idea  is,  that  population  is 
better  property  for  the  State  to  hold  than  waste 
lands.  Sir,  I  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is  very 
desirable  to  have  a  uniform  land  law,  with  judi- 
cious classification,  in  this  country;  but  I  think 
great  care  should  be  taken  as  to  who  is  to  have 
tlie  power  of  making  this  classification.  I  am 
confident,  if  left  to  the  Waste  Landa  Boards  as 
at  present  constituted,  the  classification  will  not 
be  a  just  one.  It  appears  to  me  that,  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  policy  which  is  now  bef(Hv 
us,  and  in  the  classification  of  the  land  berrin- 
after,  the  Government  will  have  to  appoint  ot 
obtain  th^  services  of  some  thoroughly  practical 
men  in  the  colony,  who  will  visit  in  person  the 
various  districts  where  lands  are  open  for  sale, 
and  cause  them  to  be  classified  according  to 
the  real  value  of  the  land  for  settlement.  I 
am  quite  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  neither 
the  surveyors  who  are  employed  to  survey  them 
nor  the  persons  who  comprise  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards  of  the  colony  are  competent  to  do  so. 
The  soil  of  the  country  is  so  thoroughly  differeot 
that  where  you  have  land  valued  at  £S  an  acre 
you  may  jump  upon  other  land  not  worth  5s.  an 
acre ;  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  men  who 
have  not  an  absolute  local  knowledge  to  classiff 
the  hind  and  to  do  justice  to  all  parta  of  tw 
colony.  From  the  Bills  introduced  I  find  myself 
in  a  peculiar  position.  I  voted  against  the  Waste 
Lands  Sale  Bill  today  from  the  fact  that  it  did 
great  injustice,  in  my  opinion,  to  a  large  portioo 
of  the  people  of  the  province  from  which  1  come. 
I  think  it  will  also  do  immense  injustioe  to  a 
large  section  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and 
particularly  to  the  people  of  the  Province  of 
Auckland.  I  have  a  knowledge  of  that  prorince, 
and  I  am  aware  that  a  ffreat  deal  of  the  land 
there  is  in  the  same  condition  as  that  iu  Nelsoa 
— that  for  the  next  fifty  or  sixty  years  it  will  not 
be  worth  the  minimum  price  this  Bill  proposes 
to  fix  on  the  waste  lands  of  the  Grown.  For 
that  reason,  I  opposed  the  Biil  by  my  vote. 
With  regard  to  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill, 
I  shall,  very  much  against  my  inclination,  vote 
with  the  present  Government,  and  I  hope  it  is 
the  last  time  I  shall  have  to  vote  with  them. 
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Mr.  MURRAY. —  I  do  not  propose,  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  to  go  into  this  question 
fully ;  but  I  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to  myself 
and  to  my  constituents  did  I  fail  to  express  one 
or  two  opinions  which  I  hold  strongly  upon  the 
proposals  contained  in  this  Bill.  I  regard  the 
proposal  to  continue  the  system  of  granting 
subsidies  in  proportion  to  rates  as  containing  a 
Tery  pernicious  principle  —  one  which  I  have 
always  opposed,  and  which  I  cannot  now  con- 
sistently support.  I  understood,  when  it  was 
proposed  to  take  the  land  rcTenue,  that  ihat 
course  was  demanded  by  the  financial  exigencies 
of  the  colony,  and  as  such  it  might  have  been 
justifiable  —  and  I  believe  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary — but  I  cannot  approve  of  taking  the 
Land  Fund  of  the  colony  to  continue  this  per- 
nicious system  of  granting  subsidies.  I  had  ex- 
pected that  the  honorable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  GovemiBent  would  have  shown  how  he 
intended  to  make  provision  for  paying  twelve 
months'  subsidies  out  of  six  months'  revenue, 
but  I  failed  to  see  in  the  honorable  gentleman's 
statement  any  such  provision.  I  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  was  wrong  with  regard 
to  the  proposed  distribution  of  those  subsidies,  as 
has  been  pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Totara.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  that 
question.  I  will  not  here  go  into  the  proposed 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  necessity  for  such  a  measure  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  No  doubt  the  honorable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  has  a  weakness 
upon  that  point,  and  possibly  it  may  have  been 
out  of  deference  to  that  honorable  gentleman  that 
the  Bill  has  received  support  in  this  House. 
I  think  the  existing  law  is  quite  sufficient, 
without  making  any  alteration  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  It  will  only  be  four  or  five 
months  before  we  meet  again ;  and  the  Bill 
which  we  have  passed,  and  which  is  now  before 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  ought  to 
be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  The  honorable 
member  for  Totara  has  stated  that  he  supported 
the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill  because  there 
was  some  finality  about  it.  I  consider  that  there 
will  be  no  finality  about  it.  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  see  these  subsidies  perpetuated,  and  I 
have  no  fear  that  they  will  be  perpetuated.  I 
have  seen  too  many  promises  made  to  local 
bodies  in  past  sessions  which  were  not  kept,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  20  per  cent,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  save  from  the  general  wreck  will  go 
mto  the  general  maelstrom  of  colonial  finance. 
I  should  have  been  glad  if  tlie  Government  had 
had  time  this  session  to  have  made  some  provi- 
sion for  outlying  districts  such  as  those  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Collingwood. 
I  believe  it  is  absolutelv  necessary  in  those  out- 
Wing  districts,  where  they  have  the  initial  dif- 
ficulties of  colonization  to  contend  against,  and 
where  they  have  all  the  roads  to  make,  and  where 
they  have  not  the  means  at  their  disposal  which 
more  wealthy  and  favoured  districts  possess — 
districts  where  the  people  can  afibrd  to  rate 
themselves,  and  receive  the  largest  amount  of 
subsidies — that  assistance  should  bo  given  them. 
It  was  with  the   view    of   providing  for  those 


outlying  districts  —  of  providing  a  permanent 
endowment  for  tlie  support  of  local  bodies  — 
that  I  in  the  early  part  of  the  session  made 
certain  proposals  by  which  a  permanent  endow- 
ment of  public  lana  of  the  colony  might  be  given 
to  those  local  governing  bodies.  I  believe  that  is 
the  right  wav  to  provide  a  permanent  endowment 
for  those  bodies.  I  believe  that  this  proposal  of 
the  Government  will  lead  to  extravagance.  It 
will  not,  as  the  Premier  slates,  reduce  cupidity: 
it  will  lead  to  cupidity,  and  to  the  very  worst 
form  of  human  selfishness.  I  tru^t  the  pro- 
posals made  by  the  honorable  member  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  are  not  actuated  by  that 
spirit  of  cupidity  which  he  supposes  the  Bill  will 
allay.  I  believe  there  is  more  cupidity  in  this 
proposal  than  appears  on  the  surface — cupidity 
carried  out  in  a  very  artful  way.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  House  will  be  able  to  appreciate  the 
cupidity  of  certain  honorable  members.  At  the 
same  time,  I  regard  this  taking  of  a  portion 
of  the  land  revenue  as  absolutely  necessary  to 
secure  the  solvency  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BEBTHAM.— My  ideas  have  been  so 
forcibly  placed  before  the  House  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Motueka  that  I  shall  not  say 
much  on  the  present  occasion.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  mentioned  the  term  "  cupidity." 
Now,  as  a  North  Island  member,  I  wish  to 
state  that  it  is  not  by  any  means  a  feeling  of 
cupidity  which  induces  me  to  vote  in  favour  of 
the  present  Bill.  The  people  of  the  North  Inland 
feel  that  it  is  merely  an  act  of  simple  justice 
that  the  Land  Fund  should  be  made  colonial 
revenue.  For  many  years  we  have  had  to 
struggle  against  great  difficulties  in  this  Inland, 
difficulties  of  which  members  from  Otago  and 
Canterbury  can  have  no  idea.  We  have  had  to 
struggle  against  the  great  Maori  difficulty.  We 
have  had  to  make  roads  for  the  Maoris  as  well 
as  for  ourselves,  without  the  possibility  of  taxing 
them  or  drawing  from  their  lands  one  penny. 
I  am  Chairman  of  one  of  the  counties  in  the 
Wnirarapa  District,  and  I  am  sure  that  I  am 
fully  putting  before  the  House  the  views  of 
the  Councils  on  the  matter  when  I  say  that, 
although  they  were  not  able  to  bring  the  Coun- 
ties Act  into  force,  it  was  not  from  any  wish 
to  evade  legitimate  taxation,  but  from  a  feel- 
ing that  with  the  means  at  our  disposal  we  could 
not  can^  on  the  work  of  colonization  as  it  should 
be  earned  on,  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  had 
to  make  roads  through  Maori  districts,  and  open 
up  unsold  lands  of  the  Crown.  We  had  no 
funds  to  do  it,  and  when  we  saw  our  jicher 
brethren  in  the  South  with  balances  lying  at  the 
bank  that  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with, 
we  could  not  help  feeling  that  it  was  a  system 
of  injustice  to  the  colony  at  large.  In  the  dis- 
trict I  represent  we  have  not  only  taxed  ourselves, 
but  we  have  shown  that  we  wish  to  do  our  ut- 
most for  the  country.  A  reference  to  statistics 
will  show  that  in  the  Counties  of  Wairarapa  East 
and  West  we  have  taxed  ourselves  for  roads  and 
works  as  heavily  as,  and  more  so  than,  any  other 
district  in  the  colony.  I  am  fully  aware  that 
our  subsidies  must  soon  cease,  unless  the  Land 
Fund  becomes   colonial  revenue.     I  would  go 
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further  than  the  G-oTernment,  and  say  that  even 
the  20  per  cent,  must  be  made  colonial  reve- 
nue; and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  any  Govern- 
ment to  come  down  year  after  year  with  pro- 
posals to  distribute  the  hind  revenue  in  districts 
that  most  require  it.  It  may  be  said  that  I  am 
acting  selfishly  in  making  these  remarks,  but  I 
deny  it.  Whether  the  needy  districts  are  in  the 
extreme  North  or  South,  the  hind  revenue  should 
be  distributed  in  those  districts  where  it  will 
produce  the  greatest  public  good.  I  do  not 
intend  to  eo  into  the  financial  question,  simply 
because  I  hare  not  sufllcieut  knowledge  of  the 
matter  to  enter  upon  it.  I  cannot  appreciate  the 
difierence  of  opinion  expressed  between  the  two 
leaders  of  the  House.  I  have  consistently  fol- 
lowed the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  and  I 
may  say  that,  although  I  shall  on  this  occa- 
sion follow  the  Government  into  the  lobby,  it  is 
not  because  I  indorse  all  their  policv,  but  that 
I  feel  that  in  this  case  they  are  taxing  a  step 
required  for  New  Zealand  as  a  whole.  I  voted 
against  the  Land  Sales  Bill,  belieriag  that  it  is 
impossible  that  we  can  have  an  exactly  uniform 
land  law  throughout  the  colony.  In  the  North 
Island  at  the  present  time  we  have  large  areas  of 
unsold  land  which  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
sell  at  10s.  an  acre.  How  could  we  expect  to 
sell  that  land  if  we  placed  a  price  of  £2  an  acre 
upon  it  ?  But  if  some  of  the  surplus  revenue  of 
the  southern  provinces  were  expended  in  opening 
up  our  waste  lands  we  should  be  in  as  good  a 
position  as  our  brethren  in  the  South.  We  do 
not  appeal  for  this  at  beggars,  but  claim  it  as  a 
matter  of  justice. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.—Like  the  honorable  member 
for  Wairarapa,  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill.  But 
I  am  oblij^ed  to  look  for  reasons  for  colonializing 
the  land  revenue  elsewhere  than  in  the  Financial 
Statement  of  the  Treasurer ;  the  reasons  given  by 
him,  and  also  those  given  by  the  Premier,  being 
altogether  insufficient  to  recommend  so  great  a 
change  in  the  law.  The  Treasurer  told  us  that 
the  tendency  of  our  present  system  of  finance  is 
to  lead  rapidly  to  evils  which  he  would  indicate, 
and  that  the  only  available  remedy  is  to  take  the 
land  revenue;  and  then  the  evils  turn  out  to 
be  that  the  General  Assembly  frequently  meets 
some  time  after  the  commencement  of  a  new 
financial  year,  and  that  the  whole  of  our  debt  is 
not  funded,  but  some  of  it  remains  in  the  form 
of  Treasury  bills.  And  these  are  the  trivialities 
on  which  he  recommends  to  us  to  suddenly  make 
this  extreme  change  in  the  law.  It  is  true,  he 
adds  that,  after  aU,  the  change  in  law  will  not 
make  a  great  change  in  results,  because  the  idea 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  land  revenue  is 
available  for  localization  is  a  delusion.  It  seems 
to  me  that  to  members  from  Canterbury,  which 
last  year  received  over  £400,000  of  surplus  land 
revenue,  this  statement  must  have  seemed  a  per- 
fect absurdity.  However,  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
I  find  the  strongest  reasons  for  inducing  me  to 
support  the  proposal  brought  forward  by  the 
Government,  as  it  appears  to  me  that  Statement 
shows  that  between  the  estimated  revenue  of  the 
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current  year  and  the  estimated  expenditure  tbers 
is  a  deficit  of  over  £300,000.  On  page  9  of  the 
honorable  gentleman's  Financial  Statement,  the 
estimated  ordinary  expenditure  is  put  down  it 
£3,109,754  12s.  9d.,  and  on  page  15  the  suiplns 
land  revenue  to  be  distributeci  is  eetimated  at 
£829,369  9s.  lOd.,  making  a  total  expenditure  bj 
the  colony  of  £3,439,124  2s.  7d.  lli©  eetimat«d 
revenue,  as  shown  on  page  14,  is  £3,392,68&; 
but,  of  this  amount,  £109,000  eonsiata  of  Trea- 
sury bills  which  it  is  proposed  to  iasue,  and 
£58,000  is  money  belonging  to  Canterbury. 
Deducting  this  £167,000,  the  estimated  revenut 
is  £3,225,685,  or  £213,439  2e.  7d.  less  than 
the  estimated  expenditure.  Let  ua  see  how  it 
was  proposed  to  cover  this  deficiency.  In  the 
first  place,  the  honorable  gentleman  during  last 
year  had  sold  £150,000  of  Treasury  bills  in 
aid  of  land  revenue,  and  of  the  proceeds  had 
cash  in  hand  £148,000;  then  he  Bought  to 
obUin  the  £167,000  I  have  just  referred  to- 
together  £315,000,  which  was  enough  to  cover 
the  deficiency  and  leave  an  estinmt«d  surplus 
at  the  end  of  the.  year  of  £101,781  6s.  lOd, 
which  would  be,  it  is  stated  on  page  16,  availaUe 
to  meet  possible  deficiencies  of  land  revenue  in 
some  of  the  provincial  districts.  And  8e<niu(  that 
the  estimated  land  revenue  of  the  North  Island 
is  £218,000,  whilst  the  actual  land  revenue  Uai 
^ear  was  only  £56,000,  there  is  no  doubt  tbe 
whole  of  the  £101,781  5s.  lOd.  will  disappear  in 
that  way,  and  the  deficit  will  be  at  least  the  full 
amount  of  £3 15,000  it  is  sought  to  provide.  And, 
without  going  into  an  analysis  of  the  Statement, 
the  mere  fact  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  be  oblieed  to  tell  us  that,  although  he  bad 
in  hand  a  balance  from  last  year  of  £148,000, 
he  nevertheless  was  compelled  to  ask  ns  to 
aid  revenue  to  the  extent  of  £167,000  more, 
showed  that  the  revenue  by  itself  was  insufficient 
by  £315,000.  And  this  large  deficit  will  an- 
nually increase  unless  we  take  means  to  cover 
it,  either  by  taking  the  land  revenue  or  by  fur* 
ther  taxation.  I  am  going  to  vote  for  taking 
the  land  revenue ;  and  when  I  consider  that,  u 
against  the  deficit,  the  estimated  surplus  land 
revenue  is  only  £829,000, 1  am  of  ojMiion  that 
we  require  it  all.  And  further,  inasmuch  as  the 
charges  on  land  revenue  amount  to  £643,000,  to 
provide  this  sum  and  to  cover  the  deficit  between 
ordinary  revenue  and  expenditure  we  must  have 
annuallv  a  land  revenue  of  over  £900,000,  and  I 
do  not  believe  this  will  long  be  the  case.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  think  the  late  Government 
should  have  shown  the  most  anxious  prudence. 
I  do  not  think  it  was  bv  any  means  an  opportune 
moment  for  bringing  down  a  scheme  to  supplant 
all  the  private  schools  in  the  country,  a  scnems 
which  will  cost  us  at  least  £100,000  for  Und  and 
additional  school  buildings.  In  the  next  place, 
I  think  they  were  wrong  in  not  bringing  down 
a  statement  of  what  it  will  cost  to  complete 
the  authorized  railways,  so  that  we  might  see 
to  what  expenditure  the  country  is  committed. 
In  1874  the  then  Minister  for  Public  Worb 
(Mr.  Richardson)  told  us  that  the  amount  au- 
thorized by  Parliament  for  the  construction  of 
the  railways  authorized  would  fuffico  for  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Finaneial 


[HOUSE.] 


Arrangements  Bill. 


65ft 


completion;  and  in  1876  and  1876  this  state- 
ment was  reiterated  by  implication.  In  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 
Act  are  set  fortb  the  estimated  cost  of  each  line, 
the  wajs  and  means  prorided  to  date,  the  ex- 
penditure on  each  line  to  date,  and  the  farther 
wajs  and  means  required.  In  the  Act  of  last 
year  it  was  shown  that  only  £306,000  of  further 
ways  and  means  would  be  required  to  complete 
the  lines.  Therefore  I  confess  I  was  extremely 
surprised  and  disappointed  when  the  late  QoTem- 
ment  asked  for  £2,000,000  on  account  of  farther 
payments,  without  giving  us  a  word  of  explana- 
tion. I  felt  as  though  I  were  being  carried  away 
by  a  current  which  I  could  not  stem,  and  which 
was  bearing  me  I  knew  not  whither.  That  is  why 
I  did  not  YOte  with  the  late  Gt>Temment  on  the 
first  want-of-confidence  motion.  With  regard  to 
the  proposal  before  us,  I  prestmie  this  Bill  and 
the  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill  are  to  be  considered 
in  connection  with  the  Loan  Bill  about  to  be 
introduced.  I  trust  the  GoTemment  wilt  reduce 
the  loan  to  £2,000,000  only.  The  Treasurer  sug- 
gests we  should  raise  a  further  amount,  partly  for 
the  purpose  of  funding  the  Treasury  bills  and 
partly  in  order  to  release  the  guaranteed  deben- 
tures. There  is  no  great  adrantage  to  be  gained 
by  funding  the  Treasury  bills  ;  the  rate  of  inter- 
est on  them  is  only  6^  per  cent,  and,  were  we  to 
authorixe  a  loan  to  take  them  up,  pay  a  commis- 
sion for  raising  it,  bring  the  money  out  to  the 
colony,  and  let  it  lie  until  the  Treasury  bills  gradu- 
ally matured,  we  should  gain  nothing  by  the  opera- 
tion. Then,  with  regard  to  raising  the  guaran- 
teed debentures,  they  are  the  best  security  the 
Gk>Temment  can  obtain  money  upon.  So  long  as 
we  obtain  £800,000  by  pawning  them  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  so  long  we  only  pay  on  the 
£800,000  the  Bank  rate  of  interest,  which  re- 
cently was  as  low  as  2  per  cent.;  but  if  in  lieu 
of  the  guaranteed  debentures  we  substitute  un- 
guaranteed debentures  which  we  sell,  then  for  the 
£800,000  we  pay  at  least  6  per  cent.  This  would 
not  be  a  wise  operation  at  any  time,  but,  at  a 
moment  when  we  must  raise  £2,000,000  for  our 
public  works,  to  depreciate  our  credit  by  seeking 
to  borrow  another  £2,000,000  for  the  purposes  I 
hare  named  seems  especially  unwise.  I  shall  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  reyiewing  the 
Finan^  Statements  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  It  is  always 
unprofitable  and  weary  work  to  renew  Financial 
Statements.  The  thing  to  consider  1$,  what  is 
rig^t  to  be  done. '  I  think  the  Qoremment  ought 
to  reduce  this  Loan  Bill  to  £2,000,000.  In  the 
next  place,  I  think  it  is  their  bounden  duty  to 
assure  us  that  next  year  they  will  come  down 
and  make  a  clear  statement  of  what  it  will  cost 
to  complete  the  railways  authorized.  In  the 
third  place,  I  think  they  ought  to  tell  us  exactly 
how  much  of  the  14,000,000  acres  of  land  put 
down  on  paper  as  stiU  for  sale  is  ayailable  for 
settlement.  I  belieye  it  includes  mountain  ranges 
in  both  Islands,  and  if  the  matter  were  loomd 
into  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  that  we 
have  not  much  more  than  half  that  area  which  is 
saleable.  This  is  very  important.  I  showed  just 
now  that  £900,000  Will  require  to  be  taken  mm 


the  land  reyenne  into  the  Consolidated  Fund  be- 
fore we  can  make  both  ends  meet.  It  is  highly 
desirable  that  the  House  should  know  how  long 
we  can  expect  to  reoeiye  that  amount  of  reve- 
nue. My  own  impression  is,  that  we  can  only 
look  forward  to  it  for  very  few  years.  We  shall 
have  to  face  the  probability  of  a  very  large 
amount  of  direct  taxation.  With  regard  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Bill,  which  fixes  the  price  of  lands, 
I  would  point  out  to  the  Government  that,  if  our 
land  revenue  is  likely  soon  to  diminish,  what  we 
shall  have  to  look  forward  to  in  order  to  obtain 
sufficient  ordinary  revenue  to  balance  our  charges 
is  the  settlement  of  a  very  much  larser  population 
in  the  country.  In  the  North  Island,  or  at  all 
events  in  this  part  of  the  North  Island,  where 
there  is  absolutely  no  open  land  available  for 
capitalists,  land  sales  represent  settlement,  and 
are  a  measure  of  the  progress  of  settlement ;  and, 
if  we  put  such  prices  upon  land  as  to  discourage 
settlement,  while  the  land  revenue  of  the  countrf 
is  gradually  disappearing,  we  shall  prevent  the' 
occurrence  of  the  one  thine  which  alone  will 
enable  us  to  cope  with  the  fiarful  debt  we  shall 
labour  under  by-and-by.  But  if  the  Govern- 
ment borrow  this  year  only  so  much  money  as  it 
indispensably  requisite,  bring  down  to  the  House 
next  year  a  statement  of  how  much  further  money 
they  must  have  in  order  to  complete  the  lines  ot 
railway,  and  indicate  to  us  exaotfy  how  much  land 
is  available  for  settlement,  I  thii^  we  shall  be  in 
a  position  to  know  what  our  burdens  are,  to  what 
extent  and  for  how  long  we  shall  haye  land  reve- 
nue in  aid,  and,  in  short,  we  shall  be  able  in 
some  degree  to  estimate  the  future  of  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  further. 
But  I  hope  I  have  made  it  dear  to  the  House 
why  I  think  the  present  step  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  Premier  tells  us  that  the  result  of  this 
arrangement  so  fiar  as  this  year  is  concerned  will 
be  to  leave  us  with  a  deficit  of  £188,000.  He 
does  not  give  us  the  data  upon  which  he  arriyes 
at  this  deficit,  and  makes  no  suggestion  whatever 
for  covering  it.  But  I  welcome  his  propoval  to 
take  the  land  revenue,  even  though  it  may  result 
in  this  deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  I  vrill  unhesi- 
tatingly vote  for  it. 

Mr.  STETENS.— I  should  like  to  make  one  or 
two  remarks.  The  subject  of  this  Bill,  I  think, 
might  just  as  well  be  considered  without  any 
special  reference  to  the  finances  of  the  colony  as 
not.  The  question  seems  to  me  to  be  simply 
this  :  Whether  the  Land  Fund  which  the  people 
of  certain  provincial  districts  are  able  to  realize 
shall  be  taken  to  meet  the  deficit  in  the  general 
revenue,  or  whether  that  deficit  is  to  be  met  by 
the  whole  body  of  the  population  of  the  colony. 
I  quite  agree  that  that  position  ought  to  be  faced, 
and  at  no  distant  date.  The  main  question  is, 
whether  it  would  be  more  in  accordance  vrith 
right  and  justice  that  the  public  should  know  the 
exact  position  of  aifitirs  before  that  is  done,  and 
should  haye  the  opportunity  of  choosing  whether 
or  not  they  will  take  the  course  now  proposed 
to  cover  the  deficit.  The  present  Government 
answer  that  question  in  a  yery  simple  manner. 
Whtt  they  say,  as  I  understandi  is  this:  **We^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


654 


Finaneial 


[HOUSB.]         ArrangemeniM  Bill.         [Dso.  3 


will  take  whaterer  we  nn  Ut  our  hAndi  upoo,  and 
Afterwards,  when  the  Land  Fund  and  all  other 
aTailable  retources  are  exhausted,  we  will  make 
some  other  profision."  I  should  like  to  make 
this  quite  plain.  I  maj  mention  incidentalljr 
that  last  J  ear,  when  there  was  a  deficiency  to 
meet  the  Land  Fund  charges  of  other  parts  of  the 
colony,  it  was  made  up  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fond.  The  sum  of  £53,000  was  taken  out  of  the 
ceneral  taxation  of  the  colony.  Now,  what  the 
Goremment  say  is  this:  that  so  long  as  there 
is  any  Land  Fund  to  be  taken  their  will  take  it 
to  aid  general  revenue.  It  especially  affects  the 
Prorincial  District  of  Canterbury.  The  prorin- 
oial  liabilities  of  that  district  aod  the  liabilities 
on  the  Land  Fund  on  account  of  Colonial  Go- 
Temment  expenditure  on  railways  and  public 
works  are  comparatiTely  small ;  its  railways  have 
been  purchased  by  the  GoTemment,  when  it  be- 
came liable,  under  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Act  of  last  year,  to  pay  2  per  cent,  on  that  ex- 
penditure, and  no  more ;  and,  as  may  be  seen  by 
the  total  which  has  been  laid  before  us  this  ereu- 
ioff,  the  proceeds  from  waste  lands  are  immeasur- 
ably greater  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony. 
Its  price  of  land  is  higher,  and  its  liabilities  are 
less.  But  the  GoTernment  say  that  the  whole  of 
these  advantages  which  are  at  present  possessed 
br  Canterbury,  shall  be  sunk  in  the  one  common 
object  of  as  far  as  possible  equslixing  the  revenue 
with  the  expenditure.  That  is  what  I  understand 
to  be  the  position — that,  so  long  as  the  localilies 
have  got  anything  to  pay  to  the  general  chest, 
that  payment  should  be  taken,  and  the  localities 
should  suffer  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  fund. 
There  have  been  public  men  in  this  colony  who 
Tiewed  such  a  thing  as  a  matter  of  high  policy. 
I  have  known  some  of  them,  and  no  doubt  they 
would  produce  very  good  arguments  in  support 
of  that  view,  and  would  consider  thai  the  dif- 
ferent land  systems  of  the  colony  produced  dis- 
tensions and  jealousies  and  other  objectionable 
effects  upon  our  public  affairs,  and  lament  that 
the  Land  Fund  had  ever  been  made  other  than 
colonial.  But  they  never  attempted  to  take  the 
ground  which  has  been  assumed  by  the  Premier 
this  erening — namely,  that  it  is  a  bad  thing  for 
those  who  possess  the  Land  Fund;  that  the/ 
are  morally  degraded  by  the  possession  of  this 
special  ndyantage  of  the  land  revenue.  That  is  a 
view  which,  I  venture  to  think,  will  not  be  appre- 
ciated yery  highly  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury. 
We  have  not  even  the  gloomy  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
equalize  their  revenue  with  their  expenditure 
under  these  proposals.  I  do  not  propose  to 
weai7  the  House  by  going  into  figures  to  any 
extent,  but  from  the  honorable  gentleman's 
figures  it  appears  that,  even  after  tbe  sacrifice 
proposed  to  be  made,  at  the  end  of  the  current 
year  we  shall  not  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  the  public  revenue  will  be  equal  to  the  ex- 
penditure :  in  feet,  we  have  every  reason  accord- 
mg  to  him  to  expect  the  contrary,  and  that  we 
shall  come  here  next  year  and  find  a  considerable 
deficit.  I  understood  the  Premier  to  say  that 
there  was  not  time  to  consider  the  question  of  a 
dissolution — that  it  would  take  too  much  time; 
Mr.  Sierens 


and  there  were  other  objections.  I  think  that 
the  opinions  of  the  constituencies  should  be 
sought  on  this  great  change.  It  is  a  change 
which  will  be  fdt  rerj  deeply  in  some  parts  of 
the  colony :  at  all  events,  it  will  be  felt  in  the 
district  from  which  I  come.  In  the  ProTiocial 
District  of  Canterbury  it  will  be  regarded  am  a 
very  serious  evil.  I  speak  now  not  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  particular  constituency,  becauae  the 
whole  of  the  people  there  are  interested  in  it,  but 
I  say  that  they  will  feel  it  as  a  lasting  cause  of 
dissatisfaction  that  they  have  been  singled  out, 
as  it  were,  for  special  burden*.  I  say,  aa  I  have 
said  before,  that  it  would  have  hien  but  fair 
if  they  had  had  an  opportunity  of  choosing 
the  alternative  of  submitting,  as  a  portion 
of  the  whole  bod^  politic,  to  some  kind  of  ad- 
ditional burden,  in  preference  to  the  saerifioe 
to  which  they  now  are  called  on  to  submit.  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  this  Bill  does  not 
provide  for  the  cessation  of  those  charges  wh^h 
are  now  placed  upon  the  Land  Fund.  Under 
existing  arrangements  there  are  certain  charges 
which  are  made  to  fall  upon  the  land  revenue, 
and  are  proyincially  charged  ;  and  it  is  neoeaeair 
that,  if  the  provincial  revenue  is  to  be  taken, 
these  charges  should  by  law  be  made  to  form 

rkrt  of  the  charges  upon  the  colony  as  a  whole, 
throw  that  out  as  a  suggestion  of  what  should 
be  done,  in  order  that  the  principle  may  be  fairly 
established  that,  as  the  colony  is  going  to  take  the 
whole  of  the  assets,  it  should  lUso  take  all  the 
liabilities  and  responsibilities  of  cobnial  finance. 
I  will  not  waste  time  by  making  much  reference 
to  what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Qoyernment ;  but  when  we  are 
told  that  the  Land  Fund  is  practically  gone,  as  he 
says  it  is,  we  have  only  to  look  at  the  statement 
presented  to  us  this  evening,  showing  the  trans- 
actions for  the  past  five  months,  to  discover  that 
the  Land  Fund  is  not  practically  gone.  It  may 
suit  the  views  of  certain  one  or  two  provindid 
districts — even  the  Provincial  District  of  Otago, 
with  its  ample  reserves  for  local  works,  and  the 
possibility  in  future  of  a  good  hard  vote  for 
public  works  as  occasion  may  require — it  maj  be 
very  well  for  those  parts  of  the  country  to  say 
they  will  not  suffer ;  out  that  is  not  the  position 
of  Canterbury,  and  I  regret  that  there  should 
have  been  any  in  this  House,  from  that  locality, 
with  such  want  of  foresight  and  judgment  as  to 
have  been  instrumental  in  placing  upon  thooe 
benches  gentlemen  who  would  refuse  to  give  to 
the  people  of  that  part  of  the  country  from  which 
I  come  the  opportunity  of  saying  whethn'  they 
particularly,  or  whether  they  as  part  of  the  whole 
colony,  would  assist  to  meet  the  deficiencies  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  M0NTG0MERY.--1  wish  to  say  one  or 
two  words  to  commence  with,  in  reply  to  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  said.  He 
wished  to  know  how  it  was  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  supported  the  Government 
of  Sir  George  Grey,  which  was  taking  the  Land 
Fund  of  Canterbury.  Let  me  state  shortly  how 
it  was  that  I  could  not  support  the  late  Govern- 
ment. It  was  because  there  was  a  deficit  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Kgmont  could  not  meet 
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without  breaking  a  law  which  he  had  promised 
not  to  break ;  because  he  proposed  to  take  the 
Land  Fund  in  an  insidious  manner ;  because  the 
€k>TerQment  had  not  the  power  to  lead  the  House ; 
because  they  abandoned  measures  such  as  the 
Native  Land  Court  Bill  and  accepted  a  totally 
different  policy ;  and  for  a  great  many  other  rea- 
sons. I  will  stat«  one  thing  in  particular  whicli 
tended  to  destroy  ray  confidence  in  them.  In 
1875  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  said 
that  the  whole  of  the  Land  Fund  would  be 
aTailable  —  that  no  liesh  charge  would  be  put 
upon  it,  and  that  it  would  be  available  for  ex- 

S»nditure  within  the  localities  in  which  it  aocrued. 
e  put  fresh  charges  upon  it  last  year,  and  he 
proposed  to  do  so  this  year.  I  will  show  what 
were  the  charges  he  put  upon  it  last  year.  The 
expenditure  on  railways  in  Canterbury  was 
£2,000,000.  Six  per  cent,  upon  that—that  is, 
interest  and  sinking  fund — would  be  £120,000. 
But  the  railway  profit,  according  to  (he  state- 
ment of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  would 
be  £90,000;  add  to  this  2  per  cent,  interest  on 
£2,000,000,  which  is  charged  by  "  Tlie  Financial 
Arrangements  Act,  1876, '  making  £k),000 — in 
lUl,  £130,000,  which  goes  into  the  consolidated 
revenue  from  Canterbury ;  so  that  on  the  rail- 
ways alone  there  would  be  a  profit  to  the  colony 
of  £10,000.  Then  the  province  also  pays  Cus- 
toms duties  and  other  charges  into  the  colonial 
revenue,  to  be  used  for  payment  of  interest  on 
the  public  debt  of  the  colony.  So  that  Canter- 
bury contributes  more  money  towards  interest 
and  sinking  fund  than  any  other  province.  But 
to  this  it  was  proposed  to  add  £58,000,  to  be 
taken  in  the  insidious  manner  proposed  by  the 
late  Treasurer.  I  think  those  are  sufficient  rea- 
sons why  I  could  not  support  the  late  Ck>vern- 
ment.  Nor  can  I  support  the  present  proposal. 
I  do  not  think  the  Premier  has  made  out  a  good 
case.  He  said  he  wished  to  legislate  so  that  for 
the  future  the  cupidity  of  various  parts  of  the 
colony  would  not  exist.  I  can  easily  under- 
stand that,  if  we  take  from  those  who  have  and 
E've  to  those  who  have  not,  the  cupidity  of  the 
tter  will  be  satisfied  for  a  time.  But  it  seems 
to  me  it  will  only  be  appeased  for  a  time,  and 
will  become  insatiable  if  we  once  gratify  it  at 
the  expense  of  others.  The  honorable  gentleman 
said  very  truly  that  every  person  who  pur- 
chased land  in  Canterbury  had  a  right  by  con- 
tract to  have  a  portion  returned  for  local  works. 
That  is  the  case,  and  the  House  may  depend 
upon  it  that  if  it  allows  th?  Land  Fund  to 
be  taken  people  will  not  go  on  purchasing  in 
these  southern  provinces  as  they  have  done,  be- 
cause hitherto  they  have  purchased  in  the  belief 
that  a  portion  of  the  price  they  paid  for  the  land 
will  be  spent  there  in  making  the  land  available 
for  settlement.  Take  away  these  proceeds  of  the 
land  and  spend  it  upon  works  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony  that  will  neither  open  up  the 
country  nor  pay  expenses,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  you  will  find  there  will  be  much  less 
land  purchased.  The  honorable  gentleman  then 
said  that  the  Land  Fund  had  hitherto  enor- 
mously enriched  the  people  iu  one  part  of  the 
colony,  while  in  other  parts  it  would  not  bear 


the  expenses  of  survey.  Then  I  want  to  know 
this  i  Why  should  the  Land  Fund  be  taken 
from  that  part  of  the  country  which  requires 
roads  and  bridges,  and  be  spent  in  that  part 
of  the  country  where  the  people  will  not  settle 
unless  the  land  is  given  to  them  for  little  or 
nothing?  I  have  also  to  sav  that  I  do  not 
think  that  the  honorable  gentleman's  finance  is 
very  good ;  and  here  I  would  add  that,  though 
I  cannot  altogether  support  the  finance  of  the 
Treasurer,  I  think  we  have  had  a  change  for 
the  better.  I  think  we  now  have  knowledge 
which  shows  us  that  the  ship  is  drifting  upon 
the  rocks,  and  that  we  ought  to  give  our  opin- 
ions as  to  the  best  way  of  preventing  her  going 
there.  But  although  I  support  the  honorable 
member  on  crucial  questions  affecting  his  Minis* 
terial  existence,  I  cannot  support  Mm  on  this 
occasion.  I  tell  him  this  candidly,  and  I  hope  he 
is  quite  willing  that  I  should  speak  as  candidly 
as  if  I  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
Allow  me  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  1  think 
his  estimated  deficit  of  £118,000  will  become 
very  much  larger.  The  amount  which  has  been 
received  from  land  sales  up  to  the  present  time 
from  all  the  provincial  districts,  excluding  Otago 
and  Canterbury,  is  £36.261;  adding  to  that  a 
fourth  for  the  unexpired  time  of  the  half-year, 
we  liave  a  total  of  £45,000,  which  shows  a  de« 
ficit  on  the  estimate  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  of  £128,000  for  the  six  months, 
of  £83,000.  The  Financial  Statement  of  the 
late  Treasurer  showed  a  deficiency  of  £109,000 
on  account  of  the  Otago  contribution,  £36,000 
to  be  recouped  from  loan,  £58,000  from  Canter- 
bury, and  £30,000  ken  struck  off  in  connec- 
tion with  education  fees :  altogether,  £233,000. 
That  gives  us  £116,500  for  the  half-year,  which, 
added  to  the  £83,262  deficiency  on  the  Land 
Fund  of  provinces  other  than  Otago  and  Canter- 
bury, gives  a  total  deficiency  of  £199,762.  That 
is  my  calculation  for  the  half-year.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  that  we  shall  get  £550,000  for  the  next 
half-year.  I  trust  we  shall  do  so.  But  I  say  the 
damage  to  the  crops  down  South,  for  want  of 
rain,  will,  I  fear,  render  the  Land  Fund  of  Otago 
and  Canterbury  for  the  next  half-year  very 
small.  Take  it,  however,  that  vou  get  half  the 
estimate  from  Canterbury  and  Otago.  That 
would  amount  to  £275,000 ;  and  say  vou  allowed 
Canterbury  20  per  cent,  and  also  the  charges, 
£117,000,  there  would  be  £158,000  to  come  from 
Canterbury  for  the  next  half-year.  However  rich 
Canterbury  may  be— and  there  are  many  honor- 
able members  who  know  that  the  people  there,  by 
their  prudence,  and  the  wisdom  of  their  adminis- 
tration of  their  land  laws,  are  in  a  state  of  pros- 
perity— do  you  think  they  will  agree  to  give  up 
such  a  sum  as  that  to  provide  subsidies  for  Boad 
Boards  and  Municipalities  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  which  have  given  their  lands  away  for 
nothing,  or  sold  them  at  5s.  or  10s.  per  acre  P  Do 
you  think  the  people  of  Canterbury  will  bo  satis- 
fied with  that  ?  Do  you  think  that  jon  can  give 
away  estotea  of  50.000,  60,000,  or  80,000  acres  in 
the  North  Island  for  some  Ss.  an  acre,  and  allow 
them  to  go  untaxed,  while  you  call  upon  Canter- 
bury to  provide  the  money  to  make  roads  through 
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tbem  ?  I  am  ft  Canterbury  man  myself,  but  I  can 
take  as  broad  a  riew  of  matters  outside  roy  dls- 
trict  as  other  honorable  members  can  tdce  of 
places  outside  their  districts,  and  I  say  that  such 
a  proposition  as  this  is  thoroughly  unjust,  and 
I  shall  vote  against  it.  I  can  understand  the 
cupidity  of  those  who  have  settled  on  inferior 
land,  or  on  good  land  which  they  got  at  lOs.  and 
which  is  now  worth  £20  an  acre,  if  they  say, "  We 
will  take  this  money  from  Otago  and  Canterbury, 
not  because  it  is  just  and  fair  to  do  so,  but  be- 
cause it  is  [feasant."  Having  said  that  this  pro- 
posal is  completely  unjust,  I  hare  also  to  say  that 
1  do  not  believe  this  20  per  cent,  arrangement 
will  at  all  settle  the  question.  I  beliere  there  will 
be  found  plenty  of  members  next  year,  like  the 
honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  (Bir.  Beetham), 
who  will  say, "  Twenty  per  cent. !  Why  should  they 
have 20  per  cent.?  They  had  plenty  in  the  years 
gone  past.  Let  us  take  that  away  too."  There 
may  be  found  others  who  will  even  say,  "Xet 
them  pay  back  that  which  they  have  had  in 
years  past."  I  heard  that  opinion  expressed  in 
this  House  a  year  or  two  ago.  They  may  not, 
perhaps,  go  as  Ceut  as  that ;  but  I  say  that  this 
IS  no  more  a  settlement  of  the  question — and 
let  honorable  members  bear  that  in  mind — than 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  £g- 
mont  last  year.  I  said  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session  that  this  Laud  Fund  question  must  be 
settled  either  this  year  or  next.  I  have  always 
thought  that  the  time  would  come  when  we 
should  have  to  consider  whether  we  should  not 
make  a  portion  of  the  Land  Fund  colonial  revenue, 
for  I  considered  we  were  spending  money  so 
fast,  and  I  saw  so  many  disasters  and  dangers 
ahead,  that  I  felt  we  might  be  obliged  to  put  our 
hands  upon  an^  money  we  could  get,  and  I  there- 
fore saw  the  time  would  very  likely  come,  either 
this  year  or  next,  when  we  must  consider  this 
question  of  whether  any  portion  of  the  Land 
Fund  should  be  made  colonial  revenue  owing  to 
the  necessities  of  the  State.  But  in  considering 
that  question  I  also  wished  to  consider  whether 
property,  which  has  been  so  much  improved  in 
Talue  by  the  expenditure  on  account  oi  railways 
and  immigration  to  whioli  we  have  gone,  should 
iK>t  bear  its  fair  share  of  the  burdens  laid  upon 
the  country.  While  we  can  borrow  money  there 
are  plenty  of  persons  who  will  say,  "  Go  on ; 
everything  will  be  right.  Expenditure  will 
open  up  the  country,  and  all  will  be  well." 
My  own  impression  is  that  the  railways  will  not 
pay  as  much  in  future  years  as  they  do  now. 
Although  you  may  have  one  additional  length 
opened,  a  little  bit  in  Otago  and  some  in*  the 
Iforth  Island,  still  they  will  not  pav  so»  much  as 
the  late  Minister  for  Public  Worxs  said  they 
were  likely  to  pay  this  year.  I  said,  also,  if  the 
House  recdly  considered  the  question  of  taxation, 
and  if  property  was  made  to  pay  its  fair  share  of 
our  burdens,  then  Canterbury  would  have  said, 
''The  finaooial  difficulties  of  the  cobny  aro  so 
great  that  we  shall  be  prepared  to  part  with 
■ome  portion  of  that  which  has  been  our  own 
by  the  law  for  so  long."  But  to  take  money 
from  Canterbury  and  rob  that  province  without 
touching  others  is  so  unjust  that  I  must  give 
Mr.  Montgomery 


my  vote  against  any  such  proposaL  Laai  year 
I  divided  the  House  upon  the  question  of  these 
subsidies,  because  I  thought  them  unjust,  aod 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  went  into 
the  lobby  with  me.  And  I  say  now,  again,  that 
we  shall  have  to  knock  them  off  veiy  soon.  I  do 
not  care  what  Qt>Temment  may  be  sitting  on  the 
Treasury  benches  next  year,  that  will  have  to  be 
done,  and  the  finance  of  my  honorable  friends 
now  sitting  there  will  not  provide  this  deficH^ 
That  is  an  assertion  on  ny  part,  but  I  think  it 
will  be  borne  out  by  figures.  Every  miUioii 
we  borrow  means  that  we  are  to  add  £50,000  to 
our  expenditiiro  for  the  year.  For  the  last  six 
or  seven  years  we  have  had  very  great  proepenty 
in  the  country,  an^,  as  I  have  before  pointed  oat, 
there  never  was  in  any  country  such  a  period  of 
prosperity  without  its  being  followed  by  a  corre- 
sponding period  of  adversity.  As  reaction  goes 
on  throughout  all  the  world,  so  will  it  follow 
prosperity  here,  and  then  we  may  be  obliged 
to  put  on  heavy  taxation.  Taxation  on  pnypertj 
to  a  small  extent  is  a  good  thing,  but  heavy 
taxation  on  it  is  bad.  I  say  this  finance  is  not 
thorough  or  sound,  and  does  not  go  far  enough. 
If  we  do  not  put  on  a  tax  now,  we  shall  hava  a 
larger  deficit  next  year,  and  then  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  heavier  taxation, 
when  we  shall  be  less  able  to  bear  it.  Having 
said  that  much,  I  would  also  wish  to  say  that^ 
when  the  time  comes  to  consider  the  proposal 
of  the  Government  to  borrow  £4,000,000,  I 
shall  vote  against  it.  The  amount  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  proposed,  namely, 
£2,000,000,  is  quite  as  much  as  I  shall  vote  tor. 
I  trust  honorable  gentleman  will  consider  this 
question  somewhat  apart  from  party  feeling.  I 
know  that  some  honorable  members  on  the  (^po- 
sition side  will  vote  for  the  Gk>vemment,  and 
that  some  on  this  side  will  vote  against  them ; 
but  this  is  a  far  larger  matter  than  a  mere  party 
question — it  affbcts  the  future  of  the  oountry,  and 
I  hope  party  feelings  will  not  make  us  looh  at 
the  figures  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmoot 
and  of  the  Hon.  the  Premier  as  if,  beoanae  they 
were  brought  forward  by  the  respective  leaders, 
the  one  chief's  figures  must  be  absolutely  ooiteot 
and  the  other's  absolutely  wrong.  I  hope  honor- 
able members  will  judge  for  themselves,  and  will 
take  care  that  for  the  future  they  will  not  allow 
burdens  to  be  placed  on  the  colony  which  it  may 
be  unable  to  bear. 

Mr.  WASON.  —  I  have  been  listening  very 
carefully  to  the  arguments  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa,  but  up  to  the  present  time  I  am 
not  satisfied  as  to  how  he  is  going  to  vote  or  what 
line  he  is  going  to  take. 

Mr.  MONTOOMERT.— I  said  I  would  vote 
against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WASON.— It  is  a  matter  of  gratification 
to  know  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  is  going 
to  vote  against  the  Bill,  because  I  did  not  under- 
stand him  to  say  so. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  said  so. 

Mr.  WASON.  — Then  how  the  honorable 
gentleman  can  reconcile  his  vote  on  this  occasion 
with  the  consistent  support  he  has  hitherto  gives 
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liif  party  it  is  not  for  me  to  explain.  It  is  for 
himself  and  bis  partj  to  explain  that.  It  seems 
io  me  strange  that  the  leading  backer-up— the 
**  sponge- bolder/'  if  I  maj  so  express  it--of  the 
present  Government  should  refuse  to  support 
them  in  the  crucial  test  and  main  point  of  their 
whole  policy.  And  yet  (hat  is  the  rery  honorable 
gentleman  who  blamed  the  late  Oorernment  that 
ther  did  not  treat  the  Tote  on  the  Native  Lands 
Sill  as  a  wantof-confidence  vote.  It  ill  becomes 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  to  blame  the 
late  G-orernment  for  not  going  out  on  the  Native 
XAnds  Bill,  when  he  is  going  to  vote  against  his 
party  on  this  question  on  which  they  stake  their 
existence. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— No. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  think  the  honorable  member 
-will  find  that  they  do.  We  hare  the  Financifd 
Statement  of  the  GK>Terument,  and  then  we  hayo 
the  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill  and  the  Financial 
Arrangements  Bill,  which  are  to  giro  effect  to 
the  policy  declared  in  the  Statement.  From  the 
time  this  Financial  Statement  came  into  my 
hands  I  bare  been  endeaTounns  to  make  out 
what  it  meant,  and  eren  with  the  assistance  of 
these  two  Bills  I  am  no  wiser  than  I  was  before. 
The  honorable  member  for  Totara  tells  us  that 
be  will  support  the  present  Goyernment  in  their 
proposals  because  he  finds  what  he  is  pleased  to 
call  finality  in  them,  and  because,  he  says,  it  is  so 
much  pleasanter  to  be  relieyed  from  the  sword  of 
Damocles  which  the  honorable  member  for  £g- 
mont  suspended  oyer  our  heads:  just  as  if  he  did 
not  know  as  well  as  possible  that  the  Goremment 
which  makes  this  proposal  to  giro  the  districts  20 
per  cent,  of  the  land  rerenue  will  come  down 
next  year  an4  say  that  10  per  cent,  is  enough, 
and  then  5  per  cent.,  and  then  will  take  away  the 
last  shilling.  Looking  through  the  Financial 
Statement  with  the  light  of  these  two  Bills,  it 
seems  to  me  more  incomprehensible  than  eyer. 
In  the  Financial  Statement  the  honorable  gentle- 
man tells  the  House  that  there  are  two  courses 
open,— 

"  Firstly,  to  ask  the  House  to  yote  suppliee  for 
»  period  ci  three  or  four  months ;  to  adjourn  ;  to 
meet  again  at  an  early  period  of  next  year,  when 
we  should  be  enabled  to  place  all  our  plans 
before  you  in  a  matured  form,  and  then  to  take 
jour  yerdict  upon  them." 

That  is  one  proposal  of  the  Gk>yemment  in  the 
Financial  Statement  which  is  supposed  to  em- 
body the  policy  of  the  GK>yemment.  Well,  Sir, 
they  haye  not  done  that  They  haye  not  adopted 
•the  first  proposal.  Then  he  comes  to  the  second 
one, — 

**  To  take  up  the  Estimates  of  the  late  GK>rem- 
ment,  make  such  modifications  in  their  proposals 
as  we  mi^ht  deem  necessary,  and  occupy  our- 
•elyes  during  the  recess  in  fully  reorganizing  and 
consolidating  the  present  financial  and  depart- 
mental systems  of  the  colony." 

They  haye  not  done  that.  Then  there  must 
be  a  third  course,  which  must  be  an  experimental 
mixture  of  those  two  courses  and  some  other 
course.  They  haye  taken  up  the  Estimates  of  the 
late  Gt>yemment ;  they  haye  taken  up  the  policy 
.of  the  late  Goyemment  as  regards  Natiye  matters ; 
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and  now,  as  regards  their  present  proposal  to 
make  the  Land  Fund  colonial  reyenue,  they  haye 
not  secured  a  fourth  of  the  leading  members  of 
their  party.  After  the  statements  made  by  the 
Colonuil  Treasurer  in  his  Financial  Statement, 
it  is  yery  unsatisfactonr  that  we  should  aeain  be 
thrown  into  a  state  of  confusion  as  to  tJe  real 
intentions  of  the  Goyemment.  I  cannot  under- 
stand what  their  financial  arrangements  are. 
Nor  has  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  at  all  enlightened  me :  in  fact,  it  only 
reminded  me  of  the  old  French  anecdote  of  the 
definition  giyen  by  Voltaire  of  the  word  "  meta- 
physics." He  was  asked  what  "metaphysics" 
meant,  and  he  answered,  "When  he  who  is  speak- 
ing does  not  understand  what  he  is  talkine  about, 
and  when  he  who  is  being  spoken  to  (K>es  not 
understand  what  is  being  said  to  him,  that  is 
metaphydics."  That  is  the  position  in  which  the 
speecnes  deliyered  in  explanation  of  the  financial 
policy  of  the  Goyemment  hare  left  us.  The 
Premier  told  us  he  was  going  to  instil  a  new 
moral  principle  into  the  minds  of  honorable 
members  who  haye  not  sufficient  moral  principle 
already ;  but  he  did  not  say  anything,  I  remarked, 
about  the  intense  discontent  which  he  will  raise 
in  the  breasts  of  those  from  whom  he  is  going 
to  take  this  money.  Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Beetham)  told  us  that 
he  grudged  us  this  20  per  cent.  He  means  to 
secure  ererything  he  can  for  the  people  of  the 
North,  who  claim  it,  not  as  beggars,  but  as  a 
matter  of  strict  justice. 

Mr.  BEKTHAM.— I  did  not  say  the  20  per 
cent,  was  to  go  to  the  North  only.  I  said  that  it 
should  be  distributed  equitably.  North  and  South, 
and  not  be  deroted  to  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
those  districts  which  haye  all  the  roads  they 
want. 

Mr.  WASON.— Exactly  so.  The  honorable 
gentleman  wants  justice,  and,  like  the  sturdy 
beggars  of  old,  he  says,  "  If  you  do  not  giye  it  to 
us,  we  will  take  it."  The  honorable  member  for 
Motueka  threw  another  light  upon  the  matter. 
He  gare  us  a  practical  illustration  of  the  agricul- 
tural capabiliiies  of  the  soil  in  Canterbury  and 
Otago,  and  stated  that  some  of  the  Canterbury 
land  yielded  thirty-fiye  bushels  of  wheat  to  the 
acre.  In  that  he  is  mistaken.  In  no  series  of 
years  has  the  wheat  crop  in  Canterbury  ayeraged 
thirty-fiye  bushels  to  the  acre.  The  highest  arer- 
age  I  eyer  heard  of  was  thirty-two  busnels  to  the 
acre.  People  may  estimate  their  crops  as  likely  to 
yield  thirty-five  or  forty  bushels  to  the  acre,  but 
when  they  come  to  reap  them  they  generally  find 
their  calculations  a  long  way  out.  The  honorable 
member  for  Heathoote  will  be  able  to  tell  the 
House  the  difficulties  Canterbury  settlers  labour 
under,  such  as  want  of  water,  dry  soils,  and  want 
of  a  ready  means  of  communication  ;  and  if  they 
haye  not  the  money  to  make  roads  they  will  be 
utterly  unable  to  carry  on  works  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatever.  There  is  a  serious  discrepancy  in 
the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill  and  the  Financial 
Statement  which  again  tends  to  create  confusion. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  in  his  Statement  says,  "  It 
is  our  intention,  however,  that  20  per  cent,  of  the 
land  revenue  shall  be  localised  by  law  for  the 
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purpose  of  being  expended  hy  the  local  authorities 
on  road.«,  biidges,  and  public  works  within  their 
respective  districts."  That  is  exactly  what  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Bill  does  not  do.  It  does 
not  localize  20  per  cent,  for  Ihat  purpose.  It 
simply  repeals  the  Act  of  last  year,  which  was 
bad  enough  in  itself,  but  which  provided  that 
"  three-fifths  of  the  Land  Fund  shall  be  given  in 
the  proportion  of  the  oreas  of  the  several  counties 
or  parts  of  counties  in  the  district,  and  two-fifths 
in  the  proportion  of  the  subsidies  payable  to  such 
several  counties  " — that  is,  in  proportion  to  rates 
I  am  entirely  opposed  to  any  Land  Fund  being 
given  as  subsidies  for  rates  raised  from  the  people 
themselves.  Those  rates,  &%  a  rule,  at  any  rate  iu 
Canterbury,  have  not  been  levied  for  opening  up 
^esh  country — they  are  simply  levied  to  main- 
tain existing  roads  in  repair ;  and  why  the  Land 
Fund  should  be  spent  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  people  to  improve  their  roads  is  a  thing  I  um 
utterly  unable  to  understand.  It  was  bad  enougli 
last  year  when  the  districts  received  two-fifths  iu 
proportion  to  their  rates,  but  now  we  get  nothing 
in  proportion  to  area  at  all.  What  will  be  the 
effect  m  newly-settled  districts,  such  as  the  Ash- 
burton  and  Geraldine  Districts,  where  the  roads 
have  not  yet  been  made?  If  the  roads  are  not 
made  the  progress  of  the  districts  must  be  re- 
tarded. Peopb  will  not  be  able  to  grow  wheat, 
because  agriculture  is  different  from  sheep  farm- 
ing. Properly-formed  roads  are  necessary.  Unless 
people  have  the  means  to  get  their  products  to 
market  a  slop  will  be  put  to  agriculturial  pursuits, 
and  we  shall  be  reduced  to  our  original  state, 
sheep-farming.  There  is  another  point  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  honorable  members  representing 
districts  other  than  those  of  Canteroury  and 
Otago  should  look  at.  I  believe  the  proposal  is 
not  an  honest  one :  what  I  mean  is,  that  it  is  not 
intended  honestly  to  carry  it  out — that  is,  that  the 
Government  do  not  propose  to  leave  20  per  cent, 
of  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  land  revenue;  for 
further  on  in  the  Financial  Statement  we  find  the 
remark — 

*'  That  the  Government  looks  forward  to  being 
enabled  to  submit  to  this  House  next  session 
well-considered  proposals,  based  upon  sound  data, 
whereby  important  districts  may  be  opened  up 
and  connected  with  main  railway  lines  by  means 
of  branch  lines,  to  be  constructea  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land,  which  will  be  rendered  valuable 
and  accessible  by  such  branch  lines." 

Now,  I  ask  honorable  members  from  Nelson 
and  other  parts  of  the  colony  what  that  means. 
Does  it  not  mean  that  certain  districts  a^^tty 
south,  which  haye  strong  influenoes  at  their  bacK, 
will  haye  an  opportunity  of  securing  large  areas 
of  land  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  local  rail- 
ways ?  And,  if  that  is  to  be  done,  what  amount 
will  the  Government  expect  to  get  in  from  land 
sales?  If  land  is  reserved  in  Otago  and  Canter- 
bury  

Mr.  MACANDREW.— And  Wellington. 

Mr.  WASON.— And  Wellington.  Take  it  all 
round.  If  land  is  to  be  taken  for  the  construc- 
tion of  miles  of  railways,  what  will  there  be  left 
to  provide  20  per  cent,  for  the  counties  ?  And,  if 
that  is  the  intention,  why  not  say  so  ?  If  the  Go- 
Mr,  Wcuoa 


vernment  propose  to  devote  all  the  surplus  land 
to  the  construction  of  branch  railways,  it  should 
be  fairly  stated,  so  that  we  might  all  start  fiur  j 
but  it  is  not  a  right  thing  to  say  that  we  are 
going  to  equalize  the  financial  position  of  the 
colony,  that  we  are  going  to  res! ore  the  equili- 
brium, when  you  say  m  the  Financial  Statement 
that  you  do  not  mean  to  do  anything  of  the  kind^ 
that  you  intend  to  make  brunch  railways  instead. 
That  is  an  important  point  which  I  would 
urge  upon  honorable  members  who  are  going  to 
vote  "  straight  "  upon  this  Bill.  By  referring  to 
those  who  are  going  to  vote  ^'  straight/'  I  mean 
those  who  wish  to  see  the  land  revenue  fairly 
colonittlized.  The  Waste  Lands  Bill  is  an  impor- 
tant point,  taken  in  connection  with  this  measure. 
It  is  intensely  unfair  to  the  Provincial  Districts 
of  Wellington,  Nelson,  and,  I  should  imagine,  to 
Auckland  also.  There  is  land  in  Nelson  wbidi 
cannot  be  sold  at  78.  6d.  an  acre,  and  there  is 
land  in  Wellington  which  cannot  find  purchasers 
at  10s.  an  acre.  And  why  laiso  the  price  to 
£1  in  those  cases?  In  connection  with  that 
)X)int  I  purpose  making  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  question  of  taxation,  which  the  Colonial 
Treosurer  alluded  to  very  slightly.  He  merely 
says  that  the  Government  will  *' earnestly  ooo^ 
sider  the  question,  already  discussed  in  this  House, 
of  altering  the  present  system  of  taxation  in  this 
colony,  with  the  view  of  more  equally  and  fairiy 
distributing  its  burdens  upon  I  ho  whole  com- 
munity.'* And  further  on  he  says  lie  appre- 
hends "that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  raise  a 
larger  revenue  from  the  people  than  is  now  drawn 
from  them,  but,  should  that  source  of  revenoa 
fall  off*,  we  must  be  prepared  to  submit  to  heavier 
burdens  to  meet  our  obligations  to  our  creditor 
and  conduct  the  business  of  the  country."  If  he 
means  that,  why  does  he  come  down  with  pro- 
posals which  will  prevent  the  occupation  of  large 
tracts  of  country  ?  I  hold  that  the  sooner  creiy 
acre  of  waste  lauds  in  the  oolony.is  di«po«ed  of, 
with  the  exception  of  what  is  required  for  re- 
serves, the  better  it  will  be  for  the  people  of  the 
colony.  As  long  as  we  have  this  limd  there  will 
always  be  an  intense  feeling  of  dissatiafactian  ia 
the  minds  of  the  ratepayers  when  they  are  called 
upon  to  contribute  to  necessary  woriu.  If  it  is 
proposed  to  impose  an  income  and  property  tax 
— and  I  believe  an  income  and  property  Xx%. 
will  not  be  seriously  objected  to  if  it  be  shown  to 
be  urgently  required — if  the  constituencies  have 
the  question  put  before  them,  whether  they  will 
have  an  income  and  property  tax,  or  whether  th^ 
will  see  their  vast  tracts  of  land  lying  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Government — land  which  uiey  will  noi 
sell  because  they  cannot  get  a  certain  price  for 
it — it  appears  to  me  that  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
people  will  say,  "  No ;  we  must  sell  this  land  ia 
order  to  put  population  upon  it,  and  introduce  a 
fresh  tax-paying  element."  That  is  a  great  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  leaving  the  land  open  for  selec- 
tion at  such  a  price  that  it  will  be  sold.  If  it 
can  be  sold  on  the  deferred-payment  system,  weO 
and  good,  so  long  as  it  is  beneficially  occupied.  I 
was  surprised  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  did  not  go  more  fully  into  that  question, 
I  it  being  one*  upon  which  I  entirely  agree  witb 
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him  and  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce.  Are 
the  people  to  paj  increased  taxation  while  the 
Government  is  raiding  monej  to  pay  subsidies  on 
the  rales  ?  We  discussed  that  question  last  year 
at  considerable  length ;  and  I  wish  to  point  out 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  who  acted  as 
tellers  at  the  end  of  that  discussion,  the  differ- 
ence between  the  proposals  of  the  Gorernment 
in  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill  and  the  pro- 
posals which  were  made  last  year.  Last  year 
out  of  the  consolidated  reyenuo  there  was  to  be 
paid  £1  for  every  pound  collected  in  the  shape 
of  rates :  lOs.  was  to  go  to  the  Road  Boards  and 
lOs.  to  the  County  Councils.  But  this  year 
these  amounts  have  been  doubled,  and  the  con- 
solidated revenue  has  to  pay  £1  to  each  Road 
Board  and  £1  to  each  County  Council  for  every 
pound  that  is  collected  as  rates.  I  will  point  out 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  that  if  the 
result  was  bad  last  year  it  is  doubly  bad  this  year. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— The  consolidated  revenue 
gets  the  Land  Fund. 

Mr.  WASON.— That  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question.  We  have  nothing  to  do  at  present 
with  the  question  where  the  Consolidated  Fund 
comes  from.  The  point  is,  that  tlie  consolidated 
revenue  has  this  year  to  pay  double  the  amount 
it  paid  last  year;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  the  Go- 
Temnient  have  made  no  provision  for  the  extra 
demands  that  will  be  made  upon  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  I  believe  that  the  extra  amount  that  will 
have  to  be  paid  for  the  next  six  months  will 
be  about  £20,000.  Looking  carefully  into  the 
Financial  Statement  and  the  Financial  Arrange- 
ments Bill,  and  considering  the  unsatisfactory 
nature  of  the  whole  thing — considering  that  the  - 
settled  districts  are  not  to  get  money  for  keeping 
their  roads  in  repair,  and  that  the  Government 
have  decided  to  double  the  amounts  to  be  paid  to 
local  bodies  out  of  the  consolidated  revenue — I 
think  I  shall  only  be  doing  my  duty  in  moving. 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  agree  with  very  much 
of  what  fell  from  the  honorable  member  for  Aka- 
roa.  I  agree  with  him  that  the  finance  of  the 
Government  is  not  good,  by  which  I  suppose  he 
means  that  it  is  bad 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— And  I  agree  with  him 
that  their  policy  is  not  thorough,  by  which  I  sup- 
pose he  means  that  it  b  treacherous  and  delusory ; 
and  I  agree  with  him  that  next  year  there  will 
be  a  greater  deficit  than  is  anticipated  by  the 
Premier.  I  agree  with  him  in  all  those  opinions ; 
but  I  do  not  agreo  with  him  in  the  conclusion  he 
has  come  to  to  support  a  Ministry  whose  finance 
18  bad  and  whose  policy  generally  is  treacherous 
and  delusory.  I  think  he  balanced  Tory  nicely 
the  position  which  he  occupied,  but  that  he  ex- 
hibited a  political  Blondinism  for  which  he  is 
rather  to  be  pitied.  I  shall  explain  in  a  very  few 
words  why  I  shall  vote  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Coleridge,  because  I  think  every  member 
of  this  House  U  bound  to  take  a  part  in  a  de- 
'bate  of  this  kind.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do 
•0  particularly   because   I   repreEeitl   a   part  of 


the  country  which  will  be  grievously  wronged  if 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  are  carried  into 
effect.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa  was  not  aware,  and 
whether  we  had  not  all  good  cause  to  be  aware, 
that  if  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Government  we  should 
have  a  policy  of  this  kind.  I  felt  that  we  should 
have  such  a  policy,  and  I  believe  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa  felt  it  Ukewise,  and  knew 
that  from  the  first  we  had  nothing  to  expect 
from  the  Premier  but  a  policy  of  this  kind.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  brought  down 
this  policy  he  would  not  have  acted  consistently 
writh  his  previous  action  in  this  House.  I  have 
no  oonfidenoe  in  the  Government  under  any 
circumstances,  or  in  any  particulars  of  their 
policy.  We  have  a  Goyernment  framed  on  a 
principle  of  counteraction,  and  no  such  Govern- 
ment 18  at  all  likely  to  carry  out  any  beneficial  or 
continuous  line  of  policy.  It  seems  to  me  that, 
when  an  honorable  member  holds  such  strong 
views  as  I  hold  upon  a  question  such  as  this,  he 
is  bound  to  take  every  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  opinion  of,  and  voting  against,  a  Ministry 
which  brings  about  such  a  stale  of  thinffs.  Tho 
country  has  for  years  past  grown  in  the  belief 
that  its  public  men  will  take  no  step  that  in  any 
way  leads  to  the  alienation  of  its  Land  Fund. 
For  my  own  part  I  have  seen,  ever  since  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  introduced  his  Public  Works  policy, 
that  the  Land  Fund  was  in  danger.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  people  of  Canterbury  thoroughly 
believed  they  would  continue  to  keep  their  I^nd 
Fund ;  and  under  the  proposals  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment they  certainly  derived  great  benefit. 
I  think  that  this  case*  affords  a  very  strong 
example  of  how  pernicious  a  thing  it  is  to  s\lp- 
pose  that  men  who  are  so  ill-assortod  can  bring 
down  measures  of  a  character  satisfactoir  to  the 
country.  I  think  the  following  words  of  Canning 
apply  to  this  case : — 

"Away  with  the  cant  of  'Measures,  not  men' 
— the  idle  supposition  that  it  is  the  harness  and 
not  the  horses  that  draw  the  chariot  along! 
No,  Sir,  if  the  comparison  must  be  made,  if  the 
distinction  must  be  taken,  men  are  everything, 
measures  comparatively  nothing." 

dir,  I  appeal  to  the  honorable  members  from 
the  North  to  consider  what  they  are  doing  in 
abandoning  the  men  pf  the  South.  I  ask  what 
the  men*  of  Wellington  are  likely  to  get  in  the 
future  by  ignoring  the  rights  of  the  South  and 
the  justice  which  is  due  to  it.  These  wronss 
which  affect  one  part  of  the  country  will  surely 
recoil  on  the  heads  of  those  who  bring  them 
about.  But  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  present 
move  on  the  part  of  the  Government  P  It  if  a 
political  card  that  is  ^yed  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  position.  What  did  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  went  to  Auckland  and  ad- 
dressed their  constituents  the  other  day  say  ? — 
and  remember  the  Premier  said  those  gentlemen 
represented  the  opinions  of  the  Government. 
They  said  that  the  policy  of  tho  Government  was 
Separation.  I  warn  honorable  gentlemen  against 
supportinjz  the  Government  in  thia  course  of 
action.    What  are  the  honorable  members  from 
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Nelson  and  other  parts  of  the  colony  to  expect 
from  this  ?  What  is  Otago  doing  ?  It  has 
already  contracted  large  liabilities  in  the  shape  of 
Treasury  bills  which  ought  to  be  returned  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  But  that  has  not  been 
done,  while  large  tracts  of  country  are  being 
laid  aside  to  save  themselres  and  the  land  from 
a  scheme  of  colonialization.  In  supporting  this, 
and  thinking  that  by  doing  so  they  are  doing  a 
great  colonial  good,  honorable  members  are  mak- 
ing a  mistake.  They  are  doing  a  great  wrong, 
which  will  work  its  own  remedy.  Sir,  I  shall  Tote 
consistently  ogninst  the  second  reading  of  every 
one  of  these  Bills,  which  ought  to  be  taken  to- 
gether. I  am  sorry  that  we  have  not  all  these 
Bills  now  before  us.  We  do  not  know  exactly 
what  the  Government  propose  to  do  in  regard 
to  borrowing.  We  are  tola  that  they  intend  to 
borrow  £4,000,000,  but  that  probably  the  amount 
would  be  lessened.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of 
members  from  the  South  to  show  their  disap- 
proval of  the  policy  of  the  Government  by  voting 
against  the  second  reading  of  these  Bills  through- 
out. We  have  got  from  the  Government  a  policy 
stating  that  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  demand 
that  the  Land  Fund  shall  be  taken,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  are  proposing  to  go  into  the 
Home  market  to  borrow.  At  the  same  time  we 
are  saying  that  we  have  a  deficiency  of  £2,000  a 
day,  and  we  are  professing  to  colonialize  the  Land 
Fund  in  order  to  give  greater  security  to  the 

gublio  creditor,  while  we  are  grasping  from  the 
outh  all  we  can  get  in  the  shape  of  Land  Fund 
for  local  wants.  The  Minister  for  Lands  has 
asked,  with  wonderful  natvetif  "What  are  we 
doing  ?  The  Land  Fund  is  gone,  and  yet  we 
are  going  to  save  from  the  colony  20  per  cent/' 
What  does  that  mean  P  If  you  take  nothing 
from  nothing,  can  20  per  cent,  remain  ?  That  is 
the  problem.  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
this  policy  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— After  hearing  the  speeches 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  and  of  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
I  feel  great  difficulty  in  deciding  to  which  side  of 
the  House  I  belong.  I  think  that  the  speeches  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bruce  gave  us  a  very  good  ex- 
planation of  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Go- 
vernment to  delay  bringing  down  these  proposals 
until  now.  It  is  evident  Uiat  if  the  Gt)vemment 
depended  upon  their  supporters  they  Wotdd  have 
a  very  poor  chance  in  this  House.  I  understand 
that  this  is  a  Ministerial  question,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  reasons  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Akaroa  gave  for  not  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment, I  believe  that  if  the  Government  remain  in 
office  they  will  be  kept  in  by  the  votes  of  gentle- 
men who,  like  myself,  are  not  amongst  their 
supporters.  I  could  not  help  being  reminded  of 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  a  few  nights  ago  to  the  efibct  that  he  had 
some  hopes  of  the  Government:  as  I  under- 
stand him,  he  has  now  no  hopes  of  them  what- 
ever. On  a  late  occasion  the  honorable  gentleman 
began  by  finding  fault  with  the  late  Government 
on  the  following  grounds :  Because  we  had  a 
deficit  which  we  could  not  provide  for;  because 
Mr,  BoUeHon 


we  took  the  Land  Fund ;  and  because  we  eonU 
not  carry  measures  in  this  House.  Now,  let  as 
see  what  the  honorable  gentleman  thinks  of  tht 
present  Government.  He  says  they  ruiDOt  eanr 
out  their  policy,  and  that  their  finmnoe  is  bad. 
Well,  then,  the  next  reason  given  was  becaoM 
they  took  the  Land  Fund.  I  suppoee  he  is  of 
the  same  opinion  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Totara,  that  it  is  better  to  take  £300,000  instead 
of  £58,000  as  the  honorable  member  for  Egmrat 
did.  No  doubt  that  is  a  eood  reaaon  for  mj 
honorable  friend  to  uree.  I  confess  I  ^louki 
not  hesitate  long,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  himself  hesitate  kmg, 
in  deciding  upon  a  question  as  between  £68,000 
and  £300,000.  Another  reason  giren  by  him 
why  lie  voted  against  the  late  Government  was, 
that  they  were  unable  to  cany  their  measuras. 
Well,  what  is  the  position  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment? Let  us  first  take  the  measure  we 
have  before  us  now.  I  suppose  the  honorabb 
gentleman  will  admit  that,  unless  we  on  this  side 
of  the  House  supported  the  Government,  they 
could  not  carry  this  measure.  We  were  in  a  state 
of  great  alarm  lest  we  should  find  the  Govern- 
ment defeated  on  the  Land  BilL  I  do  not  aoo^ 
the  Land  Sales  Bill  as  a  necessary  corollary  of  tbor 
policy.  I  voted  against  that  BUI ;  but  had  it  not 
been  for  some  of  my  friends  helping  them  they 
would  have  been  in  a  minority  this  afternoon, 
and  they  would  be  in  exactly  the  same  poettaoa 
with  respect  to  this  Bill  now  before  us.  Mysdf 
and  others  intend  to  see  this  Land  Fund  matter 
through;  we  shall  not  desert  them  like  the 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa  on  so  important 
an  occasion  as  this.  My  honorable  friend  then 
said  there  were  many  other  reasons  why  he  voted 
against  the  late  Government.  I  have  no  doubt 
there  are  many  other  reasons;  but  I  would 
remind  my  honorable  friend,  if  among  those  rea- 
sons he  is  looking  forward  to*  the  possibility  of  a 
Middle  party,  he  is  calculating  entirely  without 
his  host.    We  had  a  Middle  party  this 


and  we  shall  not  hear  any  more  of  such  a  partf 
for  many  years  to  come.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  waits  until  he  is  again  in  the  positioB 
he  was  in  a  few  days  ago — at  the  head  of  s 
Middle  party — he  will  wait  a  loxig  time.  If  that 
is  his  reason,  I  would  advise  him  to  give  op  the 
Government  at  once.  He  says  their  finance  is 
not  very  good,  but  that  he  will  vote  for  them  this 
session.  Well,  I  am  going  to  vote  for  them  this 
session.  My  honorable  fnend  did  not  give  any 
reason  why  he  votes  for  them  this  session,  but  I 
will  tell  my  reasons  plainly.  I  am  so  confident 
of  the  difficulties  they  will  ^t  the  country  in  be- 
fore the  House  meets  again  that  I  think  it  is  the 
best  thing  to  let  the  cok>ny  see  how  they  carry  on 
its  affairs :  so  I  shall  vote  for  them  this  session.  I 
think  that  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  will 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  before  we  oome  bad 
next  session,  even  if  there  be  no  Middle  party. 
In  the  debate  we  have  just  had  I  must  say  that  I 
listened  attentively  to  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  on  this  occasion,  hoping  that  we  were 
goine  to  have  from  him  some  statement  like  that 
which  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  present  position  of  aAurs;  and  I 
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am  bound  to  lay  that  I  was  greatlT  disappointed. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Hon.  the  Premier  has 
dealt  fairlj  with  the  House  or  the  country  on 
this  occasion,  and  I  should  not  now  be  on  mj  legs 
if  it  were  not  that  I  consider  it  is  our  dutj  to 
express  our  opinion  on  the  financial  condition  of 
the  oolonj.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  ought 
to-daj  to  hare  explained  to  us  the  present  finan- 
cial position  of  the  colony,  and  as  to  how,  under 
the  changes  he  has  piopoBed,  he  is  going  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  public  ser?ice  of  the  colony  for  the 
xiext  six  months.  That  has  absolutely  not  been 
done.  The  honorable  gentleman  did  not  attempt 
to  deal  with  that  important  question,  and  which  it 
is  the  duty  of  that  bench — I  do  not  say  especially 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  of  that  bench — 
to  inform  this  House  upon.  If  we  get  no  further 
financial  explanation  from  the  Government  than 
we  have  now,  I  say  tliat  the  House  will  go  on  in 
its  consideration  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
colony  without  any  information  as  to  how  the  GK>- 
Temment  mean  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  which 
the^  themselves  acxnowledge  exists.  That  is  an 
enturely  wrong  and  false  position  for  this  House 
to  be  in,  for  the  Government  themselves  to  be  in, 
and  for  the  country  to  be  in.  The  honorable 
gentleman  himself  in  the  speech  he  made  to-nisht 
admitted  that  there  was  a  deficiency,  and  be  did 
BOt  refer  to  many  of  those  items  which  we  know 
are  not  included  in  the  Statement.  He  did  not 
show  the  Supplementary  Estimates,  the  means  for 
providing  for  charitable  aid,  or  the  means  for  sup- 
porting raucation,  as  the  Bill  has  been  changed 
in  respect  of  capitation.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
■ay  that  the  financial  proposals  exhibit  a  defi- 
ciency of  little  short  of  half  a  million  of  money. 
That  honorable  gentleman  has  not  thought  it 
his  duty— the  gentlemen  on  those  benches  hare 
not  thought  it  their  duty — to  state  to  the  House 
how  it  ii  proposed  to  meet  the  deficiency.  It 
is  the  duty  of  every  honorable  member,  whether 
on  this  side  or  not,  to  insist  upon  such  a  state- 
ment being  made.  The  honorable  gentleman  in 
bis  speech  to-night  told  us  that  the  Waste  Lands 
Sale  Bill  was  an  essential  part  of  their  policy. 
I  am  not  going  to  take  up  time  by  talking  at 
»ny  length  on  that  Bill.  All  I  care  to  say  about 
it  is  this :  Having  stated  that  I  was  going  to 
support  the  6K>vemment  on  the  generalization 
of  the  Land  Fund,  I  think  that  Bill  has  no  con- 
nection at  all  with  their  policy.  I  look  upon  it  as 
»  measure  which,  if  carried  out,  will  undoubtedly 
act  adversely  to  the  interests  of  a  great  portion 
of  the  colony,  especially  the  Iforth  Island  and 
the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island ;  and  I  am 
Qtteriy  at  a  loss  to  find  any  reason  why  those 
honorable  gentlemen  brought  it  in.  The  only 
reason  I  know  of  was  contained  in  a  former 
•peech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  in 
which  he  said  that  the  one  condition  on  which  he 
then  followed  them  was,  that  they  should  bring 
down  a  scheme  for  the  uniformity  of  price  for 
land  all  over  the  colony.  If  that  was  the  reason, 
then  the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  grateful  in 
deserting  them  on  the  first  occasion  on  which  they 
are  in  want  of  lUsistance.  As  one  of  the  repre- 
•entatives  of  the  North  leland  I  protest  against 
tins  measure,  aa  being  absolutely  adverse  to  the 


interests  of  the  North  Island,  and,  as,  moreover, 
being  a  block  in  the  way  of  the  Government 
finance  being  possible.  I  did  not  vote  for 
the  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill.  I  am  not  going 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I  really  hesitated 
whether  I  should  not  go  outside  rather  than  vote 
in  a  way  that  would  have  the  effect  of  driv- 
ing those  gentlemen  off  those  benches.  I  voted 
against  the  Bill,  but  I  considered  it  no  part  of 
their  p(dicy,  and  that  it  had  nothing  to  oo  with 
the  question  of  the  generalization  of  the  Land 
Fund.  I  will  not  now  go  into  the  financial  part 
of  the  question,  although,  to  my  mind,  it  is  a  very 
serious  question  indeea.  With  a  finance  in  the 
position  that  ours  is  in  now,  it  is  a  serious  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  we  shall  adopt  a  policy 
which  will  prevent  any  chance  of  the  Estimates 
on  which  tliose  honorable  gentlemen  rely  being 
realized.  That,  in  a  few  words,  must  be  the 
refult  of  this  Bill  d  urine  the  next  six  months. 
I  do  not  agree  with  those  who  have  spoken 
of  the  Land  Fund  estimates  of  my  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Egmont  as  being  ddusive, 
and  particularly  as  they  were  applied  to  the 
North  Island.  I  say  that  tb6se  who  spoke  on 
this  question  did  not  generally  consider  what 
lands  there  may  be  in  the  North  Island  which  are 
likely  to  be  disposed  of  and  the  mone^  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government.  I  think  I  know 
something  about  the  lands  in  the  North  Island 
which  are  likely  to  come  into  the  market  during 
the  next  six  months,  or  which  may  come  into  the 
market  if  the  Gk>vernment  i^oose  to  push  on  the 
surveys  and  use  their  influence  with  the  Waste 
Lands  Boards  of  the  colony  to  bring  the  lands 
into  the  market.  Although  the  idea  has  been 
derided  in  this  House,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  in  the  Province  of  Auckland  the  Govern- 
ment may  realise  very  nearly  the  amount  esti- 
mated by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont. 
They  would  have  realized  more  had  they  not 
brought  in  the  measure  they  have  now  brought 
in.  I  will  name  one  or  two  transactions  under 
which  I  think  that  this  House  will  agree  with  me 
that  there  will  be  a  Land  Fund  accruing  from  the 
Provincial  District  of  Auckland.  I  would  name 
the  Patutahi  Block,  for  which  £40,000  or  ^50,000 
will  be  received.  That  land  is  now  ready  for 
sale.  When  the  late  Gkyvemment  went  out  of 
ofiice  it  was  in  a  position  to  go  into  the  market 
and  be  disposed  of  to-morrow,  and  I  believe 
that  that  block  will  bring  in  £40,000  or  £60,000. 
Then  there  is  the  block  of  land  which  has  bf  en 
selected  for  the  Broomhall  Settlement.  The  Go- 
vernment have  only  to  use  that  influence  whidi 
they  tell  us  they  can  exercise  in  Native  affidrs, 
the^  have  only  to  remove  some  trifling  difficulties 
which  stood  in  the  way  when  the  late  GK>vem- 
ment  went  out  of  office.  We  were  led  to  believe 
that  those  difficulties  would  be  easily  overcome 
in  a  short  time.  From  that  transaction  there 
would  be  an  asset  of  £85,000.  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  Government  will  be  able,  without 
any  difficulty,  to  complete  that  arrangement,  and 
they  will  have  (he  money  in  their  chest  within  a 
couple  of  months  from  this  time.  The  Gbvem- 
ment  land  purchase  officers  say  there  are  only  one 
or  two  Natives  now  objecting,  and  the  honorable 
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member  for  the  Western  Maori  District  (Mr. 
Nahe)  can  exercise  a  laree  influence  so  as  to  en- 
able the  purchase  of  the  Slock  to  be  completed.  I 
do  not  suppose  there  can  be  any  doubt  about  that 
being  a  realizable  asret.  There  is  a  large  amount 
of  land  in  the  Waikato  and  other  parts  of  the 
North  Island  which  I  beliere  would  hare  come  into 
the  market  had  the  Oovemment  loft  the  prioe 
of  land  alone.  I  believe  that  all  the  GoTemment 
are  doing  is  opposed  to  the  interett  of  the  North 
Island  and  opposed  to  anj  possible  finance.  The 
Land  Sales  Suspension  Bill  is  a  measure  which  I 
cannot  support,  which  I  shall  not  support,  and 
which,  in  mj  belief,  is  entirely  separate  from  the 
question  of  the  generalization  of  the  Land  Fund. 
The  Premier,  in  his  speech,  said  he  would  give 
us  no  financial  explanation  because  ho  was  afraid 
of  wearying  us  with  another  Financial  Statement. 
And  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
East,  who  appeared  to  hare  a  very  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  proposals  of  the  Goyem- 
ment — in  fact,  he  seemed  to  know  more  about 
them  than  the  honorable  gentleman  who  gaTe  the 
explanation  to  the  House — also  said  there  was  no 
need  to  have  another  Financial  Statement.  Well, 
if  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  are  satis- 
fied with  the  Financial  Statements  we  have  heard 
from  the  Gk>Ternment,  all  I  can  say  is  that  they 
are  easily  satisfied.  I  was  yery  glad  to  hear  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  was  not  at  all 
•atisfied.  Unless  he  was  so  thorough  a  partisan 
as  to  be  absolutely  blind  he  could  not  be  satisfied, 
because  the  statements  we  hare  had  are  abso- 
lutely incorrect,  yery  contradictory,  and  mislead- 
ing, and  you  can  hardly  name  any  single  point 
throughout  them  on  which  we  haid  not  two  or 
three  difl*erent  yiews  from  the  Gorernwent. 
While  the  honorable  gentleman  was  speaking, 
the  question  occurred  to  me,  How  many  opinions 
haye  we  had  from  the  Goyernment  on  the  In- 
scription of  Stock  Bill  P  In  the  first  place  the 
Premier,  soon  after  taking  office,  in  answer  to  a 

Question,  said  they  were  going  to  take  up  the 
nscription  of  Stock  Bill.  Two  or  three  weeks 
afterwards  we  had  another  yiew  presented  to  us. 
It  is  a  peculiar  yiew,  which  I  shall  yenture  to 
quote,  and  I  think  the  House,  if  it  has  any  sense 
of  inconsistency,  will  be  rather  astonished.  The 
Premier,  when  speaking  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment, said, — 

**  The  next  thing  we  were  told.  Sir,  was  that 
%re  could  get  out  of  all  our  difllculties  by  means 
of  the  Bill  for  the  inscription  of  stock.  I  may 
tay  that  in  my  belief  it  is  doubtful  if  it  is  desir- 
able that  we  should  go  on  with  that  Bill.  I 
belieye  our  doing  so  would  be  disadyantageous  to 
the  country,  as  it  simply  means  that  we  should 
write  fresh  loans  against  the  credit  of  (he  colony. 
It  is  simply  another  means  of  borrowing.  One 
would  haye  imagined  that  great  profit  was  to  be 
gained  by  the  transact  ion ;  but  it  is  nothing  of 
the*  kind'.  It  is  simply  a  proposal  to  borrow 
further  sums.  Haying  fed  so  long  upop  charity, 
the  honorable  gentleman  now  wishes  to  call  into 
existence  another  being,  unaccustomed  to  his 
wiles,  with  whom  he  may  deol  with  some  chance 
of  success.  A  more  impudi  ut  proposal  was  neyer 
)  in  any  Legislature." 
Mr.  Ormond 


A  few  days  ago  I  went  to  my  pigeon-hole,  and 
I  found  a  Bill  tnere  called  the  Consolidation  of 
Stock  Bill,  with  the  name  <'  Hon.  Mr.  Sheelian" 
upon  it.  I  read  it  through,  and  found  that  in  its 
main  features  it  was  Vkfac-HmiU  of  the  Inacription 
of  Stock  Bill,  which  the  honorable  gentleman  said 
was  the  most  impudent  proposal  eyer  made  to  a 
Parliament.  I  think  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  are  entitled  to  say  that  a  more  incomplete 
and  contradictory  Financial  Statement  has  never 
issued  from  the  Treasury  benches.  Another 
point  I  shall  refer  to  is  in  connection  with  the 
loan  question.  Now,  we  are  told  that  yery  pro- 
bably this  House  may  separate  this  week.  I 
shoiUd  like  to  ask  whether  it  is  at  all  reasonable 
that  the  6K>yemment,  which  up  to  the  present 
moment  has  not  sufficiently  made  up  its  mind 
as  to  its  financial  proposals  to  be  able  to  state 
them,  should  at  a  still  later  period  bring  down 
a  proposal  to  borrow  four  millions  for  purposes 
some  of  which,  this  side  of  the  House  will  ao  its 
utmost  to  prevent  them  getting  money  for,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  so-called  proytncial  liabilities. 
I  was  glad  indeed  to  hear  that  eyeu  amongst 
their  own  supporters  there  are  men  who  think 
more  of  the  credit  of  the  colony  than  to  assist  in 
carrying  such  a  measure  as  we  understand  tbej 
will  propose.  That  is  a  question  on  which  a 
great  deal  more  depends  than  the  fate  of  this  GK»- 
vernment.  We  haye  here  to  consider  the  credit 
of  the  colony,  and  if  that  loan  be  borrowed  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  our  credit  will  suffer  to  a  de- 
gree which  cannot  be  calculated.  I  feel  certain  we 
shall  control  them  in  this  matter,  and  shall  not 
allow  them  to  play  ducks  and  drakes  with  the 
credit  of  the  colony.  I  believe  the  main  reason 
why  we  have  not  this  Loan  Bill  before  us  is 
really  because  the  GK>remment  do  not  know  at 
present  what  to  bring  down.  I  take  it  Uiat  the 
only  finance  possible  to  them  under  their  proposals 
is  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  reyeoue  by 
loan.  Notwithstanding  what  they  said  about  the 
finance  of  the  late  Goyernment,  they  are  going  to 
fake  a  much  more  unwise  step.  They  talked 
about  ours  as  a  "  pawnbroking  finance  " :  I  would 
hke  to  know  what  theirs  is.  All  that  they  said 
about  the  late  Government  recoils  on  their  own 
heads  with  a  thousand-fold  force.  They  ax^e  not 
only  following  our  course,  but  they  are  going 
ten  tiroes  further  tluiu  we  dreamed  of  going. 
What  did  the  Premier  say  when  he  sat  in  oppo- 
sition ?  Ho  used  to  twit  us  with  a  want  of  care 
for  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  said  it 
was  our  duty  to  introduce  some  scheme  of  direct 
taxation  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  country. 
What  does  he  do  now?  He  said  then  that  in 
half-an-hour  he  could  go  into  the  Ministers'  room 
and  bring  down  what  was  wanted.  What  course 
docs  he  take  now?  The  cry  is  that  everything 
will  be  done  next  session ;  and  in  the  meanUme 
New  Zealand  is  to  have  its  ordinary  revenue 
aided  largely  by  borrowed  money.  In  voting  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Financial  Arrange- 
ments Bill,  I  do  so  becaiue  I  support  the  prin- 
ciple of  tho  generalization  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Lend  Fund ;  but  1  disagree  with  many  of  tlie 
provisions  in  the  Bill,  and  I  specially  disagree 
with  the  proposed  allocation,  of  20  per  cent,  of 
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the  Land  Fund.  To  my  mind  that  proposal  as 
made  vrill  utterly  take  from  (be  outlymg  dis- 
tricts of  the  colony  nny  assistance  whatever 
from  the  Land  Fund,  and  give  the  Land  Fund 
lo  the  rich  centres  of  population.  That  is,  in- 
deed, quite  in  accord  with  the  other  proposals  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  with  regard  to  represen- 
tation, &c.,  but  it  will  not  accoid  with  the  views 
of  the  House  anil  i  he  country. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  think  the  debate  to-night  has 
been  entirely  useless.  Jt  has  simply  been  a  re- 
iteration of  the  criticism  passed  on  the  Financial 
Statement  of  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer,  and 
nothing  new  has  been  bi-ought  out.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  statement  of  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  except  that  the  proposals  of  the  pre- 
sent GoTcrnmcnt  wotdd  leave  the  colony  in  a 
worse  state  than  if  he  had  remained  in  office.  I 
might  apply  to  his  speech  a  Shakespearian  phrase 
with  regard  to  iteration,  but  I  will  refrain  from 
doing  so.  The  whole  of  the  speech  of  tlie  honor- 
able member  for  Clire,  as  well  as  tliat  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon,  consisted  of  little 
bits  of  carping  criticism.  We  hayo  heard  the 
remark  of  the  Premier  about  preparing  a  policy 
in  half  an  hour  at  least  twenty  times  within  the 
last  few  weeks.  Tiie  honorable  member  for  the 
Taieri  says,  "Hear,  hear."  Does  he  call  that 
statesmanship?  It  is  mere  peddling,  carping 
criticism.  What  did  the  honorable  member  for 
Avon  do  to-night?  As  soon  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  finished  he  got  up  and  rushed 
at  liim  like  a  terrier,  and  nagged,  and  nagged, 
and  nagged,  and  took  up  a  little  bit  of  his  speech 
here  and  a  little  bit  there.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Avon  said  to  the  members  for  Wellington, 
•*  If  you  leave  us  men  of  the  South,  you  will  have 
Separation."  I  say  the  men  of  the  South  are 
the  members  from  Oiago,  and  not  the  members 
from  Canterbury.  The  members  from  Canter- 
bury have  never  been  the  men  of  the  South,  but 
have  always  been  hanging  on  to  the  coat-tails 
of  Cook  Strait,  and  have  never  had  a  mind  of 
their  own.  Jt  is  perfectly  ridiculous  to  hear 
them  talk  about  "  us  men  of  the  South."  Why, 
when  they  go  into  the  lobby  they  will  not  have 
one-third  of  the  Southern  representatives  with 
them.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  referred 
to  Nelson,  "  Oh,  Nelson  will  be  in  an  awful  fix 
if  she  aUies  herself  with  the  present  Ministry." 
Something  terrible  was  to  happen  to  her.  He 
did  not  say  what,  but  I  presume  he  meant 
Separation  in  this  case  also.  He  points  to  the 
North  Island  and  says,  "  Then  you  will  support 
Otago.  Otago  is  a  most  greedy  province — ^it 
is  grabbing  everything ;  and  under  this  proposed 
arrangement  Otago  is  the  province  which  will 
get  all  the  gold — the  rest  are  only  getting  tinsel." 
That  must  be  very  consoling  to  th^  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Taieri :  one  of  their  own  party  tells  them 
that  if  they  oppose  the  Qt)vernment  they  will  be 
actually  doing  an  injury  to  Otago.  I  am  glad 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  is  taking  a 
note  of  that.  This  is  what  one  of  their  own  party 
tells  them.  The  honorable  member  for  Avon 
finds  himself  in  a  very  poor  condition.  He  is 
continually   saying    to    the  House,    "Pity  the 


sorrows  of  a  poor  old  man."  1  think  the  honor- 
able members  for  Nelson  and  the  honorable  mem- 
bers for  Wellington  might  use  a  Scriptural 
phrase  and  say,  "Weep  not  for  us,  but  weep 
for  yourself  and  for  your  children."  That  is  the 
position  he  is  in.  I  do  not  think  the  members 
for  Nelson  and  Wellington  care  much  for  his 
support.  I  do  not  know  what  he  has  done  in  th6 
past  to  cause  the  men  of  Auckland  to  rush  into 
his  arms.  Then  we  have  the  honorable  member 
for  Clive.  He  was  to  approach  this  question 
like  a  stat-esman ;  and  how  did  he  approach  it  ? 
He  first  says  that  he  is  going  to  support  the  Bill. 
Well,  I  presume  he  is  going  to  support  this  Bill 
because  he  thinks  it  is  good  for  the  colony.  But 
he  says  he  wants  to  create  the  same  class  interest, 
the  same  bitterness  of  Little  Pedlingtons,  in  this 
colony,  and  to  put  district  against  district ;  and 
he  says  to  the  Canterbury  men,  "Oh,  if  I  were 
only  a  Canterbury  man  I  would  not  support  it." 
This  is  what  he  calls  statesmanship.  Another 
rea«on  why  he  is  going  to  support  this  scheme 
of  the  Ministry  is,  that  he  thinks  they  will  be 
sure  to  get  into  such  a  mess  during  the  recess. 
Sir,  is  that  statesmanship  ?  Here  are  two  honor- 
able members  of  this  House,  who  aim  at  being 
something  more  than  mere  Municipal  Council- 
lors, and,  I  presume,  who  think,  like  politicians, 
that  they  should  be  guided  by  principle ;  and 
what  is  the  principle  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Avon  asserts?  No  principle  whatever  be- 
yond trying  to  set  every  little  centre  of  popula- 
tion against  the  neighbouring  one.  What  does 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive  say  ?  Instead  of 
approaching  this  as  a  subject  aSecting  the  welfare 
of  the  colony,  he  is  going  to  support  it  because  it 
will  land  the  colony  in  a  mess.  And  he  calls  that 
patriotism  and  statesmanship!  If  these  are  the 
class  of  men  who  are  to  lead  this  Colon j  of  New 
Zealand  it  is  time  the  colony  got  rid  of  them.  I 
am  sure  the  smallest  Koad  Board  in  the  whole 
colony  would  not  submit  to  its  members  talking 
in  that  way — a  Boad  Board  member  getting  up 
and  saying  to  one  man  in  the  riding,  "If  you 
don't  vote  for  my  bridge  I  will  vote  against  your 
road.  Tou  will  be  paid  back  for  your  refusal, 
and  it  will  come  home  to  you ; "  and  another 
member  saying,  "I  will  give  a  vote  for  that 
bridge  because  I  think  it  will  bring  the  Road 
Board  into  a  mess."  This  line  of  conduct  is 
what  some  honorable  members  call  statesman- 
ship. I  read  in  an  article  in  a  recent  number  of 
the  "  Fortnightly  Review  "  a  statement  that  the 
House  of  Commons  is  becoming  like  a  Municipal 
Council.  I  think  this  House  is  going  below  the 
lerel  of  a  Road  Board  when  its  members  talk  and 
act  in  the  way  I  have  just  pointed  out.  The  next 
objection  was,  that  this  scheme  was  opposed  to 
settlement.  I  cannot  understand  that.  If  the 
lands  in  Hawke's  Bay  are  raised  from  £1  to  £2 
an  acre,  how  will  that  prevent  settlement?  I 
know  for  a  fact  that  lands  in  Hawke's  Bay,  whieU 
a  few  years  ago  were  told  at  5s.  or  10s.  an  acre, 
are  now  fetching  £3  or  £4  an  acre,  and  Fonie- 
times  perhaps  up  to  £20.  Now,  who  has  gained 
that  money  ?  Has  it  been  the  colony  ?  It  has 
been  the  speculator,  and  I  hold  that,  if  it  can  pay 
speculators  to  buy  land  at  5s.,  10s.,  and  ISs.  an 
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arre,  and  h<dd  it,  it  will  better  paj  the  eokny  to 
boU  it.  Better  that  the  colony  ihoold  not  hare 
any  land  reTeoae  at  all  until  the  land  is  required 
lor  settlement,  and  when  people  can  aiford  to  paj 
£1  or  £2  an  acre  for  it,  than  that  specnlatora 
should  buj  cheap  lands,  not  for  pnrpooes  of 
settlement,  but  in  the  hope  that  a  rise  in  the 
Talue  will  gire  a  profit  on  the  transaction.  I 
think  that  the  State  should  get  that  profit.  I 
will  now  refer  to  the  Inscription  of  Stod  BilL 
The  honorable  member  has  entirelj  trarestied  the 
words  of  the  Premier.  What  the  Premier  said 
was,  that  he  did  not  suppose  that  the  Inscription 
of  Slock  B«ll  would  pay  off  the  debt  That  was 
alL  The  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  passed  this 
.  House  last  session,  and  there  was  no  opposition 
railed  to  it.  It  is  not  some  grand  new  scheme 
that  has  nerer  been  raised  bdFore.  It  is  an  oki 
Bill  that  was  thrown  out  of  the  Upper  House 
last  year.  If  we  cannot  pay  off  our  debt,  what  is 
the  use  of  tajing  that  there  is  going  to  be  a  great 
gain?  The  thing  is  absurd.  This  question  has 
not  been  approached  as  a  political  question  should 
be.  It  has  been  approached  mereW  in  a  spirit  of 
carpins  criticism  on  the  one  hand;  and  on  the 
other  band,  instead  of  striring  for  national  life 
and  for  the  unity  of  the  ciSony,  discord  has 
been  fomented,  and  districts  hare  been  set  up 
against  districts.  That  is  not  the  way  to  promote 
the  unity  of  the  colony.  The  honorable  member 
for  Avon  and  the  honorable  member  for  Clire 
both  seem  to  ignore  Otago.  I>o  they  know  the 
popoUtbn  of  Otago  P  I>o  they  know  what  that 
population  must  ultimately  become  as  toon  as 
nree  settlement  takes  place  in  the  interior,  and  it 
can  be  opened  up  by  roads  and  railways  ?  I  say 
that  Otaffo  will  ha?e  half  the  population — I  b*> 
lieTe,  in  tact,  it  now  has — of  the  Middle  Island ; 
and  I  beliere  that  within  a  few  years,  unless  the 
Natire  difficulty  is  soon  got  rid  of,  Otago  will 
have  a  population  as  large  as  that  of  the  North 
Island  altogether.  And  is  Otago  to  be  entirely 
ignored  P  The  honorable  member  for  Clire  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  speak  as  though 
Otago  is  to  hare  no  roice  in  the  afiairs  of  this 
colony  whateyer.  I  say  that  Otago  deserres  as 
much  consideration  as  the  ProTince  of  Hawke's 
Bay  or  the  Prorince  of  Canterbury,  and  it  will 
be  a  ?ery  bad  thing  for  the  colony  if  Otago  is 
igDored  by  this  Assembly.  I  consider  that  the 
amount  of  rerenue  that  Otago  has  giren  all  along 
to  the  Ooremment  has  been  Tery  great,  and  I  say 
that  the  Otago  members  hare  nerer  lobbied,  as 
sometimes  members  from  other  districts  hare 
lobbied,  for  the  adrantage  of  particular  dasaes 
of  the  community.  If  the  members  from  Otago 
had  been  fired  with  the  same  enthusiasm  to 
preserre  their  pastoral  tenures  as  some  members 
from  Canterbury  haye  been  this  session,  I  pre- 
sume the  Southland  and  Otago  leases  would  now 
be  in  the  same  position  as  those  of  Canter- 
bury ;  but  they  hare  striyen  to  look  at  the  matter 
from  a  settlement  point  of  yiew  and  from  a  colo- 
nial point  of  yiew.  And  I  say  that  in  yarious 
things  that  hare  happened  in  this  colony  Ot«go 
has  all  through  set  an  example  to  the  country, 
and  has  not  shown  such  a  selfish  spirit  as  has  been 
shown  by  some  other  parts,  the  members  from 
Mr.  Siout 


whidi  think  of  liothing  dse  but  pastoral  intareata. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  night  has  been  nseleaaly 
spent.  There  has  been  nothing  new  added  to  tho 
oiseussion ;  no  new  disoorery  has  been  made  in 
the  critidsms  of  the  financial  proposals ;  and  I 
cannot  understand  why  the  whide  day  Itts  beca 
spent.  It  seems  to  me  an  obstraetion  of  pnblao 
business.  As  to  the  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  ia 
my  opinion  it  is  a  necessary  corollary  ol  the 
other,  and  I,  for  one,  think,  if  it  is  not  psased, 
that  the  Financial  Arrangemoits  Bill  ought  to  be 
dropped,  and  those  who  want  the  Finaorial  Ar- 
rangements Bill  to  be  carried  should  yote  for  the 
other  also. 

Mr.  BEID. — If  we  want  an  example  of  carp- 
ing criticism  we  haye  it  in  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  gentleman.  What  haye  we  had  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  the  discussion  ?  A 
long  string  of  t^  most  petty,  carping  criticisms  of 
the  speeches  of  other  members  who  are  as  muoh 
entitled  to  discuss  the  question  as  the  honorafale 
member.  I  do  not  know  how  the  honorable 
member  can  tell  whether  the  speeches  were  to  t^ 
point  or  not,  seeing  that  he  was  in  the  lobbsas 
most  of  the  time. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
was  present  when  both  the  hoooimble  member  for 
Avon  and  the  honorable  member  for  Cliye  were 
speaking.  The  honorable  member  himaeif  was 
not  in  ue  House,  I  think. 

Mr.  BEID.— I  think  it  is  not  at  all  compli- 
mentary to  the  members  of  his  own  aide  of  the 
House  who  have  been  addressing  us  tbis  eyening, 
and  especially  to  the  Premier,  to  say  that  we  hftre 
had  no  new  light  thrown  upon  the  question  dur- 
ing the  discussion.  I  think  we  haye  had  a  Uaae 
of  light,  and  in  this  respect  I  should  like  to  com- 
pliment the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  and 
congratulate  him  on  the  ftuA  that  he  now  finds 
that  he  can  be  safe  in  denouncing  the  policy  of 
the  Qoyemment  which  he  supports — thai  he 
finds  tliem  in  the  position  that  he  can  safiely 
record  his  yote  against  them  and  at  the  ss^me 
time  secure  that  they  shall  not  thereby  be  dis- 
turbed. That  is  a  yery  gratifying  position  to  be 
in.  It  enables  the  honomUe  member  to  save  bis 
conscience,  and  at  the  same  time  to  show  his  eon- 
stituents  that  he  is  acting  in  their  interesU  in 
defending  their  land  revenue,  whilst  the  Qoyem- 
ment neyertheless  remain  secure.  I  am  sure 
it  must  be  a  matter  of  much  satisfaction  to  the 
honorable  member  to  find  himself  in  that  com- 
fortable position.  He  has  giyen  us  a  repetition 
of  the  reasons  why  he  yoted  against  the  late 
Goyemment.  Now,  there  is  a  yery  diort  reeaon 
why  he  opposed  the  late  Qoyemment.  He  gave 
us  some  reasons  to-night  which  he  did  not  giye 
on  preyious  occasions.  One  reason  why  he  yoted 
against  th^  late  Qoyemment  was,  that  he  wished 
to  see  them  remored  from  those  benches;  and  I 
think,  after  assisting  to  get  the  late  Qoyem- 
ment out,  he  is  not  quite  satisfied  yet  with  tlie 
change.  In  fact,  he  told  us  so  in  so  manj 
words  thii  evening ;  and  next  session,  I  haye  no 
doubt,  he  will  be  prepared  to  yote  against  the 
GK>veroment,  and  perhaps  the  result  will  be 
more  satis^torr.  But,  if  one  of  his  reasons  for 
yoting  against  tne  late  Qoyemment  was  that  hf 
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their  proposals  thej  took  too  much  from  Canter- 
bury, I  ask  him,  how  does  he  better  that  bj 
TOting  for  the  Government  who  are  now  on  the 
Ministerial  benches  ?    True,  be  tells  us  he  is  not 

going  to  Tote  for  this  Bill,  but  at  the  same  time 
e  is  prepared  to  maintain  the  Goremment  in 
office  i  and  if  it  were  a  reason  to  Tote  againat  the 
late  GoTemment — not  on  one  occasion  but  on 
eVery  occasion — that  they  were  taking  loo  much 
from  the  land  rcTenue  of  Canterbury,  surely  it 
is  as  good  a  reason  to  Tote  against  the  present 
Goremment  when  they  take  not  only  a  portion 
but  the  whole  of  the  land  rcTenue.  A  remark 
was  made,  by  either  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  or  the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  that 
these  proposals  rob  Canterbury  and  are  unjust 
to  that  province.  I  contend  that  these  proposals 
are  more  unjust  to  Otago  than  to  any  other  part 
of  New  Zealand.  That  is  the  district  where  the 
land  revenue  of  the  future  will  come  from,  and 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  before  two  years 
are  over,  instead  of  taking  from  the  Province 
of  Otago  the  sum  which  is  now  taken  by  these 
proposals,  double  the  amount  will  be  drawn  from 
that  province ;  while,  in  regard  to  the  Province 
of  Canterbury,  its  proportion  will  be  diminished 
year  by  year.  The  amount  to  be  contributed  to 
the  land  revenue  by  Canterbury  will  diminish 
year  by  year,  and  the  amount  to  be  contributed 
from  the  Provincial  Di&trict  of  Otago  will  be  in- 
creasing for  many  years  to  come.  I  must  say 
that  the  Premier  in  his  speech  in  bringing  for- 
ward these  proposals  was  exceedingly  contradic- 
tory and  inconsistent.  He  told  us  he  would  have 
liked  to  have  gone  to  the  electors^ with  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  then,  he  said,  that  would  have  caused 
a  further  delay,  and  much  of  the  benefit  would 
have  been  lost.  Much  of  what  benefit  ? — because 
he  immediately  followed  the  remark  by  telling  us 
that  the  Land  Fund  is  practically  gone,  and  that, 
on  the  whole,  there  would  be  a  deficit — he  told 
us  that,  although  the  whole  of  the  land  revenue 
was  taken  into  account,  there  would  still  be  a 
deficit.  I  cannot  understand  such  reasoning  as 
that.  If  it  is  that  the  whole  of  the  revenue  is 
really  absorbed,  if  it  is  that  there  is  no  surplus, 
then  the  whole  of  his  statement  is  a  delusion.  But 
what  is  the  meaning  of  members  from  the  North 
getting  up  and  addressing  the  House,  and  telling 
us  that  they  have  been  striving  for  this  for  years  ; 
that  it  has  not  come  a  moment  too  soon ;  that 
we  are  doing  tardy  justice  to  them  at  last ;  and 
that  the  whole  of  the  colony  is  to  benefit  greatly? 
What,  I  ask,  is  the  meaning  of  this,  if  the  land 
revenue  is  a  myth  ?  I  must  say  that  such  rea- 
soning does  not  convince  me.  I  think  it  will  be 
a  great  loss  to  Canterbury  and  to  Otaeo.  When 
an  honorable  gentleman  commences  his  speech 
by  tellinff  us  that  there  is  practically  no  land 
revenue  left,  and  then  winds  up  by  telling  us 
that  hereafter  the  names  of  the  members  of 
this  Assembly  who  give  up  this  land  in  the 
pjiblic  interest  will  be  held  in  public  esteem,  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  great  inconsistency 
in  his  remarks,  and  I  think  it  would  be  much 
better, .when  he  approaches  a  matter  so  im- 
portant as  this,  that  he  should  do  so  in  a 
more  straightforward  and  candid  manner.    We 
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of  the  South  know  that  it  means  that  we  shall 
be  treated  with  the  greatest  injustice — that  our 
Laud  Fund  is  to  be  taken  away,  and  to  be  taken 
away  in  a  manner  that  shows  us  the  injustice  of 
it.     Much  bos  been  said  of  the  late  Treasurer, 
who,  we  are  told,  proposed  to  take  away  the 
Land  Fund  from  these  provinces  surreptitiously. 
How  is  it  that  his  proposition  is  called  surrepti- 
tious, and  this  proposition  straightforward  ?    In 
what  way  the  proposals  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  are  more  surreptitious  than  those 
in   the  statement  before   us  I  cannot  conceive. 
The  one  proposed  to  take  a  fixed  sum  in  propor- 
tion to  the  expenditure  on  public  works  in  the 
district  fVom  which  the  money  was  to  be  taken : 
the  other   proposes  to  take  tbe  whole  lot.     In 
what  way  do  they  differ,  except  that  the  proposal 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  was  the 
more  moderate  and  reasonable?     I  have  heard 
honorable  gentlemen  say  that  the  late  GT>vern- 
ment  did  not  propose  to  do  this  according  to 
law.    Why,  Sir,  my  late  colleague  submitted  his 
proposals  to  the  House,  and  would  have  asked  for 
authority  to  carry  them  out.    Nothing  could  be 
taken  without  the  authority  of  tbe  law,  and  it 
is  quite  unworthy  of  honorable  gentlemen  to  eet 
up  and  say  that  we  proposed  to  do  something 
which  was  contrary  to  law.    The  one  proposition 
was  brought  before  the  House  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  and  so  is  the  other.     It  had  to  be 
done  according  to  law  in  either  case.    This  I 
will  say,  further:  that  the  proposal  of  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  quite  justified  under  all 
the  circumstances.    Looking  at  the  fact  that  the 
Land  Fund  was  relieved  of  the  charge  of  educa- 
tion, and  that  that  burden  was  pla'c^  upon  the 
consolidated  revenue,  looking  at  the   fact  that 
the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  was  proposed  to  be 
passed  into  law,  by  which  it  was  hoped  that 
our  loans  would  be  transferred  and  that  a  large 
amount  of  interest  and  sinking  fund  would  be 
saved,  which  would  have  relieved  our  burdens 
in  future  years,  I  say  that  our  proposals  were 
sound,  and  were  much  fairer  than  the  proposals 
which  are  now  brought  before  the  House.    I  am 
quite  prepared  to  defend  the  proposal  which  the 
Government  of  which  I  was  a  member  brought 
down,  when  I  have  to  deal  with  that  question. 
The  honorable  member  for  Mataura  expressed 
himself  as  being  rather  dissatisfied  with  the  terms 
of  this  proposal.    He  thought  it  would  be  a  very 
good  one  if  Southland  were   excluded   from   its 
operation.     I  agree  with  him ;  but  I  go  a  little 
further.     I  think  that  if  Canterbury  and  Otago 
were  excluded  the  proposal  would  work  much 
more  satisfactorily  :  at  any  rate,  I  would  give  it 
my  hearty  concurrence.     It  is  a  large  question 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  deal  with,  and  we  had 
better  treat  it  tentatively.    If  we  go  too  far  at 
once  it  may  create  confusion.    I  therefore  re- 
commend that  the    three    districts   I   refer  to 
should  be  excluded,  and  let  us  try  the  experi- 
ment on  the  other  provinces  in  the  colony.     If 
the  representatives  of  these  districts  are  highly 
satisfied  with  it  when  next  we  meet,  I  promise 
the  honorable   gentlemen  that  I   will   consider 
whether  we  should  not  extend  the  scheme  to 
the  whole  colony.    Sir,  we  are  told  that  this 
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proposal  is  to  give  us  flimlitj  in  our  finance. 
1  Bee  Terr  little  prospect  of  finalitj  in  the 
proposals  before  us.  I  doubt  rery  much  if  we 
sbnll  eyer  see  finality  in  matters  of  finance.  It 
will  just  be  altered  and  changed  from  time  to 
time  as  tlio  bulk  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  in  this  House  feel  to  be  in  the  interest 
of  their  constituents.  There  is  little  chanco  of 
baring  finality  in  regard  to  the  ordinary  financial 
busine^  of  the  colony,  arid  to  mj  mind  it  is 
simply  idle  talk  to  speak  in  that  direction.  No 
one  can  promise  finality  in  these  mattersi  an3  I 
am  not  sure  that  it  is  a  desirable  state  of  things 
to  hare  finality  in  finance,  because  it  means  that 
we  shall  have  got  into  a  state  of  inactivity  and 
become  stationary.  To  arrive  at  such  a  stage  as 
that  in  a  young  country  would  not,  to  my  idea, 
portend  any  great  success  in  the  future.  I  have 
no  wish  to  see  finality  in  our  finance,  especially 
if  it  is  to  be  brought  about  by  such  proposals  as 
these.  I  object  very  much  to  this  change,  as  a 
violation  of  all  the  principles  which  hare  guided 
us  in  dealing  with  the  financial  affairs  of  this 
country  in  the  past,  a  violation  of  a  principle  in 
itself  beneficial  —  namely,  that  of  giving  to  the 
land  districts  the  revenue  which  accrues  within 
them,  and  using  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  interests 
of  those  who  acquire  land  in  the  district*.  It 
has  been  raid  that  it  would  be  fairer  to  take  this 
revenue  from  those  districts  where  the  land  is 
sold  at  a  high  price,  in  order  to  distribute  il 
amongst  others ;  but  I  would  ask  this :  Why  do 
the  people  give  high  prices  for  the  land?  Simply 
with  the  object  that  they  may  have  the  money 
returned  to  the  district  in  the  shape  of  improve- 
ments upon  the  land.  I  cannot  conceive  upon 
what  ground  v\xc\i  an  argument  can  be^  brought 
forwanl.  I  believe  the  ract  will  be  that  you  will 
put  a  stop  to  and  retard  settlement,  because  the 
effect  of  raising  the  price  of  land,  I  contend,  will 
be  injurious.  It  has  been  argued  here  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  who  spoke 
last  that  it  is  not  to  the  benefit  of  the  State  to 
dispose  of  ita  lands  at  low  rates,  but -to  get  those 
high  orices  which  are  secured  by  speculators  who 
come  between  the  State  and  the  second  purchaser. 
I  ask,  what  efibct  will  that  have  ? — because  I  bold 
this  view:  that  the  best  thing  the  State  can  do 
is  to  sell  its  land  at  a  low  price,  that  is  if  it 
wants  to  encourage  settlement  of  a  desirable  class. 
It  ii  one  of  the  first  questions  asked  in  the  Home 
country  by  well-to  do  intending  settlers,  "What 
is  the  price  of  the  land  ? ''  They  will  not  come 
to  us  it  we  charge  them  a  high  price,  but  if  we  let 
them  have  land  on  deferred  payments  at  prices 
ranging  from  20s.  to  SOs.  per  acre  they  will  come 
to  us  immediately.  Other  countries  are  offering 
them  land  at  from  5s.  to  7s.  6d.  per  acre,  or  even 
lees,  and  sometimes  they  offer  them  other  bene- 
fits as  well,  in  the  shape  of  assistance  in  passages. 
If  this  is  the  case,  surely  it  is  not  prudent  on  our 
part  to  fix  our  lands  at  a  high  price.  It  drives 
away  those  who  have  a  little  capital,  and  I  think 
that  is  a  great  mistake,  and  therefore  I  must  op- 
pose this  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill  at  every  stage. 
If  it  must  be  that  we  are  to  pass  this  Financial 
Arrangements  Bill,  and  appearances  seem  to  in- 
dicate that  we  are,  whereoy  the  land  revenue 


is  to  become  colonialized,  let  oa  hope  tbafc  tbe 
Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill,  which  fixes  the  land  at 
so  high  a  price,  will  not  be  passed.  If  we  do 
pass  it  we  shall  be  doing  a  great  injury  to  lbs 
t»ettlement  of  the  country.  £ven  in  respect 
of  the  people  in  the  country  I  do  not  think 
it  is  beneficial  to  the  colony  to  secure  a  hig^ 
price  lor  the  land.  I  know  the  people  of  Can- 
terbury are  enamoured  of  their  system,  but  my 
experience  has  taught  me  that  it  is  much  better 
to  get  men  to  take  up  land  and  occupy  it  profit- 
ably, even  though  they  pay  a  very  low  price-— that 
it  is  much  better  to  let  them  have  the  sraatei* 
amount  of  capital  left  to  them  to  devdfop  the 
land.  It  is  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
attempt  to  wring  all  it  can  out  of  intending  set* 
tiers.  They  can  spend  their  capital  with  mitth 
more  wisdom  than  the  State  can.  I  think  it  is 
to  our  interest  to  dispose  of  our  land  at  the 
lowest  price — to  insist  on  bond  fide  settlement, 
and  on  a  certain  amount  of  improvements  witliin 
a  given  time.  In  the  early  days  we  had  excellent 
land  laws  in  this  respect  in  Otago,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, there  were  few  persons  in  the  province 
at  that  time,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  th»r 
own  interests  they  got  those  restrictions  removed. 
Our  colonial  land  laws  have  been  weak  in  that 
respect.  Let  us  get  the  laud  taken  up  and  im- 
provements made.  That  will  be  much  better 
llian  getting  higher  prices  for  the  land,  which 
will  only  have  the  effect  of  repelling  settlement. 
The  purchasers  of  our  land  bear  the  burdens  ol 
the  country,  and  it  is  these  people  whom  we 
should  endeavour  to  fix  upon  our  lands,  and  en- 
courage to  create  homesteads  and  to  become  the 
prosperous  employers  of  labour.  Whatever  may 
be  done  regarding  the  Land  Fund,  I  hope  th« 
price  of  our  lands  will  not  be  fixed  at  so  high 
a  rate  as  is  provided  in  this  Lands  Sale  BUL 
There  is  one  point  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer, 
and  that  is  the  revenue  that  has  accrued  durinc 
the  last  five  months  aa  bearing  on  the  estimate  c3 
land  revenue  made  for  the  year.  Some  reference 
was  made  to  Otago  in  this  matter,  and  I  find,  by 
the  return  laid  on  the  table,  that  Ota^  baa 
already  contributed  more  than  half  of  what  it 
was  estimated  to  yield  for  the  vear.  ^  I  am  swan 
that  the  pastoral  assessment  is  included  in  this 
amount,  but,  even  exclusive  of  that,  the  excess  is 
considerable.  I  know  that  the  land  lerenne  in 
tliat  district  will  even  exceed  the  estimate  we 
formed  for  the  year,  and  I  may  say  that  that  is 
not  a  fair  criterion  of  the  revenue  that  will  be 
derived  from  the  district  in  the  future,  because, 
during  the  last  two  years,  owing  to  the  system 
under  which  we  have  to  pay  compensation,  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  leases  are  atK)ut  to  expire, 
there  was  a  great  disinclination  to  cancel  leases, 
seeing  that  the  compensation  was  so  heavy. 
There  will  be  plenty  of  land  open  there  in  the 
future ;  and  under  the  Bill  whicn  we  have  already 
passed,  and  which  gives  such  large  powers  to  the 
Governor  in  Council  and  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Board  in  dealing  with  the  land,  the  land  revenue 
in  Otago  will  be  very  considerable  some  eighteen 
months  or  two  years  hence.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  it  is  a  great  injustice  tliat  these  proposals 
should  be  carried  into  effect  in  that  distnot ;  and 
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when  I  know  that  it  is  being  carried  into  effect 
bj  representatives  from  that  part  of  the  country 
mainlj  to  carrj  out  some  party  action,  I  oannot 
but  regret  that  it  should  be  so.  I  know  thut 
many  of  the  representatires  from  that  district 
haTo  ezpreraed  themseWes  as  rery  much  opposed 
to  such  a  proposal,  and  I  am  forced  to  tne  con- 
dusion  that  their  adhesion  to  the  proposal  now 
is  solely  for  party  purposes,  because  1  am  sure 
tbey  do  not  beliere  in  the  principle  to  which 
tbey  are  giving  effect.  I  regret  that  this  should 
be  brought  about  by  the  representatives  of  that 
part  of  the  country.  The  speech  of  t  he  houorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout),  in  which 
he  told  us  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  Middle 
Island  members  would  go  into  the  lobby  against 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  on  this  division, 
was  not  at  all  gratifying  to  me,  bearing  in  mind, 
as  I  do,  the  very  strong  feeling  that  has  been 
expressed  by  the  people  of  the  district  as  to  the 
great  injustice  it  will  be  to  them  to  seixe  their 
mnd  revenue  and  make  it  ooloniaL  As  to  the 
proposal  to  return  20  per  cent,  of  the  land 
revenue  to  the  district,  it  simply  means  nothing. 
Owing  to  the  fact  of  20  per  cent,  being  returned 
in  those  districts  where  the  whole  of  the  Land 
Fund  is  absorbed  in  paying  their  charges,  tliose 
districts  will  have  to  get  20  per  cent,  additional 
to  what  they  are  already  in  receipt  of,  and 
that  means  that  it  will  haye  to  be  taken  from 
the  wealthier  districts  in  order  to  make  up  the 
deficiency.  It  would  be  better  to  make  it  all 
colonial  at  onoe.  Tlie  only  difference  in  the 
proposal  is  one  that  I  approve  of,  inasmuch 
ma  it  prevents  a  certain  portion  of  the  land  reve> 
nue  irom  being  brought  to  this  House  to  be 
Toted.  Anything  which  will  prevent  the  sums 
that  are  to  be  given  to  the  districts  for  open- 
ing up  roads  being  brought  here  to  be  scrambled 
for  1  will  support.  I  hope  that  out  of  all 
tbefe  proposals  some  scheme  will  be  devised  by 
whioh  all  these  small  matters  may  be  kept  out  of 
this  House.  If  not,  the  result  will  be  that  every 
one  who  wishes  to  gratify  his  constituents  will 
get  sums  of  money  placed  on  the  Estimates  for  a 
road  here  and  a  bridge  there,  and  some  other 
•mall  work  elsewhere.  Then  we  sliall  most  un- 
doubtedly liave  party  action,  and  the  result  will 
be  that  members  will  go  with  a  party,  not  becaiue 
they  beheve  in  their  views,  but  in  order  to  get 
■ome  small  work  carried  out,  and  thereby  ingra- 
tiate themselves  with  their  constituents.  Sudi  a 
•tate  of  affairs  will  not  be  beneficial  to  the  colony 
or  to  the  conduct  of  its  public  affairs.  I  shall  vote 
for  the  motion  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months ;  and  with  regard  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill  I  shall  take  the  same 
action  on  every  possible  occasion. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  *now,'  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out,  do  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion;" upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  restdt : — 

Ayes         45 

Noes         12 


Majority  for 


88 


Atbs. 


Major  Atkinson, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Bal lance, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Rees, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Ds  Lautour, 

Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Oibbs, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Sir  a.  Grey, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Hielop, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hurst  house, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Kelly. 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

BIr.  Kennedy, 

TeUert, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Tole. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Lumsden, 

Mr.  Teschemaker. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

TelUrt, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Wason. 

PA] 
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For, 

Againtt, 

Mr.  Bastings, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Sir  B.  Doughis, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  Travers, 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Fitxroy, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Dr.  Wallis, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  R.  a.  Wood. 

Mr.  Cox. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         41 

Noes         13 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baisent, 
Mr.  BalTance, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fislier, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
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ATB8. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  TakamoMM^ 
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Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hnlop, 
Mr.  Hiirfthouse, 
Mr.  Jolir^ston,  ' 
Mr.  Kelly, 
-  Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macnndrew, 
Mr.  Mandert, 
Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 

For, 
Mr.  Bastings, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Sir  R.  Douclas, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  I4imach, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Dr.  Wallii, 
Mr.  B.  a.  Wood. 
The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-fire  minutes 
o  two  o'clock  a.m. 


Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellert, 
Mr.  Beethnm, 
Mr.  De  Lftutour. 

NOBB. 

'  Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Rolleston. 

PlIBS. 

Against. 
,  Captain  Kenny, 
I  Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Burns, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynsley, 

Mr.  Travers, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Fitzroy, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Cox. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tu9sday,  4M  December,  1877. 


Third   Reftdiof— Defence*   of  the   Colonj— Maori   Beel 
ill— Ooremmeat  Natire  Land  PurohMcs  Bill 


Bttate  Bilf 
—Land  BUI. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Natire  Land  Bill  No.  2. 

DEFENCES  OP  THE   COLONY. 
A  message  was  receiyed  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor.      [*^ee  proceedings  in  House  of 
Representati?es,  8rd  December.] 

MAORI  REAL  ESTATE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moTing  the 
•eoond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  brought  in 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  it  possible  to  dose 
■ome  of  the  Crown  purchases  from  the  Maoris. 
Some  of  these  purchases  had  been  hanging  over 
for  a  considerable  time,  and,  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  some  Maoris,  minors  had  inherited 
claims,  and  until  the  Native  Land  Court  oould 
appoint  a  trustee,  which  process  required  the 
intervention  of  the  Court  and  a  very  great  deal  | 
of  circumlocution,  it  was  impossible  to  deal  with 
their  shares  ;  and  as  under  the  Act  of  1878  every 
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individual  member  of  a  tribe,  however  trifling  hn 
share  or  interest  in  the  joint  property,  was  bound 
to  be  consulted,  and  ai  it  was  almost  certain 
that,  if  any  length  of  time  elapsed  betwe«ii  get- 
ting the  first  signature  and  the  last,  tome  Maori 
would  die  before  all  the  signatures  were  obtained, 
a  new  set  of  Courts  must  be  held  in  order  to^ 
appoint  a  new  set  oi  trustees  for  the  inheritmg 
minors.  It  was  desirable  that  purchasing  by  Qo- 
vernment  should  be  brought  to  a  close.  Honor- 
able  members  were  quite  aware  that  vaet  soms 
of  money  mutt  be  wasted  under  any  circum- 
stances and  however  this  matter  was  settled,  bok 
it  was  not  necessary  to  keep  up  an  expenstve  and 
not  very  satisfactory  department  merely  to  wait 
until  the  Land  Court  sat  to  appoint  trosteeju  It 
was  thought  that  the  Government  on  its  own 
responsibility  wotdd  be  the  fairest  authority  to  act 
in  these  cases.  The  Act  of  1867  allowed  another 
mode  of  appointment  of  trustees  which  was  mors 
practicable,  and  the  Government  felt  sure  it  was 
all  that  was  now  required  to  enable  them  to  wind 
up  such  of  the  Crown  purchases  as  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  abandon.  A  very  considerable 
number  of  them  must  be  abandoned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  considered  that  a 
great  injustice  was  about  to  be  perpetrated  under 
this  Bill.  It  would  enable  designing  men,  no 
matter  what  their  position  might  be,  to  disinherit 
the  Maoris  of  their  property  and  to  part  with  it 
to  individuals,  who  might  do  what  tb^ 'pleased 
with  it.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Council  in  siidi 
a  case  as  this  to  step  in  and  see  that  such  aets 
should  not  be  perpetrated.  The  2nd  clause  en- 
acted that  the  trustees  of  infant  Maoris  should 
have  power  to  sell  real  estate,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  part  with  the  fee-simple  ;  and  a  further  pm>- 
rision  provided  that  they  might  diride  the  real 
estate  and  sell  it  in  parcels;  and  it  iras  also 
enacted  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  might  be 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  other  landa.  What 
possible  oblect  oould  there  be  in  selling  land  in 
the  possession  of  Maoris  and  investing  the  pro- 
ceeds in  other  lands?  Was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  a  trustee  could  make  a  good  transaction  for 
the  Maoris  by  selling  and  re-purohasing  P  No 
doubt  the  land,  in  the  first  plaoe,  would  be  sold 
at  the  minimum  rate,  and  the  probability  was 
that  land  of  inferior  quality  would  be  obtained 
vrith  the  proceeds,  and  at  a  higher  price.  The 
saving  clauses  of  the  Bill  were,  that  this  could 
not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  a  Judge  oi 
the  Native  Land  Court.  He  had  not  had  time 
to  study  the  Bill,  but  on  the  first  blush  it  ap> 
]>eftred  that  under  it  a  great  injustice  was  about 
(o  be  perpetrated  on  the  Maori  race,  and  he 
hoped  the  Council  would  step  in  and  say  that 
it  would  not  be  a  party  to  it.  He  could  under- 
stand cases  in  which  large  land  transactions  were 
now  in  abeyance  in  consequence  of  a  num- 
ber of  infants  being  interested  —  he  believed 
that  in  one  case  there  were  one  hundred  minon 
interested.  Would  it  be  right  that  these  should 
be  disinherited,  their  property  sold,  and  the 
monev  perhaps  squandered,  and  all  through  the 
liegiflature  dvine  effect  to  such  a  Bill  as  this? 
He  hoped  that  those  honorable  gentlemen  who 
were  more  conversant  with  Maori  niattars  than 
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he  WM  would  come  forward  and  disooss  thiB  Bill. 
He  moTed,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  lecond  time 
that  day  three  montht. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  would  have 
risen  to  propose  the  same  motion  ai  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes  had  now  made,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  rery  great  discouragement  he  had  received 
during  tlie  last  few  days  from  the  Hon.  the  dAo' 
nial  Seoretaiyi  in  the  endeavours  he  had  made 
to  induce  the  Council  to  allow  ftdr  time  for  the 
consideration  of  measures  of  this  kind,  even  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session.  He  regretted  to 
saj  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  great  disinclination 
on  the  paA  of  honorable  genuemen  to  do  more 
than  press  the  Land  Bill  through  and  get  away 
home.  In  the  last  days  of  the  session  a  measure 
was  brought  in  reversing  the  whole  policy  of  a 
most  carenilly-considered  law,  and  placing  Maori 
in&nts  who  held  real  estate  in  a  condition  very 
different  from  that  in  which  they  were  placed  by 
the  Act  of  1867.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Council  by  entering  into  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  Legislature,  under  the  guidance  of 
Mr.  James  Richmond,  than  whom  no  better  man 
ever  waa  connected  with  Native  affairs,  to  pass 
the  Act  of  1867.  But  any  one  who  took  the 
trouble  to  read  that  Act,  and  to  study  the  careful 
manner  in  which  provision  was  then  made  for 
the  guardianship  of  estates  beloneing  to  Maori 
infants,  would  Imow  that  a  Bill  like  this  would 
■weep  away  the  safeguards  which  pervaded  the 
Aet  of  1867.  For  his  part  he  contented  himself 
irith  entering  his  protest  against  it.  He  could 
not  assent  to  any  Act  giving  to  trustees  the  power 
to  sell  the  estate. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  aBACE  shared  kr^eW  in  the 
appreciation  expressed  by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Belt  of  the  Act  of  1867,  but  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  forget  the  history  of  the  legislation 
which  cbaractemed  their  efforts  since  that  time. 
The  only  Act  of  real  value  was  the  Act  of  1867 ; 
but  they  had  not  to  deal  with  abstract  or  hypo- 
thetical positions— they  had  to  deal  with  actual 
present  difficulties ;  and  for  his  part  he  would 
agree  altogether  with  the  remarks  that  had  fallen 
from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  and  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell  were  it  not  that  it  appeared  to  him 
dear  that  operations  under  this  Bill  were  to  be 
restricted  to  transactions  with  Her  Majesty  or 
Her  Majesty's  representatives.  That  was  the 
first  point.  The  second  was,  that  he  understood 
it  was  a  distinct  portion  of  the  policy  of  the 
colony  at  present  to  cease  all  further  transactions 
in  the  direction  of  the  purchase  of  Native  lands : 
that  was  to  say,  they  were  not  about  to  proceed 
any  further  in  the  direction  of  purchasing  Na- 
tive lands  on  behalf  of  the  colony.  Therefore  he 
looked  upon  this  measure  as  merely  a  measure  to 
enable  the  State  to  complete  inchoate  transac- 
tions, and  in  that  light  he  would  not  oppose  the 
measure  at  the  present  time.  If  it  possessed  any 
gieater  application  to  the  business  of  the  countiy, 
or  relevancy  to  transactions  that  had  not  been 
commenced,  then  the  measure  was  not  what  he 
took  it  to  be ;  but  he  proceeded  on  the  hypo- 
thesis that  this  was  merely  a  measure  to  enable 
the  State  to  complete  its  title  to  certain  lands 
upon  whioh  the  price  had  already  been  paid.    It 


was  an  unfortunate  thine  that  the  purchases 
which  had  been  made  or  which  were  said  to  have 
been  made  from  the  Natives  on  the  part  of  the 
colony  had  been  largely  unsatisfactory,  probably 
to  both  races.  But  this  had  really  been  owing  in 
many  instances  to  the  nature  of  the  agents  whom 
the  Crown  had  been  obliged  to  employ  for  the 
purpose  of \hose  negotiations.  The  position  was 
this :  In  many  cases  the  Crown  wouloL  have  abso- 
lutely to  give  up  its  claims  to  uncompleted  pur- 
chases, and  sacrifice  the  money  advanced.  In 
other  cases  the  Crown's  interest  so  decidedly 
predominated  that  it  became  a  question  of  policy, 
in  the  interests  of  all,  to  enable  the  Crown  to  com- 
plete its  title.  He  understood  this  Act  merely 
purported  to  give  power  to  trustees  to  complete 
titles  to  property — as,  for  example,  in  those  in- 
stances in  which  a  certain  interest  in  the  pro- 
perty had  been  parted  with  by  the  very  heirs 
concerned.  That  was  to  say,  a  deed  of  convejr- 
ance  was  in  process  of  completion,  to  a  certain 
extent  the  parties  who  were  concerned  in  that 
deed  had  committed  themselves  to  it,  but  be- 
fore the  completion  of  that  deed  death  had  in- 
tervened^ and  it  had  been  impossible  for  the 
adults  to  perfect  the  act.  Now,  in  many  of 
these  cases  it  was  merely  sought  that  the  trustees 
for  the  heirs  should  be  in  a  position  to  complete 
the  deed  and  receive  an  equivalent.  Suppos- 
ing no  such  power  were  given  to  the  Crown,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  tl^  Crown  to  perfect  the 
title  in  the  ordinary  way ;  and  then  the  Native 
heirs  came  to  have  an  indefinite  claim  to  a  very 
indefinite  estate,  the  market  value  of  whioh  be- 
came very  small  indeed,  because  the  absolute  fact 
of  the  Crown  having  dealt  in  the  land  precluded 
other  purchasers  from  intervening.  If  that  were 
so,  he  thought  they  were  justified  in  viewing  the 
measure  in  a  new  light,  because  it  appeared  to 
him  that  it  was  to  a  certain  extent  an  advantage 
to  both  parties  to  have  such  legislation  —  the 
Crown  perfected  the  title,  and  the  heir  received 
at  any  rate  an  equivalent  of  some  kind ;  because 
it  was  clear  to  him  that,  if  the  interest  of  the 
Crown  absolutely  did  predominate  in  those 
estates,  the  interest  of  the  heir,  being  verv  inde- 
finite, was  bound  to  give  way.  He  looked  upon 
the  measure  simply  as  one  of  those  perhaps 
undesirable,  but  nevertheless  judicious,  com- 
promises. He  did  not  see  what  other  ma- 
chinery they  cotdd  introduce  for  checking  the 
supposed  prejudicial  operation  of  this  Bill  other 
than  that  afforded  by  the  Native  Land  Court, 
because  the  Judges  were  much  more  cogni- 
zant than  anybody  else  of  the  proportionate  in- 
terest of  the  Crown  in  the  estate.  He  resetted 
that  he  had  not  seen  the  measure  untd  that 
moment,  but  nevertheless  it  appeared  to  him 
proper  that  he  should  explain  to  the  Council  the 
view  he  had  formed  of  the  measure,  and  of  its 
importance  to  the  State. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  understood  the 
Natives  would  not  be  opposed  to  this  Bill  if  they 
knew  the  trustee  was  a  rich  man.  They  had  no 
faith  in  a  poor  man,  as  they  thought  he  would 
sell  the  property  of  an  infant  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  infant,  but  for  his  own  benefit.  It  was  a 
great  pity  that  the  Public  Trustee  was  not  made 
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the  eeneral  trustee  for  all  such  Natire  propertlee. 
In  that  case  there  would  be  no  objection  to  such 
a  Bill  on  the  part  of  the  Maori  people.  He  did 
not  know  whether  that  would  be  practicable,  but 
it  would  be  Tery  dei»irable.  He  thought  it  was  a 
f^reat  pitj  that  all  these  Natire  trusts  were  not 
in  charge  of  the  Public  Trustee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill 
misapprehended  its  intention,  which  was  bj  do 
means  to  promote  such  spoliation  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  thought.  In  realitj,  trustees  who 
would  be  appointed  under  this  BiU  and  trustees 
^pointed  under  the  Act  of  1867  were  pretty 
much  in  the  position  of  trustees  appointed  under 
any  English  aeed.  The  English  Act  gave  trust^ 
power  to  sell,  and  that  was  all  that  was  proposed 
by  this  Bill.  If  a  safeguard  was  wanted,  though 
he  did  not  think  it  much  of  a  safeguard  himself, 
a  safeguard  was  provided  in  the  consent  of  the 
Judge  of  the  Natire  Land  Conrt.  Trustees  would 
do  this  on  their  own  responsibility.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  the  yery 
moment  this  power  waj  obtained  the  whole  oi 
the  interests  of  the  Natives  would  be  conGscated. 
That  was  not  so  at  alL  The  trustees  were  not 
bound  to  sell.  They  were  appointed  by  the  Qo- 
Temment,  and  it  was  presumed  that  they  did 
their  duty.  If  they  did  thehr  duty  they  wonld 
take  care  to  get  a  sufficient  price  for  the  land. 
He  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  was  quite 
mistaken  in  thinking  that  there  was  any  undis- 
closed intention  in  this  Bill  on  the  part  of  the 
QoTernment.  The  Act  was  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  girin^c  trustees  the  power  that  English 
trustees  would  have,  but  there  was  the  safeguard 
in  this  case  that  the  consent  of  the  Natire  Land 
Court  would  have  to  be  obtained. 

Tiie  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  had  not  the 
•lightest  objection  to  the  partition  clause. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Why  object  to  the 
power  to  sell  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— We  ought 
to  stick  to  the  intention  of  the  Act  of  1867. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— We  must  amend 
aa  we  get  on.    We  cannot  stand  still. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  much 
danger  was  likely  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  land 
in  these  cases.  He  did  not  agree  with  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  were  so  fond  of  locking 
up  trust  land ;  but  there  niight  be  a  danger  that 
the  money  received  for  the  land  would  not  be 

nerly  taken  care  of.  He  should  be  glad 
tarn  from  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
whether  he  would  in  Committee  introduce  a 
dause  into  the  Bill  providing  that  the  pur- 
diase-money  should  not  be  handed  over  to  the 
Native  trustee.  It  had  better  be  paid  into  the 
Native  Land  Court,  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the 
Biinors,  or  paid  into  the  Treasury,  as  in  England 
the  trustees  of  estates  sometimes  had  to  pay  trust 
moneys  into  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Me  could 
hafdly  agree  that  the  Public  Trustee  was  the  pro- 
per person  to  have  the  management  of  property 
belonging  to  Maoris  under  age.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  get  the  Maoris  to  agree  to  that,  and, 
in  addition,  it  would  eutuil  a  vast  amount  of 
labour  upon  the  Public  Trustee.  While  voting 
Hon,  Capicnn  Froftr 


for  t)ie  second  reading,  he  ahonld  like  to  know 
whether  there  was  any  prospect  of  his  suggesttoo 
being  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  was  not  prepared 
to  deny  that  some  legislation  was  neceasary,  but 
he  thought  it  was  a  great  pity  that  thej  ahonld 
be  driven  to  adopt  a  measure  such  aa  this,  in  the 
last  stage  of  the  session,  with  only  such  hurried 
consideration  aa  they  could  give  to  it  now.  For 
his  part,  he  had  been  informed  of  oaaes  in  which 
really  in  honesty  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
both  parties  that  the  Crown  should  be  in  a  por- 
tion to  deal  with  the  estates  of  minora  ;  but  he 
was  not  prepared  to  go  to  the  extent  to  which 
the  Bill  went,  and  say  that  in  all  cases  it  would 
be  honest  and  ^r  to  give  the  Crown  power  to 
deal  with  the  estates  of  minors,  nor  was  he  pre- 
pared to  give  retrospective  action  to  it.  He  would 
not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  Bill  waa  distaste- 
ful to  him,  but  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  as 
a  member  of  the  Council  not  to  ^ve  bis  indi- 
vidual assent  to  any  measure  dealing  with  the 
rights  of  those  who  had  really  no  one  to  protect 
them.  He  miut  vote  against  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  because  it  was  impossible  at  that  time 
to  give  it  a  proper  amount  of  consideration.  It 
was  one  of  those  Bills  which  ought  to  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  and  before  that  Select 
Committee  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  officers  of 
the  Qovemment  to  adduce  instances  which  would 
satisfy  the  Committee  either  that  it  waa  neoeasary 
to  pass  a  general  measure,  or  that  a  clause  ahouM 
be  introduced  limiting  the  scope  of  the  pre- 
sent measure  so  that  it  should  solely  Bpplj  to  in- 
stances adduced  by  them.  There  was  a  vaguoiess 
about  the  statement  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  as 
to  the  necessity  for  the  Bill.  Not  one  aingle  ease 
had  been  adduced  to  prove  its  necessity,  and  yet 
it  must  be  within  his  knowledge  and  that  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  that  certain  cases  must  exist, 
which  might  have  been  mentioned  to  the  Coundlj 
and  which  would  have  given  to  the  Council  a 
fair  idea  of  what  was  the  motive,  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  introducing  the  Bill,  and  of  what 
was  the  object  the  Qovemment  aimed  at  in 
seeking  to  get  it  passed  at  once.  If  the  B31. 
at  that  late  period,  was  unfortunately  read  a 
second  time,  he  trusted  the  Council  would  not 
i^low  the  8tb  clause  to  pass. 

The  Hon.  Cdonel  WHITMORE  said  that  the 
Bill  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interest  of 
the  country.  The  honorable  genlleman  asked  for 
instances,  but  had  he  known  that  they  would 
be  necessary  there  would  have  been  no  possible 
difficulty  in  adducing  plenty.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  out  of  the  many  transaddona  in  the 
North  Island  there  were  any  in  which  there  were 
not  ten  or  twelve  minors  among  the'  one  or  two 
hundred  owners,  and  in  such  cases  it  would 
be  impossible  to  proceed  at  all  except  in  the 
tedious  way  prescribed  in  the  Native  Lands  Act. 
As  to  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee, 
the  Council  was  really  a  Select  Committee  in 
this  case,  because  the  Bill  and  the  petition  yrtxe 
so  intimatdy  connected  that  it  was  impossible 
that  the  Committee  in  considering  thepetltioD 
could  avoid  raporting  upon  the  BilL  The  peti- 
tion prayed  that  the  Bill  ihiould  not  be  pro- 
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ceeded  with,  for  certain  reasons,  and  he  would  ' 
promise  that  if  tiie  Petition?  Committee  re-  | 
ported  in  favour  of  the  petition  the  Qorernment  ; 
would  adopt  that  report  and  withdraw  the  Bill,  i 
He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not  ' 
Tote  agkinst  tlie  seoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  ! 
would  be  content  to  accept  the  assurance  that  ' 
the  OoTcmment  would  act  upon  the  report  of  ! 
the  Committee.  When  the  Bill  was  in  Commit- 
tee he  would  endeavour  to  give  effect  to  the  sug-  ' 
gestion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall.  ' 

Question  put,  **That  the  word  *now*  stand  ^ 
part  of  the  question ; "  upon  which  a  diyision  : 
was  called  for,  with  the  foUowiog  result : —  ' 

Ajes         17 

Noes         9 


Majority  for 


8 


Ates. 


Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Pelcr, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Russell, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Colonel  Whitmore. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Captain  Baillie, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Lieut. -Colonel  Kenny,  I 

Noes. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Ngatata, 

Mr.  Chomberlin,  Mr.  Wigley, 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Williamson. 

Mr.  Holmes,  f 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

GOVERNMENT  NATIVE  LAND  PUR- 
CHASES BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving  I 
the  seoond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  intro-  , 
duced  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  Government 
with  reference  to  Native  land  purchases.  The  j 
provision  contained  in  the  2nd  section  extended 
to  the  whole  North  Island  the  protection  now 
existing  in  the  Thames  District  under  section  18 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Act  of  laat  year.  That  nro- 
Tiaion  prohibited  private  persons  from  dealing 
with  lands  belonging  to  the  Natives  for  the  pur- 
chase of  which  the  Government  had  already  en- 
tered into  negotiations.  As  there  were  to  bo  no 
fresh  negotiations,  this  would  not  be  an  inter- 
ference in  any  way  with  private  land  purchases, 
nor  prejudice  what  was  called  free  trade  in  land. 
The  interests  of  the  public,  moreover,  required 
that,  if  these  transactions  were  to  be  brought  to 
an  end  within  a  Umited  time,  there  shotdd  not  be 
that  intriguing  going  on  which  there  was  now  in 
several  instances  with  the  Natives  who  had  en- 
gagements with  the  Government.  He  did  not 
wish  to  say  that  these  people  were  doing  so  now, 
but  a  number  of  private  speculators  had  been 
known  to  interfere  with  the  Government  pur- 
chases in  several  parts  of  the  country.  The  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillou  Bell  would  know  that  a  statement 
to  t^is  effect  had  been  made  before  a  Commit* 


tee  this  session,  and  there  were  mafiy  cases  in 
wluch  it  was  known  to  have  been  done  to  a  large 
extent.  The  result  of  that  vras  that  land  fell  into 
the  hands  of  all  sorts  of  persons — ^persons  who 
had  no  intention  of  settling  on  it  or  improving 
it.  Clauses  3  and  4  provid^  that  notifications  in 
the  New  2^(Uand  Oazette  were  to  be  accepted  at 
sufficient  notice  to  all  persons  of  the  prior  rights 
of  the  Crown  in  respect  of  the  land  mentioned 
in  the  notice,  and  in  the  same  way  notifications 
regarding  the  abandonment  of  the  claims  of  the 
Crown  to  any  lands  were  to  be  accepted.  Those 
clauses  made  it  incumbent  on  the  Land  Registrar 
to  accept  those  notifications,  and  after  receiving 
a  copy  of  the  Oazette  he  had  to  cause  a  caveat  to 
be  lodged  showing  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  the 
lands,  and  he  might  refuse  to  register  any  deed 
under  that  Act  dealing  with  any  lands  referred 
to  in  the  notices.  The  Act  would  not  alter  or 
repeal  any  other  enactment  restraining  the  pur- 
chase or  acquisition  of  Native  lands.  The  6th 
clause  provided  that  the  Native  Minister  might 
arrange  for  discontinuing  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands  on  commission.  The  only  way  of  bringing 
some  of  those  purchases  on  commission  to  an  end 
was  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  work  done  and 
to  discharge  the  commission  agent.  In  a  good 
many  instances  that  could  be  done  on  favourable 
terms.  He  thought  he  had  now  explained  the 
leading  features  o?  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped  honor- 
able members  would  see  their  way  to  pass  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  would  be 
very  glad  to  support  the  Government  in  this 
proposal.  The  principle  of  it  was  really  con- 
tained in  the  provisions  restricting  private  per- 
sons from  competing  with  the  Crown  in  the  pur- 
chase of  land.  With  all  due  deference,  however, 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  BDl, 
ho  would  ask  whether  an  Act  of  Parliament  was 
necessary  to  enable  the  Native  Minister  to  discon- 
tinue the  purchase  [of  Native  lands  on  commis- 
sion. He  was  not  aware  of  any  Act  which  made 
it  necessary  for  tlie  Native  Minister  to  purchase 
land  on  commission :  in  fact,  the  purchasing  of 
land  on  commission  was  simply  an  experiment 
very  unwisely  entered  into,  and  the  Gk>vemment 
coidd,  by  its  own  executive  authority,  cease  that 
mode  of  acquiring  Native  land.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  passing  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  deal 
with  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  believed  that  the  con- 
tracts with  the  commission  agents  were  con- 
tinuous, and  therefore  he  thought  some  provision 
was  required  to  put  an  end  to  them.  There 
should  be  some  authority  from  the  Legislature  to 
put  an  end  to  the  system  of  buying  land  on  com- 
mission. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAND  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Clause  78.  —Power  to  set  aside  pastoral  lands. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved  the  omission  of 
the  words  "  and  not  open  for  sale  '*  from  the  fol- 
lowing part  of  the  clause :  '*  Such  lands,  if  held 
under  pastoral  license  or  lease,  and  not  open  for 
sale,  may  be  sold  not  more  than  twelve  montha 
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before  the  eipiry  of  the  tben  existing  lioeniae  or 
lenses." 

Question  put,  *  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ; "  upon  which 
a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  ibllowing  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         8 

Noes         19 


BCi^ritj  against . 


11 


Atm. 


Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kennj, 
Mr.  Pharasjn, 

Mr.  Acland, 

Captain  Baillie, 

Sir  F.  DUlon  Bell, 

Colonel  Brett, 

Mr.  BucUej, 

Mr.  Edwards, 

Dr.  QrBce, 

Mr.  HaU, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Clause  87. — Subsectioa  4 :   Persond.  residence 

imperatire,  except  for  a  term  of  eighteen  months. 

The  Hon.   Mr.  HOLMES  mored.  That  the 

following  words  be  omitted — *'  eighteen  months 

from  the  date  of  the  license  "  —  with  the  riew 

to  insert  "  six  months  in  anj  one  year." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         ...        11 

Noes        U 


Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Williamson. 
Nois. 

Mr.  J.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
'  Mr.  BianteU, 

Mr.  MiUer, 

Bir.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Bir.  Russell, 
,  Mr.  Wigloy. 


Majority  against... 


8 


AtB8. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 

Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Bir.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Bir.  J.  Johnston, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny,     Mr.  Williamflon. 
The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Clause  112. — Present  runholders  may  elect  to 
hold  under  assessment. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  mored,  as  an 
amendment,  That  "  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety  "  be  omitted,  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
stituting **  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
flte." 

Hon,  Mr,  Sail 


Mr.  G-.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Pharaayn. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Bir.  Wilson, 
Colonel  Whitmore, 
Mr.  Wi| 


Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a 
dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  rollowin^  re- 
sult:— 

Atos         16 

Noes        lO 


Biajority  for 


Mr.  Acland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Chwoe, 
Mr.  Hall, 


Atxs. 

Mr.  HaH. 

Mr.  a.  R.  Johnson, 
>  Mr.  MUler, 

Mr.  Peacock, 
I  Bir.  Peter, 

Mr.  Pharasyn, 

Mr.  Wigl^. 


Captain  BaUlie, 
Bir.  Chamberiin, 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Sir  J.  L.  C.  Richardson, 


NOSB. 

Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Colonel  WMtmore, 
Bir.  Williamson, 
Bfr.  Wilson. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leare  giren  to  nt 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  twelve 
o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tueiday,  4M  December,  1877. 

First  K«sdiiif»— Second  Headings— Third  Beadiafa — Wai- 
kftto  Port— Mrs.  Meorant— AookUad  Orsnuaar  Sdiool 
—Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill  —  Financial  ArraageBieiits 
Bill-Bating  BiU. 

Mr.  Spbaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half-paat^two 
o'clock. 

Pbayxbs. 

FIRST  RSADINGS. 

HuU  County  Offices  Bill,  Middle  Isl«nd  Half- 
caste  Crown  Grants  Bill,  RaUnff  BUL  Counties 
BiU. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Timaru  and  Gladstone  Board  of  Works  Pro- 
perty Vesting  Bill,  Nelson  Ghasworks  and  Water- 
works Bill,  Hutt  County  Offices  Bill,  BCiddle 
Island  Half-caste  Crown  Ghunts  Bdl,  Counties 
BiU. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Destitute  Persons  Bill,  Timaru  and  Gladatone 
Board  of  Works  Property  Testing  BiU,  Nelson 
Gasworks  and   Waterworks  BUI,  HuU  County 
Offices  BiU. 

WAIKATO  PORT. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  If  he  will  send  Captain  FairchUd  to 
Port  Waikato  to  make  a  surToy  of  the  entrance, 
with  the  Tiew  of  placing  the  beacons  in  such  a 
position  as  to  insure  the  safety  of  yessels  entering 
the  port?    He  might  state  that  he  had  been  in- 
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formed  by  two  or  three  masters  of  yessels  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  trading  to  this  port,  that  the 
beacons  as  now  placed  were  of  no  serrice  to  them. 
Strangers  to  the  port  sometimes  came  to  grief, 
and  on  oue  occasion  a  large  schooner  was  stranded 
for  ten  days:  fortnnatelj  the  sea  was  cahn,  and 
the  Teasel  was  got  off.  fie  trusted  the  Qoyern- 
ment  would  instruct  Captain  Fairchild  to  make  a 
surrey  of  the  entrance  (o  the  port,  and  to  place 
the  beacons  in  a  position  in  which  they  would  be 
of  service  to  the  vessels  trading  to  that  port.  He 
felt  sure  that  the  G-ovemment  would  regret  to 
hear  of  the  loss  of  life  or  property,  and  would 
therefore  urge  them  to  have  the  survey  made  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  "  Stella  "  would  shortly 
risit  Auckland,  and  her  services  would  be  availed 
of  for  the  purpose  stated  in  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's question. 

MRS.  MEURANT. 

Mr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
What  steps  the  Government  intend  to  take  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Meurant  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  when  this  matter 
was  before  the  House  last  session  the  Attorney- 
General  was  instructed  to  deal  with  the  whole 
case.  Tliat  had  not  been  done,  and  he  proposed 
to  refer  the  papers  and  the  case  to  the  Solicitor- 
General,  in  order  that  he  might  report  upon  the 
subject. 

AUCKLAND  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  O'RORKE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  will  endeavour  to  secure  a  suitable  site  and 
playground  for  the  proposed  Auckland  Gram- 
mar School,  either  in  the  Domain  or  on  other 
Crowu  land  in  Auckland  or  the  neighbourhood  ? 
There  was  involved  in  this  question  a  matter 
which  came  home  to  every  one  who  took  an  inter- 
est in  the  education  of  the  youth  of  the  City  of 
Auckland,  and  not  merely  the  City  of  Auckland, 
but,  he  might  say,  the  whole  province,  because,  if 
there  was  a  suitable  building  for  the  Grammar 
School,  with  proper  aocoromc^ation  for  the  pupils 
in  that  establishment,  the  benefits  of  the  school 
would,  by  means  of  scholarships,  be,  in  some 
measure,  extended  to  the  remotest  bounds  of  the 
province.  What  was  the  position  of  that  institu- 
tion now?  There  were  gathered  together  in  a 
barn-like  building,  an  antiquated  barrack  with 
rooms  of  low  ceiling — a  building  more  like  a  dun- 
geon than  a  school,  with  not  half  the  architec- 
tural beautv  of  an  ordinary  poorbouse  at  Home — 
some  two  hundred  children,  the  flower  of  the 
City  of  Auckland.  They  were  assembled  in  a 
house  iU-ventilated,  and  without  anything  in  its 
Appearance  to  impress  or  elevate  the  youthful 
mind.  No  person  in  this  House  was  more  fa- 
miliar with  the  wants  of  the  citizens  of  Auckland 
in  this  respect  than  the  honorable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Gt>vemment.  Although  he  (Mr. 
O'Rorke)  had  on  a  recent  occasion  brought  this 
matter  under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  he 
then  received  but  scanty  encouragement  to  take 
any  further  steps  in  the  matter ;  yet,  on  reflec- 
tion, he  felt  so  deeply  on  the  subject  that  he 
determined  not  to  be  thereby  deterred  from  ap- 
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pealing  to  the  Government  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure  a  suitable  site — a  site  nhich  would  meet  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  and  which  would  be  credit- 
able to  the  city,  and  be  its  pos5e98ion  for  all  time. 
He  knew  that  there  was  considerable  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a  suitable  site,  including  that  giaud 
desideratum  for  boys,  a  good  playground.  Dif- 
ficulty would  only  increase  by  delay,  but  he 
thought  that  something  could  be  done  by  an 
earnest  effort  being  made  to  procure  a  site  for 
the  proposed  Aucldand  Grammar  School  that 
would  have  about  it  something  elevating,  some- 
thing ennobling,  for  childhood's  school-days.  His 
desire  was  to  see  the  best  site  available  bestowed 
on  this  institution,  and  the  best  site  would  not  be 
too  good. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  efibrU  would  be 
made  to  procure  a  suitable  site  for  the  Auckland 
Grammar  School,  and  that  without  delay. 

WASTE  LANDS  SALE  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Clause  4. — Price  of  waste  lands  fixed. 
Mr.  LUMSDEN  moved  the  omission  of  the 
following  words  :  "  but  not  in  any  case  at  a  less 
price  than  two  pounds  per  acre,  if  by  free  selec- 
tion." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult : — 

Ayes         34 

Noes         26 


8 


Majority  for 

i 

Ayes. 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Swansou, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Taiuroa, 

Mr.  Gisborne, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

TelUrt. 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Biacandrew, 

Mr.  Stout. 

No 

SB. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Bir.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Burns, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  FitzToy, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Fox, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Huriitliouse, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Wooloock. 

Mr.  McLean, 
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Mr.  Ifoorlioose, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.Beid, 

For, 
Mr.  BMtinp, 
Mr.  Hod^ontoo, 
Mr.  Lumdi, 
Mr.Loak, 
Bir.  Beyiuddf , 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.Wakflfiald, 
Dr.  Wallit, 
Mr.  B.  O.  Wood. 


TelUrt. 
Mr.  Bo  wen, 
\  Mr.  Lamaden. 

PlIBft. 

Apaimti. 

C»ptain  KeoDj, 

Mr.  Manny- AjDtlej, 

Mr.  WiUiuM* 

Mr.  Battoo, 

Dr.  Hanrj, 

Mr.  SUiTord, 

Captain  Monria, 
I  Mr.  Harpor, 
t  Mr.  Cox. 


The  amendment  wai  ooneeqnenily  negatired, 
and  the  elau«e  ae  labeeguenUy  amended  a^«ed  to. 

Mr.  MONT(K>M£KT  propoMd  the  addition 
of  a  new  danae  to  the  eflbet  that  no  land  shall 
hereafter  be  dttpoeed  of  on  the  "homestead" 
•jatem. 

Qneftion  pot,  **  That  the  new  clanee  be  read  a 
•eoond  time ;"  upon  which  a  diriiion  waa  ealled 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ares        6 

Noes        88 


Majority  against. 


27 


Am. 


Mr.  Ballanee, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 


TtlUrt. 
B([r.  MontgomefT, 
Mr.  Beid. 


Hon, 


Major  Atkinaon,  Mr.  Bfaoders, 

Mr.  Bau[ent,  Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Barff,  Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown,  Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Bichardson, 

Bir.  De  Lantour,  Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  Dignan,  Mr.  SeTmoor, 

Mr.  Fisner,  Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Gibbe,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Sir  a.  Gt^,  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hnnter,  Bir.  TraTers, 

lir.  Johnston,  Mr.  Wason, 

Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Kelly,  TelUrt. 

Bir.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Macandrew,  Bir.  Bowe. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatired. 
Bir.  BEID  mored  the  insertion  of  the  follow- 
ing new  clause:  "Sections  one  to  three,  indu- 
aivcl;^,  of  Appendix  A  of  'The  Land  Act,  1877,* 
relating  to  the  occupation  of  land  under  the 
homestead  system,  are  hereby  extended  and  made 
applicable  to  erery  land  district  in  the  colony." 

Question  put,  "That  the  clause  be  read  a 
second  time ;  upon  which  a  dirision  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         25 

Noes         24 

Majority  lor        1 

Mr,  Lumsden 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Bir.  De  Lauloor, 
SirB.Doogks, 
Bir.  Fisher. 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hitlop, 
Bir.  Hursthottse, 
Mr.  Lumsdeo, 


Am. 

1  Mr.  Biacaodrew, 
Bir.  Montgomery, 

,  Mr.  Murray, 

I  Bir.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 

'  Bir.  Swanson, 

I  Mr.  Thomfon, 
lir.  Tole, 
,  Mr.  W.  Wood, 
'  Mr.  Woolcoek. 
Tdlrrt. 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Beid. 

Nobs. 

I  Mr.  Bfaoders, 
'  Mr.  McLean, 
I  Mr.  Bidiaidson* 

Bir.  BoUeetoD, 

Mr.  Bowe, 
I  Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Wason. 

I  Mr.  Bowen, 
,  Mr.  Sterens. 


Biajor  Atliinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  C^rington, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  FitzToy, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Question  put,  "That  the  clause  be  added  to 
the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  dirision  was  oalled  for, 
with  the  fiiUowiog  result : — 

Ayes        ao 

Noes        27 


Minority  for 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Bir.Baiff, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Bir.  DeLaotoor, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Bir.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Bir.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Bianders, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Bir.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Bir.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fitffroy, 
Bir.  Hunter, 


Atxs. 

Bir.  Nahe, 
Bir.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Bir.  Stout, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tskamoaaa, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  WoolcodL 

TelUrt, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Bir.  Hursthonse. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Bachardson, 
Bir.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Captain  BusaeU, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Bir.  SteTens, 
Bir.  Suttcm, 
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ICr.  Johnrton, 
Mr.  EeUj, 
ICr.  Kennedy, 
BCr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhoose, 


Mr.  Taiuoa, 
Mr.  Tawiti. 

TelUrt. 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Waaon. 


The  daaie  was  ooneeqnenUj  agreed  to. 

Captain  MOBBIS  moved  the  following  new 
elauae :  '*  That  the  pNoriod  daring  which  Volunteer 
ecrip  may  he  exercised  nnder  'The  Yolunteers 
and  Others  Land  Act,  1877/  is  herehj  extended 
for  one  year.*' 

Question  put,  "That  the  daose  he  read  & 
faoond  tiite ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes        3i 

Hoes        22 


Majority  for 


Mi^or  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Biraan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Bir.  Fitiroy, 
Mr.  Pox, 
Mr.  aibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macf  arlane, 
Mr.  Manders, 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.Butf, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Laatonr, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Qashome, 
Sir  0*.  Ghrev, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Bir.  Montgomery, 


12 

AT18. 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Bir.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Bir.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Teller*, 
Bir.  Hamlin, 
Captain  Morris. 

N0B8. 

Bir.  Murray, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Bfr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

TelUrs. 
Mr^  Kelly, 
Bir.  Stout. 


The  dause  was  consequently  read  a  second  time. 

Bir.  STOUT  moved  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing proviso:  "Provided  that  such  scrip  is  actu- 
ally held  by  the  Yidonteer  to  whom  the  said 
scrip  was  issued." 

Question  put,  "That  the  proviso  be  added  to 
the  clause ;  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         28 

Noes         26 


Biajority  for 


2 


AYI8. 


Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Barir, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Bir.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown* 

Bir.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  De  Lantoi», 

.  Mr.  ShrimsU, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  PUher, 

Bir.  Taiaroa, 

Bir.  GKsbome, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Sir  0-.  Orey, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Bir.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  KeUy, 

TdUrs, 

Mr.  Lnmsden, 

Bir.  Bom, 

Mr.  Biaeandrew, 

Bir.  Stout. 

NOM. 

MMor  Atkinson, 

Bir.  Bianders, 

lir.BaUance, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Beetbam, 

Bir.  Nahe, 

Bfr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Bir.  Bums, 

Bfr.  Bowe, 

Bir.  Carrington, 

Captain  Bussell, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Seymonr, 

Mr.  Pitsroy, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Pox, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

ilr,  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

T$lUrt. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Bfr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Biaefarlane, 

Captain  Morris. 

The  proviso  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  clause  as  amended  added  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  thurd 
time,  

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said,— I  wish,  as  far  as  I 
can,  to  enter  my  protest  against  this  Bill.  It 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  forced  on  the  Ck)vern- 
ment  in  support  of  their  policy,  and  there  appears 
to  me  also  to  have  been  a  very  considerable  in« 
justice  forced  upon  the  country  by  the  Bill.  It 
deals  with  the  question  of  what  has  been  called 
the  necessity  for  uniformity  in  the  land  regula- 
tions througnout  the  colony,  and  it  has  been  in- 
sisted upon  that,  inasmuch  as  in  the  Provincial 
District  of  Canterbury  £2  per  acre  has  been  the 
price  of  the  land,  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
force  that  price  upon  the  whole  of  the  colony.  I 
believe  myself  that  will  be  most  prejudicial  to  the 
colony  generally.  There  is  really  no  propriety 
whatever 'in  insisting  upon  uniformity  of  price, 
and  I  look  upon  it  as  most  impolitic  and  unwise, 
and  it  is  a  very  selfish  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
those  members  who  attempt  to  force  their  own  re- 
gulations on  the  rest  of  the  colony.  To  my  mind 
the  real  plan,  if  we  are  to  make  an  attempt  at 
uniformity,  would  be  to  insist  upon  one  price 
which  should  belong  to  all  land  throughout  the 
colony,  whatever  that  land  miflht  be,  and  that  in 
the  several  districts  any  sum  obtained  in  excess  of 
that  price  should  belong  to  the  district  where- 
in it  was  paid.  That  would  be  a  fairer  way  to 
attempt  to  establish  uniformity  than  the  vray 
which  is  proposed  here.  I  think  the  whole  of  this 
Bill,  in  tbe  form  in  which  it  has  c6me  out  of 
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Committee,  is  most  unsatisfactorj.  We  hiive 
actually,  at  the  end  of  the  Bill,  put  in  a  olaase 
\rhich  proyides  Uiat  the  homestead  clauses  of 
Auckland  shall  be  in  force  throughout  the  colony, 
and  this  was  done  because  there  was,  as  I  think 
justly,  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  that 
part  of  the  colony  to  relain,  to  some  measure  at 
least,  the  svstem  to  which  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed from  the  earliest  times. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— A  year  and  a  half. 

Mr.  R0LLE3T0N.— I  did  not  catch  the  honor- 
able gentleman*s  remark  exactly,  but,  if  he  means 
that  this  Bill  is  only  to  be  in  operation  for  a  year 
and  a  ludf,  I  say  that  is  another  argument  against 
it  of  the  strongest  character.  We  are  taking  a 
step  in  regard  to  our  lands  of  at  great  import- 
ance as  if  we  were  changing  the  nature  of  our 
currency,  and  we  are  actiudly  sending  Home 
to  the  public  creditor,  as  a  temporary  measure, 
a  Bill  dealing  with  one  of  the  greatest  questions 
that  can  possibly  arise  in  the  history  of  the 
colony.  Coming  as  I  do  from  the  Province  of 
Canterbury,  it  is  natural  that  I  should  entertain 
a  very  strong  feeling  when  I  find  the  land  system 
of  that  province  suddenly  destroyed.  The  feel- 
ings and  instincts  which  have  grown  up  round 
the  people  in  connection  with  their  land  sys- 
tem are  suddenly  invaded  and  destroyed,  and  it 
would  be  a  comfort  if  one  was  able  to  think  that 
some  good  could  come  out  of  the  proposal ;  but 
I  believe  we  shall  hear  more  about  it  tlirough- 
out  the  country.  I  believe  there  will  be  a 
general  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  regard  to 
it,  and  I  am  convinced  that  thegeneml  verdict 
will  be  that  the  octioii  of  the  House  has  been 
hasty,  ill-considered,  selfish,  and  unproductive 
of  any  real  colonial  good.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  cries  "  Ques- 
tion," but  I  have  a  few  words  to  say  with  regard 
to  him.  The  history  of  the  passage  of  this  Bill 
forms  an  example  of  what  has  really  been  taking 
place  in  the  House,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  that  honorable  gentleman,  who  has 
signalized  himself  in  the  most  open  manner  in 
respect  to  this  Bill  by  endeavouring  to  force  it 
upon  the  House  by  threats.  In  this  House  in 
past  times  wo  have  been  accustomed  to  fight  our 
CMittles  fairly  and  honestly,  and  to  accept  decisions 
that  have  been  fairly  come  to.  We  have  always 
supported  each  other  cordially  where  we  were 
working  together.  But  it  has  of  late  years, 
greatly  in  consequence  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's action,  arrived  at  a  system  of  political 
terrorism  which  is  not  creditable  to  this  House. 
The  honorable  gentleman  staled  that  if  he  did 
not  get  his  own  way  with  regard  to  a  portion  of 
this  Bill  he  would  make  proposals  which  would 
tffectually  punish  the  Province  of  Canterbury. 
That  was  the  effect  of  what  he  said,  and  we  have 
had  that  statement  in  various  forms  during  the 
session. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  say.  Yes ;  and  I  think 
it  it  an  unfortunate  thing  for  this  House.  I, 
for  one,  hailed  the  appearance  pf  that  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  House  with  some  satisfaction, 
but  I  think  we  have  had  very  good  reason  to 
regret  the  part  he  has  taken  since  he  has  bsen 
Mr.  HollMion 


here.  On  erery  possible  occasion  his  Toice  is 
heard,  sometimes  with  great  usefulness;  bot  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  are  few  members  in  tbk 
House  who  do  not,  when  he  gets  up  now,  feel  a 
kind  of  dread  with  ren^rd  to  the  course  that  he 
will  take  on  any  subject  upon  which  he  feeli 
strongly.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House 
longer  at  this  late  period  of  the  eTening.  I 
simply  wish  to  express  my  thorough  dissent  from 
trhe  provisions  of  this  Bill.  As  a  Canterbury 
man,  I  say  that  a  very  great  change  must  come 
over  the  feeling  of  any  man  who  has  been  deeply 
interested  as  I  have  been  in  the  welfare  of  that 
part  of  the  country  for  many  years  past.  The 
manner  in  which  this  Bill  has  been  carried  can- 
not but  be  a  matter  of  grief  to  me.  A  rearj  great 
change  has  come  over  the  whole  history  of  that 
province.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  rerolniioo  of  this 
kind,  evincing  thorough  disregard  of  the  feeliiigp 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  people,  cannot  be  n^de 
without  bringing  considerable  evils  in  its  train. 
We  have  entered  on  a  career  of  revolution,  the 
end  of  which  we  do  not  see.  I  regret  to  think 
what  will  be  the  feelings  of  the  people  thronghoat 
the  country  when  they  see  that  so  easily,  so 
readily,  as  in  this  case,  a  great  change  has  been 
brought  about  without  any  consultation  with. 
them,  without  any  regard  for  the  feelings  which 
have  animated  them  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years. 

Mr.  MANDERS.— I  simply  desire  to  say  that 
I  protest  against  the  third  reading  of  this  BilL 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
vrith  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         35 

Noes         18 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hurst  house, 
Mr.  McLean, 


17 


AtB8. 


I  Mr.  Manders, 
{  Mr.  Montgomery, 
I  Mr.  Murray, 
I  Mr.  Nabe, 
I  Mr.  O'Rorke, 
\  Mr.  Hees, 
I  Mr.  Rowe, 
'  Mr.  Sharp, 
I  Mr.  Sheehan, 
j  Mr.  Shriroski, 
.    '  Mr.  Swanson, 
,  Mr.  Takamoana, 
:  Mr.  Tole, 
1  Mr.  W.  Wood, 
I  Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers. 
I  Mr.  Hislop, 
I  Mr.  Stout. 

Nobs. 

;  Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Seymour, 
I  Mr.  Stevens, 
I  Mr.  Sutton, 
,  Mr.  Teschemaker, 
I  Mr.  Wason. 
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TeUeti, 
Mr.  Fitzroj, 
Mr.  RoUestoD. 

Paibs. 

Againtt. 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Murray-Ajnsley, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Cox. 


Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

For, 
Mr.  Bastings, 
Mr.  Bnnny, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Lamael), 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallis. 
Mr.  B.  O.  Wood. 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

FINANCIAL  ABBANQEMENTS  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Clause  3. — Interpretation. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing words  to  the  clause :  "  The  word  *  district,*  in 
in  sections  four  and  six  of  this  Act,  means  the 
county  constituted    under  'The  Counties  Act, 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  he 
added  he  so  added ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         29 

Noes         31 


Majority  against 


Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fitzroy,* 
Mr.  Gihbs, 
Mr.  Gishome, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hubter, 


Atb8. 

Mr.  Lumtden, 

:  Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Manders, 

j  Captain  Morris, 

'  Mr.  Ormond, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Bir.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wason  , 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Vit.  Bees, 

,  Mr.  Stout. 


Noes. 


Hir.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Bowo, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanion, 
Mr.  Takamotna» 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 


Mr.  KeUy,  I  Tellers, 

Mr.  Macfarlane,  I  Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Montgomery,         I  Mr.  Beid. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. — Land  revenue  to  form  part  of  Con- 
solidated Fund. 

Mr.  McLEAN  moved.  That  the  clause  be 
struck  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  be  agreed  to ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  tiie 
following  result : — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Bfajor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Baluince, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  GKbbs, 
Mr.  Gishome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 


Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Fitrroy, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouso, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 


40 
14 

26 


Atb8. 


Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheeban, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

TelUti, 
Mr.  Mac&rlane, 
Mr.  Bees. 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason. 

TelUr9.  - 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  McLean. 


The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. — Subsidies  payable  to  County  and 
Borough  Councils  and  Boad  and  Biver  Boiurds. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
following  proyiso  at  the  end  of  the  second  sub- 
section :  "  Provided  that  in  any  county  where 
no  Boad  Board  exists  there  shall  be  paid  two 
pounds  for  every  one  pound  of  rates  levied." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  proviso  be  inserted  ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
fcUlowing  result : — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Minority  for 


29 
17 

12 
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AtB8. 

Major  Atkinson,  ICr.  Montgomeiy, 

Mr.  Ballanco,  Mr.  Murray,  » 

Mr.  Boetham,  Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown,  Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Bums,  Mr.  Sejmoor, 

Mr.  Fitsroj,  Bir.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  Sterens, 

Mr.  Qisborne,  Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Bir.  Hursthouse,  Mr.  Wason. 
Mr.  Johnston,  TeUert, 

Mr.  Kelly,  Mr,  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Manders,  Mr.  Wooloock. 

Nobs. 
Mr.  Baiflmnt,  Mr.  Maoandrew, 

Mr.  De  Laatour,  Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bignan,  Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Sir  O.  Grey,  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hamlin,  Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Hislop,  Tellers. 

Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Rees, 

Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Stout. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. — ^Account  of  Land  Fund  to  be  kept. 
A  sum  equal  to  20  per  cent,  thereof  to  be  de- 
ducted in  respect  of  each  district  in  which  it 
accrued. 

Mr.  HISLOP  moTed,  That  the  word  "dis- 
trict "  be  struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  word  "  county"  in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a 
dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         23 

Noes         24 


Majority  against... 


Mi^or  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Sir  G.  Qrej, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Richardson, 


Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  De  Lautonr, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborae, 
Mr.  Hamlio, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Sivaneon, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Rolleston. 


Noes. 


Major  Aihineon 


Bir.  Manders, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Teschemakir, 


Bir.  Hnrttlioiite, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Biacandrew, 


Bir.  Watoo, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 


TeUere, 
Mr.  J.  O.  Brown* 
Mr.  Hislop. 

The  word  "district"  was  conseqaentlj  struck 
out 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'oounftj'  be 
inserted ;"  upon  which  a  tffrriaion  was  eaUed  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         Vt 

^  Noes         28 


Biajority  for 


Bir.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  De  Lantour, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Bir.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Bir.  Bianders, 


Biajor  Atkinson, 
"Mf,  Baigent, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Bir.  Bryce, 
Bir.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Bir.  Fitzroy, 
Bir.  Hunter, 
Bir.  KcUy, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Bir.  Nahe, 


Atss. 


Bir.  OnDond, 
Bir.  Rees, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Snrimski, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Bir.  Sutton, 
Bir.  Tawiti, 
Bir.  Teschemaker, 
Bir.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Bir.  Woolcock. 
TeUsre. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Bir.  Hislop. 


Nobs. 

Bir.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheenan, 
Bir.  Sterens, 
Bir.  Swansoo, 
Bir.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  TUnunoana, 
Bfr.  Tole. 

TelUr^, 
Bir.  Rollestoo, 
Mr.  Rowe. 


The  word  was  consequently  inserted. 

Mr.  MACANDR^W  moved,  That  the  follow- 
ing  proyiso  be  added  to  the  clause:  "ProTided 
always  that  this  section  shall  not  be  repealed  un- 
less by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment being  passed  in  that  behalf.*' 

Question  put,  "  That  this  proviso  be  added  to 
the  clause ;  upon  which  a  division  waa  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes        

Noes 

Biajority  against.. 


9 
88 

84 


Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Bir.  Stout, 
Bir.  Tdaroi, 


AyX8. 

Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
TeUere, 
Bir.  Macandrew, 
Bir.  RoUettoo. 
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Nobs. 


Major  AUrinson, 
Mr.  Baieent, 
Mr.  Balumoe, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lnmtden, 


Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beet, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mf .  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Teschemaker. 

Tellers. 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Tole. 


The  motion  was  conseqaently  negatived,  and 
the  danse  as  amended  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  MUBRAY  said,— I  more,  That  the  Bill -be 
recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering 
cdause  6.  I  do  so  with  the  object  of  restoring 
the  clause  to  its  original  condition  by  substituting 
the  word  "district"  for  the  word  "county, 
which  was  struck  out  in  Conmiittee.  Many 
honorable  members  were  absent,  and  others 
Toted  not  knowing  what  the  consequence  of  the 
alteration  would  be.  This  is  a  very  important 
proTision,  inasmuch  as,  if  it  is  passed  as  altered 
in  Committee,  the  benefits  will  be  entirely  giyen 
to  certain  districts,  which  will  be  rolling  in 
affluence,  while  others  will  remain  in  a  compara- 
tiye  state  of  poverty.  I  therefore,  as  a  matter  of 
equity,  move  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  this  alteration,  and  if  it  is  not 
agreed  to  I  shsU  then  be  careless  whether  the 
Bill  is  passed  or  not. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now'  stand 
part  of  the  question ; "  upon  which  a  diyision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes 
Hoes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Baetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
BCr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macfarlaoe, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


27 


Axes. 


Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Captain  Bufsell, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Wooloook. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Bir.  Hitlop. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitrroy, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Mcl^n, 
Tlie  amendment 
and  the  Bill  read  a 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Rolleston. 
was  consequently  negatived, 
third  time. 


RATING  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  his  remarks  upon  it  would 
also  apply  to  the  Counties  Bill.  In  dealing  with 
those  two  questions  the  Government  had  taken 
up  a  few  of  the  more  important  technical  defects 
in  the  existing  measures.  They  looked  upon  it 
as  utterly  impossible  to  grapple  with  all  the 
amendments  wnioh  might  be  proposed  this  ses- 
sion, and  that  both  subjects  nught  be  dealt  with 
on  a  larger  scale  next  year.  The  House  would 
then  have  two  years'  experience  of  the  working 
of  the  measures,  and  would  be  better  able  to 
apply  remedies  as  experience  suggested.  The 
prmcipal  features  in  tne  present  Bill  were,  first 
of  all,  the  establishment  of  a  triennial  valuation, 
and,  secondly,  the  restoration  to  the  ratepayers  of 
the  right}  in  annual  meeting  assembled,  to  state 
what  should  be  the  amount  of  the  rate. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
the  provisions  bv  which  it  was  proposed  that  the 
valuation  should  be  made  by  the  County  Council 
and  not  by  the  Road  Boards,  and  that  the  first 
valuation  was  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the 
15th  January,  1878 ;  and  he  would  pohit  out  that 
in  the  case  of  the  County  Councils  which  had 
not  yet  come  under  the  full  operation  of  the 
Counties  Act  it  would  be  ouite  impossible  that 
the  valuation  could  be  made  by  the  16th  January. 
Probably  the  honorable  gentleman  would  agree 
to  allow  a  little  more  time.  This  suggestion  ap- 
plied as  well  to  the  Counties  Bill  as  to  the  Rating 
Bill. 

Bir.  STEVENS  said  the  amendments  required 
in  the  present  rating  system  were  so  numerous 
and  considerable  that  he  trusted  the  Government 
would  take  such  steps  as  would  enable  the  public 
to  obtain  a  full  acquaintance  with  this  subject 
some  time  before  they  brought  forward  their 
measure  next  session.  He  believed  that  the 
circulation  of  the  Bill  in  the  oountTy  would 
greatly  tend  to  facilitate  its  passage  through  the 
House.  He  would  like  to  call  the  honorable 
gentleman's  attention  in  particular  to  the  un- 
fortunate position  in  which  a  certain  dass  of 
occupiers  were  now  placed  —  those  who  held 
leases  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns 
where,  the  assessment  being  at  a  verr  high  rate 
in  consequence  of  the  prraciple  laid  down  in  ^la 
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Bill,  the  tenant  in  Bome  infltances  might  actuallj 
be  rated  at  sereral  times  more  than  the  rent  he 
was  paying.  An  amendment  might  be  embodied 
4n  the  Bill  to  effect  a  change  in  that  respect,  and 
thus  relieve  many  people  who  were  at  present 
Traced  in  an  unfortunate  and  unfair  position. 
He  had  no  objection  to  this  Bill  as  it  stood,  bat 
he  trusted  that  the  Gbremment  would  take  care 
that  the  Bill  which  thej  would  introduce  next 
year  should  hare  full  publicity,  and  be  of  a  com- 
prehensiye  character. 

Mr.  SUTTON  said  the  only  objection  he  had 
to  the  Bill  was  that  in  clause  3  it  provided  that 
the  yaluation  for  the  future  was  to  be  madej^ 
the  counties,  and  not  by  the  Boad  Boards.  H!e 
quite  agreed  with  the  principle  that  one  valua- 
tion was  sufficient ;  but,  at  all  erents  in  the 
district  from  which  he  came,  the  practice  of  the 
Boad  Boards  conducting  the  yaluation  had  been 
found  much  noore  economical  and  efficient  than 
under  the  counties.  The  Boad  Boards  of  one  of 
the  counties  in  Hawke's  Bay  last  year  got  their 
yaluation  done  at  an  expense  of  something  like 
£80,  and  the  county  advertised  for  the  valuation 
of  a  small  and  outlying  portion  of  the  county, 
and  £150  had  to  be  paid  for  the  work.  Another 
alteration  he  would  suggest  was  in  reference  to 
Uie  Assessment  Court.  The  Bating  Act  as  it 
at  present  stood  gave  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary 
work  to  the  Judge  of  the  Assessment  Court.  He 
was  not  sure  whether  the  proposal  to  revive  the 
power  of  the  ratepayers  to  levy  the  rate  at  the 
annual  meeting  would  be  an  improvement.  He 
was  imder  the  impression  that  last  year  the 
system  of  the  Boards  levying  the  rate  under  the 
Provincial  Ordinance  gave  general  satisfaction  to 
Hawke's  Bay.  The  ratepayers  had  always  levied 
the  rate  previous  to  the  coming  into  operation  of 
the  Rating  Act,  which  made  it  incumbent  on  the 
Boards  to  levy  the  rate.  Tlie  feeling  in  Hawke's 
Bay  was  in  favour  of  the  power  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board  instead  of  the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  BAiaENT  would  like  to  know  what  effect 
this  Bill  would  liavo  upon  the  road  districts  in 
which  the  rates  had  already  been  levied.  His 
district  had  only  just  levied  a  rate,  and  if  this 
Bill  passed  they  would  have  to  levy  another  in 
the  month  of  January.  The  same  thing  occurred 
last  year.  The  Board  levied  a  rate  which  ended 
in  June,  and  under  the  Bating  Act  they  had  to 
levy  another  rate,  and  in  consequence  an  appeal 
had  to  be  made  to  the  Besident  Magistrate's 
Court,  which  decided  that  the  rate  levied  for  June 
was  valid. 

Mr.  SHBEHAN  said,  with  regard  to  the  point 
raised  bv  the  honorable  member  for  Wairau,  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  mentioned  it  to  him 
previously,  and  he  would  take  steps  to  have  a 
clause  to  meet  the  case  introduced  mto  the  Bill 
during  its  passage  through  the  other  House.  The 
point  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waimea  was  of  some  importance,  and  had  ap- 
parently been  overlooked  in  drafting  the  BilL  In 
this  case,  also,  he  would  have  a  clause  drawn  and 
proposed  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  one  o'clock 
•an. 

Mr,  SUcen* 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  5th  December,  1877. 


Pint  Beadings — Second  Beadlngt — Third  Rc«dinr— & 
William  Jerrois't  Visit  ~  Port  pf  Whangant  Bill- 
Strath  Taieri  Bailway  Bill  —  Canterbury  Bailvay 
Lands  Bill— Land  Bill— Nelson  and  WeatlaxMi  Coal 
BiU.  

The  Hon.  the  Sp£AKBS  Uxjk  the  chair  ml  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Financial  Arrangements  BiU,  Waste  Lands  Sale 
Bill,  Nelson  Gasworks  and  Waterworks  BiQ, 
Hutt  County  Offices  Bill,  Timaru  and  Gladstone 
Board  of  Works  Property  Vesting  BiU,  Middle 
Island  Half-caste  Crown  Grants  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Fozton  Reserves  BiU,  Nelson  Gasworiu  and 
Waterworks  BiU,  Timaru  and  Gladstone  Board  of 
Works  Property  Vesting  BiU. 

THIRD  READING. 
Government  Native  Land  Purchases  BilL 

SIR  W.  JERVOIS'S  VISIT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  gave  notioe  of  it 
in  consequence  of  the  memoranda  between  the 
Governor  and  Ministers  which  were  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Council  on  the  previous  daj  relat- 
ing to  the  proposed  vbit  to  this  colony  of  Sir 
William  Jervois  and  Colonel  Scratchley,  two  dis- 
tinguished officers  of  Royal  Engineers,  in  order 
to  report  on  the  best  means  for  profiding  for 
the  defence  of  the  harbours  of  New  ZealEmd. 
Those  gentlemen  were,  as  he  was  informed,  al- 
most if  not  entirely  at  the  head  of  this  specbl 
branch  of  their  profession.  The  neighbouring 
Australasian  Colonies,  being  desirous  to  put  their 
harbours  as  far  as  they  could  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence, appUed  to  the  Imperial  Gt>vemment  to 
grant  the  services  of  two  leading  officers  of  Royal 
Engineers,  to  advise  as  to  how  that  could  best  be 
done.  This  was  conceded,  and  the  two  officers  he 
had  mentioned  were  sent  to  Australia.  When 
those  gentlemen  arrived  there,  and  entered  upon 
their  task,  there  was  a  very  strong  expression  of 
public  opinion  throughout  varioiu  parts  of  New 
Zealand  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  this  cokmy 
should  also  have  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
their  advice  on  the  subject ;  and  shortly  before  the 
session  His  ExceUency,  at  the  request  of  bb  late 
Ministers,  sent  an  application,  he  understood,  to 
the  Imperial  Government  to  allow  Sir  WUlism 
Jervois  and  Colonel  Scratchley,  after  they  had 
completed  their  task  in  Australia,  to  visit  New 
Zealand,  examine  the  harbours,  and  report  how 
they  coold  best  be  defended  within  the  means 
likely  to  be  ■  at  the  disposal  of  the  colony. 
The  Imperial  Gx>vernment,  at  the  request  of 
the  colony  so  conveyed,  authorized  the  officers 
to  visit  New  Zealand  ,•  and  accordingly  the  cor- 
respondence on  the  table  commenced  with  an 
intimation  from  Sir  WUliam  Jervob  that  he  was 
now  ready  to  visit  New  Zealand,  and  he  asked 
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that  tbe  "Hinemoa"  might  be  sent  to  Hobart 
Town  for  him.  In  a  subsequent  telegram  he 
asked  t)mt  the  '^  Hinemoa  "  might  be  sent  to  tlie 
Blufif  only,  to  convey  him  thence  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  colony  as  might  be  found  necessary.  It 
appeared  1o  him  (Mr.  HttU)  that  the  colony,  after 
baring  dealt  with  the  Imperial  Goyemmeut,  was 
honorably  committed  to  go  on  with  this  work ; 
that  the  original  invitation  was  really  the  act  of 
the  colony,  and  should  not  have  been  revoked 
without  very  urgent  reasons.  He  was  aniious  by 
the  resolution  he  had  tabled  to  ascertain  whether 
those  reasons  existed,  and  therefore  he  asked  what 
were  tbe  special  services  which  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  send  the  "Hinemoa"  as  requested. 
They  hod  been  told  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  that 
the  "  Hinemoa "  would  be  despatched  with  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  (o  their  homes  in  the  North 
in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two.  She  would  there- 
fore be  in  working  order  at  the  time  required,  and 
nothing  would  be  easier  than,  when  she  had  oom- 

51eted  that  duty,  for  her  to  go  either  to  Hobart 
'own  or  to  the  Bluff.  They  read  in  tbe  memo- 
randa that  she  oould  not  be  spared,  and  he  thought 
honorable  members  were  entitled  to  be  informed 
what  the  special  services  were  which  rendered  it 
impossible  to  spare  her.  These  papers  further 
stated  that  Ministers,  on  understandmg  from  the 
GoTomor  that  it  was  open  to  the  colony  to  recon- 
sider the  arrangement,  went  on  to  state  that  tbe 
financial  position  of  the  colony  was  such  that 
they  did  not  think  it  was  expedient  that  this 
inquiry  should  be  gone  on  with ;  and  they  poei- 
tively  refused  the  services  of  the  "Hinemoa." 
He  wished  to  avoid,  especially  at  this  period  of 
the  session,  anything  which  might  be  considered 
irritating,  but  he  could  not  help  saying  that  the 
reply  to  tbe  Governor's  memorandum  No.  4  was, 
as  tne  Governor  justly  characterized  it,  "  curt," 
and  not  so  courteous  as  every  communication 
addressed  to  His  Excellencnrt  ftnd,  practically, 
through  him  to  the  Imperial  Government,  should 
have  been.  It  simply  said,  "  Ministers  regret 
that  the  '  Hinemoa,'  as  they  have  already  said, 
is  required  for  other  purposes."  He  regretted 
▼ery  much  that  the  decision  of  Ministers  was  not 
eonveyed  in  terms  more  fitting  and  courteous. 
Ministers  went  on  to  say  that  tliey  believed  the 
external  defence  of  the  colony  should  be  provided 
by  the  Imperial  Nnvy.  That  the  Imperial  Navy 
should  assist  in  the  defence  of  British  colonies 
they  would  all  agree ;   but  it  was  a  matter  for 

great  regret  that  Ministers,  speaking  on  behalf  of 
Tew  Z^land,  had  not  acknowledged  at  the  same 
time  that  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  tbe  colo- 
nies to  assist,  so  far  as  their  means  would  allow, 
in  the  important  work  of  their  own  defences. 
This  statement  on  the  part  of  New  Zealand  con- 
trasted most  unfavourably  with  tbe  conduct  of 
the  neighbouring  colonies.  The  whole  of  the 
Australian  Colonies,  he  believed,  had  not  only 
g  ladly  accepted  the  services  of  Sir  William  Jervois 
and  Colonel  Scratcbley,  but  he  gathered  from  the 
papers  that  in  most  of  them  steps  had  already 
been  taken  to  carry  out  their  recommenda- 
tions. He  thought,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  Government  shotild  have  acknowledged  tliat 
there  was  an  engagement  subsisting  on  the  part 
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of  the  colony,  which  it  was  their  duty  to  cany 
out.  He  did  not  think  that,  in  a  case  of  tiiis 
kind,  where  the  Governor,  at  tho  request  of 
a  previous  Ministry,  had  a^ked  tbe  Imperial 
Government  to  render  New  Zealand  a  certain 
service,  their  successors,  even  if  they  did  not 
altogetlier  agree  with  that  opinion,  should  so 
lightly  have  reversed  pirevious  action.  This  pro- 
ceeding might  place  the  oolony  in  a  very  unfor- 
tunate position  with  regard  to  tbe  Imperial  Go- 
vernment ;  and  at  a  future  time,  if  we  should 
happen  to  request  Imperial  assistance,  he  should 
not  be  surprised  if  we  were  less  likely  to  obtain  it 
than  we  otherwise  should  have  been.  Tbe  finan- 
cial difficulties  raised  by  Ministers  were  not  at 
all  satisfactory  :  in  fact,  he  miglit  deseribe  them 
as  of  a  flim»y  character.  What  was  it  that 
was  asked  for  in  the  present  case?  Not  to 
authorize  expenditure  on  the  works  of  defence 
which  might  oe  ultimately  recommended.  That 
question  Parliament  would  have  bad  to  consider 
when  they  received  a  report,  and  they  might  or 
might  not  consider  they  were  justified  in  going 
on  with  the  proposed  works.  All  that  was 
asked  at  the  present  time  was,  that  a  small 
expenditure  should  be  incurred  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  salaries  of  those  officers  while  en- 
gaged in  tbe  discbarge  of  this  duty,  and  for  tbeir 
travelling  expenses  while  in  the  colony.  He  could 
not  know  exactly  what  the  amount  would  come 
to,  but,  as  far  as  he  could  gather,  it  would  not 
have  amounted  to  more  than,  at  the  outside,  one 
or  two  thousand  pounds.  It  was  altogether  out  of 
the  question  to  pretend  that  a  colony  which  was 
spending  at  the  rate  of  about  three  millions  a 
year  could  not  have  afibrded  a  couple  of  thousand 
pounds  to  get  the  best  professional  opinions  which 
could  be  obtained  upon  the  means  of  defendmg 
its  harbours.  That  was  why  he  believed  tliat 
Ministers  had  acted  wrongly  on  this  occasion.  He 
did  not  think  their  action  was  justifiable.  More* 
over,  it  was  exceedingly  unwise,  because,  if  this 
statement  of  the  alleged  difficulties  of  our  finan- 
cial position  went  abroad,  as  of  course  it  would, 
it  would  cause  comment  not  only  in  tlie  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  but  in  tbe  mother  -  country, 
where  it  would  be  published  on  authority  of  New 
Zealand  Ministers  tlmt  New  Zealand  had  refused 
the  services  of  leading  officers  of  the  Royal  £n- 

ffmeers  because  it  could  not  afford  to  pay  a  few 
lundred  pcunds  for  their  salary  and  travelling 
expenses.  That  would  do  more  damage  to  our 
credit  than  almost  any  other  proceeding  which  the 
Government  could  have  adopted.  He  had  not 
bad  an  opportunity  of  reading  over  the  memo- 
randa since  they  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  in 
a  printed  form ;  but,  speaking  from  memory,  he 
considered  that  tbe  opinion,  as  expressed  by 
Ministers,  that  the  defence  of  this  colony  from 
external  aggression  was  not  to  be  part  of  our  own 
duty,  but  was  to  devolve  upon  the  Imperial  Navy, 
was  an  unworthy  position  for  our  Ministers  to 
take  up.  No  doubt  we  might  fairly  expect 
assistance  from  the  Imperial  Government,  but 
we  could  not  reasonably  ask  for  it  unless  we  put 
our  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  did  as  much 
as  in  us  lay  to  provide  for  our  own  protection. 
The  physi^  ocoifiguration  of  this  colony,  and 
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tbt  maimer  in  which  it  wia  fettled,  were  stsch 
M  rendered  it  etpeeudlT  ineumbent  upon  us  to 
proride  for  the  defence  of  ita  berboars.  The  settle- 
menta  in  New  Zealand,  being  to  a  greater  extent 
located  on  ita  coaat  than  thoae  of  almoat  anj  other 
colony,  were  more  ezpoeed  to  attacks  bjaea,  and 
thereiore  it  waa  more  incumbent  upon  them, 
if  thej  wished  to  live  in  anjthing  like  aafetj  for 
tbemaelres  or  their  propertj,  to  make  proriaion 
for  the  defence  of  the  harbours.  The  resolution 
of  which  he  had  giren  notice  he  did  not  think 
oonld  poaaibljr  be  objected  to — in  fact,  it  was 
hardlj  aa  atrong  aa  he  thought  the  occasion 
would  hare  warranted  ;  but  he  bad  written  it  on 
the  apor  of  the  moment,  and  he  preferred  to  pro- 
poae  it  in  the  shape  in  which  it  stood.  In  con- 
ohision,  he  felt  bound  to  state  his  oonriction  that, 
from  what  he  knew  of  the  public  feeling  of  the 
eoIooT  on  thia  subject.  Ministers  in  the  course 
thcrf  had  taken  had  not  represented  fairl/  the 
fe^ng  of  the  colon j  on  thia  subject ;  and  that, 
when  what  thej  had  done  came  to  be  thoroughly 
known,  the  peoi^  of  New  Zealand  would  genendly 
disapprore  of  the  course  thej  had  taken. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'  That  it 
ia  desirable  this  Council  should  be  informed  what 
are  the  duties  for  which  the  serrices  of  the  Oo- 
remment  steamer  'Hinemoa'  will  be  required 
during  December  and  January,  and  which  ren- 
dered it  im]^ib]e  to  plaoe  that  yessel  at  the 
disposal  of  Sir  W.  Jerrois  and  Ook>nel  Soratchley, 
*  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  report  on  the 
defence  of  the  harbours  of  New  Zealand." — (i/oii. 
Mr,  MalL) 

The  Hon.  Ck>lonel  BRETT,  in  concurring  with 
the  TiewB  just  stated  bj  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  could 
not  help  expressing  deep  pain  at  the  humiliating 
position  in  which  Hia  Kzoellencj  Sir  William 
Jerroia  had  been  placed  bj  the  action  of  the 
preaent  Gk>Temment  in  refuting  the  yerr  modeat 
requeat  which  had  been  made,  and  which  was 
always  granted  on  similar  occasions.  He  be* 
liered  that  the  yisit  of  these  distinguished  officers 
and  their  report  would  only  haye  cost  £2,000. 
Surely  the  country  waa  in  a  poaition  to  pay  that 
anm.  Oonld  it  not  hare  been  taken  out  of  the 
amount  that  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Qoyemment  for  the  Yolnnteer  and  Militia 
serviceaF 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASBR.— From  the  hono- 
rarium. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  would  be  quite 
willing  to   aacrifice  his  honorarium  for  such  a 
purpose.    It  waa  a  work  which  the  countiy  ex-  i 
pected  the  Ghnremment  to  carry  out.    The  people  I 
of  the  colony  had  for  many  yeara  been  dissatis-  I 
fied  with  the  money  which  had  been  larished  > 
upon    military    matters.     He    also  fdt  deeply  > 
pained  at  the  false  position  in  which  the  Marquis  , 
of  Normanby  had  been  placed  by  hisAdrisers.  ! 
He  considered  that  erery  line  of  Ministers'  me-  | 
moranda  contained  an  insult  to  Hia  Excellency 
the  Goremor,  an  inault  to  the  country,  and  an  ' 
inault  to  Sir  William  Jeryois.    The  Cwyemment 
had  broken  faith  with  that  distinguished  officer. 
(Sir  William    Jerrois    was   not  a  commonplace 
officer.    He  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
officers   of  the   day,   and   a   gentleman  whose 
ifea.  Jfr.  SaU 


writings  on  fortification  were  standard  works  in 
every  drilized  nation  in  Europe,  and  who  was 
quoted  as  a  very  high  authority.    Surely,  when 
it  was  known  that  this  officer  was  ooosing  to 
Australia  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  up<m  the 
defences  there,  it  was  only   natural  that  this 
colony  should  desire  to  avail  itself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  afforded  to  obtain  the  advice  of  ao 
experienced  an  authority.     The  late  GK>vemnent 
therefore  applied  to  the  Imperial  Government, 
who  gave  their  sanction  to  Sir  William  Jervob 
and  Colonel  Scratchley  visiting  New  Zealand, 
and  those  officers  themselves  ch^rfuUy  ezpreased 
their  willingness  to  undertake  the  duty.     When 
all  the  arrangements  were  made  tlie  preaent  Qo- 
vemment  took  the  most  unexpected  course  dis- 
closed by  the  niemorauda.    When  the  Colonial 
Secretary  informed  him  the  other  day,  in  anawer 
to    a    question,  that    this  distinguished    officer 
would  be  in  New  Zealand  by  the  end  of  next 
month  these  memoranda  had   been  concocted, 
and  surely  his  honorable  friend  could  not  have 
been  ttirowing  du»t  in  the  eyes  of  the  Council 
to  deceive  them.     He  had  too  high  an  opinion 
of  the    honorable   gentleman    to   suppose   that 
that  was  the  case;  but  it  had  the  appearance 
of  it    It  was  an  acknowledged  principle  that  in- 
coming Ministries  should  recognize  agreements 
made  between  their  predecessors  and  the  Minia- 
triea  of  other  nations ;  but  had  the  preaent  Go- 
vernment comj^ied  with  that  rule  P     They  ought 
to  have  implicitly  done  so ;   it  was  a  p<Hnt  of 
honor ;  and  a  sense  of  duty  should  have  conrpelled 
them  to  carry  out  the  arrangement  made  by  the 
late  Government.    He  hoped  this  country  poe- 
sessed  men  of  loyalty,  men  of  courage,  and  men 
of  feeling  who  would  devote  whatever  resoorees 
were  at  their  command  towards  defending  the 
country  from  any  invasion  or  from  any  internal 
enemy  ;  and  it  waa  upon  the  loyalty  and  courage 
of  their  countirmen  that  they  mu»t  depend.    It 
was  in  times  of  peace  that  all  civilizea  nations 
placed  themselves  in  a  state  of  preparedneaa  for 
war.    If  the  country  was  not  in  a  poaition  to 
spend  large  sums  of  money  n|>on  a  seneral  aya- 
tem  of  defence,  it  could    utiliae    Sir  William 
Jervois's  report  and  plans  by  using  priaon  labovr 
for  the  purpose  of,  nom  time  to  time,  erecting 
breaatworka  and  forta,  at  a  trifling  coat.     They 
knew  not  the  day  when  thia  country  might  be 
overwhelmed  with  immigrants  who  could  not  get 
the  means  of  support,  and  then  the  country  could 
employ  them  on  these  defence  works,  as  in  India 
thousands  of  the  starving  people  were  being  em- 
ployed on  public  works.     The  present  Govcra- 
ment,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  had  not  the  chivalrona 
feelings  and  high  principles  that  would  compel 
them  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment in  this  matter.    He  vras  sure  thai  the 
late  Government  would  not  have  acted  io  the 
same  discourteous  manner.    He  pitied  men  who 
could  be  so  discourteous  and  so  wantingia  proper 
regard  for  honesty  and  uprightness.    He  Degswd 
to  move,  as  an  amendment,  the  following  additioa 
to  the  motion  of  tlie  Hon.  Mr.  Hall :  That  thia 
Council  has  learned  with  regret  that  the  preaent 
Government  has  declined  to  give  effect  to  the 
arrangement  made  by  Hia  Excellency  the   Go- 
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Temor,  on  the  advice  of  the  Ute  Ministir,  for 
obtaining  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  detences 
of  the  colony  by  Sir  William  Jervois,  whose  ser- 
Tices  hare  been  granted  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Imperial  Government. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRA.SER  said  they  had 
lately  seen  the  Hon.  Mr.  Man  tell  wishing  to 
exclude  explosive  substances  from  the  colony : 
now  they  had  explosive  natures  in  this  Council. 
They  had  twice  blown  up  the  Municipal  Cor- 
poration of  Wellingtion,  and,  not  satisfied  with 
that,  they  had  now  blown  up  the  Government. 
He  was  not  an  alarmist,  and  had  always  spoken 
against  any  attempt  to  fortif r  the  harbours.  In 
the  first  place,  they  had  twelve  harbours  which 
would  have  to  be  fortified.  They  had  seen  that 
in  the  neighbouring  colony  of  Victoria  they  were 
Terr  unwilling  to  carry  out  the  report  of  Sir 
William  Jervois  on  account  of  its  cost.  There 
they  had  onlj  one  harbour  to  defend,  and  the 
proposed  expenditure  was  £350,000.  Here  up- 
waras  of  one  million  of  money  would  be  required 
for  the  purpose.  The  enemy  most  to  be  dreaded 
in  this  colony  was  their  debt,  and,  instead  of  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  this  matter  shaking 
the  credit  of  the  colony  at  Home,  it  would  have 
the  opposite*  effect.  It  would  show  that  they 
were  honest  and  wished  to  pay  their  debt,  and 
did  not  want  to  add  to  that  debt.  There  was  a 
committee  now  sitting  at  Woolwich,  and  they  were 
not  at  all  satisfied  that  they  had  yet  attained 
the  proper  system  of  defending  harbours,  and 
were  making  experiment  upon  experiment  with 
the  torpedo  system.  Sir  Donald  McLean  had  been 
conducting  correspondence  on  the  subject,  but 
he,  no  doubt,  only  intended  to  spend  a  few 
thousand  pounds  in  placing  torpedoes  at  the 
mouths  of  the  harbours.  It  would  be  a  waste  of 
time  and  money  to  bring  those  officers  here  to 
make  a  report  on  the  harbotirs,  because,  whatever 
system  Ihey  recommended,  if  the  colony  carried 
it  out  it  would  be  antiquated  before  it  was 
finished.  Year  after  year  new  inventions  came  out 
which  would  render  all  attempts  to  fortify  their 
ports  perfectly  futile.  He  therefore  thought  the 
€U>vernment  had  taken  a  very  wise  step,  and 
that  if  they  would  pay  attention  to  retrenchment 
throughout  the  country  they  would  be  getting 
rid  of  the  most  formidable  enemy  that  the  colony 
ever  had — ^namely,  an  overwhelming  and  crush- 
iog  debt. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Brett  had  accused  the  Gt>vemment  of 
throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  Council,  but  he 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  himself  had 
succeeded  in  kicking  up  a  considerable  dust.  He 
would  not  enter  into  the  question  of  defences. 
They  remembered  the  old  saying,  that  "there 
was  nothing  like  leather,'*  and  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  thought  there 
was  nothing  like  breastworks ;  but  breastworks 
could  be  thrown  up  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the 
question  before  tnem  was  a  fair  more  serious 
matter.  But  he  would  not  enter  into  that  question, 
which  he  thought  was  not  within  their  province 
just  at  present,  or  at  any  rate  upon  the  motion 
put  before  them.  He  was  not  going  to  say  that 
the  Governor  had  been  humiliated.    He  was  not 


going  to  agree  that  any  one  had  been  hmniliated 
or  insulted.  He  preferred  to  take  a  practical 
view  of  the  question.  The  honorable  gentleman 
jumped  at  conclusions,  and  did  not  look  at  the 
intermediate  questions.  The  present  Government 
had  been  blamed,  and  he  was  not  about  to  stand 
up  for  them.  He  was  a  supporter  of  all  Govern- 
ments so  lon^  ae  he  could  support  them  reason- 
ably and  consistently.  He  did  not  set  himself  up 
as  a  supporter  of  the  present  Government  spe- 
cially ;  but  why  should  they  be  blamed  ?  What 
did  the  late  Gt>vemment  do?  The  Legislature 
had  not  been  called  upon  to  express  any  opinion 
upon  the  subject.  It  was  not  put  before  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  there  had  been  no 
vote  taken  for  it.  Therefore  he  thought  the  pre- 
sent Gk>vernment  had  a  right  to  consider  the 
question  as  it  came  before  them.  If  their  prede- 
ceasors  had  taken  the  opinion  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentativee,  if  they  had  placed  a  vote  on  the 
Estimates,  the  present  Government  would  have 
been  inexcusable  for  their  action.  AfUr  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  had  expressed  an 
opinion  by  passing  a  vote,,  they  would  have  been 
bound  to  take  the  course  now  urged  upon  them. 
He  did  not  like  to  hear  such  strong  language  used 
as  "humiliation  of  Governors."  Such  language 
should  only  be  used  in  very  extreme  cases.  Of 
course  this  was  not  part  of  the  real  question  before 
the  Council,  because  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Bir. 
Hall  was  very  simple,  and  only  asked  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  services  in  which  the  **  Hinemoa  " 
was  to  be  engaged.  Bui  when  honorable  members 
wandered  away  from  that  and  went  into  another 
subject,  it  ought  to  be  raised  on  another  motion. 
As,  however,  the  question  had  been  raised,  he 
had  ventured  to  express  his  opinions,  because 
why  should  thev  condemn  the  Government  with- 
out a  hearing?  He  did  not  see  that  they  had 
done  anything  so  very  wrong.  The  action  of  the 
Prime  Minister  was  one  thing ;  but  was  there  no 
justification  for  it  ?  Perhaps  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary could  throw  some  light  on  that  subject. 
He  would  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  li£r. 
Hall,  and  he  did  not  think  that  motion  should  be 
intercepted  by  an  addition  of  a  totally  different 
character. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  would  not 
have  allowed  the  addition  to  be  put  to  the  Coun- 
cil if  he  had  not  been  of  opinion  that  it  was  rele- 
vant. He  looked  upon  the  addition  as  of  an 
analogous  character. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  explained  that  he 
did  not  for  a  moment  venture  to  say  that  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  put  an  improper  motion,  but 
he  said  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Brett  had  raised  the  question  on  a  sepa- 
rate motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  that  unfortu- 
nately he  was  under  the  impression  that  there 
was  merely  to  be  a  question  asked  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  was  therefore  quite  unprepared  for  anj 
discussion;  but,  as  the  whole  matter  was  now 
before  the  Council,  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  saying  that  he  thought  it  unfortunate  that  the 
Government  should  have  taken  the  exact  means 
they  bad  taken  to  arrest  the  intended  action 
which  was   referred   to   hj  this  motion*     He 
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thought  it  unfortunate  that  when  the  Gorern- 
ment  c-aroe  into  olBc<%ditapproving  of  Sir  William 
Jerroitf's  inUndeJ  Ti^^it,  ae,  for  the  take  of  argu- 
ment, he  would  consider  ihry  did,  they  did  not 
notify  to  that  gentleman  in  time  their  opinion 
that  his  terrices  would  not  be  required.  The 
only  thing  he  regretted  in  the  whole  correapond- 
ence  wot  the  apporent  ditoourtety  to  Sir  William 
Jerrois  in  the  sudden  manner  in  which  this 
change  in  the  mind  of  the  colony  was  notified. 
For  hii  own  part,  he  did  not  think  it  was  an 
intentional  discourtesy  or  disrespect.  The  pro- 
bability  was  that,  in  the  hurry  and  agitation  of 
business,  this  amongst  other  and  he  trusted  not  too 
many  iuiportant  matters  mi^ht  hare  been  orer- 
looked  by  the  Goremme nt.  No  doubt  the  colony 
stood  in  an  undesirable  position  in  regard  to  the 
whole  question.  The  nature  of  the  correspond- 
ence that  had  taken  place  between  the  Premier 
and  His  Excellency  snowed,  he  thought,  that,  at 
any  rate,  the  riews  of  tlie  Gh>Temment  had 
•omewhat  rapidly  matured  on  the  subject.  What 
he  regretted  was  that  the  Q-ovemment,  enter- 
taining the  opinions .  they  apparently  did,  had 
not  brought  the  matter  before  the  consideration 
of  the  Hoose  of  Parliament  at  an  early  date. 
As  he  had  said  before,  he  did  not  think  that  any 
difcourtesy  which  might  hure  been  shown  by 
Ministers  to  Sir  William  Jerrois  in  this  matter 
was  in  any  way  intentional.  From  his  experience 
of  the  colony  ho  beliered  they  had  not  yet 
oome  to  such  a  position  that  their  public  men 
were  prepared  intentionally  to  show  discourtesy 
to  an  Imperial  officer.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
accept  that  position.  The  correspondence,  he 
thought,  showed  a  considerable  amount  of  clumsi- 
ness on  the  part  of  Ministers.  When  a  Oovem- 
ment  wished  to  show  discourtesy  they  did  not 
ffenernUy  go  out  of  their  way  to  be  clumsy. 
He  thought  tlie  correspondence  showed  that  the 
Government  were  desirous  of  economizing  in  a 
legitimate  direction.  It  was  a  perfectly  open 
question  whether  the  expenditure  ueceseaJrily  in- 
▼olved  in  this  proposal  was  an  adrisablo  expendi- 
ture in  the  condition  of  the  colony.  More  than 
that,  there  was  the  fact  that  the  QoTemment 
must  hare  known  that,  if  they  had  not  even  at  the 
eleyenth  hour  intervened  in  some  way,  pro  tanto 
they  would  haye  oommiited  themselves  to  the 
expenditure  such  a  recommendation  would  in* 
Tolve  —  that  was,  to  the  extent  .to  which  they 
were  approvers  of  the  suggestion  for  harbour 
defences.  But  let  it  not  l^  fur  a  moment  sup- 
posed that  he  was  exculpating  the  Government. 
He  contended  that  the  Gt>vernment,  in  a  matter  of 
this  great  importance,  ought  to  have  taken  some 
decided  action,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  sur- 
prised into  a  correspondence  of  this  kind.  The 
least  the  Government  were  bound  to  do  was  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
and  in  the  meantime  in  their  correspondence  with 
the  Governor  on  the  subject  they  ought  to  have 
been  more  guarded,  and  ought  to  have  expressed 
themselves  in  a  manner  less  open  to  cavil.  He 
oould  not  sit  down  without  alluding  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  most  studied  courte^  in  the  con- 
duct of  all  public  correspondence  with  officers  of 
tho  Imperial  Government.  He  looked  with  alarm 
Hon,  Dr,  &rac§ 


at  any  even  aeeidental  cuiinefls  or  diseourieaj  m 
correspondence  between  tlie  Government  of  thia 
colony  and  gentlemen  repreeeoting  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen. 

Tlie  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  the  Qo- 
vemroen*.  had  been  aaMuled  by  several  lionorable 
members,  and  in  most  unmeasured  terms  by  the 
lion.  Colonel  Brett.  Were  it  not  for  the  hi^ 
opinion  they  had  of  the  honorable  gentleman'a 
character,  and  the  positive  certainty  tlutt  he  spoke 
without  arrikr*  pengSe  and  that  the  worat  w»a 
on  his  lips,  he  would  say  that  the  honorable 
gentleman's  language  was  exceedingly  diseoor* 
teous  lo  Ministers,  and  most  impn^ier  to  apply  in 
a  half-heard  case.  The  actual  question  before 
them  was,  whether  or  not  it  was  desirable  that  the 
Council  should  be  informed  what  were  the  datiaa 
on  which  the  "Hinemoa**  was  to  be  onplojed 
which  would  preclude  her  being  placed  at  tlie  dis- 
posal of  Sir  William  Jervoia.  He  did  not  propose 
to  give  a  schedule  of  the  services  for  which  that 
steamer  was  detailed  for  the  next  few  iiM>ntha,biit 
might  say,  in  a  general  way,  that  the  Govenunent 
had  purposes  to  which  they  intended  to  devote 
her  of  great  importance  to  the  colony,  and  whieh 
render^  it  absolutely  imperative  in  their  opinion 
to  have  her  available  at  any  moment.  Inasmudi 
as  those  circumstances  were  not  entirely  within 
their  own  control,  tliey  thought  it  would  be  im- 
proper, as  it  might  be  exceedingly  ineonveoient^ 
to  enter  into  any  details  on  the  aulject.  Bnt, 
with  regard  to  the  immediate  future,  he  might 
say  tliat,  as  soon  as  the  steamer  had  taken  mem- 
bers to  their  homes,  she  would  be  required  to 
proceed  to  tho  Three  Kings  to  relieve  penpons 
there  who  would  be  soon  in  distress  for  suppli^. 
This  would  engage  her  for  considerably  paat 
the  period  at  which  Sir  William  Jerrois  was 
expected.  Had  that  been  all  honorable  gentle- 
men were  anxious  to  know,  the  debate  wouki 
not  have  lasted  long;  but  it  appeared  that 
under  cover  of  thia  motion  it  was  desired  to 
rip  up  the  whole  question  of  the  unfortanate 
correspondence  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Council.  He  oould  not  help  think- 
ing that  this  correspondence  had  entirely  arisen 
from  a  misconception  on  the  part  of  ererybody 
concerned.  He  thought  it  arose  originally  in  a 
misconception  on  the  part  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. It  seemed  that  they  had  followed  their 
leaders  in  the  same  way  as  the  other  colonies  had 
done  in  asking  for  a  vuit  from  Sir  William  Jer» 
rois,  and  had  done  so  without  very  great  refieo- 
tion,  and  without  making  any  provision  for  it. 
They  seemed  to  have  entirely  foreotten  it,  and 
there  were  no  records  of  such  a  Uiing  at  all  in 
the  offices.  The  House  was  never  invited  to 
express  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  although  tho 
late  Government  was  in  office  during  the  Bn/k 
three  months  of  the  session.  That  was  the  first 
mi-)conoeptio!i.  Then  he  thought  that  the  late 
Ministry,  in  following  the  lead  of  the  neieb* 
bouring  colonies,  fell  into  an  error  whieh  uao 
pervaded  those  colonies.  There  was  some  ecars 
at  the  time  when  the  Busso-Turkiah  war  broke 
out,  and,  without  much  reflection,  the  colo- 
nists wislied  to  defend  their  harbours.  Now, 
however,  when  it  tamed   out   that   the  Boa- 
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tlans  bad  rather  caught  a  Tartar  in  the  Turks, 
people*!  minds  had  a  little  altered,  and  in  Aus- 
tralia the  carefullj-prcpared  reports  of  these 
officers  were  praoticallj  thrown  aside  as  waste 
paper.  He  would  ask  whether  it  was  not  more 
respectful  to  those  officers  not  to  trouble  them  to 
come  here  than  to  ask  them  to  come  and  then, 
when  they  had  carefullj  prepared  reports  and 
plans,  to  throw  them  on  one  sioe  bj  a  TOte  of  Par- 
liament. He  thought,  when  the  colony  had  reason 
to  beliere  that  the  necessity  for  this  measure  was 
past,  it  would  be  most  improper,  looking  at  it  as 
a  new  qnestiou,  to  inrite  these  gentlemen  to  in- 
spect the  harbours  and  to  make  recommenda- 
tions for  carrying  out  works  which  the  colony 
would  not  execute.  The  Government,  however, 
thought  it  was  not  a  case  of  that  character.  They 
did  not  regard  it  as  a  new  thing.  The  Government 
had  great  difficulty  in  finding  out  what  were  the 
fiactt  of  the  case.  They  wrre  prepared,  from  the 
first,  to  have  received  Sir  WiUiam  Jervois,  and  to 
have  shown  him  the  consideration  due  to  his  dis- 
tinguished services,  his  high  attainments,  and  his 
high  position  in  these  colonies.  No  person  could 
be  more  sensible  of  that  gentleman's  high  charac- 
ter and  position  than  himself  (Colonel  Whitmore). 
He  had  been  intimate  with  Sir  William  Jervois 
for  many  years,  he  had  served  with  him  through 
more  than  one  campaign,  and  he  had  even  been  in 
correspondence  with  him  since  his  arrival  in  this 
oolony.  He  knew  no  one  in  the  scientific  branch 
of  the  service  for  whom  he  had  a  higher  respect 
than  for  Sir  William  Jervois,  and  he  would  be 
the  last  person  to  put  any  afiVont  on  him.  Then 
came  the  next  misconception,  which  appeared  to 
him  to  have  pervaded  the  minds  of  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  also — that  was  with  regard  to 
the  employment  of  the  **  Hinemoa"  in  going  over 
to  Hobart  Town  to  bring  Sir  William  Jervois  to 
the  colony.  That  was  not  a  question  at  issue  at 
all.  Not  only  did  the  Government  not  propose 
to  do  that,  but  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
did  not  even  wish  them  to  do  so.  His  Excel- 
lency made  no  secret  of  that.  He  informed  the 
Qovemment,  though  it  did  not  appear  in  the 
memoranda,  that  he  thought  it  was  unreason- 
able. He  could  hardly  suppose,  therefore,  that 
this  would  be  laid  to  their  blame.  Then  it 
appeared  that,  during  a  sitting  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  Council,  a 
message  was  brought  to  the  Premier,  asking 
him  to  give  an  immediate  answer  to  the  tele- 
gram which  appeared  on  page  2  of  the  corre- 
spondence. The  answer  to  that  was  written  with 
telegraphic  brevity  as  an  answer  to  a  telegram. 
There  was  no  intention  to  show  discourtesy  or 
ourlness,  and  it  was  intended  to  be  of  exactly 
the  same  description  as  the  communication  to 
which  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  reply.  His  Ex- 
eellency,  however,  fell  into  a  not  unnatural  error 
in  confequence  of  the  shortness  of  the  com- 
munication, which  he  called  a  ''curt"  reply.  His 
Bxeellency  then  went  on  to  say  that  if  Mmisters 
did  not  wish  Sir  William  Jervois  to  come  here 
they  had  better  say  so.  In  doing  that,  he  sent 
the*  memorandum  by  Major  Atkinson,  which  they 
then  saw  for  the  first  time.  Ministers,  in  reply, 
apologifod  ioit  aaything  that  might  have  been  at 


all  supposed  to  be  curt  or  disrespectful,  and  in- 
formed His  Excellency  that  they  had  been  un- 
aware, until  the  receipt  of  his  communication, 
that  they  had  any  option  as  regards  Sir  William 
Jervois's  visit.  As  a  proof  of  this,  he  might  9av 
that  they  had  placed  on  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates £2,000  to  provide  the  necessary  funds ; 
but  when  they  found  they  had  an  option  they 
reviewed  the  whole  thing  as  de  novo.  They 
observed  that  the  neighbouring  colonies,  after 
having  employed  Sir  William  Jervois  and  re- 
ceived his  report,  had  laid  it  aside  on  account 
of  the  expense,  and  that  those  colonies  had  but 
a  single  harbour  each  to  defend ;  and  they  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  not  hope  to 
carry  out  such  works  in  this  colony,  where  there 
were  so  many  harbours  to  defend,  and  where,  if 
they  left  one  port  undefended,  they  would  cause 
great  dissatisfaction.  That  was  the  theory  that 
Ministers  formed,  and,  thinking  that  Sir  William 
Jervois  should  not  be  put  to  any  inconvenience  at 
all,  and  should  be  told  of  their  change  of  mind 
beforehand,  they  wrote  to  His  Excellency  to  say 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  they  would 
be  obliged  if  he  would  communicate  with  Sir 
William  Jervois  and  ask  him  to  postpone  his 
visit.  His  Excellency  appeared  to  have  hardly 
gathered  the  meaning  of  Ministers,  because  he 
said  that  they  proposed  to  postpone  the  visit 
indefinitely.  He  did  not  thmk  that  was  the 
intention,  but  even  if  they  had  recommended 
that  the  visit  be  indefinitely  postponed  he  did 
not  think  that  anybody  should  blame  them.  The 
position  of  the  Government  was  this:  At  first 
they  thought  they  were  bound  to  bring  Sir 
William  Jervois  to  the  colony ;  they  were  'vnlling 
to  make  proper  provision  for  it,  and  placed  on 
the  Supplementarr  Estimates  £2,000;  but  they 
could  not  give  him  the  Government  steamer, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  have  at  their  beck  and 
call  for  purposes  of  State.  They  were,  however, 
prepared  to  engage  suitable  steamer  accommoda- 
tion, and,  as  honorable  members  knew,  the  present 
steam  communication  on  the  coast  was  of  a  very 
high  order.  They  had  been  prepared  to  receive 
Sir  William  Jervois  as  an  officer  of  so  much  dis- 
tinction should  be  received,  and  to  lay  his  report 
before  Parliament  as  soon  as  Parliament  was  as- 
sembled. That  they  would  have  done,  believing 
they  had  no  choice ;  but  when  they  wrre  practi- 
cally required  to  take  the  whole  responsibility  for 
his  visit,  and  oonsiderine  that  it  was  no  use  asking 
him  to  come  here  if  his  recommendations  were 
not  to  be  adopted,  they  did  not  wish  to  put 
him  to  inconvenience  for  nothing.  They  felt  that 
this  oolony  was  under  great  obligations  to  the 
mother-conn  try,  and  that  it  was  their  duty,  as 
it  should  be  their  pride,  to  show  every  possible 
respect  to  officers  of  the  Imperial  Gh>vernment, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that,  should  occasion  arise, 
they  would  show  a  sense  of  their  obligations.  Even 
on  a  recent  occasion,  when  a  distant  part  of  the 
Empire  needed  assistance.  New  2«ealand  sent 
Home  very  handsome  subscriptions — a  fact  which 
reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the  people  of  the 
oolony.  The  (^vemment  understood  the  feeling 
oi  the  people,  and  would  endeavour  to  take  it  as 
their  gude ;  but  there  were  ways  in  which  their 
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lojaltj  could  be  shown  betides  going  to  the  ex- 
pense of  building  fortifirations  at  every  harbour 
in  the  colony.  They  could  perhaps  do  much  more 
by  reliering  England  of  a  risk  in  defending  the 
colony  from  internal  enemies  than  they  could  by 
taking  up  expensive  works  of  fortification.  Only 
the  otlier  day  at  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  there 
was  a  danger  of  an  outbreak  in  which  Imperial 
troops  might  have  been  required,  though,  in  the 
end,  that  colony  did  not  want  any  assistance 
from  the  Imperial  troops.  When  they  had  made 
themselves  more  secure  against  the  internal 
enemy  in  the  way  of  opemn^  up  the  country 
by  means  of  roads  and  bridges,  they  would  be 
able  to  devote  money  to  the  improrement  of  the 
harbours  by  constructing  fortifications.  He  hoped 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  proposed  the  motion 
would  withdraw  it,  and  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  had  moved  the  amendment  would  not 
attempt,  at  that  late  period  of  the  session,  to  pass 
what  might  be  considered  a  vote  of  censure  upon 
the  Government  on  false  issues  and  by  a  side-wind. 
Let  them  bring  down  a  distinct  motion.  The 
Gt>vemment  thought  there  had  been  a  miscon- 
ception in  the  matter,  or  else  honorable  gentle- 
men would  never  have  expressed  themselves  so 
strongly  as  they  had.  The  6K>Ternment  entirely 
agreed  that  if  there  was  the  least  risk  of  beine 
disoourteous  to  Sir  William  Jervois  it  would 
have  been  undesirable  to  dispense  with  his  visit ; 
but  they  bad  no  reason  whatever  to  beliere  that 
the  action  they  had  taken  would  be  regarded  as 
discourteous.  They  considered  it  left  to  them 
to  decide  the  matter  which  way  they  liked,  and 
they  believed  that  in  declining  the  services  of 
those  gentlemen  they  had  only  done  what  the 
sense  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  in  this  country 
would  approve  of,  if  that  yisit  was  to  have  been 
followed  by  a  large  expenditure,  say  of  one  or 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  at  each  principal 
harbour.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  nad  only 
paid  the  moderate  expense  of  a  visit,  there  would 
nave  been  no  outcome  whatever  from  that  visit 
He  hoped  that  the  information  he  had  giren 
woald  satisfy  honorable  gentlemen,  and  that 
neither  the  motion  nor  the  amendment  would  be 
persisted  in,  because  he  thought  there  had  been 
nothing  to  justify  a  Tote  of  censure  upon  the 
Goremment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  regretted  that  the 
discussion  had  not  been  confined  to  the  resolution 
tabled  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Halt  Ko  doubt  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Brett,  who  had  moved  an  amendment, 
would  by  this  time  be  convinced  that  his  amend- 
ment either  did  not  go  far  enough  or  went  too 
far,  and  should  be  withdrawn.  At  the  same 
time,  he  regretted  that  the  information  elicited 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall's  resolution  had  been  so 
very  vague.  All  they  had  heard  was  that  the 
vessel  was  to  be  engaged ;  but  be  thought  it  would 
have  been  possible  for  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  have  said  in  what  work  she  was  to  be  engaged  : 
it  might  be  conveying  Ministers  about.  However, 
it  was  not  worth  while  discussing  the  matter,  and 
he  did  not  want  to  refer  to  the  correspondence 
any  more,  although  he  grieved  over  it.  The  ex- 
cuse made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
discourtesy  must  have  arisen  from  clumanais  in 
Hon,  Colonel  WhitmoTM 


writing  the  official  m^norandum  was  abeolotdy 
absurd.  If  any  colleague  of  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  who  was  new  to  official  life  had  written  the 
memorandum  he  couid  only  say  that  that  gentle- 
man was  highly  to  blame  for  not  having  called  iu 
the  advice  and  experience  of  the  Premier.  If  the 
Premier  wrote  the  memorandum,  the  assumption 
that,  though  there  was  an  apparent  disoourteinr, 
it  wss  not  intended,  must  fall  to  the  ground.  He 
had  the  greatest  respect  for  the  Premier,  and  ol 
all  his  chunu  to  respect  none  ranked  higher  than 
his  power  of  conducting  a  memorandummiad, 
from  whichever  side  ho  took.  He  hoped  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Brett  would  allow  the  disousaion 
on  this  jMunful  subject  to  cease. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  would  be  willing  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  as  he  had  elicited  the  infor- 
mation jnven. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  was  not  prepared  to 
speak  at  any  length  on  the  subject,  but  he  wislied 
to  express  his  regret  that  this  correspondeoee 
should  have  taken  place,  becausa  he  ootud  assure 
the  Colonial  Secretary  that  it  had  raised  a  great 
deal  of  ill-feeling  out  Of  doora.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  Government  had  been  for  some 
months  perfectly  aware  that  it  was  intended  to 
bring  Sir  William  Jervois  to  New  Zealaiid  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  our  harbours.  It  was 
also  welt  known  that  the  only  points  at  which  we 
could  be  defended  were  at  our  harbours,  and  that 
some  of  those  harbours  were  so  situated  that  for 
a  very  small  sum  they  could  be  fortified  ami 
made  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  attacks  from 
any  privateers  that  might  visit  our  coasts.  That, 
he  believed,  was  the  idea  of  the  late  GK>vem- 
ment  and  of  people  generally  who  had  Uiougfat 
upon  the  subject.    It  would  be  a  matter  for  veiy 

rt  regret  that,  after  everything  was  matured 
the  colony  getting  such  valuable  adviee,  it 
should  be  thrown  aside  upon  what  he  moat  con- 
sider to  be  inadequate  grounds.    There  wera  a 
ffreat  many  parties  to  this  arrangement,  and  the 
hd  that  the  Colonial  Office  in  EngUmd,  tiM 
Qoveruor  of  this  colony,  and  Sir  William  Jervois 
were  all  parties  to  it  should  have  weighed  wiA 
the  present  Government  before  they  t<^  such  a 
course  as  thev  had  adopted.    The  present  CK>TOTfi* 
ment  were  bound  in  honor  to  carry   out   tlia 
arrangement  which  had  been  entered  into  in  this 
respect.    It  had  been  said  that  no  roonej  waa 
voted  for  the  purpose,  and  that  there  was  nothiog 
upon  the  Estimates;  but  that  was  a  Tory  frivo- 
lous excuse.    It  was  said  that  the  amount  woald 
not  extend  over  one  or  two  thousand  pounda ;  yei 
scarcely  a  week  passed  in  whidi  the  GKyvonuneot 
did    not   enter    into   preliminary   arrangementa 
for  the  expenditure  of  much   more    thsm   one 
or  two  thousand  pounds  on  works  of  aU  kinda, 
such  as  surveys  of  railvrays,  and  the  Qovoru* 
ment  did  not  come  down  and  ask  PMrliameiit 
for  a  vote  before  such  preliminary  expenditvro 
was  incurred.    The  excuse  was  exlrem^y  £riiro- 
lous,  and  quite  unworthy  of  any  Govemmesit. 
It  was  his  opinion,  although  he  had  not  had  on 
opportunity  of  reading  aU  the  oorrespcyndonce, 
that  the  conduct  of  Ministers  in  the  tranaaotinm 
was  calculated  to  degrade  the  oolonv  in  tlio  o^vo 
of  her  Australian  neighbours,  and  also  «t  H<Hnt> 
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Was  it  to  be  supposed  tliat  this  matter  would  be 
passed  over  unnoticed  in  England  ?  Would  the 
Times  not  take  nolice  of  it  ?  Would  it  not  most 
Ukely  form  matter  for  a  leading  article  in  that 
ioumal,  and  would  not  the  position  of  New  Zea- 
land be  reflected  upon  ?  Would  it  not  affect  the 
financial  position  of  New  Zealand  in  the  London 
money  market  yery  materially  when  the  Premier 
of  the  colony  was  found  to  be  declaring  that  the 
Oovernnient  could  not  undertake  a  rerj  necessary 
work  because  the  colony  could  not  afford  to  ex- 
pend a  few  thousand  pounds,  and  that  at  the 
very  time  when  it  was  proposed  to  go  into  the 
English  money  market  and  ask  for  a  loan  of  from 
two  to  four  millions  of  money?  He  considered 
the  Gorernment  had  taken  a  course  which  would 
do  the  colony  the  greatest  possible  injury,  and  if 
they  had  wished  to  do  the  colony  an  injury  as 
regarded  the  state  of  its  finances  they  could  not 
have  succeeded  better  than  by  means  of  this  cor- 
respondence with  the  Governor.  It  had  been 
said  by  some  honorable  members  that  the  action 
of  the  GK>remment  had  been  consequent  upon  a 
desire  to  economize ;  but  ho  could  not  understand 
the  manner  in  which  they  purposed  to  economize. 
They  purposed  giving  much  larger  grants  to 
Tarious  bodies  than  were  given  before;  besides, 
they  had  taken  over  what  they  themseUes  esti- 
mated at  £880,000  of  land  revenue,  whidi  no 
previous  Government  had  had 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  thought  the  honor- 
able member  somewhat  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  Auckland  was 
to  got  £20,000  above  what  she  was  entitled  to— 
however,  he  would  not  trespass  further.  It  had 
also  been  said  that  the  Australian  Colonies  were 
not  adopting  the  plans  recommended  by  these 
officers  ;  but  from  the  very  latest  accounts  he  ob- 
served that  £350,000  had  been  voted  for  that 
purpose  by  Victoria.  As  to  the  other  colonics,  he 
believed  their  action  was  a  mere  question  of  time. 
In  Sydney  there  was  a  great  strife  between 
parties,  and  that  prevented  New  South  Wales 
undertaking  any  work  of  the  kind  for  the  pre- 
sent ;  but  ne  believed  that  the  plans  suggested 
by  Sir  William  Jervois  and  Colonel  Scratchley 
would  eventually  be  carried  out  by  the  other 
colonies.  He  could  only  express  his  regret  that 
this  correspondence  had  taken  place,  and  that 
the  colony  was  not  to  have  the  services  of  these 
officers  for  what  he  considered  to  be  a  veiy  neces- 
sary purpose. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  had  not 
wished  to  interrupt  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  but  he 
should  have  previously  asked  the  Hon.  Colond 
Brett  if  he  acceded  to  the  request  to  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  that,  as  the  ex- 
planation of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  had 
auite  satisfied  him,  he  would  ask  permission  of 
le  Council  to  withdraw  the  amendment  he  had 
moved. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  wished  to  say  that  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  but  he 
thought  there  was  one  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence before  the  Council  which  would  cause  very 
Benoo0  alarm  outside  the  colony  were  the  facts 


were  not  so  well  known.  That  was  the  following 
passage,  which  appeared  in  a  memorandum,  dated 
the  3rd  December,  by  the  Premier : — 

"  They  [Ministers]  feel  satisfied  that  New  Zea- 
land could  not  at  this  moment  incur  any  large 
expenditure  on  public  works  for  the  defence  of 
the  many  harbours  of  the  colony.  They  might, 
possibly  with  but  little  warning,  have  to  make 
provision  for  resisting  an  internal  enemy,  who 
might  prove  much  more  dangerous  than  any 
ext-emal  foe." 

The  only  inference  to  be  drawn  from  such  a 
passage  was  that  the  Ministry  anticipated  a  Na- 
tive war,  and  such  a  statement  must  inevitably 
cause  serious  injury  to  the  credit  of  the  colony. 
Nothing  could  possibly  injure  the  colony's  credit 
more  than  the  mere  fact  of  there  being  a  likelihood 
of  Native  disturbances.  He  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  Government  had  such  an  anticipa* 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  must  give  notice  of  the  question. 

Amendment  and  motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

PORT  OF  WHANGAREI  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  de- 
sired to  place  the  River  Whangarei  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council.  The  fact  was 
that  vessels  often  went  up  the  river  in  ballast, 
and  when  about  to  load  discharged  the  ballast 
into  the  stream,  and  created  shallows  over  which 
it  was  impossible  for  boats  to  pass.  Then,  again, 
persons  who  had  property  along  the  line  of  the 
river  were  in  the  habit  of  putting  out  jetties, 
which  had  the  effect  of  stopping  the  navigation 
of  the  river.  This  Bill  was  framed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  placing  the  river  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council,  so  that  this  sort  of  thing  should 
be  put  a  stop  to.  There  was  a  provision  in  the 
Bill  for  conferring  as  an  endowment  upon  the 
County  Council  a  piece  of  land  containing  8,981 
acres.  This  piece  of  land,  which  acyoined  the 
river,  was  of  a.  low-lying  character,  and  worth 
very  Httle  :  in  fact,  he  believed  it  was  purchased 
from  the  Natives  for  a  sum  of  £660.  However, 
if  the  Council  wished  to  take  the  endowment 
clause  out,  he  would  not  object  to  their  doing  so, 
in  order  to  save  the  other  part  of  the  Bill,  to 
which  no  objection  could  possibly  be  taken. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  certainly  would 
object  to  the  endowment  clause.  He  would  like 
to  know  whether  the  County  Council  approved  of 
the  course  proposed  being  taken. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  said  there  was 
no  other  local  body  in  the  neighbourhood.  He 
believed  that  at  least  one  County  Councillor  lived 
near  the  spot  which  it  was  proposed  to  place  un- 
der the  control  of  the  countv. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  that  if  the 
4th,  5th,  and  6th  clauses,  and  the  schedule  were 
struck  out  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the 
BUI. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

STRATH  TAIERI  RAILWAY  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that,  with  the  Canter- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


688 


Slraih  Taieri 


[COUNCIL.] 


Baitwaif  Bill. 


[Dec.  5 


b  try  Bailwayt  Land  B^tenration  Bill,  and  the 
lIiKt,  Waikanae,  and  Palmer»ton  North  Railwaj 
Bill,  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee.  Tiie  Bills 
as  sent  to  that  Committee  were  differentlj  con- 
structed. The  subject  had  been  verj  fully  gone 
into  bj  the  Committee,  whose  report,  with  the 
CTidence,  had  been  plsoed  in  the  hands  of  honor- 
able members.  He  would,  perhaps,  best  consult 
the  couTenicnce  of  the  Council  if  he  read  some 
extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  which 
would  place  clcarlj  before  honorable  members 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  suggested  that  these 
Bills  should  be  treated.  The  Committee  came  to 
the  following  resolutions : — 

"  1.  That  the  railwaj  lines  specified  in  the 
Strath  Taieri  and  Cljde  Bailwa^  Bill,  the  Can- 
terburrRailways  Land  Resenration  Bill,  and  the 
Hutt,  Waikanae,  and  Palmerston  North  Bailwaj 
Bill  are  desirable  public  works,  which  would 
greatly  promote  the  settlement  of  the  country 
and  the  derelopment  of  its  resources. 

"  2.  That  the  Committee  approTe  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  resenring  Crown  lands  for  the  eonstmc- 
tion  of  the  aboye  lines  of  railwaj,  proyided  that 
the  retenrationB  made  shall  in  each  case  be  of  an 
•xtent  and  character  suiBcient  to  insure  that  no 
charge  for  the  oonstniction  of  the  lines  shall 
oltimatelj  faU  on  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
colony. 

**3,  That  the  reseryes  should  be  selected  by 
the  Qoyemment,  so  far  as  practicable,  from  lands 
either  adjacent  to,  or  likely  to  be  benefited  by,  the 
railways  to  be  constructed. 

"4.  That,  with  the  yiew  of  securing  to  the 
public  the  benefit  of  the  increased  yalue  to  be 
giyen  to  these  reseryes  by  the  construction  of  the 
proposed  lines  of  railway,  such  reseryes  should 
be  disposed  of  at  such  times  and  on  such  terms 
as  may  be  spedally  determined  in  that  behalf. 

"  5.  That  the  Goyemment  should  construct  the 
scTeral  proposed  railways  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  reserves  to  be  made  for  each  line  respectirely  ; 
but  that,  with  a  view  of  expediting  such  con- 
struction, the  Gk>vernment  should  be  authorized 
to  raise  money  upon  the  special  security  of  such 
reseryes,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  proceeds  thereof 
when  sold,  the  rents  thereof  being,  in  the  mean- 
time, appropriated  towards  payment  of  interest 
on  sudi  loans. 

"  6.  That  Gkyemment  should,  during  the  recess, 
cause  detailed  surveys  of  the  proposed  lines  to  be 
made,  and  plans  and  estimates  of  cost  prepared. 
That  such  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates  should 
be  laid  before  Parliament ;  but  that  the  work  of 
construction  should  not  be  commenced  until  the 
authority  of  Parliament  hss  been  obtained." 

Therefore,  practically,  all  that  would  be  au- 
thorized by  these  Bills  would  be  that  detailed 
surveys  should  bo  mode,  nnd  plans  and  catimale^ 
prepared  to  lay  before  Parliament  next  session ; 
that  the  land  should  be  reserred,  but  not  dealt 
with;  and  that  the  works  should  not  be  com- 
menced until  Pat liameiit  had  given  its  authority. 
He  sincerely  trusted — and  he  thought  he  was  ex- 
pressing the  views  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
Coinmittee — that  this  arrangement  would  disarm 
the  opposition  whicli  had  been  eipreseed  to  these 
Bills.  He  went  so  fully  into  the  necessities  of  the 
Uou.  Mr,  Mall 


case  on  a  former  occasion  that  he  would  only  be 
trifling  with  the  time  of  the  Council  if  he  pressed 
the  subject  again.  He  had  explained  to  iht 
Council  the  manner  in  which  theee  Bills  weie 
proposed  to  be  modified,  and  be  troated  that 
that  explanation  woidd  induce  the  Council  to  pa« 
them.  The  subject  referred  to  the  Committee 
also  included  the  question  of  how  these  proposed 
reserves  would  affect  the  revenue  of  the  colony  m 
the  future.  The  report  went  fully  into  that 
matter,  but  he  would  only  quote  the  coneloding 
portion  of  it,  which,  he  thought,  would  convey  to 
honorable  members  an  idea  ^  the  oondoskm 
arrived  at  by  the  CommiUee.  Paragraph  17 
said, — 

"That,  having  regard  to  the  return  of  eiti- 
mated  value  of  the  remaining  unsold  Crown  hmd 
in  the  Provincial  Districts  of  Canterbury,  Otago, 
and  Wellington,  it  appears  that  to  make  the  re> 
serves  for  the  proposed  railways  would  rtmoM 
thus :  —  In  Canterbury  there  is  no  reaaon  fa 
doubt  that  land  of  ample  value  vrould  remaxa 
unsold,  and  that,  whether  the  reserves  are  made 
or  not,  the  ordinary  current  sales  would  be  ni- 
ficient  to  meet  all  charges  for  many  yean  to 
oome.  That  in  Otago  the  making  of  the  ra- 
serves  proposed  would,  if  taken  together  with  the 
other  reserves  for  the  inchoate  proposals  already 
alluded  to,  practically  exhaust  all  the  rematiUBg 
agricultural  land  in  the  Otago  portion  of  the 
provincial  district.  That  in  Wellingtoa  the 
making  of  the  reserve  proposed  would  neaify 
exhaust  the  territory  on  the  West  Coast  now 
available  over  which  the  Native  title  is  actually 
or  nearly  extinguished." 

He  did  not  think  he  could  throw~more  light  ob 
the  subject  than  this  report  did,  and  therefore 
he  begged  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON  hoped  the  CoaDcfl 
would  not  Agree  to  the  proposal  of  his  honoraUe 
friend.     The  lionorable  gentleman  seemed  sur- 
prised, but  he  did  not  think  that  surpriae  was 
genuine.    He  did  not  think  the  honorable  gentW- 
man  ever  imagined  for  a  moment  that  theae  BBIs 
would  pass  through  the  Council  uncdialleiicaA. 
Tliey  were  brought  down  at  a  very  late  period  of 
the  session,  and  the  Council  was  asked  to  i  esei  f e 
lai^  quantities  of  land  the  proceeds  of  which,  ia 
a  law  they  had  already  passed,  had  been  brouglrt 
into  the  Consolidated  Fund.   As  he  had  said  on  a 
previous  occasion,  taking  the  Land  Fund  into  tho 
colonial  chest  and  then  dealing  with  it  in  the 
way  in  which  they  were  now  doing  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  sham.    They  publishod  a 
report ;  they  showed  their  revenue,  in  which  tfaej 
included  the  Land  Fund,  as  amounting  to  ao 
much;   and  in  the  meantime,  before  this  eaxne 
itito  operation,  they  set  large  quantities  of  land 
on   one  side  as   reserves  for  railway  purpoaea. 
They  irere  asked  to  reserve  these  large  tracts  of 
land  to  build  railways  in  different  paiia  of  the 
country,   and   he  did   not  think  there    was   an 
honorable   gentleman    in    the    Council,    except, 
perlia|)s,  the  honorable  uirmber  who  had  nxjved 
the  second  reading  of  thi^  Bill,  who  knew  where 
these  railways  were  to  be.     Before  th^  were 
called  upou  to  set  aside  large  blocks  of  laad  for 
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^e  pnipoM  of  oonstraoting  railways  thej  should 
hare  more  information.    It  really  amounted  to 
taUng  monoy  out  of  the  puhlio  funds,  or  to  the 
borrowing  of  money,  for  whatever  they  took  out 
of  the  public  estate  would  have   to   be  made 
good  out  of   loan.    A  Bill  woUld  be  brought 
down  before  the  end  of  the  session  for  another 
loan  which  was  absolutely  necessary.    They  were 
going  on  with  public  works  to  meet  the  cost  of 
which   th^  expected  to  hare  a  large  rerenue 
fiom  the  Land  Fund,  and  now  they  were  told 
that  the  source  of  that  revenue  was  to  be  taken 
to  make  certain  railways  in  districts  with  which 
honorable  members  were   totally  unacquainted. 
There  was  a  Bill  coming  on  presently  which  re- 
ferred 350,000  acres  of  land  for  making  a  rail- 
way not  yery  far  from  where  he  lired,  and  he  did 
not  know  anything  about  it,  although  he  knew  as 
much  about  the  country  through  which  the  pro- 
posed railway  was  to  go  as  most  honorable  gentle- 
men in  the  Council.    They  had  Bills  brought 
down  to  them  almost  on  the  last  day  of   the 
session,  and  were  expected  to  pass  them  without 
making  themselyes  acquaintea  with  their  pro- 
visions.    Would  it  not  be  better  to  let  this  mea- 
sure stand  over  ?    They  were  told  that  during  the 
reeesfl  surveys  and  plans  of  these  railways  would 
be  made.     Well,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  putting 
the  cart  before  the  horse  to  make  these  reserves 
first.    Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  plans 
and  surveys  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council  be- 
fore setting  aside  the  land,  so  that  honorable 
members  might  be  able  to  judge  whether  it  was 
necessary  or  advisable  to  construct  these  railways  ? 
That  was  the  first  thing  to  be  done— let  them  see 
what  was  going  to  be  done  with  the  money.    It 
was  all  very  well  to  say,  "  Take  this  land  over  ; 
the  making  of  these  railways  is  to  be  no  burden 
on  the  revenue  of  the  country ;  "  but,  whatever 
they   paid    for   these   lines  —  whether  £50,000, 
£100,000,  or  £700,000,  as  was  proposed  in  one 
instanoe^it  was  so  much  taken  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.     He  did  not  care  how  it  was 
put,  it  was  impossible  to  make  £2  into  £4.     If 
they  took  an  acre  of  land  which  was  valued  at 
£8  sod  gsve  it  to  a  railway  they  would  be  minus 
that  £2  from  the  consolidated  revenue.     But 
they  were  asited  to  pass  this  Bill  without  having 
any  knovdedge  of  the  case  or  any  data  to  go  upon. 
The  country  through  which  these  railways  were 
to  pass  was  not  properly  described.    They  did 
not  know  what  interests  they  would  serve,  nor 
whether  they  would  be  profitable  or  not  when 
constructed.    But  there  was  one  obstacle  which 
he  oooid  not  get  over,  and  which  would  prerent 
him  from  voting  for  these  BilLi,  and  that  was, 
that  there  was  nothing  on  t  ..•  table  of  the  Council 
to  make  them  acquainted  u  i.  !i  the  nature  of  these 
works.   They  were  told  that  the  information  would 
be  obtained  during  the  recess.     Then  let  them 
wait  until  next  session,  when  they  wonld  have  all 
the  plans  before  them  and  be  able  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  tlie  railways  were  desirable.     For 
those  reasons,  he  would  propose,  That  the  Bill  be 
wad  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART,  as  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee,  could  perhaps  enlighten  the 
honorable  member  as  to  the  necessity  for  passing 
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these  Bills  at  the  present  time.  The  Bills  did  not 
profess  to  take,  nor  did  they  absolutely  take,  any' 
land  whatever.  They  simply  anticipated.  They 
only  authorized  the  GK)vernment  to  reserve  the 
land  from  sole  until  next  session  of  Parliament, 
and  they  did  that  because,  if  these  railways  were 
determined  to  be  made,  buyers  would,  in  anti- 
cipation, go  to  the  market  and  purchase  the 
land  the  value  of  which  ^ould  be  subsequently 
enhanced  by  the  construction  of  the  railway. 
The  necessity  for  passing  these  Bills  was  this: 
The  Bills  would  authorize  the  Government  to 

f>roclaim  these  lines,  to  survey  them,  and  to  with- 
lold  the  land  proposed  to  be  reserved  from  sale 
for  the  next  seven    months,  until  Parliament, 
liaving  got  the  surreys  and  estimates  made  and 
the  lines  laid  out,  would  determine  whether  or 
not  the  railways  should  be  constrncted.     It  was 
proposed,  to  reserve  the  lands  from  sale  in  the 
meantime,  because  if  they  were  oflTered  for  pre- 
sent sale  they  would  not  realize  one-third    of 
the  money  they   would  bring    when  the    rail- 
ways  were   made.      If  they  had  land  for  sale 
which  would  not  at  present  realize  lOs.  an  acre, 
and  if  by  constructing  a  railway  they  wero  cer- 
tain it  would  realize  from  35s.  to  40s.,  surely  that 
was  a  consideration  which  should  induce  them  to 
reserve  the  land  from  sale  in  the  meantime,  until, 
at  all  events,  they  had  got  the  estimates  and 
plans,  and  the  line  of  the  railway  determined 
upon.      In   the  event  of  Parliament,  when  the 
matter  was  brought  before  it,  determining  that 
the  works  should  not  proceed,  the  land  could 
be  released  from  its  j^straint  and  sold  in  the 
ordinary  course.       It  was   clearly  proved,  and* 
appeared  in  the  evidence,  that  if  a  railway  were 
constructed  much  of  this  land  could  sell  for  from 
three  to  four  times  what  it  would  fetch  at  the 
present  time :  in  fact,  it  was  asserted  that  some 
of  the  land  was  practically  unsaleable  at  present 
from  want  of  this  communication.    These  Bills 
were  merely  preliminary  Acts  to  keep  the  land  in 
hand  until  the  surveys  were  made,  and  it  was 
left  to   Parliament  to   determine   next    session 
whether  they  would  go  on,  and  whether  the  land 
should  be  withheld  from  ordinary  sale  until  the 
works  were  completed.    They  were  preliminary 
and  experimental  Bills :  the  whole  effect  of  them, 
if  passed,  would  be  to  reserve  the  land  from  salo 
for  seven  months.     If  in  the  first  week  of  the 
next  session  it  should  be  determined  not  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  railways,  that  which  had  been  done 
would  be  thrown  on  one  side.     There  would  be 
no  interference  whatever  with  the  Laud  Fund, 
excepting  for  the  seven  months,  and  then  only  in 
respect  of  land  the  larger  portion  of  which  was 
at  present  unsaleable,  or  saleable  only  at  such 
prices  as,  in  proportion  to  the  prices  it  would 
fetch  if  the  railways  were  made,  would  be  as  one 
to  three  or  one  to  four. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  the  last  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  gentleman  clearly  showed 
why  it  was  desirable  to  take  the  course  he  advo- 
cated. He  (Mr.  Holmes)  knew  the  country  that 
would  be  traversed  by  the  Strath  Taieri  Bailway. 
It  was  nearly  all  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and 
would  bo  doubled  or  trebled  in  value  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway.     He  imagined  that  the 
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sale  of  400,000  acres  wlien  the  railway  was  com- 
pleted would  produce  as  much  more  than  would 
be  at  present  obtained  bj  tlie  »ale  of  the  land  as 
would  make  the  railway,  so  that  the  colony  would 
baye  the  line  for  nothing,  and  the  country  would 
be  opened  up  in  addition.  They  all  knew  the 
effect  of  railway  communication  as  regarded  the 
advanoe  in  the  ralue  of  land.  It  invariably 
doubled  the  value  of  land.  In  this  case  the  great 
argument  in  favour  of  the  line  was  that  most  of 
the  land  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and  that 
the  colony  would  get  all  the  advantage  that  would 
be  derived  from 'its  construction.  If  the  land 
were  put  into  the  market  now  and  sold,  the  pur- 
chaser would  derive  all  the.  advantage  in  the 
event  of  a  railway  being  constructed,  and  the 
colony  would  get  a  very  low  price  for  the  land. 
This  line  traversed  the  central  district  of  Otago. 
Tlie  district  was  separated  from  the  coas{  by  the 
Kakanui  range  of  mountains,  averaging  4,000  feet 
in  height.  It  was  separated  from  the  Southland 
District  by  another  high  range.  There  were, 
nevertheless,  several  extensive  plateaux  and  largo 
areas  of  level  land  fit  for  agricultural  purposes. 
It  was  desirable  that  this  land  should  be  utilized, 
and  the  only  way  of  doing  that  and  of  getting 
an  adequate  price  for  it  was  by  gi?ing  access  by 
means  of  a  railway.  Boads  would  not  meet  the 
difficulty  as  regarded  agriculture,  because  the 
carriage  would  be  far  too  great  a  distance.  He  be- 
liered  that  in  this  case  a  railway  could  be  made  as 
cheaply  as,  if  not  cheaper  than,  roads,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  countnr ;  and  tlien  the 
colony  would  derive  a  revenue  from  the  railway. 
For  those  reasons  he  would  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  It  merely  reserved  the  land 
for  a  limited  period,  and  did  nothing  more.  The 
Paxiiament  could  of  course,  if  necessary,  after- 
wards withdraw  the  land  from  reservation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  would  support 
the  amendment.  The  arguments  used  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  bad  spoken  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  clearly  proved  that  the  value  of  land  was 
greatly  enhanced  when  railways  ran  through  it. 
What  superior  claim  had  tnese  districts  over 
the  rest  of  the  colony,  that  their  land  should  be 
reserved  from  sale  until  they  had  ^ot  railways  P 
He  could  point  to  many  districts  in  the  North 
Island  where  the  land  would  be  greatly  enhanced 
in  value  if  they  could  only  make  railways  through 
them.  Therefore  this  proposal  was  unfair,  and 
particularly  unfair  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  colony.  It  had  been  found  necessary  to 
colonialize  the  Land  Fund,  and  yet  it  was  now 

f)ropo8ed  to  reserve  the  most  saleable  potions  of 
and  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  When  the 
Public  Works  scheme  was  introduced  a  trunk  line 
of  railway  was  promised.  Did  they  get  it  ?  No, 
thev  did  not ;  nor  would  they  have  it  until  the 
dif^rent  parts  that  were  made  were  connected. 
These  schemes  which  were  now  spoken  of  were  not 
for  portions  of  the  trunk  line,  but  were  for  branch 
lines.  It  was  thought  that  the  country  would  so 
grow  in  wealth  in  consequence  of  the  benefits  of 
the  Public  Works  scheme  that  it  would  be  in  a 
position  to  make  all  the  branch  lines  required  to 
feed  the  trunk  lines.  It  would  certainly  be  an 
injustice  to  the  rest  of  the  colony  if  they  took 
Mon,  Mr.  Holmet 


I  snch  large  blocks  of  land  away  as  propowi   for 

I  making  local  branch  lines.     He  would  support 

'  the  amendment,  because  he  felt  that,  if  these  Bilk 

were  to  pass,  injustice  would  be  done  to  the  rest 

of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  CapUin  FRASER  said  it  was  not 
intended  to  sell  any  of  the  land  until  the  railway 
was  fimshed,  so  that  the  Ck>temment  would  get 
I  the  unearned  increment  instead  of  private  in- 
dividuals.    They  knew  that  the  property  of  pri- 
I  vate  individuals  had  been  nearly  doubled  in  ralue 
'  by  the  railways.    The  line  between  Clyde  and 
,  Outram  passed  through  Crown  land,  witb  the 
exception  of  2,000  or  3,000  acres,  and  this  rail- 
I  way  would  open  up,  he  might  say,  a  new  ookmy. 
\  Of  course,  it  he  were  in  the  pesition  of  some 
I  honorable  gentlemen  who  were  possessors  of  large 
;  properties,  he  might  almost  say  principalitiea, 
he  would   consider  it   to  be  his  duty  to  him- 
I  self  to  defend  his  property  and  to  prevent  the 
I  land-tax  encroaching  upon  it  by  all  means  in  hia 
I  power.     He  would  even,  perhaps,  feel  justified  in 
I  keeping  back  the  progress  of  the  colony  in  an 
I  attempt  to  ward  off  that  horrible  enemy,  a  land- 
tax.      Honorable  gentlemen  who  were  in    that 
position  were  perfectly  right  in  taking  the  course 
they  did ;  but  the  Council  would  do  a  serious  in- 
jury to  the  colony  if  it  refused  to  carry  out  these 
works.     It  would  be  found  that  this  railway,  not- 
withstanding any  opposition  in  the  Council,  would 
be  carried  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  was  not  going  to 
dispute  the  great  value  of  the  railway  contem- 
plated by  the  proposal  contained  in  the  Bill, 
but  he  did  not  tnink  that  was  the  question  before 
the  CouncU.  If  it  were,  he  should  expect  to  aee 
in  his  seat  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  would  teU 
the  Council  he  was  prepared,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  to  carry  out  such  a  railway.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall  said  such  a  Bill  as  that  would  in 
no  way  affect  their  English  creditors.  Now,  he 
begged  leave  to  think  it  would  materially  affbek 
them,  and  fojr  this  reason :  By  this  and  the  other 
two  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  power  was  given  to 
n^se  money  to  an  amount  of  nearly  a  million  and 
a  half  for  the  construction  of  the  three  lines  of 
railway.  This  money  was  not  to  be  raised  by  the 
Government  on  the  credit  of  the  colony  as  in  the 
past,  but  land  to  the  extent  of  about  a  Tniny^g 
and  a  half  acres  was  to  be  reserved  from  sale  and 
specially  set  apart  as  security  for  the  redemption 
of  the  debt.  It  was  this  offering  of  securitr  that 
would  alarm  the  English  creditor.  It  had  bean 
said,  and  he  thought  properly,  that  a  bank  did 
not  determine  the  credit  of  its  client,  but  mei^ij 
recorded  it.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  without 
being  called  upon  by  their  'bankers  or  by  their 
creditors  to  determine  their  credit — for  up  to  the 
present  moment  he  believed  it  stood  very  high — 
they  of  their  own  motion  were  proceeding  to  re< 
cord  that  in  their  own  estimation  their  credit  was 
no  longer  so  high  as  it  had  hitherto  been  held  to 
be.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  take  thia  into 
consideration.  He  dbuld  conceive  such  a  thing  aa 
this  taking  place:  Jones  meets  Robinson  and 
sajs  to  him,  ''Well,  Robinson,  some  time  ago 
you  recommeuded  me  to  invest  in  New  Zealand 
securities,  and  I  declined ;  but  I  have  come  acroea 
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a  good  thing.  I  have  been  offered  New  Zealand 
lecurifeies  at  something  like  7  per  cent,  and  not 
only  do  I  get  that  much  higher  rate  of  interest 
than  would  have  been  the  case  if  I  had  taken  the 
securities  Tou  suggested,  but  I  get,  oTer  and  above 
thif ,  ample  security.  Now,  my  dear  fellow,  if 
anything  happens  to  New  Zealand  your  bonds 
will  be  worthless.  You  have  got  no  security,  but 
here  am  I  in  possession  of  ample  and  excellent 
security."  Surely  it  coidd  not  be  the  intention 
of  the  Council  to  place  the  credit  of  New  Zealand 
in  any  such  position  as  that.  He  was  quite 
willing  to  admit  that  these  railways  might  be 
rery  desirable,  and  he  recognized  that,  when  they 
were  constructed,  the  land,  if  sold,  would  recoup 
the  cost  of  the  railways  in  each  case ;  but  the 
matter  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  GoTcrnment,  and,  if  they  were  of  the  same 
opinion  as  honorable  members,  then  let  them 
have  the  courage  to  say  that  such  railways  were 
required,  and  let  them  borrow  the  money  and 
proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  work.  He  begged 
the  Council  not  to  authorize  the  borrowing  of 
money  in  the  manner  that  this  Bill  proposed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  thought  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Johnston  had  hardly  put  this  matter  fairly 
before  the  Council.    He  understood  the  honorable 

fentleman  to  say  that  this  was  quite  a  new  thing, 
t  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  honorable  mem- 
bers that  when  the  Immigration  and  Public 
Works  policy  of  1870  was  announced  the  whole 
principle  of  that  policy  was  that  the  land  should 
be -set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the  railways; 
and  it  was  set  apart  year  after  year  for  that  pur- 
pose. Beserves  were  set  aside  from  time  to  time 
m  the  different  proTinces  until  they  all  gradually 
jnelted  away.  Why  did  they  ?  Because  the  pro- 
Tinces took  them,  and  the  Groremment  of  the  day 
was  not  strong  enough  to  hold  them.  That  was 
where  Sir  Julius  Vogel  departed  from  his  great 
scheme  of  immigration  and  public  works,  and  for 
which  departure  he  had  been  blamed,  and  it  was 
that  which  had  brought  the  finances  of  the  colony 
into  their  present  position.  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  if  that  scheme  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel's 
had  not  been  backed  up  by  this  principle  of  the 
reserralion  of  Innd  it  would  not  hare  passed  the 
Council.  Then  the  honorable  member  spoke  with 
regard  to  this  proposal  injuring  the  credit  of  the 
colony  at  Home.  Well,  he  was  inclined  to  take 
the  opposite  riew,  and  thought  it  would  be  taken 
advantage  of  to  make  our  credit  much  better  than 
it  was  at  present.  The  argument  in  favour  of 
taking  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
railway  was,  that  the  proposc^l  work  would  give  a 
high  value  to  the  land.  The  advances  made  on 
the  security  of  these  reserves  would  be  merely 
temporary,  because  the  land  would  be  disposed  of 
as  the  railway  progressed.  For  instance,  when 
thirty  or  forty  miles  of  railway  were  opened  the 
land  would  be  sold  along  the  line  and  the  proceeds 
would  go  to  the  credit  of  the  advances.  He  did 
not  see  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  any  deben- 
tures at  all.  Debentures  would  not  appear  in 
the  London  market ;  and  the  whole  arraugement 
might  be  made  in  the  colony.  So  far  from  any 
injury  being  done  to  the  credit  of  the  colony,  he 
thought  it  would  be  greatly  improved  if  it  could 


be  shown  in  London  that  a  certain  amount  of 
land  had  been  reserved  with  the  proceeds  of  which 
they  were  to  construct  over  three  hundred  miles 
of  railway.  That  extent  of  railway  would  be 
looked  upon  by  the  creditor  at  Home  as  worth 
a  great  deal,  and  would  tend  to  improve  our 
credit. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OHAMBERLIN  looked  upon 
this  as  an  impudent  attempt  to  secure  two 
millions  of  the  property  of  the  colony  for  the 
benefit  of  one  particular  district.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  take  400,000  acres  of  land  for  making 
the  Strath  Taieri  Railway.  He  saw  by  the  re- 
port that  these  reserves  were  not  estimated  to 
produce  more  than  £496,000  under  favourable 
circumstances  and  when  the  line  was  con- 
structed; yet  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  said  that  the 
increased  value  of  the  land  would  actually  pay 
for  the  construction  of  the  railway.  How  did 
the  two  statements  tally  ?  The  report  said  that 
the  proposed  reserves  would  be  an  inadequate 
security,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  ex- 
tend the  proposed  reserves  by  100,000  acres.  It 
was  stated  that  the  land  would  be  worth  £3  or 
£4  per  acre ;  so  that,  if  it  would  take  500,000 
acres  to  rbake  the  line,  that  would  give  an  ex- 
penditure of  £2,000,000  for  109  miles  of  rail- 
ways, which  would  be  about  £20,000  a  mile.  He 
would  certainly  vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  did  not  call  this 
an  impudent  scheme,  but  he  thought  it  was  a 
very  ingenious  scheme,  and  he  was  sorry  it  had 
not  been  brought  into  operation  in  the  colony 
before  now.  If  it  was  true,  as  stated  in  the  re- 
port, that  the  land  would  bring  a  so  much  higher 
price  after  the  railway  was  finished  as  would 
cover  the  cost  of  the  railway,  he  thought  it  was 
only  expedient  on  the  part  of   the  Council  to 

Sromote  such  works.  As  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
tuckley,  the  original  plan  of  the  promoter  of  the 
Publio  Works  scheme  was  founded  on  the  same 
idea  as  was  contailied  in  this  proposal,  but  by  the 
force  of  circumstances  it  had  to  be  abandoned. 
As  they  were  only  asked  at  present  to  sanction  a 
sufficient  expenditure  to  pay  for  the  survey  and 
the  preparation  of  plans  lor  the  work,  he  would 
be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  All  further  steps  would  have  to  ho  taken 
by  Parliament  next  year. 

Question  put,  ''  That  the  word  '  now,'  proposed 
to  be  omitted,  stand  part  of  the  question  ; "  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result : — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Acland, 
Sir  F.  DiUon  Bill, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


16 
11 


Atx8. 


Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  MiUer, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Pharasyn, 
Colonel  Whitmor», 
Mr.  WigUy, 
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NOSB. 

Captain  Baillie,  Major  Biohmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  CbamberliD,  Mr.  Bobinson, 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Bussell, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston,  Mr.  Wilson, 

Lieut. -Colonel  Kennj,     Mr.  Williamson. 
Mr.  Mantell, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiTed, 
and  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

CANTEBBURY  BAILWAY   LANDS   BILL. 

Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moring  the  second 
readinff  of  tliis  Bill,  said  it  was  so  nearlj  a 
parallel  case  with  the  BUI  just  read  a  second 
time  that  he  need  not  detain  the  Council  by 
explaining  it  at  length.  The  members  of  the 
Committee  who  went  into  the  merits  of  the  case 
were  satisfied  that  the  various  branch  lines  pro- 
posed would  be  remuneratire,  and  he  trusted 
nonorable  members  would  deal  with  this  Bill  as 
they  had  with  the  last  one. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  would  adopt  the 
■aroe  course  with  regard  to  this  Bill  as  he  had 
towards  the  last  one,  though  he  might  remark  that 
this  Bill  was  not  the  same  as  the  last  one.  It  was 
strongly  urged  in  favour  of  the  last  Bill  that  the 
land  would  be  so  much  increased  in  value  that 
it  would  more  than  pay  for  the  railway.  Even 
admitting  that  to  be  the  case,  he  still  contended 
that  they  should  not  set  aside  those  lands.  It 
was  not  a  question  of  increasing  the  value  of  the 
land.  The  question  before  the  Council  was,  How 
were  funds  to  be  provided  for  making  those  rail- 
ways P  As  it  had  been  very  forcibly  put  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  the  Qovemment  were  the 
people  who  should  initiate  matters  of  such  im- 
portance as  these.  If  it  was  believed  that  those 
railways  would  increase  the  value  of  the  land  in 
the  way  suggested,  why  should  not  the  Govern- 
ment make  them  P  To  make  them  in  the  way  pro- 
posed was  really  dishonest  to  the  people  who  nad 
previously  invested  in  New  Zealand  securities. 
What  would  those  people  think  who  paid  a  high 
price  for  New  Zealand  securities  when  they  heard 
that  the  colony  was  asking  pepple  to  lend  more 
money  on  the  wime  security  r  By  this  Bill  it  was 
proposed  to  have  half  a  dozen  waste  laud  laws  all 
over  the  Province  of  Canterbury.  They  now  had 
under  consideration  a  uniform  land  law  for  the 
oolony  ;  and  did  honorable  gentlemen  think  that 
iot  a  comparatively  small  matter  they  should  make 
fresh  land  laws  to  suit  a  case  of  this  kind  P  They 
were  merely  speculative  undertakings  that  they 
were  about  to  enter  into,  and  they  would  cost 
large  sums  of  money.  He  maintained  that  they 
should  be  undertaken  by  some  body,  like  the  0o- 
Ternment,  responsible  to  Parliament.  He  hoped 
honorable  gentlemen  would  reconsider  this  mea- 
sure, and  not  allow  themselves  to  drift  into  a 
course  which  would  eventually  land  them  in  a 
state  of  financial  confusion.  The  Hon.  Captain 
Fraaer  said  that  the  farmers  of  the  country  were 
anxious  to  have  their  property  improved  by  rail- 
ways, and  to  escape  taxation.  He  could  tell  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  the  farmers  were  quite 
as  willing  to  bear  taxation  as  any  dass  of  the 
community.  The  honorable  gentleman  made  an- 
Son,  Mr,  Iiohmann 


other  remark,  which,  no  doabt»  wma  quite  txM^ 
to  the  effect  that  if  he  waa  in  fhear  PoaitioB  W 
would  do  just  the  same.  Some  peomd  w«ra  tco 
apt  to  "  measure  other  people's  com  by  ihar  ovn 
bushel,"  and,  when  the  honorable  gmtXaornxk  de- 
liberately told  the  Council  that  if  his  intczoi 
would  be  benefited  by  any  measore  he  would 
advocate  that  measure  passing,  he  tbou^^  bosor- 
able  gentlemen  would  look  back  and  wooder 
if  the  Strath  Taieri  Railway  was  likelj  to  aeene 
him  any  advantage.  He  hoped  tba  hooaraUe 
gentleman  would  excuse  him,  oecaase  the  boiuxr- 
able  gentleman  distinctly  told  the  Coimcil  that  if 
a  Bill  were  brought  forward  to  make  a  lailv^ 
which  would  enhance  the  value  of  hie  land  fe« 
would  support  it.  He  trusted  that  booarabk 
members  woiild  pause  before  tbej  committed 
themselves  to  passme  any  measure  reserving  lam 
quantities  of  land,  wliich  would  be  an  act  of  m- 
honesty  towards  the  outside  creditor.  He  wonU 
ask  the  Council  to  support  him  on  thia  oocamm, 
and  vote  for  the  amendment  he  would  now  pvo- 
pote— namely.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  smipd 
time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  had  great  plea- 
sure in  seconding  the  amendment.  M.9  wooM 
simply  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  those 
three  Bills— the  Strath  Taieri  Bailwaj  Bill,  the 
Canterbury  Bailways  Bill,  and  the  HuU-Wai- 
kanae  Railway  Bill.  These  three  measures  came 
up  together,  and  it  was  simply  a  case  of  "  Yoa 
support  me  and  I  will  support  you." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMJSS  said  the  principal 
argument  in  support  of  the  Strath  Taieri  Bail- 
wav  Bill  was,  that  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the 
railway  belonged  to  the  Crovm  and  wocdd  be 
greatly  enhanced  in  value  by  the  proposed  work. 
If  the  railway  were  to  run  through  private  pro- 
perty he  would  not  have  voted  for  it.  If  the 
railways  proposed  to  be  constructed  under  thk 
Bill  passed  through  Crown  lands  he  woold  vote 
in  favour  of  the  second  reading ;  but  if  through 
land  already  sold,  and  which  was  private  pro- 
perty, he  thought  he  would  not  be  justified  in 
voting  for  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  begged  to  state  to 
the  Council  that  he  did  not  possess  a  single  acre 
of  land  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  Strath 
Taieri  line.  He  might  say  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bobinson  had  persistently  opposed  every  endow- 
ment, and  therefore  should  be  regarded  with  gieafc 
veneration  as  a  great  patriot  of  New  Zealand.  He 
was  going  to  support  the  Bill,  and  he  might  in- 
form the  Hon.  Mr.  Williamson  that  no  person  in 
the  Council  or  in  the  pther  House  had  ever  asked 
him  how  he  was  going  to  vote. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  OB  ACE  said  it  appealed  to 
him  that  they  were  entering  on  a  veij  dangerons 
course  in  a  very  precipitate  manner.  However, 
that  was  not  a  new  view  of  the  subject,  and  he 
would  not  detain  the  Council  on  that  point.  But 
there  was  another  view  he  would  like  to  brinff 
before  the  Council:  that  was,  that  the  method 
they  were  proposing  to  take  to  develop  the  re- 
sources of  the  colony  was  fundamental^  wrong 
in  this  direction,  at  any  rate,  that  tliey  were  pro- 
posing to  absorb  the  whole  of  the  Crown  lands  in 
certain  districts  for  the  pxirpose  of  constructive 
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the  nilwayt.  The  onlj  reBolt  of  that  would  be 
that  there  would  be  no  Crown  lands  left  for  the 
oonitruotion  of  roads  to  approach  those  railways. 
Thus  the  colony  would  be  saddled  with  Ions  lines 
of  railway  without  any  feeding  or  oonneotiog limbs, 
and  which  would  consequently  be  unproductive 
works.  But  what  he  objected  to  more  than  any- 
thing else  in  these  measures  was  the  feverish 
haste  with  which  they  plunged  year  after  year 
into  each  new  development  of  the  old  enter- 
prise. There  was  one  proposition  which  the 
Oounoil  ought  to  accept — it  was  this:  that,  if 
they  were  to  enter  into  large  absorptions  of  the 
landed  estate  in  this  way,  the  necessity  would  be 
involved  for  further  enormous  expenditure  to 
provide  connecting  links  with  those  lines  of 
railway.  Whence  coidd  the  money  come  from 
for  thw  purpose  ?  It  could  only  come  from  the 
overloaded  consolidated  rovenue  of  the  colony. 
Thereforo  he  argued  that  these  aflbrta  wero  pre- 
matura and  essentially  unwise,  and,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  general  condition  of  the  conntiy, 
might  prove  unproductive.  These  propositions 
wero  selfish,  everr  one  of  them.  He  saw  no 
wisdom  in  such  seLBshness.  He  could  see  no  wis- 
dom whatever  in  the  State  entering  upon  efforts 
of  this  kind.  They  ought  to  take  a  lesson  finom 
the  experience  of  the  neig^iLbourinff  colonies.  It 
had  been  laid  down  in  New  South  Wales  as  an 
axiom  that  the  rovenue  accruing  from  the  land 
must  go  to  the  development  of  the  land  in  detail. 
The  mero  fact  of  running  a  single  line  of  railway 
through  a  large  district  was  not  effectively  creat- 
ing i&X  settlement  and  encouraging  that  enters 
pnse  which  was  no  doubt  the  object  of  honor- 
able gentlemen  in  advocating  these  measures.  If 
these  objects  wero  to  be  ei^edited  at  all  by  ^e 
CSooncil  they  could  only  be  expedited  on  this 
principle:  that  the  land  should  be  set  amde  as 
a  guarantee  for  the  construction  of  the  line,  but 
that  the  absolute  bonstruotion  of  the  line  should 
be  charged  to  loan.  He  submitted  that  thero 
was  nothing  in  their  own  experience  or  in  the 
experience  of  the  neighbouring  colonies  to  show 
that  the  mero  fact  <rf  constnuyting  a  line  of  rail- 
way through  a  country,  in  a  thinly-peopled  dis- 
trict, without  the  possibility  oreiving  access  to 
^ukt  railway  necessarily  increased  the  prosperity 
of  the  people.  For  his  part,  he  would  vote  aoainst 
all  those  railways.  He  would  oppose  the  Bui  be- 
cause he  did  not  think  that  their  interests  as  colo- 
nists would  be  smred  by  its  adoption.  If  the 
principle  advocated  was  a  sound  one  it  would  lose 
nothing  by  further  consideration.  In  every  direc- 
tion he  thought  they  wero  hurrying  too  rapidly 
into  the  construction  of  (tublic  works.  For  his 
own  part,  he  had  not  a  sing;le  selfish  feeling  in 
rogard  to  any  distriot  of  tiie  colony.  If  any  par- 
ti^ilar  distoiot  wero  n^^idly  and  materially  deve- 
loped, the  rolief  to  the  rovenue  would  be  so  great 
that  he  would  be  satisfied.  But  he  did  not  see 
the  necessary  cause  and  efilwt  in  these  proposals. 
He  did  not  see  that  they  wero  so  oertam  of  this 
material  development  as  a  reenlt  of  these  rail- 
ways. He  did  not  believe  in  galvaniaing  distriots 
into  an  unnatural  activity — lie  felt  that  it  was 
dangevoos  to  do  loi  and  he  would  respeotfiiUy 
ask  the  Council  to  pause  beforo  ""'^ *~^ 


those  enterprises,  whioh  wero  radically  unsound 
in  principle. 
Debate  aii^onmed. 

LAKD  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  48. — ^Board  may  withdraw  lands  from 
sale,  subjeot  to  rerersal  by  Governor. 

The  Hon.  Cokmel  WHITMOBB  moved,  That 
all  the  words  after  the  word  "  Board,"  in  the  first 
line  of  the  last  paragraph,  be  strode  out,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  the  following :  • "  Notice  thereof 
shall  be  given  to  the  original  applicant  or  pur- 
chaser, if  any,  who  shall  tiiereupon  be  entitlea  to 
all  his  original  rights." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ; "  upon  which  a 
division  was  nlled  for,  with  the  following  ro« 
suU:— 

Ayes        6 

Noes        16 


Majority  against... 


10 


Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Wigley. 


Non. 


Mr.  0*.  B.  Johnsonif 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Bobinson, 
Mr.  Bussell, 
Colonel  Whitmoro, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Wilson. 


Mr.  Adand, 
Captain  Bafllie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brott, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 

The  words  wero  eonseqosntly  struck  out,  and 
the  amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  120.  —  Within  Otego  and  Soothkiid, 
leases  terminating  after  July  to  be  extended  to 
folk>wing  month. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  moved  the 
addition  of  the  foHowiag  proviso :  "  Providing 
that  eveiT  holder  of  a  depasturing  lease  or  license 
who  shall  oomply  with  the  provuions  of  this  Act 
shall  be  entitled  from  thenceforth  to  hold  his  ruk 
to  the  month  of  Maroh,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety:  Provided  also  that  su^ 
holder  shall  agree,  within  one  year  from  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Act,  to  waive  all  claim  to  compensa- 
tion for  the  determination  of  any  part  of  his  run 
which  may  be  required  for  settlement." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  so  added ;  "  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  reenlt  :— 

Ayes        6 

Noes        12 


Majority  ag^unst . . . 


6 


AtI8. 


Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberiin, 
Mr.  BobinMD, 


Colonel  Whitmoro, 
Mr.  Wflliamson, 
Mr.  Wilson. 
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Nobs. 


Mr.  Aoland, 
Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 


Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G-.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Labmann, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Wigley. 


The  motion  was  oonsequentlj  negatired. 

Clause  166. — Absolute  reservations  for  roads 
rerived. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  mored.  That 
the  clause  be  omitted. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;  '^  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         9 

Noes         12 


Majority  against ... 


3 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
Colonel  Wliitmore, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Wilson. 


Noes. 


Mr.  G-.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Wigley. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Acland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Bnckley, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Hall, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  clause  struck  out. 

NELSON  AND  WESTLAND   COAL  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  stating  that  the  House  disagreed 
with  the  amendments  of  the  Council  in  the  9th 
clause  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moved.  That 
the  Council  doth  not  insist  upon  its  amendments 
in  the  9th  clause  of  the  Nelson  and  Westland 
Coal  Bill. 

Question  put,  "That  the  Council  doth  not 
insist  upon  its  amendments;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 


Ayes         

Noes          

12 

11 

Majority  for 

1 

Ayes. 

Mr.  Acland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  BeU, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr:  Edwards, 
Dr.  Grace, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Wilson. 

Noes. 
Captain  Baillie,  Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Buckley,  1  Mr.  Miller, 

Hon.  Mr,  Williamton 


Captain  Fraser,  Mr.  Peter» 

Mr.  HaU,  Mr.  Wigley, 

Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Wiliiamaon. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

The  Cooncil  adjourned  at  twenty  minntea  past 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVB8. 

Wednesday,  hth  December,  1877. 


Second  RMdinff--Third  Beading*— Meetine  of 

—Railway  Stores — Sir  W.  Jerroia'a  Vwit — Provincial 
Officera— Featheraton  and  Ma»t«rton  RailwAT — I*ablk 
Berenaes  BiU  "So.  2  —  Consolidated  Stock  Bill— 
Weatland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fielda  BUI— Loan  BilL 


Mr.  Sfbaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half-pAst  two 
o'clock. 

Fbaybbs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Ljttelton  Harbour  Works  Compensation  BilL 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Middle  IsUnd  Half-caste  Crown  GranU  Bill, 
Rating  Bill,  Counties  Bill. 

MEETING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  asked  the  Government, 
What  time  next  jear  they  purpose  calling  Pariia- 
ment  together  ?  Any  alteration  in  the  time  of 
meeting  of  Parliament,  whether  it  were  to  be 
earlier  or  later,  must  necessarily  have  %  ^reai 
deal  of  influence  in  connection  with  the  business 
arrangements  of  honorable  members.  He  mi^t 
say  that  it  would  have  a  good  deal  of  effect  in  his 
own  case;  and  if  the  Gt)vcrnment  had  oome  to 
any  determination  in  the  matter  he  thought  it 
would  be  very  desirable  that  the  House  should  be 
informed  of  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  it  was  neoessaiy 
that  the  Government  should  hold  in  their  own 
hands  the  power  of  calling  Parliament  together  at 
any  moment.  It  might,  under  certain  circum- 
stances,  be  expedient  to  call  it  together  eren  a  fort- 
night after  it  had  been  prorogued.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  give  a  distinct  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion; but  he  could  give  the  general  assurance 
that,  as  soon  as  the  Government  had  fixed  a  time 
for  the  meeting  of  Parliament  next  year,  intima- 
tion would  be  given  to  honorable  gentlemen. 

RAILWAY  STORES. 
Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  giye  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Railway  Management  Commit- 
tee with  respect  to  the  division  of  the  schedulea 
for  tenders  for  railway  stores?  He  put  this 
question  on  the  Paper  because  he  beliered  that 
tbere  was  some  danger  of  the  old  practice  being 
adhered  to  of  placing  all  the  railway  stores  in 
one  schedule  for  the  purpose  of  tender.  Hie 
Railway  Management  Committee  had  reported 
strongly  against  thb  practice,  and  therefore  he 
put  the  question. 
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Mp.  SHEEHAN  understood  from  the  depart- 
ment that  tenders  were  being  called  for  upon  the 
old  basis,  the  excuse  being — and  it  was  a  very 
good  one — that  the  department  had  not  received 
a  copy  of  the  report  until  after  calling  for  the 
tenders.  He  could  not  say  off-hand  that  he 
would  give  effect  to  the  report,  but  if  possible  he 
would  do  so. 

SIR  W.  JERVOIS'S  VISIT. 

Mr.  FITZROY  asked  the  Government,  What 
is  the  nature  of  the  important  business  that  tiie 
s.s.  "  Hinemoa  "  will  be  required  for  during  the 
month  of  January  next,  as  stated  in  a  memoran- 
dum from  Ministers  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor relative  to  the  proposed  visit  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jervois  to  this  colony  ?  He  was  induced  to 
put  that  question  on  the  Order  Paper  owing  to 
the  extraordinary  course  adopted  by  Ministers  in 
risfercnce  to  placing  the  services  of  the  **  Hine- 
moa" at  the  disposal  of  Sir  Willinni  Jervois. 
He  concluded  that  the  reason  why  Ministers  had 
refused  to  place  the  "  Hi;iemoa  "  at  that  gentle- 
man's disposal,  notwithstanding  the  arrangement 
entered  into  by  the  late  Gorernment  with  regard 
to  his  services,  was  that  the  steamer  had  some 
important  work  to  do.  He  therefore  thought  it 
was  desirable  that  the  House  should  know  what 
that  work  wa«. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  Ministers  were 
the  proper  judges  of  the  importance  of  the  work 
in  which  they  intended  to  employ  thi?  vessel. 
There  was  no  undertaking  that  he  was  aware  of 
between  the  late  Government  and  Sir  William 
Jervois  with  regard  to  placing  that  steamer  at  his 
disposal.  It  was  impossible  beforehand  to  state 
the  important  services  in  detail  on  which  the 
steamer  woidd  be  employed;  but  it  would  be 
quite  consistent  next  year  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  move  for  a  copy  of  the  log  of  the 
"  Hinemoa  **  for  January,  when  it  would  bo  fur- 
nished. 

PROVINCIAL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  O'RORKE  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  the  return,  promised  on  the  14th 
August,  1877,  of  the  names  of  Provincial  Go- 
vernment oiEcers  who  lost  their  appointments  in 
consequence  of  the  Abolition  Act  will  be  laid 
before  this  House  during  the  present  session  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  his  answer  was,  that  he 
had  great  pleasure  in  now  laying  the  papers  on 
the  table. 

FEATHERSTON  AND  MASTERTON  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
ther  have  definitely  decided  upon  the  route  by 
which  it  is  intended  to  carry  the  line  of  rail- 
way from  Featherston  to  Masterton,  and  when 
tenders  will  be  called  for  the  construction  of  the 
same? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  the  Government 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  take  the  line  lately 
set  out,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  was  no  doubt 
aware,  and  tenders  for  the  work  would  be  eaUed 
for  in  about  a  month  from  the  present  time. 


PUBLIC  REVENUES  BILL  No.  2. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  he  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  making  many  observations  re- 
garding it.  The  sole  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
afford  a  means  of  simplifying  the  public  accounts. 
The  various  clauses  of  the  Bill  fully  set  out  how 
the  simplification  was  to  t4ike  place.  When  the 
Bill  was  in  Committee  he  would  move  that  a 
new  clause  be  added,  to  provide  that,  in  the  event 
of  any  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Auditors*  Depart- 
ment, the  gentleman  who  might  be  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy  should  only  hold  office  tem- 
porarily, because  the  Government  believed  that 
when  they  began  to  make  the  reductions  which 
they  contemplated  in  the  service  the  services  of 
one  of  the  Auditors  coidd  be  dispensed  with. 
With  those  remarks,  he  would  move,  That  the 
Bill  be  now  reid  a  second  time. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  afraid  that  the  Bill 
would  not  effect  the  object  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  in  view.  He  thought  that  two 
or  three  important  points  had  been  overlooked, 
and  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  them.  He  was  glad  {o  hear  the 
Premier  say  that  the  Government  intended  to  do 
with  one  Commissioner  of  Audit,  and  he  might 
say  that  it  was  also  the  intention  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment not  to  have  appointed  a  second  Auditor 
in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  occurring.  It  was  prob- 
ably within  the  knowledge  of  honorable  members 
that  for  some  time  past  Dr.  Knight  had  been 
desirous  of  retiring  on  his  pension ;  but  a  technical 
difficulty  had  arisen  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
that  pension,  and  he  did  not  think  fit  to  retire 
until  that  question  wae  settled.  The  reason  why 
the  late  Government  did  not  intend  to  appoint  a 
gentleman  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  might  occur 
was,  that  they  believed  the  work  could  be  better 
done  by  one  Commissioner  and  a  Deputy  than 
by  two  Commissioners.  He  was  therefore  glad 
to  hear  that  the  Government  agreed  with  their 
predecessors  on  that  point.  He  would  like  to 
see  power  taken  to  pension  off  Dr.  Knight  at 
once,  because  that  gentleman's  services  could  be 
dispensed  with.  Unless  some  steps  were  taken 
to  enable  Dr.  Knieht  to  retire  on  his  pension,  the 
result  would  be  that  he  would  continue  to  hold 
office  at  full  pay.  The  original  Public  Revenues 
Act  was  passed  in  1867,  and  since  theit  there 
had  been  no  fewer  than  eight  amending  Acts 
passed,  and  therefore  it  was  very  difficult  to 
understand  how  the  law  on  the  subject  really 
stood.  He  was  sorry  that  the  Government  would 
not  go  on  vrith  thd  Bill  which  be  had  prepared 
in  reference  to  the  public  revenues,  because  he 
thought  that  Bill  would  have  dealt  satisfactorily 
with  the  matter,  and  got  rid  of  the  innumerable 
laws  which  now  existed,  and  all  of  which  amended 
each  other.  In  the  fi!'rst  place,  he  might  point 
out  that  under  the  Bill  before  them,  as  he  read  it, 
the  unauthorized  expenditure  would  be  extended 
from  £100,000  to  £300,000.  He  could  hardly 
think  that  that  was  intended.  It  was  brouglit 
about  in  this  way :  By  the  Act  of  last  session 
they  repealed  the  1 4th  section  of  the  Act  of  1872. 
Now,  the  Act  of  1872  authorized  the  expenditure 
of  as  much  money  unauthorized  as  deficiency 
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InlU  wert  allowed  to  bo  imied.  Loti  yeor  tho j 
repealed  that  leotion,  and  limited  the  anaaiho* 
riMd  expenditare  to  £100,000,  while  thej  in- 
oreaeed  the  defideac^  bUls  to  £800,000.  The 
Act  of  last  seieion  bemg  onlj  a  temporaiy  mea- 
Bure,  ezpirixiff  at  the  end  of  thit  letaion,  the 
claneet  repealed  by  it  rerived.  Had  the  daoiee 
been  repealed  bj  a  permanent  Act  thej  would 
not  hare  retired ;  but  hafing  been  omj  tem- 
porarily eutpended  they  necenarily  reriTed  when 
the  Act  expired.  Therefore  be  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  find  that  the  power 
of  unauthorised  expenditure  under  this  Bill 
would  be  extended  to  £800,000,  the  proposed 
amount  of  defioimMy  bills.  He  could  not  beUere 
that  the  QoTemment  desired  that  power  ;  it 
might  be  the  intention  of  the  GoTcmment,  but 
he  could  hardly  think  so.  If  he  was  wrong  in 
his  statement  as  to  the  dauses  which  they  nad 
repealed  reTiting,  then,  on  the  other  hand,  under 
this  Bill  the  honorable  gentleman  would  hare  no 
power  to  issue  unauthorised  expenditure  at  all, 
the  whole  power  beine  gi? en  by  the  Act  of  last 
session,  which  expired  on  the  last  day  of  this 
sefsion,  so  that  then  the  whole  power  ceased,  and 
he  Tentursd  to  say  that  a  great  diiBoul^  might 
follow  if  that  was  to  take  place.  No  doubt  it 
would  gire  Parliament  much  fuller  control  over 
the  Government  of  the  day ;  but,  speaking 
from  some  knowledge  of  the  public  serrice,  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  a  safe  thing  for  the  House 
to  leave  the  Gh>Temment  without  any  margin 
for  expenditure  at  alL  He  would  also  point  out 
that  the  Act  of  last  session  necessarily  extended 
the  power  of  issning  deficiency  bills  finom 
£100,000  to  £800,000.  No  doubt  directly  this 
House  rose  that  Act  would  expire,  and  therefore 
th^  would  &Xl  back  upon  the  authority  of 
former  Acts,  which  only  permitted  the  Gbvem- 
mcnt  to  issue  £100,000  unauthorized  expendi- 
ture. The  power  to  borrow  £800,000  from  the 
Public  Works  Loan  would  also  expire.  This 
measure,  if  passed,  would  not  come  into  opera- 
Uon  until  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  so  that 
directly  Parliament  was  prorogued,  at  the  end 
of  this  week,  the  Gk>?emment  would  be  called 
upon  by  the  Commissioners  of  Audit  to  im- 
mediately refund  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  the 
£800,000  whioh  liad  been  bomiwed  from  the 
Public  Works  Fund,  and  they  would  have  no 
power,  as  he  understood  it,  d  issuing  any  de- 
ucienGy  bills,  except,  possibly,  to  the  extent  of 
£100,000,  to  make  up  that  deficiency.  The  result 
would  be  that  all  issue  of  public  money  must  abso- 
lutely cease  until  the  Act  came  into  force.  And 
that  was  not  all,  because  they  would  hare  to 
make  a  new  arrangement  for  which  no  provision 
was  made  to  obtam  this  £100,000— they  would 
have  to  make  further  provision  for  obtaining  the 
£200,000  or  £800,000   which   this  BiU  would 

S've  when  it  came  into  operation.  Under  this 
ill  the  power  to  borrow  from  the  Public  Works 
Account  altogeth«*  ceased.  That  was  no  doubt 
a  question  worthy  of  consideration.  It  was 
thought  out  by  the  late  Gh>Temment,  and  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that,  as  for  some  years 
they  would  have  a  balance  in  the  Public 
Works  Account,  it  was  better  to  borrow  irom 
Mafor  Atkuuom 


the  Public  Works  Account,  lor  which  t^ey 
only  got  8  per  oent  interest,  rather  thmn  bor* 
row  on  deficiency  bills  and  nay  5  per  cent, 
interest.  That  was  a  matter  wbicli  nught  fairij 
be  arpued  out  in  the  House.  He  submitted 
that  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  de^rtre  hims^  of  the  power  of- 
absolutely  using  his  own  money  the  House  shoold 
be  told  so,  whtn  he  (Msjor  Atkinson)  would  have 
a  word  to  say  on  the  subject.  He  had  not  had 
time  to  compare  all  the  Acts  carefcdly,  but  he 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  would  Aad  that 
there  was  something  in  the  points  to  whi^  he  had 
called  attention.  He  trusted  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  look  into  the  matter,  and  see 
whether  the  Bill,  if  passed  in  its  present  form*, 
would  not  actually  cause  all  issues  to  stop  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  by  neeessitatinc  tiie 
refunding  immediately  to  the  Public  Works  Ac- 
count the  £800,000  now  borrowed ;  and  whether 
it  would  not  give  authority  for  unauthoriMd  ex- 
penditure to  the  extent  of  £800^000. 

Sir  a.  GRBT  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member. 
He  had  simply  to  say  that,  should  this  Bill  go  into 
Committee,  he  would  then  insert  provisions  deal- 
ing with  some  of  the  points  raisea  by  the  hoiK^ 
able  gentleman.  The  Bill  had  been  prepared  with 
very  great  care  ;  it  was  yery  simple,  and  would 
prove  a  very  eflldent  measure.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  honorable  member  with  regard  to 
some  of  the  points  raised.  He  did  not  agree  with 
borrowiifg  money  from  one  public  account  and 
paying  it  into  another  if  it  could  be  avoided,  and 
ne  beUeved  the  accounts  would  be  placed  in  soeh 
a  state  as  to  enable  the  Gbyemment  to  avoid 
doing  so.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  all  the 
funds  that  could  be  raised  had  been  exhausled. 
He  would  not,  therefore,  propose  to  take  any 

S»wer  to  borrow  from  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
e  thought  it  was  a  dangerous  power  to  exercise.. 
He  believed  the  system  of  borrowing  from  one 
fund  and  paying  the  money  into  another  t^ided 
to  complicate  the  accounts  to  sudi  an  extent  ae  to 
make  it  almost  impossible  to  understand  them. 
The  honorable  gentleman  stated  that  the  Acts, 
relating  to  the  revenue  were  incomprehensible — 
that  there  were  so  many  Acts  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  understand  Uiem.  He  (Sir  Ch.  Orej^ 
fully  assented  to  this,  and  believed  this  Bm 
would  simplify  the  whole  matter,  and  to  hit 
mind  it  was  a  much  better  Bill  than  that  wo- 
posed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  himself.  The 
re«ponsibility  for  the  measure  rested  on  the  Qo* 
vemment,  and  they  thought  this  BSR  the  better 
of  the  two.  They  should  be  allowed  to  proceed 
with  their  own  measure,  and  not  be  obliged  to 
adopt  that  of  other  persons.  They  were  told 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  that  they  had  noi 
authority  now  to  borrow  money  enough — that,  in 
fact,  they  had  not  the  power  to  incur  any  un- 
authorized expenditure,  which  meant,  the  pow«r 
to  borrow  £800,000.  He  imagined  that  the  power 
taken  by  the  10th  section  of  this  Act  would  be 
sufllcient  power  to  raise  £800,000  from  time  to 
time.  He  thought  the  money  should  be  borrowed 
in  such  a  way  that  tbe  Gbvemmeot  must  shovtly 
repay  it    That  was  the  ofaijeet  he  had  in  yiaw« 
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Nothing  oonld  be  more  dangerous  tlian  to  gire 
the  Government  tlie  power  to  borrow  a  large  sum 
of  £300,000  or  £400,000,  and  not  oblige  them 
to  pay  back  the  amount  at  all,  but  to  add  if  to 
the  funded  debt.  The  object  of  this  Bill  was 
to  introduce  something  like  finality  into  the  ac- 
counts— to  take  care  that  the  borrowing  should  be 
limited  and  kept  in  check  by  pajing  the  money 
borrowed  at  some  fixed  date.  Ue  would  com- 
mend that  principle  to  the  House  as  one  which 
thoy  should  require  the  GK)vemment  of  the 
country  to  act  npon.  Knowing  the  experience 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  had  in  these 
matters,  he  would  make  inquiries  into  the  points 
raised  by  him,  and  would  be  prepared,  when  the 
Bill  was  in  Committee,  to  explain  what  he  would 
do  as  to  those  points.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  be  ordered  to  be 
considered  presently, 

Major  ATKINSON  said  if  lie  had  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  have  received  his  re- 
marks in  an  antagonistic  spirit  he  would  have 
made  a  different  speech.  He  was  anxious  to  point 
out  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  grave  defects  in 
the  Bill,  and  what  appeared  to  him  would  lead  to 
very  considerable  public  inconvenience.  He  did 
not  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  look  into  the 
points  he  had  raised  as  a  favour  to  him  (Major 
Atkinson).  If  the  Bill  had  been  prepared  with 
great  care,  and  if  he  (Major  Atkinson)  was 
satisfied  that  it  would  not  increase  the  unautho- 
rized expenditure  to  £300,000,  and  that  it  would 
simplify  the  accounts,  he  would  recommend  him 
to  have  it  passed  as  it  sfood ;  and  they  would  see 
in  the  course  of  a  month  how  well  it  had  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
intended  to  be  done. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

CONSOLIDATED  STOCK  BILL. 

Sir  O.  GREY,  in  movhig  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  had  been  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  I^arliament  by  the  late  Government, 
and  that  a  long  correspondence  had  taken  place 
on  the  subject.  The  mode  in  which  the  measure 
would  simplify  transactions  in  the  various  stocks 
held  by  persons  who  had  lent  money  to  New 
Zealand  was  fully  explained  in  that  correspond- 
ence. It  was  his  desire  that  the  House  should 
consider  the  Bill,  and,  if  the  general  opinion  was 
that  it  was  an  advantageous  measure,  as  many 
persons  beliered  to  be  the  case,  that  it  should  be 
passed.  There  appeared  to  be  less  reason  for  any 
objection  to  that  course  from  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  necessity  whatever  imposed  on  the  Gb- 
vemment  to  bring  the  measure  into  immediate 
operation. 

Major  ATKINSON  had  only  to  say  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  him  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  at  last  been  able  to  see 
the  great  value  of  this  Bill,  after  the  very  vio- 
lent attack  which  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
made  upon  him  when  he  first  proposed  it — calling 
it  one  of  the  most  impudent  proposals  he  had 
ever  beard  Babmitted  to  any  Legislature.    It  waft 
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all  the  greater  satisfaction  to  him  that  it  should 
have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  to  submit  the  measure  to  Parliament  and 
nsk  that  it  should  be  passed.  Being  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  its  provisions,  it  did  not  re- 
quire many  arguments  to  convince  him  of  the  im« 
portance  of  the  Bill.  All  honorable  members 
who  had  taken  any  interest  in  the  matter  had  no 
doubt  perused  the  correspondence  in  relation  to 
it,  and  would  be  in  possession  of  all  the  necessary 
facts  on  which  to  base  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  a  great  public  advantage  or  not.  He 
felt  thai  he  would  not  be  doing  his  duty  if  he  did 
not  express  the  very  strong  feeling  he  entertained 
of  the  obligations  he  owed  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
and  which  the  House  owed  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
for  his  untiring  efforts  to  obtain  such  legislation 
from  the  Imperial  Parliament  as  would  render 
this  Bill  of  any  real  effect.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  a  very  large  saving  would  be  eff«*cted  by 
the  conversion  and  consolidation  of  New  Zea- 
land stock,  and  that  in  a  few  years  the  colony 
would  be  able  to  save  the  whole  of  the  expen- 
diture which  was  taking  place,  and  which  was 
yearly  increasitig,  upon  the  Sinking  Fund.  That 
expenditure  now  amounted  to  £180,000  a  year, 
and  that  was  one  of  the  sums  on  which  he  had 
calculated  to  equalize  the  accounts  of  the  colony 
in  future  years.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was 
not  a  wise  plan  to  continue  to  pay  a  Sinking 
Fund  while  the  colony  was  still  borrowinnr,  as 
of  necessity  it  would  have  to  do  for  some  time 
longer,  until  the  whole  of  the  railways  were 
completed.  There  could  be  no  advantage  to  the 
colony  in  borrowing  nt  5  per  cent,  and  setting 
aside  a  Sinking  Fund  which  returned  perhaps 
4  per  cent.  The  theory  of  a  Sinking  Fund 
was  now  pretty  well  exploded,  although  he  must 
say  for  himself  that  he  had  a  sneaking  liking 
for  a  Sinking  Fund.  There  was  a  great  satis- 
faction in  feeling  that  the  people  who  were  bor- 
rowing money  and  spending  it  were  trying  to 
pay  it  off.  The  effect  of  doing  so  was  to  induce 
prudence  and  make  people  feel  that  the  money 
they  borrowed  had  to  be  repaid.  One  great 
danger  which  existed  in  borrowing  large  sums 
of  money  without  making  provision  for  its  re* 
payment  lay  in  the  fact  that  what  was  easily  got 
easily  went.  But,  looking  at  the  whole  situation, 
he  thought  it  was  exceedingly  desirable  that  this 
Bill  should  be  passed,  and  that  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible the  stock  of  the  colony  should  be  inscribed 
under  it,  because  it  would  raise  the  value  of  the 
stock,  as  large  amounts  of  trust  money  would 
be  invested  in  it  which  at  present  could  not  be  so 
invested  from  the  fear  of  losing  the  bonds  which 
were  made  payable  to  bearer.  He  congratulated 
the  honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  at  last  accepting  this  Bill,  which  was  the 
only  remnant  of  the  p<3icy  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment that  the  present  Ministry  had  not  accepted 
and  given  effect  to. 

Mr.  RBES  thought  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  might  himself  be  congratulated  on 
having  taken  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
the  idea  of  doing  away  with  the  Sinking  Fund. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  was  Colonial 
Treasuxtr  he  (Mr.  Bees)  made  a  proposition  to 
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that  effect,  and  tbe  honorable  gentleman  laughed 
at  him,  and  said  it  was  the  most  preposterous 
poMsal  he  erer  heard.    That  would  be  found 

Haior  ATKINSON  begged  to  explain  that 
what  he  laughed  at  was  the  proposition  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  made,  that  the  House 
should  of  its  own  motion  do  awaj  with  the 
Sinking  Fond,  as  if  it  was  possible  for  the  House 
to  do  so.  That  was  what  he  laughed  at,  and  he 
told  the  honorable  gentleman  t^  it  must  re^t 
with  the  public  creditor.  The  whole  object  of 
this  Bill  had  been  under  consideration  for  years. 
He  did  not  claim  the  initiation  of  the  idea  for 
himself,  nor  could  he  allow  it  to  the  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  BEES  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
laughed  when  it  was  suggested  that  the  Sinking 
Fund  could  be  done  awaj  with.  As  for  the 
House  baring  power  to  deal  with  its  public 
rcTenue,  he  apprehended  that  it  had  absolute 
power  in  that  respect.  The  mere  fact  of  doing 
away  with  the  Sinking  Fund  bj  Act  of  the 
Aesemblj  would,  in  his  opinion,  not  lower  but 
increase  the  ralue  of  the  bonds,  for  he  found  that 
the  quotations  of  stodi  where  there  was  no  Sink- 
ing Fund  were  higher  than  those  of  stock  haying 
a  Sinking  Fund.  Hoverer,  on  the  general  question 
he  mi|^t  say  that  the  present  Goremment^  or  any 
other  Ooremment,  would  be  glad  to  pass  anything 
which,  although  they  themselres  might  think  it 
was  of  no  great  ralue,  a  Isige  section  of  the  House 
considered  would  be  rery  adyantageous,  and  that 
was  exactly  what  the  honorable  member  at  the 
head  of  the  GoTemment  had  done. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  still  spoke  of  a  Sinking  Fund 
as  a  thing  that  could  be  done  away  with  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  Zealand  by  the  mere  passing 
of  an  Act.  If  that  were  done  it  would  very  soon 
be  found  that  the  colony's  credit  would  go  down 
so  low  that  it  would  neyer  be  able  to  borrow  any 
more.  What  the  Legislature  can  do  is  to  pass 
an  Act  to  issue  stock  on  such  terms  as  will 
induce  the  public  creditor  to  come  in  under  it. 
That  was  a  rery  different  thing  from  abolishing 
the  Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  BEES  had  not  meant  that  the  Legislature 
should  pass  an  Act  abolishing  the  Sinking  Fund, 
but  that  it  should  take  steps  to  get  rid  of  it,  what* 
CTcr  those  steps  might  be. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— The  honorable  gentleman  said 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  laughed  at 
his  suggestion,  but  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  look  back  to  the  report  of  what  took  place 
be  would  find  that  his  suggestion  was  in  effect 
that  the  Legislature  should  pass  an  Act  to  abolish 
the  Sinking  Fund.    At  the  Tery  time  that  sug- 

gwtiou  was  made  steps  were  being  taken  in  Eng- 
nd  which  had  resulted  in  enabluig  the  Goyem- 
ment  to  make  a  proposal  for  consolidating  its 
atock  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  public 
creditor.  This  Consolidated  Stock  Bill  would 
not  only  enable  the  creditor  to  come  in  with 
adyantage  and  take  up  new  stock,  but  it  would 
also  enable  trustees  to  take  up  New  Zealand 
•tock.  It  would  haye  a  most  beneficial  effect  on 
the  credit  of  the  colony  in.  the  Home  market.  i 
Mr,  Eu$ 


Mr.  ROLLESTON  was  sorry  that  a 
of  such  importance  should  haye  come  on  at  lo 
late  a  period  of  the  session.  There  was  evidently 
a  great  dilerence  of  opinion  upon  this  questioD 
among  those  who  were  understood  to  represent 
the  financial  ability  of  the  House.  To  Ins  mind 
the  Bill  was  one  about  which  yery  considerable 
difficulties  arose.  An  operation  of  this  kind,  fol- 
lowing as  it  did  upon  the  operation  that  took 
place  in  1867,  would  be  yery  closely  inquired  into 
at  Home,  and  he  would  wish  to  haye  had  some 
clearer  explanation  of  the  Bill  tlian  had  yet 
been  given.  The  Consolidation  Act  of  1867  was 
passed  distinctly  for  the  purposes  of  ccmsoUdat- 
ing  the  colony's  stock  and  making  a  funded 
stock.  The  present  Bill  came  down,  after  con- 
siderable correspondence  on  the  subject,  for  the 
purpose  of  inscribing  the  stock,  giving  depart- 
mental facilities  for  the  transfer  of  it,  and  enabling 
trustees  to  invest  in  it,  thereby  holding  out  in- 
ducements for  the  purchase  of  the  stock.  AB 
that,  as  he  understood  it,  was  a  matter  quite  dis- 
tinct from  the  consolidation  of  stock ;  and  he 
thought  there  had  not  been  that  di9tinctneM  in 
the  description  of  the  Bill  which  would  enaUe 
au  ordinary  mind  not  accustomed  to  financial 
operations  to  clearly  understand  its  purport.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  any  consolidating  measure 
would  be  closely  scrutinized  at  Home.  People 
who  held  our  bonds  would  say,  "  What  is  the 
meaning  of  this  ?  Why  is  this  measure  brought 
down  now?  We  had  a  consolidation  measure 
some  time  ago  which  purported  to  create  one 
denomination  of  stock,  and  which  put  out  a 
prospectus  that  almost  promised  that  in  future 
all  stock  would  be  of  one  denomination."  He 
wished,  also,  to  call  atten^on  to  the  fact  that  this 
was  no  new  proposal  of  Sir  Juhus  Yoeel's,  but  was 
brought  forwara  by  Sir  William  Fitzherbert  when 
he  was  at  Home  in  1867,  and  was  only  set  aside 
then  on  account  of  some  legal  and  technical  dif- 
ficulties, dependent  upon  an  omission  in  the  law 
of  New  Zealand,  which,  the  lawyers  adviaed,  made 
it  unwise  then  to  press  the  question  of  registra- 
tion, which  was  the  same  as  inscription  at  that 
time.  The  bondholders,  as  it  seemed  to  him, 
were  to  be  asked  to  bring  in  their  bonds  under 
this  measure  and  convert  them  into  a  tUxk 
which  would  not  bear  a  sinking  fund;  and  they 
hoped  by  that  means  to  be  able  to  dieal  with  a 
large  amount  of  released  Sinking  Fund.  If  he 
were  a  bondholder  the  first  qnestiona  he  would 
ask,  if  a  proposal  of  this  kind  were  put  before  him, 
would  be  these :  "  What  are  the  advantages  of 
coming  under  this  reversion  scheme  ?  Why  is 
this  proposal  brought  about  now?  Is  it  the  re- 
sult of  a  general  proposal  which  will  increase  the 
value  of  New  Zealand  stock  ?  Does  it  bear  on 
the  face  of  it  satisfactory  evidence  that  my  posi- 
tion will  be  improTcd  ?  Is  it  determined,  as  I 
believe  it  has  been  determined  in  the  American 
States,  that  there  shall  for  the  future  be  only  one 
kind  of  stock — that  there  shall  not  be  bonds  for 
harbours  and  bonds  for  all  other  public  works 
throughout  New  Zealand  ?  Is  it  determined 
that  the  colony  shall  be  the  sole  borrower  in 
future,  as  it  was  determined  in  1867j  and  is 
there  to  be  a  prudent  system  of  finance  that  will 
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give  good  security  to  the  bonds  P  Otherwise,  why 
should  I  giro  up  the  power  I  hare  of  demanding 
annually  that  so  much  moncT  shall  be  set  aside 
to  meet  my  bonds  when  they  tall  due  ?  "  He  was 
afraid  that  this  proposal  was  not  brought  dowu 
as  part  of  any  great  scheme,  and  certainly  it  was 
brouftht  down  at  the  fug-end  of  the  session.  As 
the  Premier  explained,  it  was  not  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  Goremment  at  all.  It  was,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  put  it,  immateriaV 
whether  the  Bill  was  passed  or  not.  For  his 
part,  he  was  not  averse  to  a  consolidation  mea- 
sure. There  was  no  doubt  that  a  consolidation 
measure  would  be  of  very  considerable  Talue  in 
tho  future,  but  it  ought  to  be  part  of  a  more 
complete  system  than  was  now  presented  to  them. 
He  neld  that  they  had  been  acting  most  foolishly 
in  the  past.  Since  1867  they  h^  been  creating 
new  denominations  of  stock,  although  it  was 
determined  in  that  year  that  no  new  stock  should 
be  created ;  and  they  were  now  going  in  for  a 
number  of  small  borrowings  which  would  create 
confusion  in  the  minds  of  people  at  Home.  In 
passing  a  consolidation  measure  they  ought  to 
determine  that  the  State  should  be  the  borrower 
for  all  the  smaller  bodies,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Board  of  Works  Commissioners  at  Home.  There 
would  bo  a  reason  in  that  which  would  at  once 
commend  a  consolidation  measure  to  tho  minds 
of  the  bondholders ;  but  this  scheme  was  brought 
down  as  a  means  of  enabling  them  to  get  hold 
of  funds,  because,  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  told 
them,  "  We  are  very  hard  up  for  cash,"  and  this 
was  the  only  way  of  getting  it.  It  was  not  cre- 
ditable to  enter  upon  such  a  scheme  with  such 
an  object.  If  they  neglected  to  devise  means  to 
provide  money  until  the  moment  it  was  required 
the  negotiations  must  necessarily  be  of  a  hurried 
character,  and  must  therefore  be  conducted  in  a 
manner  which  would  not  be  advantageous  to  the 
colony.  It  had  taken  some  years  to  bring  a  com- 
plete consolidation  scheme  into  operation  in 
America,  and  the  essence  of  their  proposals  was 
that  the  persons  who  made  them  should  be  in  no 
hurry  to  obtain  tho  money,  and  it  must  be  shown 
that  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  bondholder  that 
the  transaction  should  take  place,  otherwise  he 
would  be  in  no  hurry  to  come  in  at  all. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— He  will  Uke  care  of 
that. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with 
the  measure,  because  they  were  not  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  go  to  the  bondowner  and  disclose  a  picture 
which  would  give  confidence  to  the  Home  money- 
lender. He  was  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  the 
borrowing  they  were  proposing.'  Perhaps  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  GK)vem- 
ment  would  inform  him. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Wait  till  the  Bill  comes  down. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  appealed  to  the  Premier  for 
information,  and  not  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City.  The  Premier  had  stated  that  the 
Bill  was  in  preparation,  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  state  the  amount  which  it  was 
intended  to  borrow. 

Sir  O.  GREY.— There  is  a  difficulty  in  staling 
the  amount,  because  taking  the  power  is  one 
thing  and  what  you  propose  to  borrow  is  another. 


Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  they  were  going  into 
the  Home  market  to  borrow  fresh  loans,  and  no 
doubt  their  operations  would  be  narrowly  soanned. 
The  proposal  to  borrow  would  or  would  not  be 
viewed  with  favour  just  as  the  people  at  Home 
viewed  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Government. 
And  how  did  they  stand  at  the  present  time  ? 
They  had  gone  in  for  revolutionizing  their 
finances.  They  had  taken  the  Land  Fund  from 
some  provinces,  and  it  was  to  be  distributed  for 
various  purposes  in  others  j  but  they  had  made  no 
provision  for  the  relief  of  the  public  creditor. 
And  not  only  that :  they  had  actually  made  pro- 
posals which,  so  far  from  relieving  the  colonial 
finance,  imposed  fresh  burdens  upon  it.  There  waa 
at  that  moment  no  statement  before  the  House 
which  gave  any  idea  of  their  real  condition.  They 
did  not  know  what  the  borrowing  proposals  of 
the  Government  were,  beyond  the  general  state* 
ment  that  the  Government  believed  £4,000,000 
would  have  to  be  borrowed.  But  the  consolida- 
tion scheme  ought  to  be  part  of  a  well- 
devised  system  of  finance.  The  fact  was  paraded 
that  they  were  going  to  have  what  was  called  a 
national  finance,  but  there  was  nothing  of  that 
kind  about  the  proposals  before  the  House.  There 
was  scrambling  for  land  and  scrambling  for  money 
for  roads  and  bridges,  but  there  was  no  prospect 
of  finality  in  the  future.  That  was  not  a  satif- 
factory  state  of  things,  nor  would  it  be  a  satis- 
factory statemert  to  make  in  the  London  market, 
coupled  with  tne  statement,  which  no  doubt 
would  find  wide  circulation,  that  they  were  living 
at  the  rate  of  £2,000  a  day  in  excess  of  their  in- 
come. It  appeared  to  him  that  there  ought  to 
be  placed  before  the  House  a  statement  of  the 
condition  of  things  in  the  past,  and  a  very  dis- 
tinct indication  of  what  the  proposals  for  the 
future  were  to  be.  Ho  regretted  that,  in  regard 
to  those  matters  which  would  have  given  en- 
couragement to  the  monev-lender,  no  steps  had 
been  taken  at  all.  What  had  they  done  ?  Had 
any  proposals  for  settlement  been  submitted? 
Had  the  surveys  been  extended  P  Had  anything 
been  done  towards  laying  down  a  well-matured 
scheme  of  railways,  or  for  making  more  profitable 
those  already  constructed  ?  Was  there  any  in- 
dication that  the  country  was  going  to  continue 
that  settlement  policy  which  if  dropped  must 
land  the  colony  in  considerable  difficulty?  He 
was  one  of  those  who  steadily  opposed  Sir  Julius 
Vogel's  policy,  because  he  foresaw  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  it  on  without  introducing 
the  scrambling  system  into  the  House ;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  saw  that,  while  it  was  dangerous 
to  pursue  that  policy,  it  would  be  ruinous  to  stop 
it.  He  did  not  say  that  the  Goveinunent  pro- 
posed to  do  that,  but  they  had  brought  down 
proposals  to  stop  the  land  sales,  and  they  had 
sanctioned  a  scramble  of  a  very  reckless  character. 
He  would  not  oppose  the  Bill,  although  he  re- 
garded it  with  very  mixed  feelings.  He  did  not 
look  with  favour  upon  Bills  of  this  kind  being 
brought  down  as  a  temporary  relief  to  the  reve- 
nue ;  and  he  was  afraid  that  proposals  of  thia 
sort,  unless  surrounded  with  safegnarda  of  a  pru- 
dent and  far-seeing  character,  would  be  attended 
with  serious  results  in  the  Home  money  market. 
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Mr.  HUNTER  waa  understood  to  say  that  lie 
thought  the  honorable  member  for  Avon  parllv 
misunderstood  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  pro- 
posal contained  in  this  Bill.  The  honorable 
gentleman  appeared  to  think  that  the  proposal 
vas  identical  with  that  contained  in  the  Con- 
solidated Loan  Act  of  1867 ;  but  it  w&»  really  n, 
proposal  of  a  very  different  description  from  the 
cons^'lidation  which  took  place  at  that  time,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  put  the  finances  of  the 
General  and  Provincial  Qovernments  in  a  proper 
position  and  ascertain  the  entire  indebtedness  of 
the  whole  colony,  and  afterwards  only  to  allow 
the  Qencral  Qovernment  to  issue  bonds  in  the 
Home  money  market.  But  this  Bill,  if  he  under- 
stood it  correctly,  was  a  permissive  measure.  It 
was  not  compulsory  in  any  respect.  Subsection 
4  of  clause  4  contained  these  words :  "  Any  con- 
Tersion  so  authorized  may  be  effected  either  by 
arrangement  with  the  holders  of  existing  securi- 
ties, or  by  purchase  thereof  out  of  moneys  raised 
by  a  sale  oi  new  stock,  or  partly  in  one  way  and 
partly  in  the  other."  It  appeared  to  him  that 
it  would  bo  in  the  power  of  the  bondholders  in 
England  to  make  their  election  whether  they 
would  hold  their  old  bonds  or  take  advantage  of 
this  Bill.  He  thought  that  the  value  of  this  Act 
was  shown  bj  the  eagerness  with  which  the  other 
Australian  Colonies  took  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  come  under  the  operation  of  similar 
Bills.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  also  re- 
ferred to  the  necessity  for  legislation,  but  he 
thought  the  necessity  was  for  legislation  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  This  had  been  given  effect 
to  by  the  Act  which  was  passed  through  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  which  had  given  power  is 
carry  out  all  these  arrangements.  He  thought 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  &st 
was  correct  in  his  remarks  about  4he  Sinking 
Fund.  He  held  that  it  was  sufficient  to  raise 
enough  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  loans  with- 
out haring  to  provide  for  a  Sinlcing  Fund.  The 
honorable  memoer  for  Avon  had  referred  to  the 
system  of  borrowing  pursued  in  England,  and 
had  said  that  the  rule  followed  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  money  to  the  counties  and  muni- 
cipalities was  as  follows :  The  Imperial  Govern- 
ment handed  the  money  to  Commissioners  of  the 
Boards  of  Works,  who  in  their  turn  passed  it 
on  to  the  counties  and  municipalities.  But  he 
(Mr.  Hunter)  was  certain  that  that  course  was 
not  always  pursued.  He  believed  that  the  bond- 
holders in  England  and  elsewhere  were  quite  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  false  sympathy  expressed  for  them. 
They  took  care  to  see,  before  they  lent  their 
money,  that  they  had  good  security.  If  they 
did  not  think  the  security  was  good  the  colony 
would  not  be  able  to  raise  loans.  The  proposal 
in  clause  7  that  the  Governor  in  Council  might  ar- 
lange  with  the  Bank  of  England  for  the  inscrip- 
tion of  New  Zealand  stock  was  one  that  had  been 
talked  of  for  a  number  of  years  as  likely  to  be 
beneficial  to  this  and  the  neighbouring  Australian 
Colonics,  and  an  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  had 
been  passed  through  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
When  once  Kew  Zealand  stook  could  be  inscribed 
our  bonds  would  bo  of  greater  value.  It  shoidd 
Mr.  Jfolhston 


be  understood  that  in  passing  this  Bill  Paiiia- 
ment  was  not  prejudicmg  any  of  the  ri^ts  or 
privileges  posse8»ed  by  the  present  bobdholden. 
Jt  was  optional  with  them  whether  they  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  Act  or  not,  and  the  House  might 
depend  that  they  would  not  give  up  their  old 
bonds  and  take  up  new  ones  unless  they  saw  that 
it  would  be  to  their  advantago  to  do  so.  He 
believed  that  on  the  whole  the  measure  would  be 
.very  benefieinl  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  STEVENS  understood  that  the  maiQ  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  was  to  enable  the  colony  to  make 
use  of  its  trust  funds,  in  order  to  do  away  with 
the  necessity  of  going  into  the  money  market  for 
loans  so  frequenUj.  He  thought  it  was  wise  to 
make  provision  for  the  use  of  those  funds,  and  he 
would  therefore  be  prepared  to  support  the  BilL 
The  Sinking  Fund  and  the  debentures  that  were 
outstanding  could  be  invested,  and  the  hoooraUa 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government  would 
be  enabled,  if  he  took  the  power  now  asked  for, 
to  give  effect,  at  all  events  to  some  extent,  to  that 
part  of  his  policy  on  which  he  had  laid  oonsider- 
able  stress  —  namely,  dispensing  with  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  which  had  now  reaehed  the  sum  of 
£750,000.  Ic  was  only  natural  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  wish  to  have  the  Bill 
passed,  in  order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  give 
effect  to  his  proposals.  He  (Mr.  Stevens)  had 
now  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  tor  Auckland 
City  East.  He  might  say  that  the  proposition  . 
that  the  Sinking  Fund  should  be  done  away  with 
was  made  by  himself  last  year  in  Committee  of 
Supply ;  and  the  honorable  member  for  Auekland 
City  East,  who  spoke  shortly  afterwards,  said, — 

**  Tho  suggestion  that  was  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cliiistchurch  (Mr.  Stevens),  in. 
relation  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  is  not,  to  my  nund, 
so  difficult  a  matter  as  that  honorable  genUemaa 
seemed  to  consider  it.  The  Sinking  Fund,  wSta 
all,  is  only  a  statutory  assurance  for  the  provision 
of  the  payment  of  certain  money  borrowed  by 
this  country  within  certain  times;  and  I  hav* 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  without  any  breach 
of  faith  wlnitever,  supposing  the  interest  upon  the 
money  were  paid,  the  Sinking  Funds  could  be  let 
fall  altogether." 

Then  the  honorable  gentleman  continoed, — 

"  I  say  that  the  same  law  which  made  the  Sink* 
ing  Fund  can  unmake  it.  Exactly  in  the  suae 
way  as,  if  an  income-tax  were  placed  by  this 
House  or  by  the  Assembly — for  we  have  got  too 
much  into  the  habit  of  thinking  this  House 
everything — on  all  incomes,  it  would  take  off  a 
certain  portion  or  percentage  that  we  pay  for  the 
interest  on  our  loans." 

He  did  not  think  his  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Avon  need  be  afraid  of  this  Bill, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  favourably  re- 
ceived. Ho  would  give  his  cordial  support  to  the 
motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  BilL 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
He  thought  the  honorable  member  for  Avon  had 
put  the  question  veiy  dearly  when  be  asked 
whether  the  Bill  which  the  House  was  now  asked 
to  pass  was  intended  to  gire  facilities  tp  inTctfegn 
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in  Sngland  to  dispose  of  their  money  adynn- 
tageoufly:  he  itruck  the  point  when  he  said  it 
would  be  qnestioned  in  England  whether  the  Bill 
wa«  brought  in  merelj  to  get  rid  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  or  for  the  purpose  of  doing  some  good  for 
the  bondholders.  He  understood  that  the  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  get  rid  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
for  the  future,  and  to  enable  the  accumulated 
Sinking  Fund  to  be  set  free.  His  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Christchurch  Citj  (Mr.  Sterens) 
claimed  to  hare  been  the  first  to  propose  that 
the  Sinking  Fund  should  be  done  awaj  with ;  but. 
the  House  would  remember  that  in  1867  that 
Fund  was  set  free.  It  was  then  said  that  that 
was  one  of  the  first  things  that  would  result  from 
the  consolidation  of  bonds.  It  would  be  for 
the  bondholders  to  say  whether  or  not  they  would  > 
accept  stock  which  did  not  bear  a  Sinking  Fund.  ' 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
had  said  that  the  bonds  which  did  not  bear  a 
Sinking  Fund  stood  higher  in  the  London  money  I 
market  than  those  which  did ;  but  that  was  a  | 
great  mistake.  New  Zealand  5  per  cent,  consoli-  | 
dated  bonds  issued  a  few  years  ago,  which  bore  a 
Sinking  Fund,  stood  at  104  to  105  in  the  London 
market ;  and  the  5  per  cent,  bonds  issued  last  year, 
which  did  not  bear  a  Sinking  Fund,  stood  at  101 
to  102.  Whether  it  was  that  the  people  in  Lon- 
don looked  upon  a  bond  as  being  of  greater  value 
because  it  had  a  Sinking  Fund  attached  to  it,  or 
whether  it  was  that  the  last  loan  had  not  yet  been 
taken  up  by  investors  and  was  still  in  the  hands  of 
speculators,  he  was  not  quite  certain ;  but  it  was  a 
fact  that  the  old  loans  which  had  Sinking  Funds 
attached  to  them  stood  at  a  higher  figure  by  2  or 
8  per  oent.  than  the  Uist  loan,  which  had  no  Sink- 
ing Fund.  He  did  not  think  this  was  a  good  time 
to  go  in  for  consolidating  the  loans  of  the  colony. 
They  were  going  into  the  money  market  to  borrow 
£4,000,000  while  they  were  showing  the  London 
bondholder  that  there  was  a  deficit.  They  were 
showing  the  bondholders  in  London  this,  while  at 
the  same  time  they  were  asking  them  to  take  new 
bonds  in  exchangef or  their  old  ones.  He  thought 
it  would  be  found  that  the  bondholders  would 
not  do  that  very  readily.  They  were  bound  to 
go  on  with  this  Sinking  Fund  while  those  bonds 
were  outstanding.  It  was  a  very  large  power  to 
.give — to  consolidate  the  bonds  outstanding  and 
issue  fresh  stock  —  in  the  face  of  asking  four 
millions  from  the  London .  money-lender.  He 
did  not  think  there  would  be  that  benefit  derived 
from  this  Bill  wliich  most  people  expected,  and 
he  held  the  same  view  as  that  taken  by  the  Hon. 
the  Premier,  that  it  would  be  much  better,  even 
if  the  Bill  were  passed,  not  to  put  it  in  operation 
for  some  time.  ~  While  he  was  not  opposed  to  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  he  would  much  rather  it  did 
not  pass,  but  that  it  should  remain  over  for  some 
future  time.  He  was  quite  willing  that  this 
stodc  should  be  inscribed  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, that  the  Bank  should  pay  interest,  and 
that  the  colony  should  reap  any  benefit  that 
might  attach  to  the  great  name  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  But  the  consolidation  of  the  loans 
was  quite  a  different  thing.  He  trusted  they 
would  not  consolidate  the  loans  at  the  present 
tim«.    With  ngavd  to  the  insoriptios  of  itooki  h« 


thought  it  might  be  advantageous,  bu  not  nearly 
to  the  extent  indicated  by  the  late  Premier.  The 
trust  funds  held  on  account  of  minors  over  the 
whole  of  the  Australian  Colonies  would  be  in  the 
market  free,  and  people  would  not  bo  inclined 
to  invest  in  New  Zealand  stock  in  the  London 
market  for  101  or  102  at  6  per  cent,  when  they 
could  invest  in  Australian  stock  on  more  favour- 
able  terms.  He  did  not  think  the  credit  of  New 
Zealand  stood  so  high  as  that  the  stock  should 
be  considered  in  the  London  market  as  the  best 
colonial  stock.  He  did  not  think  they  could 
realize  much  benefit  from  the  desire  of  investors  . 
to  invest  in  these  securities,  and  he  thought  they 
should  go  on  paving  to  the  Sinking  Fund  unm 
they  had  paid  off  their  debt. 

Mr.  MUBRAT  had  not  heard  any  good  reason 
adduced  for  again  bringing  forward  this  Bill,  and 
he  was  glad  the  previous  Bill  had  been  discharged 
from  the  Order  Paper.  He  did  not  see  what 
advantage  the  colony  was  to  gain  by  the  proposed 
measure.  No  doubt  it  might  relieve  them  from 
the  payment  of  £115,000  a  year,  but  that  meant 
that  they  were  not  to  pay  their  debts  or  redeem 
their  bonds  to  that  extent.  That  would  not  be 
a  saving  to  the  colony.  He  had  always  looked 
upon  the  Sinking  Fund  as  a  most  clumsy  expe- 
dient for  paying  off  their  debts.  They  were 
borrowing  continuously,  and  this  proposal  would 
enable  the  Government  to  dispense  with  borrow- 
ing yeariy  to  the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
provided  the  bondholders  agreed  to  it,  and  also 
to  release  the  accrued  Sinking  Fund;  but  it 
remained  to  be  seen  whether  the  bondholders 
would  agree,  without  the  colony  making  a  itirj 
material  sacrifice  to  induce  them  to  do  so.  It 
had  been  said  that  the  loan  issued  under  the  Con- 
solidation Act  of  1867,  with  Sinking  Fund,  stood 
at  a  higher  rate  than  the  loans  issued  with  no 
Sinking  Fund.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  loan  issued  in  1867  expired  on  the  1st  January, 
1893,  whereas  the  four  million  loan  was  not  re- 
payable until  the  beginning  of  the  next  century, 
those  who  held  the  first  loan  being  therefore 
holders  of,  as  it  were,  a  prior  or  preference  claim. 
There  was  no  reason  fbr  saying  that  the  stock 
would  sell  at  less  value  with  the  Sinking  Fund 
than  it  would  without  it.  Seeing  that  the  colony 
would  derive  no  special  advantage  by  the  pro- 
posed measure,  and  that  it  was  one  for  the  benefit 
of  the  bondholders,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for 
making  the  Act  retrospective.  The  payments 
they  were  making  every  year  reduced  the  neces- 
sity for  the  consmidation  of  the  loans.  On  these 
grounds  he  trusted  the  Government  would  not,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  ask  the  House  to 
pass  such  an  important  measure. 

Mr.  TRAYERS  pointed  out  that  the  money 
accumulated  one  year  was  devoted  to  the  extin- 
guishing of  a  certain  number  of  bonds  by  means 
of  annual  drawing,  which  he  considered  to  be  an 
important  thing  for  the  colony.  He  disagreed 
with  the  idea  that,  because  it  was  supposed  that 
the  colony  was  in  an  unsatisfaotoir  financial  con- 
dition, which  he  did  not  at  all  credit,  they  should 
not  take  steps  to  consolidate  their  loans.  1^ 
impression  was  that  the  earlier  thoy  took  such  a 
itfp  ti)«  better,     Inaamuch  m  this  Bill  was  per* 
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mitsire  in  its  obaracter,  he  ooold  lee  no  reason 
at  all  whj  it  should  not  become  law.  His  im- 
preetion  was  that  the  QoTemment  would  exercise 
a  wise  discretion  by  endeayouring  to  consolidate 
the  loans  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Sir  W.  PITZ HERBERT.  — As  I  hare 
had  considerable  experience  of  the  subject  with 
which  this  measure  deals,  I  desire  to  address  a 
few  words  to  the  Committee,  although  I  hare  no 
hope  of  being  able  to  induce  honorable  members 
to  asree  with  the  opinions  which  I  hold,  and 
which  are  opposed  to  the  Bill.  Last  jear  a  mea- 
sure was  introduced  called  **Tho  Inscription  of 
Stock  Bill,"  but  the  real  character  of  which  is 
more  fully  dereloped  under  the  present  title  of 
"The  Consolidated  Stock  Bill."  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  confusion,  it  appears  to  me,  in  the  minds 
of  honorable  members  with  regard  to  this  Bill. 
Let  me  endeavour  to  simplify,  if  I  can,  some  of 
the  parts  of  this  measure.  Let  us  not  confound 
the  inscription  or  registration  of  stock  with  the 
consolidation  of  stock.  Thej  are  altogether  dif- 
ferent questions ;  jet,  to  hear  some  of  the  riews 
expressed  in  respect  to  this  Bill,  it  would  seem  as 
if  thej  were  merely  riewed  in  one  light.  It  is 
Tery  patent  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  adran- 
tageous  to  enlarge,  as  it  were,  the  area  of  the 
customers  for  our  loans.  Clearly,  if  we  can 
tempt  that  Tery  desirable  class  of  investors 
known  as  "trustees,"  we  shall,  of  course,  hare 
a  much  larger  demand  for  our  securities.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  dwell  on  those  advantages. 
No  one  for  a  moment  would  propose  to  reject  any 
measure  which  had  simply  that  for  its  object.  But 
it  is  an  altogether  diuerent  question  when  you 
eome  to  consolidate  your  debt,  to  bring  it,  as  it 
were,  under  one  denomination,  and  to  endeavour 
to  carry  out  this  negotiation — namely,  to  ask  the 
holders  of  your  stock  to  exchange  the  securities 
they  hold  for  others  with  which  you  are  going 
to  replace  them.  That  is  the  operation  now 
Boueht  to  be  legalized  by  this  Bill.  Now,  what 
is  the  object  which  we  have  in  view?  Do  not 
let  us  deceive  ourselves,  but  let  us  frankly  ad- 
mit what  it  is  that  we  desire.  We  hare  got,  I 
think,  somewhere  about  £1,200,000 — an  amount 
made  up  of  the  savings  of  several  years.  We 
pay,  also,  annually  an  amount  of  about  £180,000 
—a  heavy  charge  npon  our  consolidated  revenue. 
That  is  the  temptation  which  induces  successive 
Treasurers  to  come  and  ask  for  this  consolidation. 
Let  us  strip  this  question  of  another  consideration 
with  whicn,  I  think,  it  is  rather  confounded. 
There  is  an  idea  of  prejudice — or  perhaps  it  would 
be  more  respectful  to  say,  of  "  opinion  " — against 
sinking  funds  in  general.  Do  not  let  those  who 
haye  an  objection  to  such  a  mode  of  redeeming 
their  loans  be  therefore  incontinently  betrayed 
into  the  support  of  a  measure  of  this  sort.  I  am 
willing  to  concede  that  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  borrow  without  havine  recourse  to  the 
additional  charge  of  a  sinking  lund.  Let  us  ana- 
lyze this  objection  a  little.  It  is  not  an  objection 
to  providing  some  means  for  future  repayment. 
That  is  an  opinion  which  no  one  would  be  pre- 
pared to  defend.  The  objection  is  not  to  the 
prudence  of  laying  by  in  a  proper  maniMr  j  but 
Mr,  Travers 


it  is  a  yalid  and  reasonable  objection  to  beiog 
compelled  to  lay  by  year  by  year  whrn  it  may  be 
highly  inconvenient.  I  think  honorable  meoh 
hers  are  rather  apt  to  object  to  the  thing  itself 
because  of  the  objectionable  mode  in  which  it  a 
sought  to  be  brought  about.  Let  ua  consider  a 
little.  Is  it  so  unreasonable  for  countries  that 
borrow  to  lay  by  sums  from  time  to  thne,  ia 
order  to  repay  at  the  earliest  opportunitj  and 
in  the  most  convenient  manner  they  cmo  ?  If  so, 
what  then  may  be  raid  of  the  imprudence  ai^ 
rashness  of  a  great  country  like  that  great  Be> 
public  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  which 
has  for  some  years  been  making  the  moet  strenu- 
ous efforts  to  diminish  its  large  public  debt! 
But  let  me  advert  to  another  example  which,  if 
that  republican  example  is  abhorrent  to  the  mind 
of  the  House,  may  perhaps  have  greater  wdght 
Let  us  look  to  how  the  tfnances  in  that  respect 
are  managed  in  (freat  Britain.  Is  it  to  be  sap- 
pored  that  the  successive  Chancellors  of  t4ie  Ex- 
chequer there  look  with  calmness  and  composnie 
upon  their  large  debt,  and  do  not  make  eflbrts 
to  repay  it  upon  such  occasions  and  ao  often  as 
opportunity  prudently  demands  ?  I  think  there 
is  a  kind  of  idea  floating  in  the  minds  of  many 
that  the  large  public  debt  of  Great  Britain  is  not 
being  diminished,  that  it  remains  im  ttetiu  qwo, 
and  that  no  eflbrts  whateyer  are  being  made  to 
diminish  it.  So  far  is  that  from  being  the  ose, 
there  has  been  during  the  last  twenty  years  a 
very  considerable  reduction  in  the  public  debt 
of  Great  Britoin.  Twenty  years  ago  the  figures 
were  £839,519,826,  or,  in  round  number*,  nearly 
£840,000,000.  Now,  by  the  latest  return  whidi 
has  been  issued,  the  debt  stands  at  £775,873,000, 
being  a  reduction  in  twenty  years  of  nearly 
£64,000,000.  It  is  an  argument  often  used,  "How 
foolish  it  is  to  put  by  a  Sinking  Fund  to  pay  yovir 
debts  when  you  are  borrowing ! "  If  that  is  so, 
what  foolish  people  the  Cbancrllors  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  at  Home  must  be,  as  this  operation  has 
been  going  on  for  the  last  twenty  years.  In  tl^ 
time  considerable  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  debt,  but  they  have  nevertheless  been  paying 
it  off,  and,  as  1  have  shown,  during  the  latt 
twenty  years  they  have  diminished  the  debt  by 
£64,000,000.  Do  not  let  us  suppose  that  this  ii 
a  kind  of  obligation  and  responsibility  that  ve 
can  lightly  evade.  Do  not  let  us  suppose,  in  the 
confidence  of  a  young  country,  that  we  can  go  on 
borrowing  and  never  think  of  the  future,  casting 
every  burden  off  for  the  present,  and  letting  the 
future  take  care  of  itself.  I  haye  said  so  modi 
because  I  think  there  is  a  great  de^  of  miacon- 
ception  and  a  good  deal  of  prejudice  against 
this  idea  of  laying  aside  sometliing  in  order  to 
recover  and  take  up  the  capital  sums  of  our  debt. 
Now,  do  not  let  it  be  concluded  from  what  I  have 
said — at  any  rate  I  shall  belieye  myself  to  be 
very  badly  understood  if  such  a  conclusion  ehould 
be  'drawn  from  what  I  have  said — ^that  I  am 
opposed  to  a  measure  of  this  sort.  Frankly,  I 
admit  that  I  think  it  is  a  very  desirable  measure ; 
but,  like  many  other  desirable  measures,  the 
question  arises  as  to  the  opportunity  and  sm  to  the 
fitness  of  the  time  for  the  introduction  of  the 
measure.    I  think  a  more  inopportune   time  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Oontolidated 


[HOUSE.] 


Stoeh  Bill. 


708 


-was  impossible  to  hare  selected  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  measure  of  this  sort.  Wbv  do  I 
think  90  P  In  order  to  answer  thnt  question  we 
xnu9t  fairly  consider  what  is  the  kind  of  operation 
that  we  are  proposing  to  ourselves  by  this  Bill. 
Of  course  no  one  who  has  given  a  moment's  con- 
eideratiou  to  this  subject  will  need  to  be  told 
that  it  is  not  a  compulsory  measure.  Of  course 
that  would  be  simply  proposing  an  act  of  repu- 
diation. It  not  being  so,  it  being  a  measure  of 
xnutuality,  let  us  look  at  what  .will  naturally  be 
the  inquiries  made  by  the  other  parties  with 
-whom  we  propose  to  deal  under  this  Bill.  When 
you  go  ana  ask  them  to  give  up  tlie  bonds  which 
they  hold,  to  which  are  attached  certain  privi- 
leges, and  to  which  already  there  is  attached  a 
material  security  to  the  large  amount  to  which  I 
have  referred — when  they  are  asked  to  give  up 
advantoges  also  annually  accruing  in  increment 
of  that  sum  already  so  large,  you  must  be  pre- 
pared to  offer  them  some  advantages.  Not  only 
must  you  be  so  prepared,  but  you  must  be 
ready  frankly  to  tell  them  all  about  your  finances 
at  the  present  moment,  and  all  about  your 
finances  for  some  time  to  come.  It  i^  not  reason- 
able to  suppose — and  if  you  think  it  is  reasonable, 
and  attempt  it,  you  will  make  a  mess  of  it— that 
•with  a  high  hand  you  may  decline  to  answer 
any  questions ;  or,  if  you  do  not  decline  lo  answer 
questions,  if  you  are  unable  to  answer  them  in 
the  most  perfectly  satisfactory  manner,  do  not 
suppose  that  any  proposals  for  exchange  would 
be  acceptable.  What,  then,  will  bo  the  nature 
of  those  inquiries  ?  It  will  be  asked,  "  How  do 
^ou  stand  ?  What  are  your  probable  borrow- 
ing intentions  for  the  future  ?  *'  It  will  be 
pointed  out  that  already  you  have  gone  to  a  very 
great  extent  indeed,  and  they  will  ask  you,  "  Are 
vou  going  on  for  the  next  ten  years  as  you  have 
been  going  on  for  the  last  ten  years  ?  If  not,  to 
\rhat  extent  ?  What  is  the  present  state  of  your 
finances  ?  Are  they  such  that  you  have  large 
balances- -that  you  yourselves  believe  that  the 
condition  of  your  finance  is  such  as  to  be  one  of 
complete  congratulation  ?  Can  you  say  that  you 
have  confidence  in  the  future?  Do  you  know 
what  you  are  about?  Are  you  going  on  to 
borrow  for  the  next  ten  years  as  you  have  been 
in  the  past,  not  only  as  to  amount,  but  borrowing 
blindly — first  getting  the  money  and  then  con- 
sidering what  you  are  to  expend  it  on  ?  Is  that 
to  be  the  style  of  your  future  finance  ?  "  All 
these  will  bo  the  pertinent  inquiries  which  tliose 
irhom  you  ask  to  exchange  the  bonds  they  have, 
with  all  the  advantages  which  have  accrued, 
will  peremptorily  reqmre  to  be  answered  in  a 
clear  and  precise  manner.  There  will  be  no 
evading  them,  and,  if  your  replies  are  not  per- 
fectly satisfactory,  in  proportion  will  your  at- 
tempt be  a  failure.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  twitted 
with  any  desire  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
any  portion  of  autobiography,  but  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  the  opinions  which  I  hold  on 
this  subject  are  the  result  of  deep  reflection  and 
considerable  experience.  I  say  considerable  ex- 
perience, because  I  know  of  only  two  operations 
similar  to  this  which  have  taken  place  in  any  of 
our  colonies.    The  one  was  in  Canada  some  twelve 


or  thirteen  years  ago,  and  the  other  was  in  this 
colony  some  nine  years  ago;  and  of  the  latter  I 
was  charged  with  the  entire  and  sole  respon- 
sibility. X)o  not  let  the  House  suppose  that  I  am 
talking  at  all  in  an  egotistic  way.  I'  have  never, 
for  various  reasons,  had  an  opportunity  of  pub- 
Ucly  stating  in  this  House  some  of  the  transac- 
tions with  which  I  was  then  charged ;  but  I  will 
say  so  much  in  order  to  show  at  any  rate  that  the 
advice  which  I  now  venture  to  give  to  this  House 
is  advice  u|)on  which  I  acted  myself  when  I  waa 
representing  this  colony  under  a  deep  sense  of 
responsibility.  When,  at  the  end  of  1867, 1  waa 
sent  Home  on  that  mission,  I  had  a  twofold  duty 
imposed  upon  me.  One  was  to  endeavour  to  ar- 
range with  the  Imperial  Government  for  a  large 
amount  which  they  cbimed  at  the  hands  of  this 
colony,  amounting  to  three-quarters  of  a  million, 
and  the  other  was  to  consolidate  our  loans.  Now, 
how  did  I  set  about  that?  I  had  no  sooner 
reached  the  shores  of  England  than  I  was  beset 
on  all  sides  with  inquiries,  and  urgent  requests 
that  I  would  not  loiter  about  my  work — that  the 
market  was  ready,  and  never  waa  there  such  a 
favourable  opportunity.  I  respectfully  disre- 
garded all  such  solicitations  :  not  from  any  disre- 
spect— for  many  of  them  came  from  most  friendly 
quarters,  and  quarters  upon  which  I  liad  every 
reason  subsequently  to  place  great  rehance — but 
there  is  an  old  saying,  Festina  lenie,  and  it  is 
of  very  frequent  application.  There  was  also 
another  consideration  which  weighed  with  me.  I 
felt  that  the  responsibility  rested  with  me  alone  ; 
and  this  is  how  I  reasoned:  that  it  would  be 
premature  for  me  to  ask  persons  to  exchange 
good  securities,  with  advantages  attaching  to 
them,  unless  I  was  prepared  to  make  a  perfectly 
clean  breast  of  it  and  to  show  that  there  were 
no  particular  disadvantages  under  which  our 
finances  at  that  time  rested ;  and  I  felt  that, 
going  into  the  market  to  accomplish  so  difficult 
and  delicate  an  operation,  I  might  be  met  at  the 
very  threshold  with  the  inquiry,  "How  about 
the  Imperial  debt?"  I  therefore  determined  to 
leave  behind  the  question  of  consolidation  until  I 
had  settled  one  way  or  another  the  question  of  the 
debt  for  which  we  were  bein^  pressed ;  and,  after 
four  months'  difficult  negotiations,  I  did  accom- 
plish the  entire  exoneration  of  the  colony  from 
the  whole  of  that  debt.  Not  a  day,  however, 
did  I  lose,  after  the  removal  of  this  preliminary 
obstacle,  when  I  was  able  to  go  into  the  city  and 
inform  persons  of  what  had  been  done,  to  take 
counsel  with  brokers  and  other  persons  who  could 
give  me  the  best  possible  advice  with  regard  to 
the  consohdation  of  our  stock.  I  then  found  that 
I  was  met  in  an  altogether  different  manner.  I 
was  a  peraon  free  from  debt,  as  far  as  representing 
the  colony  was  concerned,  and  then  I  was  in  a 
position  to  make  favourable  terms.  Considerins 
the  frequent  admonitions  that  have  been  addressed 
to  the  old  politicians  of  this  country,  that  they 
should  not  presume  to  give  utterance  to  their 
opinions  in  this  House,  nevertheless  I  am  bold 
enough  to  say  that  I  think  there  are  times  when 
wo  mav,  prudently,  and  without  being  charged 
with  egbtism,  give  advice  in  that  sense.  In  the 
face  of  this  Committee  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
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ono  who  was  concerned  in  that  large  transaction 
would  express  anj  other  opinion  tl^  that  there 
sere r  was  anj  more  perfect  success  than  was  that 
operation.  There  hare  been  imputations  cast 
in  this  House  and  reflections  made  upon  the 
imperfect  manner  in  which  that  transaction  was 
aeoomplished,  and  it  is  almost  the  onlj  occasion 
on  which  I  hare  heard  such  opinions  expressed ; 
but  when  I  hear  such  arguments  as  that  all  the 
sncoess  depended  upon  the  brokers,  I  cannot  but 
be  reminded  of  this :  We  will  saj  that  after  fight- 
ing for  his  country  Pailiament  passed  a  Tote  of 
thanks  to  a  successful  General,  and  then  he' was 
met  with  this  obeerration :  *'  Yon  did  not  win  the 
battle;  it  was  jour  soldiers."  I  saj  that  the 
Terj  same  principle  that  so  successful!/  led  to  the 
aocoropUshment  of  that  particular  operation  of 
consolidation  is  equallj  applicable  to-daj  and  for 
all  time.  But  are  we  in  the  same  condition  now 
that  we  were  in  then  ?  I  saj,  bj  our  own  admis- 
sions, our  circumstanoes  are  not  the  same.  Let 
us  see  what  is  the  difference.  Apparently  bj 
the  more  or  less  unanimous  desire  of  this  House, 
we  have  declared  that  we  are  going  to  orer- 
look  the  whole  of  our  fiscal  sjstem  —  we  are 
goinc  seriou»]j  to  consider  that  great  question 
of  the  incidence  of  taxation  upon  the  people 
of  this  oountrj ;  and  who  is  bold  enough,  wno 
is  wise  enough,  who  is  experienced  enough  to 
look  into  the  future,  and  declare,  in  such  a 
precise  manner  as  people  who  will  be  asked  to 
exchange  one  secuntj  for  another  would  wish 
to  be  informed,  preciselj  and  deflnitelj,  and  in 
figures,  what  will  be  the  outcome  and  result  of 
such  legislation  upon  our  revenues  P  Yet  we  are 
to  go  in  the  dark  and  saj  to  the  holders  of  our 
bonds  at  Home,  *'  Come  and  exchange  with  us ; 
we  want  it;  come  and  exchange."  Thej  will 
answer,   **How  about  jour  fiuancesP    You  are 

Sing  to  alter  the  whole  incidence  of  taxation, 
tn  jou  tell  us  what  will  be  the  result?  Can 
jou  tell  us,  whoerer  jou  are,  deputed  to  conduct 
theee  negotiations,  what  will  be  the  exact  result  ? 
It  maj  be  what  jou  estimate ;  it  maj  be  that 
JOU  are  a  xary  able  and  a  Terj  good  financier,  and 
a  prudent  man,  and  that  jou  would  not  wilf uUj 
dcKoeire  us  :  but  pardon  us  that  we  cannot  accept 
jour  loose  estimates  upon  a  matter  so  nearlj 
affecting  our  interests."  I  ask,  plainlj,  whether 
there  is  common  sense  in  that,  or  not ;  but  I  will 
go  further,  and  I  imagine  the  holders  of  bonds 
who  were  being  treated  with  being  told  that, 
through  the  alteration  in  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion, and  through  taking  iour-fifths  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lauded  estate,  whether  bj  sale  or 
bj  rents,  our-rerenue  moj  bc,/ind  probablj  will 
be,  increased.  But  I  saj  that  no  one  could 
undertake  to  state  anjthing  definitely  upon  so 
serious  a  question  and  in  such  a  responsible 
position.  This,  I  think,  is  the  question  which 
nas  to  be  ascertained :  VVhat  is  to  be  the  result 
on  the  consolidated  revenue  ?  And  I  saj,  again, 
no  one  will  be  bold  enough  to  affirm  tlmt  it  will 
bring  into  the  consolidated  rerenue  any  definite 
increase.  The  whole  matter  is  perfectlj  indefi- 
nite at  present.  X  beg  to  call  (ne  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  another  class  of  considerations. 
I   said  the  introduction  of    this  measure  was 


inopportune,  and  I  will  tell  jou  whj.  I  think 
the  Tcrj  mode  of  its  introduction  is  inopportune 
— that  there  is  a  huny  about  it  for  which  I  wm 
unable  to  account.  Now,  in  reality,  d^iberat#- 
ness  ought  to  be  the  essence  of  any  sueh  operation. 
Would  any  one  go  and  show  that  b«  ia  in  a 
comer,  show  he  is  anxious,  display  his  hurxy,  or 
admit  in  any  way  that  he  is  forced,  that  he  must 
have  it,  that  he  will  haTe  it  P  If  he  did  so,  I  say 
his  negotiation  is  pro  tamio  damaged.  Of  aU 
neflotiations  this  one  ou^ht  to  be  approadied  nol 
on^  in  the  calmest  spirit,  but,  I  might  also  say, 
in  a  most  indolent  and  nonekalaiU  state  of  mind. 
If  you  approach  these  holders  with  the  aUghtesI 
hurry  or  undue  anxiety  they  will  at  once  say — 
and  thcT  will  talk  pret^  plainly  on  theee  maUen 
in  England — **Sir,  we  understand  it  alL  You 
are  at  present  obliged  to  lay  by  ererj  year 
£180,000 ;  and  now  you  want  to  seixe  the  nx^s 
and  that  is  the  cause  of  your  anxiety,  it  is 
nonsense  to  tell  us  you  are  perfectly  at  em^e  in 
your  finance,  for  eTerything  that  ia  diadoaed 
shows  the  contrary."  I  say,  after  showing  flrat» 
the  result  of  your  change  in  the  incidence  of 
taxation,  and  then  the  result  of  the  taking  of 
four-fifths  of  the  land  revenue,  and  showing — 
and  I  understand  it  is  intended  to  show  th£-> 
that  you  are  bringing  about  something  like  an 
equilibrium  between  expenditure  and  income  hj 
retrenchment,  that  then  jou  will  make  the  bond- 
holders attend,  and  then  thej  will  make  no 
hard  bargain.  Show  them  what  jou  are  about  to 
do  in  the  future.  Let  them  know  wUclhcr  jou 
are  going  to  borrow  £10,000,000  for  the  purpoee 
of  completing  jour  railwaj  oommuiiicalton  and 
other  public  works.  But  let  jour  mind  be  a 
blank  on  all  those  subjects  and  jou  had  better  not 
attempt  negotiations.  To  summarixe  what  I  have 
said  to  the  Committee,  I  repeat,  that  the  time  ia 
inopportune  for  these  negotuttions,  and  that,  pre- 
cedent to  entering  into  them,  jou  should  take  aU 
those  measures  which  I  have  indiciOed,  and  go 
to  the  holders  of  jour  bonds  with  a  daan  shot 
and  with  a  thorough  knowledge  and  appreciation 
of  jour  affairs,  looking  to  the  future^  so  that  when 
JOU  are  catediixed  imd  examined  as  to  the  slate 
of  the  countrj  and  its  prospects  you  can  give  a 
plain  answer.  Then  the  result  will  he  aatis&^oiy. 
Let  me  say  this,  also,  as  to  the  eageroese  diai^yed 
in  bringing  forward  this  measure :  I  can  raaily 
understand  the  great  temptation  that  any  Trea- 
surer has  when  he  news,  in  a  manner  almost  to 
make  his  mouth  water,  a  rent-charge  of  £180,000 
a  ^ear  which  he  can  care  and  grasp,  aa  he  im- 
agines, by  only  holding  out  his  hand — £180,000 
of  our  own  money,  the  result  of  the  prudenoe  of 
past  arrangements,  and  thus  be  able  to  make 
both  ends  meet  by  this  saving  of  £180,000  a  year. 
Happy  the  Treasurer  who  could  do  that  hj 
mere! J  stretching  forth  his  right  hand !  It  is  a 
great  temptation,  and  I  almost  pitj  anj  Treasurer 
who  has  hud  such  a  temptation  to  meet.  I  think 
it  would  be  difficult  to  answer  how  far  he  might 
jield  to  it.  Alreadj  I  am  afraid  Trcasurera  are 
too  apt  to  fall  into  that  error  into  which  the  hen- 
wife  falls  who  counts  her  chickens  before  they  sure 
hatched  ;  and  I  would  warn  anj  Treasux-er  of  the 
danger  of  dleujating  too  mndi  on  thoao  letolta 
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This  mattor  is  not  dependent  upon  us,  but  upon 
those  who  guard  their  own  well ;  and  the  nego- 
tiation cannot  be  carried  on  in  a  hurry.  ITio 
successful  issue  of  it  is  a  process  of  time,  and 
is  mainly  dependent  upon  those  points  being 
flrit  cleared  up  to  winch  I  hare  drawn  tbe 
Attention  of  tbe  Committee.  There  are  many 
points  which  could  haye  been  very  largely  deve- 
loped, and  I  should  bare  been  very  glad  to  have 
done  so  were  I  not  re^rdful  of  the  patience  of 
the  Oommittee ;  but  still,  in  what  I  have  said,  I 
have  felt  that  I  had  a  duty  to  discharge,  and  I 
hare  endearonred  to  do  it.  I  say  that  by  hurrying 
this  roaiter  now  no  good  will  come  of  it.  On  the 
contrary,  you  will  be  spoiling  your  chances  for  the 
future  of  carrying  out  the  most  odmirable  nego- 
tiations and  proposals  that  could  possibly  be  miule 
for  the  good  of  the  colony.  You  are  marring  those 
prospects  by  trying  to  grasp  at  a  shadow  which 
will  elude  you  even  before  your  hand  is  stretehed 
but;  while,  on  the  contrary,  you  will  have  the  sub- 
stance if  you  approach  the  subject  in  the  way  I 
suggest.  It  is  the  interest  J  feel  in  the  welfare 
of  this  country  that  has  led  me  to  trouble  the 
Committee  with  these  remarks,  and  I  commend 
what  I  have  said  to  the  serious  consideration  of 
honorable  memben.  If  it  be  true  that  you  are 
not  getting  any  benefit,  if  it  be  true  that  there 
are  certain  difficulties  which  mar  what  would 
otherwise  be  an  admirable  transaction,  why 
should  you  force  it  on  P  Why  should  you  pass 
such  a  measure,  when  you  are  in  the  middle  of 
many  things  which  are  not  yet  complete  ?  Why 
not  wait  and  see  the  result  of  the  proposals  to 
economize?  Whnt  effect  do  you  think  this  will 
have  upon  the  persons  to  whom  you  are  about  to 
go  ?  Why  not  wait  until  you  can  see  t  he  net 
result  of  the  increment  to  your  revenue  by  taking 
the  Land  Fund  ?  It  behoves  any  prudent  finan- 
cier, and  it  is  not  at  all  incompatible  with  pro- 
gress, to  look  forward  to  some  means  by  which 
proposals  might  be  made  for  not  merely  redeem- 
ing a  great  amount  of  tbe  public  debt,  but  to 
make  some  provision  by  which  that  redemption 
might  be  accomplished  without  burdening  the 
people,  and  in  a  manner  which  would  adjust 
Itself  to  the  exigencies  of  the  country  from  year 
to  year.  There  is  one  other  point  I  desire  to 
impress  upon  the  Committee,  and  it  is  this :  that, 
when  an  operation  of  this  sort  is  proposed,  you 
ought  to  be  enabled  to  say  distinctly,  within  a 
certain  number  of  years  beforehand,  "  That  will 
be  the  limit  of  our  borrowing,  and  the  objects  on 
which  tbe  borrowed  money  will  be  expended  will 
be  of  such  and  such  a  character."  Looking  at 
the  present  circumstance  of  this  country,  I  am 
stire  that  I  cannot  be  regarded  as  overstating  the 
case  when  I  say  that  the  policy  of  Immigration 
and  Public  Works  is  not  more  than  half  accom- 
plished. When  I  look  at  the  large  gaps,  not  onlv 
in  tlie  North  Island,  but  elsewhere,  I  cannot  think 
that  this  country  will  be  content  to  allow  those 
gaps  to  remain  from  generation  to  generation.  In 
a  new  country  we  cannot  afford  to  lie  by  so  long. 
I  cannot  but  consider  that  a  great  mistake  has 
been  made  in  carrying  our  great  trunk  lines  of 
railway  parallel  to  the  sea-shore.  What  have  we 
Been  P    Natural   demands  everywhere  that  the 
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interior  of  the  country  should  be  brought  into 
communication  with  our  many  important  ports. 
How  is  it  possible  that  we  can  allow  one  part  of 
the  country  to  be  provided  for,  and  not  another  P 
How  can  the  interior  of  the  country  be  utUiased  P 
How  are  you  to  fill  this  magnificent  country  with 
people  to  carry  on  settlement,  and  to  make  roads, 
bridges,  and  railways  P  You  cannot  do  that  with- 
out borrowed  money.  Still,  you  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared to  say  as  nearly  as  possible  what  you  are 
about  to  do ;  and,  if  you  are  unable  to  do  that 
to-day,  then,  I  say,  you  are  not  in  a  position 
to  bring  forward  a  measure  of  this  sort.  This 
measure  ought  to  be  concurrent  with  other  finan- 
cial measures  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 
There  is  one  other  point  upon  which  I  ought  to 
make  a  few  observations,  and  it  is  this :  When, 
some  nine  years  ago,  it  became  imperative  to 
consolidate  our  loans,  wo  did  it  because  we  were 
compelled  by  the  consideration  that  there  were 
holders  of  a  great  variety  of  bonds  who  scarcely 
knew  to  whom  thev  should  look ;  and  concurrently 
with  that  proposiJ  stringent  measures  were  taken 
by  this  House  to  check  the  free  loose  borrowing 
which  every  governmental  body  indulged  io, 
because  it  was  found  that  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  very  much  affected  by  this  indiscri- 
minate and  promiscuous  borrowing.  And  what 
have  we  been  doing  since  P  Without  restraint, 
almost  with  unirersal  applause,  each  has  been 
aiding  the  other — I  will  not  say  in  a  manner 
that  was  not  proper,  but  each  has  been  aiding 
the  other  to  improve  our  harbours,  to  build  our 
bridges,  to  drain  our  towns,  and  to  do  every  other 
kind  of  work  that  civilized  men  in  new  ooun tries 
are  called  upon  to  do.  We  almost  rejoiced 
when  we  squeezed  through  the  Legislature  a  loan 
of  a  quarter  of  a  million,  or  even  £400,000  or 
£500,000.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion, and,  like  Mr.  Micawber,  wo  have  gone  out* 
side  and  thanked  a  merciful  Providence  that  that 
was  provided  for.  In  plain  language,  we  liave 
gone  on  like  blindfold  children  playing  *' blind- 
man's  buff."  But  the  day  is  coming  when  it  will 
be  necessary  to  gather  up  all  that,  and  if  we  do 
not  act  more  prudently  our  credit  will  fnU.  Here- 
tofore we  have  evaded  these  stem  duties;  in 
an  uncourageous  spirit  we  have  shut  our  eyes  to 
them.  But  people  at  Home  will  not  allow  that 
to  continue.  If  our  main  lines  of  railway  were 
complete,  if  our  harbours  were  propeily  provided 
for,  and  we  knew  that  we  should  not  have  to  go 
to  the  English  money  market  for  some  consider 
able  time,  then  we  might  disregard  any  dissatis- 
faction at  promiscuous  borrowing  by  local  and 
municipal  bodies.  Suppose  I  were  in  a  position 
to  ask  a  question  to  which  an  answer  might  be 
peremptorily  required,  I  am  afraid  there  U  no 
member  of  this  House  who  would  be  able  to 
answer  the  question  I  am  about  to  ask.  It  is 
this:  What,  to-day,  is  the  total  amount  of  all 
the  borrowing  in  New  Zealand  by  pubhc  bodies, 
exclusive  of  the  Gleneral  Qt>vemmont  P  Can 
any  one  answer  that  question  P  I  honestly  be- 
lieve there  is  not  a  man  in  the  House  who 
can.  Yet  blindly  we  go  on.  I  can  say  that 
I  have  at  various  times  earnestly  and  truhr 
tried  to  induce  the  House  to  shut  ^o  door.     'Vya 
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liad  establithed  the  credit  of  this  cdonj  oa  a 
basis  upon  which  a  good  deal  of  m&gnificent 
superstruoture  had  been  raised.  We  were  then 
in  a  sound  position:  bnt  we  hare  gone  on  en- 
cooraging  each  other  to  borrow  until  to^laj  we 
do  not  know  the  amount  of  what  we  owe.  I  shall 
be  asked,  ''What  is  the  good  of  bringing  up  such 
jeremiads,  such  prognostications  of  eril,  such 
imaginary  bogies,  to  frighten  us  ?  We  know  what 
the  result  wiU  be  ;  but  what  has  that  to  do  with 
us?"  I  tell  the  Committee  plainly  that  it  has 
ererything  to  do  with  us.  The  time  is  not  &r 
distant  wnen  we  shall  be  brought  face  to  face 
-with  that  question,  and  I  will  tell  you  how,  in 
my  opinion,  it  will  be  Tiewed  by  the  people  at 
H!ome.  If  we  say  to  them,  "  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  us,  it  is  no  ohild  of  ours ;  if  the  municipaJity 
of  A  or  B  refuses  to  pay  its  interest  and  sinking 
fund  whencTer  it  may  be  due,  that  is  your  look- 
out, you  should  not  hare  lent  your  money  to 
them,"  those  persons  will  say,  '*We  made  our 
adyances  upon  the  strength  of  a  BiU.  That  Bill 
receiTed  the  assent  of  the  Legi^ture  :  not  only 
that,  it  receiTed  the  assent  of  the  €h>Teraor  of 
the  colony.  We  hare  got  your  indorsement,  and 
-we  look  to  yon."  It  cannot  be  denied  that  we 
hare  shut  our  eyes  to  the  indebtedness  of  the 
colony ;  but  my  mind  is  clear  as  to  the  future.  I 
fear  you  hare'  made  a  hard  bed  for  yourselres ; 
but  with  regard  to  the  future  eTenr  inquiry 
should  be  made.  If  you  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  your  outstanding  accounts,  pos- 
sioly  Tou  would  hesitate ;  perhaps  you  would 
repudiate  any  liability.  Woe  betide  you  if  you 
did.  Woe  betide  you  for  the  success  of  your 
coming  negotiations  if  those  intrusted  with  them 
had  to  answer  this  question.  This  country  should 
liaTe  a  policy  on  that  point.  It  should  pass  a 
declaratory  Act,  pronouncing  that  it  would  not, 
in  the  future,  be  responsible  for  any  municipal 
borrowing.  There  are  many  ways  in  which  the 
colony  can  protect  itself.  I  need  not  trouble  the 
House  by  referring  to  them  in  detail ;  but  I  do 
•  wish  to  point  out  the  gigantic  nature  of  that 
liability,  and  to  recommend  the  House  to  take  it 
into  serious  account.  Tou  ought  to  haye  no  un- 
certain reply  to  the  interrogatories  that  will  be 
put  to  you  in  the  London  money  market.  I 
haye  nothing  further  to  say,  except  to  thank  the 
Committee  for  its  attention,  and  to  commend  my 
obscryations  to  its  serious  consideration. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leaye  giyen  to  sit 
again. 

WESTLAKD  AND  NELSON  COAL  FIELDS 
BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legiilatiye  Council  in  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  moyed,  That  aU  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislatiye  Council  in 
this  Bill  be  agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  that 
in  the  clause  which  limits  the  duration  of  leases ; 
and  that  Messrs.  Curtis,  Sharp,  and  the  mover  be 
appointed  Managers  to  draw  up  reasons  for  such 
disagreement.  He  explained  that  the  principal 
alteration  made  by  the  Legislatiye  Counm  was  to 
the  effect  that  tlie  maximum  date  of  the  leases 
Sir  W,  Fdzherheri 


should  only  be  lor  forty-two  yesrt  inetead  of 
ninety-nine  years. 

Mr.  TKAVEBS  thought  that  if  tke  lews 
were  only  granted  for  forty-two  years  it  wo^d 
be  difficult  to  get  pe<^le  to  engage  in  coal  mfnw^ 
and  that  it  would  practically  be  sfaattmg  op  tihe 
industry  altogether. 

Dr.  HENBT  agreed  with  the  remarks  of  As 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  aat  down. 
Some  of  the  persons  who  were  now  engaged  ia 
coal  mining  held  leases  for  ninety-nine  years,  and 
it  would  be  unfiiir  to  others  and  detruneotal  to 
the  reyenoe  of  the  colony  if  any  alteimtion  in  tlie 
length  of  tenure  were  made. 

Mr.  SHABP  knew  that  yery  few  people  wooU 
inyest  their  money  in  coal  mines  unless  tAey  ooidd 
get  leases  for  nineU^-nine  years.  He  hoped  the 
amendment  of  the  Legiidatiye  Council  would  not 
beaprreed  to. 

^tion  agreed  ta 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  brought  up  the  TBUMttm 
of  the  Managers  for  disagreeing  with  the  aaacad- 
ment. 

Mr.  STOUT  moTcd,  That  the  amendment  be 
disagreed  with.  He  thought  a  forty-two  years* 
lease  sufficient,  and  that  it  should  not  be  extended 
beyond  that  time.  They  oodid  get  any  nomber 
of  capitalists  to  tike  up  leasee  for  that  period. 
If  they  gaye  capitalists  a  ninety-nine  years'  lease 
they  might  as  well  giye  the  freeh<dd. 

Mr.  SHARP  said  that  capitalista  in  Engknd, 
Australia,  and  New  Zealand  had  been  urged  to 
embark  their  capital  in  the  coal  field*  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  they  refused  to  do  so  on  a  lease 
of  f orty^o  yeiue. 

Dr.  HENBY  trusted  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stout)  would 
not  be  agreed  to,  and  that  a  Conference  with  the 
other  House  on  ^e  subject  would  be  allowed, 
because,  if  the  term  for  which  leasee  could  be 
granted  were  limited  to  forty-two  years,  capitalittB 
would  not  inyest  their  money,  and  the  progresa  ef 
these  coal  fields  would  be  yery  much  retarded. 
At  present  there  was  great  difficulty  in  deyelop- 
ing  the  coal  fields,  and  that  difficulty  would  be 
increased  unless  further  facilities  were  giy«n  6r 
the  inyestment  of  capital.  Ninety-nine  jeavi 
was  not  at  all  too  long  a  term  for  which  to  gmt 
the  leases. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  reasons  for  disagree 
iog  with  the  amendment  made  by  the  Legidatire 
Council  in  the  Bill  be  agreed  to ;"  upon  which  a 
diyision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :>- 

Ayee         31 

Noes         ao 


Minority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Doughw, 
Mr.  Pitxroy, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 


11 


Atbb. 

Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
,  Mr.  Beee, 
'  Mr.  BoUeetoui 
I  Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Seymour, 
j  Mr.  Sharp, 
'  Mr.  ShechfUH 
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Mr.  GKabome, 
Mr.  Hunthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedj, 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Mr.  Mocfarlane, 
Mr.  McLean, 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Broim, 
Mr.  Burns,' 
Mr.  Do  Lautour, 
Mr.  Disnan, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hi^lop, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
i  Dr.  Henry, 
I  Mr.  Woolcock. 


NoBt. 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Kichardeon, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tola. 

TeUert. 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Stout. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

LOAN  BILL. 
Sir  Q-.  Q-BEY.— Sir,  it  is  my  duty  to  more  the 
•eoond  reading  of  a  Bill  to  autborixe  the  Borrow- 
ing and  Raising  of  Money  for  Immigration,  for 
the  Construction  of  Public  Works,  and  for  other 
purposes.  The  House  is  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  rarious  provisions  these  Loan  Bills  usually  con- 
tskin,  that  when  I  say  that  this  is  simply  a  transcript 
of  similar  measures,  I  hare  imparted  all  the  in* 
formation  upon  this  point  which  I  can  give  to 
honorable  gentlemen.  The  real  information  which 
honorable  members  will  wish  to  obtain  is  as  to 
the  sum  we  propose  to  borrow  and  the  object  for 
'which  the  money  is  proposed  to  be  borrowed.  I 
-was  extremely  desirous  of  being  able  to  state  to 
the  House  what  I  believe  is  the  sum  necessary 
for  us  to  borrow  to  enable  us  to  complete  the 
public  works  and  the  scheme  of  immigration  upon 
-which  we  hare  entered.  I  was  ratlier  interested 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Ayon  this  eren- 
ing  said  that  one  of  his  objections  to  the  present 
Gt)Temraent  was  the  fact  that  they  did  not  put 
before  the  House  any  well-doTised  scheme  of  rail- 
ways throughout  the  country.  We  inherited  from 
our  predecessors  a  certain  system  of  railways.  I 
do  not  mean  to  make  any  objection  to  the  manner 
in  which  that  inheritance  was  left  us,  because  the 
position  we  now  occupy  was  probablj]  unaToid- 
able ;  but  I  object  to  the  position  which  myself 
,and  my  colleagues  occupy,  and  which  any  Bdinistry 
must  occupy,  in  refereuce  to  that  subject.  Of 
course,  one  of  the  oblects  to  which  I  have  directed 
my  attention  is  an  effort  to  get  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  amount  we  should  ask  the  House  to  give 
authority  to  borrow  to  enable  us  to  complete  the 
railways  already  authorized.  It  was  found  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  make  such  an  estimate 
as  would  indicate  the  amount,  without  a  variation 
of  a  million  on  one  side  or  the  other.  Therefore 
I  cannot  put  any  reliable  statement  before  the 
House  on  that  point.  If  I  had  an  opinion  as  to 
the  total  amount  we  should  require  to  complete 
the  scheme  upon  which  we  hare  entered,  I  might 
then  hare  been  able  to  eiTe  the  House  some  con- 
ception of  the  borrowing  powers  we  ought  to 


hare  accorded  to  us.  That  being  impossible,  I 
cannot  give  any  estimate  on  the  particular  point 
to  which  I  have  alluded.  My  wish  was  that  I 
should  have  been  really  enabled  to  tell  those 
persons  from  whom  we  borrowed  what  was  the 
sum  that  we  wanted  to  raise  within  the  next  two 
years  to  put  us  in  a  position  of  perfect  ease. 
Finding  that  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
me  to  make  such  a  statement  is  not  at  my  dis- 
posal, that,  in  fact,  we  could  not  obtain  it,  the 
GK>Temment  had  to  cast  about  to  ascertain  the 
best  possible  plan  of  meeting  the  case.  The  plan 
that  appears  to  us  the  best— the  plan  which  we 
pro{K>8e  to  adopt,  and  which  I  intend  to  propose 
to-night  to  the  House — ^is  that  we  should  endea- 
vour so  to  reduce  our  expenditure,  and  so  to  re- 
gulate our  revenue,  that  we  may  hope  to  be  able, 
within  a  very  short  period  of  time,  from  the 
excess  of  revenue  over  ordinary  expenditure,  to 
meet  the  cost  of  all  necessary  public  works.  I 
see  that  honorable  gentlemen  receive  that  state- 
ment with  mingled  feelings  of  emotion.  Some 
receive  it  gladly,  while  others  seem  to  disbelieve 
that  it  is  practicable.  I  believe  myself  that  it  is 
an  object  which  may  be  attained :  at  all  events, 
it  is  an  object  towards  the  attainment  of  which 
we  should  sedulously  work.  If  we  do  not  work 
towards  that  object  we  shall  soon  come  to  a  break- 
down ;  for  there  will  come  a  time  when  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  raise  the  money  which  will  be  re- 
quired to  carry  out  any  less  politic  course  that 
we  may  determine  to  pursue.  Therefore  a  part 
of  the  plan  which  we  ought  to  adopt  is  to  make 
a  plain  and  true  statement  of  the  amount  we  shall 
probably  require  to  raise  within  the  next  three 
years ;  and  I  think  the  GK)vemment  ought  to  have 
the  power  of  raising  that  amount.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  amount  ought  to  be  raised  at  once.  I 
think,  perhaps,  that,  comparatively  speaking,  only 
a  moiety  of  that  amount,  or  even  less  than  that, 
may  be  required  at  present;  but,  for  reasons 
which  I  will  presently  state,  I  am  confident  that 
the  O-overoroent  cannot  occupy  that  position  of 
strength  in  the  money  market,  or  that  position  of 
power  in  reference  to  outside  creditors,  which 
It  ought  to  occupy  in  maintaining  the  honor  of 
this  country,  unless  it  has  placed  at  its  disposal 
the  means  of  rabing  the  money  to  pay  its  absolute 
debts.  Without  it  we  cannot  make  proper  and  fair 
arrangements  with  the  creditors  who  hold  what 
I  may  call  the  floating  debt  of  the  colony.  I 
ought,  first  of  all,  to  state  to  the  House  what  I 
regard  as  the  floating  debt  which  we  must  be  pre- 
pared to  meet.  Strmng  the  lowest  estimate  I  can 
with  regard  to  the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Q-overnment  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  immigration  and  public  works — I  mean,  the 
sums  that  will  be  required  within  a  reasonable 
period  of  time,  say  the  next  eighteen  months,  or 
a  shorter  or  longer  period  than  that — I  believe 
we  shall  require  £1,500,000  for  that  purpose. 
I  do  not  believe  we  can  safely  attempt  to  carry 
out  the  policy  this  colony  has  entered  upon,  on 
the  terms  on  which  it  must  be  continued,  un- 
less we  have  the  power  of  raisins  that  amount 
from  time  to  time,  as  required.  Then  we  have 
the  provincial  liabilities  to  provide  for,  and  I 
think  the  amount  the  Government  requires  to 
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b6  authorized  to  raise  for  tbat  purpose  is  about 
£500,000.  Oil  Treasury  bills  we  owe  n  sum  of 
£832,000  ;  we  owe  to  the  banks  £1,000,0<X> ;  anti 
we  owe  to  the  Public  AVorks  Account  a  sum 
of  £300,000,  which  I  see  uo  pro»po<'t  of  im- 
mediately paji'fg.  With  reference  to  tliis  lasf 
amount,  I  mnj  say  at  once  that  a  misunderstAod 
ing  exists.  Tlte  late  Colonial  Treasurer  told  u^ 
this  crening  tlmt  iu  a  shArt  period  of  time  after 
the  closing  of  the  session  we  should  be  called 
upon  to  repay  that  amount,  and  should  not  have 
any  mone^  with  which  to  pay  it.  That  was  an 
entire  misunderstanding.  Positively  no  legal 
oblis;ation  whatever  to  repay  that  money  ezistn. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  say  so.  What 
I  said  was  that,  if  the  Public  ReTenues  Act  of  last 
year  drops  through,  the  GoTemment  will  be  com- 
pelled by  the  Audit  to  repay  the  amount. 

Sir  O.  GREY.— I  am  advised,  and.  I  believe, 
rightly,  that  no  legal  necessity  whatever  exists  for 
the  repayment  of  that  sum.  For  the  purpose  of 
squaring  the  accounts  and  making  tliem  work 
well,  we  might  at  any  time  repay  the  amount,  and 
reborrow  it  immediately  afterwards ;  but  I  say 
there  is  no  legal  obligation  to  repay  that  money 
from  one  account  to  another.  I  therefore  con* 
ceive  that,  if  the  Public  Works  Account  requires 
£300,000  to  be  repaid  to  it,  and  there  are  no  fundu 
to  repay  it,  the  Government  ought  not  to  be  left 
in  the  position  of  being  unable  to  meet  a  liability 
of  that  kind,  and  ought  to  be  authorized  to  raise 
the  amount  if  it  is  necessary  to  do  so.  The  whole 
of  these  sums  taken  together  amount  to  something 
in  excess  of  £4.000,000.  It  will  be  observed  that 
I  do  not  say  in  these  proposals  that  we  will  re- 
deem  the  guaranteed  debentures.  I  am  not  certain 
at  present  of  the  necessity  or  policy  of  doing  so. 
They  are  now  pledged,  and  we  may  be  able  to 
leave  them  in  that  state  for  some  time  longer, 
until  we  can  oonsult  the  House  again — perhaps 
even  for  a  longer  period  of  time  than  that. 
Therefore  I  do  not  contemplate— and  I  believe 
my  colleagues  thoroughly  agree  with  me — any 
hurried  effort  to  redeem  these  guaranteed  deben- 
tures. In  the  same  way,  we  do  not  contemplate 
at  the  present  time  any  attempt  to  repay  the 
£832,000  of  Treasury  bills.  We  shall  see  what 
arrangement  we  can  mnke  with  regard  to  them — 
whether  we  cannot  get  better  terms  than  now 
exist,  and  whether  when  they  become  due  we 
cannot  so  arrange  that  we  shall  not  be  forced  to 
redeem  them.  Wiih  regard  to  the  £1,000,000 
due  to  the  banks,  also,  I  do  not  say  that  we  shall 
attempt  to  repay  the  money  when  it  becomes  due. 
We  shall  first  attempt  to  make  the  best  arrange- 
ment we  can,  and  find  out  whether  it  will  be 
better  to  repay  them  or  to  continue  debtors  to 
the  banks,  or  other  moneyed  firms.  But,  I  say, 
in  order  to  make  terms  with  our  creditors,  we 
should  be  able  to  say  to  them,  **  We  are  prepared 
to  pay  our  debt  if  you  force  us  to  do  so ;  but,  if 
you  force  us  into  disadvantageous  terms,  well  and 
good — ^you  must  take  the  consequences."  On  the 
other  hand,  I  do  not  think  we  should  lie  under 
that  obligation.  I  say  the  House  cannot  have  a 
Ministry  which  can  have  the  entire  confidence  of 
the  House,  of  the  people  of  the  country,  of  the 
outside  creditor,  and  of  those  to  whom  we  may 
Sir  O.  Orey 


go  to  raise  money,  unless  that  ICimetry  is  in  a 
position  to  pay  its  debts  if  the  neoesaity  arisM. 
[  will,  therefore,  ask  the  Hoaw  to  pat  the  lOois- 
try  in  that  position  which  a  Ministry  represent ii^ 
this  Assembly  and  tliis  country  ought  to  occupy — 
hat  is,  in  a  position  to  be  aUe  to  meet  all  jnat 
lemands  upon  them,  if  the  neeeesity  ariaea  for 
their  so  doing.  Let  us  bo  able  to  saj  with  em- 
fidence  that  we  can  pay  erery  just  deoaad 
made  upon  us.  Let  us  be  in  a  position  to 
<*xercise  the  strength  of  will  and  purpose  tliat 
arises  from  the  feeling  that  a  solvent  maa 
always  has,  because  lie  is  not  afraid  to  meet 
any  creditor.  Let  us  have  that  respect  from 
tliose  to  whom  we  do  owe  money  which  every 
individual  has  who  is  able  to  meet  all  his  en- 
gagements. I  tell  the  House  plainly  that  I  do 
not  think  such  a  sum  as  £4,000,000  need  be 
raiited  at  present.  I  oan  assure  the  House  that 
we  shall  not  attempt  to  raise  a  single  penny  that 
Is  not  necessary  to  cariy  on  the  public  service  aiod 
maintain  the  public  honor  of  this  oountiy.  I 
nsk  the  House  to  let  us  start  in  the  difficult  patli 
on  which  we  are  about  to  enter,  with  the  know- 
ledge that  we  are  not  encumbered  with  Bnanaal 
difficult  ies  of  a  discreditable  kind — for  I  feel  that 
the  want  of  power  to  pay  our  debts  would  be  a 
discreditable  position,  which  the  Ministry  sbocdd 
not  occupy.  It  is  with  that  view  we  have  det^ 
mined  to  ask  for  power  to  raise  £4,000,000  from 
time  to  time  as  may  be  necessary.  We  ads  it 
under  the  pledge  which  I  give,  that  no  attempt 
will  be  made  to  raise  any  sums  of  money  that  ara 
not  absolutely  required — that  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  raise  no  money  except  at  such  a  time  as 
the  state  of  the  money  market  may  make  it  advis- 
able.  I  am  certain  that,  in  asking  that  which  the 
necessities  of  the  case  require  to  be  placed  at  our 
disposal,  I  am  not  asking  that  which  the  House 
ou^ht  not  to  grant,  and  I  am  not  asking  that 
which  it  is  not  my  duty  to  ask.  I  haye  only  fur- 
ther to  say,  in  reference  to  that  subject,  that  we 
look  upon  ourselves  as  being  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  the'  House.  We  desire  to  maintain  its 
honor  and  dignity ;  we  desire  to  maintain  the 
credit  of  the  people  of  this  country.  Whaterer 
fundi!  the  House  places  at  our  disposal,  we  shall 
use  the  best  of  our  ability  to  obtain  those  great 
objects ;  but  it  is  our  duty  plainly  to  say  th^  we 
ou{;ht  to  have  sufficient  funds  given  to  us  to  en- 
able us  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  position  we  hold. 
The  schedule  of  the  Bill  has  been  asked  for.  The 
amount  I  have  stated  would  constitute  the  sche- 
dule of  the  Bill  in  the  form  in  which  I  think  it 
should  stand.  But,  until  we  know  what  we  are 
likely  to  get  from  the  House,  I  think  it  is  unde- 
sirable to  bring  up  a  schedule,  and  that  can  be 
done  at  the  last  moment.  The  presenting  of  a 
blank  schedule  to  the  House  is  not  with  Uie  121- 
tention  of  withholding  a  single  fact  from  honor- 
able members.  The  facts  are  eyident :  they  can 
be  understood  by  evei^ybody.  Nothing  has  heen 
kept  dark ;  and  I  believe  that  giving  the  info^ 
mation  to  the  House  in  the  form  I  have,  given  it 
is  as  good  as,  if  not  better  than,  placing  belort 
honorable  members  a  scliedule  which  would  be 
liable  to  alteration.  I  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Loan  Bill. 
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Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  can  quite  under- 
•tand  tUe  impatience  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Tuapeka  and  some  other  honorable  mem- 
bers show,  who  think  it  of  far  greater  importance 
to  the  interests  of  the  country  and  of  their  con- 
stituents that  thej  should  not  waste  a  minute 
of  their  raluable  time  in  debating  this  question 
of  granting  a  four  million  loan,  than  that  the 
inonej  should  be  giren  to  honorable  gentlemen 
who  know  absolutely  nothing  at  all  about  the 
objects  for  which  they  require  it. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— Oh,  oh. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  Sir:  absolutely,  as 
far  as  one  can  judge  by  their  statements,  they 
know  nothing  about  the  objects  for  which  they 
want  this  money.  Of  course*  it  may  be,  as  I  have 
said  before,  that  the  honorable  member  at  the 
head  of  the  GoTemment  is  disguising  his  thoughts, 
and,  if  it  be  so,  he  does  it  most  effectually  ii  the 
statement  he  has  gi?en  to  us  is  an  indication  of 
the  objects  for  which  they  require  this  four 
million  loan.  He  tells  the  House  he  could  make 
up  this  schedule  by  the  amounts  put  down  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  together  with  some  slight 
alterations  which  he  has  made  himself,  but  which, 
as  far  as  I  see,  this  absK^utely  accurate  G-oyem- 
ment  cannot  make  correct  within  a  few  hundred 
thousand  pounds. 

Sir  a.  GRBT.— I  beg  to  explain  that  I  neyer 
mentioned  the  Financial  Statement 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  beg  the  honorable 
gentleman's  pardon.  I  understand  now  that  it 
was  the  Native  Minister  who  said  so ;  but  that 
gentleman  does  so  much  of  his  colleagues'  work 
that  I  may  be  pardoned  for  thinking  that  he  was 
speaking  for  the  Premier  as  well  as  working  for 
him.  HoweTer,  it  was  only  the  Native  Minister 
who  told  us  this.  The  honorable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  has  made  up  his 
account  within  a  few  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
That,  from  a  gentleman  who  is  going  to  give  us 
an  absolutely  accurate  finance,  is,  I  suppose,  as 
near  as  we  can  expect,  after  the  various  statements 
we  hare  had.  Never  before  has  such  a  thing 
happened  in  this  House  as  a  Government  not 
having  an  idea  as  to  what  amount  of  money  it  is 

going  to  spend,  even  in  bulk.  We  certainly  have 
ad  Loan  Bills  with  large  sums  for  railways  and 
oth«r  purposes  put  in  in  bulk ;  but  never  before 
has  it  happened  in  this  House  that  a  Government 
was  unable  to  tell  ns  how  it  was  going  to  make 
up  the  schedule  of  a  Loan  Bill  for  four  millions. 
In  the  lightest  possible  manner,  the  honorable 
gentleman  tells  us,  not  from  any  calculations,  but 
as  a  thought — and,  as  we  all  know  from  past  ex- 
perience, bis  thoughts  of  to-day  may  be  totallv 
different  from  those  of  yesterday,  and  those  which 
he  may  entertain  to-morrow — that  about  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  will  be  necessary  for  immigration 
and  public  works  during  the  next  eighteen  months ; 
or,  according  to  another  part  of  his  speech,  if  I 
can  follow  him,  it  may  be  for  three  years. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — ^No. 
Major  ATKINSON.  — Then  what  does  the 
honorable  gentleman  mean?  I  shall  l>e  very 
happy  if  any  one  who  understood  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  stated  will  correct  me,  for 
I  wish  to  argue  against  real  itatements  and  not 


against  imaginary  ones.  That  is  what  I  under- 
stood. WlMit  the  honorable  gentleman  should 
have  done  was  to  tell  us  distinctly  how  much  he 
proposed  to  expend  upon  railways  in  the  next 
year,  and  how  much  upon  immigration.  If  we 
had  had  a  Public  Works  Statement  or  Estimates 
which  could  have  been  understood  I  need  not 
have  asked  this  question,  but  there  is  not  a  single 
gentleman  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House, 
and  not  a  single  member  on  those  benches,  who 
can  tell  us  how  much  the  honorable  gentleman 
proposes  to  expend  on  railways  during  the  next 
year.  Therefore  it  is  quite  impossible  for  this 
House  or  anybody  else  to  tell  what  these  amounts 
are.  And  yet  these  are  the  gentlemen  who  are 
going  to  permit  no  improvident  borrowing,  and 
are  going  to  put  the  accounts  in  such  a  posi- 
tiou  that  all  the  world  shall  know  what  they 
are  doing.  This,  Sir,  is  the  first  step  towarcu 
(hat  state  of  perfection,  and  a  very  hopeful 
step  it  is.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  tells 
us  that  he  will  want  about  £o(X),000  for  pro- 
vincial liabilities.  What  does  he  mean  by  that? 
It  is  but  reasonable  that  we  should  ask  for  a 
little  more  information  about  it,  for  we  differ 
very  considerably  as  to  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
vincial liabilities.  I  submitted  that  matter  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  who  have  gone 
into  the  subject  fully,  and  their  report,  which 
will  be  brought  up  in  a  day  or  two,  will  bear  out 
the  statement  that  I  made  ample  provision  for 
the  provincial  liabilities.  I  believe  that  report 
will  show  that  the  provincial  liabilities  were 
under  what  I  estimated  them  to  be  on  the 
30th  June,  and  that  the  total  liabilities  we  were 
bound  to  provide  for  amounted  to  considerably 
under  £250,000.  Yet  the  honorable  gentleman 
told  us,  without  a  word  of  explanation,  that  we 
should  have  to  provide  £500,000 ;  and  when  we 
look  at  the  Estimates  he  submitted,  which  of 
course  are  accurate,  we  find  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  asks  for  £663,000.  But  they  have 
apparently  looked  into  their  accounts  since  I  ad- 
dressed the  House  a  few  evenings  agOi  and  they 
find  that  they  have  over-estimated  the  accounts 
by  a  very  considerable  amount,  and  forgot  a 
credit  of  over  £200,000.  Sir,  to  ask  for  £500,000 
in  this  off-hand  way,  after  making  such  a  variety 
of  statements  in  regard  to  these  provincial  lia- 
bilities, and  after  it  has  been  shown  that  they 
are  absolutely  in  error,  is  trifling  with  the  House 
and  with  the  country.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  £300,000  advanced  from  the  PubUo  Works 
Account,  the  honorable  gentleman  said  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  cannot  pay  this  back.  I  say  it 
can,  and  I  challenge  the  honorable  gentleman,  if 
he  doubts  my  word,  to  suspend  Uie  Standkig 
Orders  in  order  that  we  may  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  I  challenge  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  put  before  that  Commit- 
tee the  question  whether  the  Consolidated  Fond 
will  be  in  a  position  to  pay  it  or  not  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  I  repeat  that  it  will,  and  the 
only  reason  the  honorable  gentleman  has  for 
asking  for  authority  to  borrow  this  £300,000  to 
repay  the  Public  Works  Account  is  to  avoid  bor- 
rowing directly  to  meet  the  deficit,  which  the 
hoQorable  gentlemen  have  caused  through  their 
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mode  of  flnaocing  for  the  jmt.  Kow,  I  have 
thrown  down  that  challenge,  and  I  wish  it  to  go 
forth  to  the  country.  I  say,  it  is  patting  a  false 
issue  altogether  to  saj  that  the  Consolidated 
Fund  cannot  pay  this  amount,  and  that  we  are 
compelled  to  borrow  on  that  account.  Of  course, 
borrowing  £300,000  to  repay  the  Public  Works 
Account  means  adding  £800,000  to  the  consoli- 
dated rerenue.  It  is  throwing  dast  in  the  eyes 
of  the  country  and  casting  blame  on  the  late 
Gt>Temment  in  a  yery  unworthy  manner  to  say 
that  this  was  a  debt  which  they  could  not  pay, 
that  the  present  GoTemment  had  to  pay  it,  and 
that  therefore  there  was  a  deficit.  The  matter 
was  as  clear  as  possible,  and  nobody  at  all 
acquainted  with  finance  could  make  the  state- 
ment the  honorable  gentleman  made.  Ererybody 
knows  that  the  revenue  of  England  is  always  a 
quarter  of  a  year  behind  the  expenditure,  and  we, 
mstead  of  being  a  quarter,  are  only  about  one- 
ninth  behind  :  that  is,  we  are  about  six  or  seyen 
weeks  behind,  and  they  are  about  thirteen  weeks 
behind.  We  require  this  £300,000,  because  we 
are  obliged  to  make  large  payments  before  our 
consolidated  reyenue  comes  in  ;  but  for  the  year 
the  consolidated  rerenue  is  equal  t-o  the  demands 
upon  it.  Therefore,  when  those  honorable  gentle- 
men talk  in  this  way  they  are  bound  to  tell  the 
country  what  they  mean.  I  say  it  is  a  mode  of 
ereating  a  working  balance,  and  it  is  simply  de- 
luding the  country  to  say  that  this  amount  is 
requisite  in  order  to  make  up  a  deficit  in  the  re- 
yenue. It  is  not  requisite  at  all  for  that  purpose. 
It  is  an  attempt  made  by  a  side-issue  to  obtain 
£300,000  which,  I  haye  already  shown*  is  neoes- 
tary  to  meet  a  deficit  caused  by  the  honorable 
gentleman's  peculiar  system  of  finance.  Then 
the  honorable  gentleman,  in  a  yery  pathetic  way, 
beseeched  the  House  to  put  him  in  a  position  to 
discharge  our  liabilities  honestlyr— to  get  rid  of  all 
obligations  of  a  discreditable  kind.  Well,  Sir,  let 
us  see  what  these  discreditable  obligations  are. 
Is  the  raising  of  the  million  from  the  banks 
090  of  them  ?  It  cannot  be,  because  the  honor- 
able gentleman  tells  us  he  is  going  to  continue 
that  arrangement  if  he  finds  it  adrisable,  and  we 
know  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  incspaUe 
of  doing  anything  discreditable.  Then,  is  it  the 
IVeasury  biUs?  It  cannot  be,  because  the  honor- 
able gentleman  proposes  to  continue  them,  if 
necessary  :  he  does  not  propose  to  take  them  up. 
He  proposes  to  say  to  the  holders,  "If  you 
will  not  giye  reasonable  terms  we  must  do  the 
best  we  can  with  you."  It  is  not  the  Treasury 
bills.  Then  what  is  it?  An  honorable  mem- 
ber says  *'  The  accounts."  We  haye  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the  accounte,  but  those  gentlemen 
haye  been  in  office  two  months,  haye  adopted  our 
measures  one  after  another,  and  the  culminating 
point  arriyed  this  afternoon  when  the  Premier 
moyed  the  second  reading  of  the  Inscriptioti  of 
Stock  Bill,  a  Bill  which  previously  he  described 
as  the  most  impudent  measure  he  ever  heard  of. 
When  those  honorable  gentlemen  say  that  there 
has  been  concealment  they  know  that  they  are 
stating  what  is  not  in  accordance  with  fact  I 
^allenge  tliem  to  proye  it.  I  challenged  the 
treasurer  to  proye  it,  and  he  failed  to  An^Mr* 
Major  Atkinson 


'  I  challenge  them  all ;  but  not  one  has  the  ooongo 
to  answer.    I  ask  any  one  of  them  to  tell  ns  wlnt 
these  discreditable  transactions  are  which  they 
are  obliged  to  raise  £4,000,000  to  meet.    I  have 
examinal  what  may  be  odled  the  exceptional 
transactions,  and  I  find  they  are  prepared  to 
tread  exactly  in  our  fooeteps.      Of  course,  like 
C«sar's  wife,  they  are  altogether  aboye  suspicdon. 
Now,  Sir,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  what  is  to 
be  the  |^reat  remedy  that  is  to  set  us  out  of  aU 
these  difficulties.    Apparently  the  whole  o€  the 
difficulties  of  the  colony  can  now  be  remoyed.    I 
was  yery  much  struck  with  this  port  of  tlie 
honorable  gentleman's  speech,  and  I  doubt  nol» 
Sir,  you  were  also.    The  whole  of  the  difficultaea 
created  by  the  late  Cbvemment  are  to  be  got  over ! 
How  P     By  granting  those  honorable  gentlemen 
a  four  million  loan  which  thcj  do  not  want  to 
use  for  two  or  three  years.     How  terrible  musfe 
have  been  the  disease  wliich  required  sudi  a 
cure !     Let  us  now  consider  why  the  honomble 
gentlemen  want  this  £4,000,000.     They  require 
£1,500,000  for  immigrration,  but  the  honorsble 
gentleman  says  he  does  not  want  it  for  a  year 
or  eighteen  months.    According  to  the  Finan- 
cial Statement,  the  CV^onial  Treasurer  require* 
£1,400,061  for  that  purpose  up  to  next   June. 
There  is  a  slight  discrepancy  in  the  figures,  bofe 
that  is  not  material.     The  honorable  gentleman 
requires  this  £1,600,000  without  doubt.     Then 
he  wants  £500,000  for  the  provindal  liabilittes : 
that  is  to  say,  he  will  require  that  sum  if  we  are 
prepared  to  vote  £200,000  for  Otago  aud  othflr 
provinces.    Otago  has  no  claim  in  any  form  or 
shape  to  the  large  sum  which  appears  on  these 
Estimates,  and  it  cannot  on  any  possible  ground 
be  legitimately  set  down  as  a  liability  for  wbieh 
the  colony  is  responsible.    Therefore  that  aoooont 
might  be  reduced  by  at  least  £200,000,  and  thia 
should  be  done  unless  the  House  is  prepared  to 
more  than  double  the  amount ;  because,  if  t^at 
sum  is  paid  to  Otago  out  of  the  consolidated 
revenue,  equivalent  sums  must  be  paid  to  Aiiok« 
land  and  other  provinces  which  have  not  appro- 
priated money  they  have  not  received.     If  this 
amount  is  to  be  paid  to  Otago,  Auckland  should 
receive  at  least  £100,000  if  she  is  to  get   that 
justice  for  which  the  Premier  is  always  crying 
out ;   and,  if  the  other  provinces  are  also  to  get 
justice,  a  very  large  sum  will  be  required   for 
them.    I  hope  that  the  House  will  seriously  con- 
sider the  matter,  and  will  not  vote  this   sum 
simply   because    the    Superintendent    of   Otago 
chose  to  oyer-estimate  the  revenue  of  his  proyioce. 

Mr.  STOUT.— It  wos  the  Provincial  Secretary. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Probably  I  may  be  mis- 
taken in  holding  the  Prime  Minister  responsible 
for  any  figures  he  submits  to  this  House.  Per- 
haps 1  ought  to  say  that  it  is  the  permanent 
officers  of  the  Government  who  submitted  fisurea 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House.  But,  Sir,  I 
always  hold  the  head  political  officer  responsible 
for  all  that  is  done  in  the  nmiter,  and  wnen  ih» 
Superintendent  of  Otago  submits  certain  eati- 
mates  to  the  General  Goyemment  I  consider  tAaJt 
1  am  justified  iu  calling  them  his  estimates.  Weil, 
as  I  was  saying,  the  estimates  of  the  Supezintan- 
dent  of  Ottgp 
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Hon.  MncBiBS. — No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  ask  vou,  Sir,  whether 
it  is  proper  to  interrupt  me  in  this  way. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Sureljr  when  an  honorable  gentleman  is  stating 
what  is  not  the  fact  we  have  a  right  to  say  "  No. 
I  say  that  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  was  bound 
to  act  on  the  advice  of  his  responsible  adrisers. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  I  know  just  as  much 
about  that  as  the  honorable  gentleman  himself. 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  simply  showing  his 
ignorance  of  the  subject  when  he  says  they  are 
not  the  estimates  of  the  late  Superintendent  of 
Otago.  The?  were  the  estimates  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago,  which  were  sent  up  without 
there  being  any  prospect  of  revenue  to  meet  them ; 
and  it  was  never  for  a  moment  supposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  they  were  to  be  made 
a  charge  against  tlie  consolidated  revenue,  but 
against  the  land  which  he  expected  to  sell  at  that 
time  to  meet  the  vot«s  which  he  had  put  on  the 
estimates.  It  is  quite  certain  that,  no  land  re- 
venue having  arisen,  there  can  be  no  possible 
claim  for  those  votes  being  carried  out  by  the 
House  unless  we  are  prepared  to  do  equal  justice  to 
other  provinces  of  the  colony  which  did  not  over- 
estims^  their  revenue  in  the  same  way.  We  ha?e 
no  need  to  vote  the  sum  asked  for  these  provincial 
estimates  by  more  than  £300,000.  If  we  do  so  it 
will  be  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
I  think,  if  the  Government  is  going  in  to  reduce 
expenditure;  in  the  way  we  are  told  they  are,  that 
is  certainly  a  reasonable  item  in  which  to  begin.  If 
we  add  the  £200,000  which  is  unnecessary,  and  if 
we  vote  more  for  the  other  provinces,  as  I  have 
shown  that  we  shall  have  to  do,  iu  that  case 
a  great  addition  to  our  Estimates  must  be  made. 
Then  the  honorable  gentleman  put  down  as 
.another  item  £1,000,000  to  the  banks.  That  is 
throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  country,  because 
there  is  a  complete  Loan  Bill  to  deal  with  that 
already  in  existence.  In  fact,  the  Loan  Bill  that 
was  submitted  to  us  to-night  is  an  exact  verbatim 
copy  of  the  Loan  Bill  under  which  the  million 
wat  obtained  from  the  banks.  Therefore,  in- 
stead of  getting  power  to  borrow  £4,000,000,  he 
will,  if  this  BiU  is  passed,  praotioally  be  getting 
power  to  raise  five  millions.  Both  this  and  the 
previous  Loan  Bill  provide  that,  pending  the 
placing  on  the  market  of  long-dated  debentures, 
the  Government  may,  if  necessary,  issue  short- 
dated  debentures.  I  think  I  have  shown  that 
there  is  no  need  to  make  any  further  provision 
for  the  million  advanced  by  the  banks,  ample 

S revision  having  been  made  for  it  last  year, 
herefore  we  may  strike  that  million  out  oi  the 
amount  asked  for.  Of  course  my  idea  was  to 
have  issued  that  million  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Inscription  of  Stock  Act.  I  should  not  have 
issued  long-dated  debentures  under  the  Loan  Act 
of  last  session.  I  should  have  inscribed  it  and 
consolidated  it  under  the  Inscription  of  Stock 
Act,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  do  the  same.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  going  to  pass  the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill 
tliere  is  no  necessity  for  taking  any  authority 
for  that  million,  or  for  the  £800,000  of  Treasury 
biUs,  because  he  can  issue  long-dated  debentures 


to  take  up  the  Treasury  bills  when  they  be- 
come due,  and  many  of  them  will  not  fall  due  for 
a  considerable  time,  and,  in  fact,  some  of  them 
need  never  be  taken  up  at  all,  because  there 
is  £300,000  worth  of  them  in  the  Trust  Funds 
which  it  is  desirable  to  keep  invested  in  that 
way.  It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  wise  to  alter 
the  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  so  that  it  would 
include  these  Treasury  bills.  I  have  shown,  I 
think,  that  the  Government  do  not  require  the 
£1,000,000,  nor  the  £300,000,  nor  the  amount  of 
the  Treasury  bills;  and  therefore,  according  to 
the  honorable  gentleman's  own  showing,  all  that 
he  requires  to  meet  the  engagements  in  the  way 
he  proposes  is  something  less  than  £2,000,000.  I 
may  say,  however,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  not  made  provision  for  some  items  that  will 
be  required.  I  shall  not  now  state  what  those 
items  are,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  gone  further  he  will  find 
out  what  they  are.  He  will  require  nearly  half 
a  million  for  them.  I  have  pointed  out  that, 
according  to  his  own  showing,  £1,700,000  is  all 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  requires,  and  if 
he  includes  the  provincial  liabilities  he  would 
be  amply  covered  if  he  were  to  take  £2,600,000. 
I  hope,  however,  that  the  House  will  not  con- 
sent to  a  loan  of  £2,500,000,  but  only  to  one 
of  £2,000,000.  There  is  nothing  whatever  re- 
quired for  those  so-called  provincial  liabilities 
— what  I  may  term  the  bogus  votes  of  the 
Otago  Provincial  Council.  If  Otago  gets  that 
money,  provision  will  undoubtedly  have  to  be 
made  for  some  £400,000  or  £500,000  more  to 
settle  with  the  other  provinces.  If  the  Govern- 
ment have  to  pay  all  these  so-called  provincial 
liabilities  they  will  require  a  little  more  than 
£2,000,000  ;  but,  if  we  are  to  begin  that  prudent 
sjsiem  of  finance  which  we  are  assured  is  about 
to  begin,  let  us  begin  by  decUning  to  pay  these 
items,  which  are  not  provincial  liabilities.  I 
trust  that  the  House  will  only  allow  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  borrow  £2,000,000.  If  we 
pass  the  BiU  as  it  stands  we  shall  be  placing 
enormous  power  in  the  hands  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  without  any  reason  at  all.  The  first 
thing  that  will  be  asked  in  the  London  money 
market  will  be,  **  What  is  the  sum  of  £4,000,000 
required  for  ?  "  And  when  the  people  at  Home 
read  the  statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
and  see  that  he  knows  nothing  at  all  about  our 
finance — that  he  is  taking  double  authority  to 
raise  the  same  sum  of  money — when  they  see 
that,  and  read  those  terribly  untrue  statements 
which  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment, they  will  look  with  suspicion  on  the  colony 
when  they  are  asked  to  advance  money  to  the 
extent  proposed.  The  Financial  Statement  is  ab- 
solutely misleading  and  inaccurate,  and  the  people 
at  Home  will  see  that  the  Treasurer  in  making 
it  attempted  to  throw  dirt  in  the  eyes  of  this 
House  and  of  the  people,  with  the  view  of  leading 
the  public  to  believe  that  his  political  opponents 
had  not  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  country  in 
a  satisfactory  way.  They  will  be  suspicious  when 
they  see  that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  put 
down  as  ordinaiy  expenditure  sums  which  he 
calls  provincial  liabiUtics,  but  which  are  not  pro- 
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TiiKiul  liabilities,  and  which  in  realitj  ho  has 
no  intention  of  charging  against  refenue.  If 
wo  attempt  to  borrow  this  money  which  the 
lionorable  gentleman  sajs  we  do  not  want — if  we 
attempt  to  plnce  such  a  loan  as  this  on  the  mar- 
ket— it  must  be  an  utter  failure.  I  shall,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  resist  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  in  its  present  form.  I  shall  resist  the  bor- 
rowing of  £4,000,000,  when  the  money  is  not 
requii-ed.  I  say  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  bound  to  tell  us  definitely  what  he  wants  this 
money  for.  I  hope  that,  for  the  reasons  which  I 
hare  stated,  this  House  will  absolutely  decline  to 
pass  a  Bill  proriding  for  a  loan  of  more  than 
£2,000,000 ;  and  at  the  proper  time  I  shall  more 
that  the  sum  asked  for  be  reduced  to  that  amount. 
Of  course  it  is  quite  unconstitutional  and  quite 
wrong  for  us  to  be  considering  this  matter  now, 
because  we  ought  first  of  all  to  hare  decided  how 
much  money  we  required,  and  then  to  have  decided 
in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  how  we  were 
to  obtain  it.  I  hope  the  House  will  reduce  the 
amount,  and  not  proceed  further  than  the  second 
reading  until  we  have  ascertained  definitely  how 
mudi  money  is  actually  required. 

Sir  G.  OBEY. — I  hare  only  a  rery  few  words 
to  say  in  reply.  The  honorable  member  for 
Egmont  has  repeatedly  said  that  the  Estimates 
which  we  brought  forward  are  his  Estimates.  I 
say  they  are  not  his  Estimates.  Eyerybody  who 
knows  anything  at  all  about  the  matter  must 
be  aware  that  an  estimate  is  made  by  the  yarious 
public  departments,  and  sent  in  to  the  Treasury, 
where  the  sum-total  of  the  whole  is  ascertained. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  himself  hos  no  more  to 
do  with  the  Estimates  than  this  bench  has. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  not  to. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  sav  it  is  so.  The  honorable 
gentleman  complains  about  other  people's  inter- 
ruptions when  they  are  ignorant  of  the  question 
at  issue,  but  nobody  could  be  more  lamentably 
ignorant  of  I  his  question  than  he  himself  is.  Of  all 
the  honorable  members  of  this  House,  I  find  him 
to  be  the  most  ignorant  respecting  these  things. 
As  regards  the  Estimates,  the  only  reason  he  can 
have  for  calling  them  his,  is  that  we  hare  not 
made  any  reductions  in  them.  We  have  only 
failed  to  do  so  because  we  have  not  had  time.  I 
say  that  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  col- 
It-tigues,  in  enying  that  these  are  their  Estimates, 
have  been  dishonorably  robbin|;  the  officers  of 
the  public  service  of  the  credit  which  is  due 
to  Uiem.  Strictly  speaking,  the  real  duty  of  a 
financial  treasurer  is  to  ascertain  the  best  mode 
in  which  the  rercnuo  can  be  raised,  and  deter- 
mine how  it  is  to  be  spent.  'Jlie  honorable 
Gentleman  has  nerer  done  that.  He  has  r.ever 
ared  to  grapple  with  the  real  question  of 
finance.  He  nas  been  satisfied  to  raise  largo 
sums  of  money  by  ati  unfair  system  of  taxation, 
to  enrich  those  who  were  supporting  him,  and 
yet  he  rails  against  those  who  attempt  to 
put  an  end  to  a  system  of  that  kind.  He 
says  his  Goremment  told  this  House  at  once 
what  they  intended  to  spend  on  railways.  It  is 
said  that  intentions  arc  very  diflVrcnt  from  deeds. 
I  could  have  got  up  and  told  tho  House  what  I 
intended  to  spend  ;  I  could  have  mentioned  some 
Major  AlkituoH 


fanciful  amounta  which  could  nerer  bare  been 
realized.  The  honorable  gentleman  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  such  is  the  case,  if  any  one  of  his 
estimates  is  locked  at  He  knows  perfectly  wdl 
that  in  no  single  case  do  they  approach  to  wbai 
the  result  was  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  continually  challenged 
us,  asking,  "Can  you  contradict  my  figure*? 
What  can  you  say  to  my  figures  ?"  ^hy,  his 
figures  are  the  simplest  sums  of  addition  and 
subtraction.  How  can  you  contradict  anything 
of  that  kind  ?  There  is  no  little  girl  or  litth-  boy 
who  could  not  do  that  kind  of  work.  I  could  not 
attempt  to  contradict  his  figures.  With  regaid 
to  prorincial  liabilities,  and  with  regard  to  unan- 
thorixed  expenditure,  the  honorable  ^entlemaa 
knows  perfectly  well  that  the  difficulties  againak 
which  we  have  had  to  contend  were  numerooa. 
His  statements  were  left  in  such  a  chaos  that 
I  had  great  difficulty  in  producing  anything 
like  order.  We  know  that  girls  and  boya  are 
taught  book-keeping  and  conducting  aoeoao^ 
with  imaginary  correspondenta.  We  found  in 
the  honorable  gentleman's  office  printed  papers 
headed  "Prorincial  Liabilities."  JJo  doubt  they 
had  been  prepared  to  lay  before  the  Hooae ; 
but  it  now  appears  that  these  were  ioiagis- 
ary  accounts  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  keeping.  It  was  like  a  little  boy  sitlxDg 
in  London  and  conducting  correspondence  with 
Messrs.  Chou-Chou  and  Co.,  of  Calcutta,  or  try 
iog  to  make  up  imaginary  balances  with  Messrs. 
Graball  and  Co.,  of  Dunedin.  We,  unfortu- 
nately, fell  upon  these  accounts.  We  imagined 
we  had  come  upon  the  accounts  of  the  colony; 
they  were  kept  with  care  by  cleric,  and  printed 
by  the  Government  Printer  :  but  we  find  we  were 
wrong.  These  accounts  were  fabulous  thingi 
which  this  innocent  child  was  keeping  to  prac- 
tice himself  in  that  book-keeping  which  he  now 
boasts  BO  much  of.  What  more  anfortnnate 
position  could  a  new  Treasurer  who  found  these 
things  be  put  in?  These  things  were  found, 
and  we  considered  them  real  accounts  which 
had  to  be  met ;  but,  instead  of  that,  they  were 
the  imaginary  productions  of  a  child.  Wdl, 
I  ask,  ought  the  €k>Temment  offices  to  he  en- 
cumbered with  such  things  ?  We  supposed 
that  these  things  were  kept  in  proper  order. 
There  were  so  many  thousands  of  pounds  for 
the  purpose  of  one  bridge,  so  many  thousand 
pounds  for  tho  purpose  of  another  bridge, 
and  so  many  thousand  pounds  for  the  muking 
of  roads  in  difierent  places.  These  statements 
were  carefully  prepared,  carefully  headed*  and 
printed  :  but  now  we  are  told  that  thgr  were 
mere  exercises,  kept  for  amusement.  We  took 
them  up  as  hond  fide  transactions.  They  did 
possess  erery  element  of  truth,  I  beliere ;  ereir 
one  of  these  things  that  appeared  on  the  Esti- 
mates had  been  promised.  We  hare  been  told 
that  they  represent  merely  the  result  of  conTersa- 
tions.  But  why  were  couTersations  put  into  print 
and  into  regular  printed  Estimates  ?  I  saj  it  was 
our  duty,  coming  into  office,  finding  these  pro- 
mises made  on  behalf  of  the  GoTcmment,  to  take 
them  up  and  do  our  best  to  fulfil  them.  I  say  it 
was  our  plain  duty  to  do  it.    If  they  arc  not  to 
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be  fulfilled,  let  the  Houte  Baj  so.  We  submit 
them  to  the  House;  but  we  saj  that  if  these 
Estimates  are  passed  we  pledge  our  word  not 
to  carrj  any  one  of  them  out  which  we  majr  find 
on  in?estigation  ought  not  to  be  admitted.  But 
I  saj  that  we  have  a  right,  and  we  are  bound  in 
dutj,  to  inrestigate  orcry  one  of  these  cases,  and 
to  do  justice  in  eaoli.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  no  business  to  leare  such  things  behind  him 
if  thej  were  to  hare  no  force  or  enect  whaterer. 
Again,  with  regard  to  the  £300,000,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  knows  well  that  there  is  no  money 
to  pay  it.  The  fact  is,  that  he  knows  as  well  as  I 
do  tiiat  he  left  the  Treasury  in  the  state  I  de- 
Boribed  to  the  House  at  the  time.  No  railing  on 
his  part,  no  assertion  of  his  own  knowledge,  and 
no  declaration  of  his  can  remove  the  fact  that  he 
left  the  colony  in  a  most  perilous  position.  He 
knows  that  perfectly.  Ko  riolence  of  speech,  or 
overbearing  manner,  or  insolent  tone  which  has 
been  adopted  tows^s  myself  and  others — an 
orerbearing  manner  and  tone  that  ought  not  to 
be  used,  and  a  trampling  of  ererything  under-foot 
^-no  proceedinsB  of  that  kind  can  alter  the  state 
of  the  ease.  I  bare  been  for  many  years  in  the 
public  service.  It  is  known  to  every  roan  in  New 
Zealand  that  the  accounts  of  this  colony  were 
well  conducted.  It  is  known  to  ererybody  here 
that  the  finances  of  many  colonies  have  been 
placed  in  my  hands ;  and  I  say  that  I  never  found 
finances  in  such  disorder  as  those  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  That  is  a  fact  which  can  be  easily 
ascertained.  Where  is  this  £300,000?  Why 
did  be  try  to  make  his  accounts  square  by  paying 
the  money  in  one  day  and  taking  it  out  the  next? 
What  woidd  be  thought  of  any  private  person  or 
merchant  who  would  do  a  thing  of  that  kind  ? 
Sverjbody  would  say  that  it  was  wrong  and  mis* 
leading,  and  no  person  would  deal  with  a  firm 
which  carried  on  transactions  of  that  kind.  I 
pledge  my  word  to  the  House  that,  as  far  as  I 
nave  been  able  to  ascertain  the  public  affairs, 
there  is  no  fund  out  of  which  to  pay  this  £300,000. 
There  are  enormous  sums  for  interest  falling  due 
within  a  few  weeks  from  the  present  time,  and  no 
fund  has  been  provided  to  meet  those  enormous 
demands ;  and  that  the  honorable  gentleman  knows 
weU. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  he  does  not. 
Sir  Q-.  GREY.— He  ought  to  know  it.  I  be- 
lieve some  arrangement  was  made  by  which  the 
money  might  be  borrowed.  I  have  no  doubt 
that,  on  the  security  of  the  colony,  funds  might 
be  borrowed  to  meet  demands  of  that  kind.  But 
that  is  not  prudent  states}iian«hip.  He  knows  as 
well  as  I  do  that  no  provision  has  been  made  to 
meet  this  demand. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  I  do  not, 
Sir  O.  OBBY.— He  ought  to  know  it.  He 
knows  that  no  provision  has  been  made  to  meet 
this  £800,000.  He  knows  that  in  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  at  the  present  moment  there  may 
be  £60,000  or  £70,000  to  meet  all  demands. 
At  the  present  moment,  the  Public  Works  Fund 
is  almost  entirely  exhausted,  with  an  expenditure 
of  £27,000  or  £2S,000  a  week  going  on.  The 
honorable  gentleman  knows  that  perfectly  well. 
He  does  not  hesitate  to  stand  up  lu  this  House 
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and  make  statements  which  he  must  know  are 
misleading  the  country.  He  maVss  those  state- 
ments in  a  manner  and  tone  which  I  cannot  but 
lament— a  manner  and  tone  which  ought  not  to 
be  adopted.  It  cannot  be  convincing;  it  can 
have  no  effect.  To  contend,  in  the  arrogant  man- 
ner and  tone  adopted  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, that  we  know  nothing  of  the  state  of  the 
country's  affkirs  is  pure  nonsense.  We  have  the 
same  advisers  about  us  that  made  him,  or  tried 
to  make  him.  We  have  them  about  us,  and  I 
say  these  are  the  people  from  whom  he  drew  all 
his  information,  and  irom  whom  we  can  draw  all 
the  information  they  possess.  It  will  be  found 
that  the  statements  I  have  made  are  perfectly 
accurate  in  every  respect.  I  told  the  House  that 
there  is  now  being  printed  a  statement  showing 
every  item  of  expenditure  and  of  revenue  upon 
the  basis  which  I  presented  to  honorable  mem- 
bers a  few  nights  ago.  That  statement  has  been 
prepared  with  the  greatest  posstblo  care.  In  the 
same  way,  trerj  statement  we  hare  laid  before  the 
House  has  been  laboriously  worked  out  by  several 
persons  with  the  greatest  possible  care.  I  say  that 
the  statements  themselves  are  simple — that  they 
are  really  nothing  but  sums  in  adaition  and  sub- 
traction ;  and  I  say  that  these  figures  are  as  correct 
as  his  own.  We  have  drawn  deductions  from 
them  which  were  correct,  while  his  deductions 
were  not  so.  We  cannot  profess  to  poy  money 
when  it  does  not  exist.  I  say  that,  if  any  other 
Ministry  were  in  power  and  made  the  statements 
which  we  have  made  to  the  House,  I  would  not 
stand  up,  or  dare  to  stand  up,  and  say  there  are 
sums  of  money  I  was  able  to  pay  when  I  knew 
well  that  the  money  could  not  be  paid.  The 
honorable  gentleman  must  know  as  well  as  I 
do  that  there  are  no  means  to  pay  the  £300,000. 
He  must  know  that  we  could  not  rely  upon  that 
sum  as  being  avaihible  to  carry  out  pubno  works 
in  addition  to  the  £1,500,000  which  is  asked 
for.  What  I  ask  the  House  is  this:  If  there 
are  no  means  of  pairing  this  £300,000,  how  are 
the  works  to  be  carried  out  ?  Tliere  is  no  hope 
of  obtaining  that  money.  If  this  money  could 
be  obtained,  why  did  the  late  Government  pay  it 
in  one  day  and  borrow  it  again  the  next  ?  I  could 
do  the  same  thing  and  square  the  accounts.  But 
the  question  is,  how  to  provide  funds  to  meet  exist- 
ing engagements.  The  honorable  gentleman  talks 
about  my  using  the  words  *Misoredituble  debt." 
I  did  not  say  that.  I  did  not  use  language  of  the 
kind.  I  said  that  it  would  be  discreditable  to 
this  House,  and  that  it  would  be  a  discreditable 
thing  for  the  country,  if  this  Gbvemment  were 
left  unable  to  meet  their  just  debts.  Tliat  is 
what  I  said. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^The  words  used  by  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  were,  "encumbered  with  obliga- 
tions of  a  discreditable  kind." 

Sir  0.  Q-RSY.- 1  said  that  I  should  not  and 
ought  not  to  be  left  encuml>ered  with  obligations 
of  a  discreditable  kind.  I  said  that  if  we  could 
not  pay  our  debts  we  should  be  left  encumbered 
with  obligations  of  a  discreditable  kind.  How 
could  any  man  imagine  that  the  simply  say- 
ing bow  much  money  was  wanted  was  a  dis- 
orodiiablo  thing?     What  was  there  discredit- 
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able  in  sajine  money  was  wanted?  I  used  no 
argument  of  tlMt  kind.  I  said  this,  and  I  stj  it 
again :  that  being  left  unable  to  discharge  the 
obligations  which  this  colony  ought  to  par  would 
be  to  leare  us  encumbered  with  discreditable 
debts— debts  reflecting  discredit  upon  this  House 
and  the  country;  and  I  say  there  is  no  reason 
why  I  should  not  be  placed  abore  all  want.  At 
the  beginning  of  next  session  of  Parliament  pro- 
Tision  must  DC  made  for  a  complete  change  in 
the  incidence  of  taxation,  and  no  country  will 
venture  upon  a  question  of  that  kind  unless  the 
Gorernment  of  the  country  holds  in  its  hands 
adequate  funds  to  meet  the  emergenciee  of  the 
moment.  I  say  that  justice  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  who  are  un&iriy  taxed  at  the  present 
moment,  demands  that  we  should  be  put  in  a 
position  which  will  enable  us  to  adjust  taxa- 
tion upon  the  different  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity in  that  manner  in  which  they  ought  fairly 
to  bear  them.  Those  who  wish  to  see  that  end 
accomplished  will  place  the  necessary  means  at 
my  disposal  to  accomplish  it  with  safety  and  to 
the  benefit  of  this  colony. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  committed 
presently, 

Major  ATKINSON  said,— Sir,  I  understand 
that  the  ol^ect  both  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man and  myself  is,  that  the  country  should 
understand  what  is  our  real  financial  position. 
Bedudng  statements  to  proof  is,  I  know,  a  rery 
unpleasant  operation  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
and  to  those  on  his  side  of  the  House,  but  I  am 
presently  going  to  ask  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  assist  me  in  passing  two  resolutions.  The 
first  it,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  to  ascertain  whether  it  is 
reasonable  to  estimate  that  the  consolidated  re^ 
Tcnue  will  be  able  to  repay  the  £300,(X)0  borrowed, 
under  the  authority  of  "The  Public  Be?enues 
Act,  1876,"  from  the  Public  Works  Account,  by 
the  CQd  of  the  financial  year.  Then  the  House 
will  be  able  to  judge  between  the  honorable 
gentleman  and  myseu  in  that  respect.  I  shall 
also  more,  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to 
ascertain  whether  the  late  Treasurer  had'  made 
or  proposed  sufficient  provision  in  his  Financial 
Statement  to  meet  all  the  financial  requirements 
of  the  year.  Those  two  resolutions  cover  the 
whole  of  the  questions  in  dispute  between  us. 
He  says  that  when  I  quitled  office  I  left  the 
Treasury  in  a  disgraceful  state — that  I  had  made 
no  provision  in  cash  for  the  coming  year  or  to 
meet  any  of  the  liabilities  of  the  colony.  Let  us 
have  a  report  of  an  impartial  Committee  on  the 
subject,  for  it  is  quite  useless  that  he  and  I 
should  continue  to  bandy  words  here  in  this 
House.  I  say,  judging  by  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  member,  that  he  is  quite  incom- 
petent to  express  an  opinion  on  this  subject, 
and  I  shall  give  an  instance  to  prove  what 
I  say.  The  honorable  gentleman  tells  us 
that  when  he  came  into  office  he  found  a  care- 
fully-prepared printed  paper,  headed  "Provin- 
cial Liabilities ; "  but  X  have  expUined  that 
already,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  knows  that 
my  exolaKalion  is  correct.  I  can  only  say,  noW| 
Sir  &.  Grey 


that  I  regret  I  showed  the  usual  courtesv  from 
an  out^poing  to  an  incoming  Ministry  by  leaving 
papen  in  the  office.    It  will  be  a  caution  to  me 

when  I  next  go  out  of  office (Oh,  oh,)    Well, 

I  will  put  it  more  generally  :  It  will  be  a  caution 
to  all  gentlemen  going  out  of  office  in  future  to 
look  well  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  likely  to 
follow  them,  before  they  leave  any  papere  behind 
them  that  might  assist  their  sucoeesora.  Aa  I 
have  before  UM  the  House,  I  prepared  this  paper, 
headed,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  says,  *'  Pro 
vincial  Liabilities** — prepared  it  very  ciretaSj^ 
and  had  several  revises  of  it,  with  a  view  of  sub- 
mitting  it  to  the  Cabinet  in  order  to  ascertain,  in 
I  accordance  with  what  was  said  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  which  of  the  votes  we  should  recom- 
mend to  the  House  to  be  re* voted.  That  was  the 
explanation  I  made  in  the  House.  The  honorable 
gentleman  should  hare  told  the  House  that  I  did 
so,  and  should  not  have  pretended  ignormnee  on 
the  subject.  He  could  have  ascertained  from  ihe 
permanent  officers  exactly  what  that  docnmoBt 
was  if  he  had  asked  them.  But  he  did  not  ask 
them  for  an  explanation ;  the  Public  Accounts  Com^ 
mittee  asked  for  it,  and  they  got  a  full  explanatioa 
of  the  matter.  To  show  how  absolutely  inaccurate 
the  honorable  gentleman  is,  he  curiously  mixes  up 
these  Provincial  Liabilities  with  the  Supplemen- 
tary Bstimates  for  Public  Works,  as  if  they  were 
one  and  the  same  document,  and  had  been  left  in 
my  office. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  did  not  allude  to  the  honor. 
able  gentleman's  office,  because  the  documents 
came  from  several  offices. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man distinctly  alluded  to  my  office,  because  he 
said  I  had  been  spending  my  time  in  writing  to 
Mr.  Chow-Chow,  of  Calcutta,  and  Mr.  Ghraball, 
of  Otago.  This  paper  was  in  my  office,  and  was 
sent  to  the  Public  Works  Office  for  review  before 
submission  to  the  Cabinet.  Then,  with  regard 
to  the  second  document,  the  Supplementary  Srti* 
mates  for  Public  Works,  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  knows  perfectly  well  how  those  docvunents 
are  made  out.  Some  gentleman  writes  from  his 
district,  and  points  out  to  the  Government  thai 
there  is  a  work  of  great  importance  that  ought 
to  be  carried  out  there,  and  asks  if  the  Governs 
ment  can  do  it.  The  Minister  considere  it,  and 
then  brings  it  before  the  Cabinet  to  detenrane 
whether  it  shall  or  shall  not  be  recommended. 
Knowing  that  those  honorable  gentlemen  woaU 
be  in  a  considerable  difficulty,  not  having  had 
experience  of  public  office  for  years,  we  though 
it  would  be  our  duty  to  facilitate  public  businesi^ 
and  we  therefore  l«ft  these  pipers,  prepared  aa 
they  were  for  the  consideration  of  the  variooe 
Minbters  in  the  Cabinet.  And  yet  the  honor- 
able gentleman  makes  up  a  story  out  of  these 
provincial  liabiUties  and  the  other  document.  I 
ask,  then,  what  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  thai 
honorable  gentleman's  statements?  I  shall  noi 
trouble  the  House  further,  but  I  shall  aiA  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  assist  me  presently  in 
passing  these  resolutions,  so  that  we  can  get  aa 
impartial  judge,  and  the  House  and  the  0000117 
can  judge  between  us.  I  shall  not  oppose  the 
'  committal  of  the  Bill  presently. 
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Sir  Gt.  0IIBY.— In  reply,  I  beg  to  sajr  that  I 
■liall  not  aesist  the  honorable  gentleman  in  pass- 
ing bis  resolutions,  and  I  will  tell  jou,  Sir,  whj. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  the  matter 
should  be  submitted  to  an  impartial  Committee. 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House  that 
when  the  Finance  Committee  was  formed  at  the 
beginning  of  tliis  Parliament  I  objected  to  its 
composition.  No  member  of  my  side  of  the 
House  was  allowed  to  be  on  it;  and  I  then  stated 
my  conviction  that  if  another  GoTemment  got 
into  power  that  Committee  would  be  used  to 
embarrass  it.  That  will  be  found  reported  in 
Satuard,  and  what  I  then  foretold  is  exactly 
what  has  taken  place.  I  will  not  be  a  party  to 
submitting  this  question  to  such  a  Committee. 
Let  it  be  fought  out  in  the  House  aud  in  the 
face  of  the  country,  where  the  debate  will  go 
forth  and  be  known,  and  not  in  the  room  of  a 
Committee,  in  part  packed  at  the  begiuningof 
this  Parliament,  as  I  said  at  the  time.  I  abso- 
lutely tried  to  set  a  member  from  my  side  of  the 

House  put  on  the  Committee 

.   Major  ATKINSON.— I  put  him  on. 

Sir  a.  aB£Y.— 'He  was  not  put  on  till  after- 
wards, and  then  it  was  I  who  had  him  appointed. 
So  far  from  what  the  honorable  member  says 
being  correct,  it  is  absolutely  fabulous.  It  was 
proposed  that  I  should  be  put  on  the  Committee, 
»ut  I  refused  to  go  on  a  hostile  Committee,  unless 
some  one  from  my  side  should  accompany  me ;  and 
I  was  the  person  who  got  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  put  on  the  Committee, 
and  not  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont.  Aud 
then  for  the  honorable  member  to  stand  up  here 
and  propose  that  this  question  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  such  a  Committee 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  can  soon  get  over 
that  difficulty.    Propose  jour  own  Committee. 

Sir  O.  OBEY.— I  shall  not  answer  the  honor- 
able member.  He  is  always  trying  to  challenge 
and  talk  across  the  House,  which  is  a  most  im- 
proper proceeding. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  no  doubt  that  these 
interruptions,  and  talking  across  the  House,  are 
Tery  unparliamentary,  and  should  not  be  re- 
sorted to. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  apologize  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  interrupting  him. 

Sir  Q-.  Q-BKY.— I  shall  not  agree  to  any  Com- 
mittee of  the  kind.  I  say  a  Committee  is  a 
jecret  body  —  there  are  no  reporters  prefeeut  to 
report  t^e  proceedings  for  Satuard,  and  the 
discussions  are  not  heard.  On  many  occasions 
I  have  been  obliged  to  agree  to  things  in  Com- 
mittee which  flUed  me  with  repu^;nanoe,  and 
I  was  made  apparently  an  acquiescmg  pMiyto 
them.  Let  the  question  be  openly  discussed  in 
the  presence  of  Parliament,  with  reporters  to 
report  to  the  country  what  is  said.  Tnat  is  the 
proper  place ;  and  any  indiTiduol  who  is  confident 
^hat  he  is  right,  and  who  would  maintain  what  is 
just,  and  right,  and  true,  will  not  seek  to  appeal 
to  a  Select  Committee,  the  proceedings  of  which 
are  not  divulged  beyond  the  precincts  of  the 
room  in  which  it  sits.  I  shall  not  agree  to  any- 
thinff  of  the  kind. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  committed  presently. 


Major  ATKINSON.— I  hop«  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  more  two  resolutions  without  notics. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  honorable  gentleman  oau- 
not  move  Uiese  resolutions  without  eiving  notice. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honorable  gentleman 
has  a  perfect  riglit  to  appeal  to  the  indulgenoa 
of  the  House,  and  the  House,  if  it  chooses,  can 
refuse  to  allow  these  resolutions  to  be  moved. 

Major  ATKINSON.— My  object  Ib  to  obtain 
an  inquiry.  I  must  say  that,  if  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committ^  is  what  the  Premier  says  it  is, 
he  ought  to  ask  the  House  to  put  other  honorable 
memMrs  on  it,  in  order  to  make  it  a  satisfactory 
Committee. 

Mr.  STOUT.- 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Can 
the  honorable  gentleman  make  a  speech  when 
there  u  no  motion  before  the  House  P 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  proceeded  so  far  as  to  make  a 
speech.  He  is  merely  explaining  why  he  thinks 
be  has  a  claim  to  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  was  remaiidng  that, 
if  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  is  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  represents  it  to  \>e,'he  ought 
to  take  steps  to  get  it  altered,  because  that  is  a 
Committee  upon  which  the  country  places  great 
reliance.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  piu^ 
feeling  about  it.  But  I  will  get  over  that  diffi- 
culty at  once.  I  will  ask  the  House  to  permit  me 
to  move  this  resolution,  and  I  will  confer  with  the 
honorable  gentleman,  and  select  a  perfectly  £sir 
Committee.  If  the  honorable  aeotleman  does  not 
care  to  do  that,  I  am  perfecUy  willing  to  leave 
you.  Sir,  to  select  the  Committee.  I  hope  the 
House  ynXL  allow  me  to  move  this  resolution. 

L^ve  refused. 

On  the  motion.  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  leave  the 
chair,  in  order  that  the  House  might  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bills, 

Mr.  MoLEAN  said,— We  have  witnessed  a 
spectacle  to-night  which  reflects  little  credit  upon 
tne  Premier  of  the  colony,  the  leader  of  this 
House.  When  the  honorable  gentleman  was  on 
this  side  of  the  House  no  other  honorable  gentle* 
man  transgressed  the  rules  so  frequently  as  he 
did,  but  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  he  would 
continue  to  set  such  an  example  occupying  the 
high  position  he  fills  at  present.  Who  can  believe 
his  statements  when  he  defies  incjuiry  P  He  says 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  is  packed.  The 
fact  is,  seven  members  belong  to  one  side  of 
the  House  and  seven  to  the  other.  Here  are 
the  names: — Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Curtis,  Mr. 
Johnston,  Mr.  Lamacb,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr. 
Murray  -  Aynsley,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Bees,  Mr.  Beid,  Mr.  Beynolds,  Mr.  Staf- 
ford, Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  B.  G.  Wood.  How 
dares  the  Premier  get  up  and  say  that  the  Com* 
mittee  is  packed?  Let  him  put  on  as  many 
members  as  he  likes  from  his  side  of  the  House 
and  consent  to  the  inquiry,  if  he  has  any  belief  in 
his  statement.  I  challenge  him  to  make  the  in- 
quiry i  but  he  declines,  bM»use  he  knows  there  is 
no  truth  in  it.  I  therefore  hurl  back  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  insinuations.  With  regard  to 
this  £300,000,  upon  which  he  appears  to  base  all 
our  delinquencies,  nobody  knows  better  than  he 
does  himself  that  it  is  required  to  hide  a  deficiency 
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caused  bj  bis  peculiar  system  of  finance.  He 
knows  Tcry  well  that  wben  we  come  to  the  30th 
June  the  revenue  of  tlie  colony  will  be  perfectly 
well  able  to  return  that  money  to  the  Public 
Works  Department.  Then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man cays  he  was  encumbered  with  transactions  of 
a  discreditable  kind.  This  eyidently  refers  to  the 
£1,000,000  borrowed  from  the  banks,  and  ho  en- 
deavours to  ^et  t  he  House  to  assent  to  a  £5,000,000 
loan,  which  it  virtually  is,  instead  of  a  £4,000,000 
loan,  because  he  can  re-borrow  that  £1,000,000 
again.  The  honorable  gentleman  knows  that  his 
proposal  is  equal  to  asking  authority  to  borrow 
£5,000,000,  but  he  does  not  think  it  beneath  him 
to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  I  will  not  weary  tlie  House  now.  In 
Committee  I  will  endeavour  to  prove  that 
£4,000,000  is  not  required,  and  that  £2,000,000 
will  be  ample  for  the  requirements  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  FOX.  —  I  cannot  resist  expressing  the 
opinion  that  I  never  heard  anything  more  im- 
proper or  indecent  in  this  House  than  the  allega- 
gation  of  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  €k>Temment,  that  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee is  a  '* packed"  Committee.  I  consider  that 
a  most  indecent  statement,  coming  from  a  gentle- 
man occupying  such  a  high  position.  The  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  are 
Committees  carefully  selected  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  facts  and  figures,  examining  wit- 
nesses and  papers,  and  conducting  inquiries  as 
they  could  not  be  conducted  in  this  House. 
They  have  always  been  looked  upon  as  being  far 
above  suspicion,  and  never  before  in  this  House, 
during  the  twenty  years  I  hare  been  a  member  of 
it,  have  I  heard  any  imputation  made  Bfainst  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  even  by  Opposition 
members.  To  cast  a  shnr  upon  such  a  Com- 
mittee, composed  as  it  is  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
names  were  read  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  is  most  indecent,  improper,  unbe- 
coming, and  contemptuous  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  member.  The  honorable  gentleman 
says,  "  Let  all  these  things  be  fought  out  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  within  hearing  of  the  re- 
porters." The  honorable  gentleman  knows  as 
well  as  I  do  that  inquiries  of  this  kind,  relative 
to  figures  and  public  accounts,  cannot  be  inresti- 

S&ted  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  In  order  to 
ecide  the  point  at  issue  between  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  and  the  honorable  gentle- 
men on  those  benohes,  it  is  necessary  that  papers 
containing  columns  of  figures  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee,  and  that  officers  of  the 
Treasury  should  be  examined  and  cross-exaxnined 
—a  process  which  could  not  be  carried  on  on 
the  floor  of  the  House,  and  would  be  improper 
if  it  could.  No,  Sir;  the  fact  is,  it  does  not 
suit  the  honorable  gentleman  to  bring  any  of  the 
charges  he  makes  to  the  test  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. In  those  instances  when  he  has  brought 
charges  he  has  invariably  broken  down.  The 
charges  he  made  against  Mr.  Whitaker  were  not 
only  refuted  to  the  utmost,  but  the  Committee 
reported  that  the  Goremment  was  indebted  to 
Mr.  Whitaker  for  compensation  for  what  he  had 
done.  The  same  thing  has  occurrtd  with  re- 
Jlfr.  JUpJLsan 


gard  to  other  matters ;  and  so  here— it  does  not 
suit  the  Premier  to  hare  this  question  referred  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  Only  the  otker 
day,  according  to  what  we  hear  in  the  loblaeoy 
it  was  said  that  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
wished  to  investigate  the  allegation  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  that  we  were  spending  £1,900  a 
day  more  than  our  income.  They  wished  to  eaU 
before  them  the  Cobnial  Treasurer,  as  beinf  the 
person  who  made  the  statement,  and  they  wiihcd 
to  examine  him  as  to  the  fads  and  figureo  hj 
which  he  was  prepared  to  support  it.  Bat  the 
honorable  member  was  sick  at  his  own  house,  and 
excused  himself  from  attending  before  the  Com* 
mittee  on  that  ground.  That  was  what  was  aaid 
in  the  lobbies,  and  we  all  sympathised  with  him. 
Being  unable  to  leave  his  own  house,  it  wee  said 
in  the  lobbies  that  the  Committee  were  prepared 
to  go  and  talk  to  him  there ;  but  next  day  it  wae 
stated  that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  gone  to 
Nelson  upon  the  advice  of  his  medical  adriser. 
That  is  the  kind  of  way  in  which  thoae  honorable 
members  make  allegations  which  will  not  beer 
inveatigatiaa,  and  when  they  are  challenged,  be- 
fore a  tribunal  which  is  above  all  suspicton,  thej 
are  not "  same"  to  appear  to  defend  their  own  state- 
ments. Kow,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  I  bare  noTer 
heard  a  more  indecent  allegation  made  in  this 
House  than  that  made  by  the  honorable  member 
at  the  head  of  the  Government — namely,  that  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  was  a  "  packed  "  Com- 
mittee, and  a  tribunal  before  which  no  hooonble 
man  could  go  and  expect  to  get  justice  in  any  in* 
quiry  that  might  be  instituted. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  do  not  know  that  I 
ever  heard  a  more  indecent  insinuation  made  ia 
this  House  than  that  which  has  Just  been  made 
against  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  will 
state  the  fiusts  of  the  case :  It  u  said  the  CoUmid 
Treasurer  went  to  Nelson  in  order  to  escape  this 
inyestieation  by  the  Public  Aooonnts  Committee. 
Now  I  i[now  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  went  to 
Nelson  without  being  aware  that  his  presence  wae 
required  by  the  Committee,  or  that  there  was  any- 
thing being  investigated  which  might  reqoire  hu 
presence.  I  can  say  that  he  made  all  his  arrange- 
ments for  going  to  Nelson,  and  that,  in  fiact,  he 
had  gone  to  Nelson  without  its  being  intimated 
to  him  that  the  Committee  required  him.  On 
the  day  on  which  he  sailed,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  (Mr.  Curtis)  met  me 
and  asked  me  whether  the  Colonial  Treaauier 
could  attend  a  meeting  next  day,  and  I  rqdted 
that  he  had  left  for  Nelson.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  foundation  for  the  insinuation  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  went  to  Nelson  in  order  to 
escape  this  investigation,  or  that  he  knew  anj^ 
thing  at  all  about  it  before  his  departure. 

Mr.  RBES.— Sir,  I  have  noticed  that  in  the 
making  of  charges  of  using  unparliamentarr 
language  one  member  of  the  House  takes  a  leacU 
ing  part.  He  is  not  content  to  allow  other  per* 
sons  to  fight  their  own  battles.  He  must  oome 
forward  on  all  occasions :  and  yet  he  talke  abonl 
indecency.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  that 
honorable  gentleman  has  any  right  to  know  what 
takes  place  in  a  Committee  of  which  he  ie  not  a 
member.    Why,  Sir,  if  the  gre)r  hairs  whieh  < 
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with  old  tee  do  not  nTe  wiadom  they  simply 
bring  on  tbe  person  who  has  them  derision.  I 
shoiud  like  to  know  what  is  more  indecent  to  this 
House  than  for  a  person  who  does  not  belong 
to  a  Committee  to  presume  to  state  what  goes 
on  at  meetings  of  that  Committee.  Honorable 
members  hare  come  to  this  House  for  the  first 
time,  and  heard  the  name  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wangaoui  referred  to  as  that  of  one  who 
had  been  in  this  House  for  twenty-fiye  years,  and 
they  haTe  been  ashamed  to  hear  the  honorable 
gentleman  speak  as  he  has  spoken.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  aiming  to 
destroy  the  reputation  he  once  had,  and  tries 
to  show  how  slight  is  the  foundation  that  repu- 
tation is  based  upon.  He  has  made  charges  of 
misconduct  against  members  of  this  House  with- 
out knowing  what  he  was  talking  about.  If  it 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  who  had 
told  the  House  what  went  on  at  Committee 
meetings  it  would  have  been  indecent,  but  for  a 
gentleman  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  do  so  is  more  than  indecent.  What  right 
has  he  to  say  what  goes  on  at  a  Committee  meet- 
ing P 

Mr.  FOX. — A  perfect  right. 

Mr.  l^ES. — A  perfect  right.  I  suppose  it  is 
because  the  Colonial  Treasurer  likened  him  to  a 
harlequin  that  he  has  referred  to  that  honorable 
gentleman  in  the  way  he  has  done.  It  is  a 
strange  fact  that  all  the  old  leaders  in  politics  in 
this  country  seem  simply  to  be  desirous  of  de- 
stroying themselTes  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
We  haye  seen  the  honorable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui,  and  other  honorable  members  who  for  years 
past  haye  led  the  House  in  relation  to  political 
natters,  day  after  day  and  week  after  week  |;et 
ap  in  this  House  and  make  statements  which 
lower  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  gets  up  frequently  in 
this  House,  and  erery  time  he  rises  he  challenges 
aomebody  to  say  or  to  do  something ;  and  then  we 
hear  the  honorable  member  for  Wangaoui  follow- 
ing suit.  Erery  time  he  gets  up  he  makes 
charges  against  people  which  are  founded  on 
ignorance,  and  not  on  facts.  The  purpose  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  answering  here  is  to 
•how  how  utteriy  useless  a  man  may  be,  although 
he  may  hare  a  ^pneat  name.  Exoept  in  relation 
to  one  Bill,  which  the  action  of  the  honorable 
member  himself  did  more  to  strangle  than  that 
of  any  other  honorable  gentleman,  he  has  taken 
no  aotire  part  in  any  measure  which  has  come 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB.  —  I  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  sboald  not  refer  to  a  prerious  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  MACFARLANB.— We  hare  been  listen- 
ing for  the  last  few  minutes  to  nothing  but  per- 
sonalities. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
ont  of  order. 

Mr.  REES. — I  am  sorry  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  should  interrupt  me,  for  I  hare 
nerer  interrupted  him,  and  I  hare  nerer  abused 
him.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  abusing  anybody 
who  does  not  abuse  other  people,  but  when  an 
honorable  mcaiber  geta  up   as   the  honorabla 


member  for  Wanganui  has  done,  and  goes  out  of 
his  way  to  make  against  others  charges  which 
hare  no  foundation,  I  am  always  happy  to  be  able 
to  get  up  and  say  that  he  is  not  speaking  facts.  I 
do  not  beliere  tnere  is  a  single  measure  excepting 
one  regarding  which  tbe  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui  hfw  giren  the  House  or  the  colony  any 
information.  I  may  here  say  that  it  was  a  piece 
of  gross  impertinence  on  the  part  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  to  attempt  to  examine  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  at  his  own  house.  I  hare  also 
to  say  that  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Lamaoh)  did  not  go  away  simply  be- 
cause he  expected  to  be  examined  by  the  Com* 
mittee.  As  far  as  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
is  concerned,  I  must  state  my  belief  that  within 
the  last  few  days  absolutely  partisan  action  has 
been  attempted  to  be  carried  out  by  that  Com- 
mittee simply  on  the  motion  of  tbe  honorable 
member  for  Egmont.  I  think  that  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session  we  should  let  this  matter 
drop.  During  the  past  few  days  I  hare  refrained 
from  speaking  in  tbe  hope  that  the  business  would 
be  proceeded  with.  I  think  tlie  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  may  rest  satisfied,  and  allow 
himself  and  his  political  life  to  be  buried  in  ob- 
lirion. 

Mr.  ORMOND. — ^Reference  is  being  constantly 
made  to  the  constitution  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  but  with  that  I  will  not  ded.  I  will, 
howerer,  state  to  the  House  that  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  has  had  under  its  notice  the 
question  raised  in  the  statement  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  as  to  the  alleged  deficiency  of  rerenue 
in  the  colony,  and  also  his  statement  that  this 
colony  was  going  to  the  bad  at  the  rate  of  £1,900 

1^!.  MONTGOMERY.— I  should  h*ke  to  know, 
as  a  point  of  order,  whether  it  is*right  for  an 
honorable  member  to  state  what  takes  place  at 
Committee  meetings. 

Major  ATKINSON.—Before  you  gire  your 
ruling,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  members  of  the  Committee  hare 
been  accused  of  taking  partisan  action. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No  doubt  it  is  rery  irregular 
to  state  in  this  House  what  takes  plaee  in  Com- 
mittee, but  at  the  same  time  a  rery  distinct 
charge  has  been  made  against  the  Committee,  and 
it  might  be  adrisable  under  the  circumstances  to 
hear  any  explanation  tlmt  may  be  giren. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  shall  not  trespass  unduly. 
Sir.  I  was  merely  stating  what  was  before  the 
Committee.  If  Uiere  has  been  any  partisan 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  I  am  not 
aware  of  it.  Myself  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Committee  hare  the  interests  of  the  colony 
at  heart,  and  I  think,  with  others,  that  the  state- 
ment which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  made,  to  the 
effect  that  the  rerenue  of  this  colony  is  belo# 
the  ordinary  expenditure,  and  that  there  is  a 
deficit  of  about  £700,000  a  year,  or  £1.920  a  day, 
is  utterly  unfounded  and  incorrect.  Ihat  matter 
has  been  submitted  to  the  best  body  in  thia 
House— a  body  which  is  in  a  position  to  inquire 
into  it.  I  hare  no  doubt  that  the  statement  of 
the  Treasurer  is  utteriy  unfounded  and  incorrect, 
and  that  in  makbg  that  statement 
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Mr.  W.  WOOD.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.       | 

Mr.  OBMOND.— I  did  not  expect  the  honor- 
able member  to  interrupt  me  in  that  way. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD.— Probably  you  did  not.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  told  us  of  a  matter 
which  the  Committee  has  had  before  it  to  inves- 
tigate. I  haTe  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee if  the  particular  question  to  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Clire  refers  was  remitted 
to  the  Committee  for  inyestigation,  and  I  am 
informed  that  it  was  not.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman  is  justified  in 
•tating  to  the  House  what  is  done  hy  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— That  is  not  at  all  a  point  of 
order.  At  the  same  time,  I  hope  honorable  mem- 
bers will  not  refer  particolarly  to  that  question. 

Mr.  ORMOND.  — When  I  was  interrupted  I 
was  referring  to  a  statement  which  was  made  by 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  which  statement 
I  considered  was  damaging  to  the  colony,  and 
should  not  have  been  made  by  any  eentleman  on 
the  GoTemment  benches,  or,  in  fact,  by  any 
member  of  this  House.  It  is  a  statement  whicn 
if  not  correct,  and  which  will  be  hurtful  to  our 
oradit  to  a  degree  which  we  have  yet  to  ascer- 
tain. I  was  n^erring  to  that  statement  because 
ife  appears  to  me  that  the  borrowing  power  of  the 
colony  will  be  affected  by  it.  It  must  be  mani- 
fsst  to  every  one  who  considers  the  matter  that 
that  statement  will  have  a  serious  effect  on  the 
money-lender  at  Home.  After  making  such  a 
statement  as  that  which  he  has  made,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  intends  to  go  Home  and  ask  the 
capitalists  in  England  to  lend  us  £4,000,000.  I 
•ay  that  that  is  a  wrong  position  to  take  up, 
and  one  which  &nnot  result  in  anything  but  dis- 
adyantage  to  the  colony,  and  our  position  as  bor- 
rowers will  be  seriously  interfered  with  by  it  I 
should  probably  not  have  risen  to  speak  but  for 
the  statement  of  the  Hon.  the  Premier  about 
public  works  and  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, but  as  I  am  on  my  legs  I  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  motion,  That  you  do  leave  the  chair 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Committee,  in  order 
to  say  briefly  what  my  general  objection  is  to 
this  proposal  to  borrow  £4,000,000.  I  hold  that 
it  is  entirely  unnecessary  for  this  House  at  pre- 
sent to  give  authority  to  borrow  any  such  sum. 
The  Premier,  in  recommending  the  Bill  to  the 
House,  told  us  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  borrow  more  than  is  abso- 
lutely required  at  the  present  time,  and  he  also 
led  us  to  understand  that  the  whole  of  the  money 
would  not  be  borrowed  at  once.  Considering  our 
position,  I  think  it  would  be  very  unwise  indeed 
to  give  authority  to  the  Government  to  borrow 
more  than  we  want  at  present,  and  I  trust  that 
in  Committee  the  endearours  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  loan  to  what  is  absolutely  re- 
quired win  be  successful.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man in  his  remarks  said  it  had  been  advanced  on 
our  side  of  the  House  that  a  scheme  ought  to 
have  been  brought  down  for  the  completion  of 
the  public  works,  and  that  if  such  had  oeen  done 
we  would  agree  that  a  large  loan  might  be  advan- 
tageously taken  up.  It  is  quite  true  that  a  great 
many  honorable  gentlemen  in  the  Home  well 
Mr.  Ormond 


qualified  to  gjve  an  opinion  on  the  at^bjecihsM 
advanced  that  opinion,  and  it  is  ooa  with  whit^I 
entirely  agree.  We  quite  agree  wiUi  the  hoasr- 
able  ^ntleman  that  neither  hia  Qoverameot^Bsr 
any  Govemmenty-would  at  the  preaoU  mo^wt 
be  in  a  position  to  bring  down  any  audi  piopasii], 
because  there  are  not  the  necessary  data  efMi 
which  to  found  an  applical-ioa  to  the  momef- 
lender  for  a  very  large  sum  of  money.  Bat  I  taks 
it  tbat,  because  we  are  not  in  a  position  tius  ytsr 
to  give  information  which  we  believe  to  be  Dcees- 
sary  before  we  can  go  to  the  nM>oey  maifctt  to 
borrow  a  laiwe  sum,  that  is  no  reason  why  «s 
should  give  the  honorable  gentleman  aathorify  la 
borrow  to  the  extent  of  £4,000,000.  The  UMOt 
that  is  absolutely  wanted,  including  the  Eattnatcs 
of  the  Government,  is,  at  the  outAdet,  £2i^O0fiC0. 
Our  proposal  was  for  a  loan  of  £2,000|,00a  lbs 
present  Government  have,  by  variooa  ^caoa  «f 
expenditure,  which  I  need  not  now  ga  into,  in- 
creased that  sum  to  £2,500,000— mainly  by  thoss 
items  which  have  caused  so  much  discosaioa  in 
this  House,  namely,  the  provincial  liahihticaj 
which  we  dispute,  and  other  items  of  a  like 
nature.  But  I  hold  that  the  House  ooght  not  to 
give  authority  to  tbe  Government  to  borrow  any 
Ukrger  sum  than  is  absolutely  reqaired  for  the 
services  of  the  colony,  and  the  himorable  geatie- 
man  has  not  made  out  a  case  why  such  aaUiottty 
should  be  given.  He  did  give  os  aonae  figoics^ 
and,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  follow  theis,  they 
go  to  show  that,  in  regard  to  the  item  on  aoooant 
of  which  loans  can  be  most  advantageooaly 
raised  at  Home,  and  for  which  the  money-lender 
would  advance  the  colony  monev  on  reaecitishila 
terms — namely,  public  works — the  Gorenuneat 
proposed  to  borrow  £1,500,000,  the  expeoditare 
of  which  would  be  extended  over  a  period  at 
eighteen  months.  I  would  point  out  to  ths 
^use  that,  if  the  proposal  of  the  honofahb 
gentleman  is  not  to  go  on  with  public  works,  bol 
to  check  them,  this  expenditure  now  pxt^oeed  is  aa 
entirely  new  feature  lu  the  policy  as  we  have  had 
it  from  the  Government  benchea.  The  Ooven- 
ment  have,  as  I  understand,  adopted  the  Kslimatas 
of  their  predecessors,  particularly  their  Pablie 
Works  Estimates.  Under  the  Estimatea  of  the 
late  Gk)vemment  for  immigration,  paJbSia  werk^ 
railways,  roads,  land  purchases,  Hghtboaaea,  and 
all  the  various  items  which  come  under  tbe  PabUe 
Works  Loan,  Uiere  is  a  total  expenditore  of 
£2,067,000.  There  was  on  the  credit  nde  at  the 
commencement  of  the  financial  year  £960,000^ 
leaving  a  sum  absolutely  required  within  this 
year  of  £1,087,000.  Then  we  had  from  the 
present  Government  Supplementary  Eatimatss 
to  the  extent  of  £200,000.  Supposing  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  on  with  public  worka  in  the 
same  way  as  we  were,  and  with  the  same  speed, 
that  means  that  there  will  be  expanded  on  those 
items  £1,287,000.  Now  the  Premier  told  aa  ia  his 
address  to-night  that  in  borrowing  this  fi^or  mil- 
lions of  money  he  proposes  that  £1,500,000  shall 
be  appropriated  to  public  works  and  ImraigtatidB 
for  eighteen  months.  In  other  words,  the  difEor- 
ence  between  £1,287,000  and  £1,500,000  is  to  be 
the  sum  that  is  to  be  applicable  for  the  six 
months  and  the  coming  year  to  pablie  works  ia 
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this  ooloDj.  I  heard  that  statement  with  con* 
siderable  dissatisfiiotion,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
GK>vemment  are  making  anjthins  like  a  reason* 
able  proTision  for  public  works  during  the 
next  eighteen  months.  Their  proposal  would 
mean  an  absolute  stoppage  of  public  works,  and 
it  seems  to  me  to  indicate  either  that  the  Go* 
Temment  haye  not  considered  the  proposal  they 
are  making,  or  that  their  scheme  must  be  exceed- 
ingly unsatisfactory  to  the  colony.  This  point 
in  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech  was  so  emi- 
nently  unsatisfactory  that  I  cannot  allow  it  to 
pass  without  calling  the  attention  of  the  House, 
to  it.  I  trust  that  when  we  go  into  Committee 
the  amount  authorised  to  be  borrowed  will  be 
reduced ;  and  we  shall  on  our  side  ask  those 
honoraUe  gentlemen  who  support  the  Gorem- 
roent  really  to  gire  some  reasons— for  we  hare 
had  none  yet — why  such  a  Iftrge  sum  as  is  pro* 
posed  should  be  borrowed.  To  have  a  Bill  of 
this  character  brought  down — a  shell  Bill — with* 
out  any  details  at  all,  and  to 'have  such  an 
explanation  as  we  hare  beard  from  the  Premier, 
who  tells  us  simply  that  we  are  to  give  him 
£4,000,000,  to  be  used  as  he  likes,  without  even 
m  schedule  to  tell  the  House  or  the  country  what 
the  money  is  to  be  used  for — such  a  cour»e  is,  I 
say,  an  unheard-of  instance  of  a  Government 
msking  consideration  from  the  House  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind. 

Mr.  STOUT. —  The  honorable  gentleman 
who  last  spoke  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui  (Mr.  Fox)  have  not  shown  any  desire 
whatever  to  consider  the  time  of  honorable  mem- 
bers in  this  House.  This  afternoon  and  to-nisht 
they  have  got  up  debates,  and  the  honon3>le 
member  for  E^ont  has  got  up  two  speeches  on 
the  same  question.  Then  we  had  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  and  other  honorable 
members  all  talking  about  the  same  thing — that 
the  amount  of  the  loan  should  be  reduced.  Why 
cannot  they  move  that  in  Committee  P  The  last 
argument  used  is  the  most  extraordinary  I  ever 
beard — namely,  that,  because  the  Gkivemment 
propose  too  little  for  public  works  in  their  loan, 
therefore  the  loan  shoidd  be  reduced  ;  and  yet  it 
is  not  desirable  to  stop  public  works.  However, 
I  did  not  rise  to  speak  upon  that  point,  but  to 
refer  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  If  the 
honorable  members  on  that  Committee  have  been 
inrestigating,  as  they  say  they  have,  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  then  they 
are  exceeding  their  functions. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE.  — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  As  one  of  the  Committee,  I  protest 
against  any  honorable  member  dictating  in  this 
House  as  to  what  that  Committee  shall  do. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  submit  that  that  is  not  a  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE.— I  wish  to  know  whether 
an  honorable  member  can  dictate  to  the  Com* 
mittee  what  it  should  do. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  honorable  member  has  no 
right  to  interrupt  me  like  this. 

Mr.  SPEAEiZR.— The  honorable  member  for 
l^aitemata  has  not  yet  stated  his  point. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE.— I  rose  to  a  point  of 
oxder,  and  I  said  that  the  honorable  member  was 


dictating  to  the  Committee,  and  saying  that  they 
had  investigated  matters  which  they  had  no  right 
to  investigate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  not  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  am  quite  right.  The  honor- 
able member  is  very  touchy  on  the  question.  I 
say,  again,  that  if  the  Committee  are  investigating 
a  statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  they  are 
doing  an  illegal  and  improper  thing,  and  oucht 
to  be  ashamed  of  themselves.  I  shall  read  a 
statement  in  which  the  then  Colonial  Treasurer 
laid  down  what  the  functions  of  the  Publie 
Accounts  Committee  were.  I  remember  the 
occasion  perfectly,  and  I  recollect  that  the  then 
Treasurer  was  loudly  cheered  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  when  he  gave  utterance  to 
this  statement : — 

*'  No  Government,  in  his  opinion,  should  sub* 
mit  to  subject  its  financial  matters  to  the  political 
consideration  of  a  Select  Committee ;  and  time 
after  time  in  that  House,  in  former  years.  Select 
Committees  to  inquire  into  financial  proposals  of 
the  then  existing  Governments  had  been  reeiated, 
and  had  been  understood  to  be  attacks  upon  the 
financial  policy  of  the  Gkivemment." 

That  was  what  was  said  when  this  Publie 
Accounts  Committee  was  ^pointed;  and  in 
another  speech  by  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  Yogel)  this 
also  was  said : — 

*'  In  his  opinion  the  Government  ought  not  to 
consent  to  be  tried  by  Committees.  If  there  was 
a  primd  facie  case  against  a  Government,  necessi- 
tating examination  l>efore  a  Committee,  such  a 
Government  ought  to  cease  to  exist." 

That  was  cheered  by  the  members  of  the  then 
Gk>vemment,  and  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Egmont ;  and  Mr.  Vogel  also  said  that  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  had  nothing  to  do  with 
what  appeared  in  the  Financial  Statement.  If 
honorable  members  will  look  at  the  Journals  of 
the  House  for  1870,  at  pages  43  and  52,  they  will 
there  see  it  laid  down  what  the  functions  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  are — simply  to  ex- 
amine the  public  accounts,  and  to  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Financial  Statement  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer ;  and  if  this  Committee  are 
investigating  the  Financial  Statement  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  they  are  doing  so  for  party 
purposes,  and  they  are  doing  so  contrary  to  the 
rules  that  were  laid  down  in  1870,  and  which 
have  always  been  acted  upon  by  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  since.  And  I  sav  that  they 
are  doing  an  illegal  and  improper  thing.  The 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  knows  it,  and  he  and  his 
Government  were  the  very  parties  who  protested 
against  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  of  1875 
or  1876  daring  even  to  investiffate  their  own 
totals.  The  only  matters  they  had  to  investigate 
were  simply,  ss  laid  down  in  the  Journals  to 
which  I  have  just  referred,  the  public  accounts 
of  the  colony,  and  any  quarrel  between  the 
Treasury  Department  and  the  Auditor,  or  be- 
tween the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  political  heads.  And  yet.  Sir,  members  of 
this  PubUc  Accounts  Committee — unaUe  to  meet 
the  present  Government  in  this  House,  unable  to 
discuss  the  finances  of  the  colony  in  the  House, 
unable  to  meet  argument  by  argument  in  the 
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House — go  awaj  to  a  Committee,  bring  forward 
and  disouM  their  matters  secretly 

Mr.  MACFABLANE.— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Surely,  Sir,  the  Committee  are  not  obliged 
to  submit  to  insinuations  of  this  sort.  Surelj 
that  cannot  be  right. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  STOUT.—The  honorable  member  is  Terj 
touchy.  If  he  wishes  to  find  out  what  his  duty 
b  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  let  him  go  to  the 
Journals,  and  his  common  sense  will  tell  him  that 
he  has  been  misled  if  be  is  taking  part  in  any 
such  investigation  as  I  have  pointed  out.  If  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  intend  to  go  on  in 
ibis  way,  it  is  time  they  were  discharged.  They 
are  acting  contrary  to  the  rules  laid  down  when 
they  were  appointed,  and  contrary  to  the  rules 
under  which  the  Committee  have  id  ways  acted  in 
the  past.  The  thing  is  perfectly  transparent, 
and  1  am  Tery  glad  to  nave  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  what  I  hare  done,  for  I  haye 
heard  rumours  in  the  lobbies  about  how  they  are 
going  on  with  their  investigation.  Then,  as  to 
the  remark  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
about  the  Colonial  Treasurer  having  to  go  to 
Nelson,  that  is  a  most  uncalled-for  thing.  We 
have  it  on  the  very  best  authority  that,  before 
ever  they  asked  him  to  attend  the  Committee,  or 
before  his  coUeasue  was  asked  whether  or  not  he 
could  attend,  he  had  gone  to  Nelson ;  and  yet  a 
sneer  was  put  forth,  and  an  insinuation  that  he 
was  shamming  sickness— for  that  is  what  the 
sneer  amounts  to — in  order  not  to  attend  before 
this  august  tribunal  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. Such  a  statement  as  that  is  quite  un- 
called-for, and  no  person  of  fine  feeling,  as  I  will 
put  it,  ought  to  haTc  made  it  in  this  House. 

Mr.  QIBBS.— Sir,  I  do  not  often  rise  to  ad- 
dress you  on  the  subject  of  finance,  and  I  have  no 
idea  of  doing  so  this  evening.  I  am  prepared  to 
rank  myself  among  those  honorable  gentlemen 
who  are  so  frequently  alluded  to  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  ^ames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  as 
persons  of  only  ordinary  intelligence ;  and,  with 
that  ordinai*y  intelligence,  of  which  I  claim  to 
be  possessed,  I  fancy  that  I  can  understand  the 
figures  that  hare  been  so  repeatedly  laid  before 
us  and  so  repeatedly  put  forth  here  by  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer;  but  I  altogether  fail  to  be 
couTincod  by  the  arguments  adduced  by  the 
Hon.  the  Premier,  if  lean  call  them  arguments, 
because  they  seem  to  be  nothing  more  than  what 
I  might  term  flowery  and  humorous  speeches, 
which  contain  nothing  argumentative,  nothing 
that  can  at  all  convince  that  ordinary  intelligence 
I  refer  to,  but  merely,  as  has  often  been  spoken 
of  in  the  House,  to  be  so  much  dust  thrown  in 
my  eyes,  that  would  prevent  me  seeing,  perhaps, 
the  points  of  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  argu- 
ment the  honorable  member  adduces  in  reply  to 
those  clear  statements  of  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. There  is  nothing  convincing  about  such 
statements.  What  I  rose  to  say  now  was,  thut 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who,  like  myself,  do 
not  pretend  to  be  financiers,  when  very  serious 
accusations  are  made  against  the  members  of 
the  late  Gorerpment  so  nequently  by  the  honor- 
Ur.  Siout 


able  member  for  the  Thamea,  caimot  but  ted 
some  considerable  surprise  at  the  reliual  to  give 
honorable  members  who,  like  myself,  dcaire  to  be 
couTinced,  a  chance  of  being  oonrinoed  by  tks 
only  means  that  are  at  our  dnpoaal — tba  zefnl 
to  aid  the  House  in  haTing  the  accosatioos  dod- 
dated  by  the  Public  Accounts  Committea.  I 
cannot  but  feel  that  the  refusal  implies  thai  tke 
honorable  gentlemen  do  not  baliere  what  they 
themselres  say  here.  I  cannot  help  bat  feel  tliat 
It  was  only  with  that  feeling  Uiat  I  rose  tDmj% 
few  words.  I  cannot  conceiye  how  tho9B  gesU»> 
men  can  defend  theur  position  when  ther  iclue 
this  House  the  only  means  it  can  possibly  love 
of  clearing  up  those  accusations  and  ooonter- 
aocusations  that  are  so  frequently  placed  bsfow 
us.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  statements  of 
the  late  Treasurer  have  not  been  really  answered 
by  the  Premier,  and  with  that  feeling  I  caonal 
say  that  I  am  surprised  that  the  hozKnmfale  gsntk- 
men  on  that  side  of  the  House  refused  poiat-Uank 
to  allow  this  question  to  be  inquired  into  sad 
cleared  nn  by  a  Committee  the  members  of  whidi 
— notwithstanding  all  the  terrible  statements  that 
have  been  made  here  as  to  thdr  partiality,  state- 
ments that  really  I  can  hardly  imagine  oooM  be 
made  against  any  section  of  this  House—were, 
from  their  peculiar  fitness  to  perform  the  ardoosi 
duties  which  they  haTe  frequently  been  called  apoa 
to  discharge  this  session,  in  a  position  to  place  be- 
fore this  House  the  facts  in  as  dear  a  manntr  as 
possible.  I  think  those  gentlemen  might  bsve 
had  the  opportunity  of  deciding  whether  the  se- 
cusations  made  were  correct  or  not.  I  rfgret 
Tcry  much  that  honorable  gentlemen,  like  myself, 
who  would  like  to  be  enlightened,  hare  no  chaaes 
of  being  informed  as  to  the  correctness  or  othCT- 
wise  of  the  statements  so  frequently  pat  for^ 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  wish  to  say  ens  er 
two  words  npon  a  matter  which  has  been  brooghi 
before  the  House,  as  I  think,  somewhat  noneoei- 
sarily.  I  wish  to  say  that  the  motion  of  the  hosior 
able  member  for  Bgmont  for  the  Public  Aoeoimts 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  differences  betwesa 
him  and  the  honorable  member  at  the  bead  of 
the  Government,  and  as  to  tlie  statements  thev 
have  made  in  this  House,  is  out  of  the  qw- 
tion  altogether.  We  have  had  stateiaenta  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  when  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  and  never  called  upon  a  dm- 
mittee  fo  inquire  into  them.  I  feel  bound  to  mj 
that  such  a  proposition  would  hare  been  met  with 
derifion,  and,  if  the  honorable  member  is  doc 
treated  with  that  respect  which  is  due  to  his  posi- 
tion as  leader  of  the  Opposition,  it  is  only  retrfta- 
tion.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Public  Aoc9oafiU> 
Committee  is  a  partisan  Committee,  and  will  oc^ 
do  justice.  Well,  that  is  a  very  grave  accussline 
to  make,  and  if  it  can  be  substantiated  the  sooaer 
that  is  done  the  better.  The  honorable  member 
for  Dnncdin  City  (Mr.  Stouty  spoke  warn^y  od 
the  question.  I  do  not  think  he  was  aware  who 
are  members  of  that  Committee.  The  varioys 
accounts  have  been  sent  to  that  Conmiittee,  ia- 
eluding  the  Provincial  Liabilities  Account,  and  tke 
Committee  in  due  course  examined  into  thxm 
accounts.  I  suppose  it  is  impossible,  when  pu^ 
feeling  rant  hign  in  this  House,  for  each  ] 
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of  the  Committee  \o  bring  to  the  consideration 
of  these  matters  a  judicial  mind  absolutely  free 
from  all  bias.  Thfre  are  members  who  may  hare 
a  bias  towards  the  Opposition,  and  tliere  are 
members  who  bring  their  bias  in  fajour  of  the 
Ooremmeni.  Perhaps  to  some  eitent  they  are 
evenly  balanced,  i^s  to  what  has  been  iaid  about 
this  being  a  "  packed  '*  Committee,  I  will  mention 
the  names  of  honorable  members  who  compose 
that  Committee.  ITiere  are  on  the  Committee 
at  present  the  Colonial  Treasurer  (^r.  Larnach), 
Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Reader  Wood,  Mr.  Macfailane, 
the  honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment Iiimsplf,  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land  City  East  (Mr.  Rees).  Those  gentlemen  are 
an  supporters  of  the  Goremment.  Then  there  is 
on  the  Committee  the  honorable  member  for  the 
l^ieri  (Mr.  Reid),  who  was  put  on  at  the  request 
and  with  the  entire  sanction  of  the  members  of 
the  Government ;  so  that  there  are  eight  mem- 
bers on  that  Committee  who  hare  no  leaning 
whatever  to  the  Opposition.  Perhaps  the  honor- 
able member  for  tne  Taieri  may  have  a  leaning 
towarrls  the  Opposition  now,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  it  would  lead  him  to  be  unjust  to  the 
Government..  There  are,  at  all  events,  some 
members  of  the  Committee  who  are  against  the 
Opposition,  and  who  are  generally  inclined  to  the 
(Government.  These  seven  members  are  quite 
able  to  take  care  that  no  political  matters  shall  be 
discussed  on  that  Committee.  Jf  political  mat- 
ters should  be  discussed  there,  when  the  report 
of  the  Committee  is  brought  up  the  whole  ques- 
tion cai\  be  challenged  in  this  House.  I  deprecate 
the  idea  that  honorable  members  placed  on  Com- 
mittees are  actuated  by  any  feelings  of  partisan- 
ship and  would  not  give  fair  attention  to  the 
matters  submitted  to  them.  If  that  were  the  case, 
what  is  the  use  of  appointing  Committees  at  all? 
I  have  heard  it  stated  that  members  of  Committees 
were  banded  together  to  carry  out  their  own 
views.  From  what  I  have  seen,  there  is  no  dis- 
position to  import  political  matters  into  the  Com- 
mittee— they  object  to  anything  yerging  on  poli- 
tical matters,  and  I  say  there  will  always  be  a  suf- 
fiHent  nnmber  of  members  on  the  Committee  to 
check  or  prevent  political  matters  being  introduced 
or  discussed.  I  am  convinced  that  the  Public 
AcconnU  Committee  will  do  its  duty  properly, 
and,  if  it  does  not,  then  will  be  the  time  for  this 
'  House  to  say  so.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
the  loan,  I  was  prepared  to  give  my  vote  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  I  expressed  the  other 
night.  I  will  not  go  further  into  that  matter. 
I  rose  simply  to  vindicate  the  Committee  from 
the  aspersions  which  have  b^en  cast  upon  it  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City. 

Mr.  STOUT. — ^The  honorable  member  is  mis- 
taken. I  never  said  it  was  a  partisan  Committee 
at  all. 

Mr.  J0HN8T0N.~It  has  been  said  that  it  is 
not  the  duty  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
to  inquire  into  any  rtetements  put  forth  as  to  the 
financial  position  of  the  colony.  I  consider  that 
this  is  absolutely  the  duty  of  the  Committee  :  if 
not,  I  do  not  understand  what  the  Committee 
was  appointed  for.  We  have  heard  statements 
made  as  to  the  expenditure  being  greatly  in  ex- 
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cess  of  the  revenue,  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  told  us  that  we  were  spending  £1,900  a  day 
more  than  our  income.  It  is  surely  the  duty  of 
the  Committee  to  investigate  such  a  statement, 
itnd  ascertain  whether  it  is  accurate  or  otherwise* 
It  is  exceedingly  te  be  regretted  that  Ministers, 
who  ought  to  protect  the  credit  of  the  colony  in 
every  way,  should  manufacture  opportunities  of 
repeatedly  stabbing  it,  by  publishing  inaccurate 
comparisons  between  the  ordinary  revenue  and 
expenditure,  and  by  declaring  to  Uis  Excellency, 
in  an  olUcial  communication,  that  we  cannot 
afford  to  pay  for  the  visit  of  Sir  William  Jervois, 
because  we  must  save  every  penny  te  provide 
against  the  possibility  of  being  assailed,  with  but 
little  warning,  by  a  dangerous  internal  enemy. 
Even  the  assertion  that  the  consolidated  revenue 
had  to  borrow  £800,000  from  the  Public  Works 
Account  and  could  not  repay  it,  and  must  pro- 
vide for  it  out  of  loan,  is  an  additional  effort  to 
depreciate  the  position  of  the  country  for  which  I 
can  see  no  good  reason.  I  would  venture  to  sug- 
gest to  the  Government  that  they  should  accede 
te  the  request  that  the  amount  to  be  borrowed 
should  be  reduced  to  £2,000,000.  I  truot  they 
will  be  content  with  only  inserting  in  the  sche- 
dule of  the  Act  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  for 
payment  on  account  of  public  works  and  for 
meeting  the  provincial  liabilities.  The  money 
due  to  the  banks  is  already  provided  for;  and, 
since  it  is  not  necessary  at  once  to  meet  the 
Treasury  bills,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of  import- 
ance whether  the £300,000  is  repaid  to  the  Public 
Works  Account  this  year  or  next,  I  hope  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  see  his  way  to  consent 
to  a  reduction  in  the  amount  to  be  borrowed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  one  o'clock 
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WASTE  LANDS  SALE  BILL.  , 

The  lion.  Colonel  WHITMORE— This  Bill 
is  confessedly  a  tempomrj  moAtiire.  Originally 
it  was  intended  to  come  into  operation  on  the  1st 
of  Januarr,  and  to  continue  m  operation  until 
the  last  day  of  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 
In  another  place  that  part  of  (he  proposal  was 
struck  out,  and  the  temporary  nature  of  the  Bill 
does  not  now  appear  on  (he  face  of  it;  but  it 
was  introduced  into  Parliament  as  a  temporarr 
measure  only.  It  may  be  gathered  from  the  4tn 
clause  that  (he  Gbrernment  intend  to  brins  about 
a  sys(em  of  classification  which  will  put  ail  lands 
i>ro|H>rtionately  on  an  equal  fooling.  In  the 
Financial  S(atement  recently  delirer^  that  was 
explained  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Gt>remment, 
and  it  was  decided  on  to  a  great  extent  in  defer- 
ence to  the  opinion  of  those  honorable  gentlemen 
who  come  from  the  Canterbury  ProWnce.  Those 
gentlemen  considered  that  the  application  of  the 
policy  of  the  GJoremment,  which  deprired  them  of 
some  portion  of  Land  Fund,  was  peculiarly  unfair 
to  them,  who  paid  to  high  a  price  for  the  land ; 
and,  a  good  deal  out*  of  consideration  for  them, 
the  GoTernment  consented  to  rerise  the  whole 
scheme  of  the  disposal  of  the  waste  lands  of  the 
Crown,  in  order  that  it  might  not  hereafter  be 
said  that  one  part  of  the  coantiy  paid  more 
money  than  another.  But  it  is  not  a  very  easy 
thing  to  uproot  habits  and  ideas  which  hare  been 
a  long  time  fixed,  and  it  is  peculiarly  difficult  to 
assimilate  the  land  laws  of  the  different  provinces, 
so  difi*erent  as  they  are  in  the  matter  of  price 
and  mode  of  sale ;  therefore  it  has  been  thought 
better  to  leare  the  system  of  sale  practically  in- 
tact, and  to  allow  the  lands  temporarily  to  oUaeify 
themselTes  by  auction,  except  m  districts  where 
the  system  of  free  selection  obtained.  Free  selec- 
tion exists  in  Tery  few  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
it  is  not  apprehended  by  the  OoTcmment  that 
raising  the  price  to  £2  an  acre  by  free  selection 
will,  at  all  events  dnrins  the  ensuing  half-year, 
make  any  material  dilrorence  to  the  reTenue. 
With  reoard  to  the  upeet  price  of  £1,  if,  as  is 
contended  by  settlers  from  Canterbury,  there  be 
any  unfairness  in  placing  the  lands  in  Otago  at  a 
lower  price  than  theirs,  it  is  to  be  astumcHi  that 
br  auction  the  leyel  of  Talue  will  be  found.  But 
tnere  is  a  saving  clause  by  which  the  Board  has 

rower  to  put  up  any  lands  of  special  ralue  at  a 
igher  upset  price,  as  it  may  deem  fit.  I  un- 
derstand that  it  has  been  for  a  long  time, the 
practice  in  the  Prorince  of  Otago  that  the  lands 
imt  up  for  sale  by  auction  bare  been  oflbrad  at  a 
higher  price  than  £1,  and  I  presume  that,  conse- 
quently, what  will  continue  to  be  the  nominal  dif- 
zerence  between  the  two  provinces  is  practically 
Tery  little  indeed.  They  are  already  within  lOs. 
of  one  another,  and  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  the 
system  of  auction  will  bring  about  a  level  of 
value,  and  possibly  realize  more  than  £2.  The 
system  of  disposal  of  lands  by  deferred  payment 
is  not  interfered  with  by  this  Bill.  I  do  not 
think  that  in  any  part  of  the  colony  the  land  has 
been  sold  on  deferred  payments  at  lees  than  £1  an 
acre.  There  is  a  clause  which  honorable  members 
may  have  different  opinions  about,  which  has 
been  added  in  another  place.  That  is  dause 
Mr,  Johngt^m 


10,  which  extends  the  homestead  system  to  the 
whole  rohmy.  I  have  only  to  say  that  that  pro- 
vision was  not  introducea  by  the  GK>Temiiieiii, 
and  the  Government  will  leave  it  to  the  will 
of  Parliament  to  decide  upon  that  point.  The 
Volunteer  scrip  extension  provided  in  the  Bill 
is  another  matter  that  has  b«*en  introduced  into 
the  Bill.  I  have  not  heard  the  exact  reeaons 
why  Parliament  should  so  soon  legislate  upon  a 
matter  which  has  alreaiy  been  under  considera- 
tion this  session,  but  it  appears  to  me  that,  if  the 
saving  clause  is  insisted  upon,  no  material  wnong 
will  be  done,  and  possibly  it  may  be  an  en- 
couragement to  Volunteers.  I  do  not  think  there 
are  any  leading  features  in  the  Bill  whi^  reqture 
particular  comment.  It  deals  with  only  certain 
particular  prominent  points  of  a  wide  subject, 
and  it  is  not  in  it«elf  a  measure  upon  which  the 
Gh>vemment  relies  for  its  policy.  It  is  nUJier 
a  conciliatory  proposal  to  harmonixe  the  rmtiotm 
injustices  that  were  thought  to  exist  under  the 
system  which  I  shall  have  to  explain  directly  in 
connection  with  the  Financial  Arrangements  oiiH, 
and  it  is  introduced  as  a  compronitte  whidi 
it  is  not  unreasonable  to  make.  For,  whatever 
opinions  may  be  held  by  some  with  regard  to  the 
Land  Fund,  there  can  be  no  question  that  it  is  a 
very  great  sacrifice,  from  their  own  point  of  view, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  colony  are  called  upon  to  make  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  of  New  Zealand,  and  we 
should  be  veiy  chary  of  giving  more  cause  thra 
cannot  be  avoided  of  offence  to,  or  any  feeling  of 
injustice  among,  people  who  have  been  deimved, 
at  all  events  in  their  own  opinion,  of  so  much. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  B£LL.~I  do  no4 
propose  to  criticise  the  BiB  which  we  are  now 
considering,  because  the  honorable  and  gallant 
gentleman  says  it  is  intended  as  a  temporary 
experiment,  and,  in  fact,  only  the  precursor  of  a 
more  complete  settlement  of  the  land  question 
next  session.  I  shall  make  no  objection  to  the 
Bill  if  the  Gbvemment  presses  it :  at  the  same 
time,  I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  propoial 
was  an  alternative  to  the  Land  Bill  if  the  Iduid 
Bill  should  happen  not  to  pass :  and  it  appears 
to  me  it  would  be  far  wiser  for  us,  on  all  accounts, 
to  let  the  Land  Bill  remain  as  we  have  passed  it 
for  another  year,  so  as  to  let  (he  Government 
bring  down  a  oomplete  proposal  to  give  eAeet  to 
their  financial  policy  next  session.  Most  of  us 
believed  that  what  was  intended  to  be  done  by 
the  proposed  free  selection  was,  that  the  prindplb 
of  the  Canterbury  land  law  should  be  extended 
all  over  the  colony ;  but,  on  locddng  at  this  inter* 
pretation  of  free  selection,  my  own  impression  is 
that  it  will  have  no  appreciable  effect  either  in 
increasing  the  amount  of  the  revenue  theOovem- 
ment  wiU  receive,  or  in  altering  the  relations  of 
the  various  provinces  to  each  other  in  the  course 
of  the  succeeding  twelve  months.  If  we  consider 
the  state  of  the  surveys  and  the  conditions  cyf 
the  land  law  in  Otago,  we  sliall  find  that  there 
is  no  large  quantity  of  land  to  be  dealt  irkh 
during  the  next  sax  months,  and  it  would  be 
physically  impossible,  according  to  section  8,  to 
bring  any  considerable  quantity  of  land  into 
the  market  in  that  time.    Under  the  system  oi 
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deferred  pajments  it  mi^ht  be  attempted  to 
open  %  considerable  quantity  of  land  in  Otago ; 
but  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid, 
and  the  very  imall  quantity  of  good  land  avail- 
able, make  it  impossible  to  suppose  that  anj 
great  increase  will  take  place  in  the  amount 
of  revenue  to  be  received.  Supposing  the  Qo- 
Temment  presses  tliis  Bill,  I  hope  the  Council 
will  take  adrantage  of  the  opmion  expressed 
bj  tbe  honorable  and  eallant  gentleman  with 
regard  to  clause  10.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  pitj,  just  at  the  time  we  are  passing  a 
Laud  JBill  consoUdating  the  various  interests 
oottoarned,  suddenlj  to  open  the  door  to  a  sys- 
tem which,  bowerer  successful  it  may  be  in 
the  Province  of  Auckland,  would  be  eminently 
onsatisfactoiy  to  the  Middle  I«land,  and  would 
act  ix\juriously  not  only  upon  private  property, 
but  on  the  revenue.  If  it  should  be  now 
declared  that  first-class  lands  will  be  made 
aTailable  for  selection  without  payment,  it  will 
immediately  have  the  effect  of  stopping  the 
•ale  of  land.  I  belieTc  the  clause  would  be 
fatal  to  the  interests  of  the  deferred-payment 
^stem,  and  would  cause  Tery  great  and  serious 
disturbance.  If  the  GoTemment  had  proposed 
thif  as  a  part  of  their  policy,  it  would,  no  doubt, 
have  receiTcd  greater  consideration  ;  but  being 
introduced  at  the  kst  moment,  wiihout  any  one 
having  an  opportunity  of  weighing  its  effects,  I 
will  ask  the  Council  to  pause  before  they  give 
efiect  to  it.  I  repeat  that  the  Government  are 
unwise  in  interfering  with  the  prospect  of  their 
own  rcTenue.  The  difficulties  of  the  Ministry  are 
great,  and,  although  it  is  a  wise  and  enliglitened 
policy  to  induce  the  settlement  of  people  on  the 
land,  I  consider  that  during  the  next  year  we 
must  take  what  steps  we  can  to  insure  that  our 
estimates  of  land  revenue  are  realized,  otherwise 
we  shall  find  ourselves  in  a  position  of  the  most 
serious  financial  embarrassment.  If  we  declare 
that  we  are  going  to  open  first-class  lands  in  the 
Middle  Island  on  the  homestead  system  without 
payment,  a  large  class  of  purchasers  will  hold 
back,  and  there  will  be  a  very  appreciable  falling 
off  in  the  receipts  between  the  Ist  January  and 
the  30lh  June  next.  Holding  these  views,  I 
shall  be  disposed  to  yote  against  the  seoond  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  but,  at  any  rate,  I  shall  try  to 
excise  the  lOlh  clause. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB.— I  agree  Tei7 
much  with  what  has  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Sir 
Dillon  Bell.  I  shall  support  t^e  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  but  in  Committee  I  shall  endeaTOur  to 
■trike  out  the  10th  clause.  I  am  entirely  against 
the  system  proposed  in  it,  which  would  only  in- 
troduce a  class  of  paupers  into  the  country.  The 
deferred-payment  system  is  answering  remarkably 
well,  and  is  settling  the  whole  of  the  country  in 
Otsgo;  and  the  introduction  of  this  proposed  home- 
itead  principle  will  Tery  much  injure  tbe  deferred- 
payment  system.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  it 
it  not  intended  to  give  free  selection  under  the 
Homestead  system  all  over  Otago  and  Canterbury, 
but  that  it  is  to  be  confined  to  certain  districts. 
If  that  could  be  done,  and  if  it  could  be  confined 
in  Otago  to  our  enormous  forests,  it  might  answer 
Tery  well,  and  it  might  induce  people  to  settle 


there  who  would  not  do  so  unless  they  bought 
land  ;  but  for  agricultural  or  even  pastoral  land  I 
am  strongly  opposed  to  such  a  system.  In  Com* 
mittee  I  shall  assist  other  honorable  members  in 
throwing  out  the  10th  clause  as  &r  as  it  affects 
Canterbury  and  Otago. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BBETT.— I  hope  that  this 
Bill,  which  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Land 
Bill,  will  not  be  disposed  of  imtil  we  know 
whether  the  Land  Bill  has  passed  through  the 
other  House.  I  am  rery  much  opposed  to  this 
Bill  being  passed  now,  and  I  shall  more  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  to  the  evening  sitting.  I 
particularly  object  to  the  prorisions  of  the  10th 
clause.  Howerer,  as  the  feeling  of  the  Council 
seems  to  be  against  me,  I  shall  be  content  if  the 
second  reading  be  taken  now,  and  the  committal 
of  the  Bill  postponed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  think  the  Council 
should  pause  before  it  passes  this  BilL  I  quite 
agree  with  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  this  is  part 
and  parcel  of  the  financial  policy  of  the  GoTem- 
ment,  and  under  these  circumstances  I  think,  as 
a  mere  matter  of  order,  we  should  first  ascertain 
whether  we  consent  to  the  financial  proposals  of 
the  GoTcrnment,  and  afterwards  consider  the 
measures  which  are  to  give  effect  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— Before  the  Bill  is 
read  a  second  time,  I  wish  to  observe  that  there 
appears  to  be  an  indication  of  the  insertion  of  a 
new  element  in  our  land  laws  with  regard  to  de- 
ferred payments.  Heretofore  land  open  under 
the  deferred-payment  system  was  auT^ced  50 
per  cent,  over  the  ordinary  upset  price.  This 
land,  valued  at  £1  per  acre,  was  sold  at  ten  years' 
purchase  at  3s.  per  annum ;  but,  by  the  6th  clause 
of  this  Bill,  it  seems  that  £1  is  to  be  the  price. 
That  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  Bill  we  have 
already  passed.  It  seems  we  are  now  to  have  ten 
yearly  payments  at  2s.,  instead  of  ten  yearly  pay* 
ments  at  3s.  With  regard  to  clause  10,  it  is  in- 
tended that  land  shall  only  be  given  for  home- 
steads in  blocks  to  be  set  apart  by  the  Government. 
If  that  is  the  case,  the  best  lands  in  the  country 
are  not  likely  to  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of 
homesteads,  but  land  that  would  not  be  settled 
in  the  ordinary  way,  such  as  timber  country,  and 
land  in  such  places  as  Stewart  Island,  Catlin's 
Biver,  and  other  places  wliich  may  suggest  them- 
selves to  honorable  members.  I  look  upon  it 
that  we  have  before  us  simply  a  proposal  to  settle 
these  places  in  a  special  manner,  and  I  think, 
looking  at  it  from  that  point  of  view,  the  cLiuse 
should  be  retained,  because  it  will  not  interfere 
with  the  ordinary  good  lands  of  the  Crown,  but 
would  only  refer  to  those  portions  of  the  colony 
where  settlement  would  not  take  place  unless 
peculiar  adrantages  were  granted.  I  intend  to 
support  the  10th  clause. 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSON.— I  am  rather  at  a 
loss  to  find  out  what  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett's 
object  can  be  for  attempting  to  postpone  progress 
vrith  this  Bill 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  understand  that 
opposition  has  been  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— Not  quite  with- 
drawn. We  are  not  going  on  with  the  Bill  in  so 
straightforward  a  manner  as  woidd  be  agreeable 
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to  the  Colonial  Secretary.   So  far  aa  I  nndcntand 

it,  there  is  a  stipulation  that,  after  tlie  lecood 
reading  ij  taken,  there  »faa!l  be  no  further  pro- 
greM  mftde  with  the  Bill  until  rabseqoentlj 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— There  m  no  stipa- 
latioii.  Tiiere  maj  he  an  undentanding  among 
honorable  memben ;  bat  I  can  receire  no  ttipnla- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOBINSOX.— I  am  ^ad  tliat 
that  is  the  ease.  Sir.  I  can  onlr  aceoant  for  the 
bonorahie  gentleman's  action  br  suppoMng  a  eoro- 
plete  diange  in  his  opinions.  Onlr  rerj  reeentlj 
be  was  continually  oomplaioing  to  the  Council  oi 
the  want  of  ninitarj  arrangements  in  Wellington, 
and  expressed  a  desire  to  get  oat  of  the  ptece ; 
bat  now  it  seems  to  ma  he  has  taken  a  liking  to 
Wellington,  and  wishes  to  stop  here.  Jnst  when 
we  come  here  to  wind  up  bosineas,  he  objects  to 
business  going  on.  I  cannot  eonorire  wbst  this 
Bill  has  to  do  with  the  other  Bill,  althoagh  I  am 
faro  the  other  Bill  will  be  passed.  As  to  the  6ih 
elaa«e,  whieh  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  has  referred 
to,  that  will  require  a  little  consideration.  I 
understood,  and  all  honorable  members  under- 
stood, that  land  on  deferred  pajmenta  was  to  be 
sold  at  50  per  cent,  in  ad  ranee  of  the  cash  price 
— ^not  merely  50  per  cent,  hi^^her  Uian  the  cash 
price,  because,  as  I  said  on  a  former  occasion, 
•opposing  land  on  deferred  pajments  to  be  taken 
nominallj  at  50  per  cent,  higher,  it  is  onlj  realljr 
the  same  price  as  the  ca»h  price,  if  you.  take 
intercjtt  into  consideration.  The  adranoe  of  50 
per  cent.,  I  suppose,  is  simplj  put  on  to  make  up 
something  like  the  interest  wliich  the  colony  will 
lose.  I  shall  not  detain  the  Council  at  any  length 
on  the  lOih  clause,  but  I  intend  to  support  the 
excision  of  tlie  clause  in  Committee.  I  do  not 
think  it  was  ever  intended  to  apply  to  the  Middle 
Island  a  syiitem  of  which  I  doubt  the  success  so 
far  as  the  North  Island  is  concerned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— I  do  not  see  that 
we  can  pass  this  Bill  entirely  at  the  present  time 
under  the  circumstances,  because  it  distinctly 
refers  to  the  Land  Bill,  and  this  Bill  is  per- 
fect nonsense  supposing  the  other  Bill  does  not 
pass.  So  far  as  this  Bill  itself  is  concerned  it 
•earns  to  me  to  give  the  Qorernment  too  much 
power.  It  gives  them  power  to  work  the  lands  of 
the  colony  up  and  down  as  they  please.  Why, 
the  whole  of  the  level  country  in  Canterbury, 
for  example,  may  be  put  up  to  auction,  and  then 
withdrawn  and  opened  for  free  selection. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBfi.— I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  last  addressed  the 
Council  did  so  under  a  misapprehension,  as  it 
is  not  possible  that  the  lands  of  Canterbury 
should  be  treated  in  that  way.  It  wuuld  not 
be  possible  for  the  Governor  to  order  the  hill 
lands  of  Cnnterbury  to  be  put  up  at  an  upset 
price:  that  is  forbidden.  The  Bill  says,  ''All 
waste  lands  shall  be  sold  in  accordance  with 
the  law  in  force  in  the  land  district  where  such 
lands  are  situated."  All  the  Bill  proposes  is  to 
preserve  the  existing  system  in  each  of  the  pro- 
Tinoes,  and  to  raise  the  minimum  in  provinces 
where  the  land  has  been  sold  at  too  low  a  price. 
There  are  only  four  parta  of  the  colonyfwhere 
the  fr«»^election  system  prevails— namely,  South- 
Hon,  Mr,  Bohinton 


land,  Oanterbory,  part  of  this  ptorinee,  aad 
Hawke*s  Bay.  There  is  no  great  qoantitj  of 
land  whieh  can  be  sold  by  free  aeleetion  except 
in  the  Province  of  Canterbury  and  the  DiiAnct 
of  Soothland.  The  general  tone  of  the  vemarks 
made  on  the  Bill  \b  not  of  a  hostile  dvraelaf; 
nor  are  they  at  all  unfair  to  the  OoscnuaanL 
The  homestead  dause,  as  I  said  before^  the 
Council  can  deal  with  as  it  ebooaca;  aod»  with 
regard  to  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  B^'a 
tliat  thia  Bill  wdl  not  very  much  aid  the  i 
'  I  may  aay  it  is  not  brought  down  aa  a  reveooe 
Bill,  though  it  is  part  of  the  general  policy  of 
the  Qovemoient,  and  in  the  direction  of  » i^ 
measure  to  be  ia^oduoed  next  year.  If 
were  no  considerations  but  those  in  eonn 
with  revenue,  I  would  not  ask  the  Coonefl  to 
paas  this  BilL|  (But  there  are  reasons,  apart  fras 
that,  of  a  political  character.  We  have  already 
given  a  pledge  to  certain  provincea  that  we  shall 
require  a  price  elsewhere  for  land  whieh  wiU  be 
satisfactory  to  them.  There  ia  nothing  in  this 
Bill  whidi  really  eonflicta  with  the  working  of 
the  other  Bill.  All  that  it  doea  ia  to  cftfrn^ 
some  few  proririons  relating  to  price.  I  agree 
wiih  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  Hud 
that  tlie  fioaneial  positaoo  of  the  colony  requires 
us  to  be  very  cautious  how  we  interfere  with  tha 
land  revenue.  For  some  vears  to  coma  thm 
amount  of  land  revenue  will  be  a  yerj  material 
consideration  to  the  Treasurer  of  thia  colmiyi 
whoerer  he  may  be. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in  Cobi* 
mittee. 

IK  comciTTBX. 

Clause  10. — Application  of  homeatoad  syiteB 
to  the  whole  of  tlie  colony. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  Dttt 
the  clause  be  struek  out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  propoaed  to  bt 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  Bill ; "  upon  whioh  a 
division  was  called  for,  witli  the  fbllowinj^  resnlt  :— 

Ayes         6 

Noes         17 


Majority  against... 

Atb8. 


11 


Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 


I  Mr.  Mantell, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 
I  Mr.  Williamson. 

N0I8. 

Mr.  0.  R.  JohnaoB, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Robinson, 
Mr.  BuBsell, 
Mr.  Wij 
Mr.  Wil 


Mr.  Aoland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  BeU, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberiin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Cnptain  Eraser, 
Dr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hart, 

The  clause  was  consequently  struck  out. 

Bill  reported  to  the  Councif,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

FINANCIAL  ABBANQEMENTS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.—Sir,  tlus 
Bill  is  the  keystone  of  the  new  finaneial  ^d&a^  oi 
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the  Gbremment.  This  \b  the  propoial  upon  which 
we  ask  the  country  to  support  our  general  polioj 
•ad  our  scheme  of  finance.     A  reir  few  jears 
ago  this  measure  would  have  been  looked  upon 
ae,  ia  fact,  it  is  now  sometimes  stjled,  a  Bill  of  a 
moat  rerolutioiiarT  character.    So  firmly  are  first 
impressions  rooted  in  people's  minds  tbat  a  large 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  colony  look  upon 
the  Land  Fund  as  the  inheritance  of  the  pro- 
-vinoea,  which  nothing  but  injustice  could  depriye 
them  of.    It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  any  argu- 
mecit  as  to  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
that  Tiew.    For  some  years  past  it  bas  not  been 
contended  that  that  riew  is  correct,  or,  if  it 
has  been  the  contention,  the  endowment  has  not 
existed  since  the  introduction  of  the  local-go- 
Temment  policy  of  the  late  Ministry.    The  state- 
ments of  Tarious  Treasurers  from  time  to  time 
hare  practically  been  based  upon  the  assumption 
that  it  was  necessary  to  eke  out  the  colonial  re- 
Tenue  by  having  an  undefined  recourse  to  the 
Land  Fund.    That  was  a  very  inconrenient  and 
imsatisfactory  system,  and   it  obtained  in  the 
ooantry  in  consequenoe  only  a  half-recognition  of 
this  right.    Year  after  year  we  were  beginning  to 
pot  larger  and  larger  burdens  upon  the  Land 
S^nd,  which,  bemgan  uncertain  property  in  itself, 
was  a  dangerous  fund  to  put  absolute  reliance 
upon  when  the  public  creditor  was  concerned ; 
and  it  was  especuilly  incouTenient  and  unsatis- 
factory in  this  regard :  that,  while  it  practically 
took  away  the  bulk  of  the  funds  from  the  richest 
prorinces,  it  maintained  the  appearance  of  giving 
oyer  to  them  the  whole.    The  consequence  of  this 
has  been  unsatisfactory,  and  a  great  deal  of  heart- 
bunting  in  many  parts  of  the  colony.    The  diffi- 
culty which  attended  any  mode  of  supplementing 
the  revenue  by  casting  burdens  on  the   Land 
Fund  was  that,  accordm^  to  the  theory  of  the 
ProTincialist  party,  the  insufficiency  of  the  en- 
dowments of  certain  provinces  to  bear  the  bur- 
den caused  continual  deficits,  and  it  became  im- 
possible to  convince  persons  who  came  from  the 
more  largely  endowed  provinces  that  it  was  fair 
to  cast  burdens  upon  them  without  at  the  same 
time  casting  burdens  on  others  which,  at  present, 
have  really  nothing  to  pay  such  burdens  with. 
Last  year  an  attempt,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  most 
unfair  attempt,  was  made  to  equalize  the  endow- 
ments of  the  various  provinces  to  the  extent  of 
the  burdens  cast  upon  them  by  law  by  the  issue 
of  Treasury  bills.    That  attempt  was  made,  and 
the  result  was  that  every  province  in  the  colony 
except  one  was  brought  in  m  debt.    This  state  of 
things  was  unsatisfactoiy  enoueli,  but  it  became 
more  unsatisfactory  still  when  it  was  found  that 
further  de6ciencies  stated  to  exist  by  the  last 
Colonial  Treasurer  were  about  to  be  placed  on 
the  Land  Fund  of  the  richer  provinces.    This  was 
particularly  \msatis(actory  to  honorable  gentle- 
men in  another  place.    These  charges  were  to  be 
made  on  the  Land  Fund,  not  on  the  principle 
whrah  up  to  that  time  had  obtained,  but  upon 
the  principle  that  wherever  money  was  in  hand 
ready  for  distribution  it  should  be  taken  and 
emptied  into  the  public  exchequer.    I  have  not 
the  least  hesitation  in  saying  that  that  is  no 
poUoy  at  alL    That  is  a  principle  whiohi  once 


admitted,  destroyed  all  confidence  in  the  policy 
of  the  Q-ovemment  and  in  the  permanence  of 
their  financial  arrangements.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion in  which  we  found  the  Land  Fund  when 
we  came  into  officci  and  it  was  with  that  difficulty 
we  had  to  contend.  We  found  that  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  already  appropriated  62^ 
per  cent,  of  the  estimated  Land  Fund  to  be 
worked  upon,  while  in  the  estimated  revenue  of 
each  of  the  various  provinces — those  which  are 
called  "  defaulting  "  provinces — there  would  have 
been  a  very  considerable  deficit.  We  found 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  admitted  a  deficit  of 
£167,000,  which  he  intended  to  oast  upon  the 
Land  Fund.  It  is  true  lie  did  not  expect  to  get 
it  all  in  cash.  As  soon  as  all  this  addition  liad 
been  made  the  proportion  this  year  would  have 
amounted  to  upwards  of  90  per  cent,  upon  the 
land  revenue.  Then  there  was  the  certainty  that 
a  large  deficit  in  the  accounts  of  the  provincial 
districts  would  appear.  Now,  Sir,  these  deficits 
of  accounts  are  the  most  irritating  and  galling 
things  that  localities  can  have.  They  are  things 
that  they  cannot  evade,  and  they  do  a  great  deid 
towards  alienating  the  rest  of  the  country  from 
them.  We  have  determined  to  put  an  end  to 
this  system  entirely,  and  to  make  the  Land  Fund 
colonial  property.  Starting  from  that  point,  we 
also  decide  to  return  a  considerable  portion  to  the 
districts,  to  enable  them  the  better  to  cany  out 
the  necessary  local  public  works.  We  have  de- 
cided to  make  that  proportion  20  per  cent.  It 
is  hoped  that  we  shall  t>e  able  to  maintain  thai 
proportion,  but  I  will  point  out  that  it  does  not 
follow  that,  because  the  present  proposals  may 
not  in  themselves  produce  20  per  cent,  in  future 
years,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  give  the  amount 
named,  because  included  in  this  proposal  b  a  pro-* 
vision  tbat  they  shall  receive  £2  for  every  pound 
they  collect  as  rates.  An  honorable  gentleman 
says  *'  No."  Take  the  case  of  a  county  in  which 
there  are  no  Boad  Boards,  and  there  you  will 
find  that  the  Government  is  to  give  £2  for 
every  pound  collected.  Therefore  I  am  correct  in 
what  I  say.  Before  we  reduce  that  20  per  cent* 
we  would  of  course  make  a  deduction  from 
the  subsidies  to  enable  us  to  maintain  them. 
Having  mentioned  the  amount  of  20  per  cent.,  we 
have  been  met  by  great  generosity  and  self-sacri- 
fice on  the  part  of  many  of  those  who  for  the 
better  part  of  their  colonial  life  have  been  identi- 
fied with  the  policy  of  absolute  localisation  of  the 
Land  Fund,  and  we  think  it  is  due  to  them  that 
the  rest  of  the  colony,  which  gains  so  much  ad- 
vantage, should  make 'a  struggle  to  mnintain  a 
proportion  which  would  be  a  material  advantage 
to  them,  and  which  is  not  more  than  they  have  a 
right  to  expect  after  making  so  great  a  sacrifice. 
But  it  is  only  the  wealthy  provinces  which  have 
given  up  anything  under  these  proposals.  The 
poor  provinces,  which  are  sometimes  called  the 
defaulting  provinces,  gain  a  great  deal.  Under 
this  proposal  the  Province  of  Auckland — which 
up  to  last  year  only  produced  £8,000  of  land  re- 
venue, and  was  brought  in  an  enormous  sum  in 
debt,  and  of  course  got  nothing— would  get  the 
trifling  sum  of  £600.  But  it  is  surely  better  to 
get  £600  than  to  be  brought  in  in  debt  and  be 
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reproached  with  impeouniosity.  Another  greafc 
advantage  gained  by  the  present  proposal  will 
be,  that  it  will  do  away  with  one-third  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Treasury,  for  the  wrangling  that  goes 
on  between  the  Treasarj  officers  and  the  locali- 
ties on  the  point  of  their  several  indebtedness 
is  becoming  so  Urge  a  portion  of  our  Treasury 
correspondence  and  the  business  of  the  depart- 
ment as  to  render  it  a  real  gain  to  the  country 
if  we  can  sweep  it  away.  It  follows,  of  course, 
that  under  these  prop(»als  there  are  no  longer 
any  landmarks  of  the  old  provincial  liabilities. 
We  adopt  and  accept  these  as  liabilities  of 
the  colony.  It  also  follows  that  the  2  per 
cent,  charged  to  the  railways  throughout  the 
colony  likewise  becomes  a  recosnized  colonial 
charge;  and,  in  relation  to  that,  I  con  only  say 
that  there  must  be  some  finality  somewhere  in 
our  borrowing  of  money  for  public  works.  We 
already  stand  upon  the  brink  of  being  compelled 
to  resort  to  an  almost  unbearable  measure  of 
taxation.  If  we  carry  on  the  same  system  of 
lavish  expenditure  upon  railways  which  cannot 
be  expected  for  some  years  to  pav  that  has  dis- 
tinguished the  policy  of  the  past  few  years— I  do 
not,  of  course,  mean  to  say  that  all  railways  have 
not  paid — we  shall  find  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  borrow  at  anythinff  like  reasonable  rat^,  and 
we  shall  find  that  the  taxation  of  this  colony 
will  become  the  heaviest  upon  earth.  Therefore 
we  must  be  cautious  only  to  make  such  railways 
M  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  rendering 
lemunerative,  and  we  must  not  expect  to  have 
a  complete  railway  system  in  much  less  time  than 
older  colonies  could  venture  to  expect  to  have  it. 
By  the  present  proposal  to  return  20  per  cent., 
and  to  take  80  per  cent.  fi*om  the  Land  Fund,  I 
hope  and  think  that,  for  as  many  years  as  it  will 
be  necessary  to  render  the  railways  materially 
remunerative,  we  shall  be  able  to  tide  over  the 
difficulty.  But  that  will  involve  a  little  self-reli- 
ance. People  throughout  the  country  must  give 
up  supposing  that  it  is  the  natural  duty  of  their 
elected  representative  to  go  back  to  them  with 
a  bridge  worth  £10,000  in  his  pocket.  And  it 
must  also  be  remembered  that,  when  so  much 
endowment  is  given  to  local  bodies,  the  duty  of 
making  local  improvements  ought  to  fall  upon 
those  bodies.  I  will  explain  as  well  as  I  can  the 
various  clauses  of  the  Bill.  I  have  an  idea  that 
there  will  be  some  objection  to  clause  4 ;  but  if 
honorable  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  clause  they 
will  find  that  there  is  no  particular  groundwork 
for  that  objection.  It  is  under  this  clause  that 
the  unfortunate  Taranaki  25  per  cent,  is  pro- 
tected. I  will  say  nothing  more  about  that ;  we 
have  had  enough  of  that  question.  If  it  is  raised 
I  shall  be  ready  to  answer ;  but  I  only  put  it 
to  honorable  gentleman  whether,  after  giving  a 
certain  endowment  to  Taranaki  years  ago,  there 
oueht  xiot  to  be  some  finality  to  the  reproaches 
ana  ineers  which  wo  pass  on  that  unfortunate 

Etrt  of  the  country  for  having  been  so  endowed, 
o  not  let  us  begrudge  what  we  have  given  and 
reindorsed  sevei-af  times.  But,  to  show  that  this 
is  not  devised  entirely  and  solely,  as  some  honor- 
able gentlemen  inform  me  that  they  believe  it  is, 
for  the  protection  of  Tacauaki,  I  may  mention 
MoH  Colonel  Whitmor^ 


that  the  North  Otago  Loan  Act,  the  Westland 
Loans  Act,  together  with  several  minor  Aets^ 
will  all  come  under  the  provisiona  of  this 
Bill  and  be  protected  by  it.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived that  exactly  the  same  subsidies  axe  pro- 
posed to  be  given  this  year  as  were  given  laafc 
vear,  only  that  there  is  not  tlie  drcumlo^moa 
m  the  expression  of  the  matter  that  there  vaa  ia 
the  Financial  Arrangements  Act  of  1876,  which, 
although  not  very  obscure  after  a  little  pat^nes 
had  l^en  devoted  to  the  reading  of  it,  atiU, 
at  the  first  glance,  had  a  very  confusing  ap- 
pearance. All  that  circumlocution  about  the 
division  of  lOs.  and  10s.,  and  the  burden  upon  one 
fund  and  upon  another,  is  done  away  with,  and 
each  local  body  will  receive  pound  for  pooad 
in  every  case,  except  where  one  local  body  does 
not  exist,  when  £2  for  £1  are  to  be  given  to 
the  existing  local  body.  There  are  proviaoas 
in  the  8th  dause  which  reserve  golil  mining 
revenue  to  the  counties,  under  the  provinoB 
of  section  60  of  the  Financial  Arrangement*  Act 
of  last  year,  and  which  preserved  the  Native 
claims,  because  some  of  the  cold  fields  have  Na^ 
tire  claims  upon  them,  wliich  nave  to  be  dedneied 
before  the  remainder  of  the  revenue  ia  paid  over 
to  the  counties.  Their  funds,  as  nouorabk 
gentlemen  are  aware,  are  obtained  from  minefs' 
righte,  business  licenses,  and  gold  mining  leases. 
The  9th  clause  gives  the  fines,  fees,  and  other 
payments  which  accrue  under  *'  The  Weight*  and 
Measures  Act,  1868,"  in  the  same  manner  Uat 
licenses  for  business  premises  and  puUicfaonae 
licenses  were  divided  under  the  propoeals  of  last 
year.  I  think  I  have  explained  the  variooa  pro- 
visions of  the  BiU,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  nad  a 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  object  to  tliis  Bill, 
because  it  constitutes  a  breach  of  the  compact 
solenanly  entered  into  between  one  portion  of  the 
colony  and  another  in  the  year  1856,  as  will  be 
remembered  by  the  Hon.  Idajor  Richmond,  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Kenny,  and  the  Hon.  Sir  DiOoo 
Bell,  who,  with  myself,  are  the  only  membera  now 
present  who  were  then  members  of  the  Assembly. 
That  was  the  first  year  when  Uie  AnaemUj  of 
New  Zealand  practically  obtained  the  full  control 
of  the  affuirs  of  the  colony,  and  when  its  attention 
was,  of  course,  directed  to  the  financial  position  of 
the  colony.  That  position  was  then  considered 
a  difficult  one,  although  the  difficulties  were  then 
very  small  compared  with  those  which  now  pi«* 
sent  themselves  to  us.  At  that  time  the  colony, 
entering  upon  the  full  working  of  the  Constitatioa 
Act  and  the  possession  of  its  estate,  found  that 
the  debt  incurred  by  the  New  Zealand  Company 
in  colonising  the  southern  portion  of  New  Zea- 
land was,  by  the  Constitution  Act,  charged  npoo 
the  whole  of  New  2Sealand;  and  therefore  tht 
settlers  in  Auckland,  who  at  that  time  constituftad 
a  lai^e  proportion  of  the  population,  bad  to 
contribute  towards  the  liquidation  of  tiiis  debt» 
which  had  not  only  not  been  incurred  in  aoj 
way  for  their  benefit,  but  the  expenditure  oif 
which  appeared  to  them  to  have  rather  inflicted 
injury  upon  them  than  otherwise.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  they  felt  very  atronglj.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  the  Land  Fiuid  of  all  parti  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Financial 


[COTTNCIL.]  Arrangement  BUI 


727 


the  colony,  including  the  South,  was  then  liahle 
to  contrihutions  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land 
all  over  the  colony,  but  practically  in  the  North 
Island  only.  That  was  a  grievance  to  the  routbem 
proTinces.  The  whole  question  was  fully  gone 
into.  A  solution  of  it  was  proposed  by  the  Gk>* 
vemment,  of  which  I  was  then  a  member.  That 
solution  'wn*  not  accepted  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
lentatiTes,  and,  upon  the  QoTemment  being  sue* 
ceded  by  one  of  which  my  honorable  friend  Sir 
Dillon  Bell  was  a  member,  a  different  solution  was 
proposed,  which  eventually  received  the  sanction 
of  the  House,  and  which  waa  embodied  in  what  are 
called  '*Tbe  Financial  Resolutions  of  1856."  Those 
resolutions  were  not  proposed  as  a  mere  tempo- 
rary  expedient,  but,  as  expressed  in  the  first  of 
the  resolutions,  they  were  adopted  with  the  view 
of  permanently  adjusting  the  public  burdens  of  the 
colony,  which  adjustment,  as  was  stated,  was  to 
embrace  a  settlement  of  the  New  Zealand  Com- 
pany's debt,  as  well  as  the  charge  upon  the  Land 
Fund  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land.  In  an- 
other part  the  resolution  stated  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  waste  lands  was  to  be  rested  in  the 
sevei-al  Provincial  Qovernments,  and  the  land 
revenue  to  become  provincial  revenue.  It  has 
been  stated  more  than  once  that  that  was  a  settle- 
ment rather  imposed  upon  the  nortliern  part  of 
the  colony,  and  especially  upon  the  Province  of 
Auckland,  against  its  will.  I  have  just  referred 
to  the  division  lists  on  that  occasion,  and  I  find 
that,  of  the  Auckland  members  who  voted  on  that 
occasion,  nine  were  in  favour  of  the  resolutions  and 
only  two  were  against  them.  Therefore  we  may 
fairly  assume  that  it  was  an  arrangement  whicn 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Province  of  Auckland 
as  represented  by  so  large  a  majority  of  her 
members.  That  has  been  considered,  for  many 
years,  a  binding  compact.  At  the  time  it  was 
made,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  it  did 
not  appear  likely  to  be  an  advantageous  compact 
for  the  southern  part  of  the  colony,  because  at 
that  time  the  land  revenue  was  comparatively 
larger  in  the  North  Island  than  in  the  South. 
Subsequently,  no  doubt,  a  great  change  in  that 
respect  took  place,  owing  in  a  great  measure,  as  I 
believe,  to  the  difference  in  the  system  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  Crown  lands  adopted  in  the  South  from 
that  followed  in  the  North  of  New  2Sealand.  The 
land  revenue  collected  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  country  has  been  very  much  larger  than  in 
the  North.  But  honorable  members  must  have 
noticed,  if  they  have  read  the  official  returns  laid 
on  the  table  of  this  Council,  that  it  is  not  because 
a  smaller  quantity  of  land  has  actually  been  dis- 
posed of  in  Auckland  than  in  Canterbury  and 
Otago  respectively,  although  it  is  no  doubt  the 
fact  that  a  much  smaller  amount  of  revenue  has 
been  derived  from  it.  The  returns  show  that  the 
amount  of  land  sold  in  the  Province  of  Auckland 
is  2,144,000  acres  ;  in  the  Prorince  of  Canterbury, 
2,881,000  acres;  and  in  Otago,  exclusive  of  South- 
land, 2,056,000  acres.  Hiere  is  a  singular  coin- 
cidence in  the  total  acreage  disposed  of  in  each 
of  those  three  provinces,  but  the  land  revenue 
received  from  it  differs  very  largely.  In  Auck- 
land it  haa  amounted  to  £274,000;  in  Otago, 
£1,807,000;  and  in  Canterbury, £8,671,000.    Iti. 


only  fair  that  it  should  be  considered,  when  the 
southern  provinces  are,  as  it  were,  reproached  with 
their  enormous  receipts  from  the  frale  of  Crown 
lands,  that  it  amounts  to  this :  that  for  a  given 
quantity  of  land  the  southern  settlers  have  paid 
much  larger  sums  of  money  than  the  northern 
settlers  have  done.  They  have  been  content  to 
pay  this  large  price  because  they  believed  this 
mode  of  disposing  of  the  waste  lands  was  best 
calculated  to  promote  its  beneficial  occupation* 
In  considering  what  system  is  best  calculated  to 
promote  this  beneficial  occupation,  we  may  even  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that,  if  land  were  likely  to  be 
beneficially  occupied  if  actually  given  away  rather 
than  sold,  it  would  be  better  to  give  it  away.  But 
if  we  did  so,  unless  we  had  extraneous  sources  of 
income,  we  should  have  no  means  of  providing 
labour  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land  so  disposed 
of,  nor  for  making  roads,  bridges,  and  other  means 
of  communication  necessary  to  make  the  land 
easily  accessible.  Therefore,  in  the  South,  to  a 
certain  extent  in  Otago,  and  in  Canterbury  to  a 
greater  extent,  it  has  been  accepted  as  a  guiding 
principle  in  this  matter  that  a  price  should  be 
charged  for  the  land  which  woula  be  sufikient  to 
provide  proper  means  of  communication,  and  also, 
down  to  1870,  carry  on  immigration.  That  is  one 
of  the  principal  reasons,  I  believe,  why  the  pro- 
gress of  settlement  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
colony  has  been  more  rapid  than  in  tlie  North. 
I  do  not  deny  that  the  North  has  suffered  from 
serious  drawbacks,  but  I  believe  that  if  the  two 
million  acres  sold  in  Auckland  had  been  dis- 
posed of  on  a  different  system,  although  the 
settlers  there  would  not  themselves  have  ob- 
tained such  large  acreages  for  so  small  an 
amount  of  money,  the  land  would  now  be 
more  beneficially  settled  than  it  actually  is. 
The  principle  to  which  I  have  referred  was  one  of 
the  reasons  which  induced  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  adopt  those  resolutions  of  1856. 
They  were  also  agreed  to,  it  is  true,  as  I  have 
already  said,  to  remedy  what  appeared  to  be 
grievances  in  both  portions  of  the  colony,  but  also 
because^-as  was  then  eloouently  ex^ined  by 
the  present  Judge  Richmond  in  introducing  them 
— if  you  wish  to  successfully  settle  any  particular 
tract  of  waste  land,  you  ought  to  return  to  it  in 
some  shape,  if  not  the  whole,  at  any  rate  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  what  you  take  from  it  in  the 
way  of  purchase- money.  That  is  the  principle 
at  the  root  of  the  most  successful  instances  of 
modem  colonization,  and  which  was  ably  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Edward  Gibbon  Wakefield.  That 
is  one  reason  why  on  the  present  occasion  I  wish 
to  enter  my  protest  against  a  Bill  which  not  only 
breaks  the  compact  of  1856,  but  also  violates 
what  I  believe  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
rules  we  can  follow  in  the  colonization  of  this 
country.  So  much  with  regard  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  now  before  us.  I  have  also  one  or 
two  objections  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill 
proposes  to  give  effect  to  the  new  policy.  It  pro- 
poses to  put  on  one  side  20  per  cent,  of  the  land 
revenue  raised  in  each  county,  to  be  paid  over 
to  the  County  Council.  If  that  is  a  proper  rule 
I  do  not  think  we  should  depart  from  it  and 
give  38  per  cent,  in  addition  to  those  portions  of 
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tlio  cDlonj  in  which  land  is  sold  upon  deferred 
pajrmenta.  When  thnt  prorision  was  originally 
introduced  into  the  Waste  Lands  Bill  the  present 
proposal  to  localize  20  per  cent,  of  the  land 
rcTcnue  had  not  been  made,  and  therefore  there 
was  a  ffood  deal  to  be  said  for  firing  the  one- 
third  ;  but,  when  it  was  once  decided  that  20  per 
cent,  of  the  land  revenue  should  be  giren  to  each 
count  J,  then  that  rule  should  be  applied  to  dis- 
tricts where  the  land  was  to  be  sold  on  deferred 
payments  as  well  as  to  all  others.  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  conceiTe  why  the  deferred- payment  selectors 
should  be  more  farouiably  treated  than  others 
in  this  respect,  and  why  they  should  be  allowed 
to  make  so  serious  an  additionsl  draft  upon  the 
colonial  rerenuc.  I  also  object  to  the  Bill  as 
framed  because,  at  any  rate  for  the  present 
year,  while  it  robs  the  South,  it  does  not  enrich 
the  Colonial  Treasury.  The  land  reyenue  for  the 
year  has  been  estimated  at  £1,000,000. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— £1,100,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  venture  to  doubt 
whether  it  will  reach  £1,100,000.  No  doubt  the 
land  sales  in  Canterbury  have  been  very  large,  but, 
independently  of  other  reasons  for  their  falline 
off,  I  believe  that,  when  the  purchasers  of  land 
know  that  in  future  a  great  part  of  the  purchase- 
money  is  not  to  be  returned  in  the  sliape  of  roads 
and  other  public  works,  it  will  lead  to  a  serious 
diminution  of  their  purchases.  I  had  almost 
omitted  to  refer  to  what  was  stated  by  the  present 
Prime  Minister  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
very  soon  .after  he  took  office,  and  I  may  be 
allowed  to  express  my  disappointment  that  an 
enunciation  of  policy  so  clear  and  so  sound  should 
have  been  so  very  soon  entirely  thrown  over- 
board. On  the  26th  October,  on  the  discussion  of 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  the  Premier  said, — 

''  I  should  have  shrunk  with  shame  from  some 
of  the  expedients  which  members  of  the  late 
Government  have  had  recourse  to  in  reference  to 
those  sums  which  they  proposed  to  take,  without 
the  authority  of  law,  from  the  Land  Funds  of 
Canterbury  and  Otago :  I  sliould  have  scorned  to 
have  been  a  parly  to  such  a  transaction.  I  should 
have  known  that  in  those  provinces  e\ery  indivi- 
dual who  bought  land,  and  paid  his  money  for 
that  land,  had  so  paid  his  money  under  the 
pledge  that  it  would  be  expended  upon  certain 
public  works,  which  would  give  value  to  the  pro- 
perty he  had  purchased  ;  and,  further,  that  the 
fulfilment  of  this  pledge  was  a  solemn  contract 
entered  into  with  him  by  the  Government  of  this 
country.  I  should  have  scorned  to  brcnk  a  con- 
tract of  that  kind.  People  who  would  do  that 
would  not  hesitate  afterwards  to  break  faith  with 
the  outer  creditor." 

Notwithstanding  that  declaration,  within  a  few 
weeks  of  the  time  it  was  made  the  Government 
of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  is  Premier 
comes  down  with  a  proposal  to  take  away  from 
portions  of  the  colony  80  per  cent,  of  the  land 
revenue,  which,  he  sajs  distinctly,  is  paid  under  a 
solemn  pledge  that  it  is  to  be  applied  to  public 
works  for  the  benefit  of  the  laud  from  which  it 
arises.  Wo  ore  told,  however,  that  this  proposal 
is  to  be  tt  wondciful  relief  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
sury. Of  course  any  statement  on  this  point 
MoH.  Mr,  Hall 


must  be  to  some  extent  a  matter  of  specuktioii, 
but,  looking  at  the  very  large  sale*  which  hare 
recently  been  efiected  in  Canterbury,  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  wUl  not  say  that  I  am  fsr 
out,  or  that  I  am  taking  too  favourable  an  esti- 
mate for  my  own  side  of  the  case,  when  I  assume 
that  the  land  revenue  of  the  colony,  from  the  1st 
July  last  up  to  the  end  of  December,  will  amoimt 
to  £700,000. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHIT  MORE.— £900,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  will  even  accept  ft  tt 
£900,000.  That  would  leave  £200,000  to  be  raised 
during  the  remainder  of  the  financial  yaar. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man cannot  cat  his  cake  and  have  it  too.  If 
be  is  only  to  get  £1,100,000  for  the  year,  and 
£900,000  is  received  up  to  the  end  of  December, 
he  can  only  get  £200,000  for  the  rest  of  the  year, 
l^eople  who  know  the  part  of  the  colony  wliert 
the  land  sales  are  chiefly  taking  place  wUl  agree 
thst,  if  the  Government  estimate  to  receive 
eren  £800,000  in  the  last  half  of  the  present 
financial  year,  that  is  quite  as  much  as  they  are 
likely  to  get.  That  wUl  be  considerably  in  exoeis 
for  the  vear  of  the  estimate  made  by  the  present 
Colonial  Treasurer.  According  to  tlie  financial 
system  which  the  proposals  of  the  present  Gk>vem- 
ment  are  to  supersede,  certain  local  charges  were 
made  upon  the  land  revenue  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  colony.  The  amount  of  those  charge* 
for  the  second  half  of  the  present  financial  year, 
which  would  have  been  paid  under  the  old  ^[stem 
out  of  land  revenue,  comes  to  £320,000.  Those 
charges  are  now  all  thrown  upon  the  consolidated 
revenue,  while  the  honorable  gentleman  only 
takes  into  the  consolidated  revenue  £300,000. 
Clearly,  if  these  figures  are  correct,  the  consolidated 
revenue  will  be  a  loser  by  the  transaction  to  the 
extent  of  £20,000,  and,  instead  of  the  Colonial 
Treasury  being  helped,  its  difficulties  will  be  in- 
creased. I  honestly  believe  that,  when  the  ac- 
counts for  the  year  are  laid  before  this  House 
next  session,  although  these  exact  figures  may 
not  be  realized,  yet  the  result  which  I  have  indi- 
cated will  nearly  be  brought  out.  The  amount 
may  be  a  little  more  or  a  little  less,  but  my  honor- 
able friend  will  find  himself  quite  disappointed 
in  the  belief  that  this  change  will  grc»tly  bene- 
fit the  Colonial  Treasury.  But  that  is  not  aU. 
What  does  the  present  Government  farther  pro- 
pose to  do  ?  It  proposes  to  give  20  per  cent,  of 
the  land  revenue  to  the  districts  whether  there  ii 
a  surplus  in  those  districts  after  deducting  present 
local  charges  or  whether  there  is  not. 

The  Hon.  B<£r.  ROBINSON.— That  was  always 
so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— No,  it  waa  not.  My 
honorable  friend  makes  a  great  mistake  if  he 
thinks  so.  We  have  hitherto  given  subsidies,  and 
these  are  sii!l  to  bo  continued;  but  this  20  per 
cent,  is  now  to  be  giren  in  addition,  and  alto- 
gether irrespective  of  whether  there  is  any  sur- 
plus revenue  or  not.  The  estimate  of  revenue  for 
the  second  half-year  is,  as  I  have  said,  £500,000^ 
so  that  the  counties  will  receire  at  least  £60,000 
more  from  the  Colonial  Treasury  than  thej  would 
have  got  had  the  proposals  of  the  present  Qovem- 
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ment  not  been  made.  These  are  the  reasons  why 
I  think  that  these  proposals  are  not  only  unjust 
to  some  parts  of  ttie  colony,  but  thnt  they  vrUl 
not  gire  that  assistance  to  the  Colonial  Treasury 
which  wo  hare  been  led  to  believe  they  will.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  time  may  not  hare 
arrired  when  some  modification  of  the  present 
system  mij;1)t  not  bo  expedient  and  necessary ; 
but  I  belioTe  that  a  modification  might  have  been 

f proposed  whicli,  while  it  would  give  greater  re- 
ief  to  the  consolidated  revenue,  would  be  less 
nnjnst  to  the  southern  provinces  than  the  scheme 
now  before  us.  One  of  the  most  objectionable 
features  of  this  scheme  is  not  only  the  taking  of 
the  land  revenue,  but  it  is  this :  that  those  pro- 
Tinoes  which  have  been  frugal  in  the  past,  and 
which  at  present  have  but  small,  if  any,  provin- 
cial debts,  are  reduced  to  precisely  the  same  foot- 
ing as  those  which  have  been  reckless  and  which 
are  burdened  with  debt  to  the  fullest  extent  they 
possibly  could  borrow.  All  are  placed  on  the 
same  level,  so  that  it  is  not  merely  the  seizure  of 
the  land  revenue  which  is  the  most  unjust  part 
of  the  Bill,  but  that  the  whole  of  the  provincial 
liabilities  are  to  be  equalized ;  those  provinces 
which  have  been  careful  in  their  finance,  and 
which  abstained  from  borrowing  large  sums  of 
money,  such  as  Nelson  and  Canterbury,  are  to  be 
punished  for  their  frugality  and  prudence.  There 
19  still  another  feature  in  the  proposals  of  the 
Qt>vemment  which  I  think  very  objectionable. 
They  have  not  ventured  to  reconsider  the  ques- 
tion of  the  subsidies  in  proportion  to  rates  which 
we  are  now  paying  to  various  local  bodies,  and 
which  cost  the  colony  something  like  £80,000  a 
j^ear.  I  do  not  at  all  object  to  a  share  of  the  land 
revenue  being  given  to  the  County  Councils  and 
Road  Boards  in  newly-settled  districts,  where 
roads  and  bridges  are  not  yet  constructed.  That 
ia  desirable ;  but  I  do  not  think  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  finances  of  the  colony,  we 
are  called  upon  to  subsidize  large  and  wenlthy 
municipalities  such  as  Dunedin,  Wellington,  and 
Auckland  ;  nor  do  I  think  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  pay  subsidies  to  those  old-settled  dis- 
tncts,  almost  equally  wealthy,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  our  larger  cities.  Thev  have  had  in  the 
past  considerable  sums  from  the  land  revenue. 
The  rateable  value  of  the  properly  in  them  is 
large,  and  the  amount  of  rales  wliich  they  can 
levy  is  therefore  very  considerable.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  sufficient  ground  for  the 
continuance  of  these  subsidies.  I  should  have 
been  glad  if  the  Qovcmment  had  been  bold 
enough  to  have  grappled  with  that  unsatisfactory 
feature  of  our  present  finance,  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  on  a  future  occasion  they  will  not  fail 
to  do  so.  I  desire,  before  sitting  down,  to  notice 
one  remark  which  fell  from  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  moving  this  Bill.  He  said,  "We 
must  now  give  up  the  idea  that  each  member  of 
the  Assembly  is  to  be  expected  to  get  for  bis  con- 
stituents this  bridge,  and  that  road,"  &c.  I  can- 
not see  that  that  is  at  all  likely  to  bo  the  result  of 
the  change  introduced  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment. I  think  that  the  result  will  be  exactly  the 
opposite.  So  long  m  the  land  revenue  was 
'locklited  we  •  could   fairly  say  to   the  varioia 
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localities  which  received  it  that  they  must  con* 
struct  their  own  local  public  works;  but,  when 
yoii  sweep  the  proceeds  of  land  sales  into  the 
colonial  chett,  then  out  of  what  funds  are  local 
works  to  be  providt»d  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  ratepayers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— You  may  fairly  tax 
the  ratepayers  to  maintain  or  even  improve  roads 
in  the  older-settled  districts;  but  in  new  districts, 
where  land  is  being  or  has  recently  been  sold, 
and  where  the  proct^eds  of  those  sales  are  going 
into  the  Colonial  Treasury,  you  have  no  right  to 
expect  the  ratepayers  to  put  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  again  to  construct  the  works  necessary  for 
opening  up  recent ly-purchased  land  and  making 
it  acce-^sible.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  be- 
lieves that  ratepayers  in  those  localities  will  do 
so,  he  will  be  disappointed.  He  must  know  that, 
in  some  shape  or  another,  a  large  share  of  the 
proceeds  of  land  sales  will  be  required  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  up  the  country  in  which  that 
land  is  sold  by  making  roads  and  other  public 
works,  and,  if  he  abmishes  the  system  under 
which  the  land  revenue  has  hitherto  been  so  ap- 
plied, the  funds  for  the  purpose  will  have  to  come 
out  of  the  consolidated  revenue.  To  my  mind 
the  one  gr«  at  danger  we  have  before  us  in  th© 
immediate  future  is,  that  there  will  be  constantly- 
increasing  demands  for  purposes  of  this  kind 
upon  the  Colonial  Parliament.  I  have  to  apolo* 
gize  for  troubling  the  Council  at  such  length  at 
this  lute  period  of  the  session.  If  my  vote  snould 
have  the  effV-ct  of  throwing  out  the  Bill  I  would 
give  it  in  that  direction  without  the  slightest 
hesitation,  because  it  is  a  breach  of  a  distinct 
compact  between  different  parts  of  the  colony,  it 
is  a  vi(»lation  of  important  principles  of  political 
economy,  and  it  will  inflict  injustice  upon  the  por- 
tion of  the  colony  with  which  I  am  connected, 
while  it  will  not  ultimately  benefit  the  Colonial 
Exchequer. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  shall  not  de- 
tain  the  Council  at  any  length  on  this  subject. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  has  gone  into  the  whole  of 
the  compact  of  185fi  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
I  do  not  wonder  at  all  that  he,  being  one  of  those 
who  made  the  compact,  should  have  a  great 
objection  to  this  Bill  passing,  because  his  labour 
will  be  all  done  away  with.  He  has  told  us  that 
this  compact  whic'i  was  entered  into  was  not 
altogether  favourable  to  Canterbury.  I  hap- 
pened to  be  in  Auckland  in  1856  when  this 
compact  was  made,  and  I  met  a  good  many 
gentlemen  there  who  knew  the  whole  history  oi 
the  thing.  I  had  then  begun  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  colony,  because  I  thought  it  was  verj 
likely  tliat  New  Zealand  would  become  my  home. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  told  the  Council 
that  nine  members  out  of  eleven  or  twelve  who 
represented  northern  constituencies  voted  for  the 
Bill  to  institute  this  compact,  and  that  he  con- 
sidered was  a  fiiir  representation  of  the  mind  of  th6 
North  Island  ;  but  I  know  that  on  that  occasion, 
whatever  he  may  say,  the  northern  people  Were  a 
long  way  from  being  satisfied  about  the  arrange- 
ment then  being  mmle.  Frequently  I  beard  the 
remark,  **You  may  think  we  have  got  a  little 
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adranlage,  but  we  bave  in  realitj  got  a  long  way 
tbe  worst  of  it."  And  such  has  turned  out  to  be 
the  case.  The  compact  was  entered  into  and 
religiouslj  adhered  to  until  a  Teiy  late  period, 
but  I  think  that  before  I  sit  down  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
justice  of  the  compact  originally,  there  are  now 
Terj  good  and  just  reasons  why  it  should  be 
put  an  end  to.  The  honorable  gentleman,  in 
tbe  course  of  his  speech,  Mud  that  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  could  not  expect  to  eat 
his  cake  and  have  it  too.  Now,  that  is  just  what 
I  think  the  southern  proTinces  want  to  do. 
They  hare  eaten  their  ca<e,  and  yet  they  want  it 
still.  There  is  a  great  diOeronce  between  the 
.  circumstances  of  to-day  and  the  circumstances  of 
some  years  past.  If  the  arrangement  of  1856  had 
been  carriea  out  in  its  integrity  up  to  the  present 
time  there  would  have  been  no  such  thine  as  the 
Public  Works  policy  in  this  country,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  Public  Works  policy  there  would 
have  abeolutely  been  no  Land  Fund  in  Canter- 
bury. Before  the  Public  Works  policy  was  in- 
itiated there  was  yerj  little  land  sold  in  Canter- 
bury. It  was  open  for  rade  certainly,  and  could 
not  be  purchased  under  £2  per  acre ;  but  if  it  had 
been  open  at  lOs.  per  acre  it  would  not  hare  been 
sold.  It  was  entirely  owing  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  money  of  the  colony  tlukt  Canterbury  secured 
a  Land  Fund ;  and  I  imagine,  and  I  think  most 
honorable  gentlemen  will  agree  with  me,  that 
when  the  money  was  borrowed  the  whole  of  the 
lands  of  the  colony,  from  the  North  Cape  to 
Foyeaux  Straita,  were  mortgaged  in  good  faith 
to  the  public  creditor.  This  money  was  spent  in 
public  works  and  immigration,  ond  tbe  greater 

rrt  of  it  was  spent  in  the  Middle  Island.  That, 
think,  my  honorable  friend  will  not  deny. 
Supposing  all  the  money  that  has  been  received 
from  the  Middle  Island  Land  Fund  had  been 
spent  there  in  public  works  it  would  not  have 
amounted  to  so  much  as  has  been  spent  there 
out  of  loan.  And  not  only  has  the  loan  money 
been  spent  there,  but,  independently  of  that,  they 
have  received  up  to  the  present  time  the  whole 
proceeds  of  the  Land  Fund — that  is,  excepting 
within  the  past  year  or  two.  The  whole  of  that 
money  has  been  spent  there.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall  has  quoted  some  remarks  which  were  made 
in  another  place  by  Sir  George  Q-rey,  who  charged 
the  late  Government  with  having  been  guilty  of 
dishonesty  in  having  appropriated  part  of  the 
Land  Fund  of  Canterbury  ;  and  then  the  honor- 
able gentleman  turned  round  and  said,  ''What 
can  you  think  of  a  Ministry  who  immediately 
bring  down  a  measure  which  allows  the  Govern- 
ment lawfully  to  consolidate  the  land  revenue  ?  " 
I  tliink  the  Government  were  quite  right  in  doing 
so.  It  is  true  that  the  people  who  originally 
bought  land  in  Canterbury  did  so  on  the  un- 
derstanding that  £2  per  acre  should  be  re- 
turned to  the  district  in  which  the  land  was 
situated,  for  the  purpose  of  making  road?,  &c, ; 
and  I  believe  that  up  to  the  present  time  that 
sum  has  been  returned  to  the  districts.  There- 
fore I  do  not  see  how  the  people  of  Canterbury 
can  charge  those  who  have  been  administering 
the  Land  Fund  with  dishonesty. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— I  have  not  charged 
anybody  with  dishonesty. 

The  Hon.  Ur.  ROBINSON.— The  bonorahle 
gentleman  was  quoting  the  words  of  Sir  GeoifS 
Grey,  and  I  did  not  say  that  he  himwlf  aceoied 
anybody  of  acting  dishonestly.  I  do  not  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  any  right  to  inter- 
rupt me  in  that  way,  and  I  am  euro  that,  if  I  had 
interrupted  him  one-fifteenth  of  the  number  of 
times  he  has  interrupted  me,  he  would  hav« 
complained  of  my  conduct ;  therefore  I  think  I 
have  a  right  to  complain  of  his  interruptaoBt. 
This  question  may  be  of  very  little  conaequenee 
to  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  it  is  of  very 
great  consequence  to  me,  and  I  think  he  mi^ht 
listen  to  what  I  have  to  say.  I  had  no  intentioa 
of  misrepresenting  the  honorable  gentleman.  I 
was  simply  alluding  to  the  quotation  that  he 
made  from  the  speech  of  a  member  of  tbe  other 
branch  of  the  legislature,  which  quotation  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  late  (Government  had  acted 
dishonestly  in  taking  the  Land  Fund.  I  was 
trying,  when  I  was  interrupted,  to  show  that  the 
policy  of  that  Government  was  a  right,  juat,  and 
honest  one.  I  was  showing  tliat  those  poople 
who  bought  land  in  the  Province  of  Canterbory 
on  the  imderstanding  that  £2  on  acre  should  be 
returned  to  them  had  received  that  money,  and 
that,  consequently,  they  had  no  rieht  to  complain. 
What  will  the  people  who  buy  land  in  Canter- 
bury in  the  future  have  to  complain  of  whea 
they  are  told  that  this  £2  per  acre,  which  has 
been  returned  to  the  districts,  is  t-o  become  con- 
solidated revenue?  My  honorable  friend  (Mr. 
Hall)  is  a  very  exceptional  instance  of  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  present  €K>vem- 
ment.  I  say  that,  if  a  poll  of  the  people  who  re- 
side in  the  very  district  he  comes  from  were  taken 
to-morrow,  90  per  cent,  of  them  vrould  be  in 
favour  of  the  consolidation  of  the  land  revenue. 
The  honorable  gentleman  told  my  honorable 
friend  opposite  (Colonel  Whitmore)  that  be  had 
no  right  to  expect  any  more  than  £300,000  from 
the  land  revenue  for  the  last  half  of  the  finandal 
year — that  is  to  say,  from  January  to  June.  I 
cannot  see  why  the  revenue  from  the  Jjand  Fund 
for  the  last  half  of  the  financial  year  should  not 
be  aa  great  as,  if  not  gf^Ater  than,  it  haa  bean 
for  the  first  half-year.  To  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, in  the  last  half  of  the  last  financial  year 
there  wore  as  many  transactions  in  land  as 
there  were  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  The 
honorable  gentleman  also  made  some  remarks 
with  respect  to  the  return  of  one-third  of  tbe 
money  paid  lor  land  purchased  on  deferred  pay- 
ment. He  complained,  I  think,  that  there  would 
be  an  undue  amount  of  money  returned  to  the 
land  in  those  districts  where  the  system  of  deferred 
payment  existed.  Well,  I  think  he  ia  tolerably 
correct  in  that.  It  is  not  necessary  for  roe  to 
detain  the  Council  any  longer.  I  think  I  have 
shown  that  the  Government  have  very  just  cause 
for  taking  the  land  revenue,  and  I  believe  that  the 
people  who  nmy  hereafter  settle  in  the  Province  of 
Canterbury  will  have  no  cause  for  complaint ;  and 
I  may  say  that  hereafter  there  will  not  be  the 
same  necessity  for  the  money  derived  from  the 
land  to  be  returned  to  the  country,  inasmuch  at 
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loftds  and  bridges  will  hwe  been  constructed  and 
other  improrements  will  hare  been  made,  and 
those  who  biiy  land  in  those  various  districts  will 
be  benefited  bj  those  improTcment?,  and  will  be 
Just  as  well  able  to  paj  the  taxes  and  keep  their 
roads  and  bridges  in  repair  as  the  rest  of  their 
fellow-colonists. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBA8ER.— I  do  not  admit 
that  we  hare  given  up  our  Land  Fund ;  I  say  we 
hare  merely  lent  it.  The  money  we  hare  ad- 
Tsnced  to  the  North  Island  in  the  past  has  not 
been  well  spenf,  and,  if  we  find  that  the  money 
we  are  about  to  advance  to  them  is  as  badly 
expended  as  it  has  been  heretofore,  we  can  turn 
our  backs  upon  them.  I  eay  we  are  working  in 
the  direction  of  Separation.  Honorable  mem- 
bers may  say  **  No,"  but  I  say  that  it  will  come 
to  that.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  has  shown  that 
the  Canterbury  people  hare  no  right  to  complain 
of  the  Land  Fund  being  taken  away,  because  up 
to  the  pre«ent  time  they  have  bad  it  returned  to 
them  in  public  works.  A  great  number  of  the 
large  landholders  in  Canterbury  have  had  their 
•stat-es  quadrupled  in  value  by  public  works,  and 
I  do  not  see  how  they  can  complain.  There  are, 
however,  some  parts  of  the  colony,  especially  some 
parts  of  Otago,  where  we  have  had  no  advantage 
whatever  from  public  works.  We  have  paid  £i 
an  acre  for  our  land,  and  yet  we  have  no  roads. 
We  hare  never  benefited  by  the  expenditure  on 
public  works.  There  is  one  property  of  86,000 
acres  in  my  district  which  received  2,800  acres 
for  roads.  I  hare  a  qunntity  of  land  in  the 
district,  but  I  have  receired  nothing,  and  the 
average  price  of  land  in  that  part  of  the  country 
was  7s.  7d.  per  acre.  The  •property  I  speak  of 
has  received  nearly  8,000  acres  for  making  roads, 
while  I  have  received  nothing  whatever.  I  con- 
sider that  this  is  only  a  tentative  measure ;  and, 
if  it  is  found  that  it  does  not  prove  as  successful 
as  is  expected,  we  shall  have  to  adopt  something 
else  in  its  place.     I  intend  to  support  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  do  not 
think  that  the  measure  now  before  the  Council 
ought  to  be  considered  as  having  any  reference  to 
the  compact  of  1856.  All  it  does  is  to  deal,  as  we 
DOW  must  deal,  with  the  finances  of  the  country.  I 
will  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  the  admi- 
ration I  entertain  for  the  courage  with  which  the 
Government  has  decided  at  last  to  put  the  fin- 
ances of  the  colony  on  a  firm  footing,  by  the  taking 
of  the  land  revenue  into  the  Convolidated  Fund. 
No  one  who  has  taken  any  interest  in  the  finances 
of  the  eountry  during  the  past  few  years  can  deny 
that  it  is  at  last  impofsible  for  any  Gk)vemment 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  colony  by  any 
other  means.  It  is  certain  that  the  time  had 
oome  when  the  blow  must  be  struck  in  that  di- 
rection, and,  as  I  have  said,  the  Government 
deserve  great  credit  for  having  struck  that  blow. 
Indeed,  if  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  and  his 
colleagues  had  had  the  courage  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  finance  in  the  same  straightforward 
iray,  they  would  have  been  in  office  now.  Those 
of  us  who  remember  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
1873  know  how  sudden  was  the  feeling  of  alarm 
at  the  rapidity  with  which  the  indebtedness  of 
the  colony  was  increasing.    But  just  at  that  time, 


following  upon  a  change  in  the  tariff*,  a  stroke  of 
good  fortune  happened  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  in  a 
sudden  increase  of  the  revenue  of  over  £800,000, 
which  made  people  suppose  that  the  Public 
Works  policy  was  going  to  be  an  inexhaui»tihle 
means  of  producing  money.  But  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  knew  a  great  deal  better.  Sir  Julius 
Yogel,  who  was  a  man  of  genius  and  creative 
power,  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  ground 
upon  which  he  was  then  beginning  to  tread 
was  slippery  and  dangerous,  and  at  that  time 
began  the  series  of  attempts  which  were  made, 
first  in  one  direction  and  then  in  another,  to 
coax  the  General  Assembly  into  the  belief  that 
wo  were  establishing  an  equilibrium  in  public 
finance,  and  getting  rid  of  the  dangers  which  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  himself  only  too  plainly  saw  ap- 
proaching. Just  at  the  time  I  am  speaking  of 
there  was  a  great  hoarding  erected  in  front  of 
some  new  buildings  that  were  going  up  in  this  city. 
On  that  hoarding  there  was  drawn  the  picturd 
of  an  acrobat  walking  gingerly  upon  the  tight* 
rope.  In  his  hand  he  held  the  usual  long  pold 
by  which  the  acrobat  is  accustomed  to  balance 
himself :  on  the  ball  at  one  end  of  the  pole  was 
written  "Colonial  Finance,"  and  on  the  other 
"  Provincial  Finance."  The  picture  of  the  acrobat 
was  the  picture  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  and  a  better 
picture  never  was  made  in  this  world.  It  so 
happened  that  very  soon  after  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
was  assuring  us  of  having  successfully  established 
an  equilibrium  in  the  public  finance.  But  that 
was  a  thing  which  even  he  could  not  do,  and 
which  the  recklessness  of  the  General  Assembly 
^wajs  prevented  any  Treasurer  from  doing ;  and 
our  reckless  ways  have  at  last  landed  us  in  a 
position  in  which  no  Gtovernment  can  possibly 
attempt  honestly  to  carry  on  the  services  of  the 
country,  to  complete  the  lines  of  railway,  and  to 
meet  our  engagements,  unless  this  step  of  taking 
the  Land  Fund  is  adopted.  We  have  got  to  look 
in  the  face  the  certainty  of  having  to  take  up 
in  cash,  within  the  next  two  or  three  years,  in 
order  to  pay  our  debts,  to  complete  our  lines,  and 
to  meet  our  engagements,  a  sum  certainly  not  lest 
than  five  millions  sterling:  and  this  will  bring 
up  the  indebtedness  of  this  country  to  so  gigantic 
an  amount,  that  it  will  require  the  most  careful 
study,  the  greatest  power  of  resistance  on  the 
part  of  the  Executire  Government,  and  the 
grreatest  patriotism  and  self -denial  on  the  part  of 
the  Assembly,  to  prevent  us  rushing  over  the 
brink,  on  the  other  side  of  which  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  colonial  bankruptcy.  The 
colony  has,  I  admit,  got  great  resources  in  itself, 
and  I  have  not  any  fear  of  our  not  being  ablt 
to  weather  the  storm  which  is  certainly  coming 
on.  But,  unless  we  are  now  preparea  for  the 
first  time  to  apply  the  whole  of  our  resources  to 
the  payment  of  our  liabilities,  we  shall  receive, 
one  of  these  days,  from  the  English  money-lender^ 
a  slap  in  the  lace  from  which  the  credit  of  this 
colony  will  hardly  recover.  In  the  present  con* 
dition  of  the  revenue  and  of  the  pubuo  indebted- 
ness, and  with  the  demands  upon  the  publio 
Treasury  before  them,  the  only  means  by  which 
this  or  any  other  Government  can  go  into  the 
English  money  market  to  ask  for  the  money  which 
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we  mutt  jet  have  is  bj  placing  themselTes  in  a 
position  to  offer  the  security  of  the  whole  of  the 
resources  of  the  colony ;  and  I  repeat,  that,  for 
this  step  which  has  been  now  taken  bj  the  pre- 
sent GoTeminent,  and  which  sweeps  a«ay  all  the 
devices,  all  the  wriguling,  all  the  shams  and 
deceits  of  the  Budgets  of  the  last  few  years,  this 
Government  will  one  of  these  days  receiye  the 
thanks  of  the  country.  I  should  have  much  pre- 
ferred that  they  had  carried  out  their  policy  to 
the  bitter  end,  and  been  bold  enough  to  have 
told  the  people  who  are  yet  depending  on  being 
fed  by  the  GoTemment  spoon,  that  the  time  had 
come  when  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  give  them 
ftny  more.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  »poke  of  the 
claim  which  all  had,  who  subscribed  to  the 
land  rcTcnue,  to  hare  a  portion  returned  in  aid 
of  public  works  in  their  respectiTO  districts  and 
in  the  settlement  of  the  country.  I  do  not  deny ' 
that  for  a  single  moment,  if  there  was  the  money ; 
but  I  am  convinced  the  GoTcmment  will  find  it 
utterly  impossible  to  pay  any  more  subsidies,  and 
that  within  another  year  they  will  be  obliged  to 
oome  down  with  another  Financial  Arrangements 
Bill  to  repeal  the  subsidies  which  we  are  now  pre- 
tending to  secure.  It  was  not  for  nothing  that  a 
■uggestion  was  made  in  tlie  other  House  of  Par^ 
liament  that  we  should  seek  the  assistance  of  an 
Imperial  Act  to  prevent  any  alteration  here- 
Ader  by  this  Parliament  in  the  allocation  of 
the  20  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund.  But  who- 
ever has  an  idea  that  there  exists  any  power 
upon  earth  by  which  money  is  to  be  put  into 
the  Treasury  for  these  subsidies  will  find  him- 
self bitterly  mistaken ;  and,  just  as  last  year  we 
deluded  ourselves,  not  for  the  first  time,  with  the 
idea  that  we  were  patting  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  would  secure,  for  a  period  of  time,  certain 
grants  out  of  the  Land  Fund  and  other  grants  out 
of  the  Contolidated  Fund,  so  in  the  same  way  we 
are  again  deluding  ourselves  now.  We  shall  not 
hare  the  money  to  pay  these  subsidies.  We  shall 
not  have  the  money  to  keep  the  form  of  county 
ffovernment  going  which  we  have  established. 
We  shsU  not  have  the  money  to  give  to  the  mu- 
nicipnhties.  And  the  sooner  these  bodies  make 
up  their  minds  to  what  will  certainly  happen, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  them.  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, in  answer  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  inteijected 
the  remark,  that  **  The  people  will  have  to  put 
their  hands  in  their  ^kets."  Of  course  they 
will  i  and,  bitterly  as  it  is  to  be  lamented  that, 
with  great  recklessnets  and  want  of  foresight,  we 
have  allowed  ourselves  so  rapidly  to  increase  the 
public  debt  that  we  are  agHin  obliged  to  go  into 
the  market  for  a  considerable  additional  English 
loan,  it  is  worre  that  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  the  slightest  diminution  in  the  number  or 
amount  of  the  claims  brought  forward  from  every 
district  by  cTerr  member  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentaiives,  unid  at  last  the  mere  sight  of  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  proves  the  sham  we 
are  deluding  our.*elves  with.  I  for  one  rejoice  to 
•ee  the  approach  of  the  end— to  know  at  length 
that  when  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  his  col- 
lea^es  meet  Parliament  next  year  they  wLU  be 
obliged  to  announce,  "  We  require  every  penny 
that  can  be  produced  iu  order  to  carry  on  the 
Son,  Sir  F,  DiUom  BM 


services  of  the  country ;  there  must  be  en  end 
to  this  demand  for  borrowing ;  there  must  be  an 
end  to  there  subsidies ;  there  must  be  an  end  to 
these  continual  demands  for  grants  out  of  the 
chest  of  money  which  is  not  there."  I  am  eertaia 
tli&t  one  of  these  days  every  member  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  will  agree  that  a  ateiB 
rejection  of  these  growing  demands  ie  the  only 
way  in  which  we  can  save  mu^vea  from  raio^ 
and  from  the  impontion  of  taxes  whidi  will 
make  this  country  a  hateful  country  ibr  people  to 
come  to  and  to  live  in.  I  know,  Sir,  that  it  is 
a  popular  doctrine  that  the  proper  panaees  ibr 
our  present  difficuUiea,  and  the  proper  means  by 
which  we  shall  restore  prosperitjr  to  the  countfj 
and  put  everything  rigtit,  is  by  impoidng  both  a 
property-tax  and  an  income-tax.  Long  ago,  I 
warned  the  constituency  which  I  r^reacnted  ia 
the  other  House  for  nearly  twenty  years,  that  the 
day  was  coming  when  there  would  hare  to  be 
placed  a  burden  on  property  to  help  the  re- 
sources of  the  State,  and  I  did  not  liesitate  to 
say  that  without  a  property-tax  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  make  both  ends  meet.  Bat  I  hope 
tlmt,  in  the  midst  of  the  troubles  which  the  Oo> 
vernment  have  before  them  in  the  recess,  they 
will  not  add  to  those  troubles  the  much  higher 
one  of  trying  to  establish  in  this  country  the  in- 
quisitorial, the  baneful,  the  hateful  madiineiy  cf 
an  income-tax.  Whatever  burden  real  property  is 
called  upon  to  bear  I  believe  it  will  cliaerfttlly 
submit  to;  but  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that 
on  the  day  when  New  Zealand  becomes  the  sta^ 
colony  in  Australasia  where  an  income-tax  is 
imposed,  and  where  every  man  who  comes  hen 
knows  that  he  wil\  have  bis  next-door  neighboor 
inquiring  into  the  sources  of  his  income  and  into 
Uie  means  he  possesses — on  that  day,  and  fpoB 
that  day  forward,  this  oountry  will  cease  to  be  a 
favourite  place  for  immigration  from  En^aod, 
and  will  become  instead  a  terror  to  intending 
immigrants,  besides  scaring  away  from  us  the 
employment  of  any  further  English  eapifaL  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  Ministers  will  take  this 
key-note  of  putting  the  whole  of  the  resources 
into  the  Consolidated  Fund  as  their  guide,  and, 
at  whatever  cost,  will  resist  to  the  utmost  ai^ 
attempt  on  the  part  of  th.eir  followers  in  Barlia- 
nicnt,  or  of  the  people  outside — who  do  not  re- 
flect on  the  effect  such  a  change  in  our  system 
would  have  upon  the  permanent  weUare  of  the 
country — to  impose  so  grievous  and  intolerable  a 
burden  as  an  income-tax  would  be.  As  regards 
the  smaller  point  which  the  Colonial  Secretary 
mentioned,  atx>ut  the  Taranaki  26  per  cent.,  I  do 
not  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  objecting  to 
it,  because  we  cannot  alter  the  proposal  wbk»  it 
pleases  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  send 
up  to  us.  But  I  enter  my  protest  as  a  public  mas 
against  this  indirect  form  of  doing  that  which,  I 
believe,  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  would 
cheerfully  agree  to  do  directly  if  their  consent 
were  ssked.  The  very  feeUng  which  induces  the 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  to  claim  froai 
this  Council  their  loyal  adherence  to  tho  permis- 
sion we  gave  the  people  of  Taranaki  for  the  con- 
struction of  their  harbour,  ought  ta  assure  bin 
that  if  a  proposal  were  sent  up  iiom  the  Htnae 
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«f  BepveaentatiTes  in  a  direct  form  to  do  the 
-work  the  Goancil  would  give  their  assent  to  it. 
But  I  think  it  is  an  unreasonable  course  in  the 
Houte  of  BepresentatiTcs,  when,  instead  of  asking 
our  assent  to  the  Taranaki  Harbour  in  a  direct 
ibrm,  thej  insert  a  clause  in  this  Bill  the  effect 
of  which  is  to  gi^e  to  ererj  district  of  the  colony 
Yielding  a  land  reyenue  onlj  20  per  cent.,  while 
It  secures  to  a  district  where  a  Land  Fund  hardlj 
exists  45  per  cent.  I  gladljr  support,  howcTcr,  the 
honorable  and  gallant  flentleman  in  the  general 
measure  of  taking  the  land  revenue ;  and  how- 
ever little  sympathy  there  may  be  between  the 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  and  myself  as 
public  men,  howerer  little  we  may  be  able  to 
agree  on  other  questions,  I  would  be  only  too  glad 
here,  or  in  any  other  place,  to  giro  him  most 
cordial  assistance  in  carrying  out  this  policy  to 
ita  legitimate  end. 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  have  always 
eonsidered  that  so  long  as  the  provinces  existed 
the  compact  of  1856  was  not  likely  to  be  dis- 
tarbed ;  but  the  moment  Abolition  took  place 
that  result  was  an  absolute  certainty.  I  am  sorry 
that  at  the  time  Abolition  took  place  the  Land 
Fund  was  not  made  general.  If  that  had  been 
done  I  believe  we  should  not  now  have  such  a 
large  sum  hanging  over  us  in  the  shape  of  Trea- 
■uiy  bills.  I  do  not  think  that  the  changes  in 
the  finances  of  the  colony  which  this  BiU  will 
bring  about  will  be  what  are  expected.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  have  the  effect  of  improving  the 
Ibmnces  very  much.  The  arranKement  for  the 
jMiyment  of  20  per  cent,  to  the  different  districts 
tn  which  the  Land  Fund  is  raised  is  very  satis- 
fsctory,  and  would  be  more  satisfactoir  if  we 
could  feel  certain  that  the  contributions  from  the 
Land  Fund  would  stop  there.  I  take  the  view 
expressed  by  other  honorable  members  that  when 
20  per  cent,  is  siven  to  the  different  districts  the 
aubaidies  should  be  no  longer  paid.  If  districts 
were  told  that  if  they  wanted  any  more  they 
would  have  to  tax  themselves,  they  might,  to  some 
extent,  assist  the  revenue. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  Land  Fund,  to  the  extent  of 
20  per  cent.,  will  continue  to  be  localized,  and, 
when  the  colony  realises  that  the  colonialization 
of  the  Land  Fund  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the 
revenue  expected  from  it,  the  general  craving  for 
expenditure  will  be  materially  diminished.  The 
different  districts  will  never  consent  to  provide 
loads,  bridges,  and  other  necetsajy  works  for 
themselves  as  long  as  there  is  anything  led  in 
the  public  purse  on  which  they  can  come  for  a 
grant  in  aid.  As  soon  as  they  realize  that  the 
p«iblic  purse  is  tried  to  the  utmost  they  will  be 
ready  to  make  sacrifices  to  maintain  local  works 
in  their  own  districts.  I  would  remind  honorable 
gentlemen  from  the  South  that  they  will,  for  those 
imrpoees,  be  placed  in  a  much  better  position 
than  people  in  the  North.  They  have  already 
got  extensive  roads  and  bridges,  and  works  of 
•very  kind,  whereas  in  a  large  portion  of  the 
Korth  Island  there  is  not  a  ^ngle  road  or  bridle- 
track.  The  fact  is,  the  colony  must  necessarily 
give  up  those  subsidies  to  munidpalitiea  and 
c<mnli«s,  becattse  it  oannot  afford  the  expendi- 


ture. As  soon  as  all  the  funds  of  the  colony 
are  administered  from  one  purse  it  will  be 
brought  home  to  the  colonists  that  they  must  do 
without  this  aid- from  the  colonial  revenue.  The 
people  then  will  be  prepared  to  make  tbe  neces< 
sary  sacrifices,  and  you  will  find  that  the  colony 
will  progress  satisfactorily.  J  do  not  think  it  would 
be  quite  right  to  allow  the  ^on.  Mr.  Hall  to  go 
away  with  tbe  idea  that  at  any  time  it  would 
have  been  pNOssible  in  Auckland  to  charge  £2  an 
acre  for  ordinary  Crown  land  with  the  intention 
of  giving  back  a  portion  of  the  price  for  public 
works.  The  difference  between  the  value  of  the 
land  in  Auckland  and  in  Christchurch  is  as  5s. 
to  40s.,  and  the  land  at  40s.  would  be  the 
better  bargain.  We  must  be  reasonable  with 
each  other,  and  consider  that  in  all  these  mat- 
ters the  practical  value  of  the  commodity  is 
that  for  which  it  sells.  The  whole  of  the  position 
of  the  colony  from  this  day  forth  simplifies  itself. 
We  shall  now  know  how  we  stand,  and  I  believe 
we  shall  have  the  common  sense  to  face  the  diffi- 
culty. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY.— I  need  hard<y 
point  out  that,  this  being  a  financial  measure,  we 
must  accept  it  as  a  whole.  I  shall  accept  it  aa 
a  whole.  At  a  time  like  this,  when  the  compact 
of  1856  is  being  referred  to,  I  think  it  is  desir- 
able that  I  should  place  before  the  Council  the 
action  taken  by  it  in  1856.  I  shall  read  the  reso- 
lution which  I  moved,  and  which  was  carried  in 
this  Council  in  that  year,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  are  now  going  in  the  same  direction.  The 
resolution  I  moved  was  thus  entered  in  the  Jour- 
nals:— 

"Miyor  Kenny  moved.  That,  in  reference  to 
the  res^utions  adopted  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  on  the  2nd  July,  1856,  and  transmitted 
to  the  Legislative  Council  with  Message  No.  10 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  it  is  the  desire 
of  this  Council  to  place  on  the  records  of  the 
Council  that  those  resolutions  have  been  regarded 
as  being  of  the  nature  of  a  'Supply  Bill,'  and 
that  tt^  Council  have  not  interfered  with  the 
details  accordingly.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion be  forward^  to  the  Governor  with  the  reso- 
lutions referred  to. — Question  put,  and  carried." 

I  think  that  is  sufficient  to  show  the  temper  of 
the  Council  in  regard  to  those  resolutions.  At 
any  rate,  it  shows  the  views  I  held,  and  therefore 
I  can  vote,  without  any  imputation  whatever,  for 
this  Bill  in  its  otitirety. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLI AMSON.  —  I  do  not 
wish  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  occasion.  I 
would  not  have  spoken  at  all  were  it  not  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  compact  of  1856  has  been 
urged  upon  us.  It  has  been  urged  upon  ns  as 
if  the  colony  made  a  compact  with  an  outside 
party,  and  that  party  came  with  the  bond  in  his 
hand  and  said,  "  Here  is  my  bond."  We  were 
not  in  a  position  to  make  a  compact  at  all.  We 
are  here  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  the  inter- 
est of  the  present  and  the  future  of  the  colony  ; 
and,  if  we  found  that  it  was  right  to  enter  into  the 
compact  at  that  time,  it  was  only  right  as  long  as 
it  continued  to  be  fair  and  just.  I  think  Uiat 
this  Bill  does  not  so  &r  enough.  The  funds  of 
the  oolpny  should  be  all  in  one  purse,  and  should 
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be  all  ooloniAlixed.  It  would  be  »  maeh  better 
Wftj  to  assist  the  settlers  of  this  oountrj  if  we 
allowed  them  to  rate  the  Crown  lands  in  the 
tame  way  as  their  own  lands,  and  told  them  that 
that  was  to  be  their  only  access  to  the  public 
pnrse.  If  sabsidiied  in  that  way  they  would 
look  maoh  better  after  the  eipenditure.  Another 
question  wait  dwelt  upon  by  honorable  gentlemen : 
that  is,  Why  should  land  on  deferred  payments 
contribute  more  than  other  land  P  The  simple 
reason  is,  that  you  put  people  on  land  that  they 
are  not  in  a  position  to  occupy,  and  to  contribute 
their  share  of  what  is  ^ing  on — ^you  put  people 
without  capital  ou  this  land  to  work  it ;  and, 
unless  there  is  something  granted  in  that  direc- 
tion, it  is  thrown  on  the  rest  of  the  country  to 
make  roads  for  them.  I  will  support  the  Bui  as 
it  is,  although  I  think  that  it  would  hare  been 
a  better  Bill  if  there  were  no  reserration  at  all 
for  districts. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BBBTT.—The  last  two  or 
three  speaken  are  like  the  oftpring  of  proflig^e 
parents — whose  parents  ruined  themselTes  and 
■old  their  property.  They  now  come  forward  for 
the  sympathy  and  commiseration  of  the  public. 
How  does  tlie  case  stand  now  P  We  are  all  aware 
that  Canterbury  was  a  parent  of  a  very  different 
diaracter  ftt>m  Otago  and  Auckland.  Canter- 
bury looked  after  its  property  and  guarded  it 
br  honorable  and  judicious  management  —  it 
did  not  spend  or  throw  away  its  birthright ; 
whereas  Otago  and  Auckland  went  through  their 
birthright,  and  sold  it  at  any  price,  reo)tless  of 
the  future.  Those  honorable  gentlemen  remind 
me  of  those  unfortunate  fiimilies  in  Ireland  who 
hare  spent  all  their  money  and  lire  beyond  their 
means.  They  now  come  to  the  wealthy  offspring 
of  carefnl  parents  with  the  hope  of  getting  as- 
•istance,  and  tiying  to  grasp  what  they  hare  no 
right  to.  That  is  the  case.  Sir.  They  want  what 
they  hare  no  right  to  and  what  they  hare  no  claim 
to.  What  Mr.  Hall  has  put  forward  is  a  clear, 
and  honest,  and  upright  yiew  of  the  case.  I  shall 
certainly  rote  against  the  Bill,  because  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  just  one.  The  whole  country  knows 
what  I  am  now  stating  is  the  case.  When  I 
iint  came  to  the  colony  twelre  years  ago  I  was 
told,  ''Oh,  go  to  Auckland.  You  will  get  any 
quantity  of  ground  there.  They  merely  want 
your  money.  They  will  sell  their  birthright  for 
anything.  They  will  sell  it  for  a  pot  of  porridge. 
In  Canterbury  you  cannot  get  anything  with- 
out paying  a  good  price."  That  was  the  state 
of  ankira  when  I  came  to  New  Zealand.  We 
haye  heard  it  said  that  the  colony  had  to  pay 
for  our  roads  in  Canterbury.  Sir,  I  say  we  haye 
paid  for  our  roads,  and  haye  paid  rates  to  main- 
tain them,  llierefore  that  argument  does  not 
hold  good.  I  was  yery  much  surprised,  when  a 
Bill  was  brought  in  yesterday  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall  for  making  further  railways,  to  bear  some 
one  say  that  there  were  no  roads  or  works  of  that 
kind  in  Canterbury.  There  are  splendid  roads 
in  eyery  district  in  Canterbury.  The  Malyem, 
Oxford,  and  other  roads  are  as  good  as,  if  not 
better  than,  any  roads  in  Wellington  City.  That 
is  what  we  have  done  in  Canterbury,  and  I  hope 
Oanterbury  members  will  not  allow  their  property 
ffom,  Mr.  WiUiamwn 


to  be  taken  from  them  in  this  unfair  aod  myus^ 
manner. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.  —  Tho  ra- 
oeption  this  Bill  has  met  with  at  the  haode  of 
the  Council  has  been  so  indulgent  that  I  do  not 
wish  to  enter  into  anything  of  an  argomentatiye 
diaracter,  or  to  dispute  conclusions  which  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Brett  and  othcra  haye  arriyed  at. 
I  wish,  howeyer,  to  say  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  HaB 
to  some  little  extent  misled  the  Council  and  mia- 
led  himself.  I  haye  gone  through  all  the  oaleola' 
tions  yery  painfully  and  with  the  best  meaaa  at 
my  disposal  to  obtain  accurate  results.  I  do  not 
know  if  it  is  worth  while  my  troubling  the  Cooo- 
cil  with  a  financial  speech,  but  I  shall  be  yery 
willing,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  wishes,  to 
show  him  and  place  at  his  disposal  the  figniea 
which  I  haye  worked  out.  I  haye  a  little  ooeu- 
ment  here  which  has  not  been  distributed,  and 
which  was  not  intended  for  publication.  It  ^ows 
the  basis  we  calculated  upon,  and  not  that  upon 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  calculated.  He 
calculated  the  revenue  from  land  at  £1,100,000. 
That  is  the  amount  we  take  credit  for.  He 
argued  that  as  for  the  whole  year  there  is  only  a 
surplus  for  each  of  the  wealthy  proyinces,  and 
there  is  a  deficit  on  the  defiaolting  proyincea, 
all  of  which  must  be  taken  away  from  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.— You  mean  the  20  pet 
cent. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— No.  Pars- 
ing here  for  a  moment,  I  will  allude  to  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  said  about  a  remark  made 
by  the  Premier  the  other  day.  I  need  not  read 
the  passage  again,  but  the  effect  of  it  was  that  tlie 
Premier  then  said  he  would  scorn  to  take  aw«y 
funds  which  had  been  paid  by  persons  under 
the  idea  that  the  Land  Fund  was  under  certain 
obligations  to  them.  Well,  Sir,  not  only  has  the 
Premier  acted  in  exact  consistency  with  the  spee^ 
he  then  made,  but  the  Goyemment  haye  gone 
further  than  that,  because  they  haye  not  made 
this  system  to  come  into  operation  until  the  let 
January  next.  So  there  will  be  a  greater  surplus 
to  go  to  Canterbury  than  if  we  h^l  brought  the 
Act  at  once  into  force.  We  haye  not  proposed 
to  take  £58,000  in  cash,  which  was  propoMd  to 
be  done  by  our  predecessora.  That  we  consider 
to  be  a  deliberata  proposal  to  take  away  money 
p»d  in  on  a  distinct  understanding,  which  eueh 
a  course  violated.  What  we  propose  to  do  is  to 
bring  into  operation  a  system  under  whidi  no 
man  will  buy  under  a  misapprehension.  Canter- 
bui7  will  get  an  enormous  sum  of  surplus  reyenue 
this  half-year.  Calculating  the  year  in  two 
halyes,  and  assuming  that  the  estimate  is  right 
for  each  half,  and  that  the  reyenue  is  constant 
throughout  the  whole  year,  an  enormous  surplus 
has  ac<Tued  upon  the  first  half-year.  Veiy  wdl ; 
CanterbuiT  gets  the  entire  advantage  of  tliat. 
There  will  b«  more  than  £700,000  returned  to 
the  proyinoe  as  between  the  1st  of  July  last  and 
the  1st  of  January  next.  I  admit  that  some  of 
that  was  due  before  the  SOth  of  June ;  but,  atiU, 
more  than  half  a  million  will  be  paid  to  that 
single  proyince.  The  profinoe  from  which  I 
oome  has  diacharged  its  liabilitiet  and  ahowa  a 
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small  surplus,  bat  there  is  no  other  province 
in  New  Zealand  which  can  say  the  same.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  it  is  practically  im- 
possible to  make  a  reliable  estimate  of  land  re- 
Tenue.  It  is  not  like  Customs  revenue,  which, 
we  know,  can  be  approximately  estimated.  There 
is  no  particular  reason  why  one  half  of  the 
year  should  yield  more  land  rerenue  than  the 
other  half,  or,  indeed,  that  any  estimate  should 
be  correct.  But  if  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
take  the  pains  to  eo  through  the  nistory  of  the 
Land  Fund  he  wul  find  that  there  is  no  pre- 
cedent for  supposing  that  the  last  half-year  of 
any  year  is  normally  worse  than  the  first  half- 
year  in  respect  to  the  Land  Fund  realized. 
Therefore  it  is  quite  fair  to  estimate  that  the 
half-year  coming  will  yield  as  much  reyenue 
aa  the  half-year  which  is  passed.  Ordinarily 
speaking,  therefore,  we  should  estimate  the  Land 
Fund  at  between  £1,600,000  and  £1,700,000  for 
the  whole  year,  but  we  estinuited  it  at  a  lower 
sum,  and  we  think  there  is  no  reason  to  belieye 
that  our  estimate  is  too  high.  We  consider 
iSl,1 00,000  to  be  a  fair- estimate,  and  we  shall 
Apportion  all  charges  exactly  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple throughout  the  year.  On  that  hypothesis, 
and  supposing  the  Supplementary  Public  Works 
Sstimates  taken  oyer  from  the  late  G-oyernment, 
which  I  understand  have  not  been  admitted  to 
be  correct,  and  adding  to  them  other  items  that 
must  come  in,  such  as  education — owing  to  the 
throwing  out  of  the  capitation  clauses  —  the 
Sartoris-Downe  claim,  the  Waka  Maoris  and 
an  excess  upon  the  Hospital  vole,  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  the  rejection  of  the  Charitable  Insti- 
tutions Bill,  and  because  last  year  the  vote 
was  exceeded  —  allowing  all  these,  and  taking 
into  consideration  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
of  the  last  Ooyemment,  and  supposing  that 
all  the  yotes  are  expended  and  tliat  we  keep 
up  our  present  expenditure  and  make  no  re- 
ductions, we  shall  come  out  in  this  position : 
We  shall  be  £129,000  short  on  the  Slst  of  July. 
However,  we  have  come  into  two  windfalls  which 
make  up  £90,000,  and  wo  have  made  reductions 
in  the  expenditure  wluch  more  than  recoup  the 
remaining  difference.  But,  even  if  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  are  passed  in  their  present 
form  by  Parliament,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  spend 
anything  like  those  amounts  between  now  and 
next  year.  The  Public  Works  Estimates  cannot 
be  spent  in  that  time — so  we  are  informed  by  our 
£ngineer-in*Chief .  Therefore  we  see  oiur  way  clear 
to  do  a  little  more  than  to  recoup  the  apparent 
deficiency  on  these  Estimates,  more  especially  if 
the  House  in  its  wisdom  passes  only  a  portion  of 
the  additional  Estimates  now  before  the  House. 
The  House  will  be  informed  by  the  Premier  of 
the  Q-ovemment  to  which  I  belong  that  to  pass 
them  or  not  is  in  it«  discretion.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that,  if  this  year  it  does  pass  them,  next 
year  the  House  will  agree  to  lay  aown  some  prin- 
ciple regarding  these  roads  and  bridges  and  the 
otner  excessive  demands  which  the  constituencies 
are  constantly  making  to  Parliament,  so  that  in 
the  future  we  may  be  able  to  place  Estimates  on 
the  table  which  we  can  with  confidence  recom- 
mend to  the  House  for  its  adoption.    We  hope 


to  haye  a  surplus  on  account  to  the  extent  of 
£50,000  or  £60,000.  Then  there  are  certain 
to  be  unexpended  balances  on  the  Public  Works 
Account.  It  is  not  professed  by  the  Ministry 
that  the  goyemment  of  this  colony  can  be  car- 
ried on  satisfactorily  if  this  system  of  crowding 
the  Supplementary  Estimates  with  charges  for 
public  works  is  to  be  pushed  to  the  extreme. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  seemed  to  object  to  any 
reference  to  putting  our  hands  in  our  pockets. 
1  undertake  to  say  that  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man looks  at  the  provincial  liabilities  he  will 
be  struck  by  the  fact  that,  while  other  parts 
of  the  colony  are  making  great  claims,  the  Pro- 
yince  of  Auckland  only  asks  for  a  very  small 
amount.  While  some  of  the  provinces  ask  for 
sums  of  oyer  £100,000,  the  great  Province  of 
Auckland  only  asks  for  £8,000.  Now,  it  is  true 
that  in  the  North  Island  there  are  many  roads 
that  are  wanted ;  but  I  can  say  that  in  the  in« 
habited  and  settled  portions  of  that  Island  the 
roads,  bridges,  and  other  public  works  are  of 
the  most  satisfactoiy  character.  There  is  no  part 
of  the  colony  in  which  the  people  are  called  upon 
to  pay  larger  rates  than  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land and  in  the  adjoining  Proyince  of  Hawke's 
Bay.  The  people  there  haye  put  their  hands  into 
their  pockets.  The  honorable  gentleman  should 
remember  that  his  district  is  getting  20  per  cent, 
of  a  large  land  reyenue,  and,  if  he  finds  that  more 
than  that  is  required  to  maintain  the  roads  and 
bridges,  the  people  should  be  easily  able  to  put 
their  hands  into  their  pockets.  He  will  find  that 
when  people  are  called  upon  to  put  their  hands 
into  their  pockets  it  is  not,  after  all,  such  a 
difiicult  thing  to  do.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Brett 
said  that  Auckland  and  the  other  provinces  which 
had  no  Land  Fund  were  the  children  of  profli- 
gate parents;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  they  are 
not  afraid  of  the  future  that  they  have  before 
them  J  they  are  not  profligate  children ;  they  are 
not  un weaned  children,  who  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  suckle  at  the  breasts  of  a  too  liberal 
mother,  like  the  people  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's proyince.  I  haye  great  hope  that  the 
finance  of  the  present  Government  will  work  out 
satisfactorily,  and  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  look 
upon  it  so  dolefully  as  Sir  Dillon  Bell  does.  I 
hope  this  settlement  of  20  per  cent,  will  be  a 
final  one.  I  must  say  that  I  differ  from  the 
opinion  expressed  that  the  50,000  settlers  could, 
by  the  compact  of  1856,  bind  the  New  Zealand 
of  the  future  by  any  little  hocus-pocus  arrange- 
ment. It  is  a  wonderful  thing  that  it  should 
have  existed  for  so  many  years.  It  appears  to 
me  to  show  how  desirous  the  English  people 
are  to  stick  to  their  contracts.  I  consider  the 
new  compact  as  one  that  necessity  required.  It 
suffices  to  enable  us  to  keep  faith  with  our  credi- 
tor, and  to  avoid  the  danger  of  becoming  bank- 
rupt ;  and  so  long  as  I  remain  in  pohtical  life  I 
shall  endeavour  to  adhere  to  the  localization  of 
20  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund,  as  proposed  by 
this  Bill,  unless  I  see  that  it  would  be  disastrous 
to  keep  it  up. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time ;  **  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 
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Ayes 
Noc« 

Majority  for 


22 
5 

17 


Ates. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Ohamberlio, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Dr.  Orace, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Qt,  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 


I  Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 
i  Mr.  Mantell, 
i  Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Fharazyn, 

Major  Bichinond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Russell, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Wilson. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Peter, 
Mr.  Wigley. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Hall, 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  read  a  third  time. 


COUNTIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  9atd  the  amendments 
it  proposed  were  to  remedy  technical  defects 
which  had  been  found  to  exist  in  the  working  of 
the  present  Act.  It  provided  for  a  danger  which 
had  been  found  to  occur  of  the  original  area  of  a 
riding  being  entirely  absorbed  by  municipalities. 
There  was  also  a  provision  for  the  regulation  of 
special  loans  and  OTcrdrafts  with  banks.  There 
was  one  proyision  which  honorable  gentlemen 
might  possibly  be  disposed  to  take  exception  to, 
which  declared  that  the  travelling  expenses  of 
Councillors  might  be  paid.  On  the  whole,  he 
thought  the  balance  of  argument  was  in  favour 
of  pnying,  at  all  events,  travelling  expenses.  If 
CounciUors  gare  their  time  to  the  performance  of 
these  public  duties  it  was  hardly  fair  that  they 
should  be  compelled  to  pay  their  actual  travel- 
ling expenses.  This  Bill  did  not  deal  as  widely 
as  tiie  Govern  ment  would  like  to  do  with  the 
county  system,  but  next  year  they  would  be  pre- 
pared with  a  more  complete  scheme.  The  short 
time  they  had  been  in  office  rendered  imneces- 
sary  any  apology  for  not  having  as  yet  been  able 
to  carry  out  all  their  wishes  in  respect  to  the  Coun- 
ties Act.  But  if  the  county  form  of  government 
was  to  continue,  as  the  country  seemed  deter- 
mined it  should,  it  was  desirable  tliat  the  sys- 
tem should  be  made  efllcient.  This  was  only  a 
temporary  measure  to  patch  up  diiOcidties  which 
had  appeared  upon  the  surface,  and  he  hoped 
honorable  gentlemen  would  not  find  any  difficulty 
in  accepting  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  read  a  third  time. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Premier  in  another  place  to  meet  an 
omission  in  the  Di^qualificatiou  Act  of  last  year, 
first  discovered,  or,  at  least,  pointed  out,  by  the 
Eon,  Colonel  WhUmore 


Hon.  Mr.  Robinson.  The  Act  as  introdoced  in 
another  place  contained  but  one  clause,  inserting 
in  the  Bill  the  two  words  which  had  been  left  onk 
But  for  some  rea«on,  which,  doubtless,  the  Counofl 
would  learn  directly  from  some  honorable  gentle- 
man who  thought  this  Bill  of  more  importance 
than  the  Bills  to  give  effect  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  there  were  other  clauses  introduced 
by  Mr.  McLean.  There  seemed  to  be  a  certain 
amount  of  personal  feeling  imported  into  the 
matter,  with  which  he  had  no  sympathj.  The 
object  of  clause  No.  4  seemed  to  oe  to  do  avay 
with  an  improvement  in  the  Disqualification  Act 
which  the  Council  put  in  last  year.  He  had 
moved  the  clause,  but,  owing  to  some  circtixii- 
stance  which  he  did  not  remember,  vot^  againil 
it  in  Committee,  not  npon  its  merits,  but  b^use 
he  was  obliged  to  do  so  owing  to  some  dde-issae 
raised.  However,  it  was  carried  by  a  lai^ 
majority.  The  clause  waa  intended  chiefly  to 
allow  an  opportunity  of  providing  for  the  late 
Superintendent  of  Canterbutr  (Mr.  Rolleston), 
the  late  Superintendent  of  Otago  (Mr.  Macaa- 
drew),  Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  Reader  Wood,  and  other 
honorable  gentlemen,  who  would  otherwise  baiB 
found  their  Parliamentary  career  cut  short  by 
assisting  the  Government  after  the  abolition  a 
the  provinces.  It  was  thought  only  fair  to  give 
those  honorable  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of 
being  employed  by  the  General  Government 
Since  that  time  the  country  had  been  nnder  con- 
siderable obligations  to  those  honorable  gentle- 
men, but  he  was  not  aware  whether,  in  the  mean- 
time, there  was  any  distinct  ofier  of  employment 
made  to  them.  Certainly  their  services  had  not 
been  made  use  of.  He  thought,  however,  that  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Rolleston  there  was  some  kind  of 
an  offer  made  of  employment  in  connection  with 
the  education  of  the  countir.  It  was  so  stated  in 
the  papers,  at  any  rate.  He  would  read  section 
4  of  the  Act  of  1876,  which  was  as  follows : — 

'*  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  extend  and 
apply  to  any  election  of  a  member  of  the  present 
House  of  Representative?,  and  to  any  person  ai 
in  this  Act  mentioned  who  may  have  been  elected  to 
bo  a  member  of  the  said  House  while  holding  any 
such  office,  commission,  or  employment  as  afore- 
said ;  but  this  provision  shall  only  be  operative  in 
ca«es  where  the  person  so  elected  sliall  have  re- 
signed such  office  and  ceased  to  be  engaged  in 
such  commission  or  employment  before  taking 
his  seat  as  such  member. 

He  confessed  that  at  the  time  he  roored  the 
clause  he  thought  it  was  only  a  proper  and 
graceful  thing  for  Parliament  to  do,  and  he  ad- 
hered to  that  opinion  still.  The  short  time  that 
had  elapsed  between  the  doing  away  with  the 
services  of  these  gentlemen  and  the  present  tinle 
had  practically  given  no  opportunity  of  doing 
anything  for  those  gentlemen,  or  givins  them  an 
option  as  to  the  capacity  in  which  they  could 
serve  the  country.  He  did  not  suppose  the 
Council,  when  it  legislated  on  this  subject,  in- 
tended merely  a  brtUnm  fulmen,  or  to  repeal 
next  session  what  had  been  parsed  in  the  pre- 
vious session  without  its  having  had  a  chance 
to  operate.  It  seemed  that  some  gentlemen  in 
Miother  place,  for  reasons  satisfiactoiy  to  theot* 
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seWes,  had  thoaght  fit  to  take  another  v'levr  of  the 
matter,  and  had  inserted  in  the  Bill  a  clause 
which  would  nerer  hare  been  inserted  by  the 
present  Government  or  any  other  Xjl-orernment. 
Whether  the  Oouncil  were  going  to  stultify  them- 
■elyes  he  did  not  know.  As  the  Bill  was  not  now 
a  Gbremment  Bill  they  did  not  care  whether  it 
passed  or  not ;  if  it  failed,  they  had  nothing  to  ro- 
^ct,  except  that  an  ambiguous  clause  remained 
in  the  original  Bill.  The  object  of  the  action 
which  had  been  taken  seemed  to  be  to  deprive 
three  or  four  individuals  of  the  chance  of  being 
employed  in  the  public  serrice;  but  doubtless 
the  Council  would  hear  all  about  it  directly. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  had  only 
just  become  aware  of  the  circumstances  to  which 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  now  referred  in  a 
very  disguised  way 

The  Hon.  Colonel*  WHITMORE.— There  is  no 
disguise  about  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  had  not  in- 
tended to  say  so  in  any  offensive  sense.  He 
thought    that    the    case    which    the    honorable 

fentleman  had  put  was  worthy  of  consideration, 
f  he  had  been  ia  the  Council  last  year,  he 
would  have  supported  the  provision  contained  in 
the  4th  section,  which  was  now  proposed  to  be 
repealed ;  but  he  would  have  taken  care  that  it 
only  had  temporary  operation.  He  thought  that 
the  Council  ought  to  maintain  the  principle  of 
disqualification  settled  by  the  repeal,  but  he  ad- 
mitted that  it  ought  not  to  be  applied  in  such  a 
way  as  to  press  unfairly  on  any  persons  who  might 
reasonably  hare  been  expecting  to  receive  some 
appointment  from  Gk>vernment.  He  hated  any- 
thing like  meanness  in  such  matters.  It  had 
lately  been  said  that  the  Government  would  be 
glad  to  accept  the  serrices  of  Mr.  Bunny  in  some 
public  capacity.  He  believed  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  had  specially  mentioned  Mr.  Bol- 
leston. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  he  had 
mentioned  the  names  of  Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  BoUes- 
tos,  Mr.  Macandrew,  and  Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  admitted 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  thinking  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  referred  speciuly  to  Mr. 
]Rolleston.  He  was  under  the  impression  that  it 
had  been  the  intention  of  the  late  Gt>vemment  to 
offer  some  appointment  in  the  public  service  to 
Mr.  Bunny;  and  if  the  late  Government  had 
made  any  arrangement  of  the  sort  with  Mr. 
Bunny,  or  if  the  present  GK>vemment  wished  to 
do  the  same,  he  was  willing  to  assist  the  Govern- 
ment to  carry  it  out,  and  would  move  an  amend- 
ment by  which  it  could  be  done.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  would  agree  with  him,  however,  that 
it  would  not  be  well  to  leave  the  4th  section  of 
the  Act  of  last  year  in  force,  for  there  were 
twenty  or  thirty  members  of  the  other  House 
who  might  come  under  its  operation.  His  idea 
was,  therefore,  to  repeal  that  clause  after  a  given 
date,  and  then  the  Government  would  be  enabled 
to  carry  out  any  arrangement  they  wanted  with 
Mr.  Bunny.  He  only  wanted  candour  in  this 
matter.  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
hardly  speaking  fairly  when  he  said  the  Council 
did  not  wish  to  assist  the  Government.    They 
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all  knew  that  the  gentleman  representing  the 
Government  in  the  Council  was  charged  with  a 
vei^  laborious  duty,  one  in  which  he  was  neces- 
sarily liable  to  fall  into  mistakes,  as  he  was  alone 
on  the  Government  benches  there.  The  Council 
were  always  happy  to  assist  the  Government 
when  they  could  ;  but,  in  return  for  that,  if  the 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  would  allow 
him  to  say  so,  the  Council  expected  fVom  the 
Minister  equal  consideration ;  and  it  was  hardly 
rijsht  to  cast  an  imputation  of  that  kind  upon  the 
Council.  If  it  was  the  object  of  the  Government 
to  appoint  Mr.  Bunny  to  any  position  in  the 
pubhc  service  he  would  assist  them  to  do  so. 
But  when  they  were  asked  to  support  the  Go- 
vernment in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  the  Council 
had  in  return  a  right  to  expect  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  give  a  distinct  assurance 
to  the  Council  that,  if  they  yielded  so  far  as  not 
to  make  the  repealing  clause  have  immediate 
operation,  the  Bill  would  not  be  dropped,  but 
would  be  carried  through  in  the  other  House. 
For  it  was  above  all  essential  that  the  permission 
contained  in  the.  Act  of  last  year  should  not  be 
permanent,  and  that  the  Ministry  of  the  day 
should  not  continue  to  have  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing members  of  Parliament  to  the  public 
service. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  in  the  closing  part  of  his 
speech  had  directed  ottontion  to  the  real  danger 
which  attended  the  amendment  of  the  Act.  If  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  make  any 
appointment,  they  had  power  to  do  so  before  any 
change  was  made  in  the  law.  It  did  not  take 
a  month,  or  a  week,  or  even  a  day  to  make  an 
appointment.  If  the  mind  of  the  Gt>vemment 
was  made  up  on  the  subject  they  oonld  exercise 
their  authority  before  the  Bill  now  before  the 
Council  passed  into  law,  and  ho  thought  they 
would  be  quit«  justified  in  doing  so.  He  doubted, 
however,  whether  the  Council  would  be  justified 
in  sending  the  Bill  back  to  the  other  Chamber, 
considering  that  it  had  been  sent  up  to  the  Coun- 
cil with  the  recommendation  of  that  Chamber, 
and  that  it  was  a  Bill  which  vitally  affected  the 
privileges  of  that  Chamber.  He  looked  around 
the  Council,  but  saw  nobody  who  was  likely  to 
take  advantage  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said  they  might 
take  advantage  of  some  of  the  clauses. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  that,  as  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  by  the  Council  would  not  im- 
mediately deprive  the  Government  of  the  power 
which  they  had  under  the  existing  law  of  making 
the  appointment  which  had  been  referred  to,  it 
would  be  better  and  wiser  to  pass  the  Bill  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  had  been  opposed 
to  the  Bill  from  the  first  moment  he  saw  it  on 
the  Order  Paper;  and  he  would  read  a  note 
which  he  had  made  regarding  clause  3  of  the 
Bill.  That  clause  proposed  to  allow  members  of 
Parliament  to  hold  seats  on  Harbour  Boards, 
and  therefore  next  session  they  might  find  that 
the  Harbour  Boards  were  represented  in  Parha- 
nient  as  follow  : — Auckland,  8  members ;  Na- 
pier, 2  members )  Taranaki,  Z  members ;  Wanga- 
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nui,  2  members ;  Wellington,  3  members ;  Nelson, 
2  members;  Hokitika,  1  member;  Ghwjmouih, 
1  member ;  Ljttelton,  3  members ;  Timaru, 
8  members ;  Oamaru,  3  members ;  Fort  Chal- 
mers, 2  members  ;  Dunedin,  3  members  ; 
and  the  BlnflT,  2  members  —  thus  making,  alto- 
gether, 32  members  of  Parliament  who  might 
also  be  members  of  Harbour  Boards.  What 
would  be  the  effect  of  thatP  Wh^,  that  any 
amount  of  log-rolling  would  be  earned  on.  He 
held  that  it  would  be  a  very  dangeroas  thing  to 
gire  such  an  amount  of  power  in  Parliament  to 
those  Harbour  Boards.  Wben  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee  he  intended  to  moTe  that  that  part 
of  dansa  8  which  allowed  members  of  Harbour 
Boards. to  be  members  of  Parliament  be  struck 
out.  The  Harbour  Boards  and  County  Councils 
were  greedy  and  grasping  enough  already,  and  it 
would  not  do  to  strengthen  them  by  admitting 
their  members  into  Parliament.  They  knew 
what  thb  Harbour  Boards  were  capable  of  in  the 
past,  but  they  did  not  know  what  they  woald  be 
capable  of  in  the  future  when  they  would  hare 
an  amount  of  power  in  Parliament  which  would 
enable  them  to  pass  any  measure  they  liked.  He 
hoped  honorable  members  would  assist  him  in 
Committee  to  strike  out  that  part  of  clause  3  (o 
which  he  had  referred. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  would  like  to  know 
whether  he  was  right  in  supposing  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  said  that  tbrre  were  thirty- 
two  members  of  Harboar  Boards  holding  seats  in 
the  Assembly. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  said  there  were 
otrtainly  tome  gentlemen  in  the  Assembly  who 
iftrt  also  members  of  Harbour  Bou^s. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  would  gratify  the  honor- 
■M»  ffentleman  by  saying  that  he  was  a  member 
of  a  Harbour  Board,  and  that  he  had  not  receired 
his  appointment  from  the  G-OTemment. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACB  was  glad  that  particular 
attention  had  been  directed  to  this  Bill,  because 
he  had  not  considered  it.  Now  that  he  had  read 
it,  however,  he  wished  to  draw  attention  to  clause 
6.  It  was  a  very  bad  i^rinoiple  to  lay  down  that, 
whenerer  the  LegislatiTe  Council  or  the  House 
of  RepretentatiTOS  declared  that  the  seat  of  a 
member  of  either  House  had  not  been  racated, 
iuoh  declaration  should  be  final  and  conclusive. 
It  simply  amounted  to  this :  that,  when  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Reprefentatires,  for  ex- 
ample, had  disqualified  himself  by  such  action 
as  no  Parliament  should  allow,  a  majority  in 
that  House  miffht  pass  a  resolution  by  which 
his  disqualification  would  be  annulled,  and  he 
would  remain  in  full  possession  of  all  his  privi- 
leges as  a  member  of  that  House.  He  looked 
upon  that  extension  of  the  powers  of  Parliament 
in  these  cases  as  a  most  serious  blot  upon  the  dis- 
qualification law.  It  was  by  no  means  difficult  to 
oonceire  a  condition  of  things  in  which  it  miffht 
be  well  worth  the  trouble  for  any  partr  to  white- 
wash one  or  two  members  for  conduct  which 
should  fairly  have  disqualified  them.  Witli  re- 
gard to  clause  4,  which  had  reference  to  sub- 
section 4  of  section  6  of  <'The  Disqualification 
Act,  1876,"  he  remembered  that  portion  of  the 
Act  perfectly,  and  the  impression  at  the  time 
Hon.  Captain  Froier 


was   that  this  legislation   was  advisedly  excep- 
tional, and  he  did  not  think  it  was  intended  thik 
these  exceptions  should   be   hastily  done  avsy 
with.    They  were  in  a  transition  state  at  the 
time,  and  groping  in  the  dark  to  the  solotioa 
of  many  difficult  problems.     It  was  an  apprecia- 
tion of  this  fact,  that  the  services  of  many  cooi* 
petent  men  might   be   neceuary,  that  led  th« 
Council  to  adopt  that  portion  of  the  Act.    Be 
had  not  been   prepared  to  hear   that   the  Dii^ 
qualification   Act  now  in  foroe   admitted  of  so 
many  members  of  Parliament  being  employed  by 
the  Qovemment,  neither  was  he  prepared  nov 
to  admit  it  without  absolute  demonstration  of  its 
truth.     But,  granting  that  the  exercise  of  soch 
a  power  could  by  any  means  be  fairly  restricted— 
and  the  number  of  appointments  in  the  gift  of 
the  Government  would  restrict  it — ^he  maintained 
that  some  such   power  by  'which   the  Govern- 
ment   could    reward   its   supporters   was    abso- 
lutely necessary  in   constitutional    goremment. 
If  that  power  could  be  abused  —  that  was  to 
say,  if  it  could  be  extended  to  any  prejodicisl 
or  injurious  degree — then  it  should   be  at  once 
taken  away.    But  there  was  nothing  in  the  re- 
cords of  constitutional  government  to  prove  that 
it  was  possible  for  any  GK>vemraent  to  maintain 
a  strong  party  unless  it  had  some  rewards  for 
its  supporters.    He  referred  honorable  membecs 
to  the  constitutional  history  of  England — to  the 
whole  Parliamentai7  history  of  their  own  countij. 
How  were  they  to  have  a  strong  Gh>vemment 
if  they  had  no  rewards  ?    What  was  the  reason 
that  they  were   perpetually   sui&ring  from  the 
misery  and  affliction  of  a  weak,  tottering  Gh>Tem- 
ment  P    The  real  reason  was,  that  the  Government 
had  no  rewards  to  offer.     What  vras  the  use  cf 
shirking  this  difficult  position  ?     How  were  they 
to  legidate  for  this  country  without  strong  Go- 
vernments?    Pure  high-class  politicians  were  rare 
men,  and  would  become  rarer  every  day.    The 
more  democratic  were  their  institutions  the  mors 
difficult  would  it  be  found  to  have  a  disinterested 
representative  body.    Therefore  thcpr  were  bound 
to  take  a  middle  course — to  run  neither  into  one 
extravagance  nor  the  other ;  and  they  would  be 
bound,  whether  they  liked  it  or  not,  to  make  it 
possible  for  Governments  to  in  some  war  remu- 
nerate their  followers.    How  this  was  to  be  done 
was  not  a  question  for  them  to  discuss  at  present, 
but  at  no  distant  time  they  would  be  bound  to 
admit  this  necessity.    He  did  not  see  liimadf 
such  an  absolute  necessity  in  the  interesta  of  the 
State  for  the  repeal  of  clause  4,  though,  at  the 
same  time,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  daue 
was  capable  of  such  a  wide  use,  it  might   be 
desirable  to  restrict  its  application.     However, 
apart  from  that — and  he  was  led  into  this  dis- 
cussion on  clause  4  accidentally — ^he  wiahed  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  he  was  totally  oppoead 
to  clause  6.    He  saw  no  defence  whaterer  for 
the  introduction  of  such  a  clause  into  the  BiB, 
and  would  oppose  it  in  Committee  to  the  bast 
of  his  power. 

The  Hon.  Sh*  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  be 
heard  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  just  now 
cheer  the  sentiment  that  he  ought  not  to  have 
alluded  to  Mr.  Bunny's  name.    If  the  hononibis 
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gentleman  thought  he  had  acted  wronelj  in 
naming  Mr.  Bunny  it  would  be  unbecoming  in 
him  to  more  his  amendment.  For  bis  part,  be 
considered  it  a  very  great  honor  to  belong  to  the 
Civil  Service  of  Uie  country,  and  he  did  not 
coneider  that  there  was  any  shame  or  disgrace 
in  any  one  who  had  held  the  office  Mr.  Bunny 
had  held  having  his  services  continued  if  the 
Government  thought  that  they  could  utilise  them. 
If  he  had  said  anything  which  might  embarrass 
the  honorable  gentleman,  or  which  was  unfair  to 
Mr.  Bunny,  he  regretted  it,  and  of  course  would 
take  no  further  step  in  moving  his  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  merely  wished  to 
state  bow  the  matter  stood,  without  any  gloss 
whotever  being  thrown  over  it.  At  present  a 
oonti-actor  was  not  eligible  to  be  elected  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatiyes,  but, 
once  in  the  House,  he  might  contract  as  much  as 
he  pleased.  They  knew  the  effect  of  that.  Any 
amount  of  corruption  would  be  possible  if  thi^ 
clause  were  allowed  to  remain.  Then,  again, 
under  the  present  Act  Superintendents  and 
members  of  Provincial  Executives  when  the  pro- 
Tinces  were  abolished  were  at  liberty  to  take 
employment  under  the  Qorernment.  The  Act 
was  passed  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  do 
so,  because  it  was 'supposed  that  their  services 
would  bo  of  value  in  introducing  the  new  state 
of  things ;  but  by  an  oversight  Uie  Act  was  left 
indefinite,  instead  of  being  limited,  and  one  result 
was,  that  twenty  or  twenty^two  members  of  Fro- 
Tincial  Executives,  including  the  Superinten- 
dents, were  eligible  for  office  U)r  all  time,  whereas 
the  other  sixty  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
eentatives  were  excluded.  The  repeal  of  this 
clause  remedied  all  that,  and  placed  all  the  mem- 
bers in  the  same  position.  It  was  obviously 
wrou^  that  such  an  error  should  be  permitted  to 
remain  on  the  Statute  Book. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  disclaimed  any  per- 
sonal feeling  in  the  matter.  In  fact,  he  held 
r' [lions  on  this  question  which  were  probably 
red  by  very  few  members  of  the  Qeneral  As- 
sembly. Clause  2  corrected  an  error  which  was 
discovered  during  the  present  session,  and  which 
ought  to  be  amended.  With  reference  to  clause 
4,  as  he  understood  it,  some  twenty  or  twenty- 
two  members  could  receive  payment  under  that 
clause,  and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  not  be 
extended  to  all  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly.  To  show  what  his  opinion  was  on 
this  matter,  he  might  state  that  about  a  month 
ago  a  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  other  House 
by  the  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth, 
and  he  saw  that  Bill  before  it  was  introduced, 
the  honorable  gentleman  having  asked  his  opinion 
upon  it.  The  Bill  did  away  entirely  witJi  the 
disqualification  of  any  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  on  account  of  his  receiving  an  appoint- 
ment at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  On  read- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Bill  he  told  the  pro- 
moter that  he  was  prepared  to  suf^port  it.  The 
view  embodied  in  that  Bill  was,  in  his  opinion, 
the  proper  one  to  take  on  this  subject.  The  Bill, 
he  believed,  was  introduced  into  the  other  House, 
but  not  passed.  His  opinion  was,  that  if  there 
was  any  disqualification  it  sliould  extend  to  all. 


He  quite  agreed  with  the  remarks  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Grace,  and  thought  it  would  be  far  better  not 
to  have  any  disqualification  of  members  of  the 
General  Assembly.  If  the  Government  of  the 
day  made  any  improper  appointments  they  were 
always  liable  to  be  taken  to  task  by  the  As- 
sembly. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  he  did 
not  cheer  the  remark  made  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  with  any  intention 
of  reflecting  upon  anything  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell  had  said,  because  he  recognized  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  spoke  in  a  very  generous 
spirit,  and  placed  him  under  some  obligations  by 
lus  remarks.  He  regretted  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  have  spoken  of  any  one  as  being 
the  person  intended  to  be  affected  by  this  legis- 
lation. He  himself  had  only  the  vaguest  possible 
reason  for  believing  that  it  applied  to  any  single 
individual.  More  persons  than  one  had.  been 
mentioned  during  the  present  session  as  being 
likely  to  receive  certain  appointments,  but  lie  was 
bound  to  say  that  the  name  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  been  referred  to  was  one  of 
more  than  two  which  had  been  mentioned  to  him 
during  the  session.  Some  honorable  gentleman 
had  said  that  there  were  twenty  or  twenty-two 
members  of  the  Assembly  who  would  come  under 
the  disqualification  clauses.  Practically  they 
knew  that  there  were  only  four  or  Use  members 
of  the  Assembly  who  stood  in  such  a  position  that 
there  could  be  any  great  desire  to  utilize  their 
services  by  appointments  to  the  Civil  Service. 
But  there  were  some  men  who  had  devoted  the 
best  part  of  their  lives  to  the  service  of  the 
countty  in  provincial  politics,  and,  as  one  of  those 
fair  compromises  they  were  called  upon  to  moke 
when  they  were  doins  away  with  Provincialism 
last  year,  they  inserted  a  saving  clause  in  the  Bill 
to  meet  the  case  of  those  officers.  The  intro- 
duction of  the  clause  which  he  had  objected  to 
was  done  as  a  piece  of  violent  political  partf 
defiance,  and  it  was  on  that  ground  that  it  was 
peculiarly  incumbent  upon  him  to  resist  the  al- 
teration, even  though  he  stood  in  a  smaller  mi- 
nority in  the  Council  than  his  colleagues  must 
have  been  in  on  the  occasion  when  they  allowed 
that  clause  to  pass.  It  passed,  he  understood,  by 
a  surprise,  by  an  accidental,  vote,  and  he  had  no 
rea.<on  to  believe  that  it  was  the  deliberate  view 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  i  and  if  the 
Bill  went  back  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  this  clause  altered  honorable  gentlemen 
might  be  satisfied  that  a  very  different  division 
would  be  taken.  He  hoped  that  when  the  Bill 
went  into  Committee  they  would  not  see  that 
hostile  spirit  shown  towards  the  Government  that 
had  been  evinced  by  honorable  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  force  on  this  measure  instead  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  business  of  the  country. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EATING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE,  in  moiiag 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was 
brought  in  to  remedy  apparent  defects  in  the 
Bating  Act  passed  last  year.  There  was  a  very 
great  inconsistency  throughout  the  oolony  in  the 
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Taluations  of  neigbbouring  district«,  the  riewB 
takea  by  the  yaluators  appointed  in  the  different 
districts  being  xerj  direne.  This  Bill  was  in- 
tended to  put  all  Tahiations  on  a  unirorm  system, 
and  to  provide  for  only  one  yaluation  for  an  entire 
county.  There  were  also  certain  amendniente  to 
remedy  defects  which  were  discovered  in  the  pro- 
vbions  relating  to  objections  to  valuation  lists. 
There  was  also  a  profision  to  restore  to  rate- 
payers of  Road  Boards  the  power,  which  had  been 
taken  from  them,  of  fixing  their  own  rate.  There 
had  been  circulated  throughout  the  Council  cer- 
tain proposed  amendments  in  this  Bill  which 
he  thought  were  much  better  and  clearer  than 
clauses  now  in  the  Bill.  He  would  not  be 
justified  in  complaining,  if  the  Couneil  agreed  to 
the  second  reading,  should  they  decline  to  con- 
fider  the  amendments;  but,  inasmuch  as  the 
amendments  were  more  important  than  the  Bill, 
he  hoped  they  would  think  twice  before  they 
refused  to  adopt  them. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  was 
not  because  he  disapproved  of  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  that  he  objected  to  it,  but  simply  because 
he  could  not  understand  it.  After  the  trouble 
taken  last  year  to  pass  what  appeared  to  country 
settlers  to  be  a  very  good  Rating  Bill,  he  thought 
they  should  take  a  little  more  time  before  amend- 
ing it.  They  had  no  time  to  consider  any  amend- 
ing measure  at  the  present  period  of  the  session, 
and  he  would  move.  That  the  Bll  be  read  a 
leoond  time  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  seconded  the 
amendment.  This  was  a  measure  of  very  great 
importance,  and  he  did  not  think  it  was  desirable 
to  pass  it  hastily. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  clause  10  of  the 
Bill  would  require  the  most  serious  consideration. 
If  the  Bill  went  into  Committee  he  would  feel 
bound  to  move  that  it  be  very  materially  altered. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

CONSOLIDATED  STOCK  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was 
brought  in  by  the  late  Government,  and  ita 
purpose  was  to  give  effect  to  legislation  in 
England  which  had  been  brought  about  by  the 
action  of  Mr.  Westgarth,  a  well-known  member 
of  the  Stock  Exchange,  Sir  Julius  Togel,and  one 
of  the  other  A  gents- General.  Mr.  West^rth 
for  many  years  had  thought  it  would  be  desirable 
for  the  colonies  to  have  their  stock  inscribed. 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  had  taken  the  matter  up,  and 
a  measure  had  been  passed  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament  which  seemed  to  meet  with  great 
favour  in  England.  Although  he  had  not  heard 
of  its  passage,  he  believed  there  was  also  a  Bill 
before  the  Imperial  Parliament  which,  if  passed, 
would  enable  trustees  to  invest  in  colonial  securi- 
ties. That  would  open  to  our  securities  a  large 
and  important  class  of  investors,  who,  being 
persons  who  did  not  buy  stock  for  pmre  specula- 
tion, were  tlie  very  best  people  to  become  holders 
of  the  stock  of  the  colony.  It  was  thought  that 
it  would  be  very  desirable  for  the  Government 
to  have  power  to  inscribe  the  loans,  in  the 
Hon.  Colonel  WhUmor$ 


way  proposed  in  this  Bill,  at  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land at  the  small  charge  they  made  for  doing 
it,  because  it  was  found  that  the  tecarities  be- 
came more  easy  of  realization,  and  this  was  rerj 
satisfactory  to  persons  whose  affiitrs  were  confined 
to  the  Home  country.  He  thought  this  was  the 
only  part  of  the  Bill  that  the  Government  par- 
ticularly desired  to  bring  into  force  as  yet.  Still, 
it  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any  objection 
to  taking  power  for  the  conversion  of  our  loans 
which  might  be  valuable  at  any  time  heraaft^r. 
He  did  not  think,  from  present  appearance*, 
that  it  was  at  all  likely  that  it  would  be  proper 
or  prudent  on  the  part  of  the  colony  to  con- 
solioate  its  various  loans  at  this  juncture  ;  but  he 
might  be  in  error,  and  there  was  no  doubt  it 
would  be  a  great  temptation  to  English  inreetors 
to  hare  the  stock  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to 
be  open  to  investment  by  trustees.  The  whole 
of  the  correspondence  upon  this  subject  had  been 
for  a  long  time  on  the  table  of  the  Council,  and, 
although  the  Bill  came  in  at  a  late  period  of  the 
session,  honorable  members  had  had  full  time  to 
consider  the  whole  matter.  The  chai^ges  cer- 
tainly appeared  to  him  to  be  very  reasonable, 
considering  the  trouble  and,  to  a  small  extent, 
risk  involved.  The  opinions  of  the  many  finsn- 
ciers  quoted  in  support  of  the  proposal  were  so 
uniformly  favourable,  and  the  proposal  had  met 
with  such  favour  with  persons  in  high  authority 
in  England,  that  there  must  be  more  in  it  Uiaa 
was  obvious  at  first  sight.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  be  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  English 
money  market  to  be  able  to  say  that  it  wis 
a  desirable  thing  to  inscribe  our  loans.  He  w« 
aware  that  there  were  many  opinions  on  the 
subject,  and  he  admitted  that  he  might  not  be 
right  in  his  idea.  Regarding  the  oonTernon  of 
the  loans,  it  had  been  said  that  by  this  means  the 
Government  might  lay  its  hands  upon  a  lam 
portion  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  If  it  was  thou^t 
that  such  was  the  purpose  of  the  Cbvemment  it 
might  be  well  for  aim  to  explain  that  no  part  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  could  possibly  be  realized  bj 
the  process,  because  tlie  Consolidated  Loan  was 
placed  on  the  market  by  Sir  William  Fitzher- 
bert  as  what  was  technically  called  a  1  per  cent, 
cumulative  loan :  that  was  to  say,  they  paid  ex- 
actly the  same  amount  of  interest  from  the  frit 
year  to  the  last,  and  all  the  time  1  per  cent 
was  being  devoted,  together  with  the  interest  on 
cancelled  bontls,  to  the  cancellation  of  bonds. 
Therefore  no  relief  at  all  could  be  gained 
to  the  country  in  the  way  of  obtaining  cash 
from  the  Sinking  Fund.  All  that  the  oountiy 
would  gain  would  be  a  saving  of  interest.  He 
believed  that  if  they  could  exchange  at  par  liie 
present  consolidated  loan  for  an  inscribed  loan 
the  colony  would  get  relief  to  the  extent  of 
over  £100,000  a  year.  He  forgot  tbe  enct 
amount  for  the  moment,  but  he  knew  it  weald 
be  at  least  that.  He  had  heard  in  some  dirw- 
tions  that  it  was  supposed  that  the  object  of 
the  conversion  was  to  obtain  the  use  of  tkf 
Sinking  Fund  ;  therefore  he  had  been  at  paiw  to 
explain  the  matter  as  well  as  he  could,  m  oris 
that  there  might  be  no  mistake  on  the  tubjtd. 
He  assured  the  Council  that  for  the  present)  lo 
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far  as  tbU  Ch>Tenunent  was  concerned,  there  was 
no  intention  of  attempting  a  convenion,  but  when 
Parliament  met  again  some  farther  information 
would  be  given  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  did  not  like  such  an  im- 
portant Bill  to  pass  without  saying  a  few  words 
about  it.  He  must  saj  he  thought  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  done  scant  justice  to  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  in  mentioning  his  name  after  that 
of  Mr.  Westearth.  During  that  time,  he  (Mr. 
Hall)  knew  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  in  respect 
to  this  matter  Ter^  great  difficulties  to  encounter, 
having  to  harmonize  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
the  Troasury,  the  solicitors,  and  a  rariety  of  other 
bodies,  each  of  whom  had  strong  objections,  which 
only  the  patient  pereeyerance  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
could  have  oTercome.  He  had  received  a  high 
encomium  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  his  action,  and  he  (Mr.  Hall)  be- 
lieved that,  of  his  many  services  to  the  colony, 
this  would  eventually  prove  to  be  not  the  smallest. 
The  Bill,  as  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  said,  con- 
sisted of  two  branches,  one  part  providing  for 
the  inscription  of  stock  and  the  other  for  the 
conversion  of  stock.  About  the  provision  for  in- 
scription of  stock  a  good  many  opinions  were 
entertained.  So  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
ascertain,  the  very  fact  of  the  dividends  on  our 
securities  being  paid  by  the  Bank  of  England,  the 
negotiations  for  our  loans  being  undertaken  by 
the  Bank  of  En  eland,  the  fact  of  the  New  Zea- 
land stock  trans&r  registry  being  at  the  Bank  of 
England — all  these  were  facilities  which  would 
be  of  considerable  advantage  to  the  colony,  and 
would,  in  many  cases,  lead  to  trustees  making 
investments  in  these  stocks,  even  ii  the  Bill 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  alluded  to  did 
not  become  law.  As  regarded  the  conversion 
of  loans,  he  could  not  quite  agree  with  the 
large  powers  which  were  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  Gk>vemor  by  clause  4.  That  clause  gave 
the  Ck>vemor  power  to  alter  and  convert  our  loans 
upon  almost  any  terms  he  thought  fit.  If  the 
conversion  was  to  take  place,  perhaps  it  would  be 
difficult  to  limit  these  powers,  but  he  was  very 
glad  to  see  that  the  Q-ovemment  did  not  propose 
to  go  into  that  branch  of  the  subject.   It  required 

Save  consideration,  and  whenever  that  operation 
ould  be  thought  of  he  hoped  nothing  would  be 
done  until  the  whole  matter  was  brought  before 
Paiiiament  and  Parliament  had  an  opportunity 
of  fully  considering  it.  With  regard  to  the  with- 
drawal fund,  which  was  a  feature  of  their  loan, 
he  felt  sorry  that  it  was  proposed  to  drop  that.  He 
thought  the  money  borrowed  ouffht  to  be  paid  off 
by  degrees ;  and,  futhough  it  might  be  peculiar  to 
borrow  with  one  hand  and  repay  with  the  other, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  day  would  come, 
and  that  not  before  long,  when  they  would  have 
to  stop  borrowing,  and  then  it  would  be  their  duty 
to  endeavour  to  pay  off  by  small  degrees  the 
heavy  debt  they  haa  incurred.  He  had  much 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  more  had 
been  made  of  this  Inscription  of  Stock  Bill  than 
the  subject  demanded.  It  was  simply  legislation 
§Q  that  parties  who  held  as  a  permanent  invest- 
ment might  have  their  stock  placed  in  such  a 


form  that,  in  the  event  of  loss  by  fire,  for 
instance,  they  might  still  be  able  to  claim  by 
registration.  That  was  the  sum-total  of  what 
could  be  said  about  it.  It  could  not  affect  the 
actual  value  of  the  stock,  because  investors  looked 
for  a  certain  amount  of  interest ;  and  no  in- 
scription would  increase  that  rate.  So  long  as 
the  security  was  considered  sufficient,  it  did  not 
matter  whether  the  stock  was  inscribed  or  not. 
It  was  not  the  business  of  the  colony  to  inscribe 
stock,  because  a  number  of  the  principal  pur- 
chasers were  brokers  or  those  who  dealt  in  se- 
curities, and  those  parties  would  much  prefer  the 
ordinary  stock  as  it  was  now  issued,  because  it 
would  pass  freely  from  hand  to  hand  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  bank-note  or  a  sovereign.  It  was 
only  to  those  who  wished  to  hold  the  stock  per- 
manently that  the  inscription  would  be  of  any 
value.  With  regard  to  relieving  the  burden  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  lul  he  could  say  was,  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  merely  obtain  the  use  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  money.  That  would  not  lessen  tneir 
indebtedness  by  a  farthing,  but  it  would  eive  the 
Gt)vemment  the  present  use  of  money  that  the 
colony  would  eventually  have  to  pay.  At  the 
present  time,  the  less  they  tampered  with  their 
securities  the  better.  If  a  loan  had  to  be  raised 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  attempt  a  fresh  consoli- 
dation of  the  loans.  He  was  of  opinion,  there- 
fore, that,  so  far  as  that  was  concerned,  the  Bill 
would  be  of  no  advanta^se. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  reply,  said, 
with  regard  to  what  fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall  about  the  services  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  he 
thought  they  all  recognized  the  services  of  that 
gentleman.  When  he  spoke  he  merely  claimed 
that  Mr.  West^rth  should  be  mentioned  before 
Sir  Julius  Yogel,  because  he  was  the  first  to  move 
in  the  matter.  With  regard  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  he  thought  he  had  ex- 
plained the  whole  thing  clearly,  but  probably  his 
want  of  experience  in  financial  matters  might 
have  caused  him  to  be  rather  obscure.  If  the 
system  of  yearly  putting  by  something  to  decrease 
the  debt  of  the  colony  were  carried  out,  the 
Government  would  not  have  the  use  of  a  single 
penny.  The  Sinking  Funds  would  amount  to 
something  over  a  million,  perhaps  a  million  and  a 
half,  and  they  were  Sinking  Funds  in  one  sense, 
though  not  in  another.  There  was  no  money  re- 
presenting those  funds ;  they  were  only  cancelled 
bonds.  At  the  same  time,  it  would  appear  that 
the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  was  lessened  by 
that  amount.  On  the  other  hand,  the  burden  of 
the  country  was  greater  than  it  would  be  if  the 
old  debentures  were  exchanged  at  par  for  in- 
scribed bonds,  because  the  colony  was  paying 
interest  on  all  those  cancelled  bonds  in  order  to 
annul  the  original  debt.  Presuming  that  the 
bonds  could  be  exchanged  at  par,  all  the  colony 
would  have  to  pay  would  be  the  interest  on  the 
exact  number  of  bonds  which  were  converted,  so 
that  the  colony  would  save  the  I  per  cent,  which 
it  had  been  lavinff  by,  and  also  the  interest  on 
the  million  and  a  half  to  which  he  had  referred. 
That  was  what  the  Q-overnment  would  gain. 
They  would  not  get  the  present  use  of  any  money 
whatever.     That  was  tlie  best  explana^on  ht 
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oould  give  the  Council  on  the  subject.  The  Go- 
▼ernmeni  thought  that  the  inscription  of  stock 
might  render  it  more  easy  to  raise  any  loans 
vhiob  might  be  required. 

Bill  tetid  a  second  time,  considered  in  Commit- 
tee, reported  without  amendment,  and  read  a 
third  tmie. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB,  in  moring 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  drawn 
in  the  same  terms  as  preceding  Loan  Bilk,  the 
only  thing  new  aboat  it  being  the  schedule.  It 
contained  no  new  proTision  whateyer.  The  same 
rate  of  interest  was  payable,  and  the  terms  upon 
which  money  was  to  be  borrowed  were  exactly 
the  same.  A  sum  of  £1,400,000  was  to  be  de- 
voted to  immigration  and  public  works,  £800,000 
was  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
guaranteed  debentures,  and  £800,000  was  to  pro- 
Tide  for  provincial  liabilities,  although  it  was 
hoped  that  that  sum  would  be  redu^  by  the 
House  of  BepresentatiTCS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  wished  to  express 
his  surprise  that  the  Ghyremment  had  determined 
to  borrow  £800,000  to  redeem  the  guaranted  de- 
bentures. Two  months  ago,  when  present  in  the 
gallery  of  another  place,  he  heard  tne  then  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry,  state  that 
the  rate  their  debentures  were  pledged  at  was  li 
per  cent.  The  loan  of  two  millions  and  a  half 
was  not  likely  to  be  mised  at  less  than  5  per 
cent.,  and  if  the  difference  between  5  and  li  or 
2  per  cent,  was  calculated  it  would  be  seeu  that 
the  cost  to  the  colony  of  redemption  was  some- 
thmg  over  £2,000  a  month.  There  was  a  "  fad  " 
—he  oould  use  no  other  word — that  it  was  good 
financiBg  to  have  the  £800,000  guaranteed  deben- 
tures as  a  "  nest-egg  ;**  but  to  haye  and  to  keep 
luch  an  egg  was  to  be  done  only  at  the  great  cost 
as  shown.  Should  the  GoTemment  again  pledge 
the  guaranteed  debentures,  which  was  probable, 
the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  would  be  mcreased 
by  that  amount.  Should  it  not  require  to  use  them, 
and  at  a  very  early  date,  then  the  raising  of 
money  to  redeem  them  is  absurd.  He  beliered 
that  the  Bill  could  not  be  amended  by  the  Council, 
but  he  hoped  that  the  honorable  member  who 
representea  the  Q-OTemment  would  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  his  colleagues,  so  that 
they  micht  take  it  into  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  B£LL  said  the 
point  which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  brought 
before  the  Council  was  quite  correct.  No  doubt 
by  freeing  the  guaranteed  debentures  some  loss 
of  interest  must  accrue  to  the  colony ;  but  there 
was  another  point  which  must  be  considered, 
and  that  was  in  connection  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  aflBurs  of  the  Treasury.  The 
Treasury  required  a  working  balance  of  not  less 
than  £600,000  or  £700,000  constantly  for  the  or- 
dinary administration  of  the  department^  and  the 
adrantage  of  baring  the  guaranteed  debentures 
to  use  lor  the  purpose  of  that  working  balance 
was,  that  when  money  was  wanted  it  could  be 
obtained  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  immediately ; 
whereas,  if  the  Treasurer  had  to  depend  for  the 
possesion  of  a  working  bi^Mice  upon  th«  diq^- 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmof 


tion  of  New  Zealand  bonds,  he  mi^ht  find  himasif 
at  any  moment  in  a  position  of  difficulty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCELBY  said  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  Hon.  Sir  P.  Dillon  Bell  that  it  was 
right  for  the  Gk>Temment  to  redeem  the  guaran- 
teed debentures  and  use  them  for  ftnanciog,  as 
they  had  done  in  the  past.  For  two  or  three 
years  past  tJiey  had  been  financing  them.  For 
instance,  when  the  Assembly  first  met,  and  the 
first  Financial  Statement  was  made  by  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer,  £350,000  of  the  £800,000  had 
been  financed  and  taken  credit  for.  But  the 
£800,000  had  ncTer  before  been  indoded  aa  pazt 
of  the  loan,  and  he  did  not  understuid  why  that 
position  was  taken  up  now.  If  it  was  not  neces- 
sary before,  why  was  it  neoessary  now  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  thought  his 
honorable  friend  had  orerlooked  the  circumsianee 
that  since  the  time  when  the  late  Colonial  Traa- 
surer  exf^ned  the  finances  the  rate  of  interest 
had  considerably  altered,  and  if  the  late  Cc^ooiai 
Treasurer  was  again  makinc  a  statement  and 
touched  on  that  point  he  wouM  not  take  the  same 
riew.  Any  moment  there  might  arise  »  difficulty, 
either  through  their  exports  falling  off,  war  leak- 
ing out,  or  any  other  accident,  and,  if  anything  was 
suddenly  required  to  meet  their  engagemcnta  in 
London,  it  would  be  a  valuable  thing  to  have  IIm 
£800,000,  or  a  portion  of  it,  arailable.  In  such 
an  CTent  they  were  likely  at  any  moment  to  hare 
works  suspended  which  it  mieht  be  more  ex- 
pensire  to  arrest  than  to  oommete,  and  it  was  a 
great  advantage  not  to  be  entirety  dependent  upon 
the  aooidentaT  market  price  of  their  stook.  The 
expedient  was  one  which  had  been  tried  by  seref^ 
successive  Treasurers,  and  against  which  no  ttvong 
expression  of  opinion  had  been  raised  by  any- 
body except  a  few  of  those  gentlemen  who  bad 
given  attention  to  financial  matter;,  and  they  had 
only  objected  to  it  on  the  ground  of  the  rate 
of  interest.  Of  course,  if  any  loss  whi^  niigfat 
occur  was  not  counterbalanoeid  by  some  gain,  it 
would  be  a  disadvantage;  but  he  thought  that 
any  lots  possible  in  this  case  was  counterbalanced. 
His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Buckley  was  quite 
right  when  he  said  that  the  amount  mig^t,  but 
for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds^ust  as  well  have 
been  put  down  at  £2,200,000.  He  did  not  see  the 
advantage  of  having  a  schedule  to  such  a  Bill  as 
this.  Honorable  gentlemen  might  say  "Oh;* 
but  he  would  ask  what  earthly  use  there  was  in 
having  a  hard-and-fast  rule  one  session  to  tie  up 
money,  which,  in  the  following  session,  was  re- 
leased. Such  strict  rules  had  not  really  tended 
to  secure  the  public  interests  or  to  benefit  their 
finances,  although  they  had  caused  a  considerable 
amount  of  trouble  to  the  Government.  If  the 
Gt)vemment  were  worthy  of  being  trusted  with 
the  administration  of  very  large  sums  of  money 
they  were  surelv  worthy  of  being  trusted  win 
it  without  its  being  tied  up  in  this  way.  If  thej 
deviated  from  their  proposals  in  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  the  money,  Parliament  could  always 
call  them  to  account ;  and  the  result  of  schedubs 
was  to  create  an  infini^  of  special  aooouBte. 
The  objection  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnston  had 
raised  to  the  repurchase  of  the  debentuvea  was 
one  which  was  worthy  of  ooaiidnatiea,  and,  as 
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he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  had  a  high  opinion  of 
the  lionorable  gentleman's  yiews  on  the  subject, 
he  would  exphiin  those  yiews  to  his  colleagues. 
The  Gi>yomment  assumed  that  Ihej  were  not 
compelled  to  take  up  those  debentures;  and  it 
might  happen  that  the  CK)yemment  would  fayoor- 
abljr  consider  the  yiews  of  his  honorable  friend. 
If  they  did  so,  he  had  no  doubt  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  render  them  his  assistance. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLM£S  wished  to  know 
whether  there  was  a  Sinking  Fund  attached  to 
this  loan. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WH1TM0R£  replied  that 
there  was  not. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  without  amendment,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Hon.  tbe  Speaker  do 
leaye  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  Council  maj  go 
into  Committee  on  certain  other  Bills, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said,— I  wish  to  ask 
a  question,  Sir.  lu  what  position  is  the  Dis- 
qiuiificalion  Bill?  We  should  have  gone  into 
Committee  on  it  before  certain  other  Bills ;  but 
apparently  it  has  been  allowed  to  lapse.  I  wish 
now  to  ascertain  in  what  position  it  is — whether 
we  should  go  into  Committee  on  it  before  any  of 
the  other  Bills  on  the  Paper. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  was  not  pro- 
posed that  the  Council  should  go  into  Committee 
on  that  Bill  after  it  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  move,  That  the 
Disqualification  Bill  be  considered  in  Committee 
before  any  other  Bills  ordered  to  be  committed. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Do  I  understand 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  in  charge  of  the 
BiU? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— No. 

The  Hon.  tlie  SPE.AKER.— It  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  Parliamentary  custom  for  any  honor- 
able member  to  interfere  with  any  Bill  in  the 
custody  of  another  honorable  member. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.- If  the  honorable 
centleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  abandons  it,  it 
does  not  lapse. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.  — The  honorable 
gentleman  will  see  that  it  is  not  usual  to  argue  a 
question  with  the  Speaker.  It  is  constant^  the 
practice  that  a  member  does  not  giye  immediate 
notice  with  regard  to  his  intention  in  reference 
to  any  Bill.  He  may  think  it  is  desirable  not  to 
giye  notice  at  the  moment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  understood  that 
the  honorable  gentleman,  when  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  BiU  was  carried,  gaye  notice  for  its 
committal  immediately. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Distinctly 
not. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— With  aU 
due  submission,  Sir,  I  may  perhaps  refer  to  tbe 
practice  in  the  other  House.  If  an  honorable 
member  does  not  go  on  with  a  Bill  which  has 
once  been  on  the  Order  Paper  it  is  competent  for 
another  member  to  give  notice  of  motion  for  pro- 
oeeding  with  the  Bill  Of  course  I  do  not  presume 
to  espcess  «oy  opinkii  against  your  ruling.  I  only 


wish  to  point  out  that  the  practice  in  the  othet 
House  seems  to  be  different  from  the  practice 
here. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  is  ten  yean 
since  I  first  became  Speaker  of  this  Council,  and 
I  do  not  remember  a  single  instance  in  which 
any  interference  has  taken  place  with  a  member 
in  charge  of  a  Bill.  If  I  am  wrong,  the  usual 
phm  is,  when  there  is  a  disagreement  with  thd 
ruling  of  the  Speaker,  that  noUce  be  giyen  for  a 
subsequent  day;  but,  considering  that  we  are 
at  the  dose  of  the  seesion,  I  would  waiye  that 
altogether,  and  ask  the  Council  to  decide  the 
question  at  once. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  hope  I 
may  not  be  understood  for  a  moment  to  dispute 
your  ruling  on  this  question  of  practice.  It  is 
matter  of  practice,  and  the  practice  of  tbe  Coun- 
cil establishes  the  rule  here. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Should  I  be  ia 
order  in  giying  notice  of  this  motion,  to-morrow 
I  will  moye,  That  the  committal  of  the  Disquali- 
fication Bill  be  the  first  Order  of  tbe  day  for  ihe 
ntting  on  that  day. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB.— I  likewiM 
agree  with  you,  Sir,  that  neyer  in  my  eiperienoe 
in  this  Council  have  I  known  any  attempt  made 
to  interfere  with  a  measure  in  the  hands  <ii 
another  honorable  gentleman.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell,  of  all  members  in  this  Council,  is  the 
one  who  most  constantly  brings  forward  motions, 
postpones  them  to  a  future  day,  and  then  lets 
tliem  lapse  altogether.  I  haye  often  been  dia- 
poeed  to  interfere  and  ask  him  to  explain  why  he 
does  this ;  but  so  rigid  has  been  our  rule  not  to 
interfere  at  all  that  I  haye  abstained,  sometimes 
under  proyocation.  There  was  a  question  yerj 
recently  in  whith  the  honorable  gentleman  acted 
in  the  way  I  mentioned,  and  I  showed  a  great 
deal  of  forbearance,  whi^,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  not  shown  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  But  I  claim  it  as  my  right  in  this 
instance  that  it  is  for  me  to  giye  notice,  and  not 
the  honorable  gentleman;  and  that  he  has  no 
right,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Council,  to 
upset  my  action  or  reyerse  it  by  the  motion  of 
wliich  he  has  Just  giyen  notice. 

The  Hon.  Oaptam  FRASBR.— I  want  to  know 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary  what  has  become  of 
the  Dangerous  Gk>ods  Amendment  Bill.  I  want  < 
to  know  what  has  become  of  it.  The  last  thing 
I  heard  of  it  was,  that  it  was  in  the  possefsion 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  MantelL  I  say  that  honorable 
gentleman  has  done  a  serious  injury  to  the  capital 
of  the  district  to  which  I  belong  by  taking  the 
steps  he  has  taken,  and  taking  it  upon  himself,  as 
an  individual  member  of  the  Council,  to  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  the  whole  Council  to  deal  with 
that  Bill,  by  moving  that  it  be  considered  next 
week.  He  has  done  a  great  injustice  to  the  part 
of  the  counti7  I  come  from,  because  in  Dunedin 
there  are  several  establishments  lighted  up  with 
the  dangerous  substance  called  gasoline. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  do  not  think 
this  is  a  question  of  Bills  being  dropped  by  one 
honorable  gentleman  or  another.  The  question 
simply  is,  If  an  honorable  member  allows  a  Bill 
to  lapse,  can  any  other  honorable  member  take 
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to  be  settled  i  bat  we  gmre  wftj,  and  did  not  at^ 
tempi  to  dispute  jour  ruling.  We  had  fought  a 
long  straggle  throngh  the  wliole  of  that  session, 
and,  just  when  we  thought  we  had  got  tictorj  in 
oor  hands,  it  was  snatched  away  m>m  us  on  a 
fbrmalitj.  It  was  a  great  disappointment  to  us 
that,  after  all  our  fight,  jour  ruling  should  hare 
overthrown  all  our  work  in  the  laborious  session 
of  1870,  when,  with  eTery  interest  aeainst  us,  we 
won  the  battle,  but  on  the  last  day  of  the  session 
were  defeated.  I  cannot  understisnd  how  honor- 
able  gentlemen  can  get  up  here  and  talk  as  they 
have  done.  I  can  ezou»e  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell 
lor  doubting  your  ruling,  because  this  is  his  first 
session,  and  we  know  that  he  has  a  right  to  strons 
opinions  owing  to  the  Tery  high  position  which 
ke  occupied  in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
We  have  invited  his  riews  so  frequently  this  session 
that  he  may  hare  naturally  supposed  we  wished 
to  hear  them  on  this  question  of  order.  But,  with 
rospeot  to  other  gentlemen,  after  we  have  had 
jour  ruling,  and  after  that  ruling  has  been  forti- 
fied by  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  who  told  us 
that,  during  the  long  period  of  years  he  has  been 
in  the  Council,  he  has  no  recollection  of  anything 
iMing  done  such  as  is  now  proposed  to  be  done, 
I  thought  there  would  be  no  further  question 
ttpen  this  point,  and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Man  tell 
would  have  withdrawn  his  motion,  out  of  respect 
to  the  Council.  I  think  that  to  interfere  with  a 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  GK>Ternment  business, 
»nd  tell  him  that  he  is  to  bring  on  this  Bill  or  that 
Bill,  would  be  not  only  a  discourtesy  to  him,  hut 
wouid  be  very  likely  to  lead  to  great  inconvenience. 
The  Bill  was  only  read  a  second  time  a  few 
minutes  aeo,  and  I  am  taunted  with  decliniufc  to 

00  on  with  it  at  once.  I  have  a  perfect  right, 
Sir,  to  consider  which  Bills  are  of  the  most  im- 
.portance,  and  to  place  them  in  the  order  in  which 

1  think  ihej  should  be  placed.  I  hope,  Sir,  the 
Council  wiU  submit  to  your  ruling,  because  I  am 
sure  that,  unless  we  do  submit  ourselves  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  this  Council  will  not  main- 
tain its  high  character. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  l£ANTELL.~From  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment said,  I  understood  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
bring  forward  this  Bill  again  this  sesssion. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASER.  — I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  Has  the  honorable  gentleman  any 
right  to  impute  motives  to  any  other  honorable 
gentleman  r 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  is  contrary  to 
Parliamentarv  practice.  I  feel  the  painful  respon- 
sibility placed  upon  myself  in  giving  a  decision 
on  this  subject,  which  is  slmost  becoming  a  per- 
sonsl  question.  I  affirm  that  I  have  always  felt 
the  greatest  anxiety  to  give  a  correct  ruling, 
especially  in  cases  of  this  sort.  It  is  possible  that, 
on  looking  up  the  authorities,  I  may  come  to  a 
•omewhat  different  decision  to-morrow ;  but  at 
the  present  moment  I  firmly  believe  that  I  am 
giving  a  proper  and  just  decision. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Understanding 
that  to  be  a  confirmation,  Sir,  of  the  construction 
pat  upon  your  ruling  by  Messrs.  Eraser,  Robinson, 
and  \¥hitmore 

The  H<m.  Captain  ERASER.— I  beg  that  the 
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honorable  gentleman  will  give  me  my  proper  title 
— the  title  bestowed  upon  me  by  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Well,  Sir,  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  the  Hon.  Mr.  RobinsuUi 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  opposite,  upon  whom 
Her  Majes^  has  been  pleased  to  confer  the  title 
of 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER.— I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  X  do  not  see  why  the  honorable  gentle- 
man should   ■ 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.^I  must  ask  honor- 
able members  to  cease  this  altercation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL— I  now  understand 
your  ruliog  to  be  final,  that  it  is  not  competent  for 
me  to  give  notice  of  the  motion  which  I  purposed 
giving.  I  beg  to  apologize  if  you  think  I  meant 
to  question  your  ruling.  Anything  of  the  sort 
was  far  from  my  mind. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  feel  assured  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  meant  no  discourtesy,  for 
I  have  always  received  the  greatest  courtesy  and 
consideration  from  the  honorable  member  and 
from  the  Council.  I  must  give  my  ruling  accord- 
ing  to  my  understanding  of  the  custom  of  the 
Council  and  the  practice  and  precedents  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  Council  aoyoumed  at  half-past  one  o'clock 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Qth  December,  1877. 


Second  Rending— Third  Sefuiin|(s  —  Bills  Discharged^ 
Holdtika  Oovemment  Hooae— Telegrftou  Copyright 
Bill~Cootolid»ted  Stock  Bill— Loan  BiU~Ap»rima 
Bridge— Kailway  Sarreys— Gold  Fields  Manioipalities 
— Wsste  Lands  Sale  Bill— Supply. 

Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelre  o'clock 
noon. 
Pbatbbs. 

SECOND  BBADINa. 
Queenstown  Waterworks  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Puhlic  Revenues  BUI  No.  2,  Lyttelton  Harbour 
Works  Compensation  Bill,  Queenstown  Water- 
works BUI. 

BILLS  DISCHARaED. 
Public  Works  Bill,  Public  Rerenues  Bill  No.  2, 
Sartoris,  Downe,  and  Others  Bill,  City  of  Auck- 
land Loans  BUI,  South  RakaU  Road  Board  BIH 
No.  2,  South  Rakaia  Road  Board  Bill  No.  1. 

UOKITIKA  (K)VERNMENT  HOUSE. 

Mr.  BARFF  asked  the  aoTemment,  If  they 
will  make  arrangements  for  resting  in  trustees; 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Hokitika,  the  building 
known  as  Qorernment  House,  in  the  Town  ox 
Hokitika,  together  with  that  portion  of  the  re- 
serve on  which  it  is  situated?  From  the  com- 
mencement of  settlement  in  Westland  there  had 
been  set  apart  a  portion  of  one  of  the  Govemmenfe 
reserres,  on  which  had  been  erected  a  building 
Imown  as  GoTemment  House.    It  was  used  as  % 
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residence  by  succemire  County  Chainnen,  then 
bj  the  Superintendent  of  the  rrorince  of  West- 
Isndi  and  since  the  abolition  of  the  proTinces  it 
had,  he  believed,  been  occupied  by  Uie  Hon.  Mr. 
Boriar.  The  people  of  HoKitika  were  extremely 
desirous  to  haye  the  building  set  apart  for  such 
purposes  as  they  might  deem  expedient  It  would 
be  yery  suitable  either  for  a  public  library  or  for 
a  library  and  museum  combined.  The  grounds 
were  yery  nieely  laid  out,  and  it  would  be  far 
better,  instead  of  keeping  up  an  establishment 
like  the  present,  that  it  should  be  deroted  to 
some  purpose  which  would  result  in  benefiting 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  He  misht  mention 
that  the  people  of  Hokitika  had  already  expressed 
a  strong  opinion  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  MACANDRKW  said  that  the  Goycm- 
ment  took  pretty  much  the  same  yiew  of  the 
matter  as  the  honorable  gentleman.  They  would 
inquire  into  it,  and,  if  there  was  no  objection, 
efieci  would  be  giyen  to  his  suggestion. 

TELEOBAMS  COPTBIGHT  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  asked  leaye  to  introduce  this 
BilL 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  hoped  that,  if  leave  to 
introduce  the  Bill  were  granted,  the  honorable 

fentleman  would  withdraw  it  on  the  first  reading, 
t  would  be  far  better  to  deal  with  the  subject 
next  session ;  and,  in  the  belief  that  the  House 
would  adopt  this  view,  he  would  not  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  question.  He  hoped  that  the 
Bill  would  not  go  beyond  the  first  reading. 

Mr.  REID  said  be  should  not  object  to  the 
Bill  if  the  copyright  were  confined  to  telegrams 
that  were  accurate.  He  hoped  that  the  protection 
would  not  be  extended  to  manufactured  ones. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  not  oppose  what  ap- 
peared to  be  the  feeling  of  the  House,  and  would 
therefore  ask  leare  to  withdraw  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BABFF  trusted  the  honorable  gentleman 
"would  not  withdraw  the  Bill.  He  had  not  bad 
time  to  consider  it,  but,  as  a  Prese  man  of  many 
years'  standing,  he  felt  convinced  that  one  portion 
of  the  Press  required  protection  against  another 
portion,  which  were  too  mean  to  pay  for  their 
own  triegrams,  and  were  not  too  proud  to  steal 
from  the  columns  of  their  contemporuries  tele- 
grams which  had  to  be  paid  for  at  a  yery  high 
rate.  The  end  of  Press  work  and  of  all  newspaper 
writing  was  to  furnish  the  public  with  the  earliest 
information  upon  all  matters ;  but,  unless  some 
measure  of  this  kind  were  passed,  those  who  were 
most  desirous  .of  furnishing  correct  information, 
at  considerable  cost  to  themselves,  would  still  con- 
tinue to  be  as  badly  treated  as  they  had  been  in 
times  past.  He  wished  the  House  to  under- 
•tand  tnat  he  spoke  as  an  expert.  Some  thou- 
■ands  of  these  telegrams  had  passed  through  his 
hands,  and  he  knew  that  they  were  regularly  re- 
produced by  other  papers,  freouently  in  an  altered 
iorm  to  avoid  prosecution.  He  trusted  the  Bill 
would  be  passed,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the 
respectableportion  of  the  Press. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  go  on  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  would  prefer  to  with- 
draw the  Bill,  because  he  was  satisfied  there  I 
Mr,  Barff 


would  be  a  long  discussion  about  it.  He  wooM 
ask  the  House  to  read  the  Bill  a  first  time  witboot 
discussion,  and  the  Goyemment  would  then  re- 
gurd  that  as  a  pledge  that  they  should  next  ^ear 
brin^  down  the  Bill  in  a  belter  form.  He  mi^ 
say,  m  reply  to  the  remark  of  the  honorable  mcfs- 
her  for  the  Taieri,  that,  if  the  copyright  were 
extended  to  accurate  telegrams  only,  the  number 
of  protected  telegrams  would  be  ao  small  that 
they  might  drop  the  measure  altoceiher.  If  the 
House  adopted  his  suggestion,  and  read  the  KU 
a  first  time,  it  would  be  brought  down  next  year, 
and  extended  eo  as  t-o  include  dramatic  copy- 
rights  which  were  feloniously  reproduced  in  the 
edony. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  on  Monday. 

Bir.  BABFF  said  that  meant  shelriog  tbe  BiH 
He  thought  that,  if  its  object  were  briefly  es- 
plained  to  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  were 
opposing,  they  would  withdraw  their  opposition. 
He  would  move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  presently. 

Sir  B.  DOUGLAS  cordially  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika,  and  hoped  the 
Bill  would  be  gone  on  with. 

Mr.  MANDEBS  thought  honorable  gentiemcn 
should  be  allowed  plenty  of  time  to  oonatder 
the  prorisions  of  this  Bill  before  they  were  asked 
to  pass  it.  He  held  that  it  was  not  right  to  pass 
such  a  Bill  hurriedly  at  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  thb  was  a  matter  which 
required  very  careful  consideration,  and  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  House  would  agree  to  postpofis 
the  Bill.  If  it  were  proceeded  with  it  wtmld 
occupy  a  long  time,  because  it  was  more  o 
plicated  than  Tionorable  gentlemen  supposed. 

Motion,  <*  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  f 
on  Monday  next,"  put  and  ne gatiyed. 

Question  put,  '*That  the  Bill  be  read  a  i 
time  presently ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         20 

Noes        » 


Majority  against 


12 


Miyor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Boweu, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Cnrtisi 


Atbs. 

I  Mr.  BoUeston. 
;  Mr.  Bowe, 
I  Mr.  Sheehan, 
,  Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  BaHT, 

;  Sir  B.  Douglas. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Macfiwlane, 
Mr.  Manders, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bidiardioo, 
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Mr.  Da  LMitoar, 
Mr.  Digoan, 
Kr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitnoy, 
Mr.  Qiaborne, 
Sir  a.  Ghrey, 
Mr.  TT%^Ui| 
Mr.  Hitlop, 
Mr.  Hun tnouae, 
Bir.  Johoiton, 
Mr.  Lumtden, 
The  motion  wm 


Captain  Boeeell, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teeohemaker, 
Mr.  Tola. 

Tell^rt. 
Mr.  Sbrimski, 
Mr.  Waaon. 
oonaeqaently  negatived. 


OONSOLIDATED  STOCK  BILL. 
Thia  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Clauie  8. — Cbremor  in  Council   may  create 
capital  atock,  to  be  called  "New  Zealand  Con- 
solidated Stock." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  stand  part  of 
the  Bill ; "  upon  which  a  difision  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  reanlt : — 

Ayea         38 

Woea         18 


Majority  for 


...        26 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Mandera, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Ormond,  • 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Trarers,' 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

TeUer$. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Sterena. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Swanaon, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tola. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Balunce, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Oirrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  fisher, 
Mr.  GHbbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
'Mr.  Hnrsthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
8ir  W.  Fitaherbert, 
Sir  Ot.  Grey, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
The  clause  was  conaeqnently  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House,  and  read  a  third 
Ume. 

LOAN  BILL. 
Thia  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  8.~Loan  of  £4,000,000  authorised  for 
certain  purpoaea. 

Mr.  B  ALLANCE  moTed,  That  the  amount  be 
reduced  to  £8,000,000. 

Queation  put,  "That  'three  million'  beinaerted 
in  Ueu  of  'four  million'  {"  upon  which  a  diriaion 
waa  oallad  for,  with  the  following  raault  :— 


Ayea         

Noea         

Minority  against .. 


26 
27 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.Bi^, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Disnan, 
Mr.  Fisner, 
Mr.  Q-isbome, 
Sir  a.  Orsy, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislqp, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Sbrimski, 
Mr.  Swanaon, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tola, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Tellen. 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  De  Lautour. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Trarers, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellen, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Sterens. 


PlIBS. 

Affainst 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  WUliams, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Bfr.  Button, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Cox. 


For. 
Mr.  Basting, 
Mr.  Hodgkmson, 
Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Pjke, 
Mr.  Beynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Wi^cefield, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  B.  G.  Wood. 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Major  ATKINSON  mored,  as  an  amendment, 
the  insertion  of  the  sum  of  £2,000,000. 

Question  put, "  That  'two  million'  be  inserted ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayea         25 

Noea         28 


Majority  againat . . . 


Major  Atkinaon, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Burns, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  BoUeaton, 
Mr.  Sterena,    . 
.  Mr.  Sutton, 
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Mr.  CurtiB, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Mr.  (^ibbs, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  HurBtboufe, 
Mr.  Johntton, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 


1  Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  TesohemaJ^er, 
Mr.  Travers, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellert. 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Richardson. 

NOBB. 

Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bees, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Sheeoan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole. 

TelUrt, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

PiJBS. 

Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Murray-Aynsley, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Button, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Stafford, 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Cox. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Balmnce, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 

For, 
Mr.  Basting, 
Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
Mr.  Lamaoh, 
Mr.  Lumsden, 
Mr.  Lusk, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Seaton, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  R.  G.  Wood. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
"two  million  five  hundred  thousand"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  clause  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

APARIMA  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  mored,  That  the  Order  of 
the  day  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
consider  of  an  address  to  His  Bxcellenoy  the 
Goremor,  requesting  him  to  cause  *to  be  placed  on 
the  Supplementary  Estimates  a  sum  sufficient  for 
thf^  erection  of  a  bridge  suitable  for  heayy  traffic 
on  the  Aparima  River  at  or  near  Collie's  Ford,  be 
discharged. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  House  go  into  Committee  to  consider  the 
resolution. 

Question  put,  '*That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon 
which  a  ditision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result: — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         80 


Majority  against... 
Mt^or  Mkinton 


10 


ATB8. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Captain  Besaril, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tescheimaker, 
Mr.  Waaon,      . 
Mr.  Wooleoek. 


I 
Noi 


TeUer9. 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Biobardaoii. 

B. 

Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Seymoiir, 
Mr.  Shoehan* 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanscm, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Teliert. 

Mr.  Salop, 

Mr.  Stout, 
as  consequently  agreed  to> 
into  Committeie  to  < 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent., 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Fitjsroy, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Carrington, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Sir  R.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Kahe, 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 
The  amendment  w 
and  the  House  went 
the  resolution. 

IN  OOmCITTBB. 

Mr.  REID  moved,  as  an  amendment,  Tliat, 
after  the  words  "  heavy  traffic,"  the  words  "  on 
the  Taieri  River,  at  East  Taieri,"  be  inserted. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  rather  surprised  at 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  Goveinment  in 
regard  to  this  question.  If  they  had  intended  to 
vote  for  the  resolution,  why  had  they  not  placed 
the  sum  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates,  and  so 
saved  the  time  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY  moved,  That  the  ChairaBan 
leave  the  chair;  because  this  resolution  was 
brought  forward  by  the  honoraUe  member  for 
Riverton  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  his  (Mr. 
Kennedy's)  honorable  colleague  carried  a  siaBilar 
resolution  for  a  bridge  over  the  Grey  Valley.  He 
now  found  that  some  of  the  members  who  were 
supporting  the  present  motion  had  Toted  against 
that  of  his  honorable  colleague.  He  could  also 
remember  that  the  Native  Minister  declared  in 
his  place  that  he  would  not  be  found  oppoatnf 
votes  for  any  works  because  they  were  preamted 
by  members  of  the  Opposition,  or  supporting 
votes  because  they  were  present€»d  bj  tlkoee  who 
supported  *him.  This  was  a  case  in  point,  and  he 
was  sure  that  the  members  of  the  Miniatiy  wen 
no  more  aware  of  the  oirenmstances  of  Uiis  bridge 
than  they  were  of  that  proposed  by  hie  coBaague 
for  GreyViUlev. 

Mr.  W.  W50D  said  it  was  wwrj  desinUe 
that  they  should  waste  no  more  time  orer  thu 
matter.  There  had  been  disoosaiona  upon  it, 
and  two  dirisions,  and  the  resolntiim  had  been 
earned.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  hridgs 
over  the  Grey  Bivtr,  that  would  tnvoivt#  Q^  «■. 
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jMnditmre  of  as  numj  ^lontands  as  the  ooxntrac- 
tion  of  the  bridge  over  the  Aparima  would  cost 
hundreds^  and  he  thought  the  Utter  was  a  work 
of  more  importance  than  the  former. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  said  it  was  true  that  this 
matter  had  been  discussed,  and,  if  he  remembered 
rightly,  the  honorable  member  who  brought  for- 
ward the  motion  was  anxious  to  withdraw  it,  but 
he  was  compelled  to  go'  to  a  dirision,  and  the 
dirisioB  was  in  faronr  of  the  resolution.  They 
were  now  going  to  ibUow  up  that  by  compelling 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  accept  a  rote  which 
he  was  only  too  anxious  to  withdraw.  He  was 
not  aware  that  money  was  so  Tery  plentiful  that 
the  GK>Temment  should  be  so  exceedmgly  anxious 
to  burden  the  Supplementary  Estimates  with  an 
amount  for  the  object  stated. 

Mr.  RIOHABDSON  said  his  reason  for  mov- 
ing that  the  Order  be  discharged  was,  that  the 
resolution  come'  to  on  a  previous  occasion  had 
been  carried  absolutely  against  the  wish  of  the 
honorable  member  for  RiTcrton.  He  thought 
they  should  hare  some  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  GK>Temment  as  to  whether  they  approved  of 
this  motion  or  not. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  hoped  the  House  would  allow 
the  resolution  to  pass,  as  nothing  would  come  of 
it  this  session. 

Captain  MORRIS  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  Valley  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
after  the  assurance  just  given  by  the  Hon.  the 
Kative  Minister. 

Motion,  "That  the  Chairman  do  leave  the 
ohair,"  put  and  negatived. 

Qnestion  put,  *'That  the  resolution  be  agreed 
to ;"  upon  whidi  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         28 

Noes 21 


Majority  for 


Mr.Barff, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carriogton, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 

Miyor  AtkinsoDy 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Gisbonot 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthonse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Itat.  Macifisrlaiu^ 
Qaptainl 


£ 


Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanton, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

TeUer$. 
Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Stout. 

N0B8. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Captain  Rnssdl, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Wodoook. 

Mr.  Fitxroj^ 
Mr.- 


The  resolution  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
reported  to  the  House. 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  resolution  be  read  a 
second  time ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  mdled 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         26 


Minority  against . . . 


Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Barff; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  J<^ce, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Bfr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
The  motion  was 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
TeUer$, 
Mr.  Hislop. 
Mr.  Stoat 


Noi 


Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  Woolcook. 

Tellert. 
Mr.  Fitxroy, 
Mr.  Teschemaker. 


Su] 


consequently  negatived. 

RAILWAY  SURVEYS. 
On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 


r.  MONTGOMERY  said  that,  as  it  was 
possible  that  certain  Bills  passed  by  the  House 
mi^t  not  become  law,  he  would  move.  That  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Government  should,  during  the 
recess,  cause  extended  surveys  to  be  made  of  the 
lines  mentioned  in  the  following  Bills :  The  Strath 
Taieri  Railway  Bill,  the  Canterbury  Railways 
Bill,  and  the  Hutt-Waikanae  Railway  Bill ;  and 
cause  the  result  of  such  surveys,  with  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  construction  of  the  railways,  to 
be  laid  before  the  House  next  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  he  could  not  move  the  motion,  as  it  re- 
ferred to  works  which  had  already  received  the 
consideration  of  the  House  and  been  dealt  with 
by  it. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  would  like  to  state  that 
he  regretted  that  the  honorable  gentleman  should 
have  anticipated  that  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  would  deal  so  unceremoniouslv  as  to 
throw  these  Bills  out.  In  any  case,  he  thought 
the  Government  would  be  perfectly  warranted, 
after  the  resolutions  which  had  been  come  to  by 
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ihe  House  with  retpaot  to  these  railwajs,  in 

getting  the  survejs  made.    That  would,  he  be- 
ered,  cost  yerj  little. 

GOLD  FIELDS  MUNICIPALITIES. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that,  at  the  instance  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East,  an 
amendment  was  introduced  into  the  Financial 
Arrangements  Bill  by  which  the  proceeds  of 
mining  leases  in  gold  fields  municipalities  were  to 
be  given  to  the  municipality,  but  no  provision 
was  made  with  regard  to  the  export  duty.  He 
would  ask  the  Premier  to  consider  during  the 
recess  whether  a  share  of  the  gold  export  duty 
should  not  also  be  giren  to  the  municipality. 

Sir  G.  GEEY  said  the  subject  would  be  con- 
sidered during  the  recess,  with  a  yiew  to  coming 
to  some  arrangement  next  year. 

WASTE  LANDS  SALE  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislatire  Council  in  this 
BOL 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  Legislative  Council 
had  made  a  most  important  amendment  in  the 
Bill,  having  struck  out  the  clause  which  had  been 
inserted  in  the  House  making  the  homestead 
system  applicable  to  the  whole  of  the  colony.  As 
a  majority  of  the  House  had  agreed  to  that  pro- 
vision, he  did  not  think  honorable  members  would 
like  to  give  it  up,  at  all  events,  without  having  a 
Conference  with  the  other  House  on  the  subject. 
He  would  therefore  move,  That  the  amendment 
be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  thought  it  would  be  a  pity  to 
spend  time  now  in  having  a  Conference.  The 
matter  had  already  been  fully  discussed.  His 
objection  was  this :  that,  if  a  system  of  this  sort 
was  to  be  introduced,  it  ought  only  to  be  after 
careful  consideration  of  the  different  land  laws  of 
the  various  parts  of  the  colony. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  amendment  made  by 
the  Legislative  Council  in  section  10  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Sale  Bill  be  not  agreed  to  ; "  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes         

29 

Noes         

28 

Majority  for 

1 

ATB8.                              ~ 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Mr.  0*Borke, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Pyke. 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Bums, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

BIr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Sheeban, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bees. 

Mr,  Jfacandrmf 

KOM. 
Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  McLean, 

Bfr.  Ballanoe,  Oaptam  Morris, 

Mr.  Beetham,  Mr.  Bicfaardten, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Bfr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Tawiti, 

Sir  R.  Douglas,  Mr.  Teschemakar, 

Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  Traven, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Bir.  Wason. 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  EeUy,  TVOsrf. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Pitfroy, 

Mr.  Macforlane,  Mr.  Bollestoo, 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 

Managers  were  appointed  to  draw  up  rsiioni  for 

disagreeing  with  the  amendment. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Oommittea  of  Supply. 

Class  I.—lKiaaBATioK  aitd  Ptbxjc  Woui. 

Immigration,  £184,626. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  thought  that  the  expeoditiiit 
in  free  immigration  should  cease.  He  was  qoila 
willing  that  the  nomina^n  system  should  eon< 
tinue.  He  considered  that  immigratioo  should  be 
left  to  the  voluntary  and  nomination  systems.  He 
should  like  to  know  whether  it  was  the  inieotioB 
of  the  Government  to  reduce  free  immigration. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that,  pvacticalJj,  im- 
migration was  now  being  confined  to  notninalfd 
immigrants. 

Mr.  TRAVERS  said  that  the  Government 
should  consider  the  whole  question  of  immigra- 
tion, with  the  view  of  affording  assistance  to  olher 
persons  than  those  of  the  labouring  olaaeee,  and 
who  would  maiie  valuable  settlers.  It  waa  very 
hard  that  those  persons  should  have  to  come  out 
at  their  own  expense,  while  lal)ourers  rooetved 
considerable  assistance  in  the  reduction  of  i 


money. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  that  the  Gh>Ten- 
ment  would  consider  the  matter  seriously  belors 
they  resolved  to  do  away  with  free  inmiigratioa. 
That  system  should  not  be  allowed  to  oeaae  until 
there  was  a  stream  of  immigration  to  the  oountiy 
of  not  less  than  5,000  persons  annuallj.  If  thsj 
ceased  to  introduce  a  moderate  number  of  people, 
he  was  quite  sure  that  the  hard  times  which 
usually  succeeded,  more  or  less,  a  period  of  pros- 
perity would  be  considerably  increased.  No 
doubt  the  most  desirable  dMs  of  immigrants 
were  those  nominated  by  their  friends :  aUll,  he 
trusted  that  the  Government  would  not  give  up 
the  system  of  free  immigration. 

Bir.  MACANDREW  said  that,  from  a  retun 
which  had  been  published  showing  the  monthly 
number  of  nominated  immigrant^  it  would  be 
found  that  the  number  was  increasing  vapidly, 
and  now  amounted  to  more  than  6/XM)  pertoos 
per  annum. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  intention  was  to 
gradually  reduce  the  free  system  of  immigrataos. 
That  system  mnst  some  tame  eome  to  an  sad. 
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They  would  be  able  to  keep  up  a  regular  stream 
of  immigration  bj  the  nomination  system. 

Item,  £184,626,  agreed  to. 

Adyances  for  immigration  purposes,  £14,380 
138.  7d.,  agreed  to. 

Class  II. 

Public  Works,  Head  Office,  £14,775,  agreed  to. 

Agent-General's  Department,  London,  £1,677 
10s. 

Mr.  REE3  said  lie  thought  instructions  should 
be  giTen  to  keep  the  expenses  of  this  depart- 
ment down  as  low  as  possible.  He  hoped  the 
Ch)Ternment  would  give  attention  to  the  matter 
daring  tlie  recess. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  this  sum  was  at  present 

Eaid  out  of  loan,  but  he  thought  it  ought  to 
e  borne  on  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  colony. 
Although  the  office  was  largely  connected  with 
public  works,  it  was  also  intimately  connected 
with  the  Postal  and  other  departments,  and  it« 
cost  should  therefore  be  borne  on  the  ordinary 
revenue. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  instructions  had 
been  given  by  the  late  Government,  and  were 
being  followed  up  by  the  present  Goyemment,  to 
reduce  the  expense  of  the  department  as  much  as 
poasible. 

Item,  £1,677  10s.,  agreed  to. 

Photo-lithographic  and  lithographic  branches, 
£2,525  10s.,  agreed  to. 

Olass  III.— Railwats. 

Kawakawa,  £6,118,  agreed  to. 

Kaipara-Puniu,  £142,830,  agreed  to. 

Napicr-Manawatu,  £75,668,  agreed  to. 

Wellington-Masterton,  £162,677,  agreed  to. 

Waitara-Patea,  £60,000,  agreed  to. 

Patea-Manawatu  North,  £141,956,  agreed  to. 

Nelson-Foxhill,  £11,083,  agreed  to. 

Picton-Blenheim,  £29,285,  agreed  to. 

Brunner-Greymoutb,  £85,0C^,  agreed  to. 

Westport-Ngakawau,  £88,234,  agreed  to. 

Amberley-Waitaki  and  northwards  (with  bridge 
taxd  branch  lines),  £182,754. 

Mr.  WA80N  drew  attention  to  the  want  of 
storage  for  grain  on  this  particular  line.  The 
report  of  the  Railway  Committee  touched  upon 
this  matter,  but  did  not  deal  with  it  in  an  alto- 
aether  satisfactory  manner.  They  considered  that 
it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Gorernment  to  provide 
storage,  but  he  thoueht  the  Gt>vemment,  acting 
as  common  carriers,  should  make  proper  provision 
for  storage.  At  the  present  time  they  did  not 
do  80,  and  the  result  was  that  great  injury  was 
inflicted  upon  the  fanners,  who  desired  to  get 
their  wheat  on  board  ship  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  to  have  it  properly  taken  care  of  in  transit. 
At  present  it  was  thrown  down  on  the  ground, 
wet  or  dry,  a  tarpaulin  was  thrown  over  it,  and 
there  it  was  allowed  to  remain.  The  matter  was 
really  of  importance  to  the  farmers,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  Gt>Temment  would  give  attention  to  it. 

B(^r.  SUEEHAN  said  there  was  no  doubt  that 
everything  should  be  done  to  facilitate  traffic. 
The  Government  would  carefully  consider  the 
report  of  the  Railway  Committee,  and  would 


carry  out  those  recommendations  which  would 
conduce  to  that  end. 

Item,  £182,754,  agreed  to. 

Waitaki-Bluff  (with  branches),  £365,488, 
agreed  to. 

Winton-Kingston,  £39,296,  agreed  to. 

Western  Railways,  £37,587,  agreed  to. 

Surveys  of  new  lines  and  roads,  £10,000,  agreed 
to. 

Estimated  additional  cost  of  land  on  author- 
ized lines  of  railway  and  additional  rolling  stock, 
£43,208. 

Mr.  BURNS  hoped  the  Government  would 
give  effect  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  with 
reference  to  the  manufacture  of  rolling  stock  in 
the  colony. 

Item,  £43,206,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Roads. 
North  Wand,  £32,071  Os.  8d.,  agreed  to. 
Nelson  South- West  Oold  Fielcb,  £17,801  6t. 
4d.,  agreed  to. 

Westland,  £19,163  46.  3d.,  agreed  to. 
Hokitika-Christchurch,  £5,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. 
Land  Purchaees,  North  Island,  £91,825 190.  9d., 
agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 

Waterworks  on  cold  fields,  £90,907  6s.  2d. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  would  call  attention  to  the 

question  of  the  Mikonui  Water-race.     This  was 

a  work  which  was  absolutely  essential  to  the 

S roper  development  of  the  gold  field  of  that 
istrict,  and,  if  constructed,  would  turn  that 
which  was  now  a  comparatively  poor  gold  field 
into  a  veiy  rich  and  populous  one.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  have  high  water  pressure  in  order  to  work 
the  district  properly,  as  was  shown,  bj^  papers 
presented  to  the  House,  to  be  the  opinion  of 
professional  men.  He  might  also  say  that  the 
opinion  of  the  late  Colonial  IVeasurer  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  construction  of  this 
work,  as  would  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the 
report  in  Hansard  upon  the  subject.  In  that 
year  a  sum  was  put  down  for  a  preliminary  sur- 
vey, and  last  year  £16,000  was  put  on  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  construction  of  the  first  section  of 
the  race,  including  the  tunnel.  The  Government 
called  for  tenders  for  that  work,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  cost  would  be  one  or  two  thousand 
pounds  more  than  had  been  voted.  No  tender 
was  accepted  for  the  construction  of  the  work, 
and  this  year  there  was  a  sum  of  £15,650  put  on 
the  Estimates,  but  attached  to  it  was  a  condition, 
expressed  in  the  Statement  of  the  late  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  that  that  sum  would  be  given 
as  a  sort  of  bonus  to  any  contractor  who  satisfied 
the  Gt>vemment  that  he  would  complete  the  race. 
There  were  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
carrying  out  such  an  arrangement,  and  he  hoped 
the  present  Government,  looking  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  work,  and  also  to  the  pledge  which 
had  been  given  by  the  colony  that  it  should  be 
carried  out,  would  take  steps  to  have  it  com- 
pleted. 

Mr.  TRAVERS  would  be  glad  to  support  any 
vote  for  striking  out  the  whole  of  this  class.    In 
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no  other  country  did  the  Goremment  undertake 
to  make  water-races  for  gold  companiee.  In 
California,  for  instance,  they  were  made  by  pri- 
Tiite  companies,  and  were  found  to  be  very  profit- 
able uudertakings.  Hero,  howerer,  the  Q-oTcrn- 
ment  was  in  the  habit  of  constructing  these  works, 
receiying  some  indirect  return  in  the  shape  of 
interest  on  the  cost  of  construction.  The  prices 
charged  for  the  use  of  sluice-heads  to  companies 
by  those  who  undertook  to  construct  water-races 
iu  California  and  Oregon  were  sufficient  to  induce 
a  large  number  of  persons  to  engage  in  that 
work.  He  beliered,  in  some  cases,  as  much  as  a 
quarter  to  three-quarters  of  a  million  of  money 
bad  been  inyested  in  such  works,  and  had  been 
found  a  very  profitable  inTcstment.  Some  of  the 
races  were  from  eighty  to  ninety  miles  in  length, 
and  carried  small  rirers,  doing  great  benefits  to 
the  districts  through  which  they  ran.  He  looked 
upon  these  works  as  of  that  class  of  politicol 
works  which  recommended  themselyes  so  much 
to  members  from  the  gold  fields,  because  they 
could  go  back  to  their  constituents  with  all  the 
SclcU  m.  having  secured  for  them  out  of  the  rere* 
noes  of  the  colony  sums  of  money  for  dcTeloping 
an  interest  which  ought  to  bear  the  whole  cost  of 
the  machinery  necessary  to  bring  it  into  opera- 
tion. 

Mr.  MACAKDBEW  said  the  €h>Temment 
had  had  this  matter  under  consideration,  and  he 
might  say  that  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Totara  was  perfectly  correct.  The 
sum  intended  to  be  applied  to  the  work  by  the 
late  Qt)Ternment  was  £16,000,  but  it  was  found 
that  it  would  cost  some  £70,000  to  £80,000.  The 
present  Government  intended  to  see  if  the  work 
could  not  be  construct<ed  during  the  recess,  and 
at  a  less  price  than  the  tenders  which  had  been 
sent  in.  If  private  individuals  could  be  found 
to  undertake  the  construction  of  the  race,  the 
Government  would  be  disposed  to  go  on  with  it. 
The  total  cost  was  estimated  at  from  £70,000  to 
£30,000,  and,  if  the  sum  of  £16,000  was  taken 
from  that,  it  would  leave  something  over  £60,000 
to  be  found  by  private  individuals.  The  Qofem- 
ment  would  then  be  prepared  to  guarantee 
a  company  3  per  cent,  if  the  county  would 
guorantee  another  3  per  cent,  so  as  to  make  the 
total  guarantee  6  per  cent,  on  the  work.  This 
was  no  new  idea,  as  the  same  class  of  works  had 
been  carried  out  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Whether  thev  would  turn  out  a  success  or  not 
remained  to  be  proved,  but  at  all  events  there 
was  this  to  be  said,  that,  if  unsuccessful  as  mining 
works,  they  would  be  very  successful  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  as  they  would  make  large  areas 
of  country  available  for  the  agriculturist.  With 
regard  to  the  country  through  which  the  race 
now  proposed  would  pass,  he  was  not  aware 
whether  or  not  the  same  remark  would  apply, 
or  what  extent,  if  any,  of  agricultural  country 
the  race  would  affect. 

Mr.  TEAVERS  had  merely  said  that  this  class 
of  works  was  peculiar  to  the  Government  of  New 
Zealand,  not  that  this  particular  work  was  new  to 
the  colony. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  the  argument  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wellington  (Sty  might  just  as  well 
Mr,  Tratrers 


be  urged  with  regard  to  railways  as  with  npoA 
to  these  works,  because  railways  were  alao  con- 
structed by  private  companies  m  America.  The 
work  in  question  was  absolutely  removed  from  the 
class  of  works  called  particular,  as  he  knew  veij 
well,  having  been  in  Westland  in  1869,  when  it 
was  propoMd  to  undertake  the  work.  Had  the 
Gt>vemment  of  that  day  taken  the  matter  in 
hand  when  it  was  found  that  the  County  Conn* 
cil  could  not  undertake  it,  there  would  now  be 
many  thousand  more  people  in  the  district 
The  race,  if  completed,  would  be  of  enormou 
value,  and  he  trusted  that  the  House  would  see 
that  something  was  done  in  the  matter.  This  dasi 
of  works  was  not  at  all  excep^nal  to  New  Zea- 
land, because  in  the  Colony  of  Yictoria  large  sums 
of  money  were  spent  by  the  Gt>vernm«it  in  the 
constructidn  of  reservoirs  for  cold  fields. 

Mr.  BABFF  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  reij 
wrong  to  deal  hardly  with  this  portion  of  tne 
Estimates  simply  because  the  House  was  reoom* 
mended  to  do  so  by  an  honorable  gentleman  who 
really  had  no  practical  knowled^  whatever  of 
gold  fields.  With  regard  to  the  particular  work 
alluded  to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Totara, 
it  would  be  a  dead  loss  not  to  go  on  with  the 
work,  as  there  had  already  been  a  lai^  expendi- 
ture on  it. 

Mr.  OBMONB  said  that  very  lar^  sums  had 
been  spent  on  these  water-races.  With  regard  to 
this  particular  water-race,  after  the  vote  was  taken 
it  was  found  that  a  very  much  larger  sum  vonU 
be  required  to  complete  the  race,  otherwise  no 
benefit  would  be  derived  from  it.  He  was  s^ad  to 
hear  the  Minister  for  Lands  state  that  the  Goreni- 
ment  would  not  agree  to  the  expenditure  unlMS 
on  condition  that  money  was  found  by  prirats 
enterprise  to  assist  in  completing  the  work.  That 
was  the  understanding  oi  the  late  GoVbmment, 
and  they  would  not  have  committed  the  colony  to 
an  expenditure  of  £81,000. 

Mr.  GIBBS,  afWr  the  discussions  which  had 
taken  place  during  previous  sessions  with  regard 
to  this  work,  felt  that  it  would  be  as  well  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  looe  the 
money — £349,000  —already  spent  on  the  woi^ 
rather  than  incur  the  great  expenditure  now  pro- 
posed. There  was  a  conflict  of  opinion  as  to  the 
value  of  the  work,  and  his  own  opinion  was  that 
the  money  spent  by  the  colony  on  vaxAi.  works 
would  be  found  to  be  the  least  valuable  and  the 
least  profitable  to  the  colony  of  any  expenditure. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  thought  that  this  was  a  matter 
which  might  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  they  would  no  doubt  spend  the  mon^ 
in  such  a  manner  as  would  be  most  advantageoos 
to  the  public  at  large. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOITB  observed  that  there  was  a 
sum  of  £2,800  on  the  Estimates  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Mount  Ida  Water-race,  which  was 
,  now  producing  a  rovenue.  He  understood  that 
the  late  Gt)vemment  intended  to  cease  to  pay  the 
engineer.  He  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
County  Council,  with  a  revenue  of  £5,000  a  year, 
could  not  afibrd  to  keep  an  ennneer.  It  woold 
be  a  wise  thing  to  make  up  the  Boad  Inspeotoi^s 
salary  to  the  amount  he  received  as  I>istri0t 
Engineer,  so  that  the  county  might  be  ablo  to 
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retain  his  service'.  It  would  bo  a  great  pity  for 
the  Government  to  leave  a  work  of  such  magni- 
tude to  be  cared  for  during  the  next  twelve 
months  bj  an  unvkilledperson. 

•  Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  the  matter 
irould  be  considered  by  the  Goremment. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  the  proposal  of  the  late 
Goremment  was  to  hand  over  these  races,  when 
(Completed,  to  the  County  Councils  to  be  managed 
by  them,  and  that  the  counties  should  have  the 
revenues  derived  from  them.  Proposals  to  that 
Effect  were  made  to  the  County  Councils,  but  they 
considered  that  the  responsibilities  were  too  large, 
and  they  did  not  undertake  them.  By  adopting 
that  course  they  lost  a  large  amount  of  rerenue. 

Item,  jB90,907  68.  2d.,  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. 
Prospecting   and   developing .  of  coal  mines, 
£1,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. 
Telegn^h  extension,  £24,700,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. 

Public  buildings,  £26,652,  agreed  to. 

Postal  and  telegraph,  £11,315,  agreed  to. 

Customs,  £750,  agreed  to. 

Offices  for  public  departmenta,  £35,875,  agreed 
to. 

Lunatic  asylums,  £34,800. 

Mr.  TRAVERS  said  the  £2,000  put  down  for 
Wellington  would  be  insufficient  to  improve  the 
Asjlum  so  as  to  afibrd  the  necessary  accommoda- 
tion, when  they  considered  the  lar^e  number  of 
lunatics  there  were  in  that  institution.  A  more 
ill-constructed  and  ill-oontrircd  building  than  the 
Wellington  Asylum  never  was  erected  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 

Item,  £34,300,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous,  £]S,900,  agreed  to. 

ScBool  buildings,  £50,000. 

Mr.  TRAVERS  said  that,  when  the  Ute  Qto- 
vemment  expressed  their  intention  of  putting  a 
vote  of  £50,000  on  tl^  Public  Works  Estimates 
for  school  buildings,  tlie  House  was  anxious  to 
know  in  what  way  the  money  was  to  be  spent. 
There  was  a  rumour  afloat  that,  of  that  sum, 
£34,000  was  to  be  expended  on  school  buildings 
in  Canterbury.  The  Committee  would  like  to 
have  some  information  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
this  vote  was  to  be  expended  or  distributed. 

Mr.  8HEEHAN  said  there  was  no  arrange- 
Inent  made  of  the  kind  referred  to.  The  sum 
was  placed  on  the  Estimates  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  whole  colony. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  how 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  could 
have  entertained  the  idea  that  the  mater  propor- 
tion of  the  money  was  to  be  expended  in  Canter- 
bury. The  proposal  of  the  late  Government  was 
to  spend  the  money  where  there  was  the  least 
school  room.  There  was  more  school  room  in 
proportion  to  population  in  Canterbury  than  else- 
where. The  rumour  alluded  to  was  absolutely 
contrary  to  what  the  late  Gt>vemment  had  stated 
to  the  House  on  this  subject. 

•  Item,  £50,000,  agreed  to. 

VOL.  XXVII.-«6. 


Class  X. 
Lighthouses,  £33,800,  agreed  to. 

SlTFFLEMEKTABY  ESTIMATES. 

LuBiLiTiBS,  1876-77,  Chabgbabls  on  Cqv- 

80LIDATBD  FUNS. 

Public  Departments,  &c.,  £64,870,  agreed  ta 

Legislative  Departments,  £2,500. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  wished  to  know  whether 
the  Government  intended  to  spend  this  money. 
There  was  a  notice  of  motion  on  the  Paper  dis- 
agreeing  with  the  proposal  to  erect  a  library. 

Mr.  SHEEHAI)  said  the  matter  was  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  House.  The  vote,  he  under- 
stood, was  placed  on  the  Estimates  at  the  sugges* 
tion  of  the  Joint  Library  Committee. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Library  Com- 
mittee addressed  the  late  CK>vemment  on  the 
subject,  and  were  very  urgent  in  regard  to 
the  matter.  His  own  view  was,  that  it  misht  be 
allowed  to  stand  over ;  but  the  Speakers  of  both 
Houses  were  of  opinion  that  the  building  should 
be  gone  on  with  without  delay,  and  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  feel  justified  in  opposing  it. 

Mr.  STOUT  thought  the  present  library  build- 
ings would  answer  all  purposes  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  necessity  to 
erect  a  new  building. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  pointed  out  that  the 
library  was  an  exceedingly  valuable  one,  and  the 
buildings  were  eminentlv  unsuitable  on  account 
of  the  risk  of  fire.  The  Committee  were  of 
opinion  that  a  fire-proof  building  should  be 
erected  on  the  site  at  the  back  of  the  Parlia- 
ment Buildings.  If  the  seat  of  Gt>vemment  was 
to  remain  here,  a  proper  building  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  safe  custody  of  the  books. 

Mr.  SWANSON  thought  the  library  should  be 
readily  accessible,  imd  not  on  a  detached  site,  in 
order  that  members  should  be  close  at  hand  when 
a  division  took  place. 

Mr.  BURNS  hoped  the  Committee  wonld 
pause  before  passing  the  vote.  The  whole  of 
the  Parliamentary  Buildings  were  a  muddle  from 
beginning  to  ei^d,  and  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  go 
on  patcmng  them.  He  should  strongly  oppose 
the  vote. 

Mr.  BRANDON  considered  it  a  mty  henM*- 
able  members  should  take  that  view.  The  library', 
which  was  an  exceedingly  valuable  one,  was  m 
very  great  danger ;  and,  as  to  the  inaccessibility 
of  the  proposed  new  buildings,  members  could 
easily  be  warned  of  divisions  by  means  of  an 
electric  bell. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  item  be  agreed  to ;  ^ 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         22 

Noes         83 


Migority  against . . . 


11 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Curtis, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Captain  Bustell, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
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Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Di^an, 
Mr.  FiteroT, 
Mr.  GLbbs, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hanter, 
Mr.  Johnston,  * 
Cflkptain  Morris, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Barff, 
Mr.  Beetbam, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Oarrington, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Jojee, 
Mr,  Kellj, 
^f  r.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 


Mr.  SteTens, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Wason. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Rolleston. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 
Mr.  Murraj, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Reea, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Trarers, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 
Tellere. 
Mr.  Burns, 
Mr.  Stout. 


The  item  was  consequently  struck  out. 
Stamp  Department,  £142  10s.,  agreed  to. 
Electoral  Department,  £25,  agreed  to. 
Crown  Lands  Department,  £11,350,  agreed  to. 

Class  IL 
Department  of  Justice,  £60,  agreed  to. 
Land  Claims  Office,  £850,  agreied  to. 
Supreme  Court,  £12,  agreed  to. 
District  Courts,  £25,  agreed  to. 
Resident  Magistrates'  and  Wardeni^  Courts, 
£781  12s.  6d.,  agreed  to. 
Prisons,  £472  18s.,  agreed  to. 

CLASS  III. 
Telegraphies  £16,  agreed  ta 

Class  IV. 
Marine,  £8,208  18s.  Id.,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. 
Office  of  Colonial  Architect,  £25,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. 
Railways,  £250,  agreed  to. 

Class  XI. 
Miscellaneous,  temporary,  and  spedal  objects, 
£24,827  5s.  8d.,  agreed  to. 

Public  libraries  subsidies,  £5,000,  agreed  to. 

Ctbbxnt  Sibyicbs—Chabobablb  ok  Land 

FUKD. 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £1,580,  agreed  to. 

Surreys,  £8,893  Os.  6d.,  agreed  to. 

Misoellaneouf ,  £28,802  7s.  5d. 

Mr.  STOUT  did  not  understand  why  the  school 
buildings  of  Canterbuzy  should  hare  such  a  large 
sum  Toted  for  them  as  £15,000. 

Mr.  McLBAK. — It  is  chargeable  on  their  Land 
Fund. 

ifr.  Brandon 


Mr.  STOUT,  under  those  circumstances,  had 
no  objection  to  the  item. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  fact  of  Canterbury  contributing  so 
liberally  out  of  its  Land  Fund  for  school  bmld* 
ings  would  deprire  that  district  of  it«  share  of 
the  £50,000  that  was  to  be  distributed  among»i 
the  different  districts  for  these  buildings. 

Mr.  BOWEN  thought  the  way  in  which  thie 
£50,000  should  be  distributed  would  be  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  children  of  school  age  in  each 
district,  and  the  proportion  of  school  room  to 
that  number,  and  tlien  to  distribute  the  money  in 
such  a  way  that  each  district  should  bare  sufficient 
buildings  in  which  to  educate  the  children. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  Canterbury  people 
had  shown  a  rery  good  example  in  this  mait«r. 
They  had  taken  money  from  their  land  for  these 
school  buildings,  which  money  they  could  hare 
dcToted  to  other  purposes.  The  House  had  w^ 
thing  to  say  to  that,  and  would  of  course  distri- 
bute the  £50,000  without  t^ng  this  other  sum 
into  consideration.   - 

Item,  £28,802  7s.  5d.,  agreed  to. 

Unauthorized  expenditure,  £31,796  4s.  Id. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  the  item,  *'  Grant  to  County  of 
Collingwood  for  road  works.  West  Wanganui 
Gbld  Field,  £500,"  should  not  be  placed  under 
the  head  of  *'  Unauthorized  Ependiture."  The 
money  had  been  well  expended,  but  it  ought  not 
to  bo  charged  upon  the  consolidated  rerenue.  It 
should  have  been  charged  to  the  Native  Trust 
Estate  Fund.  It  would  be  well  for  the  GoTcm- 
ment  to  consider  whether  they  should  not  ex- 
tinguish the  Native  title  to  the  estate  on  which 
the  road  works  were  carried  out.  There  were 
only  a  few  Natives  to  deal  with,  and  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  dispose  of 
their  right 

B£r.  SHEEHAN  said  the  county  was  not 
charged  with  the  money,  and  he  would  inquire 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  was  improperiy  charged. 

Mr.  SWANSON  wished  some  information  on 
the  item,  "  Preliminary  survey  of  New  Plymouth 
Harbour,  £677 18s.  1  Id."  If  that  was  the  cost  of 
the  preliminary  survey  he  did  not  know  where 
the  expenditure  would  lead  to. 

Mr.  KELLT  explained  that  the  surrey  had 
been  made  for  the  Harbour  Board  by  the  officers 
of  the  Government,  who  were  engaged  upon  the 
work  for  several  months.  3?he  money  woiUd  have 
to  be  refunded  by  the  Board. 

Item,  £31,796  4s.  Id.,  agreed  to. 

For  services  in  excess  of  appropriations — Native 
Lands  Court,  £3,490  6s.  Id.,  agreed  to. 

Supplementary  Immigration  and  Publie  Woiki, 
£186,300. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved.  That  the  item  be  re- 
duced by  £180,000.  He  thought  the  local  bodies 
should  construct  the  roads  and  bridges. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  explained  tbat  theee  items 
existed  in  almost  the  same  shape  when  the  prs* 
sent  Government  came  into  office,  and  they  had 
evidently  been  considered  by  some  one  of  their 
predecessors.  The  items  for  public  works  would 
amount  to  a  considerable  sum  of  monev,  but  no 
doubt  honorable  memtiers  could  say  toat  each 
particidar  work  vras  an  essential  one  to  be  canrisd 


Digitized  by 


Google 


X877.] 


iSupplif. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply, 


765 


oat.  The  position  which  the  QoTernment  took 
up  with  respect  to  these  items  was  this:  While 
thej  took  the  TOte  of  the  House,  the  Government 
would  satisfy  themselTes  that  the  particular  ap- 
propriation was  warranted  bj  the  fact  that  it  would 
be  a  public  benefit.  There  was  an  objection  to 
this  system  of  Toting  monej.  If  they  were  to 
supplement  the  monejs  alreadj  Toted  to  local 
bodiea  in  the  shape  of  ordinary  land  rerenue,  it 
ought  to  bo  done  upon  some  broad  and  definite 
principle  whereby  every  local  body  should  hare 
some  benefit  for  the  expenditure.  They  all  ad- 
mitted that ;  but  it  was  impossible  this  session  to 
adopt  sucli  a  system.  For  some  years  to  come 
the  local  bodies  would  not  bo  able  to  bear  the 
burdens  that  would  bo  put  upon  them.  Eren  with 
the  subsidies  they  received  a  great  many  of  them 
would  be  unable  to  maintain  the  main  lines  of 
jroad  and  the  main  bridges.  Their  funds  must  be 
supplemented  if  tbey  were  expected  to  open  up 
the  country  for  settlement.  He  referred  to  those 
parts  of  the  count  it  where  there  would  be  no 
railway  communication  for  many  years,  and  those 
parts  of  the  country  which  were  a  long  way  off 
from  any  lines  of  railway.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
large  stims  would  have  to  be  found  for  some  years 
to  come  to  put  tlie  main  roads  and  bridges  of  the 
country  into  something  like  decent  order.  The 
Qovemment,  through  the  pressure  of  business, 
had  been  unable  to  make  inquiries  into  the  re- 
spective votes  under  this  head,  but  they  would 
take  care,  in  respect  of  every  one  of  those  votes, 
to  see  that  the  money  ought  to  be  spent  in 
the  direction  proposed.  He  proposed  asking  the 
House  to  Tote  the  money  in  a  lump  sum,  and 
not  make  a  reduction  in  any  of  the  items  com- 
posing the  amount.  That  would  be  a  short  way 
of  deuixu;  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  said  no  doubt  that  would  be  a 
•bort  way  of  disposing  of  the  matter,  but  it  was 
not  a  reasonable  proposal  to  make.  No  person 
taking  up  these  two  Estimates  for  public  works 
could  say  what  part  of  the  country  might  have  a 
Tote  giren  to  it  and  what  part  of  the  country 
might  not.  There  were  some  who  did  not  think 
it  reasonable  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  for  local 
works  of  a  particular  character,  while  others 
might  have  asked  for  more  money  than  they 
were  entitled  to  set.  That  was  not  a  reasonable 
way  of  voting  the  public  money.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  right  of  the  honorable  member  to 
ask  the  House  to  hand  over  the  whole  sum  to  the 
Qovemment  to  expend  as  they  thought  fit.  The 
Government  might  act  from  a  sense  of  justice,  no 
doubt,  but  9uch  a  discretion  should  not  be  given 
at  permitting  them  to  control  the  expenditure  of 
such  enormous  sums  on  public  works.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  meant  to  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  to  decide  whether  these  works 
were  to  be  finished  or  not,  of  course  that  was 
taking  all  the  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  mistaken  in  saying  that  the  Government 
were  asking  for  a  Inmp  sum  to  be  spent  as  they 
thought  proper.  If  the  money  were  spent,  it 
would  be  spent  as  the  items  appeared  on  the 
Paper ;   but,  if  tbey  were  satisfied  that  any  sum 


on  the  list  ought  not  to  be  expended,  it  would  not 
be  expended,  and  the  Government  would,  next 
session,  account  to  the  House  for  their  action. 

Sir  R.  DOUGLAS  said  that,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  meant  to  say  that  the  Government 
would  spend  the  money  on  such  portions  of  these 
works  as  they  thought  fit,  he  would  decidedly 
oppose  such  a  proposition.  Ho  had  got  votes 
passed  through  the  House,  and  if  the  House  now 
chose  to  reject  those  items  he  would  be  perfectly 
satisfied;  but  he  was  not  willing  to  give  the 
Gx>vemment  the  power  to  decide  which  of  these 
works  should  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  no  right  to  suppose,  because  the  House 
had  passed  a  resolution  affirming  the  desira- 
bility of  carrying  out  certain  works,  that  it  had 
absolutely  assented  to  the  necessary  expendi- 
ture. He  thought  that  the  House  bad  dealt  very 
liberally  with  the  honorable  gentleman.  It  had 
passed  his  resolution  in  a  very  generous  spirit, 
and  ho  should  not  complain  if  it  were  left  to  the 
Gt)vernment  to  regulate  the  expenditure. 

Sir  E.  DOUGLAS  objected  to  sops.  If  the 
House  passed  a  vote  for  the  benefit  of  his  distriol 
his  constituents  expected  to  receive  some  benefit, 
and  he  was  not  willing  to  leare  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  say  whether  the  money  should  be  spent 
or  not. 

Mr.  TRAVEBS  understood  that  the  great  ma* 
jority  of  these  votes  were  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government  by  private  members. 
They  oould  only  be  placed  on  the  Estimates  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Government,  who  must  have 
sufficient  information  in  regard  to  them  to  justify 
their  appearance  on  the  Estinuitcs.  Still,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  say  that  all 
these  votes  were  required,  because  he  saw  some 
which  could  be  readily  dispensed  with.  How- 
erer,  he  saw  no  objection  to  leaving  the  Govern* 
ment  to  deal  with  the  expenditure  as  if  they 
themselves  had  brought  down  the  TOte  originally. 

Captain  MORRIS  thought  there  was  a  eood 
deal  m  what  the  Minister  of  Justice  said.  There 
were  a  good  many  poor  districts  which  required 
assistance,  and  it  was  only  fair  that  the  resulation 
of  the  expenditure  should  be  left  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  supposed  they  would  spend  the  money 
where  it  was  most  requimL 

Mr.  MURRAY  objected  to  vote  this  amount 
in  block.  The  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Estimates  said  the  counties  had  not  the  funds. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  the  Government 
had  the  funds.  It  was  not  those  who  cried  out 
loudest  who  should  get  most.  He  would  not 
divide  the  Committee  upon  the  vote,  but  he 
regarded  it  as  a  complete  sham.  It  placed  too 
much  power  in  the  hands  of  the  GK>vemment, 
and,  although  the  money  might  be  voted  on  this 
occasion,  he  hoped  such  a  vote  would  never  como 
up  again. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  wished  to  know  whether 
the  Government  held  themselves  to  the  speoiflo 
items.  He  believed  that  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances it  would  be  competent  for  the  Goyem- 
.  ment  to  spend  a  larger  sum  upon  any  individual 
item,  so  long  as  ihey  did  not  exceed  the  total 
vote.    He  would  like  to  know  whether  tho  honor* 
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able  gentleman  pledged  the  GoTernment  to  adhere 
to  the  specific  iteme. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  eaid  the  Government  would 
not  go  bcyoinl  the  amount  Toted  in  each  case, 
neither  would  they  divert  the  money  from  one 
vote  to  another. 

Mr.  RICHABD80N  wished  to  know  whether 
the  money  put  down  for  harbour  improvements 
was  to  be  spent  by  the  Qoremment  or  by  the 
Harbour  Boards. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  he  was  slightly  interested 
in  this  vote,  and  he  hoped  that  when  the  honor- 
able gentleman  came  to  expend  the  sums  set 
down  for  his  district  he  would  give  it  the  full 
benefit  of  the  amount  that  appeal  on  the  Esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  whether  he  correctly 
understood  the  honorable  eentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Estimates  to  say  that  the  Government  looked 
with  disfavour  upon  this  system  of  obtaining 
small  local  works  under  rote  of  the  House,  be- 
cause it  appeared  to  him  that  this  was  the  begin- 
ning of  a  very  serious  operation.  If  this  were  to 
be  carried  on  every  year,  the  finances  of  the  colony 
would  be  seriously  endangered  and  the  Govern- 
ment greatly  embarrassed. 

Item,  £186.800,  agreed  to. 

Public  buildings,  £4,300,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous— Bonus  to  uite  Colonial  Archi- 
tect, £500. 

Mr.  TBAVERS  would  like  to  know  how  this 
money  would  be  applied.  If  it  was  to  be  treated 
M  part  of  the  personal  estate  of  the  late  Colonial 
.A^ohitect  its  distribution  would  be  affected  by 
the  question  of  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  his 
lirill.  If,  howeTer,  it  was  intended  as  a  gift  to 
the  widow,  there  ought  to  be  some  specific  mode 
of  appropriation  indicated. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  if  the  Gt>vemment 
were  to  understand  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
House  that  it  should  be  treated  as  a  gift  to  the 
widow,  the  Government  would  act  upon  that  de- 
sire. 

Mr.  SWANSON  wanted  to  know  whether 
this  money  came  to  the  late  Colonial  Architect  by 
law,  or  whether  it  was  to  be  a  present.  If  it  was 
to  be  a  present  he  would  object  to  it  altogether, 
for  that  gentleman  had  been  receiving  a  very  good 
salary,  and  there  were  many  other  persons  who 
wi^nt^  it  much  more  than  he  did. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  oppose  the  item  if  it  was 
to  be  giTen  as  an  additional  gift  to  that  which 
was  put  on  the  other  Estimates — ^namely,  a  sum 
of  £1,256. 

Mr.  BURNS  wished  to  know  if  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  intended  to  appoint  a  new  Architect,  or 
whether  they  would  get  the  work  done  in  the 
different  centres. 

,   Sir  G.  GRET  said  the  Gt>vemment  did  not 
intend  to  appoint  a  new  Colonial  Architect. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  understood  that  this  item 
val  a  bonus  which  the  Government  last  year  con- 
sidered was  due  to  the  late  Mr.  Clayton  owing  to 
the  interference  with  the  agreement  under  which 
that  gentleman  was  engaged.  He  presumed  that 
it  was  because  he  had  not  very  clearly  explained 
the  item  last  year  that  it  was  then  rejected.  The 
U^  '^.C\^j,iQn  was  epg^^d  by  the  Govem- 
Mr.  Michardion 


ment  at  a  fixed  salaiy,  and  was  entitled  to  privata 
practice,  which  he  was  enjoying  to  a  large  ex- 
tent. When  he  (Mr.  Richardson)  took  office 
the  Government  work  had  increased  so  mudi 
that  he  was  obliged  to  stop  Mr.  Clayton's  private 
practice,  and  that  gentleman  was  consequently 
obliged  to  put  a  large  amount  of  his  work  into 
the  hands  of  snotlier  architect  in  the  town.  It 
was  on  that  ground  that  Mr.  Clayton  had  pre* 
ferred  a  claim  against  the  Government  for  the 
amount,  and  the  Government  considered  that  he 
was  entitled  to  even  a  larger  sum. 

Mr.  STOUT  thought  it  was  very  wrong,  when 
an  item  was  negatived  in  one  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  it  should  be  brought  up  in  the  next 
session.  But,  seeing  the  position  in  whidi  Mr. 
Clayton's  family  were  left,  he  would  not  object  to 
this  item,  but  he  certainly  would  to  the  other. 
It  was  necessary  to  be  just  to  the  colony,  as  well 
as  generous  to  mdiriduals,  and  it  must  be  ivcol* 
lected  that  it  was  not  with  their  own  money 
that  honorable  members  were  dealing. 

Question  put>  **  That  the  item  be  agreed  to ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : — 

Ayes         18 

Noes        27 


Majority  against . . . 


14 


Mr.  Ballanee, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Johnston, 


Atx9. 

Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richardson* 
Mr.  Rowe. 

TeUen. 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  OarringtOD. 

Nobs. 


Mr.  Baigent,  Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Beetham,  Mr.  F^ke, 

Mr.  Bryoe,     •  Captam  Busaell, 

Mr.  Burns,  Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  De  Lautour,  Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Hamlin,                  '  Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Tiuvers, 

Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Woolcock. 
Mr.  Macfarlane,  Tellers. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Murray, 

Captain  Morris,  Mr.  Shrims^.  ' 

The  item  was  consequently  struck  out. 

Unauthorized  expenditure,  Public  Worka  Ae- 
count,  £2,197  4e.5d. 

Mr.  SWANSON  wished  to  have  some  explana- 
tion of  the  item,  *'  Charges  and  expensea  of  rais- 
ing loans,  £1,786  8s.  8d.^' 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  these  were  obafges  for 
raising  loans  authorized  by  the  House. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  sum  had  been  spent. 
The  vote  of  last  year  was  insufficient  to  meet  the 
charges.  He  suspected  that  this  charge  was  tor 
raising  the  loan  in  Sydnej. 
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Sir  Qt,  GREY  said  thii  wat  the  ooit  of  raising 
the  loan  in  Sydney. 

Item,  £2,197  4t.  5d.,  agreed  to. 

Adbitiokal  Supplementabt  Estimatxs. 
Cijkss  I. — Public  Dbpasthsitts. 

LegitktiTe  DepartmeoU,  £6,803. 

Mr.  STEVENS  wished  some  explanation  of 
the  item,  "  Additional  to  honorarium,  £3,500." 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  it  was  the  amount  that 
was  paid  last  year  to  honorable  members. 

Mr.  STEVENS  thought  it  was  too  much.  He 
proposed.  That  the  item  be  reduced  by  the  sum 
of  £3,500. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  if  honorable  mem- 
bers were  expected  to  attend  a  session  of  the 
Assembly  lasting  fire  months  of  the  year,  it 
could  scarcely  be  said  that  the  honorarium  pro- 
posed was  too  much. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  that  the  sum  of  £2,000 
was  either  too  much  to  meet  their  expenses  or  it 
was  too  little.  He  thought  honorsble  members 
could  live  comfortably  in  Wellington  on  an  hono- 
rarium of  £1  a  day.  He  would  support  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City. 

Mr.  STOUT  hoped  the  Government  would 
raise  the  honorarium  to  the  amount  paid  to  mem- 
bers of  the  LegislatiTe  Assembly  of  Victoria, 
for  he  was  sure  the  members  of  the  New  Zea- 
l^d  Assembly  performed  much  more  work.  If 
the  House  was  to  be  in  session  for  four  or  five 
months  in  the  year,  and  a  sufficient  honorarium 
were  not  paid,  the  result  would  be  that  the  re- 
presentation of  the  people  would  be  placed  in  the 
bands  of  the  propertieci  and  wealthy  classes.  He 
hoped  the  House  would,  by  a  large  majority,  put 
an  end  to  this  continual  wrangling  over  the  ques- 
tion of  honorarium  to  members.  If  any  honor- 
able members  thought  it  was  an  improper  thing 
to  take  the  honorarium  he  trusted  they  would 
leave  the  amount  in  the  Treasury. 

Sir  Qt,  GBE7  said  that,  when  the  Bepresenta- 
tion  Bill  was  introduced  next  session,  there  would 
be  an  excellent  opportunity  for  considering  the 
question  of  payment  of  members.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  that,  if  the  people  of  New  Zealand  were  to 
fairly  choose  representatives  from  the  whole  mass 
of  the  population,  the  members  of  this  House 
must  be  properly  paid.  He  would  take  care  that 
the  subject  should  be  considered  during  the  recess, 
and  some  settlement  come  to  on  the  question  next 
year. 

Question,  "  That  the  item  be  reduced  by 
£3,500,"  put  and  negatived. 

Item,  £6,303,  agreed  to. 

Lunatic  asylums,  £1,480,  agreed  to. 

Charitable — Maintenance  of  hospitals,  &c., 
£20,000. 

Mr.  STEVENS  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
full  amount  which  it  was  proposed  to  expend  on 
hospitals  and  charitable  aid  during  the  year. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  last  year  a  rote  was 
taken  for  £34,000,  and  the  amoimt  expended  was 
£38,000  or  £40,000.  This  sum  of  £20,000  was 
in  addition  to  the  £10,000  already  TOted  for 
alterations  and  repaira  to  hospitals. 

^r.    arrRlMflKI   trusted   the   Chi^hjirqh 


Hospital  would  not  receiye  more  money  than  was 
given  to  other  hospitals.  He  thought  the  people 
should  contribute  towards  the  maintenance  of  that 
institution,  as  was  done  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony. 
Item,  £20,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  II. — Law  and  Justice. 

Besident  Magistrates'  and  Wardens'  Courts, 
£386  7s.  6d. 

Mr.  BOWEN  observed  an  item  for  the  salary 
of  a  Besident  Magistrate  at  Geraldine  and  Ash- 
burton.  He  might  mention  that  it  was  intended, 
whenever  a  MaKistrate  was  appointed  for  the  dis- 
trict between  Christchurch  and  Timaru,  that  the 
centre  should  be  Asbburton.  He  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  carry  out  that  inten- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  it  was  proposed  to  make 
Ashburton  the  centre. 

Item,  £386  7s.  6d.,  agreed  to. 

Prisons,  £121  12s.  6d.,  agreed  to. 

Class  III. 
Postal  Department,  £1,400,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. 
Marine,  £700,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. 
Eduoation,  £29,787. 
Mr.  SWANSON  would  like  to  have  some  ez- 

Slanation  in  regard  to  the  items,  ''Wellington 
lollege,  £1,574,"  and  "Otago  High  School, 
£3,213." 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  the  Otago  High 
School  had  no  reserves  until  the  passage  of  the 
Bill  this  session.  This  Tote  was  one  ol  the  re- 
sults of  Abolition,  but  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  oome  to  the  House  for  a  vote  again. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  said  that  the  Otogo  High 
School  Tote  seemed  much  larger  than  it  reaUy 
was,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  credit  on  account  en 
the  school  fees  ;  and,  as  to  the  Wellington  College, 
it  had  no  endowments  at  all.  The  Provincud 
Government  had  been  in  the  habit  of  voting 
sums  for  the  College,  and,  as  the  Provincial  Go- 
yemment  had  been  aboUshed,  clearly  the  liabiUty 
dcTolved  on  the  colony.  With  regard  to  Otago, 
he  might  say  that  the  fees  received  rendered  the 
EngliSi  Hiffh  School  self-supporting,  and  the 
Boys*  School  rery  considerably  so.  Jhe  Wel- 
lington College  would  have  been  to  a  great  extent 
in  the  same  position  but  for  the  action  of  the 
Legislative  Council  in  throwing  out  the  Bill  the 
other  day,  which  would  hare  enabled  its  endow- 
ments to  be  utilized. 

Mr.  TBAVEE^  exphiined  that  the  College 
Governors  had  entered  into  certain  engagements 
on  the  faith  of  an  understanding  vrith  the  Provin- 
cial Government,  who  undertook  to  supply  a 
stipulated  sum  annually  for  a  certain  number  of 
years.  The  Provincial  Government  had  died, 
but  the  engaflcements  remained. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  he  understood  that  the  Col- 
lege Governors  divided  the  sum  last  year  in 
bonuses  to  the  schoolmasters.  The  money  should 
h^ye  been  spent  in  additions  to  the  teaching  staff. 
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Mr.  TRAVERS  said  thU  8um  this  required  to 
meet  current  expenditure. 

Mr.  ROWE  said  it  struck  him  that  this  money 
went  to  aid  people  who  could  rerj  well  help 
themselves.  If  this  money  were  to  be  Toted  for 
high  schools  and  colleges  in  the  large  centres 
there  were  many  other  less  wealthy  populations 
which  should  receiye  assistance  of  tne  same  kind. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  agreed  with  the  honorable 
member.  He  hoped  the  country  would  not  be 
content  with  primary  education  only.  They 
should  endeavour  to  follow  out  the  Continental 
system,  and  institute  secondary  and  high-class 
education  as  well  as  primary  education. 

Item,  £29,787,  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 
Native  schools,  £1,500,  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. 
Priies  for  rifle  shooting,  £800,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. 
Public  buildings,  £913,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. 

Miscellaneous,  special,  and  temporary  objects, 
£67,231  58. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  first  of  the  principal 
items  under  this  head  was  £10,800  for  taking  the 
usual  census  in  1878.  Then  there  was  a  sum  of 
£15,000  put  down  as  a  settlement  of  the  Sartoris 
and  Downe  claim,  which  had  been  considered  by 
the  Qovemment,  and  they  were  paying  cash  to 
the  amount  of  12|  per  cent,  less  than  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee.  Then  there  was  a 
•um  of  £15,000  for  rewards  for  gold  discoveries 
and  aids  to  prospecting.  The  expenditure  of  that 
amount  was,  of  course,  problematical.  The  next 
item  to  which  he  would  call  attention  was  the 
vote  of  £5,500,  "  Costs  and  damages  payable  to 
plaintiff  in  Russell  v.  Qrindell  and  Didsbury,  and 
costs  of  defendants."  That  was  a  matter  of 
history,  and  required  no  explanation.  The  item 
in  regard  to  which  he  wished  specially  to  make 
an  explanation  was  £5,000  put  down  as  a  final 
settlement  of  the  Native  claim  to  the  Dnnedin 
Princes  Street  Reserves.  That  claim  had  been 
before  the  House  for  a  number  of  years.  It 
finally  came  before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and,  after  a  very  patient  hearing 
and  taking  ample  time  to  consider  their  verdict, 
the  Committee  decided  in  favour  of  this  amount 
as  a  settlement  of  the  whole  claim.  It  wae  put 
on  the  Estimates  in  deference  to  the  decision  of 
the  Committee,  but  would  not  be  supported  by 
the  Goremment  as  a  whole.  He  should  fight  for 
it  himself,  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  he  would 
not  have  the  assistance  of  his  honorable  friend 
the  Minister  for  Lands. 

Mr.  STOUT  thought  the  allowance  to  the 
widow  of  the  late  Colonial  Architect  ou{;ht  to  be 
reduced  to  the  amount  he  would  have  been  en- 
tilled  to  under  the  Civil  Service  Act— namely, 
£600.  He  would  not  object  even  to  £750  being 
voted,  but  he  certainly  would  object  to  £1,256. 
As  to  the  item  of  £500  to  Taipari,  as  %  settle- 
J/r.  Stout 


ment  of  his  daim  for  the  discovery  of  ffold  at  lb* 
Thames,  he  should  object  to  that  uso,  aa  ba 
understood  that  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  had 
twice  reported  that  there  was  no  claim.  With 
regard  to  the  £16,000  for  rewards  for  gold  dis- 
coveries and  aids  to  prospecting,  he  considered 
that  expenditure  utterly  useless,  as  gold  would  bs 
discovered  whether  the  money  was  voted  or  not. 
He  most  strongly  objected  to  the  item  of  £2,000 
for  Provincial  Executive  OiBcers.  They  were  ap- 
pointed to  act  in  a  provisional  capacity  for  one 
or  two  months,  and  he  believed  it  was  purely  a 
voluntary  office.  Therefore  what  right  liad  they 
to  ask  for  a  sahiry  ?  If  they  accepted  this  money 
they  woold  be  disqualified  from  holding  their 
seats  in  the  House.  With  regard  to  the  £5,000 
for  the  settlement  of  the  l^ve  claim  to  the 
Dunedin  Princes  Street  Reserves,  he  was  in  a 
position  to  say  that  the  last  sum  paid  on  this 
account  was  understood  to  be  a  final  settlement 
of  the  whole  claim.  He  was  present  at  an  inft«r^ 
view  between  the  present  Minister  for  Lands  and 
the  representatives  of  the  claimants,  and  it  was 
then  definitely  understood  that  no  farther  claim 
should  be  made.  An  actual  receipt  was  given; 
and  yet  this  claim  was  brought  up  again  years 
afterwards.  If  there  was  a  claim  against  any 
one  it  was  against  the  Corporation  of  Donedin, 
and  not  against  the  colony.  Then  there  was  the 
item,  £300  for  the  Coloxual  Botanical  Gardens. 
Surely  that  was  not  for  the  Chirdens  at  Welling- 
ton. If  it  were  he  would  certainly  object  to  it 
There  were  Botanical  Gardens  at  Dunedin  and  in 
other  towns  of  the  colony,  and,  unless  this  aaxmot 
was  distributed  amongst  them,  he  would  move 
that  it  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  explained  that  the  itam 
£1,256  5s.  for  the  widow  and  children  of  the 
late  Colonial  Architect  was  a  mistake,  as  it  was 
larger  than  the  law  allowed.  It  was  based  on  a 
salary  of  £900  a  year,  which  was  to  have  been 
the  salary  attached  to  the  office  this  year  had  th« 
late  Colonial  Architect  lired ;  but  that  gentleman 
had  been  receiving  a  smaller  salary  when  he  dwd, 
and  it  was  not  right  to  calculate  the  allowance  oa 
an  unvoted  salary.  With  regard  to  the  £500  to 
settle  the  claims  of  Taipari  for  the  discoveijof 
the  Thames  Gold  Fields,  be  might  say  that  that 
reward  had  been  most  deservedly  earned,  for 
Taipari  had  been  the  means  of  opening  up  a  very 
valuable  gold  field  just  at  the  time  when  all  other 
gold  fields  in  the  colony  were  languishing.  Tsi* 
pan's  claim  had  not  been  allowed  so  long  as  ho  left 
it  in  the  hands  of  agents,  but  when  he  came  down 
himself  and  gave  evidence  before  the  Committee 
he  pipved  it  most  clearly.  As  for  the  amonnt 
set  down  for  gold  field  discoveries,  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  (Told  Fields  Committee  to  exfdaia 
that  matter.  The  House  had  passed  an  address 
asking  that  these  amounts  should  be  placed  (m 
the  Estimates,  and,  in  his  opinion,  if  a  payable 
gold  field  could  be  discovered,  it  would  be  mon^ 
very  well  spent.  With  regard  to  the  Provinciu 
Extcutire  Offieer9,  he  might  say  at  once  that  there 
was  no  fairer  vote  on  the  Estimates  than  this. 
These  gentlemen  rendered  important  service  at  a 
time  of  political  crisis,  and  had  to  do  not  only 
hard  work,  but  very  disagreeable  wotk.    If  it 
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had  not  been  for  their  sorvices  the  ohange  would 
have  been  much  more  violent  than  it  was. 

Mr.  STOUT.— But  thej  will  be  disqualified  if 
they  take  the  money. 

Mr.  8HEEHAN.  —  They  would  not  be  dis- 
qualified. The  clause  in  the  Disqualification  Act 
exempted  them.  With  respect  to  the  Princes 
Street  Reserves,  he  knew,  from  the  statement  of 
Ministers  and  from  the  documents  laid  before 
the  House,  that  the  claim  did  not  lie  against  the 
Corporation  of  Duncdin.  However,  it  was  no  use 
talkiug  about  the  matter,  and  the  Committee  had 
better  divide  upon  the  item  at  once.  As  for  the 
item,  £300  for  the  Colonial  Botanical  Gardens,  he 
would  point  out  that  the  WeUington  Gardens  liod 
become  the  distributing  centre  of  the  colony,  and 
had  been  very  largely  used  in  that  way,  as  every 
honorable  member  m  the  House  who  took  an 
interest. in  the  matter  must  know. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  point  out  that  the  exemption 
from  disqualification  of  proyincial  officers  only  ap* 
plied  when  they  accepted  office  after  seeking  to  be 
elected  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  did  not 
apply  to  their  holding  office  at  the  time.  As  for 
the  services  those  gentlemen  rendered,  he  would 
like  to  know  why  the  late  Government  did  not 
appoint  the  then  Superintendent  of  Otago  to  act 
as  their  Executive  Officer  instead  of  sending  down 
one  of  themselves.  Simply  because  he  was  strongly 
in  opposition  to  them.  He  would  more,  That  the 
item,  "Allowance  to  widow  of  the  late  Colonial 
Architect,  £1,256  6s.,"  be  reduced  by  £356  5s. 

Mr.  McLean  would  like  to  say  that  a  large 
number  of  members  voted  for  striking  out  the 
£500  put  down  for  the  late  Mr.  Clayton  with  a 
view,  no  doubt,  of  allowing  this  it-em  to  pass. 
The  £500  had  been  arranged  for  before  he  (Mr. 
McLean)  joined  the  Government,  but  he  had 
made  inquiries  into  the  matter  after  he  took 
office,  and  found  that  Mr.  Clayton  was  fairly 
entitled  to  it,  because  the  Minister  made  an 
arrangement  with  him  that  when  the  press  of 
work  came  on  he  should  give  up  his  private 
practice.  Mr.  Clayton  at  that  time  had  a  con- 
siderable private  praetice,  which  he  handed  over 
to  another  architect,  and  from  inquiries  he  (Mr. 
McLean)  had  made  he  found  that  it  amounted 
to  far  more  than  this  £500:  He  therefore  thought 
this  vote  should  not  be  reduced.  If  public  ser- 
Tants  could  not  rely  upon  a  bargain  with  a  Minis- 
ter,  subject,  of  course,  to  a  vote  of  the  House,  it 
would  be  very  injurious  to  the  interests  of  tlie 
country. 

l(£r.  KELLT  thought  £500  was  reasonable,  be- 
cause it  was  the  amount  allowed  by  the  Civil 
Service  Act,  which  provided  that  the  widow  of  a 
Civil  servant  was  entitled  to  one  month's  salary 
for  each  yearV  service,  provided  that  it  did  not 
exceed  one  year's  salary  in  the  whole. 

Mr.  CARRINGTON  had  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  this  matter,  and  might  say  that  Mr.  Clayton 
told  him  that  he  understood  from  Ministers  that 
he  was  entitled  to  accept  private  practice,  and 
of  course  he  thought  it  was  very  hard  when 
tlie  sum  to  which  he  was  entitled  was  struck  off. 
The  widow  of  Mr.  Clayton  was  entitled  to  receive 
ibis  Mnount,  and  he  would  Tote  for  it. 


Question  put,  "  That  the  item,  *  Allowance  to 
widow  of  late  Colonial  Architect,  £1,256  5s.,'  be 
reduced  by  £356  58.;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         37 


Majority  against . . . 


21 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Burn!*, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballancc, 
Mr.  Beetliam, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 


Aybs. 
I  Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


I  Mr. 
I  Mr. 


Murray, 
Stevens, 
Swauson, 
W.  Wood, 
Woolcock. 

Tellers, 
Kelly, 
Stout. 


Noes. 

i  Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Mooraouse, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawili, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Travers. 

TelUre, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Wason. 


Mr.  Kennedy, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  the  next  item,  "  Land 
claims  of  Sartoris,  Downe,  and  otliers,  final  settle- 
ment, £15,000,"  was  one  upon  which  he  would 
like  some  explanation  to  be  given. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  this  amount  would  cover 
all  these  claims. 

Mr.  CARRINGTON  explained  that  Captain 
Borrer,  when  in  the  colony  last  year,  was  asked 
by  the  Government  what  compromise  he  would 
make  for  the  settlement  of  his  claim.  He  said  he 
would  take  £8,000  in  full  settlement  of  his  daim  ; 
but  that  was  not  agreed  to.  When  Captain 
Borrer  went  Home  he  mentioned  this  to  the 
trustee,  who  wrote  to  him  (Mr.  Carrington),  and 
osked  him  to  make  a  settlement,  provided  it  was 
done  this  session.  At  the  time  the  award  was 
made  the  upset  price  of  land  was  10s.  an  acre. 
There  were  eighteen  claimants  altogether,  and 
they  were  entitled  to  34,135  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  McLean  had  always  held  the  opinion 
that  this  claim  should  never  have  been  admitted, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  action  of  the 
Houee  it  never  would  have  been  admitted.  The 
Bill  introduced  in  1871  was  passed  on  the  distinct 
assurance  that  there  was  nothing  behind  the 
claim  referred  to  in  that  measure.  He  was  not 
going  to  move  that  the  whole  item  should  be 
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Btruck  out.  It  was  the  understanding  last  year 
that  a  luemher  of  this  House  should  not  adyocate 
such  claims  in  the  House.  It  was  also  under* 
stood  that  any  compensation  that  was  giTen  to 
sach  member  should  be  deducted  from  the  sum 
Toted  before  it  was  paid.  It  waa  stated  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey  Valley  that  nothing 
would  induce  him  to  take  more  that  10  per  cent. 
He  would  therefore  more,  That  the  item  be  re- 
duced by  £900,  on  the  ground  that  no  member  of 
the  House  should  receive  any  pecuniary  benefit 
from  any  item  passed  through  the  House.  He 
was  sure  he  would  have  the  sympathy  of  the 
House  in  that  proposal.  If  the  Government 
pledged  itself  to  take  off  the  vote  any  commission 
paid  to  the  agent,  who  held  a  seat  in  this  House, 
he  would  allow  the  Tote  to  pass  untouched.  Let 
it  be  understood  that  the  i^OO  was  taken  off  the 
amount  voted,  as  commission. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN  said  that  if  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  had  not  changed  his 
views  with  regard  to  the  late  Government  nothing 
would  have  been  heard  of  this  opposition.  The 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  voted  for  the 
claims  last  year,  his  name  being  recorded  in  its 
favour  on  two  separate  divisions.  If  the  House 
passed  the  vote  the  Government  would  pay  the 
money  over  to  the  persons  entitled  to  receive  it, 
leaving  it  to  them  to  pay  the  honorable  member 
for  Grey  and  Bell  whatever  sum  was  due  to  him 
as  commissioner  for  past  services  in  connection 
with  the  matter. 

Kr.  BO  WEN  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  was  individually  opposed  to  the  vote 
last  year,  but  he  voted  for  it  because  it  was  a 
GoTemment  estimate. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  doubt 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  voted  for 
the  sum  on  the  Estimates  last  year  as  a  member 
of  the  GDvemment  and  sank  his  personality  in 
the  Minister.  He  therefore  acquitted  the  honor- 
able gentleman  of  any  inconsistency.  The  plain 
fact  was,  he  was  now  free  to  Tote  as  he  liked.  As 
was  well  known,  he  (Major  Atkinson)  resisted  the 
claim  of  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell 
for  many  years ;  but  the  opinion  of  the  House 
was  against  him,  and,  a  Committee  having  re- 
ported in  favour  of  the  claim,  he  felt  that  the 
nonor  of  the  country  was  concerned,  and  gave  up 
his  own  opinion.  As  a  Minister  of  the  Cn>wu  he 
had  issued  the  orders,  and  it  subiequentl^  be- 
came his  duty,  a  duty  he  did  not  like,  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  satisfy  the  claim.  He  thought  the 
Government  were  treating  the  claimants  very 
liberally,  more  liberally  than  any  other  holders  of 
torip  had  been  treated.  But  he  would  not  say 
anything  more  on  that  point,  as  it  was  a  matter 
for  the  Government  and  the  House  to  decide. 
In  justice  to  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and 
'Bell  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  the  honorable 

gentleman  had  throughout  acted  with  the  simple 
esire  to  obtain  justice  for  the  claimants,  and  not 
from  any  sordid  motives.  He  had  for  many  years 
■pent  a  great  amount  of  time  and  money  in  their 
service,  and  he  did  not  think  the  House  would 
act  wisely  in  rejecting  the  vote.  It  would  be 
better  to  dispose  of  the  claim  once  and  for  all. 
.   Mr.  MoLmu's  amendment  negatived. 


Mr.  STOUT  appealed  to  the  members  of  Uie 
Gold  Fields  Committee  to  say  whether  Taipaii 
had  any  ju»t  claim  to  £500.  He  would  move,  lliat 
the  item  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  D£  LAUTOUB,  as  a  member  of  the  Gold 
Fields  Committee,  said  that  if  the  vote  of  £500  to 
Taipari  was  passed  it  would  give  great  dissatis- 
faction to  other  claimants,  to  whom  the  Committee 
had  to  refuse  justice  because  there  were  no  funds. 
In  the  case  of  Bing,  of  Auckland,  who  was  un- 
doubtedly the  first  discoverer  of  gold  in  Kew 
Zealand,  the  Committee  declined  to  make  any 
favourable  recommendation,  although  they  did  so 
with  very  great  regret.  The  claim  of  Taipari  bad 
twice  been  before  the  Gold  Fields  Committee,  and 
had  been  twice  refused,  but  this  year  another 
tribunal  was  sought,  and  a  fiivourable  verdiei 
secured. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  that  if  the  Sartoris  and 
Downe  land  orders  had  been  issued  the  land 
would  have  had  to  be  selected  in  Taranaki ;  there- 
fore this  £15,000  should  be  charged  against  the 
land  revenue  of  Taranaki.  If  that  were  not  done, 
he  would  move  that  the  vote  be  reduced  by 
£5,000. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Mount  Ida  really  did  not  understand  the 
nature  of  Taipari's  claim.  It  was  not  a  claim 
made  by  Taipari  individually ;  it  was  the  claim  of 
a  tribe ;  and,  if  these  people  had  refused  to  allow 
the  land  to  be  opened  up,  there  would  never  have 
been  any  gold  mining  there.  The  gold  field  had 
paid  the  amount  hundreds  of  times  over,  and  he 
certainly  thought  the  money  was  well  deserved. 

Mr.  NAHE  said  that  the  land  was  opened  by 
the  Natives  for  gold-mining  purposes.  King  dis- 
covered gold  ia  1853,  but  there  was  not  much 
mining  there  at  the  time.  Gold  was  known  to 
exist,  but  the  Maoris  would  not  throw  the  land 
open,  and  in  1866  or  1867  the  GK>vemment 
issued  a  Proclamation,  offering  £5,000  reward  for 
the  discovery  of  gold.  The  Thames  waa  opened 
in  1867i  but  the  division  of  the  reward  vras  not 
thought  to  be  correct.  It  was  given  to  persons 
who  were  not  entitled  to  it  under  the  Proclama- 
tion. For  that  reason,  the  Natives  petitioxkod  the 
House  several  times,  and  their  claims  were  in- 
vestigated by  the  Gold  Fields  Committee.  No 
witnesses  appeared  before  that  Committee ;  and 
this  year  the  petition  was  investigated  by  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  who  re{x>rted  favour- 
ably upon  it.  He  therefore  thought  the  Honae 
should  deal  with  it  in  the  same  spirit. 

Mr.  BKYCE  said  the  way  this  item  was  de- 
scribed was  somewhat  misleading.  He  conaidered 
that  before  the  Committee  Taipari  did  not 
establish  a  claim  for  a  reward  for  the  di<covery 
of  gold  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  thought  it  was 
well  understood  by  the  Committee  that  he  had 
established  a  claim  for  some  consideration  by  the 
Government  for  having  assisted  to  open  the  gold 
field.  He  was  requested  by  Mr.  Whitaker,  on 
behalf  of  the  late  Government,  to  toll  Taipari 
that  the  Gt>vemment  were  prepared  to  admit  he 
had  a  claim  for  consideration,  and  woidd  place  a 
sum  of  £200  on  the  Estimates.  The  Native 
Minister  fell  into  a  eliffht  errcM*  if  he  thought  tlte 
Native  Affairs  Committee  recommended  a  pay^ 
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ment  of  £500.  Thej  did  not  recommend  any 
0um. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that,  as  be  learned  now  that 
the  bite  Attomey-Ghneral  made  a  sort  of  bargain 
with  Taipari,  and  told  him  that  they  would  place 
a  sum  on  the  Estimates,  he  thought  it  would  be 
unfair  to  break  that  bargain.  He  would  now 
withdraw  his  motion  for  striking  out  the  item, 
and  would  move  instead,  That  the  item  be  reduced 
by  £200. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  mistaken.  There  was  no  bargain.  There 
was  only  a  promise  to  phice  a  sum  on  the  Esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  TAIABOA  had  heard  Taipari  svjr  that 
Mr.  Whitaker  agreed  to  gire  him  £600.  He  did 
not  agree  to  take  that,  b^use  he  wanted  a  burger 
■am. 

Mr.  Stout's  motion  for  reducing  the  item, 
"  W.  H.  Taipari,  £500,"  by  £200,  negatived. 

Mr.  STOUT  mored,  That  the  item,  "  Profindal 
ExecutiTe  Officers,  £2,000,"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  QISBOBNE  approved  of  this  item,  and 
hoped  it  would  not  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  STOUT.— They  offered  to  do  the  work  for 
nothing. 

Mr.  aiSBORNE.— That  is  no  reason  why  we 
ahould  take  ad? antage  of  them. 

Mr.  STOUT.— What  rieht  has  the  OoTcm- 
ment  to  get  members  of  the  House  to  do  work  for 
them? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  QoTemment.  It  was  not  the  present  GoTcm- 
ment  that  employed  those  eentlemen.  He  thought 
it  was  exceedingly  credit]U)le  to  the  present  So- 
Temmcnt  to  propose  this  vote,  and  it  would  be  a 
rery  graceful  act  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
to  recognize  the  rery  great  serrices  which  those 
gentlemen  had  performed.  In  many  cases  they 
were  not  political  supporters  of  the  late  Govern- 
jnent.  They  had  rendered  great  services  to  the 
State,  and  assisted  the  Government  at  a  critical 
time^  from  purely^  patriotic  motives.  It  was  a 
T«ry  graceful  act,  and  he  wished  to  thank  the 
Government  for  placing  this  item  on  the  Esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  SWAKSON  thought  that,  if  those  gentle- 
men's services  were  to  be  recognized,  they  should 
have  it  all  round.  He  and  otuer  members  were 
Appointed  a  Commission  to  report  on  the  railways, 
the  gaol,  hospital,  &c.,  in  Auckland  during  the 
recess,  and  the  whole  of  their  time  during  the 
recess  was  taken  up  with  the  work.  He  was  sure 
that  they  had  all  suffered  oonsiderable  loss ;  yet 
they  never  got  a  coin  and  never  looked  for  one. 
He  did  not  see  why  some  members  should  be 
en)ected  to  do  such  work  gratuitously,  while 
others  were  paid. 

Question  put, "  That  the  item,  '  Provincial  Ex- 
ecutive Officers,  £2,000,*  be  struck  out  j  "  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 


Ayes        

Noes        

Majority  against . . . 


16 
28 

12 


Ates. 


Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Rowe, 
Mr.  Swan^on, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

TeUert, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stout. 

N0B8. 

Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Travers, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Sir  R.  Douglas, 
Mr.  Gisborne. 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Balhtnce, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Montffomexy, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Dr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 
The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 
Mr.  BURNS  moved,  That  the  item,  "Final 
settlement  of  Native  claims  to  the  Dunedin 
Princes  Street  Reserves,  £5,000,"  be  struck  out. 
He  knew  all  the  ins  and  outs  of  this  question, 
but  he  would  not  detain  the  House  by  going  into 

them.  

Mr.  MACANDREW  hoped  the  House  would 
consent  to  the  motion.  He  never  would  have 
paid  the  £5,000  which  he  had  given  to  the 
Natives  if  he  had  not  considered  that  it  was  to  be 
taken  as  a  final  settlement  of  those  claims.  That 
was  the  condition  upon  which  the  money  wat 
paid,  and  that  wat  the  condition  upon  which  it 
was  received.  It  would  only  encourage  a  bad 
state  of  feeling  among  the  Natives,  and  tend 
to  demoralize  them,  if  these  claims  were  to  be 
brought  up  year  after  year.  He  did  not  want  to 
do  anything  unjust  to  the  Natives.  If  it  was 
clearly  proved  that  they  were  justly  entitled  to 
even  £50,000  he  would  not  object  to  pay  it ;  but 
these  claims  should  not  be  brought  up  on  false 
gnmnds.  He  was  never  more  astonished  at 
anything  than  he  had  been  at  the  conclusion 
to  which  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee  had 
come.  There  were  only  two  members  of  it, 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Fox) 
and  himself,  who  voted  against  the  report,  and 
they  entered  their  protest  aeainst  it ;  but  still  it 
was  carried.  He  believed  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  also  was  of  the  same  opinion  as  they 
were,  although  he  could  not  give  a  vote.  The 
Native  Minister  said  the  matter  had  been 
gone  into  very  fully  by  the  Committee,  and 
all  the  evidence  necessary  taken.  The  fact  was, 
however,  that  it  would  have  occupied  at  least 
three  weeks  to  examine  into  all  the  evidence  that 
could  hare  been  produced.  The  question  was 
gone  into  in  1875  m  a  Committee  of  the  House, 
and  decided  against  the  Natives.  It  was  twioe 
given  against  them  by  the  Supreme  Court  in 
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Dunedin;  and  they  then  went  to  the  Appeal 
Court,  which  alao  save  it  against  them.  Then 
thejT  sent  the  question  Home  to  the  "Prirj  Coun- 
oil.  He  gave  £5,000  to  the  Natires  rather  than 
let  the  money  get  into  the  lawyers'  hands,  which 
it  would  hare  done  eren  had  the  decbion  been 
confirmatory  of  the  action  of  the  Court  here. 
His  letter  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  clearly  stated 
that  he  did  not  acknowledge  any  right  or 
daim  on  the  port  of  the  Natiyes  to  the  money, 
but  that  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  give 
it  to  them  than  allow  it  to  be  wasted  amongst 
the  lawyers.  So  far  from  the  members  of 
the  Committee  haying  taken  abundance  of 
evidenoe,  he  did  not  suppoee  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  honorable  member  for  Avon  and 
the  Chairman,  any  member  of  that  Committee 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  read  one-twentieth  part 
of  the  eridence ;  and  yet  when  the  time  came  to 
consider  the  report  a  full  meeting  was  obtained, 
and  these  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  eren  confessed 
that  they  Knew  nothing  about  the  matter,  Toted 
for  the  adoption  of  the  report.  It  would  hare  been 
much  better  if  they  had  taken  the  course  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  took,  who 
walked  out  of  the  room  and  did  not  Tote,  because 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  subject.  He  believed 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  thought 
Otago  would  hare  to  pay  the  money  and  not  the 
colony,  or  they  would  hare  roted  differently.  He 
was  surprised  beyond  measure  at  the  action  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Atou  in  this  matter. 
That  honorable  gentleman  was  actuated  b^  mere 
sentiment  in  pandering  to  the  Natives,  as  in  this 
case  he  had  done. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  hoped  that,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  honorable  members  would 
not  consent  to  pass  this  rote.  It  opened  up  a 
rery  large  question,  which  honorabte  members 
would  not,  at  that  hour,  take  the  trouble  to  fully 
consider.  It  must  not  be  foivotten  that  in  Toiing 
a  sum  like  this  they  would  Se  creating  a  prece- 
dent of  which  advantage  would  be  taken,  and  the 
consequence  would  be  that  a  number  of  other 
daims,  with  no  foundation,  would  be  sent  in.  It 
was  not  ri^ht,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to  rote  a  sum 
like  this  in  settlement  of  claims  that  had  been 
the  subject  of  debate  for  years.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  much  about  the  merits  of  these 
Princes  Street  Beserres  claims,  but  from  what 
he  had  read  of  the  papers  on  the  subject  he  had 
imagined  that  the  claims  had  been  finally  settled. 
He  would  prefer  to  vote  against  the  item  rather 
than  aooept  it  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  thought  it  was  not  reason- 
able for  the  honorable  member  for  Eaiapoi  to  ask 
the  Committee  to  vote  against  this  item  because 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself  knew  nothine 
about  it.  The  vote  could  not  be  poetponed  and 
brought  up  again  this  session,  it  was  either 
right  or  not,  and  should  be  decided  at  once.  The 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  by  a  large  minority, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  right.  The 
Committee  did  not  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to 
whether  the  daim  was  right  or  wrong  in  the 
beginning.  The  question  they  had  to  consider 
was,  whether  the  settlement  was  looked  upon  as 
final  by  both  parties.  There  was  no  donb^  from 
Jfr.  Mao€mdr§w 


the  very  full  evidence  whidi  had  been  taken,  that 
those  who  represented  the  Nalires  did  not  con- 
sider it  a  final  settlement. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW.^Why  did  they  take 
the  money  ? 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  C(»nmittee  re- 
garded the  question  as  one  to  be  settled  on  cer- 
tain conditions  submitted  to  them.  It  was  a  auee- 
tion  of  arbitration,  and  those  were  the  limits  within 
which  they  chose  to  act  They  did  not  deal  witli 
the  question  of  the  ownership  of  the  land  or  the 
rents  before  the  Crown  grants  were  issued ;  b«l 
the  question  which  they  considered  was,  whetlicr 
the  settlement  come  to  was  fully  understood  by 
both  parties  to  be  final.  He  believed  it  was 
not  fully  understood  that  the  settlement  of  the 
daim  was  finaL  The  country  should  deal  very 
liberally  with  this  case,  and  do  that  which  would 
make  the  settlement  final.  To  talk  of  settling 
these  claims  by  xjayiu^  a  vear's  rental  for  the 
reserve  was  simply  ridiculous.  All  that  the 
Natives  claimed  was,  the  back  rents  that  had 
accrued  before  the  grant  to  the  Superintendent. 
It  did  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  claim 
should  be  settled  by  a  money  payment.  His 
own  view  was  that  a  reserve  should  be  made 
such  as  would  satisfy  the  Natires  and  thoroughly 
settle  the  matter  for  ever. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  honorable  gentleman  him- 
self had  some  deaUng  with  this  matter.  In  one 
of  the  letters  written  by  him  it  was  stated  that  if 
the  Natives  received  the  £5,000  no  further  daim 
would  be  made.  The  Natives  had  no  legal  title 
to  the  land.  The  question  was  tried  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  it  was  decided  that  they  had 
no  legal  claim  to  the  land.  They  agreed  to  take 
£9,000,  and  nothing  more  was  to  be  heard  of  the 
matter.  Th<^  afterwards  petitioned  the  House, 
and  the  Petitions  Committee  decided  against 
them.  They  presented  another  petition,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
who  gave  a  decision  in  their  favour,  lliey  had 
got  the  back  rents  —  they  received  a  sum  oi 
£5.000. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  he  had  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  settlement  of  the  ease. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that,  if  it  had  not  been  stated 
in  one  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  letters  that 
there  was  to  be  no  further  daim  made  by  Uis 
Natives,  not  one  shilling  of  the  £5,000  would  have 
been  paid.  It  was  understood  by  Mr.  Mantdl, 
by  the  then  Superintendent,  by  Mr.  Watt,  and 
by  Topi,  one  of  the  prindpal  claimants,  that  that 
payment  of  £5,000  was  to  be  a  final  settlement 
of  the  daim.  If  they  were  to  agree  to  this  vote 
he  did  XK>t  know  where  such  claims  were  to  end. 
There  were  most  valuable  reserves  in  Dnnedio, 
and  the  rents  from  them  only  came  to  £6,000  or 
£7,000  a  year. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  item, '  In  final  settle- 
ment of  Native  claims  to  Dunedin  Princes  Street 
Beserves,  £5,000,'  be  omitted;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  n- 
suit:— 

Ayes         28 

Noes         28 

Minority  against 5 
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Mr.  Baieent, 
Mr.  BaUanoe, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Biyce, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Dr.  Hemy, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelljr, 
Mr.  Eennedj, 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Mr.  McLean, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Cartis, 
Mr.  Diffnan, 
Sir  B.  Douglas, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Macto'lane, 
Mr.  Moorfaouse, 
Captain  Morris, 


Atss. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stout, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Trarers, 
Mr.  Wason, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Telleri, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bams. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Ilowe, 
Bir.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  SwansoD, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Wooloock. 

Telleri. 
Mr.  Harsthouse, 
Mr.  BoUeston. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  item,  <*  Colonial 
Botanical  Gardens,  £300,"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  TBAYEBS  said  that  if  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  would  look  at  the  last 
annual  report  of  the  Bioard  he  would  see  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  work  done  in  return  for 
the  money  Toted.  Thousands  of  young  trees 
were  reared  and  distributed  to  rarious  pla^,  and 
to  those  persons  who  applied  for  them.  There 
was  no  other  body  in  New  Zealand  with  which 
foreign  botanical  societies  could  communicate  in 
reference  to  the  rearing  and  distribution  of  trees. 
The  Board  was  the  centre  of  communication  with 
reference  to  all  questions  relating  to  the  rearing 
and  distribution  <n  plants  throughout  the  colony. 
He  might  state  that  plants  were  sent  by  the 
Board  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  Board  had 
no  endowment  of  any  kind  except  what  it  re- 
oeiTed  from  the  Corporation  of  Wellington.  If 
honorable  members  thought  it  desirable  to  cut  off 
this  £800,  the  Board  could  not  be  expected  to 
take  eare  of  the  trees  and  plants,  or  perform  any 
of  the  work  which  it  now  carried  out,  and  the 
Churdens  would  become  the  property  of  the  city. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that  the  Domain  Board  ob- 
tained rerenue  fnmi  the  reserres  which  were  let 
on  lease.  It  was  the  only  public  garden  in  the 
oolony  that  had  any  reserves  at  all.  The  reserres 
that  were  let  a  few  months  ago  in  Wellington 
brought  a  large  rerenue  to  the  fioard. 

Mr.  TRA^BS  said  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  labouring  under  a  mistake.  When  the 
Town  Belt  was  h^ided  oyer  by  the  colony  to  the 
Municipality  a  certain  proportion  of  the  rent  de- 
rived from  it  was  to  be  given  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Botanical  Oardeos ;  but  that  was  in  no 
icpie  an  endowmenl. 


Mr.  STOUT  said  it  had  been  decided  by  the 
House  that  the  Governors  of  the  Botanical  Giir- 
dens  should  receive  one-sixth  of  the  rent  of  the 
reserves.  He  held  that  the  Government  had  no 
right  to  maintain  a  Botanical  Ghkrden  in  Welling- 
ton and  not  in  other  places.  Holding  those 
views,  he  would  move.  That  the  item  be  stmok 
out. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSB  thought  these  Ghurdens 
were  of  great  advantage  to  the  colony,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  £300  was  a  very  small  sum  to  devote 
to  them.  He  hoped  the  House  would  pass  the 
item. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  considered  that  it  would 
be  better  to  increase  the  amount  of  the  item  to 
£1,000  and  divide  it  equally  amongst  the  various 
Botanical  Gl^rdens  in  the  oolony. 

Mr.  JOTCB  was  of  opinion  that  the  seeds  of 
trees  which  had  been  referred  to  were  given  to 
people  who  could  very  well  afford  to  pay  for 
them. 

Mr.  MACFABLANE  might  explain  that  the 
Botanical  Gkirdens  in  Auckland  were  maintained 
by  private  subscription.  He  thought  the  people 
of  Wellington  should  be  able  to  maintain  the 
Gkurdens  themselves. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  that  when  this  sum  of 
£300  was  first  put  on  the  Estimates  six  years 
ago  it  was  understood  that  it  would  never  be 
adced  for  again.  A  sum  was,  however,  put  on 
the  Estimates  every  succeeding  year  and  passed, 
with  the  exception  of  last  session,  when  the 
House  rejected  it.  He  believed  it  had  been  put 
on  the  Estimates  this  year  simply  because  it 
appeared  on  the  Provincial  Government  Esti- 
mates. Although  so  much  money  had  been 
spent  on  the  Gudens  they  were  not  to  be  com- 
pared with  those  of  Auckland,  and  he  could  not 
conceive  what  had  become  of  the  money. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  item, '  Colonial  Botani- 
cal Ghurdens,  £300,'  be  struck  out ;  "  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         19 

Noes         28 


Majority  against ... 


9 


Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Mr.  Maofarlane, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Nahe, 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 


Atbs. 

Mr.Beid, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wason. 

TelUrs. 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Stout. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  EeUy, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhooie, 
Mr.  Osmond, 
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Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Carringtoni 
Mr.  Curtis, 
Sir  B.  DouglM, 
Mr.  Fitzroj, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Sir  a.  arejr, 
Dr.  Henry, 


Mr.  Biohaidton, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Tesohemaker, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 

TeUerM. 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Tra?er8. 


The  mmendment  was  consequently  negatiTed. 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  G-oyemment  intended  to  treat  all  the  Botani- 
cal Ghirdens  in  the  same  way,  as  they  were  all 
equally  entitled  to  receire  assistance. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  the  Auckland  Gardens 
were  very  well  kept,  and  he  understood  they  were 
maintained  by  prirate  subioriptions.  If  the 
Wellington  Gardens  were  to  be  subsidized,  then 
all  the  public  gardens  throughout  the  colony 
should  be  similarly  dealt  with. 

Mr.  GIBBS  considered  it  was  for  the  oon- 
▼enience  and  health  of  members  of  Parliament 
that  the  Gkudens  should  be  kept  up,  and  there- 
fore it  was  not  worth  while  striking  out  the 
small  sum  on  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  STOUT  wanted  to  know  why  the  Dunedin 
Gardens  should  not  be  kept  up  at  the  public 
expense  as  well  as  the  Wellington  Ghurdens. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said  the  reason  why  a  rote  was 
proposed  for  one  Ghurden  in  the  colony  was  this  : 
Within  the  last  few  months,  he  had  receired 
letters  from  persons  in  yarious  parts  of  the  world, 
pointing  out  the  absolute  necessity  of  some 
Gardens  being  kept  for  purposes  of  exchange 
with  places  exterior  to  New  Zealand.  A  central 
garden  was  necessary  to  supply  to  other  countries 
trees  and  plants  from  New  Zealand,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  receiyine  and  distributing  throughout 
the  colony  trees  and  plants  from  other  countries. 
He  thought  it  was  not  only  for  the  welfare  of  the 
colony,  but  also  to  the  advantage  of  other  places, 
that  there  should  be  such  a  Garden  kept  up.  He 
was  not  opposed  to  giying  yotes  to  other  places 
in  the  colony,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  more  than  one  €krden;  nor 
would  he  be  opposed,  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
Wellington  was  not  a  suitable  place,  to  subsidize 
some  other  Garden. 

Mr.  BAIGENT  thought  almost  any  place  in 
the  colonywould  be  better  than  Wellington. 

Mr.  SWANSON  suggested  that  suitabUity 
should  be  considered  more  than  central  position. 
The  climatic  conditions  of  Wellington  were 
against  its  being  retained  as  the  site  of  the 
Colonial  €krden.  The  fact  was  this:  that  the 
Garden  was  simply  a  pleasure-ground  for  the 
people  of  Wellington,  kept  up  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. If  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  could  keep 
two  theatres  going  eyery  night  they  should  be 
able  to  keep  up  their  Gardens. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSB  said  he  quite  agreed  with 
the  Premier,  who  took  a  large  yiew  of  the  case. 
The  Canterbury  Gardens,  he  might  mention,  had 
cost. the  colony  ten  times  the  amount  the  Wel- 
lington Gbirdens  had. 

Question  put,  <<That  the  item,  £57,281  $s.,  be 
afpeed  to ; "  yx^on  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 
Mr.  Swanson 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Bums, 
Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fitzroy, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Dr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Beetham, 
Sir  B.  Doughis, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beid, 
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Atbs. 


Mr.  Montgomery, 
Captain  Morris, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  BoUeaton, 
Mr.  Bowe, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tl&kamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Teschemaker, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood, 
Mr.  Woolcock. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Moorhonse. 

NOBB. 

Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.Wason. 

TelJers. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Stout. 


to. 


The  item  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Exchange  and  commission,  i^,593  15s.,  agreed 

Chabobablb  ok  Laitd  Fuin>. 
Crown  Lands  Department,  £619,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous,  £84,118,  agreed  to. 


Chabobablb  ok  Public  Wobkb  Accoitvt. 

Beads,  £1,000,  agreed  to. 

Telegraph  extension,  £2,000,  agreed  to. ' 

Miscellaneous  public  woiks,  £55,610. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  beUeyed  that  these  items 
had  been  considered  by  the  present  GoTemmeot, 
and  would  like  to  know  why  the  first  item  bad 
been  placed  on  the  Estimates.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  a  district  like  Canterbury,  with  sueh  a  large 
Land  Fund,  ought  to  be  able  to  provide  for  tbaaa 
small  works  without  applying  to  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said,  at  that  rate,  they  would 
haye  to  go  back  and  strike  out  all  the  Canterbaiy 
yotes.  He  wished  to  explaio,  with  regard  to  tkis 
item,  "  Public  Works,  Feilding  Settlement,  eon* 
tribution  under  agreement,  £10,000,"  thskt  it  was 
to  carry  out  an  agreement  entered  into  by  their 
predecessors  with  the  Feilding  Association. 

Mr.  BEID  said  there  were  many  items  under 
this  heading  for  purely  county  works,  and,  if  th^ 
were  going  to  begin  a  system  of  placing  such 
items  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates,  be  did 
not  know  where  it  would  end.  If  it  were  to  be 
the  rule,  he  would  see  the  honorable  member  and 
get  a  road  put  on  the  Estimatet  for  the  ooun^ 
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he  liTed  in.  It  was  quite  right  to  agree  to  the 
old  liabilities  for  winding  up  the  old  state  of 
things,  but  it  was  not  desirable  to  introduce  this 
new  principle.  The  Assembly  had  created  coun- 
ties, it  professed  to  give  them  subsidies,  and  was 
now  going  to  giro  them  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  Land  Fund ;  and  why  not  let  them  oarrj 
out  those  small  works  themselres  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAK  said  the  question  the  honor- 
able gentleman  raised  had  been  diicussed  on  pre- 
vious Totes,  which  had  been  agreed  to,  although, 
according  to  the  honorable  member,  they  were 
open  to  the  same  objection  that  he  had  now 
stoted. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  understood  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  say  that  the  other  yotes  had 
not  been  considered  by  the  present  Goyemment, 
who  knew  nothing  about  tbem,  but  that  they 
were  responsible  tor  the  Estimates  now  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  had  not  made  any 
such  statement.  A  number  of  the  rotes  they 
passed  on  the  previous  occasion  were  sound  and 
useful  rotes ;  but  he  stated  that  the  Goremment 
were  not  in  a  position  to  spend  the  whole  of  the 
money,  and  the  same  remark  would  apply  to 
these  items. 

Mr.  FITZBOY  asked  the  honorable  member 
for  Akaroa  why  it  was  necessary,  in  respect  to  the 
items, "  Road,  Purau  to  Port  Le^,"  and  "  Boad, 
Port  Lery  to  Pigeon  Bay,"  to  make  those  works  a 
charge  upon  the  land  revenue  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MONTOOMEBT  said  the  reason  was, 
that  these  roads,  which  were  rery  necessary,  had 
been  neglected  for  many  years.  Money  had  been 
TOted  out  of  loan  for  works  all  orer  the  colony. 
They  had  passed  items  to  the  amount  of  £196,000 
without  a  single  word.  If  these  roads  were  not 
as  necessary  as  those  for  which  sums  were  passed 
in  the  early  part  of  the  erening,  the  House  need 
not  rote  them ;  but,  if  money  was  to  be  roted  for 
making  roads  in  one  place,  they  were  just  as 
much  bound  to  make  them  in  another.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  Selwyn  knew  anything  of 
that  part  of  the  country  he  would  know  that 
these  roads  were  necessary.  He  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery) would  not  object  to  the  rotes  being 
•truck  out  if  the  House  desired  to  adopt  that 
course,  but  if  they  were  struck  out  all  the  others 
should  be  struck  out  too. 

Mr.  BEID  demurred  to  the  idea  that  the 
House  should  pass  these  items  and  leare  a  dis- 
cretionary power  in  the  Goremment  to  regulate 
the  expenditure.  If  the  House  passed  the  rote 
it  should  be  passed  upon  the  condition  that  the 
money  should  be  expended,  unless  there  was 
some  obsta<de  in  the  way,  or  some  rery  good 
reason  for  departins  from  the  rote  of  the  House. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  thought  that  some 
of  these  might  not  be  spent.  Then,  why  ask  the 
House  to  pass  them  ?  He  would  more,  That  the 
items  be  struck  out,  one  by  one. 

Mr.  SHEEUAN  thought  it  was  rather  cool  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  try  to  make  out  a 
ease  against  them  when  he  himself,  two  months 
a^o,  asked  for  £50,000,  which  was  to  be  within 
his  absolute  control.  If  the  Goremment  found 
the  expenditttxv  desirable  they  would  go  on  with 


it,  but  if  there  were  good  reasons  why  it  should 
not  be  spent  it  would  be  sared. 

Mr.  OBMOND  understood  that  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  honorable  gentleman  as  to  the 
prorinoial  liabilities,  when  it  was  understood  that 
the  Goremment  should  take  charge  of  them,  was 
that  there  should  be  equalization:  that  was  to 
say,  that  those  prorinces  which  had  not  sent  in 
excessiro  rotes  should  receire  consideration.  He 
might  refer  speciallr  to  the  case  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  WASON  qmte  agreed  with  the  remark  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  that  they 
should  idl  start  fair  with  those  works.  Serer^ 
works  in  the  Ashburton  and  Selwyn  Counties 
had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
present  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  to  be  put  on  the 
Estimates,  and  that  erery  honorable  member  was 
to  start  fiftir.  The  items  he  referred  to  did  not 
now  appear  on  the  Estimates,  and  it  certainly 
seemed  as  if  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
had  got  a  rery  good  start  in  the  matter.  If  one 
county  in  Canterbury  was  to  be  fiEiroured  more 
than  another  it  would  produce  great  dissatisfac- 
tion. 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  item  be  omitted ;" 
upon  which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         14 

Noes         29 


Majority  against ... 

1 

ATBfl. 

Mr.  Fitnroy, 

Mr.  Sterens, 

Dr.  Henry,    . 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Macfiftrlane, 

Mr.  Teschemaker. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

TeUm'9. 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  Wason. 

Nc 

»B8. 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Montgomery. 

The  motion  was  consequently  ne^ired. 

Mr.  BEID  said  he  thought  the  item  they  had 
just  agreed  to  was  one  of  the  most  objectionable 
on  the  list,  and,  as  he  had  entered  his  protest,  he 
would  not  now  more  the  omission  of  any  oUier 
items.  He  thought  they  were  entering  upon  a 
rery  dangerous  course  in  thus  passing  items  for 
districts  where  they  had  goreming  bodies  in 
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existencei  and  who  were  not  consulted  as  to  the 
necessity  for  this  Tote. 
Item,  £55,610,  agreed  to. 

Public  BtnLDnros. 
Judicial,  £2,190,  agreed  to. 
Hospitals,  £6,000,  agreed  to. 
Offices  for  Public  Departments,  £1,600,  agreed 
to. 

Lunatic  Asylums,  £7,500,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous,  £3,745,  agreed  to, 

Chabgbablb  on  Pboyikcial  Liabilities 
Account. 

Auckland,  £1,447  8s. 

Mr.  MURRAY  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  item,  "Refund  to  H.  W. 
Famall,  £77  3e.,"  and  "H.  W.  Famall,  final 
settlement,  £500."  The  Committee  was  asked  to 
agree  to  this  vote  although  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee had  reported  against  it.  He  did  not  tliink 
Mr.  Farnall  was  entitled  to  this  rote,  and  he 
would  move  that  it  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  explained  that  £77  Ss.  was 
the  amount  which  the  Select  Committee  said  Mr. 
Famall  was  fully  entitled  to,  as  it  was  money 
which  he  had  expended  in  England  on  behalf  of 
the  colony,  and  had  shown  Touchers  for.  It 
would  be  better,  therefore,  to  pass  that  item. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  thought  the  honorable  member 
for  Bruce  was  mist^iken  in  his  idea.  If  he  would 
look  at  the  records  of  the  Committee  he  would 
find  they  reported  that  Mr.  Farnall  had  a  claim 
against  the  Province  of  Auckland  which  ought  to 
he  met.  They  did  not  say  what  the  exact  amount 
was,  because  they  were  not  able  to  do  so.  The 
honorahle  gentleman  should  not  rote  agiunst  his 
own  report. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  wished  this  vexed  ques- 
tion was  settled.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
Mr.  Famall  was  appointed  as  an  immigration 
agent  at  Home,  where  he  had  to  spend  money, 
and  was  out  of  pocket  in  working  for  the  colony. 
The  Select  Committee  reported  that  he  was  entitled 
to  something,  but  they  could  not  say  how  much. 
He  thought  £500  would  be  an  equitable  settle- 
ment of  the  whole  matter,  and  it  would  be  better 
for  the  Committee  to  vote  it. 

Mr.  MURRAY  was  aware  that  the  Committee 
said  Mr.  Famall  had  a  claim  against  the  province, 
hut  it  was  no  use  charging  it  against  a  province 
which  could  not  meet  its  own  engagements,  and 
the  colony  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  it. 
The  appointment  was  made  by  the  late  Super- 
intendent of  Auckland  without  consulting  his 
Provincial  Councilj  and  the  colony  ought  not  to 
have  to  pay  any  money  expended  under  those 
circumstances.         

Mr.  MACANDREW  thought  Mr.  Famall  had 
done  very  good  service  to  the  colony,  and  had 
induced  veiy  many  persons  to  come  out  here.  In 
f^,  his  services  in  this  respect  had  been  much 
more  valuable  than  those  of  a  great  many  who 
got  douhle  his  salary. 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  think  Mr.  Far- 
nall was  entitled  to  any  more  than  he  had 
receiyed.  He  ^as  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  go   Home   as  their  agent   when    h» 


was  a  memher  of  the  Assembly,  and  his  iim> 
sage  was  paid  Home  and  out.  He  was  aner- 
wfu^s  appointed  illegally  by  the  ProTincial  Go- 
vernment of  Auckland,  and  then  he  qajureUod 
with  the  Agent-General,  and,  after  appboation  to 
the  colony,  it  was  determined  that  his  services 
should  be  dispensed  with.  He  then  made  certain 
claims  against  the  oc^ny,  and  an  endeayonr  was 
made  to  settle  them ;  but  he  would  not  come  to 
any  settlement.  On  his  applying  to  the  AasemUy 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  recommended 
that  he  should  receive  £77  in  full  satisfaction  of 
all  claims.  He  was  aware  the  Committee  re- 
ported that  there  might  be  some  claim  agunst 
the  Proyincial  Government  of  Auckland,  but  he 
did  not  believe  there  was  any  justice  whaterer  in 
that  claim,  or  that  the  Committee  would  have 
come  to  such  a  conclusion  if  they  had  oonaidered 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  appointment.  It 
was  a  double  appointment,  and  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  Mr.  Famall  did  any  good 
service  to  entitle  him  to  any  consideration  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  wrong  in  stating  that  Mr.  Famall  was  illegally 
appointed.  The  Act  under  which  he  was  to  aot 
had  been  repealed,  but  that  did  not  render  his 
appointment  illegal.  Neither  did  Mr.  Faroaii 
hold  two  appointments.  His  appointment  by  the 
Provincial  Goyemment  was  after  he  had  oeaaed  to 
be  6(eneral  Government  Agent.  When  the  Com- 
mitttee  last  ^ear  recommended  that  Mr.  FamaU 
should  receive  the  balance  doe  to  him  by  tiie 
colony,  they  also  said  that  be  was  entitled  to 
something  more  from  the  province,  but  oonld  not 
define  the  amount. 

Mr.  DIGNAN  ^inted  out  that  the  £77  was 
money  which  Mr.  Famall  had  actually  expended 
in  England  on  behalf  of  the  colony,  for  which  he 
produced  vouchers  to  the  Committee.  The  Com- 
mittee could  not  examine  the  circumstaneee  of  his 
connection  with  the  Proyince  of  Auckland ;  bathe 
had,  for  two  years,  been  rendering  valuable  serrioe 
to  the  colony. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI,  as  a  member  of  the  Publio 
Petitions  Committee,  felt  that  be  would  be  doing 
wrongif  he  supported  the  yote.  He  did  not  think 
Mr.  Famall  was  entitled  to  more  than  the  £77 
which  the  Committee  reoommended  that  he  i 


Question  put,  "That  the  item  *H.  W.  Ew- 
nall,  final  settlement,  £500,'  be  struck  out ;"  on 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  foHow- 
ing  result : — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Miyority  for 


Migor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fitnoy, 


21 
17 


AtB8. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr,  Swanaony 
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1  Mr.  Wason. 
1  Tellers. 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 
I  Mr.  Murray. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Taiaroa, 
Mr.  Takamoana, 
Mr.  Tawiti, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  W.  Wood. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Hamlin. 


Mr.  aibbs, 
Mr.  Hurethoosei 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bonny, 
Mr.  Fisher, 
Sir  a.  Ghrey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Nahe, 
Mr.  Bowe, 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  reduced,  £947  Ss.,  agreed  to.  • 

Taranaki,  £2,870,  agreed  to. 

Wellinjrton  HospitJ,  £10,000. 

Mr.  SUTTON  wiahed  to  know  whether  the 
turn  of  £1,000  which  had  been  asked  for  the 
Napier  Hospital  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  the  Napier  Hos- 
pital  would  receive  its  due  share  of  the  money 
TOted  for  hospitals  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  BUNNY  wished  to  state  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  building  of  the  Wellington 
Hospital.  In  the  year  1874  an  Act  was  passed 
by  the  Assembly  authorizing  the  trustees  of  the 
Hospital  to  sell  the  reserves  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital.  In  1875 
the  trustees  entered  into  a  contract  to  the  extent 
of  £25,000  for  the  erection  of  the  hospital,  and 
they  sold  certain  reserves  to  enable  them  to  carry 
out  that  contract.  Last  session  a  clause  was  intro- 
duced into  a  Bill,  on  the  motion  of  the  honoraUe 
member  for  the  Thames,  which  prevented  the 
trustees  from  selling  any  more  of  the  reserves. 
The  result  of  the  action  of  the  House  was  that 
the  trustees,  having  entered  into  a  contract,  had 
no  means  of  carrying  it  out.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  the  assistance  the  trustees  received  from  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  which  gave  tbem  an  over- 
draft of  £5,000,  they  would  have  been  unable  to 
carry  out  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  said  that  the  Wellington 
Hospital  had  valuable  reserves.  In  Otago  there 
were  no  reserves  connect'Cd  with  the  hospitals. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  desirable  that  a  wealthy 
dty  like  Wellington  should  escape  scot-free 
and  hare  this  amount  voted  by  the  Assembly, 
while  other  hospitals  in  the  colony  received  no 
atsistanoe. 

Mr.  BBANDON  said  the  action  of  the  House 
had  prevented  the  trustees  of  the  Hospital  from 
dealing  with  their  endowments.  If  the  House 
had  not  interfered  the  trustees  would  have  been 
under  no  necessity  for  asking  for  this  vote. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that  the  trustees,  when  they 
found  they  were  imable  to  carry  out  the  contract, 
should  not  have  gone  on  with  the  building.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  any  offer  had  been 
made  to  the  G-ovemment  by  the  trustees. 

Mr.  BUNNT  said  the  trustees  had  had  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  correspondence  with  the  late 
GoTemment  on  the  subject,  but  they  did  not  see 
their  way  to  do  anything  at  all  in  the  nuitter. 
The    oontractors   had    ordered   a   considerable 


quantity  of  material  from  England,  and  they 
were  bound  to  carry  out  the  contract.  The 
trustees  had  made  arrangements  with  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  by  which  they  had  power  to 
obtoiu  an  overdraft  to  the  extent  of  £20,000,  but 
they  had  only  obtained  an  overdraft  of  £5,000. 
If  the  authority  had  not  been  given  by  the 
House  in  the  first  instance,  the  work  would  not 
have  been  gone  on  with,  and  the  authority  was 
taken  away  almost  on  the  last  day  of  the  session. 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  thmk  that  the 
trustees  were  altogether  blameless  in  the  matter. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Wairarapa  had 
^ven  a  true  hbtory  of  the  matter  as  to  authoriz- 
mg  the  sale  of  the  reserves  and  the  introduction 
of  a  Bill  last  session  to  give  additional  power  to 
the  trustees.  A  clause  was  introduced  into  that 
Bill  by  the  present  Premier,  prohibiting  the  sale 
of  the  reserves;  but  in  the  meantime  the  con- 
tract had  been  let.  After  the  session  the  trustees 
waited  upon  him  (Major  Atkinson),  and  a  good 
deal  of  correspondence  passed.  They  wanted  him 
to  advance  money  on  behalf  of  the  Qovemment 
to  carry  on  the  contract ;  but  he  declined  to  do 
so.  He  did  not  feel  warranted  in  committing  the 
House  to  the  expenditure.  He  distinctly  offered 
to  do  this :  If  they  would  terminate  the  contract, 
he  would  take  upon  himself  the  risk  of  paying 
out  of  unauthorized  expenditure  any  sum  that 
was  payable  up  to  that  time  for  material,  &c. 
He  told  the  trustees  that  the  whole  matter  must 
be  referred  to  the  House  for  its  decision,  and  that 
in  the  meantime  the  contract  should  be  stopped. 
The  trustees  did  not  sec  their  way  to  do  that, 
but,  despite  the  Gt)vcmment,  they  carried  on  the 
work.  He  thought  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
trustees  to  have  waited  until  the  House  had  ex- 
pressed au  opinion  on  the  matter.  When  Aboli- 
tion took  plsuce  he  told  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Wairarapa  that  the  Government  would  hare 
to  take  the  matter  up  in  some  form,  and  find  the 
money — that  they  would  aeree  to  put  a  sum  on 
the  Estimates,  so  that  the  House  might  be  asked 
to  take  the  whole  matter  into  consideration. 
That  was  exactly  how  the  matter  stood. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  said  that,  if  the  trustees  had 
incurred  a  certain  liability  without  authority,  they 
were  bound  in  honor  to  mortgage  the  reserves  for 
the  money  required  topay  me  contractors.  He 
did  not  see  that  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
vote  the  money,  especially  as  no  money  was  voted 
for  other  hospitals  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  they  could  not  raise  the 
money  by  way  of  mortgage  upon  the  reserves, 
and  an  effort  was  made  to  effect  a  compromise. 
A  large  quantity  of  plant  had  been  ordered,  and 
a  considerable  expense  incurred,  and  they  could 
not  well  stop  the  work. 

Mr.  FYKE  said  the  ooly  way  to  deal  with  the 
matter  was  for  the  trustees  to  hand  back  the 
reserves  to  the  Gk)vemment.  They  could  not 
want  both  the  reserves  and  the  money.  He  would 
support  the  vote  if  the  reserves  were  given  as 
security. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  some  understanding  would 
be  come  to  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  would 
have  to  consider  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to 
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Bell  the  reserres ;  but  whaterer  was  done  would 
hare  to  be  done  by  legislation.  No  doubt  the 
trustees  would  be  willing  to  hand  orer  the  reserres 
so  long  as  they  were  sure  the  hosnital  would  be 
built.  K  the  trustees  had  accepted  his  proposal 
the  contractors  must  have  come  to  their  terms,  as 
they  had  no  money  to  carry  on.  He  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  vote  this  sum  and  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Goremment  to  do  the 
best  they  could. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  would  object  to  the  vote 
unless  the  other  hospitals  in  the  colony  were 
similarly  treated.  If  the  reserres  were  given  as 
security  for  the  money  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  rote  the  money. 

Item,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

Nelson,  £50,  agreed  to. 

Canterbury,  £550,  agreed  to. 

Westland,  £374  16s.  7d.,  agreed  to. 

Otago,  £13,054  19s.  2d.,  agreed  to. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  unfortunately  absent 
from  the  House  when  the  vote  was  passed  for  a 
road  at  the  back  of  Mount  Egmont.  He  was 
sorry  that  the  Go? emment  had  not  seen  their  way 
to  put  a  larger  sum  on  the  Estimates.  The  road 
from  Opunaki  to  Stoney  River — a  distance  of 
thirty  miles— had  never  been  made,  the  Natives 
placing  obstacles  in  the  way.  There  had  been  no 
telegraph  put  up,  and  he  might  say  that  the  road 
was  so  bad  that  the  coach  had  ffreat  difficulty  in 
travelling  over  it.  The  proposed  new  road,  how- 
over,  would  be  a  very  much  better  one,  and  in 
travelling  to  New  Plymouth  a  distance  of  several 
miles  would  be  saved.  As  he  understood  that 
the  Gt>vemment  proposed  to  make  no  further 
land  purchases  he  would  ask  them  to  take 
£10,000  out  of  the  Taranaki  Land  Purchase 
Fund  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  road  pas- 
sable for  traffic.  On  the  road  at  present  in  use 
the  Natives  were  very  troublesome,  and  only  a 
very  short  time  ago  they  had  rescued  a  prisoner 
from  the  hands  of  the  police.  If  the  new  road 
were  made  all  difficulties  with  the  Natives  would 
.  be  avoided.  He  would  ask  the  Native  Minister 
to  introduce  a  clause  into  the  Appropriation  Act 
providing  that  the  sum  of  £10,000  should  be 
taken  out  of  the  Taranaki  Land  Purchase  Fund 
for  the  purpose  referred  to. 

Mr.  SHKBHAN  understood  that  the  road 
referred  to  by  the  honorable  gentleman  was  a 
very  necessary  one.  Some  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  in  the  vicinity  in  a  short 
time,  and  it  would  then  be  ascertained  whether 
the  road  was  so  urgently  wanted  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  made  out. 

Ukauthobized  Expenditubb. 

Provincial  Liabilities. — Eipenditure,  £92,353 
158.  9d.,  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  four 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  7th  December,  1877. 


Major  Atkinson 


Second  EemdinR— Third  Beading*— BOls  DtsekAreed  — 
Disqualification  Bill  —  Canterbary  RaihrsTS  Bill  — 
Hatt  and  Waikanae  Railway  BiB— Te  Aro  Bedaoa^ 
tion  Bill— Bailway  Bills. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfsakxb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

PlUTEBS. 

SECOND  BEADIXa. 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Woiis  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Ljttelton  Harbour    Works  Bill,   Whangarei 
Port  Bill,  Roxburgh  Reserve  BilL 

BILLS  DISCHARaED. 
Foxton  Reserves  Bill,  Timaru  Harbour  BUI. 

DISQUALIFICATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Sir,  before  pro- 
ceeding with  the  Orders  of  the  day,  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Colonial  Secretary  a  question — ^namely, 
whether  or  not  he  proposes  to  proceed  with  the 
Disqualification  Bill.        

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  do  not 
recognize  the  right  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  ask  me  any  such  question,  believing  that  I  am 
in  this  matter  perfectly  entitled  to  use  my  own 
discretion.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  takes 
the  position  of  dictating  the  course  that  I  ought 
to  pursue,  of  course  he  must  think  that  I  am 
bound  to  be  guided  by  him  ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
band,  I  am  correct  in  understanding  that  it  it 
entirely  witliin  the  right  of  the  Government  to 
decide  in  what  order  it  will  proceed  with  ita  own 
business,  or  any  portion  of  it,  I  cannot  under- 
stand upon  what  ground  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  ask  me  to  make  an  announcement  whidi 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  at  all  nec6ksary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  might  explain 
that  I  only  asked  the  honorable  gentleman  a 
simple  question.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  seek  to 
assume  any  authority  to  dictate  what  course  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  should  pursue.  I  simply 
asked  him,  for  the  information  of  the  Council,  a 
question  relative  to  a  Bill  the  second  reading  and 
the  principle  of  which  hare  been  affirmed  by  the 
Council :  after  which,  it  appears  to  me  tliat,  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  determines  not  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Council  the  details  by  which  that 
principle  should  be  carried  into  effect,  he  should 
state  so.  I  therefore  simply  ask  the  honorable 
genUeman  whether  he  proposes  to  proceed  with 
the  BiU. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  honorable  gentleman  can  make 
any  explanation,  but  I  do  not  think  he  has  any 
right  to  trarel  in  a  different  direction,  and  to  lay 
down  to  tlie  Colonial  Secretary  the  rule  by  which 
he  should  be  guided. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  simply  asked  a 
very  plain  question  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  to 
which  the  honorable  gentlenuin  has  really  given 
no  direct  answer,  but  he  has  given  an  answer 
which  in  itself  involves  a  negative.   If  the  honor 
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ftble  gentleman  giyee  no  further  mnewer,  I  shall 
asrame,  and  I  think  the  Council  will  be  justitied 
in  asiuming,  that  the  answer  amounts  to  this  : 
that  he  does  not  propose  to  proceed  with  the 
Disqualification  Bill  during  the  present  session. 
ICaj  I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  if  he  will 
kindlj  answer  that  plain  question  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  do  not 
understand  that  it  b  the  custom  that  honorable 
gentlemen,  under  the  cloak  of  questions,  should 
introduce  wearisome  discussions  about  notliing  at 
all.  I  decline  to  give  the  honorable  gentleman 
an  answer. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.—Then  I  would 
ask  permission  of  the  Council  to  make  a  motion 
without  notice,  it  being  erident,  from  the  honor> 
able  gentleman  declining  to  gire  an  answer,  that 
that  is  now  tantamount  to  an  answer  in  the 
negative.  I  would  ask  permission  to  more,  with- 
out notice.  That  the  commiltal  of  the  Disqualifi- 
cation Bill  be  the  first  Order  of  the  daj. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  rise  to 
point  out  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  raisiog 
a  question  of  order  which  you.  Sir,  distinctly  de- 
cided yesterday,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  and  which  this  Council  then 
accepted.  The  honorable  gentleman  may  hare 
reasons  for  doing  this  which  poesibly  may  he' 
purely  patriotic,  and  such  as  might  not  make 
It  appear  to  his  mind  improper,  at  this  period 
of  tne  session,  to  disturb  the  business  of  the 
>  country.  I  hope  it  is  so.  I  hope  that  in  the 
course  he  is  taking  ho  is  actuated  by  tome 
pubUo  motive ;  because  that  would  be  some 
excuse  for  interfering  at  this  moment  with  the 
public  business,  and  showing  an  insubordinate 
resistance  to  the  discipline  of  the  Council.  That, 
I  think,  is  the  only  proper  light  in  which  to 
look  upon  this  case,  because  you,  Sir,  decided 
this  question  distinctly  yesterday,  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  raising  the  question  again  now. 
Not  only  did  you  decide — ^which  was  quite  enough 
for  every  honorable  gentleman  except  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Maotell — but  you  decided  the  point  twice, 
and  the  second  time  so  distinctly  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  honorable  gentleman,  bv  any 
amount  of  ingenuity  of  argument,  to  evade  the 
absolute  rule  which  you  laid  down.  He  was 
bound  then  to  submit  to  your  distinct  ruline,  and 
therefore,  yesterday,  at  last  he  obeyed  it.  Now, 
to-day,  that  distinct  ruling,  which  it  was  so  diffi- 
cult to  get  him  to  obey  yesterday,  he  wishes  to 
endeavour  to  set  aside  asain — on  the  very  day 
when  the  session  might  legitimately  come  to  an 
end,  and  when  most  honorable  members  wish, 
if  possible,  that  certain  private  business  should 
be  considered.  Tliat  course,  I  think,  is  exceed- 
ingly undesirable,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will 
be  true  enough  to  itself  to  resist  it.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  is  trying  by  a  direct  motion  to 
overrule  the  decision  of  the  Speaker.  The  honor- 
able member  was  informed  yesterday  that  no 
other  member  could  take  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  member  who  introduced  it  a  measure  which 
he  did  or  did  not  desire  to  proceed  with  in  this 
Council.  But  I  point  out  tnat,  even  if  it  were 
pot  the  rule  witn  all  Bills,  it  would  be  most 
improper  to  allow  private  members  to  cloak,  un- 
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der  so  inconvenient  a  form,  a  direct  attack  upon 
the  Government.  I  understand  what  the  honor- 
able geullenian  means  if  he  rises  in  his  place  and 
moves  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Go- 
vernment, or  a  direct  vote  of  censure  ;  but  when 
he  rises  and  virtually  tells  this  Council  that  he 
intends  to  set  his  judgment  against  that  of  the 
Government,  and  to  take  up  Bills  which  the 
Government  have  not  proceeded  with,  nor  ex- 
pressed any  intention  to  proceed  with,  he  de- 
liberately states  to  this  Council  that  he  intends 
to  overrule  the  Ck>vemment  and  assume  its 
functions.  There  is  another  way  of  doing  that. 
The  honorable  gentleman  may  move  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence,  and  may  be  sent  for  to 
form  a  GK>vemment  of  hia  own  liking.  That  is 
position  which  is  quite  comprehensible ;  but  I 
maintain  that  to  force  an  expression  of  opinion 
ajrainst  the  Gh)vernment  under  the  very  flimsy 
ck>ak  he  has  endeavoured  to  cover  it  with,  and 
to  do  that  in  defiance  and  directly  opposed  to 
your  dedsbn,  shows  that  there  is  no  obstacle 
that  that  honorable  gentleman  will  not  overleap, 
and  no  decency  or  discipline  that  he  will  not  set 
aside,  to  gain  some  object— I  presume  it  is  an 
honorable  and  a  great  one — upon  which  he  has 
set  his  heart.  The  discipline  of  this  Council,  the 
obedience  to  the  Speaker,  and  the  acceptance  of 
the  Speaker's  rulings,  are  the  essential  conditions 
of  the  proper  conduct  of  business ;  and  if  honor- 
able gentlemen  are  to  be  allowed,  after  a  distinct 
and  deliberate  rulins  of  those  authorities  that  we 
are  bound  to  consider  final  in  these  matters,  to 
again  raise  the  points  which  have  been  decided, 
they  will  set  aside  all  order  and  all  p/oper  dis- 
cipline in  the  discussions  in  this  Council.  The 
honorable  gentleman  asked  me  a  question  on 

Eurpose  to  elicit  an  answer  which  would  enable 
im  to  do  the  very  thing  which  he  argued  last 
night,  in  opposition  to  the  Speaker,  might  be 
done.  He  was  twice  told  it  could  not  be  done ; 
and  now,  for  the  third  time,  he  brings  the  matter 
before  the  Council.  I  am  sure  the  Council  will 
not  be  so  untrue  to  itself  as  to  affirm  a  position 
which  would  be  at  onoe  a  censure  upon  the  Go* 
vemment,  a  censure  upon  the  Speaker,  a  censure 
upon  the  Chairman  of  Committeesi^  and  a  revolt 
from  all  the  usual  forms  and  rules  of,  I  think,  all 
deliberative  Assemblies. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  would  Uke  to  ask  the 
Council  whether  it  is  desirable  that  we  should 
set  aside  the  important  business  we  have  yet  to 
transact  in  order  to  discuss  a  motion  such  as  this. 
I  do  not  think  that  would  be  conducive  to  the  in- 
terests of  either  the  Council  or  the  country.  I 
think  it  is  more  desirable  that  we  should  at  once 
proceed  to  the  business  on  the  Paper,  and  I 
therefore  move,  That  this  debate  be  aojoumed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  did  not  regard 
the  ruline  of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  as  final.  The 
decision  in  this  case  will  form  a  precedent,  and 
the  question  therefore  possesses  an  importance 
beyond  its  immediate  During  upon  the  Bill 
l>efore  us.  The  question  is,  whether  this  Council 
can  order  that  a  Bill  once  placed  before  us  may 
be  taken  up  by  the  Council  although  the  membor 
who  introduced  it  may  desire  to  allow  it  to  drop. 
In  my  opinion,  once  a  measure  has  been  fairly 
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placed  before  the  Council,  it  is  the  propertj  of  the 
Council.  The  Speaker  may  rule  upon  any  point 
of  order,  but  it  is  the  right  of  the  Council  {to 
determine  what  courae  of  procedure  shall  be 
adopted  in  such  a  matter  as  this.  Altogether 
apart  from  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  it  is  the  priTi- 
ledge  of  the  Council  to  assert  its  rights  in  such 
cases  as  this.  That  is  my  distinct  impression, 
and  I  think  honorable  members  versed  in  Parlia- 
mentary practice  will  agree  with  me. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— I  think, 
Sir,  it  would  be  conyenient  to  the  Council  if  you 
gare  a  distinct  ruling  now,  because  two  honorable 
members  have  statea  that  there  was  some  ob- 
scurity in  the  decision  you  gave  yesterday.  Of 
course,  if  I  am  in  ervor  as  to  the  effect  of  that 
decision,  it  may  be  that  my  whole  argument  falls 
to  the  ground.  But,  Sir,  I  did  not  understand 
your  decision  in  that  way.  What  the  Council 
did  understand,  and  what  it  intends,  is  that  what- 
eyer  you  ruled  should  be  followed  out,  and  that 
it  should  be  left  to  you  to  interpret  the  common 
practioe. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  should  have 
been  liappy  to  haye  heard  the  opinions  of  those 
yersed  in  the  practice  of  the  Parliaments  of 
countries  goyerned  by  representatiye  institutions 
before  giying  a  defimte  reply ;  but,  as  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  general  desire  to  remain  silent,  I 
vhall  eive  m^  aecision  at  once  and  without  the 
least  hesitation.  The  maturest  consideration  I 
have  been  able  to  giye  the  subject  from  three 
o'clock  this  morning,  that*  is,  on  my  return  home 
after  the  hour  at  which  the  Council  adjourned, 
entirely  agrees  with  the  opinion  I  gaye  yester- 
day. I  haye  referred  to  all  the  best  authorities 
on  Hie  suljeot,  and  I  find  the  general  rule  to  be 
this:— 

"According  to  the  modem  practioe,  each  of 
the  different  steps  in  the  progress  of  a  BUI  can 
only  be  taken  in  pursuance  of  a  motion  regularly 
inade  and  seconded,  or  supposed  to  be  so,  and 
resolyed  in  the  affirmatiye  by  the  House ;  and  if 
ftt.any  point  in  the  regulur  course  the  proper 
motion  proceeding  with  the  Bill  is  not  made,  it 
remains  precisely  in  the  state  in  which  it  is  thus 
left If  the  proper  motion  for  pro- 
ceeding with  a  Bill,  at  each  of  its  seyeral  stages, 
is  not  regularly  made,  the  Bill  is  said  to  be 
dropped."~(Cushing~Chapter  YII.,  p.  838,  sec- 
tion 2181)    . 

The  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  which  was  the 
Order  of  the  da;^,  was  put  and  passed,  and  no 
order  or  notice  giyen  for  committaL  The  quota- 
tion is  in  entire  accordance  with  the  ruling  I  gaye 
yesterday,  but,  in  looking  oyer  the  different  autho- 
rities, aoother  phase  of  the  question  has  arisen. 
I  haye  seen  an  instance  of  this  phase,  which  I 
will  describe.  It  is  this :  that,  when  an  honorable 
member  in  charge  of  a  Bill  abandons  it,  any  other 
honorable  member  may  take  charge  of  the  Bill  at 
the  stage  at  which  it  was  dropped.  That  is  a 
wdl-asoertained  rule.  Then,  as  to  the  application 
of  that  rule.  Do  I  understand  that  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  has  abandoned  the  Bill? 
Has  he  giyen  any  indication,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, which  would  justify  any  honorable  mem- 
ber in  taking  up  the  Bill,  in  order  that  it  should 
Mon.  Mr.  Holmes 


not  be  lost  this  session  ?  That  is  the  poeitimi  of 
the  question  which  the  Council  has  to  oonuder. 
As  to  any  matter  of  ruling  I  haye  no  h^itatioa 
in  giying  my  opinion,  but  as  to  a  matter  of  iact 
I  think  the  Council  ought  to  decide — namdy, 
whether  it  is  the  express^  intention  of  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  or  not. 
If  it  is  not  his  intention,  and  it  is  so  aacertaiaed, 
then  it  is  quite  competent  for  any  honorable 
member  to  take  up  the  Bill  and  proceed  with  iL 
If  it  is  his  expressed  intention  to  proceed,  then 
no  honorable  member  has  a  right  to  interfers 
with  it  or  to  take  it  up.     - 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— I  defer  to 
this  ruling,  Sir,  as  I  haye  deferred  to  preyious 
rulings  which  haye  placed  me  at  a  disadyantaca. 
If  it  is  your  ^desire  to  put  the  Council  into  the 
position  of  deciding  what  my  intentions  are,  I 
had  better  retire  at  once.  I  am  bound  to 
say.  Sir,  that  you  haye  placed  me  in  a  position 
of  extreme  difficulty,  ana  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  remain  in  the  Council  or  take  any  farther  pait 
in  this  discussion  until  the  Council,  in  accord- 
ance with  your  directions,  has  decided  what  my 
intentions  are  in  regard  to  the  Bill.  Ton,  yester- 
day, as  I  distinctly  understood,  ruled  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  any  honorable  member  to 
take  charge  of  another  honorable  member's  BilL 
To-day  I  understand  you  to  rule  that  an  honor- 
able member  can  take  charge  of  a  Bill  that  has 
been  dropped  by  another  honorable  member. 
But  that  is  not  all.  When  you  asked  me  if  I 
had  dropped  the  Bill,  and  I  told  you  that  I 
had  not,  you  directed  that  the  Council  should 
decide  whether  I  haye  dropped  it  or  not.  That 
places  me  in  a  yery  curious  position,  a  position 
m  which  I  haye  not  previously  been  placed  hj 
any  of  your  rulings.  But,  Sir,  I  accept  it. 
We  may  sometimes  feel  a  little  personal  dis- 
appointment, but  I  recognize  it  as  due  to  your 
position  that  we  should  show  subordination  to 
the  Chair.  I  haye  never  given  any  indication 
whatever  of  an  intention  to  drop  the  Bill,  my 
intention  being,  after  the  storm  that  took  place, 
to  appoint  a  future  period  for  proposing  to  com- 
mit the  Bill.  The  fact,  now  brought  to  my  notice 
for  the  first  time  by  the  honorable  genUeman, 
that  the  Bill  is  not  on  the  Order  Paper,  is  cer- 
tainly surprising  to  me,  for  I  was  not  previously 
aware  of  it.  I  notice  that  the  Lyttelton  Har- 
bour Bill  is  the  first  Order  of  the  day,  and  it  is 
in  that  position  because  I  was  willing  to  g^ve 
precedence  to  that  and  some  other  Bills  whuch 
were  awaiting  their  second  reading.  I  may  re- 
peat, that  I  have  not  dropped  the  Bill,  and,  if  it 
IS  the  desire  of  honorable  eentlemen  that  the 
session  should  be  prolonged,  I  shall  probably  pro- 
pose the  introduction  of  a  new  clause,  because,  if 
1  remain  in  office,  I  may  require  the  assistance  of 
another  honorable  gentleman  in  conducting  the 
business  of  the  Government  in  the  Coundl,  and 
it  will  be  necessary  to  introduce  a  clause  to  give 
effect  to  that  intention ;  but  that  clauise  is  not  yet 
prepared.*  Having  said  what  I  have  to  say,  I 
shall  now  retire. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER— I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman,  out  of  courtesy  to  myself  and  out  ci 
courtesy  to  the  Council,  will  be  good  enough  to 
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remain.     The  honorable  gentleman  does  me  a 

EieTOos  injustice  when  he  rays  that  I  hare  put 
m  in  a  false  position^ 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  did  not 
•aj,  Sir,  that  jou  put  me  in  a  false  position ; 
but,  as  you  have  ruled  that  it  is  the  dutj  of  the 
Council  to  decide  what  my  intentions  are  with 
regard  to  the  Bill,  I  could  not  remain  while  that 
point  was  being  discussed. 

The  Hon.  the  SPBAKER.~It  is  but  an  act  of 
simple  justice  to  myself,  and  an  act  of  simple 
justice  to  the  CouncU,  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man should  listen  to  the  few  additional  remarks 
which  I  haTe  to  make.  I  ruled  yesterday  very 
strongly  in  farour  of  what  I  considered  to  be  the 
right  course,  and  that  ruling  was  in  the  direction 
the  honorable  gentleman  desired.  I  have  since 
carefully  considered  the  whole  matter,  and  I 
firmly  adhere  to  what  I  said  yesterday.  Further 
examination  into  the  case  has  shown  me  this : 
that,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  or  any  other 
honorable  member  abandons  a  Bill,  it  is  the  indis- 
putable right  of  any  other  member  to  take  the 

"Proceedings  thus  abandoned  are  seldom  re- 
newed; instances,  howerer,  have  occurred  in 
which  public  or  private  Bills,  which  hare  been 
dropped  by  their  original  promoters  in  conse- 
quence of  amendments  being  introduced  by  their 
opponents,  have  been  taken  up  and  carried  for- 
ward by  other  members." — (Gushing — Chapter 
XX..  Part  VIII..  p.  911,  section  2349.) 

That  view  of  the  matter  is  fully  borne  out  by 
this  passage  from  Todd : — 

"  In  1830,  a  Bill  to  consolidato  and  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  forgeries,  which  was  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Peel  (the 
Home  Secretary),  having  been  amended  by  the 
introduction  of  a  dause  abolishing  the  punishment 
of  death  for  forgery  against  his  consent,  he  re- 
nounced all  further  responsibility  for  the  BiU, 
which  was  then  taken  up  by  an  Opposition  mem- 
ber (Sir  James  Mackintosh),  who  succeeded  in 
passing  it  through  the  House.  But  the  House  of 
Lords  amended  the  Bill  so  as  to  make  it  acceptable 
to  the  Government.  Whereupon  Sir  Bobert  Peel 
resumed  the  charge  of  it,  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  the  Lords*  amendments, 
and  it  became  law." — (Todd's  *' Parliamentary 
Gbvemment  in  England,"  Vol.  2,  p.  302.) 

Now,  there  is  a  very  decided  analogy  between 
that  case  and  the  case  we  are  discussing.  My 
honorable  friend  has  unmistakably  declared  that 
he  is  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  Bill,  andi  having 
made  that  declaration  with  no  uncertain  sound, 
I  should  recommend  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  to 
withdraw  his  motion.  I  hope  that  suggestion 
and  explanation  will  be  acceptable  to  thehonor^ 
able  and  gallant  gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say,  without  wishing  in  the 
least  deme  to  dispute  your  ruling,  which  I  think 
absolutdy  correct  according  to  the  practice"  of 
Parliament,  that  it  is  only  proper  that  the  honors 
able  ffentleman  representing  the  Gk>vemment 
should  have  time  to  consult  his  colleagues  and 
see  what  course  he  intends  to  take  in  regard  to 
the  future  of  thu  BilL    I  quite  concur  with  the 


honorable  gentleman's  right  to  go  on  with  any 
measure  he  brings  before  the  Council  just  as  he 
pleases.  That  is  according  to  the  declared  custom 
of  Parliament,  which  you.  Sir,  have  just  tersely 
explained.  The  right  is  absolute  with  the  mem- 
ber who  has  charge  of  a  BiU  to  proceed  with  it  as 
he  chooses  :  but  I  would  point  out  that  the  Coun- 
cil has  a  right  to  kjiow  what  is  to  be  done  with 
this  Bill,  because  its  purpose  is  to  remedy  a  de- 
fect which  exists  in  the  present  law,  owing  to 
which  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  are  treated 
differently.  If  the  Government  say  that  they  are 
not  prepared  to  make  up  their  minds  to  go  on 
with  the  measure,  then,  I  think,  mv  honorable 
friend  should  bring  forward  his  motion.  But  it 
follows  that,  if  the  CK>vemment  will  go  on  with 
the  Bill,  the  honorable  seiitleman's  motion  must 
lapse.  However,  I  think  we  had  better  go  on 
with  the  other  business,  because,  after  the  state- 
ment of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  take  time  to  consider  the  matter. 
I  hope  the  proposed  amendment  will  be  with- 
drawn, and  that  we  shall  go  on  with  the  other 
business. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL.  —  I  think,  as  we  are 
going  to  make  a  precedent  and  an  important 
precedent,  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  every  step 
or  stage  should  be  as  clearlr  as  possible  placed 
upon  record.  The  Colonial  Secretary  himself 
complains  that  you,  Sir,  devolve  upon  the  Council 
the  duty  of  deciding  whether  he  intended  to 
proceed  with  the  Bill  or  not — in  other  words, 
that  we  are  to  decide  whether  his  statement  of 
intentions  is  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  or  not. 
Now,  I  do  not  understand  you  to  say  that.  I 
understand  you  to  say  th^  the  Council  must 
judge  of  his  intentions  because  he  did  not  state 
what  those  intentions  were.  That  was  my  under* 
standing  of  your  ruling,  and  I  trust,  if  I  am  cor* 
rect,  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  will  see  at  once 
that  the  cause  for  offence  rests  entirely  upon  a 
misunderstanding. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  regret  very 
much.  Sir,  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  cannot 
refer  to  any  action  taken  by  me  without  imputing 
motives  of  which  I  am  entirely  innocent.  I  can 
only  trust  that  those  honorable  gentlemen  who 
know  me  must  be  aware  that  I  would  not  be 
guilty  of  such  conduct  as  he  attributes  to  me, 
and  that  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  not 
in  the  position  of  knowing  me  so  well  will  be  of 
the  same  opinion  when  they  come  to  look  at  the 
facts  of  the  case.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
given  an  assurance  to  the  Coun<nl,  or  what  I 
understand  to  be  an  assurance,  that,  when  he  hat 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  what  amendments  are  to 
be  intr<Kluced  into  .this  measure,  he  will  proceed 
with  it.  No  one  can  be  better  aware  of  the  in« 
tentions  of  the  Government  as  to  the  prorogation 
of  Parliament  than  he  is.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man,  therefore,  in  making  that  assurance,  most, 
out  of  respect  to  the  Council  and  in  protection 
of  his  own  honor,  have  an  intention  of  bringing 
the  matter  before  Parliament  before  the  proroga- 
tion. If  that  be  the  case,  my  motion  falls  to  die 
ground  immediately;  but,  as  I  understand  and 
beUeve  that  the  honorable  gentleman  will  go  on 
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with  the  Bill  before  the  prorogation  of  the  As- 
semblj,  I  shall  withdraw  the  motion  I  hare  just 
made.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— I  repudiate 
any  bargain  with  the  honorable  gentleman.  I 
cannot  make  anj  bargain. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Well,  that  an- 
Bwers  the  question.    I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 

fet  the  Bill  proceeded  with.  Unfortunately,  it 
as  fallen  to  my  lot  to  bring  this  matter  forward, 
bat  I  am  not  more  interested  in  it  than  other 
honorable  eentlemen.  Indeed,  I  am  not  so  much 
interested  m  it,  because  my  interest  in  it  begins 
and  ceases  with  the  desire  to  see  an  amendment 
in  the  law  which  will  place  members  of  both 
Houses  on  exactly  the  same  footing.  I  may  say 
that  I  now  consider  it  a  daty  to  myself  and  a 
duty  to  the  Council  to  ask  honorable  gentlemen 
to  express  their  opinions  upon  the  subject,  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  represents  the  Gorem- 
ment  having  giyen  a  sort  of  gtioW-updertaking 
that,  if  the  session  were  prolonged,  he  woidd  pro- 
ceed with  the  Bill,  although  he  now  declines  to 
enter  into  any  bargain 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— With  you. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  do  not  want 
any  bargain  or  any  assurance  from  the  honorable 
gentleman.  Perhaps  I  would  not  place  the  same 
Talue  upon  any  assurance  from  him  as  members 
of  the  Council  generally  would.  I  do  not  want 
an  assurance  from  him.  I  want  an  assurance  to 
be  giren  to  the  Council :  but,  as  he  will  not  give 
that  assurance,  then  it  devolves  upon  me  to  see 
that  all  forms  of  the  Council  are  used  in  order  to 
get  this  Bill  through  the  Council.  I  shall  now 
aak  yoQ,  Sir,  to  put  the  question.  I  refuse  to 
witiidraw  my  motion. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.— I  think  the  Council 
will  bter  me  out  when  I  say  that  the  latter  part 
of  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary should  be  accepted  at  once  as  a  declaration 
that  this  question  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Oouncil. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— On  that  inter- 
pretation, I  immediately  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  motion. 

Amendment  and  motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

The  Council  subsequently  went  into  Committee 
on  the  Bill. 

IK  OOMMITTBB. 

Clause  8. — ^Exemptions. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  moved.  That  the 
words  *'  or  Harbour  Board  "  be  inserted. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  as  printed  stand 
part  of  the  Bill ;  **  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

6 


Ayes         

Noes         

Majority  against ... 


2 


%xt  F.  Dillon  Bell, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G-.  B.  Johnson, 

Son.  Mr,  ManUU 


Atsb. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Mantell. 


Nobs. 

Dr.  Grace,  Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Pharazyn,  Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Bobinson,  Mr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Bussell, 

The  words  were  consequently  inserted,  and  the 
clause  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  to  the  CounciL 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  MANTELL  said,—!  hope  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretair  is  convinced  by  this  time  thai 
the  imputations  he  has  cast  upon  me  of  denring 
to  hound  a  man  down  are  without  foundation,  u. 
he  is  not,  I  hare  only  to  tell  him  that  the 
Bill  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand  bears  a  similar 
amendment  to  that  which  waa  proposed  in  the 
otlier  Bill  by  myself.  I  had  no  intention  of 
hounding  any  man  down. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.- It  would 
be  unbecoming  of  me  to  refuse  to  accept  the 
explanation  of  the  honorable  gentl^nan.  I  do 
accept  it,  and  have  much  pleasure  in  retracting 
any  expressions  I  have  used  which  may  have 
caused  him  any  pain. 

Bill  read  a  Uiird  time. 

CANTEBBUBY  BAILWAYS  BILL. 

ADJOUBKBD  DBBATB. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  said  the  Committee  to 
whom  this  Bill,  the  Strath  Taieri  Bill,  and  the 
Hutt-Waikanae  Bill  were  referred  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  past 
these  Bills,  if  only  with  the  object  of  preventing 
the  land  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  speculators. 
Those  who  had  read  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee  would  agree  with  the  concluaion  at 
which  they  had  arrived.  Speaking  of  the  three 
Bills,  he  might  say  that  they  were  merely  of  a 
tentative  character,  and  their  great  reoommendA- 
tion  was  that  they  would  reserve  the  land  fto/m 
sale  until  the  railways  were  made,  instead  ol 
allowing  speculators  to  come  in  and  buy  it  op, 
which  they  would  assuredly  do  knowing  that  tbe 
railways  must  be  made  at  some  time  or  another. 
It  would  be  needless  to  treat  these  Bills  aa  indi« 
vidual  Bills.  The  Committee  who  considered 
them  sat  day  after  day,  and  gave  the  matter 
earnest  and  thoughtful  consideration,  their  con- 
clusion being  that  the  whole  of  them  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  colony.  As  to  the  lines  of  rail- 
way on  the  West  Coast,  he  might  say  that  the 
land  proposed  to  be  reserved  would  not,  in  ita 
present  condition,  sell  for  more  than  5b.  aa  aere^ 
except  in  anticipation  of  the  railway  being  made. 
But  if  the  railway  were  made  before  the  land  wag 
sold  it  would,  be  felt  convinced,  bring  as  much  aa 
£2  an  acre.  He  knew  of  one  instance  in  whidi 
a  recommendation  was  made  to  the  Wellington 
Crown  Lands  Office  to  reserve  certain  land  for  a 
township,  but  the  recommendation  receiTed  no 
att^tion;  and  the  consequence  was  that  the 
land  fell  into  private  hands,  was  laid  off  as  a 
township,  and  was  now  selling  at  pnces  ranging 
from  £5  to  £10  a  quarter-acre.  That  was  the 
case  of  the  Eiwitea  Township,  in  the  Province 
of  Wellington,  which  was  reeentiy  laid  oE    la 
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BQoh  caaee  it  would  be  well  for  the  State  first  of 
all  to  reserye  the  land  until  the  railway  was  made, 
beeause  then  enough  would  be  got  out  of  the 
sale  of  the  land  to  pay  for  the  railways,  instead  of 
allowing  speculators  to  step  in  and  charge  any 
price  they  liked  for  the  land,  as  they  would  do 
when  the  Gbvemment  came  to  require  it  for 
railway  purposes.  To  pass  these  Bills  as  they 
stood  was  the  most  prudent  course  the  Govern- 
ment oould  adopt.  They  would  hare  the  effect 
of  stopping  sales,  the  State  would  get  the  benefit 
of  the  rise  in  the  Talue  of  its  property,  and  a 
large  area  of  land  would  be  opened  up.  What 
the  country  seemed  to  have  done  in  the  past  was 
to  throw  away  its  land  before  population  came  to 
occupy  it,  instead  of  holding  land  imtil  population 
came,  as  they  had  done  in  Canterbury.  Large 
qaantities  of  land  had  been  sold  in  the  ProTinoe 
of  Wellington  at  5s.  and  10s.  an  acre*  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  rent  now  at  £1  per  acre  per 
annum.  Looking  at  the  fact  that  these  Bills 
merely  had  the  effect  of  locking  up  the  land  until 
next  session,  it  waa  desirable  that  they  should 
pass.  If  not,  speculators,  knowing  that  the  for- 
mation of  the  lines  was  contemplated,  would  step 
in  and  take  the  land,  and  when  the  Qt)Ternment 
wished  to  make  a  railway  it  would  hare  to  pay 
three  or  four  times  the  price  given  by  those 
speculators.  It  would  be  giving  to  private  in- 
dividuals that  which  the  State  would  otherwise 
get,  and  would  be  robbing  the  State  of  the  in- 
creased value  which  the  railways  would  give  to 
the  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  proved  what  had 
been  sufficiently  proved  ahreiidy — ^that  railways 
enhanced  the  value  of  land.  If  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  that  railways  should  be 
made  out  of  the  land,  it  would  be  a  more  judi- 
cious thing  to  reserve  all  unsold  land  in  the 
colony,  ^norable  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  very 
much  afraid  of  enriching  the  people.  He  wished 
to  know  what  the  duty  of  the  Qt>vemment  was,  if 
it  were  not  to  enrich  the  population.  He  did  not 
say  that  this  was  a  means  that  ought  to  be  adopted 
for  enriching  them ;  but  there  was  no  harm  done 
to  the  country  through  the  people  becoming 
wealthy.  If  the  people  were  wealthy  they  could 
afford  to  pay  taxation,  and  if  they  were  poor  they 
could  not.  Why  he  objected  to  these  particular 
railways  was,  because  the  colony  had  incurred  a 
debt  for  the  construction  of  a  trunk  line,  and  it 
was  now  proposed  that  certain  districts  should 
have  railways  without  any  cost  to  themselves. 
Not  much  harm  could  come  to  the  oolony  through 
tbe  people  getting  the  land;  and  then  let  the 
people  themselves  make  tbe  railways  when  they 
found  that  they  were  wanted.  If  the  scheme  of 
constructing  a  main  trunk  railway  were  carried 
out,  tbe  colony  would  have  done  as  much  as  it 
ought  to  do  in  this  direction.  It  would  be  found 
that  the  people  would  be  ready  enough  to  engage 
in  enterprises  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the 
value  of  the  lands  when  they  came  to  be  owners 
oi  tlioee  lands  and  found  that  there  was  sufficient 
traffic  for  railways.  He  would  be  quite  willing 
to  reserve  all  the  unsold  lands  until  it  was  seen 
where  nulwaya  eould  be  made,  and  had  no  olgee- 


tion  that  they  should  be  made  out  of  the  lands ; 
but  the  principle  should  not  be  applied  only  to 
particular  districts.    

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  that,  in 
the  year  1867,  before  they  had  any  railway  mania 
and  before  they  had  any  Public  Works  policy,  as 
it  had  been  called,  he  moved  in  the  Council  the 
following  resolution : — 

"  That  the  Council  is  of  opinion  that,  for  the 
better  protection  of  the  interests  and  safety  of 
the  public,  it  is  desirable  that  all  proposals  for 
the  construction  of  public  railways  should  be 
submitted,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  considera- 
tion and  sanction  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
colony,  and  that  the  Government  be  requested  to 
bring  in  a  Bill,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  give 
effect  to  this  resolution." 

He  subsequently  moved  that  there  should  be  a 
Boyal  Commission  to  decide  what  ought  to  be 
the  uniform  railway  gauge  for  the  country,  to 
have  the  lines  laid  off,  and  the  lands  reserved — 
lines  that  were  thought  to  be  most  suitable  for 
main  railways;  and  the  Council  adopted  the 
following  address  to  the  Governor  on  the  sub- 
ject:— 

"  We,  the  Legislative  Council,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  humbly  pray  that  your  Excellency 
may  be  pleased  to  issue  a  Commission  to  com- 
petent persons  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  rail- 
way communication  throughout  the  colony,  and 
more  especially  to  detennine  which  are  the  most 
advantageous  lines  for  trunk  railways,  with  a 
view  to  the  reservation  from  sale  of  a  portion  of 
the  unsold  Crown  lands  adjacent  to  such  lines ; 
and  also  to  inquire  whether,  in  all  Acts  here- 
after to  be  passed  by  the  Legislature  for  the  con- 
struction of  railways,  provision  ought  not  to  be 
made  for  securing  one  imiform  gauge  throughout 
the  colony,  and  what  that  gauge  should  be." 

Before  they  eot  so  learned  in  railways  and  in 
reservations  as  they  were  now,  he  t^k  that  course; 
and  he  would  have  no  hesitation  wliatever  in  sup- 
porting that  proposal  now,  if  he  were  a  private 
member  of  the  Council  and  if  it  were  brought 
down  by  the  Gk)vemment.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  propose  to  the  Council  the 
railways  which  it  considered  desirable  the  colony 
should  make,  and  it  was  judicious,  from  a  busi- 
ness point  of  view,  to  reserve  the  lands  adjacent 
to  those  lines  to  secure  to  the  Goyemment  the 
increment  of  value  which  the  railways  would 
occasion.  It  was  very  much  to  be  regretted,  for 
reasons  which  were  not  all  of  a  character  that 
they  could  look  back  upon  with  any  satisfaction, 
that  that  course  had  been  invariably  neglected 
by  the  Government  since  1870.  There  had 
been  no  effort  made  to  take  power  to  reserve 
land  from  sale;  there  had  been  no  desire,  ap- 
parently, to  interfere  with  the  speculators  who  had 
speculated  so  largely  upon  the  results  that  those 
railways  would  produce.  In  itself,  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  proposal  for  the  Canter- 
bury railways  if  it  were  made  clear  to  him  that 
the  lines  were  to  be  taken  through  Crown  lands, 
to  give  access  to  new  districts,  and,  in  fact,  to 
render  saleable  land  which  it  would  otherwise  be 
impotsible  to  sell.  He  was  bound  to  say,  with 
rmveaoe  to  the  Provinoe  of  Canterbury,  that  he 
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had  heard  the  statement  made  that  the  land  was 
nearly  all  sold  for  the  last  ten  years  j  yet  much 
had  been  disposed  of  since  then,  and  he  hesi- 
tated now  to  beliere  (hat  any  portion,  except,  per- 
haps,  the  extremely  high  mountain-land,  would 
not,  within  a  reasonable  time,  find  a  market  at 
the  fixed  price.  lie  did  not  believe  that  in  all 
cases  it  was  a  good  thing  to  the  buyer  to  pur- 
chase land  of  that  character  for  such  a  price, 
but  it  was  an  acknowledged  fact  that  in  all 
countries  the  purchase  of  land,  where  it  had  ac- 
quired a  settled  talue,  was  the  worst  inyestment 
that  could  be  made,  and  paid  the  smallest  inter- 
est. He  was  told  that  eren  now  in  the  Colony 
of  Victoria  money  was  lent  upon  land  at  prices 
not  much  higher  than  mortgage  rates  in  England. 
That  showed  at  once  how  favourite  and  secure  an 
investment  land  was.  The  result  of  the  facility 
of  getting  money  lent  on  land  was,  that  people 
paid  extravagant  prices  for  it ;  so  much  so  that, 
as  a  rule,  the  return  from  land  was  less  than  from 
any  other  investment  in  the  country.  He  be- 
lieved, therefore,  that,  when  they  were  told  that 
any  land  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  in  dis- 
tricts where  it  was  considered  reasonable  to  ask 
for  a  railway,  would  not  sell  for  5s.  an  acre,  they 
were  asked  to  extend  their  credulity  a  great  deal 
too  far.  Personally,  if  he  were  a  private  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  he  would  oppose  this  pro- 
posal, and  nothing  would  induce  him  to  be  a 
party  to  m  system  of  securing  all  the  most  readily 
saleable  land  in  Canterbury,  to  compel  the  CK>* 
yemment  to  construct  railways  whicn  might  not 
be  the  right  railways  to  undertake.  It  was  quite 
possible  that  all  they  heard  about  these  railways 
might  be  perfectly  true :  it  might  be  true,  also, 
that  it  was  a  good  thing  to  have  railways  in  a 
hundred  other  places  he  coidd  name ;  but  it  vras 
the  peculiar  function  of  the  Government  to  say 
whether,  bearing  in  mind  the  probability  or  other- 
wise of  the  railways  paying,  the  fairness  of  the 
proposal  to  other  portions  of  the  country,  and  its 
relation  to  the  main  scheme  upon  which  the  colony 
had  spent  so  much  money,  these  were  the  very 
railways  which  ought  to  be  constructed  first  and 
immediately  proceeded  with.  They  had  made 
the  Land  Fund  colonial  revenue,  and  the  setting 
aside  of  the  land  as  now  proposed  had  no  other 
meaning  than  pledging  the  country  to  spend 
£750,000  more  in  railways  in  certain  localities 
in  the  Province  of  Canterbury.     The  effect  of 

Cing  this  Bill  would  be  to  give  these  particular 
I  preference  over  any  other  lines  which  the 
Government  might  l>e  disposed  to  construct ;  and, 
more  than  that,  it  might  be  used  as  an  argument 
to  press  the  Gbvemment  to  make  railways  when 
the  finances  of  the  country  might  not  justify  any 
further  extension  of  railways  for  the  moment.  It 
would  be  conceded  that  it  was  not  reasonable  to 
push  railway  construction  to  any  very  great  ex- 
tent further  at  present.  They  had  overdrawn 
their  railway  account,  and,  having  spent  a  little 
too  much,  must  pull  in  their  horns  for  a  time. 
However,  with  regard  to  these  particular  lines, 
h0  wai  in  this  position,  and  he  wished  to  deal 
frankly  with  the  Council,  for  his  difficulty  vras 
one  which  was  inseparable  from  party  goTem- 
ment :  Tho  Gtovemment  to  which  he  belonged 
Hon  Colonel  Whitmore 


had  voted  for  the  proposal  He  vras  one  m«n- 
ber  of  the  Government  which  he,  in  many  re- 
spects and  in  most  respects,  believed  to  be  the 
most  desirable  one  for  the  country,  and  the  only 
one  which  had  the  courage  to  propose  what  he 
had  so  long  advocated  in  the  Council — the  taking 
of  the  Land  Fund.  Finding  himself  in  that 
position,  he  thought  it  right  to  sacrifice  a  little  on 
the  one  hand  to  gain  to  ytrj  much  more  on  the 
other.  The  late  Gh>vemment  had  proceeded  on 
a  course  of  policy  whidi  ought  to  nave  had  no 
logical  conclusion  except  to  declare  the  Land 
Fund  to  be  colonial  revenue;  but  they  stopped 
short — they  stopped  short  just  where  they  oueht 
to  have  gone  on,  and  held  thdr  hand.  For 
that  reason,  he  had  throvm  in  his  lot  with 
their  opponents,  and  he  should  never  look 
back  except  with  pleasure  to  that  which  he 
conceived  to  be  the  greatest  achievement  thai 
he  had  ever  seen  in  political  life  since  he  had 
been  connected  with  it — ^he  meant  the  taking  of 
the  Land  Fund  and  making  it  colonial  revenue, 
which  it  ought  to  have  been  since  the  outset  of 
the  colony.  As  the  Government  had  supported 
this  scheme  in  another  place,  he  was  bound  to 
support  it  with  his  vote  in  the  Council.  The 
Government  had  not  identified  themselyes  witli 
it,  nor  pressed  it  forward,  but  they  had  looked 
with  individual  favour  upon  it.  Members  of  the 
Cabinet  had  given  their  votes,  and  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  as  a  whole  had  left  Parliament  to  decide 
upon  it.  They  knew,  therefore,  that  to  press 
other  railways  in  the  same  district,  even  if  th^ 
were  more  desirable,  would  be  attended  wita 
certain  difficulties  :  still,  they  should  not  be 
behind  in  their  duty  if  they  found  that  there 
were  other  railways  that  ought  to  be  made  before 
these ;  and,  in  spite  of  these  Bills,  if  they  passed 
the  Assembly,  the  Government  would  consider 
that  it  was  their  duty  in  such  a  case  first  to  con- 
struct the  others.  It  was  not  a  pledge  on  their 
part  that  the  first  railways  to  be  made  in  Can- 
terbury would  be  these  lines,  nor  vras  it  a 
pledge  that,  if  the  Government  found  that  the 
colonial  finances  would  not  bear  further  railway 
construction  for  a  while,  they  would  instantly 
make  them ;  but  they  would,  all  things  being 
equal,  make  these  lines  in  preference  to  any  others 
in  that  direction,  and,  if  the  colony  could  afford 
it,  they  would  proceed  with  th^  construction  as 
soon  as  it  could  reasonably  be  done.  That  vras 
all  the  Government,  by  voting  as  they  had  done 
for  these  Bills,  undertook  to  pledge  itself  to 
do  if  they  became  law.  But  this  vras  part 
of  a  proposal  which  was  half  affirmed  before 
the  present  Government  took  office.  They 
came  in  in  medias  re*;  but  for  the  future  the 
stand  they  would  take  in  Parliament  with  re- 
gard to  such  proposals  would  be,  that  when 
they  were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  the 
Government  would  set  their  fisoes  strenuously 
against  them  unless  they  were  brought  in  by 
Ministers,  by  their  authority,  on  thenr  own  re- 
sponsibility, and  at  their  recommendation.  It 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  conduct  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  upon  any  other  bans.  If 
every  member  of  Parliament  was  entitled  to 
have  a  hobby,  and  to  bring  it  f orwazd,  in  eon- 
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junction  with  other  schemes  of  the  same  kind 
from  all  sides  of  the  House,  it  would  be  absolutely 
impossible,  with  the  smallest  regard  to  economy 
in  our  finances,  in  justice  to  the  country  or  to  the 
.foreign  creditor — whom,  for  that  matter,  he  did 
not  look  upon  as  having  quite  as  much  right  to 
interfere  as  some  honorable  gentlemen  supposed 
— it  would  not  be  compatible  with  justice  to  our 
own  people,  to  our  own  country,  and  to  our 
own  credit  to  allow  a  system  to  become  a  nor- 
mal one  in  this  country  of  haviog  these  great 
schemes  brought  down  by  private  individuals. 
In  this  matter,  therefore,  his  action  was  fettered. 
For  the  reasons  he  had  given,  he  must  vote  for  the 
Bill,  but,  to  speak  franldy,  he  must  admit  he  did 
not  like  it.  He  had  had  a  certain  amount  of 
hesitation  in  joining  the  Government,  because 
there  were  one  or  two  points  of  this  description 
upon  which  he  did  not  foel  that  he  could  go  quite 
80  far  as  his  colleagues.  Honorable  members,  no 
doubt,  would  be  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  his  posi- 
tion in  this  matter,  but  there  was  one  ground 
which  justified  and  induced  him  to  join  the  Go- 
Ternment  in  spite  of  these  Bailway  Bills,  and  that 
was  that  they  took  the  Land  Fund  and  made  it 
colonial  revenue.  Although  these  Bills  passed  he 
would  not  agree  to  any  of  these  railways  being 
pressed  forward  if  there  were  other  railways 
which  it  was  more  important  to  make.  He  had 
no  local  knowledge  of  these  lines,  but  would  pay 
great  attention  and  attach  great  weight  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  and  he  would  hope  that 
these  lines  would  turn  out  to  be  so  promising 
as  to  justify  the  Government  in  proceeding  vrith 
them  at  once.  With  that  explanation,  he  would 
eupport  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  that  when  he 

gave  his  Tote  in  favour  of  the  Strath  Taieri  line 
e  did  so  because  it  was  proved  to  his  satisfaction 
that  the  lands  through  which  the  lino  would  run 
"were  Crown  lands,  and  the  increased  price  given 
to  the  lands  by  the  construction  of  tne  rauway 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony  at  large. 
However,  in  respect  to  this  Bill  he  had  no  infor- 
mation as  to  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  these  Canterbury  lines  would  pass,  and, 
until  he  was  convinced  that  as  much  eood  would 
be  done  by  these  lines  as  he  believed  would  be 
done  by  the  Strath  Taieri  line,  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  proposal. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  that  when  he 
gave  his  vote  on  the  Strath  Taieri  line  he  did  so 
conscientiously,  because  he  believed  it  would  de- 
yelop  the  resources  of  an  unknown  country  and 
open  up  an  almost  new  colony,  the  whole  of 
the  land  through  which  it  passed,  at  the  same 
time,  being  Crown  land.  In  this  case,  he  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  lines  to  be  made,  ex- 
cept that  they  were  to  run  from  certain  points  to 
other  certain  points  in  different  directions.  He 
would  willingly  vote  for  the  Bill  being  passed  if 
he  could  do  to  conscientiously,  but  he  could 
sot  do  so.  Since  he  had  been  in  that  Cham- 
ber he  had  always  given  his  votes  conscientiously, 
but  ho  had  not  sufficient  knowledge  whether  these 
lines  were  required  or  not  required.  He  did  not 
know  whether  they  were  public  lands  or  private 
Undft  that  were  to  be  benefited.    There  were  no 


plans  brought  before  them  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Strath  Taieri  proposal.  In  fact,  honorable  gentle- 
men were  left  to  their  imagination  to  discover 
where  the  lines  should  be  made.  He  could  not 
8upi>ort  the  Bill,  nor  could  he  support  the  Hutt- 
Waikanae  line.  Both  proposals  seemed  to  have 
been  rushed  in  because  certain  land  had  been  set 
apart  for  the  Strath  Taieri  line. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  K.  JOHNSON  had  yoted  for 
the  Strath  Taieri  line  because  a  considerable  ex- 
tent of  country  would  be  opened  up  by  it  and 
great  good  would  be  done.  He  quite  agreed  with 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  that,  whether  the  proposal  was 
carried  out  at  once  or  not,  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  do  to  reserve  the  land  and  insure  that 
it  should  not  pass  into  the  hands  of  private 
speculators,  from  whom,  when  the  railway  came 
to  be  made — and  it  must  be  made — the  colony 
would  hare  to  purchase  the  land  at  a  higher 
price.  With  regard  to  the  present  Bill  he  was 
not  so  well  informed ;  but,  from  the  statement  he 
had  heard  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  he  believed 
the  railways  themselves  were  desirable  in  the 
same  way  as  the  Strath  Taieri  Railway,  if  not  to 
the  same  extent,  at  least  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  therefore  he  thought  the  Bill  should  be 
passed ;  at  any  rate,  that  the  land  should  be 
reserved.  With  regard  to  the  Hutt- Waikanae 
line,  he  thought  it  was  a  very  desirable  line  :  in 
fact,  he  thought  it  would  have  been  much  better 
if  the  main  trunk  line  had  originally  taken  the 
Hutt-Waikanae  course,  instead  of  going  through 
the  Wairarapa,  and  the  Hawke's  Bay  line  should 
have  come  into  the  Wairarapa,  not  through 
Woodvillo,  but  from  a  more  easterly  direction. 
For  the  reasons  he  had  given  he  should  vote  {or 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  seemed  to  look  upon  this 
question  too  much  as  to  how  it  affected  localities, 
but  these  lines  were,  in  reality,  a  part  of  the 
Public  Works  policy  of  1870,  and  the  Council 
should  have  looked  at  the  matter  in  that  light. 
It  had  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  that  no 
land  would  be  opened  up  by  these  lines,  but  if 
the  honorable  gentlemen  who  said  it  had  looked 
at  the  evidence  they  would  have  seen  that  certain 
lands  would,  if  these  lines  were  built,  be  made 
available,  and  would  sell  at  once.  The  evidence 
showed  that  in  one  district  blocks  of  land  had 
been  applied  for  but  the  applications  allowed  to 
lapse,  because  there  were  no  means  of  access  to 
the  land.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  these 
were  actually  extensions  of  lines  already  made, 
which  would  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Provin- 
cial Government  had  it  continued  to  exist.  He 
might  mention  that  on  the  Oxford  and  Malvern 
line  a  large  bridge  had  been  built  over  one  of  the 
rivers,  costing  £3,000  or  £4,000,  specially  adapted 
for  carrying  a  line  of  railway.  If  these  branches 
were  made  they  would  lead  to  an  increase  in 
the  traffic  on  th  main  lines,  and  would  develop 
not  only  a  timber  trade  but  the  coal  deposits. 
As  was  well  known,  considerable  quantities  of 
timber  and  coal  would  have  to  be  carried  for  the 
supply  of  the  settlers  at  these  places.  If  the 
Council  proposed  to  adopt  the  principle  that  re- 
serves of  land  should  be  made  for  the  purpose  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


776 


Oanterhufy 


[COTTNCIL.] 


SaUwm/s  Bill.  [Dec.  7 


constructing  railwajs  they  should  take  these  Bills 
as  a  whole.  When  the  survejs  were  made  the 
Council  would  have  before  it  information  which 
would  prove  whether  these  railways  should  be 
gone  on  with.  He  knew  something  of  the  country 
through  which  the  Canterbury  and  Otago  lines 
would  pass,  and  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  the 
Strath  Taieri  line  would  create  a  considerable 
amount  of  traffic.  With  respect  to  the  Canter- 
bury lines,  he  had  not  the  least  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  in  two  or  three  years  they  would  pay 
handsomely.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  country 
through  which  the  Hutt-Waikanae  line  would 
pass,  but  according  to  the  eyidence  it  would  tap 
a  large  tract  of  country  which  would  never  be 
made  accessible  to  the  port  except  by  means  of 
this  railway. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASER  asked  whether 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  would  be  content  to  take  the 
lines  one  by  one  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee, 
because,  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley,  he  believed  that  it  was  intended  by  the 
Provincial  Government  of  Canterbury  to  carry 
out  some  of  these  railways.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  do  that,  he  (Captain  Fraser) 
would  give  him  his  vote. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  various 
lines  were  mentioned  in  the  schedule,  and  when 
the  schedule  came  up  for  discussion  it  would  be 
quite  competent  for  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
move  that  each  be  considered  separately. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLEY  said  that  the  pro- 
posals in  regard  to  these  railways  had  been  care- 
mlly  considered  by  the  Conmiittee,  and  had  been 
the  subject  of  much  attention  in  the  districts  to 
which  they  related.  He  did  not  see  what  harm 
could  result  from  the  passage  of  these  Bills. 
They  simply  asked  that  a  certain  amount  of  land 
should  be  reserved  to  protect  the  public  interest, 
and  if  the  lands  were  surveyed  the  necessary 
steps  would  be  taken  by  the  Government  to  give 
definite  answers  upon  the  question  next  session. 
One  great  object  in  passing  the  Bills  was  to  get 
the  surveys  made,  and  the  information  thus  ob- 
tained would  form  a  reliable  guide.  All  the 
branch  railways  in  Canterbury  had  paid  renuirk- 
ably  well.  Only  the  year  before  last  a  line 
twelve  miles  long  was  constructed,  and  everybody 
said  that  it  would  not  pay ;  but  experience  proved 
it  to  be  a  great  success.  He  had  seen  eighteen 
or  twenty  drays  waiting  their  turn  to  get  near 
the  roilway  to  discharge  their  loads  of  grain,  and 
that  line  had  opened  up  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
acres  of  country.  If  the  surveys  were  made  the 
Government  would  be  in  a  position  to  say  next 
year,  "  This  is  a  desirable  line ;  we  will  go  on  with 
it ;"  and  in  the  case  of  others  they  might  say, 
"  The  prospects  of  this  line  are  not  sumoiently 
good  ;  therefore  we  will  not  construct  it,"  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  consent  to  pa^s  the 
Bill,  because  one  main  object  was  to  get  reliable 
information. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  suggested  that  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  complained  of  want  of 
information  upon  the  subject  should  read  tlie 
report  of  the  Committee,  who,  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hart  pointed  out,  spent  a  greot  deal  of  time  in 
considering  the  subject.  They  had  collected  a 
Hon.  Mr.  Buckley 


considerable  amount  of  information,  which  wn 
appended  to  the  report  that  was  now  on  the 
table.  He  hoped  the  proposals  would  not  suffer 
because  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  and  other 
honorable  gentlemen  had  not  read  the  reporit 
If  the  Council  were  asked  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  the  lines,  then  be  should  sa^,  un- 
doubtedly, that  plans  ought  to  be  submitted; 
but  idl  that  was  asked  now  was,  to  allow  tlie 
lands  to  be  set  apart  and  to  have  the  surveys 
made.  The  Council  was  not  committing  itself  to 
any  large  expenditure.  One  honorable  member 
asked  whether  these  lines  ran  through  any  extent 
of  Crown  lands.  If  the  honorable  geoUeman 
read  the  report  he  would  see  that  they  did  so 
partially ;  but  there  was  this  difference  betwe^i 
the  Canterbury  lines  and  the  Strath  Taieri  line : 
that  only  a  portion  of  the  land  alon^de  the 
Canterbury  Imes  was  Crown  land,  while  in  the 
case  of  the  Strath  Taieri  line  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  land  through  which  it  passed  belonged  to 
the  Crown.  Beyond  the  termination  of  the  Can- 
terbury lines  there  was,  however,  a  very  large 
amount  of  land  which  bad  not  yet  passed  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Crown — more  than  would  be 
found  beyond  the  terminus  of  the  Strath  Talm 
line.  The  Canterbury  lines  would  open  op  a  very 
large  quantity  of  land.  There  was  this  additioDal 
reason  why  the  land  should  be  reserved  in  the 
case  of  these  lines  :  that  it  was  at  present  open 
for  sale,  and,  if  tliey  did  not  make  a  reservation, 
that  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  pointed  out  would 
happen — the  land  would  be  sold,  and  the  specu- 
lator would  get  the  benefit  of  its  increased  value. 
In  fact,  sales  had  taken  place,  since  this  inquiry 
was  begun,  in  a  direction  which  he  never  contem- 
plated would  occur  for  a  long  time,  merely  from 
the  fact  that  these  railways  were  contemplatod. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'now,'  proposed 
to  be  omitted,  stand  part  of  the  question ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         11 

Noes         7 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Acland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brolt, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hall, 


A  788. 


Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  G.  B.  Johnaon, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
Colonel  WhitoxMV, 
Mr.  Wigley. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Chamberlin,  Mr.  Bobinson, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston,  Mr.  Russell, 

Mr.  Lahmann,  Mr.  Williamaon. 

Mr.  Pharozyn, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  was  rood  a  second  time. 

HUTT  AND  WAIKANAE  RAILWAY  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  and  the  evidence  showed 
the  grounds  which  induced  the  Committee  to 
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believe  that  this  was  a  line  the  construction 
of  which  would  be  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
the  colonj.  A  question  was  asked,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  on  the  Canterbury  lines,  as  to  the 
reasons  which  existed  justif jing  the  proposal  for 
the  construction  of  the  Hutt-Waikanae  Rail- 
way. But  it  would  be  remembered  that  tlie 
original  proposal  that  was  submitted  to  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  and  which  was  examined 
bj  the  Committee  of  the  Council,  was  onlj  to  the 
effect  that  a  reservation  of  the  land  should  be 
made,  and  proper  plans  and  surveys  taken  during 
the  recess,  so  that  Parliament  might  have  the 
means  of  judging  next  session  whether  it  was 
wise  or  proper  to  construct  the  line.  That  pro- 
posal, in  fact,  formed  the  model  upon  which  the 
Committee  acted  in  their  recommendation  with 
respect  to  the  other  lines,  and,  though  there 
might  be  particular  objections  on  the  part  of 
some  honorable  members  to  the  proposal  in  the 
case  either  of  the  Strath  Taieri  or  the  Canter- 
bury lines,  the  measure  before  them  could  hardly 
receive  anything  but  the  consent  of  Parliament, 
because  the  modesty  of  the  proposal  itself 
recommended  it.  It  had  been  shown  beyond 
any  doubt  that,  if  they  wished  to  utilize  the 
country  on  the  West  doast  between  Otaki  and 
Manawatu,  which  contained  a  veiy  large  area  of 
fertile  and  valuable  land,  they  must  make  a  rail- 
way to  it.  He  had  already  expressed  the  opinion 
that  no  proposals  of  this  sort  should  be  made 
except  by  the  Government,  whose  proper  execu- 
tive duty  it  was  to  make  such  proposals.  He 
was  glaa,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  had 
recofnmended  that  no  contract  should  be  entered 
into  nor  any  work  done  until  the  full  assent  of 
Parliament  had  been  obtained.  But  it  would  be 
a  wise  proceeding  if,  in  all  these  cases,  they  al- 
lowed the  necessary  surveys  to  be  carried  out, 
and  inquiries  as  to  the  traffic,  the  character  of 
the  land,  Ac.,  to  be  made,  during  the  recess,  so 
that  next  session,  instead  of  having  merely  poli- 
tical proposals  brought  before  them,  they  wotdd 
have  materials  upon  which  to  form  a  fair  and 
Boond  judgment.  Nothing  that  they  were  now 
doing  pledged  them  to  construct  a  single  line 
of  railwar  or  to  expend  one  penny  upon  the 
lines.  When  the  information  came  before  them 
liext  year,  if  it  proved  to  be  of  a  satisfactory 
nature  they  could  give  it  favourable  considera- 
tion. If,  as  he  feared,  the  state  of  the  finances 
next  year  showed  them  that  no  further  expendi- 
ture could  be  safely  entered  into,  the  process 
they  were  now  taking  would  not  put  them  one 
whit  backwards,  nor  prejudice  in  any  way  the 
freedom  with  which  Parliament  could  come  to  a 
decision  next  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  supposed  it  was  no 
use  saying  anvthing,  as  the  Council  seemed  to 
have  taken  a  nt  of  passing  everything  that  came 
before  it.  Enough  had  been  said  to  convince 
honorable  members  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
way  to  deal  with  the  waste  lands.  The  colony 
had  already  incurred  very  heavy  liabilities.  They 
were  told  that  their  debts  were  greater  than  they 
could  bear,  and  they  had  only  the  other  day 
]^assed  a  Bill  to  borrow  another  large  loan.  How 
was  the  interest  to  be  paid  ?    They  hid  also 
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passed  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill,  by  which 
it  was  clearly  shown  that  it  was  necessary  to 
take  the  Land  Fund  and  put  it  into  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  to  make  the  rerenue  appear  any- 
thing like  equal  to  the  expenditure.  Tnere  had 
been  great  fault  found  about  taking  the  Land 
Fund,  and  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  injustice, 
and  so  on.  In  talkin£|  about  their  debt  they  were 
continually  told  that  it  was  a  great  deal  more  in 
comparison  with  the  rerenue  than  the  debts  of 
other  colonies.  Now,  in  all  other  colonies  the 
Land  Fund  was  consolidated  revenue.  It  was 
expected  that  when  the  Land  Fund  of  New  Zea- 
land was  brought  into  the  consolidated  revenue 
they  would  be  able  to  show  a  fair  and  decent 
balance  to  their  credit.  But  they  had  no  sooner 
passed  a  measure  colonializing  the  Land  Fund 
than  they  began  to  reserve  their  lands  in  all 
directions.  They  were  told  that  they  were  not 
passing  any  measures  that  would  come  into  im- 
mediate operation,  that  there  would  be  plenty 
of  time  to  consider  those  proposals  during 
the  recess,  and  that  a  Bill  would  have  to  b^ 
brought  down  next  session  giving  power  to  put 
those  lines  into  operation.  That  was  all  very 
well,  but,  as  far  as  his  recollection  went,  this 
mode  of  procedure  had  in  similar  cases  been  but 
the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  and  in  future  sessions 
it  would  be  argued  over  and  over  aeain  that  this 
land  had  been  set  aside ;  and  it  would  be  very  dif- 
ficult to  reverse  the  decision  which  th^  might 
come  to  on  the  present  occasion.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Hart  told  them  that  the  construction  of  these  rail- 
ways would  be  a  very  great  boon  to  the  country, 
and  that  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  land 
which  would  take  place  would  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  lines.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  applied  that  remark  to  the  par- 
ticular case  under  discussion  he  (Mr.  Robinson) 
should  not  have  called  it  in  question,  for  no  doubt 
the  honorable  gentleman  know  more  about  the 
Hutt-Waikanae  line  than  he  did  ;  but,  when  the 
honorable  member  began  to  talk  about  the  in- 
creased value  these  railways  were  to  give  to  the 
land  in  the  Middle  Island,  he  hoped  the  honor- 
able eentleman  would  excuse  him  for  saying 
that  he  was  then  speaking  about  a  subject 
of  which  he  had  very  little  knowledge  indeed. 
If  the  honorable  member  would  look  at  the 
schedule  of  the  Bill  which  had  just  been 
passed,  and  upon  the  merits  of  which  he  had 
dilated  so  strongly,  he  would  see  that  these  rail- 
ways were  proposed  to  be  made  through  land 
that  was  already  private  property.  That  land 
would  be  increased  in  value,  no  doubt,  but  the 
revenue  of  the  countiy  would  not  derive  any 
benefit  from  such  increase.  The  only  argu- 
ment that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  brought 
forward  the  Canterbury  Railways  Bill  could  ad- 
duce in  favour  of  it  was  that,  if  there  was  only 
a  limited  amount  of  unsold  land  alongside  the 
line,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  fine  agricultural 
land  at  the  termini.  That  might  or  might  not 
be  the  case,  but,  at  anv  rate,  the  railway  would 
not  give  increased  value  to  that  land.  If  the 
colony  were  to  derive  all  the  benefit  from  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  land,  reserves  ought  to  be 
made  contiguous  to  the  line  of  railway  on  each 
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side.  It  was  proposed  bj  the  preyioas  Bill  to 
take  the  land  here,  there,  and  every  wherQ,  and  to 
make  the  railways  increase  the  value  of  other 
people's  property,  leaving  the  property  of  the 
Crown  just  in  the  same  state  in  which  it  was 
before.  That  would  be  spending  money  which 
ouffht  to  go  into  the  general  Exchequer  in  making 
rauwtiys  through  a  country  that  had  no  more 
right  to  expect  railways  to  be  made  out  of  the 
public  funds  than  any  other  part  of  the  country 
— Auckland,  Southland,  or  anywhere  else.  Why 
should  they  lock  up  this  land  for  the  purpose  of 
making  rail  ways  in  these  localities  specially  ?  They 
bad  done  away  with  the  provinces,  and  he  main- 
tained that  it  would  be  quite  as  just  to  reserve  a 
large  block  of  land  in  the  Canterbury  Province  t^ 
make  a  railway  in  Auckland  as  it  was  to  construct 
one  where  it  was  now  proposed.  He  defied  any 
honorable  gentleman  to  get  up  and  say  that  Can- 
terbury had  any  more  right  to  have  a  railway 
made  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  that  were 
now  proposed  to  be  reserved  than  any  other  part 
of  the  colony  had.  A  good  many  years  ago, 
when  the  Public  Works  p(Hicy  first  came  down,  he 
said  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  carry  out  the 
policy  unless  the  abolition  of  the  provinces  took 
place ;  and  vet  members  in  the  Council  still  talked 
about  provinces,  and,  when  they  discussed  the 
question  of  a  reserve  being  made  here  and  there, 
the  word  "  province"  came  m,  and  it  was  contended 
that  railways  should  only  be  made  in  the  province 
in  which  certain  reserves  were  set  aside.  There 
was  a  probability  of  a  great  deficiency  occurring  in 
the  revenue.  It  bad  already  been  proved  that 
unless  they  got  the  Land  Fund  there  would  be  a 
very  large  deficit  indeed,  and,  now  that  they  were 
about  to  reserve  the  land  for  this,  that,  and  the 
other  purpose,  and  to  endow  this,  that,  and  the 
other  institution,  how  would  it  be  possible  to 
meet  the  deficiency  which  would  undoubtedly  be 
found  to  exist  on  the  30th  June,  1878?  The 
money  that  had  been  received  from  the  sale  of 
the  waste  lands  would  have  been  squandered  in 
the  Middle  Island  in  making  railways,  and  would 
not  be  available  to  meet  deficiencies  in  the  reve- 
nue, which  deficiencies  the  people  of  the  North 
Island  had  to  contribute  their  share  towards  mak- 
ing good.  He  came  from  the  Middle  Island,  and 
would  be  personally  benefited  by  the  proposed 
reservation  of  these  lands ;  but  he  had  never 
been  a  Provincialist.  When  he  first  set  his  foot 
in  New  Zealand  he  felt  that  he  belonged  to  the 
colony,  and  he  felt  now  that  equal  justice  ought 
to  be  done  from  one  end  to  the  other.  They 
were  not  doing  equal  justice  by  the  proposal  to 
pass  these  Bills,  and  that  was  why  he  troubled 
the  Council  with  these  remarks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  would  answer  one  or 
two  points  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  address. 
He  asked,  Where  would  the  colony  be  on  the  80th 
June  next  year  if  there  was  a  deficiencv?  It 
would  not  have  had  one  acre  of  these  lanos  sold. 
The  lands  would  be  there  for  all  purposes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  might  be  allowed 
to  explain.  He  did  not  say  the  lands  would 
have  been  sold — they  might  not  be  sold  by  the 
30th  June  next,  or  by  the  80th  June,  1890 ;  but 
they  were  part  and  parcel  of  a  fond  they  had  a 
Son,  Mr,  Mobinton 


right  to  look  forward  to  as  a  source  of  cobsial 
revenue. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  said  there  would  not  be 
one  acre  of  those  lands  sold  at  the  end  of  the 
time  mentioned,  and  they  would  be  as  available 
for  any  deficiency  which  then  existed  as  they 
were  now.  The  only  efiect  would  be  that  they 
would  be  reserved  from  sale  until  Parliament 
determined  whether  or  not  it  would  apply  them 
to  this  purpose.  Parliament  would  have  just  as 
much  control  over  those  lands  at  that  time  at  it 
had  now.  He  was  not  one  of  thoee  who  advo- 
cated the  sale  of  land  because  there  was  a 
prospect  of  an  immediate  profit.  He  was  quite 
sure  that  lands  in  the  Province  of  Wellington 
had  been  literally  thrown  away  because  they  had 
not  been  reserved  from  sale  until  a  population 
had  come  to  bid  a  proper  price  for  them.  The 
whole  of  the  arguments  that  had  been  used 
would  have  weight  if  it  were  proposed  to  make 
the  railways  or  to  authorize  the  Q-ovemment  to 
make  them ;  but  these  Bills,  as  they  had  been 
altered  in  Committee,  expressly  prohibited  the 
Q-overnment  from  entering  into  any  contract  for 
the  formation  of  these  railways  until  the  necessaiy 
information  was  before  Parliament.  Tfaey  express^ 
prohibited  any  commencement  of  work  on  these 
railways  until  the  whole  matter  was  before  Par- 
liament for  adjudication.  With  regard  to  this 
particular  line,  the  evidence  was  that  it  would 
go  through  land  absolutely  the  property  of  the 
Government,  through  a  very  small  proportion  of 
private  land,  and  through  some  portion  of  Native 
land.  The  greater  portion  of  the  land  proposed 
to  be  reserved  would  be  land  actually  made  tale- 
able  by  the  railway  itself.  If  the  Bill  were 
passed  it  would  cause  those  lands  to  be  reserved 
from  sale  for  seven  or  eight  months,  and  would 
cause  those  railway  lines  to  be  reviewed  by  Par- 
liament when  they  had  some  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  before  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  said  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hart  totally  forgot  that  this  was  the  initia- 
tion of  a  new  policy.  If  that  policy  were  a  good 
one,  why  put  it  off  until  1878  ?  They  were  about 
to  borrow  a  million  and  a  half  to  carry  out  th« 
public  works  of  the  colony,  and  why  was  not  a 
portion  of  that  money  set  apart  for  this  porpote  P 
It  appeared  to  him  that,  while  honorable  gentle- 
men were  teeking  to  benefit  the  colonv  within 
the  colony,  they  were  quite  forgetful  that  they 
were  injuring  the  colony  outside  by  the  initiation 
of  a  new  policy  totally  at  variance  with  the 
poli(^  carried  out  in  the  past  with  regard  to 
pubhc  works.  Such  a  policy  should  meet  with 
the  entire  sanction  of  the  Government,  or,  on 
the  contrary,  it  should  meet  with  the  oppontion 
of  the  Gt}vemment.  It  seemed  astonishing  that 
Bills  of  this  kind  should  be  allowed  to  be  brought 
in  bv  private  members.  It  was  a  total  delegation 
of  tne  duties  of  the  Government.  He  was  at  a 
loss  to  reconcile  it  with  ordinary  prudence  or 
ordinary  good  government. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  in 
the  year  1870,  when  the  Public  Works  policy  was 
introduced,  it  was  considered  by  certain  honorable 
gentlemen  in  the  Council,  who  had  not  the  cla- 
mour before  their  eyes  that  blinded  Sir  JulLut 
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Togel's  immediate  followers,  that  it  was  rnshed  on 
the  floor  of  the  Council  without  the  most  ordinary 
business  care.  Those  gentlemen  tried  all  they 
could  to  delay  the  action  of  the  OoTemment  for 
one  year.  That  was  a  moderate  and  reasonable 
request.  They  stood  out  as  long  as  they  possibly 
could  to  preTent  the  means  of  the  country  from 
being  wasted  on  ill-considered  and  ill-digested 
plans;  and,  when  it  was  impossible  to  get  a 
minority  of  two  figures  in  another  placej  they  con- 
tested the  propose  in  the  Council  for  two  or  three 
days,  and  at  last  when  they  went  to  a  diyision  they 
only  lost  it  by  the  casting  Tote  of  the  Chairman  of 
Committees.  The  whole  publio  were  looking  on, 
and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  were 
at  their  bar;  the  utmost  excitement  preyailed: 
■till  the  Council,  by  almost  a  majority,  asserted 
the  principle  that  they  should  not  go  into  that 
■cheme  without  proper  inquiry,  and  without 
fasTing  plans  and  surTeys  before  them.  What 
happeuMl  in  the  district  in  which  this  railway 
was  proposed  to  be  made  was  this:  The  pro- 
yincial  map — the  land  sales  advertisement  of  the 
province — ^was  jplaced  on  the  table,  with  a  red 
mark  an  inch  wide  down  the  middle  i  and  some- 
body was  able  to  say — with  what  mental  reserva- 
tion he  could  not  conceive — that  that  was  a 
surveyed  line  of  railway.  What  had  been  the 
consequence?  On  the  other  side  of  the  Bimu- 
taka  there  was  a  diflSculty,  which  had  to  be  re- 
ferred to  competent  authorities,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  Une  proposed  was  ridiculous,  and  that 
it  would  cost  three  times  what  it  ought  to  cost, 
merely  for  maintenance.  They  found  that  from 
the  top  of  the  Hutt  oyer  to  the  Wairarapa  the 
railway  went  on  an  unnecessarily  steep  slope,  and 
passed  through  a  tunnel  of  most  expensiye  cha- 
racter, and  the  trains  would  haye  to  be  pushed  up 
by  peculiarly  Urge  engines,  which  would  be  an  ex- 
pense for  all  time.  And  now  they  had  a  proposal 
before  them  which  was  practically  an  admission 
that  the  whole  line  was  a  mistake.  Ix>ddng 
back  at  those  times,  those  whose  prophecies  had 
oome  true  had  a  right  to  speak — to  say,  "  In  the 
past  we  have  shown  a  certain  amount  of  foresight 
—do  not  iieglect  what  we  say  now."  He  would 
■aj  that  to  construct  this  line  to  drain  away-  the 
traffic  from  the  present  line,  which  would  not  for 
years  pay  interest  on  the  cost  of  its  construc- 
tion, wotdd  be  a  suicidal  and  short-sighted  policy. 
What  was  the  traffic  expected  on  this  line,  and 
what  were  the  lands?  Honorable  gentlemen 
were  quite  right  in  saying  that  these  lands  would 
not  sell  at  a  high  price  at  present,  and  it  was 
only  by  looking  at  those  things  from  a  sanguine 

e>int  of  yiew  that  they  could  assume  that  those 
nds  would  bring  a  liigh  price  if  the  railway 
were  made.  How  was  the  railway  to  be  dealt 
with  if  it  did  not  pay?  That  was  a  question 
which  must  force  itself  upon  the  people  of  the 
colony  before  long.  According  to  the  Act  of 
1871,  any  deficiency  that  existed  between  receipts 
and  expenditure  was  to  be  raised  by  dii«ct 
taxation  upon  the  district.  That  was  the  law  of 
the  land  now ;  and,  although  the  rest  of  the  legis- 
lation had  not  been  brought  into  force  declaring 
bow  that  taxation  was  to  be  levied,  still  that  was 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  one  day  or  another  it 


would  no  doubt  be  put  into  force.  Then  what 
would  happen  in  a  district  like  this,  with  two 
railways  to  carry  a  rather  moderate  traffic  ?  The 
district  would  be  completely  ruined,  as  Tasmania 
was  some  time  ago,  in  trying  to  maintain  the 
railways.  It  would  be  intolerable  to  other  dis- 
tricts, particularly  to  those  producing  a  large 
Land  ^nd,  to  have  to  continue  paying  for  the 
loss  on  the  working  of  railways  in  other  districts ; 
and  the  end  would  be,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Land 
Fupd,  that  the  larger  number  would  refuse  to  be 
sacrificed  by  the  lesser,  and  would  insist  on  steps 
being  taken  which  would  be  for  their  own  pro- 
tection. What  they  would  do  would  be  to  shut 
up  the  railway,  sell  the  railway,  or,  if  any  lunatic 
could  be  found  for  the  purpose,  lease  the  railway. 
He  would  not  be  a  party  to  this  proceeding  at  all. 
The  district  from  Foxton  to  Wanganui  had  a 
railway  ;  they  had  giyen  Wanganui  a  liberal  en- 
dowment for  a  harbour.  The  district  from  Wel- 
lington to  Foxton  was  not  of  a  character  which 
would  carry  a  dense  population  at  any  time.  He 
spoke,  of  course,  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Crown. 
If  it  did  carry  a  tolerably  large  population,  and 
if  the  railway  oyer  did  come  to  be  largely  used, 
it  would  turn  out  that  the  entire  traffic  in  that 
direction  would  leave  Masterton. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Then  do 
not  make  the  line  to  Masterton. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  would  have 
been  prepared  to  do  that;  but  at  this  moment 
there  was  a  large  fertile  district  at  Masterton, 
and  there  was  the  traffic  to  hand,  and  for  many 
years  it  would  be  greatly  in  advance  of  any  line 
in  an  easterly  direction.  And  the  trunk  line 
from  Kapier,  if  it  ever  came  down  to  Wellington 
— and  he  did  not  think  it  would  do  so  in  his 
lifetime — ^would  not  bring  goods,  because  it  would 
never  pay  to  send  goods  from  the  Buataniwha 
Plain  down  by  Masterton.  All  that  would  be 
carried  by  that  line  would  be  passengers,  and 
the  passeager  traffic  alone  likely  to  come  would 
not  pay.  That  would  also  be  the  case  with 
respect  to  the  West  Coast  lines.  Besides,  the 
Legislature  had  already  done  enough  for  the 
West  Coast  by  giving  them  a  harbour  at  Wanga- 
nui, another  at  Foxton,  and  a  road  through  the 
Gbrge  into  Masterton.  There  was  no  line  of  rail- 
way paying  in  the  North  Island— that  was,  paying 
5  per  cent,  over  and  above  working  expenses. 
The  Napier  line,  which  was  about  the  best  in  the 
North  Island,  did  not  pay  tliat.  The  New  Ply- 
mouth line  was  ridiculous  as  a  financial  specula- 
tion, and  was  being  carried  on  now  at  the  expeiise 
of  the  rest  of  the  colony.  The  Foxton-Mana- 
watu  line  might  be  doing  pretty  well,  but  it  never 
could  pay  any  large  amount,  because  the  dis- 
trict was  too  small.  He  was  informed  that  the 
Masterton  line  promised  to  pay ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  would  always  haye  a  heavy 
drag  upon  it  in  the  shape  of  the  Bimutaka  Hill. 
He  set  his  face  absolutely  aeainst  any  more 
speculations  in  railways  in  the  North  Island  untH 
the  main  lines  were  completed  and  showed  a 
prospect  of  paying.  So  long  as  the  main  scheme 
was  incomplete,  the  North  Island  should  not  bu»> 
den  itself  with  these  branches.  They  could  not 
afford  to  take  Canterbury  as  an  example.     That 
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was  a  highlj-faTonred  place.  It  alwaji  got  the 
bett  of  anjr  bargain  it  entered  into.  It  was  one 
of  the  privileges  of  Canterbury  to  do  that.  He 
did  not  put  that  down  altogether  to  the  elo- 
qoenoe  or  adroitness  of  the  members  for  Can* 
terburj  :  a  great  deal  was  due  to  the  prestige  of 
being  so  wealthy  and  magnificent.  It  was  an 
old  saying,  ''  To  those  who  hare  much  shall  be 
given."  But  the  people  of  the  North  Island,  who 
trembled  when  they  asked  for  anything,  and 
were  frequently  snubbed,  and  sometimes  insulted, 
should  not  go  into  these  wild  railway  specula- 
tions. They  should  stick  to  the  main  trunk  sys- 
tem until  it  was  completed.  That  was  the  reason 
why  he  should  vote  against  the  Hutt-Waikanae 
line.  No  doubt  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  was  leiy 
sincere,  but  he  was  a  little  too  sanguine. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  JOHNSTON  said  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  be  under  a  mis- 
conception as  to  the  character  of  the  land  be- 
tween Paikakariki  and  Foxton :  it  was  some  of 
the  best  land  in  the  colony,  and  was  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  colony  or  in  the  hands  of  the 
Natires. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  that,  although  it 
was  the  Hutt-Waikanae  Railway  that  was  under 
consideration,  he  could  not  help  noticing  how 
frequently  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  kept 
referring  to  Canterbury.  He  had  referred  to  the 
▼ery  handsome  manner  in  which  the  colony  had 
treated  Canterbury,  and  said  that  Canterbury 
should  get  no  more.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
return  of  the  value  of  the  Crown  lands  of  the 
colony,  made  out  on  the  authority  of  the  Surreyor- 
General.  From  that  he  noUcea  that  the  whole 
knd  of  the  colony  was  valued  at  £16,000,079,  of 
which  value  one-third  was  represented  by  Canter- 
bury lands.  The  Canterbury  lands  were  estimated 
to  be  worth  £5,788,000.  Of  the  land  in  the  Can- 
terbury Provincial  District  it  was  proposed  to  set 
aside  350,000  aojlBs,  valued  at  £2  per  acre,  so 
that,  irrespective  of  that  reserve,  there  was  still 
£5,000,000  worth  of  land  in  Canterbury  to  be 
absorbed  by  the  colony.  It  was  nearlv  double 
the  value  of  the  whole  of  the  land  in  the  North 
Island,  and  yet  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
•aid  there  was  no  Land  Fund  in  Canterbury. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  did  not  say 
there  was  no  Land  Fund,  but  he  might  mention 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wigley,  in  the  presence  of  two 
or  three  gentlemen,  had  told  him  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Land  Fund  being  made  colonial 
revenue,  there  would  be  no  more  Land  Fund  in 
Canterbury. 

:(he  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  thought  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretarr  had  shown  clearly 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  this  railway.  He 
moved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  three  months. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  port  of  the  question  ;*'  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         9 

Noes         6 


Majority  against 

H<m,  Colonel  WhUmor^ 


8 


Mr.  Aeland, 
Sir  F.  DiUon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Pharazyn, 
Mr.  Robinson, 


Mr.  Hart. 

Mr.  G.  R.  JohBmm, 
Mr.  J.  JobnstOD, 
Mr.  Wi^ey. 


NOBB. 

I  Mr.  RuBsell, 

Colonel  Whitmon, 
I  Mr.  Wilson. 


The  Bill  was  coosequently  read  a  aeoond  time. 

T£  ARO  RECLAMATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART,  in  moving  the  aeeoad 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  enable 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Wellington  to 
reclaim  a  portion  of  seventy  acres,  for  which  thej 
held  a  Crown  grants  in  the  foreshore  of  Te  Arow 
It  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  public  to  im* 
prove  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  dtj  by  eover^ 
ing  up  the  offensive  beach  at  the  head  of  the  bay, 
a  beach  which  exhaled  effluvia  which  aooonnted 
more  than  the  want  of  drainage  for  the  fever 
which  existed  during  a  portion  of  the  year  in  that 
part  of  the  city.  It  was  proposed  to  enable  the 
Corporation  to  borrow  £100,000  for  the  purpose, 
and,  vriih.  the  amendments  which  he  prcpoaed  to 
introduce  in  Committee,  to  secure  the  payment  <^ 
that  money  by  the  land  proposed  to  be  reclaimed^ 
and  in  the  meantime  to  provide  for  payment  d 
the  interest  of  the  money  by  the  power  which 
it  gave  to  the  Corporation  to  levy  an  additional 
special  rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  on  the  rateable 
properly  of  the  city.  The  amendments  woald 
also  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  those  persons  who  were  entitled  to  water 
frontages  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  which  front- 
ages were  reserved  to  them  by  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  under  which  the  Corporation  was  en* 
titled  to  this  property,  which  agreement  was 
issued  pursuant  to  *'The  Public  Keaervet  Act^ 
1854."  The  amendments  would  also  provide  for 
the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund,  by  which  the  whcde 
proceeds  of  the  land  would  be  applied  to  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  debt,  and  they  also  provided 
that  Uie  water-frontage  rights  should  be  settled 
before  any  money  was  raued.  These  were  the 
general  objects  of  the  BilL  It  had  been  carefpUy 
framed,  and  would  contain  the  same  pioviskms 
for  enabling  the  securities  to  be  dealt  with  which 
were  contained  in  the  Dunedin  Loans  Consotidai* 
tion  Bill,  a  Bill  which,  he  was  told  by  finapcicn, 
should  be  the  type  of  all  their  borrowing  Bills,  as 
it  enabled  the  creditors  to  deal  with  the  seoorities 
which  were  issued  for  the  loan.  He  begged  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  moved.  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  private  Bill,  as  it  deaU 
with  private  rights,  and  three  months*  notiee 
should  therefore  have  been  given  to  the  persons 
whose  rights  were  interfered  with.  Under  aay 
circumstances,  it  was  a  Bill  which  should  not 
be  introduced  in  the  last  hour  of  the  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  thou^  this  was  a 
very  desirable  work.  They  had  been  asked  that 
evening  to  givs  away  800,000  acres  of  land  for 
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whftt  he  might  call  a  poiTate  speoalation,  and,  now 
that  a  Bill  was  submitted  to  tbem  the  object  of 
which  was  to  reclaim  a  large  quantity  of  land 
which  would  more  than  paj  for  the  expense  of 
i^lamation,  an  honorable  member  proposed  to 
reject  it.  It  was  true  that  it  was  introduced  late 
in  the  session,  but  that,  he  presumed,  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced 
it.  They  were  all  more  or  less  interested  in  the 
work,  as  they  would  now  haye  to  liye  in  Welling- 
ton for  six  months  in  the  year,  and  he  hoped  the 
Bill  would  not  be  shelred. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  he 
seconded  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Captain 
Fraser,  not  because  he  disapproTcd  of  the  pro- 
posal, but  because,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Bating 
Bill  and  other  proposals,  there  was  not  time  to 
properly  consider  them.  It  was  ridiculous  to 
ask  the  Council  to  sanction  the  borrowing  of 
£100,000  to  reclaim  a  part  of  the  harbour  with- 
out the  slightest  information  as  to  the  cost  of  the 
work  or  any  other  necessary  information  being 
placed  before  them.  It  was  unfair  to  ask  them, 
within  a  few  hours  of  the  prorogation,  to  assent 
to  such  a  scheme.  The  necessary  information 
should  hare  been  placed  before  the  Council  four 
months  ago,  and  he  hoped  the  proposal  would  be 
allowed  to  stand  oyer  for  a  year,  in  order  that 
they  might  haye  time  to  fairly  consider  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  could  not  sup- 
port the  Bill.  He  had  no  objection  to  reclama- 
tion generally,  but  he  thought  the  Wellington 
Corporation  had  sufficient  work  of  the  kind  on 
its  bands  at  present.  The  people  of  Wellington 
were  reclamation-mad.  They  were  now  reclaiming 
a  pieoe  of  land  large  enough  to  build  a  town  upon, 
and  this  scheme  should  he  allowed  to  stand  oyer. 
There  was  more  than  that :  The  people  interested 
in  the  reclamation  going  on  at  present  would,  to 
a  certain  extent,  receiye  injustice  if  an  opposing 
■cheme  were  sanctioned,  and  the  Council  should 
defer  any  further  action  until  the  result  of  that 
scheme  was  known.  The  first  piece  of  ground 
x«<daimed  extended  from  the  wharf  to  the  Lion 
Foundry,  and  eyen  that  ground  was  not  ooyered 
with  bmldings.  He  belieyed  it  was  Paying  ^ery 
well  now,  but  when  he  first  came  to  Wellington, 
in  1869,  there  were  about  three  buildings  upon  it, 
or,  at  all  eyents,  not  more  than  half  a  dozen,  and  it 
was  thought  at  the  time  to  be  a  bad  speculation. 
But,  owing  to  the  Public  Works  scheme,  and  to  the 
consequent  prosperity  of  Wellington,  owing  to  its 
being  the  seat  of  €k>yemment,  the  value  of  pro- 
peKy  of  all  kinds  had  so  increased  and  trade  had 
ao  extended  that  the  land  was  now  very  yaluable. 
The  reclamation  at  present  in  progress  was  four 
or  fiye  times  greater  in  extent  than  that,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  the  General  Goyemment 
Buildings,  a  few  railway  buildings,  and  some 
aheds,  there  was  nothing  on  the  ground  at  all. 
Tet,  in  the  face  of  that,  it  was  now  proposed  to 
reclaim  a  piece  of  ground  at  the  other  end  of  the 
town,  but  not  yery  fyr  off,  to  the  extent  of  some 
•ixty  or  seventy  acres.  He  would  be  yery  glad  to 
■ee  that  done  some  day,  although  he  had  not  the 
■lightest  interest  in  Wellington.  He  liked  to 
•ee  eyerr  town  in  New  Zetland  go  ahead,  and 
tiM  whole  oonatry  prosperous,  bcoMiM  what  was 


i|  beneficial  to  one  part  of  the  country  must  be 
beneficial  to  the  rest.  Although  he  came  from 
Auckland,  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  thought 
Wellington  was  erery thing  that  was  bad.  On 
the  contrary,  he  considered  Wellington  one  of 
the  prettiest  places  he  bad  eyer  seen;  but  he 
agreed  with  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  that  it  would 
be  a  little  sweeter  if  better  drained.  He  sup- 
posed that  in  the  course  of  time  this  latter  defect 
would  be  got  oyer,  and  honorable  members  when 
they  came  to  Wellington  would  enjoy  better 
health. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BBETT  considered  that  the 
lateness  of  the  session  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  pass  this  Bill,  for  if  they  considered 
it  a  desirable  measure  they  could  pass  it  through 
all  its  stages  in  a  yery  few  minutes.  One  eff'ect 
of  the  Bill  would  be  the  improyeroent  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  because  Te  Aro 
was  yery  unhealthily  situated,  and  the  reclama- 
tion would  enable  the  sewers  to  be  carried  into 
deep  water,  and  proper  means  for  the  drainage  of 
that  part  of  the  town  would  thus  be  affo^ed. 
They  all  knew  that  Wellingtoa  was  a  lovely  city, 
and  equal  in  point  of  beautr  to  any  place  in  the 
world.  Viewed  from  any  point  it  was  a  charming 
place,  and  he  believed  that,  if  it  were  a  healthy 
town,  people  from  every  part  of  the  world  would 
come  and  re»ide  in  it.  The  great  drawback  was 
its  very  bad  sanitary  arrangements. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  thought  there 
was  not  much  to  be  said  in  regard  to  this  scheme. 
It  would  be  a  yery  laudable  scheme  if  it  were  not 
a  little  too  early  to  begin  it.  The  only  question 
was,  whether  it  was  not  a  little  too  early  in  the 
day.  It  was  proposed  to  reclaim  at  the  Te 
Aro  end  before  the  reclamation  at  the  Thomdon 
end  was  either  completed  or  occupied.  He  did 
not  agree  with  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  that  the 
effect  of  the  reclamation  would  be  to  improve 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  because  the 
danger  in  that  respect  always  existed  most  in 
the  case  of  low-lying  land,  and  the  Te  Aro  part 
of  the  town  had  been  built  upon  vrithout  pro- 

6ir  precaution  haying  been  nuide  for  drainage, 
e  snould  like  to  see  some  provision  in  the  Bill 
making  it  imperative  that  proper  sewers  should 
be  constructed.  The  great  scheme  for  the 
diuinage  of  Wellington,  he  thought,  had  better 
be  fairly  begun  before  the  reclamation  at  the  Te 
Aro  end  was  undertaken  ;  but  that  was  only  a 
matter  of  opinion.  If  the  Town  of  Wellington 
liked  to  undertake  this  speculation  there  could 
be  no  doubt  about  its  ability  to  bear  the  burdens, 
and,  as  business  men,  the  local  body  probably 
understood  what  they  were  doing.  The  colony 
was  very  Uttle  interested  in  the  matter.  The  re- 
clamation up  to  the  present  time  had  been  a  good 
speculation  and  a  success,  and  there  was  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  this  one  would  not  pay,  although 
it  might  be  some  time  before  it  womd,  because 
there  might  not  have  been  quite  enough  time  left 
between  the  last  reclamation  and  this  one. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACE  said  it  would  not  be 
iaiT  that  this  Bill  should  go  by  without  his  mak- 
ing some  remarks.  He  introduced  a  BUI  into  the 
Council  about  three  years  ago  with  the  object  of 
authorisng  the  Municipal  Corporation  to  reolaia 
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this  land.  Among  other  gprounds  upon  which  he 
recommended  it  were  these  :  that  it  would  he  an 
advantage  to  haye  some  means  of  carrying  off 
temporajilj,  at  any  rate,  the  drainage  which  gravi- 
tated  to  that  end  of  the  town.  HowoTer,  the 
Bill  was  not  fikTOurably  received.  The  position 
of  the  question  was  this :  There  was  a  special 
Tote  taken  under  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  hy  which  the  maiority  of  the  ratepayers 
•ereed  to  make  themseUes  liable  for  the  loan. 
That  was  the  first  step.  Next  there  were  some 
private  meetings  held,  at  which  compromises  were 
suggested,  and  in  many  instances  agreed  to,  on 
the  part  of  private  holders,  as  regarded  their  in- 
terest in  water  frontages,  kc.  Tlie  matter  had 
heen  under  the  consideration  of  the  ratepayers 
for  a  very  long  time ;  but  it  was  found  that  there 
was  a  flaw  in  Uie  title  which  the  Corporation  held 
to  the  land — at  least,  the  City  Souoitor  was  of 
opinion  that,  without  a  special  enactment,  the 
Corporation  could  not  proceed  with  tlie  reclama- 
tion, though  originally  the  Corporation  waa  under 
the  impression  that,  as  soon  as  the  means  were 
procured  for  the  purpose  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  the  work  could 
be  proceeded  with.  That  was  the  reason  why 
the  JBill  had  been  brought  in  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session.  For  himself,  he  did  not  think 
that  there  was  any  particular  hurry  for  this 
reclamation.  Nevertheless  in  that  matter  he 
differed  in  opinion  from  the  Municipal  Cor- 
poration and  from  the  majority  of  the  citizens. 
For  his  part  he  objected  to  all  this  precipi- 
tancy, as  ne  called  it,  to  build  up  a  country  in  a 
week ;  but  the  citizens  were  under  the  impression 
that  this  work,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  absolutely 
productive,  should  be  immediately  proceeded 
with.  The  one  thing  that  would  recommend 
such  a  proceeding  to  him  was,  that  he  was  quite 
•ure  that  the  present  system  of  drainage,  which 
was  under  consideration  by  the  Corporation, 
which  had  been  considered  by  a  consulting  engi- 
neer, and  was  still  further  to  be  refeired  to 
another  consulting  engineer,  could  not  be  adopted 
in  this  town — tluit,  Sf  adopted,  it  would  be  a 
fiiilure,  would  be  excessively  extravagant,  and 
fruitless  for  sanitary  purposes.  Now,  in  the 
meantime  they  must  have  some  means  of  carry- 
ing off  the  surplus  drainage  of  the  town.  That 
the  town  would  be  bound  temporarily  to  dis- 
charge the  drainage  into  the  harbour  he  had  no 
doubt.  Therefore,  as  far  as  that  went,  and  as 
far  as  the  present  sanitary  condition  of  the  town 
was  concerned,  there  was  some  little  necessity  for 
the  Bill.  Beyond  that,  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  present  necessity  for  the  measure ;  never- 
theless it  was  only  fair  that  honorable  members 
should  understand  the  matter,  and  what,  as  he 
took  it,  were  the  merits  of  the  case.  The  measure 
had  now  received  from  the  Council  at  any  rate 
three  times  as  much  consideration  as  had  been 
given  to  other  important  Bills  that  evening. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT,  in  reply  to  a  suggestion 
by  an  honorable  member  who  had  opposed  the 
Bill,  said  he  would  never  have  taken  the  respon- 
sibilit^r  upon  himself  of  advocating  the  passing  of 
this  Bill  had  he  not  assured  hims^  that  it  would 
be  to  the  interest  of  the  Corporation  that  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Qr€tc§ 


money  should  be  so  spent.  Every  interest  was 
protected.  He  might  say,  however,  that  be  wm 
quite  willing,  as  tae  time  waa  so  late,  that  the 
Council  should  merely  affirm  the  prineiple  of  the 
Bill.  He  cotdd  not  expect  to  get  the  Bill  through 
at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

BAILWAY  BELLS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  before  the  next  Order 

of  the  day  was  called  on,  wished  to  itata  that, 

owing  to  the  late  hour  of  the  evening  aad  th« 

fact  that  so  many  members  were  almost  on  the 

Soint  of  embarkation,  he  felt,  although  be  bad 
one  his  best  to  get  the  Bail  way  Bills  through,  he 
must  take  the  course  suggested  by  some  hoDor- 
able  eentlemen  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bills, 
and  that  was,  to  drop  the  Bills.  He  did  not  see 
any  chance  of  getting  the  Bills  through,  and  be 
thought  he  was  best  consulting  the  wishes  of  the 
Council  and  the  interest  of  the  country  by  asking 
that  the  Orders  of  the  day  for  the  committal 
presently  of  the  Strath  Taieri  Bailway  Bill,  the 
Canterbury  Bailways  Land  Beservation  Bill,  and 
the  Hutt-Waikanae  Railway  Bill  be  discharged, 
and  be  made  Orders  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  he  had 
an  amendment  to  move.  With  regutl  to  one  of 
those  Bills,  he  was  anxious  to  see  it  passed  ;  with 
regard  to  another,  he  was  bound  to  vote  for  it ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  third,  he  had  opposed  it 
and  should  continue  to  oppose  it.  He  had  made 
a  distinction  between  certain  Harbour  Board 
Bills  last  year;  and  he  made  a  distinction  be- 
tween these  three  Bills,  and  he  wished  each  to 
be  judged  upon  its  merits.  He  firmly  adhered 
to  the  principle  of  the  Strath  Taieri  Bill,  and 
should  do  all  he  possibly  could  to  pass  it.  As 
to  the  Canterbury  Bill,  he  had  said  all  he  in* 
tended  to  say  against  it.  He  had  said  he  did 
not  like  it,  but  the  Q-ovemment  to-  which  he  be* 
longed  had  given  a  silent  vote  in  &vour  of  it, 
ana  he  could  not  but  vote  for  it.  The  third  Bill 
he  should  be  glad  to  see  thrown  out.  The  dif* 
ference  between  the  first  two  Bills  was  this :  that 
the  Strath  Taieri  line  went  through  and  opened 
up  Crown  land,  whereas  the  lines  mentioned  in 
the  Canterbury  Bill  did  not.  He  thought,  tbeie- 
fore,  that  the  Strath  Taieri  Bill  ought  to  be  car- 
ried, and  that  the  line  ought  to  Income  part  of 
the  colonial  scheme.  He  could  not  offer  uy 
assistance,  except  his  vote,  to  the  Canterbury  BilL 
Canterbury  had  quite  enough  champions,  and 
got  on  very  well.  The  fact  of  honorable  gentle- 
men going  away  was  no  reason  why  the  Stiath 
Taieri  Bill  should  not  be  proceeded  with.  At 
any  rate,  the  Bills  ought  to  Imve  a  chance.  He 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  That  the  Council  go 
into  Committee  on  all  the  Bills  ordered  to  be 
committed  presently. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  took  exception  to  the 
necessity  for  going  on  with  the  Strath  Taieri  line, 
on  the  ground  that  the  land  through  whidi  it 
would  run  was  already  protected  by  the  fact  that 
it  was  at  present  under  lease,  and  consequently 
could  not  be  alienated.  The  Colonial  Secaretaiy 
said  that  the  principal  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
have  the  line  turveyed.    There  waa  a  gieat  pan* 
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ciple  undwlying  the  whole  question,  and  the 
principle  should  be  pursued  to  its  legitimate  con- 
sequences. The  omj  principle  upon  which  the 
passing  of  these  Bills  could  be  justified  was  the 
reeerration  of  the  land  from  sale  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  railways.  Inasmuch  as  it  was 
impossible  to  alienate  the  land,  it  was  unnecessary 
that  this  line  should  be  proceeded  with.  If  there 
was  a  line  which  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  State 
to  go  on  withy  it  was  the  Hutt-Waikanae  line, 
because  in  that  case  the  lands  were  open  for 
sale  and  could  be  bought  up  bj  speculators.  An 
honorable  gentleman  interrupted  him  with  the 
remark  that  the  price  fixed  upon  the  land  was 
now  £2  an  acre ;  but  the  land  was  worth  £2  an 
acre  long  before  the  idea  of  constructing  a  line 
throuffh  it  was  suggested,  so  that  that  was  a 
hypothetical  difficulty.  If  it  was  necessary  to  sell 
land  for  purposes  of  finance,  it  was  most  probable 
that  the  land  through  which  the  Hutt-Waikanae 
line  would  pass  would  be  sold,  because  the  land 
revenue  of  the  Province  of  Wellington  was  exces- 
•irely  small,  and  under  these  circumstances  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  would  have  put  upon  it  that 
pressure  which  always  existed  in  times  of  financial 
necessity,  and  the  land  would  be  sold.  It  was 
true  that  the  land  proposed  to  be  reserved  for  the 
Canterbury  lines  was  open  for  sale,  but  it  was 
equally  true  that  those  lines  of  railway  did  not  so 
largely  run  through  unsold  laud.  The  Strath 
Taieri  line  was  the  least  necessary,  and  the  most 
necessary  line  in  the  interests  of  the  State  for 
which  land  should  be  reserved  was  the  Hutt- 
Waikanae  line.  The  policy  which  the  Colonial 
Secretary  advocated  was  not  dictated  by  fore- 
sight, as  there  was  no  particular  necessity  to  pro- 
ceed with  any  one  of  these  railways. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  all  the  hind 
through  which  the  Strath  Taieri  line  would  run 
might  be  thrown  open  for  sale  to-morrow.  The 
Government  could  take  it,  if  they  pleased,  and 
declare  it  into  hundreds  and  agricultural  leases. 
When  the  Hon.  Dr.  G-race  said  that  none  of  the 
land  was  open  for  sale  he  showed  he  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  land  laws  of  the  Province  of 
Otago.  He  wished  honorable  gentlemen  would 
make  themselyes  better  acquainted  with  these 
matters  than  they  appeared  to  be.  He  was  not 
surprised  at  the  injustice  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  had 
done  to  the  Strath  Taieri  Bill ;  but,  by  the  ruling 
of  the  Speaker,  any  other  honorable  member  had 
the  right  to  take  up  a  Bill  that  was  dropped,  and 
he  was  glad  his  honorable  friend  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had  taken  up  this  Bill.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  done  justice  to  the 
Strath  Taieri  Bill.  It  was  the  first  of  those  Bills 
that  was  in  existence.  It  was  before  the  other 
House  long  before  the  other  Bills  were  thought 
of;  and  he  believed  that  the  unseemly  scramble 
the^  had  heard  of  was  brought  about  simply  by 
the  introduction  of  thb  Bill,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  oolonialization  of  the  Land  Fund  they  would 
never  have  heard  anything  of  the  creation  of 
those  reserves  iu  Canterbury.  The  Strath  Taieri 
Bill  was  on  a  totally  different  footing  from  the 
Canterbury  Bill,  which  would  increase  the  value 
of  the  runs  at  the  public  expense,  whereas  in  the 
of  the  StraUi  Taieri  Ime  the  colony  would 


get  the  advantage  of  the  increased  yalue  which 
the  railway  would  give  to  the  lands.  The  land 
through  which  it  ran  was  not  sold.  It  was  all 
Crown  land,  and  if  it  was  connected  with  the 
capital  of  the  province  by  a  proper  means  of  com- 
munication it  would  be  a  great  source  of  wealth 
not  only  to  the  district  but  to  the  whole  colony. 
There  were  several  large  towns  on  the  proposed 
line  of  railway.  There  were  the  Town  of  Nasebv; 
the  Town  of  Ophir — a  name  which  had  a  gold-like 
sound  about  it,  and  a  name  which  was  well  chosen, 
because  it  was  the  centre  of  a  rich  auriferous  dis- 
trict. Then  there  was  Alexandra,  which  was  also 
the  centre  of  a  gold  country,  from  which  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds'  worth  of  gold  had 
been  extracted.  And  there  was  Cljde,  which 
was  the  centre  of  another  large  mining  popula- 
tion. They  had  not  heard  any  of  the  Canterhury 
members  mention  the  existence  of  any  large 
towns  through  which  the  lines  in  that  province 
would  run.  In  England  when  it  was^roposed  to 
make  a  line  of  railway  it  was  always  understood 
that  that  line  should  first  receive  consideration 
which  connected  large  towns.  The  Strath  Taieri 
line  would  connect  Dunedin  with  four  or  five 
large  towns,  and  that  had  not  been  shown  to  be 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  Canterbury  lines.  He 
should  support  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  the 
course  he  had  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACE  said  he  had  made 
specific  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  land  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Strath  Taieri  line  cotdd  be 
sold  or  not,  and  he  was  distinctly  informed  that  it 
could  not  be  sold  until  the  expiry  of  the  pastoral 
leases. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  could 
not  be  sold  unless  the  Government  compensated 
the  pastoral  lessees,  and  he  did  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  take  that  course.  There 
was  one  point  which  seemed  to  have  been  for- 
gotten by  honorable  gentlemen,  and  that  was  that, 
when  the  Strath  Taieri  Bill  came  up  from  the 
other  House,  the  honorable  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced it  there  applied  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Council  resident  in  Otago  to  take  charge  of  it,  but 
they  all  declined ;  and  then  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
was  induced  to  take  it  up.  He  felt  bound  to  say 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  done  his  duty 
to  the  Bill  in  every  possible  way.  He  had  pressed 
it  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  had  advanced 
every  argument  that  could  be  adduced  in  favour 
of  it.  The  statement  that  he  had  not  done  justice 
to  it  was  therefore  scarcely  justifiable.  The  point 
they  had  to  consider  was  this  :  A  Committee  was 
appointed  to  whom  was  relegated  the  dut/  of  con- 
sidering all  these  Bills,  and  of  weighing  all  avail- 
able evidence  as  to  their  advisability  or  otherwise, 
and  they  brought  up  a  proposal  which  they 
thought  would  gain  the  assent  of  the  Government 
to  all  these  measures. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  would  like  to 
ask  the  honorable  gentleman  upon  what  informa- 
tion he  assumed  that  the  Gk>vemment  had  under- 
taken to  support  the  other  Bills.  The  only  Bill 
in  regard  to  which  the  Government  admitted  anv 
responsibility  was  the  Strath  Taieri  Bill,  which 
they  would  probably  have  introduced  themselves 
had  they  been  in  office  when  it  was  brought  before 
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the  Legislature.  They  had  their  flying  surreys 
and  everything  ready  ;  but  the  others  were  not  in- 
troduced at  all  la  any  other  way  than  as  private 
BUls. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  thought  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hall  was  the  last  member  of  the  Council 
who  should  be  accused  of  not  having  done  jus- 
tice to  any  motion  he  might  have  brought  before 
them.  The  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had  told  the 
Council  that  he  did  not  think  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall 
had  done  justice  to  the  Strath  Taieri  Bill,  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  digressed  a  little,  and 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  Canterbury  people 
were  very  grasping  and  tried  to  get  this,  tlmtj 
and  the  other  dUI  passed  to  which  tbey  had  no 
right.  He  was  surprised  at  that  remark  from  the 
honorable  gentleman,  because  he  could  not  forget 
that  he  had  supported  the  very  Bill  whicli  had 
reference  to  Canterbury,  and  gave  very  good 
reasons  for  his  action  in  doin^  so.  He  thought 
that  if  he  had  been  in  the  position  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  he  would  have  accepted  the  motion  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
these  Bills  had  been  well  ventilated  and  debated ; 
but  horn  what  had  occurred  it  must  be  apparent 
that,  before  legislating  on  matters  of  this  kind, 
they  ought  to  have  some  definite  plans  and  re- 
ports as  to  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  the  railways  were  to  pass.  They  had  been 
told  that  the  Strath  Taieri  line  went  through 
country  that  was  all  Crown  land ;  but  that  land 
was  locked  up  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  not 
not  be  sold  until  the  expiry  of  the  lease,  unless  the 
GK>vemment  chose  to  compensate  the  present 
tenants.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser  informed  the  Council  that  there 
were  very  large  towns  all  along  the  line.  Now,  it 
seemed  very  strange  that  there  should  be  popu- 
lous towns  and  yet  be  no  purchased  land  along 
the  line :  were  people  in  that  locality  content 
to  build  and  expend  money  upon  Crown  land  ? 
If  they  did,  it  was  the  only  part  of  the  country 
of  which  he  was  aware  in  which  such  a  practice 
existed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  that  these 
Bills  were  referred  to  a  Committee  because  they 
involved  a  new  principle — that  of  reserving  the 
land  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  railways. 
This  was  the  only  case  which  would  not  suffer 
through  the  Bill  not  being  passed  this  session. 
Not  only  was  all  the  land  along  the  proposed  line 
in  the  hands  of  runholders,  and  could  not  be 
taken  from  them  without  notice  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  compensation  being  given  where  ueoes- 
saiy,  bu*t  the  Government  ha^  actually  gone  fur- 
ther, and  if  honorable  members  would  refer  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  they  would  se6  a 
schedule  in  which  it  was  shown  that  the  land 
was  all  temporarily  reserved  by  the  Government, 
and  he  believed  tlmt  survoyora  were  actually 
at  work  surveying  this  particular  land,  so  that 
everything  was  being  done  that  could  lie  done ; 
and  he  contended  that  not  a  single  acre  of  the 
land  could  be  sold  unless  the  Government  chose. 
As  tbey  hoped  to  meet  again  in  the  course  of  six 
months,  it  would  be  well  that  these  Bills  should 
be  left  over  until  next  session,  when  he  hoped 
that  the  course  suggested  by  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
Mon,  Colonel  Whitmore 


nial  Secretary  would  be  taken — ^namely,  that  any 
proposals  for  the  construction  of  railways  would 
be  brought  in  by  the  Government  themselves. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  objected  to 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  laying  upon  his  shoulders  the 
allowing  Bills  to  lapse  which  the  Government  had 
promis^  to  support.  The  honorable  gentleman 
could  not  but  admit  that  every  facility  had  been 
given  for  the  progress  of  private  business  by  the 
Gk>vemment.  He  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
his  amendment. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn,  and  Bills  dis- 
charged. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  twelve 
o'clock  p.m. 


nOUSE  OF  EBPEESBNTATIVES. 

Friday f  7th  December,  1877. 

First  Readings— Second  Readine— Waste  Lands  Sale  Wl 
—Great  South  Road— Toll-bars  Bmnner  Baflwa^— 
Hokitika  and  Greymoath  Railway— Sapply—Winton- 
King«ton  Railway.  ^ 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

F&AYBBS. 

FIRST  READINOS. 
Appropriation  Bill,  Immigration  and   Public 
Works  Appropriation  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Appropriation  Bill. 

WASTE  LANDS  SALE  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  brought  up  the  reasons  of  the 
Managers  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendmenta 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  BUI,  and 
moved.  That  the  reasons  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council  ba 
agreed  to.  He  might  state  that  he  thorouf^/ 
agreed  with  the  reasons  drawn  up  by  the  Man- 
agers appointed  by  the  House,  and,  had  it  been 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  he  would  have 
gladly  supported  them.  He  hoped  to  see  tha 
homestead  system  applied  to  the  whole  of  the 
colony,  as  he  believed  it  would  be  a  great  boon. 
He  beUeved,  however,  that,  if  they  insisted  upon 
disagreeing  with  amendments  made  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  it  would  possibly  result  in  the 
whole  Bill  being  thrown  out.  It  was  impoasible 
that  effect  could  be  given  to  the  proposal  con« 
tained  in  the  Bill  before  next  session. 

Mr.  BEES  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
although  he  did  not  believe  it  improved  the  BilL 
He  agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  that,  if  they  persisted  in  their  antagon- 
ism to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  the 
result  would  very  likely  be  that  the  Bill  would  be 
thrown  out.  He  considered  that  the  measure  was 
one  of  very  great  value  j  but,  as  nothing  could 
be  done  during  the  next  six  months  to  give  effect 
to  the  proposal  with  regard  to  the  homestead 
system,  he  trusted  the  Bill  would  be  passed  into 
law  this   session.     Next  session  the  neceMaiT' 
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Brmngemento  oould  be  made  for  carrying  out  the 
hom^tead  eystem  all  over  the  colony. 

Mr.  W.  WOOD  wished  to  know  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  consider  it  desirable  to  set  aside 
blocks  of  land  during  the  recess,  so  that,  in  the 
erent  of  the  homestead  system  being  adopted 
next  session,  the  measure  could  be  brought  into 
immediate  operation. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  considered  it  very  de- 
sirable that  the  homestead  system  should  be 
brought  into  operation,  but  he  did  not  think, 
under  existing  circumstances,  that  they  should 
insist  upon  its  being  made  part  of  the  Bill. 
The  GoTcmment  would,  during  the  recess,  do 
ererything  in  their  power  to  anticipate  action  in 
this  direction  next  session. 

Mr.  MONTOOMEBY  would  not  vote  for  the 
amendment.  If  it  was  a  good  law  for  the  North 
it  was  a  flood  law  for  the  South.  The  Legislative 
Council  uiould  take  their  reasons  into  considera- 
tion, and  give  due  weight  to  them.  These  reasons 
were  very  clearly  set  forth,  and  he  thought  the 
House  should  adhere  to  them.  He  would  vote 
in  favour  of  the  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
the  BUI. 

Sir  G.  GBSY  thought  the  House  ought  to  in- 
sist upon  the  adoption  of  the  reasons  drawn  up 
by  the  Managers.  If  they  did  not,  he  believed 
they  would  weaken  the  principle  contained  in 
the  measure ;  and,  if  they  gave  up  that  principle 
now,  ihej  would  embarrass  the  legislation  affect- 
ing the  lands  of  the  colony.  He  thought  they 
should  make  a  trial,  as  the  question  was  one  of 
the  utmost  value  to  the  settlement  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  BUNNY  thought  there  could  be  no  harm 
in  tiying  to  have  a  Conference  with  the  other 
branch  ot  the  Legislature  on  this  matter,  as,  if 
itiej  oould  not  come  to  an  agreement,  it  would 
still  be  open  to  the  House  to  accept  the  Bill  with 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  CounoiL 
Mr.  BOLLSSTON  oould  not  see  how  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
coiQd  embarrass  the  legislation  affecting  waste 
lands.  It  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedm  City  that  effect  could  not  be 
given  to  the  system  during  the  next  six  months. 
Therefore  the  only  result  would  be  to  stop  the 
land  sales.  He  coald  not  approve  of  the  scheme 
of  the  Government,  and  he  hoptd  they  would  not 
insist  on  this  clause  remaining  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BEID  said  the  discussion  which  was  now 
taking  place  would  weaken  the  hands  of  the 
House  in  urging  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Legislative  Council.  The 
only  new  feature  in  the  Bill  was  the  clause  they 
were  now  discussing.  He  thought  a  uniform  land 
law  shotdd  be  in  force  for  the  whole  colony,  and 
held  that  the  deferred'payment  system  would 
Baeet  all  their  reqairements.  The  same  advan- 
tages should  be  held  out  to  the  people  to  settle  in 
all  parts  of  the  colony.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
premier  that  if  they  lost  the  principle  this  session 
it  would  probabljr  very  materially  weaken  their 
prospect  of  obtaining  it  in  a  fature  session.  The 
Wislatire  Council  had  agreed  to  the  principle  in 
'^^rd  to  all  but  two  districts,  and  he  did  not  see 
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why  they  should  object  to  its  beine  applied  to  the 
other  districts,  or  why  they  should  refuse  to  them 
the  benefits  conferred  by  the  clause.  He  hoped 
the  House  wotdd  insist  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
reasons  drawn  up  by  the  Managers. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  one  reason  why 
he  voted  asainst  the  clause  was  that  the  whole 
thing  was  ill-considered  and  hurried,  and  that 
they  were  making  very  important  changes  which 
apparently  would  not  be  brought  into  operation 
during  the  currency  of  this  Act.  He  did  not 
approve  of  making  very  important  changes  in  the 
land  laws  of  the  colonv  without  due  considera- 
tion. The  great  fault  of  their  legislation  was  that 
they  were  perpetuaUy  changing  the  land  laws,  so 
that  it  was  almost  imposible  for  any  one  to  lu^der- 
stand  them.  He  would  do  what  he  could  to 
throw  out  this  Bill,  which  he  considered  to  be 
a  vicious  and  bad  measure.  It  was  worse  than 
useless,  and  would  have  a  detrimental  effect  upon 
the  settlement  of  the  North  Island.  It  was  cer- 
tainly no  part  of  the  policy  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment. It  was  brought  in  to  satisfy  the 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa.  He  would  oppose 
the  passing  of  this  particular  clause,  because  he 
agreed  wiui  the  honorable  member  for  the  Taieri 
that  equal  facilities  should  be  given  for  settlement 
all  over  the  colony,  and  that  could  not  be  done 
by  equalizing  the  price  of  land. 

Mr.  J,  C.  BBOWN  did  not  wonder  at  the 
opposition  of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont, 
inasmuch  as  this  Bill  was  far  too  liberal  for  him. 
It  would  lead  to  the  settlement  of  the  country, 
and  that  was  why  the  honorable  gentleman 
objected  to  it.  He  was  rather  surprised  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  Ci^  should  endea- 
vour to  set  aside  itda  proposal  »>r  the  present 
session.  If  it  were  not  adopted  this  session,  they 
might  never  again  have  the  same  opportunity  of 
adopting  it. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  the  real  question  was  as  to 
the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  the  settlement  of 
the  people  upon  the  land.  Instead  of  this  pro- 
posal tending  in  that  direction,  it  would  only 
have  the  effect  of  disorganizing  the  arrangements 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  throughout  the 
colony.  It  would  put  a  stop  to  land  being  taken 
up  on  the  deferred-payment  system,  and  would 
operate  unjustly  to  those  who  had  uiken  up  land 
under  that  system  at  80s.  or  40s.  an  acre,  as 
others  coming  alongside  of  them  would  be  able  to 
get  the  land  at  a  lower  price.  He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  be  thrown  out,  as  it  was  ill  considered. 
The  question  should  be  postponed  until  next  ses- 
sion, when  a  well-considered  scheme  could  be 
brought  forward  to  give  effect  to  the  object  in 
view. 

Dr.  HENBY  said  the  homestead  system  was 
one  that  would  suit  his  district,  but  he  thou^t  it 
should  only  apply  to  the  heads  of  families.  He 
thouefat  it  would  induce  settlement,  and  he 
should  like  to  see  the  system  extended  to  the 
Buller  District. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question;"  upon 
which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  follow* 
ing  result  :— 
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Ayes         

Noes         

29 

15 

liBJorityfor 

U 

Atbb. 

Major  AtkinsoD, 

Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.  Baigent, 

Bir.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Barff, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Sir  B.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Eowe, 

Mr.  FUher, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Sir  a.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  W.  Wood. 

Dr.  Henry, 

TelUri, 

Mr.  Hisbp, 

Mr.  De  Lautoor, 

Mr.  HursthoasOi 

Mr.  Montgomery. 

No 

B8. 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  CarringtoD, 

Mr.  BoUeston, 

Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Teschemaker, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Wason. 

Mr.  Macfarlane, 

TelUrt. 

Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Bees, 

Mr.  Stout. 

Pa] 

[B8. 

For. 

Agaimt, 

Mr.  Basting, 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Hodgkinson, 

Mr.  Murray- Aynaley, 

Mr.  Lamach, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Lumsdeni 

Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  Lusk, 

Mr.  Button, 

Mr.  Beynolds, 

Captain  Morris, 

Mr.  Seaton, 

Mr.  Stafford, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  Tawiti, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Captain  Bussell, 

Dr.  WaUis, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  B.  G.  Wood. 

Mr.  Cox. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired, 
and  the  reasons  for  disa^Teein^  with  the  amend- 
ments of  tbe  Legislative  Council  adopted. 

GBEAT  SOUTH  BOAD  TOLL-BABS. 
Mr.  O'BOBEE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  GoTemment  will  cause  the  money  that  has 
accrued,  and  is  now  accruing,  at  the  toll-bars  on 
the  Great  South  and  Onehnng^  Boads  to  be  ex- 
pended on  the  road  to  the  Waikato  and  the  road 
to  the  Onehunjza  Wharf,  as  was  formerly  done  by 
the  Auckland  rrovincial  Government ;  or  else  ap- 
portion the  money  for  the  maintenance  of  these 
roads  to  the  governing  bodies  of  the  districts 
through  which  these  roads  run,  according  to  an 
approximate  estimate  of  the  tolls  paid  by  such 
districts  P  This  was  a  question  of  considerable 
interest  to  the  people  residing  in  the  district  re- 
ferred to  in  the  motion.  The  money  was  now 
Iving  idle,  and  he  thought  it  should  be  spent  on 
the  rc«ids  referred  to. 
Dr.  Jlenry 


Sir  G.  GBEY  said  the  money  was  only  being 
held  until  the  Government  ascertained  in  whidi 
way  it  should  be  distributed  among  the  governing 
bodies  of  the  districts  named.  The  Govemmeot 
would  take  care  that  the  money  wbs  properly  dis- 
tributed. 

BBTTNNEB  BAILWAY. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Engineer-in-Chief  has  reeom- 
mended  additional  coal-hoppers  for  the  Brunner 
Bailway;  if  the  same  have  been  ordered;  and 
when  they  will  be  available  for  traffic  on  the 
line? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  no  doubt  something 
should  be  done  in  this  matter,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  make  inquiries  on  the  subject. 

HOKITIKA  AND  GBEYMOUTH  BALL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  BABFF,  in  moving  the 'motion  standing 
in  his  name,  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  few  facts.  In  the  first  place,  he 
would  say  that  the  construction  of  the  line  of 
railway  between  Hokitika  and  Greymouth  was 
proposed  many  years  ago  :  in  fact,  the  survey  of 
it  was  begun  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  and  had 
been  some  time  completed.  Not  only  had  this 
been  done,  but  the  Engineering  Department  had 
fixed  upon  a  definite  line.  The  Engineer-in- 
Chief,  Mr.  Cairuthers,  and  the  District  Engineer, 
Mr.  O'Connor,  had  stated  in  their  evidence  be- 
fore the  Committee  that  tenders  could  be  called 
for  at  once.  He  (Mr.  BariT)  did  not  ask  that  the 
mon^  should  be  voted  at  once ;  he  merely  asked 
the  House  to  say  that  the  report  should  be 
adopted,  so  as  to  guide  the  €k>vemment  and  tiie 
House  in  authorizing  the  construction  of  the 
work  next  year.  He  thought  it  would  be  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  a  work  of  considerable  im- 
portance— that  the  West  Coast  was  entitled  to 
nave  railway  communication  connecting  these 
two  large  centres  of  population,  partioulariy 
when  they  remembered  tnat  the  constraotion  A 
railways  in  other  parts  of  the  colony  had  done  a 
laive  amount  of  good  in  opening  up  settlement 
and  in  increasing  the  value  of  property.  He 
would  have  been  glad  to  go  into  statistica  to  show 
the  importance  of  these  two  towns  being  con- 
nected by  railway,  but  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  statistics  were  prepared  they  did  not  afibrd 
the  necessary  particulars.  The  millions  of  foet  of 
timber  exported  from  Hokitika  and  the  lame 
quantities  of  coal  exported  from  Gh!evmoath  did 
not  appear  in  the  statistics  at  all.  'thib  Customs 
revenue  for  Hokitika  and  Greymouth  laa^  year 
was  £77)941,  being  a  large  increase  on  the  reve- 
nue of  the  previous  year.  The  report  of  tbe 
Committee  had  been  before  honorable  memben 
for  some  considerable  time,  and  doubtleaa  tbsy 
had  made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  various 
reasons  which  had  led  the  Committee  to  arrive  at 
such  a  result.  The  Committee,  after  carefully 
investigating  the  subject,  were  unanimoos  in 
recommending  the  construction  of  the  line.  The 
gist  of  the  report  was  contained  in  the  last  para- 
graph :  *'  The  Committee  therefore  reoommend 
the  construction  of  the  line,  and  truit  that  the 
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Cknrernxnent  will  see  their  yrt^j  to  cause  the  work 
to  be  undertaken."  That  was  a  general  reoom- 
mendation  that  the  line  should  be  made,  and  he 
tru3ted  the  House  would  faTourablj  consider  it. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  House  doth  concur  in  tbe  recommendations 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Hokitika  and 
Greymouth  Public  Works  Committee  on  the  pro- 
posed construction  of  a  line  of  railway  to  con- 
nect tbe  towns  of  Hokitika  and  Orejmouth." — 
{Mr.  Barff.) 

Mr.  OISBOItXE  said  that  this  motion  referred 
to  a  matter  which  should  be  fayourablj  con- 
aidered  bj  the  GoTemment  and  the  House.  The 
West  Coast  had  peculiar  claims  in  connection 
with  the  carrying  out  of  the  Public  Works  and 
Immigration  policy.  He  thought  the  proposed 
railway  would  pay  working  expenses,  and  would 
gtre  a  reasonable  prospect  of  paying  the  interest 
on  the  cost  of  construction.  It  would  be  the 
continuation  of  the  main  line  which  he  hoped 
would  yery  soon  join  the  East  and  West  Coasts. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  the  Gbvern- 
znent  had  no  objection  to  the  motion  being 
adopted.  Of  course  it  was  a  yery  large  question, 
inyolyiDg  the  expenditure  of  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  money.  If  the  House  agreed  to  the 
motion  the  Goyemment  would  take  that  as  an 
instruction  that  the  matter  should  be  inquired 
into,  and  a  proper  report  prepared,  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  next  session. 

Mr.  BICHARDSQN  said  that  the  Goyemment 
had  already  ample  details  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  Goyem- 
ment intended  to  incur  any  expenditure  before 
next  session. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  the  Goyem- 
ment would  not  incur  any  expenditure  without 
the  authority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  said  that  plans  and  specifi- 
cations of  the  most  detailed  character  had  already 
been  prepared,  so  that  if  the  Gt>yeroment  decided 
to  construct  the  railway  they  could  at  once  call 
for  tenders. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BROWN  did  not  think  the  House 
•hould  pass  this  resolution,  and  pledge  itself  to 
the  construction  of  this  line  of  railway. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  if  the  House  adopted  the 
motion  it  would  be  committing  itself  to  a  yery 
large  expenditure.  The  honorable  the  moyer 
ou^t  to  be  satisfied  with  the  assurance  giyen  on 
the  part  of  the  Goyemment,  and  with(&aw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  BARFF  would  decidedly  object  to  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Mr.  REID  would  ask  the  honorable  member 
to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  Goyemment  that 
they  would  giye  the  matter  consideration  during 
the  recess,  and  withdraw  the  motion.  If  the  re- 
solution were  adopted  it  would  be  brought  up 
next  session,  along  with  the  report,  to  show  that 
the  House  had  agreed  that  the  work  should  be 
proceeded  with. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  also  suggest  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  withdraw  the  motion; 
otherwise  he  would  be  oblieed  to  yote  against  it. 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  the  House  should  not 
2K>w  be  asked  to  commit  itself  to  the  expenditure 


of  a  quarter  of  a  million  without  haying  proper 
information  before  it. 

Mr.  TRAYERS  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  not  insist  upon  this  motion  being  agreed 
to  when  the  Goyemment  had  signified  their  in- 
tention to  take  the  matter  into  consideration. 
They  were  not  justified  in  conmntting  the  Legis- 
lature to  an  undertaking  of  this  kind,  inyolymg 
so  large  an  expenditure.  The  only  effect  of  doing 
so  would  be  to  embarrass  the  GK>yemment.  He 
did  not  think  the  honorable  member  was  consult- 
ing the  interests  of  those  whom  he  desired  to 
benefit  by  pushing  on  this  matter  in  the  way  he 
was  doing. 

Mr.  BARFF  could  only  exmss  his  regret  at 
the  position  in  which  he  was  placed,  but  he  had 
no  other  course  than  to  ask  leaye  to  withdraw  the 
motion.  He  might  state  distinctly  that  no  fur- 
ther possible  information  could  be  obtained  than 
was  fdready  ayailable  for  the  Goyemment,  and  he 
only  regretted  that  they  had  been  so  short  a  time 
in  office  that  they  had  been  unable  to  look  into 
the  matter.  He  would,  howeyer,  accept  the 
assurance  that  had  been  giyen  to  him  oy  the 
Goyemment. 

Motion  by  leaye  withdrawn. 

SUPPLY. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Taranaki  Mountain  Road,  £10,000. 

Mr.  STOUT  thought  honorable  gentlemen 
should  haye  some  exphmation  with  regiurd  to  this 
yote.  The  House  had  already  yoted  £4,000  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  the  road  in  Question, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  that  sum  should  be  all 
expended  before  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament 
six  months  hence. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  he  had  exphdned 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  the  preyious 
eyening,  but  he  was  afraid  that  the  honorable 
member  had  not  paid  much  attention  to  his  ex- 
planation. They  could  spend  £30,000  on  the 
road  in  question  with  great  adyanta^e  to  the 
colony.  There  were  two  roads  running  from 
Hawera,  through  the  Waimate  Plains,  to  New 
Plymouth.  One  of  these  roads  runs  round  the 
coast,  and  the  other,  which  was  called  the  Moun- 
tain Road,  runs  through  the  bush  country  to  the 
Town  of  New  Plymouth.  The  latter  was  thirty- 
fiye  miles  less  in  length  than  the  former.  Th 
Maoris  would  not  allow  the  road  round  the  coast 
to  be  made,  and  the  coach  had  to  get  along  aa 
best  it  could.  The  Maoris  alone  that  road  were 
yery  troublesome,  and  they  would  not  allow  the 
telegraph  to  be  taken  oyer  it;  and  only  a  few 
months  ago  a  prisoner  was  rescued  from  the  cus- 
tody of  the  police  by  the  Natiyes  in  that  locality. 
The  new  load,  for  the  making  of  which  the 
money  was  asked  for,  was  undoubtedly  a  main 
road,  and  if  it  were  made  it  would  open  up  the 
countiy  for  settlement.  The  present  road  was 
not  at  all  fit  for  coadi  traffic.  He  had  always 
considered  that  it  would  be  good  policy  to  open 
up  the  Mountain  Road  and  abandon  the  one  at 
present  in  use.  He  thought  that  £10,000  might 
make  the  Mountain  Road  passable,  but  it  would 
take  £30,000  or  £40,000  to  make  a  good  road 
of  it.    The  Taranaki  Luid  Parohaio  Fond  had 
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nothing  to  do  with  the  colony.  It  wai  money  set 
apart  for  the  purchase  of  l^d  in  Taraoakii  and, 
as  it  had  not  been  used  for  that  purpose,  the 
province  had  a  better  right  to  it  than  anybody 
else. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  hoped  the  Committee  would 
pass  the  item.  The  money  asked  for  was  purely 
provincial  property,  and  if  it  were  spent  on  the 
road  in  question  the  GK>Temment  would  have 
some  control  over  the  road,  which  they  had  not 
over  the  present  road.  The  making  of  the  road, 
however,  woidd  lead  to  the  settlement  of  the  land 
in  the  province. 

Mr.  kOLLESTON  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Estimates  would  not  insist 
on  the  item  being  passed,  because  he  thought  that 
BO  large  a  sum  should  not  be  asked  for  in  such  a 
way  at  the  close  of  the  session.  He  believed  that 
the  sum  of  £4,000  which  had  already  been  Toted 
for  the  road  wotdd  be  sufficient  for  the  present. 
He  would  Tote  asainst  the  item. 

Sir  G.  GBEx  thought  there  was  some  mis- 
understanding about  the  matter.  A  certain  sum 
of  money  hacl  been  voted  to  procure  a  landed 
estate  in  Taranaki,  but  it  had  not  been  expended. 
There  was  a  large  tract  of  valuable  land  there, 
which,  if  openea  up  for  settlement,  would  pro- 
bably become  one  of  the  most  thickly  populated 
and  productive  parts  of  the  colony.  It  appeared 
to  him  that,  in  spending  the  money  askea  for  on 
this  road,  they  were  r^ly  purchii[Bing  a  landed 
estate  for  TaranakL  He  agreed  that  the  money 
could  not  be  spent  in  six  months;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  as  the  money  was  available,  it 
would  be  well  to  give  a  pledge  that  £10,000  of  it 
would  be  laid  by  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a 
landed  estate  for  Taranaki.  The  construction  of 
this  road  would  be  a  work  of  the  most  beneficial 
kind,  and  be  productive  of  the  greatest  possible 
advantage.  Taranaki  had  been  for  years  sepaiated 
from  the  rest  of  the  colony.  There  was  no  road 
by  which  the  people  could  reach  the  northern 
part  of  New  Zealand  except  on  foot  It  was  even 
now  impossible  to  travel  through  that  country 
with  certainty,  owing  to  obstruction  by  Natives. 
This  road  would  onen  up  large  and  lertile  dis- 
tricts, which  woula  immediately  be  inhabited, 
and  the  construction  of  it  was  one  of  the  wisest 
operations  any  Government  could  undertake.  The 
people  of  Taranaki  had  a  peculiar  claim  npon 
the  sympathy  of  the  rest  of  the  colony.  Tney 
had  no  doubt  for  years  held  for  us  an  advance 
post  which  was  extremely  dangerous.  The  people 
had  held  their  ground  man&lly,  and  the  tale 
of  the  struggles  of  this  settlement  would  be 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
heroic  episodes  in  the  history  of  New  Zealand. 
The  proposal  was  simply  to  transfer  a  vote  from 
one  purpose  to  an  analogous  purpose  of  greater 
value.  He  trusted  that  nonorabfe  members,  on 
reflection,  would  dee  the  desirability  of  consenting 
to  this  vote. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  people  in  Otago  had  to  bear 
the  inconvenience  and  nsk  of  vrant  of  roads,  but 
they  did  not  ask  the  colony  to  step  in  and  make 
the  roads  for  them.    The  honorable  member  for 

X"^     ont  stated  that  this  money  belonged  to  Tua- 
because  it  was  set  aside  for  the  purcliaso  of 
Major  Mkinwn. 


land.  If  the  land  was  pnrohaaed  it  would  beooae 
the  property  of  the  C&own,  and  not  of  the  pro- 
vince. Only  20  per  cent,  would  belong  to  the 
province  under  the  scheme  for  oolonialuing  the 
land  revenue. 

Mr.  BBANDON  would  oppose  this  vota.  Ha 
thought  it  was  quite  time  they  chan^d  tJieir 
policy  in  dealing  with  the  Natives. 

Mr.  SHEEILiN  said  the  making  of  this  xoad 
would  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  Natives 
on  the  West  Coast.  When  his  predecessor  oaiae 
into  office  he  had  over  a  millioa  of  monsiT  to 
spend  on  Native  matters,  whereas  he  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
came  into  office  without  purse  or  sorip.  The 
House  ought  not  to  be  illibeiaL  The  oonstme- 
tion  of  tms  road  would  open  a  large  extent  of 
excellent  country,  would  employ  a  large  amomut 
of  labour,  and  would  be  on  the  West  Coast  the 
symbol  and  siffn  that  Native  disturbanoes  would 
for  ever  oease  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  admitted  that  the  rea- 
sons given  for  making  this  road  were  feasible. 
He  hwA.  no  objection  to  setting  aside  the  money 
for  assisting  in  making  a  railway  in  t^iat  district^ 
instead  of  spending  the  money  in  making  a  road, 
at  a  large  expense,  which  would  very  shmly  have 
a  railway  running  over  it. 

Mr.  MONTGK)MERY  said  the  Committee 
should  pause  before  agreeing  to  this  vote  at  the 
present  time.  He  would  feel  it  to  be  his  doty  to 
oppose  it. 

Mr.  BBANDON  did  not  advocate  mang  to 
war  with  the  Natives;  but  they  should  ehaoge 
their  Native  policy,  and  exhibit  more  firmness 
towards  the  Natives. 

Sir  B.  DOUaLAS  would  support  the  vote,  as 
he  oonsidered  the  making  of  this  road  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  country.  With 
regard  to  the  Beach  Boad,  the  Natives  reoctfniaed 
their  right  of  turning  the  Europeans  oS  that 
road. 

Item,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  XI. 
Miscellaneous,  special,  and  temporary  olgects, 
£1,230  5s.,  agreed  to. 

Chaboiablb  on  Publio  Works  Aoooust. 

Miscellaneous  Public  Works,  £6,000,  agreed 
to. 

Public  Buildinn,  £400,  agreed  to. 

Works  requirM  to  open  land  for  tettlemenk 
£50,000. 

Mr.  STOUT  thought  this  vote  ought  to  be 
struck  out.  It  was  impossible  to  expend  the 
amount  in  six  months,  and  there  had  been 
already  a  great  many  votes  passed  for  roads 
throughout  the  oountry.  There  should  be  maps 
prepared  of  the  various  blocks  throiu[h  whi& 
roads  had  to  be  made  to  open  them  up  far  eettle- 
ment,  and  then  next  year  the  House  would  have 
data  on  which  to  vote  the  money. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  explained  that  thia  was  the 
sum  intended  to  have  oeen  expended  nnder  thA 
Settlements  Works  Advances  BilL  He  voted 
against  that  Bill,  because  there  was  no  provieiott 
in  it  directing  the  Qovemment  as  to  where  tha 
money  should  be  expended  j  but  under  the  pro- 
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tent  proposal  tiieve  was  raoh  *  direoiiGn,  and  the 
pioposal  was  therefore  depriyed  of  the  onlj  ob- 
jeotton  that  he  had  to  it,  beoanee  the  monej  was 
apportioned  to  the  p«rtioolar  districts, 

Mr.  BBID  wonld  like  to  know  wherein  lay  the 
difference  between  Uiis  proposal  and  that  under 
the  Setaemento  Works  Adyances  Bill  Was  not 
this  *  lump  snm  to  be  expended  as  the  €K>Tem- 
ment  thooght  fltP  Conld  not  the  Goremment 
expend  the  monej  in  any  looalitjr  ^  ^^  districts 
named  in  the ToteP  Was  it  not  gifing  the  honor- 
Mb  gentleman  the  yery  power  which  he  stronoly 
objecSed  to  under  the  Settlements  Works  Ad- 
yances Bill?  The  only  difference  between  the 
two  proposalB  was,  that  under  the  proposal  of  the 
late  Qoyemment  the  land  was  to  recoup  to  the 
colony  the  first  expenditure  on  it,  and  there  was 
to  be  money  set  apart  to  expend  year  by  year ; 
iHiereas,  uxider  the  proposal  of  the  present  Gk>- 
yemment,  the  whole  expenditure  was  to  be  borne 
by  the  oolomr.  In  the  elegant  languap^  used  by 
the  honoimbie  member  for  Auckland  Oity  East  in 
TC||aid  to  the  Settlements  Works  Adyances  Bill, 
this  was  nothing  more  than  a  yote  to  bribe  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly.  So  far  as  the 
proposed  apportionment  went,  it  was  an  absolute 
injnstioe,  looking  to  the  lands  that  were  lik^  to 
be  (^Mned  up  this  year.  To  put  down  for  Oan- 
terbury  only  £8,000  and  for  Otago  <mly  £6,000  out 
of  a  yote  of  £60,000  was  most  unjust,  seeing  that 
those  two  districts  supplied  the  whole  of  the 
Land  Fund  of  the  colony.  He  would  yote  against 
the  proposal,  not  that  he  objected  to  Grown  land 
being  improyed  before  being  opened  to  sale,  but 
because  he  tiiought  the  cost  of  that  improyement 
should  be  made  *  charge  on  the  lanoi,  and  not 
taken  out  of  the  general  chest. 

Mr.  SHSEHAN  said  the  speech  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  showed  the  enl  consequences  that 
flowed  fipom  a  change  of  Goyemment  in  the 
middle  of  the  session.  The  distribution  now 
proposed  was  absolutely  the  distribution  pro- 
posed br  the  late  Gkyemment,  and  was  laid, 
with  otner  papers,  before  the  present  Goyem- 
BMntwhffli  they  took  oflloe.  Me  would  not  be 
astonished  to  hear  tjiat  it  came  from  the  honor- 
able gentlenuku  himself.  Was  it  that,  when  the 
House  yoted  against  a  lump  sum  being  gtyen  to 
the  Goyemment,  the  honorable  ffentlenan  rushed 
out  in  a  fit  of  desperation  and  made  out  this 
distribution?  He  might  tell  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  his  li^  ooUeague,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Oliye,  asked  him  (Mr.  Sheehan), 
only -on  the  preyious  eyening,  whether  the  pre- 
sent Goyemment  were  goins  to  bring  in  the 
subdirision  of  the  amount  which  that  honorable 
gentleman  and  his  colleagues  had  made  out,  and 
he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  replied  that  they  were.  Under 
thoee  circumstances  the  yirtuons  indignation  of 
the  h<»orable  gentleman  was  rather  thrown 
away.        

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that  whether  the  diyision 
was  made  in  one  of  the  departments  or  not  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  raised  by  the 
honoraole  member  for  the  Taieri.  He  (Mr.  Bowen) 
knew  nothing  of  tiie  di?ision  when  the  proposal 
was  m»de  by  Uie  kte  Goyemment  to  undertake 
these  works  and  bharge  the  expeiditiiie  on  the 


land.  At  that  time  the  expenditure  would  haya 
been  charged  on  the  yarious  proyindal  districts, 
and  that  was  a  yery  different  thing  from  carrying 
out  the  works  in  this  way,  now  tiiat  the  land 
reyenue  was  made  colonial.  For  instance,  when 
the  proposal  of  the  late  Goyemment  was  Inrought 
forwar(£  it  was  known  that  there  was  plenty  of 
Land  Fund  in  Canterbury  out  of  which  to  make 
roads,  and  therefore  it  was  net  necessary  to  put 
down  a  large  amount  for  that  district ;  but,  now 
that  the  I^nd  Fund  was  made  general  reyenue, 
the  proportions  should  be  according  to  the  extent 
of  country  that  required  to  be  opened  up  in  the 
yarious  districts.  He  was  glad  that  the  proposal 
to  strike  out  the  yote  came  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Dnnedtn  Oity  (Ifr.  Stout),  a  supporter 
of  the  Goyemment,  and  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  pluck  up  courage  and  strike  it  out.  The 
fisot  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  House  was  yoting 
away  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  for  a  num- 
ber of  small  works  throu^^ut  tne  colony  without 
knowing  where  the  money  was  to  come  nom.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  money  -would  be 
wrongly  spent,  but  the  Committee  hadjust  yoted 
£1,6<X)  for  trunk  roads  in  the  County  of  Waaganul, 
and  he  did  not  know  whether  a  large  proportion 
of  this  new  yote  might  not  also  be  spent  m  that 
county,  when  there  were  other  counties  that  re- 
quired it  just  as  much.  An  expenditure  of  that 
kind  was  yery  diifiMrent  from  giying  money  to  open 
up  land  for  settlement. 

Mr.  BBED  thought  it  was  rather  unfiur  that 
the  Natiye  Minister  should  haye  made  such  a 
statement  as  he  did,  when  it  had  been  stated 
time  after  time  to  the  House  that  these  proposals 
had  neyer  been  before  the  late  Goyemment.  He 
had  neyer  seen  them.  If  the  Settlements  Works 
Adyances  Bill  had  been  passed  it  would  haye 
been  the  duty  of  the  Minister  for  Lands  to  state 
what  lands  ought  to  be  opened  ibr  settlement, 
and  if  he  held  the  office  he  would  take  care  that 
no  proposal  drawn  up  in  the  office  of  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  should  be  giyen  effect  to 
until  it  had  been  considered  by  the  Cabinet,  and 
assented  toby  the  Gbyenunr  in  CoundL 

BCr.  SHEBHAK  would  be  content  to  take  the 
yote  on  the  yoiees. 

Item  strode  out. 

CHiBeiABUi  ov  Pbotivoial  LlABIXiniS 

AOOOXTHT. 

Auckland  and  other  proyinoial  districts, 
£A0OO0O 

Mr.  STOUT  wished  to  know  what  the  £40,000 
for  Auckland  meant.  If  it  was  to  be  expended 
in  the  counties  he  mif ht  point  out  that  the 
House  had  already  proyided  funds  for  that  pur- 
pose in  the  Financial  Arrangements  Act 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  this  amount  formed 
part  of  the  proyindal  liabilities.  Those  liabili- 
ties amounted  altogether  to  £661,000,  made  up 
of  sums  for  yarious  purposes.  Of  that  amount 
about  £100,000  would  not  require  to  be  met  until 
September  next.  Against  that  there  was  a  sum 
of  £150,000  to  the  credit  of  last  year's  yote.  The 
Goyemment  did  not  propose  to  take  a  yote  for 
the  whtfle  of  the  amount.  They  proposed  to  ask 
the  Committee  to  authorise  them  to  apply  to  the 
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Sayment  of  the  liabilities  a  sum  of  £260,000 
uring  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year.  In 
addition  to  the  amount  at  present  to  the  credit  of 
the  Prorinoial  Liabilities  Account,  the  Treasurer 
might  make  an  adrance  from  the  loan  which  was 
to  be  raised  under  the  prorisions  of  the  Loan  Bill 
which  was  passed  on  the  previous  eyening.  After 
these  sums  were  paid  no  new  proyinciiu  liabili- 
ties would  be  acknowledged  bj  the  colony.  Of 
the  whole  £661,000  of  provincial  liabilities,  Otago 
took  up  £246,000;  Canterbury,  £194,000;  and 
Auckland,  only  £9,405.  That  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that  Aucldand  had  almost  starved  herself  in 
order  to  keep  out  of  debt,  while  the  other  pro- 
Tinces,  which  had  more  astuteness,  knew  how  to 
"work  the  oracle,"  and  consequently  contracted 
large  liabilities.  Auckland  had  for  some  years 
past  been  contributing  upwards  of  £800,000  an- 
nually to  the  revenue  in  the  shape  of  Castoms 
duties,  and  it  was  unfair  that  she  should  be  put 
down  for  so  small  a  sum  in  coniparison  with  the 
other  provinces.  The  late  Government  had 
themselves  admitted  that  it  was  unfair.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  give  Auckland 
the  £40,000  asked  for. 

Mr.  STOUT  denied  that  Otafo  had  run  rashly 
into  debt :  in  fact,  it  was  weU  known  that  the 
Provincial  Treasurer,  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  had  always  endeavoured  to  hang 
up  anything  in  the  shape  of  provincial  lia- 
bilities. Otago  had  certsinly  got  into  debt, 
but  that  vras  caused  by  the  action  of  the 
General  Go-vemment.  All  the  votes  which  the 
colony  was  now  asked  to  pay  were  passed  by 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago  on  this  distinct 
understanding  that  they  were  not  to  come  out  of 
revenue,  but  either  out  of  loan,  or  out  of  revenue 
derived  from  the  sale  of  watte  lands.  They 
intended  to  pay  the  money  out  of  the  land 
revenue,  but  the  General  Gt>vemment  suddenly 
put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  lands  in  Otago,  and 
therefore  the  province  could  not  pay  it.  The 
Provincial  Gt>vemment  were  offered  £1  an  acre 
for  a  ha^d  Quantity  of  land,  but  they  were  not 
allowed  to  sell  it.  The  same  price  would  never 
be  obtained  again,  for  at  the  present  time  much 
better  land  was  being  sold  at  7s.  6d.  an  acre. 
He  held  that  it  was  unfair  to  taunt  Otago  with 
having  run  into  debt. 

Mr.  BOWEN  admitted  that  Auckland  was  in 
an  exceptional  position  as  far  as  the  land  sales 
were  concerned,  but  at  the  same  time  he  would 
like  to  know  how  the  money  now  asked  for  was 
to  be  spent.  He  thought  some  explanation  on 
that  point  should  be  given  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  STOUT  would  inform  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  the  money  was  to  be  distributed 
pro  raid  among  the  counties. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  held  that  it  would  not  be  right 
to  giv^  this  £40,000  to  Auckland,  and  he  would 
TOte  against  it.  Auckland  was  to  get  her  share 
of  the  land  revenue  of  the  colony,  and  she  ought 
to  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  MANDERS  said  they  were  sitting  there 
to  do  justice  to  the  various  parts  of  the  colonj, 
and,  as  he  thought  that  Auckland  was  entitled  to 
this  £40,000,  he  would  vote  for  it. 
Jfr.  Sheehan 


Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that»  while  large  soni 
were  voted  to  other  provinces  under  the  Profvindal 
Appropriations  Extension  Act,  only  £2,000  was 
voted  for  Auckland.  He  thought  the  House 
should  remedy  the  inequalities  as  far  as  it  ooold, 
and  do  justice  to  that  provincial  district. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  Superinten- 
dents and  Executives  were  always  required  to 
satisfy  the  Government  that  there  vraa  money  to 
meet  the  expenditure  proposed  to  be  underiakaiL 
The  Government  could  not  undertake  to  st<^  all 
such  works  in  the  provinces.  It  seemed  quite 
fair  and  reasonable  that  this  vote  should  be 
passed,  and  it  vras  the  duty  of  the  Gbvemment 
to  equalize  some  of  the  irregularities  that  had 
occurred.  The  peat  difficulty  was,  as  to  bow  the 
money  was  to  be  divided.  He  should  like,  if 
possible,  the  expenditure  of  the  vote  to  be  con- 
fined to  really  new  and  important  works.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  vote  ought  to  take  the  place  <A 
rates. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Egmont  had  just  stated  that  the  only  dif- 
ficulty was  as  to  how  the  money  was  to  be  divided, 
but,  to  his  (Mr.  RoUeeton's)  mind,  the  great  ques- 
tion was,  as  to  where  the  money  was  to  oome  from. 
They  voted  money  for  roads  and  bridges  as  if 
there  vras  no  diffictdty  in  obtaining  the  money. 
It  was  simply  madness  to  go  on  making  these 
appropriations  without  any  statement  as  to  where 
the  money  was  to  come  from.  He  would  record 
hii  vote  against  this  item. 

Mr.  MACAKDREW  said  they  had  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  "bogus"  Estimates  of  the 
Provincial  Government  of  Otago.  He  could  say 
that  the  money  voted  in  those  Kstimatas  had 
been  expended  on  very  important  publio  work», 
and  to  a  large  extent  on  railways,  on  which  there 
were  contracts  undertsken  extending  over  a 
pefiod  of  years.  There  was  not  Uie  least  doubt 
that  when  that  expenditure  was  undertaken,  if 
they  had  been  allowed  to  manage  their  own 
affairs,  they  had  the  power  of  realising  on  tbdr 
waste  lands,  and  there  was  no  difficulty  as  to  meet- 
ing their  engagements  at  the  proper  time.  Then 
were  contracts  now  goin|f  on  whieh  had  been 
undertaken  by  the  provincial  authorities  of  Otago. 
Ko  objection  had  been  raised  to  the  appropriation 
of  a  sum  of  £80,000  for  the  construction  of  a 
road  in  the  Province  of  Nelson.  He  would  ask 
whether  Nelson  had  the  means  of  paying  that 
money.  He  had  no  doubt  it  waa  a  neoesMuy  and 
right  work  on  which  to  expend  the  money. 

Mr.  BOWEN  wished  to  know  whether  the 
£9,000  stated  to  be  provincial  liabilities  for  tiie 
Province  of  Auckland  was  to  be  included  in  Uiis 
£40,000. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  replied  that  the  £40,000 
would  cover  the  £9,000. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  that,  although  the 
provincial  liabilities  of  some  provinces  were  larger 
than  those  of  others,  there  were  also  larger  assets 
in  those  provinces. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  vrished  to  know  whether 
the  £260,000  to  be  expraded  in  liquidation  of 
provincial  liabilities  was  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
vincial liabilities  on  the  Estimates  that  had  pre- 
yiously  oome  before  them. , 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


791 


Sir  Gt.  GKEY  replied  that  this  sum  was  not 
in  addition,  and  was  the  only  amount  that  was 
asked  to  be  Toted. 

Major  ATKINSON  took  it  that  the  position 
was  this :  The  Q-oyemment  first  of  all  sent  down 
what  were  called  proTincial  liabilities,  amounting 
to  £661,000.  Thej  subsequentlj  looked  into  the 
matter,  and  found  that  these  were  not  all  pro- 
Tincial liabilities,  but  that  there  were  consider- 
able assets  to  place  against  them.  Thej  now 
found  that  £260,000,  plus  £10,000,  which  thej 

Sroposed  to  take  for  Auckland,  would  be  required 
unng  the  current  financial  year  to  pay  the 
whole  of  the  proiincial  liabilities,  in  addition 
to  the  amount  which  was  at  present  to  the  credit 
of  the  Tote.  The  Native  Minister  then  in  effect 
said,  **  I  do  not  wish  to  hare  these  Totes  on  the 
Estimates,  but  I  ask  you  for  a  lump  sum,  plus 
my  credit,  to  meet  the  liabilities  for  the  year, 
and,  if  you  siye  me  that,  I  shall  not  commence 
any  new  woAs." 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's explanation  was  correct,  except  that  the 
Government  simply  asked  for  £300,000.  To  pro- 
vide for  that,  there  was  already  £150,000  to  the 
credit  of  the  vote,  and  the  Gk>vemment  were 
going  to  take  a  similar  amount  from  the  loan. 
That  was  all  they  intended  to  spend  during  the 
current  year  on  this  account. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  wished  to  know  whether  the 
money  was  to  be  given  to  Auckland  in  cash,  or 
whether  it  was  to  be  expended  on  works  carried 
out  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. He  would  prefer  to  see  it  spent  in  the 
latter  way. 

Mr.  BEES  thought  that  was  a  good  sugges- 
tion, inasmuch  as  the  County  Councus  and  B^ad 
Boards  were  not^responsible  for  their  expenditure 
to  the  House.  If  the  money  were  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Government  in  opening 
up  districts  and  carrying  out  special  works,  the 
Minister  in  charge  could  be  called  upon  to  ex- 
plain how  the  money  was  expended.  Although 
there  was  no  regular  schedule  with  regard  to 
Auckland,  he  felt  sure  the  Committee  would 
gladly  acCNsde  to  this  vote.  Notwithstanding  the 
enormous  area  of  Auckland  and  its  large  popula- 
tion, there  had  been  much  less  spent  in  that  dis- 
trict in  proportion  to  its  area  and  population  than 
had  been  expended  in  any  other  district  in  the 
colony.  AucKland  had  a  just  and  valid  claim  to 
ask  the  House  to  give  it  this  money. 

Mr.  BOWEN  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
give  the  money  j>ro  raid' io  the  counties.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  it  would  not  discourage  rating. 
On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  a  stimulus  to  rating, 
because  under  the  Act  it  would  be  paid  to  the 
counties  on  the  rates  raised  in  them.  It  would 
give  more  satisfaction  to  the  outlying  districts  in 
Auckland  if  the  money  was  given  to  them  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  STEVENS  would  be  glad  if  the  Minister 
of  Justice  wotdd  state  exactly  how  much  he  pro- 
posed to  pay  on  account  of  provincial  liabihties 
between  the  present  time  ana  the  80th  Jime,  in- 
clusive of  the  money  which  he  had  got  in  band, 
and  which  he  estimated  at  £160,000. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said  that  the  intention  was  to 


expend  £300,000,  inclusive  of  the  £150,000  to 
the  credit  of  the  account.  , 

Mr.  STEYENS  understood  the  proposal  with 
regard  to  the  £40,000  for  Auckland  was  to  deduct 
£10,000,  and  make  to  that  province  a  special 
allowance  of  £30,000  in  addition  to  that  amount, 
by  way  of  subsidies  on  the  principle  established 
by  the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill.  That  was 
simply  giving  an  extra  amount  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  payment  on  account  of  a  particular 
locality  to  a  certain  standard,  with  a  view  of 
putting  it  on  an  equality  with  other  districts. 
He  did  not  think  that  was  a  satisfactory  way  of 
dealing  with  the  matter.  It  would  be  hx  better, 
in  view  of  the  large  appropriations  for  works  of 
a  small  character  which  haa  been  passed  on  a  pre- 
vious evening,  to  reduce  these  so-^ed  provincial 
liabilities,  rather  than  adopt  a  plan  which  wotdd 
increase  them.  It  meant  that  the  House  was 
going  to  vote  away,  to  an  almost  unlimited  extent, 
sums  for  these  works  all  round  the  country.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  not  pursue  that  course 
in  future,  and  he  should  now  Tote  against  this 
item. 

Mr.  WOOLCOCK  thought  the  pro  raid  sys- 
tem very  objectionable,  because  Ifurge  and  rich 
districts,  which  wanted  the  money  least,  wotdd  get 
most  of  it ;  whereas  the  outlying  districts,  to 
which  it  was  specially  desirable  to  give  the 
money  in  order  to  open  them  up,  would  get  the 
least.  Under  the  pro  raid  system  the  amotmt 
those  districts  would  receive  would  be  small,  and 
it  would  not  be  expended  for  the  purposes  for 
which  the  House  voted  it.  He  should  prefer  that 
the  Government  should  undertake  to  expend  tbiq 
mone^,  and  that  it  was  devoted  to  new  works  in 
outlymg  districts. 

Mr.  BEID  noight  explain  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  misapprehension  about  what  were 
called  the  ''bogus''  estimates  of  Ota|;o.  Those 
estimates  had  been  very  carefully  considered.  It 
might  be  that  the  Provincial  Council  in  its  last 
days  was  inclined  to  be  liberal,  but  any  one  who 
looked  down  the  items  could  see  that  none  of 
them  were  extravagant.  Those  works  on  which 
the  larger  sums  of  money  had  been  expended  had 
become  the  property  of  the  colony,  and  the  dis- 
trict ought  to  be  credited  with  the  value  of  those 
works.  The  colony  had  taken  the  provincial  assets 
as  well  as  liabilities,  and  had  nothmg  to  complain 
of  in  that  respect ;  and  the  Government  wotdd  not 
be  treating  the  district  properly  unless  the  pro- 
posed works  were  carried  out.  If  Otago  had  done 
as  its  neighbotur  did,  and  saved  up  its  money,  in- 
stead of  expending  it  in  useful  works,  it  would 
now  have  plenty  of  money  to  expend  on  its  works. 
Otago  had  the  largest  assets  from  waste  lands  of 
any  district  in  the  colony,  and  no  objection  should 
be  made  to  voting  these  small  sums.  He  did  not 
know  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  on 
sudi  serrices  as  the  Governor  in  Council  shall 
from  time  to  time  determine,"  in  the  description 
of  the  vote ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
strike  those  words  out  and  treat  the  whole  sum 
as  to  be.  deyoted  to  works  recommended  by  the 
provincial  authorities.  He  would  not  object  to 
the  vote  for  Auckland,  looking  at  the  destitute 
state  of  that  district ;  but  he  did  not  understand 
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what   wat  mesnt  by  Tedaoiiig  the   amount  to 
£80.000. 

Mr.  BOWB  hoped  the  rote  would  be  paeted. 
The  6K)Termneiit,  bj  putting  the  amount  on  the 
Esttmatf  s,  riiowed  the  peo^  of  AuckUnd  that 
it  wished  to  do  justioe  to  them.  He  did  not 
•ee  that  there  was  anj  neoesntj  to  difonee  the 
matter  ftirther. 

Major  ATKINSON  believed  that  if  anrthing 
like  this  were  put  into  the  Appropriation  Bill  the 
GoTemment  would  get  themselyes  into  a  diiB- 
cahT.  The  honorame  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Estimate  •  would  find  that,  if  he  propoMd  to 
spend  onlj  £800,000  on  prorincial  liabilitiet  dur- 
ing the  current  jear,  and  onlj  asked  for  that 
sum,  he  would  run  short  of  funds.  He  (ICajor 
Alkhison)  understood  Uie  Premier  to  saj  that  he 
proposed  to  inoMase  the  amount  bj  £100,000, 
and  that  he  was  foing  to  take  the  £200,000  as 
Toted  here  {dus  his  assets.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  €k>Temment  should  have  at  their  com- 
namd  a  sum  of  not  less  than  £460,000  or  £600,000. 
They  should  eertainlr  not  have  less  than  £460,000 
— that  was  to  say,  the  £800,000  which  they  had 
got  in  the  Loan  Act  and  the  £160,000  of  assets 
which  they  posseseed.  He  would  adiise  them 
to  consider  wnether  the  sum  they  asked  for  wat 
sufloient. 

Qnestion  put,  **  That  the  item  be  agreed  to ;" 
upon  which  a  dirinon  was  called  for,  witlx  the 
following  result  t — 

Ayes        88 

Noes        9 


M^ority  for 


24 


AtB8. 

Major  Atkinson, 

lir.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Baigent, 
Mr.  Balhmoe, 

Mr.  Maofkrlane, 
Mr.  Manders, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Nahe, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Beet, 

Mr.  J.  0.  Brown, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Bowe, 

Mr.  Oarrington, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  FiSier, 

Mr.  Stout, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Takamoana, 

Mr.  Gitborne, 

Mr.  Tole, 

SirG.  Grey, 

Mr.  W.  Wood, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Woolcock. 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  KeUy, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Joyce. 

No 

B8. 

Mr.  Fitiroy, 

Mr.  Sterens, 

Mr.  Johniton, 

Mr.  Teschemaker. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Tellere. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Bichardson, 

Mr.  BoUeeton. 

Item,  £800,000,  agreed  to. 
Besolutions  reported  to  the  House,  and  agreed 
to. 

WINTON-KINGSTON  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  JOYCE  moTed,  That  it  be  an  instruction 
to  the  Gh>Temment  to  institute  such  inquiries 
daring  the  recess  as  will  enable  it  to  place  before 
Mr.Seid 


the  House  a  statement  of  the  reasons  that  led  to 
the  construction  of  the  Winton-KingBton  Bail- 
way  extension  by  prirate  contract.  He  mxcht 
state  that  there  was  rery  great  dissatisfaction  Sdt 
in  the  South  oonoeming  this  matter.  There 
might  be  good  reasons  for  this  course  being 
adopted,  but  he  was  led  to  b^'ere  that  the  ar- 
rangement would  result  in  considerable  loss  to 
the  GhoTernment. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  had  no  objection  to  the  ad<m- 
tion  of  the  reedotion,  and,  if  poesible,  he  wooM 
giro  the  reasons  next  sitting  day. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  eleYea  o'dook 
p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COXTNCIL. 
Saimrday,  9ih  December,  1877. 


Appcopriatioa  Bill— ImmigiatioB  and   PabUe  Woks 
Appropriimofi  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfsakxb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  seTcn  p.m. 

Pbatxbs. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third 
time. 

IMMIGRATION  ANB  PUBLIC  WORKS 
APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— In  putting  the 
question,  "  That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time,"  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  point  out  that,  alter 
the  maturest  consideration  I  could  give  the  ques- 
tion in  so  short  a  time,  the  Bill  only  having  been 
placed  in  our  hands  an  hour  or  two  ago,  it  appears 
to  me  that  there  is — of  course,  unintoitiozia&y — 
an  infringement  of  the  priyilegee  of  this  Council 
by  the  insertion  in  the  Bill  of  clauses  18,  14^ 
and  15,  which  cannot  come  under  the  category 
of  appropriations.  Perfaans,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  Council  should  not  take  any  further 
notice  of  it^  except  to  deUrer  a  message  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  somewhat  in 
these  terms : — 

"  The  Legislatiye  CouncQ  informs  the  House  of 
Representatires  that,  upon  examining  the  Bfll 
intituled  *Tbe  Immigration  and  Puluic  W^ks 
Approinriation  Act,  1877,'«  which  the  House  has 
transmitted  for  their  assent,  the  Council  obserre 
that  in  the  18th,  14th,  and  16th  clauses  certain 
acts  are  authorized  to  be  done  by  a  corporate 
body,  and  certain  property  is  expressed  to  be 
Tested  in  such  body.  The  Council,  on  referring 
to  '  The  Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appro- 
priation Act,  1876,'  find  that  a  certain  power 
was  granted  by  that  Act  to  the  Goremor  whidi 
may  be  deemed  to  hare  been  the  cause  of  the 
clauses  in  question  baring  now  been  incorporated 
into  the  present  Immigration  and  Public  Worits 
Appropriation  Bill  ;  and  on  this  account  the 
Council  are  willing  to  waive  the  objection  they 
would  otherwise  hare  taken  to  the  insertion,  of 
these  dauses  in  the  said  BUI,  and  the  Council  do 
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this  in  the  full  belief  that  it  wae  not  the  intention 
of  the 'House  of  KepresentatiTes  to  annex  clauses 
to  one  of  their  Bills  of  Supply,  the  matter  of 
which  is  foreign  to  and  different  from  the  true 
matter  of  such  Bill  of  Aid  or  Supply.  The  Coun- 
cil have  accordingly  passed  the  said  Bill,  and  now 
retam  the  same  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
as  one  of  their  Bills  of  Supply." 

That  is  the  course  I  would  suggest  that  the 
Council  should  adopt. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOEE.— I  have  to 
express  my  very  great  regret  that  there  should 
have  been  any  inmogement  of  the  privileges  of 
this  Council  committed  in  a  Gk>vemment  mea- 
sure of  this  sort.  I  am  sure  that  it  was  an  over- 
sight, and  it  was  not  contemplated  that  such  an 
interpretation  wotdd  be  put  upon  this  portion  of 
the  BilL  It  was  a  slight  extension  of  an  appro- 
priation of  last  vear.  This  provision  was  not  put 
in  with  the  smallest  desire  to  infringe  the  rights 
of  the  Council  in  any  way.  Under  these  clauses 
alone  can  we  carry  on  any  dealing  with  the 
Pumping  Association  at  the  Thames,  upon  which 
all  the  mines  that  are  yielding  gold  are  depend- 
ing. Legislation  was  required,  or  these  mining 
operations  would  come  to  a  stop.  Under  that 
pressure  the  clauses  were  put  in,  perhaps  without 
sufficient  reflection.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the 
6K>vemment  will  accept  the  message  from  the 
Council  in  the  way  the  Council  wocud  wish,  be- 
cause thev  recognize  their  responsibility  if  such 
a  breach  has  been  committed ;  but  the  Council, 
in  passing  the  Bill,  would  very  greatly  promote 
the  public  convenience. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— It  appears  to  me  that 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Council  has  been 
committed  on  the  present  occasion.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  a,  distinct  measiye  for  promoting 
the  object  in  view  might  not  have  been  brought 
forward  early  in  the  session,  and,  if  proper  sti5;e- 
menta  had  been  made  to  this  Council,  I  am  sure 
that  it  would  have  concurred  in  such  a  measure. 
However,  I  consider  this  to  be  a  very  dangerous 
precedent. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  would  remind 
the  Council  that  this  is  not  the  first,  second,  or 
third  time  in  which  Appropriation  Bills  have 
come  to  this  Council  with  what  are  called  '*  tacks  " 
appended  to  them.  I  think  that  in  future  ses- 
sions we  should  avail  ourselves  of  that  period  of 
the  session  when  there  is  a  full  attendance  of 
members  of  the  Council  to  table  a  resolution 
expressing  the  mind  of  the  Council  as  to  the 
proper  course  to  be  adopted  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
which  might  serve  for  the  guidance  and  support 
of  those  members  who  remained  until  the  ena  of 
the  session.  Failing  the  adoption  of  any  such 
resolution  during  this  session,  and  accepting  in 
this  Chamber  the  assurance  eiven  by  the  honor- 
able member  representing  tne  Government,  it 
may  be  sufficient  to  adopt  the  message  which  you 
have  just  read.  I  hope  in  another  session  we 
shall  see  our  way  to  take  some  course  which  will, 
while  respecting  the  privileges  of  the  other  House, 
induce  the  honorable  gentlemen  in  that  Chamber 
to  respect  ours. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Sir,  the 
Council  will  feel  very  much  indebted  to  you  for 
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the  faithful  performance  of  your  duty  in  guarding 
the  privileges  of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature 
by  the  course  you  have  felt  it  right  to  pursue.  It 
is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  occasion 
on  which  the  Council  finds  it  necessary  to  take 
exception  to  any  clauses  in  an  Appropriation  Bill 
should  be  one  where  no  idea  can  be  entertained 
that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  had  any  inten- 
tion of  acting  contrary  to  the  rule  which  for  two 
hundred  years  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  hat 
been  the  guide  in  the  relations  of  both  Houses. 
However,  Sir,  the  notice  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  take  of  the  present  matter  will  call  at- 
tention to  the  necessity  for  a  careful  observation 
of  a  rule  upon  which  really  rests  the  indepen- 
dence of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  The 
Council  is  not  only  indebted  to  you,  Sir,  for  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  brought  the  subject 
under  our  notice,  but  also  to  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  for  the  spirit  he  has  dis- 
played. It  is  my  wish,  even  in  this  thin  House, 
briefly  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  the  course  we  are  pursuing  in  our  finance, 
for  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  a  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility which  prompts  me  to  place  upon 
record,  in  the  fewest  possible  words,  the  objec- 
tion which  I,  as  an  old  settler,  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  entertain  to  the  apparently 
reckless  course  we  are  taking  in  regard  to  our 
expenditure.  The  two  Appropriation  Bills  before 
us  are  full  of  very  grave  warnings,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  conceal  from  ourselves  the  dangerous' 
position  into  which  those  appropriations  are  lead- 
ing the  public  finances.  I  will  give  a  few  figures 
to  show  the  prodigious  rate  at  which  we  are 
progressing  in  our  expenditure ;  and  I  am  sure 
that,  if  those  figures  are  brought  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  country,  they  'mil  not  be  without 
effect  upon  every  person  who  has  any  feeling  of 
patriotism.  It  can  hardly,  I  think,  oe  known — 
except,  perhaps,  to  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment themselves — what  these  figures  are.  The 
supplies  for  which  we  have  to  find  ways  and 
means  in  the  year  1877-78  are  as  follow : — 

£ 

CiTilLiat         29,760 

Interest  on  Pablio  Debt,  TreMnrj  BUls,  and 
Bank  A.dTuioet  (sooordmg  to  the  late  Trea- 

sarer't  tablee)       1,038,226 

Other  Permanent  Charges   onder   Permanent 
Acts 67,011 

£1,180,887 
Votes  in  this  rear's  Appropriation  Act : — 
ProTinoial  Xiabilitiee,  General  OoTemment 

Liabilitiee,  and  Unanthorised  Bxpenditore      610,856 
Pablio  Departments,  Native  Serrioee, 

Management  of  Trust  Fnnds. . .  £850,662 
Land  Administration  and  Sarreys  268,076 
Militia  andVolonteers,  Defence,  and 

Armed  Oonstabnlary 160,048 

Education 164,787 

Bailwars  uid  Public  Works,  include 
ine  Purchases  of  Stores  for  the 

Workshops         ... 671,303 

2,035,665 


Total... 


...  £3,736,407 


So  that,  taking,  firstly,  all  that  part  of  the 
annual  public  expenditure  over  which  Parlia- 
ment has  divested  itself  of  annual  control,  by 
means  of  Loan  Acts  and  other  permanent  Acts ; 
secondly,   the   ourrent  liabilities  of  the  Gene* 
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ral  Gk)Temment,  and  the  provincial  liabilities 
and  engagements  for  which  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  has  now  made  grants ;  and,  lastlj,  the 
lenioes  of  the  present  year,  there  is  a  total  of 
no  less  than  £3,736,407  to  be  met.  But  that  is 
not  all.  The  second  of  the  two  Appropriation 
Bills  before  us— namely,  the  Immigration  and 
Public  Works  Bill — in  addition  to  the  sums  I 
bare  just  named,  contains  grants  of  money  to 
the  amount  of  £2,296,937  for  railways  and  pub- 
lio  works,  and  a  yote  of  £10,000  for  the  Moun- 
tain Boad  in  Tanmaki.  Thus,  the  House  of 
Bepreientatires  has  allowed  to  be  expended  this 
year  on  public  works,  by  the  second  of  these  Bills, 
a  sum  of  £2,305,937 ;  and  the  total  appropria- 
tions made  by  both  Bills  added  together  amount 
for  1877-78  to  Uie  enormous  sum  of  £6,042,844. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— No. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  assure 
the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  that  I  am 
only  taking  figures  which  are  expressly  named  in 
the  Tarious  clauseSiOf  these  two  Bills ;  and  that, 
having  taken  pains  to  get  them  out  accurately, 
I  am  quite  correct  in  ^ving  these  as  the  grants 
of  money  for  which,  including,  of  course,  pay- 
ments under  permanent  Acts,  the  assent  of 
this  Council  is  now  sought.  Sir,  this  is  surely 
a  very  serious  matter  for  us  all,  for  if  we 
turn  from  these  vast  sums  to  the  amount  avail- 
able from  all  sources  of  ordinary  revenue  as 
estimated  for  the  present  year,  and  starting,  that 
is  to  say,  with  £148,220,  which  appeared  m  the 
original  Financial  Statement  of  the  late  Colonial 
Tr^nrer  (now  adopted  by  the  present  Colonial 
Treasurer)  as  the  credit  balance  with  which  we 
began  the  year,  and  adding  to  that  credit  balance 
the  whole  proceeds  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
estimated  for  the  year,  including  receipts  from 
railways  and  every  other  source,  except  the  land 
revenue,  the  total  is  not  estimated  to  yield  more 
than  £2,483,880 ;  and  the  balance  of  expenditure 
will,  ther^ore,  have  to  be  made  up  out  of  the 
land  revenue,  or  by  further  debt.  How  can  any 
of  us  look  upon  such  figures  as  these  without 
grave  alarm?  We  are  about  to  borrow  two 
millions  and  a  half  more  to  go  on  with  the 
railways  and  other  works  upon  which  we  have 
been  engaged.  Now,  I  say  t^at  to  attempt  to 
complete  our  railways,  and  to  spend  on  other 
objects  besides  the  amounts  which  these  Appro- 
priation Bills  allow  the  Government  to  spend  in 
the  course  of  the  current  year,  is  to  attempt  doing 
what  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the  colony  to  do, 
unless  we  are  willing  blindly  to  run  into  further 
debt  to  a  dangerous  extent.  I  wish.  Sir,  that  we 
could  all  take  a  lesson  from  such  figures  as  are 
brought  before  us  in  these  two  Bills.  I  am  not. 
accusing  the  present  Gt>vemment  of  extravagance 
in  their  ordinary  Estimates,  or  of  improperly 
increasing  the  departmental  expenditure,  for  there 
is  no  very  serious  difference  between  the  two 
Ministries  about  the  expenditure  upon  ordinaiy 
current  services  of  the  year,  nnt  there  is 
one  thing  for  which  the  present  Government, 
and,  indeed,  any  Government,  must  be  blamed — 
namely,  that  they  have  allowed  grants  to  be  put 
-  into  the  Appropriation  Act  which,  had  they  been 
considered  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  in 
Mon,  Sir  F.  Dillon  Sell 


detail,  must  have  received  a  very  different  treat* 
ment  from  what  it  is  evident  they  have  i^dred 
in  that  House  this  session.  I  ask  the  bonoraUe 
and  gallant  gentleman  to  remember  that,  though 
great  sums  are  placed  by  these  supplemeutaiy 
votes  at  the  disposal  of  Uie  ExecuttTe,  it  is  im- 

Sossible  that  there  can  be  any  one,  either  in  this 
onncil  or  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  who 
does  not  know  perfectly  well  tlmt  there  is  not  the 
money  to  meet  the  votes.  The  only  course,  there- 
fore, which  the  Government  can  adopt  with  any 
respect  to  themselves  or  safety  to  our  finances,  is 
resolutely  to  hold  their  hand,  and  stem,  if  they 
possibly  can,  this  current  of  public  expenditure 
which  seems  to  threaten  our  destruction.  If  the 
existing  Gt>vemment  really  mean  to  follow  up 
the  policy  by  which  they  seemed  to  be  initiating 
a  safer  finance  than  we  nave  had  for  the  past  few 
years,  much  more  must  be  done  than  merely 
taking  the  Land  Fund  into  the  general  revenue, 
unless  we  are  to  go  over  the  brink  of  difficulty 
and  embarrassment  on  which  we  are  standing  into 
what  can  only  be  the  abyss  o(  our  ruin.  No 
trumpery  saving  that  may  be  effected  in  the  de- 
partmental expenditure  during  the  next  fife 
months,  no  boasted  change  in  the  incidence  of 
taxation,  no  dewce  that  the  ablest  of  us  could 
resort  to  in  aid  of  the  Treasury,  will  save  this 
country  from  insolvency,  unless  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  the  day,  let  them  be  who  they  will, 
sternly  set  their  foot  down  against  this  mad- 
ness by  which  votes  are  crowded  on  to  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  at  the  last  moment) 
in  utter  disregard  of  the  certain  fact  that  we 
hare  not  the  money  to  pay  for  them.  This  .Coun- 
cil is  not  able  to  alter  votes  which  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  have  chosen  to  pass.  It  ought 
not  to  be  able  to  alter  them.  But,  if  the  Council 
has  any  sense  of  self-respect,  any  desire  for  the 
true  interests  of  the  country,  it  can  and  will  raise 
its  voice,  as  I  now  dare  to  raise  mine,  against  a 
course  which,  if  persisted  in,  must  destroy  the 
property  of  the  country,  cause  the  greatest  doubts 
as  to  the  honesty  of  our  people,  and  in  the  «id 
give  an  evil  name  to  us  and  to  our  country,  mak< 
ing  it  as  distasteful  for  new  men  to  ooin«  into  as 
it  will  be  hard  for  us  to  live  here  ourselves. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  do  aot 
wish  to  trouble  the  Council  by  going  into  finanee 
at  any  length  at  this  period  of  the  evening,  more 
especislly  as  the  Council  is  thin,  and  matters  have 
been  pretty  well  settled  for  this  session.  The 
honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  always 
devotes  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  finandaj 
branch  of  our  politics,  and  he  has  said  no  more 
this  evening  than  what  has  been  said  in  this 
Council  on  many  occasions—  that  is,  that  the  rate 
at  which  we  are  spending  borrowed  mon^most 
soon  be  stopped,  or  the  colony  ruined.  That  is 
what  he  told  us,  and  it  is  what  every  honorable 
gentleman  with  any  reflection  has  seen  for  aome 
time  past.  It  is  quito  obvious  that  if  we  are 
spending  two  millions  a  year  more  than  we  hava 
got  we  must  be  adding  two  millions  a  year  to  our 
debt.  It  is,  consequently,  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  that  the  country  must  be  asked 
to  support  us  in  refusing  to  expend  so  much 
money  from  loan  in  the  future.    We  must  hold 
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our  hands ';  we  masfc  reet  upon  our  oars ;  we 
must  make  thafc  profitable  which  we  hare  con- 
Btructed,  and  uot  until  we  are  justified  bj  cir- 
cumstances cuter  into  new  works  on  the  scale  of 
late  jears.  We  hare  taken  a  step  in  that 
direction  by  allocating  a  certain  part  of  *  the 
Land  Fund  to  the  districts  and  continuing  the 
•ubsidies,  and  we  hope  to  find  enough  self- 
reliance  in  the  country  to  induce  locxJities  to 
construct  their  works,  rather  than  come  to  Par- 
liament to  ask  for  grants  of  money.  But  in  one 
direction  ParUament  can  do  more  good  than 
even  by  deciding  to  hare  no  new  loans.  What 
really  upsets  all  finance  in  this  country  is  the 
enormous  amount  of  Supplementary  Estimates 
which  come  up  erery  year.  That  is  what  renders 
Bound  finance  impossible  in  this  colony,  and  the 
practice  of  crowding  heavy  items  on  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  seems  to  be  increasing  year 
by  year.  Instead  of  people  being  satisfied  with 
what  is  done  for  them,  it  appears,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  more  that  is  done  for  them  the  more 
they  want.  This  year  the  Gt)Temment  hare 
accepted,  in  the  main,  the  Estimates  of  their  pre- 
decessors ;  but,  while  taking  power  to  spend  this 
amonnt  of  money,  they  hare  given  a  distinct 
declaration  that  they  will  not  feel  themselves 
bound  to  spend  the  whole  of  the  money.  It  is 
for  that  reason  that  the  Estimates  have  not  been 
80  carefully  considered  as  i^hey  otherwise  would 
have  been.  The  House  of  Representatives  relies 
upon  the  Government,  and  the  Government  are 
therefore  more  stiicUy  responsible  for  many 
works  which  appear  on  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates than  they  otherwise  would  be.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  alluded  to  the  Mountain  Boad 
at  Taranaki.  I  wish  to  point  out  that,  in  order 
to  keep  that  expenditure  within  the  four  comers 
of  the  law,  a  vote  has  been  taken  but  lately. 
Bnt  it  is  not  a  new  outlay  at  all.  The  money 
la  to  be  taken  out  of  the  surplus  Taranaki  Land 
Purchase  Fund.  There  is  a  balance  of  £20,000 
or  £30,000  to  the  credit  of  that  account,  and 
iBlO,000  is  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  Mountain  Boad.  It  is  said  to  be  a  very  neces- 
wsry  road  in  order  to  make  the  land  lately  pur- 
diased  from  the  Natives  available  for  settlement. 
I  do  not  think  that  can  be  regarded  as  a  bad 
investment,  and  the  money,  instead  of  being  a 
fresh  expenditure,  is  merely  a  transfer  from  one 
account  to  another.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
Bay  it  is  not  within  the  functions  of  the  Council 
to  speak  when  it  thinks  necessary  on  the  general 
Bubject  of  finance.  I  believe  much  good  has 
been  done  on  more  occasions  than  one  by  a 
temperate  and  careful  consideration  of  financial 
matters  bv  this  Council.  It  has  been  pretty  well 
recognized,  I  think,  that  our  debates  on  finan- 
cial matters  have  exercised  a  great  deal  of  in- 
fluence on  the  country,  and  have  done  a  great 
deal  of  good ;  and,  while  it  is  undesirable  that  we 
should  be  continually  warning  and  speaking,  I 
think  that,  now  and  then,  whenever  it  appears 
we  are  gettios  too  far  ahead,  and  the  country 
IB  faking  the  bit  into  its  teeth  and  not  reflect- 
ing, that  a  temperate  warning  from  the  Council 
may  hare  more  eff(Bct  than  any  other  remon- 
■trance  which  can  poesiMy  be  addressed  tq  the 


colony.  I  hope  the  Council,  with  its  usual  con- 
sideration, will  pass  this  Bill.  The  responsibility 
for  the  items  does  not  rest  upon  us,  and  it  is 
practically  a  matter  of  form  giving  our  assent  to 
the  Bill.  Nothing  but  the  most  extraordinary 
circumstances  woiud  warrant  us  in  rejecting  the 
Bill,  except  on  the  eround  of  privilege,  such  as 
that  we  have  already  discussed.  However,  I 
think  we  have  asserted  our  rights  enough  in  that 
direction.  I  am  obliged  to  you.  Sir,  for  having 
drawn  attention  to  the  subject,  and  for  having, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Billon  BeU, 
framed  a  message  which  at  once  asserts  our 
privileges  and  can  produce  no  irritation  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday^  Sth  December,  1877. 


Third  Besding — Oanterbory  Bailwsy  Bridges  ~- Appro- 
priation Bill. 

Mr.  Sfbaxbb  took  the  chair  at  palf-past  two 
o'clock. 
Fbaybbs. 

THIBD  BEADING. 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 
Bill. 

CANTEBBUBY    BAILWAY  BBIDGES. 

Mr.  BICHABDSOX  wished  to  ask  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  a  question,  without  notice.  A  telemm  ap- 
peared in  the  papers,  and  a  similar  one  had  been 
read  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  last 
night,  referring  to  what  purported  to  be  a  serious 
damage  to  the  bridge  over  the  Bangitata  Biver. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  damage  was  done 
to  the  railway  bridge,  or  to  both  that  and  the 
road  bridge.  He  hoped  it  was  confined  to  the 
railway  bridge,  and  that  it  was  not  of  a  serious 
nature.  It  was  further  reported  that  serious 
damage  had  been  done  to  the  Waimakariri  Bridge. 
The  nver  had  been  a  constant  source  of  annoy- 
ance and  cost  in  consequence  of  the  ever-recurring 
damage  by  fioods.  He  drew  the  especial  attention 
of  the  Government  to  this  matter  with  the  view 
of  their  obtaining  a  comprehensive  report  on  the 
subject,  so  that  the  matter  might  be  fully  con- 
sidered before  any  large  expenditure  was  incurred 
in  repairs.  It  would  appear  that  one  branch  of 
the  river  was  being  diverted  into  another  channel. 
He  hoped  that,  before  the  Government  committed 
themselves  to  any  large  expenditure,  they  would 
ascertain  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  for  pro- 
tecting the  bridge  in  future. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  since  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  indicated  his  intention  of  asking 
this  question,  he  had  made  inquiries  on  the  mat- 
ter, and  had  received  the  following  information 
from  the  department : — 

**  The  damage  done  is  not  large.  At  the  Bangi- 
tata the  groin  on  the  south  bank  has  sunk  out  of 
sight,  which  it  was  intended  should  b«  the  case. 
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At  the  Wainiakariri  the  north  bank  has  been 
washed  away  at  the  same  phice  as  happened 
before." 

With  regard  to  the  diTersion  of  the  Uist-named 
river,  that  was  too  great  a  matter  to  give  an 
answer  to  off- hand ;  but  the  QoTemment  would 
make  inquiries,  and,  if  the  damage  was  of  yearly 
occurrence,  they  would  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  adopt  tome  permanent  remedy 
rather  than  simply  repair  the  damage  done  by  the 
flood. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  wished  to  itate  that  there  was  a 
•trong  opinion  among  the  residents  with  respect 
to  this  bridge.  There  were  constantly  recurring 
difficulties  in  connection  with  the  railway ;  and 
until  there  was  more  room  under  the  bridge  for 
the  flow  of  water  no  substantial  remedy  ooiSd  be 
applied. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  have  inquiries  made. 
He  was  aware  that  in  Hawke's  Bay  similar 
damage  was  done  from  severe  floods,  which  had 
been  preriously  unknown  in  that  part  of  the 
oount^. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  gpina  into  Committee  on  this 
Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said,— I  understand,  Sir,  it  was 
agreed  that  a  discussion  should  take  place  on  the 
motion  for  £oing  into  Committee  on  this  BiU,  and 
therefore  1  wish  to  offer  a  few  remarks  to  the 
House.  In  the  first  place,  I  think,  at  the  close 
of  so  long  a  session,  the  longest  since  the  General 
Assembly  first  met,  I  ought  to  make  some  obserra- 
tions  with  respect  to  some  of  the  leading  mea- 
sures carried  this  session  with  which  we  hare 
been  connected,  and  also  some  remarks  on  the 
probable  course  of  public  business  during  next 
fession.  The  one  measure  that  I  particularly 
wish  to  remark  upon  is  the  Financial  Arrange- 
ments Bill,  by  which  the  Land  Fund  is  made 
the  common  property  of  the  colony.  I  desire  to 
express  my  gratitude  to  the  House  for  the  very 
large  support  it  gave  in  carrying  that  measure 
through.  That  support  was  a  recognition  on  the 
part  of  this  House  of  the  necessity  for  that  mea- 
•ure,  and  of  the  benefit  which  we  may  fairly  ex- 
pect from  it.  So  large  a  support  having  been 
E'ven  to  the  Government  on  a  measure  of  that 
nd,  introduced  at  the  end  of  the  session,  will, 
I  think,  go  far  to  make  the  whole  of  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Zealand  consider  that  the 
measure  was  of  itself  a  necessity,  and  is  one  of 
protection  both  to  the  outside  creditor  and  to 
the  future  financial  stability  of  the  country.  I 
can  only  say  that  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
remment,  as  far  as  possible,  in  carrying  out  this 
really  great  measure,  so  to  act  as  to  show  that 
the  confidence  which  the  House  has  reposed  in 
Hi  has  not  been  misplaced ;  and  we  shaU  do  our 
rery  utmost  to  render  it  as  beneficial  in  its  opera- 
tion in  all  respects  as  this  House  desires  it  to  be. 
I  wish  also  to  express  the  sense  of  gratitude  of 
the  Government  to  the  House  for  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  placed  funds  at  our  disposal.  I 
consider  that  we  ought  to  feel  most  grateful  for 
baring  the  ftmds  necessary  to  conduct  the  public 
business  placed  at  our  disposal,  as  I  must  say, 
with  very  great  liberality.  Very  large  discretion- 
Jfr.  SJMkan 


ary  powers  have  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  expenditure  of 
votes,  and  we  shall  endeavour  to  cany  out  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  by  exercising  those  powers 
with  as  much  prudence  and  foresight  as  we  pot- 
sibfy  can.  I  assure  the  House  that  no  expendi- 
ture will  take  place  without  its  being  first  care- 
fully considered;  and  I  trust  that  next  season 
the  House  will  admit  that,  while,  on  Uie  one 
hand,  we  had  great  powers  confided  to  us,  on  the 
other  hand  those  powers  have  been  meet  care- 
fully used,  and  that  the  votes  have  been  dealt 
with  in  the  frusal  manner  which  it  is  the  desire 
of  this  House  should  be  observed.  Then,  Sir,  I 
should  Uke  to  make  a  remark  upon  another  point 
which  arose  accidentally  in  discussion  last  night, 
because  it  is  a  point  which  will  require  ouz 
careful  consideration,  as  it  is  connected  to  some 
extent  with  the  distribution  of  the  public  funds. 
It  was  asked  by  one  honorable  gentleman — and  it 
was  apparently  a  sentiment  which  found  an  echo 
in  the  House — with  respect  to  those  settlements 
which  may  be  regarded  as  outposts,  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  break  them  up,  rather 
than  incur  an  expenditure  on  their  maintenance, 
especially  as  that  expenditure  was  likely  to  be 
large.  I  trust  the  House  will  agree  with  me  that 
that  was  a  great  fallacy  to  put  before  the  ooontry, 
because  we  must  never  forget  that  in  this  coun^f 
it  is  a  question  of  civilization  in  the  midst  of 
semi-barbarism.  It  is  a  peculiar  position,  and 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  any  aettla- 
ments  are  formed  as  what  I  may  term  outposts 
of  civilization,  in  positions  of  danger,  the  inbkbifc* 
ants  of  those  settlements  must  not  be  allowied 
to  depart  from  tbem.  Even  if  they  should 
desire  to  do  so,  it  will  be  our  duty  to  say  to 
them,  "  You  ought  to  maintain  the  positioDs  in 
which  you  are  placed."  But,  while  we  saj  that, 
we  must  extend  every  sympathy  to  them,  and 
let  them  know  that,  while  we  require  them  to 
maintain  their  positions,  we  shall  give  them 
ever^  assistance  m  doing  so.  For,  in  the  case  of 
civilization  in  contact  with  semi-barbarism,  the 
relinquishment  of  one  point  means  the  relinquish- 
ment of  many  points:  once  barbarism  sweefps 
civilization  before  it,  no  human  intellect  can  tell 
the  point  at  which  the  advancing  tide  can  be 
checked,  or  where  disaster  will  follow.  The  only 
proper  course  is  a  resolute  determination,  from 
the  first,  not  to  put  your  foot  down  until  yoa 
are  certain  of  your  sround,  but,  when  once  it  is 
set  down,  never  to  draw  it  back.  Thsit  must  be 
our  policy.  I  desire  next  to  point  out  the  great 
difficulties  resulting  from  the  absence  of  wmU  I 
may  call  well-defined  parties  in  this  House.  I 
believe  that  it  is  only  possible  to  carry  on  what 
we  understand  by  responsible  government  where 
two  well-defined  parties  exist  in  the  Legislaturs. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  government  of  the 
country  becomes  comparatively  easy,  and,  I  may 
say,  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  is  almost 
certainly  insured,  because  it  U  then  in  the  pow«r 
of  the  people  at  any  time  to  make  their  in- 
fluence felt ;  and,  inasmuch  as  public  opiman 
varies  rapidly  in  these  new  countries,  I  thii^ 
it  is  essential  that  well-defined  parties  should 
exist,  and  that  the  inhabitants  should  have  an 
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r»Hctiu^  of  taking,  from  either  one  party  or 
other,  leaden  who  are  capable  of  giving  effect 
to  the  well-formed  desires  and  wishes  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people.  We  shall  endeayoor  next 
sesssion  to  remedy,  as  fiur  as  possible,  the  evil  of 
which  I  complain,  by  bringing  forward  mat 
and  well-defined  measures,  wmch  mast  naye 
the  effect  of  creating  a  strong  public  opinion 
throughout  the  country.  One  of  those  measures 
will  Im,  as  I  have  already  stated  in  glancing  lit 
the  subject,  a  Bill  which  will  secure  a  franchise 
of  the  most  liberal  description,  with  fair  repre- 
sentation to  the  inhabitants  of  every  district,  and, 
as  far  as  possible,  freedom  and  purity  of  election. 
I  hare  referred  to  that  measure  first,  because  I 
beliere  that  any  other  advantages  which  can  be 
gained  for  the  country  can  only  be  made  perma- 
nent, and  a  further  extension  of  them  made  a 
matter  of  certainty,  by  power  being  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  to  make  the  will  of  the 
majority  really  and  truly  felt.  That  is  the  basis 
on  which  we  must  build  all  further  improve- 
ments that  we  intend  to  introduce  into  New  Zea- 
land. The  next  thing  we  shall  consider  will  be 
the  question  of  taxation.  We  shall  endeavour,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  provide  that  every  inhabitant 
shall  contribute  to  the  revenue  in  some  fair  pro- 
portion to  the  advantages  which  he  derives  from 
the  oountiy ;  and,  in  doing  that,  I  trust  that  we 
shall  also  be  able  to  relieve  the  people  of  some  of 
the  burdens  which,  in  our  opinion,  at  present 
press  so  heavily  upon  them.  Having  secured  an 
mcrease  of  taxation  in  one  direction,  we  shall 
secure  a  diminution  in  another,  which  will  afford 
great  advantages  to  New  Zealand.  We  shall 
then  direct  our  attention  to  another  point,  and 
that  is,  to  secure  a  simple  means  by  which  the 
lands  of  the  colony  may  be  occupied  with  greater 
focility  than  has  hitherto  been  the  case— occu- 
pied, indeed,  under  a  system  of  such  fairness 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  an  advantage  over 
others  to  be  given  to  one  class  of  the  community, 
or  to  a  single  individual,  and  under  which  such 
AudUtiei  will  be  afforded  as  will  enable  every 
man  who  desires  it  to  secure  a  home  for  himself 
and  for  his  family  in  this  countiy,  until  that  time 
arrivee  when  waste  lands  no  longer  exist,  having 
been  entirely  taken  up  by  the  settlers.  I  would 
point  out  that  we  have  a  great  advantage  in 
New  Ze^and  in  attempting  to  introduce  mea- 
iores  of  this  kind.  In  Great  Britain,  as  is  known 
to  all  who  hear  me,  various  institutions  exist 
which  have  no  place  in  this  country.  There  is  an 
Established  Church,  with  certain  privile^s  and 
powere  granted  to  the  dignitaries  of  that  Church 
— ^powers  of  legislation,  and  vanrious  other  powers 
which  tend  more  or  less  to  interfere  with  the 
oourse  of  legislation.  There  is  also  an  hereditaiy 
Upper  House,  without  whose  consent  no  laws 
can  be  passed,  and  not  only  possessing  power 
over  the  legislation  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  but  exercising  that  power  principally  in 
the  direction  of  retarding  that  legislation  where 
it  may  point  too  much  in  the  direction  of  dimi- 
nishinff  their  own  power  and  increasing  that  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain.  In  England, 
whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  a  feeling  very  gene- 
Xfdly  prevails   that  the  safety  of  the   Crown 


depends  upon  the  preservation  of  privileges  of 
that  kind,  not  only  to  the  two  ereat  bodies  which 
comprise  the  Legislature,  but  also  to  other  bodies. 
It  is  felt  that  the  many  checks  imposed  by  these 
dominant  bodies  in  England  are,  as  it  were,  con- 
centrated in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  to  enable 
it  to  defend  itself  against  encroachments  on  its 
authority.  Nothing  of  that  kind  exists  in  this 
country.  The  only  relations  between  the  Crown 
and  its  subjects  in  New  Zealand  are  relations  of 
loyalty  and  affection.  The  Crown  can  feel  no 
danger  to  itself,  qud  Crown,  in  respect  to  the 
legislation  of  this  ol'ihe  other  Chamber.  The 
Crown  can  only  desire  the  prosperity  and  welfare 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  It  can  only  hope 
that  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  New  {Zealand 
may  be  so  great  that  they  may  ever  desire  to  re- 
mam  attached  to  Great  Britain,  and  think  it  one 
of  their  greatest  privileges  to  belong  to  a  power 
which  sways  the  world  by  its  influence.  1  may 
say  that  in  no  part  of  its  possessions  is  the 
Crown  more  loyally  or  affectionately  regarded 
than  in  this  colony,  and  that  none  of  us  can 
contemplate  any  action  that  would  trench  upon 
that  affection  or  loyalty.  Therefore  we  are  free 
from  all  those  apprehensions  which  prevail  in 
England  with  regard  to  the  effect  which  the  ex- 
tension of  the  pnvileges  of  the  people  may  have 
upon  the  rights  of  the  Crown.  We  start  un- 
weighted in  the  race  which  leads  to  complete 
freedom — to  liberal  institutions  of  the  most  com- 
plete and  perfect  kind.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  in 
attempting  next  session  to  introduce  measures  of 
this  sort,  if  they  are  likely  to  promote  the  ends 
I  have  named,  we  shall,  in  claiming  for  them 
general  support,  be  imfettered  by  those  anxieties 
which  press  upon  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  or 
by  the  influences  of  those  persons  who  nominally 
wield  the  powers  of  the  Crown,  but  are  really 
only  exercising  powers  under  authority  from  sub- 
jects. ThereK>re  we  shall  next  session  look  to 
this  House  of  Representatives  to  help  us  in  {get- 
ting those  advantages  which  it  will  be  our  effort 
to  obtain. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  am  sure  we  have 
all  heard  with  very  great  satisfaction  the  exceed- 
ingly high  aims  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  has  set  as  a  guide 
for  himself  during  the  recess.  But  our  satis- 
faction is  a  little  dimmed  when  we  remember 
that  these  high  aims  have  been  actuating  the 
honorable  gentleman  for  the  last  thirty  years. 
We  have  had  them  repeatedly  put  before  this 
House;  and,  when  we  compare  the  high  aims 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  says  are  his  sole 
motive  with  the  action  which  ho  has  already 
taken  and  the  proposals  he  has  submitted  to  the 
House  in  any  practical  form,  we  are  rather  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
better  fitted  to  broach  theories  than  to  propose 
practical  legislation  which  will  be  satisfactory 
and  beneficial  to  the  countiy.  I  am  not  going  to 
follow  the  honorable  gentleman,  although  I  differ 
from  him  veiy  materially  as  to  the  principles  and 
motives  which  are  guiding  the  great  parties  in  Eng- 
land. I  differ  from  him  entirely  in  thinking  that 
by  any  measures  he  is  going  to  introduce  into  this 
House  he  will  be  able  to  produce  two  well-de- 
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fined  parties  in  the  countrj.  There  are  no  great 
questions,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  at  present  waiting 
solution  that  can  possibly  diyide  the  country  into 
two  distinct  and  well-defined  parties.  When  I 
•ay  that,  I  mean  that  the  questions  are  not  ripe 
for  decision  by  the  House  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  possible  that  in  the  course  of  years  we  may 
arrive  at  a  time  when  we  shall  hare  to  fight  the 
battle  of  free-trade  and  protection.  No  doubt 
while  that  battle  lasts  it  will  divide  us  into  two 
distinct  parties ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  no  ques- 
tion upon  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
touched  will  have  the  effect  of  dividing  the 
country  into  two  distinct  parties.  Therefore  I 
can  only  hope  that  we  shall  continue  to  goyem 
the  country  much  as  we  have  done  during  the 
last  few  years,  making  the  best  of  parties  as  they 
are  tmtil  that  time  arrives  when  we  shall  bie 
divided  into  two  distinct  parlies.  But  I  do  not 
ffo  as  far  as  the  honorable  gentleman  in  think- 
uig  that  good  government  is  impossible  with  the 
materials  we  have  now  at  hand.  It  is  no  doubt 
much  more  difficult  and  unpleasant  to  govern  the 
country  in  this  way  than  if  we  were  divided  into 
two  parties ;  but  we  shall  make  a  great  mistake 
if  we  wait  in  the  hope  of  having  two  parties 
before  we  determine  to  put  the  government  of 
the  country  on  the  best  possible  footing.  Sir, 
I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  examining 
how  far  we  have  got  upon  the  great  march  upon 
which  we  have  set  out  under  the  leadership  of  the 
honorable  gentleman — a  march  which,  I  under- 
stand, is  to  lead  us  to  great  prosperity  and  absolute 
poUtical  purity.  It  is  well  that  sow,  having 
arrived  at  the  first  halting-place,  we  should  look 
back  and  see  how  much  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  already  acoomphshed  for  us.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  when  he  first  assumed  the  reins  of 
government,  told  us  that  one  of  the  great  objects 
which  he  desired  to  accomplish  immediately  was 
the  rectification  of  our  finance.  He  desired  not 
only  to  put  it  on  a  sound  footing  for  the  future, 
but  he  desired  to  put  an  end  to  the  *'  hand-to- 
mouth"  finance,  as  he  was  pleased  to  term  it, 
which  we  had  carried  out  previously,  and  he 
'desired  to  arrange  matters  so  that  ultimately  the 
country  should  have  sufficient  means  out  of  its 
consolidated  revenue  to  carry  on  its  public  works, 
and,  in  the  meantime,  so  that  the  outside  creditor, 
being  satisfied  with  our  policy,  would  be  willing 
to  lend  us  sufficient  money  to  enable  us  to  carry 
on  our  necessary  public  works.  I  will  ask  the 
House  to  consider  how  far  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  succeeded  in  this,  because,  to  my  mind, 
that  is  a  safe  test  to  apply  to  his  promises  for  the 
future.  Let  us  see  how  far  he  has  succeeded 
in  doing  what  he  said  he  would  do  when  he  first 
took  office.  Although  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  been  so  short  a  time  in  office,  he  did  not 
approach  this  subject  as  a  new  one.  He  told 
us  that  he  was  intimately  conversant  with  figures 
and  accounts,  and  with  the  finance  of  the  colonies, 
when  I  myself  was  either  in  my  cradle  or  in  my 
early  youth ;  and  in  support  of  this  it  will  lie 
remembered  that,  upon  one  occasion  last  year, 
the  honorable  gentleman  could  not  wait  for  me 
to  state  my  views  on  the  question  of  the  inddenoe 
of  taxation,  but  he  wat  00  ftill  of  the  fiAjeet 
Major  Atkinson 


that  he  would  spring  to  his  feet  and  explain 
bis  great  scheme — a  scheme  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa  was  willing  to  assist 
him  in  canyinff  out,  and  to  fall  down  and 
worship  him  for  having  devised.  He  told 
U9,  after  he  had  been  in  office  a  short  time, 
that  he  had  thoroughly  ascertained  the  posi- 
tion of  the  country,  and  that  he  had  devised  a 
satis&ctory  and  complete  scheme  of  tax&tioa, 
w*hich  would  give  security  to  the  money-lender, 
and  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  colony.  The 
only  thing  that  prevented  him  from  then  shed- 
ding forth  the  light  that  was  within  him  was,  be 
said,  that  I  had  indecently  and  inopportunely 
moved  a  vote  of  no  confidence  in  mm.  Thi^ 
alone  stood  in  the  way  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man submitting  his  great  scheme  to  the  country 
at  that  time.  Now,  some  two  weeks  have  elapeed 
since  then,  and  he  has  not  yet  given  us  any  Ijght 
on  the  subject.  And  what  have  we  got  instoid 
of  the  complete  scheme  which  was  then  ready  ? 
We  got  the  Financial  Statement  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer;  but  we  have  not  heard  one  word  about 
taxation.  That  Statement  is  all  we  have  got  from 
the  Government,  and,  if  it  is  correct,  it  must  Mast 
the  credit  of  this  colony,  and  rightly,  for  years  to 
come.  Although  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
and  the  Premier  know  the  Financial  Statement 
to  be  absolutely  inaccurate,  they  have  not  had 
the  moral  courage  to  get  up  and  admit  to  thk 
House  that  they  were  entirely  mistaken  in  tbe 
statement  they  had  made  upon  finimce.  I  say 
that  this  Financial  Statement  was  the  only  out- 
come of  all  the  promises  of  the  Govemraenl. 
I  may  admit  here  that  by  taking  the  Land  Fond, 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  has  done,  the  aocounts 
of  the  colony  wiU  be  considerably  simplified,  al- 
though they  will  not  be  simplified  to  the  extent 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  expected,  because 
there  will  still  be  the  necessity  of  keeping  an  ac- 
count with  the  counties.  It  will,  however,  enable 
the  Government  to  place  more  clearly  before  the 
pubUc  the  actual  position  of  the  colony,  hut,  at 
the  same  time,  not  more  dearly  than  I  did  by 
bringing  the  Land  Fund  into  the  summary  of 
revenue  and  expenditure  I  gave  in  my  Financial 
Statement.  In  my  Statement  I  put  on  the  credit 
side  the  whole  of  the  receipts,  and  on  the  debit 
side  the  whole  of  the  expenditure,  for  the  year. 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
taking  the  Land  Fund  during  the  current  rear 
was  to  strike  a  balance,  for  the  purpose  of  mMcing 
our  revenue  and  expenditure  equal  during  tbe 
current  financial  year.  Under  the  proposals  whicSi 
I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  this  Mouse  I  showed 
that,  by  taking  credit  for  the  surplus  balance 
which  we  had  m  hand  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  I  should  only  require  to  take  £1^,000  tram 
the  Land  Funds  of  Otaeo  and  Canterbury.  By 
this  means  I  obtained  a  fair  margin  of  £100,000 
— a  surplus  which  would  have  met  any  de&dencf 
which  might  have  occurred  on  the  Estimates  as 
submitted  to  this  House.  I  showed  that— nand  it 
has  never  been  disputed  by  any  honorable  gentU- 
man  opposite — our  proposals  were  sufficient  for 
the  ^ear.  That  tbe  calculations  were  reason- 
able IS  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  honorable 
gtotleman  has  accepted  them — €fr,  perhaps,  I 
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sboold  rather  Bay  that  this  curious  fact  occurred : 
that  the  figures  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  submitted  to  us  in  his  estimate  of  revenue 
and  expenditure  for  the  year  are  identical  with 
mine,  and  therefore  I  maj  take  my  figures  as 
being  sufficiently  accurate  as  showing  the  position 
in  which  we  sh^  be  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It 
would,  then,  appear  that  the  estimate  of  rerenue 
and  expenditure  as  proposed  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment  was  sufficient  for  the  year.  It  is  true  that 
I  only  showed  a  surplus  balance  of  £102,CX)0,  and 
that  the  amount  of  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
bad  to  be  deducted  from  that.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Supplementary  Estimates  which  I 
should  ha?e  submitted  to  this  House  would 
bave  amounted  to  £80,000;  so  that  the  actual 
balance  which  I  should  have  had  would  haye 
been  something  like  £20,000  wherewitb  to  meet 
any  deficiency  in  the  Land  Fund.  Looking  at 
•the  revenue  whicb  lias  already  been  collected, 
J  must  confess  that  I  think  that  was  a  sufficient 
margin.  It  is  impossible  for  anybody  to  say 
whether  there  would  hare  been  a  small  surplus  or 
a  small  deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  if  I  had 
to  make  up  tho«e  Estimates  again  I  do  not  think 
I  should  alter  them  materially.  Now,  Sir,  great 
fault  was  found  with  our  finance.  One  of  these 
faults  was  that,  instead  of  saying  that  we  began 
the  year  with  a  surplus  of  £148,000,  I  ought 
to  hare  said  that  there  was  no  surplus  at  all, 
because  £150,000  worth  of  Treasury  bills  had 
been  issued  in  aid  of  Land  Fund.  Honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  were 
very  distinct  in  their  statement  that,  before  taking 
credit  for  that  surplus,  I  ought  to  have  paid  off 
those  Treasury  bills  and  bc^n  the  year  with  a 
debit  balance  of  £2,000.  Great  objection  also 
was  raised  to  the  morality  of  taking  so  much 
money  from  the  Otago  and  Canterbury  Land 
Funds.  That,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  the  only 
specific  objection  raised  to  the  proposal  which 
I  submitted  for  balancing  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure. I  should  like  to  contrast  that  with 
the  proposals  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  who 
avowedly  turned  the  late  Government  out  of 
office  because  our  finance  was  unsatisfactory.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  he  proposed  to  produce 
an  equilibrium  by  fairer  means,  and  to  put  our 
system  of  finance  on  a  more  permanent  footing. 
Let  us  see  how  far  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
succeeded.  I  must  confess  that,  to  my  mind,  the 
position  which  our  finance  has  assumed  is  yery 
serious.  In  the  Statement  which  the  honor- 
.  able  gentleman  submitted  to  us — and,  although 
the  docimient  is  without  si^^ture,  without 
date,  and  without  a  heading  of  any  sort,  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  it  is  an  officud  document 
— the  figures  in  the  Estimates  of  the  ordi- 
nary revenue  are,  as  I  have  already  said, 
identical  with  mine.  I  find,  also,  that  the  esti- 
mate of  expenditure  is  identi(»l.  There  is 
certainly  an  alteration  in  my  estimate  of  the 
Land  Fund.  It  is  now  calculated  at  £900,000 
for  the  first  six  months  and  £550,000  for  the 
second  six  months,  my  estimate  being  £890,000 
for  the  year.  The  honorable  gentleman,  on  this 
Statement,  shows  that  he  will  haye  a  deficit  in 
.  June  next  of  £138,000.    The  honorable  gentle- 


man has  since  submitted  to  this  House  the  Sup- 
plementary  Estimates  of  amounts  chargeable 
against  the  Consolidated  Fund,  the  sum -total 
of  which  is  nearly  £125,000.  Therefore,  taking 
those  figures  as  correct,  there  is  an  absolute  de- 
ficit of  £262,000  shown,  which  has  to  be  provided 
for  by  next  June.  There  is  one  item  here  which 
I  haye  been  unable  to  trace,  and  I  will  consider 
that  it  is  here  in  error,  so  as  not  to  make  the  case 
against  the  Government  any  worse  than  it  ought 
to  be.  At  all  events  I  haye  deducted  it  from  the 
amount.  It  is  an  item  of  £15,000,  which  is  put 
upon  the  Additional  Supplementary  Estimates. 
I  cannot  trace  any  such  amount  in  any  way.  I 
presume  the  amount  had  been  spoken  of  before 
the  Estimates  had  been  completed,  but  I  do  not 
know  whether  that  is  so.  However,  not  to  make 
the  ease  worse  than  it  is,  I  have  deducted  that 
from  the  deficit.  Thus,  according  to  the  Govern- 
ment, we  shall  have  a  deficit  next  June  of 
£247,000.  I  see  no  provision  whatever  made  to 
meet  this  amount — none  of  any  sort  or  kind. 
There  is  no  imposition  of  an  income-tax,  no  im- 
position of  any  tax  whateyer,  although  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  a  perfect  scheme  of  taxation 
prepared,  which,  we  are  told,  would  give  abso- 
lute satisfaction  to  eycrybody.  These  honorable 
gentlemen,  who  have  undertaken  to  place  the 
finance  of  the  colony  on  a  satisfactory  and  sound 
footing,  come  down  and  show  us — the  honorable 
gentleman  himself  shows  it,  not  I,  because  I 
am  taking  his  figures — that  there  is  to  be  an 
absolute  deficit,  for  which  he  does  not  attempt 
to  make  any  provision  whateyer.  I  do  not  know 
— it  is  not  my  business,  of  course — but  I  do  not 
know  ^here  the  money  is  to  come  from.  The 
Public  Kevenues  Act,  to  which  I  will  refer  pre- 
sently, provides  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
may  issue  deficiency  bills  to  the  amount  of 
£400,000.  I  am  glad  he  acceded  to  my  request 
in  that  respect,  and  increased,  the  amount  from 
£300,000  to  £400,000,  because  that  will  help 
him  to  a  small  extent.  The  position  of  these 
deficiency  bills  is  this :  We  have  already  issued 
them  to  the  extent  of  £300,000,  and,  if  we  are  to 
believe  the  honorable  gentleman,  no  part  of  that 
amount  can  be  refunded  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund — that  is  to  say,  the  consolidated  reyenue 
cannot  pay  the  amount,  eyen  supposing  the  esti- 
mates of  revenue  which  he  has  accepted  be 
realized— and  he  proposed  to  borrow  £300,000  to 
repay  it,  but  after  some  discussion  withdrew  it. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  from  £300,000  to  £400,000 
is  necessary,  as  a  working  balance,  in  order  to  put 
us  in  a  position  to  pay  our  interest  when  it  is  dtue. 
That  bemg  so,  how  is  the  honorable  gentleman 
going  to  meet  this  deficit  of  £247,000?  If  he 
cannot  use  any  part  of  these  deficiency  bills  for  the 
purpose — and  it  is  quite  certain  that  he  cannot 
use  more  than  £100,000  of  them— where  is  he  to 
get  money  to  meet  the  rest  ?  He  has  made  no 
proyision  for  it  whatever — no  provision  in  any 
form  except  this  £100,000  additional  deficiency 
bills,  which  I  recommended  to  be  taken.  But 
that  amount  is  required  for  a  working  balance, 
supposing  even  that  the  revenue  and  the  expen- 
diture were  equaL  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  really  considered  thia 
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matter.  It  maj  be  that  he  can  reduce  his  ex- 
penditure below  the  Bstimatee  to  the  extent  of 
£100,000 ;  but  still  there  is  a  Urge  deficit,  which, 
if  the  revenue  falls  off,  there  is  no  provision 
whaterer  for  meeting.  Then  what  can  he  doP 
There  are  two  courses  open  to  him — either  to 
stop  payment,  or  to  call  us  together  next  year 
much  earlier  than  usual.  For  a  GoTemment 
which  promised  to  put  our  finances  upon  a  sound 
and  satisGetctory  footing,  I  must  say  that  this  is 
rather  a  poor  beginning.     Then,  the  honorable 

fentleman,  when  he  introduced  a  Bill  called  the 
^ublic  Rerenues  BiU,  said  it  had  been  carefully 
considered,  and  that  it  was  an  infinitely  better 
Bill  than  the  one  which  the  prerious  QoTemment 
had  proposed.  But  I  venture  to  say  there  could 
be  no  improvement  upon  the  Bill  which  we  intro- 
duced, except  as  regards  a  few  clauses  relating  to 
the  alterations  in  the  accounts  which  had  l^n 
rendered  necessary  by  the  generalization  of  the 
Land  Fund.  A  great  deal  of  time  was  spent 
over  the  Bill  we  introduced,  and  there  were  more 
competent  persons  than  myself  who  worked  at  it ; 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would 
have  been  far  more  efilective  than  this  one,  had 
the  present  GK>vemment  seen  their  way  to  go 
on  with  it.  But  they  did  not.  They  intro- 
duced a  Bill  which  was  supposed  to  simplify  and 
explain  everything,  which  had  been  thoroughly 
considered,  and  which  was  exactly  suited  to  the 
finance  they  were  about  to  introduce.  I  took 
upon  myself  at  the  time  of  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill  to  point  out  a  few  radical  defects.  There 
is  no  doubt,  had  the  Bill  become  law  as  intro- 
duced, that,  immediately  upon  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  all  issues  from  the  Consolidated  Fund 
mast  have  ceased,  and  further  issues  could  not 
have  taken  place  until  the  1st  January,  and  not 
then  unless  arrangements  had  been  made  to  ob- 
tain advances  to  the  extent  of  £800,000  upon 
deficiencv  bills.  Nor  is  this  all,  for  on  that 
day  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  would  have  had  an  absolute  right 
to  expend,  without  appropriation,  a  sum  of 
£300,000,  instead  of  £100,000,  as  unauthorized 
expenditure.  That  I  am  risht  in  this  state- 
ment is  borne  out  by  the  tact  that,  although 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  receive  my 
remarks  at  the  time  in  the  friendlv  spirit  in 
which  they  were  given,  he  subsequently  amended 
the  Act  in  every  particular  as  I  had  recommended. 
I  simply  point  this  out  to  show  the  almost  hope- 
less state  of  confusion  of  mind  in  which  those 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches 
are  in  regard  to  finance.  I  should  not  have  said 
that,  except  that  they  claimed  such  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  our  finance,  and  had  been  so  very 
clear  as  to  the  many  faults  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  committed.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
is  too  late,  or  whether  the  honorable  gentlemen 
are  satisfied  that  the  revenue  received  will  be 
an  increase  upon  the  revenue  estimated ;  but  I 
should  like  simply  to  ask  the  honorable  gentlemen, 
before  the  Appropriation  Bills  are  finally  passed, 
to  consider  whether  they  have  a  sufficient  margin 
to  allow  them  to  meet  the  whole  of  the  liabilities 
of  the  colony  during  the  current  year.  The 
responsibility  is  of  course  off  me  entirely,  and  off 
Ma^or  Atkinson 


this  side  of  the  Hboie,  when  I  hare  callad  attoa* 
tion  to  these  fttots.  There  is  one  other  matter, 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  Gh>vemment,  which  I 
should  like  to  bring  under  vour  notice,  % :  that 
is,  the  question  of  provincial  liabilities.  It  is  wdl 
known  that  there  have  been  a  great  many  dispntea 
between  myself  and  the  Government  as  to  the 
accuracy  of^the  statement  that  £200,000  more 
was  required  to  meet  provincial  liabilities  than  I 
had  made  any  provision  for,  and  greatly  were  we 
surprised  to  find,  in  one  of  the  tables  attached  to 
the  Financial  Statement,  that  the  whole  of  these 
liabilities— £660,000— were  charged  against  the 
ordimury  revenue  of  the  colony,  and  were  treated 
as  liabilities  which  ought  to  be  provided  for  out 
of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  present  year, 
by  this  means  making  it  appear  that  our  eorrent 
expenditure  was  some  £2,000  a  day  more  tiuui 
our  income.  And  now  we  have  the  extraordinary 
spectacle  of  the  Gt>vemment  not  only  not  (nnopoe- 
ing  to  cham  these  liabilities  against  revenue,  but 
providing  iox  them,  aa  we  proposed,  out  of  loan, 
and  actually  asking  for  less  money  to  meet  them 
than  I  thought  necessary,  and  this  notwithstand- 
ing the  &ct  that  the  Premier  says  they  amount  to 
£^X),000  more  than  my  estimate.  They  insisted 
that  £660,000  was  required,  but  they  only  asked 
for  £327,000.  I  want  to  know  how  Uiey  can 
reconcile  such  inconsistency.  It  was  said  tiiat 
our  Statements  were  incorrect,  yet  last  night  the 
Biinister  of  Justice  told  us  that  many  of  the  votes 
on  the  Supplementaij  Estimates  ought  not  to 
have  been  proposed,  that  they  did  not  meui  to 
expend  such  an  amount,  and  they  would  only 
ask  for  £327,000  instead  of  £660,000.  With 
regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  general  policy  of 
the  Government,  I  would  merely  point  out  that 
all  the  chief  measures  of  the  late  Gk>vemment 
have  been  taken  up,  and  have  been  carried  through 
without  material  alteration.  The  Inscription  of 
Stock  Bill,  which  the  Premier  described  as  the 
most  impudent  proposal  that  ever  was  made  to 
deceive  rarliament,  he  subsequently  introduced 
and  si)oke  of  as  a  rery  desirable  measure ;  yeti 
when  in  Committee  it  was  proposed  to  strike  oat 
the  operative  clause  of  the  Bill,  he  was  found 
voting  against  the  Bill  he  had  himself  introduoed. 
I  merely  point  out  these  facts  to  show  that  the 
Gt>vemment  are  absolutely  without  a  definite  or 
clear  policy  with  regard  to  the  finances  of  the 
colony.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  Education 
Bill :  it  is  well  known  what  were  the  honorable 
gentleman's  opinions  upon  that  subject,  yet  the 
Bill  has  become  law  without  any  material  altera- 
tion; and  the  Land  Bill  has  also  passed;  so 
that  the  one  alteration  made  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  the  proposals  of  the  late  Gh>vem- 
ment  was  in  regard  to  finance,  and  in  that 
respect  I  have  shown,  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's own  figures,  that  there  will  be  a  deSeit  on 
the  30th  June  next  of  £247,000.  So  that  tiie 
only  alteration  which  tlie  honorable  gentleman 
has  made — having  come  into  office  with  a  view  of 
placing  our  finances  upon  a  thoroughly  sound 
footing— the  only  alteration  made,  I  say,  is  to  have 
an  absolute  deficit,  for  which  he  makes  no  pro- 
vision whatever,  of  £246,000  at  Uie  end  of  next 
Juno.    And|  then,  with  regard  to  next  year.    I 
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ooold  haTe  understood  the  honorable  gentleman 
if  he  had  said,  **  Well,  it  is  true  I  must  have  a 
deficit  this  year — it  would  be  unfair  to  seize  the 
Land  Fund  too  suddenly ;"  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  he  might  very  fairly  have  charged  the  ex- 
penses of  the  year  against  the  Land  Fund  in 
the  proportion  in  vrhich  it  was  raised  if  he  is 
going  to  take  the  Land  Fund  over  in  this  way, 
although  I  should  say  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  bound  to  make  an  equilibrium  between 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  this  year.     That 
teems  to  me  to  be  the  fundamental  point  in 
starting :  at  any  rate,  that  is  what  I  set  before 
myself.    But,  leaving  this  year,  let  us  look  at  the 
next.    As  the  honorable  gentleman  has  referred 
to  thai,  let  us  see  whether  he  has  really  grasped 
the  question  which  he  shadowed  forth  this  aOer- 
noon.    He  says  he  is  going  to  impose  this  system 
of  taxation  which  he  has  invented— I  use  the 
term    "inrented,"    for    certainly    no    financier 
throughout  the  world  has  yet  arrived  at  such  a 
system  as  the  honorable  gentleman  has  shadowed 
forth,  a  system  which  will  provide  a  large  reve- 
nue and  give  satisfaction  to  all  parties  by  rea- 
son   of  its  absolute    fairness.      The    honorable 
gentleman  says  he  is  going  to  put  on  an  income 
and  property  tax,  and  he  is  going,  in  some  form, 
to  equalize  the  taxation.    He  did  not  use  these 
exact  words ;  but  that  is  the  effect  of  what  he 
said.      I   do  not  know  whether  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  thought  the  matter  out,  but  I 
should  imagine  from  his  statement  that  he  has 
not.     I  can  hardly  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, looking  forward  to  the  known  increased 
liabilities  we  shall  have  to  meet  next  year,  could 
have  talked  of  putting  such  a  tax  upon  property 
as  to  be  able  to  abandon  any  revenues  now  raised 
by  the  Customs.    I  am  obUged  to  judge  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  by  his  past  action.    His  idea 
of  remoTing  the  burdens — as  he  is  pleased  to  term 
it — from  those  upon  whom  they  are  ui\justly 
imposed,  is  to  repeal  the  dut^  on  tea  and  sugar. 
I  haTe  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  that  is 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  intends  to  pro- 
pose, he  must  of  necessity  be  burdened  by  a  still 
larger  deficit  next  year  than  he  has  this  year, 
becaase  it  is  quite  certain  that  by  no  process, 
excepting  absolute  confiscation — which,  of  course, 
would  be  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden 
eggs  —  can   the    honorable    gentleman    possibly 
hope  to  obtain  half  a  million  of  money  by  a 
property  and  income  tax.    A  shilling  rate  upon 
the  whole  property  throughout   the  colony  at 
the  present  valuation,  as  ^ven  by  Road  Boards 
and  Municipalities,  only  yields  £180,000  a  year  i 
and  yet  the  honorable  gentleman,  if  he  abandons 
the  auty  on  tea  and  sugar,  will  have  to  proyide 
a  sum  of,  say,  £150,000  to  £200,000  in  addi- 
tion to  the  deficit  he  has  this  year  of  £246,000 
— that  is,  £460,000,  in  round  numbers.    But, 
if  he  proposes  to  borrow  two  and  a  half  millions 
— and  there  is  no  doubt  he  will  borrow  it  if  he 
ie  able  to  get  it,  at  whatever  price  he  can,  for 
the  Financial  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer shows  that  he  must  get  it — he  will  next  year 
have  to  provide  for  a  charge  of  £125,000  more, 
making  £575,000,  besides  additional  charges  for 
•duoatiou  and  other  matters.    Where  the  honor* 
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able  gentleman  is  going  to  get  the  money  from 
I  really  do  not  know.  Will  the  Land  Fund  help 
him  ?  No.  It  cannot  possibly  help  him,  as  far  as 
I  can  see,  unless  he  is  going  to  sacrifice  the  land, 
and  that  is  against  all  his  instincts.  He  desires 
to  see  the  land  reserved  for  settlement  and  occu- 
pation by  the  people ;  therefore  I  cannot  suppose 
that  he  will  sell  the  land  merely  to  provide  reve- 
nue. There  are  the  permanent  charges  on  the 
land,  which  must  be  met,  and  which  amount  now 
to  £643^000,  and  cannot  be  materially  reduced. 
If  there  are  very  large  purchases  this  year,  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  expects,  to  tlie  extent  of 
something  like  £1,500,000,  he  cannot  possibly 
hope  to  get  more  than  £900,000  next  year ;  and  if 
he  only  gets  £900,000  he  will  not  have  anything 
to  aid  the  consolidated  reyenue.  He  may  have  a 
little.  To  be  exact,  he  will  get  about  £25,000, 
because  he  will  haye  to  provide  for  the  permanent 
charges,  £643,000,  and  he  will  have  to  provide 
the  20  per  cent,  which  he  is  going  to  divide 
locally,  and  this  without  taking  into  account  the 
main  roads,  which  he  has  told  us  he  is  very  mueh 
inclined  to  take  oyer,  or  the  expense  of  which,  he 
says,  ought  to  be  met  out  of  the  Land  Fund,  or 
local  works,  on  which  he  has  asked  this  House, 
or  has  assisted  in  getting  honorable  mem- 
bers to  ask  the  House,  to  give  liim  authority  to 
spend  a  large  part  of  the  land  revenue,  or  to  set 
aside  land,  which  is  identical.  I  ask.  What  is  the 
prospect  for  next  year?  I  wish  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  turn  his  great  ability  to  carrying 
out  the  practical  part  of  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. I  wish,  instead  of  giving  us  those  very 
pleasant  disquisitions  upon  things  in  general,  and 
those  allusions  to  the  human  race,  and  to  what 
posterity  will  think  of  us,  he  would  give  us  some 
figures  which  would  indicate  how  he  intends  to 
meet  our  requirements  for  the  next  year.  He 
has  already  told  us  how  he  will  do  it  this 
year,  but  he  has  created  a  deficit  of  £250,000, 
without  making  the  slightest  provision  to  meet 
it.  There  must  be  an  increase  in  our  ex- 
penditure next  year  upon  those  items  I  have 
referred  to,  and  the  receipts,  which  we  haye 
counted  as  revenue  in  all  our  calculations,  must, 
if  those  calculations  are  correct,  be  short  by 
£150,000,  because  we  have  included  in  this 
amount  the  balance  with  which  we  began  the 
year.  That  reminds  me  of  one  point  which  I 
find  I  have  left  untouched.  Several  honorable 
gentlemen  were  yery  severe  upon  the  late  Govern- 
ment for  haying  referred  to  the  surplus  with 
which  we  began  the  year,  and  declared  that  we 
should  have  made  provision  for  taking  up  the 
Treasury  bills  issued  in  aid  of  Land  Fund.  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  this  Government, 
who  are  going  to  do  everything  in  proper  form, 
haye  themselyes  accepted  tluit  balance.  The 
Colonial  Treuurer,  in  his  Financial  Statement, 
accepted  the  balance  as  a  surplus  baUmce,  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  bead  of  the  GK>vem- 
ment  has  made  no  proposal  to  take  up  the 
Treasury  bills  which  were  raised  last  year  upon 
the  Land  Fund.  I  am  sorry  to  have  troubled  the 
House  at  such  length  :  I  did  not  intend  to  do  so, 
but  the  subject  is  one  upon  which  I  feel  very 
strongly.    I  feel  that  we  are  leaving  thisgt  in  * 
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reij  nmadsfaotory  state.  I  feel  that  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  those  benches  hare  not  reiJiied 
the  position  of  the  oountrj,  and  I  do  hope  jet 
that  thej  will  consider  whether  it  is  not  wise  and 
prudent  of  men  who  hare  sach  a  great  respon- 
sibility cast  upon  them  to  make  some  proTision  to 
meet  the  deficit  which,  according  to  Uieir  own 
showing,  must  take  place,  and  which  must  be 
enormouslj  increased  if  we  are  so  unfortunate 
as  to  have  a  bad  harrest,  and,  therefore,  a  dimi- 
nished rerenue.  This  is  a  question  doselj  allied 
with  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  colony. 

Sir  a.  GBEY.— Out  of  respect,  I  feel  that  I 
ought  to  make  some  replj  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. I  will  endearour  to  follow  his  reasoning 
and  his  arguments  as  fieur  as  I  can,  and  to  supi^j 
answers  to  them.  The  honorable  gentleman  was 
Tar^  serere  upon  me,  and  stated  Uial  mj  future 
action  might  be  judged  of  b^  what  I  have  done  in 
the  past.  He  stat^  poeitiyelj  that  for  thirty 
years  I  had  advocated  nigh  aims,  but  that  up  to 
the  present  time  I  had  done  nothiitf,  and  that 
there  was  no  hope  that  I  ever  would  do  anything. 
To  that  I  reply  that  I  built  up  a  Constitution 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends 
hare  destroyed  without  putting  anything  in  place 
of  it.  I  endeayoured  to  obtain  for  the  pec^e  of 
this  country  liberties  to  which  they  were  entitled ; 
and  they  were  in  possession  of  those  liberties  until 
the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends  took 
them  away.  I  obtained  for  the  people  a  Consti- 
tution admittedly  the  freest  eiyoyed  by  any 
people  in  the  world ;  and  no  one  can  deny  t^t 
the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  frienos  de- 
stroyed it,  and  endeavoured  to  place  aU  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  wealthy  dasses  who  kept  him  in 
power.  He  knows  that  that  accusation  of  his 
was  a  mere  piece  of  elocution,  such  aa  is  uttered 
by  boys  whem  they  declaim  at  meetinss  of  boys 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  pass  fanciful  resolu- 
tions. The  whole  country  knows  that  I  did  act, 
did  create,  and  that  the  honorable  gentleman  de- 
stroyed. Who  began  the  Rnat  reclMmtion  in  this 
oi^,  which  is  now  beinff  finished  P  Who  opened 
up  the  C[reat  roads  which  provided  a  means  ot  com- 
munication between  this  dty  and  the  interior  of 
the  country  F  Who  threw  open  the  whole  of  the 
West  Coast,  the  Wairarapa,  and  the  countiybe- 
^ond  the  City  of  Wellington  F  WasitIP  Who 
induced  the  Native  population  to  turn  to  road- 
making,  and  to  make  those  ereat  roads  which 
they  have  made  P  Was  it  I P  And  yet  in  this 
very  place,  where  these  very  things  have  been 
done,  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  hesitate  to 
make  the  statements  to  which  we  have  listened, 
I  i^peal  to  those  around  me  to  say  whether  those 
atatements  are  true  or  not.  I  say  they  are  not ; 
and  everybody  else  knows  it.  It  is  said  that  I 
promised  that  a  satisfactory  finance  should  be 
introduced,  and  that  that  promise  has  not  been 
performed.  What  opportunity  had  I  to  perform 
it  P  How  many  weeks  did  that  honorable  oentle- 
man  follow  me  with  an  oppNOsition  of  Uie  fiercest 
kindP  How  bng  has  his  want-of-confidence 
motion  been  threatened  P  How  long  has  that 
threat  been  suspended  over  my  headP  It  has 
been  hanging  over  our  heads  lor  weeJis.  Ontaide 
the  walls  of  this  Hoase— I  do  not  speak  of  the 
Mt^'or  Atkinton 


people  of  this  oonntiy— he  knows  thai  I  had  not 
afforded  to  me  that  assistance  to  which  I  was 
entitled  in  canying  out  the  measures  which 
would  enable  me  to  at  once  fulfil  my  promise. 

Miyor  ATEIK80N.~I  know  of  no  such  thing. 

Sir  a.  GBET.— The  honorable  gentleman  must 
have  read  it  in  the  public  prints,  and  yet  he  san 
"No."  It  is  well  known  to  all  that  my  hands 
have  been  fettered  and  bound ;  but  I  know  that 
they  vrill  not  be  bound  much  lon^r — that  ulti- 
mately somebody  will  arise  who  will  help  me  to 
carry  out  those  thincs  which  I  have  commenced, 
and  to  aid  the  peome  in  getting  that  advantage 
which  they  so  much  desire  to  have.  We  have 
been  reproached  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
with  having  taken  up  his  Estimates  and  with 
carrying  out  his  financial  scheme.  I  have  already 
pointed  out  to  the  House  the  uttw  absurdity  <b 
such  an  argument.  I  showed  that  what  an 
termed  Estimates  are  essentially  the  work  of  the 
heads  of  public  departments.  I  showed  that  we 
were  compelled  to  take  up  his  proposed  expendi- 
ture— that  at  such  a  late  period  oi  the  sMsion  it 
was  impossible  to  avoid  it.  I  call  it  **  his  "  pro- 
posed expenditure — but  it  iM  expenditure  whidi 
goes  on  from  year  to  year.  I  mvite  honorable 
gentlemen  to  look  at  the  Estimatea,  and  note 
that  there  are  two  parallel  columns,  and  that 
each  year  there  is  some  slight  addition  made  in 
one  column.  There  are  no  new  Estimates  made 
year  after  year.  With  the  exception  oi  some 
trifling  difference,  the  Estimates  remain  almost 
precisely  as  they  were  from  year  to  year.  The 
nonorable  gentleman  knows  as  well  as  1  do  that  it 
was  impossible  to  make  reductions  in  the  Esti- 
mates. The  honorable  gentleman  said  we  had  not 
obtained  sufficient  means  for  the  future.  He 
prevented  me  from  obtaining  what  means  I  re- 
quired. Then,  with  regard  to  the  provincial  lia- 
bilities, he  said  they  were  verr  large,  and  that  we 
only  asked  for  £200,000.  I  sav,  the  honorable 
gentleman  knew  that  I  asked  for  £500,000.  I 
asked  for  it  in  this  House.  I  read  it  over  and 
over  again  in  the  Bill  in  which  the  sum  waa  in- 
serted, and  the  honorable  gentleman  did  hia  ut* 
most  to  prevent  me  from  obtaining  that  amoont 
I  believe  he  did  so  for  the  express  pnrpoee  at 
using  it  as  an  argument  afterwards,  that  we  took 
£800,000  although  we  had  said  that  so  much 
more  was  requiiid.  Why  did  I  take  it,  Sirf 
Because  I  could  not  get  more — although  I  was 
well  aware  that,  if  it  is  not  sufficient,  a  forther 
sum  will  have  ultimately  to  be  voted  for  the  pw- 
pose.  The  honorable  gentleman  knows  that  the 
provincial  liabilities  make  up  nearly  a  million. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  know  no  aneh 
thing  at  all. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— The  honorable  gentleman  was 
on  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  when  these 
facts  came  out 

Migor  ATKINSON.— The  foot  came  oat  that 
they  amounted  to  £181,000  after  dedacting  the 
assets. 

Sir  a.  GBEY.— No  more  deceptive  ataftement 
could  be  made  to  the  House  than  that.  It  ia  not 
a  thing  to  be  foreseen :  it  is  a  fact  that  ia  past ;  it 
is  not  prophetic.  I  have  no  right  to  si^  that  the 
statement  is  wilfolly  deceptiye,  bat  it  is  a  daos^ 
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tire  Btatement  to  taj  that  the  proyincial  liabilities 
only  amount  to  £181,000.  There  are  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Publio  Accounts  Committee  who 
can  state  whether  that  is  the  case  or  not.  I 
itally  am  unable  to  follow  all  the  honorable 
gentleman's  statements  in  detail.  I  see  from  my 
notes  that  the  statements  are  a  refutation  of  what 
he  has  said  orer  and  over  again  this  session.  He 
has  said  repeatedly  to  us»  **You  will  not  hare 
sufficient  funds ;  I  warn  you."  It  would  hare 
suited  the  honorable  gentleman  if  we  had  asked 
for  more.  If  we  had  fallen  into  that  trap,  he 
would  at  once  hare  pounced  upon  us.  The  mo- 
ment we  asked  for  more  he  would  haTe  attained 
exsctly  what  he  desired.  It  suggests  a  watch- 
dog with  a  bone  at  his  feet,  and,  immediately  a 
boy  attempts  to  take  it  away,  the  dog  springs 
upon  him.  That  is  exactly  the  case  here  ?  If  I 
had  applied  to  the  House  for  more,  the  watch- 
dog would  have  sprung  up  and  seized  me,  and 
tried  to  make  an  example  of  me  before  eyery 
one ;  but  I  am  not  to  be  taken  in  in  that  way.  I 
am  too  cautious  to  approach  within  the  length  of 
the  honorable  ffentleman*s  chain  and  gire  him  the 
opportunity  oi  seizing  upon  me,  for  which  he  so 
much  longs.  He  knew  perfectly  well  that  we  were 
right  in  what  we  were  doing  in  regard  to  our  Sup- 
plementary Estimates.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  set  up  an  imaginary  system  of  finance.  He 
said,  '*My  Estimates  are  so-and-so,  and  they 
amount  only  to  £80,000."  The  honorable  gentle- 
man well  knew  that  he  left  in  the  office  behind 
him  Supplementary  Estimates  to  a  much  larger 
amount  than  that,  which  had  not  been  brought 
before  the  House,  and  which  we  were  compeUed 
to  take  up. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  nothing  of  the 
tort. 

Sir  Qt.  GRET.— We  could  not  help  ourselyes. 
lliere  are  plenty  of  witnesses  besides  myself  as 
to  the  accuracy  of  that  statement.  We  did  not 
know  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  keeping 
theae  imaginary  accounts,  and  carrying  on  an 
imaginary  correspondence,  as  I  said  the  other 
night — keeping  two  sets  of  accounts,  which  were 
•0  oonf  used  tlutt  it  was  impossible  to  understand 
them.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  talked  of 
our  ignorance  of  finance,  and  said  we  had  not 
mastered  the  true  finances  of  the  country.  Well, 
1  defy  any  man  to  master  them  thoroi:^hly  at  the 
pfesant  time.  When  Uie  historian  of  New  Zea- 
knd  doea  his  work,  there  will  appear  in  it  some 
such  paragraph  as  this :  "  At  the  time  when  the 
enemies  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  destroyed 
the  ConatitQtion  of  New  Zealand,  they  embar- 
rassed ito  finances,  and  thenceforward  a  long  night 
of  financial  darkness  spread  oyer  the  country." 
I  am  certain  that  a  paragraph  of  that  nature 
in  the  hiatory  of  New  Zodand  will  accurately 
describe  the  state  of  financial  darkness  which  we 
found  to  exist,  and  through  which  we  are  en- 
deayourinff  to  grope  oar  way.  It  would  be  a 
diiBcuIt  thing  to  say  that  we  were  perfecUy 
maatert  of  the  finances  of  the  colony.  We 
neyer  aaid  that.  In  fact,  we  always  said  that  we 
eould  not  understand  the  finances ;  and  I  do  not 
mtcmd  now  to  haye  Uiorou^y  mastered  them. 
1  MieT«  th«ro  it  no  m$A  who  is  at  all  ao* 


quainted  with  them  but  Would  say  that  it  would 
take  sereral  months  yet  to  clear  them  up.  I 
know  that  honorable  members  who  are  on  the 
Publio  Accounts  Committee  haye  told  me  that 
they  could  make  nothing  out  of  them  —  that 
the  provincial  liabilities  were  absolutely  unin- 
telligible, and  that  the  amount  could  not  be 
made  out.  There  was  every  opportunity  giyen 
to  that  Committee  for  inyestigating  the  accounts, 
and  they  have  come  to  exactly  the  same  con- 
clusion as  I  came  to  myself.  I  say,  further, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  not  justified 
in  stating  that  enormous  deficiencies  stare  us  in 
the  face,  because  we  are  not  bound  to  carry  out 
a^reat  part  of  the  expenditure  which  appears  on 
the  Estimates.  It  was  distinctly  understood  that 
a  discretion  was  to  be  placed  in  our  hands — that 
if  the  Estimates  were  voted  we  were  not  to  exceed 
them,  but  to  try  and  make  every  reduction  in 
them  which  we  found  to  be  practicable.  I  be- 
lieve we  shell  be  able  very  greatly  to  reduce  the 
apparent  deficiency  which  stares  us  in  the  lace.  I 
cannot  say  that  we  have  only  £100,000  to  meet 
deficiency  bills,  because,  as  I  am  advised — and  I 
believe  I  am  wdl  advised — we  are  not  compelled  to^ 
immediately  repay  the  sum  of  £800,000  to  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  so  constantly  alluded. 
The  honorable  gentleman  went  on  to  recount  all 
our  faults.  He  was  continually  confessing  that 
the  Government  of  which  I  am  a  member  had 
committed  such  and  such  faults;  he  confessed 
that  we  did  not  do  right,  that  we  deceived  the 
publio  as  to  the  state  of  finance,  and  that  we 
were  not  going  upon  a  sound  footing.  We  did 
not  ask  him  to  make  any  confessions  for  us. 
Why  did  not  he  confess  his  own  faults?  His 
conduct  is  like  that  of  the  little  girl  who  was 
asked  to  confess  her  faults,  but  who  confessed 
to  the  faults  of  all  the  other  girls  in  the  place, 
and  did  not  say  a  single  wOrd  about  her  own. 
I  deny  that  his  confessions  on  our  behalf  were 
accurate.  I  say  that  we  have  done  our  best 
to  put  the  finances  of  the  country  upon  as 
sound  a  footing  as  we  could  during  the  short 
time  we  have  been  in  office.  Can  any  reason- 
able man  say  that  we  could  do  more,  lookine 
at  all  the  difficulties  we  had  to  struggle  with 
in  Parliament  when  we  first  took  office,  looking 
at  the  state  of  parties  here,  looking  at  the  state 
of  the  finances  of  the  country  on  our  coming  into 
office,  with  every  source  of  borrowing  money  ex- 
hausted—absolutely gone  ?  Out  of  the  £100,000 
of  unauthorized  expenditure,  £97,000  was  ex- 
pended when  we  toox  office.  The  whole  of  the 
£300,000  allowed  to  be  borrowed  from  the  Public 
Works  Account  was  gone.  Everything  that  the 
weakest  men  could  lay  hold  of  to  saye  them- 
selves from  difficulty,  was  laid  hold  of  by  our  pre- 
decessors, and  there  was  nothing  left  for  those 
who  took  their  pUce.  ^at  was  the  position  we 
were  in ;  and,  struggling  asainst  such  difficulties, 
we  have  done  our  t>est.  If  we  have  failed  in 
doing  all  we  ought  to  have  done,  I  regret  it 
much ;  but  I  can  only  say  that  we  have  really 
done  the  very  utmost  tnat  we  could.  There  is  one 
further  thing  I  wish  to  remark  upon.  Hie  honor- 
able gentleman  tries  to  make  out  that  the  Est!- 
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of  them  to  those  able  public  perrantB  from  whom 
thfj  emanated,  and  whose  Est  ironies  they  truly 
were.  Not  only  does  be  do  that,  but  he  fays 
we  hare  robbed  him  of  them.  I  say  we  have 
robbed  nobody.  If  we  had  taken  his  Estimates 
without  acknowUdging,  as  we  did  more  than 
once,  that  we  had  been  compelled  to  adopt 
them,  we  might  have  been  charged  with  having 
robbed  him  of  that  which  was  his  property. 
But  we  robbed  no  one.  As  tlje  people  of  this 
country  are  required  to  pay  revenue  to  the  State, 
and  as  the  GoTernment  takes  that  revenue  without 
being  accused  of  robbery,  io  the  public  servants 
are  obliged  to  afford  us  the  revenue  of  their  know- 
ledge— the  revenue  of  that  knowledge  of  public 
subjects  which  they  acquire  in  their  offices— and 
we,  as  a  Government,  in  taking  that  knowledge  do 
not  rob  them.  If  they  gave  that  assistance  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  they  gave  him  no  property 
that  became  his  own.  They  gave  him  informa- 
tion to  be  used  for  the  public  service.  Yet  he 
ventures 'to  stand  up  here  and  say,  "You  have 
adopted  my  Estimates !  *'  He  went  further  and 
said  wo  had  adopted  his  measures — *'my  mea- 
sures!"— and  he  pointed  to  the  Education  Bill 
as  an  example.  Sir,  the  Education  Bill  in  its 
present  form  is  not  the  measure  he  sent  to  the 
House.  That  was  a  measure  by  which  freedom 
was  not  given  to  all  religious  bodies  to  have  their 
youth  educat^ed  as  they  thought  proper.  It  was  a 
measure  which  required  the  whole  population  to 
pay  for  the  education  of  only  a  part  of  it.  It  was 
a  measure  that  required  the  people  at  large  to  pay 
for  the  secondary  education  of  the  richer  portion 
of  the  community.  It  was  a  measure  which  limited 
scholarships,  and  which  was  entirely  unfair  to 
the  people  of  New  Zealand.  But  we  made  that 
measure  fair  to  the  people;  we  made  it  suitable  to 
all  denominations;  and  we  did  so  in  spite  of  him. 
Instead  of  making  education  compulsory,  we 
made  it  free.  Wo  look  care  that  all  alike  should 
■hare  the  benefits  for  which  all  alike  paid.  We 
completely  altered  his  measure.  His  measure 
consulted  only  of  the  ordinary  clauses  in  any 
Education  Bill,  except  one  or  two  deformities. 
We  freed  it  from  those  deformities ;  we  made  it 
fit  for  the  country,  and  suitable  to  the  inhabitants 
for  years  to  come.  That  was  our  act,  not  his.  I 
say  that  his  measures  would  never  have  been  a 
success  if  they  had  not  been  adopted  and  altered 
by  uf.  It  is  true  the  Consolidated  Stock  Bill 
was  carried  through  as  it  was  introduced.  I 
carried  it  through  in  compliance  with  the  feelings 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  but  with  this  pre- 
caution taken,  that  it  was  not  necessarily  to  comp 
into  operation  at  once.  I  felt,  and  still  feel,  that 
in  many  respects  it  would  be  an  unwise  measure 
to  force  on  at  the  present  time.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection that  I  coupled  with  the  measure  those 
commendatory  observations  which  the  honorable 
gentlenuin  put  into  my  mouth.  I  was  very  care- 
ful not  to  do  S0|  for  I  wished  to  refrain  from 
making  any  remarks  of  that  sort  upon  a  measure 
of  which  I  did  not  approve.  As  a  Minister  in 
this  House,  and  in  adherence  to  the  wishes  of 
colleagues  and  the  wishes  of  my  party,  to  whose 
opinion  I  owe  much,  I  was  bound  to  sacrifice,  in 
part,  the  views  which  I  entertain  myself.  It  is  a 
Sir  Q,  Qrey 


necessity  which  always  presses  upon  a  Minister, 
and  from  which  he  cannot  free  himself.  In  liii 
desire  to  do  great  gocd  in  one  respect,  he  cannot 
but  suppoit  the  views  in  other  respects  of  those 
friends  upon  whom  he  depends  to  enable  him  to 
carry  out  the  great  objects  he  has  at  heart.  He 
must  not  make  sacrifices  upon  great  principles, 
but,  whilst  he  unhesitatingly  maintains  liis  convic- 
tions on  those  subjects,  he  is  bound  to  make  such 
sacrifices  on  minor  questions  as  will  enable  bis  sup- 
porters to  follow  him  in  carrying  out  that  which  he- 
considers  most  beneficial  for  the  country  :  in  order 
to  constrain  all  to  follow  him  who  will  cheerfully 
make  concessions  in  order  to  carry  out  his  views 
and  support  him  in  his  general  policy,  he  most 
make  sacrifices  on  minor  points.  Tliat  was  tlie 
feeling  which  actuated  me  in  reference  to  carry- 
ing through  the  Consolidated  Stock  Bill.  The 
honorable  gentleman  then  went  into  the  question 
of  the  finances  for  next  year.'  I  say  that  the 
finances  for  next  year  rest  upon  the  people  of 
New  Zealand.  If  they  determine  to  assist  ma 
in  the  policy  which  my  colleagues  and  myself  are 
resolved  to  carry  out  with  regard  to  the  future 
taxation  of  this  country,  we  can  then  make  a 
statement  regarding  future  finance.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  was  pleased  to  say  upon  that 
subject  tliat  the  policy  I  proposed  was  a  pohcy 
never  heard  of  before  as  emanating  from  a 
statesman,  and  he  turned  the  whole  thing  into 
great  ridicule.  A  polipy  never  heard  of!  A 
policy  that  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  any 
statesman!  He  calls  it  a  new  policy!  Why, 
Sip,  it  is  a  portion  of  the  policy  of  every  great 
statesman  of  the  age.  Who  was  it  that  in  Eng- 
land took  the  duty  ofi*  tea?  Was  it  not  a  great 
statesman  ?  Who  was  it  took  the  duty  off  sugar 
and  the  necessaries  of  every  household  ?  Was  it 
not  a  portion  of  the  policy  of  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  England  ever  had  ?  I  am  but  a  bumble 
follower  of  that  statesman,  and  I  did  not  in  our 
proposals  pretend  to  invent  any  new  policy.  I 
did  not  know  that  I  should  hurt  the  feelings  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  by  puUing 
down  the  monster  he  has  set  up.  I  did  not  know 
that  I  should  be  injuring  the  people  of  this 
country  if  I  brought  about  that  which  was  de- 
sired by  every  father  of  a  family — that  wbidi 
was  called  a  free  breakfast  table,  so  that  every 
family  might  partake  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
knowing  they  were  not  affected  by  any  unfiur 
taxation — a  taxation  imposed  upon  the  poor  in 
order  to  prevent  the  rich  from  contributing  to  the 
necessities  of  the  country.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  I  was  deluding  the  country — tjoat  I 
stated  I  was  about  to  establish  a  taxation  whidi 
would  be  contributed  to  with  satisfaction  and  plea- 
sure by  all  on  account  of  its  manifest  fairness.  I 
indulged  in  no  delusive  image  of  that  kind.  I 
knew  that  those  wha  were  long  allowed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues  would 
still  be  allowed,  if  those  gentlemen  remained  in 
office,  to  enjoy  a  system  of  taxation  which  made 
the  many  pay  for  the  few :  which  made  the  people 
of  this  country  pay  for  the  railways  and  other 
works  that  gave  an  enormous  value  io  property, 
and  did  not  touch  the  shoulders  of  those  w^ 
got  this  property,  with  the  burdens  they  should 
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bear.  I  knew  it  waa  impossible  to  introdace  a 
system  of  taxation  of  the  kind  I  have  proposed 
without  raising  against  mjself  a  host  of  enemies 
amongst  the  wealthj  people  who  are  the  friends 
of  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  knew  that,  as  the 
leader  of  that  party,  he  would  regard  me  with 
bitter  hostility — that  no  language  wnich  he  could 
command  would  be  neglected  which  would  cast 
tcom  upon  what  I  was  doing  and  doubt  upon  my 
actions.  I  knew  that  there  were  members  of  this 
House  who,  as  far  as  he  could  influenoe  them, 
would  be  led  to  malign  me;  but  I  knew  that 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  New  Zea* 
land  hearts  would  beat  with  gladness  at  the 
attempts  I  was  making  in  their  behalf.  I  knew 
that,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  colony,  with, 
perhaps,  the  exception  of  one  part,  joy  would  be 
felt  that  the  Land  Fund  was  made  the  common 

Property  of  all.  I  knew  that,  wander  where 
might  throughout  New  Zealand,  if  I  could 
onlj  obtain  this  fair  system  of  taxation,  and 
reliere  thousands  and  thousands  of  households 
from  charges  unjustly  imposed  upon  them,  I 
should  be  met  with  smiles  of  welcome.  I  care 
nothing  for  the  assertions  of  the  honorable 
gentleman — I  care  nothing  for  the  difficulties  I 
hare  to  contend  against — while  I  know  I  hare  a 

Shalanx  of  friends  who  will  follow  me  to  the 
eath  in  this  struggle.  I  know  that  all  the 
energy  and  all  the  intellect  my  friends  possess 
will  be  afforded  me  to  lighten  my  task.  I  know 
that  every  effort  that  they  can  make  to  help  me 
in  this  work  will  be  made ;  I  know  that,  with 
such  a  body  of  gentlemen  to  support  me,  and 
with  such  lore  and  affection  in  this  country  as 
will  support  them  and  myself  too,  I  shall  acoom* 
plish  the  objecta  I  hare  in  view.  We  shall  be 
able  steadfastly  to  pursue  the  course  on  which 
we  haye  entered,  until  we  are  crowned  with  the 
success  which  the  people  of  New  Zealand  are  de- 
termined shall  be  achieved  for  this  their  adopted 
country;  and  I  care  nothing  for  the  remarks 
which  haye  been  made  to-day  in  diminution  and 
disparagement  of  my  efforts. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Tlie  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  nine 
o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL. 

Monday^  \Qth  December,  1877. 
Bnsinats  of  the  SMiion— Prorogation. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatibs. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  SESSION. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  read  the  following 
return  of  business  done  during  the  session : — 
1.  PvBuc  Bnts— 

Orioinaisd  in  tk*  ir<mt«— 

HeceiTed  tha  Royal  MMnt        126 

Beserred  for  the  dgniilcation  of  Her 

Majesty's  pleatoro       

Droppsd  or  otherwiss  disposed  of     ...      70 


Brought /irom  Ckmneil— 

ReoeiTed  the  Royal  assent        13 

Beserred  for  the  si^iiloation  of  Her 

Mi^esty's  pleasare        2 

Dropped  or  otherwise  disposed  of      ...       6 


2.  Pbitati  BtLLS— 

OrtginaUd  in  ike  House — 
^pceired  the  Royal  assent 
Dropped  or  otherwise  disposed  of 


PROROGATION. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  acquainted  the 
Council  that  His  Excellency  the  GoTcmor  had 
been  pleased  to  grant  a  Commission  to  the 
honorable  members  therein  named  for  proroguing 
the  Parliament. 

The  Commissioners  seated  themselves,  and  sent 
a  message  by  Leonard  Stowe,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  desiring  the  attendance  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
accompanied  bj  honorable  members,  attended. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— 
Honorable  Gentlemen, — 

His  Ezcellencj  the  Governor,  not  thinking  fit 
to  be  personally  present  at  this  time,  has  been 
pleased  to  cause  a  Commission  to  be  issued  under 
the  seal  of  the  colony,  appointing  certain  honor- 
able members  Commissioners  for  proroguing  this 
present  Parliament,  which  jou  will  now  hear 
read. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  read  the 

Commission  as  follows  : — 

Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United 

Kingdom  of     Great  Britain  and    Ireland 

Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth : 

To  tlie  Hon.  Sir  John  Laekins  Chbbsb 

Richardson,  Speaker  of  the  Legislative 

Council    of   New  ZeaUnd;    the  Hon. 

Sir  Francis  Dillon  Bell;   and  the 

Hon.  George  Stoddart  Whiticorb. 

Greeting : 
Whbrbab  the  General  Assembly  of  our  Colony  of 
New  Zealand  was  begun  and  bolden  at  the  Gh>« 
vemment  Buildings,  in  Molesworth  Street,  in 
the  City  of  Wellington,  on  the  19th  day  of  July 
last  past,  and  is  there  now  holden :  And  whereas 
by  our  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  18th  day  of 
July  last  past,  we  did  give  and  grant  unto  the  said 
Sir  John  Larkins  Cheese  Riohtrdson,  Sir  Francis 
Dillon  Bell,  and  George  Stoddart  Whitmore,  and 
any  two  of  them,  full  power  in  onr  name  to  open 
and  hold  the  said  session  of  the  General  Assem* 
bly,  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  to  be  done 
in  our  name,  or  in  the  name  of  our  Governor 
of  our  said  colony,  in  and  about  the  holding 
of  the  said  session  of  the  General  Assembly : 
Now  know  ye  that  for  certain  causes  and  con- 
siderations we  have  thought  fit  to  prorogue  the 
said  General  Assembly,  and  therefore  we,  con* 
fiding  in  your  fidelity  and  discretion,  have  as* 
signed  and  appointed  you  the  said  Sir  John 
Larkins  Cheese  Richardson,  Sir  Francis  Dillon 
Bell,  and  C^eorge  Stoddart  Whitmore  our  Com- 
missioners, giving  to  yon  or  any  two  of  yon. 
by  Tirtoe  of  ihue  presentsi  full   power  and 
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authority,  in  our  name  and  in  the  name  of 
our  said  GoTemor,  to  prorogue  and  continue 
the  deneral  Assembly  of  our  said  Colony  of 
New  Zealand,  at  the  said  Ckrremment  Build- 
ings, in  Wellington  aforesaid,  from  Tuesday,  the 
10th  day  of  December  instant,  until  and  unto 
Tuesday,  the  29th  day  of  Januanr  next,  there  and 
then  to  be  holden  and  sit ;  and  therefore  we  com- 
mand that  Ton  diligently  attend  the  premises  and 
effisctually  fulfil  them  in  manner  aforesaid,  com- 
manding all  and  singular  the  members  of  the  said 
General  Assembly,  and  all  whom  it  concerns  that 
they  meet  in  the  said  Assembly,  by  Tirtue  of  these 
presents,  that  they  obserre,  obey,  and  assist  you 
m  executing  the  premises  as  tbey  ought. 

In  testimouT  whereof  we  have  caused  our  let- 
ters to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  our  said 
colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Witness  our  right  trusty  and  entirely-be- 
loved Cousin  and  Councillor  George  Au- 
gustus Constantine,  Marquis  of  Nor- 
manby.  Earl  of  MulmTe,  Yisoount 
Normanby,  and  Baron  Mulgrave  of  Mul- 
graTe,  all  in  the  Coun^  of  York,  in  the 
Peerage  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and 
Baron  Mulmre  of  New  £)as,  in  the 
County  of  Wexford,  in  the  Peerage  of 
Ireland ;  a  Member  of  our  Most  Honor- 
able Priry  Council ;  Sjiight  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St. 
Michael  and  St.  George ;  Gt>Temor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  in  and  orer  our 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  and  its  De- 
pendencies, and  Yice-AdminJ  of  the 
same ;  and  issued  under  the  seal  of  our 
said  colony,  at  Wellington,  this  10th 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eij^ht  hundred  and 
serenty-seTen,  and  in  the  forty-first  year 
of  our  reign.  Nobmabbt. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— By  Tirtue  of 
His  Excellency's  Commission,  under  the  seal  of 
the  colony,  to  us  directed  and  read,  we  do,  in 
His  Excellency's  name,  and  in  obedience  to  his 
command,  prorogue  this  Parliament  to  the  89th 
day  of  January,  1878 ;  and  this  Parliament  is 
prorogued  accordingly  to  Tuetday,  the  29th  day 
of  January,  1878. 


HOUSE  OF  EBPRE8ENTATIVB9. 

Monday,  lOtk  December,  1877. 

Appropriation  BiIb~ProroieituNi. 

Mr.  Sfbaxbb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

APPEOPEUTION  BILLS. 
Mr.  SPEAEEE  took  the  opportunity  of  in- 
forming the  House  that,  when  he  understood  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  His  Excellency  the 
Gk>Temor  to  prorogue  Parliament  in  peiaon,  be 
proceeded,  in  nis  official  capacity,  to  wait  on  His 
Excellency  the  Goremor,  at  Gk>Temment  House, 
and  presented  the  Appropriation  BiUs  for  his 
assent.  It  was  as  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  Appto- 
priation  Bills  constitute  a  special  possession  and 
priTilege — a  gift,  in  fact — held  on  behalf  of  a 
Commons  House  of  Parliament  by  its  Speaker 
in  trust,  to  be  finally  bestowed  or  wiihh^ 
according  as  it  might  appear  that  the  iotentioa 
and  wishes  of  Parliament  had  been  eomplied 
with  or  not. 

PROBOGATION. 

A  message  was  brought  by  Leonard  Stowe,  Esq., 
Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council,  to  the  following 
effect: — "The  Commissioners  ^»pointed  b^  His 
Excellency  the  CbTemor  to  do  sil  things  in  his 
name  in  order  to  the  proroguing  of  this  Pariia* 
ment,  request  the  attendanat  in  the  LegisIatiTe 
Council  Chamber  of  the  members  of  this  honor- 
able House,  to  hear  the  Commission  read." 

Accordingly  the  House,  with  the  Clerk,  w«it 
to  the  LegiSatire  Council  Chamber ;  and  a  Com- 
mission was  read  for  tiie  proroguing  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  J.  L.  C.  BICHABDSOK, 
Speaker  of  the  LegisIatiTe  Council,  and  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  said, — By  Tirtue  of  His 
Excellency's  Commission,  under  the  teal  of  the 
colony,  to  us  directed  and  read,  we  do,  in  His 
ExceUency's  name,  and  in  obedience  to  his  com- 
mand, prorogue  this  Parliament  to  the  29th  day 
of  January,  1878 ;  and  this  Parliament  is  pro- 
rogued accordingly  to  Tuesday,  the  29th  day  of 
January,  1878. 


END  OF  TWENTY-SEVENTH  VOLUME. 


I>7  iiwtkorityt  Qmmn  JHomisn,  GoTtnuMat  Prbtsr. 
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